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News @ a glance 
POLITY 

 
1) Foreign Contribution 

(Regulation) Amendment Act, 
2020 

About Foreign Contribution (Regulation) 
Act, (FCRA), 2010  

 The FCRA 2010 regulates the acceptance 
and utilisation of foreign contribution by 
individuals, associations and companies. 
Foreign contribution is the donation or 
transfer of any currency, security or 
article (of beyond a specified value) by a 
foreign source. 

 The objective is to prevent use of foreign 
contribution or foreign hospitality for 
any activity detrimental to the national 
interest. 

 All societies, companies, associations 
and NGOs have to register themselves 
under the FCRA and fulfil definite 
criteria to be eligible for foreign funds.  

 The registration is initially valid for five 
years and it can be renewed 
subsequently if they comply with all 
norms.  

 Registered associations can receive 
foreign contributions for social, 
educational, religious, economic and 
cultural purposes.  

 Filing of annual returns, on the lines of 
Income Tax, is compulsory.  

Who cannot receive foreign donations? 
 Members of the legislature and 

political parties, government officials, 
judges and media persons are 
prohibited from receiving any foreign 
contribution.  

 However, in 2017 the Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA), amended the FCRA law 
paving the way for political parties to 
receive funds from the Indian 
subsidiary of a foreign company or a 
foreign company in which an Indian 
holds 50% or more shares. 

FCRA Amendment Act, 2020 

 Last year, the Parliament passed the 
Foreign Contribution (Regulation) 
Amendment Act, 2020 which amends 
the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) 
Act, 2010.   

Highlights of the 2020 Act 
Prohibition to accept foreign contribution 

 The amendment adds public servants 
(as defined under the Indian Penal Code) 
to the list of persons who are prohibited 
to accept any foreign contribution.  

 Public servant includes any person who 
is in service or pay of the government, or 
remunerated by the government for the 
performance of any public duty. 

Transfer of foreign contribution 
 The amendment act prohibits the 

transfer of grants received under FCRA 
to any other person or organisation.       

Aadhaar for registration 
 Any person seeking prior permission, 

registration or renewal of registration 
must provide the Aadhaar number of 
all its office bearers, directors or key 
functionaries, as an identification 
document.   

 In case of a foreigner, they must provide 
a copy of the passport or the Overseas 
Citizen of India card for identification.   

FCRA account 
 Organisations can receive the foreign 

funds in a bank account designated as 
the ‘FCRA account’ only in branches of 
the State Bank of India, New Delhi, as 
notified by the central government.   

Reduction in use of foreign contribution for 
administrative purposes 

 Under the 2010 Act, a person who 
receives foreign contribution must use it 
only for the purpose for which the 
contribution is received. Further, they 
must not use more than 50% of the 
contribution for meeting administrative 
expenses.   
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 The amendment act reduces this limit 
to 20%. 

Suspension of registration 
 Under the 2010 Act, the government 

may suspend the registration of a person 
for a period not exceeding 180 days.   

 The latest amendment adds that such 
suspension may be extended up to an 
additional 180 days. 

Why in News? 
 The Foreign Contribution (Regulation) 

Act (FCRA) registration of nearly 6,000 
Non Governmental Organisations 
(NGOs) has ceased to operate from 
January 1 as the Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA) refused to renew their 
application or the NGOs did not apply 
for one. 

 The registration is mandatory for 
associations and NGOs to receive 
foreign funds.  

  

2) National Mission for Clean 
Ganga 

About NMCG 
 National Mission for Clean Ganga 

(NMCG) is registered as a society under 
the Societies Registration Act 1860. 

 NMCG aims to ensure effective 
abatement of pollution and 
rejuvenation of the river Ganga by 

adopting a river basin approach to 
promote inter-sectoral co-ordination for 
comprehensive planning and 
management. 

 It also aims to maintain minimum 
ecological flows in the river Ganga with 
the aim of ensuring water quality and 
environmentally sustainable 
development.  

 NMCG acted as the implementation 
arm of National Ganga River Basin 
Authority (NGRBA) which was 
constituted under the provisions of the 
Environment (Protection) Act 
(EPA),1986.  

 NGRBA was dissolved in 2016, 
consequent to the constitution of 
National Council for Rejuvenation, 
Protection and Management of River 
Ganga (referred as National Ganga 
Council). 

Why in News? 
 G Asok Kumar, Additional Secretary, 

Ministry of Jal Shakti took over as the 
new Director General for the National 
Mission for Clean Ganga, Ministry of Jal 
Shakti.  

 
For doubts and queries email us at: 

doubts@officerspulse.com 
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ENVIRONMENT 
 

1) NTCA 
About National Tiger Conservation 
Authority (NTCA) 

 NTCA is a statutory body under the 
Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change.  

 It performs functions as provided in the 
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.  

 It is chaired by the Minister in charge 
of the MoEF&CC. 

 The objectives of NTCA are: 
1. Providing statutory authority to 

Project Tiger so that compliance of its 
directives becomes legal. 

2. Fostering accountability of Center-
State in management of Tiger 

Reserves, by providing a basis for MoU 
with States within our federal 
structure. 

3. Providing for an oversight by 
Parliament. 

4. Addressing livelihood interests of local 
people in areas surrounding Tiger 
Reserves. 

Why in News? 
 The 19th Meeting of National Tiger 

Conservation Authority was held 
recently under the chairmanship of 
Union Minister for Environment, Forest 
& Climate Change. 

Related Information 
Project Tiger 
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 Project Tiger is a Centrally Sponsored 
Scheme of Government of India which 
was launched in 1973 for in-situ 
conservation of wild tigers in designated 
tiger reserves. 

 Broadly, the strategy involves exclusive 
tiger agenda in the core/critical tiger 
habitat, inclusive people-wildlife 
agenda in the outer buffer, besides 
fostering the latter agenda in the 
corridors.   

 This strategy is reflected in a tiger 
reserve specific Tiger Conservation 
Plan for each reserve prepared under 
the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. 

 The initiative is administered under the 
Ministry of Environment, Forests and 
Climate Change (MoEFCC). National 
Tiger Conservation Authority, a 
statutory body under MoEFCC, is the 
immediate supervising agency. 

 It was launched from the Jim Corbett 
National Park of Uttarakhand. 

 At present, there are a total of 53 Tiger 
Reserves in India governed by Project 
Tiger. 

What are the major Challenges for 
conservation of species in the long run? 

 The present tiger reserves might not be 
able to conserve the species in the long 
run because there is a need for more 
corridors rather for the exchange of 
Gene pool. 

 Out of 53 tiger reserves in India, nearly 
17 are approaching the peak of their 
capacity at sustaining tiger populations. 

 In today’s scenario, human-animal 
conflict is increasing day-by-day and the 
major reason lies in fragmentation or 
shrinking of habitat. 

 Due to illegal poaching and illegal 
markets, there is grave danger for the 
tiger species. 

 In a recent survey it was found that one-
third of tigers live outside the tiger 
reserves.  

 The inter-connectivity of Tiger 
reserves is very poor due to which the 
translocation of tigers is difficult. 

Way Forward 
 There is a need to shift the focus from 

the Tiger reserves towards the 
network areas of tigers through which 
man-animal conflict can be avoided. 

 The most dominant factor like Climate 
change needs to be taken into account 
while framing our development as well 
as conservation strategy. Eg: Recently, a 
tiger was found in sikkim where it was 
never found before. 

