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1. With reference to G-Sec, consider the following statements:  

1. It is a tradable instrument issued by the Central Government only. 

2. It can be of both short and long term. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Ans b)  

 Statement 1 is incorrect. A G-Sec is a tradable instrument issued by the Central 

Government or the State Governments. It acknowledges the Government’s debt 

obligation.  

 Statement 1 is correct. It can be both short and long term. 

o The short term, usually called treasury bills, have maturities of less than one year 

(presently issued in three tenors, namely, 91 day, 182 day and 364 day)  

o The long term, usually called Government bonds or dated securities, have a maturity 

period of one year or more). 

 In India, the Central Government issues both treasury bills and bonds or dated 

securities while the State Governments issue only bonds or dated securities, which 

are called the State Development Loans (SDLs). 

 

2. Which of the following releases “Climate Change Performance Index”: 

a) Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change  

b) Germanwatch  

c) International Union for Conservation of Nature  

d) United Nations Environment Programme  

Ans b) 

● Climate Change Performance Index has been published by: Germanwatch, the New 

Climate Institute and the Climate Action Network annually since 2005. 

● The Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI) is an independent monitoring tool for 

tracking the climate protection performance of 57 countries and the EU.  



● It aims to enhance transparency in international climate politics and enables comparison 

of climate protection efforts and progress made by individual countries. 

Findings of CCPI 2021: 

 Sweden reached the best ranking with a “high” in the categories Greenhouse Gas 

Emissions, Renewable Energy and Climate Policy.  

 Again, no country performs well enough in all index categories to achieve an overall 

“very high” rating in the index.  

o Therefore, the first three ranks in the overall ranking and the category specific 

rankings remain empty. In the overall ranking, the United Kingdom (5th) and 

Denmark (6th) follow Sweden. 

 India ranked 10th and scored 63.98 points out of 100. 

 This year’s loser is the USA. The country is ranked last for the second consecutive year.   

 The CCPI assesses each country’s performance in four categories: GHG Emissions 

(40% of the overall ranking), Renewable Energy (20%), Energy Use (20%) and 

Climate Policy (20%). 

 

3. Which of the following constitutes core sectors of the Indian economy: 

1. Electricity 

2. Iron  

3. Refinery products 

4. Crude oil 

5. Cement 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

b) 1, 2, 3 and 5 only 

c) 1, 3, 4 and 5 only 

d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

Ans c) 

1. The eight-core sectors of the Indian economy are: 

a. Electricity 

b. Steel 

c. Refinery products 

d. Crude oil 



e. Coal 

f. Cement 

g. Natural gas 

h. Fertilizers 

2. These industries have a major impact on general economic activities and also industrial 

activities, therefore are called core sectors of the Indian economy.  

 

4. Which of the following countries are the member of SAARC grouping: 

1. Afghanistan 

2. Maldives 

3. Mayanmar  

4. Pakistan 

5. Thailand 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

b) 1, 2, 3 and 5 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 4 only 

Ans d) 

● The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) is the regional 

intergovernmental organization and geopolitical union of states in South Asia.  

● Its member states are Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the Maldives, Nepal, 

Pakistan and Sri Lanka.  

● The SAARC was founded in Dhaka on 8 December 1985.  

● Its secretariat is based in Kathmandu, Nepal.  

● The organization promotes development of economic and regional integration.  

● The SAARC comprises 3% of the world's area, 21% of the world's population and 4.21% 

of the global economy, as of 2019. 

● It launched the South Asian Free Trade Area in 2006.  

● The SAARC maintains permanent diplomatic relations at the United Nations as an 

observer and has developed links with multilateral entities, including the European 

Union. 

 



 

 

 



5. With reference to BRICS, consider the following statements:  

1. The BRICS Leaders’ Summit is convened biannually. 

2. BRICS does not exist in the form of organization, but it is an annual summit between the 

supreme leaders of five nations. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 Ans a) 

 Statement 1 is incorrect. The BRICS Leaders’ Summit is convened annually. The 

Chairmanship of the forum is rotated annually among the members, in accordance with 

the acronym B-R-I-C-S. 

 Statement 1 is correct. BRICS does not exist in the form of organization, but it is an annual 

summit between the supreme leaders of five nations. 

 BRICS is an acronym for the grouping of the world’s leading emerging economies- Brazil, 

Russia, India, China and South Africa. 

 It seeks to deepen, broaden and intensify cooperation within the grouping and among the 

individual countries for more sustainable, equitable and mutually beneficial 

development. 

 Together, BRICS accounts for about 40% of the world’s population and about 30% of the 

GDP (Gross Domestic Product), making it a critical economic engine. 

 

6. With reference to United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), consider the 

following statements:  

1. It ensures rights of refugees, returnees, stateless people, asylum-seekers but does not 

cover internally displaced people under its ambit. 

2. It is headquartered at Hague, Netherland. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 



Ans d)  

1. Statement 1 is incorrect. It ensures rights of refugees, returnees, stateless people, the 

internally displaced and asylum-seekers.  

2. Statement 2 is incorrect. It is headquartered at Geneva, Switzerland. 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 

3. The UNHCR, UN Refugee Agency is a global organization dedicated to saving lives, 

protecting rights and building a better future for refugees, forcibly displaced 

communities and stateless people. 

4. Its primary purpose is to safeguard the rights and well-being of people who have been 

forced to flee and to ensure that everybody has the right to seek asylum and find safe 

refuge in another country. 

5. The office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) was created 

in 1950, during the aftermath of the Second World War, to help millions of Europeans 

who had fled or lost their homes. We had three years to complete our work and then 

disband. 

6. The 1951 Refugee Convention and its 1967 Protocol are the key legal documents that 

form the basis of our work. With 149 State parties to either or both, they define the term 

‘refugee’ and outlines the rights of refugees, as well as the legal obligations of States to 

protect them. 

The organisation works in 135 countries and in India, has offices in New Delhi and 

Chennai. It first established its presence in India in 1981. 

 

 

7. With reference to Microfinance Institutions (MFI), consider the following statements:  

1. MFIs are financial companies that provide small loans/ microloans to people who do not 

have any access to banking facilities. 

2. In India, all the loans that are below Rs.1 crore are considered as microloans. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans a)  



 Statement 1 is correct. MFI is an organization that offers financial services to low 

income populations. They provide small loans to people who do not have any access 

to banking facilities. 

 The services provided by them includes: microloans, microsavings and 

microinsurance. 

 Unlike traditional banks, microfinance institutions offer loans with little to no assets 

to the clients. 

 In most cases the interest rates charged by them are lower than those charged by 

normal banks. 

 Statement 2 is incorrect. In India, all loans that are below Rs.1 lakh are considered as 

microloans. 

 

8. Recently seen in news, “Exercise ZAPAD”is conducted by which of the following 

countries: 

a) India 

b) U.S.A 

c) Russia 

d) France 

Ans c) 

1. ZAPAD is one of the theatre level exercises of the Russian armed forces. 

2. This year in all, 17 countries have been invited by Russia for the exercise. Of these nine 

are Participating countries which include Mongolia, Armenia, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, 

Kyrgyzstan, Serbia, Russia, India and Belarus. 

3. ZAPAD 2021, will focus primarily on operations against terrorists.  

 

9. Recently the Union territory of Ladakh has  adopted its state animal, which is: 

a) Changthangi 

b) Snow Leopard 

c) Bharal 

d) Urial  

Ans b) 

● Ladakh has recently adopted two endangered species, snow leopard and black-necked 

crane, as its State animal and State bird. 



Snow Leopard 

Habitat: 

● It is found in Mountainous regions of central and southern Asia. 

● In India, their geographical range includes: 

○ Western Himalayas: Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh. 

○ Eastern Himalayas: Uttarakhand and Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh. 

○ Snow Leopard capital of the world: Hemis, Ladakh. 

● Hemis National Park, the biggest national park in India, is also known as the Snow 

Leopard capital of the world. 

Conservation Status: 

● Snow leopard, is categorized as “vulnerable” in the International Union for Conservation 

of Nature Red List. 

● In addition, it is also listed in Appendix I of the Convention on International Trade of 

Endangered Species (CITES). 

● The animal acts as an indicator of the health of the mountain ecosystem in which they 

live, due to their position as the top predator in the food web. 

 

10. The bird breeds in remote parts of the Tibetan plateau. They are also known as ‘Trung-

Trung Karmo’ and migrate from Tibet and China’s Xinjiang province to Arunachal 

Pradesh in India, every winter. A conspicuous red crown adorns the head of the bird. 

Meadows are the favourite habitat of the bird. The bird is revered by the community of 

Monpas (major Buddhist ethnic group of Arunachal Pradesh) as an embodiment of the 

sixth  Dalai Lama. 

The above description indicates which of the following bird: 

a) Siberian crane  

b) Black-necked crane 

c) Sarus crane 

d) Grey heron 

Ans b) 

About Black-necked crane:  

The body plumage is pale gray/whitish and has a characteristic black-neck.The upper 

long neck, head, primary and secondary flight feathers and tail are completely black. A 

conspicuous red crown adorns the head. 



● The bird is revered by the community of Monpas (major Buddhist ethnic group of 

Arunachal Pradesh) as an embodiment of the sixth  Dalai Lama (Tsangyang Gyatso). 

● They are also known as ‘Trung-Trung Karmo’ and migrate from Tibet and China’s Xinjiang 

province to Arunachal Pradesh in India, every winter. 

● Ladakh has recently adopted it as a State bird of Ladakh. 

Conservation Status of the bird:   

● IUCN Red List – Vulnerable 

● Wildlife Protection Act 1972 – Schedule I 

● CITES – Appendix I 

Habitat of the bird 

● Black Necked Cranes are endemic to China’s Tibetan Plateau. The largest populations of 

the bird are in China with smaller numbers extending into Vietnam, Bhutan, and India. 

● Meadows are the favourite habitat of Black necked cranes. High altitude marshes and 

lakes of Tibetan Plateau (Tibet, Qinghai, Xinjiang, Gansu), Sichuan (China), and eastern 

Ladakh (India) are the known breeding grounds of black-necked cranes. The major 

wintering flocks are in Tibet, Yunnan and Guizhou (China) and Bhutan (Phobjika and 

Bomdaling Valleys). 

 

11. Consider the following statements in context of Contempt of Court: 

1. The expression ‘contempt of court’ has been defined by the Constitution. 

2. All  courts in the country derive their contempt powers from the Constitution. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans d) 

● Statement 1 is incorrect. The expression ‘contempt of court’ has not been defined by the 

Constitution.  

● Statement 2 is incorrect. Article 129 of the Constitution conferred on the Supreme Court 

the power to punish contempt of itself. Similarly, Article 215 conferred a corresponding 

power on the High Courts. 



○ Thus, only the Supreme Court and High Courts derive their contempt powers from the 

Constitution. 

NOTE:  

● Contempt of Court refers to the offence of showing disrespect to the dignity or authority 

of a court. 

● According to the Contempt of Courts Act, 1971, contempt of court can either be civil 

contempt or criminal contempt. 

○ Civil contempt means wilful disobedience of any judgment, decree, direction, order, writ 

or other process of a court, or wilful breach of an undertaking given to a court. 

○ Criminal contempt, on the other hand, is attracted by the publication (whether by words, 

spoken or written, or by signs, or by visible representations, or otherwise) of any matter 

or the doing of any other act whatsoever which: 

■ scandalises or tends to scandalise, or lowers or tends to lower the authority of, any court; 

or 

■ prejudices, or interferes or tends to interfere with, the due course of any judicial 

proceeding; or 

■ interferes or tends to interfere with, or obstructs or tends to obstruct, the administration 

of justice in any other manner. 

● In 2006, the government brought in an amendment, which now provides “truth” as 

defence provided it is bona fide and in public interest. 

 

12. With reference to Deputy Speaker of the Lok Sabha, consider the following statements:  

1. He is subordinate to the speaker of the house. 

2. He is appointed by the President of India. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans c) 

● Statement 1 is incorrect. The Deputy Speaker of the Lok Sabha is not subordinate to the 

speaker of Lok Sabha, they are responsible for the Lok Sabha and they are the second 



highest ranking legislative officer of the Lok Sabha, the lower house of the Parliament of 

India.  

● They act as the presiding officer in case of leave or absence caused by death or illness of 

the Speaker of the Lok Sabha. It is by convention that the position of Deputy Speaker is 

offered to opposition parties in India.   

● Statement 1 is incorrect. The Deputy Speaker is elected in the first meeting of the Lok 

Sabha after the General elections for a term of 5 years from amongst the members of the 

Lok Sabha. 

● They hold office until either they cease to be a member of the Lok Sabha or they resign.  

● They can be removed from office by a resolution passed in the Lok Sabha by an effective 

majority of its members.  

○ In effective majority, the majority should be 50% or more than 50% of total strength of 

the house after removing the vacancies.  

The parliamentary convention for the Republic of India is for the Deputy Speaker to come 

from the Opposition benches. 

 

13. Consider the following events: 

1. Jallianwala Bagh Massacre 

2. World War I  

3. Non Cooperation Movement  

4. Passing of Rowlatt Acts  

Arrange the above events in correct chronology: 

a) 2-1-4-3 

b) 2-4-1-3 

c) 4-2-1-3 

d) 4-2-3-1 

Ans b) 

● World War I occurred before the Jallianwala Bagh Massacre, during 1914–18 

● By the war’s end of World War I, expectations were high among the Indian populace that 

India would be given more political autonomy. But in early 1919, the then government of 

India passed the draconian law which was known as the Rowlatt Acts, which essentially 

extended the repressive wartime measures.  



● Jallianwala Bagh Massacre, was an incident on April 13, 1919, in which British troops 

fired on a large crowd of unarmed Indians in an open space known as the Jallianwala Bagh 

in Amritsar in Punjab.The firing killed several hundred people and wounded many 

hundreds more.  

● While the Non Cooperation Movement (1920–22) was the result of cruelty faced in 

Jallianwala Bagh by the Indians combined with the Khilafat Issue. 

