
 

 

July MCQ Compilation 

 

1. Which of the following indices/reports is/are released by the Niti Aayog? 

1. Healthy States, Progressive India Report  

2. Composite Water Management Index  

3. SDG India Index  

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1,2 and 3 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

About NITI Aayog 

● The National Institution for Transforming India, also called NITI Aayog, was formed via a 

resolution of the Union Cabinet on January 1, 2015.  

● NITI Aayog is the premier policy ‘Think Tank’ of the Government of India, providing both 

directional and policy inputs.  

● While designing strategic and long term policies and programmes for the Government of 

India, NITI Aayog also provides relevant technical advice to the Centre and States. 

Objectives 

● To foster cooperative federalism through structured support initiatives and mechanisms 

with the States on a continuous basis, recognizing that strong States make a strong nation. 

● To develop mechanisms to formulate credible plans at the village level and aggregate these 

progressively at higher levels of government. 

● To ensure, in areas that are specifically referred to it, that the interests of national security 

are incorporated in economic strategy and policy. 

● To pay special attention to the sections of our society that may be at risk of not benefitting 

adequately from economic progress. 



 

● To provide advice and encourage partnerships between key stakeholders and national 

and international like-minded Think Tanks, as well as educational and policy research 

institutions. 

● To create a knowledge, innovation and entrepreneurial support system through a 

collaborative community of national and international experts, practitioners and other 

partners. 

Governing Council of NITI Aayog  

● The Governing Council of NITI Aayog is chaired by the Prime Minister and comprises Chief 

Ministers of all the States and Union Territories with legislatures; Lt Governors of other 

Union Territories; Ex-Officio Members; Vice Chairperson; Full-time Members; Special 

Invitees and Chief Executive Officer. 

● It is the premier body tasked with evolving a shared vision of national priorities and 

strategies, with the active involvement of States, in shaping the development narrative.  

● The Governing Council, which embodies the objectives of cooperative federalism, presents a 

platform to discuss inter-sectoral, inter-departmental and federal issues to accelerate the 

implementation of the national development agenda. 

Important reports released by Niti Aayog 

● Healthy States, Progressive India Report  

● Composite Water Management Index  

● SDG India Index  

Why in News? 

● Niti Aayog Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Amitabh Kant's tenure has been extended by one-

year extension till June 2022. 

● The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has approved the extension in tenure of 

Kant. 

About Appointments Committee of the Cabinet  

● It is chaired by the Prime Minister. 

● It decides all higher-level appointments in the Central Secretariat, Public Enterprises, Banks 

and Financial Institutions. 

 

 



 

 

2. Consider the following statements about Arctic Council 

1) It was established through the Ottawa Declaration of 1996.  

2) India is an observer of the Arctic Council. 

3) The Council is a treaty-based international legal entity like the UN bodies. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1,2 and 3 

 Answer: A 

Explanation 

About the Council 

● The Arctic Council is the leading intergovernmental forum promoting cooperation, 

coordination and interaction among the Arctic States, Arctic Indigenous peoples and other 

Arctic inhabitants on common Arctic issues, in particular on issues of sustainable 

development and environmental protection in the Arctic. It was formally established in 

1996. 

● The Council was established by the eight Arctic States — the countries whose territories 

fall in the Arctic region — through the Ottawa Declaration of 1996. The eight Arctic States 

— Canada, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Russia, Sweden and the United States 

— are the only members of the Arctic Council. Hence statement 1 is correct. 

● Besides them, six organisations representing the indigenous people of the Arctic region 

have been granted the status of permanent participants. All decision-making happens 

through consensus between the eight members, and in consultation with the permanent 

participants. 

● The Council is not a treaty-based international legal entity like the UN bodies or trade, 

military or regional groupings like WTO, NATO or ASEAN. It is only an intergovernmental 

‘forum’ to promote cooperation in regulating the activities in the Arctic region. It is much 

more informal grouping. Hence statement 3 is incorrect. 



 

● Through six working groups, each dealing with a specific subject, the Arctic Council seeks to 

evolve a consensus on the activities that can be carried out in the Arctic region in keeping 

with the overall objective of conserving the pristine environment, biodiversity, and the 

interests and well-being of the local populations. 

● India is an observer of the Arctic Council. Hence statement 2 is correct. 

 

India’s involvement in the Arctic 

● India is one of the very few countries to set up a permanent station in the Arctic for the 

purposes of scientific research. The polar regions offer some unique opportunities to carry 

out research related to atmospheric and climate sciences that cannot be done anywhere else. 

● The Himadri research station, located in Ny Alesund, Svalbard in Norway, about 1200 km 

south of the North Pole, was started in 2008. The Goa-based National Centre for Antarctic 



 

and Ocean Research (NCOAR) is the nodal organisation coordinating the research activities 

at this station. 

● The station has been used to carry out a variety of biological, glaciological and atmospheric 

and climate sciences research projects in the last one decade, with over 200 scientists from 

a number of institutions, universities and laboratories having accessed the facilities at the 

station. 

● Himadri came on the back of India’s three-decade experience of carrying out scientific 

research in the polar regions of Antarctica which began in 1981. India’s first permanent 

station in Antarctica (Dakshin Gangotri) was set up way back in 1983. In 2010, Indian 

scientists undertook a scientific expedition to the South Pole as well. India is now among the 

very few countries which have multiple research stations in the Antarctic. 

Commercial and strategic interests 

● The Arctic region is very rich in some minerals, and oil and gas. With some parts of the 

Arctic melting due to global warming, the region also opens up the possibility of new 

shipping routes that can reduce existing distances. Countries which already have ongoing 

activities in the Arctic hope to have a stake in the commercial exploitation of natural 

resources present in the region. 

● The Arctic Council does not prohibit the commercial exploitation of resources in the 

Arctic. It only seeks to ensure that it is done in a sustainable manner without harming the 

interests of local populations and in conformity with the local environment. 

Why in News? 

● The Russian Federation has assumed the rotating chairmanship of the Arctic Council 

recently. 

● The Chairmanship of the Arctic Council rotates every two years among the Arctic States. The 

Russian Federation chairs from 2021 to 2023. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

3. Which of the following is/are the members of the Organization of the Petroleum 

Exporting Countries (OPEC) initiative ? 

1. United Arab Emirates 

2. Sudan 

3. Ecuador 

4. China 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 2, 3 and 4 only 

b) 1 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

OPEC 

About OPEC arrangement  

● The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) is a group consisting of 13 

of the world’s major oil-exporting nations.  

● Countries that belong to OPEC include Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, and Venezuela 

(the five founders), plus the United Arab Emirates, Libya, Algeria, Nigeria, Angola, Congo, 

Equatorial Guinea and Gabon.  

● Note: Ecuador and Qatar terminated their membership of OPEC recently. 

● OPEC was founded in 1960 to coordinate the petroleum policies of its members and to 

provide member states with technical and economic aid.  

● OPEC is used to work as a cartel and fix prices in a favourable band. It could bring down 

prices by increasing oil production and raise prices by cutting production. 

OPEC Plus 

● The 2014 oil crisis, which was accentuated by oversupply of crude, brought down prices 

below $30 a barrel. Since then, OPEC has been working with non-OPEC countries like 

Russia, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Brunei, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Mexico, Oman, Sudan and South 

Sudan to fix the global prices and supply. 



 

● Known as the “OPEC Plus” arrangement, this alliance kept production lower and pumped 

up the prices. 

Why in News? 

● Ahead of a critical OPEC meeting on July 1, India’s Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister 

Dharmendra Pradhan said he is persuading oil exporting countries to moderate surging oil 

prices and warned that high prices would push the country to tap alternative petroleum 

import sources such as Iran. 

● He also indicated that India would opt for whichever option provided competitive prices 

within its ‘global diplomatic framework’, including Iran if the economic sanctions imposed 

on it by the U.S. were lifted. 

 

4. Which of the following statements about the Agni class of missiles is incorrect? 

a) The longest of the Agni series, Agni-V is an Inter-Continental Ballistic Missile (ICBM) with a 

range of over 5,000 km. 

b) Agni-P is a new generation advanced variant of the Agni class of missiles which is a 

canisterised missile with range capability between 1,000 and 2,000 km. 

c) All missiles of Agni series have a range of 2000 kms and above. 

d) Agni was one of the missile developed under Integrated Guided Missile Development 

Program 



 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

Agni Class of Missiles 

● Agni class of missiles are the mainstay of India’s nuclear launch capability which also 

includes the Prithvi short range ballistic missiles, submarine launched ballistic missiles and 

fighter aircraft. The longest of the Agni series, Agni-V, an Inter-Continental Ballistic Missile 

(ICBM) with a range of over 5,000 km. Option A is correct. 

○ In the last few years, India has also operationalized its submarine-based nuclear launch 

capability, completing the nuclear triad. 

○ This is especially important given India’s No-First-Use policy while reserving the right of 

massive retaliation if struck with nuclear weapons first. 

Evolution of Agni 

● Agni I: Range of 700-800 km.Hence Option C is incorrect. 

● Agni II: Range more than 2000 km. 

● Agni III: Range of more than 2,500 Km 

● Agni IV: Range is more than 3,500 km and can fire from a road mobile launcher. 

● Agni-V: The longest of the Agni series, an Inter-Continental Ballistic Missile (ICBM) with a 

range of over 5,000 to 8000 km. An intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) is a missile with 

a minimum range of 5,500 kilometres primarily designed for nuclear weapons delivery 

Why in News: 

● A new generation nuclear capable ballistic missile Agni-P (Prime) was successfully test-

fired by the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO). 

○ Ballistic missile is a rocket-propelled self-guided strategic-weapons system that follows a 

ballistic trajectory to deliver a payload from its launch site to a predetermined target. 

Ballistic missiles can carry conventional high explosives as well as chemical, biological, or 

nuclear munitions. 



 

What makes Agni-P different? 

 

● Agni-P is a new generation advanced variant of the Agni class of missiles. It is a 

canisterised missile with range capability between 1,000 and 2,000 km. Option B is 

correct. 

● Agni-P has improved parameters including manoeuvring and accuracy. 

● Canisterisation of missiles reduces the time required to launch the missile while 

improving its storage and mobility. 

Related Information 

IGMDP (Integrated Guided Missile Development Program) 

● It was conceived by Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam to enable India attain self-sufficiency in the field 

of missile technology. 

● The 5 missiles developed under this program are: 

○ Agni: Ballistic missiles with different ranges, i.e. Agni (1,2,3,4,5) Option D is correct 

○ Akash: Medium range surface to air missile. 

○ Prithvi: Short range surface to surface ballistic missile. 

○ Trishul: Short range low level surface to air missile. 

○ Nag: 3rd generation anti-tank missile. 



 

Canister Based Launch System 

● Canister-based launch system—serves  as a transporting container, a shelter to store in 

a ship, and gives operational flexibility. 

● A canister launch system can be either hot or cold. In cold launch, the missile is expelled by 

gas produced by a gas generator which is not part of the missile itself, and then the missile 

ignites. 

● Cold launch is safer than hot launch because the ejection system will automatically expel the 

missile if it fails. The problem with hot launches is the heat generated by the missile at the 

time of launch. 

● The hot launch is preferable for small missiles because the ejection is handled by the 

missile's own engine. 

Nuclear Triad 

● The nuclear triad is a three-pronged military force organisation that includes land-based 

nuclear missiles, nuclear-missile-armed submarines, and strategic aircraft (such as the 

Rafale) equipped with nuclear bombs and missiles. 

● In 2020, the DRDO successfully test-fired the K-4, a submarine-launched ballistic missile 

with a range of 3,500 kilometres. 

● These missiles will be the backbone of India's Arihant class of indigenous ballistic missile 

nuclear submarines (SSBN), allowing it to launch nuclear bombs from a safe distance in 

Indian seas. 

● The sole SSBN in operation, the INS Arihant, is presently equipped with K-15 missiles with 

a range of 750 kilometres. 

● India has been able to complete its nuclear triad in recent years. Given India's No-First-Use 

policy, which reserves the right to overwhelming retribution if attacked with nuclear 

weapons first, this is especially crucial. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

5. Consider the following statements about Global Initiative on Sharing All Influenza 

Data (GISAID) 

1) GISAID is a global science initiative and primary source that provides open-access to 

genomic data of influenza viruses. 

2) It was established in 2019 in order to analyse different variants of Covid-19. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

● GISAID is a global science initiative and primary source established in 2008 that provides 

open-access to genomic data of influenza viruses. Hence statement 1 is correct and 

statement 2 is incorrect. 

● This includes genetic sequence and related clinical and epidemiological data associated 

with human viruses, and geographical as well as species-specific data associated with avian 

and other animal viruses, to help researchers understand how viruses evolve and spread 

during epidemics and pandemics. 

● It has been instrumental in analysing different variants in Covid-19 during this 

pandemic 

 

 

6. Consider the following statements about PM Formalisation of Micro Food Processing 

Enterprises (PM FME) scheme 

1) It is a central sector scheme with 100 percent funding from the centre. 

2) The scheme aims to Modernize and enhance the competitiveness of the existing individual 

micro enterprises and ensure their transition to formal sector. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 

 



 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation  

Background 

● The unorganized food processing sector in the country comprises nearly 25 lakh food 

processing enterprises which are unorganized and unregistered.  

● With only 7% of investment in plant & machinery and 3% of outstanding credit, the 

unorganized enterprises contribute to 74% of employment (a third of which are women), 

12% of output and 27% of the value addition in the food processing sector.  

● The sector faces a number of challenges including the inability of the entrepreneurs to access 

credit, high cost of institutional credit, lack of access to modern technology and inability to 

integrate with the food supply chain and compliance with the health and safety standards. 

● To address these problems, the Government of India approved an all India Centrally 

Sponsored Scheme “PM Scheme for Formalisation of Micro food processing Enterprises 

(PM FME)” in 2020. 

About the scheme 

● It was launched by the Ministry of Food Processing Industries (MoFPI). 

● The PM Formalisation of Micro Food Processing Enterprises scheme aims to 

o Modernize and enhance the competitiveness of the existing individual micro enterprises 

and ensure their transition to formal sector. Hence statement 2 is correct. 

o To support FPOs/ SHGs/ Cooperatives for delivery of package of services, creation of 

common infrastructure along the value chain, ensure backward & forward linkages, 

branding & marketing, etc. 

● Strengthening this segment will lead to reduction in wastage, creation of off-farm job 

opportunities and aid in achieving the overarching Government objective of doubling 

farmers' income. 



 

● The expenditure under the scheme would be shared in a 60:40 ratio between the Central 

and State governments and in 90:10 ratio with North Eastern and Himalayan States.  Hence 

statement 1 is incorrect.  

Objectives of the scheme  

● Increase in access to finance by micro food processing units. 

● Increase in revenues of target enterprises. 

● Enhanced compliance with food quality and safety standards. 

● Strengthening capacities of support systems. 

● Transition from the unorganized sector to the formal sector. 

● Special focus on women entrepreneurs and Aspirational districts. 

● Encourage Waste to Wealth activities. 

● Focus on minor forest produce in Tribal Districts. 

Salient features 

● 2,00,000 micro-enterprises are to be assisted with credit linked subsidies. 

● Scheme will be implemented over a 5 year period from 2020-21 to 2024-25. 

● Micro food enterprises will be supported with credit linked subsidy @ 35% of the eligible 

project cost with a ceiling of Rs.10 lakh. 

● Beneficiary contribution will be minimum 10% and balance through loan. 

● The scheme also supports SHGs/ FPOs/ Co-operatives in brand building and marketing 

for the micro-enterprises.  

● It also envisages linkage of clusters with lead buyers. 

● The Scheme would be monitored at the Centre by an Inter-Ministerial Empowered 

Committee (IMEC) under the Chairmanship of Minister, Food Processing Industries. 

● A third party evaluation and mid-term review mechanism would be built in the programme. 

Benefits of the scheme: 

● Nearly eight lakh micro- enterprises will benefit through access to information, better 

exposure and formalization. 

● Credit linked subsidy support and hand-holding will be extended to 2,00,000 micro 

enterprises for expansion and upgradation. 

● It will enable them to formalize, grow and become competitive. 

● The project is likely to generate nine lakh skilled and semi-skilled jobs. 



 

● Scheme envisages increased access to credit by existing micro food processing 

entrepreneurs, women entrepreneurs and entrepreneurs in the Aspirational Districts. 

● Better integration with organized markets. 

● Increased access to common services like sorting, grading, processing, packaging, storage 

etc. 

Why in the news? 

● Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of Micro food processing Enterprises (PMFME) Scheme 

marks the completion of its one year implementation. 

 

7.  With reference to the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihoods 

Mission (DAY-NRLM), consider the following statements. 

1. It was launched by the Ministry of Rural Development. 

2. The scheme aims at helping the rural poor by enabling them to increase household income 

through sustainable livelihood enhancements and improved access to financial services.  

3. Beneficiaries of the scheme are restricted to women with no exceptions. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

 Answer: A 

Explanation  

● Statement 1 is correct: Aajeevika-National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM) was 

launched by the Ministry of Rural Development (MoRD) in 2011.  

● Statement 2 is correct: Aided in part through investment support by the World Bank, the 

scheme aimed at helping the rural poor by enabling them to increase household income 

through sustainable livelihood enhancements and improved access to financial services.  

● NRLM has the mandate of reaching out to 100 million rural poor in 6 lakh villages across the 

country. 

● In 2015, the program was renamed Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural 

Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM). 



 

Mission 

● The poor have innate capabilities to overcome poverty. DAY-NRLM believes in harnessing 

these innate capabilities of the poor and complements them with capacities (information, 

knowledge, skills, tools, finance and collectivization) to participate in the growing economy 

of the country. 

● NRLM rests on three major pillars – universal social mobilization, financial inclusion 

and livelihood enhancement.  

Implementation 

● It works towards bringing at least one member (preferably a woman) from all poor 

families into the Self Help Group (SHG) network.  

● The SHGs and their federations offer their members microfinance services such as – savings, 

credit, bank linkages, insurance, remittances, equity etc. They also offer collectivization and 

group activities. The SHGs offer social security and social action in various fronts including 

health, nutrition, food, gender, convergence etc., directly or through their federations. 

● NRLM facilitates the SHGs to open and operate bank accounts and bank linkages. It also 

facilitates access to insurance to members. It encourages individual members too to open 

bank accounts. 

● As the Institutions of the Poor (IoP) mature, they are facilitated to take up 

livelihoods/income-generating activities. 

○ SHGs, their federations at the village, cluster levels and beyond, and other collectives of the poor 

constitute IoP. 

● DAY-NRLM adopts a demand driven approach, enabling the States to formulate their own 

State specific poverty reduction action plans.  

Beneficiaries 

● NRLM’s priority is to reach out to the poorest, most vulnerable and marginalized. It begins 

with targeting women and they are considered as representatives of their households.  

● Statement 3 is incorrect: In case of extremely vulnerable persons like Persons with 

Disabilities (PwDs), elders etc., NRLM mobilizes both men and women.  

● The NRLM Target Households (NTH) are identified through the Participatory 

Identification of Poor (PIP). The PIP is a community-driven process where the Community 



 

Based Organisations (CBOs) themselves identify the poor in the village using participatory 

tools. The list of poor identified by the CBO is vetted by the Gram Sabha. 

 

 

Why in the news? 

● Union Minister of Rural Development, Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare, Panchayati Raj and 

Food Processing Industries, Narendra Singh Tomar recently released a compendium on best 

practices gathered from all over India on how DAY-NRLM is addressing gender issues 

through Social Action Committees of SHG federations.  

  

8.  Consider the following statements about the Atal Innovation Mission (AIM).  

1. It is a flagship initiative of the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship. 

2. AIM-iLEAP is an initiative under AIM to back tech start-ups with much-needed access to 

industry, markets and investors. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation  



 

● The Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) is a flagship initiative set up by the NITI Aayog to 

promote innovation and entrepreneurship across the length and breadth of the country. 

Hence statement 1 is incorrect. 

● AIM’s objective is to develop new programmes and policies for fostering innovation in 

different sectors of the economy, provide platform and collaboration opportunities for 

different stakeholders, create awareness and create an umbrella structure to oversee the 

innovation ecosystem of the country. 

Initiatives under Atal Innovation Mission 

Atal Tinkering Labs - at School Level 

● AIM has launched the establishment of thousands of Atal Tinkering Labs enabling students 

from grade 6 to grade 12 to have access to and tinker with innovative tools and technologies 

like 3D printers, robotics, miniaturised electronics do-it-yourself kits, thus stimulating a 

problem solving innovative mindset to solve problems in the community they are in.  

● Some activities related to ATL Operational Excellence, Proactive Promotion of Innovation & 

Thought Leadership, Collaborations & Partnerships and New Initiatives by AIM: 

○ ATL Gandhian Challenge - launched in all schools along with UNICEF. 

○ India Stamp Creativity challenge- launched with UNICEF and India Post. 

○ PM India Innovative Learning DHRUV Program – AIM invited as key partner by MHRD. 

Atal Incubators at Universities, Institutions, Industry Level 

● To promote creation of a supporting ecosystem for start-ups and entrepreneurs, AIM has 

been establishing world-class incubators called Atal Incubation Centres (AICs) in 

universities. Institutions, corporates, etc. that would foster innovative start-ups and become 

scalable and sustainable enterprises.  

Atal Community Innovation Centres - Serving Unserved and Under-Served Regions of 

India 

● To promote the benefits of technology led innovation to the unserved/ underserved regions 

of India including Tier 2, Tier 3 cities, aspirational districts, tribal, hilly and coastal areas, 

AIM is setting up Atal Community Innovation Centres (ACICs) with a unique partnership 

driven model wherein AIM would grant up to Rs. 2.5 crore to an ACIC subject to a partner 

proving equal or greater matching funding.  

Atal New India Challenges - Product and Service Innovations with National Impact 



 

● To create product and service innovations having national socio-economic impact, AIM has  

launched over 24 Atal New India Challenges in partnership with five different ministries   and 

departments of the central government.   

Applied Research and Innovation for Small Enterprises (ARISE)  

● To promote innovation in a phased manner in the MSME/Start-up sector AIM will be 

launching ARISE along with partner Ministries so that great research ideas are converted to 

viable innovative prototypes followed by product development and commercial deployment. 

Mentorship and Partnerships - with Public, Private sector, NGOs, Academia, 

Institutions 

● To enable all the initiatives to succeed, AIM has launched the “Mentor India – The Mentors 

of Change” programme, in collaboration with the public sector, corporates and institutions, 

to support all the initiatives of the mission. 

Why in the news? 

● Atal Innovation Mission has recently concluded its first fintech cohort of AIM-iLEAP- an 

initiative to back tech start-ups with much-needed access to industry, markets and investors. 

Hence statement 2 is correct. 

● The Fin-Tech cohort consisted of start-ups from a wide range of areas such as- payments, 

international money transfers, personal finance, consumer banking, insurance, neo bank etc.  

About AIM-iLEAP 

● AIM-iLEAP stands for Atal Innovation Mission- Innovative leadership for 

entrepreneurial agility and profitability. 

● The objective of the AIM-iLEAP program is to invite technology start-ups across a broad 

range of functions and have them present their solutions to the corporate leadership and 

innovation team for enabling market access and industry partnerships.  

 

9.  Consider the following statements about Atmanirbhar Bharat Rojgar Yojana (ABRY) 

1) It aims to boost employment in the informal and the unorganised sector by providing 

necessary skill development. 

2) The scheme intends to facilitate collateral free working capital loans of up to INR10,000/- of 

one-year tenure for unorganised workers. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 



 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: D 

Explanation  

About the scheme 

● Atmanirbhar Bharat Rojgar Yojana (ABRY) under the Ministry of Labour and 

Employment aims to boost employment in the formal sector and incentivize creation 

of new employment opportunities during the Covid recovery phase under Atmanirbhar 

Bharat Package 3.0. Hence statement 1 is incorrect. 

Salient features  

The salient features of the Scheme are as under: 

● The Government of India will provide subsidy for two years in respect of new employees 

engaged on or after 1st October, 2020 and upto 30th June, 2021. 

● The Government of India will pay both 12% employees’ contribution and 12% 

employers’ contribution i.e. 24% of wages towards Employees’ Provident Fund (EPF) in 

respect of new employees in establishments employing upto 1000 employees for two years. 

● The Government of India will pay only employees’ share of EPF contribution i.e. 12% of 

wages in respect of new employees in establishments employing more than 1000 

employees for two years. 

● An employee drawing monthly wage of less than Rs. 15000/- who was not working in any 

establishment registered with the Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) before 

1st October, 2020 and did not have a Universal Account Number or EPF Member account 

number prior to 1st October 2020 will be eligible for the benefit. 

● Any EPF member possessing Universal Account Number (UAN) drawing monthly wage of 

less than Rs. 15000/- who made exit from employment during Covid pandemic from 

01.03.2020 to 30.09.2020 and did not join employment in any EPF covered establishment 

up to 30.09.2020 will also be eligible to avail benefit. 



 

Purpose of the scheme 

● The scheme is expected to encourage the employers and business establishments to 

increase the number of workers hired. 

● The scheme will help a large number of job seekers find employment in EPFO-registered 

establishments.  

● 99.1 percent of the establishments will be covered under this scheme and 65 percent of all 

employees in the formal sector are estimated to be covered, wherein EPF contributions will 

be given by the government by way of subsidy support. 