 Eco-tourism is making a way for tigers 
to get habituated with people and hence 
it needs to be promoted. 

 Even though we have achieved a 
significant increase in tiger population 
there is a lot which needs to be done to 
conserve the flagship species as the 
country is more vulnerable to the 
dynamic climate. 

  

2) 10.74 lakh birds flock to 
Chilika Lake  

About Chilika Lake 

 
 It is Asia’s largest brackish water 

estuarine lake, located in the Odisha’s 
Coast.  

 It is the largest wintering ground for 
migratory waterfowl found anywhere 
on the Indian sub-continent. Flocks of 
migratory waterfowl arrive from as far 
as the Caspian Sea, Lake Baikal, Aral Sea, 
remote parts of Russia, Kirghiz steppes 
of Mongolia, Central and South East Asia, 
Ladakh and the Himalayas, to feed and 
breed in its fertile waters.  

 Chilika lake has been designated as a 
"Ramsar Site", i.e. a wetland of 
International Importance.  

 The lake was also included in the 
Montreux Record (Threatened list) in 
1993 by Ramsar Secretariat due to the 
change in the ecological character of the 
lake ecosystem. Subsequently, however, 
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due to successful restoration of the lake 
ecosystem by Chilika Development 
Authority it was removed from the 
Montreux Record in 2002. 

 The Nalaban Island within the lake is 
notified as a Bird Sanctuary under 
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.  

Why in News? 
 As per the water bird status survey-

2022 conducted in the Chilika, a total of 
10,74,173 birds of the 107 water bird 
species and 37,953 individuals of 76 
wetland dependent species were 
counted at the entire lagoon. 

 The census was undertaken jointly by 
the Odisha State Wildlife 
Organisation, the Chilika 
Development Authority (CDA) and 
the Bombay Natural History Society. 

  

3) Zero Tillage Farming 
What is Zero Tillage Farming? 

 Zero tillage is the process where the 
crop seed will be sown through drillers 
without prior land preparation and 
disturbing the soil where previous crop 
stubbles are present. 

 Zero tillage not only reduces the cost of 
cultivation it also reduces the soil 

erosion, crop duration and irrigation 
requirement and weed effect which is 
better than tillage. 

 Zero Tillage (ZT) is also called No 
Tillage or Nil Tillage. 

 In India, the zero-tillage system is being 
followed in the Indo-Gangetic plains 
where rice-wheat cropping is present. 

Advantages of Zero tillage 
 Reduction in the crop duration and 

higher yields. 
 Reduction in the cost of inputs for land 

preparation. 
 Residual moisture can be effectively 

utilized and the number of irrigations 
can be reduced and dry matter and 
organic matter get added to the soil. 

 Greenhouse effect will get reduced due 
to carbon sequestration. 

Why in news? 
 An experiment using zero tillage 

technology was conducted at a village in 
Sangareddy district, Telangana, and the 
yield by the farmer highlighted that 
saving per acre will be around ₹3,000 
per acre. 

  
For doubts and queries email us at 

doubts@officerspulse.com  
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ECONOMY 
 

1) ‘India to surpass Japan as Asia’s 
2nd largest economy by 2030’ 

What’s in the news? 
 IHS Markit, a Tech Analyst Firm, has 

predicted that India is likely to 
overtake Japan as Asia’s second-
largest economy by 2030 when its GDP 
is also projected to surpass that of 
Germany and the U.K. to rank as the 
world’s No.3. 

 Currently, India is the sixth-largest 
economy, behind the U.S., China, Japan, 
Germany and the U.K. 

 According to IHS Markit, India’s nominal 
GDP is forecast to rise from $2.7 trillion 
in 2021 to $8.4 trillion by 2030. This 
rapid pace of economic expansion would 
result in the size of Indian GDP 
exceeding Japanese GDP by 2030, 
making India the second-largest 
economy in the Asia-Pacific region. 

 The long-term outlook for the Indian 
economy is supported by a number of 
key growth drivers which include a large 
and fast-growing middle class, which is 
helping to drive consumer spending. 

 The firm forecasts that the country’s 
consumption expenditure will double 
from $1.5 trillion in 2020 to $3 
trillion by 2030. 

 For the fiscal year 2021-22, India’s real 
GDP growth rate is projected to be 
8.2%, rebounding from the severe 
contraction of 7.3% year-on-year in 
2020-21. 

  

2) Corporate Social Responsibility 
What is CSR?  

 Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) is 
a business philosophy that dictates that 
companies around the globe should 
deviate from the narrow path of chasing 
only financial gains and wealth buildup 
and embark on a journey of sustainable 
development.  

 It includes community welfare, ethical 
corporate conduct, climate action, 
defending the socio-economic rights of 
marginalised sections of society, among 
other aspects.  

CSR in India 
 India harbours one of the earliest and 

richest traditions of CSR in the world in 
the form of philanthropy. 

 We can find Chanakya, also called 
Kautilya, the cardinal force behind 
Mauryan Imperialism, commenting and 
emphasising on the importance of 
observing ethical practices and 
principles while conducting commercial 
activities.  

 Our scriptures have also repeatedly 
echoed the importance of sharing 
business earnings with the deprived 
segments of the society. 

 In modern India, CSR was attributed 
with a whole new dimension with the 
“Trusteeship Theory” of Mahatma 
Gandhi, which considered the 
businessmen of India as trustees of 
trusts that looked after public welfare.  

Legal Provisions 
 India is the first country in the world 

to make CSR mandatory, following an 
amendment to The Company Act, 2013 
in 2014. 

 Any company that has a net worth of at 
least Rs 500 crore, a turnover of Rs 
1,000 crore or a net profit of Rs 5 
crore is obliged to spend 2% of its 
average profits over the last three 
years on CSR. 

 Businesses can invest their profits in 
areas such as education, poverty, gender 
equality, and hunger as part of their CSR 
compliance, as regulated by the law. 

Latest Amendments 
 In January 2021, the Ministry of 

Corporate Affairs amended the rules of 
CSR.  

 According to the new rules, non-
compliance to the CSR rules and 
obligations will no longer be treated as 
a criminal offence. These will now be 
treated as civil wrongs. 

 A company may engage International 
Organisations for designing, 
monitoring and evaluation of the CSR 
projects and for capacity building of 
their own personnel for CSR. 
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 Any surplus income being generated 
through a company’s CSR activities can 
not form part of the company’s profit. 
The surplus shall be reinvested into the 
same project or shall be transferred to 
the Unspent CSR Account. 

 Any CSR expenditure that exceeds the 
required amount can be carried 
forward to the next three years. 

Why in News? 
 IndianOil, an Indian government 

corporation, has committed to support 
the National TB elimination Program 
(NTEP) in India by providing an 
enabling environment through 
integrated and prioritised intervention 
with City Coordination Committees, 
District Health Societies, Technical 
support groups, etc., under its Corporate 
Social Responsibility programme. 

Tuberculosis (TB) in India 
 TB continues to be one of India’s 

severest health challenges. India has a 
large number of ‘missing’ cases every 
year that are not detected or reported. 

 In 2018, the Government of India started 
a holistic initiative to End TB in India 
by 2025, five years ahead of the 
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 
target of 2030.  

 The government provisions a good 
amount of budget annually for the TB 
programme. However, considering its 
enormity, the efforts of the Government 
need to be supplemented by augmenting 
the existing resources, service delivery 
mechanism and infrastructure for 
identification of numerous missing TB 
patients every year.  

