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Schemes 
1) PM SVANidhi 
About the scheme 

 The Prime Minister Street Vendor’s 
Atma Nirbhar Nidhi (PM SVANidhi) 
Scheme was launched by the 
Ministry of Housing and Urban 
Affairs for providing affordable 
Working Capital loans to street 
vendors to resume their 
livelihoods that have been 
adversely affected due to Covid-19 
lockdown. It was launched in 2020. 

 Under the Scheme, vendors can 
avail a working capital loan of up to 
Rs. 10,000, which is repayable in 
monthly instalments in the tenure 
of one year. The loans would be 
without collateral. 

 If the vendor repays the 
instalments in time or earlier, they 
will develop his credible credit 
score that makes him eligible for a 
higher amount of term loan to 20 
thousand rupees and so on.  

 On timely/ early repayment of the 
loan, an interest subsidy @ 7% 
per annum will be credited to the 
bank accounts of beneficiaries 
through Direct Benefit Transfer on 
quarterly basis.  

 There will be no penalty on early 
repayment of loan. The scheme 
promotes digital transactions 
through cash back incentives up to 
an amount of Rs. 100 per month.  

 The scheme targets to benefit over 
50 lakh street vendors.  

 SIDBI is implementing the scheme. 
 The lending institutions under the 

Scheme include Scheduled 
Commercial Banks, Regional Rural 
Banks, Small Finance Banks, 
Cooperative Banks, NBFCs, 
Microfinance institutions and Self 
Help Group banks.  

Why in News? 

 33.37 lakh loans amounting to 
₹3,621 crores have been disbursed 
across the country under the PM 
SVANidhi Scheme. 

 Earlier this year, Government of 
India extended the PM SVANidhi 
initiative till December 2024. The 
original duration of the scheme was 
till March 2022.  

 
2) Welfare Schemes under 
Ministry of Minority Affairs 
What’s in the news? 

 The Ministry of Minority Affairs has 
released details of funds allocated, 
expenditure incurred and number 
of beneficiaries under 
schemes/programmes 
implemented by the Ministry.  

Educational Empowerment Schemes 

 Pre-Matric Scholarship Scheme & 
Post-Matric Scholarship Scheme: 
Under these schemes, scholarship 
is provided to minority students 
whose family income is within a 
threshold limit. 30% scholarships 
are earmarked for girl students. 

 Padho Pardesh: Under the scheme 
interest subsidy is provided to 
students of minority communities 
on educational loans, for overseas 
higher studies. 35% seats are 
earmarked for girl students 

 Nai Udaan: Support is provided to 
minority candidates clearing 
Preliminary examination 
conducted by Union Public Service 
Commission (UPSC), State Public 
Service Commission (PSC), Staff 
Selection Commission (SSC) etc.  

Employment Oriented Schemes: 
 Seekho Aur Kamao: Skill 

development scheme for youth of 
14 - 45 years age group and aiming 
at providing employment and 
employment opportunities, 
improving the employability of 
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existing workers, school dropouts 
etc. 

 USTTAD (Upgrading the Skills 
and Training in Traditional 
Arts/Crafts for Development): An 
effective platform to provide self-
employment, market and 
opportunity to traditional artisans 
and craft persons from the minority 
communities. Hunar Haats are 
being organised across the Country 
to provide employment 
opportunities and markets to 
artisans/craftsmen. 

 Nai Manzil: A scheme for formal 
school education & skilling of 
school dropouts or educated in 
community educational institutions 
like Madrasas. 

 Nai Roshni: Leadership 
development of women belonging 
to minority communities and non-
minority communities (not 
exceeding 25% of each batch). 

Infrastructure Development Scheme: 
 Pradhan Mantri Jan Vikas 

Karyakram (PMJVK): It seeks to 
provide better socio economic 
infrastructure facilities to the 
minority communities which would 
further lead to lessening of the gap 
between the national average and 
the minority communities with 
regard to backwardness 
parameters. Under PMJVK, 80% of 
the resources would be utilized for 
projects related to education, 
health and skill development of 
which at least 33- 40% will be 
earmarked for creation of 
assets/facilities for women/girls. 

Special Schemes: 
 Jiyo Parsi: Scheme for containing 

population decline of Parsis in 
India. 

 Hamari Dharohar: A scheme to 
preserve the rich heritage of 
minority communities of India 

under the overall concept of Indian 
culture. 
  

3) Atal Bhujal Yojana  
About the Scheme 

 Atal Bhujal Yojana (Atal Jal) is a 
Central Sector Scheme with focus 
on community participation and 
demand side interventions for 
sustainable groundwater 
management in identified water 
stressed areas of seven States in 
the country viz. Gujarat, Haryana, 
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Uttar 
Pradesh.  

 The scheme, partly funded by the 
World Bank, was launched in 
2019 and is being implemented 
from 1.04.2020 for a period of 5 
years.  

 ABHY envisages sustainable 
groundwater management, 
mainly through convergence 
among various on-going schemes, 
with emphasis on demand side 
measures through active 
involvement of local communities 
and stakeholders.  

 The scheme aims at increasing the 
capacity of States to manage their 
ground water resources and for 
ensuring their long-term 
sustainability with active 
participation of the local 
communities through a mix of top-
down and bottom-up approaches.  

Why in News? 

 The Ministry of Jal Shakti reviewed 
measures taken under the Atal 
Bhujal Yojana which is being 
implemented in 8,562 Gram 
Panchayats of 80 districts in 7 
States, namely, Gujarat, Haryana, 
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Uttar 
Pradesh. 
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4) PM-DAKSH Yojana 
About the Yojana 

 The Pradhan Mantri Dakshta Aur 
Kushalta Sampann Hitgrahi, PM-
DAKSH Yojana is being 
implemented by the Ministry of 
Social Justice and Empowerment 
from 2020-21. 

 The scheme aims to cover 
marginalized persons of 
Scheduled Castes, Other 
Backward Classes, Economically 
Backward Classes, De-notified 
Tribes and Safai karamcharis 
including waste pickers. 

 Under this Yojana, eligible target 
groups are being provided skill 
development training 
programmes on (i) Up-skilling/Re-
skilling (ii) Short Term Training 
Programme (iii) Long Term 
Training Programme and (iv) 
Entrepreneurship Development 
Program (EDP). 

 It is a multi-pronged strategy to 
enhance the competency level of 
the target groups and make them 
employable both in wage and Self-
employment for their socio-
economic development. 

 The scheme is implemented by the 
three Corporations  

o National Scheduled Castes 
Finance and Development 
Corporation (NSFDC),  

o National Backward Classes 
Finance & Development 
Corporation (NBCFDC) &  

o National Safai Karamcharis 
Finance and Development 
Corporation (NSKFDC). 

Why in News? 

 The Ministry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment sanctioned Rs. 84 
crores under the PM-DAKSH Yojana 
for the year 2022-23. 

 

 

5) Rashtriya Gram Swaraj 
Abhiyan  
Rationale of the Scheme 

 Mahatma Gandhi envisioned 
villages as mini-republics and 
advocated that true democracy 
should begin with participation 
from the grass-root level by the 
people of every village.  

 The 73rd Constitutional 
Amendment mandated the three 
tier Panchayati Raj Institutions 
(PRIs) to function as units of local 
self–government and envisioned a 
people-led development at the 
grass roots level.  

 The Panchayati Raj System was 
mandated with the twin objectives 
of ensuring economic 
development and social justice 
for the people living in the rural 
areas. 

About RGSA 

 The Union Budget 2016-17 
announced the Rashtriya Gram 
Swaraj Abhiyan (RGSA) as a 
Centrally Sponsored Scheme for 
building capabilities of 
Panchayati Raj Institutions for 
achieving Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs).  

 Key local development challenges 
faced by the country viz. poverty, 
public health, nutrition, education, 
gender, sanitation, drinking water, 
livelihood generation, etc. are in 
sync with SDGs and fall within the 
realm of Panchayats.  

 The Panchayats have therefore 
been designated as a key player for 
implementation of the United 
Nations SDGs to be achieved by 
2030.  

 The scheme extends to all States 
and UTs including non-Part IX 
areas where Panchayats do not 
exist. 
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Focus of the scheme 

 The scheme has a focus on ensuring 
basic orientation training for the 
Elected Representatives (ERs) of 
Panchayats, within six months of 
their election and refresher 
training within 2 years.  

 RGSA will have thrust for PRI-SHG 
(Self-Help Group) convergence to 
ensure effective community 
mobilisation and greater public 
ownership of flagship programs of 
the government. 

 Use of e-governance and 
technology driven solutions at 
Panchayat level will be increased to 
attain administrative efficiency, 
improved service delivery, and 
greater accountability. 

 RGSA also aims at enhancing 
capabilities of Panchayats to 
raise their own sources of 
revenue.  

 Strengthening Gram Sabhas to 
function effectively as the basic 
forum of people’s participation is 
also a focus area of RGSA. 

 It also aims at promoting 
devolution of powers and 
responsibilities to Panchayats 
according to the spirit of the 
Constitution and Provisions of the 
Panchayats (Extension to 
Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996. 

Components of the scheme 

The scheme consists of Central and 
State Components:  

 The Central component comprises  
o National level activities viz. 

National Plan for Technical 
Assistance in collaboration 
with academic institutions/ 
institutions of excellence for 
various activities of Capacity 
Building & Training (CB&T) 
for PRIs,  

o Mission Mode Project 
(MMP) on e-Panchayat and  

o Incentivization of 
Panchayats.  

 The State component relates to  
o Activities to be undertaken 

by State Governments for 
CB&T  

o Strengthening of Gram 
Sabhas in PESA areas,  

o Distance Learning Facility,  
o Support for Innovations,  
o Technical support to PRIs, 
o Other activities for 

strengthening of 
Panchayats. 

Why in News? 

 The Union Cabinet has approved 
the continuation of Rashtriya Gram 
Swaraj Abhiyan till 2025-26 with 
an outlay of ₹5,911 crore. 

 

6) Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima 
Yojana  
About PMFBY 

 PMFBY, launched in 2016, provides 
a comprehensive insurance 
cover against crop damage or loss 
arising out of unforeseen events 
thus helping in stabilising the 
income of the farmers and 
encouraging them for adoption of 
innovative practices.  

 The scheme is administered by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Farmers' Welfare. 

 Crops covered: Oilseed crops; all 
food crops; Annual 
commercial/horticultural crops. 

 Premium: There will be a uniform 
premium of 2% to be paid by 
farmers for all Kharif crops and 
1.5% for all Rabi crops. For annual 
commercial and horticultural crops, 
the premium to be paid by farmers 
will be 5%. 

 Coverage: It aims at covering the 
losses suffered by farmers such as 
pre-sowing losses, post-harvest 
losses due to cyclonic rains and 
losses due to unseasonal rainfall in 
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India. It also covers losses due to 
localized calamities such as 
inundation, hailstorm and landslide 
risks. 

 Exclusions: The losses arising out 
of war and nuclear risks, malicious 
damage and other preventable 
risks are not covered under this 
scheme. 

 The scheme is implemented by 
empanelled general insurance 
companies. The funds for the 
scheme come from the Krishi 
Kalyan Kosh. 

o Krishi Kalyan Kosh (farmers’ 
welfare fund) is an 
emergency fund to support 
farmers when they incur 
losses due to low rates of 
produce, crop damage due to 
natural disasters, and to 
assist them when there is a 
delay in payment of 
minimum support price 
(MSP) by the Centre. 

 In 2020, the Union Cabinet made 
the enrolment in the scheme 
voluntary for all farmers, 

including those with existing crop 
loans. Earlier it was mandatory for 
loanee farmers to take insurance 
cover under this scheme. 

Why in News? 

 The Andhra Pradesh government 
has decided to rejoin the Pradhan 
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana following 
a request from the Central 
Government. 

 Andhra Pradesh and five other 
states—Bihar, Jharkhand, Gujarat, 
Telangana and West Bengal—had 
implemented the PMFBY initially 
but opted out citing several issues 
in implementation.  

 Keeping in view the suggestions of 
these states, the Centre had 
revamped the scheme in 2020 with 
new features, such as voluntary 
enrolment for all farmers, wider 
use of technology in yield 
estimation, etc.  
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Initiatives 
1) ‘eSanjeevani’  
About 'eSanjeevani' 

 Launched in 2009 by the Ministry 
of Health & Family Welfare 
'eSanjeevani' is a web-based 
comprehensive telemedicine 
solution. It aims to provide 
healthcare services to patients in 
their homes. 

 Besides enhancing the quality of 
medical services, addressing issues 
about uneven distribution and 
shortage of infrastructural as well 
as human resources, eSanjeevani 
also aims to make healthcare 
services equitable by bridging the 
digital divide that exists between 
the urban vs. rural, rich vs. poor 
etc.  

 eSanjeevani can also be used to 
provide medical education to 
interns, people across Various 
Common Service Centers (CSCs), 
etc.  

 The portal was designed & 
developed by the Centre for 
Development of Advanced 
Computing (C-DAC), a premier 
R&D organization of the Ministry of 
Electronics and Information 
Technology (MeitY). 

Services provided 

 eSanjeevani platform has enabled 
two types of telemedicine services 
viz.  

o Doctor-to-Doctor 
(eSanjeevani) and  

o Patient-to-Doctor 
(eSanjeevani OPD) Tele-
consultations. 

eSanjeevani  
 It aims to implement Doctor-to-

Doctor teleconsultation in all the 
1.5 lakh Health and Wellness 
Centres in conjunction with 
identified Medical College hospitals 
in a ‘Hub and Spoke’ model. 

o Under Ayushman Bharat 
Mission, the government aims to 
transform 1.5 lakh existing Sub 
Health Centres (SHC), Primary 
Health Centres (PHC) and Urban 
Primary Health Centres (UPHC) 
to Health Wellness Centres (HWC) 
to deliver Comprehensive Primary 
Health Care that is universal and 
free to users, with a focus on 
wellness and the delivery of an 
expanded range of services closer 
to the community.   

o HWCs are envisaged to deliver 
expanded range services that go 
beyond Maternal and child health 
care services to include care for 
non-communicable diseases, 
palliative and rehabilitative care, 
Oral, Eye and ENT care, mental 
health and first level care for 
emergencies and trauma, 
including free essential drugs and 
diagnostic services. 

 States have identified and set up 
dedicated ‘Hubs’ in Medical 
Colleges and District hospitals to 
provide teleconsultation services to 
‘Spokes’, i.e SHCs, PHCs & HWCs. 

eSanjeevani OPD 

 Owing to the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic, the Health Ministry 
launched the second tele-
consultation service enabling 
patient-to-doctor telemedicine 
through ‘eSanjeevaniOPD’. 

 This service is available as an 
Android mobile application as well. 
This has made it convenient for the 
people to avail of the health 
services without having to travel.  

 This e-health service is offered free 
of cost and has proved a boon in 
containing the spread of COVID 
while simultaneously enabling 
provisions for non-COVID essential 
healthcare. 
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Why in News? 

 The National Health Authority 
(NHA) has announced the 
successful integration of 
eSanjeevani with its flagship 
scheme – Ayushman Bharat 
Digital Mission (ABDM).  

 This integration allows the existing 
users of eSanjeevani, the 
telemedicine service of Ministry of 
Health and Family Welfare to easily 
create their Ayushman Bharat 
Health Account (ABHA) and use it 
to link and manage their existing 
health records like prescriptions, 
lab reports, etc.  

 The users would also be able to 
share their health records with 
doctors on eSanjeevani which will 
help in better clinical decision 
making and ensuring the 
continuum of care. 

Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission  
 The Ayushman Bharat Digital 

Mission (ABDM) was launched by 
the Government in 2020 for 
promoting digitization of 
healthcare and creating an open 
interoperable digital health 
ecosystem for the country.  

 It aims to do so by prescribing 
common health data standards, 
developing core modules such as 
registry of health facilities, 
healthcare professionals etc 
required for interoperability; so 
that various digital health systems 
can interact with each other by 
enabling seamless sharing of data 
across various healthcare providers 
who may be using different digital 
health systems. 

 ABDM will create certain core 
building blocks or modules such as 
registries of 
individuals/citizens/patients 
(Health ID registry), registry of 
healthcare professionals 
(Healthcare Professionals 

Registry) and registry of 
healthcare facilities including 
hospitals, laboratories, pharmacies, 
etc (Health Facility Registry). In 
these registries, each of these 
entities is provided with a unique 
identifier across the ecosystem.  

 Any individual can enroll in ABDM 
to generate a Health ID 
(https://healthid.ndhm.gov.in/). 
Healthcare professionals 
recognized by Indian authorities 
can register on the Healthcare 
Professionals Registry (HPR) 
(https://hpr.ndhm.gov.in/en). 
Health facilities can register 
themselves on the Health Facility 
Registry (HFR) 
(https://facility.ndhm.gov.in/). 

Significance 

 The implementation of ABDM is 
expected to significantly improve 
the efficiency, effectiveness, and 
transparency of health service 
delivery overall. Patients will be 
able to securely store and access 
their medical records and share 
them with health care providers to 
ensure appropriate treatment and 
follow-up.  

 They will also have access to more 
accurate information on health 
facilities and service providers. 
Further, they will have the option 
to access health services 
remotely through tele-
consultation and e-pharmacy.  

 ABDM will empower individuals 
with accurate information to 
enable informed decision making 
and increase accountability of 
healthcare providers. 

 Similarly, health care professionals 
across disciplines will have better 
access to a patient's medical 
history (with the necessary 
informed consent) for prescribing 
more appropriate and effective 
health interventions.  

https://healthid.ndhm.gov.in/
https://hpr.ndhm.gov.in/en
https://facility.ndhm.gov.in/
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Implementing agency 

 The National Health Authority 
(NHA), the apex agency 
responsible for the implementation 
of Ayushman Bharat Pradhan 
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-
PMJAY), has been given the 
mandate by the government to 
design, build, roll-out and 
implement the ABDM in the 
country.  

o NHA is an attached office of 
the Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare with full 
functional autonomy. 

  

2) Central Consumer Protection 
Authority  
About CCPA 

 The Central Consumer Protection 
Authority (CCPA) was constituted 
under The Consumer Protection 
Act, 2019.  