 

14. Consider the following animals:  

1. Black-necked crane 

2. Red-crowned roofed turtle  

3. Snow Leopard 

Which among the following is/are Critically Endangered: 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 3 only 

d) All of the above 

Ans b) 

Black-necked crane:  

The body plumage is pale gray/whitish and has a characteristic black-neck.The upper 

long neck, head, primary and secondary flight feathers and tail are completely black. A 

conspicuous red crown adorns the head. 

● The bird is revered by the community of Monpas (major Buddhist ethnic group of 

Arunachal Pradesh) as an embodiment of the sixth  Dalai Lama (Tsangyang Gyatso). 

● They are also known as ‘Trung-Trung Karmo’ and migrate from Tibet and China’s Xinjiang 

province to Arunachal Pradesh in India, every winter. 

● Ladakh has recently adopted it as a State bird of Ladakh. 

Conservation Status of the bird:   

● IUCN Red List – Vulnerable 

● Wildlife Protection Act 1972 – Schedule I 

● CITES – Appendix I 

Habitat of the bird 

● Black Necked Cranes are endemic to China’s Tibetan Plateau. The largest populations of 

the bird are in China with smaller numbers extending into Vietnam, Bhutan, and India. 



● Meadows are the favourite habitat of Black necked cranes. High altitude marshes and 

lakes of Tibetan Plateau (Tibet, Qinghai, Xinjiang, Gansu), Sichuan (China), and eastern 

Ladakh (India) are the known breeding grounds of black-necked cranes. The major 

wintering flocks are in Tibet, Yunnan and Guizhou (China) and Bhutan (Phobjika and 

Bomdaling Valleys). 

Red Crowned Roofed Turtle 

Habitat 

● It is endemic to India. It is also found in Nepal and Bangladesh. 

○ Its historical range included the Ganga River basin and the Brahmaputra River basin. 

● The only site with a substantial population of the turtle in India at present is the National 

Chambal River Gharial Sanctuary. 

Conservation Status 

● The Red Crowned Roofed Turtle is a critically endangered species of freshwater turtle. 

● It is listed under Appendix II of CITES. 

● In India, the species is protected under schedule I of the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.  

Snow Leopard 

Habitat: 

● It is found in Mountainous regions of central and southern Asia. 

● In India, their geographical range includes: 

○ Western Himalayas: Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh. 

○ Eastern Himalayas: Uttarakhand and Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh. 

○ Snow Leopard capital of the world: Hemis, Ladakh. 

● Hemis National Park, the biggest national park in India, is also known as the Snow 

Leopard capital of the world. 

Conservation Status: 

● Snow leopard, is categorized as “vulnerable” in the International Union for Conservation 

of Nature Red List. 

● In addition, it is also listed in Appendix I of the Convention on International Trade of 

Endangered Species (CITES). 

The animal acts as an indicator of the health of the mountain ecosystem in which they 

live, due to their position as the top predator in the food web. 

 

 



15. Recently seen in news "Varunastra" is a: 

a) Missile 

b) Torpedo 

c) Satellite 

d) None of the above 

Ans b) 

●  "Varunastra" is indigenously (95%) developed heavyweight torpedo of Indian Navy. 

○ Torpedo is a cigar-shaped, self-propelled underwater missile, launched from a 

submarine, surface vessel, or airplane and designed for exploding upon contact with the 

hulls of surface vessels and submarines. 

● It is a ship-launched, electrically-propelled underwater weapon equipped with one of the 

most advanced automatic and remote-controlled guidance systems. 

● It is seven to eight metres long, weighs 1,500 kg and has a diameter of 533 mm. The anti-

submarine electric torpedo, when fired, can travel at 40 knots, or 74 kmph. The 

operational range is 40 km and it can carry a warhead weighing 250 kg. 

● The weapon system uses its own intelligence in tracing the target. 

● It can hit stealth submarines underwater. 

● It has been jointly developed by the Naval Science and Technology Laboratory (NTSL), 

Visakhapatnam and the Bharat Dynamics Limited -BDL (Hyderabad). 

 

16. Consider the following statement about Financial stability and Development Council 

(FSDC) 

1)      It is a statutory body. 

2)      It is chaired by the Governor of the Reserve Bank of India(RBI). 

Which of the above statements are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 2 both 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 Ans : (d) 

● Both the statements are incorrect. 

● Financial Stability and Development Council (FSDC) is an apex-level body constituted by 

the government of India. 



● The idea to create such a super regulatory body was first mooted by the Raghuram Rajan 

Committee in 2008. 

● It is a non statutory body. 

● It is chaired by the Finance Minister of India. 

 

17. Consider the following statements about Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI), 

1)It is an economic indicator derived from monthly surveys of private sector companies. 

2)A point above 50 in the indicator means an expansion while a score below 50 denotes 

contraction. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a)1 only 

b)2 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans c) 

● Both statements are correct. 

● Purchasing managers' indexes (PMI) are economic indicators derived from monthly 

surveys of private sector companies 

●  The three principal producers of PMIs are: 

○ Institute for Supply Management (ISM) which originated the manufacturing and non-

manufacturing metrics produced for the United States 

○ Singapore Institute of Purchasing and Materials Management (SIPMM), which produces 

the Singapore PMI 

○ Markit Group, which produces metrics based on ISM's work for over 30 countries 

worldwide. 

● A point above 50 in the indicator means an expansion while a score below 50 denotes 

contraction. 

 

18. The term “Defence Technology and Trade Initiative (DTII)” recently seen in the news 

context refers to 

a) Russia 

b)  USA 

c)   China 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economic_indicators
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Institute_for_Supply_Management


d)  Japan 

Ans (b) 

● Defence technology and trade initiative (DTII) is an initiative between India and the US, 

aimed to bring "sustained leadership focus to promote collaborative technology exchange 

and create opportunities for co-production and co-development" of weapons technology 

of both the countries' military forces in the future. 

 

19. Consider the following statement about “Brahmani river” often seen in news 

1) It is a major West flowing river in India. 

2) It originates in the state of Andhra Pradesh 

Which of the above statements are correct? 

a)1 only 

b)2 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 

d)Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans (d) 

● Both the statements are incorrect. 

● The Brahmani is a major seasonal river in the Odisha state of eastern India. 

● It is formed by the confluence of the Sankh and South Koel rivers, and flows through the 

districts of  Sundargarh, Deogarh, Angul, Dhenkanal, Cuttack, Jajapur and Kendrapara. 

● Together with the river Baitarani, it forms a large delta before emptying into the Bay of 

Bengal at Dhamra. 

 

20. Consider the following statements about “Drugs Controller General of India” 

1) It is responsible for setting standards for manufacturing, sales, import, and 

distribution of drugs in India. 

2) It comes under the Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers. 

Which of the statements related to above statements are incorrect? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 2 both 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans (b) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seasonal
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sankh_River
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sundargarh_district
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●  Statement 1 is correct while statement 2 is incorrect. 

● Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI) is the head of department of the bCentral Drugs 

Standard Control Organization of the Government of India. 

● The organization responsible for approval of licenses of specified categories of drugs such 

as blood and blood products, IV fluids, vaccines, and sera in India. 

● The Drugs Controller General of India comes under the Ministry of Health & Family 

Welfare. 

● DCGI also sets standards for manufacturing, sales, import, and distribution of drugs in 

India. 

 

21. Consider the following statement about Nipah virus (NiV), recently seen in news: 

1. It first broke out in China in 1998. 

2. There are vaccines for animals but not for humans. 

Which of the above statements are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 2 both 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans (d) 

● Statement 1 is incorrect. It first broke out in Malaysia and Singapore in 1998 and 1999. It 

first appeared in domestic pigs and since then it has been found among several species of 

domestic animals including dogs, cats, goats, horses and sheep. 

● Statement 1 is incorrect. Currently, there are no vaccines for both humans and animals.  

○ Intensive supportive care is given to humans infected by Nipah virus. 

● Nipah virus (NiV) 

● It is a zoonotic virus, i.e. it is transmitted from animals to humans. 

● It is caused by RNA or Ribonucleic acid virus of the family Paramyxoviridae, genus 

Henipavirus, and is closely related to Hendra virus. 

● The disease spreads through fruit bats or ‘flying foxes,’who are natural reservoir hosts of 

the Nipah and Hendra viruses. 

○ The virus is present in bat urine and potentially, bat faeces, saliva, and birthing fluids. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IV_fluids
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vaccine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministry_of_Health_and_Family_Welfare


22. Consider the following statements in context of constitutional provisions for the 

appointment of High court Judge: 

1. A person to be appointed as a judge of a high court, should be above 35 years of age. 

2. The President can appoint a distinguished jurist as a judge of a high court. 

Which of the above statements are incorrect? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c)  1 and 2 both 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans c) 

● Statement 1 is incorrect. There is no minimum age fixed for high Court judges, and unlike 

in the case of Supreme Court judges. 

● Statement 2 is incorrect. There is no provision for appointment of a distinguished jurist 

as a judge of a high court. 

● Qualifications of a High Court Judge are: 

○ A person to be appointed as a judge of a high court, should have following qualifications: 

○ He should be a citizen of India.  

○ He should have held a judicial office in the territory of India for ten years or 

○ He should have been an advocate of the high court(s) for ten years 

 

23. Recently, the government of India has launched the National Monetisation Pipeline 

(NMP). Consider the following statements in this context: 

1. It estimates aggregate monetisation potential through core assets of the Central 

Government, over a four-year period, from FY 2022 to FY 2025. 

2. It aims to unlock value in greenfield projects by engaging the private sector, 

Which of the above statements are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2  only 

c) 1 and 2 both 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans a)  



1) Statement 1 is correct. The NMP estimates aggregate monetisation potential of Rs 6 lakh 

crores through core assets of the Central Government, over a four-year period, from FY 

2022 to FY 2025. 

a) The NMP has been announced to provide a clear framework for monetisation and give 

potential investors a ready list of assets to generate investment interest. 

2) Statement 2 is incorrect. It aims to unlock value in brownfield projects by engaging the 

private sector, transferring to them revenue rights and not ownership in the projects, and 

using the funds generated for infrastructure creation across the country. 

The government has stressed that these are brownfield assets, which have been “de-

risked” from execution risks, and therefore should encourage private investment. 

 

24. Article 110 of the Indian constitution contains provision regarding: 

a) Annual Financial statement 

b) Money bill 

c) Financial bill 

d) None of the above 

Ans b) 

● Article 110 of the Indian Constitution defines Money Bill while, Financial Bills are dealt 

with under Articles 117 (1) and Article 117 (3.)  

○ Though Money Bill is a species of the financial bill however, not all financial bills are 

money bills. Money bills are concerned with financial matters like taxation, public 

expenditure, etc.  

● Article 112 provides provisions regarding Annual Financial statements. 

○ Article 112 (1) of the Constitution of India, provides for a statement of estimated receipts 

and expenditure of the Government of India which is presented to the Parliament every 

year. 

○ Article 112(2) provides that the estimate of expenditure embodied in this annual 

financial Budget, shall show separately. 

 

 

 

 



25. Vaccines are made using several different processes. Consider the following in context of 

vaccine process: 

1. Attenuated Vaccines may contain live viruses that have been weakened or altered so as 

not to cause illness, while subunit and conjugate vaccines contain merely segments of the 

pathogen. 

2. In the present, vaccines can be produced using only these  two methods. 

Which of the above statements are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 2 both 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans a)  

 Statement 1 is correct. Attenuated Vaccines may contain live viruses that have been 

weakened or altered so as not to cause illness, while subunit and conjugate vaccines 

contain merely segments of the pathogen. 

 Statement 2 is correct. Vaccines are also produced using inactivated or killed 

organisms or viruses; inactivated toxins (for bacterial diseases where toxins 

generated by the bacteria, and not the bacteria themselves, cause illness).  

 

26. With respect to “Periyar Ramaswamy”, consider the following statements :  

1) He started the “Self-Respect Movement”  for ending Brahminical hegemony and ensuring 

equal rights for the backward classes and women in the society. 

2) He never joined the Indian National Congress. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c)  1 and 2 both 

d)   Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans (a) 

 Statement 1 is correct while statement 2 is incorrect. 

 Erode Venkatappa Ramasamy was an Indian social activist and politician who started 

the Self-Respect Movement.  



 He is known as the 'Father of the Dravidian movement'.  He rebelled against 

Brahminical dominance and gender and caste inequality in Tamil Nadu. 

 E.V. Ramasamy joined the Indian National Congress in 1919, but resigned in 1925 

when he felt that the party was only serving the interests of Brahmins. 

 

27. With respect to Law Commission of India, consider the following statements  

1. The first Law Commission was established after Independence. 

2. Law Commission of India is a statutory body.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a)  1 only 

b)  2 only 

c)  1 and 2 both 

d)  Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans (d) 

 Both the statements are incorrect. 

 Law Commission of India is an executive body not an statutory body established by 

an order of the Government of India. Its major function is to work for legal reform. 

 The first Law Commission was established during the British Raj era in 1834 by the 

Charter Act of 1833. 

 

28. Which of the following are features of Federal System of India: 

1. Division of powers 

2. All India Service  

3. Office of Governor  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only  

b) 1 and 2 only  

c) all of above  

d) none of the Above 

Ans (a) 

 Division of power is an important feature of the Federal system. Other important 

features include Independent judiciary, Rigidity of constitution, Dual citizenship, 

Bicameralism. 



 All India Service and Office of Governor represents the unitary feature of Indian 

Constitution.  

 

29. With respect to “Dengue disease” consider the following statements  

1. It is a bacterial disease. 

2. It is spread by female Anopheles mosquitoes. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect: 

a) 1 only  

b) 2 only  

c) 1 and 2 both  

d) neither 1 nor 2 

Ans (c) 

 Both the statements are incorrect. 

 Dengue fever is a mosquito-borne tropical disease caused by the dengue virus. 

 Dengue is spread by several species of female mosquitoes of the Aedes genus, 

principally Aedes aegypti. 