  

 3) RBI approves small, offline e-
payments 

What’s in the news? 
 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has 

come out with the framework for 
facilitating small-value digital 
payments in offline mode, a move that 
would promote digital payments in 
semi-urban and rural areas. 

 The framework incorporates feedback 
received from the pilot experiments on 
offline transactions conducted in 

different parts of the country between 
September 2020 and June 2021. 

News in Detail 
 An offline digital payment does not 

require Internet or telecom 
connectivity. 

 Under this new framework, such 
payments can be carried out face-to-
face (proximity mode) using any 
channel or instrument like cards, 
wallets and mobile devices. 

 Such transactions would not require 
an Additional Factor of 
Authentication (AFA). Since the 
transactions are offline, alerts (by way 
of SMS and / or e-mail) will be 
received by the customer after a time 
lag. 

 There is a limit of ₹200 per 
transaction and an overall limit of 
₹2,000 for all transactions until the 
balance in the account is replenished. 
Balance replenishment can only 
occur in an online mode. 

 Payment instruments shall be enabled 
for offline transactions based on explicit 
consent of the customer. The acquirer 
shall incur all liabilities arising out of 
technical or transaction security issues 
at the merchant’s end. 

 Customers also have recourse to the 
Reserve Bank — Integrated 
Ombudsman Scheme for grievance 
redress. 

Significance 
 While India has witnessed a boom in 

sales of cheap smartphones and even 
cheaper data connections, internet 
connectivity is yet to reach many 
parts of the country. The latest 
available data from the World Bank 
showed that in 2019, only 41% of 
India’s population had access to an 
internet connection.  

 Therefore, RBI’s move to push offline 
payments is inclusive as many 
customers without smartphones would 
be able to reap the benefits of 
digitization. Offline transactions would 
give a push to digital transactions in 
areas with poor or weak Internet or 
telecom connectivity, particularly in 
semi-urban and rural areas. The 
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framework has become applicable with 
immediate effect. 

  

For doubts and queries email us at: 
doubts@officerspulse.com  
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
 

1) Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty  

About Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT) 

 The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 
Nuclear Weapons aims to prevent the 
spread of nuclear weapons and 
weapons technology, to foster the 
peaceful uses of nuclear energy, and 
to further the goal of disarmament. 

 It entered into force in 1970. 
 Its 190 states-parties are classified into 

two categories: nuclear-weapon states 
(NWS)—consisting of the United States, 
Russia, China, France, and the United 
Kingdom—and non-nuclear-weapon 
states (NNWS).  

 Under the treaty, the five NWS commit 
to pursue general and complete 
disarmament, while the NNWS agree to 
forgo developing or acquiring nuclear 
weapons. 

 Only four countries (South Sudan, India, 
Israel, and Pakistan) have not signed the 
treaty, and one country (North Korea) 
has signed and then withdrawn from the 
treaty. 

Why didn't India join? 
 The Treaty defines nuclear weapon 

states as those that had manufactured 
and detonated a nuclear explosive 
device prior to 1 January 1967. 

 Thus, the spirit of the NPT creates a 
divide between countries that did 
develop nuclear power before 1967 and 
those that didn't develop nuclear power 
before 1967.  

 Being a signatory to NPT means that the 
party state will cease all development of 
nuclear weapons and will open doors for 
inspection of its nuclear facilities by the 
International Atomic Energy Agency. 

 The NPT, in India's opinion, doesn't 
explain the need for this distinction and 
loss of national sovereignty. 

Why in News? 
 Review of the Treaty on the Non-

Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), 
which was supposed to be conducted on 

January 4, has been postponed to later in 
the year due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 In a joint statement, five global nuclear 
powers - China, France, Russia, the U.K. 
and U.S. - pledged to prevent atomic 
weapons spreading and to avoid nuclear 
conflict. 

Related Information 
Nuclear Suppliers Group  

 Established in 1975, the Nuclear 
Suppliers Group (NSG) comprises 48 
states that have voluntarily agreed to 
coordinate their export controls to non-
nuclear-weapon states.  

 The NSG governs the transfers of civilian 
nuclear material and nuclear-related 
equipment and technology.  

 Full compliance with the obligations of 
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 
Nuclear Weapons (NPT) is a 
membership criteria to join NSG. 

 India has been trying, since 2008, to join 
the NSG, which would give India access 
to more sophisticated nuclear 
technology. 

 However, China has repeatedly blocked 
India's entry into NSG as India is not a 
signatory to the NPT. 

 It should be noted that members are 
admitted to NSG only by consensus.  

 
2) What is CSTO? 
Context 

 Kazakhstan, the oil-rich country of 19 
million people, has seen mass unrest 
recently over the government’s decision 
to end subsidies on liquefied petroleum 
gas. 

 The cost of LPG, which many Kazakhs 
use instead of petrol or diesel to run 
their cars, soon shot up, doubling in 
some places. Protests immediately 
spread around the vast country, 
snowballing from a specific grievance 
about fuel prices into broader demands 
for regime change. 

 When things started going out of hand, 
Kassym-Zhomart Tokayev, the country’s 
President, called on the Collective 
Security Treaty Organisation (CSTO) 
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for help. It is soldiers from this group 
that started storming into the nation to 
curb the protests which threatened the 
very existence of the regime that has 
ruled the Central Asian country since it 
became an independent republic in 
1991. 

What is the Collective Security Treaty 
Organisation? 

 When the Cold War drew to a close in 
1991, the Warsaw Pact, an alliance of 
eight socialist states, and the Soviet 
Union’s answer to NATO, dissolved. Less 
than a year later, Russia and five of its 
allies in the Commonwealth of 
Independent States, which was nothing 
but a loose club of post-Soviet countries, 
signed a new Collective Security 
Treaty, which came into force in 1994. 

 Although it wasn’t as powerful as the 
Warsaw pact, in 2002, as Central Asia 
loomed larger in geopolitics — America 
had invaded Afghanistan the previous 
year — it declared itself the Collective 
Security Treaty Organisation, a full-
blown military alliance.  

 Today it has six members: Armenia, 
Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Russia and Tajikistan. Uzbekistan had 
quit the alliance in 2012. 

Strategic Importance 
 In the last decade, however, the CSTO’s 

ambitions have grown. In 2007, it 
agreed to create a 3,600-strong 
peacekeeping force and two years 
later, it established a rapid-reaction 
force comprising 20,000 elite personnel 
who are kept on high alert.  

 The alliance has also held joint 
exercises, including a series of high-
profile “anti-terrorism” drills last 
summer and autumn in response to the 
growing chaos in Afghanistan. 

 The recent move of CSTO to help the 
Kazakhstan regime, though, was the first 
time that the organsation invoked 
Article 4, which is very similar to 
NATO’s Article 5.  

o Article 5 of NATO states that an attack 
against one Ally is an attack against all, a 
promise of collective defence. 

o Article 4 of CSTO Treaty states that if one 
of the States Parties is subjected to 
aggression by any state or group of 
states, then this will be considered as 
aggression against all States Parties to 
this Treaty. 

 CSTO invoked Article 4 owing to the 
growing chaos in Kazakhstan as the 
President blamed foreign-trained 
“terrorist gangs” for the protests.  

Russia’s growing influence 
 For Russia, the CSTO is a useful tool to 

tighten its grip on Central Asia, 
against both Western and Chinese 
encroachments. It justifies Russian 
military facilities in member countries, 
while also giving Russia a veto over any 
other foreign bases in the region.  

