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1. Consider the following statements about the National Commission for Protection of Child 
Rights (NCPCR). 

1. It is a constitutional body. 
2. The commission is mandated to monitor the implementation of the Protection of Children 

from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act. 
 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
A. 1 only 
B. 2 only 
C. Both 1 and 2 
D. Neither 1 nor 2 
  

 
2. With reference to the Indian anti-defection law, consider the following statements.  

1. As per the Constitution, the Presiding officer must decide on the question of disqualification 
on the ground of anti-defection within six months. 

2. A member elected as an independent candidate shall be disqualified if he/she joins any 
political party after his/her election. 

 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
A. 1 only 
B. 2 only 
C. Both 1 and 2  
D. Neither 1 nor 2 
 

3. Consider the following statements about ‘NashaMukt Bharat Abhiyaan’.  
1. It is a campaign against substance abuse which focuses on districts which are identified as 

most vulnerable in terms of usage of drugs. 
2. It is an initiative of the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 

  
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
A. 1 only 
B. 2 only 
C. Both 1 and 2 
D. Neither 1 nor 2 
  

 
4. Which one of the following statements with regard to growth of coral reefs is correct? 
A. Coral can grow abundantly in deep waters. 
B. It requires plenty of sunlight to aid photosynthesis. 
C. They typically occur in the polar regions. 
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D. In India, coral reefs are present only in the areas of Andaman & Nicobar and Lakshadweep 
Islands. 
  

  
5. The Valmiki Tiger Reserve is located in 

A. Uttar Pradesh 
B. West Bengal 
C. Bihar 
D. Arunachal Pradesh 
 
Solutions: 
  

1. Answer: B 
  

Sol: 
 Statement 1 is incorrect: The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) 

is a statutory body established under the Commission for Protection of Child Rights Act, 
2005. 

 The commission works under the aegis of the Ministry of Women and Child 
development. 

 Statement 2 is correct: NCPCR is mandated to function for the protection and promotion 
of child rights. It is also mandated to monitor the implementation of the Protection of 
Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act. 

 The Commission may inquire into complaints and take suomotu notice of matters relating 
to- 

o Deprivation and violation of child rights; 
o Non-implementation of laws providing for protection and development of children; 
o Non-compliance of policy decisions, guidelines or instructions aimed at mitigating 

hardships to and ensuring welfare of the children and to provide relief to such 
children; 

 
Constitution 

 The commission consist of the following members namely:-      
o A chairperson who, is a person of eminence and has done a outstanding work for 

promoting  the welfare of children; and 
o Six members, out of which at least two are women, are appointed by the Central 

Government from amongst persons of eminence, ability, integrity, standing and 
experience in Education; Child health, care or related fields. 

 

 

 
2. Answer: B 
 
Sol: 
 



OFFICERS IAS ACADEMY 

IAS ACADEMY RUN BY FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS 

3 

Plot No: 935,6
th

 Avenue, Anna Nagar, Chennai-40 

Ph: 044-40483555,9677120226,9677174226 

Web: www.officersiasacademy.com 

What is anti-defection? 
 It is disqualification when a member of parliament or legislature chooses to join another 

party after being elected as some party. 
 Anti-Defection Law is contained in the Tenth Schedule of the Constitution, which was 

introduced by the 52nd Amendment in 1985. 
  

Disqualification is done when: 
 Members voluntarily give up party membership. 
 If he abstains from the direction given by the party’s whip (an official of a political party 

appointed to maintain parliamentary discipline). 
 Statement 2 is correct: If an independent candidate joins any political party. 
 If a nominated member joins a party after 6 months of his/her nomination. 

  
Exception: 

 If the speaker or any presiding officer after being elected, give up party for impartiality then 
he is not disqualified. He can rejoin the party after getting down from the post.    

 The speaker/presiding officer will be the final authority to decide the disqualification on 
the ground of anti-defection. The decision can be challenged in court.  

 The original act introduced in 1985 protected legislators from disqualification in cases 
where there was a split (with 1/3rd of members splitting) or merger (with 2/3rds of 
members merging) of a legislature party with another political party. 

 The 2003 amendment to the law deleted the one-third split provision which offered 
protection to defectors. 

  
Deciding Authority: 

 The Presiding officer will be the final authority to decide the disqualification on the ground 
of anti-defection. The decision can be challenged in court.  

 And if the question which has arisen is as to whether the Chairman or the Speaker of a 
House has become subject to such disqualification, the question shall be referred for the 
decision of such member of the House as the House may elect on this behalf and his decision 
shall be final. 

 Statement 1 is incorrect: The anti-defection law does not specify a time period for the 
Presiding Officer to decide on a disqualification plea. 

 In 2020, the Supreme Court in a case relating to disqualification in Manipur Assembly ruled 
that the Speaker should decide Tenth Schedule disqualifications within a “reasonable 
period”. What was ‘reasonable’ would depend on the facts of each case.  

 However, the court held that, unless there were “exceptional circumstances”, 
disqualification petitions under the Tenth Schedule should be decided by the Speaker 
within three months.  

 The apex court also called for an independent mechanism including a Permanent Tribunal 
to decide the disputes under 10th Schedule. 

 

  
3. Answer: A 

  
Explanation: 
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 Statement 2 is incorrect: The ‘NashaMukt Bharat Abhiyaan’ or the ‘Drugs-Free India 
Campaign’ is a campaign against substance abuse flagged off on 15th August 2020 by the 
Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment.  