 

30. Consider the following countries 

1. Greece 

2. Turkey 

3. Italy 

Which of the above countries surround the Aegean sea? 

a) 1 and 2 only  

b) 2 and 3 only  

c) 1 and 3 only  

d) all of above  

 Ans (a) 



 

 

 

 

31. With respect to POCSO Act (Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012), 

consider the following statements  

1. The POCSO Act defines a child as any person who is below 16 years of age. 

2. The Act is not gender neutral as it caters to the special needs of the girl children who are 

more vulnerable. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only  

b) 2 only  

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Ans (d) 

 In order to effectively address the heinous crimes of sexual abuse and sexual 

exploitation of children through less ambiguous and more stringent legal provisions, 

the Ministry of Women and Child Development championed the introduction of the 

Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012. 

 Both 1and 2 statements are incorrect. 

 The POCSO Act 2012 defines a child as any person who is below 18 years of age. 



 The Act is gender neutral and regards the best interests and welfare of the child as a 

matter of paramount importance at every stage. 

 

32. Consider the following countries: 

1. Turkmenistan 

2. Uzbekistan 

3. Tajikistan 

Which of the above countries shares their border with Afghanistan? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 1 and 3 only  

c) 2 and 3 only  

d) All of the above  

Ans (d)  

See the map for the explanation  

 

 

 

 

 



 

33. With respect to Minimum support  Price(MSP) in India, consider the following 

statements: 

1. MSP in India is approved by the Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP). 

2. It is announced for Rabi and Kharif crops only. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 

a) 1 only  

b) 2 only  

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Ans (c) 

 Statement 1 is incorrect. MSP in India is fixed on the recommendations of the 

Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP). However, it is approved by the 

Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) chaired by the Prime Minister. 

 Statement 2 is incorrect. There are a total of 22 crops for which the Government 

releases the Minimum Support Price. Of these 22 mandated crops, fourteen are of 

Kharif season, six are rabi and two other commercial crops. 

 

34. Gyanvapi mosque recently seen in the news is situated at which place 

a) Delhi 

b) Lucknow  

c) Varanasi  

d) Jaunpur  

Ans (c)  

1) Gyanvapi Mosque is located in Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh, India.  

a) It is a Jama Masjid located in the heart of the Varanasi city, north of Dashashwamedh Ghat. 

2) In News: Allahabad High Court is expected to deliver its order on a petition challenging 

the decision of a Varanasi court, which in April directed the Archaeological Survey of 

India (ASI) to conduct a comprehensive physical survey of the Gyanvapi mosque 

compound adjacent to the Kashi Vishwanath Temple in Uttar Pradesh. 

 

 

 



35. “Contingent Reserve Arrangement (CRA)” recently seen in the news s in n context of: 

a) G-20  

b) BRICS  

c) G-7 

d) SAARC 

Ans (b) 

● BRICS Contingent Reserve Arrangement (CRA) is a framework for providing protection 

against global liquidity pressures. 

● Considering the increasing instances of global financial crisis, BRICS nations signed BRICS 

Contingent Reserve Arrangement (CRA) in 2014 as part of Fortaleza Declaration at Sixth 

BRICS summit. 

● It aims to provide short-term liquidity support to the members through currency swaps, 

in order to mitigate the BOP crisis situation and hence, strengthen the financial stability 

of the countries. 

 

36. Consider the following statements with respect to Indian Space Research Organisation 

(ISRO). 

1. It is the primary agency in India to perform tasks related to space based applications and  

space exploration. 

2. It comes under the Department of Science and Technology. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only  

b) 2 only  

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Ans (a) 

 Statement 1 is correct while statement 2 is incorrect. 

 ISRO is the primary agency in India to perform tasks related to space based 

applications, space exploration and development of related technologies. 

 It is one of the six government space agencies in the world which possess full launch 

capabilities, deploy cryogenic engines, launch extraterrestrial missions and operate 

large fleets of artificial satellites. 



 It operates under the Department of Space (DOS) which is directly overseen by the 

Prime Minister of India. 

 

37. Consider the following crops:  

1) Wheat  

2) Cotton  

3) Mustard 

Which of the above  is/are Rabi crops ? 

a) 1 only  

b) 1 and 2 only  

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) all of the above  

Ans (c) 

 Rabi crops are the crops that are sown at the end of monsoon or at the beginning of 

winter season.   

 Major Rabi crops are wheat, mustard, gram, peas, barley.  

 Cotton is not a Rabi crop. It is a kharif crop. 

 

38. “World Press Freedom Index” is released by which of the following agencies? 

a) Amnesty International 

b) Reporters Without Borders 

c) World Economic Forum 

d) Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Ans (b) 

 Option b is the correct answer. 

 World Press Freedom Index is produced by Reporters Without Borders (RSF), a 

French NGO. 

 

39. With respect to Collegium system in India consider the following statements 

1. There is no mention of the collegium in the original constitution of India. 

2. The National Judicial Appointments Commission has replaced the Collegium system after 

passing of Ninety-ninth Amendment of the Constitution of India. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 



a) 1 only  

b) 2 only  

c) 1 and 2 both  

d) neither 1 nor 2  

Ans (a) 

1) Statement 1 is correct. 

 The “Collegium system” was never in the original system of constitution. It was 

introduced later by judgments of the Supreme court of India. 

 Statement 2 is incorrect, as on 16 October 2015, Supreme Court struck down the 99th 

constitutional amendment and the NJAC Act, restoring the two-decade old collegium 

system of judges appointing judges in higher judiciary. 

 The Supreme Court declared that NJAC is interfering with the autonomy of the 

judiciary by the executive which amounts to tampering of the basic structure of the 

constitution where parliament is not empowered to change the basic structure. 

 

40. The provision regarding “Living wage” has been mentioned in which of the following 

article of the Constitution:  

a) Article 41 

b) Article 42 

c) Article 43 

d) Article 44 

Ans (c) 

 It has been mentioned under Article 43 of Indian constitution. 

 Article 43 reads as - “State shall endeavour to secure, by suitable legislation or 

economic organisation or in any other way, to all workers, industrial or otherwise, 

work, a living wage, conditions of work ensuring a decent standard of life and full 

enjoyment of leisure and social and cultural opportunities”. 

 

41. Consider the following statements in context of Muthuswami Dikshitar: 

1. He is considered one of the musical trinity of Hindustani music.  

2. Unlike the Telugu compositions of the others in the trinity, his compositions are 

predominantly in Sanskrit.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 



a) 1 only  

b) 2 only  

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Ans b) 

 Statement 1 is incorrect. Muthuswami Dikshita, was a South Indian poet, singer and 

veena player, and a legendary composer of Indian classical music, who is considered 

one of the musical trinity of Carnatic music.  

 Statement 2 is correct. The musical trinity consists of Dikshitar (1775 –1835), 

Tyagaraja (1767–1847), and Syama Sastri (1762–1827). However, unlike the Telugu 

compositions of the others, his compositions are predominantly in Sanskrit.  

o He also composed some of his Kritis in Manipravalam (a combination of the Sanskrit 

and Tamil languages). 

 His compositions, of which around 500 are commonly known, are noted for their 

elaborate and poetic descriptions of Hindu gods and temples and for capturing the 

essence of the raga forms through the vainika (veena) style that emphasises gamakas.  

 He is also known by his signature name of Guruguha which is also his mudra (and can 

be found in each of his songs).  

 

42. Consider the following statements about recently seen in news, C-925: 

1. It is an attack helicopter. 

2. It is designed and built in India. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only  

b) 1 and 2 only  

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Ans d) 

 Statement 1 is incorrect. The C-295 MW is a transport aircraft of 5-10 tonne capacity with 

contemporary technology. 

 Statement 2 is incorrect. The C-295MW aircraft will be purchased from Airbus Defence 

and Space S.A., Spain. 



 Recently the Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS) has cleared procurement of 56, C-295 

MW medium transport aircraft for the Indian Air Force under the Make-in-India initiative 

in the aerospace sector. 

 

43. Recently seen in news Thamirabarani civilisation is situated in which state: 

a) Tamil Nadu 

b) Andhra Pradesh 

c) Telangana 

d) Haryana 

Ans a) 

 Encouraged by the archaeological findings in Keeladi that testified to the existence of 

an ancient urban Tamil civilization, the Department of Archaeology decided to launch 

excavations at seven more sites in Tamil Nadu, including Thamirabarani river site.  

       Note:  

 Thamirabarani is a river that originates in the Western Ghats in the State of Tamil 

Nadu and empties into the sea at the Gulf of Mannar after passing through Tirunelveli 

and Thoothukudi districts. 

 

44. Recently seen in news, India Rankings instituted by NIRF is released by: 

a) Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs 

b) Ministry of Education 

c) NITI Aayog  

d) Ministry of Finance 

Ans b)  

 The Ministry of Education releases the National Institutional Ranking Framework 

(NIRF). 

 Recently, the Ministry of Education released the India Rankings 2021 instituted by the 

National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) (sixth edition). 

o It is the first-ever effort by the government to rank Higher Education Institutions 

(HEIs) in the country. 

o Participation in NIRF is compulsory for all government-run educational institutions 

from 2018. 



 The subjectivity in the ranking methodology developed by QS World University 

Rankings and the Times Higher Education World University Ranking led India to start 

its own ranking system for Indian HEIs on the line of Shanghai Rankings. 

 Highlights of India Rankings 2021: 

o IIT-Madras, IISc-Bangalore, and IIT-Bombay have emerged as the country’s top three 

higher education institutions 

 

45. Consider the following statements in context of BRICS:  

1. BRICS does not exist in the form of organization, but it is an annual summit between the 

supreme leaders of five nations. 

2. Its Leaders’ Summit is convened biannually. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans a) 

● Statement 1 is correct. BRICS does not exist in the form of organization, but it is an annual 

summit between the supreme leaders of five nations. 

● Statement 2 is incorrect. The BRICS Leaders’ Summit is convened annually. The 

Chairmanship of the forum is rotated annually among the members, in accordance with 

the acronym B-R-I-C-S. 

Note: 

● BRICS is an acronym for the grouping of the world’s leading emerging economies- Brazil, 

Russia, India, China and South Africa. 

● It seeks to deepen, broaden and intensify cooperation within the grouping and among the 

individual countries for more sustainable, equitable and mutually beneficial 

development. 

● Together, BRICS accounts for about 40% of the world’s population and about 30% of the 

GDP (Gross Domestic Product), making it a critical economic engine. 

 

 



46. Consider the following statements in context of International Atomic Energy Agency 

(IAEA): 

1. It is an autonomous organisation which was established independently of the United 

Nations. 

2. It reports to both the United Nations General Assembly and Security Council. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only  

b) 2 only  

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Ans c) 

● Statement 1 is correct. The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) is an international 

organization that seeks to promote the peaceful use of nuclear energy, and to inhibit its 

use for any military purpose, including nuclear weapons.  

● It was established as an autonomous organisation on 29 July 1957.  

● Statement 2 is correct. Though established independently of the United Nations through 

its own international treaty, the IAEA Statute, the IAEA reports to both the United Nations 

General Assembly and Security Council. 

● The IAEA has its headquarters in Vienna, Austria.   

● The IAEA serves as an intergovernmental forum for scientific and technical co-operation 

in the peaceful use of nuclear technology and nuclear power worldwide.  

 

47. Recently seen in news,Tejas Mark 2 is: 

a) Missile 

b) Satellite 

c) Torpedo 

d) Aircraft 

Ans d) 

● The HAL Tejas Mark 2, or Medium Weight Fighter (MWF), is an Indian single-engine, 

canard delta wing, Multirole combat aircraft designed by the Aeronautical Development 

Agency (ADA) in collaboration with Aircraft Research and Design Centre (ARDC) of 

Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) for the Indian Air Force (IAF).  



● The Tejas Mark 2 is being designed and developed to replace multiple strike fighters of 

IAF viz, SEPECAT Jaguar, Dassault Mirage 2000 and MiG-29. 

● The first flight of Tejas Mark 2 is expected to be in 2023 with series production to begin 

by 2026. 

 

48. The country of South Korea shares it border with which of the following countries: 

1. Russia  

2. China 

3. Mongolia  

4. North korea 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 4 only 

b) 2 and 4 only 

c) 3 and 4 only 

d) 4 only 

Ans d) 

 

 

 

 



49. Recently seen in news, Silambam is a:  

a) Festival  

b) Martial Art 

c) Puppetry 

d) Brass work 

Ans b) 

● Silambam is an ancient weapon-based martial art that emerged in the Tamil Nadu region 

of India.  

● It is one of the oldest martial arts in the world and is closely linked to the Kerala martial 

art kalaripayattu. 

● The term Silambam itself reveals about the sport, silam stands for a ‘mountain’ and bam 

stands for bamboo which is the main weapon used in this form of martial arts. 

● Foot movement are key elements to silambam. 

● Weapons used are- Bamboo staff; Maru- a thrusting weapon which is made from horns of 

deer; Aruva (sickle); Savuku (a whip); Vaal (curved sword); Kuttu Katai (spiked knuckle 

duster); Katti (knife);  Sedikuchi (cudgel or short stick). 

● Sillappadikkaram and many other works of Sangam literature mentions about the 

practice. 

 

50.  Consider the following statements in context of Mudumalai Tiger Reserve: 

1. It is spread in the states of Tamil Nadu and karnataka only. 

2. It is the part of the first Biosphere Reserve in India. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 Ans b) 

● Statement 1 is incorrect. Mudumalai Tiger Reserve is located in the Nilgiris District of 

Tamil Nadu state at the tri-junction of three states, viz, Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu. 

● Statement 2 is correct. It is a part of Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve, the first Biosphere Reserve 

in India, along with Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary (Kerala) in the West, Bandipur National 

Park (Karnataka) in the North, Mukurthi National Park and Silent Valley in the South. 



 

51.   Recently seen in news Climate Action and Finance Mobilization Dialogue (CAFMD), is 

related to which of the following countries: 

a) India-Israel 

b) India-Japan 

c) India- France 

d) India- USA 

Ans d) 

● The Climate Action and Finance Mobilization Dialogue (CAFMD) is one of the two main 

tracks of the US-India Agenda 2030 partnership that was announced in April this year. 