 In turn, the CSTO’s members benefit 
from cooperation with Russia’s 
advanced armed forces, including 
training and discounted arms sales. 

  
For doubts and queries email us at: 

doubts@officerspulse.com 
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

1) ISRO Missions - 2022 
Why in News: 

 Indian Space Research Organization 
(ISRO) is gearing up for a number of 
missions in 2022. 

What are the missions? 
 These include the launch of the Earth 

Observation Satellites, EOS-4 and 
EOS-6 on board the Polar Satellite 
Launch Vehicle (PSLV), 
o Earth observation satellites are 

satellites that have remote sensing 
capabilities. 

o Earth observation is the collection 
of data on Earth's physical, 
chemical, and biochemical 
mechanisms.  

o Many earth observation satellites 
have been deployed on sun-
synchronous orbit. Other ISRO-
launched earth observation 
satellites include RESOURCESAT-2, 
2A, CARTOSAT-1, 2, 2A, 2B, RISAT-1 
and 2, OCEANSAT-2, Megha-
Tropiques, SARAL and SCATSAT-1, 
INSAT-3DR, 3D, and others. 

o PSLV is the first launch vehicle to 
have liquid stages. PSLV was 
utilised in the launch of 
Chandrayaan-1 in 2008 and the 
Mars Orbiter Spacecraft in 2013. 

 EOS-02 is planned to be launched on the 
maiden flight of the Small Satellite 
Launch Vehicle (SSLV). 
o SSLV will give on-demand access 

to space, with rocket assembly 
lasting only 15 days and requiring 
minimal crew.  

o It will only be used for tiny 
satellites like nanosats and 
cubesats. The SSLV's cargo capacity 
in Lower Earth Orbit (LEO) will be 
500-700 kg, which is less than one-
third the weight of the PLSV.  

o It features a three-stage solid 
propulsion system and, like the 
PSLV and GSLV, can carry 
numerous satellites, albeit of a 
smaller size. Small satellites are 
now piggybacked on larger 

satellites launched using Polar 
Satellite Launch Vehicles (PSLV) 
and Geosynchronous Launch 
Vehicles (GLV) (GSLV).  

o The SSLV, unlike the PSLV and 
GSLV, can be constructed both 
vertically and horizontally. 

 ISRO has already conducted test flights 
for the Crew Escape System of 
Gaganyaan and is planning the launch 
of the first unmanned mission of 
Gaganyaan. ISRO conducted a Crew 
Module Atmospheric Re-entry 
Experiment and a Pad Abort Test for 
the program. 
o Gaganyaan is an Indian crewed 

orbital spacecraft intended to be 
the formative spacecraft of the 
Indian Human Spaceflight 
Programme. 

o The ₹10,000-crore ambitious 
project is expected to be launched 
in 2022, the year of the 75th 
anniversary of India’s 
Independence, by the Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO). 

o It is designed to have 3-7 crew 
members spend 3-7 days in space in 
a 400-km orbit (Low Earth Orbit 
or LEO). 

o GSLV Mk III, the three-stage heavy 
lift launch vehicle, will be used to 
launch Gaganyaan as it has the 
necessary payload capability. 

o With this, India could potentially 
become the fourth country to 
send a man to space, after the 
erstwhile USSR, the US and China 

Other Missions 
 In addition, ISRO also plans 

Chandrayaan-03, Aditya Ll, XpoSat, 
IRNSS and technology demonstration 
missions with indigenously developed 
advanced technologies. 

1. Chandrayaan-3 is the successor 
mission of Chandrayaan-2, and it will 
try soft landing again on the lunar 
surface. In terms of spacecraft 
architecture, landing site on the moon, 
and experiments to be done on the lunar 
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surface, it will be nearly identical to the 
2019 Chandrayaan-2 mission. Despite 
the fact that landers dispatched by 
Russia, the United States, and China have 
investigated the moon's surface, no 
other agency has landed in the 
moon's southern hemisphere. ISRO 
aspires to be the first to do this.  

2. Aditya-L1, is the first scientific 
mission to research the Sun. The Polar 
Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) XL will 
be used to launch it. Aditya L1 will 
investigate the Sun’s corona (visible 
and near-infrared rays), photosphere 
(soft and hard X-rays), chromosphere 
(ultra violet), solar radiation, solar 
winds and flares, and Coronal Mass 
Ejections (CMEs), as well as conduct 
round-the-clock imaging of the Sun. 

3. Xposat- ISRO's dedicated mission to 
study polarisation is the X-ray 
Polarimeter Satellite (or Xposat).  The 
project will last five years and will 
investigate cosmic radiation. It will be 
carrying a payload from Raman 
Research Institute called the 
'polarimeter instrument in X-rays' 
(POLIX). POLIX will investigate the 
degree and angle of polarisation of X-ray 
sources with energies ranging from 5 to 
30 keV. 

4. IRNSS (Navigation Indian 
Constellation (NaVIC)) was launched in 
order to provide dependable location, 
navigation, and time services over 
India and its surroundings. 

IRNSS is a regional navigation system, 
not a worldwide navigation system. It 
functions similarly to the well-known 
and widely used Global Positioning 
System (GPS) in the United States, but 
only within a 1,500-kilometer radius 
of the subcontinent.  

5. ISRO has delivered the S-band SAR 
payload to NASA for the NISAR [NASA-
ISRO SAR] mission. The NISAR mission, 
scheduled for launch in 2023, is 
optimised for studying hazards and 
global environmental change and can 
help manage natural resources better 
and provide information to scientists to 
better understand the effects and pace 
of climate change. 

Missions in the pipeline 
 Three new space science missions are 

in the pipeline. These include a Venus 
mission, DISHA –a twin aeronomy 
satellite mission and TRISHNA, an ISRO-
CNES  mission in 2024. 

1. The Indian Space Research Organization 
(ISRO) has planned the 'Shukrayaan' 
Venus orbiter mission. It is a mission 
to investigate Venus's surface 
processes and shallow subsurface 
stratigraphy, as well as the interaction 
of solar wind with the Venusian 
ionosphere and the structure, 
composition, and dynamics of the 
atmosphere. 

2. DISHA is a satellite system that will 
investigate the earth's aeronomy, 
which is the earth's uppermost layer 
of atmosphere. 

3. ISRO and the French space agency 
CNES have collaborated on the 
development of advanced satellites such 
as TRISHNA to monitor the water 
cycle( to assist in determining the 
best methods to use it) and map the 
surface temperature of land. 

 
For doubts and queries email us at: 

doubts@officerspulse.com 
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ART AND CULTURE 
 

1) Ramakrishna Mission 
About Ramakrishna Mission  

 Swami Vivekananda founded the 
Ramakrishna Mission in 1897 as the 
foremost disciple of the 19th-century 
saint Ramakrishna Paramhansa. 

 The Ramakrishna Mission is a non-
profit organisation dedicated to value-
based education, culture, health, 
women's empowerment, youth and 
tribal welfare, as well as relief and 
rehabilitation. 

About Ramakishna Paramahansa 
 Gadadhar Chattopadhyaya, was a poor 

Brahmin priest who later became known 
as Ramakrishna Paramahamsa. 

 Ramakrishna Paramahamsa (1836-
1886) was the spiritual founder of the 
Ramakrishna Movement and the 
founder of the Ramakrishna Order of 
monks. 

 He was a follower of Kali, the Hindu 
goddess. 