 The CCPA aims to protect the 
rights of the consumer by 
cracking down on unfair trade 
practices, and false and misleading 
advertisements that are 
detrimental to the interests of the 
public and consumers. 

 The CCPA is empowered to conduct 
investigations into violation of 
consumer rights and institute 
complaints / prosecution, order 
recall of unsafe goods and services, 
order discontinuation of unfair 
trade practices and misleading 
advertisements, impose penalties 
on 
manufacturers/endorsers/publishe
rs of misleading advertisements. 

 It functions under the Ministry of 
Consumer Affairs.  

Why in News? 

 The Central Consumer Protection 
Authority has issued guidelines 
barring hotels and restaurants 
from levying service charge 
automatically or by default in 

food bills. Also, they are not 
allowed to force service charges, 
and must clearly inform the 
consumers that service charges are 
voluntary, optional, and at their 
discretion. 

o A service charge is a tip or a 
direct transaction between 
the customer and the 
restaurant staff. It is 
collected by hospitality 
sectors and food and 
beverage industries as a fee 
for serving customers. 

 Consumers can lodge a complaint 
on the National Consumer 
Helpline, which works as a dispute 
redressal mechanism at the pre-
litigation level, by calling the 
number 1915 or through the NCH 
mobile app. 

 Consumers can also file a complaint 
with the Consumer Commission. 
The complaint can be filed 
electronically through e-daakhil 
portal www.edaakhil.nic.in for its 
speedy and effective redressal. 

Related Information 

About Consumer Protection Act 
 The Consumer Protection Act, 2019 

aims to provide for protection of 
the interests of consumers and for 
the said purpose, to establish 
authorities for timely and effective 
administration and settlement of 
consumers' disputes and for 
matters connected therewith or 
incidental thereto.  

Key features of the Act 

 Definition of consumer: A 
consumer is defined as a person 
who buys any good or avails a 
service for a consideration. It does 
not include a person who obtains a 
good for resale or a good or service 
for commercial purpose.  

 It covers transactions through all 
modes including offline, and 
online through electronic means, 
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teleshopping, multi-level 
marketing or direct selling. 

 The following consumer rights have 
been defined in the Act, including 
the right to: 

o be protected against the 
marketing of goods and 
services which are 
hazardous to life and 
property;  

o be informed of the quality, 
quantity, potency, purity, 
standard and price of goods 
or services;  

o be assured of access to a 
variety of goods or services 
at competitive prices; and  

o seek redressal against unfair 
or restrictive trade 
practices. 

 Product liability clause: A 
manufacturer or a service provider 
has to compensate a consumer if 
their good/service cause injury or 
loss to the consumer due to 
manufacturing defect or poor 
service. The most significant impact 
of this provision will be on e-
commerce platforms as it also 
includes service providers under its 
ambit.  

 Central Consumer Protection 
Authority (CCPA): To be set up by 
the central government to promote, 
protect and enforce the rights of 
consumers. It will regulate matters 
related to violation of consumer 
rights, unfair trade practices, and 
misleading advertisements. 

 Misleading advertisements: The 
CCPA may impose a penalty on a 
manufacturer or an endorser of up 
to Rs 10 lakh and imprisonment for 
up to two years for a false or 
misleading advertisement. In case 
of a subsequent offence, the fine 
may extend to Rs 50 lakh and 
imprisonment of up to five years.  

 Consumer Disputes Redressal 
Commissions (CDRCs): It will be 
set up at the district, state, and 
national levels. A consumer can file 
a complaint with CDRCs in relation 
to:  

o Unfair or restrictive trade 
practices;  

o Defective goods or services;  
o Overcharging or deceptive 

charging; and  
o The offering of goods or 

services for sale which may 
be hazardous to life and 
safety.   

 Appeals from a District CDRC will 
be heard by the State CDRC. 
Appeals from the State CDRC will 
be heard by the National 
CDRC. Final appeal will lie before 
the Supreme Court. 

 The Act also enables regulations to 
be notified on E-commerce and 
direct selling with focus on 
protection of interest of consumers. 

 

3) MyGov portal  
About the Portal 

 MyGov portal has been established 
as Government of India’s Citizen 
Engagement Platform which 
collaborates with multiple 
Government bodies/ Ministries to 
engage with citizens for policy 
formulation and seeks the 
opinion of people on issues/ 
topics of public interest and 
welfare. 

 MyGov platform is designed, 
developed and hosted by the 
National Informatics Centre 
under the Ministry of Electronics & 
Information Technology (MeitY). 

 Since its launch in 2014, MyGov has 
more than 17.5 million registered 
users.  

 Almost all Government 
Departments leverage MyGov 
platform for their citizen 
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engagement activities, 
consultations for policy 
formulation and also to 
disseminate information to citizens 
for various Government schemes 
and programs.  

 MyGov is part of Digital India 
Corporation, a not for profit 
Company under MeitY. 

Why in News? 

 MyGov portal has completed 8 
years of successful implementation. 

 

4) e-Gram Swaraj Portal 
About the Portal 

 With a vision to strengthen 
digitalization in Panchayats for 
the purpose of empowering rural 
India, a unified tool e-Gram 
SWARAJ portal has been developed 
by the Ministry of Panchayati Raj 
for effective monitoring and 
evaluation of works taken up in 
the Gram Panchayats. 

 Launched in 2020, the portal can be 
accessed at 
https://egramswaraj.gov.in/.  

 Anybody can create an account on 
the Gram Swaraj Portal and know 
about the developmental works of 
villages. 

 e-Gram SWARAJ unifies the 
planning, accounting and 
monitoring functions of Gram 
Panchayats.  

 It provides a single window for 
capturing Panchayat information 
with the complete Profile of the 
Panchayat, details of Panchayat 
finances, asset details, activities 
taken up through Gram Panchayat 
Development Plan (GPDP), 
Panchayat information from other 
Ministries/ Departments such as 
Census 2011, SECC data, etc. 

Significance 

 Monitoring and recording all the 
work via Gram Swaraj Portal will 
help speed-up the 

implementation of projects in 
village areas. 

 The Gram Swaraj Portal will 
provide a boost in transparency 
by decentralized planning of 
development projects, with 
progress reports updates and 
increased accountability. 

 The Portal will boost e-
governance in the Panchayati raj 
institutions across the nation. 

Why in News? 

 So far, 2.48 lakh Gram Panchayats 
have prepared and uploaded their 
Gram Panchayat Development 
Plans for 2022-23 in the 
eGramSwaraj portal.  

 

5) ‘GOAL’ Programme for Tribal 
Youth 
About the Programme 

 In 2020, the GOAL (Going Online As 
Leaders) programme was launched 
by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs 
(MoTA) in partnership with Meta 
(formerly Facebook). 

 The first leg of GOAL included 
inspiring, connecting and 
upskilling tribal youth from 
across the country.  

 Under the programme, tribal youth 
were provided training across 
three course pillars:  

(1) Communication & Life 
Skills;  
(2) Enabling Digital 
Presence, and  
(3) Leadership & 
Entrepreneurship. 

Why in News? 
 The Ministry of Tribal Affairs has 

launched the second phase of the 
GOAL Programme (GOAL 2.0) 
with an aim to digitally upskill 
tribal youth by promoting 
entrepreneurship and opening up 
opportunities for them using digital 
technology. 

https://egramswaraj.gov.in/
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 GOAL 2.0 will look to digitally 
upskill, connect and empower 10 
lakh youth and women from the 
tribal communities of the country. 
It aims to serve as a bridge for the 
socially marginalised youth to 
leverage opportunities using 
technology.  

 Through this programme, the 
identified GOAL participants will 
have access to Meta Business 
Coach – a WhatsApp-based 
learning bot – which will give the 
participants an opportunity to 
learn skills on how to build and 
expand their business using 
Facebook, Instagram and 
WhatsApp. 

 The programme will also involve 
Facebook Live sessions in nine 
languages by master trainers on 
topics like anti-scamming 
education, staying safe online, 
combating misinformation and 
being a good digital citizen. 

 

6) Tele-law services 
What is Tele-law service? 

 Tele-law is a service that uses video 
conferencing facilities and 
telephone services to connect 
lawyers to litigants who need 
legal advice.  

 This service aims to reach out to 
the needy, especially the 
marginalized and disadvantaged.  

 The project connects citizens with 
lawyers through communications 
and information technology with 
the help of Para-Legal Volunteers 
stationed at identified Common 
Service Centers or CSCs. 

Role of Para Legal Volunteer  
 Para Legal Volunteer (PLV) is the 

first point of contact between 
rural citizens and lawyers 
providing legal aid through CSC.  

 They are not lawyers, but have 
basic understanding of the legal 
process. They hear the grievances 
of citizens and offer appropriate 
support/suggestions for legal aid. 
They also help the citizens 
understand legal issues and advice 
given by lawyers.  

 A trained PLV is available in a CSC 
for minimum ten days in a month 
under the Scheme. 
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Benefits 
 Tele Law service enables anyone to 

seek legal advice without wasting 
precious time and money.  

 Legal advice is made available to 
everyone under Tele-Law service 
Advice is free of Cost to those who 
are eligible for free legal aid 
under Section 12 of Legal 
Services Authority Act, 1987: 

o Women 
o Children 
o Persons belonging to 

Scheduled Caste and 
Scheduled Tribe 

o Victims of Trafficking 
o Mentally ill and differently 

abled people 
o Victims of natural 

disaster/ethnic violence 
o Workers in unorganized 

/industrial workers 
o Under trials 
o People of low income group 

 For all others a nominal fee of Rs 
INR 30/- charged for each 
consultation. 

 The Tele-law website can be 
accessed at http://tele-law.in and 
is available in 22 official languages. 

 For easy and direct access Tele- 
Law Mobile Application (both 
Android and IoS) has also been 
launched in 2021 and it is presently 
available in 22 scheduled 
languages.  

Jurisdiction 

 Legal matters in which advice can 
be taken through Tele-Law 
service:- 

o Dowry, family dispute, 
divorce, protection from 
domestic violence. 

o Sexual harassment, sexual 
abuse, eve teasing at the 
workplace. 

o Maintenance of women, 
children and senior citizens. 

o Rights regarding property 
and land. 

o Equal wages for males and 
females. 

o Maternity benefits and 
prevention of foeticide. 

o Prohibition of child 
marriage, protection of 
children from sexual assault, 
prevention of child labour 
and implementing right to 
education. 

o Arrest – (F.I.R)/ process of 
registering the First 
Information Report. 

o Atrocities against scheduled 
castes/ scheduled tribes and 
their rehabilitation. 

Why in News? 

 The Ministry of Law and Justice has 
announced that Tele-Law service is 
being made free of cost for citizens 
in the country from this year. 

Related Information 

What is a CSC? 
 Common Service Centres (CSCs) 

are shops/Kiosks that deliver 
various government services online 
like public utility services, social 
welfare schemes, healthcare, 
financial, education and agriculture 
services, apart from a host of B2C 
services to citizens in rural and 
remote areas of the country. 

 CSC is one of the mission mode 
projects under the Digital India 
Programme run by the Ministry of 
Electronics and Information 
Technology (MeitY). There are 
approximately 3.19 lakh CSCs in 
India. CSCs are located in Gram 
Panchayats. 

Objectives 

 CSCs have been trying to bridge 
the gaps in digital literacy and 
skills of rural citizens through a 
range of literacy initiatives focused 
on digital, financial and legal 

http://tele-law.in/
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literacy and e-learning and skill 
development courses. 

 Under the CSC 2.0 scheme 
initiated by the Ministry of 
Electronics & IT in 2015, at least 
one CSC is to be rolled out in 
each and every 2.5 lakh Gram 
Panchayats across the country. 

Village Level Entrepreneur  
 The CSC operator, also known as 

Village Level Entrepreneur (VLE), 
is the key stakeholder.  

 The essence of the CSC scheme is 
that it is managed and operated by 
a local person whose acceptability 

is higher within the community 
she/he serves.  

 The success of the Scheme depends 
largely on his ability, zeal and 
passion for setting up a sustainable 
social enterprise within the existing 
constraints of rural India. 

Implementation 

 CSC e-Governance Services India 
Limited, a Special Purpose Vehicle 
set up by the Ministry of 
Electronics & IT, oversee 
implementation of the CSC scheme. 
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Environment 
1) Ban on Single-use Plastics 
Context 

 A ban on the use of single-use 
plastics that was notified by the 
Union Environment Ministry in 
2021 came into effect on July 1. 

What are Single use Plastics? 

 India has defined single-use plastic 
as disposable plastics that are 
commonly used for packaging and 
include items intended to be used 
only once before they are thrown 
away or recycled.  

 These include items such as carry 
bags, food packaging, bottles, 
straws, containers, cups and 
cutlery. 

 According to a fact sheet released 
by The Energy and Resources 
Institute (TERI) and environment 
ministry in 2018, around 43% of 
manufactured plastics are used 
for packaging purposes and most 
are of single-use.  

Issues with Single use Plastics  
 Unlike thicker and denser plastic 

material, single-use plastic objects 
being light and flexible are less 
amenable to being recycled.  

 While 99% of plastic is recycled, 
they constitute heavier plastics that 
are likely to be collected by 
ragpickers and plastic waste 
recyclers. Single use plastics do not 
provide an incentive enough for the 
effort needed to collect them and 
hence they lie around, leach their 
toxins into the soil and cause 
environmental damage in both 
land and sea. 

 Single use plastic contaminates 
soil and water; choke waterways 
and exacerbate natural 
disasters.  

 Plastics also block sewage 
systems and provide breeding 
grounds for mosquitoes; release 

toxic chemicals and emissions 
when burned. 

Legal Regulations in India 

 In order to address the issue of 
scientific plastic waste 
management, the Plastic Waste 
(Management and Handling) 
Rules, 2011 were notified in 
2011 by the Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change (MoEFCC) which included 
plastic waste management.  

 The Government has notified the 
Plastic Waste Management Rules, 
2016, in suppression of the earlier 
Plastic Waste (Management and 
Handling) Rules, 2011. 

Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016 

The Plastic Waste Management Rules, 
2016 aims to 

 Expand the jurisdiction of 
applicability of plastic waste 
management rules from the 
municipal area to rural areas. 

 To bring in the responsibilities of 
producers and generators, both 
in the plastic waste management 
system and to introduce a collect 
back system of plastic waste by the 
producers/brand owners, as per 
Extended Producers 
Responsibility (EPR). 

 To introduce collection of plastic 
waste management fee through 
pre-registration of the producers, 
importers of plastic carry 
bags/multilayered packaging and 
vendors selling the same for 
establishing the waste management 
system. 

 Phasing out of manufacture and 
use of non- recyclable 
multilayered plastic. 

 To promote use of plastic waste for 
road construction as per Indian 
Road Congress guidelines or 
energy recovery, or waste to oil 
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etc. for gainful utilization of waste 
and also address the waste disposal 
issue.  

Plastic Waste Management Amendment 
Rules, 2021 

 Last year, the government notified 
the Plastic Waste Management 
Amendment Rules, 2021, 
prohibiting identified single use 
plastic items by 2022. 

Key Provisions of Plastic Waste 
Management Amendment Rules, 2021 

 The manufacture, import, 
stocking, distribution, sale and 
use of notified single-use plastic, 
including polystyrene and 
expanded polystyrene commodities 
shall be prohibited with effect 
from the 1st July, 2022. 

 In order to stop littering due to 
light weight plastic carry bags, the 
permitted thickness of plastic 
carry bags has been increased 
from 50 microns to 75 microns 
with effect from 30th September, 
2021 and to 120 microns with 
effect from the 31st December, 
2022. 

 The plastic packaging waste, 
which is not covered under the 
phase out of identified single use 
plastic items, shall be collected and 
managed in an environmentally 
sustainable way through the 
Extended Producer 
Responsibility of the Producer, 
importer and Brand owner (PIBO), 
as per Plastic Waste Management 
Rules, 2016 and EPR has been 
given legal force through Plastic 
Waste Management Amendment 
Rules, 2021. 

 The rules constitute a Special Task 
Force for elimination of single use 
plastics and effective 
implementation of Plastic Waste 
Management Rules, 2016.  

 A National Level Taskforce had 
also been constituted for taking 

coordinated efforts to eliminate 
identified single use plastic items 
and effective implementation of 
Plastic Waste Management Rules, 
2016. 

 The State /UT Governments and 
concerned Central 
Ministries/Departments have also 
been requested to develop a 
comprehensive action plan for 
elimination of single use plastics 
and effective implementation of 
Plastic Waste Management Rules, 
2016, and its implementation in a 
time bound manner. 

 The Government has also been 
taking measures for awareness 
generation towards elimination of 
single use plastics and effective 
implementation of Plastic Waste 
Management Rules, 2016. Eg: 
Awareness Campaigns of Single 
Use Plastic, Essay writing 
competitions, India Plastic 
Challenge Hackathons, etc. 

Concerns 

 The All India Plastic Manufacturers 
Association has said that the ban 
would shutter 88,000 units in the 
plastic manufacturing business. 
These employ close to a million 
people and contribute to exports 
worth ₹25,000 crore.  

 Fast Moving Consumer Goods 
companies (FMCG) would be 
severely affected by the ban due to 
their dependence on plastic straws, 
plates. Their replacements, 
industry representatives say, are 
available but cost much more 
than their plastic alternatives 
which may be unaffordable in most 
cases. This is primarily due to the 
scale at which the alternative 
market currently operates. There is 
also limited capacity in India to 
provide biodegradable 
replacements.  
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 The alternative market needs to be 
offered support through 
government initiatives to make 
their reach wider.  

Way Forward 

 Making India plastic-pollution free 
is not going to be easy and the 
responsibility is not limited to one 
stakeholder — the plastic industry 
or governments, for instance. All 
the stakeholders involved from the 
production of raw materials, plastic 
manufacturers, giant FMCG 
companies, national, state and local 
government along with the 
consumers have their parts to play 
to make the ban a success. 

 The plastic industry, 
manufacturers and FMCG 
companies should consider 
coming up with design changes in 
their product packaging to 
eliminate the necessity of ancillary 
plastics like straws. This will be 
possible when the companies come 
together and pool their resources 
to find an optimal design that not 
only promotes profit but also cares 
for people and the planet. 