Why in the news? 

● The Union Cabinet has given its approval for extending the terminal date for registration 

of beneficiaries for availing the benefit under Aatmanirbhar Bharat Rojgar Yojana (ABRY) 

for another nine months i.e. from 30th June, 2021 to 31st March, 2022.  

● Consequent upon this extension, it is expected that 71.8 lakh employment will be 

generated in the formal sector as against the earlier projection of 58.5 lakh.  

 

Statement 2 is related to the PM SVANidhi scheme. 

 

 

10.  Gadgil Report and Kasturirangan Report, sometimes seen in the news, are related to? 

A. To examine the equitable redistribution of the 27% quota for the Other Backward Castes. 

B. To study various issues relating to data privacy. 

C. To address the challenges faced by the current education system. 

D. Development and environment protection of Western Ghats.  

Answer: D 

Explanation:  

● Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel (WGEEP) headed by Madhav Gadgil was formed by 

the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) in 2010 to study the 

impact of population pressure, climate change and development activities on the Western 

Ghats. 



 

Gadgil Committee Recommendations 

● Calling the Western Ghats region as "Protector of Indian Peninsula", the panel designated 

the entire western ghats as an Ecologically Sensitive Area (ESA), with only limited 

development allowed in graded zones. 

● It classified the 142 taluks in the Western Ghats boundary into Ecologically Sensitive Zones 

(ESZ) 1, 2 and 3, with varying degrees of protection. ESZ-1 being of high priority, almost all 

developmental activities (mining, thermal power plants etc) were restricted in it. 

● Gadgil Committee report specifies that the present system of governance of the environment 

should be changed. It asked for a bottom to top approach (right from Gram sabhas) rather 

than a top to bottom approach. It also asked for decentralization and more powers to local 

authorities. 

● The commission recommended the constitution of a Western Ghats Ecology Authority 

(WGEA), as a statutory authority under MoEFCC, with the powers under the Environment 

(Protection) Act, 1986. 

● The Gadgil report also called for decommissioning of big projects like dams, thermal power 

stations that have completed their shelf life. 

Implementation Issues 

● The Western Ghats region covers six states (Kerala, Karnataka, Goa, Maharashtra, Gujarat 

and Tamil Nadu). The states have not shown much interest in implementing the 

recommendations of the Gadgil panel as states fear it may cause livelihood loss to thousands 

of people. 

● Following protests by various groups and political parties against the recommendations, the 

government constituted the K Kasturirangan committee in 2012 to examine the WGEEP 

report. 

Recommendations of Kasturirangan committee  

● The Kasturirangan Commission sought to balance the development and environment 

protection.  

● It made a distinction between the ‘cultural landscape’ and ‘natural landscape’. 

According to this distinction: 

○ 41 per cent of the Western Ghats is “natural landscape”, having low population impact 

and rich biodiversity. 



 

○ The remaining 59 per cent is “cultural landscape” dominated by human settlements and 

agricultural fields 

● Thus, instead of declaring the entire Western Ghats as ESA, the panel said that 90 per cent 

of the “natural landscape” should be protected. This would be around 60,000 Km² (37.5 

% of the total area of the Western Ghats) ecologically sensitive area against the 137000 

Km² areas as stipulated in the Gadgil report. 

● The committee recommended a ban on all polluting industries (including mining) 

categorised as most hazardous in the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974, 

and Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981. 

● It made several pro-farmer recommendations, including the exclusion of inhabited 

regions and plantations from the purview of ESA. 

Present Status 

● In 2017, the environment ministry had issued a draft notification accepting certain 

recommendations of the Kasturirangan report and called on the governments of Gujarat, 

Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu to oversee their implementation. 

● Today, the Kasturirangan report remains under consideration by the National Green 

Tribunal (NGT). 

 

 

11. Consider the following statements about the Multilateral Convention to Implement 

Tax Treaty Related Measures to Prevent Base Erosion and Profit Shifting. 

1. It is an initiative of the World Trade Organisation. 

2. India has already ratified the convention. 

Which among the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: B 

Sol: 



 

● Statement 1 is incorrect: The Multilateral Convention/MLI is an outcome of the 

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) / G20 Project to 

tackle Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (the “BEPS Project”) i.e. tax planning strategies that 

exploit gaps and mismatches in tax rules to artificially shift profits to low or no-tax locations 

where there is little or no economic activity, resulting in little or no overall corporate tax 

being paid.  

● Statement 2 is correct: In 2019, India ratified the Convention, which was signed in 2017.  

● The MLI will modify India’s tax treaties to curb revenue loss through treaty abuse and base 

erosion and profit shifting strategies by ensuring that profits are taxed where substantive 

economic activities generating the profits are carried out.  

● The MLI will be applied alongside existing tax treaties, modifying their application in order 

to implement the BEPS measures.  

Why in the news? 

● Majority of the members OECD/G20 Inclusive Framework on Base Erosion and Profit 

Shifting(including India)adopted a high-level statement containing an outline of a consensus 

solution to address the tax challenges arising from the digitalisation of the economy. 

 

12. The Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF) is associated with which of the 

following? 

a) Regional connectivity scheme for airlines 

b) Transport and Logistics 

c) Skill oriented education 

d) Telecommunication 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

● Established in 2002, the USOF is headed by the USOF Administrator who reports to the 

Secretary, Department of Telecommunications (DoT) 

● The Indian Telegraph (Amendment) Act, 2003 gave statutory status to the Universal Service 

Obligation Fund (USOF) 

● The USOF’s main aim is to provide universal telecom services and ensure that even the 

unconnected areas in the country reap the benefits of inclusive development. 



 

Functions: 

● To provide widespread and non-discriminatory access to quality ICT services at affordable 

prices to people in rural and remote areas. 

● To provide an effective and powerful linkage to the hinterland thereby mainstreaming the 

population of rural and remote parts of the country. 

Working: 

● The funds come from Universal Service Levy (USL) 

● The USL is charged from all the telecom operators on their Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR) 

● These are then deposited into the Consolidated Fund of India, and prior parliamentary 

approval is required for dispatching. 

Project funded by USOF 

● BharatNet 

● Comprehensive Telecom Development plan (CTDP) for North East Region 

● Comprehensive Telecom Development plan (CTDP) for Islands 

● Providing Mobile services in Left Wing Extremism (LWE) affected areas 

● Providing Mobile services in Aspirational & Uncovered villages  

13.  The objective of the Bharat Net programme is to 

a) Empowering gram sabhas by increasing financial allocation 

b) Provide 100 days of wage employment to every household in rural areas 

c) Provide road connectivity to unconnected habitations 

d) Connect 2,50,000 gram panchayats through optical fibre  

Answer: D 

Explanation  

● BharatNet is a project of national importance to establish a highly scalable network 

infrastructure accessible on a non-discriminatory basis, to provide on demand, affordable 

broadband connectivity for all households. It was launched in 2011. 

● The project is implemented by Bharat Broadband Network Ltd (BBNL), a special purpose 

vehicle set up under the Department of Telecommunications (DoT). 

● The entire project is being funded by Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF). 

● With the BharatNet initiative, the Centre aims to connect all 2.5 lakh gram panchayats 

through optical fibre. 



 

● The project is a Centre-State collaborative project, with the States contributing free Rights 

of Way for establishing the Optical Fibre Network. 

● The objective is to facilitate the delivery of e-governance, e-health, e-education, e-banking, 

Internet and other services to rural India. 

Why in News? 

● The Union Cabinet has accorded approval for revised implementation strategy of 

BharatNet through Public Private Partnership mode in 16 States of the country.  

BharatNet will now extend upto all inhabited villages beyond Gram Panchayats (GPs), 

in the said States. 

● The States covered under the Cabinet approval are Kerala, Karnataka, Rajasthan, Himachal 

Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, West Bengal, Assam, Meghalaya, 

Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, Nagaland and Arunachal Pradesh. An estimated 3.61 lakh 

villages including GPs will be covered.  

● The PPP Model for BharatNet will enhance efficiency, quality of service, consumer 

experience and leverage private sector expertise, entrepreneurship and capacities for 

accelerating achievement of digital India. 

Approval to cover all inhabited villages  

● The Cabinet also accorded in principle approval for extending BharatNet to cover all 

inhabited villages in the remaining States and UTs. The Department of 

Telecommunication will separately work out the modalities for these (remaining) 

States/UTs. 

● At present, more than 1.56 lakh crore gram panchayats have already been connected with 

the scheme and are service ready. The Centre plans to connect the remaining villages in the 

coming days too. 

● The extension of the scheme was announced by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on August 15 

last year, with a vision to ensure broadband connectivity to all 6 lakh villages in the 

country in 1,000 days.  

● Extension of the reach of BharatNet to all inhabited villages with reliable, quality, high speed 

broadband will enable better access of e-services offered by various central and state 

government agencies, 



 

● It would facilitate online education, telemedicine, skill development, e-commerce and other 

applications of broadband, while generating more revenue apart from generating direct and 

indirect employment. 

 

14.  Consider the following statements about Gender Samvaad 

1) It is the outcome of the joint attempt between DAY-NRLM and the Initiative for What Works 

to Advance Women and Girls in the Economy (IWWAGE). 

2) The attempt is to generate greater awareness on gender related interventions under DAY-

NRLM across the country  

3) It was organised by the Ministry of Rural Development. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only  

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1,2 and 3 

Answer: D 

Explanation  

● Gender Samvaad event was organised recently by the Ministry of Rural Development, 

Govt. of India. 

● It is the outcome of the joint attempt between DAY-NRLM and the Initiative for What Works 

to Advance Women and Girls in the Economy (IWWAGE). 

● The attempt is to generate greater awareness on gender related interventions under 

DAY-NRLM across the country and best practices, with a focus on hearing voices from the 

states and the field. 

Opportunities 

● Gender Samvaad provides states with opportunities to: 

○ Understand best practices/initiatives that other states have been undertaking to improve 

women’s agency (e.g. facilitating women’s access to land rights, their engagement in farmer 

producer organizations (FPOs), best practices around Food, Nutrition, Health and Water and 

Sanitation (FNHW), in establishing strong institutions for public service delivery, and in 



 

protecting and providing redress to vulnerable groups within women (e.g. to victims of witch 

hunting)); 

○ Understand gender interventions globally 

○ Engage with experts and other colleagues on suggestions regarding how to handle 

issues/implementation barriers 

○ Contribute to creation of a ‘gender repository’ with resource materials on best practices for 

gender interventions across the country/other countries; and 

○ Build advocacy around the need to focus on gender issues across SRLMs and the NRLM. 

Background  

● With over 60 million women mobilised to be part of one of India’s largest livelihoods 

programme, the Deendayal Antayodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihoods Mission 

(DAY-NRLM) holds great promise for advancing women’s socio-economic empowerment by 

organising them into self-help groups (SHGs) and federations of the rural poor.  

● Apart from facilitating financial opportunities and livelihood support services for women, 

they have also become an extended arm of governance to demand accountability from 

and build linkages with mainstream institutions. 

● In 2016, DAY-NRLM laid out a gender operational strategy to mainstream gender issues 

within its federated architecture, with a focus on training and capacity building of staff, 

cadres and institutions on gender issues.  

● This was coupled with the establishment of institutional platforms (e.g. social action 

committees and gender resource centres) at the field level, so women could approach them 

for their grievances and to claim their rights and entitlements. 

Why in the news? 

● Ministry of Rural Development’s DAY-NRLM and IWWAGE recently hosted Gender Samvaad. 

 

15.  Consider the following statements about the Essential Commodities Act (ECA).  

1. The act was enacted to curb hoarding and black marketing of essential commodities.  

2. The act covers agricultural commodities only. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 



 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

● The Essential Commodities Act (ECA) was enacted by the Central Government in 1955 to 

control and regulate trade and prices of commodities declared essential under the Act.  

● Though there is no specific definition for ‘essential commodities’, Section 2(A) of this Act 

states that an essential commodity means a commodity specified in the “Schedule” of this 

Act. 

● Statement 1 is correct: The Act empowers the Central and state governments 

concurrently to control production, supply and distribution of certain commodities in view 

of rising prices and to prevent Black marketing. 

● The measures that can be taken under the provisions of the Act include licensing, 

distribution and imposing stock limits. The governments also have the power to fix price 

limits, and selling the particular commodities above the limit will attract penalties.  

● Most of the powers under the Act have been delegated by the Central Government to the 

State Governments with the direction that they shall exercise these powers. 

● Some of the major commodities that are covered under the act: 

○ Petroleum and its products 

○ Food stuff, including seeds, vanaspati 

○ Drugs- prices of essential drugs  

○ Fertilisers 

○ Raw jute and jute textiles 

○ Cattle fodder 

○ Face masks and sanitisers. Hence, statement 2 is incorrect. 

Background 

● In September 2020, the central government passed The Essential Commodities 

(Amendment) Act, 2020 which deregulated the sale of six types of agricultural 

produce, including cereals, edible oils, oilseeds, pulses, onions and potatoes, by amending 

the Essential Commodities Act, 1955. 



 

● Stock limits on these commodities may be regulated only under extraordinary 

circumstances which may include (i) war, (ii) famine, (iii) extraordinary price rise and 

(iv) natural calamity of grave nature. 

● The amendment requires that imposition of any stock limit on agricultural produce must be 

based on price rise.  A stock limit may be imposed only if there is: (i) a 100% increase in 

retail price of horticultural produce; and (ii) a 50% increase in the retail price of non-

perishable agricultural food items.  

● However, such limits will not be imposed at all on food processors or value chain 

participants, which/who will be allowed to store as much as allowed by their installed 

capacity. Exporters will also be exempted.   

Were the amendments necessary? 

● The government claims that while India has become surplus in most agri-commodities, 

farmers have been unable to get better prices due to lack of investment in cold storage, 

warehouses, processing and export. It says the Essential Commodities Act was handy in the 

1960s and 1970s when India was still a net importer of food. 

● According to the Economic Survey 2019-20, frequent and unpredictable imposition of 

blanket stock limits on commodities under Essential Commodities Act neither brings down 

prices nor reduces price volatility. However, such intervention does enable opportunities for 

rent-seeking (unproductive income) and harassment. 

● The reduction in government regulation by the amendment is expected to encourage traders 

and investors to build warehousing and supply chain infrastructure without worrying about 

being raided on suspicions of hoarding. The Centre had also promised that farmers’ income 

would rise through the move.  

 

 

16. The Palermo protocols is an international framework to tackle 

a) Forest degradation 

b) Poverty 

c) Human Trafficking 

d) Ocean Acidification 

Answer: C 



 

Explanation:  

● The Palermo protocols are three protocols that were adopted by the United Nations to 

supplement the 2000 Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (the Palermo 

Convention). They are: 

● The Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and 

Children; and 

● The Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air. 

● The Protocol against the Illicit Manufacturing and Trafficking in Firearms, Their Parts and 

Components and Ammunition. 

● These protocols and conventions fall within the jurisdiction of the United Nations Office on 

Drugs and Crime. 

 

17. Consider the following statements. 

1. ‘Access, Watch and Reserve’, is an approach that specifies which antibiotics to use for the most 

common and serious infections. 

2. WHO estimates that more than 50% of antibiotics in many countries are used inappropriately 

for treatment of viruses. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answer: C 

Explanation:  

Both the statements are correct.  

● The World Health Organization (WHO) has launched a global campaign that urges countries 

to adopt its new online tool aimed at guiding policy-makers and health workers to use 

antibiotics safely and more effectively. Its objective is to limit drugs that are at risk of 

resistance. 

● The tool, known as ‘AWaRe’, classifies antibiotics into three groups: 



 

● 1. Access   — antibiotics used to treat the most common and serious infections 

● 2. Watch    — antibiotics available at all times in the healthcare system 

● 3. Reserve — antibiotics to be used sparingly or preserved and used only as a last resort 

● Antibiotic resistance is already one of the biggest health risks and is estimated to kill 50 

million by 2050 worldwide, says the British government’s Review on Antimicrobial 

Resistance. 

● The threat continues to escalate globally because more than 50 per cent of antibiotics in 

many countries are used inappropriately such as for treatment of viruses when they only 

treat bacterial infections or use of the wrong (broader spectrum) antibiotic, according to a 

recent report by the International Coordination Group on Antimicrobial Resistance. 

 

18.  India’s Financial Stability Report is released by 

A. Reserve Bank of India 

B. NITI Aayog 

C. Ministry of Finance 

D. Ministry of Commerce and Industry 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

● Financial Stability Report is published by Reserve Bank of India taking inputs from 

financial sector regulators i.e. RBI, SEBI, PFRDA, IRDAI.  

● It is a periodic exercise for reviewing the nature, magnitude and implications of risks that 

may have a bearing on the macroeconomic environment, financial institutions, markets and 

infrastructure.  

● It also assesses the resilience of the financial sector through stress tests. 

● Note: The International Monetary Fund (IMF) releases the Global Financial Stability 

Report which provides an assessment of the global financial system and markets, and 

addresses emerging market financing in a global context.  

 

 

19.  Consider the following statements about Eklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRSs). 

1. These schools are being set up by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs.  



 

2. The objective of EMRSs is to provide quality middle and high level education to Scheduled 

Tribe (ST) students in remote areas.  

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is correct: The Ministry of Tribal Affairs has been setting up Eklavya Model 

Residential Schools (EMRSs) since 1998-99 for imparting quality education to tribal children 

in their own environment. 

● Statement 2 is correct: The objective of EMRSs is to provide quality middle and high level 

education to Scheduled Tribe (ST) students in remote areas.  

● As per the budget 2018-19, every block with more than 50% ST population and at least 

20,000 tribal persons, will have an Eklavya Model Residential School by the year 2022. 

 

20.  With reference to the 'eSanjeevani' initiative, consider the following statements. 

1. It aims to make healthcare services equitable by bridging the digital divide. 

2. It is being implemented under the Ayushman Bharat Health and Wellness Centre (AB-HWC). 

3. The portal was designed & developed by the Centre for Development of Advanced 

Computing (C-DAC) 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 1 and 3 only  

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: D 

Explanation: 



 

● Launched in 2009 by the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare 'eSanjeevani' is a web-

based comprehensive telemedicine solution. It aims to provide healthcare services to 

patients in their homes. 

● Statement 1 is correct: Besides enhancing the quality of medical services, addressing issues 

about uneven distribution and shortage of infrastructural as well as human resources, 

eSanjeevani also aims to make healthcare services equitable by bridging the digital divide 

that exists between the urban vs. rural, rich vs. poor etc.  

● eSanjeevani can also be used to provide medical education to interns, people across Various 

Common Service Centers (CSCs), etc.  

● Statement 3 is correct: The portal was designed & developed by the Centre for 

Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC), a premier R&D organization of the 

Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY). 

Services provided 

● eSanjeevani platform has enabled two types of telemedicine services viz.  

○ Doctor-to-Doctor (eSanjeevani) and  

○ Patient-to-Doctor (eSanjeevani OPD) Tele-consultations. 

eSanjeevani  

● Statement 2 is correct: It is being implemented under the Ayushman Bharat Health and 

Wellness Centre (AB-HWC). It aims to implement Doctor-to-Doctor teleconsultation in all 

the 1.5 lakh Health and Wellness Centres in conjunction with identified Medical College 

hospitals in a ‘Hub and Spoke’ model. 

● States have identified and set up dedicated ‘Hubs’ in Medical Colleges and District hospitals 

to provide teleconsultation services to ‘Spokes’, i.e SHCs, PHCs and HWCs. 

eSanjeevani OPD 

● Owing to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the Health Ministry launched the second tele-

consultation service enabling patient-to-doctor telemedicine through ‘eSanjeevaniOPD’. 

● This service is available as an Android mobile application as well. This has made it 

convenient for the people to avail of the health services without having to travel.  

● This e-health service is offered free of cost and has proved a boon in containing the spread 

of COVID while simultaneously enabling provisions for non-COVID essential healthcare. 

 



 

21. Samagra Shiksha’ subsumed which of the following schemes? 

1. Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan  

2. Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan  

3. Teacher Education  

Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 1 and 3 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

● Samagra Shiksha is an overarching programme for the school education sector extending 

from pre-school to class 12. The scheme has been prepared with the broader goal of 

improving school effectiveness measured in terms of equal opportunities for schooling and 

equitable learning outcomes.  

● It subsumes the three Schemes of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), Rashtriya Madhyamik 

Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA) and Teacher Education (TE). 

● It was introduced in the Union Budget, 2018-19. 

Objectives 

● The major objectives of the Scheme are 

○ Provision of quality education and enhancing learning outcomes of students; 

○ Bridging Social and Gender Gaps in School Education; 

○ Ensuring equity and inclusion at all levels of school education; 

○ Ensuring minimum standards in schooling provisions; 

○ Promoting Vocationalisation of education and 

○ Support States in implementation of Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education 

(RTE) Act, 2009;  

What’s in the news? 

● The Ministry of Education has launched the National Initiative for Proficiency in Reading 

with Understanding and Numeracy (NIPUN).  



 

● The objective of NIPUN Bharat Mission is to create an enabling environment to ensure 

universal acquisition of foundational literacy and numeracy, so that every child 

achieves the desired learning competencies in reading, writing and numeracy by the end of 

Grade 3, by 2026-27. 

News in detail 

● NIPUN Bharat will be implemented by the Department of School Education and Literacy 

and a five-tier implementation mechanism will be set up at the National- State- District- 

Block- School level in all States and UTs, under the aegis of the centrally sponsored 

scheme of Samagra Shiksha.  

● Although the National Education Policy 2020 had included a 2025 deadline to achieve the 

goal of foundational literacy and numeracy, the Centre has pushed back the target date to 

2026-27, given that COVID-19 has already disrupted two academic years. 

● No additional funding is being allocated for the NIPUN Bharat Mission. Instead, money is 

being allocated from the Samagra Shiksha scheme. 

● NIPUN Bharat is likely to emphasise goal setting and accountability for State governments, 

and provide guidelines for teacher training, assessment and the creation of printed 

resources. 

 

22. Which among the following are characteristics of an invasive species? 

1. Ability to adapt to the new area easily 

2. Ability to reproduce quickly  

3. Harming ecosystems in its introduced range 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 1 and 3 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: D 

Sol: 

● An invasive species can be any kind of living organism—an amphibian, plant, insect, fish, 

fungus, or bacteria—that is not native to an ecosystem and causes harm.  



 

● Not all non-native species are invasive. For example, most of the food crops grown in 

India, including onion, potato and tomatoes are not native to the region. 

● To be invasive, 

○ a species must adapt to the new area easily 

○ it must reproduce quickly  

○ it must harm the economy, or the native plants and animals of the region 

● Some of the most serious invasive species in India are Alternanthera philoxeroides, Cassia 

uniflora, Chromolaena odorata, Eichhornia crassipes, Lantana camara, Parthenium 

hysterophorus and Prosopis juliflora, etc. 

Why in the news? 

 

● Scientists from Nagaland University have found Strobilanthes reptans in hills of Arunachal 

Pradesh  for the first time in India. 

Features of the plant 

1) Growing up to 20 cm tall on grassy hill slopes  

2) Prefers at 150 metres above mean sea level.  

3) Gives Pale violet flowers with darker veins from June to September, and yields fruit from July 

to December. 

● But it is an invasive species all over South Asia and Indo-Pacific Islands. 

● The plant has not had any adverse effect on indigenous flora as it is restricted to a single 

locality measuring less than 1 sq. km. But scientists have fears about its spread and have 

called for tracing its cultivation in India. 



 

 

23. Consider the following statements about Indian Ocean Naval Symposium(IONS) 

1) It is an annual event conceived by the Indian Navy in 2008. 

2) It seeks to enhance maritime cooperation among Navies of the littoral states of the Indian 

Ocean Region. 

3) India is an observer member of IONS 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 3 only 

d) 1,2 and 3 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

● Indian Ocean Naval Symposium(IONS) is a biennial event conceived by the Indian Navy in 

2008. 

● It seeks to enhance maritime cooperation among Navies of the littoral states of the Indian 

Ocean Region by providing an open and inclusive forum for discussion of regionally 

relevant maritime issues that would lead to common understanding on the way ahead.  

● The forum helps to preserve peaceful relations between nations, and thus is critical to 

building an effective maritime security architecture in the Indian Ocean Region and is also 

fundamental to our collective prosperity. 

● The chairmanship of IONS has been held by India (2008-10), UAE (2010-12), South Africa 

(2012-14), Australia (2014-16), Bangladesh (2016-18) and Islamic Republic of Iran (2018-

21).  

● France has assumed the Chairmanship on 29 Jun 21 for a two-year tenure. 

Members 

● IONS includes 24 nations that permanently hold territory that lies within the Indian Ocean, 

and 8 observer nations: 

● South Asian Littorals: Bangladesh, India, Maldives, Pakistan, Seychelles, Sri Lanka and 

United Kingdom (British Indian Ocean Territory) 

● West Asian Littorals: Iran, Oman, Saudi Arabia and United Arab Emirates 



 

● East African Littorals: France (Reunion), Kenya, Mauritius, Mozambique, South Africa, and 

Tanzania. 

● South East Asian and Australian Littorals: Australia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, 

Singapore, Thailand and Timor-Leste. 

● Observers: China, Germany, Italy, Japan, Madagascar, the Netherlands, Russia and Spain. 