 Sarada Devi, Ramakrishna 
Paramhansa's spiritual companion, 
was his wife.  

About Swami Vivekananda 
 Swami Vivekananda was born as 

Narendranath Datta. on  the 12th of 
January, 1863, 

 Every year on the anniversary of Swami 
Vivekananda's birth, National Youth 
Day is observed. 

 He changed his name to 
'Vivekananda'  at the suggestion of 
Maharaja Ajit Singh of the Khetri State. 

Contributions of Vivekananda: 
 Introduced the Indian concept of 

Vedanta and Yoga to the rest of the 
world. 

 He advocated 'neo-Vedanta,' a 
Westernized view of Hinduism that 
emphasised spirituality with material 
prosperity. 

 He conveyed the essence of Hindu 
culture and religion via his talks and 
writings. He was a follower of Vedanta 
and believed in the intrinsic unity and 
equality of all religions. 

 For the rejuvenation of our homeland, 
he placed the highest emphasis on 
education and advocated for a 
character-building, man-making 
education. 

 Swami Vivekananda became a travelling 
monk and attended the 1893 
Parliament of the World's Religions 
as a delegate. He said that Vedanta was 
the religion of all people, not only 
Hindus. 

 Why in News? 
 Ramakrishna Mission is among the 

6,000 NGOs that did not have their FCRA 
registration renewed by the Ministry of 
Home Affairs (MHA) recently. 

 
For doubts and queries email us at: 

doubts@officerspulse.com 
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DEFENCE 
 

1) Pangong Tso 
Why in News: 

 China is constructing a bridge in Eastern 
Ladakh connecting the North and South 
Banks of Pangong Tso which would 

significantly bring down the time for 
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) to move 
troops and equipment between the two 
sectors. 

 About Pangong Tso Lake 

        
 Pangong Tso is a long narrow, deep, 

endorheic (landlocked) lake situated 
at a height of more than 14,000 ft in the 
Ladakh Himalayas. 

 The brackish water lake freezes over in 
winter. 

 By itself, the lake does not have major 
tactical significance. But it lies in the 
path of the Chushul approach, one of 

the main approaches that China can 
use for an offensive into Indian-held 
territory.  

 Indian assessments show that a major 
Chinese offensive, if it comes, will flow 
across both the north and south of the 
lake. During the 1962 war, this was 
where China launched its main 
offensive. 

The ground reality 
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 Only a third of the lake is controlled 

by India. 
 The lake, a glacial melt, has mountain 

spurs of the Chang Chenmo range 
jetting down referred to as fingers. 

 The Line of Actual Control (LAC) is 
said to be at finger 4 by the Chinese. 
However, India's perceived LAC is at 
finger number eight. As a result, there 
are a lot of disagreements in the area. 

How does it help China 
 Earlier, the PLA had to take a 

roundabout  crossing the Rudok county 
but now the bridge would provide a 
direct axis. 

 The bridge will cut a 180-kilometer 
circuit from Khurnak to the south 
banks through Rudok, cutting the 
distance between Khurnak and Rudok 
to 40-50 kilometers instead of the 
previously stated 200 kilometers. 

 The bridge will allow it to mobilize its 
forces in this area more quickly, in the 
hopes of avoiding a repeat of what 
happened in the August 2020 stand-off 
with India. 

o The Indian Army gained tactical 
advantage over the PLA on the south 
bank in late August 2020 by occupying 
several peaks lying vacant since 1962 
gaining a dominating view of the Moldo 
area.  

How does it impact India  
 Because the bridge is on Chinese 

territory, the Indian Army will have to 
adjust its operational plans accordingly. 

 Road widening, bridge construction, 
new bases, airstrips, advance landing 
pads, and other infrastructure projects 
are not limited to the eastern Ladakh 
region, but are taking place in all three 
sectors of the India-China border 
(Eastern, Middle and Western). 

Recent developments  
 China's new land border law took 

effect on January 1, 2022, at a time when 
the border conflict in eastern Ladakh 
remains unresolved and China has lately 
renamed several locations in Arunachal 
Pradesh as part of its claim on the Indian 
state. 

  
To read about Indo-China standoffs- 
1. https://officerspulse.com/galwan-clash/ 
2. https://officerspulse.com/military-standoff/ 
  

2) Multi Agency Centre 
Why in News? 

 The Union government has asked the 
States to share more intelligence 
inputs through the Multi Agency 
Centre (MAC), a common counter-
terrorism grid under the Intelligence 
Bureau that was made operational in 
2001 following the Kargil War. 

https://officerspulse.com/briefly-explain-chinas-new-border-law-and-examine-its-impact-on-india-china-relations/
https://officerspulse.com/galwan-clash/
https://officerspulse.com/military-standoff/
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About the initiative 
 The Intelligence Bureau (IB) has been 

given permission to establish a multi-
agency centre (MAC) in New Delhi. 

 MAC, which now operates 24*7 as the 
main organisation for exchanging 
intelligence information, collaborates 
with officials from several agencies and 
ministries, both national and state.  

 As many as 28 organisations, including 
the Research and Analysis Wing 
(R&AW), armed forces and State 
police, are part of the platform.  

 Various security agencies share real-
time intelligence inputs on the MAC. 

The need 
 States are hesitant to disclose data on 

the platform. 
 There are various gaps in the timely 

dissemination of essential 
information. 

 Plans are afoot for more than a decade 
to link the system up to the district 
level. 

 
3) Special Protection Group (SPG) 
Genesis  

 Following the suggestions of the Birbal 
Nath committee report appointed by 
the Home Ministry, a special unit inside 
the Cabinet Secretariat was established 
in 1985. This unit, formerly known as 
the Special Protection Unit, was 
renamed the Special Protection 
Group. 

 Following that, the Parliament approved 
The Special Protection Group (SPG) 
Act, which was notified in June 1988 and 
"provided for the constitution and 
regulation of an armed force of the 
Union for providing proximate 
protection to the Prime Minister of 
India and for matters connected 
therewith."  

Features of the SPG act  
 The Prime Minister and his 

immediate family members are 
secured by the Special Protection 
Group (SPG) under the Act 

 The act defines “Proximate Security” as 
providing protection in close distance 
when the PM travels by rail, road, 
watercraft, aircraft or on foot. This 

includes his residence and other places 
of engagements and functions as well. 

 The Union Government controls the 
SPG.  

 No member of the group may resign 
throughout the course of his or her term 
of service. 

 Members are not permitted to join a 
trade union, a political union, or any 
other union. 

 They are not permitted to 
communicate with the press. 

 Section 14 of the SPG Act mandates 
that the state government provide all 
support to the SPG during the PM's 
travels. 

 Earlier, 
o It offered protection to previous 

Prime Ministers and their immediate 
family members for a year after they 
left office. After 1 year, SPG security is 
supplied according to the level of threat 
determined by the central government. 

o For the case of the incumbent Prime 
Minister, protection was also 
extended to family members in other 
places, even when they were not at 
the PM's house.  

 The Special Protection Group 
(Amendment) Act, 2019 modified this 
clause to read that the SPG will provide 
protection to the Prime Minister 
(always), and members of his 
immediate family who live with 
him/her at his official residence 
(protection only at his/her official 
residence). 

 It will also offer protection for any 
former  Prime Ministers and 
immediate family members who live 
with him/her at the house assigned to 
him/her. This protection will be given 
for a period of five years after he/she 
leaves the post of Prime Minister. If a 
previous Prime Minister's SPG security 
is revoked, it will also be revoked for his 
immediate family members.  