 The national and state 
governments have a long road 
ahead of them to ensure 
enforcement of the notified ban. 
This is going to be a work in 
progress, wherein the state 
pollution control boards and 
pollution control committees will 
need to get down on the ground for 
inspection of facilities, known to be 
hubs for plastic manufacturing to 
stop the production of the banned 
plastic items right at the source. 

 Consumers have a larger role to 
play, which ranges from refusing 
the use of plastic carry bags 
irrespective the thickness, 
consuming consciously and 
segregating the solid waste 
generated in the households. This 

will ensure plastic waste can be 
diverted away from dumpsites to 
treatment facilities, where it can be 
recycled and given a second life. 

  

2) Cabinet approves India’s 
Updated Nationally Determined 
Contribution 
Paris Climate Deal 

 The Paris Agreement is a legally 
binding global climate change 
agreement, adopted at the Paris 
climate conference (COP21) to the 
United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) in 2015. The Agreement 
entered into force in 2016.  

o The United Nations 
Framework Convention on 
Climate Change, signed in 
1992 at the United Nations 
Conference on 
Environment and 
Development (also known 
as the Rio Earth Summit), 
constitutes the foundational 
climate agreement that has 
provided the platform for 
most subsequent 
international climate 
agreements. 

 The Paris Agreement’s central aim 
is to strengthen the global response 
to the threat of climate change by 
keeping a global temperature rise 
this century well below 2 degrees 
Celsius above pre-industrial 
levels and to pursue efforts to limit 
the temperature increase even 
further to 1.5 degrees Celsius. 

 A key feature of the Paris 
Agreement has been the way the 
agreement reflects the principle of 
‘common but differentiated 
responsibilities’ (CBDR). This 
principle acknowledges the 
different capabilities and differing 
responsibilities of individual 
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countries in addressing climate 
change. 

 Under the Paris Agreement, 
developed countries are under 
obligation to mobilise at least 
$100 billion every year from the 
year 2020 in climate finance meant 
for the developing world. This 
amount has to be revised upwards 
after five years.  

 The Paris Agreement requires all 
Parties to put forward their best 
efforts through nationally 
determined contributions 
(NDCs) and to strengthen these 
efforts in the years ahead. This 
includes requirements that all 
Parties report regularly on their 
emissions and on their 
implementation efforts. 

India’s enhanced NDCs 
 India at the COP26 to the UNFCCC 

held in Glasgow in 2021 expressed 
to intensify its climate action by 
updating its NDCs and presented to 
the world five nectar elements 
(Panchamrit) of India’s climate 
action.  

 The updated NDCs is as follows: 
o India will increase its non-

fossil fuel power capacity 
to 500 gigawatts (GW) by 
the end of the decade, up 
from 450GW. 

o Half of India’s energy 
needs will be fulfilled by 
renewable sources by 
2030. 

o India’s 2030 carbon 
intensity goal measured as 
carbon dioxide emissions 
per unit of gross domestic 
product will be increased 
from 35% to 45%. 

o The country will also strive 
to cut carbon-dioxide 
emissions by 1 billion 
tonnes from business as 
usual by 2030. 

o By 2070, India will achieve 
the target of net-zero 
emissions. 

 Earlier, India submitted its 
Intended Nationally Determined 
Contribution to UNFCCC in 2015. 
The enhanced NDCs is a step 
towards India’s vision of 
sustainable lifestyles and climate 
justice to protect the poor and 
vulnerable from adverse impacts of 
climate change. 

Why in News? 

 The Union Cabinet chaired by the 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has 
approved India’s updated 
Nationally Determined 
Contribution to be communicated 
to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC). 

 The updated NDC seeks to enhance 
India’s contributions towards the 
achievement of the strengthening 
of global response to the threat of 
climate change, as agreed under the 
Paris Agreement.  Such action will 
also help India usher in low 
emissions growth pathways.   

 

3) Uranium found beyond 
permissible limits in 
groundwater samples  
What’s in the news? 

 A study conducted by the Central 
Ground Water Board (CGWB) has 
revealed occurrences of beyond 
permissible limits of uranium in 
groundwater in several parts of the 
country. 

o CGWB, a subordinate office of 
the Ministry of Jal Shakti, is the 
National Apex Agency 
entrusted with the 
responsibilities of providing 
scientific inputs for 
management, exploration, 
monitoring, assessment, 
augmentation and regulation 
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of ground water resources of 
the country.  

o It was established in 1970 by 
renaming the Exploratory 
Tube wells Organization under 
the Ministry of Agriculture. 

 As per the study, the occurrence of 
uranium in groundwater beyond 
the Bureau of Indian Standards 
(BIS) permissible limits (0.03 mg/l) 
of water was observed in around 
409 groundwater samples against 
14,377 samples analysed by the 
CGWB in around 18 states. 

Causes 

 Uranium is a radioactive material 
that occurs normally in rocks, 
soils, and water. Uranium is more 
commonly found in bedrock, and 
deep bedrock aquifers are much 
more probable to have raised 
uranium amounts than shallow 
wells.  

 While geogenic uranium is the 
principal cause, human-induced 
factors such as uranium, coal, 
phosphate, oil, and gas mining 
processes, agricultural practices 
that use phosphate fertilisers, 
excess nitrate, and groundwater 
levels decrease may all contribute 
to uranium movements. 

 Water contamination from mining 
and milling activities can occur in 
uranium mining regions. 
Furthermore, improper disposal 
in a uranium mine region can be 
attributed to uranium 
contamination of nearby surface 
water, groundwater, soil, and air.  

Health effects associated with Uranium 

 According to medical experts, there 
always is natural uranium present 
in anyone's normal diet, so any 
individual will always have some 
amount of uranium across all parts 
of one's body.  

 The great majority of uranium in 
drinkable water is rapidly cleared 

from the human body, but a small 
portion is absorbed through the 
digestive tract. Long-term 
exposure to high levels of 
uranium can harm an 
individual's kidneys. 

 However, once the exposure is 
reduced significantly, the kidney 
can heal from any of this harm. It is 
unknown whether these tiny 
radioactive materials in drinking 
water increase the risk of 
developing cancer.  

 Furthermore, it becomes a toxic 
heavy metal, and it is also a 
radioactive component that, 
when consumed in large amounts, 
can cause a variety of negative 
health effects such as renal failure, 
decreased bone density, and 
Damage to DNA. 

 

4) Water uptake feature of 
Mangroves helps fight Climate 
change 
What is Mangrove? 

 Mangrove swamps are coastal 
wetlands found in tropical and 
subtropical regions.  

 Mangroves belong primarily to the 
families Rhizophoraceae, 
Acanthaceae, Lythraceae, 
Combretaceae, and Arecaceae. 

 They are characterized by 
halophytic (salt loving) trees, 
shrubs and other plants growing in 
brackish to saline tidal waters.  

 These wetlands are often found in 
estuaries, where fresh water 
meets salt water. 

Adaptation mechanisms 
 Many mangroves characteristically 

have prop roots descending from 
the trunk and branches, providing a 
stable support system in the 
submerged conditions. 

 Many mangrove species survive by 
filtering out as much as 90 percent 
of the salt found in seawater as it 
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enters their roots. Some species 
excrete salt through glands in their 
leaves. 

 Some mangroves have pencil-like 
roots called pneumatophores that 
grow out from the water surface. 
Pneumatophores facilitate the 
aeration necessary for root 
respiration in mangroves. 

 Mangroves, like desert plants, store 
fresh water in thick succulent 
leaves. A waxy coating on the 

leaves seals in water and minimises 
evaporation. 

 Mangroves are viviparous, their 
seeds germinate while still attached 
to the parent tree. Once 
germinated, the seedling grows into 
a propagule. The mature propagule 
then drops into the water and gets 
transported to a different spot, 
eventually taking root in a solid 
ground. 

Significance of mangroves 
 A wide diversity of plants and 

animals are found in mangrove 
swamps. Since these estuarine 
swamps are constantly replenished 
with nutrients transported by fresh 
water runoff from the land and 
flushed by the ebb and flow of the 
tides, they support a bursting 
population of bacteria and other 
decomposers and filter feeders.  

 Because mangroves create dense 
foliage and close proximity of trees, 
they protect shorelines from 
damaging winds and waves. A 
series of studies in the early 2000s 

discovered that mangroves with an 
average height of 6-10 metres 
could shorten a cyclone’s waves by 
60%. 

 Their protective role has been 
widely recognized especially after 
the devastating Tsunami of 2004. 

 Mangrove forests stabilize the 
coastline, and help prevent 
erosion by stabilising sediments 
with their tangled root systems. 

 Mangroves also have a big impact 
on climate. Mangroves are 
powerhouses when it comes to 
carbon storage. Studies indicate 
that mangroves can sequester 
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greater amounts of carbon than 
other trees in the peat soil beneath. 
They store this carbon for 
thousands of years. 

 The intricate root system of 
mangroves also makes these 
forests attractive to fish and other 
organisms seeking food and shelter 
from predators. 

 Many people living in and around 
mangroves depend on them for 
their livelihood. The trees are a 
source of wood for construction 
and fuel. The ecosystem provides 
local fishermen with a rich supply 
of fish, crabs and shellfish. The 
ecosystem also supports tourism. 

Where are mangrove ecosystems 
found? 

 Mangroves can be found in more 
than 120 countries and territories 
in the tropical and subtropical 
regions of the world. The largest 
extent of mangroves is found in 

Asia (42%) followed by Africa 
(20%), North and Central America 
(15%), Oceania (12%) and South 
America (11%).  

 In India, the deltas of the Ganges, 
Mahanadi, Krishna, Godavari, 
and the Cauvery rivers contain 
mangrove forests.  

 The Sundarbans in West Bengal 
is the largest mangrove region in 
the world and a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. It spans from the 
Hooghly River in West Bengal to the 
Baleswar River in Bangladesh.  

 Gulf of Kachchh harbours one of 
the major mangrove formations of 
India. Pichavaram in Tamil Nadu 
has a vast expanse of water covered 
with mangrove forests. It is home to 
many aquatic bird species. 

 The backwaters in Kerala also 
have a high density of mangrove 
forest.  

What are the threats to mangroves? 
 Scientists estimate that at least one 

third of all mangrove forests has 
been lost during the last few 
decades. Coastal development, 

including construction of shrimp 
farms, hotels, and other 
structures, is the primary threat to 
mangroves. 
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 Mangrove forests are cleared to 
make room for agricultural land 
and human settlements. 

 Mangrove trees are used for 
firewood, construction wood, 
charcoal production, and animal 
fodder. In some parts of the world, 
there has been overharvesting 
which is no longer sustainable. 

 Overfishing, pollution, and rising 
sea levels are the other threats to 
mangrove forests and their 
ecosystem. 

Why in News? 
 A team of Indian scientists has 

found that mangrove plants are 
heavily equipped to fight climate 
change. 

 Mangrove plants have a special 
phenomenon called foliar water 
uptake (FWU), which is a 
mechanism that enables plants to 
acquire water from the atmosphere 
through their leaves.  

 The study revealed that as 
mangroves live in a saline sediment 
water environment, the mechanism 
of FWU might be of vital 
importance to acquiring fresh 
water and growth. 

 The study noted that the ability of 
mangrove plants to take up water 
from the rain and atmospheric 
water makes them one of the 
solutions to climate change threats 
across the globe. 

 

5) Commission for Air Quality 
Management in NCR 
Background 

 The Commission for Air Quality 
Management in the National 
Capital Region and Adjoining 
Areas Act, 2021, was passed by 
the Parliament in 2021.  

What is the Act all about? 
 The monitoring and management 

of air quality in the Delhi-NCR 
region has been done in pieces by 

multiple bodies, including the 
Central Pollution Control Board 
(CPCB), the state pollution control 
boards, the state governments in 
the region, including Delhi, 
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, and 
Rajasthan, and the Environment 
Pollution (Prevention and Control) 
Authority (EPCA) of the National 
Capital Region. 

 They, in turn, are monitored by the 
Union Ministry of Environment 
and Forests and Climate Change 
(MoEF), and the Supreme Court 
which monitors air pollution as per 
the judgment in ‘M C Mehta vs 
Union of India’ case in 1988. 

 The Act, however, seeks to create 
an overarching body - Commission 
for Air Quality Management in 
National Capital Region and 
Adjoining Areas - to consolidate 
all monitoring bodies, and to bring 
them on one platform so that air 
quality management can be carried 
out in a more comprehensive, 
efficient, and time-bound manner. 

 The Centre also seeks to relieve 
the Supreme Court from having 
to constantly monitor pollution 
levels through various cases. 

Overarching Body 
 Apart from consolidating all 

agencies that monitored, 
investigated and planned 
mitigation of air pollution in the 
region, the commission has 
replaced the Supreme Court-
appointed Environment 
Pollution (Prevention and 
Control) Authority (EPCA) which 
had been running for 22 years.  

 Over the years, the EPCA’s powers 
had been waning. While dissolving 
the body, the Centre felt that the 
EPCA had become redundant and 
had been ineffective in addressing 
issues related to air pollution. The 
EPCA also did not have penal 
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provisions that the commission 
will now have. 

What are the powers of the 
commission? 

 The Commission is the most 
powerful air pollution 
monitoring body set up by the 
Centre to date. The rulings by the 
commission on air pollution will 
override anything contained in 
any other law. 

 The powers of the commission will 
also supersede that of any other 
body in matters of air pollution. 
Therefore, in cases where conflict 
may arise between orders or 
directions issued by the other state 
governments, state pollution 
control boards or even the Central 
Pollution Control Board, the orders 
of the commission will prevail. 

 The Commission will have the 
power to take measures, issue 
directions and entertain 
complaints “for the purpose of 
protecting and improving the 
quality of air in the National 
Capital Region”. 

 It will also coordinate action taken 
by states on air pollution and will 
lay down parameters for air quality 
and emission or discharge of 
environmental pollutants. It will 
also have powers to restrict 
industries in any area, carry out 
random inspections of any 
premises including factories and be 
able to close down an industry or 
cut its power and water supply in 
case of non-compliance. 

 It will also be monitoring the 
measures taken by the states to 
prevent stubble burning. 

What will be the composition of the 
commission? 

 The Commission will be headed by 
a full-time chairperson with 
experience of not less than 15 years 
in the field of environmental 

protection and pollution control or 
having administrative experience 
of not less than 25 years.  

 The commission will also have 
three members, being 
stakeholders from sectors such as 
agriculture, industry, transport or 
construction apart from 
representatives of several 
ministries. 

 The Chairperson and members of 
the Commission will have a tenure 
of three years or till the age of 
seventy years, whichever is 
earlier, and shall be eligible for re-
appointment. 

 The Act further says that no civil 
court will have jurisdiction to 
entertain any suit, proceeding or 
dispute pertaining to or arising out 
of the actions taken or directions 
issued by the commission and that 
orders of the commission can 
only be contested before the 
National Green Tribunal.  

Why in News? 
 The Commission for Air Quality 

Management has formulated a 
Comprehensive Policy to abate 
the menace of air pollution and 
improve the air quality in Delhi-
NCR through a differentiated 
geographical approach. 

 This policy contains sector-wise 
recommendations to prevent, 
control and abate air pollution in 
the NCR including industries, 
transportation, construction and 
demolition, dust from roads and 
open areas, municipal solid waste 
burning and crop residue burning. 

 The policy also deals with thermal 
power plants, clean fuels and 
electric mobility, public 
transportation, road traffic 
management, diesel generators, 
bursting of firecrackers and abating 
air pollution through greening and 
plantation. 
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 It focuses on abating air pollution 
through greening and plantation on 

a large scale, among other 
mitigation measures. 
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Agriculture 
1) Kisan Credit Card Scheme  
About the Scheme 

 The Kisan Credit Card (KCC) 
scheme was introduced in 1998 
with the aim of providing 
adequate and timely credit 
support from the banking system 
under a single window with flexible 
and simplified procedure to the 
farmers for their cultivation and 
other needs as indicated below: 

a. To meet the short 
term credit requirements 
for cultivation of crops; 
b. Post-harvest 
expenses; 
c. Produce marketing 
loan; 
d. Consumption 
requirements of farmer 
household; 
e. Working capital for 
maintenance of farm assets 
and activities allied to 
agriculture; 
f. Investment credit 
requirement for agriculture 
and allied activities. 

 Note: The aggregate of components 
‘a’ to ‘e’ above will form the short 
term credit limit portion and the 
aggregate of components under ‘f’ 
will form the long term credit 
limit portion. 

 Under the KCC Scheme, a flexible 
limit of Rs.10,000 to Rs.50,000 
has been provided to marginal 
farmers (as Flexi KCC) based on the 
land holding and crops grown. 

 The beneficiaries under the scheme 
will be issued with a Smart card/ 
Debit card. 

 It enables farmers to purchase 
agricultural inputs such as seeds, 

fertilizers, pesticides, etc. and draw 
cash to satisfy their agricultural 
and consumption needs. 

 The Scheme is implemented by 
Commercial Banks, RRBs, Small 
Finance Banks and Cooperatives. 

Eligibility 

 Farmers - individual/joint 
borrowers who are owner 
cultivators; 

 Tenant farmers, oral lessees & 
sharecroppers; 

 Self Help Groups (SHGs) or Joint 
Liability Groups (JLGs) of farmers 
including tenant farmers, 
sharecroppers etc. 

 In 2019, KCC was extended to 
farmers who are involved in 
activities related to animal 
husbandry and fisheries. 

Why in News? 

 A study conducted by the State 
Bank of India (SBI) revealed that 
the KCC scheme has been 
instrumental in bringing a large 
number of farmers (currently 
about 73.7 million active KCCs) 
under the ambit of a formal 
credit mechanism at subsidised 
rate of interest from institutional 
players. 

 However, the study noted that the 
current regulatory norms take too 
much of the banks' time in 
renewing and expanding KCCs. If 
simplified, they could save a lot of 
time, which could be then 
reallocated for fresh lending. 