● US Special Presidential Envoy for Climate (SPEC), John Kerry would visit India next week 

during which the two countries would launch 'Climate Action and Finance Mobilization 

Dialogue (CAFMD)'. 

 

52. Consider the following statements in context of Enforcement Directorate (ED): 

1. It is mandated with the task of enforcing the provisions of two special fiscal laws – Foreign 

Exchange Management Act, 1999 (FEMA) and Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002 

(PMLA). 

2. It is administered by the Department of Economic Affairs under the Ministry of Finance.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans a) 

● Statement 1 is correct. Directorate of Enforcement is a Multi Disciplinary Organization 

mandated with the task of enforcing the provisions of two special fiscal laws – Foreign 

Exchange Management Act, 1999 (FEMA) and Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002 

(PMLA).  

● Statement 2 is incorrect. The origin of the Directorate goes back to 1st May, 1956, when 

an ‘Enforcement Unit’ was formed, in the Department of Economic Affairs, for handling 

Exchange Control Laws violations under Foreign Exchange Regulation Act, 1947 (FERA 

’47). 



○ Later in 1960, the administrative control of the Directorate was transferred from the 

Department of Economic Affairs to the Department of Revenue, Ministry of Finance. 

 

53. The state of Manipur shares it border with which of the following : 

1. Bangladesh  

2. Thailand  

3. Bhutan 

4. Myanmar 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 4 only 

b) 2 and 4 only 

c) 1 only 

d) 4 only 

Ans d) 

● Manipur, state of India, located in the northeastern part of the country. It is bordered by 

the Indian states of Nagaland to the north, Assam to the west, and Mizoram to the 

southwest and by Myanmar (Burma) to the south and east. 



 

 

54. Consider the following statements in context of Siachen Glacier: 

1. It is part of Jammu and Kashmir,which has now been converted into a Union Territory. 

2. It is located in the Karakoram range in the Himalayas. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans b) 



● Statement 1 is incorrect. It is part of Ladakh which has now been converted into a Union 

Territory. 

● Statement 2 is correct. The Siachen Glacier is located in the Eastern Karakoram range in 

the Himalayas, just northeast of Point NJ9842 where the Line of Control between India 

and Pakistan ends. 

○ It lies immediately south of the great drainage divide that separates the Eurasian Plate 

from the Indian subcontinent in the extensively glaciated portion of the Karakoram 

sometimes called the "Third Pole". 

○ It is the world's highest battlefield. 

  

 

55. Consider the following statement about Pegasus: 

1. It is a ransomware, recently seen in the news. 

2. I-phones can’t be targeted using Pegasus due to its enhanced security features. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 



Ans d) 

● Statement 1 is incorrect. Pegasus is an Israeli spyware revealed to have been used to 

target hundreds of phones in India 

● Pegasus software is marketed by the NSO Group aka Q Cyber Technologies as “a world-

leading cyber intelligence solution that enables law enforcement and intelligence 

agencies to remotely and covertly extract” data “from virtually any mobile devices”, 

● Statement 2 is incorrect.All devices are particularly vulnerable to Pegasus.  

○ iPhones have been widely targeted with Pegasus through Apple’s default iMessage app 

and the Push Notification Service (APNs) protocol upon which it is based.  

○ The spyware can impersonate an application downloaded to an iPhone and transmit itself 

as push notifications via Apple’s servers. 

● Usually, an attacker needs to feed the Pegasus system just the target phone number for a 

network injection. “The rest is done automatically by the system,” says a Pegasus 

brochure, and the spyware is installed in most cases. 

● Apparently, one way to dodge Pegasus is to change one’s default phone browser. 

According to a Pegasus brochure, “installation from browsers other than the device 

default (and also chrome for android based devices) is not supported by the system”. 

● Upon installation, Pegasus contacts the attacker’s command and control (C&C) servers to 

receive and execute instructions and send back the target’s private data, including 

passwords, contact lists, calendar events, text messages, and live voice calls (even those 

via end-to-end-encrypted messaging apps). The attacker can control the phone’s camera 

and microphone, and use the GPS function to track a target. 

56.   Recently seen in news “2+2” dialogue is the meet between which of the following 

counterparts: 

a) Finance Minister and External Affairs Minister 

b) Defence Minister and External Affairs Minister 

c) Defence Minister and Finance Minister 

d) None of the above  

Ans b) 

● ‘2+2’ Dialogue is the highest-level institutional mechanism between the two countries. 

● It is a format of dialogue where the Defence/External Affairs ministers or secretaries 

meet with their counterparts from another country. 



● India holds such talks with Australia, Japan and the USA. 

 

57. Recently seen in news, Net-zero refers to: 

a) bringing down countries carbon emissions to zero 

b) bringing down countries all greenhouse gases  emissions to zero 

c) compensating countries emission by absorption and removal of carbon di oxide from the 

atmosphere 

d) compensating countries emission by absorption and removal of greenhouse gases from 

the atmosphere 

Ans d) 

● Net-zero, is also referred to as carbon-neutrality. 

● It does not mean that a country would bring down its emissions to zero, rather, net-zero 

is a state in which a country’s emissions are compensated by absorption and removal of 

greenhouse gases from the atmosphere. 

● This can be done by creating more carbon sinks such as forests, and by deploying 

futuristic technologies such as carbon capture and storage. 

 

58. Which of the following are related to Article 371: 

1. Jammu and Kashmir 

2. Goa 

3. Mizoram 

4. Andhra Pradesh 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a)  1,2 and 4 only 

b)  1, 3 and 4only 

c)   2,3 and 4 only 

d)  All of the above 

Ans C) 

● Article 370 - provision with respect to the State of Jammu and Kashmir. It was abrogated 

in 2019. 

● Article 371 - provision with respect to the States of Maharashtra and Gujarat 

● Article 371 A - Special provision with respect to the State of Nagaland 

● Article 371 B - Special provision with respect to the State of Assam . 



● Article 371 C - Special provision with respect to the State of Manipur . 

● Article 371 D - Special provisions with respect to the State of Andhra Pradesh 

● Article 371 E - Establishment of Central University in Andhra Pradesh 

● Article 371 F- Special provisions with respect to the State of Sikkim 

● Article 371 G - Special provision with respect to the State of Mizoram 

● Article 371 H -Special provision with respect to the State of Arunachal Pradesh 

● Article 371 I -Special provision with respect to the State of Goa 

● Article 371 J - Special provision with respect to the State of Karnataka. 

 

59. With respect to the Information Technology Act, 2000 consider the following statements: 

1. The Act came into existence after recommendation by the BN Srikrishna committee. 

2. The section 66A of IT act was struck down by Supreme Court in March, 2021 in Shreya 

Singhal case. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans d) 

● statement 1 is incorrect. BN Srikrishna Committee was constituted by the union 

government in July 2017, to deliberate on a data protection framework.  

● The Information Technology Act was introduced in 2000.  

○ An amendment to the act brought in 2008 which gave the government power to arrest 

and imprison an individual for allegedly offensive and menacing online posts. 

● Statement 2 is incorrect.Section 66A was criticised for being vague and soon was brought 

under Supreme court scrutiny. Section 66 A was struck down by the Supreme court in 

2015.   

○ A bench of Justices J. Chelameswar and R.F. Nariman ruled in Shreya Singhal v. Union of 

India declared Section 66A unconstitutional for “being violative of Article 19(1)(a) and 

not saved under Article 19(2).”  

 

 

 



60. GST is applicable on the sales of which of the following: 

1. Newspaper 

2. Natural gas  

3. Boiled eggs 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a)  1 only 

b)  1 and 2 only 

c)   1 and 3 only 

d)  All of the above 

Ans c)  

● One Hundred and First Amendment introduced a national Goods and Services Tax 

(GST)Act in India from 1 July 2017.  

● Goods and Services Tax (GST) is a Value added Tax (VAT) proposed to be a 

comprehensive indirect tax levy on manufacture, sale and consumption of goods as well 

as services at the national level. It replaces all indirect taxes levied on goods and services 

by the Indian Central and state governments. 

● When a national GST subsumed Central taxes such as excise duty and State levies like 

VAT, five petroleum goods — petrol, diesel, aviation turbine fuel (ATF), natural gas and 

crude oil — were kept out of its purview. 

 

 

61.  Recently seen in news, Adjusted Gross Revenue or AGR is related to: 

a) Textile Industries 

b) Mobile manufacturing 

c) Telecom companies 

d) Green economy 

Ans c) 

● Adjusted Gross Revenue or AGR is a fee-sharing mechanism between the government and 

the telecoms, who shifted to the 'revenue-sharing fee' model in 1999, from the 'fixed 

license fee' model. 

● It is the usage and licensing fee that telecom operators are charged by the Department of 

Telecommunications (DoT). 



● It is divided into spectrum usage charges and licensing fees, pegged between 3-5 percent 

and 8 percent respectively. 

● It has been in the news due to the contention between the government and the telecoms 

companies. 

○ As per DoT, the charges are calculated based on all revenues earned by a telco – including 

non-telecom related sources such as deposit interests and asset sales.  

○ Telcos, on their part, insist that AGR should comprise only the revenues generated from 

telecom services. 

 

62. With respect to the Telecom sector, consider the following statements: 

1. The telecom sector was liberalised under the National Telecom Policy, 1994 after which 

license fees were removed. 

2. 100% FDI under the automatic route is allowed in the telecom sector. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans b) 

● Statement 1 is incorrect. The telecom sector was liberalised under the National Telecom 

Policy, 1994 after which licenses were issued to companies in return for a fixed license 

fee. 

● It was later in 1999, that the government gave an option to the licensees to migrate to the 

revenue sharing fee model, in order to provide relief from the steep fixed license fee. 

○ Under this, mobile telephone operators were required to share a percentage of their 

Adjusted Gross Revenue with the government as annual license fee (LF) and spectrum 

usage charges (SUC). 

● Statement 2 is correct. Recently the government has allowed Foreign direct investment 

(FDI) up to 100% under the automatic route, from the existing limit of 49%. 

 

 

 

 



63. Consider the following statements with respect to National Crime Record Bureau: 

1. It functions as a repository of information on crime and criminals so as to assist the 

investigators in linking crime to the perpetrators. 

2. It comes under the Ministry of Home Affairs. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans d) 

● Statement 1 is correct. National Crime Record Bureau (NCRB), was set-up in 1986 under 

the Ministry of Home Affairs. 

● It came into existence based on the recommendations of the National Police Commission 

(1977-1981) and the MHA’s Task Force (1985). 

● Statement 2 is correct. It functions as a repository of information on crime and criminals 

so as to assist the investigators in linking crime to the perpetrators. 

● NCRB brings out the annual comprehensive statistics of crime across the country  named- 

‘Crime in India’ report. 

 

64. Recently seen in news, Deepor Beel freshwater lake is situated in: 

a) Arunachal Pradesh  

b) Assam  

c) Bihar 

d) Meghalaya 

Ans b) 

● Dipor Bil/Deepor Beel (bil or beel means "lake" in the local Assamese language), is 

located to the south-west of Guwahati city, in Kamrup Metropolitan district of Assam, 

India.  

● It is a permanent freshwater lake, in a former channel of the Brahmaputra River, to the 

south of the main river.  

● It is a Ramsar Site wetland and Important Bird Area. 



● Considered one of the largest beels in the Brahmaputra valley of Lower Assam, it is 

categorised as representative of the wetland type under the Burma monsoon forest 

biogeographic region. 

● The Dipor Bil is reported to provide, directly or indirectly, its natural resources for the 

livelihood of fourteen indigenous villages (1,200 families) located in its precincts.  

● Recently, villagers living near Deepor Beel, have opposed the proposed realignment of a 

railway track skirting its southern edge. 

○ As per the indigenous people, the project would be catastrophic for the ecology of the 

Rani-Garbhanga Reserve Forest, affect a prime elephant corridor and uproot. 

 

65. Recently seen in news, AUKUS is: 

a) Missile 

b) Security partnership  

c) Exoplanet 

d) Defence exercise 

Ans b) 

● It is a new trilateral security partnership for the Indo-Pacific between Australia, the U.K. 

and the U.S. (AUKUS), recently announced by the US administration. 

● It is a trilateral grouping that was security focused, different from — but complementary 

to — arrangements such as the Quad. 

● As per the analysts, AUKUS is the biggest security arrangement between the three nations 

since World War Two.  

● The pact will focus on military capability, separating it from the Five Eyes intelligence-

sharing alliance which also includes New Zealand and Canada. 

 

66.  Recently seen in news, ‘bad bank’ refers to: 

a) a bank whose more than 50% assets have been declared NPA  

b) a bank which do not adhere to the Basel norms 

c) a corporate structure which isolates illiquid and high risk assets (typically non-

performing loans) held by a bank or a financial organisation 

d) None of the above 

Ans c) 



 A bad bank (also referred to as an asset management company or AMC) is a corporate 

structure which isolates illiquid and high risk assets (typically non-performing loans) 

held by a bank or a financial organisation, or perhaps a group of banks or financial 

organisations. 

 In addition to segregating or removing the bad assets from parent banks' balance 

sheets, a bad bank structure permits specialized management to deal with the 

problem of bad debts. The approach allows good banks to focus on their core business 

of lending while the bad bank can specialize in maximizing value from the high risk 

assets. 

 A bad bank might be established by one bank or financial institution as part of a 

strategy to deal with a difficult financial situation, or by a government or some other 

official institution as part of an official response to financial problems across a number 

of institutions in the financial sector. 

 Recently paving the way for a major clean-up of bad loans in the banking system of 

India, the Cabinet has cleared a ₹30,600 crore guarantee programme for securities to 

be issued by the newly incorporated ‘bad bank’ for taking over and resolving non-

performing assets (NPAs) amounting to ₹2 lakh crore. 

 

67. With respect to Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI), consider the following 

statements: 

1. It comes under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Home Affairs. 

2. It is a statutory body. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans b) 

 Statement 1 is incorrect. It comes under the jurisdiction of the Department of 

Telecommunications, Ministry of Communications. 

 Statement 2 is correct. The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) was 

established by the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India Act, 1997. 