How is the Prime Minister’s security 
planned? 

 Planning of the PM’s security during 
any visit is an elaborate exercise that 
involves both central agencies and 
state police forces. Broad guidelines 
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are laid down in what is called the SPG’s 
‘Blue Book’.  

 The SPG holds a mandatory Advance 
Security Liaison (ASL) with everyone 
involved in securing the event, including 
SPG officials, Intelligence Bureau (IB) 
officials in the state concerned, state 
police officials, and the district 
magistrate concerned. 

 The SPG only provides proximate 
security to the PM. When the PM is 
traveling to any state, it is the 
responsibility of the state police to 
ensure overall security. They have the 
responsibility of intelligence 
gathering, route clearance, venue 
sanitisation, and crowd management. 

 Central intelligence agencies are 
responsible for providing inputs about 

any threat to security. However, it is the 
SPG that takes the final call on how the 
PM’s security is to be arranged. SPG 
usually allows the PM’s movement only 
when the local police give the go-ahead.  

 Why in News? 
 The Supreme Court said it would form a 

committee headed by a retired Supreme 
Court judge to conduct a time-bound 
and independent inquiry into the lapse 
in the security of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s convoy which was 
stuck on a flyover in Punjab due to a 
protest by farmers. 

 

For doubts and queries email us at: 

doubts@officerspulse.com 
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PIB ANALYSIS 
 

1) Atal Pension Yojana  
About the Scheme 

 Atal Pension Yojana (APY) addresses the 
old age income security of the working 
poor. It is focused on the unorganized 
sector workers.  

 It encourages the workers in the 
unorganised sector to voluntarily 
save for their retirement. The 
Government had launched the scheme 
with effect from 1st June, 2015. 

Eligibility 

 Any citizen of India can join the APY 
scheme. The age of the subscriber 
should be between 18-40 years. The 
contribution levels would vary and 
would be low if a subscriber joins early 
and increases if she joins late. 

 The benefits of the scheme will arise to 
the subscribers on attaining the age of 
60 years. 

Features of APY 

 Fixed pension for the subscribers 
ranging between Rs.1000 to Rs. 5000, 
if s/he joins and contributes between 
the age of 18 years and 40 years.  

 The same pension is payable to Spouse 
after death of Subscriber. 

 Return of indicative pension wealth to 
nominees after death of spouse. 

 Under the scheme, individuals who have 
registered before March 31, 2016, will 
get a co-contribution from the 
government, which will be 50 percent of 
the subscriber contribution up to a 
maximum of Rs. 1,000. The co-
contribution will be for 5 years from 
2015-16 to 2019-20. 

 APY is administered by the Pension 
Fund Regulatory and Development 
Authority (PFRDA).  

Why in News? 
 Since the inception of in 2015, 3.68 

crore enrolments have been completed 
under Atal Pension Yojana. 

  

2) UJALA and SLNP 
About Unnat Jyoti by Affordable LEDs for 
All (UJALA) 

 Launched in 2015, UJALA is the world’s 
largest domestic lighting project.   

 It was launched with a target of 
replacing 77 crore incandescent lamps 
with LED bulbs and to nullify the high-
cost of LEDs that acted as a barrier 
previously in the adoption of energy-
efficient systems. 

 UJALA scheme aims to promote:  
o efficient use of energy at the 

residential level;  
o enhance the awareness of consumers 

about the efficacy of using energy 
efficient appliances and  

o aggregating demand to reduce the 
high initial costs thus facilitating 
higher uptake of LED lights by 
residential users. 

 It is spearheaded and implemented by 
Energy Efficiency Services Limited 
(EESL), a joint venture of PSUs under 
the Ministry of Power. 

Who is eligible to get LEDs under the UJALA 
scheme? 

 Every domestic household having a 
metered connection from their 
respective Electricity Distribution 
Company is eligible to get the LED bulbs 
under the UJALA Scheme. 

 The consumer can purchase the LED on 
EMI payment (monthly/bimonthly 
instalments in electricity bill) or on 
upfront payment by paying the full 
amount.  

 UJALA appliances can be purchased at 
Rs 70 per LED bulb, Rs 220 per LED tube 
light and Rs 1110 per Fan. The price of 
appliances consist of components such 
as price of bulb, distribution, awareness 
cost, which is discovered through 
competitive bidding, Annual 
Maintenance Cost (AMC), cost of capital 
and administrative costs. 

 If the LED bulb stops working due to 
technical defects, EESL provides free-
of-cost replacements for a period of 
one year.  

Where and how can the LED bulb be 
procured? 
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 UJALA LED bulbs are being distributed 
through special counters (kiosks) set up 
at designated places in a city. These will 
not be available at retail stores. The 
location details of distribution counters 
is available at www.ujala.gov.in, wherein 
the locations are geo-tagged for 
consumer convenience. 

About SLNP 
 Launched in 2015, the Street Lighting 

National Program (SLNP) aims to 
replace conventional street lights 
with smart and energy efficient LED 
street lights across India. 

 While UJALA is the world’s largest 
domestic lighting project, SLNP is the 
world’s largest streetlight replacement 
programme. 

 SLNP is also implemented by Energy 
Efficiency Services Limited. 

 EESL replaces the conventional street 
lights with LEDs at its own costs 
(without any need for municipalities to 
invest) and the consequent reduction in 
energy and maintenance cost of the 
municipality is used to repay EESL over 
a period of time.  

 EESL is also implementing LED Street 
lighting projects in Gram Panchayats 
on the same service model as the SLNP 
for municipalities with the objective to 
promote the use of efficient lighting in 
rural areas. 

Objectives 
 Mitigate climate change by 

implementing energy efficient LED 
based street lighting 

 Reduce energy consumption in lighting 
which helps DISCOMs to manage peak 
demand 

 Provide a sustainable service model that 
obviates the need for upfront capital 
investment as well as additional revenue 
expenditure to pay for procurement of 
LED lights 

 Enhance municipal services at no 
upfront capital cost of municipalities. 

Why in News? 
 The UJALA and SLNP completed seven 

years of implementation. 
 

3) PRASHAD Scheme  

About the scheme 
 The ‘National Mission on Pilgrimage 

Rejuvenation and Spiritual, Heritage 
Augmentation Drive’ (PRASHAD) was 
launched by the Ministry of Tourism in 
the year 2014-15 with the objective of 
integrated development of identified 
pilgrimage and heritage destinations. 

  The scheme aimed at infrastructure 
development such as entry points (Road, 
Rail and Water Transport), last mile 
connectivity, basic tourism facilities like 
Information/ Interpretation Centers, 
ATM/ Money exchange, eco-friendly 
modes of transport, area Lighting and 
illumination with renewable sources of 
energy, parking, drinking water, toilets, 
etc. 

Objectives  
 Rejuvenation and spiritual 

augmentation of important national/ 
global pilgrimage destinations;   

 Enhance tourism attractiveness of 
identified pilgrimage destinations and 
heritage cities under integrated tourism 
development of heritage city in planned, 
prioritized and sustainable manner by 
providing world class tourism projects 
in them;   

 Follow community-based development 
through ‘Pro-Poor’ tourism concept 
and ‘responsible tourism’ initiatives; 

 Assure active involvement of local 
communities through employment 
generation;   

 Creating awareness among the local 
communities about the importance of 
tourism for them in terms of increase in 
sources of income, improved living 
standards and overall development of 
the area; 

 Promote heritage in the form of 
heritage structures especially under 
integrated tourism development of 
heritage city, local arts, culture, 
handicrafts, cuisine, etc., to generate 
livelihood in the identified places; 

 Strengthen the mechanism for bridging 
the infrastructural gaps at identified 
pilgrimage destinations and throughout 
heritage cities. 