 It suggested a Livelihood Credit 
Card (LCC) encompassing a multi-
purpose loan covering a rural 
household’s entire activities for 
ease of doing business. 
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Economy 
1) Fiscal Deficit 
About FRBM Act 

 The Fiscal Responsibility and 
Budget Management (FRBM) Act 
was enacted in 2003. It is 
concerned with the maintenance of 
a balance between government 
revenue and government 
spending. 

 The Act set targets for the 
government to reduce fiscal 
deficits. It was mandated that both 
states and the centre would cut the 
fiscal deficit to 3% by 2008-09. The 
targets were put off several times.  

o Fiscal deficit is the 
difference between total 
expenditure and total 
receipts except borrowing 
and other liabilities. 

 The Act also mandated that along 
with the budget, the Central 
Government should place the 
following three policy statements 
before houses of Parliament.  

o Medium-term Fiscal Policy 
Statement: It sets a three-
year rolling target for 
specific fiscal indicators and 
examines whether revenue 
expenditure can be financed 
through revenue receipts on 
a sustainable basis and how 
productively capital receipts 
including market 
borrowings are being 
utilised.  

o Fiscal Policy Strategy 
Statement: It sets the 
priorities of the government 
in the fiscal area, examining 
current policies and 
justifying any deviation in 
important fiscal measures.  

o Macroeconomic 
Framework Statement: It 
assesses the prospects of the 

economy with respect to the 
GDP growth rate, fiscal 
balance of the central 
government and external 
balance. 

 In 2016, the government set up a 
committee under NK Singh to 
review the FRBM Act. The 
government believed the targets 
were too rigid.  

Recommendations of NK Singh 
Committee 

 The committee recommended that 
the central government should 
bring down the fiscal deficit to 
3% of the GDP by 2020, cut it to 
2.8% in 2020-21 and 2.5% by 
2023. 

 The committee also recommended 
that states should keep their 
fiscal deficit under 3% of their 
respective gross state domestic 
product (GSDP). 

 It also suggested that India should 
adopt a debt-to-GDP ratio as a 
new anchor of fiscal policy along 
with the fiscal deficit and 
gradually bring it down to 60 
per cent — comprising 40 per 
cent for the Centre and 20 per 
cent for the states.  

Current Status 
 However, Covid-19 pandemic and 

resultant lockdown led to a sharp 
rise in deficit level as government 
spending jumped to support the 
economy.  
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 At present, the Centre is targeting a 

fiscal deficit of 6.4 percent of GDP 
for the Financial Year 2022-23. 
The government aims to bring 
down the fiscal deficit to 4.5 per 
cent by 2024-25. 

Why in News? 
 The central government's fiscal 

deficit stood at Rs 3.52 lakh crore 
in April-June, accounting for 21.2 
percent of the full-year target. 

 The Centre is targeting a fiscal 
deficit of Rs 16.61 lakh crore for 
FY23, or 6.4 percent of GDP. 

 

2) Economic Advisory Council to 
the Prime Minister 
EAC-PM 

 Economic Advisory Council to the 
Prime Minister (EAC-PM) is a non-
constitutional, non-permanent 
and independent body 
constituted to give advice on 
economic and related issues to the 
Government of India, specifically to 
the Prime Minister. 

 The Terms of Reference of EAC-PM 
include analyzing any issue, 
economic or otherwise, referred to 

it by the Prime Minister and 
advising him thereon, addressing 
issues of macroeconomic 
importance and presenting views 
thereon to the Prime Minister.  

 These could be either suo-motu or 
on reference from the Prime 
Minister or anyone else. 

 The chairman is appointed from 
time to time when the body is 
constituted. 

Why in News? 

 A meeting of the Economic 
Advisory Council was held recently. 

 
3) Participatory Notes  
What are P-Notes?  

 P-Notes or Participatory Notes are 
instruments issued by a 
registered Foreign Institutional 
Investor (FII) to an overseas 
investor who wishes to invest in 
Indian stock markets without 
registering themselves with the 
market regulator, the Securities 
and Exchange Board of India 
(SEBI). 

 To invest in the Indian stock 
markets and to avoid the 
cumbersome regulatory approval 
process, investors trade 
participatory notes. They, however, 
need to go through a due 
diligence process. 

What are the government & regulatory 
concerns?  

 The primary reason why P-Notes 
are worrying is because of the 
anonymous nature of the 
instrument as these investors 
could be beyond the reach of Indian 
regulators.  

 Further, there is a view that it is 
being used in money laundering 
with wealthy Indians, like the 
promoters of companies, using it to 
bring back unaccounted funds and 
to manipulate their stock prices. 
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What has SEBI done to regulate P-
Notes?  

 SEBI has taken a number of steps to 
tighten rules on P-Notes.  

 From 2011, FIIs have had to follow 
KYC norms and submit details of 
transactions.  

 In 2014, new rules on FIIs made it 
mandatory for those issuing P-
Notes to submit a monthly report 
disclosing their portfolios.  

 Also, SEBI has mandated that in 
addition to KYC, the anti-money 
laundering rules (AML) will also 
be applicable to P-Note holders.  

Why in News? 

 Investment in the Indian capital 
markets through P-notes declined 
to ₹80,092 crore till June-end, 
making it the lowest level in 20 
months. 
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Organisations 
1) What is the International Court 
of Justice? 
Context 

 The International Court of Justice 
(ICJ) has set aside Myanmar’s 
objection to the trial of genocide 
case involving Rohingyas of the 
country. Now the case filed by 
Gambia will be heard by the ICJ in 
full.  

 Gambia has alleged that the 
Myanmar army indulged in 
genocide of the Rohingya 
community in what it called a 
‘clearance operation’. A separate 
fact-finding committee of the UN 
concluded that the 2017 military 
campaign forced more than 7 lakh 
Rohingyas to flee Myanmar to 
neighbouring Bangladesh. 

About ICJ 
 The ICJ is the principal judicial 

organ of the United Nations (UN). 
It was established in 1945 by the 
Charter of the United Nations and 
began work in 1946. 

 The court is the successor to the 
Permanent Court of 
International Justice (PCIJ), 
which was brought into being 
through, and by, the League of 
Nations, and which held its 
inaugural sitting at the Peace Palace 
in The Hague, Netherlands, in 1922. 

 After World War II, the League of 
Nations and PCIJ were replaced by 
the United Nations and ICJ 
respectively.  

Seat and role 

 Like the PCIJ, the ICJ is based at the 
Peace Palace in The Hague. It is 
the only one of the six principal 
organs of the UN that is not 
located in New York City. (The 
other five organs are the General 
Assembly, the Security Council, the 
Economic and Social Council, the 

Trusteeship Council, and the 
Secretariat.) 

 The ICJ’s role is to settle, in 
accordance with international law, 
legal disputes submitted to it by 
States and to give advisory 
opinions on legal questions 
referred to it by authorized United 
Nations organs and specialized 
agencies.  

 English and French are the ICJ’s 
official languages. 

 All members of the UN are 
automatically parties to the ICJ 
statute, but this does not 
automatically give the ICJ 
jurisdiction over disputes 
involving them. The ICJ gets 
jurisdiction only if both parties 
consent to it. 

 The judgment of the ICJ is final and 
technically binding on the parties 
to a case. There is no provision of 
appeal; it can at the most, be 
subject to interpretation or, upon 
the discovery of a new fact, 
revision. 

 However, the ICJ has no way to 
ensure compliance of its orders, 
and its authority is derived from 
the willingness of countries to 
abide by them. 

Judges of the court 
 The ICJ has 15 judges who are 

elected to nine-year terms by the 
UN General Assembly and 
Security Council, which vote 
simultaneously but separately. 
To be elected, a candidate must 
receive a majority of the votes in 
both bodies, a requirement that 
sometimes necessitates multiple 
rounds of voting.  

 A third of the court is elected 
every three years. Judges are 
eligible for re-election. 
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2) Asian Development Bank  
About ADB 

 The Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) was founded in 1966 with 
the primary mission of fostering 
growth and cooperation among 
countries in the Asia-Pacific Region. 

 It is headquartered in Manila, 
Philippines.  

 At present, ADB comprises 68 
members (including India)- of 
which 49 are from within Asia and 
the Pacific and 19 outside. 

 The ADB was modeled closely on 
the World Bank, and has a similar 
weighted voting system where 
votes are distributed in proportion 
with members' capital 
subscriptions. 

 ADB assists its members, and 
partners, by providing loans, 
technical assistance, grants, and 
equity investments to promote 
social and economic development. 

 The two largest shareholders of the 
ADB are the US and Japan.  

 ADB is an official United Nations 
Observer. 

Why in News? 

 The Asian Development Bank has 
lowered its growth forecast for 
India to 7.2% for 2022-23 from a 
7.5% projection made in April, 
citing higher than anticipated 
inflation. 

 In a supplement to its Asian 
Development Outlook report, the 
Bank raised the inflation forecast 

for India to 6.7% for FY23 from the 
5.8 % estimated earlier. 

 

3) European Union  
About EU 

 The European Union (EU) is a 
unique economic and political 
union between 27 European 
countries.  

 The United Kingdom, which had 
been a founding member of the EU, 
left the organization in 2020. 

 The EU was created by the 
Maastricht Treaty, which entered 
into force in 1993. The treaty was 
designed to enhance European 
political and economic integration 
by creating a single currency (the 
euro), a unified foreign and security 
policy, and common citizenship 
rights and by advancing 
cooperation in the areas of 
immigration, asylum, and judicial 
affairs.  

 Additionally, the Treaty of Lisbon, 
enacted in 2009, gave the EU more 
broad powers that included being 
authorized to sign international 
treaties, increase border patrol, 
and other security and 
enforcement provisions. 

 EU’s headquarters is currently 
located in Brussels, Belgium. 

 Currently, the euro is the official 
currency of 19 out of 27 EU 
member countries which together 
constitute the Eurozone, officially 
called the euro area. 
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Why in News? 
 The European Union has cut its 

forecasts for economic growth in 
the euro zone for this year largely 
due to the impact of the war in 
Ukraine. 

 The EU now predicts growth of 
2.6% this year for the 19-country 
currency bloc. 
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Science and Technology 
1) Sustainability in outer space 
Context 

 The U.K. recently hosted the fourth 
summit for Space Sustainability 
and announced a new ‘Plan for 
Space Sustainability.’  

 This plan aims to set a global 
commercial framework for the 
regulation of commercial satellites. 
It also aims to induce additional 
funding for active debris removal 
and to emphasise international 
engagement on space 
sustainability. 

What does sustainability in outer space 
mean? 

 The earth’s orbital environment 
has more than tripled in the past 
decade. As the cost of missions 
reduce and the number of players 
increase, the complexity of 
missions and slot allotment issues 
also increase. With the emergence 
of large constellations and complex 
satellites, there is a risk of 
collisions and interference with 
radio frequencies.  

 One of the hot issues when it comes 
to space sustainability is orbital 
crowding. It poses a direct threat 
to the operations and safety of a 
mission. 

 Space debris is another prominent 
issue. After the completion of a 
mission, an ‘end-of-life protocol’ 
requires space objects to be moved 
to the graveyard orbit or to a low 
altitude. Neither of the options are 
sustainable in the long run.  

 Other causes of concern are solar 
and magnetic storms which 
potentially damage communication 
systems. Such space weather 
threats need to be addressed along 
with the efforts to identify the 
terrestrial carbon footprint of 
outer space missions. 

 Long-term sustainability looks 
toward space research and 
development of technology to 
ensure the reuse and recycling of 
satellites at every stage.  

Measures Taken 

 As outer space is considered a 
shared natural resource, the 
United Nations Committee on the 
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space 
(COPUOS) in 2019 adopted a set of 
21 voluntary, non-binding 
guidelines to ensure the long-term 
sustainability of outer space 
activities. 

 The guidelines cover a range of 
recommended behaviors and best 
practices in space, including safety 
of space operations and 
international cooperation. 

Scenario in India 

 The headquarters of the Indian 
National Space Promotion and 
Authorisation Centre (In-SPACe) 
was formally inaugurated recently. 
One can expect an increased role 
of the private sector in India’s 
space activities.  

o IN-SPACe is an independent 
nodal agency under 
Department of Space (DOS) 
for allowing space activities 
and usage of DOS owned 
facilities by Non-
Government-Private-Entities. 

 India hosts promising start-ups like 
Agnikul and Skyroot, which are 
developing launch vehicles for 
small payloads and Dhruva Space, 
which works on high-tech solar 
panels for satellites and satellite 
deployers. India is well on its way 
to create a subsystem that 
addresses global sustainability 
questions. 

 The Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) has initiated 
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‘Project NETRA’ to monitor space 
debris. The domestic surveillance 
system would provide first-hand 
information on the status of debris, 
which would aid further planning 
on protecting space assets.  

 In 2022, India and the U.S. signed 
a new pact for monitoring space 
objects at the 2+2 dialogue.  

 To provide in-orbit servicing, ISRO 
is developing a docking 
experiment called ‘SPADEX’. It 
looks at docking a satellite on an 
existing satellite, offering support 
in re-fuelling and other in-orbit 
services while enhancing the 
capability of a satellite. This would 
not only ensure the longevity of a 
mission but would also provide a 
futuristic option to combine 
missions/experiments. 

Way Forward 

 Sustainable practices in outer space 
would directly help reduce orbital 
crowding and collision risk while 
nurturing future technologies. As 
the natural course of evolution, the 
Plan for Space Sustainability, which 
includes private industries, is a 
timely move. This would serve as a 
model for other space programmes. 

 However, the broad question of 
sustainability cannot be driven by 
one country/entity alone. While 
most National Space Programs set 
sustainability standards, a 
collective effort by all space 
players is needed to set equitable 
standards for the ease of activities.  

 

2) Dark Matter 
About Dark matter  

 Dark Matter refers to the 
hypothetical matter that scientists 
have not been able to locate in the 
universe - either through 
telescopes or using any other 
technological method.  

 Dark matter works like an 
attractive force — a kind of 
cosmic cement that holds our 
universe together.  

 Unlike normal matter, dark matter 
does not interact with the 
electromagnetic force. This 
means it does not absorb, reflect 
or emit light, making it 
extremely hard to spot.  

 In fact, researchers have been able 
to infer the existence of dark 
matter only from the gravitational 
effect it seems to have on visible 
matter.  

 In the 1930s, astronomer Fritz 
Zwicky speculated about the 
presence of “dark matter” for the 
first time. 

Dark energy 

 Dark energy is a repulsive force — 
a sort of anti-gravity — 
hypothesised to be responsible 
for the accelerated expansion of 
the Universe.  

 Like Dark Matter, Dark Energy is 
not directly observed, but rather 
inferred from observations of 
gravitational interactions between 
astronomical objects. 

 It is distributed evenly 
throughout the universe, not 
only in space but also in time – in 
other words, its effect is not diluted 
as the universe expands.  

 The even distribution means that 
dark energy does not have any 
local gravitational effects, but 
rather a global effect on the 
universe as a whole. This leads to 
a repulsive force, which tends to 
accelerate the expansion of the 
universe.  

 Dark energy is the far more 
dominant force of the two, 
accounting for roughly 68 percent 
of the universe’s total mass and 
energy. Dark matter makes up 
27 percent. And the rest — a 
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measly 5 percent — is all the 
regular matter we see and interact 
with every day.  

 Current hypotheses propose dark 
energy might emerge from the 
bubbling of empty space, a small 
effect that is also widespread, 
making it powerful enough to drag 
apart clusters of galaxies without 
ripping them apart from within. 

Why in News? 

 Physicists have started 
experiments using the world’s 
biggest dark-matter detector— 
known as LUX-ZEPLIN (LZ)— in 
the United States.  

 As of today, this is the most 
sensitive dark matter detector in 
the world.  

Why do physicists believe strongly that 
dark matter exists? 

 There is strong indirect evidence 
for dark matter. For example, 
astronomical observations show 
that the stars in a typical galaxy 
swirl so fast that their collective 
gravity isn’t enough to keep them 
from flying into space.  

 So physicists assume that some 
sort of invisible dark matter—
presumably, a new particle—
provides the extra gravity needed 
to rein in the stars. 

 Dark matter could also explain 
certain optical illusions that 
astronomers see in the deep 
universe.  

 For example, pictures of galaxies 
that include strange rings and arcs 
of light could be explained if the 
light from even more distant 
galaxies is being distorted and 
magnified by massive, invisible 
clouds of dark matter in the 
foreground-a phenomenon known 
as gravitational lensing. 

 

 
 

3) Monkeypox 
About 

 Monkeypox is a viral zoonotic 
disease (a virus transmitted to 
humans from animals) that occurs 
primarily in tropical rainforest 
areas of Central and West Africa 
and is occasionally exported to 
other regions.  

 It is caused by monkeypox virus, 
an enveloped double-stranded 
DNA virus that belongs to the 
Orthopoxvirus genus of the 
Poxviridae family. There are two 
distinct genetic clades of the 
monkeypox virus: the central 
African (Congo Basin) clade and 
the west African clade. 

 Monkeypox is usually a self-
limited disease, which resolves 
spontaneously, with or without 
specific treatment, with the 
symptoms lasting from 2 to 4 
weeks. Severe cases can occur. In 
recent times, the case fatality 
ratio has been around 3–6%. 

Transmission 

 Monkeypox virus is transmitted 
from infected animals to humans 
via indirect or direct contact. 
Human-to-human transmission 
can occur through direct contact 
with infectious skin or lesions, 
including face-to-face, skin-to-skin, 
respiratory droplets and sexual 
contact. Transmission can also 
occur from contaminated 
materials such as linens, bedding, 
electronics, clothing, that have 
infectious skin particles. 

 Various animal species have been 
identified as susceptible to 
monkeypox virus. This includes 
rope squirrels, tree squirrels, 
Gambian pouched rats, dormice, 
non-human primates and other 
species. 
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Treatment 
 Vaccines used during the smallpox 

eradication programme also 
provided protection against 
monkeypox.  

 Newer vaccines have been 
developed of which one has been 
approved for prevention of 
monkeypox. 

Why in News? 

 India has confirmed its first death 
caused by monkeypox in the 
southern state of Kerala. This is the 
fourth monkeypox death reported 
globally, outside of Africa. 

 

4) James Webb Space Telescope  
About JWST 

 In 2021, NASA launched its James 
Webb Space Telescope (JWST), 
opening a new era of astronomy. 