Significance of IONS 

● IONS fits into India’s three-fold ambitions in the region:  

○ Strengthening and deepening the relations with the Indian Ocean littoral states;  

○ Establishing its leadership potential and aspirations of being a net-security provider; and  

○ Fulfilling India’s vision of a rules-based and stable maritime order in the IOR. 

Why in the news? 

● The 7th edition of Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS) was hosted by the French Navy 

at La Réunion from 28 June to 01 July 2021. 

 

24.  Consider the following statements about the PM KUSUM scheme 

1. The scheme aims at installation of solar pumps and grid connected solar and other 

renewable power plants in the country. 

2. It was launched by the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is correct: The Pradhan Mantri Kisan Urja Suraksha evem Utthan Mahabhiyan 

(PM KUSUM) Scheme was launched in 2019 for installation of solar pumps and grid 

connected solar and other renewable power plants in the country.  

● Statement 2 is incorrect: It was launched by the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy. 



 

● Under the Kusum scheme farmers, panchayat, co-operative societies can apply to plant a 

solar pump. The total cost involved in this scheme is divided into three categories in which 

the Government will help farmers. 

● Government will provide a subsidy of 60% to farmers and 30% of the cost will be given by 

Government in the form of loans. Farmers will only have to give 10% of the total cost of the 

project. The electricity generated from the solar panel can be sold by the farmers. 

● The scheme consists of three components: 

○ Component-A: 10,000 MW of Decentralized Ground Mounted Grid Connected Renewable 

Power Plants. 

○ Component-B: Installation of 17.50 lakh standalone Solar Powered Agriculture Pumps. 

○ Component-C: Solarisation of 10 Lakh Grid-connected Solar Powered Agriculture Pumps. 

● The scheme aims to add solar and other renewable capacity of 25,750 MW by 2022 with total 

central financial support of Rs. 34,422 Crore including service charges to the implementing 

agencies. 

Benefits of the Scheme: 

● The Scheme will have substantial environmental impact in terms of savings of CO2 

emissions. All three components of the Scheme combined together are likely to result in 

saving about 27 million tonnes of CO2 emission per annum.  

● Further, Component-B of the Scheme on standalone solar pumps may result in saving of 1.2 

billion liters of diesel per annum and associated savings in the foreign exchange due to 

reduction of import of crude oil. 

● The scheme has direct employment potential. Besides increasing self-employment the 

proposal is likely to generate employment opportunities equivalent to 6.31 lakh job years 

for skilled and unskilled workers.   

 

25.  It is a National park located at the India-Nepal border in the West Champaran district 

of Bihar on the bank of river Gandak. It is the only National park in Bihar. This pristine 

forest and wilderness is an excellent example of Himalayan Terai landscape. 

The above description refers to which of the following? 

a)  Gorumara National Park 

b)  Dudhwa National Park 



 

c)  Buxa National park 

d)  Valmiki National Park 

Answer : D 

Explanation 

● Valmiki National Park is located at the India-Nepal border in the West Champaran 

district of Bihar on the bank of river Gandak. 

● It is the only National park in Bihar. The extensive forest area of Valmikinagar was 

previously owned by the Bettiah Raj and Ramanagar Raj until the early 1950s. 

● Valmiki Tiger Reserve (VTR) is one of the natural virgin recesses in east India, situated 

in the north west corner of Bihar. The pristine forest and wilderness of VTR is an excellent 

example of Himalayan Terai landscape. VTR comprises the Valmiki National Park and 

Valmiki Wildlife Sanctuary. 

● The VTR forest area covers 899.38 square kilometres which is 17.4% of the total 

geographical area of the district West Champaran. 

Why in the news?  

Recently, 150 vultures were seen in the Valmiki Tiger Reserve (VTR), Bihar, which has prompted 

a vulture conservation plan in the protected region of VTR.  

 

26. Consider the following statements. 

1. An anti-dumping duty is a protectionist tariff that a domestic government imposes on foreign 

imports that it believes are priced below fair market value.  

2. The World Trade Organization plays a critical role in the regulation of anti-dumping 

measures.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Sol: 



 

● Dumping is the practice of selling a product in a foreign market at an unfairly low price (a 

price that is lower than the cost in the home market, or which is lower than the cost of 

production) in order to gain a competitive advantage over other suppliers. 

● Dumping is done to gain access to the foreign market and eliminate competition. It creates a 

monopoly in the market. 

● Dumping enables consumers in the importing country to obtain access to goods at an 

affordable price. However, it can also destroy the local market of the importing country, 

which can result in layoffs and the closure of businesses. 

Anti-dumping duty 

● Statement 1 is correct: An anti-dumping duty is a protectionist tariff that a domestic 

government imposes on foreign imports when it believes that the goods are being 

“dumped” – through the low pricing – in the domestic market.  

● Anti-dumping duty is imposed to protect local businesses and markets from unfair 

competition by foreign imports. 

Ill effects of such duties 

● While the intention of anti-dumping duties is to save domestic jobs, these tariffs can also lead 

to higher prices for domestic consumers. 

● In the long-term, anti-dumping duties can reduce the international competition of 

domestic companies producing similar goods. 

Dumping and WTO 

● Statement 2 is correct: The World Trade Organization (WTO) plays a critical role in the 

regulation of anti-dumping measures.  

● The WTO Anti-Dumping Agreement allows the government of the affected country to take 

legal action against the dumping country as long as there is evidence of genuine material 

injury to industries in the domestic market.  

● The government must show that dumping took place, the extent of the dumping in terms of 

costs, and the injury or threat to cause injury to the domestic market. 

● In other cases, the WTO intervenes to prevent anti-dumping measures. 

Why in the news? 

Recently, the government has decided not to impose Anti-Dumping Duty (ADD) on imports of 

certain copper products, from China, Thailand, Korea and three other countries. 



 

 

27. Which of the following is/are the constituents of ‘Fly ash’? 

1. Mercury 

2. Lead 

3. Silicon dioxide 

4. Arsenic 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 2, 3 and 4 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 2 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 Answer: D 

Explanation 

Fly Ash 

·         Popularly known as Flue ash or pulverised fuel ash, it is a coal combustion product. 

·         Composed of the particulates that are driven out of coal-fired boilers together with the 

flue gases. 

·         Depending upon the source and composition of the coal being burned, the components of 

fly ash vary considerably, but all fly ash includes substantial amounts of silicon dioxide 

(SiO2), aluminium oxide (Al2O3) and calcium oxide (CaO), the main mineral compounds 

in coal-bearing rock strata. 

·         Minor constituents include: arsenic, beryllium, boron, cadmium, chromium, hexavalent 

chromium, cobalt, lead, manganese, mercury, molybdenum, selenium, strontium, thallium, 

and vanadium, along with very small concentrations of dioxins and PAH compounds. It 

also has unburnt carbon 

Health and environmental hazards 

·         Toxic heavy metals present: All the heavy metals found in fly ash nickel, cadmium, arsenic, 

chromium, lead, etc are toxic in nature. They are minute, poisonous particles accumulate 

in the respiratory tract, and cause gradual poisoning 

·         Radiation: For an equal amount of electricity generated, fly ash contains a hundred times 

more radiation than nuclear waste secured via dry cask or water storage 



 

·         Water pollution: The breaching of ash dykes and consequent ash spills occur frequently 

in India, polluting a large number of water bodies. 

·         Effects on environment: The destruction of mangroves, drastic reduction in crop yields, 

and the pollution of groundwater in the Rann of Kutch from the ash sludge of adjoining Coal 

power plants has been well documented 

  

 

 

28. With reference to the Recognition of Forest Rights Act (2006), which of the following 

comes under the category of Minor Forest Produce (MFP)? 

1. Canes 

2. Timber 

3. Cocoon 

4. Bamboo 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below                  

a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

c)  3 and 4 only 

d) 1 and 3 only 

  Ans: B 

Explanation 

·         Minor Forest Produce (MFP) is a subset of forest produce and got a definition only in 

2007 when the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition 

of Forest Rights) Act, 2006, was enacted 

·         Section 2(i) of the said Act defines a Minor Forest Produce (MFP) as all non-timber forest 

produce of plant origin and includes bamboo, brushwood, stumps, canes, Tusser, 

cocoon, honey, waxes, Lac, tendu/kendu leaves, medicinal plants and herbs, roots, tuber 

and the like. 

·         Thus, the definition of “minor forest produce” includes bamboo and cane, thereby 

changing the categorization of bamboo and cane as “trees” under the Indian Forest Act 1927. 



 

·         The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) 

Act, 2006, popularly known as the Forests Rights Act (FRA), was enacted in 2007. The Act 

recognizes and vests individual forest-dwellers with forest rights to live in and cultivate 

forest land that was occupied before 13 December 2005 and grants community forest rights 

to manage, protect and regenerate the forest under section 3(1)(i), and to own and 

dispose minor forest products from forests where they had traditional access. 

·         Section 3(1)(c) of the Forest Rights Act 2006 defines forest rights as inclusive of ‘Right of 

ownership, access to collect, use and dispose of minor forest produce which have 

traditionally been collected within or outside village boundaries’ 

·         Individuals, communities and gram sabhas having rights under this particular section of 

the Act will not only have the rights to use but also rights of ownership over MFPs. 

·         This goes beyond the Provisions of the Panchayats (Extension To The Scheduled Areas) 

Act, 1996 (PESA Act) which had authorised states to entrust panchayats and gramasabhas 

as the owners of MFP 

 

29.  ‘Matsya setu app’ recently seen in news is related to 

a) Online training program for teachers 

b) An app to converge information about Institutes of Eminence 

c) Online portal for reporting child Labour 

d) An app to disseminate the latest freshwater aquaculture technologies to the aqua farmers 

Answer: D 

Explanation  

Why in the news? 

● Union Minister for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying, Shri Giriraj Singh, recently 

launched the Online Course Mobile App “Matsya Setu”.  

About the app: 

● The app was developed by the ICAR-Central Institute of Freshwater Aquaculture (ICAR-

CIFA), Bhubaneswar, with the funding support of the National Fisheries Development Board 

(NFDB), Hyderabad. 

●  The online course app aims to disseminate the latest freshwater aquaculture technologies 

to the aqua farmers of the country. 



 

● Matsya Setu app has species-wise/ subject-wise self-learning online course modules, where 

renowned aquaculture experts explain the basic concepts and practical demonstrations on 

breeding, seed production and grow-out culture of commercially important fishes like carp, 

catfish, scampi, murrel, ornamental fish, pearl farming etc. Better Management  

● Practices to be followed in maintaining the soil & water quality, feeding and health 

management in aquaculture operations were also provided in the course platform.  

● The modules are divided into small video chapters for the convenience of the learners, along 

with additional learning materials.  

● In order to motivate the learners and provide a lively learning experience, Quiz/Test options 

were also provided for self-assessment.  

● Upon successful completion of each course module, an e-Certificate can be auto-generated.  

● Farmers can also ask their doubts through the app and get specific advisories from experts. 

 

30.  Consider the following statements about the Regional Connectivity Scheme (RCS) 

UDAN scheme. 

1. It aims at providing connectivity to un-served and under-served airports of the country 

through revival of existing air-strips and airports. 

2. The scheme offers viability gap funding to companies in addition to waiver of certain 

statutory charges and taxes on jet fuel. 

3. The Airports Authority of India is designated as the Implementing Agency under this Scheme. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is correct: In 2017, the Ministry of Civil Aviation launched the Regional 

Connectivity Scheme (RCS) “UDAN” (Ude Desh Ka Aam Naagrik) which aims at providing 

connectivity to un-served and under-served airports of the country through revival of 



 

existing air-strips and airports to make flying affordable to the common man who want to 

travel to and fro the Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities of the country. 

● UDAN has a unique market-based model. Airline routes are allocated to operators selected 

through a competitive bidding mechanism.  

● Statement 2 is correct: UDAN scheme offers viability gap funding to companies in 

addition to waiver of certain statutory charges and taxes on jet fuel in order to offer 

affordable connectivity. 

● Airlines have to set aside 50% of the total aircraft capacity for cheaper fares to be offered 

at the rate of Rs 2,500 per hour of flight, in return for which airlines are given a subsidy by 

the Centre and the State government concerned. 

● The airport that will be renovated under this scheme will be chosen after referring to the 

respective State government. Together with the State government the Central government 

will revive the dysfunctional and unserved airports of the country. 

● Statement 3 is correct: The Airports Authority of India (AAI) is designated as the 

Implementing Agency under this Scheme. 

● The scheme is now in its fourth phase with focus on bringing connectivity to priority areas 

like North East India, Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh, hilly states in other parts of the country, 

and islands. 

 

31. Consider the following statements about Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan (RGSA) 

1)  Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan (RGSA) is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS) with the 

primary aim of strengthening Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs)  

2) The scheme extends to all States and UTs including non-Part IX areas where Panchayats do 

not exist. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 



 

● Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan (RGSA) is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS) with the 

primary aim of strengthening Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) for achieving 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) with main thrust on convergence with Mission 

Antyodaya and emphasis on strengthening PRIs in the 117 Aspirational districts. 

● The scheme extends to all States and UTs including non-Part IX areas where Panchayats do 

not exist. 

Focus of the scheme: 

● The scheme has programmatic focus for phased saturation mode on ensuring basic 

orientation training for the Elected Representatives of Panchayats, within six months of 

their election and refresher training within 2 years.  

● RGSA will have thrust for SHG-PRI convergence to ensure effective community mobilisation 

and greater public ownership of flagship programs of the Govt.  

● Use of e-governance and technology driven solutions at Panchayat level will be increased 

to attain administrative efficiency, improved service delivery, and greater accountability. 

Components of the scheme: 

● The scheme consists of Central and State Components.  

● The Central component comprises  

(i) National level activities viz. National Plan for Technical Assistance (NPTA)in collaboration 

with academic institutions/ institutions of excellence for various activities of Capacity 

Building & Training (CB&T) for PRIs  

(ii) Mission Mode Project (MMP) on e-Panchayat and  

(iii) Incentivization of Panchayats.  

● The State component relates to  

○ Activities to be undertaken by State Governments for CB&T  

○ Other activities for strengthening of Panchayats viz Capacity Building & Training,  training 

infrastructure and HR support for training,  

○ Strengthening of Gram Sabhas in PESA areas,  

○ Distance Learning Facility via SATCOM,  

○ Support for Innovations,  



 

○ Technical support to PRIs, Financial Data and Analysis Cell, Panchayat Buildings, e-

enablement of Panchayats, Project based funding for economic development and income 

enhancement, IEC and PMU.  

Fund Sharing: 

● The sharing pattern for the State component is in the ratio of 60:40 except NE and Hilly 

States where Central and State sharing is in the ratio of 90:10. For all UTs, Central share 

is 100%. 

Why in the News? 

● With rising COVID cases, the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir has decided to use funds 

under Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan to generate awareness about COVID appropriate 

behaviour and Standard Operating Procedures. 

 

32. Consider the following statements about Kisan Maan Dhan Yojana 

1)  Pradhan Mantri Kisan Maan-Dhan Yojana (PM-KMY) is an old age pension scheme for all land 

holding Small and Marginal Farmers (SMFs) in the country. 

2)  It is a voluntary and contributory pension scheme for people in the age group of 18 to 60 

years. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a)   1 only 

b)  2 only 

c)   Both 1 and 2 

d)  Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

●   Pradhan Mantri Kisan Maan-Dhan Yojana (PM-KMY) is an old age pension scheme for 

all land holding Small and Marginal Farmers (SMFs) in the country (owning less than 

2 hectares of land)Hence statement 1 is correct. 

●      PM-Kisan MaanDhan Yojana Scheme aims to cover around 3 to 5 crore Small and Marginal 

Farmers. 

●       It is a voluntary and contributory pension scheme, with entry age of 18 to 40 years.(Not 

18 to 60 years) Hence statement 2 is incorrect. 



 

●      Under this Scheme, a minimum fixed pension of Rs.3,000/- is provided to the eligible small 

and marginal farmers on attaining the age of 60 years. 

●      The LIC shall be the pension fund manager and  shall be responsible for pension pay out. 

Why in News? 

● The Parliamentary Standing Committee for Agriculture flagged the very poor response to the 

Pradhan Mantri Kisan Maan Dhan Yojana. 

● Launched in 2019, only 21 lakh farmers have subscribed to the scheme so far. The panel 

urged the Agriculture Ministry to identify the reasons for low enrolment and 

comprehensively modify the scheme if needed. 

 

33.  Consider the following statements about the International Space Station (ISS).  

1. The ISS is solely owned by the U.S. 

2. It is placed in a Low Earth Orbit.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Sol: 

● The International Space Station (ISS) is the largest single structure humans ever put into 

space. 

● Statement 2 is correct: The ISS is in a Low Earth Orbit (LEO) about 400 km to 420 km above 

Earth's surface 

● Its main construction was completed between 1998 and 2011, although the station 

continually evolved to include new missions and experiments. 

● Statement 1 is incorrect: The ISS includes contributions from 15 nations. NASA (United 

States), Roscosmos (Russia) and the European Space Agency are the major partners of the 

space station who contribute most of the funding; the other partners are the Japanese 

Aerospace Exploration Agency and the Canadian Space Agency. 



 

● The ISS serves as a microgravity and space environment research laboratory in which crew 

members conduct experiments in biology, human biology, physics, astronomy, meteorology, 

and other fields. 

● The station is divided into two sections, the Russian Orbital Segment (ROS), which is 

operated by Russia, and the United States Orbital Segment (USOS), which is shared by 

many nations. 

34. Consider the following statements regarding the Anganwadi centres 

1. It was set up under the Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) 

2. These centers provide package of six services including the pre-school non-formal education 

Which of the statements given above is/are INCORRECT? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only             

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 Ans: D 

Explanation 

·         Anganwadis or day-care centres are set up under the Integrated Child Development 

Services (ICDS) by the Women and Child Development Ministry to provide a package of six 

services. 

·         The services include supplementary nutrition; pre-school non-formal education; 

immunisation, nutrition and health education; as well as referral services. 

·         The aim of the ICDS scheme is to reduce infant mortality and child malnutrition. 

Beneficiaries include children in the age group of six months to six years, and pregnant 

women and lactating mothers. 

  

·         While there were a total 7.95 crore beneficiaries of the anganwadi scheme in the country, 

as on September 30, 2019, only 55 lakh were registered at urban anganwadis. This is 

primarily because of an acute paucity of anganwadi centres in urban areas.  

·         For every 100 anganwadi beneficiaries in the country, only seven are in urban areas, 

according to the recent government’s response to a Right to Information (RTI) 

  



 

35.  Which one of the following is the natural habitat for the Gharials in India? 

a) Pulicat Lake 

b) Chambal River 

c) Deepor Beel 

d) None of the above  

 Answer: B 

Explanation  

·         The gharial also known as the fish-eating crocodile, is a crocodilian in the family Gavialidae 

and among the longest of all living crocodilians 

·         Gharial prefers deep fast flowing rivers, however adult gharial have also been observed 

in still water branches  of rivers and in comparatively velocity-free aquatic environments of 

deepholes at river bends and confluences. 

·         Historically, gharial were found in the river system of India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and 

southern part of Bhutan and Nepal. Today they survive only in the waters of India and 

Nepal. 

·          The surviving population can be found within the tributaries of the Ganges river system: 

Girwa (Uttar Pradesh), Son (Madhya Pradesh), Ramganga (Uttarakhand), Gandak (Bihar), 

Chambal (Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan) and Mahanadi (Orissa). 

·         Listed in Schedule I of Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 and as Critically Endangered on 

IUCN Red List 

·         Dam, barrages, and water abstraction adversely affects gharial by turning suitable river 

habitats into marginal/ unsuitable lakes, and by altering the quantity and quality of water 

available to downstream river sections. 

·         Gharial, with its long, toothy rostrum is particularly vulnerable to entanglement in 

fishing nets, where it is frequently trapped underwater and drowns. 

 

36. The term ‘ PEGASUS’ recently seen in news, is related to which of the following ? 

a) Zoonotic disease predominantly affecting Pigs. 

b) Newly discovered flightless bird species in Andaman Islands 

c) Climate change coalition for new age climate governance 

d) Smartphone spyware 



 

Answer : D 

Explanation 

What is spyware? 

● Spyware is defined as malicious software designed to enter your computer device, 

gather data about you, and forward it to a third-party without your consent. 

● Spyware can also refer to legitimate software that monitors your data for commercial 

purposes like advertising. 

About Pegasus  

● Pegasus is the spyware, developed by Israel-based security company, NSO Group 

Technologies. 

● According to the spyware’s product details, Pegasus is meant to infiltrate smartphones 

silently and work on three things -- collect historic data on device, continuously monitor 

activity and transmit this data to a third party. 

● Once installed, Pegasus can send the target’s contacts, calendar events, phone calls on 

and messages on communication apps like WhatsApp and Telegram to the spyware’s 

controller. 

● It could steal messages from even services that offer encryption because it was taking 

the messages before the encryption process. The controller can also turn the phone into a 

spying device by switching on its camera or microphone. 

● Other than Android and iOS systems, Pegasus can also penetrate Symbian and 

BlackBerry-based devices. 

● In all forms of installations, the spyware completes the process in the background, 

completely out of the user’s notice. This, combined with the fact that Pegasus doesn’t 

require the user’s attention is one of the reasons why the spyware is so dangerous and 

popular amongst security contractors. 

● Further, Pegasus doesn’t transmit data when a smartphone is on roaming unless it’s on 

WiFi. This is of course done to hide its tracks, since users might notice high data usage bills 

while roaming. 

● Instead, the spyware collects and stores data on your phone in an encrypted buffer, 

waiting to transmit it once you’re out of roaming. It does the same when the phone doesn’t 

have an active Internet connection or is at under 5% battery. 



 

● There’s no real way to avoid a Pegasus attack other than the regular best practices. Security 

experts have repeatedly advised against downloading suspicious files, clicking on 

unknown links etc. and those remain the best way to fight this malware. 

Why in News? 

● An online database about the use of the spyware Pegasus was recently launched by the 

organisations including Forensic Architecture, Amnesty International and the Citizen Lab to 

document attacks against human rights defenders. 

 

37.  Consider the following statements about legislative councils  

1) The total number of Members in the Legislative council of a State shall not exceed one fifth 

of the total number of Members in the Legislative Assembly, and not less than 40 members. 

2) The members of the Council are either nominated by the Governor of the state or are 

indirectly elected. 

Which of the statements given above is/ are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation  

Legislative Councils and their Composition 

● Under Article 168 of the constitution, states can have either one or two Houses of 

legislature. 

● As per Article 171, the total number of Members in the Legislative council of a State shall 

not exceed one third of the total number of Members in the Legislative Assembly, and 

not less than 40 members. 

● Legislative Councils are permanent Houses, and like Rajya Sabha, one-third of their 

members retire every two years. The tenure of the members of the council is six years. 

● The members of the Council are either nominated by the Governor of the state or are 

indirectly elected. 

○ 1/3 of Members are elected by local bodies like a municipality or other local authorities, 



 

○ 1/12 are elected by electorates consisting of graduates residing in the State,  

○ 1/12 are elected by electorates consisting of persons engaged in teaching,  

○ 1/3 are elected by the Members of Legislative Assembly and  

○ The remaining 1/6 are nominated by the Governor. 

Powers of legislative councils 

● The constitution gives Councils limited legislative powers.  

● Unlike Rajya Sabha which has substantial powers to shape non-financial legislation, 

Legislative Councils lack the constitutional mandate to do so. Legislative Assemblies have 

the power to override suggestions/amendments made to a legislation by the Council. 

● As for money bills, Article 198 allows the legislative council to make its recommendations 

for amendments within 14 days of receiving the bill. However, the legislative assembly could 

accept or reject these recommendations. 

● The State Council of Ministers is responsible to the Legislative Assembly alone and not to the 

Legislative Council. The members of the Legislative Council exercise some control over the 

State ministry by asking questions and supplementary questions to the ministers.  

Why are they important? 

● A second House of legislature is considered important for two reasons:  

○ To act as a check on hasty actions by the popularly elected House (legislative Assembly) and,  

○ It can ensure individuals who might not be cut out for the elections are able to contribute to 

the legislative process. 

Creation/Abolition of legislative councils 

● Article 169(1) of the Constitution allows Parliament to either create or abolish a Council 

in a state if the Legislative Assembly of the State passes a resolution to that effect. 

● The resolution must by a majority of the total membership of the Assembly and by a majority 

of not less than two-thirds of the members of the Assembly present and voting. 

Criticisms on legislative councils 

● The Legislative Councils have been criticised for being unnecessary and unrepresentative 

of the people.  

● They are considered a burden on the state budget and cause delays in passing 

legislation. 

Why in News? 



 

● The West Bengal Assembly has passed a resolution to set up Legislative Council with a two-

thirds majority. 

● The Legislative Council existed in the state till 1969 till a resolution was passed in the 

Assembly for its dissolution. 

● Presently, six states have a Legislative Council, and they are- Maharashtra, Telangana, 

Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Bihar. 

 

38.  With reference to the Right to Information (Amendment) Act, 2019, consider the 

following statements. 

1. The amendment sets the term of the central Chief Information Commissioner and 

Information Commissioners at five years. 