Implementation Agency 
 The projects identified under this 

scheme shall be implemented through 

http://ujala.gov.in/
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the identified agencies by the 
respective State/ Union Territory 
Government. 

Why in News? 
 Union Tourism Minister G. Kishan Reddy 

virtually inaugurated PRASHAD projects 
in Mathura, Uttar Pradesh 

Similar Initiatives 
Swadesh Darshan scheme   

 It is one among the flagship schemes of 
the Ministry of Tourism for integrated 
development of theme based tourist 
circuits in the country. 

 Tourist Circuit is defined as a route 
having at least three major tourist 
destinations which are distinct and 
apart.  

 Launched in 2014-15, the Scheme is 
100% centrally funded and efforts are 
made to achieve convergence with other 
schemes of Central and State 
Governments and also to leverage the 
voluntary funding available for 
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) 
initiatives of Central Public Sector 
Undertakings and Corporate Sector.  

 Projects under the scheme shall be 
under the following identified themes; 
Eco-tourism, Wildlife, Buddhist, 
Desert, Spiritual, Ramayana, Krishna, 
Coastal, Northeast, Rural, Himalayan, 
Tribal and Heritage. 

 
For doubts and queries email us at 

doubts@officerspulse.com 
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News in Depth
AIR NEWS 

 

1) Nari Shakti award  
About the Award 

 The Nari Shakti award recognises 
outstanding work in the fields of 
economic and social empowerment of 
women.  

 The award is conferred by the Ministry 
of Women and Child Development on 
the occasion of International Women’s 
Day on 8th of March every year.  

 The Ministry confers Nari Shakti 
Puraskar every year to individuals and 
institutions in recognition of their 
service towards the cause of women 
empowerment. A certificate and two 
lakh rupees will be given to awardee. 

Why in News? 
 The Women and Child Development 

Ministry has invited nominations for the 
Nari Shakti Puraskar for the year 2021.  

  

2) NEAT 3.0 
What’s in the news? 

 The Ministry of Education launched 
NEAT 3.0, a single platform to provide 
the best-developed ed-tech solutions 
and courses to students of the country.  

 NEAT will be a game-changer in 
bridging the digital divide, especially 
among the economically disadvantaged 
students and also in fulfilling the 
knowledge-based requirement of India 
and the world. 

 58 global and Indian start-up ed-tech 
companies are onboard NEAT and are 
offering 100 courses and e-resources for 
bettering learning outcomes, developing 
employable skills and overcoming 
learning loss. 

  
For doubts and queries email us at 

doubts@officerspulse.com 
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THE HINDU EDITORIALS 
 

1) State schemes can cast a 
lifeline to this welfare plan 

Context 
 The performance of the Pradhan Mantri 

Matru Vandana Yojana has been 
deficient, necessitating urgent need for 
improvement. 

About Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana 
Yojana 

 Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana 
Yojana  (PMMVY) is a Maternity Benefit 
Programme that is implemented in all 
the districts of the country in accordance 
with the provision of the National Food 
Security Act, 2013. 

 The scheme is implemented by the 
Ministry of Women and Child 
Development.  

 It is a centrally sponsored scheme 
launched in 2016. 

 It is a direct benefit transfer (DBT) 
scheme under which cash benefits are 
provided to pregnant women in their 
bank account directly to meet enhanced 
nutritional needs and partially 
compensate for wage loss.  

 Under the scheme, Pregnant Women and 
Lactating Mothers (PW&LM) receive a 
cash benefit of Rs. 5,000 in three 
installments on fulfilling the respective 
conditionality, viz. early registration of 
pregnancy, ante-natal check-up and 
registration of the birth of the child and 
completion of the first cycle of 
vaccination for the first living child of 
the family. 

 The scheme covers pregnant and 
lactating mothers for the birth of the 
first child.  

 The eligible beneficiaries also receive 
cash incentive under Janani Suraksha 
Yojana (which aims to reduce 
maternal and infant mortality by 
promoting institutional delivery 
among pregnant women). Thus, on an 
average, a woman gets Rs. 6,000. 

Issues with the scheme 
Unchanged targets 

 The annual estimate of the targeted 
beneficiaries under PMMVY by the 

Government of India has remained the 
same over the years.  

 While the estimated eligible population 
of pregnant and lactating mothers in 
India was 128.7 lakh for 2017-18 (as in 
a report by the Centre for Policy 
Research 2019-20), the target set by the 
Government was 51.70 lakh 
beneficiaries, which is only 40% of the 
eligible population that means, an 
exclusion error of at least 60% since 
2017. 

Downfall in enrollment 
 The enrolment and disbursements 

under the scheme have witnessed a 
downward fall in the last two years. 

 In 2020-21, more than 50% of 
registered beneficiaries did not receive 
all three instalments and there was a 9% 
drop in enrolment under the scheme. 

Reduced budget allocation  
 Budget allocation for the PMMVY has 

been slashed as it has been clubbed 
under SAMARTHYA along with multiple 
other schemes such as Beti Bachao Beti 
Padhao, Mahila Shakti Kendra and 
Gender Budgeting/Research/Training.  

States show the way 
 While the Centre rolled out the PMMVY 

scheme at the national level, States such 
as Odisha, Telangana and Tamil Nadu, 
respectively, chose to implement State-
specific schemes for maternity benefits. 

 For example, Odisha in the form of 
MAMATA (2011), Telangana in the form 
of the maternity entitlement scheme, the 
KCR Kit (2017) and Tamilandu’s the 
Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddy Maternity 
Benefit Scheme (MRMBS) with 
relatively increased coverage and higher 
maternity benefits.  

 Odisha’s MAMATA, for instance, has 
been offering a conditional cash transfer 
of ₹5,000 as maternity benefit for up to 
two live births for more than a decade 
now. 

Measures to be taken 
Extend benefits to second live birth 

 Extend the maternity benefit under the 
PMMVY to the second live birth similar 
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to its predecessor scheme, the Indira 
Gandhi Matritva Sahyog Yojana. 

 It is imperative to include second live 
birth under the maternity benefit cover 
particularly for women in the 
unorganised sector who are more 
vulnerable to economic shocks and 
nutrition loss for all child births. 

Increase the entitlement 
 The primary objective of the PMMVY is 

to provide partial wage compensation 
and hence there is a need to revisit the 
maternity benefit amount offered 
under the scheme.  

 The current entitlement of ₹5,000 
provided over one-year amounts to one 
month’s wage loss (as per the MGNREGA 
wage rate of ₹202). In line with the 
Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 which 
mandates 12 weeks of maternity leave 
for women with two or more children, 
pregnant and lactating mothers should 
receive 12 weeks of wage 
compensation amounting to ₹15,000. 

Simplify the process 
 The implementation gaps in the PMMVY 

scheme lead to reduced coverage.  
 These gaps stem from a lack of 

awareness within targeted 
beneficiaries and process level 
challenges.  

 The current registration form requires a 
mother and child protection (MPC) card, 
husband’s Aadhaar card, bank passbook 
and registration form for each of the 
three installments, resulting in delayed, 
rejected or pending applications.  