 The telescope is an international 
collaboration led by NASA in 
partnership with the European 
and Canadian space agencies. 

 Webb, the world’s premier space 
science observatory, will succeed 
the Hubble Space Telescope, 
NASA’s flagship telescope that has 
been in service for more than three 
decades now. 

Mission’s Objective 

 The science goals for the Webb can 
be grouped into four themes. The 
first is to look back around 13.5 
billion years to see the first stars 
and galaxies forming out of the 
darkness of the early universe. 
Second, to compare the faintest, 
earliest galaxies to today’s grand 
spirals and understand how 
galaxies assemble over billions of 
years.  

 Third, to see where stars and 
planetary systems are being 
born. And fourth, to observe the 
atmospheres of extrasolar 
planets (beyond our solar system), 
and perhaps find the building 

blocks of life elsewhere in the 
universe. The telescope will also 
study objects within our own Solar 
System. 

 
Orbit 

 Hubble orbits the Earth at an 
altitude of ~570 km. Webb does 
not orbit the Earth, instead it sits 
at the Earth-Sun L2 Lagrange 
point, 1.5 million km away.  

 This means that Webb orbits the 
Sun along with the Earth, but will 
stay fixed at the same spot in 
relation to the Earth and the Sun.  

o Lagrange points are positions 
in space where objects sent 
there tend to stay put. At 
Lagrange points, the 
gravitational pull of two 
large masses precisely 
equals the centripetal force 
required for a small object 
to move with them. These 
points in space can be used by 
spacecraft to reduce fuel 
consumption needed to 
remain in position. There are 
five such points in the Sun-
Earth system and they are 
denoted as L1, L2, L3, L4 and 
L5. 

o Objects placed at these 
positions are relatively stable 
and require minimal external 
energy to keep themselves 
there. L2 is a position directly 
behind Earth in the line 
joining the Sun and the Earth. 



37 
 

For free learning, visit www.officerspulse.com 
 

 
 At the L2 point, Webb’s solar shield 

will block the light from the Sun, 
Earth, and Moon, which will help it 
stay cool — important for an 
infrared telescope. 

Significance 

 NASA says Webb is not Hubble’s 
replacement — rather, its 
successor whose science goals 
were motivated by the results from 
Hubble.  

 Powerful space telescopes, like 
JWST or the Hubble Telescope, are 
often called time-machines 
because of their ability to view very 
faraway objects. The light coming 
from those objects, stars or 
galaxies, which is captured by these 
telescopes, began its journey 
millions of years earlier.  

 Essentially, what these telescopes 
see are images of these stars or 
galaxies as they were millions of 
years ago. The more distant the 
planet or star, the farther back in 
time are the telescopes able to see. 

 Webb is about 100 times more 
sensitive than Hubble and is 
expected to transform scientists’ 
understanding of the universe and 
our place in it. 

 JWST is much more powerful and 
has the ability to look in the 
infrared spectrum, which will 
allow it to peer through much 
deeper into the universe, and see 
through obstructions such as gas 
clouds. 

 As electromagnetic waves travel 
for long distances, they lose energy, 
resulting in an increase in their 
wavelength. An ultraviolet wave, 
for example, can slowly move into 
the visible light spectrum and the 
infrared spectrum, and further 
weaken to microwaves or radio 
waves, as it loses energy.  

 Hubble was designed to look 
mainly into the ultraviolet and 
visible regions of the 
electromagnetic spectrum. JWST is 
primarily an infrared telescope, 
allowing it to gaze through clouds 
of gas and dust where stars are 
being born, the first of its kind. 

 Webb’s mirror is much larger 
than Hubble’s; it can, therefore, 
look farther back into time than 
Hubble. Webb’s primary mirror is 
approximately 6.5 metres in 
diameter compared to Hubble’s 
mirror has a diameter of 2.4 
metres, which means Webb’s 
collecting area is around 6.25 times 
that of Hubble’s.  

Why in News? 

 The United States space research 
agency NASA has released the 
deepest and sharpest infrared 
image of the distant universe that 
has ever been seen, heralding a 
major event in astronomy. It was 
taken by the James Webb Space 
Telescope, the largest and most 
powerful telescope ever built.  
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 Thousands of galaxies — including 
the faintest objects ever observed 
in the infrared — have appeared in 
Webb’s view for the first time, all 
captured in a relatively small area.  

What can be seen in the image? 

 Calling it “Webb’s First Deep 
Field”, NASA said the image shows 
galaxies that were once invisible to 
us.  

 This image of the galactic cluster 
known as SMACS 0723 contains 
thousands of galaxies, some of 
which are as far away as 13.1 
billion light years. Since light 
takes a long time to travel so far, 
we are seeing the galaxies not as 
they look today, but as they looked 
13.1 billion years ago. The bluer 
galaxies are more mature ones, 

containing many stars and little 
dust. The redder galaxies contain 
more dust, from which stars are 
still forming. 

 Taken by Webb’s Near-Infrared 
Camera (NIRCam), the image was 
made by combining various images 
at different wavelengths.  

 The combined mass of the galaxy 
cluster acts as a gravitational lens, 
magnifying much more distant 
galaxies behind it. This will help 
researchers in learning more about 
the galaxies’ masses, ages, histories, 
and compositions, as Webb seeks 
out the earliest galaxies in the 
universe. 
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5) Antimicrobial Resistance 
About AMR 

 Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) 
occurs when bacteria, viruses, 
fungi and parasites change over 
time and no longer respond to 
medicines making infections 
harder to treat and increasing the 
risk of disease spread, severe 
illness and death.  

 As a result of drug resistance, 
antibiotics and other antimicrobial 
medicines become ineffective and 
infections become increasingly 
difficult or impossible to treat. 

 AMR is a global health and 
development threat. It requires 
urgent multisectoral action in order 
to achieve the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). 

 WHO has declared that AMR is one 
of the top 10 global public health 
threats facing humanity. 

 Microorganisms that have 
antimicrobial resistance are 
sometimes called “superbugs”. 

Why is antimicrobial resistance a 
global concern? 

 The emergence and spread of drug-
resistant pathogens that have 
acquired new resistance 
mechanisms, leading to 
antimicrobial resistance, continues 
to threaten our ability to treat 
common infections.  

 Especially alarming is the rapid 
global spread of multi- and pan-
resistant bacteria that cause 
infections that are not treatable 
with existing antimicrobial 
medicines such as antibiotics. 

 The cost of AMR to national 
economies and their health 
systems is significant as it affects 
productivity of patients or their 
caretakers through prolonged 
hospital stays and the need for 
more expensive and intensive 
care.   

What accelerates the emergence and 
spread of antimicrobial resistance? 

 AMR occurs naturally over time, 
usually through genetic changes.  

 Antimicrobial resistant organisms 
are found in people, animals, food, 
plants and the environment (in 
water, soil and air). They can 
spread from person to person or 
between people and animals, 
including from food of animal 
origin.  

Other causes 

 The main drivers of antimicrobial 
resistance include:  

o the misuse and overuse of 
antimicrobials;  

o overuse of antibiotics in 
livestock and fish farming; 

o lack of access to clean water, 
sanitation and hygiene 
(WASH) for both humans 
and animals;  

o poor infection and disease 
prevention and control in 
health-care facilities and 
farms;  

o poor access to quality, 
affordable medicines, 
vaccines and diagnostics;  

o lack of awareness and 
knowledge; and  

o lack of enforcement of 
legislation.   

Fight against AMR 

Need for coordinated action 

 AMR is a complex problem that 
requires a united multisectoral 
approach.  

 The “One Health” approach brings 
together multiple sectors and 
stakeholders engaged in human, 
terrestrial and aquatic animal and 
plant health, food and feed 
production and the environment to 
communicate and work together in 
the design and implementation of 
programmes, policies, legislation 
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and research to attain better public 
health outcomes.   

 Greater innovation and 
investment is required in 
operational research, and in 
research and development of new 
antimicrobial medicines, vaccines, 
and diagnostic tools. 

Global Action Plan on Antimicrobial 
Resistance  

 Globally, countries committed to 
the framework set out in the Global 
Action Plan (GAP) 2015 on AMR 
during the 2015 World Health 
Assembly of WHO and committed 
to the development and 
implementation of multisectoral 
national action plans.  

World Antimicrobial Awareness Week 
(WAAW) 

 Held annually since 2015 (18 to 24 
November), WAAW is a global 
campaign that aims to raise 
awareness of antimicrobial 
resistance worldwide and 
encourage best practices among the 
general public, health workers and 
policy makers to slow the 
development and spread of drug-
resistant infections.  

The Global Antimicrobial Resistance 
and Use Surveillance System (GLASS) 

 WHO launched the GLASS in 2015 
to foster standardized 
Antimicrobial resistance 
surveillance globally. Currently 
GLASS collects and reports data on 
Antimicrobial resistance rates 
aggregated at national level. 

AWaRe tool 
 In 2019, the WHO launched a new 

online tool aimed at guiding policy-
makers and health workers to use 
antibiotics safely and more 
effectively.  

  The tool, known as ‘AWaRe’, 
classifies antibiotics into three 
groups: 

o Access — antibiotics used 
to treat the most common 
and serious infections 

o Watch — antibiotics 
available at all times in the 
healthcare system 

o Reserve — antibiotics to be 
used sparingly or preserved 
and used only as a last 
resort 

NAP-AMR 

 The Government of India adopted 
the National Action Plan on AMR 
(NAP-AMR) in 2017, with the 
Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare (MoHFW) as the nodal 
ministry. 

 The overarching goal of NAP-AMR 
is to effectively combat 
antimicrobial resistance in India, 
and contribute towards the global 
efforts to tackle this public health 
threat. 

Red Line Campaign 

 The Union Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare has made it 
mandatory to display a 5mm-thick 
red vertical band (line) on 
packaging of prescription-only 
drugs (which compulsorily require 
Doctors’ Prescription).  

 It aims at sensitising people and 
making them cautious while buying 
these Antibiotic medicines that are 
widely sold without prescriptions. 

Why in News? 

 The National Centre for Disease 
Control (NCDC), under the Ministry 
of Health and Family Welfare, has 
conducted various Information, 
Education & Communication (IEC) 
activities in schools, colleges and 
Health melas to create awareness 
about AMR, its containment & 
prevention and judicial use of 
antibiotics among the common 
public. 
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6) Kala Azar 
What is it? 

 Kala-azar or visceral 
leishmaniasis (VL) is a tropical 
parasitic disease characterised by 
irregular fever, weight loss, 
anaemia and swelling of the spleen 
and liver.  

 A chronic and potentially fatal 
disease, VL is caused by a 
protozoan Leishmania parasite 
and is transmitted to humans by 
the bite of infected female 
sandflies.  

 According to WHO, globally, about 
7 to 10 lakh new cases occur 
annually. India accounts for about 
two-thirds of the total global cases, 
and the disease is endemic to 
Bihar, Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh 
and West Bengal.  

 The disease affects some of the 
poorest people and is linked to 
malnutrition, population 
displacement, poor housing, a weak 
immune system and a lack of 
financial resources. Leishmaniasis 
is also linked to environmental 
changes such as deforestation, and 
urbanisation, according to WHO. 

 Kala azar, also known as black 
fever, is one of the most dangerous 
neglected tropical diseases 
(NTDs). 

What does the treatment include? 

 Leishmaniasis is a treatable and 
curable disease, which requires an 
immunocompetent system and 
thus those having a weak immune 
system are prone to get severely 
affected. All patients diagnosed 
require prompt and complete 
treatment. 

 Anti-leishmanial medicines are 
available for treatment. Vector 
control is also recommended by 
the WHO, which means reducing or 
interrupting the transmission of 
disease by decreasing the number 

of sandflies in surroundings 
through insecticide spray, use of 
insecticide-treated nets, etc. 

 The government aimed to eliminate 
the disease in India by 2015, but 
that deadline was missed. However, 
the number of cases has been 
brought down significantly through 
the National Kala-Azar 
Elimination Programme. 
Medicines, insecticides and 
technical support are given by the 
central government, while state 
governments provide for costs 
involved in implementation.  

Why in News? 

 Several districts of West Bengal 
reported rising cases of Kala-Azar 
disease. 

Related Information 

Neglected Tropical Diseases  
 Neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) 

are a diverse group of 
communicable diseases that 
prevail in tropical and 
subtropical conditions in 149 
countries which will affect more 
than one billion people and cost 
developing economies.  

 Populations living in poverty 
without adequate sanitation and in 
close contact with infectious 
vectors and domestic animals and 
livestock are those worst affected. 

 They are called "neglected" because 
they generally afflict the world's 
poor and historically have not 
received as much attention as other 
diseases. 

 More than 70% of countries and 
territories that report the presence 
of neglected tropical diseases are 
low-income or lower middle-
income economies. 

 NTD includes Dengue, Blinding 
trachoma, Human dog-mediated 
rabies, Leprosy (Hansen disease), 
Endemic treponematoses (yaws), 
Human African trypanosomiasis 
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(sleeping sickness), Leishmaniasis, 
Lymphatic filariasis, etc. 

 

7) Zika Virus  
What is Zika virus? 

 Zika is a viral infection, spread by 
mosquitoes.  

 The vector is the Aedes aegypti 
mosquito, which also spreads 
dengue and chikungunya. 
Additionally, infected people can 
transmit Zika sexually.  

 First identified in Uganda in 1947 
in monkeys, Zika was detected in 
humans five years later. In India, 
Zika virus was first recorded in 
1952-53.  

 In 2015, a major outbreak in Brazil 
led to the revelation that Zika can 
be associated with microcephaly, 
a condition in which babies are 
born with small and 
underdeveloped brains. 

What are the symptoms of Zika virus? 
 Most people infected with the virus 

do not develop symptoms.  
 When they are manifested, the 

symptoms are similar to those of 
flu, including fever, bodyache, 
headache etc.  

 If the symptoms worsen, people 
should seek medical advice. 
Additional symptoms can include 
the occasional rash like in dengue, 
while some patients also have 
conjunctivitis.  

 The incubation period (the time 
from exposure to symptoms) of 
Zika virus disease is estimated to 
be 3-14 days. 

Treatment 
 Zika has no treatment or vaccine. 

The symptoms of Zika virus are 
mild and usually require rest, 
consumption of plenty of fluids, 

and common pain and fever 
medicines, according to the WHO. 

Control Measures 

 Governments take mosquito 
control measures such as 
spraying of pesticides, use of 
repellents etc. Because of the 
possibility of congenital 
abnormalities and sexual 
transmission, there is also focus on 
contraceptives. 

 The WHO requires countries to 
counsel sexually active men and 
women on the matter to minimise 
chances of conception at the time of 
an outbreak. 

Why in News? 

 Experts from the Indian Council of 
Medical Research (ICMR) alerted 
states about the spread of the zika 
virus in several parts of India.  
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Reports and Indices 
1) India Innovation Index-2021 
What’s in the news? 

 NITI Aayog has released the India 
Innovation Index-2021. 

 The idea of the index is to showcase 
the government's initiative to 
create an innovation-driven 
economy. 

 This is the third edition of the 
report which presents an 
evaluation of the innovation 
readiness of states and UTs. 

About the Index          
 Prepared by NITI Aayog and the 

Institute for Competitiveness, the 
India Innovation Index is a 
comprehensive tool for the 
evaluation and development of 

the country’s innovation 
ecosystem.  

 It ranks the states and the union 
territories on their innovation 
performance to build healthy 
competition amongst them. 

 The third edition highlights the 
scope of innovation analysis in the 
country by drawing on the 
framework of the Global Innovation 
Index.  

 The number of indicators has 
increased from 36 (in the India 
Innovation Index 2020) to 66 (in 
the India Innovation Index 2021). 
The indicators are now distributed 
across 16 sub-pillars, which, in 
turn, form seven key pillars. 

Highlights of the Index 
 Karnataka has bagged the top rank 

in the latest index. The State has 
held this position, under the Major 
States category, in all three editions 
of the Index so far. 

 Manipur secured the lead in the 
Northeast and Hill States category, 
while Chandigarh was the top 

performer in the Union Territories 
and City States category. 

 Karnataka was followed by 
Telangana, Haryana, Maharashtra 
and Tamil Nadu. Chhattisgarh, 
Odisha, Bihar and Gujarat were at 
the bottom of the index. 
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Recommendations 

 Pointing out that India’s average 
innovation score is arguably 
insufficient, the report has 
recommended measures, such as 
increasing Gross Domestic 
Expenditure on R&D (GDERD), 
promoting private sector 
participation in R&D and closing 
the gap between industry 
demand and what the country 
produces through its education 
systems. 

 The report went on to state that 
countries that spend less on GDERD 
fail to retain their human capital in 
the long run and the ability to 
innovate is dependent on the 
quality of human capital; India’s 
GDERD as a percentage of GDP 
stood at about 0.7%. 

 The report recommends GDERD 
for improvement and should 
touch at least 2%, which would 
play an instrumental role in India 
achieving the goal of a 5 trillion 
economy and further influence its 
innovative footprint across the 
globe. It added that the private 
sector needs to pick up pace in 
R&D.  

 The report has also suggested that 
India needs to undertake efforts in 
creative goods and services, 
which have been ignored for a long 
time while also pushing more 
start-ups to file patents across 
India.  

 Finally, it also suggested promoting 
the spirit of competitive 
federalism, which forces 
states/UTs to perform well, and 
ensures encompassing growth. 

 

2) Global Gender Gap Index 
About the Index 

 The Global Gender Gap Report is a 
flagship publication of the World 
Economic Forum.  

 The report benchmarks the 
evolution of gender-based gaps in 
four areas:  

o Economic participation 
and opportunity (includes 
metrics such as percentage 
of women who are part of 
the labour force, wage 
equality for similar work, 
earned income etc),  

o Educational attainment 
(literacy rate and the 
enrolment rates in primary, 
secondary and tertiary 
education), 

o Health and survival (sex 
ratio at birth and healthy life 
expectancy), 

o Political empowerment 
(percentage of women in 
Parliament, the percentage 
of women in ministerial 
positions etc).   