2. According to the amendment, the salaries, allowances and other terms of service of the Chief 

Information Commissioner and Information Commissioners shall be equivalent to that of the 

Chief Election Commissioner and Election Commissioners respectively. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: D 

Sol: 

About RTI Act, 2005 

● Under the Right to Information Act, 2005, Public Authorities are required to make 

disclosures on various aspects of their structure and functioning.   

● This includes: (i) disclosure on their organisation, functions, and structure, (ii) powers and 

duties of its officers and employees, and (iii) financial information.   

● The intent of such suo moto disclosures is that the public should need minimum recourse 

through the Act to obtain such information. If such information is not made available, citizens 

have the right to request for it from the Authorities.   



 

● This may include information in the form of documents, files, or electronic records under 

the control of the Public Authority. The intent behind the enactment of the Act is to promote 

transparency and accountability in the working of Public Authorities.   

Who is included in the ambit of ‘Public Authorities’? 

● The RTI Act defines “public authorities” in Section 2(h). 

● A “public authority” means any authority or body or institution of self- government 

established or constituted  

○ by or under the Constitution; 

○ by any other law made by Parliament; 

○ by any other law made by State Legislature; 

○ by notification issued or order made by the appropriate Government, and includes any – 

○ body owned, controlled or substantially financed; 

○ Non-Government organization substantially financed, directly or indirectly by funds 

provided by the appropriate Government. 

Section 8 of the RTI  

● This provides for exemption from disclosure of information that are more valid in 

reasons  

○ Which would affect the sovereignty and integrity of India, the security, strategic, scientific or 

economic interests of the State; 

○ Which has been expressly forbidden to be published by any court of law or tribunal; 

○ Which would cause a breach of privilege of Parliament or the State Legislature; 

○ Information including commercial confidence, trade secrets or intellectual property; 

○ Information received in confidence from foreign government; 

○ Information which would endanger the life or physical safety of any person; etc. 

How is the right to information enforced under the Act? 

● The Act has established a three tier structure for enforcing the right to information 

guaranteed under the Act. 

● The first request for information goes to the Central/State Assistant Public Information 

Officer and Central/State Public Information Officer, designated by the Public 

Authorities. These Officers are required to provide information to an RTI applicant within 

30 days of the request.   



 

● Appeals from their decisions go to an Appellate Authority.   

● Appeals against the order of the Appellate Authority go to the State Information 

Commission or the Central Information Commission.  These Information Commissions 

consist of a Chief Information Commissioner, and up to 10 Information Commissioners.   

Right to Information (Amendment) Act, 2019  

● The Act amended Sections 13 and 16 of the RTI Act, 2005.  

● Statement 1 is incorrect: Section 13 of the original Act sets the term of the central Chief 

Information Commissioner and Information Commissioners at five years (or until the age 

of 65, whichever is earlier). The amendment changed that the appointment will be for such 

term as may be prescribed by the Central Government. In 2019, the Central Government 

reduced the tenure of central and state information commissioners from five to three years 

under the amendment act. 

● Statement 2 is incorrect: According to the amendment act, the salaries, allowances and 

other terms of service of the Chief Information Commissioner and Information 

Commissioners shall be such as may be prescribed by the Central Government. 

Previously it was equivalent to that of the Chief Election Commissioner and Election 

Commissioners respectively. 

● The government said that the amendment was required because the election commission is 

a Constitutional body while the information commission, formed under the Right to 

Information Act, is a statutory one. 

Why in the news? 

● The Supreme Court has directed the Union of India and all States to file status reports on the 

latest developments regarding vacancies and pendency in the Central Information 

Commission (CIC) and State Information Commissions (SICs). 

 

 

 

39.  Consider the following statements about the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation 

(OIC).  

1. It is the second largest inter-governmental organization after the United Nations.  

2. India is an observer of the OIC. 



 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is correct: The Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is the second largest 

inter-governmental organization after the United Nations with a membership of 57 

states.  

● The majority of its member states are Muslim-majority countries, while others have 

significant Muslim populations, including several African and South American countries. 

● Statement 2 is incorrect: India is neither a member nor an observer of the OIC. 

● The organization is the collective voice of the Muslim world to ensure and safeguard their 

interest on economic socio and political areas.  

● Under its charter, the OIC aims at promoting Islamic solidarity and co-operation among 

its Member and Observer States in the political, economic, social, cultural, humanitarian, 

scientific and related spheres.  

● The OIC has observer status at the United Nations, on a reciprocal basis, and it co-operates 

with the United Nations in all areas of concern, including support to the Governments of 

Member States in their efforts to promote the economic and social development of their 

countries and peoples. 

● Its Headquarters is in Jeddah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 

Why in the news? 

Recently, the Ministry of External Affairs rejected the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation’s 

(OIC) proposal to assist a dialogue between India and Pakistan. 

 

40.  Aedes aegypti mosquitoes are responsible for transmitting which of the following 

diseases? 

1) Dengue 

2) Chikungunya 



 

3) Zika virus. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

The Aedes aegypti mosquito is the main vector that transmits the viruses that cause dengue 

Zika,Chikungunya and Yellow fever. 

Why in the news?  

● Recently, Zika Virus Disease (ZVD) was reported for the first time in Kerala. 

About Zika Virus Disease 

● Zika virus is a mosquito-borne flavivirus that was first identified in Uganda in 1947 in 

monkeys. It was later identified in humans in 1952 in Uganda and the United Republic of 

Tanzania. 

● Zika virus disease is caused by a virus transmitted primarily by Aedes mosquitoes, which 

bite during the day. 

● The incubation period (the time from exposure to symptoms) of Zika virus disease is 

estimated to be 3–14 days. 

● Symptoms are generally mild and include fever, rash, conjunctivitis, muscle and joint pain, 

malaise or headache. Symptoms typically last for 2–7 days. Most people with Zika virus 

infection do not develop symptoms. 

● Zika virus infection during pregnancy can cause infants to be born with microcephaly and 

other congenital malformations, known as congenital Zika syndrome. Infection with Zika 

virus is also associated with other complications of pregnancy including preterm birth and 

miscarriage. 

● An increased risk of neurologic complications is associated with Zika virus infection in adults 

and children, including Guillain-Barré syndrome, neuropathy and myelitis. 

● There is no antiviral treatment available for Zika virus. But most patients recover from the 

illness within a week of infection.  



 

 

41. Consider the following statements. 

1. The Gangetic river dolphin can only live in freshwater.  

2. They hunt by emitting ultrasonic sounds. 

3. It is categorized as “Endangered” by the International Union for Conservation of 

Nature(IUCN) in the Red Data Book. 

Which of the above given statements is/ are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 2 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer:D 

Explanation:  

The Gangetic river dolphins were officially discovered in 1801 and are one of the oldest 

creatures in the world along with some species of turtles, crocodiles and sharks, according 

to the World Wildlife Fund (WWF).They once lived in the Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna and 

Karnaphuli-Sangu river systems of Nepal, India, and Bangladesh, but are now mostly extinct 

from many of its early distribution ranges.Today, their numbers have dwindled mainly 

because of direct killing, habitat fragmentation by dams and barrages and indiscriminate 

fishing. 

Statements 1 and 2 are correct. 

The Ganges river dolphin can only live in freshwater and is essentially blind. They hunt by 

emitting ultrasonic sounds, which bounces off of fish and other prey, enabling them to “see” 

an image in their mind. They are frequently found alone or in small groups, and generally a 

mother and calf travel together.  

Statement 3 is correct. 

Dolphins have been categorised as ‘Endangered’ on the International Union for the 

Conservation of Nature’s (IUCN) Red List.The Gangetic dolphins have also been included in 

Schedule -I of the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, which means they have the highest 

degree of protection against hunting. 

Why in the news? 



 

● The National Dolphin Research Centre (NDRC) is coming up at Patna University, Bihar by 

2022. It will be constructed on the banks of River Ganga. 

● It will come up under Project Dolphin executed by the Ministry of Environment, Forests and 

Climate Change. 

● NDRC would boost conservation efforts of dolphins and would provide an opportunity for 

in-depth research on dolphins including its changing behaviour, survival skills, food habits, 

cause of death and other aspects. 

Why Bihar? 

● Because Bihar accounts for 50% of the world’s river dolphin population. Bihar is home to 

around half of the estimated 3,000 Gangetic dolphins in India. 

Project Dolphin 

● Project Dolphin is a 10-year project in the similar lines of Project Tiger and Project elephant 

launched in 2020. The idea is to increase the population of Gangetic Dolphins across the 

Ganga  and other rivers. 

● It also aims to develop marine dolphins. 

 

42. Consider the following statements about European Union  

1) The European Union (EU) is a unique economic and political union between 27 European 

countries.  

2) The United Kingdom, which had been a founding member of the EU, left the organization in 

2020. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

● The European Union (EU) is a unique economic and political union between 27 European 

countries.  



 

● The United Kingdom, which had been a founding member of the EU, left the organization in 

2020. 

● The EU was created by the Maastricht Treaty, which entered into force on November 1, 

1993. The treaty was designed to enhance European political and economic integration by 

creating a single currency (the euro), a unified foreign and security policy, and common 

citizenship rights and by advancing cooperation in the areas of immigration, asylum, and 

judicial affairs.  

● Additionally, the Treaty of Lisbon, enacted in 2009, gave the EU more broad powers that 

included being authorized to sign international treaties, increase border patrol, and other 

security and enforcement provisions. 

● EU’s headquarters is currently located in Brussels, Belgium. 

● Currently, the euro is the official currency of 19 out of 27 EU member countries which 

together constitute the Eurozone, officially called the euro area. 

 

Why in the News? 

● The European Union has projected that the eurozone economy will grow by 4.8% this year, 

much faster than the 4.3% expansion it had forecast in May, despite emerging concerns the 

fast-spreading Delta variant of the coronavirus could lead to new restrictions. 



 

● It also projected higher inflation this year for the 19-nation currency bloc than previously 

forecast, but estimated consumer prices growth would slow next year. 

● The large upward revision is largely due to the reopening of the bloc's national economies in 

the second quarter which benefited the services sector and is expected to boost tourism 

within the EU. 

 

43. Consider the following statements regarding the e - NAM (National Agriculture 

Market) 

1. It is a pan-India electronic trading portal which networks the existing APMC mandis to create 

a unified national market for agricultural commodities. 

2. Small Farmers Agribusiness Consortium (SFAC) is the lead agency for implementing e-NAM 

under the aegis of Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 Ans: C 

Explanation 

·         National Agriculture Market (eNAM) is a pan-India electronic trading portal which 

networks the existing APMC mandis to create a unified national market for agricultural 

commodities 

·         It is an online trading platform for agriculture produce aiming to help farmers, traders, 

and buyers with online trading and getting a better price by smooth marketing 

·         It was launched by the Centre in 2015 and the government had to extend it in a phased 

manner across the 585 mandis of the country by December 31, 2019 

·         Small Farmers Agribusiness Consortium (SFAC) is the lead agency for implementing 

eNAM under the aegis of Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare 

Advantages 



 

·         For the farmers, NAM promises more options for sale. It would increase his access to 

markets through warehouse-based sales and thus obviate the need to transport his 

produce to the mandi 

·         For the local trader in the mandi / market, NAM offers the opportunity to access a larger 

national market for secondary trading 

  

 

44. The Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority 

(APEDA) is mandated with the responsibility of export promotion for which of the 

following products? 

1. Dairy Products 

2. Herbal and Medicinal Plants 

3. Alcoholic and Non-Alcoholic Beverages 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

The Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA) was 

established by the Government of India under the Agricultural and Processed Food Products 

Export Development Authority Act 1985.The Authority replaced the Processed Food Export 

Promotion Council (PFEPC) APEDA, under the Ministry of Commerce and Industries 

promotes export of agricultural and processed food products from India. 

APEDA is mandated with the responsibility of export promotion and development of the 

following scheduled products 

● Fruits, Vegetables and their Products 

● Meat and Meat Products 

● Poultry and Poultry Products 

● Dairy Products 



 

● Confectionery, Biscuits and Bakery Products 

● Honey, Jaggery and Sugar Products 

● Cocoa and its products, chocolates of all kinds 

● Alcoholic and Non-Alcoholic Beverages 

● Cereal and Cereal Products 

● Groundnuts, Peanuts and Walnuts 

● Pickles, Papads and Chutneys 

● Guar Gum 

● Floriculture and Floriculture Products 

● Herbal and Medicinal Plants 

Other Functions: 

● Fixing of standards and specifications for the scheduled products for the purpose of exports; 

● Carrying out inspection of meat and meat products in slaughterhouses, processing plants, 

storage premises, conveyances or other places where such products are kept or handled for 

the purpose of ensuring the quality of such products; 

● Improving of packaging of the Scheduled products; 

● Improving of marketing of the Scheduled products outside India; 

● Collection of statistics from the owners of factories or establishments engaged in the 

production, processing, packaging, marketing or export of the scheduled products or from 

such other persons as may be prescribed on any matter relating to the scheduled products 

and publication of the statistics so collected or of any portions thereof or extracts therefrom; 

Why in the news? 

To promote agricultural crops exports and adherence to global practices, APEDA in 

collaboration with Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs), traders, exporters, agricultural 

scientists, Uttar Pradesh government & other institutions today organized a meet at 

Varanasi. 

 

45.  Consider the following Statements  

1) According to Article 74(2), the advice given by the Council of Ministers to the President 

cannot be a subject of enquiry in any court. 



 

2) The Council of Ministers should not exceed 15% of the total number of members of the Lower 

House. 

3) The Ministers are collectively responsible to the President. 

Which of the Statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 1 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 2 only 

Answer: A 

Explanation  

There shall be a Council of Ministers with the Prime Minister at the head to aid and advise the 

President who shall, in the exercise of his functions, act in accordance with such advice. The 

question whether any, and if so what, advice was tendered by Ministers to the President shall 

not be inquired into in any court. Statement 1 is correct. 

The total number of Ministers, including the Prime Minister, in the Council of Ministers shall not 

exceed fifteen per cent of the total number of members of the House of the People Statement 

2 is correct. 

The Ministers shall hold office during the pleasure of the President. The Council of Ministers 

shall be collectively responsible to the House of the People. Statement 3 is incorrect. 

Why in the news? 

● Recently, the Prime Minister expanded and reshuffled his Council of Ministers (COM). 

 

 

46. Consider the following statements about Agriculture Infrastructure Fund  

1. It is a medium - long term debt financing facility for investment in viable projects for post-

harvest management infrastructure and community farming assets through interest 

subvention and credit guarantee.  

2. Under the scheme, Rs. 1 Lakh Crore will be provided by banks and financial institutions as 

loans to eligible beneficiaries. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 



 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation  

● The Government of India launched the Central Sector Scheme of financing facility under 

the Agriculture Infrastructure Fund (AIF) in 2020. 

● AIF is a medium - long term debt financing facility for investment in viable projects for 

post-harvest management infrastructure and community farming assets through 

interest subvention and credit guarantee. Hence statement 1 is correct. 

● AIF aims at bringing farmers & agribusinesses together with newer partnership models 

emerging for the creation of distributed infra near farm-gate in a hub & spoke model. These 

assets will enable farmers to get greater value for their produce as they will be able to store 

and sell at higher prices, reduce wastage, and increase processing and value addition. 

● The duration of the scheme is from FY2020 to FY2029 (10 years).  

● Under the scheme, Rs. 1 Lakh Crore will be provided by banks and financial institutions as 

loans with interest subvention of 3% per annum and credit guarantee coverage under 

Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for Micro and Small Enterprises (CGTMSE) for loans up 

to Rs. 2 Crores. Statement 2 is correct. 

○ Launched in 2000, CGTMSE makes available collateral-free credit to the micro and small 

enterprise sector. The corpus of CGTMSE is being contributed by the Government of India and 

SIDBI in the ratio of 4:1 respectively. 

● Eligible beneficiaries: Farmers, Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs), Primary 

Agricultural Credit Society (PACS), Marketing Cooperative Societies, Self Help Groups 

(SHGs), Joint Liability Groups (JLG), Multipurpose Cooperative Societies, Agri-

entrepreneurs, Start-ups, and Central/State agency or Local Body sponsored Public-Private 

Partnership Projects. 

Why in News? 

● The Union Cabinet has approved modifications in the guidelines of the Rs 1-lakh-crore 

Agriculture Infrastructure Fund.  



 

● Eligibility to avail loans from AIF has now been extended to state agencies/Agricultural 

Produce Market Committees (APMCs), national and state federations of cooperatives, 

federations of farmers producers organisations (FPOs) and federations of self-help groups 

(SHGs). 

● If an eligible entity takes up projects in different locations, all such efforts will be eligible for 

'interest subvention' for loans up to Rs.2 crore. However, there will be a maximum limit of 

25 such projects for a private sector unit.  

● The overall period of the scheme has been extended from 10 years to 13 years up to 

2032-33. 

● So far, the government has sanctioned projects worth Rs 4,300 crore from AIF. 

 

47.  Consider the following statements about malaria 

1) It is a bacterial disease transmitted through the bites of female Anopheles mosquitoes. 

2) The percentage increase in malaria cases in India is alarming in 2019 as compared to 2018. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: D 

Explanation  

Why in News: 

● The World Health Organization (WHO) has declared that China is “malaria-free” 

What is malaria 

● Malaria is a life-threatening disease caused by parasites that are transmitted to people 

through the bites of infected female Anopheles mosquitoes. It is preventable and curable. 

Hence statement 1 is incorrect.  

○ Mosquirix is the world's first licensed malaria vaccine and also the first vaccine licensed 

for use against a human parasitic disease of any kind. 

● Malaria is caused by Plasmodium parasites. The parasites are spread to people through 

the bites of infected female Anopheles mosquitoes, called "malaria vectors." 



 

● After entering the human body, parasites initially multiply within the liver cells and then 

attack the Red Blood Cells (RBCs) resulting in their rupture. 

● There are 5 parasite species that cause malaria in humans, and 2 of these species – 

Plasmodium falciparum and Plasmodium vivax – pose the greatest threat. 

● In 2019, there were an estimated 229 million cases of malaria worldwide. 

Symptoms 

● The first symptoms – fever, headache, and chills – may be mild and difficult to recognize 

as malaria.  

● If not treated within 24 hours, malaria can progress to severe illness, often leading to 

death. 

Prevention 

● Vector control is the main way to prevent and reduce malaria transmission.  

● Insecticide-treated mosquito nets- Sleeping under an insecticide-treated net (ITN) can 

reduce contact between mosquitoes and humans by providing both a physical barrier and 

an insecticidal effect.  

● Antimalarial drugs- Antimalarial medicines can also be used to prevent malaria. 

The latest numbers 

● The 2020 report said the majority of cases were reported in Africa, while India and Southeast 

Asia recorded a significant drop.  

● Cases in India fell from approximately 20 million to 6 million, according to the 2020 

report. 

How did China achieve this 

● In the 1980s, China began using insecticide-treated nets widely, distributing 2.4 million 

nets by 1988. 

● WHO credited China’s public health system offering free of charge diagnosis and 

treatment of malaria in bringing down cases to zero, as well as a “1-3-7 strategy” referring 

to a one-day deadline to report a malaria diagnosis, confirming a case and determining 

the spread by the third day, and measures taken to stop the spread by the seventh day, 

along with continued surveillance in high-risk areas. 



 

Initiatives by WHO 

● WHO launched the E-2025 initiative to halt the transmission of malaria in 25 identified 

countries by 2025. It is built on the foundation of the E-2020 initiative.  

● In 2016, the World Health Organization (WHO) identified a group of 21 countries spanning 

five regions to scale up efforts to achieve malaria elimination by 2020. The E-2020 initiative 

was launched in the year 2017 with an aim of achieving zero indigenous cases of malaria 

within the 2020 timeline.  

● India is not a part of E-2020 and E-2025 

India and malaria 

● India is the only highly endemic country which has reported a decline of 17.6% in 2019 

as compared to 2018. Hence statement 2 is incorrect. 

● The Annual Parasite Incidence (API, the number of new infections per year per 1000 

population) reduced by 18.4% in 2019 as compared to 2018. 

● The percentage drop in the malaria cases was 71.8% and deaths were 73.9% between 

2000 to 2019. 

● Malaria deaths in India declined from about 29,500 in 2000 to about 7,700 in 2019 

● India, however, still accounted for 88 per cent of malaria cases and 86 percent of malaria 

deaths in the WHO South-East Asia Region in 2019. 

● India achieved a reduction of 83.34% in malaria morbidity and 92% in malaria 

mortality between the year 2000 and 2019, thereby achieving Goal 6 of the Millennium 

Development Goals. 

India’s Strategy 

● National Framework for Malaria Elimination (NFME) in 2016 by the Ministry of Health 

and Family Welfare. NFME is in line with WHO’s Global Technical Strategy for Malaria, 2016-

2030, which guides the WHO Global Malaria Programme (GMP), responsible for coordinating 

WHO's global efforts to control and eliminate malaria. 

● In 2017, the National Strategic Plan for Malaria Elimination (2017-22) was released, 

outlining strategies for the next five years. It gives year-by-year elimination targets in 

various sections of the country, based on malaria endemicity. 

● In 2019, four states (West Bengal, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, and Madhya Pradesh) began 

implementing the High Burden to High Impact (HBHI) initiative. 



 

● The distribution of Long-Lasting Insecticidal Nets (LLINs) to high-burden areas has 

resulted in a decrease in endemicity in these normally highly endemic areas. 

● The Malaria Elimination Research Alliance-India (MERA-India) was founded by the 

Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), which is a consortium of malaria control 

partners. 

 

48.  Which of the following are the main programmatic components of the National Health 

Mission? 

1) Health System Strengthening in rural and urban areas 

2) Reproductive-Maternal- Neonatal-Child and Adolescent Health (RMNCH+A) 

3) Communicable and Non-Communicable Diseases. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1,2 and 3 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

About National Health mission 

● National Health Mission (NHM) was launched by the Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare in 2013 subsuming the National Rural Health Mission and National Urban 

Health Mission.  

Objective 

● The National Health Mission (NHM) envisages achievement of universal access to 

equitable, affordable & quality health care services that are accountable and responsive 

to people's needs. 

Components 

● The main programmatic components include 

○ Health System Strengthening in rural and urban areas 

○ Reproductive-Maternal- Neonatal-Child and Adolescent Health (RMNCH+A) 

○ Communicable and Non-Communicable Diseases. 



 

● The National Health Mission seeks to ensure the achievement of the following indicators. 

● Reduce Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR) to 1/1000 live births 

● Reduce Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) to 25/1000 live births 

● Reduce Total Fertility Rate (TFR) to 2.1 

● Prevention and reduction of anemia in women aged 15–49 years 

● Prevent and reduce mortality & morbidity from communicable, non-communicable; 

injuries and emerging diseases 

● Reduce household out-of-pocket expenditure on total health care expenditure 

● Reduce annual incidence and mortality from Tuberculosis by half 

● Reduce prevalence of Leprosy to <1/10000 population and incidence to zero in all districts 

● Annual Malaria Incidence to be <1/1000 

● Less than 1 per cent microfilaria prevalence in all districts 

● Kala-azar Elimination by 2015, <1 case per 10000 population in all blocks 

 

49.  Arrange the following  industries in the increasing order of their weightage in Index 

of Eight core industries. 

1) Cement 

2) Electricity 

3) Refinery products 

4) Coal 

5) Fertilizers 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 5-1-4-2-3 

b) 1-5-2-4-3 

c) 3-2-4-1-5 

d) 2-3-4-5-1 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

● The monthly Index of Eight Core Industries (ICI) is a production volume index. 



 

●  The objective of the ICI is to provide an advance indication on production performance 

of industries of ‘core’ nature before the release of Index of Industrial Production (IIP) 

by the Central Statistics Office.  

●  The Eight Core Industries comprise 40.27 per cent of the weight of items included in the 

Index of Industrial Production (IIP).  

● These industries are likely to impact on general economic activities as well as industrial 

activities. 

● ICI measures collective and individual performance of production in selected eight core 

industries viz. Coal, Crude Oil, Natural Gas, Petroleum Refinery Products, Fertilizers, Steel, 

Cement and Electricity. Components covered in these eight industries for the purpose of 

compilation of index are as follows: 

● Coal – Coal Production excluding Coking coal.(weight: 10.33 per cent) 

● Crude Oil – Total Crude Oil Production.(weight: 8.98 per cent) 

● Natural Gas – Total Natural Gas Production.(weight: 6.88 per cent) 

● Refinery Products – Total Refinery Production (in terms of Crude Throughput). (weight: 

28.04 per cent)  

● Fertilizer – Urea, Ammonium Sulphate (A/S), Calcium Ammonium Nitrate (CAN), 

Ammonium chloride (A/C), Diammonium Phosphate (DAP), Complex Grade Fertilizer and 

Single superphosphate (SSP).  (weight: 2.63 per cent) 

● Steel – Production of Alloy and Non-Alloy Steel only. (weight: 17.92 per cent)  

● Cement – Production of Large Plants and Mini Plants. (weight: 5.37 per cent)  

● Electricity – Actual Electricity Generation of Thermal, Nuclear, Hydro, imports from 

Bhutan.(weight: 19.85 per cent) 

The Index is compiled and released by Office of the Economic Adviser (OEA), Department for 

Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), Ministry of Commerce & Industry, 

Government of India. 

 

 

50.  Consider the following statements about Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) 

1) Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) in India has fallen from 50 to 32 per 1,000 live births over the 

past decade. 