 The Objective of TRAI is to create and nurture conditions for growth of 

telecommunications in the country. 

 It regulates telecom services including fixation/revision of tariffs for telecom services 

which were earlier vested in the Central Government. 

 It also aims to provide a fair and transparent policy environment which promotes a 

level playing field and facilitates fair competition. 

 

68. With respect to Indian passport , consider the following statements: 

1. It is issued by the Ministry of External Affairs. 

2. It enables the bearer to travel internationally and serves as proof of Indian citizenship. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans c) 

 Statement 1 is correct. An Indian passport is issued by the Indian Ministry of External 

Affairs to Indian citizens for the purpose of international travel.  

 Statement 2 is correct. It enables the bearer to travel internationally and serves as 

proof of Indian citizenship as per the Passports Act (1967).  

 The Passport Seva (Passport Service) unit of the Consular, Passport & Visa (CPV) 

Division of the Ministry of External Affairs functions as the central passport 

organisation, and is responsible for issuing Indian passports on demand to all eligible 

Indian citizens.  

 

69. With respect to  pricing policy in India, consider the following statements: 

1. Sugar prices are market driven depending on demand & supply of sugar. 

2. There is no provision for Minimum Selling Price (MSP) of sugar by the government of 

India. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 2 both 



d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans a) 

 Statement 1 is correct. Prices of sugar are market driven & depend on demand & 

supply of sugar.  

 Statement 2 is incorrect. With a view to protect the interests of farmers, the concept 

of Minimum Selling Price (MSP) of sugar has been introduced in 2018,  so that 

industry may get at least the minimum cost of production of sugar, so as to enable 

them to clear cane price dues of farmers. 

o MSP of sugar has been fixed taking into account the components of Fair & 

Remunerative Price (FRP) of sugarcane and minimum conversion cost of the most 

efficient mills.  

 In exercise of the powers conferred by the Essential Commodities Act, 1955, 

Government has notified Sugar Price (Control) Order, 2018.  

 Under the provisions of said order, the Government has fixed Minimum Selling Price 

(MSP) of sugar. 

 

70. Often seen in news, Hussain Sagar lake is situated in: 

a) Karnataka  

b) Assam 

c) Telangana 

d) Uttar Pradesh 

Ans C) 

 Hussain Sagar (alternatively referred to as Tank Bund), is a heart-shaped lake in 

Hyderabad, Telangana, built by Ibrahim Quli Qutb Shah in 1563.  

 It is fed by the River Musi.  

 It also separates the city centre of Hyderabad from its neighborhood Secunderabad. 

 Hussain Sagar lake is a popular spot for sailing, boating and sightseeing. 

 

 

 

 

 



71. Which of the following statements best describes the term “value of equilibrium climate 

sensitivity”? It is the 

a) measure of how a specified increase in carbon dioxide concentration translates into long-

term surface temperature rise. 

b) measure of how a specified increase in all greenhouse gases concentration translates into 

long-term surface temperature rise. 

c) measure of how a specified decrease in the ozone layer concentration translates into 

long-term surface temperature rise. 

d) None of the above 

Ans a) 

● Value of equilibrium climate sensitivity is the measure of how a specified increase in 

carbon dioxide concentration translates into long-term surface temperature rise. 

● Recently the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), has released a report 

titled ‘Climate Change 2021: The Physical Science Basis’. The report is a contribution to 

the Sixth Assessment Report (AR6), by (IPCC), Working Group I. 

● In its finding, the report has stated that- the value of equilibrium climate sensitivity is 

now pinned down to the range of 2.5°C to 4.0°C, with a best estimate of 3°C, compared to 

the Fifth Assessment Report  (AR5) range of 1.5°C to 4.5°C. 

Other findings of the Report are: 

● A significant section of the report reinforces what is already well known, but with 

updated numbers, higher accuracy and specific regional assessments, including South 

Asia. 

● Global surface temperature is now higher by 1.07oC since the pre-industrial era. 

● The impact of climate change on the atmosphere, oceans and land is unmistakably of 

human origin and this impact is picking up pace. 

● There is no part of the inhabited world that is now untouched by the impact of global 

warming. Carbon dioxide is the dominant source of warming. 

● Aerosols contribute to reducing the impact of warming by other greenhouse gases, by 

almost a third. 

● Methane reduction, while needed overall, is particularly significant only as the drastic 

reduction of aerosols actually leads to an increase in warming. 



● The report expectedly projects an increase in climate extremes due to global warming, 

with heat waves, extreme rainfall events and occurrence of extreme sea levels all 

expected to intensify and be more frequent. 

● A major finding of the report is that air pollution reduction and steep climate change 

mitigation are not complementary goals but require independent efforts over the short 

and medium term. 

 

72. Consider the following statements in the context of Syria 

1. It is a landlocked country. 

2. It has a coastline on the Red sea. 

3. It has a coastline on the Mediterranean sea.  

4. It shares its border with Iran. 

Which of the above options is/are correct? 

a) 2 and 4 only 

b) 3 and 4 only 

c) 1 and 4 only 

d) 3 Only  

Ans d) 

Statements 1 and 2 are incorrect, 3 is correct. Syria has its coastline on the Mediterranean 

sea.  

Statement 4 is incorrect. Syria is bounded by Turkey to the north, by Iraq to the east and 

southeast, by Jordan to the south, and by Lebanon and Israel to the southwest. 

 



 

 

73. Consider the following information about the National Investigation Agency (NIA): 

1. The Agency came into existence with the enactment of the National Investigation Agency 

Act 2008 by the Parliament of India, which was passed after the deadly 26/11 terror 

attack in Mumbai. 

2. The act applies to the persons who commit a scheduled offence beyond India against 

Indian citizens or affecting the interest of India. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 2 both 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans d) 

● Statement 1 is correct. The Agency came into existence with the enactment of the National 

Investigation Agency Act 2008 by the Parliament of India, which was passed after the 

deadly 26/11 terror attack in Mumbai. 

● Statement 2 is correct. The act applies to the persons who commit a scheduled offence 

beyond India against Indian citizens or affecting the interest of India. 



● The National Investigation Agency (NIA) is India's counter-terrorist task force. The 

agency is empowered to deal with terror related crimes across states without special 

permission from the states. 

● The Agency came into existence with the enactment of the National Investigation Agency 

Act 2008 by the Parliament of India on 31 December 2008, which was passed after the 

deadly 26/11 terror attack in Mumbai. 

● The NIA (Amendment) Bill 2019, passed by the parliament on 17 July 2019, gave more 

teeth to the investigating powers of the NIA: 

○ It empowered the NIA to probe terror attacks targeting Indians and Indian interests 

abroad. Now, the NIA Act also applies to persons who commit a scheduled offence beyond 

India against Indian citizens or affecting the interest of India. 

○ It empowered the central government, with respect to a scheduled offence committed 

outside India, to direct the NIA to register the case and take up investigation as if such 

offence had taken place in India. 

○ The amendment also inserted certain new offences in the Schedule of the NIA Act. 

Consequently, the NIA is also empowered to probe the offences relating to human 

trafficking, counterfeit currency or bank notes, manufacture or sale of prohibited arms, 

cyber-terrorism and explosive substances. 

 

74. Consider the following statements: 

1. Einstein propounded the general theory of relativity for which he was awarded the Nobel 

Prize in 1922. 

2. The theory states that- instead of being an invisible force that attracts objects to one 

another, gravity is a curving or warping of space. The more massive an object, the more 

it warps the space around it. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 2 both 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans b) 



● Einstein propounded the general theory of relativity, according to which- instead of being 

an invisible force that attracts objects to one another, gravity is a curving or warping of 

space. The more massive an object, the more it warps the space around it. 

● Einstein did receive the 1921 Prize in 1922, it was not for his theories of relativity but for 

“his services to Theoretical Physics, and especially for his discovery of the law of the 

photoelectric effect”.  

● The photoelectric effect is the emission of electrons when electromagnetic radiation, such 

as light, hits a material. Electrons emitted in this manner are called photoelectrons. 

  

75. With respect to the “Indian star tortoise” consider the following statements: 

1. It is endemic to India. 

2. It has been classified as critically endangered under IUCN. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 2 both 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans d) 

● Statement 1 is incorrect. Indian star tortoises are found across the Indian subcontinent, 

in the Central and Southern parts of India, in West Pakistan and in Sri Lanka. 

● Statement 2 is incorrect. IUCN Status of Indian star tortoise is Vulnerable 

● Recently forest officials have arrested three persons for alleged smuggling of a star 

tortoise, an endangered species that has been listed in the Schedule 4 of the Wildlife 

Protection Act, 1974. 

76. With respect to National Register of Citizens (NRC), consider the following statements: 

1.The process of preparing NRC in Assam was for the first time initiated after the Supreme 

Court order in 2013. 

 2.NRC updation is being carried out under The Citizenship Act, 1955. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 



Ans a)  

● Statement 1 is incorrect. The NRC is the list of Indian citizens and was prepared in 1951, 

following the census of 1951. Again the process of NRC update has been taken up in 

Assam as per a Supreme Court order in 2013. 

● Statement 2 is correct. NRC updation was carried out under The Citizenship Act, 1955, 

and according to rules framed in the Assam Accord. 

National Register of Citizens (NRC) 

● The National Register of Citizens (NRC) is a register of all Indian citizens whose creation 

is mandated by the 2003 amendment of the Citizenship Act, 1955.  

● Its purpose is to document all the legal citizens of India so that the illegal immigrants can 

be identified and deported.  

● It has been implemented for the state of Assam starting in 2013–2014. The Government 

of India plans to implement it for the rest of the country in 2021. 

 

77. Which of the following is/are classic languages: 

1. Malayalam 

2. Gujarati  

3. Odia 

4. Hindi 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) All of the above  

Ans b) 

● All the Classical Languages are listed in the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution. Currently 

there are six languages which are given ‘Classical’ status in India: 

○ Tamil (declared in 2004),  

○ Sanskrit (2005),  

○ Kannada (2008),  

○ Telugu (2008),  

○ Malayalam (2013),  

○ Odia (2014) 



● The Ministry of Culture provides the guidelines regarding Classical languages. 

● Once a language is notified as a Classical language, the Human Resource and Development 

Ministry provides certain benefits to promote it. 

 

78. Often seen in news, Golu is related to: 

a) type of dessert  

b) agricultural practice by tribes of the north-east. 

c) festive display of dolls 

d) tribal dance  

Ans c)  

● Golu is the festive display of dolls and figurines in South India during the autumn festive 

season, particularly around the multi day Navratri (Dussehra, Dasara) festival of 

Hinduism.  

● These displays are typically thematic, narrating a legend from a Hindu text to court life, 

weddings, everyday scenes, miniature kitchen utensils, anything a little girl would have 

played with.  

● They are also known as Kolu, Gombe Habba, Bommai Kolu or Bommala Koluvu. 

●  Each displayed item in a golu display is sometimes called a golu doll or equivalent.  

● These are typically made by rural artisans from clay and wooden materials then brightly 

painted.  

● Goddess-related themes are common, along with developments such as anticipated 

weddings within the family and of friends.  

● During the golu display season, families visit each other with gifts to view and chit-chat 

over the golu display, share festive foods, and sometimes play music or sing devotional 

songs together. 

● Major Hindu temples such as the Meenakshi temple arrange elaborate golu displays each 

year for Navaratri. 

 

79.  With respect to Dengue, consider the following statements: 

1. Dengue is a mosquito-borne tropical disease. 

2. The mosquito responsible for Dengue infection also transmits chikungunya, yellow fever 

and Malaria infection. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 



a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans a) 

● Statement 1 is correct. Dengue is a mosquito-borne tropical disease caused by the dengue 

virus (Genus Flavivirus), transmitted by several species of mosquito within the genus 

Aedes, principally Aedes aegypti. 

● Statement 2 is incorrect. This mosquito also transmits chikungunya, yellow fever and Zika 

infection. 

● But malaria is not caused by a virus or bacteria. It is caused by a parasite known as 

Plasmodium, which is transmitted by a female mosquito, Anopheles. 

● There is no specific medicine to treat dengue infection. 

 

80.  Iran shares its land border with which of the following countries: 

1. Armenia 

2. Syria 

3. Tajikistan  

4. Kuwait 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3 only 

d) All of the above  

Ans a) 

 Iran has international borders with 13 sovereign countries, both on land and sea. It has a 

total of 5,894 km (3,662 mi) land borders with its neighbors Afghanistan, Armenia, 

Azerbaijan, Iraq, Pakistan, Turkey and Turkmenistan. 

 With a total of 2,440 km coastline, it has maritime borders with 6 other countries, 

including Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. 

 



 

 

81. Often seen in news, Madhesis are residents of which of the following country: 

a) India 

b) Bangladesh 

c) Nepal 

d) Srilanka 

Ans c) 

 The Madheshis are the residents of Terai region in the south of Nepal at the foothill of the 

Himalayas on the border with India in Bihar. 

 They have similar castes and ethnicity as that of Bihar and eastern UP, with frequent 

inter-marriages between families on either side of the border. 

 



  

 

 



82. Which of the following are the ill-effects of smog: 

1. It can kill plants 

2. It can cause coughing  

3. It can cause burning sensation in eyes and throat 

4. It increases the risk of serious heart diseases 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) All of the above  

Ans d) 

 Smog is a kind of air pollution, originally named for the mixture of smoke and fog in the 

air. Classic smog results from large amounts of coal burning in an area and is caused by a 

mixture of smoke and sulphur dioxide. 

 It contains soot particulates like smoke, sulphur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide and other 

components. 

 At least two distinct types of smog are recognized as: sulphurous smog and 

photochemical smog. 

 Following are the ill-effects caused by the smog: 

o Coughing  

o Burning sensation in eyes and throat 

o Risk of serious heart diseases 

o Risk of serious lung disease 

o It can also kill plants 

 

 

83. Often seen in news, Kuki people are ethnic group native to : 

a) Lushai hills 

b) Pat-kai hills 

c) Naga hills 

d) Garo hills 

Ans b) 



 The Kuki people are an ethnic group native to the Mizo/Lushai Hills, a mountainous 

region in the southeastern part of Mizoram in India. 