 On each of the four sub-indices as 
well as on the overall index the 
report provides scores between 0 
and 1, where 1 shows full gender 
parity and 0 is complete imparity.  

 It also examines the drivers of 
gender gaps and outlines the 
policies and practices needed for a 
gender-inclusive recovery. 

Why in News? 

 The World Economic Forum has 
released its Global Gender Gap 
Report 2022. 

 The index has benchmarked 146 
nations across the globe in 2022.  

Highlights of the Report 

 The Report says it will now take 
132 years to reach gender parity, 
with the gap reducing only by four 
years since 2021 and the gender 
gap closed by 68.1%. South Asia 
will take the longest to reach 
gender parity, which is estimated 
to be likely in 197 years. 

 India ranks 135 among a total of 
146 countries in the Index and is 
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the worst performer in the world 
in the “health and survival” sub-
index where it is ranked 146. 

 India also ranks poorly among its 
neighbours and is behind 
Bangladesh (71), Nepal (96), Sri 
Lanka (110), Maldives (117) and 
Bhutan (126). Only Iran (143), 
Pakistan (145) and Afghanistan 
(146) perform worse than India in 
south Asia. 

 In 2021, India ranked 140 out of a 
total 156 countries on the index. 

Top 10 

 Although no country achieved 
full gender parity, the top 10 
economies closed at least 80% of 
their gender gaps, with Iceland 
(90.8%) leading the global ranking. 

Iceland was the only economy to 
have closed more than 90% of its 
gender gap.  

 Other Scandinavian countries such 
as Finland (86%, 2nd), Norway 
(84.5%, 3rd) and Sweden (82.2%, 
5th) are in the top five, with other 
European countries such as 
Ireland (80.4%) and Germany 
(80.1%) in ninth and tenth 
positions, respectively.  

4 key dimensions 

 India ranks 146 in health and 
survival, 143 in economic 
participation and opportunity, 
107 in educational attainment 
and 48th in political 
empowerment. 

 

 The report notes that India’s score 
of 0.629 was its seventh-highest 
score in the last 16 years.  

Why is the gap widening? 

 India has one of the lowest ranks in 
Health and Survival, and Economic 
Participation and Opportunity. 
India’s score and ranking in these 

parameters have always been low. 
The rank in the former has been 
low, owing to low sex ratio at 
birth. 

 According to the latest National 
Family Health Survey (NFHS), sex 
ratio at birth for children born in 
the last five years was 929 females 
per 1,000 males. However, the 
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World Health Organisation 
(WHO) has estimated that the 
natural sex ratio at birth is about 
952 females to every 1,000 males. 

 When it comes to Economic 
Participation and Opportunity, 
the Periodic Labour Force 
Survey’s 2020-21 annual report 
says that labour force 
participation rate among Indian 
women is just 23.15 per cent, in 
contrast to 57.75 per cent in 
men. 

What needs to be done to arrest this 
decline? 

 The report criticises the rising 
inequality in the number of 
women holding offices in India. 
Passing the Women's Reservation 
Bill that proposes to reserve 33 per 
cent of all seats in the Lok Sabha 
and in all State legislative 
assemblies for women could make 
this situation better.  

 Measures could also be taken to 
address the gender wage gap 
across industries. According to the 
estimates of the World Inequality 
Report 2022, in India, men earn 
82 per cent of the labour income 
whereas women earn 18 per cent 
of it.  

 Also, there is scope to allocate 
more money towards gender 
budget which aims to ensure that 
women have access to socio-
economic benefits as much as men. 

  
3) State Ranking Index for NFSA 
About NFSA 

 The National Food Security Act, 
2013 (NFSA) provides for food and 
nutritional security in the human 
life cycle approach, by ensuring 
access to adequate quantities of 
quality food at affordable prices for 
people to live a life with dignity. 

 The Act is in line with Goal Two of 
the Sustainable Development 

Goals (which seeks sustainable 
solutions to end hunger in all its 
forms by 2030 and to achieve food 
security) set by the United Nations 
General Assembly. 

 Schemes such as the Mid-Day Meal 
Scheme (MDM), the Public 
Distribution System (PDS), and 
the Integrated Child 
Development Services (ICDS) are 
included under the Act. 

 The implementation of the scheme 
comes under the ambit of the 
Ministry of Consumer Affairs, 
Food and Public Distribution. 

Key Features 

 The Act legally entitled up to 75% 
of the rural population and 50% 
of the urban population to 
receive subsidized foodgrains 
under the Targeted Public 
Distribution System (TPDS). 

 The eligible persons will be 
entitled to receive 5 Kgs of 
foodgrains per person per month 
at subsidised prices of Rs. 3/2/1 
per Kg for rice/wheat/coarse 
grains. The existing Antyodaya 
Anna Yojana (AAY) households, 
which constitute the poorest of the 
poor, will continue to receive 35 
Kgs of foodgrains per household 
per month. 

 About two-thirds of the population, 
therefore, is covered under the Act 
to receive highly subsidized 
foodgrains. 

 The Act also has a special focus on 
the nutritional support to women 
and children. Pregnant women 
and lactating mothers will be 
entitled to meals and maternity 
benefits of not less than Rs 6000.  

 Children upto 14 years of age will 
be entitled to nutritious meals as 
per the prescribed nutritional 
standards. In case of non-supply of 
entitled foodgrains or meals, the 
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beneficiaries will receive food 
security allowance.  

 The Act also contains provisions for 
setting up of grievance redressal 
mechanism at the District and 
State levels 

 The eldest women of the 
household of age 18 years or 
above will be the head of the 
household for the purpose of 
issuing ration cards. 

Implementation 

 It is operated under the joint 
responsibility of the Central and 
the State/Union Territory (UT) 
Governments. 

 The Central Government is 
responsible for procurement, 
allocation and transportation of 
food grains up to the designated 
depots of the Food Corporation of 
India. 

 States/UTs hold the operational 
responsibilities for allocation and 
distribution of food grains. 

 The NFSA currently covers 81 
crore people which was 
determined on the basis of the 
2011 census, and has not been 
revised since the law was passed in 
2013. 

Why in News? 

 The Government of India has 
released the ‘State Ranking Index 
for NFSA’, a first-ever state ranking 
index to capture the 
implementation of the Targeted 
Public Distribution System (TPDS) 
under the National Food Security 
Act (NFSA).  

 The states and UTs were ranked for 
2022 on the basis of three 
parameters: 

o NFSA coverage, rightful 
targeting and 
implementation of all 
provisions under the Act; 

o The delivery platform while 
considering the allocation of 
food grains, their movement 
and last-mile delivery to fair 
price shops; 

o Nutrition initiatives. 
Highlights of the Index 

 Overall, Odisha, Uttar Pradesh 
and Andhra Pradesh scored the 
highest and secured the top three 
positions in the Index.  

 Tripura, Himachal Pradesh and 
Sikkim secured the top positions 
among special category states.  

 Ladakh was ranked last on the 
index. Nine of the 14 special 
category states and UTs (states in 
the North East, Himalayan states 
and island regions), were ranked 
among the lowest.  

Need for a Standard Framework 
 NFSA plays a critical role in 

combating hunger and 
safeguarding food security in the 
country. Yet, the uneven 
implementation of the Act across 
the states highlighted the need for a 
standard framework to measure 
the efficiency and impact of food 
security initiatives through NFSA 
across all states and union 
territories. 

 The government said the index has 
been developed to create an 
environment of competition, 
cooperation and learning among 
states while addressing matters of 
food security and hunger. 
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Polity 
1) Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act, 2002 
What is Money laundering?  

 Money laundering refers to a 
financial transaction scheme that 
aims to conceal the identity, source, 
and destination of illicitly-obtained 
money. 

 According to the United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime, 
money laundering is a process 
which typically follows three stages 
to finally release laundered funds 
into the legal financial system. 

 The 3 Stages of Money Laundering 
are: 

o Placement (i.e. moving the 
funds from direct 
association with the crime) 

o Layering (i.e. disguising the 
trail to foil pursuit) 

o Integration (i.e. making the 
money available to the 
criminal from what seem to 
be legitimate sources). 

Enforcement Directorate (ED) 

 The Directorate of Enforcement is a 
multi-disciplinary organization 
mandated with investigation of 
offence of money laundering and 
violations of foreign exchange laws. 
The statutory functions of the 
Directorate include enforcement of 
following Acts: 

o The Foreign Exchange 
Management Act, 1999 
(FEMA): It is a civil law 
enacted to consolidate and 
amend the laws relating to 
facilitate external trade and 
payments and to promote 
the orderly development 
and maintenance of foreign 
exchange market in India. 
ED has been given the 
responsibility to conduct 
investigation into suspected 

contraventions of foreign 
exchange laws and 
regulations, to adjudicate 
and impose penalties on 
those adjudged to have 
contravened the law. 

o The Fugitive Economic 
Offenders Act, 2018 
(FEOA): This law was 
enacted to deter economic 
offenders from evading the 
process of Indian law by 
remaining outside the 
jurisdiction of Indian courts. 
It is a law whereby the 
Directorate is mandated to 
attach the properties of the 
fugitive economic offenders 
who have escaped from 
India warranting arrest and 
provide for the confiscation 
of their properties to the 
Central Government. 

o Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act, 2002 
(PMLA).  

Prevention of Money-Laundering Act, 
2002 

 Prevention of Money Laundering 
Act, 2002 was enacted to fight 
against the criminal offence of 
legalizing the income/profits from 
an illegal source.  

 The Act enables the Government 
or the public authority to 
confiscate the property earned 
from the illegally gained 
proceeds. 

 The PMLA seeks to combat money 
laundering in India and has three 
main objectives: 

o To prevent and control 
money laundering 

o To confiscate and seize the 
property obtained from the 
laundered money; and 
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o To deal with any other issue 
connected with money 
laundering in India 

 The Prevention of Money 
Laundering (Amendment) Act 
2012 enlarges the definition of 
offence of money laundering. The 
new definition includes activities 
like concealment, acquisition, 
possession and use of the proceeds 
of crime as criminal activities, also 
it has removed the existing limit of 
Rs 5 lakhs fine under the Act. 

Why in News? 

 The Supreme Court has upheld 
several provisions of the 
Prevention of Money Laundering 
Act that deal with a wide range of 
issues, from what constitutes the 
main offence to the powers of the 
Enforcement Directorate and the 
procedure for conducting searches 
and seizures and effecting arrests.  

 A number of petitioners had 
approached the apex court 
challenging the powers of the ED 
under the PMLA. The court 
declared that the actions of ED 
cannot be called arbitrary and it 
has the powers to attach properties 
of people suspected of money 
laundering. 

Highlights of the Judgment 

Powers of ED: 
 The petitioners had alleged that the 

law is in violation of their right to 
liberty and right against self-
incrimination under Article 20 
and Article 21. They had also 
challenged the unbridled power 
given to the Enforcement 
Directorate and the scope of the 
law to convert any offence into a 
money-laundering offence. 

 The Supreme Court however held 
ED’s power to make arrest, carry 
out search and seizure and issue 
summons to any person as 
constitutional, and said that the 

provisions do not suffer from 
arbitrariness.  

Enforcement Case Information Report: 
 The PMLA allows the ED to make 

arrests without mandatorily 
providing a copy of the 
Enforcement Case Information 
Report (ECIR) to the accused. 
ECIR, like a First Information 
Report (FIR), mentions the 
allegations made against the 
accused. Under the criminal 
procedure, a copy of the FIR is to be 
supplied to an accused as a matter 
of right. The copy of the FIR 
empowers the accused to defend 
themselves against the allegations. 

 Upholding this provision, the 
Supreme Court said that an ECIR is 
an internal document of the 
agency and not required to be 
supplied to an accused 
mandatorily.  

Bail Conditions: 
 The Supreme Court upheld the 

twin conditions for bail under 
Section 45 of the Act which states 
that when an accused in a money 
laundering case applies for bail, the 
court has to first give an 
opportunity to the public 
prosecutor to be heard and only 
when it is satisfied that the 
accused is not guilty and unlikely 
to commit a similar offence when 
released can bail be granted. 

 Noting that offence of money 
laundering has been regarded as an 
aggravated form of crime the world 
over, the top court said it is a 
separate class of offence requiring 
effective and stringent measures to 
combat. 

 The judges also upheld Section 24 
of the Act which states that the 
accused person has the burden 
to prove his innocence as against 
the established criminal law 
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principle of innocence until proven 
guilty. 

 The judgment invoked the 
“international commitment” behind 
Parliament’s enactment of the law 
to curb the menace of laundering of 
proceeds of crime which has 
transnational consequences such as 
adversely impacting financial 
systems and even the sovereignty 
of countries. 

 

2) The functioning of the National 
Investigation Agency 
Context 

 The National Investigation Agency 
(NIA) is often mentioned in the 
news. 

What is the NIA? 

 NIA is functioning as the Central 
Counter Terrorism Law 
Enforcement Agency in the 
country.  

 It is mandated to investigate all the 
offences affecting the 
sovereignty, security and 
integrity of India, friendly 
relations with foreign states, and 
the offences under the statutory 
laws enacted to implement 
international treaties, 
agreements, conventions and 
resolutions of the United 
Nations, its agencies and other 
international organisations. 

 These include terror acts and 
their possible links with crimes 
like smuggling of arms, drugs and 
fake Indian currency and 
infiltration from across the 
borders. The agency has the power 
to search, seize, arrest and 
prosecute those involved in such 
offences. 

 Headquartered in Delhi, the NIA 
has its branches in several parts of 
the country. 

When did the NIA come into being? 

 In the wake of the 26/11 Mumbai 
terror attack in November 2008, 
which shocked the entire world, 
the central government decided to 
establish the NIA. 

 The agency came into existence on 
December 31, 2008, and started its 
functioning in 2009. 

 NIA was created mainly to 
specialize in investigations into 
incidents of terrorist attacks and 
bomb blasts in various parts of the 
country. Majority of such incidents 
were found to have complex inter-
state and international linkages 
while at the same time being 
linked to drug and arms 
smuggling among other activities. 

What are the scheduled offences? 

 The list includes the Explosive 
Substances Act, Atomic Energy Act, 
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 
Act, Anti-Hijacking Act, 
Suppression of Unlawful Acts 
against Safety of Civil Aviation Act, 
SAARC Convention (Suppression of 
Terrorism) Act, Suppression of 
Unlawful Acts Against Safety of 
Maritime Navigation and Fixed 
Platforms on Continental Shelf Act, 
Weapons of Mass Destruction and 
their Delivery Systems (Prohibition 
of Unlawful Activities) Act and 
relevant offences under the Indian 
Penal Code, Arms Act and the 
Information Technology Act. 

 In 2020, the Centre empowered the 
NIA to also probe offences under 
the Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances Act that 
are connected to terror cases. 

How wide is the NIA's jurisdiction? 

 The law under which the agency 
operates extends to the whole of 
India and also applies to Indian 
citizens outside the country; 
persons in the service of the 
government wherever they are 
posted; persons on ships and 
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aircraft registered in India 
wherever they may be; persons 
who commit a scheduled offence 
beyond India against the Indian 
citizen or affecting the interest of 
India. 

  

3) One nation, One election 
What is the 'One Nation One Election' 
system? 

 One Nation One Election proposes 
that simultaneous elections be 
held in all states and the Lok 
Sabha in a gap of five years. The 
idea behind it is envisaging an 
amendment in the entire electoral 
system of the country where 
elections to the states and Centre 
synchronise. 

 Listed voters shall cast their votes 
at the same time and the same day 
for both Lok Sabha and state 
assemblies. 

History 

 Simultaneous polls to states and 
Lok Sabha is not a newly conceived 
norm. In fact, simultaneous 
elections have previously been 
conducted in India in 1952, 1957, 
1962 and 1967. 

 Soon after, this norm was 
discontinued following the 
dissolution of some Legislative 
Assemblies between 1968-69. Since 
then, the Indian Electoral system 
holds polls to Centre and states 
separately. 

Early explorations of the idea 

 The idea of reverting to 
simultaneous polls was mooted in 
the annual report of the Election 
Commission in 1983. 

 In 2015, the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on 
Personnel, Public Grievances, 
Law and Justice, headed by E M 
Sudarsana Natchiappan, prepared 
a report on holding simultaneous 
elections. The report said that 

simultaneous elections would help 
to reduce: 

o the massive expenditure 
that is currently incurred for 
the conduct of separate 
elections, 

o the policy paralysis that 
results from the imposition 
of the Model Code of 
Conduct during election 
time, 

o the impact on the delivery 
of essential services and, 

o the burden on crucial 
manpower that is deployed 
during election time. 

What are the arguments in favour of 
simultaneous elections? 

 It is principally an argument for 
efficiency. 

 The Election Commission 
implements a Model Code of 
Conduct before every poll that lays 
down how parties and candidates 
should conduct themselves during 
the electoral process. To prevent 
parties in government from taking 
unfair advantage of the 
administrative apparatus under 
their control, the code prevents 
the announcement of new 
schemes and policies. 

 By implementing simultaneous 
polls, the argument is that the time 
lost to the model code would 
come down.  

 NITI Aayog in one of its reports 
argued that from the perspective of 
the Government, simultaneous 
elections would reduce the cost of 
holding elections, and limit all 
elections to a single season.  

 It is also argued that frequent 
elections also prevent 
governments from thinking of 
long-term policies. Simultaneous 
elections would fix this. If 
simultaneous polls do reduce the 
duration of conducting polls, 
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political parties will have ample 
time to address national issues and 
enhance governance. 

 Simultaneous polls will boost 
voter turnout, according to the 
Law Commission. 

Arguments against ‘One Nation One 
Election’ 

 The primary cause of concern 
amongst parties that have opposed 
simultaneous polling is that of 
Constitutional difficulties and 
anti-federal consequences. 

 It is argued that simultaneous polls 
could help parties that have a 
multi-state presence. 

 A study by the public-policy 
think tank IDFC Institute 
analysed electoral data from four 
Lok Sabha elections – 1999, 2004, 
2009 and 2014. The data analysis 
shows that on average, there is a 
77% chance that the Indian voter 
will vote for the same party for 
both the state and Centre when 
elections are held 
simultaneously, a trend that the 
study calls an “undesirable impact 
on voter behaviour”. 