 

2) IMR is higher in rural areas than in urban areas.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation  

The infant mortality rate is defined as the number of deaths of children under one year of 

age, expressed per 1 000 live births.  

● IMR is widely accepted as a crude indicator of the overall health scenario of a country or 

region. 

● Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) in India has fallen from 50 to 32 per 1,000 live births over the 

past decade, but the wide variation in numbers across the country offsets the achievement. 

Statement 1 is correct  

● Data released recently by the Office of the Registrar General of India in its Sample 

Registration System bulletin shows that the numbers vary dramatically among states and 

between rural and urban areas.  

Variation among states 

● The bulletin has divided states and Union Territories into three categories—bigger, smaller 

and Union Territories.  

● States and Union Territories with a population of more than 10 million as per Census 2011 

are in the “bigger” category.  

● While three “bigger” states, Delhi, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu—have IMR within 20,, in 

four states, IMR has crossed 40 -Assam,Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh and Odisha.. 

● The variation is wide even among smaller states—37 in Arunachal Pradesh and four in 

Nagaland. Similarly among Union Territories, IMR varies between 16 and nine in Andaman 

and Nicobar Islands and Daman and Diu. 

Rural Vs Urban  

● IMR is higher in rural areas than in urban areas. Statement 2 is correct. 



 

● In rural India, one in every 28 infants dies within the first year of their life, while the figure 

is one in 43 for urban areas, the bulletin states. 

●  Delhi, Tripura and Puducherry are the only places that have higher IMR in urban areas than 

in rural areas. 

 

 

51. Consider the following statements about The Child Labour (Prohibition & Regulation) 

Amendment Act, 2016  

1. It prohibits the employment of children below 14 years. 

2. Children under 14 years can help their families or family enterprises if the work is not 

hazardous and only after school hours or during vacations.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation  

The Child Labour (Prohibition & Regulation) Amendment Act, 2016  

● The Act amends the Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986. It completely 

prohibits the employment of children below 14 years. 

● The amendment also prohibits the employment of adolescents in the age group of 14 to 

18 years in hazardous occupations and processes and regulates their working conditions 

where they are not prohibited. 

Exceptions 

● While the Act prohibits the employment of children below 14 years in any occupation or 

process, they are allowed to work in two cases.  

○ They can help their families or family enterprises if the work is not hazardous and only 

after school hours or during vacations.  



 

○ They can also work as artists in an audio-visual entertainment industry (including in 

advertisements, films and television serials, or in sports activities other than circuses) if such 

work follows appropriate safety measures. Children can only do this kind of work if it does 

not affect their education. 

Punishment 

● Anyone who employs a child or adolescent or permits him/her to work without following 

the regulations mentioned in this Act and the Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 

1986, can be imprisoned from six months to two years or fined between Rs. 20,000 and 

Rs. 50,000, or both.  

● A person who has been convicted of a similar offence before can be imprisoned for 1-3 years. 

The parents or guardians of children or adolescents thus employed cannot be punished 

unless they violate the regulations mentioned in these Acts. 

Why in News?  

● The government has appealed to citizens to report the instances of Child Labour on PENCIL 

Portal or by calling on Childline-1098, India's first 24 - hour, free, emergency phone 

outreach service for children in need of care and protection. 

About the portal 

● The Platform for Effective Enforcement for No Child Labour (PENCiL) Portal is an electronic 

platform organised by the Ministry of Labour and Employment involving Centre, State, 

District, Governments, civil society and the general public in achieving the target of child 

labour free society. 

● The portal was launched in 2017 under the Ministry of Labour and Employment’s National 

Child Labour Project (NCLP).  

○ NCLP is a Central Sector Scheme launched in 1988 to rehabilitate children indulged in child 

labour. Under the scheme District Project Societies (DPS) are set up at the district level under 

the Chairmanship of the Collector/District Magistrate for overseeing the implementation of the 

project. 

● At district level District Nodal Officers (DNOs) are nominated to take action on the 

complaints of their respective districts. Complaints about child labour filed on PENCiL are 

forwarded to the DNOs for further action. Rescue measures are undertaken in coordination 

with police.  



 

● Rescued children are sent to centres where they get an education or are imparted 

vocational training. Children less than 8 years are enrolled in schools under the Sarva 

Shiksha Abhiyan; children in the 8-14 year bracket are sent to special training centres (STCs) 

and 14-18-year-olds are enrolled in vocational (skill) training centres.  

● India has 1.01 crore child labourers, according to Census 2011, against 1.26 crore in 2001. 

 

 

 

 

52.  Consider the following statements about ransomware 

1) Ransomware is malware that employs encryption to hold a victim’s information at ransom.  

2) WannaCry, NotPetya, Kaseya are some examples of ransomware. 

Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: D 

What is ransomware? 

● Ransomware is malware that employs encryption to hold a victim’s information at ransom. 

A user or organization’s critical data is encrypted so that they cannot access files, databases, 

or applications.  



 

● A ransom is then demanded to provide access. Ransomware is often designed to spread 

across a network and target database and file servers, and can thus quickly paralyze an 

entire organization. 

● Ex: WannaCry, NotPetya, Kaseya 

○ Malware- is a term used to describe malicious software, including spyware, ransomware, 

viruses, and worms. Malware breaches a network through a vulnerability, typically when a 

user clicks a dangerous link or email attachment that then installs risky software 

● To read about cyberattacks: https://officerspulse.com/cyberattacks/ 

Interpol 

● The International Criminal Police Organisation, or Interpol, is a 194-member 

intergovernmental organisation. 

● Headquarters in Lyon, France. 

 

● Formed in 1923 as the International Criminal Police Commission, and started calling itself 

Interpol in 1956. 

● India joined the organisation in 1949, and is one of its oldest members. 

https://officerspulse.com/cyberattacks/


 

 

● In each country, an INTERPOL National Central Bureau (NCB) provides the central point of 

contact for the General Secretariat and other NCBs.  

● An NCB is run by national police officials and usually sits in the government ministry 

responsible for policing. 

● In India, the Central Bureau of Investigation is the NCB for Interpol. 

 



 

Why in News? 

● Senior police officers of the Interpol’s member countries have endorsed measures to boost 

the role of its National Central Bureaus (NCBs), in view of the evolving ransomware threats. 

 

53.  Consider the following statements about SAGE portal 

1) The SAGE portal will be a “one-stop access” of elderly care products and services by credible 

start-ups.  

2) It was by launched by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

Explanation  

About the Portal  

● The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment has launched the SAGE (Seniorcare 

Aging Growth Engine) portal for elderly persons. 

● The SAGE portal will be a “one-stop access” of elderly care products and services by 

credible start-ups.  

● It has been launched with a view to help such persons who are interested in 

entrepreneurship in the field of providing services for elderly care. 

● The SAGE project aims to identify, evaluate, verify, aggregate, and deliver products, solutions 

and services directly to the stakeholders.  

● The Ministry will act as a facilitator, enabling the elderly to access the products through 

these identified start-ups. 

● The start-ups will be selected by an independent screening committee of experts. The 

selection would be on the basis of innovative products and services, which they should 

be able to provide across sectors such as health, housing, care centers, apart from 

technological access linked to finances, food and wealth management, and legal guidance. 

● A fund of upto Rs.1 crore as one-time equity will be granted to each selected start-up. 



 

● An allocation of Rs 25 crores has been made for the SAGE project in the current financial year 

i.e 2021-22. 

Significance 

● The share of elders, as a percentage of the total population in the country, is expected to 

increase from around 7.5% in 2001 to almost 12.5% by 2026, and surpass 19.5% by 

2050 according to some surveys. 

● There is an urgent need to create a more robust elder care ecosystem in India, especially in 

the post-COVID phase. 

● Keeping this need in mind, an amount of  Rs 100 crore has been assigned by the government 

for the promotion of the silver economy. 

○ Silver Economy is defined as the market that is being developed around the needs of an ageing 

population, with a focus on innovation. 

What’s in the news? 

● The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment conducted an awareness drive about the 

SAGE portal for elderly persons. 

 

54.  Consider the statements about the Jal Jeevan Mission launched in 2019. 

1. It is an initiative of the Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation, Ministry of Jal Shakti. 

2. The chief objective of the Mission is to provide Functional Household Tap Connection (FHTC) 

to every rural household by 2024. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

About Jal Jeevan Mission 

● Launched in 2019, the chief objective of the Mission is to provide Functional Household 

Tap Connection (FHTC) to every rural household by 2024 and thereby ensuring potable 



 

water supply in adequate quantity i.e. @ 55 lpcd (Litres per capita per day) of prescribed 

quality on a long-term and regular basis. 

● This Mission is under the Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation, Ministry of Jal 

Shakti. 

● It focuses on integrated demand and supply-side management of water at the local level. 

● The programme also implements source sustainability measures as mandatory elements, 

such as recharge and reuse through greywater management, water conservation and 

rainwater harvesting.  

● The Jal Jeevan Mission is based on a community approach to water and will include 

extensive Information, Education and Communication (IEC) as a key component of the 

mission.  

● JJM looks to create a Jan Andolan (People's Movement) for water, thereby making it 

everyone’s priority.  

● The fund sharing pattern is 90:10 for Himalayan and North-Eastern States; 50:50 for other 

States and 100% for UTs. 

Why in News? 

● The Centre has allocated a 3,323 crore rupees grant to Odisha under the Jal Jeevan Mission 

for the current financial year to provide tap water supply to every rural household.  

Related Information 

Jal Jeevan Mission (Urban) 

● Union Finance Minister, in the latest budget, announced that Jal Jeevan Mission (Urban) will 

be launched to provide universal coverage of water supply to all households through 

functional taps in all 4,378 statutory towns in accordance with SDG Goal-6 ("clean water 

and sanitation for all").  

● Sewerage/septage management in 500 AMRUT cities with the objective of making them 

water secure are the major focus areas under JJM(U).  

Key Highlights 

● The project will focus on rejuvenation of water bodies to augment sustainable fresh water 

supply and creating green spaces and sponge cities to reduce floods and enhance amenity 

value through an Urban Aquifer Management plan. 



 

● JJM(U) will promote circular economy of water through development of a city water 

balance plan for each city focusing on recycle/reuse of treated sewage, rejuvenation of water 

bodies and water conservation. 20% of water demand to be met by reused water with 

development of institutional mechanisms. 

● Information, Education and Communication (IEC) campaign is proposed to spread 

awareness among masses about conservation of water. 

● In order to promote Public private partnership, it has been mandated for cities having a 

million plus population to take up PPP projects worth a minimum of 10 percent of their total 

project fund allocation. 

● Funding Pattern : 

○ For Union Territories, there will be 100% central funding.  

○ For North Eastern and Hill States, central funding for projects will be 90%.  

○ Central funding will be 50% for cities with less than 1 lakh population, one third for cities 

with 1 lakh to 10 lakh population and 25% for cities with million plus population. 

● Mission will be monitored through a technology-based platform on which beneficiary 

response will be monitored along with progress and output-outcome. 

 

55.  With reference to the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment Act, 2019, 

consider the following statements. 

1. It empowers the central government to designate an individual a terrorist if they are found 

committing an act of terror. 

2. It requires any investigating officer to take prior permission of the Director General of Police 

of a state for conducting raids. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

Sol: 



 

● The Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment Act, 2019 was passed by the Parliament in 

August 2019. It amends the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967. 

● Statement 1 is correct: The act empowers the central government to designate an 

individual a “terrorist” if they are found committing, preparing for, promoting, or involved 

in an act of terror. Earlier, the Central Government was having powers only to designate 

organisations as terrorist organisations. 

● Statement 2 is incorrect: The UAPA law of 1967 requires an investigating officer to take 

prior permission of the Director General of Police of a state for conducting raids, and seizing 

properties that are suspected to be linked to terrorist activities.  

● The amendment act of 2019 however, removes this requirement if the investigation is 

conducted by an officer of the National Investigation Agency (NIA). The investigating 

officer, under the 2019 act, only requires sanction from the Director General of NIA. 

➢ Central agencies such as the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) are required to obtain 

prior permission from the state government since law and order is a state subject under 

the Constitution. 

● The UAPA law of 1967 specifies that only officers of the rank of Deputy Superintendent or 

Assistant Commissioner of Police of the NIA shall have the power to investigate offences 

under the UAPA law. The amendment act seeks to allow NIA officers of Inspector rank to 

carry out investigations. 

 

56. Which of the following statements about Government securities is incorrect? 

a) G-Secs are tradable instruments like bonds issued by the Central Government or the State 

Governments with a promise of repayment upon maturity.  

b) The Central Government can issue both treasury bills and bonds while the State 

Governments can issue only bonds, which are called the State Development Loans (SDLs). 

c) These securities are considered low-risk, since they involve the government and hence, are 

called risk-free gilt-edged instruments. 

d) None of the above 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

What are Government Securities (G-Secs)? 



 

● G-Secs are tradable instruments like bonds issued by the Central Government or the State 

Governments with a promise of repayment upon maturity.  

● The Central Government can issue both treasury bills and bonds while the State 

Governments can issue only bonds, which are called the State Development Loans (SDLs). 

● These securities are considered low-risk, since they involve the government and hence, are 

called risk-free gilt-edged instruments. 

● The G-sec market is dominated by institutional investors such as banks, mutual funds and 

insurance companies. 

Why in News? 

● The Reserve Bank of India has announced details of a scheme that would allow retail 

investors to directly buy and sell G-Secs on its platform, seeking to democratize the 

ownership of government debt securities beyond banks and managers of pooled resources 

such as mutual funds.  

● Through RBI’s Retail Direct scheme, an investor would be able to bid in G-Secs auctions 

and buy them in the secondary market as well. 

● Retail investors will need to open and maintain a Retail Direct Gilt Account (RDG Account) 

with RBI to access its G-Sec platform. 

● RBI will not charge any fee for maintaining an RDG Account. Using the RDG account, a saver 

can buy from the primary market, which is hitherto dominated by bond houses or 

institutional investors. 

● The date of commencement of the scheme will be announced at a later date, 

Eligibility 

● To open an RDG Account, a retail investor should have a savings bank account, PAN 

(Permanent Account Number), KYC (Know Your Customer) documents, a valid email address 

and a mobile number. The RDG account can be held either by one person or jointly. 

● Non-resident retail investors will also be eligible to invest in government securities, but 

as per the rules set by Foreign Exchange Management Act.  

 

 

 

 



 

57.  Consider the following statements about Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana  

1) It was launched to provide connectivity to unconnected habitations of designated population 

size. 

2) The programme covers both rural and urban unconnected habitations. 

3) The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways along with state governments is responsible 

for the implementation of PMGSY. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 1 and 2 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is correct: The Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY), was launched in 

2000 as centrally sponsored scheme to provide connectivity to unconnected habitations 

of designated population size (500+ in plain areas and 250+ in North-East, hill, tribal and 

desert areas as per Census, 2001) as part of a poverty reduction strategy. 

● Statement 3 is incorrect:  The Ministry of Rural Development along with state 

governments is responsible for the implementation of PMGSY. 

● Phase III of PMGSY was approved by the Union Cabinet in 2019. It involves the consolidation 

of Through Routes and Major Rural Links connecting habitations to Gramin Agricultural 

Markets (GrAMs), Higher Secondary Schools and Hospitals.  

Guiding Principles of PMGSY  

● The spirit and the objective of the scheme is to provide good all-weather road connectivity 

to unconnected Habitations. A habitation which was earlier provided all-weather 

connectivity would not be eligible even if the present condition of the road is bad. 

● The unit for this Programme is a Habitation and not a Revenue village or a Panchayat. A 

Habitation is a cluster of population, living in an area, the location of which does not change 

over time.  

● Statement 2 is incorrect: The PMGSY shall cover only the rural areas. Urban roads are 

excluded from the purview of this Programme.  



 

Funding pattern 

● The Union Government bears 90% of the project cost in respect of projects sanctioned 

under the scheme in North-Eastern and Himalayan States, whereas for other states the Union 

Government bears 60% of the cost. 

Initiatives related to PMGSY 

● Road Connectivity Project for Left Wing Extremism affected Areas (RCPLWEA): It was 

launched in 2016 as a separate vertical under PMGSY to provide all-weather road 

connectivity with necessary culverts and cross-drainage structures in 44 districts (35 are 

worst LWE affected districts and 09 are adjoining districts), which are critical from security 

and communication point of view. 

● Meri Sadak mobile app: It was launched to enable citizens to register complaints regarding 

the quality and pace of construction of PMGSY roads. 

Why in News? 

● The Ministry of Rural Development conducted a nationwide review of the Pradhan Mantri 

Gram Sadak Yojana. 

 

 

58.  Consider the following statements about Integrated Goods and Service Tax (IGST)  

1. It is levied on inter-state supplies of goods and/or services and collected by the state where 

the goods and/or services is sold. 

2. Supplies made to Special Economic Zone (SEZ) units are treated as an inter state supply 

under GST regime. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: B  

Explanation:  

● IGST is one of the three categories under Goods and Service Tax (CGST, IGST and SGST) with a 

concept of one tax one nation. It is levied on inter-state supplies of goods and/or services.  



 

● Statement 1 is incorrect: Under Article 269A of the Constitution, the GST on supplies in the 

course of interstate trade or commerce shall be levied and collected by the Government of 

India and such tax shall be apportioned between the Union and the States in the manner as 

may be provided by Parliament by law on the recommendations of the GST Council.  

● Statement 2 is correct: Under GST, any supply to or by a Special Economic Zone (SEZ) unit is 

considered to be an Inter state supply and Integrated Goods and Service tax (IGST) will be 

applicable.  

 

59.  With reference to the National Green Tribunal (NGT), consider the following 

statements. 

1. It is a statutory body established under the National Green Tribunal Act, 2010. 

2. NGT’s jurisdiction includes Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 and Scheduled Tribes and Other 

Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006. 

3. The Tribunal shall not be bound by the procedure laid down under the Code of Civil 

Procedure, 1908, but shall be guided by principles of natural justice. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is correct: The National Green Tribunal (NGT) is a statutory body established 

in 2010 under the National Green Tribunal Act 2010. 

● It is a specialized body equipped with the necessary expertise to handle environmental 

disputes involving multi-disciplinary issues. 

● Statement 3 is correct: The Tribunal shall not be bound by the procedure laid down under 

the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, but shall be guided by principles of natural justice. 

● The Tribunal is vested with the powers of a civil court under the Code of Civil Procedure 

for discharging its functions but it can make its own rules. 



 

● It provides speedy environmental justice and helps reduce the burden of litigation in the 

higher courts.  

What is the Tribunal’s composition? 

● The Tribunal has a presence in five zones- North, Central, East, South and West. The 

Principal Bench is situated in the North Zone, headquartered in Delhi. 

● The Central zone bench is situated in Bhopal, East zone in Kolkata, South zone in Chennai 

and West zone in Pune. 

● The Tribunal is headed by the Chairperson who sits in the Principal Bench and has at least 

ten but not more than twenty judicial members and at least ten but not more than 

twenty expert members. 

Tribunal’s Jurisdiction 

● The NGT deals with civil cases under the seven laws related to the environment, these 

include 

○ The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 

○ The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Cess Act, 1977 

○ The Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 

○ The Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 

○ The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 

○ The Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991 and 

○ The Biological Diversity Act, 2002 

● Statement 2 is incorrect: Two important acts - Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 and 

Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest 

Rights) Act, 2006 have been kept out of NGT’s jurisdiction. 

● The Tribunal has jurisdiction over all civil cases involving a substantial question relating 

to the environment. Additionally, any person aggrieved by an order/direction of any of the 

Appellate Authorities under the legislations mentioned above can also challenge them before 

the National Green Tribunal. 

Are decisions of the Court binding? 

● Yes, decisions of the Tribunal are binding. The Tribunal’s orders are enforceable as the 

powers vested are the same as in a civil court under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908.    

Are decisions of the Tribunal final? 



 

● The Tribunal has powers to review its own decisions. If this fails, the decision can be 

challenged before the Supreme Court within ninety days. 

Why in the news? 

● Recently, the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC) issued the 

Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) to deal with environmental violations. 

● The SOP is a result of orders from the National Green Tribunal, which earlier in 2021 directed 

the ministry to put in place penalties and an SOP for green violations. 

 

60. Consider the following statements regarding Ranthambore national park 

1. It is bounded to the north by the Banas River and to the south by the Chambal River. 

2. It is located in the state of Madhya Pradesh. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer:A 

Explanation:  

Statement 1 is correct: It is bounded to the north by the Banas River (originates in Aravalli: It 

is a tributary of Chambal) and to the south by the Chambal River (originates in Mhow town 

on the southern slope of Vindhya: It is a tributary of the Yamuna river). 

Statement 2 is incorrect: It is located in the south eastern part of the state of Rajasthan. The 

park's deciduous forests are characteristic examples of the type of jungle found in Central 

India. 

Why in the news? 

● The Rajasthan government will develop a tiger corridor connecting the newly proposed 

‘Ramgarh Tiger Reserve’, Ranthambore Tiger Reserve and Mukundra Hills Tiger Reserve. 

 

61. Which among the following is the main objective of ‘SVAMITVA Scheme’? 

a)  To provide social security benefits to urban street vendors 

b) To map residential land ownership in the rural sector using modern technology 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Banas_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chambal_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Banas_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chambal_River


 

c) Enabling the access to digital platforms in order to bridge digital divide in India 

d) A common national programme to develop and contribute towards the e-learning content 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

About the scheme 

● SVAMITVA (Survey of villages and mapping with improvised technology in village areas) 

scheme is a collaborative effort of the Ministry of Panchayati Raj, State Panchayati Raj 

Departments, State Revenue Departments and Survey of India. 

● It is a central sector scheme that aims to provide rural people with the right to document 

their residential properties so that they can use their property for economic purposes. The 

scheme is for surveying the land parcels in rural inhabited areas using Drone technology.  

Objectives 

● The outcome from the scheme would include updating the record of rights in the 

revenue/property registers and issuance of property cards to the property owners. This 

would facilitate monetisation of rural residential assets for credit and other financial 

services.  

● It will also lead to creation of accurate land records for rural planning and determination 

of property tax. 

● Through the SVAMITVA scheme, the government hopes that property disputes and legal 

cases will be reduced. 

● Other gram panchayats and community assets like village roads, ponds, canals, open spaces, 

school, anganwadi, health sub-centres etc will also be surveyed and GIS maps will be created. 

These maps can be used to prepare better quality gram panchayat development plans. 

Coverage 

● There are about 6.62 lakh villages in the country which will be eventually covered in this 

scheme. The entire work is likely to be spread over a period of four years (2020 -2024). 

● Presently, the pilot phase is being approved for the year 2020-21. Pilot Phase will extend to 

8 states – Maharashtra, Karnataka, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Madhya Pradesh, 

Punjab and Rajasthan.   

● The Ministry of Panchayati Raj (MoPR) is the Nodal Ministry for implementation of the 

scheme. Survey of India shall work as the technology partner for implementation.  



 

Why in News? 

● Panchayati Raj and Rural Development Minister Giriraj Singh reviewed the progress made 

in implementation of SVAMITVA Scheme.  

About Survey of India 

● The National Survey and Mapping Organization, also known as the Survey of India, is the 

oldest scientific department of the Government of India. 

● Set up in 1767, it is under the Department of Science & Technology. 

● As the nation's Principal Mapping Agency, Survey of India ensures that the country's 

domain is explored and mapped suitably, provides base maps for expeditious and integrated 

development and ensures that all resources contribute with their full measure to the 

progress, prosperity and security of the country. 

 

 

62. Consider the following statements regarding the PM-KISAN 

1. Currently, the Scheme provides income support only to Small and Marginal Farmers across 

the country, holding cultivable land upto 2 hectares 

2. The entire responsibility of identification of beneficiaries rests with the State / UT 

Governments 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 Answer: B 

Explanation 

About the scheme 

● Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN) is a Central Sector Scheme with 100% 

funding from Government of India. 

● Aim : To augment the income of the farmers by providing income support to all landholding 

farmers’ families across the country. 



 

● The Scheme initially provided income support to all Small and Marginal Farmers’ families 

across the country, holding cultivable land upto 2 hectares. Its ambit was later expanded 

w.e.f. 01.06.2019 to cover all farmer families in the country irrespective of the size of 

their land holdings.  

● Under the Scheme an amount of Rs. 6000/- per year is transferred in three 4-monthly 

installments of Rs. 2000/- directly into the bank accounts of the farmers, subject to certain 

exclusion criteria relating to higher income status. 

● Eligibility : All landholder farmer’s families in the country are eligible for the PM-Kisan 

Scheme subject to the prevalent exclusion criteria. Farmers who do not own any land are 

not eligible for this scheme. 

● Excluded from the scheme 

o Institutional land holders, 

o Farmer families holding constitutional posts, 

o Serving or retired officers and employees of state/central government as well as PSUs and 

government autonomous bodies. 

o Professionals like doctors, engineers and lawyers as well as retired pensioners with a 

monthly pension of over Rs 10,000 and those who paid income tax in the last assessment 

year. 

● Identification of beneficiaries: The responsibility of identifying the eligible beneficiary 

farmers and uploading their data on PM-KISAN portal lies entirely with the state 

governments. 

Why in News? 

● Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar said that under the Pradhan Mantri Kisan 

Samman Nidhi Scheme, an amount of Rs 1.35 lakh crore has been transferred directly to bank 

accounts of more than 11 crore such farmers.  

