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1. Consider the following statements. 
1. Co-operative banks in India are found in rural and semi-urban areas only. 
2. Co-operative banks in India can provide loans to its members only. 

  
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
A. 1 only 
B. 2 only 
C. Both 1 and 2 
D. Neither 1 nor 2 
  

 
2. With reference to the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS), consider the following statements. 

1. It is the National Standard Body of India. 
2. It works under the aegis of the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution. 
3. It is responsible for the administration of the Geographical Indications of Goods 

(Registration and Protection) Act, 1999. 
 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
A. 1 only 
B. 1 and 2 only 
C. 2 and 3 only 
D. 1, 2 and 3  
 

3. Which of the following projects are funded by the Universal Service Obligation Fund 
(USOF)?  

1. BharatNet 
2. Comprehensive Telecom Development plan (CTDP) for North East Region 
3. Providing Mobile services in Left Wing Extremism (LWE) affected areas 
4. Providing Mobile services in Aspirational & Uncovered villages  

  
Select the correct answer using the codes given below  
A. 1 and 2 only 
B. 2, 3 and 4 only 
C. 1, 3 and 4 only 
D. 1, 2, 3 and 4 
  

 
4. Consider the following statements about the National Commission for Backward Classes 
(NCBC).  

1. At present, NCBC is accorded statutory status by the National Commission for Backward 
Classes Act, 2018.  

2. The Commission has all the powers of a civil court while trying a suit. 
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
A. 1 only 
B. 2 only 
C. Both 1 and 2 
D. Neither 1 nor 2 
 

5. Consider the following statements about the Great Barrier Reef.  
1. It is the world's largest coral reef system. 
2. It is a UNESCO’s World Heritage Site. 

 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
A. 1 only 
B. 2 only 
C. Both 1 and 2 
D. Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Solutions: 
  

1. Answer: D 
  

Sol: 
 Co-operative banks are financial entities established on a co-operative basis and 

belonging to their members. This means that the customers of a co-operative bank are 
also its owners.  

 These banks provide a wide range of regular banking and financial services. 
 
Cooperative movement in India 

 By definition, cooperatives are organisations formed at the grassroots level by people to 
harness the power of collective bargaining towards a common goal. The aim of the co-
operative movement was to help farmers overcome the burden of debt and help them sell 
their products easily to get maximum profit.  

 In agriculture, cooperative dairies, sugar mills, spinning mills etc are formed with the 
pooled resources of farmers who wish to process their produce.  

 Cooperative sugar mills account for 35% of the sugar produced in the country. 
 In banking and finance, cooperative institutions are spread across rural and urban areas. 

Village-level primary agricultural credit societies (PACSs) formed by farmer 
associations are the best example of grassroots-level credit flow. These societies anticipate 
the credit demand of a village and make the demand to the district central cooperative 
banks (DCCBs). 

 Given that PACSs are a collective of farmers, they have much more bargaining powers than 
an individual farmer pleading his case at a commercial bank. 

 
Structure of co-operative banks in India 
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 Statement 1 is incorrect: Broadly, co-operative banks in India are divided into two 
categories - urban and rural. 

 The rural co-operative credit system in India is primarily mandated to ensure flow of credit 
to the agriculture sector. It comprises short-term and long-term co-operative credit 
structures.  

o The short-term co-operative credit structure operates with a three-tier system -
Primary Agricultural Credit Societies (PACS) at the village level, Central 
Cooperative Banks (CCBs) at the district level and State Cooperative Banks 
(StCBs) at the State level.  

o Meanwhile, the long-term institutions are either State Cooperative Agriculture 
and Rural Development Banks (SCARDBs) or Primary Cooperative Agriculture 
and Rural Development Banks (PCARDBs). 

 Primary Cooperative Banks (PCBs), also referred to as Urban Cooperative Banks 
(UCBs), cater to the financial needs of customers in urban and semi-urban areas. UCBs are 
of two kinds- multi-state and those operating in a single state. 

 Statement 2 is incorrect: There are no such limits. 
 
What laws govern cooperative societies? 

 The functioning of Cooperative Banks is guided by the Cooperative Societies Act of the 
respective states.  

 While the administrative control of the cooperatives are with the states, its banking 
functions are regulated by the Reserve Bank of India under the Banking Regulation Act, 
1949. 

 In 2002, the Centre passed a MultiState Cooperative Societies Act that allowed for 
registration of societies with operations in more than one state. 

 In 2020, the Banking Regulation (Amendment) Act, 2020 was passed to bring all urban 
cooperative banks and multi-state cooperative banks under the direct supervision of 
the RBI, following public scandals in certain banks and claims of mismanagement. 