 As a result, its critics feel holding 
polls simultaneously will 
undermine Indian federalism. 

 The other argument is that since 
elections will be held once in five 
years, it will reduce the 
government's accountability to 
the people. It would place less 
pressure on governments to work 
for the voter. 

 Critics argue that holding just one 
mega election would be too 
complex an exercise to tackle in a 
country as large and as complex as 
India. It would be a logistical 
nightmare — requiring, for 
example, about twice as many 
electronic voting machines and 
Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail 
machines as are used now. 

Implementation 

 Beyond political parties going 
against this proposal, the main task 
of executing the 'one nation one 
election' theory lies with 
unavoidable Constitutional 
problems. 

 Few of the important Articles that 
need to be amended for 
implementation of 'one nation one 
election' are: 

o Article 83 and Article 172 
deal with the duration of the 
Houses of Parliament, and 
guarantees a five-year term 
to both the elected Lok 
Sabha and state assemblies, 
unless they are dissolved 
sooner. 

o Article 85 of the Indian 
Constitution deals with the 
powers of the President to 
summon Parliamentary 
sessions, not exceeding a 
gap of more than six months. 
The President also carries 
the power to adjourn either 
House of the Parliament and 
the dissolution of the Lok 
Sabha. 

o Article 356 of the Indian 
Constitution, comes into 
action in case of governance 
and constitutional failure in 
a state and deals with the 
President’ Rule. 

o Amendments in the 
People’s Representation 
Act, 1951 (RPA Act 1951) 
and the Anti-Defection Law 
must be made for organised 
conduct and stability in both 
Lok Sabha and state 
assemblies. 

How can simultaneous elections be 
achieved? 

 Under the Westminster system of 
government that India follows, 
legislatures do not have fixed 
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lifetimes. They can either be 
dissolved by the government, 
which can call for fresh elections, or 
expire in case a government falls 
and no other government can be 
formed. 

 In order to achieve simultaneous 
elections, drastic changes would be 
required in India’s governance 
structure.  

 One proposal by the Law 
Commission in 2018 was to 
introduce the concept of 
“constructive vote of no-
confidence” where a government 
can only be voted out by a 
legislature only if the House has 
confidence in another government 
that can take its place. 

 The law panel document suggested 
that in case a government fell mid-
term, the term of the new 
government would be for the 
remaining period and not for a 
fresh five-year term. 

 Another proposal involves either 
extending or curtailing the 
lifetimes of state assemblies in 
order to make them coincide with 
the Lok Sabha elections. 

Why in News? 

 The Central Government has 
announced that the issue of holding 
simultaneous Parliamentary and 
Assembly elections has been 
referred to the Law Commission for 
a practicable roadmap and a 
framework can be worked. 

  

4) Forest Rights Act 
About the Act 

 The Scheduled Tribes and Other 
Forest Dwellers (Recognition of 
Forest Rights) Act, 2006 is a 
people-centric law for forests, 
which recognises the rights of 
forest- dwelling communities to 
use and manage forest 
resources.  

 With more than 150 million forest 
dwellers, the scope of FRA is 
immense to protect their 
livelihoods, and engage them in 
sustainable forest management.  

Rights under FRA 

 Title rights – Ownership to land 
that is being farmed by tribals or 
forest dwellers subject to a 
maximum of 4 hectares; 
ownership is only for land that is 
actually being cultivated by the 
concerned family, meaning that no 
new lands are granted. 

 Use rights – to minor forest 
produce (also including 
ownership), to grazing areas, to 
pastoralist routes, etc. 

 Relief and development rights – 
to rehabilitation in case of illegal 
eviction or forced displacement; 
and basic amenities, subject to 
restrictions for forest protection. 

 Forest management rights – to 
protect forests and wildlife. 

Objective of the Act 
 To undo the historical injustice 

occurred to the forest dwelling 
communities; 

 To ensure land tenure, livelihood 
and food security of the forest 
dwelling Scheduled Tribes and 
other traditional forest dwellers; 

 To strengthen the conservation 
regime of the forests by including 
the responsibilities and authority of 
Forest Rights holders for 
sustainable use, conservation of 
biodiversity and maintenance of 
ecological balance. 

Eligibility 

 To qualify as Other Traditional 
Forest Dweller (OTFD) and be 
eligible for recognition of rights 
under FRA, two conditions need to 
be fulfilled: 

o Primarily resided in forest 
or forests land for three 
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generations (75 years) prior 
to 13-12-2005, and  

o Depend on the forest or 
forest land for bonafide 
livelihood needs. 

 To qualify as a Forest Dwelling 
Scheduled Tribe (FDST) and be 
eligible for recognition of rights 
under FRA, three conditions must 
be satisfied by the applicant/s, who 
could be “members or 
community”: 

o Must be a Scheduled Tribe 
in the area where the right is 
claimed; and 

o Primarily resided in forest 
or forests land prior to 13-
12-2005; and  

o Depend on the forest or 
forest land for bonafide 
livelihood needs. 

 The FRA provides that a forest right 
conferred under the Act shall be 
heritable but not alienable or 
transferable, and shall be 
registered jointly in the name of 
both the spouses in case of married 
persons and in the name of the 
single head in the case of a 
household headed by a single 
person. 

 Process of recognition of rights 

 The Act provides that the gram 
sabha, or village assembly, will 
initially pass a resolution 
recommending whose rights to 
which resources should be 
recognised. 

 This resolution is then screened 
and approved at the level of the 
sub-division (or taluka) and 
subsequently at the district level. 

 The screening committees consist 
of three government officials 
(Forest, Revenue and Tribal 
Welfare departments) and three 
elected members of the local body 
at that level. These committees also 
hear appeals. 

 The Scheduled Tribes and other 
Traditional Forest Dwellers 
(Recognition of Forest Rights) 
Rules, 2008, notified by the 
Ministry of Tribal Affairs for 
implementing the provisions of the 
Act, provide for constitution of 
Forest Rights Committee by the 
Gram Sabha for assisting it in its 
functions to – 

o prepare a list of claimants 
on forest rights; 

o verify claims as provided in 
the rules; 

o present their findings on the 
nature and extent of the 
claim before the Gram Sabha 
for its consideration; 

o prepare the claims on behalf 
of Gram Sabha for 
community forest rights in 
the prescribed form. 

Why in News? 

 The Ministry of Tribal Affairs has 
said that studies conducted by 
various State Tribal Research 
Institutes (TRIs) indicate that 
provisions of rights under FRA 
have resulted in:   

o enhancing the income 
basket of the beneficiaries 
and consequently their 
quality of life;  

o sizable number of women 
title holders have enabled 
the tribal women to be 
empowered;  

o community forest resource 
(CFR) rights rights have 
enabled Gram Sabhas in 
managing and conserving 
their own forest resources 
along with sale of Minor 
Forest Produces leading to 
enhanced size of income 
kitty. 

 The studies noted the need for 
capacity building of Gram Sabha 
members in the context of their 
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empowerment for forest 
governance, preparation of micro 
plans for the sustainable 
management of forest resources, 
improving livelihood opportunities, 
assessment of the biomass stock 
and biodiversity conservation. The 
Infrastructure in interior forest 
areas needs to be improved. 

 

5) Zonal Council 
About 

 The idea of creation of Zonal 
Councils was mooted by the first 
Prime Minister of India, Pandit 
Jawahar Lal Nehru in 1956. 

 He suggested that the States 
proposed to be reorganised may be 
grouped into four or five zones 
having an Advisory Council “to 
develop the habit of cooperative 
working” among these States.  

 This suggestion was made by 
Pandit Nehru at a time when 
linguistic hostilities and bitterness 
as a result of re-organisation of the 
States on linguistic patterns were 
threatening the very fabric of our 
nation.  

 As an antidote to this situation, it 
was suggested that a high level 
advisory forum should be set up to 
minimise the impact of these 
hostilities and to create healthy 
inter-State and Centre-State 
environment with a view to solving 
inter-State problems and fostering 
balanced socio economic 
development of the respective 
zones. 

Composition of Zonal Councils 

 In the light of the vision of Pandit 
Nehru, five Zonal Councils were set 
up vide Part-III of the States Re-
organisation Act, 1956. The 
present composition of each of 
these Zonal Councils is as under: 

o The Northern Zonal 
Council, comprising the 

States of Haryana, Himachal 
Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, 
Punjab, Rajasthan, National 
Capital Territory of Delhi 
and Union Territory of 
Chandigarh; 

o The Central Zonal Council, 
comprising the States of 
Chhattisgarh, Uttarakhand, 
Uttar Pradesh and Madhya 
Pradesh; 

o The Eastern Zonal Council, 
comprising the States of 
Bihar, Jharkhand, Orissa, 
Sikkim and West Bengal; 

o The Western Zonal 
Council, comprising the 
States of Goa, Gujarat, 
Maharashtra and the Union 
Territories of Daman & Diu 
and Dadra & Nagar Haveli; 

o The Southern Zonal 
Council, comprising the 
States of Andhra Pradesh, 
Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil 
Nadu and the Union 
Territory of Puducherry. 

 The North Eastern States i.e. (i) 
Assam (ii) Arunachal Pradesh (iii) 
Manipur (iv) Tripura (v) Mizoram 
(vi) Meghalaya and (vii) Nagaland 
are not included in the Zonal 
Councils and their special problems 
are looked after by the North 
Eastern Council, set up under the 
North Eastern Council Act, 1972.  

 The State of Sikkim has also been 
included in the North Eastern 
Council vide North Eastern Council 
(Amendment) Act, 2002. 
Consequently, action for exclusion 
of Sikkim as a member of Eastern 
Zonal Council has been initiated by 
the Ministry of Home Affairs. 

Organisational Structure of Zonal 
Councils 

 Chairman - The Union Home 
Minister is the Chairman of each of 
these Councils. 
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 Vice Chairman - The Chief 
Ministers of the States included in 
each zone act as Vice-Chairman of 
the Zonal Council for that zone by 
rotation, each holding office for a 
period of one year at a time. 

 Members - Chief Minister and 
two other Ministers as nominated 
by the Governor from each of the 
States and two members from 
Union Territories included in the 
zone. 

 Union Ministers are also invited to 
participate in the meetings of Zonal 
Councils depending upon necessity. 

Role & Objective of the Zonal Councils 

 The Zonal Councils provide an 
excellent forum where irritants 
between Centre and States and 
amongst States can be resolved 
through free and frank 
discussions and consultations.  

 Being advisory bodies, there is full 
scope for free and frank exchange 
of views in their meetings.  

 Zonal Councils are regional fora of 
cooperative endeavour for States 
linked with each other 
economically, politically and 
culturally. Being compact high level 
bodies, specially meant for looking 
after the interests of respective 
zones, they are capable of focusing 
attention on specific issues 
taking into account regional 
factors, while keeping the national 
perspective in view. 

 The main objectives of setting up of 
Zonal Councils are as under : 

o Bringing out national 
integration; 

o Arresting the growth of 
acute State consciousness, 
regionalism, linguism and 
particularistic tendencies; 

o Enabling the Centre and the 
States to co-operate and 
exchange ideas and 
experiences; 

o Establishing a climate of 
co-operation amongst the 
States for successful and 
speedy execution of 
development projects. 

Functions of the Councils 

 A Zonal Council may discuss, and 
make recommendations with 
regard to: 

o any matter of common 
interest in the field of 
economic and social 
planning; 

o any matter concerning 
border disputes, linguistic 
minorities or inter-State 
transport; 

o any matter connected with 
or arising out of, the re-
organization of the States 
under the States 
Reorganisation Act. 

Why in News? 

 A meeting of the Northern Zonal 
Council was convened recently. 
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International Relations 
1) CPEC 
What is the CPEC project? 

 China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) refers to a clutch of major 
infrastructure works currently 
under way in Pakistan, intended to 
link Kashgar in China’s Xinjiang 
province to Gwadar deep sea 
port close to Pakistan’s border 
with Iran.  

 Several other road, rail and power 
projects are associated with the 
corridor, and the project seeks to 
expand and upgrade infrastructure 
across the length and breadth of 
Pakistan, and to widen and deepen 
economic ties with China. 

 CPEC is part of the larger Belt and 
Road Initiative. 

o China’s Belt and Road 
Initiative aims to strengthen 
Beijing’s economic leadership 
through a vast program of 
infrastructure building 
throughout China’s 
neighbouring regions.  

o The plan was two-pronged: 
the overland Silk Road 
Economic Belt and the 
Maritime Silk Road. The 
project initially aimed to 
strengthen connectivity with 
Southeast Asia but later 
expanded to South and 
Central Asia, Africa, Europe, 
and Latin America. 

 CPEC was launched in 2015 and it 
now envisages investment of over 
USD 70 billion in different projects 
of development in Pakistan.  

 
Significance 

 The goal of CPEC is both to 
transform Pakistan’s economy—
by modernizing its road, rail, air, 
and energy transportation 
systems—and to connect the 
deep-sea Pakistani ports of 
Gwadar and Karachi to China’s 
Xinjiang province and beyond by 
overland routes.  

 This would reduce the time and 
cost of transporting goods and 
energy such as natural gas to China 
by circumventing the Straits of 
Malacca and the South China Sea.  

 The CPEC project is also 
strategically important for China. 
Currently, eighty percent of China’s 
oil has to pass through the Strait of 
Malacca, a narrow stretch of water 
between the Indonesian island of 
Sumatra and the Malay Peninsula. 
In the event of a conflict, the 
Malacca Strait could easily be 
blocked by a rival nation, cutting off 
China from crucial energy 
resources. CPEC allows China to 
circumvent the Strait of Malacca 
and reduce its dependency on the 
strait. 
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India’s position on CPEC 

 India has been opposing the project 
as it passes through Gilgit-
Baltistan in Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir (PoK), which New Delhi 
considers its own territory. 

 India claims that the CPEC project 
encroaches on sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of the country. 

Why in News? 

 Days after China and Pakistan held 
a meeting to bring other countries 
into the China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor, India said that efforts to 
broaden CPEC's scope are 
"inherently illegal" which directly 
infringe on India's sovereignty and 
territorial integrity.  

 Soon after coming to power in 
Afghanistan last year, the Taliban 
leadership had expressed desire to 
join the infrastructure project. 

 India reiterated that it firmly and 
consistently opposes projects in the 
CPEC, which are in Indian territory 
that has been illegally occupied by 
Pakistan. 

 

2) I2U2 Grouping 
What’s in the news? 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
participated in the first-ever I2U2 
Virtual Summit along with the 
heads of state of Israel, the UAE, 
and the US. 

About I2U2 

 I2U2 stands for India, Israel, the 
UAE, and the US, and is also 
sometimes referred to as the ‘West 
Asian Quad’ on the lines of the 
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue 
(Quad) which has Australia, India, 
Japan, and the US as members.  

 The I2U2 grouping was established 
in 2021 following an initiative by 
the four countries' foreign 
ministers. 

 Its stated aim is to discuss 
common areas of mutual 

interest, to strengthen the 
economic partnership in trade 
and investment in respective 
regions and beyond. 

 Six areas of cooperation have 
been identified by the countries 
mutually, and the aim is to 
encourage joint investments in 
water, energy, transportation, 
space, health, and food security.  

 With the help of private sector 
capital and expertise, the countries 
will look to modernise 
infrastructure, explore low carbon 
development avenues for 
industries, improve public health, 
and promote the development of 
critical emerging and green 
technologies. 

Significance 

 The coming together of India, 
Israel, US and UAE is likely to 
facilitate greater engagement 
across the Western Indian Ocean 
region - which lies between India, 
the Suez Canal and South Africa. It 
is strategically critical as it 
contains the key maritime 
chokepoints of the Bab-el-Mandeb 
and the Suez Canal. 

 Major sea lanes pass through the 
region and it is a critical cog in the 
global energy network as well as 
security dynamics. The region has 
seen a rise in maritime piracy, 
illegal smuggling of drugs and 
weapons, and terrorism.  

 Regional states also host military 
bases of major powers including 
China (in Djibouti), Russia (Sudan), 
Japan (Djibouti) and France 
(Djibouti), making it an arena of 
major power contestation. 

 The new grouping looks to explore 
prospects in other common areas 
of mutual interest in a bid to 
enhance mutual cooperation 
(including security cooperation) 
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and economic partnerships in trade 
and investment. 

 I2U2’s definition of security 
involves strengthening energy, 
economic and food security, too. 
In the wake of the pandemic and 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine, the 
world has witnessed supply chain 
disruptions on the energy and food 
security of countries. I2U2's 
prioritisation of such security will 
strengthen the capacity of its 
member-nations. 

 By drawing on the support and 
resources of other countries, India 
as part of I2U2 will be in a better 
position to secure its 
neighbourhood. 

 

3) United Nations Security 
Council  
About UNSC 

 The United Nations Security 
Council (UNSC) was established in 
1946 as one of the six principal 
organs of the UN. It is generally 
viewed as the apex of the UN 
system.  

 It is responsible for the 
maintenance of international 
peace and security.  

 Its powers include the 
establishment of peacekeeping 
operations, the establishment of 
international sanctions, and the 
authorization of military action 
through Security Council 
resolutions. 

 It is the only UN body with the 
authority to issue binding 
resolutions to member states. 

Membership 

 UNSC consists of 15 Members. 
 The council has five permanent 

members (P-5) United States, 
Russia, China, United Kingdom and 
France.  

 These permanent members can 
veto any substantive Security 

Council resolutions, including 
those on the admission of new 
member states. 

 The Security Council also has 10 
non-permanent members, 
elected on a regional basis as 
follows:  

o five for African and Asian 
States;  

o one for Eastern European 
States;  

o two for the Latin American 
and Caribbean States; and  

o two for Western European 
and other States. 

 Each year the 193-member UN 
General Assembly (UNGA) elects 
five non-permanent members for a 
two-year term.  

 The body's presidency rotates 
monthly among its members.  

Vote and Majority Required 

 Each member of the Security 
Council shall have one vote. 

 Decisions of the Security Council on 
procedural matters shall be made 
by an affirmative vote of nine 
members. 

 Decisions of the Security Council on 
all other matters shall be made by 
an affirmative vote of nine 
members including the 
concurring votes of the 
permanent members. 