● In the budget of the current financial year, Rs 16 lakh crore lending target has been set up 

for the sector.  

 

63.  Which of the following is not an objective of the National AYUSH Mission? 

a) To strengthen institutional capacity at the state level through upgrading AYUSH educational 

institutions. 



 

b) To provide cost effective AYUSH Services, with universal access through upgrading AYUSH 

Hospitals and Dispensaries. 

c) To Support cultivation of medicinal plants by adopting Good Agricultural Practices (GAPs) 

so as to provide sustained supply of quality raw-materials. 

d) None of the above  

Answer: D 

Explanation  

About NAM 

● The National Ayush Mission is a centrally sponsored scheme launched in 2014 by the 

Department of AYUSH, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 

● The basic objective of NAM is to promote AYUSH medical systems through cost effective 

AYUSH services, strengthening of educational systems, facilitate the enforcement of quality 

control of Ayurveda, Siddha and Unani & Homoeopathy (ASU &H) drugs and sustainable 

availability of ASU & H raw-materials.  

● It envisages flexibility of implementation of the programmes which will lead to substantial 

participation of the State Governments/UT.  

● The NAM contemplates establishment of a National Mission as well as corresponding 

Missions in the State level.  

● NAM is likely to significantly improve the Department’s outreach in terms of planning, 

supervision and monitoring of the schemes. 

Vision 

● To provide cost effective and equitable AYUSH health care throughout the country by 

improving access to the services. 

● To revitalize and strengthen the AYUSH systems making them prominent medical streams 

in addressing the health care of the society. 

● To improve educational institutions capable of imparting quality AYUSH education 

● To promote the adoption of Quality standards of AYUSH drugs and making available the 

sustained supply of AYUSH raw-materials. 



 

Objectives 

● To provide cost effective AYUSH Services, with universal access through upgrading AYUSH 

Hospitals and Dispensaries, co-location of AYUSH facilities at Primary Health Centres (PHCs), 

Community Health Centres (CHCs) and District Hospitals (DHs). 

● To strengthen institutional capacity at the state level through upgrading AYUSH 

educational institutions 

● Support cultivation of medicinal plants by adopting Good Agricultural Practices (GAPs) so 

as to provide sustained supply of quality raw-materials and support certification mechanism 

for quality standards, Good Agricultural/Collection/Storage Practices. 

● Support setting up of clusters through convergence of cultivation, warehousing, value 

addition and marketing and development of infrastructure for entrepreneurs. 

Components of the Mission 

Mandatory Components 

● AYUSH Services 

● AYUSH Educational Institutions 

● Quality Control of ASU &H Drugs 

● Medicinal Plants 

Flexible Components 

● Out of the total State envelop available, 20% funds will be earmarked for flexible funds which 

can be spent on any of the items given below with the stipulation that not more than 5% of 

the envelop is spent on any of the components: 

○ AYUSH Wellness Centres including Yoga & Naturopathy 

○ Tele-medicine 

○ Sports Medicine through AYUSH 

○ Innovations in AYUSH including Public Private Partnership 

○ Interest subsidy component for Private AYUSH educational Institutions 

○ Reimbursement of Testing charges 

○ IEC activities 

○ Research & Development in areas related to Medicinal Plants 

○ Voluntary certification scheme: Project based. 

○ Market Promotion, Market intelligence & buy back interventions 



 

○ Crop Insurance for Medicinal Plants 

Expected outcomes 

The expected outcomes of the mission are as follows: 

● Better access to AYUSH healthcare services through increased healthcare facilities offering 

AYUSH services and better availability of medicines and trained manpower, 

● Improvement in AYUSH education through a well-equipped enhanced number ofAYUSH 

Educational institutions,  

● To focus on reducing communicable/non-communicable diseases through targeted public 

health programmes using AYUSH systems of Healthcare. 

Why in the news? 

● The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the 

continuation of National AYUSH Mission (NAM) as a Centrally Sponsored Scheme from 01-

04-2021 to 31-03-2026. 

 

64.  Which of the following states share their border with Mizoram? 

1. Meghalaya 

2. Manipur 

3. Tripura 

4. Arunachal Pradesh 

5. Assam 

Select the correct answer using the code given below:  

a) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only  

b) 2, 3 and 5 only 

c) 1, 4, and 5 only  

d)    1, 3, 4 and 5 only 

Answer: B 

Explanation  

The state shares borders with three north-eastern states of Tripura, Assam and Manipur, and 

a 722-km border with the neighbouring countries of Bangladesh and Myanmar. 



 

 

Why in the news?  

● The Assam-Mizoram border dispute is flaring again. 

65.  With reference to the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), consider the 

following statements. 

1. It is an initiative of the RBI and Indian Banks’ Association (IBA) under the provisions of the 

Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007. 



 

2. It has been incorporated as a “Not for Profit” Company under the Companies Act 2013.   

3. Bharat Interface for Money is an initiative of the NPCI. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 1 and 3 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

● National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) was incorporated in 2008 as an umbrella 

organization for operating retail payments and settlement systems in India.   

● Statement 1 is correct: It is an initiative of the RBI and Indian Banks’ Association (IBA) 

under the provisions of the Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007, for creating a robust 

Payment & Settlement Infrastructure in India.   

● Statement 2 is correct: It has been incorporated as a “Not for Profit” Company under the 

Companies Act 2013.   

● Statement 3 is correct: It has changed the way payments are made in India through a 

bouquet of retail payment products such as RuPay card, Immediate Payment Service 

(IMPS), Unified Payments Interface (UPI), Bharat Interface for Money (BHIM), BHIM 

Aadhaar, National Electronic Toll Collection (NETC Fastag) and Bharat BillPay. 

 

66. Consider the following statements about Wholesale Price Index 

1) Wholesale Price Index measures and tracks the changes in the price of goods in the stages at 

the retail level.  

2) WPI basket does not cover services. 

3) It is released by the National Statistics Office. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 

d) 1,2 and 3  



 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

About WPI 

● Wholesale Price Index measures and tracks the changes in the price of goods in the stages 

before the retail level. It provides estimates of inflation at the wholesale transaction level 

for the economy as a whole.  

● WPI basket does not cover services. 

● It is released by the Office of Economic Adviser, Department for Promotion of Industry 

and Internal Trade, Ministry of Commerce and Industry.  

● The base year is 2011-2012.  

● The index basket consists of commodities under 3 main categories in decreasing order of 

weightage: Manufactured products, Primary Articles and Fuel and Power.  

Why in News? 

● The Wholesale Price Index stayed high in June, with provisional data pegging it at 12.07% 

following the record high of 12.94% in May. 

● The high inflation rate is attributed to the low base effect from June 2020, which recorded 

-1.81% inflation, and the rise in prices of petrol, diesel, naphtha and Aviation Turbine Fuel 

(ATF), as well as basic metals, food products and chemicals. 

 

 

67.  The term “Base effect” refers to  

a) Benchmark with reference to which figures such as GDP, inflation are calculated  

b) Impact of the rise in price level in the previous year over the corresponding rise in price 

levels in the current year  

c) Value of the forgone alternative choice  

d) Use of financial measures and tax planning to reduce the size of a company's taxable profits 

in a country  

Answer: B  

Explanation 

Explanation:  

● Base effect refers to impact of the rise in price level in the previous year over the 



 

corresponding rise in price levels in the current year.  

● For example: While calculating inflation, if the price index had risen at a high rate in the 

corresponding period of the previous year leading to a high inflation rate, some of the 

potential rise is already factored in, therefore a similar absolute increase in the Price index 

in the current year will lead to a relatively lower inflation rates.  

● On the other hand, if the inflation rate was too low in the corresponding period of the previous 

year, even a relatively smaller rise in the Price Index will arithmetically give a high rate of 

current inflation.  

 

68.  It is a strategically important country situated at the intersection of Eastern Europe and 

Western Asia. It is a part of the Caucasus region, bounded to the west by the Black Sea, to the 

north and east by Russia, to the south by Turkey and Armenia, and to the southeast by 

Azerbaijan. It is one of the oldest wine-producing countries in the world. 

The above description refers to which of the following countries? 

a) Georgia 

b) Syria  

c) Ukraine 

d) Bulgaria 

Answer: A 

Explanation  

 



 

 

● Georgia is a strategically important country situated at the intersection of Eastern Europe 

and Western Asia. 

● It is a part of the Caucasus region, bounded to the west by the Black Sea, to the north and 

east by Russia, to the south by Turkey and Armenia, and to the southeast by Azerbaijan.  

● Georgia is one of the oldest wine-producing countries in the world; local winemaking 

traditions are entwined with Georgia's national identity, and have been classified by UNESCO 

as part of the world's Intangible Cultural Heritage. 

● India was among the first countries to officially recognize Georgia, doing so on 26 December 

1991. 

 

69.  With reference to the Indian anti-defection law, consider the following statements.  

1. As per the Constitution, the Presiding officer must decide on the question of disqualification 

on the ground of anti-defection within six months. 

2. A member elected as an independent candidate shall be disqualified if he/she joins any 

political party after his/her election. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 

 



 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation : 

What is anti-defection? 

● It is disqualification when a member of parliament or legislature chooses to join another 

party after being elected as some party. 

● Anti-Defection Law is contained in the Tenth Schedule of the Constitution, which was 

introduced by the 52nd Amendment in 1985. 

Disqualification is done when: 

● Members voluntarily give up party membership. 

● If he abstains from the direction given by the party’s whip (an official of a political party 

appointed to maintain parliamentary discipline). 

● Statement 2 is correct: If an independent candidate joins any political party. 

● If a nominated member joins a party after 6 months of his/her nomination. 

Exception: 

● If the speaker or any presiding officer after being elected, give up party for impartiality then 

he is not disqualified. He can rejoin the party after getting down from the post.    

● The speaker/presiding officer will be the final authority to decide the disqualification on 

the ground of anti-defection. The decision can be challenged in court.  

● The original act introduced in 1985 protected legislators from disqualification in cases 

where there was a split (with 1/3rd of members splitting) or merger (with 2/3rds of 

members merging) of a legislature party with another political party. 

● The 2003 amendment to the law deleted the one-third split provision which offered 

protection to defectors. 

Deciding Authority: 

● The Presiding officer will be the final authority to decide the disqualification on the ground 

of anti-defection. The decision can be challenged in court.  



 

● And if the question which has arisen is as to whether the Chairman or the Speaker of a House 

has become subject to such disqualification, the question shall be referred for the decision of 

such member of the House as the House may elect on this behalf and his decision shall be 

final. 

● Statement 1 is incorrect: The anti-defection law does not specify a time period for the 

Presiding Officer to decide on a disqualification plea. 

● In 2020, the Supreme Court in a case relating to disqualification in Manipur Assembly ruled 

that the Speaker should decide Tenth Schedule disqualifications within a “reasonable 

period”. What was ‘reasonable’ would depend on the facts of each case.  

● However, the court held that, unless there were “exceptional circumstances”, disqualification 

petitions under the Tenth Schedule should be decided by the Speaker within three months.  

● The apex court also called for an independent mechanism including a Permanent Tribunal 

to decide the disputes under 10th Schedule. 

Why in the news? 

Leader of Opposition in the Goa Legislative Assembly Digambar Kamat is set to move a private 

member’s resolution to bring about “necessary changes” in the anti-defection law. 

 

70.  Consider the following statements  

1) Pradhan Mantri Van Dhan Yojana (PMVDY) is a retail marketing led value addition plan for 

Minor Forest Produce (MFP), meant for forest-based tribes to optimize the tribal income, 

locally.  

2) Minor Forest produces are not provided Minimum Support Prices. 

Which of the statements given above is/ are correct?  

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

Pradhan Mantri Van Dhan Yojana (PMVDY) is a retail marketing led value addition plan for 

Minor Forest Produce (MFP), meant for forest-based tribes to optimize the tribal income, 



 

locally. Under the program, MFP-based tribal groups / enterprises of around 300 members 

are formed for collection, value addition, packaging & marketing of Minor Forest Produces 

(MFPs). 

 

About Minor Forest Produce (MFP):  

● 'Minor Forest Produce (MFP)' means all non-timber forest produce of plant origin and 

will include bamboo, canes, fodder, leaves, gums, waxes, dyes, resins and many forms of 

food including nuts, wild fruits, Honey, Lac, Tusser etc. The Minor Forest Produces provide 

both subsistence and cash income for people who live in or near forests. 

● A number of people from Scheduled Tribes and other forest-dwelling communities depend 

on the collection and sale of such items for their livelihood.  

● The Minor Forest Produce has significant economic and social value for the forest dwellers 

as an estimated 100 Million people derive their source of livelihood from the collection and 

marketing of Minor Forest Produce (Report of the National Committee on Forest Rights 

Act, 2011). 

 

● These tribal enterprises will be in the form of Van Dhan SHGs which will be a group of 15-20 

members and such 15 SHG groups will further be federated into a larger group of Van Dhan 

Vikas Kendras (VDVKS) of around 300 members. 

● TRIFED will support the VDVKs through providing them with model business plans, 

processing plans & tentative list of equipment for carrying out the value addition work of 

MFPs.  

Mechanism for Marketing of Minor Forest Produce (MFP) through Minimum Support 

Price (MSP) & Development of Value Chain for MFP has been Conceptualised and 

implemented by TRIFED in association with State Government Agencies  across 21 states of 

the country, the scheme has emerged as a source of great relief for tribal gatherers injecting 

more than Rs 3000 crores directly in the tribal economy since April 2020. 

 

 



 

71. Which of the following is/are objectives of Rashtriya Gokul Mission? 

1) Conservation and development of indigenous breeds. 

2) Breed improvement programme for indigenous cattle breeds to improve their genetic 

makeup and increase the stock. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation  

● The “Rashtriya Gokul Mission” has been launched by the Government for conservation and 

development of indigenous breeds in a focused and scientific manner. The mission also 

envisages establishment of integrated cattle development centres, ‘Gokul Grams’  to 

develop indigenous breeds 

● Objectives: The Rashtriya Gokul Mission is being implemented with the objectives of:  

○ a) development and conservation of indigenous breeds  

○ b) breed improvement programme for indigenous cattle breeds to improve their genetic 

makeup and increase the stock;  

○ c) enhancement of milk production and productivity;  

○ d) upgradation of nondescript cattle using elite indigenous breeds like Gir, Sahiwal, Rathi, 

Deoni, Tharparkar, Red Sindhi and  

○ e) distribution of disease free high genetic merit bulls for natural service. 

 

 

 

 

72.  Which of the below statements with respect to the adjournment motion is correct? 

a) An adjournment motion can be introduced by either of the Houses to draw upon the 

attention of both the Houses to a definite matter of urgent public importance. 

b) It‘s an extraordinary device and can cover only one matter in that sitting. 



 

c) It can raise a question of privilege and can even revive a discussion on a matter that has been 

discussed in the same session. 

d) It can be used to deal with a matter that is under adjudication by court. 

Answer: B 

Explanation  

● Adjournment motion is introduced only in the Lok Sabha to draw the attention of the House 

to a definite matter of urgent public importance. 

● It involves an element of censure against the government, therefore Rajya Sabha is not 

permitted to introduce it.. 

● It is regarded as an extraordinary device as it interrupts the normal business of the House.  

● It needs the support of 50 members to be admitted.  

● It cannot involve a question of privilege or any matter which is pending in the court. Hence 

Statement B is only correct. 

Why in the news? 

● The Shiromani Akali Dal (Political Party) has decided to move an Adjournment Motion in the 

Lok Sabha against the government on the three controversial farm laws. 

 

 

73.  Which of the following are India’s nationally determined contributions (NDCs) under 

the Paris agreement? 

1. To reduce the emissions intensity of its GDP by 33 to 35 percent by 2030 from 2005 levels. 

2. To achieve about 80 per cent cumulative electric power installed capacity from non-fossil 

fuel-based energy resources by 2030. 

3. To create an additional carbon sink of 2.5 to 3 billion tonnes of CO2 equivalent through 

additional forest and tree cover by 2030. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 

 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 1 and 3 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 



 

Answer: B 

Explanation: 

● India’s NDCs for Paris agreement  

○ To reduce the emissions intensity of its GDP by 33 to 35 percent by 2030 from 2005 

levels. 

○ To achieve about 40 per cent cumulative electric power installed capacity from non-fossil 

fuel-based energy resources by 2030, with the help of transfer of technology and low-cost 

international finance, including from the Green Climate Fund. 

○ To create an additional carbon sink of 2.5 to 3 billion tonnes of CO2 equivalent through 

additional forest and tree cover by 2030. 

 

74.  Consider the following statements about the Regional Connectivity Scheme (RCS) 

UDAN scheme. 

1. It aims at providing connectivity to un-served and under-served airports of the country 

through revival of existing air-strips and airports. 

2. The scheme offers viability gap funding to companies in addition to waiver of certain 

statutory charges and taxes on jet fuel. 

3. The Airports Authority of India is designated as the Implementing Agency under this Scheme. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is correct: In 2017, the Ministry of Civil Aviation launched the Regional 

Connectivity Scheme (RCS) “UDAN” (Ude Desh Ka Aam Naagrik) which aims at providing 

connectivity to un-served and under-served airports of the country through revival of 

existing air-strips and airports to make flying affordable to the common man who want to 

travel to and fro the Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities of the country. 



 

● UDAN has a unique market-based model. Airline routes are allocated to operators selected 

through a competitive bidding mechanism.  

● Statement 2 is correct: UDAN scheme offers viability gap funding to companies in 

addition to waiver of certain statutory charges and taxes on jet fuel in order to offer 

affordable connectivity. 

● Airlines have to set aside 50% of the total aircraft capacity for cheaper fares to be offered 

at the rate of Rs 2,500 per hour of flight, in return for which airlines are given a subsidy by 

the Centre and the State government concerned. 

● The airport that will be renovated under this scheme will be chosen after referring to the 

respective State government. Together with the State government the Central government 

will revive the dysfunctional and unserved airports of the country. 

● Statement 3 is correct: The Airports Authority of India (AAI) is designated as the 

Implementing Agency under this Scheme. 

● The scheme is now in its fourth phase with focus on bringing connectivity to priority areas 

like North East India, Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh, hilly states in other parts of the country, 

and islands. 

 

 

75.  The UMANG app is related to 

A. Bringing India’s artisans, weavers and handicrafts producers onto e-commerce. 

B. A single unified platform for accessing central and state government services.  

C. Promoting paperless processing to facilitate the trading across Borders.  

D. Bringing better coordination for coal supplies among all stakeholders. 

Answer: B 

Explanation: 

● UMANG (Unified Mobile Application for New-age Governance) is a Government of India’s all-

in-one single unified secure multi-channel multi-platform multi-lingual multi-service 

freeware mobile app for accessing over 1,200 central  and state government services in 

multiple Indian languages. 

● It includes services such as AADHAAR, Digi Locker, Bharat Bill Payment System, PAN, EPFO 

services, PM- KVY services, AICTE, CBSE, tax and fee or utilities bills payments, education, 



 

job search, tax, business, health, agriculture, travel, Indian railway tickets bookings, birth 

certificates, e-District, e-Panchayat, police clearance, passport, other utility services from 

private companies and much more. 

 

76. Which of the following countries is/ are members of G7? 

 1. Japan 

2. Russia 

3. U.S 

4. Canada 

Select the correct answer using the given code below. 

a) 1,3 and 4 only 

b) 2 ,3 and 4 only 

c) 1,2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2,3 , 4 

Answer: A  

Explanation : 

The G7, originally G8, was set up in 1975 as an informal forum bringing together the leaders of 

the world’s leading industrial nations. The annual G7 summits have over the years developed 

into a platform for determining the course of multilateral discourse and shaping political 

responses to global challenges. It complements the role of the G20, which is widely regarded 

as the framework for ongoing global economic coordination. 

The following countries are the members: 

● Canada 

● France 

● Germany 

● Italy 

● Japan 

● the United Kingdom 

● the United States. 

Note: 



 

It used to be known as the G8 (Group of Eight) until 2014 when Russia was excluded 

because of its annexation of Crimea from Ukraine. 

 

 

Why in the news? 

● G7 leaders have launched a new global infrastructure initiative Build Back Better World 

(B3W) to help developing nations, countering China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).  

 

77. Consider the following statements about CPGRAMS 

a. CPGRAMS is an online web-enabled system developed by the National Informatics Centre. 

b. It provides the facility to lodge and track a public grievance online from any geographical 

location. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

● The Government has put in place a Centralised Public Grievance Redress and Monitoring 

System (CPGRAMS) which is an online centralized web application for redress of public 

grievances by various Central and State Government agencies and States.  



 

● Statement 2 is correct: The objective is to ensure online availability of the grievance 

system to the citizens by providing him/her facilities to lodge the grievances and also to 

view its current status through citizen interface of the application, irrespective of their 

geographical location. 

➢ It  is an Integrated application system, based on web technology which primarily aims at 

submission of grievances by the aggrieved citizens from anywhere and any time (24x7) 

basis for instant and easy communication between the nodal officers of Government 

Organizations and citizens resulting in the speedy redress of their grievances. 

● Statement 1 is correct: It is  developed by National Informatics Centre (NIC) in 

association with the Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances (DARPG)  

● The grievances can also be lodged through apex bodies like Prime Minister’s Office (PMO), 

President’s Secretariat, Directorate of Public Grievances (DPG) in Cabinet Secretariat and 

Department of Pension & Pensioners’ Welfare (DPPW), Government of India.  

● Grievances from all these sources are received in the CPGRAMS at the back end.  Grievances 

can also be lodged through a Mobile App and grievances received through post are scanned 

and uploaded on the CPGRAMS.  

➢ All Ministries/Departments are connected to CPGRAMS. Status of action taken on grievances 

is uploaded by all concerned on CPGRAMS 

National Informatics Centre (NIC) 

● National Informatics Centre (NIC) is an attached office under the Ministry of Electronics 

and Information Technology (MeitY). It was established in 1976, and has rich experience 

in providing ICT and eGovernance support to the Government for the last 4 decades and 

bridge the digital divide. It has emerged as a promoter of digital opportunities for 

sustainable development 

 

78. Which of the following statements is incorrect about Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) 

rules, 2019? 

a) The coastal regulation zones have been declared under the Environment Protection Act 

1986. 

b) While the CRZ Rules are made by the Union environment ministry, implementation is to be 

ensured by state governments through their Coastal Zone Management Authorities. 



 

c) The powers for clearances with respect to CRZ-1 and CRZ-IV shall be dealt with by the state 

government. 

d) The norms permit temporary tourism facilities in the coastal areas. 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

Statement a is correct: 

The Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) notification was issued in 1991 under the Environmental 

Protection Act, 1986, by the Ministry of Environment and Forest to regulate activities in 

coastal areas of India. 

CRZ consists of coastal land up to 500 metres from the High Tide Line (HTL means the line on 

the land up to which the highest water line reaches during the spring tide) and a stage of 100 

metres along the banks of creeks, estuaries, backwater and rivers where tidal fluctuations 

occur. 

The coastal areas have been classified into four categories— 

● CRZ-I (ecologically sensitive areas like mangroves, coral reefs, biosphere reserves etc),  

● CRZ-II (Areas which are developed up to the shoreline and falling within the municipal 

limits; includes built-up area – villages and towns are that are already well established) 

● CRZ-III (Areas that are relatively undisturbed and do not fall under either Category I or II 

and also include rural and urban areas that are not substantially developed.) and  

● CRZ-IV (The aquatic area from low tide line up to territorial limits is classified as CRZ-IV 

including the area of the tidal influenced water body.)—in the 1991 notification, which 

aimed at restricting establishment of industries in these areas. 

Statement b is correct:While the CRZ Rules are made by the Union environment ministry, 

implementation is to be ensured by state governments through their Coastal Zone 

Management Authorities. 

Statement c is incorrect: The procedure for CRZ clearances has been simplified and delegations 

have been made at various levels for recommending/according CRZ clearances to the 

projects/activities.  Only such projects/activities, which are located in the CRZ-I & IV areas, 

shall be dealt with for CRZ clearance by the MoEF&CC.  For all other project activities 

located in CRZ-II/III areas, CRZ clearance shall be considered at the level of the Coastal Zone 

Management Act(CZMA). 



 

Statement d is correct: Temporary tourism facilities such as shacks, toilet blocks, change 

rooms, drinking water facilities etc. have been proposed in Beaches. Such temporary tourism 

facilities are also proposed to be permissible in the No Development Zone (NDZ) of the CRZ-

III areas. 

 

 

79. With reference to the New Economic Policy of 1991, which of the following statements 

is/are correct? 

1. It involved the devaluation of Indian Rupee against foreign currencies. 

2. It started the shift towards a fixed exchange rate system. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is correct: The New Economic Policy led to immediate devaluation of Indian 

Rupee against foreign currencies. 

● It also set the tone to free the determination of rupee value in the foreign exchange market 

from government control i.e. flexible exchange rate system. Hence, statement 2 is 

incorrect. 

 

 

 

80. Consider the following statements regarding the ‘Lokpal’ in India 

1. It is a multi-member body, of which 50 percent of the members will be from specific judicial 

background 

2. It inquire into allegations of corruption against certain public functionaries and its jurisdiction 

also extends to Prime Minister of India 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 



 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only        

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 Answer: C 

Explanation 

● The Lokpal and Lokayukta Act, 2013 provided for the establishment of Lokpal for the 

Union and Lokayukta for States. 