 The Kuki constitute one of several hill tribes within India, Bangladesh, and Myanmar.  

 In northeast India, they are present in all states except Arunachal Pradesh. 

 

 

84. With respect to Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI), consider the 

following statements: 

1. It is an autonomous body of WHO. 

2. Its mission is to accelerate the development of vaccines against emerging infectious 

diseases and enable equitable access to these vaccines for people during outbreaks. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans b) 

● Statement 1 is incorrect. CEPI is an innovative global partnership between public, private, 

philanthropic, and civil society organisations launched in Davos in 2017 to develop 

vaccines to stop future epidemics. 

● Statement 2 is correct. Its mission is to accelerate the development of vaccines against 

emerging infectious diseases and enable equitable access to these vaccines for people 

during outbreaks. 

● It is focused on the World Health Organization's (WHO) "blueprint priority diseases", 

which include: the Middle East respiratory syndrome-related coronavirus (MERS-CoV), 

the Severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2), the Nipah virus, the 

Lassa fever virus, and the Rift Valley fever virus, as well as the Chikungunya virus and the 

hypothetical, unknown pathogen "Disease X". CEPI investment also requires "equitable 

access" to the vaccines during outbreaks, although subsequent CEPI policy changes may 

have compromised this criteria. 

 

 

 



85. Recently seen in news, India Rankings instituted by NIRF is released by: 

a) Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs 

b)  NITI Aayog 

c) Ministry of Education 

d) Ministry of Finance 

 Ans c) 

 The Ministry of Education releases the National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF). 

 Recently, the Ministry of Education released the India Rankings 2021 instituted by the 

National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) (sixth edition). 

o It is the first-ever effort by the government to rank Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) 

in the country. 

o Participation in NIRF is compulsory for all government-run educational institutions from 

2018. 

 The subjectivity in the ranking methodology developed by QS World University Rankings 

and the Times Higher Education World University Ranking led India to start its own 

ranking system for Indian HEIs on the line of Shanghai Rankings. 

 Highlights of India Rankings 2021: 

o IIT-Madras, IISc-Bangalore, and IIT-Bombay have emerged as the country’s top three 

higher education institutions 

 

86. Often seen in news, direct listing refers to: 

a) the process of offering shares of a private corporation to the public in a new stock 

issuance 

b) the process in which a private company will go public by selling shares to investors on 

the stock exchanges without an IPO. 

c) the process in which a private company will go public by selling shares to investors on 

the stock exchanges with an IPO. 

d) None of the above 

Ans b) 

● A direct listing is a process for a company to become public without going through the 

initial public offering process. 

● Direct listing increases liquidity for existing shareholders and is usually cheaper than an 

IPO. 



Direct Listing vs. Initial Public Offerings (IPO) 

 The major difference between a direct listing and an IPO is that one sells existing stocks 

while the other issues new stock shares.  

 In a direct listing also known as a direct public offering, a private company will go public 

by selling shares to investors on the stock exchanges without an IPO. While in an IPO, a 

company sells part of the company by issuing new stocks.  

 The goal of companies that become public through a direct listing is not focused on raising 

additional capital, which is why new shares are not necessary. 

 

87. Which of the following are Kharif crops: 

1. Paddy 

2. Maize  

3. Cotton 

4. Soyabean 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

b) 1, 2 and 4 only 

c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

d) All of the above  

Ans d) 

Kharif crops are also called as monsoon crops that consist of plants such as Paddy, maize, 

soyabean, groundnut and cotton.  

Ideally, these crops are sowed in the monsoon season which begins as early as May in 

some parts of the Indian subcontinent and are generally harvested from September to 

October. 

 

88. Recently seen in news, Performance Grading Index is published by: 

a)     Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs 

b)     Ministry of Education 

c)      NITI Aayog 

d)     Reserve Bank of India 

Ans b) 



● The Performance Grading Index is published by the Department of School Education and 

Literacy (DoSEL), Ministry of Education. 

● The index is a tool to provide insights on the status of school education in States and UT 

including key levers that drive their performance and critical areas for improvement. 

Important Findings of the latest  PGI, 2019-20: 

State-wise Performance: 

● The index shows that 33 States and UTs have improved their PGI scores in 2019-20 

compared to the previous year. 

● Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Puducherry, Punjab and 

Tamil Nadu have improved their overall PGI scores by 10%. 

Inter-state Differential: 

o With a maximum possible score of 1000 points, the range between the States and UTs 

with the highest and the lowest score is more than 380 points in the year 2019-20. 

 

89. With respect to Periodic Labour Force Survey, consider the following statements: 

1. It is conducted by the Ministry of Labour. 

2. It estimates employment and unemployment indicators in both usual status and CWS in 

both rural and urban areas annually. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans a) 

 Statement 1 is incorrect. It is conducted by the National Statistical Office (NSO), Ministry 

of Statistics and Programme Implementation. 

 Statement 2 is correct. It estimates employment and unemployment indicators in both 

usual status and current weekly status, in both rural and urban areas annually. 

 In doing so, it collects data on several variables such as the level of unemployment, the 

types of employment and their respective shares, the wages earned from different types 

of jobs, the number of hours worked etc. 

 



90. Recently seen in news, Ennore Thermal Power Station is situated in which of the 

following state:  

a) Andhra Pradesh 

b) Telangana 

c) Tamil Nadu 

d) Maharashtra 

Ans c) 

● The Ennore Thermal Power Station is a coal based power plant located in Chennai 

Ennore, Tamil Nadu. 

● It has been in news recently as, the Southern Bench of the National Green Tribunal (NGT) 

has put in abeyance the Environment Clearance (EC) granted to the 660 MW Ennore 

Thermal Power Station expansion project for a period of six months, and has directed the 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF) to conduct a public hearing 

for the project.  

 

91. Consider the following statements, with respect to Rhinos: 

1. Currently only five species of Asian and African rhinoceros are left in the world.  

2. All these species of Rhinos are critically endangered. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans a) 

● Statement 1 is correct. There are currently five species of Asian and African rhinoceros 

left in the world.  

● Statement 2 is incorrect. Three of the five are critically endangered: black, Javan, and 

Sumatran.  

About: 

● Rhinos are one of the most critically endangered species on earth. Not too long ago, at the 

turn of the 20th century, over 500,000 of the large mammals could be found roaming 

across Africa and Asia. The awful rise of poaching for rhino horn and habitat loss has since 



decimated the rhino population. There are currently close to only 27,000 rhinos left in 

the wild outside parks and sanctuaries. 

● Rhino horn is poached to sell on the black market mostly in China and Vietnam. The 

misconception that the keratin in rhino horn has medicinal properties that can cure a 

variety of ailments.  

WHITE RHINO 

Africa's largest species of rhino, also known as the 'square-lipped' rhino. There are two 

subspecies of the white rhinoceros, the southern white rhino (C. simum simum) and the 

northern white rhino (C. simum cottoni), which is considered extinct in the wild. 

● IUCN Status: Near Threatened 

● Habitat: Grassland and savanna 

● Distribution: South Africa, Namibia, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Kenya, Uganda 

BLACK RHINO 

About two thirds the size of the white rhino, the black rhino is also known as the 'hook 

lipped' rhino. 

● IUCN Status: Critically endangered 

● Habitat: Tropical grassland, Shrublands, deserts  

● Distribution: South Africa, Namibia, Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Kenya 

GREATER ONE HORNED RHINO 

Asia's largest species of rhino, also known as the Indian rhino. 

● IUCN Status: Vulnerable 

● Habitat: Tropical grassland, shrublands, savanna 

● Distribution: India, Nepal 

SUMATRAN RHINO  

Closest living relative to the woolly rhinos. Only species to still be covered in hair.  

● IUCN Status: Critically Endangered 

● Habitat: Tropical and subtropical forests 

● Distribution: Sumatra, Sabah 

JAVAN RHINO 

All Javan rhinos in the world survive in Ujong Kulon National Park. 

1. IUCN Status: Critically Endangered 

2. Habitat: Tropical and subtropical forests 

3. Distribution: Sumatra, Sabah 



 

92. Consider the following statements, with respect to Kaziranga National Park: 

1. It lies in the state of Assam. 

2. It has the highest density of one-horned rhinos in the world. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans a) 

● Statement 1 is correct. Kaziranga National Park is a national park in the Golaghat, Karbi 

Anglong and Nagaon districts of the state of Assam, India.  

● Statement 2 is incorrect. Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary has the highest density of one-

horned rhinos in the world and second highest concentration in Assam after Kaziranga 

National Park. 

 The sanctuary hosts the largest i.e. two-thirds of the world's great one-horned 

rhinoceroses and is a World Heritage Site.  

 Kaziranga is a vast expanse of tall elephant grass, marshland, and dense tropical moist 

broadleaf forests, criss-crossed by four major rivers, including the Brahmaputra, and the 

park includes numerous small bodies of water. 

 It is home to large breeding populations of elephants, wild water buffalo, and swamp 

deer. 

 It is also recognized as an Important Bird Area by BirdLife International for conservation 

of avifaunal species.  

 When compared with other protected areas in India, Kaziranga has achieved notable 

success in wildlife conservation. 

 Located on the edge of the Eastern Himalaya biodiversity hotspot, the park combines high 

species diversity and visibility. 

 

93. Which of the following are the neighbouring countries of United Kingdom: 

1. France  

2. Portugal  

3. Denmark 



4. Finland 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

b) 1, 2 and 4 only 

c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

d) All of the above  

Ans a) 

● The UK is an island nation, but shares an open land border with Ireland.  

● It neighbours several countries by sea, including France, Belgium, the Netherlands, 

Germany, Portugal, Spain, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, the Faroe Islands and Iceland. 

 

 

 

 

94.  Consider the following statements with respect to National Clean Air Programme 

(NCAP): 

1. The programme (NCAP) was launched as a long-term, time-bound, national level strategy 

to tackle the air pollution problem across the country in a comprehensive manner. 



2. The programme targets to achieve 20% to 30% reduction in Particulate Matter 

concentrations by 2024 keeping 2017 as the base year for the comparison of 

concentration. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans c) 

● Statement 1 is correct. In January 2019, the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 

Change (MoEFCC) launched the National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) as a long-term, 

time-bound, national level strategy to tackle the air pollution problem across the country 

in a comprehensive manner. 

● Statement 2 is correct. The programme targets to achieve 20% to 30% reduction in 

Particulate Matter concentrations by 2024 keeping 2017 as the base year for the 

comparison of concentration. 

● Under NCAP, 122 non-attainment cities have been identified across the country based on 

the Air Quality data from 2014-2018.  

● The city specific action plans have been prepared which, inter-alia, include measures for 

strengthening the monitoring network, reducing vehicular/industrial emissions, 

increasing public awareness etc. 

● Implementation of the city specific action plans are regularly monitored by Committees 

at Central and State level namely Steering Committee, Monitoring Committee and 

Implementation Committee. 

● Air quality of cities is monitored by State Pollution Control Boards which publishes their 

results from time to time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



95.  Consider the following statements with respect to particulate matter (PM): 

1. It is a mixture of solid particles and liquid droplets found in the air. 

2. It generally includes only those particles which are with diameters 10 micrometers and 

smaller. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans c) 

● Statement 1 is correct. PM stands for particulate matter (also called particle pollution): 

the term for a mixture of solid particles and liquid droplets found in the air. Some 

particles, such as dust, dirt, soot, or smoke, are large or dark enough to be seen with the 

naked eye. Others are so small they can only be detected using an electron microscope. 

● Statement 2 is correct.Particle pollution includes: 

○ PM10 : inhalable particles, with diameters that are generally 10 micrometers and smaller; 

and 

○ PM2.5 : fine inhalable particles, with diameters that are generally 2.5 micrometers and 

smaller. 

Sources of PM:  

● These particles come in many sizes and shapes and can be made up of hundreds of 

different chemicals. 

● Some are emitted directly from a source, such as construction sites, unpaved roads, fields, 

smokestacks or fires. 

● Most particles form in the atmosphere as a result of complex reactions of chemicals such 

as sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides, which are pollutants emitted from power plants, 

industries and automobiles. 

Harmful Effects of PM 

 Particulate matter contains microscopic solids or liquid droplets that are so small that 

they can be inhaled and cause serious health problems.  

 Some particles less than 10 micrometers in diameter can get deep into your lungs and 

some may even get into the bloodstream.  



o Of these, particles less than 2.5 micrometers in diameter, also known as fine particles or 

PM2.5, pose the greatest risk to health. 

 Fine particles are also the main cause of reduced visibility (haze) in parts of the United 

States, including many of our treasured national parks and wilderness areas. 

 

96. Recently seen in news, Cham dance is from: 

a) Uttarakhand 

b) Arunachal Pradesh  

c) Ladakh 

d) Manipur 

Ans c) 

 The cham dance is a lively masked and costumed dance from Ladakh. 

 It is associated with some sects of Tibetan Buddhism and Buddhist festivals.  

 The dance is accompanied by music played by monks, using traditional Tibetan 

instruments and is usually performed by a few selected sects of Buddhism. 

 The dances often offer moral instruction relating to karuṇā (compassion) for sentient 

beings and are held to bring merit to all who perceive them. 

 Chams are considered a form of meditation and an offering to the gods. 

 

97. Consider the following statements, with respect to Nationally determined contributions 

(NDCs): 

1. NDCs are related to the Paris Agreement. 

2. NDCs are submitted every five years to the UNFCCC secretariat. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans d) 

● Statement 1 is correct. NDCs are at the heart of the Paris Agreement and the achievement 

of these long-term goals.  

● NDCs embody efforts by each country to reduce national emissions and adapt to the 

impacts of climate change. 



● The Paris Agreement requires each Party to prepare, communicate and maintain 

successive nationally determined contributions (NDCs) that it intends to achieve.  

● Parties shall pursue domestic mitigation measures, with the aim of achieving the 

objectives of such contributions. 

● The Paris Agreement requests each country to outline and communicate their post-2020 

climate actions, known as their NDCs. 