 However, any member, whether 
permanent or nonpermanent, must 
abstain from voting in any decision 
concerning the peaceful settlement 
of a dispute to which it is a party. 

Why in News? 

 The Minister of State for External 
Affairs Muraleedharan said that 
four of the five permanent 
members of the United Nations 
Security Council have bilaterally 
expressed official affirmations of 
support for India’s candidature to 
a permanent seat in an expanded 
UN Security Council.  
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 In a written reply in the Lok Sabha, 
he said India has been consistently 
taking up the issue of UNSC 
reforms with China.     

 He added that India is also working 
alongside other reform-oriented 
countries through its membership 
in G-4 and the L.69 Group for 
building support among the UN 
Member States for expansion in 
both permanent and non-
permanent categories.   

o The G4 nations comprise 
Brazil, Germany, India and 
Japan which support each 
other's bids for permanent 
seats on the UNSC. 

o L.69 is a group of developing 
countries from Africa, Latin 
America and the Caribbean, 
Asia and the Pacific. They 
form a major bloc that is 
united by the common cause 
of achieving the lasting and 
comprehensive reform of the 
UNSC. 

India's quest for permanent seat in 
UNSC 

 For decades, India has sought a 
comprehensive reform of the UNSC 
and permanent membership at the 
Council along with Germany, Japan 
and Brazil. 

 In recent years, New Delhi has 
made the theme of “reformed 
multilateralism" central to its 
diplomacy—calling the UN 
structure that came into existence 
in the immediate aftermath of 
World War 2 “anachronistic" and 
in need of urgent change.  

 The arguments put forward by 
India centered on four aspects for 
making the Council more 
representative: Expansion of 
Membership, Veto power, 
Regional Representation & 
Relationship between Security 
Council and General Assembly. 

Expansion of Membership 

 In India’s eyes, no reform of the UN 
is complete without the 
composition of the Security Council 
changing to reflect contemporary 
realities of the twenty-first 
century.  

 This requires expansion in the 
membership of the Security 
Council in both the permanent and 
non – permanent categories. 

 India has also highlighted the need 
of Africa to be represented in both 
categories.  

Veto power 

 On the question of veto, the Indian 
position is fully aligned with G4, 
L.69 and Africa who have called for 
the abolition of veto. 

Regional Representation 

 On the question of regional 
representation, India has argued 
for an equitable geographical 
representation and the urgent 
need for mitigating the non-
representation and under-
representation of some regions in 
both the permanent and the non-
permanent categories.  

 The UN has three of the five 
permanent members from one 
region alone while the regions of 
Africa, Latin America, three-fourths 
of Asia including the Arab states, 
the entire Central and Eastern 
Europe, the Caribbean states and 
the Small Island developing states 
remain excluded from the 
functioning of the Security Council. 

 The Security Council, for India, 
needs to reflect contemporary 
realities and provide adequate 
representation to all regions of the 
world.  

Relationship Between Security Council 
and General Assembly 

 On the issue of the relationship 
between the Security Council and 
the General Assembly, in India’s 
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view, it should not be competitive 
or adversarial, but “one of synergy 
and complementarity” which 
benefits the UN objectives of the 
promotion of international peace 
and security.  

 A relationship with the General 
Assembly based on transparency, 
mutual trust and frequent 
interaction with all Member States 
will increase the credibility of the 
Council that includes increase in 
dialogue between the Council and 
the Assembly.  

 India thus has called for a greater 
transparency and consistency to 
improve the relationship between 
the two.  

What is the issue? 

 While the US, France, Britain and 
Russia are not averse to India 
joining the UNSC as a permanent 

member, China has been 
opposed to it.  

 There is also reportedly no 
unanimity among the permanent 
veto-wielding five – US, UK, France, 
Russia and China – to share its veto 
powers with any new members for 
fears of diluting the influence and 
authority they currently wield. 

 An informal "coffee club", 
comprising 40-odd member states 
(including Italy, Spain, Australia, 
Canada, South Korea, Argentina and 
Pakistan) has been instrumental in 
holding back reforms to the UNSC. 
Most members of the club are 
middle-sized states who oppose 
bigger regional powers grabbing 
permanent seats in the UN Security 
Council. 
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Art and Culture 
1) National Emblem 
About National Emblem of India 

 The National Emblem of India is an 
adaptation of the Lion Capital 
atop the Ashoka Pillar of 
Sarnath, Uttar Pradesh, and is 
combined with the National Motto 
Satyameva Jayate.  

 The Lion Capital was erected by 
Mauryan Emperor Ashoka during 
the year 250 BC to mark the spot 
where Buddha imparted his 
knowledge of Dharma to his five 
disciples, who in turn spread the 
great monk’s teachings all over the 
world. Many such other pillars 
were erected by the Emperor but 
most of them contain a single 
animal on top. 

 The Lion Capital was adopted as 
the National Emblem of India on 
January 26, 1950.  

 
 The Lion Capital crowning the 

Ashok Pillar is carved out of a 
single block of yellow sandstone 
and features four Asiatic Lions 
sitting back to back, but the two 
dimensional representation of 
the National Emblem depicts only 

3, the fourth lion is hidden from 
view.  

 The four lions stand on a short 
cylindrical base that has four 
Ashok Chakras corresponding to 
each lion bust and reliefs of four 
more animals in between them – 
the lion, the bull, the elephant 
and the galloping horse.  

 In the 2D form of the National 
Emblem, only one Ashok Chakra is 
visible in the front with the 
galloping horse on the left and the 
bull on the right of it. 

 
 The Ashok Chakra is actually a 

form of the Buddhist Dharma 
Chakra. The actual Lion Capital sits 
on an inverted lotus abacus which 
has not been included in the 
National Emblem representation.  

 Instead, below the representation 
of the Lion Capital, the words 
Satyameva Jayate is written in 
Devnagari Script, which is also the 
National Motto of India. The words 
are a quote from Mundaka 
Upanishad that is embedded in the 
Atharva Veda. It is translated as 
‘Truth alone triumphs’. 

 The National Emblem was designed 
by five students of Nandalal Bose, 
a pioneer of modern Indian art and 
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the principal of Kala Bhavan, Visva-
Bharati University.  

Additional Information 

 The National Emblem is used for 
official purposes only and 
demands sincere respect from the 
citizens of India. It acts as the 
official seal for all national and 
state government offices and is 
the compulsory part of any 
letterhead used by the 
government.  

 It features prominently on all 
currency notes as well as on 
diplomatic identification 
documents like the passports 
issued by the Republic of India. The 
national Emblem is the symbol of 
sovereignty for India.  

 State Emblem of India 
(Prohibition of Improper Use) 
Act, 2005, prohibits improper use 
of State Emblem of India for 
professional and commercial 
purposes and for matters 
connected therewith or incidental 
thereto. 

Why in News? 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
recently unveiled the 6.5 metre-tall 
National Emblem on top of the 
under-construction new 
Parliament building. 

 

2) UNESCO List of Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of Humanity 
About 

 According to UNESCO, cultural 
heritage does not end at 
monuments and collections of 
objects, but also includes 
traditions or living expressions 
inherited from our ancestors and 
passed on to our descendants, such 
as oral traditions, performing arts, 
social practices, rituals, festive 
events, knowledge and practices 
concerning nature and the universe 

or the knowledge and skills to 
produce traditional crafts. 

 UNESCO established its Lists of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage with 
the aim of ensuring better 
protection of such important 
intangible cultural heritages 
worldwide and the awareness of 
their significance.  

 The list was established in 2008 
when the 2003 Convention for 
the Safeguarding of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage took 
effect. 

o The Convention works on 
both national and 
international levels. At the 
national level, State Parties 
are supposed to take 
necessary measures to 
ensure the safeguarding of 
the intangible cultural 
heritage present in its 
territory. At the 
international level, the 
Convention promotes 
international cooperation, 
which includes the exchange 
of information and 
experience, joint initiatives, 
and the establishment of a 
mechanism of assistance to 
other State Parties. 

Intangible Cultural Heritage elements 
from India 

 The following 14 traditional-
cultural elements of India have 
been added into this list: 

o Tradition of Vedic chanting 
o Ramlila, the traditional 

performance of the 
Ramayana 

o Kutiyattam, Sanskrit theatre 
o Ramman, religious festival 

and ritual theatre of the 
Garhwal Himalayas 

o Mudiyettu, ritual theatre and 
dance drama of Kerala 
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o Kalbelia folk songs and 
dances of Rajasthan 

o Chhau dance of Eastern 
India 

o Buddhist chanting of Ladakh 
o Sankirtana, ritual singing, 

drumming and dancing of 
Manipur 

o Traditional brass and copper 
craft of utensil making 
among the Thatheras of 
Jandiala Guru, Punjab 

o Yoga 
o Nawrouz 
o Kumbh Mela 
o Durga Puja in Kolkata. 

Why in News? 

 India has been elected as a member 
of the Intergovernmental 
Committee of UNESCO’s 2003 
Convention for the Safeguarding 
of the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage for the 2022-2026 cycle.  

 The Intergovernmental Committee 
of the 2003 Convention consists of 
24 members and is elected in the 
General Assembly of the 
Convention according to the 
principles of equitable geographical 
representation and rotation. States 
Members to the Committee are 
elected for a term of four years. 

 Some of the core functions of the 
Intergovernmental Committee 
include promoting the objectives of 
the Convention, providing guidance 
on best practices, and making 
recommendations on measures for 
the safeguarding of intangible 
cultural heritage. The Committee 
also examines requests submitted 
by States Parties for the inscription 
of intangible heritage on the Lists 
as well as proposals for 
programmes and projects. 

 

 
 
 

3) Konark Temple 
About the Temple 

 The Konarak Sun temple is 
dedicated to the Hindu sun god 
Surya, and conceived as a giant 
stone chariot with 12 wheels. It is 
located in the state of Odisha. 

 It was built c. 1250 CE by King 
Narasimhadeva I of the Eastern 
Ganga dynasty (8th century CE - 
15th century CE). 

 The temple in its present state was 
declared by UNESCO as a World 
Heritage Site. 

Eastern Ganga Dynasty & Odisha 
Temple Architecture 

 The Eastern Gangas established 
their kingdom in the Kalinga 
region in eastern India (present-
day Odisha state) at the beginning 
of the eighth century CE. 

 The greatest king of this dynasty 
was Anantavarman Chodaganga 
(1077 - 1147 CE), who ruled for 
about 70 years. He was not only a 
formidable warrior but also a 
patron of arts, and greatly favoured 
temple building. 

 The Jagannath Temple at Puri, 
begun by him, stands as a brilliant 
monument to the artistic vigour 
and prosperity of Orissa during his 
reign. 

 His successors continued the 
tradition, with the most notable 
being Narasimhadeva I who not 
only completed the construction of 
the Jagannatha temple but also the 
temple at Konarak. 
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Architectural Style of Sun Temple 

 The temple follows the Kalinga or 
Orissa style of architecture, 
which is a subset of the Nagara 
style of Hindu temple architecture. 

o The nagara was among the 
three styles of Hindu temple 
architecture in India and 
prevailed in northern India, 
while in the south, the 
dravida style predominated 
and in central and eastern 
India, it was the vesara 
style. 

 The main characteristics of the 
Orissa style are primarily two: the 
deul or the sanctum housing the 
deity covered by a shikhara, and 
the jaganamohana or the 
assembly hall. 

Characteristics of the Temple 

 The Konarak temple, built entirely 
in stone, is in the form of a 
colossal chariot with twelve pairs 
of lavishly-ornamented wheels, 
drawn by seven richly-caparisoned, 
galloping horses. The 12 pairs of 
wheels represent the 12 months 
of the year. 

 Between the wheels, the plinth of 
the temple is entirely decorated 

with reliefs of lions, musicians and 
dancers, and erotic groups. 

 The vimana (principal sanctuary) 
was surmounted by a high tower 
with a shikhara (crowning cap), 
which was razed in the 19th 
century. 

 To the east, the jahamogana 
dominates the ruins with its 
pyramidal mass. Farther to the 
east, the natmandir (dance hall), 
rises on a high platform. Various 
subsidiary structures are still to be 
found within the enclosed area of 
the rectangular wall, which is 
punctuated by gates and towers. 

 The early Europeans traversing this 
sea referred to the Jagannatha 
temple as the 'White Pagoda' 
owing to its white plaster (now 
removed after restoration) and 
Konarak as the 'Black Pagoda'. 

Why in News? 

 The Archaeological Survey of India 
said that the ongoing restoration 
works of Konark Sun Temple are 
set to finish soon. 

  
  

  



66 
 

For free learning, visit www.officerspulse.com 
 

Defence 

1) CAATSA 
What’s in the news? 

 The US House of Representatives 
has passed a legislative amendment 
that exempts India from 
economic sanctions under the 
Countering America’s 
Adversaries Through Sanctions 
Act (CAATSA), for purchasing the 
S-400 missile defence system from 
Russia. 

What is the CAATSA, and could it apply 
to India? 

 CAATSA is a law that came into 
effect in the US in 2017, and was 
meant to punish countries 
having deep engagements with 
Russia, North Korea, and Iran 
using economic sanctions.  

 It said countries having a 
“significant transaction” with 
Russian intelligence and military 
agents will be subject to at least 
five kinds of sanctions. 

 India has purchased the S-400 
Triumf missile system from 
Russia, which has advanced 
capabilities to provide continuous 
and effective air defence system to 
a very large area.  

Significance 

 The latest waiver to CAATSA is a 
significant demonstrable evidence 
of growing stature of India. The 
US government recognizes India’s 
importance as a strategic ally in 
the region and its best bet for 
regional stability in Central Asia, 
Middle-East, and South-East Asia. 
Taking a position against India 
would be detrimental to the entire 
region.  

 The US government recognizes the 
aggressive intent of China and the 
threat it presents to global peace. 
Particularly, the US government 
has expressed that China is the 

aggressor in the Indo-China 
conflict.  

 The US government recognizes that 
collaborations with India are vital 
for keeping ahead of China. China 
has invested heavily in ports in 
many countries: Myanmar, Sri 
Lanka, Pakistan, UAE, Maldives, 
among others to dominate the 
trade in the Indian Ocean, which 
accounts for nearly 75% of the 
global trade.  

 Only India can create a balance in 
this region which is being 
contested by China and the US. 
CAATSA waiver is a signal for 
enhanced collaboration for joint-
development of key products and 
their international trades.  

 While a significant and important 
step has been taken by the US 
government on account of India’s 
importance for global peace and 
progress, it needs to be seen 
whether this step results in an 
outcome.  

 The outcome will take some time as 
there are several procedural issues 
to be dealt with before, the US 
Senate will have to discuss it and 
take it up for votes on it. After a 
favourable vote, the President of 
the United States will sign the bill 
for it to become a law.  

Related Information 

What is the S-400 air defence missile 
system?  

 The S-400 Triumf, (NATO calls it 
SA-21 Growler), is a mobile, 
surface-to-air missile system 
(SAM) designed by Russia.  

 It is the most dangerous 
operationally deployed modern 
long-range SAM (MLR SAM) in the 
world, considered much ahead of 
the US-developed Terminal High 
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Altitude Area Defense system 
(THAAD). 

 The system can engage all types of 
aerial targets including aircraft, 
unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV) 
and ballistic and cruise missiles 
within the range of 400km, at an 
altitude of up to 30km. 

 The system can track 100 airborne 
targets and engage six of them 
simultaneously. 

 The S-400’s mission set and 
capabilities are roughly 
comparable to the famed US 
Patriot system. 

 The S-400 can also be integrated 
into the existing and future air 
defence units of the Air Force, 
Army, and the Navy. 

 India’s acquisition of S-400 is 
crucial to counter attacks in a 

two-front war, including even 
high-end F-35 US fighter aircraft. 

 
 The first S-400 squadron is already 

deployed in northwest India to 
cater for aerial threats from both 
Pakistan and China. A new 
squadron of the S-400 missile 
systems will soon become 
operational along the northern 
borders with China. 

  



68 
 

For free learning, visit www.officerspulse.com 
 

Miscellaneous 
1) Alluri Sitarama Raju 
What’s in the news? 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
unveiled a 30-foot-tall bronze 
statue of Alluri Sitharama Raju at 
Bhimavaram in Andhra Pradesh as 
the year-long celebrations of the 
freedom fighter’s 125th birth 
anniversary began recently. 

About Alluri Raju 

 Alluri Sitarama Raju was an Indian 
revolutionary who waged an 
armed campaign against British 
colonial rule in India.  

 Born in present-day Andhra 
Pradesh in 1897, Alluri Raju 
became involved in anti-British 
activities in response to the 1882 
Madras Forest Act, which 
effectively restricted the free 
movement of tribal communities in 
their forest habitats and prevented 
them from practicing a traditional 
form of agriculture known as podu 
(shifting cultivation). 

 He is famously remembered for 
leading the “Rampa rebellion” or 
“Manyam Rebellion”, in 1922-24 
in the Visakhapatnam-Godavari 
agency area of the then Madras 
Presidency. He was nicknamed 
"Manyam Veerudu" (Hero of the 
Jungle) by local villagers for his 
heroic exploits. 

 Alluri Raju, along with 500 tribals, 
attacked the police stations of 
Chintapalli, Krishnadevipeta, and 
Rajavommangi and walked away 
with 26 police carbine rifles and 
2,500 rounds of ammunition. 

 The Rampa Rebellion coincided 
with Mahatma Gandhi’s Non-
Cooperation Movement. Raju 
talked of the greatness of Mahatma 
Gandhi, and he was inspired by the 
Non-Cooperation Movement, and 
persuaded people to wear khadi 

and give up drinking. But at the 
same time, he asserted that India 
could be liberated only by the 
use of force, not non-violence. 

 Sitarama Raju did not belong to 
the tribal community but 
understood the restrictions that the 
British colonial administration 
placed on the tribal way of life. 
Forced labour, embargoes on 
collecting minor forest produce and 
bans on tribal agriculture practices 
led to severe distress among the 
Koyas of the Godavari Agency area.  

 In 1924, Raju was taken into police 
custody, tied to a tree, and shot by 
public execution, effectively ending 
the armed rebellion. 

 