● These institutions are statutory bodies without any constitutional status. They perform the 

function of an "ombudsman” and inquire into allegations of corruption against certain 

public functionaries and for related matters. 

● Lokpal is a multi-member body, that consists of one chairperson and a maximum of 8 

members. 

● Chairperson of the Lokpal should be either the former Chief Justice of India or the former 

Judge of Supreme Court or an eminent person with impeccable integrity and outstanding 

ability, having special knowledge and expertise of minimum 25 years in the matters 

relating to anti-corruption policy, public administration, vigilance, finance including 

insurance and banking, law and management. 

● Out of the maximum eight members, half will be judicial members and minimum 50% of 

the Members will be from SC/ ST/ OBC/ Minorities and women. 

● The judicial member of the Lokpal either a former Judge of the Supreme Court or a former 

Chief Justice of a High Court. 

● The term of office for Lokpal Chairman and Members is 5 years or till the age of 70 years. 

● The members are appointed by the president on the recommendation of a Selection 

Committee. 

● Jurisdiction of Lokpal includes Prime Minister, Ministers, members of Parliament, 

Groups A, B, C and D officers and officials of Central Government. 

● Jurisdiction of the Lokpal included the Prime Minister except on allegations of 

corruption relating to international relations, security, the public order, atomic energy 

and space 



 

● It has the powers to superintendence over, and to give direction to CBI. If Lokpal has 

referred a case to CBI, the investigating officer in such case cannot be transferred without 

the approval of Lokpal. 

● Lokpal has powers of confiscation of assets, proceeds, receipts and benefits arisen or 

procured by means of corruption in special circumstances. 

Why in the news? 

More than two years after the Lokpal came into being, the Centre is yet to appoint a director of 

inquiry for conducting preliminary inquiry into graft complaints sent by the anti-corruption 

ombudsman. 

 

81.  Which of the following is/are objectives of the Mid-Day Meal Scheme (MDMS)? 

1) Address the issues of hunger and education in schools by serving hot cooked meals;  

2) Improve the nutritional status of children  

3) Improve enrollment, attendance and retention rates in schools and other education centres 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 1 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1,2 and 3 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

● The Mid-Day Meal Scheme (MDMS) is considered as the world’s largest school meal 

programme and reaches an estimated 12 crore children across 12 lakh schools in India. 

● In 1925, a Mid Day Meal Programme was first introduced for disadvantaged children in 

Madras Municipal Corporation. At National level, the MDMS emerged out of the National 

Programme of Nutritional Support to Primary Education (NP–NSPE), a centrally 

sponsored scheme formulated in 1995 to improve enrollment, attendance and retention by 

providing free food grains to government run primary schools.  

● In 2002, the Supreme Court directed the government to provide cooked mid day meals in 

all government and government aided primary schools. 



 

Objectives of the programme 

● The key objectives of the MDMS are to  

o address the issues of hunger and education in schools by serving hot cooked meals;  

o improve the nutritional status of children  

o improve enrollment, attendance and retention rates in schools and other education centres 

o improve socialisation among castes 

o empower women through employment 

Key aspects of the scheme 

● MDMS guarantees one meal to all children studying in Government, Local Body and 

Government-aided primary and upper primary schools and the Education Guarantee 

Scheme (EGS) and Alternative and Innovative Education (AIE) centres including 

Madarsa and Maqtabs supported under under Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan (an overarching 

programme of the Ministry of Human Resource Development), and National Child Labour 

Project schools run by the ministry of labour.  

● The calorific value of a mid-day meal at upper primary stage has been fixed at a minimum 

of 700 calories and 20 grams of protein by providing 150 grams of food grains (rice/wheat) 

per child/school day.  

● The cost of the MDMS is shared between the central and state governments. The central 

government provides free food grains to the states. The cost of cooking, infrastructure 

development, transportation of food grains and payment of honorarium to cooks and helpers 

is shared by the centre with the state governments.  

● Students up to Class VIII are guaranteed one nutritional meal at least 200 days in a year. 

Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka and Puducherry have even 

extended the scheme to Class IX and X.  

● The Scheme comes under the Ministry of Education. 

Why in the News? 

● According to a new study on the intergenerational benefits of India’s midday meal scheme, 

girls who had access to the free lunches provided at government schools, had children 

with a higher height-to-age ratio than those who did not. 



 

● Using nationally representative data on cohorts of mothers and their children spanning 23 

years, the study showed that by 2016, the prevalence of stunting was significantly lower 

in areas where the mid scheme was implemented in 2005. 

Importance of Maternal health and well-being  

● More than one in three Indian children are stunted, or too short for their age, which 

reflects chronic undernutrition. The fight against stunting has often focussed on boosting 

nutrition for young children, but nutritionists have long argued that maternal health and 

well-being is the key to reduce stunting in their offspring.  

● Noting that “interventions to improve maternal height and education must be implemented 

years before those girls and young women become mothers”, the study has attempted a first-

of-its-kind inter-generational analysis of the impacts of a mass feeding programme. 

● The linkages between midday meals and lower stunting in the next generation were 

stronger in lower socio-economic strata and likely work through women’s education, 

fertility, and use of health services. 

 

82.  NBDriver recently seen in the news is related to which among the following? 

a) An AI tool to analyse cancer-causing mutations in cells. 

b) A robotic lander designed to study the deep interior of the planet Mars.  

c) Small device that's placed in the chest or abdomen to help control abnormal heart rhythms. 

d) Machine designed to provide mechanical ventilation by moving breathable air into and out 

of the lungs 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

● Researchers at IIT Madras have developed an AI tool called NBDriver (neighbourhood 

driver) for use in analysing cancer-causing mutations in cells. 

How does the technique work 

● NBDriver is an Artificial Intelligence (AI) tool developed to analyse cancer-causing 

mutations in cells. 

○ A mutation is a change in a DNA sequence. Mutations can result from DNA copying 

mistakes made during cell division, exposure to ionizing radiation, exposure to chemicals 

called mutagens, or infection by viruses. 



 

● By looking at the neighbourhood, or context, of a mutation in the genome, it can look at 

harmful “driver” mutations and distinguish them from neutral “passenger” mutations. 

○ Mutations that provide a selective growth advantage and thus promote cancer development 

are termed driver mutations and those that do not are termed passenger mutations. 

Significance of this tool 

● The usual approach misses out on mutations- Researchers usually analyse DNA sequences 

from large groups of cancer patients by comparing sequences from cancer as well as 

normal cells and determine whether a particular mutation occurred more often in cancer 

cells than random. However, this approach often misses out on relatively rare driver 

mutations. 

 

83.  Which of the following statements about Lokpal is incorrect? 

a) It is a statutory body established under Lokpal and Lokayukta Act, 2013. 

b) It performs the function of an "ombudsman” and inquires into allegations of corruption 

against certain public functionaries. 

c) The members are appointed by the President on his discretion. 

d) The term of office for Lokpal Chairman and Members is 5 years or till the age of 70 years. 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

About Lokpal  

● The Lokpal and Lokayukta Act, 2013 provided for the establishment of Lokpal for the 

Union and Lokayukta for States. Statement A is correct. 

● These institutions are statutory bodies without any constitutional status. They perform the 

function of an "ombudsman” and inquire into allegations of corruption against certain 

public functionaries and for related matters. Statement B is correct. 

Members 

● Lokpal is a multi-member body that consists of one chairperson and a maximum of 8 

members. 

● Chairperson of the Lokpal should be either the former Chief Justice of India or the former 

Judge of Supreme Court or an eminent person with impeccable integrity and outstanding 

ability, having special knowledge and expertise of minimum 25 years in the matters relating 



 

to anti-corruption policy, public administration, vigilance, finance including insurance and 

banking, law and management. 

● Out of the maximum eight members, half will be judicial members and minimum 50% of 

the Members will be from SC/ ST/ OBC/ Minorities and women. 

● The judicial member of the Lokpal shall either be a former Judge of the Supreme Court or 

a former Chief Justice of a High Court. 

● The term of office for Lokpal Chairman and Members is 5 years or till the age of 70 years. 

Statement D is correct. 

● The members are appointed by the President on the recommendation of a Selection 

Committee. Statement C is incorrect. 

○ The five-member Lokpal selection committee includes the Prime Minister, the Speaker and 

the Chief Justice of India, along with the Leader of Opposition and an eminent jurist selected 

by other members.  

Jurisdiction  

● The Lokpal has jurisdiction to inquire into allegations of corruption against anyone  

○ who is or has been Prime Minister,  

○ a Minister in the Union government,  

○ a Member of Parliament,  

○ officials of the Union government under Groups A, B, C and D, 

○ chairpersons, members, officers and directors of any board, corporation, society, trust or 

autonomous body either established by an Act of Parliament or wholly or partly funded by 

the Centre,  

○ any society or trust or body that receives foreign contribution above ₹10 lakh.  

● It should be noted that the Lokpal cannot inquire into any corruption charge against the 

Prime Minister if the allegations are related to international relations, external and 

internal security, public order, atomic energy and space, unless a full Bench of the Lokpal, 

consisting of its chair and all members, considers the initiation of a probe, and at least 

two-thirds of the members approve it.  

● Such a hearing should be held in camera, and if the complaint is dismissed, the records shall 

not be published or made available to anyone. 



 

How can a complaint be made and what happens next? 

● A complaint under the Lokpal Act should be in the prescribed form and must pertain to an 

offence under the Prevention of Corruption Act against a public servant.  

● When a complaint is received, the Lokpal may order a preliminary inquiry by its Inquiry 

Wing, or refer it for investigation by any agency, including the CBI, if there is a prima facie 

case.  

● The Lokpal, with respect to Central government servants, may refer the complaints to the 

Central Vigilance Commission (CVC).  

● Lokpal has powers of confiscation of assets, proceeds, receipts and benefits arisen or 

procured by means of corruption in special circumstances. 

Why in the News? 

● More than two years after the Lokpal came into being, the Centre is yet to appoint a director 

of inquiry for conducting preliminary inquiry into graft complaints sent by the anti-

corruption ombudsman, according to an RTI reply. 

● The Lokpal, the apex body to inquire and investigate graft complaints against public 

functionaries, came into being with the appointment of its chairperson and members in 

March 2019. 

● According to the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013, there shall be a director of inquiry, not 

below the rank of joint secretary to the government of India, who shall be appointed by the 

central government for conducting preliminary inquiries referred to the Central Vigilance 

Commission (CVC) by the Lokpal. 

 

84.  Consider the following statements about Dam Rehabilitation and Improvement 

Project (DRIP) Scheme 

1) It was launched by the Ministry of Jal Shakti with assistance from the World Bank. 

2) The objective is to improve safety and operational performance of all the dams in the 

country. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 



 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

● The Ministry of Jal Shakti, Department of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga 

Rejuvenation initiated the World Bank assisted Dam Rehabilitation and Improvement 

Project (DRIP) in April 2012. Hence statement 1 is correct. 

● The objective is to improve safety and operational performance of selected dams, 

institutional strengthening and adopting a systems management approach. Hence 

statement 2 is incorrect. 

● It is a State Sector Scheme with central component with a provision of rehabilitation for 

223 dams located in seven States i.e. Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, 

Karnataka, Jharkhand and Uttarakhand.  

● The budget outlay of the Scheme is Rs.3466 Crore with scheduled closure on March 31, 2021. 

Dam Rehabilitation and Improvement Project (DRIP) Phase II and Phase III 

● The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Prime Minister has approved the 

Dam Rehabilitation and Improvement Project (DRIP) Phase II & Phase III with the financial 

assistance of the World Bank (WB), and Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB). 

● The aim of the project is to improve the safety and operational performance of selected 

dams across the country, along with institutional strengthening with a system wide 

management approach. 

● The Project will be implemented over a period of 10 years duration in two Phases, each of 

six years duration with two years overlapping from April, 2021 to March, 2031.  

● The Scheme envisages comprehensive rehabilitation of 736 existing dams across the 

country.   

● DRIP Phase II & Phase III envisages the following objectives:- 

○ To improve the safety and performance of selected existing dams and associated 

appurtenances in a sustainable manner. 

○ To strengthen the dam safety institutional setup in participating states as well as at 

central level, and 



 

○ To explore the alternative incidental means at few of selected dams to generate the 

incidental revenue for sustainable operation and maintenance of dams 

● To achieve the above objectives, DRIP Phase II & Phase III has following components 

● Rehabilitation and improvement of dams and associated appurtenances, 

● Dam safety institutional strengthening in participating States and Central agencies, 

● Exploration of alternative incidental means at few of selected dams to generate the incidental 

revenue for sustainable operation and maintenance of dams, and 

● Project management. 

Why in the news? 

● Government of Andhra Pradesh has expressed willingness to be a part of DRIP Phase -II & III 

and submitted an estimate for 667 crore to rehabilitate 31 dams.  

 

 

85.  Consider the following statements about the Stand-Up India Scheme. 

1. It aims to facilitate bank loans between 1 lakh and 10 lakh to at least one Scheduled Caste 

(SC) or Scheduled Tribe (ST) borrower and at least one woman borrower per bank branch. 

2. In case of non-individual enterprises, at least 51 per cent of the shareholding and controlling 

stake should be held by either an SC/ST or woman entrepreneur. 

3. Loans under the scheme are available for only green field projects. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: B 

Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is incorrect: The Stand-Up India Scheme aims to facilitate bank loans between 

10 lakh and 100 lakh to at least one Scheduled Caste (SC) or Scheduled Tribe (ST) borrower 

and at least one woman borrower per bank branch for setting up a greenfield enterprise. 

This enterprise may be in manufacturing, services or the trading sector. 



 

● Statement 2 is correct: In case of non-individual enterprises, at least 51 per cent of the 

shareholding and controlling stake should be held by either an SC/ST or woman 

entrepreneur. 

Eligibility 

● SC/ST and/or woman entrepreneurs, above 18 years of age. 

● Statement 3 is correct: Loans under the scheme are available for only green field projects. 

Green field signifies, in this context, the first time venture of the beneficiary in the 

manufacturing or services or trading sector. 

● In case of non-individual enterprises, 51% of the shareholding and controlling stake should 

be held by either SC/ST and/or Women Entrepreneur. 

● Borrowers should not be in default to any bank/financial institution. 

 

86.  “LaQshya”  sometimes seen in the news is related to 

a) improve quality of care in the labour room and maternity operation theatres in public health 

facilities. 

b) An anti satellite missile test conducted by DRDO 

c) Providing industry apprenticeship opportunities to the general graduates 

d) To strengthen financial inclusion of Women Entrepreneurs in the economy 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

● After the launch of the National Health Mission (NHM) in 2013, there has been a 

substantial increase in the number of institutional deliveries. However, this increase in 

the numbers has not resulted in commensurate improvements in the key maternal and 

new-born health indicators.  

● It is estimated that approximately 46% maternal deaths, over 40% stillbirths and 40% 

newborn deaths take place on the day of the delivery.  

● A transformational change in the processes related to the care during the delivery, which 

essentially relates to intrapartum and immediate postpartum care, is required to achieve 

tangible results within a short period of time. Prerequisite of such approach would also hinge 

upon the health system’s preparedness for prompt identification and management of 

maternal and newborn complications. 



 

About the Programme 

● In this context, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare launched the ‘LaQshya’ (Labour 

room Quality Improvement Initiative) programme in 2017 which aimed at improving 

quality of care in labour room and maternity Operation Theatre (OT). 

Objectives of LaQshya 

● Reduce maternal and newborn morbidity and mortality; 

● Improve quality of care during delivery and immediate post-partum period; 

● Enhance satisfaction of beneficiaries, positive birthing experience and provide Respectful 

Maternity Care (RMC) to all pregnant women attending public health facilities. 

Target Beneficiaries 

● LaQshya program will benefit every pregnant woman and newborn delivering in public 

health institutions. Program will improve quality of care for pregnant women in the labour 

room, maternity Operation Theatre and Obstetrics Intensive Care Units (ICUs) & High 

Dependency Units (HDUs). 

Following facilities are being taken under LaQshya initiative on priority: 

● All Government Medical College hospitals. 

● All District Hospitals & equivalent healthy facilities. 

Key Features 

● LaQshya program envisages to improve quality of care in labour room and maternity OT. 

● Under the initiative, multi-pronged strategy has been adopted such as improving 

Infrastructure upgradation, ensuring availability of essential equipment, providing adequate 

Human Resources, capacity building of health care workers and improving quality processes 

in the labour room. 

● Implementation of ‘fast-track’ interventions (National Quality Assurance Standards (NQAS) 

assessment, Trainings, Mentoring, Reviews etc.) 

● Capacity-building of healthcare workers by skill-based training. 

● To strengthen critical care in Obstetrics, dedicated Obstetric ICUs at Medical College Hospital 

level and Obstetric HDUs at District Hospital are operationalized under LaQshya program. 

Why in News? 

● The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare conducted an awareness drive about the 

‘LaQshya’ (Labour room Quality Improvement Initiative) programme.  



 

 

87. Consider the following statements about India’s Foreign Exchange Reserves 

1) Foreign Exchange Reserve indicates the reserves held by RBI in the form foreign currency 

assets, gold, SDR and reserve tranche.  

2) India has emerged as the second largest foreign exchange reserves holder in the world after 

China. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

● Foreign Exchange Reserve indicates the reserves held by RBI in the form foreign currency 

assets, gold, SDR and reserve tranche. Hence statement 1 is correct. 

● Components of foreign exchange reserve: 

1. Foreign Currency Assets- Currencies of foreign countries are held in foreign exchange 

reserves. Apart from currency it also includes foreign currency deposits held by RBI with 

foreign central banks and the Bank for International Settlements (BIS).  

2. Gold Stock of RBI- The RBI has gold stock as a backup to issue currency and to meet 

unexpected Balance of Payments (BOP) problems. (BOP problem occurs when a nation is 

unable to pay for essential imports or service its external debt repayments) 

3. SDR Holdings- Special Drawing Rights (also called “paper gold”) is a reserve created by the 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) to help countries that have BOP problems. The 

member countries have to contribute to this account in proportion to their IMF quota. The 

SDR basket consists of five major currencies of the world - the US dollar, Euro, British Pound, 

Chinese Renminbi and Yen (Japan).  

4. Reserve Tranche- The reserve tranche is a portion of the required quota of currency that 

each IMF member country must provide to the IMF. It can be accessed by the member 

country at any time for its own purposes without a service fee.  



 

Why in the News? 

● India has emerged as the fifth largest foreign exchange reserves holder in the world after 

China, Japan, Switzerland and Russia. Hence statement 2 is incorrect. 

● In a written reply in Lok Sabha, the Minister of State for Finance Pankaj Chaudhary said the 

country's forex reserves stood at around 609 billion Dollars on 25th of last month.  

● He said the country's foreign exchange reserves position is comfortable in terms of import 

cover of more than 18 months and provides cushion against unforeseen external 

shocks. 

 

88.  The Sagarmala Project is related to  

A. Making all national highways free of various railway crossings. 

B. Improving road connectivity particularly on economic corridors, border areas and far flung 

areas. 

C. To promote, develop and harness the potential of tourism in India. 

D. To promote port-led direct and indirect development and to provide infrastructure to 

transport goods to and from ports quickly, efficiently and cost-effectively. 

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

● The Sagarmala project seeks to develop a string of ports around India’s coast. The 

objective of this initiative is to promote “Port-led development” along India’s 7500 km long 

coastline. 

● It aims to develop access to new development regions and enhance connectivity with main 

economic centres and beyond through expansion of rail, inland water, coastal and road 

services. 

● The Union Ministry of Shipping has been appointed as the nodal ministry for this initiative. 

● To assist in implementation of the Sagarmala Programme, the Sagarmala Development 

Company Limited was incorporated in 2016 under the Companies Act, 2013 by the Ministry 

of Shipping with authorized capital of INR 1000 crore and subscribed capital of INR 90 crore. 

 

Significance 



 

● India is located along key international trade routes in the Indian Ocean and has a long 

coastline of over 7,000 km. Approximately 95% of India’s merchandise trade (by volume) 

passes through sea ports.  

● Yet, capacity constraints and lack of modern facilities at Indian ports tremendously 

elongates the time taken to ship goods in and out of the country and has held back India’s 

share in world trade. For example, Turnaround time (TAT) at major ports was 

approximately 2.5 days in 2018-19, whereas the global average benchmark is 1-2 days.  

● In addition to this, last mile connectivity to the ports is one of the major constraints in 

smooth movement of cargo to/from the hinterland. Around 87% of Indian freight uses either 

road or rail for transportation of goods. A significant share of this cargo experiences “idle 

time” during its transit to the ports due to capacity constraints on highways and railway lines 

connecting ports to production and consumption centers. Although water-borne transport 

is much safer, cheaper and cleaner, compared to other modes of transportation, it accounts 

for less than 6% of India’s modal split.  

● By comparison, coastal and inland water transportation contribute to 47% of China’s freight 

modal mix, while in Japan and US, this share is 34% and 12.4% respectively. Significant 

savings can be achieved by shifting movement of industrial commodities like coal, iron ore, 

cement and steel to coastal and inland waterways. 

Vision of the Sagarmala Programme  

● The vision of the programme is to reduce logistics cost for EXIM and domestic trade with 

minimal infrastructure investment. This includes: 

○ Reducing cost of transporting domestic cargo through optimizing modal mix 

○ Lowering logistics cost of bulk commodities by locating future industrial capacities near the 

coast 

○ Improving export competitiveness by developing port proximate discrete manufacturing 

clusters 

○ Optimizing time/cost of EXIM container movement 

Components 

● Components of Sagarmala Programme are: 

○ Port Modernization & New Port Development: De-bottlenecking and capacity expansion 

of existing ports and development of new greenfield ports; 



 

○ Port Connectivity Enhancement: Enhancing the connectivity of the ports to the hinterland, 

optimizing cost and time of cargo movement through multi-modal logistics solutions 

including domestic waterways (inland water transport and coastal shipping); 

○ Port-linked Industrialization: Developing port-proximate industrial clusters and Coastal 

Economic Zones to reduce logistics cost and time of EXIM and domestic cargo; 

○ Coastal Community Development: Promoting sustainable development of coastal 

communities through skill development & livelihood generation activities, fisheries 

development, coastal tourism etc. 

○ Coastal Shipping & Inland Waterways Transport: Impetus to move cargo through the 

sustainable and environment-friendly coastal and inland waterways mode. 

 

89.  Consider the following statements about the Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana 

(PKVY).  

1. PKVY primarily aims to increase soil fertility and thereby helps in production of healthy food 

through organic practices without the use of agro-chemicals.  

2. Under the scheme, farmers are provided financial assistance of Rs 50,000 per hectare/ 3 

years. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

● Under Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana (PKVY), Organic farming is promoted through 

adoption of organic village by cluster approach and Participatory Guarantee System (PGS) 

certification.  

● This is a Government of India and the State government shared scheme with a sharing 

pattern of 60:40.  

● Statement 1 is correct: It primarily aims to increase soil fertility and thereby helps in 

production of healthy food through organic practices without the use of agro-chemicals.  



 

● PKVY also aims at empowering farmers through institutional development through clusters 

approach not only in farm practice management, input production, quality assurance but 

also in value addition and direct marketing through innovative means.  

● Statement 2 is correct: Under PKVY farmers are provided financial assistance of Rs 50,000 

per hectare/ 3 years is given, out of which Rs. 31,000 (61%) is provided directly through 

DBT for inputs bio fertilisers, bio-pesticides, organic manure, compost, vermi-compost, 

botanical extracts etc. 

● It will increase domestic production and certification of organic produce by involving 

farmers. 

The Scheme envisages 

● Promotion of commercial organic production through certified organic farming. 

● The produce will be pesticide residue free and will contribute to improve the health of 

consumers. 

● It will raise farmer's income and create a potential market for traders. 

● It will motivate the farmers for natural resource mobilization for input production. 

Programme implementation 

● Groups of farmers would be motivated to take up organic farming under Paramparagat 

Krishi Vikas Yojana. 

● Fifty or more farmers will form a cluster having 50 acre land to take up organic farming 

under the scheme. In this way during three years 10,000 clusters will be formed covering 5.0 

lakh acre area under organic farming. 

● There will be no liability on the farmers for expenditure on certification. 

● Every farmer will be provided Rs. 20,000 per acre in three years for seed to harvesting of 

crops and to transport produce to the market. 

● Organic farming will be promoted by using traditional resources and the organic products 

will be linked with the market. 

● It will increase domestic production and certification of organic produce by involving 

farmers 

 

90.  Consider the following statements about Mega food parks 



 

1) The primary objective of the Scheme is to provide modern infrastructure facilities for the 

food processing along the value chain from farm to market. 