● Together, these climate actions determine whether the world achieves the long-term 

goals of the Paris Agreement. 

● Statement 2 is correct. NDCs are submitted every five years to the UNFCCC secretariat. In 

order to enhance the ambition over time the Paris Agreement provides that successive 

NDCs will represent a progression compared to the previous NDC and reflect its highest 

possible ambition. 

● Parties are requested to submit the next round of NDCs (new NDCs or updated NDCs) by 

2020 and every five years thereafter (e.g. by 2020, 2025, 2030), regardless of their 

respective implementation time frames. 

 

98. The battle was fought between the invading forces of Babur and the Lodi dynasty. It took 

place in North India and marked the beginning of the Mughal Empire and the end of the 

Delhi Sultanate. This was one of the earliest battles involving gunpowder firearms and 

field artillery in the Indian subcontinent which were introduced by Mughals in this battle.  

The above description is for which of the following: 

a) First Battle of Panipat 

b) Second Battle of Panipat 

c) Third Battle of Panipat 

d) Fourth Battle of Panipat 

Ans a) 

The First Battle of Panipat 

● The First Battle of Panipat, on 21 April 1526, was fought between the invading forces of 

Babur and the Lodi dynasty. It took place in North India and marked the beginning of the 

Mughal Empire and the end of the Delhi Sultanate. This was one of the earliest battles 

involving gunpowder firearms and field artillery in the Indian subcontinent which were 

introduced by Mughals in this battle. 

 Second Battle of Panipat 



● The Second Battle of Panipat was fought on 5 November 1556, between the Hindu 

emperor of north India, Hemu, and the forces of the Mughal emperor Akbar. Hemu had 

conquered the states of Delhi and Agra a few weeks earlier by defeating the Mughals led 

by Tardi Beg Khan at the Battle of Delhi and proclaimed himself Raja Vikramaditya at a 

coronation in Purana Quila in Delhi. Akbar and his guardian Bairam Khan who, after 

learning of the loss of Agra and Delhi, marched to Panipat to reclaim the lost territories. 

The two armies clashed at Panipat not far from the site of the First Battle of Panipat of 

1526. 

● Hemu and his forces held the numerical superiority. However, Hemu was wounded by an 

arrow in the middle of the battle and fell unconscious. Seeing their leader going down, his 

army panicked and dispersed. Unconscious and almost dead, Hemu was captured and 

subsequently beheaded by Bairam Khan. The battle ended in a decisive Mughal victory. 

The Third Battle of Panipat  

 The Third Battle of Panipat took place on 14 January 1761 at Panipat, about 97 km north 

of Delhi, between the Maratha Empire and the invading Afghan army (of Ahmad Shah 

Durrani), supported by four Indian allies, the Rohillas under the command of Najib-ud-

daulah, Afghans of the Doab region, and the Nawab of Awadh, Shuja-ud-Daula. The 

Maratha army was led by Sadashivrao Bhau who was third in authority after the 

Chhatrapati (Maratha King) and the Peshwa (Maratha Prime Minister). The main Maratha 

army was stationed in Deccan with the Peshwa. 

 Militarily, the battle pitted the artillery and cavalry of the Marathas against the heavy 

cavalry and mounted artillery of the Afghans and Rohillas led by Abdali and Najib-ud-

Daulah, both ethnic Afghans. The battle is considered one of the largest and most eventful 

fought in the 18th century, and it has perhaps the largest number of fatalities in a single 

day reported in a classic formation battle between two armies. 

 The battle lasted for several days and involved over 125,000 troops. The forces led by 

Ahmad Shah Durrani came out victorious after destroying several Maratha flanks 

 

99. Recently seen in news, FASTER System is introduced by: 

a) Reserve Bank of India 

b) Supreme Court of India  

c) Ministry of Road Transport & Highways 

d) Ministry of Civil Aviation 



Ans b) 

FASTER- Fast and Secured Transmission of Electronic Records 

 Recently this system has been introduced by the Supreme Court of India. 

 The system is meant to ensure that undertrials are not made to wait for days on end 

behind bars to be released because the certified hard copies of their bail orders took time 

to reach the prison. 

The system has been conceived for the delivery of orders to concerned prisons, District 

Courts, High Courts, as the case may be, for instantaneous delivery of orders passed by 

apex court through a secure communication channel. 

 

100. Recently seen in news, Arjun Mk-1A is: 

a) Missile 

b) Drone 

c) Torpedo 

d) Battle Tank  

Ans d) 

 Recently, the defence ministry has placed an order worth ₹7,523 crore with Heavy 

Vehicles Factory, Avadi, for 118 locally made Arjun Mk-1A tanks to sharpen the army’s 

combat edge. The army’s existing tank fleet consists of T-90, T-72 and the Arjun Mk-1 

tanks. 

 The Arjun Mk-1A is an upgraded version of the Arjun Mk-1 main battle tank (MBT) 

currently in army service. 

 The new tank will come with 72 upgrades over the existing variant including 14 major 

improvements, officials familiar with the development said.  

 The upgrades significantly enhance the tank’s lethality, mobility and survivability. 

 The Mk-1A is equipped with accurate and superior firepower, all-terrain mobility and 

invincible multi-layered protection provided by an array of advanced technology 

systems. It can take on the enemy during day and night.  

 By virtue of these capabilities, this indigenous MBT will be on a par with any 

contemporary in its class across the globe. 

 

 



101. Consider the following statements in the context of “Socio Economic Caste Census 

(SECC-2011)”: 

1. It falls under the Census Act of 1948. 

2. It enumerated data on all the castes residing in India. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans d) 

 Statement 1 is incorrect. The Census falls under the Census Act of 1948, hence, all data 

under Census are considered confidential, whereas SECC does not fall under Census Act 

of 1948. 

o Hence, all the personal information given in the SECC is open for use by Government 

departments to grant and/or restrict benefits to households. 

 Statement 2 is incorrect. In the Census, only the castes and tribes which are specifically 

notified as Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes as per the Constitution (Scheduled 

Castes) Order 1950 and the Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order, 1950 (as amended 

from time to time) are enumerated.  

About: 

 SECC-2011 was the first paperless census in India which was conducted on handheld 

electronic devices. 

 Also, it  was the first-ever caste-based census since the 1931 census of India. 

 SECC 2011 has three census components which were conducted by three separate 

authorities but under the overall coordination of the Department of Rural Development 

in the Government of India.  

o Census in Rural Areas has been conducted by the Department of Rural Development 

(DoRD).  

o Census in Urban areas is under the administrative jurisdiction of the Ministry of Housing 

and Urban Poverty Alleviation (MoHUPA). 

o Caste Census is under the administrative control of the Ministry of Home Affairs: 

Registrar General of India (RGI) and Census Commissioner of India. 

 



102. Consider the following statements, with respect to Pacific Ocean: 

1. It is the largest and deepest ocean of the earth. 

2. It covers about one-third of the earth’s surface. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans c) 

 Statement 1 is correct. The Pacific Ocean is the largest and deepest of Earth's oceanic 

divisions.  

 It extends from the Arctic Ocean in the north to the Southern Ocean (Antarctica) in the 

south and is bounded by the continents of Asia and Australia in the west and the Americas 

in the east. 

 Statement 2 is correct. It covers about one-third of the earth’s surface. At 165,250,000 

square kilometers in the area, this largest division of the World Ocean—and, in turn, the 

hydrosphere—covers about 46% of Earth's water surface and about 32% of its total 

surface area, larger than all of Earth's land area combined. 

 Challenger Deep in the Mariana Trench, located in the western north Pacific, is the 

deepest point in the world, reaching a depth of 10,928 meters (35,853 feet). 

 The Pacific also contains the deepest point in the Southern Hemisphere, the Horizon Deep 

in the Tonga Trench, at 10,823 meters (35,509 feet).  

 The western Pacific has many major marginal seas, including but not limited to the South 

China Sea, the East China Sea, the Sea of Japan, the Sea of Okhotsk, the Philippine Sea, the 

Coral Sea, and the Tasman Sea. 

 

103. Consider the following statements, with respect to Article 143 of the Constitution 

of India: 

1. Article 143 of the Constitution of India confers upon the Supreme Court advisory 

jurisdiction. 

2. It is mandatory for the Supreme Court to tender its advice, each time the President seeks 

its opinion under this article. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 



a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans b) 

 Statement 1 is correct. Article 143 of the Constitution of India confers upon the Supreme 

Court advisory jurisdiction. 

 Statement 1 is correct. Article 143, the Constitution authorises the President to seek the 

opinion of the Supreme Court in the two categories of matters: 

o On any question of law or fact of public importance which has arisen or which is likely to 

arise. 

o On any dispute arising out of any pre constitution treaty, agreement, covenant, 

engagement, sanador other similar instruments. 

 In the first case, the Supreme Court may tender or may refuse to tender its opinion to the 

president.  

 But, in the second case, the Supreme Court ‘must’ tender its opinion to the president.  

 In both the cases, the opinion expressed by the Supreme Court is only advisory and not a 

judicial pronouncement. Hence, not binding on the president.  

According to Article 145 (3) of the Constitution, at least five judges need to hear cases 

that involve ‘a substantial question of law as to the interpretation’ of the Constitution, or 

any reference under Article 143. 

 

 

104. Consider the following statements, with respect to Economically Weaker Sections 

(EWS): 

1. The 103rd Constitutional Amendment Act introduced an economic reservation in jobs 

and admissions in education institutes for Economically Weaker Sections (EWS). 

2. The act amended Article 14 to give effect to its provisions. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 



Ans a) 

 Statement 1 is correct, but 2 is incorrect. The 103rd Constitutional Amendment Act 

introduced an economic reservation (10% quota) in jobs and admissions in education 

institutes for Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) by amending Articles 15 and 16. 

 It inserted Article 15 (6) and Article 16 (6). 

 The new clause (6) to Article 15 allows the government to carve reservation for the 

economically weaker sections of society in higher educational institutions, including 

private ones, whether they are aided or not by the State.  

o Minority educational institutions are exempted.  

 Similarly, the new clause (6) to Article 16 provides for quota for economically deprived 

sections in the initial appointment in government services. 

 

105. Which of the following Indian states share their border with Myanmar: 

1. Assam 

2. Arunachal Pradesh 

3. Tripura 

4. Manipur 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 4 only 

d)  2 and 4 only 

Ans d) 

 Four Northeast Indian states share the border with Myanmar: Arunachal Pradesh, 

Nagaland, Mizoram, and Manipur. 

 



 

 

 

106. Recently seen in news Gulab is the name for: 

a) new variety of Basmati rice 

b) crater in the moon 

c) Cyclone 

d) Search operation by Indian Army. 

Ans c) 

Gulab is name given to a cyclone which has recently crossed the north Andhra Pradesh 

and south Odisha coast about 20 km north of Kalingapatnam with maximum wind speed 

of 75-85 km per hour , triggering widespread rain in the region. 

 

 

 



107. Consider the following statements with respect to  pricing policy in India: 

1. Sugar prices are market driven depending on demand & supply of sugar. 

2. There is no provision for Minimum Selling Price (MSP) of sugar by the government of 

India. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 2 both 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans a) 

● Statement 1 is correct. Prices of sugar are market driven & depend on demand & supply 

of sugar.  

● Statement 2 is incorrect. With a view to protect the interests of farmers, the concept of 

Minimum Selling Price (MSP) of sugar has been introduced in 2018,  so that industry may 

get at least the minimum cost of production of sugar, so as to enable them to clear cane 

price dues of farmers. 

○ MSP of sugar has been fixed taking into account the components of Fair & Remunerative 

Price (FRP) of sugarcane and minimum conversion cost of the most efficient mills.  

● In exercise of the powers conferred by the Essential Commodities Act, 1955, Government 

has notified Sugar Price (Control) Order, 2018.  

Under the provisions of said order, the Government has fixed Minimum Selling Price 

(MSP) of sugar. 

 

108.  State of Uttar Pradesh shares its border with which of the following: 

1. Himachal Pradesh 

2. Punjab 

3. Jharkhand 

4. Chattisgarh 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1, 2 and 4 only 

b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 3 and 4 only 



Ans b) 

● Uttar Pradesh state shares its border with nine different Indian states and a country 

(Nepal).  

● These states are—Rajasthan, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Delhi, Uttarakhand, Bihar, 

Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh. And Nepal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



109.  Often seen in news, especially amidst covid pandemic the term, Antibodies refers 

to: 

a) Microorganisms such as bacteria, fungi viruses, and other foreign particles.  

b) large molecules of proteins, present on the surface of the pathogen- such as bacteria, fungi 

viruses, and other foreign particles.  

c) proteins produced naturally by the immune system that target a specific foreign object. 

d) None of the above 

Ans c) 

● Antigens are molecules capable of stimulating an immune response. Each antigen has 

distinct surface features, or epitopes, resulting in specific responses. 

● Antibodies (immunoglobulins) are Y-shaped proteins produced by B cells of the immune 

system in response to exposure to antigens.  

○ Each antibody contains a paratope which recognizes a specific epitope on an antigen, 

acting like a lock and key binding mechanism.   

○ This binding helps to eliminate antigens from the body, either by direct neutralization or 

by ‘tagging’ for other arms of the immune system. 

 

110.  Leukaemia, Lymphomas, Soft tissue sarcomas refers to: 

a) Cancer diseases 

b) Rare genetic disorder diseases 

c) Neglected tropical diseases 

d) Cardiac diseases 

Ans a) 

 Leukaemia, Lymphomas, Soft tissue sarcomas refers to Cancer diseases 

 According to ‘Clinicopathological Profile of Cancers in India: A Report of the Hospital 

Based Cancer Registries, 2021’ by Indian Council of Medical Research’s (ICMR)- the 

proportion of all cancer cases was higher in men (52.4%) than women (47.4%).  

 

111. Recently seen in news Formosa Strait separates: 

a) Taiwan and mainland China 

b) Sumatra and Java islands 

c) Morocco and Spain  

d) Taiwan and Luzon island of the Philippines. 