 Statement 1 is correct: The NashaMukt Bharat Annual Action Plan focuses on 272 
districts in 32 states & UT’s which are identified as most vulnerable in terms of usage 
of drugs and launches a three-pronged attack combining efforts of the Narcotics Bureau, 
Outreach/Awareness by Social Justice and Treatment through the Health Department. 

 
Components of the action plan 

 Awareness generation programmes; 
 Focus on Higher Educational institutions, University Campuses and Schools; 
 Community outreach and identification of dependent population; 
 Focus on Treatment facilities in Hospital settings; and 
 Capacity Building Programmes for Service Providers. 

 

 

 
4. Answer: B 
 
Sol: 
  

What are coral reefs? 
 Coral reefs are large underwater structures composed of the skeletons of colonial marine 

invertebrates called coral.  
 The coral species that build reefs are known as hermatypic, or "hard," corals because they 

extract calcium carbonate(CaCO3) from seawater to create a hard, durable exoskeleton 
that protects their soft, sac-like bodies.  

 Other species of corals that are not involved in reef building are known as “soft” corals. 
These types of corals are flexible organisms often resembling plants and trees and include 
species such as sea fans and sea whips. 

  
Symbiotic relationship 

 Most reef-building corals contain photosynthetic algae, called zooxanthellae, that live in 
their tissues. The corals and algae have a symbiotic relationship.  

 The coral provides the algae with a protected environment and compounds they need for 
photosynthesis. In return, the algae produce oxygen and help the coral to remove wastes. 
The presence of the zooxanthellae also provides colored pigments to help protect the coral's 
white skeleton from sunlight. 

  
Significance of Coral reefs 

 Coral reefs only occupy 0.1% of the area of the ocean but they support 25% of all marine 
species on the planet.  

 Because of the diversity of life found in the habitats created by corals, reefs are often called 
the "rainforests of the sea." 

  
Geographical distribution 
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 The reef-building corals prefer to grow at  
o Statement A is incorrect: depths shallower than 30 m (100 ft), or  
o where the temperature range is between 16-32°C, and  
o Statement B is correct: light levels are high to aid photosynthesis 

 Statement C is incorrect: The majority of reef building corals are found within tropical and 
subtropical waters. These typically occur between 30°N and 30°S of the equator. 

 The largest of these coral reef systems, the Great Barrier Reef in Australia, is more than 
1,500 miles long (2,400 kilometers). 

 
  
Coral reefs in India 

 Statement D is incorrect: Coral reefs are present in the areas of Gulf of Kutch, Gulf of 
Mannar, Andaman & Nicobar, Lakshadweep Islands and Malvan coast of Maharashtra. 

  

  

  

 
Main threats to coral reefs 

 Climate change: Warmer water temperatures can result in coral bleaching. When water is 
too warm, corals expel the algae (zooxanthellae) living in their tissues causing the coral to 
turn completely white. This is called coral bleaching. When a coral bleaches, it is not dead. 
Corals can survive a bleaching event, but they are under more stress and are subject to 
mortality.  

 Ocean acidification: Ocean acidification is caused by rising levels of CO2 in the atmosphere. 
Oceans absorb some of the CO2. As CO2 enters the ocean, it reacts with water increasing 
hydrogen ion concentration (thus decreasing ocean pH) and decreasing the carbonate ion 
concentration. A reduction in carbonate ions affects the Calcification process of Corals. 
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 Calcification is the process by which corals form their skeletons by combining calcium ions and 
carbonate ions to create calcium carbonate. 

 Pollution: Urban and industrial waste, plastics, sewage, agrochemicals, and oil pollution are 
poisoning reefs. Some pollutants, such as sewage and runoff from farming, increase the level 
of nitrogen in seawater, causing an overgrowth of algae. 

 Sedimentation: Erosion caused by construction, mining, logging, and farming is leading to 
increased sediment in rivers. This ends up in the ocean, where it can smother corals by 
depriving them of the light needed to survive.  

 Destructive fishing practices: These include cyanide fishing, blast or dynamite fishing, 
bottom trawling, and muro-ami (banging on the reef with sticks). Bottom-trawling is one 
of the greatest threats to cold-water coral reefs. 

  

 

 
5. Answer: C 
 
Sol: 
 

About Valmiki Tiger Reserve 
 It is the only Tiger Reserve in Bihar. It is located in the Terai region in West Champaran 

District bordering Nepal.  
 Situated in Gangetic plains bio-geographic zone of the Country, the forests of this Tiger 

Reserve has a combination of bhabhar and terai tracts. Boulder and pebble deposits by the 
Himalayan rivers in foothills characterize the bhabhar tract while the finer sediments 
deposits feature terai lands. 

 It is home to 23 tigers according to the recent census. Water bodies in and around the 
reserve also attract winter migrant birds. 

 River Gandakforms the western boundary of Valmiki Tiger Reserve. 
 Tharu and Dangar Schedule Tribes live in these forests. 
 The porous international boundary with Nepal, intense biotic pressure, encroachment, 

weed invasion (dwarf Phoenix etc.), lack of availability of grassland, heavy soil-erosion from 
mighty rivers flowing through the reserve, involving local people in protection measures 
and eco-tourism are the major managerial issues of this Tiger Reserve. 

 

 