 A simplification of the process can result 
in increased registration of beneficiaries. 

Conclusion 
 India accounts for a fifth of the total 

childbirths in the world, with a 
maternal mortality rate of 113 per 
1,00,000 live births.  

 To fulfil India’s commitment towards 
the Sustainable Development Goal of 
improving maternal health, revisiting 
the design and implementation of this 
scheme, drawing lessons from States 
such as Odisha which are successfully 
prioritising maternal health and 
nutrition in a pragmatic manner is the 
need of the hour. 

 

2) From selective to universal 
engagement 

Context 
 This article tries to explain the change 

that Indian diplomacy had witnessed in 
the year 2021. 

Change in Indian diplomacy 
 Indian diplomacy had a distinct change 

of style of openness and readiness to 
deal with friends and foes alike.  

 From selective alignment, India 
moved to universal engagement. 

India- US relations 
 Engagements with the U.S. went beyond 

familiarisation with the new 
government to increased commitment to 
Quad and acceptance of AUKUS and 
formation of the ‘western Quad’, with 
the U.S., Israel and the UAE. 

India-Russia relations 
 Major agreements were signed with 

Russia, despite the American threat of 
CAATSA against S-400 missiles and the 
Russian inclination to align with China in 
the days to come. 

India- China relations 
 China has not shown willingness to 

disengage in Ladakh and withdraw to 
the previous positions behind the Line of 
Actual Control.  

India- Myanmar relations 
 The Foreign Secretary’s visit to 

Myanmar to engage the military junta at 
a time when Aung San Suu Kyi and other 
opposition leaders are in prison 
indicates India’s readiness to engage 
those in power to explore possibilities of 
friendship and co-operation.  

India- Afghanistan relations 
 Afghanistan turned out to be a bigger 

crisis than expected, with the Taliban’s 
walkover in Kabul.  

 India appeared to be the sole defender 
of the Americans against Pakistan, 
China, Iran, Russia and others.  

 Bringing some civility to the Taliban in 
Kabul became a high priority in the face 
of a Pakistan-China-Taliban axis with 
some support from Russia and Iran.  

Climate change 
 India stood out of the line on the matter 

of net-zero emission target years, but 
succumbed to the pressure to commit 
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more on promoting renewable energy 
and phasing down of coal.  

United Nations  
 India gave particular importance to its 

presidency of the UN Security Council 
in August 2021.  

 India brought global issues of particular 
importance to the agenda of the month 
and significant inputs were provided 
during discussions on issues like 
maritime security, peacekeeping and 
anti-terrorism for active consideration 
in the future.  

Challenges ahead 
 The extraordinary efforts made by India 

have not been fruitful in the cases of 
China and Afghanistan regardless of its 
open and universal engagement with all 
concerned.  

Conclusion 
 India’s new style of diplomacy will 

have an impact in shaping the world of 
the future. 

 

3) The crypto assets conundrum 
Context 

 This article highlights the issues 
associated with legalising cryptoassets. 

Issues associated with cryptocurrencies 
 Cryptocurrency enables relatively 

invisible transactions, with serious 
implications for crime, terrorism, 
money crypto assets, tax evasion, etc.  

 The crypto mania is getting built of 
purely speculative investments which 
will badly hurt people.  

 Cryptocurrencies threaten the state’s 
macro-economic role.  

What did the government do? 
 The Indian government proposes that 

cryptocurrencies be banned but crypto 
assets be legalised and strongly 
regulated. In this way, the problem of 
invisible value transactions gets taken 

care of and the interests of investors are 
protected. 

Flawed solution 
 The distinction between an asset and 

currency may not be so much legal as it 
is about the inherent characteristic of 
what is considered an asset or 
currency.  

More divisible and portable 
 Crypto is more divisible and portable 

than even physical currency.  
 Once legalised, crypto assets creep 

towards becoming a medium of 
exchange. 

Underlying value 
 Crypto assets are either ‘purely 

speculative assets’ or they have some 
underlying value, in which case such 
‘value’ can consist only in their future as 
a medium of exchange.  

 A purely speculative asset has zero 
underlying value (unlike assets like land 
and gold).  

o The 2008 financial crash happened 
largely because some ‘assets’ lost all 
connection to any kind of underlying 
value.  

Weak argument 
 The argument that crypto assets need to 

be legalised for promoting blockchain 
technologies and being pro-future is 
weak. 

 Blockchain has thousands of 
applications other than crypto.  

 The argument to let both public and 
private currencies co-exist, leaving it to 
‘people’s choice’, is also deceptive.  

Conclusion  
 In this case, the government should take 

a wise decision which will workout in 
the long run. 

 
For doubts and queries email us at 

doubts@officerspulse.com 
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INDIAN EXPRESS EXPLAINED 
 
1) China’s status as a ‘developing’ 

country and concerns 
Context 

 China’s status as a ‘developing country’ 
at the World Trade Organization (WTO) 
has become a contentious issue with a 
number of countries raising concerns 
over the upper middle-income nation 
deriving benefits reserved for 
developing countries under WTO 
norms.  

 Moreover, concerns have been raised 
over the ‘least developed country’ (LDC) 
status, with Bangladesh potentially 
losing this tag after surpassing India in 
terms of GDP per capita. 

What are the benefits of the ‘developing 
country’ tag? 

 Certain WTO agreements give 
developing countries special rights 
through ‘special and differential 
treatment’ (S&DT) provisions, which 
can grant developing countries longer 
timeframes to implement the 
agreements and even commitments to 
raise trading opportunities for such 
countries. 

 WTO pacts are often aimed at reduction 
in government support to certain 
industries over time and set more 
lenient targets for developing nations 
and grant them more time to achieve 
these targets compared to developed 
ones. 

 The classification also allows other 
countries to offer preferential 
treatment. 

How is a ‘developing country’ decided? 
 The WTO has not defined ‘developed’ 

and ‘developing’ countries and 
therefore member countries are free 
to announce whether they are 
‘developed’ or ‘developing’. 

 However, given the rise in China’s per 
capita income to become an upper 

middle-income country according to 
the World Bank and the country’s 
alleged use of unfair trade practices 
such as preferential treatment for state 
enterprises, data restrictions and 
inadequate enforcement of intellectual 
property rights, a number of nations 
have called on China to either refrain 
from seeking benefits available to 
developing countries or forego its 
classification as a developing country 
altogether. 

 China’s per capita income was 
$10,435 in 2020 according to the World 
Bank while that of India was $1,928. 

How has China responded?  
 China has consistently maintained that it 

is the “world’s largest developing 
economy” but has recently indicated 
that it may be willing to forego many 
benefits of being a developing country. 

 Li Chenggang, China’s Ambassador to 
the WTO, has reportedly said that the 
country may forego all exemptions 
available to developing countries in 
negotiations aimed at cutting fishing 
subsidies to curb overfishing. 

What are the benefits of LDC classification? 
 The WTO recognises LDCs relying on a 

classification by the UN based on a 
criteria that is reviewed every three 
years.  

 LDCs are often exempted from certain 
provisions of WTO pacts. Bangladesh, 
currently classified as an LDC, receives 
zero duty, zero quota access for almost 
all exports to the EU.  

 It is, however, set to graduate from the 
LDC status in 2026 as its per capita GDP 
has risen sharply surpassing that of 
India in FY21. 

  
For doubts and queries email us at 

doubts@officerspulse.com 
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