Ans a) 

 The Formosa Strait is the other name for Taiwan Strait, separating Taiwan and mainland 

China. 

o The strait is currently part of the South China Sea and connects to the East China Sea to 

the north. The narrowest part is 130 km wide. 

 The Sunda Strait is the strait between the Indonesian islands of Java and Sumatra. 

 The Luzon Strait is the strait between Taiwan and Luzon island of the Philippines. 

 Bass Strait is a strait separating the island of Tasmania from the Australian mainland. 

 

112. Consider the following statements, with respect to Ayushman Bharat Digital 

Mission: 

1. The Mission includes a health ID for every citizen of the nation. 

2. The Mission also includes Healthcare Professionals Registry (HPR) and Healthcare 

Facilities Registries (HFR) that will act as a repository of all healthcare providers across 

both modern and traditional systems of medicine.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans c) 

 The nation-wide rollout of Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission coincides with NHA 

celebrating the third anniversary of Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana 

(AB PM-JAY).   

o Currently, Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission is being implemented in pilot phase in six 

Union Territories. 

 The Mission will enable access and exchange of longitudinal health records of citizens 

with their consent.  

 Statement 1 is correct. The key components of Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission include 

a health ID for every citizen that will also work as their health account, to which personal 

health records can be linked and viewed with the help of a mobile application.  



 Statement 2 is correct. The mission also includes Healthcare Professionals Registry (HPR) 

and Healthcare Facilities Registries (HFR) that will act as a repository of all healthcare 

providers across both modern and traditional systems of medicine.  

o This will ensure ease of doing business for doctors/hospitals and healthcare service 

providers. 

 This Mission will create interoperability within the digital health ecosystem, similar to 

the role played by the Unified Payments Interface in revolutionizing payments.  

 

113. Consider the following statements, with respect to Akash Missile System: 

1. Akash is a long-range mobile surface-to-air missile (SAM) system. 

2. Recently ISRO has successfully tested a new version of Akash Surface to Air missile- 

Akash Prime. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans c) 

● Statement 2 is incorrect. The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) 

has successfully tested a new version of Akash Surface to Air missile Akash Prime from 

the Integrated Test Range at Chandipur, Odisha. 

● Statement 1 is incorrect. Akash is a medium-range mobile surface-to-air missile (SAM) 

system. 

● It is jointly developed by the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) 

and produced by Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL). 

● The missile is capable of neutralising aerial targets like fighter jets, cruise missiles and 

air-to-surface missiles as well as ballistic missiles. 

○ It can target aircraft at the range up to 50–80 km away, at altitudes up to 18,000m. 

● At present it is in operational service with the Indian Army and the Indian Air Force. 

Akash Prime 

 Compared to the existing Akash System, Akash Prime is equipped with an indigenous 

active Radio Frequency (RF) seeker for improved accuracy. 



 Also other improvements ensure more reliable performance under low temperature 

environments at higher altitudes. 

 

 

114. Often seen in news, ATAGS is a: 

a) Helicopter  

b) Missile  

c) Artillery Gun 

d) Tank  

Ans c) 

 The Advanced Towed Array Gun System (ATAGS) is a 155mm, 52 calibre heavy artillery 

gun. 

 It is being jointly developed by the DRDO in partnership with Bharat Forge and the Tata 

Group. 

 In August 2018, the Defence Acquisition Council approved the purchase of 150 of these 

guns at an approximate ₹3,365 crore which would be split between the two companies. 

 

115. Consider the following statements, with respect to The UN General Assembly 

(UNGA): 

1. It is the main policy-making organ of the United Nations. 

2. Each of the 193 Member States of the United Nations has an equal vote in UNGA. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 Ans c) 

● Statement 1 is correct. The UN General Assembly (UNGA) is the main policy-making organ 

of the United Nations. 

● Comprising all Member States, it provides a unique forum for multilateral discussion of 

the full spectrum of international issues covered by the Charter of the United Nations.  

● Statement 2 is correct. Each of the 193 Member States of the United Nations has an equal 

vote in the UNGA. 



●  The UNGA also makes key decisions for the UN, including: 

○  appointing the Secretary-General on the recommendation of the Security Council. 

○ electing the non-permanent members of the Security Council. 

○ approving the UN budget 

● The Assembly meets in regular sessions from September to December each year, and 

thereafter as required.  

● It discusses specific issues through dedicated agenda items or sub-items, which lead to 

the adoption of resolutions. 

 

 

116. Recently seen in news Asola Bhatti Wildlife Sanctuary is situated in: 

a) Haryana 

b) Rajasthan 

c) Madhya Pradesh  

d) Odisha 

Ans a) 

● Asola-Bhatti Wildlife Sanctuary lies on the Southern Delhi Ridge of Aravalli hill range, one 

of the oldest mountain systems of the world, on Delhi-Haryana border. 

● An area of 1km around the Asola Bhatti Wildlife Sanctuary in Gurugram and Faridabad is 

an Eco-sensitive zone. 

● Wildlife habitats inside the sanctuary act as a water recharge zone for Delhi, Faridabad 

and Gurugram. 

● The Delhi government will organise a Wildlife Conservation Awareness Campaign at 

Asola Bhatti Wildlife Sanctuary. 

 

 

117. Recently which of the following state/UT has launched Desh Bhakti Curriculum: 

a) Uttar Pradesh 

b) Delhi  

c) Chandigarh 

d) Madhya Pradesh  

Ans b) 



● Recently the Delhi government had launched its ambitious Deshbhakti Curriculum to 

mark Shaheed-e-Azam Bhagat Singh’s birth anniversary. 

● The Curriculum intends to bring the spirit of patriotism in each citizen to the fore — in 

this case schoolchildren.  

● The curriculum will be rolled out from nursery to Class XII as and when the schools 

reopen and it will have no textbooks for students but for facilitators teaching it. 

 

118. Which of the following organisation publishes, the World Happiness Report: 

a) World Economic Forum  

b) World Bank  

c) United Nations Sustainable Development Solutions Network. 

d) World Health Organisation 

Ans c) 

● The World Happiness Report is published by the United Nations Sustainable 

Development Solutions Network. 

● The United Nations World Happiness Report of 2021- Finland was once again crowned 

as the world's happiest country, while India ranks 139 out of 149 countries.  

Significance of the report: 

● Until the beginning of the publication of the United Nations World Happiness Report in 

2012, happiness was not considered an objective of governance. But it has now emerged 

as a new measure of the quality of governance.  

● The connection between law, governance and happiness has been gaining considerable 

attention over the years.  

○ This is because the report has shown time and again that countries with a higher GDP and 

higher per capita income are not necessarily the happiest. 

 

119. Consider the following statements about the United Nations Convention relating 

to the Status of Refugees 1951 and its 1967 protocol. 

1. The core principles of the convention are non-discrimination, non-penalization and non-

refoulement.  

2. India is not a signatory of the 1951 Convention or the 1967 Protocol. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 



b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans c) 

 Grounded in Article 14 of the Universal Declaration of human rights 1948, which 

recognizes the right of persons to seek asylum from persecution in other countries, the 

United Nations Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, adopted in 1951, is the 

centrepiece of international refugee protection today. 

 The Convention entered into force on 22 April 1954, and it has been subject to only one 

amendment in the form of a 1967 Protocol, which removed the geographic and temporal 

limits of the 1951 Convention. 

 Statement 1 is correct: The Convention is both a status and rights-based instrument and 

is underpinned by a number of fundamental principles, most notably non-discrimination, 

non-penalization and non-refoulement.  

 Convention provisions, for example, are to be applied without discrimination as to race, 

religion or country of origin. 

 It defines a refugee as a person who is outside his or her country of nationality or habitual 

residence; has a well-founded fear of being persecuted because of his or her race, religion, 

nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion; and is unable or 

unwilling to avail him—or herself of the protection of that country, or to return there, for 

fear of persecution. 

 People who fulfill this definition are entitled to the rights and bound by the duties 

contained in the 1951 Convention. 

 The 1967 Protocol broadens the applicability of the 1951 Convention. The 1967 Protocol 

removes the geographical and time limits that were part of the 1951 Convention. These 

limits initially restricted the Convention to persons who became refugees due to events 

occurring in Europe before 1 January 1951. 

 Statement 2 is correct: India is not a signatory of the 1951 UN Convention or the 1967 

Protocol. 

 

 

 

 



120. Often seen in news, Zoji La pass is located in: 

a) Jammu and Kashmir 

b) Himachal Pradesh 

c) Ladakh 

d) Arunachal Pradesh 

 Ans c) 

● Zoji La is a high mountain pass located in the Kargil district of Ladakh. 

● The pass links Leh and Srinagar and provides an important link between Union 

Territories of Ladakh and Kashmir. 

 Zojila tunnel 

● It is in the news due to the construction of  Zojila tunnel.  

● The 13.5-km tunnel will be Asia’s longest bi-directional tunnel and will allow all-weather 

connectivity between Ladakh and Srinagar, which is disrupted during the winter months.  

● It is located at 11,578 feet above sea level. 

 

121. The Supreme court of India has banned use of five chemicals in firecrackers. Which 

of the following are included in the this list: 

1. Antimony 

2. Lithium  

3. Mercury  

4. Arsenic 

5. Lead 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a)   1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

b)   1, 2, 4 and 5 only 

c)   1, 3, 4 and 5 only 

d)   All the above 

Ans d) 

● Lead, Antimony, Lithium , Mercury and Arsenic are the five chemicals whose use has been 

banned in firecrackers by the Supreme court after all these chemicals were labelled as 

toxic by the Central Pollution  Control Board. 



○ The Supreme Court in Arjun Gopal vs Union Of India Case of 2018 had banned toxic 

ingredients like barium in fireworks, in order to uphold the “right to life of innocent 

people”. 

 

 

122. With respect to the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB), consider the following 

statements: 

1. It was constituted under the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981. 

2. It advises the Central Government on any matter concerning prevention and control of 

water and air pollution and improvement of the quality of air. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 2 both 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans b) 

● The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB), is a statutory organisation. 

● Statement 1 is incorrect. It was constituted under the Water (Prevention and Control of 

Pollution) Act, 1974.  

○ Further, CPCB was entrusted with the powers and functions under the Air (Prevention 

and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981. 

● Statement 2 is correct. It advises the Central Government on any matter concerning 

prevention and control of water and air pollution and improvement of the quality of air. 

● It serves as a field formation and also provides technical services to the Ministry of 

Environment and Forests of the provisions of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.  

● Principal Functions of the CPCB, as spelt out in the Water (Prevention and Control of 

Pollution) Act, 1974, and the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981,  

○ to promote cleanliness of streams and wells in different areas of the States by prevention, 

control and abatement of water pollution, and  

○ to improve the quality of air and to prevent, control or abate air pollution in the country. 

 

 

 



123. Recently seen in news, Mihir Bhoj was the ruler of which of the following dynasty: 

a) Gupta 

b) Pallavas 

c) Gurjara Pratihara  

d) Rashtrakutas  

Ans c) 

● Mihir Bhoj was the ruler of the Gurjara Pratihara dynasty in the 9th century, whose 

empire extended from Multan to Bengal and from Kashmir to northern Maharashtra. 

● Mihir Bhoj had made Kannauj his capital.  

● He was a devotee of Vishnu, therefore in honor of Vishnu, assumed titles like Varaha and 

Prabhas. 

● The achievements of Mihir Bhoj have been described in his Gwalior Prashasti inscription. 

Recently the ruler has been in news due to a dispute between the Gurjar and Rajput 

society regarding Raja Mihir Bhoj, considering him as their ancestor.  

 

124. Consider the following statements with respect to ‘Prime Minister's Citizen 

Assistance and Relief in Emergency Situations Fund (PM CARES Fund): 

1. The fund consists of both voluntary contributions from individuals/organizations and 

budgetary support. 

2. Donations to PM CARES Fund would qualify for 100% exemption under the Income Tax 

Act, 1961. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans a) 

● Statement 1 is incorrect. The fund consists entirely of voluntary contributions from 

individuals/organizations and does not get any budgetary support. 

● Statement 2 is correct. Donations to PM CARES Fund would qualify for 100% exemption 

under the Income Tax Act, 1961. 

● Donations to PM CARES Fund will also qualify to be counted as Corporate Social 

Responsibility (CSR) expenditure under the Companies Act, 2013 



● PM CARES Fund has also got exemption under the FCRA and a separate account for 

receiving foreign donations has been opened. 

○ This enables PM CARES Fund to accept donations and contributions from individuals and 

organizations based in foreign countries. 

About: 

● Prime Minister is the ex-officio Chairman of the PM CARES Fund and Minister of Defence, 

Minister of Home Affairs and Minister of Finance, Government of India are ex-officio 

Trustees of the Fund. 

● The fund was created to undertake and support relief or assistance of any kind relating 

to a public health emergency or any other kind of emergency, calamity or distress, either 

man-made or natural, including the creation or upgradation of healthcare or 

pharmaceutical facilities, other necessary infrastructure, funding relevant research or 

any other type of support. 

● The Fund has been registered as a Public Charitable Trust, hence does not come under 

the ambit of Right to Information Act, 2005.  

 

125. Consider the following statements with respect to Nipah virus (NiV): 

1. It is a zoonotic virus. 

2. The organism which causes Nipah Virus encephalitis is an RNA or Ribonucleic acid virus 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans d) 

● Statement 1 is correct. It is a zoonotic virus , hence it can be transmitted from animals to 

humans. 

○ It has also been found among several species of domestic animals including dogs, cats, 

goats, horses and sheep. 

● Statement 2  is correct. The organism which causes Nipah Virus encephalitis is an RNA or 

Ribonucleic acid virus. 

● The virus first broke out in Malaysia and Singapore in 1998 and 1999. 

Transmission: 



● The disease spreads through fruit bats or ‘flying foxes,’who are natural reservoir hosts of 

the Nipah virus. 

○ The virus is present in bat urine and potentially, bat faeces, saliva, and birthing fluids. 

● Currently, there are no vaccines for both humans and animals.  

○ Intensive supportive care is given to humans infected by Nipah virus. 

 