 The National Cooperative Development Corporation (NCDC), a statutory Corporation 
under the Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare,works for the promotion of the 
cooperative movement in India. It is tasked with planning, promoting, coordinating and 
financing cooperative development programmes at the national level.  
 

 
 
2. Answer: B 
 
Sol: 

 Statement 1 is correct: Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) is the National Standard Body 
of India established under the BIS Act 2016. 

 BIS is responsible for the harmonious development of the activities of standardization, 
marking and quality certification of goods. 

 Statement 2 is correct: BIS works under the aegis of the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, 
Food and Public Distribution. 
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 Statement 3 is incorrect: The Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and 
Protection) Act, 1999 is administered by the Controller General of Patents, Designs, and 
Trademarks, under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry. 

 

  
3. Answer: D 
  
Sol:  

 In 2003, the Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF) was set up by The Indian 
Telegraph (Amendment) Act, 2003 which gave its statutory status.  

 The main aim of USOF is to provide access to telecom services in a non-discriminatory 
manner to people in the rural and remote areas at affordable and reasonable 
prices,thereby bridging the rural-urban digital divide.  

 It also aims at equitable distribution of the fruits of the telecom/digital revolution and fair 
allocation of national resources via targeted subsidies. 

 
Foundational Pillars of USOF 

 Availability: the level of service should be the same for all users in their place of work or 
residence, at all times and without geographical discrimination  

 Affordability: for all users, the price of the service should not be a factor that limits service 
access  

 Accessibility: all subscribers should be treated in a non-discriminatory manner with 
respect to the price, service and quality of the service, in all places, without distinction of 
race, sex, religion, caste etc. 

  
Project funded by USOF 

 BharatNet 
 Comprehensive Telecom Development plan (CTDP) for North East Region 
 Comprehensive Telecom Development plan (CTDP) for Islands 
 Providing Mobile services in Left Wing Extremism (LWE) affected areas 
 Providing Mobile services in Aspirational & Uncovered villages  

  

 

 
4. Answer: B 
 
Sol: 

 The National Commission for Backward Classes (NCBC) was initially constituted by the 
Central Govt by The National Commission for Backward Classes Act, 1993 and so far the 
Commission had been reconstituted 7 times up to 2016. The Central Govt has repealed The 
National Commission for Backward Classes Act, 1993 w.e.f 15.8.2018.  

 Statement 1 is incorrect: The present Commission (8th) has been accorded 
Constitutional Status and constituted through “The Constitution (One Hundred and 
Second Amendment) Act, 2018” Act, whereby Article 338B has been inserted, forming a 
Commission for the socially and educationally backward classes to be known as NCBC.  
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 The Commission consists of a Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson and three other Members 
in the rank & pay of Secretary to the Govt of India and their condition of service and tenure 
of office has been notified by the Central government. 

 Statement 2 is correct: The Commission has all the powers of a civil court while trying a 
suit. 

 

 
 NCBC has been assigned duties under Section (5) of The Constitution (One Hundred And 

Second Amendment) Act, 2018 which are as follows: 
 It shall be the duty of the Commission— 

o to investigate and monitor all matters relating to the safeguards provided for 
the socially and educationally backward classes under this Constitution or 
under any other law for the time being in force or under any order of the 
Government and to evaluate the working of such safeguards; 

o to inquire into specific complaints with respect to the deprivation of rights and 
safeguards of the socially and educationally backward classes; 

o to participate and advise on the socio-economic development of the socially and 
educationally backward classes and to evaluate the progress of their development 
under the Union and any State; 

o to present to the President, annually and at such other times as the Commission may 
deem fit, reports upon the working of those safeguards; 

o to make in such reports the recommendations as to the measures that should be 
taken by the Union or any State for the effective implementation of those safeguards 
and other measures for the protection, welfare and socio-economic development of 
the socially and educationally backward classes; and 

o to discharge such other functions in relation to the protection, welfare and 
development and advancement of the socially and educationally backward classes 
as the President may, subject to the provisions of any law made by Parliament, by 
rule specify. 

 

 

 
5. Answer: C 
 
Sol: 

 Statement 1 is correct: The Great Barrier Reef is the world's largest coral reef system 
composed of over 2,900 individual reefs and 900 islands stretching for over 2,300 
kilometres over an area of approximately 3.4 lakh square kilometres. 

 It is found in the northeastern coast of Queensland state, Australia. 
 It has a geological history going back an estimated 23 million years to the Miocene epoch, 

and has survived many challenges. 
 Statement 2 is correct: It has been on UNESCO’s World Heritage Site List since 1981. 

 

 