2) Functioning of Mega Food Parks is closely monitored by the Ministry of Agriculture and 

Farmers Welfare 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

● The Mega Food Parks scheme aims to provide a mechanism to bring together farmers, 

processors and retailers and link agricultural production to the market so as to ensure 

maximization of value addition, minimization of wastages and improving farmers’ 

income 

● Statement 1 is correct: The primary objective of the Scheme is to provide modern 

infrastructure facilities for the food processing along the value chain from farm to market 

with a cluster based approach based on a hub and spokes model 

● It includes creation of infrastructure for primary processing and storage near the farm in 

the form of Primary Processing Centres (PPCs) and Collection Centres (CCs) and 

common facilities and enabling infrastructure like roads, electricity, water, ETP facilities etc. 

at Central Processing Centre (CPC) 

➢ These PPCs and CCs act as aggregation and storage points to feed raw material to the food 

processing units located in the CPC 

● Food Processing being capital incentive activity, common facilities are created at CPC to 

be used by the processing units on hire basis. This helps in reducing the cost of individual 

units significantly and makes them more viable 

● The scheme envisages a one-time capital grant of 50% of the project cost (excluding land 

cost) subject to a maximum of Rs 50 crore in general areas and 75% of the project cost 

(excluding land cost) subject to a ceiling of Rs. 50 crore in difficult and hilly areas i.e. North 



 

East Region including Sikkim,  Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand and 

Integrated Tribal Development Project (ITDP) and notified areas of the states 

● Statement 2 is incorrect: Functioning of Mega Food Parks is closely monitored by the 

Ministry of Food Processing Industries (not Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare) 

through a well-established mechanism that includes detailed scrutiny of the periodical 

progress reports of the project by the Programme Management Agency (PMA). The Mega 

Food Park project is implemented by a Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) which is a Body 

Corporate registered under the Companies Act 

Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) 

● SPV is an entity which is formed for a single, well-defined and narrow purpose 

● Also called a special purpose entity (SPE), it is a subsidiary created by a parent company 

to isolate financial risk. Its legal status as a separate company makes its obligations secure 

even if the parent company goes bankrupt 

Why in the news? 

● About 6,66,000 direct and indirect employment have been generated by the 22 operational 

Mega Food Parks.  

 

91. The Manas National Park, which is the only viable population of pygmy hog in the wild, 

is situated in? 

A. Arunachal Pradesh 

B. Assam 

C. West Bengal 

D. Mizoram 

Answer: B 

● Manas is located in Assam state bordering Bhutan. 

● Manas acquired the status of a Biosphere reserve. 

● It extends over an area of 2837 Sq. Km from Sankosh river in the west to Dhansiri river in 

the east, with a core area of 500 Sq. Km. of the National park, which was declared in 1990. 

● River Manas flows into the national Park from the gorges of Bhutan and split into two major 

streams of which the main water course comes out of the National Park about 30 km 

downstream is known as ‘Beki”.   



 

● Manas is the only landscape in the world where pristine Terai Grasslands are seen 

merging with the Bhabar grasslands interspersed with diverse habitats ascending to 

Semi-Evergreen forests and then to Bhutan Himalayas.  

● The last population of the Pygmy Hog survive in the wilds of Manas and nowhere else in the 

world. 

TX2 goal 

● The TX2 goal is a global commitment to double the world's wild tigers by 2022. 

● It's a joint goal of the World Wildlife Foundation (WWF) and the Global Tiger Forum. 

● It was an outcome of the St Petersburg Summit 2010, which was the first global summit to 

protect tigers from extinction. 

Why in the news? 

● Manas National Park had seen a spurt in tiger population from Nil to 48 tigers in 20 years. 

● There were no tiger sightings in Manas between 2001 and 2004.  

● Results of the 12th annual camera trapping survey this year revealed the presence of 48 

tigers, of which 38 are adults, 3 sub-adults and 7 cubs. 

● This has brought a celebration as the park has surpassed the World Wildlife Foundation and 

Global Tiger Forum’s goal of doubling tiger numbers by 2022. 

● Better management and protection measures have resulted in an increase in tigers in Manas, 

which is a positive sign.  

● Conservationists have pointed out that focus should be given on management of the prey 

base, so that deaths due to infighting among tigers don’t take place. Deaths due to infighting 

happens in Kaziranga where there are 111 tigers. 

 

92.  Consider the following statements about Asian Development Bank (ADB) 

1) At present, ADB comprises 68 members including India, all of which are from within Asia. 

2) The ADB was modeled closely on the World Bank, and has a similar weighted voting system 

where votes are distributed in proportion with members' capital subscriptions. 

3) The two largest shareholders of the ADB are the US and Japan.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 

 



 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1,2 and 3 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

● The Asian Development Bank (ADB) was founded in 1966 with the primary mission of 

fostering growth and cooperation among countries in the Asia-Pacific Region. 

● It is headquartered in Manila, Philippines.  

● At present, ADB comprises 68 members (including India)- of which 49 are from within Asia 

and the Pacific and 19 outside. Statement 1 is incorrect. 

● The ADB was modeled closely on the World Bank, and has a similar weighted voting 

system where votes are distributed in proportion with members' capital subscriptions. 

Statement 2 is correct. 

● The two largest shareholders of the ADB are the US and Japan. Statement 3 is correct. 

● ADB is an official United Nations Observer. 

Objectives 

● ADB envisions a prosperous, inclusive, resilient, and sustainable Asia and the Pacific, while 

sustaining its efforts to eradicate extreme poverty in the region. Despite the region's many 

successes, it remains home to a large share of the world's poor: 263 million living on less 

than $1.90 a day and 1.1 billion on less than $3.20 a day. 

● ADB assists its members, and partners, by providing loans, technical assistance, grants, and 

equity investments to promote social and economic development. 

Why in News? 

● The Asian Development Bank has downgraded India’s economic growth forecast for the 

current financial year to 10 per cent, from 11 per cent projected earlier this year, mainly 

on account of the adverse impact of the coronavirus pandemic. 

● According to the Asian Development Outlook (ADO) Supplement, India’s GDP growth 

recovered to 1.6 per cent in the last quarter of fiscal year ended March 2021, narrowing 

contraction in the whole fiscal year from 8 per cent estimated in April to a revised 7.3 per 

cent. 



 

● Meanwhile, growth projection for FY 2022 (ending in March 2023), by which time much 

of India’s population is expected to be vaccinated, is upgraded from 7 per cent to 7.5 per 

cent as economic activity normalises. 

● On South Asia, ADB said the economic outlook for the subregion is dampened by new waves 

of COVID-19 hitting the subregion from March to June 2021. 

● The adverse economic impact of these new waves is expected to be limited, with businesses 

and consumers better able to adapt to the pandemic and containment measures now than 

they were a year ago. 

 

93.  “India Inequality Report 2021: India’s Unequal Healthcare Story” is released by which 

of the following? 

a) Niti Aayog 

b) Oxfam India 

c) Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

d) World Health Organisation 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

What’s in the news? 

● Oxfam India has released a report titled “India Inequality Report 2021: India’s Unequal 

Healthcare Story”.  

○ Oxfam India is a registered Non-profit organisation working to support child education, 

empowering women & fighting against inequality in India. 

Highlights of the Report 

Inequalities on Health Indicators 

● The report notes that sharp inequalities exist across different caste, religious, class and 

gender categories on various health indicators.  

● It shows that the general category is better off than the SCs and STs, Hindus are better off 

than Muslims, the rich are better off than the poor, men are better off than women, and the 

urban population is better off than the rural population on most health determinants, 

interventions and indicators.  



 

● The findings are primarily based on secondary analysis from rounds 3 and 4 of the National 

Family Health Survey and various rounds of the National Sample Survey. 

Women Literacy 

● The report shows that while women’s literacy has improved across social groups over 

the years, SC and ST women lag behind the general category by 18.6% and 27.9%, 

respectively.  

● Though the female literacy rate among Muslims (64.3%) is lower than all religious 

groups, inequality has reduced over time. 

Sanitation 

● As far as sanitation is concerned, 65.7% households have access to improved, non-

shared sanitation facilities in the general category while SC households are 28.5% 

behind them and ST are 39.8% behind them.  

Other Health Indicators 

● An examination of health interventions too shows disparities. 

● The share of institutional deliveries in India has increased from 38.7% in 2005-06 to 

78.9% in 2015-16, but inequalities persist with ST households 15% below the general 

category, Muslims 12% behind Hindus and a 35% gap between the poorest and richest 20% 

of the population. 

● Similarly, immunisation in ST households at 55.8% is still 6.2% below the national average, 

and Muslims have the lowest rate across all socio-religious groups at 55.4%. 

● Life expectancy based on wealth reveals that, on an average, an upper caste woman lives 

15 years longer than a Dalit woman. 

 

94.  Consider the following statements about Khelo India Programme 

1) The aim of the programme is to create a barrier free environment for independent, safe and 

dignified living of Persons with Disabilities. 

2) It was launched by the Ministry of Social Justice and empowerment. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 



 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

● The Khelo India programme has been introduced to revive the sports culture in India at 

the grass-root level by building a strong framework for all sports played in our country and 

establishing India as a great sporting nation. Statement 1 is incorrect and it is related to 

the Accessible India Campaign. 

● The Khelo India scheme is organised under the Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports. 

Statement 2 is incorrect. 

● Talented players identified in priority sports disciplines at various levels by the High-

Powered Committee will be provided annual financial assistance of INR 5 lakh per 

annum for 8 years. 

Why in the news? 

● Khelo India' centres are being opened for the nurturing of athletes at grassroots level and to 

strengthen the sports ecosystem in the country. 

● The Khelo India Centres have been launched by the Sports Ministry in partnership with the 

State Governments to ensure the availability of grassroot-level sports infrastructure across 

the country. 

 

95.  Consider the following statements with respect to the Integrated Disease Surveillance 

Programme (IDSP). 

1. It was launched by the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare in 2019 to tackle COVID 

pandemic. 

2. It is aimed to strengthen disease surveillance for infectious diseases to detect and respond 

to outbreaks immediately.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

 



 

Answer: B 

Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is incorrect: The Integrated Disease Surveillance Program (IDSP) was 

launched by the Union Ministry of Health & Family Welfare in assistance with the World 

Bank in 2004.  

● Statement 2 is correct: The scheme aimed to strengthen disease surveillance for 

infectious diseases to detect and respond to outbreaks immediately.  

● The IDSP constitutes State Surveillance Units (SSU) at all state/UT headquarters, District 

Surveillance Units (DSU) at the districts and Central Surveillance Unit (CSU) in Delhi.  

● The CSU at the National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC), receives disease outbreak 

reports from the States/UTs on a weekly basis.  

● The surveillance data is collected on three specified reporting formats, namely “S” 

(suspected cases), “P” (presumptive cases) and “L” (laboratory confirmed cases) filled by 

Health Workers, Clinicians and Laboratory staff respectively. State/District Surveillance 

Units analyses this data weekly, to interpret the disease trends and seasonality of diseases. 

Objective: 

● To strengthen/maintain decentralized laboratory-based IT enabled disease surveillance 

systems for epidemic-prone diseases to monitor disease trends and to detect and respond to 

outbreaks in the early rising phase through trained Rapid Response Team (RRTs). 

Programme Components: 

● Integration and decentralization of surveillance activities through the establishment of 

surveillance units at Centre, State and District level. 

● Human Resource Development – Training of State Surveillance Officers, District Surveillance 

Officers, Rapid Response Team and other Medical and Paramedical staff on principles of 

disease surveillance. 

● Use of Information Communication Technology for collection, collation, compilation, 

analysis and dissemination of data. 

● Strengthening of public health laboratories. 

● Inter sectoral Coordination for zoonotic disease 

Why in the news? 



 

● IDSP State Surveillance Unit (SSU), Haryana is set to initiate an epidemiological investigation 

into the first documented human case of Bird Flu. 

 

96.  Consider the following statements about the Production linked incentive (PLI) 

scheme. 

1. Its objective is to boost domestic manufacturing and attract large investments in the Indian 

manufacturing sector. 

2. At present, the scheme is restricted for Large Scale Electronics Manufacturing in India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: A 

Explanation 

● In April last year, the central government had for the first time notified the Production 

Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme for mobile phones and allied component manufacturing.  

● Under the scheme, 4% to 6% incentive will be provided on incremental sales of goods 

manufactured in India. These incentives will be offered for a period of 5 years. 

● Statement 2 is incorrect: In November, the PLI scheme was expanded to include 12 more 

sectors such as automobile and automobile components, pharmaceutical drugs, textile 

products, food products, high efficiency solar photo-voltaic modules, white goods such as air 

conditioners and LED bulbs, and speciality steel products.  

● Statement 1 is correct: Its objective is to boost domestic manufacturing and attract large 

investments in the manufacturing sector in the country. 

Why in the news? 

● The Union Cabinet has approved the Production-linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme for Specialty 

Steel with incentives of Rs. 6,322 crore. This will be provided over a period of five years. 

This scheme will boost production of high grade specialty steel in the country. 

● The scheme will cover coated or plated steel products, high strength or wear resistant steel, 

specialty rails, alloy steel products, steel wires and electrical steel. 



 

● Any company registered in India and engaged in manufacturing of the identified specialty 

steel grades is eligible to participate in this scheme. The decision will boost exports and 

minimise dependence on imports for high end steel. 

● This will also bring in investment of approximately 40 thousand crore rupees and has a 

potential of generating over five lakh 25 thousand jobs. 

● The Scheme proposes to incentivize eligible manufacturers by paying between 4 

percent to 12 percent incentive on incremental production. 

 

97.  With reference to the Members of Parliament Local Area Development Scheme 

(MPLADS), consider the following statements. 

1. MPs shall recommend works costing at least 15 percent of the MPLADS entitlement for the 

year for areas inhabited by Scheduled Caste population and 7.5 per cent for areas inhabited 

by S.T. population. 

2. Nominated Members of both the Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha can recommend works 

anywhere in the country. 

3. It is the responsibility of the MPs to sanction, execute and complete the works within the 

stipulated time.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

● The Members of Parliament Local Area Development Scheme (MPLADS) is meant to enable 

Members of Parliament to recommend works of developmental nature with emphasis 

on creation of durable community assets based on locally felt needs to be taken up in 

their constituencies in the area of national priorities namely drinking water, education, 

public health, sanitation, roads etc. 



 

● The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation has been responsible for the 

policy formulation, release of funds and prescribing monitoring mechanism for 

implementation of the Scheme. 

Features 

● The MPLADS is fully funded by the Government of India. The annual MPLADS fund 

entitlement per MP constituency is Rs. 5 crore. 

● Funds under the MPLADS are non-lapsable. 

● Statement 2 is correct: Lok Sabha Members can recommend works within their 

Constituencies and Elected Members of Rajya Sabha can recommend works within the 

State of Election (with select exceptions). Nominated Members of both the Rajya Sabha and 

Lok Sabha can recommend works anywhere in the country. 

● All works to meet locally felt infrastructure and development needs, with an emphasis on 

creation of durable assets in the constituency are permissible under MPLADS as prescribed 

in the scheme guidelines.  

● The MPLADS funds can be merged with other schemes such as MGNREGA and Khelo India. 

Allocation for SC & ST 

● Statement 1 is correct: The guidelines recommend MPs to suggest works costing at least 

15 per cent of their MPLADS entitlement for the year for areas inhabited by Scheduled Caste 

population and 7.5 per cent for areas inhabited by Scheduled Tribe population. 

● In case there is insufficient tribal population in the area of Lok Sabha Member, they may 

recommend this amount for the creation of community assets in tribal areas outside of their 

constituency but within their State of election. 

Implementation 

● Statement 3 is incorrect: Under MPLADS, the role of the MPs is limited only upto 

recommendation of works. Thereafter, it is the responsibility of the District Authority to 

sanction, execute and complete the works recommended by Members of Parliament within 

the stipulated time.  

● The District Authority shall identify the Implementing Agency capable of executing the 

eligible work qualitatively, timely and satisfactorily. It shall be responsible for timely and 

effective implementation of such works.  



 

● Information on MPLADS (the number and cost of works sanctioned, implementing agencies, 

projects completed, etc) should be made available to citizens under the Right to 

Information Act. 

● At least 10% of the projects under implementation in the district are to be inspected every 

year by the district authority. 

Why in the News? 

● The Central Government has clarified that there is no proposal for restoration of MPLADS 

which has been stopped in view of Covid-19 pandemic.  

 

98.  Consider the following statements about Anti Tank Guided Missile (ATGM) 

1) Anti tank guided missiles are missiles whose primary purpose is to destroy tanks and other 

armoured vehicles. 

2) ATGMs can be launched from land vehicles only. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation: 

● An anti-tank missile, anti-tank guided missile (ATGM), anti-armour guided missile or anti-

tank guided weapon (ATGW) is a missile that is created to destroy vehicles that are heavily 

armoured.  

● Anti Tank guided missiles are medium or long-range missiles whose primary purpose is to 

destroy tanks and other armoured vehicles. Hence statement 1 is correct. 

● ATGMs can be launched from aircraft or land vehicles or by infantry.  

Hence statement 2 is incorrect. 

● The anti-tank guided missiles (ATGM), can be directed to a target by several different 

guidance systems, including laser guiding, television camera, or wire guiding.  

● The most compact systems are small enough to be carried and operated by a single soldier, 

and advanced models, such as the U.S. Javelin, are “fire and forget” missiles, which means 

https://www.britannica.com/technology/missile
https://www.britannica.com/technology/tank-military-vehicle
https://www.britannica.com/technology/armoured-vehicle


 

that once the ATGM has been launched, it directs itself toward the target by using digital 

imaging. 

● An ATGM can also be used against fortified positions or low-speed aircraft. 

Why this question? 

DRDO successfully flight-tests indigenously developed MPATGM for minimum range 

News in detail 

● In a major boost towards Atma Nirbhar Bharat and strengthening of Indian Army, Defence 

Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) successfully flight-tested indigenously 

developed low weight, fire and forget Man Portable Anti Tank Guided Missile (MPATGM) 

recently. 

● The missile was launched from a man portable launcher integrated with a thermal site and 

the target was mimicking a tank.  

● The missile hit the target in direct attack mode and destroyed it with precision.  

● The test has validated the minimum range successfully.  

● The missile has already been successfully flight tested for the maximum range.  

● The missile is incorporated with state-of-the-art Miniaturized Infrared Imaging Seeker along 

with advanced avionics.  

● The test brings the development of indigenous third generation man portable Anti-Tank 

Guided Missile close to completion.  

About DRDO: 

● DRDO is the R&D wing of the Ministry of Defence, Govt of India, with a vision to empower 

India with cutting-edge defence technologies and a mission to achieve self-reliance in critical 

defence technologies and systems. 

●  It equips our armed forces with state-of-the-art weapon systems and equipment in 

accordance with the requirements laid down by the three Services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

99.  Consider the following statements about the Perform Achieve and Trade (PAT) 

scheme. 

1. It is a market based compliance mechanism to accelerate improvements in energy efficiency 

in energy intensive industries.  

2. Under the scheme, companies that better their targets for reducing energy consumption will 

be allowed to sell energy-saving credits (ECERTs) to those failing to achieve the required 

cuts. 

3. It is a flagship programme of the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

● Statement 3 is incorrect: Perform Achieve and Trade (PAT) scheme is a flagship 

programme of the Bureau of Energy Efficiency under the National Mission for Enhanced 

Energy Efficiency (NMEEE). 

○ NMEEE is one of the eight missions under the National Action Plan on Climate Change 

(NAPCC) for combating threats of global warming. 

● Statement 1 is correct: Launched in 2012, the scheme is a market based compliance 

mechanism to accelerate improvements in energy efficiency in energy intensive industries.  

● Under the PAT scheme, energy intensive industries are given targets for reducing energy 

consumption.  

● Statement 2 is correct: The companies that better their targets will be allowed to sell 

energy-saving credits (ECERTs) to those failing to achieve the required cuts. 

 

 

 

 



 

100.   With reference to the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA), consider the 

following statements. 

1. It is the only UN body with universal representation. 

2. Each Member State has one vote in UNGA. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

● United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) is the main deliberative, policymaking and 

representative organ of the UN.  

● It is one of the six principal organs which make up the UN. 

● Statement 1 is correct: All 193 Member States of the UN are represented in the General 

Assembly, making it the only UN body with universal representation. 

● The annual session is attended by world leaders to discuss and debate the world’s most 

important global issues and how to address them.  

Voting 

● Statement 2 is correct: Each country has one vote.  

● Decisions on important questions, such as those on peace and security, admission of new 

members and budgetary matters, require a two-thirds majority. Decisions on other 

questions are by simple majority. 

 

101. With reference to the UNESCO’s World Heritage Convention, 1972, consider the 

following statements  

1. It defines the kind of natural or cultural sites which can be considered for inscription on the 

World Heritage List of UNESCO. 

2. Financial assistance is granted to the States Parties to the World Heritage Convention in 

order to help them protect the cultural or natural heritage sites. 

 



 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Sol: 

UNESCO World Heritage site 

● A World Heritage Site is a landmark or area, selected by the United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) for having cultural, historical, scientific or 

other form of significance, which is legally protected by international treaties. 

UNESCO’s World Heritage Convention, 1972  

● The Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage is an 

international agreement that was adopted by the General Conference of UNESCO in 1972. 

● It is based on the premise that certain places on Earth are of outstanding universal value 

and should therefore form part of the common heritage of humankind. 

● Statement 1 is correct: It basically defines the kind of natural or cultural sites which can 

be considered for inscription on the World Heritage List. 

● The Convention sets out the duties of State Parties in identifying potential sites and their 

role in protecting and preserving them.  

● By signing the Convention, each country pledges to conserve not only the World Heritage 

sites situated on its territory, but also to protect its national heritage. 

● It explains how the World Heritage Fund is to be used and managed and under what 

conditions international financial assistance may be provided. 

● Statement 2 is correct: International Assistance under the World Heritage Convention is a 

financial assistance granted to the States Parties to the World Heritage Convention, in order 

to help them protect the cultural or natural heritage sites inscribed on the World Heritage 

List or on the List of World Heritage in Danger. 

List of World Heritage in Danger  

● The World Heritage Committee also compiles another list of sites it considers to be "in 

danger" of losing their heritage status.  



 

● The List of World Heritage in Danger is designed to inform the international community 

of conditions which threaten the very characteristics for which a property was inscribed on 

the World Heritage List, and to encourage corrective action.  

● Inscribing a site on the List of World Heritage in Danger allows the World Heritage 

Committee to allocate immediate assistance from the World Heritage Fund to the 

endangered property. 

● It also alerts the international community to these situations in the hope that it can join 

efforts to save these endangered sites.  

 

102. Consider the following statements. 

1. ‘Access, Watch and Reserve’, is an approach that specifies which antibiotics to use for the most 

common and serious infections. 

2. WHO estimates that more than 50% of antibiotics in many countries are used inappropriately 

for treatment of viruses. 

Which of the above statements is\are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation:  

Both the statements are correct.  

The World Health Organization (WHO) has launched a global campaign that urges countries to 

adopt its new online tool aimed at guiding policy-makers and health workers to use 

antibiotics safely and more effectively. Its objective is to limit drugs that are at risk of 

resistance. 

The tool, known as ‘AWaRe’, classifies antibiotics into three groups: 

1. Access   — antibiotics used to treat the most common and serious infections 

2. Watch    — antibiotics available at all times in the healthcare system 

3. Reserve — antibiotics to be used sparingly or preserved and used only as a last resort 



 

• Antibiotic resistance is already one of the biggest health risks and is estimated to kill 50 million 

by 2050 worldwide, says the British government’s Review on Antimicrobial Resistance. 

• The threat continues to escalate globally because more than 50 per cent of antibiotics in many 

countries are used inappropriately such as for treatment of viruses when they only treat 

bacterial infections or use of the wrong (broader spectrum) antibiotic, according to a recent 

report by the International Coordination Group on Antimicrobial Resistance. 

 

 

103. MANAS is a web based application established to serve which of the following 

purposes? 

a) Research based management system to tackle air pollution in India 

b) To strengthen the mechanism for Real Time Monitoring (RTM) of nutritional outcomes in 

India 

c) It seeks to bridge the digital divide for students who have hitherto remained untouched by 

the 

digital revolution 

d) It is a national digital wellbeing platform and an app developed to augment mental well-being 

of 

Indian citizens. 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

 “MANAS” App was launched to promote wellbeing across age groups. 

Who launched? 

● MANAS was initiated by the Office of the Principal Scientific Adviser to the Government 

of India. 

● It was jointly executed by National Institute of Mental Health and Neuro Sciences 

(NIMHANS) Bengaluru, Armed Forces Medical College (AFMC) Pune and Centre for 

Development of Advanced Computing(C-DAC) Bengaluru. 

About the app 

● MANAS is a comprehensive, scalable, and national digital wellbeing platform and an app 

developed to augment mental well-being of Indian citizens. 



 

● MANAS which stands for Mental Health and Normalcy Augmentation System was 

endorsed as a national program by the Prime Minister’s Science, Technology, and 

Innovation Advisory Council (PM-STIAC). 

● MANAS App integrates the health and wellness efforts of various government 

ministries, scientifically validated indigenous tools with gamified interfaces 

developed/researched by various national bodies and research institutions. 

● MANAS is based on life skills and core psychological processes, with universal 

accessibility, delivering age-appropriate methods and promoting a positive attitude 

focusing on wellness. 

Motto: 

● Uttam Mann, Saksham Jan - To build a healthier and happier community, to empower it 

to nurture its innate potential for building a Swasth and Atma Nirbhar Bharat. 

Eligibility 

● Catering to the overall wellbeing of people of all age groups, the initial version of MANAS 

focuses on promoting positive mental health in the age group of 15-35 years. 

Way forward 

● The app must be integrated with the public health schemes like the National Health 

Mission, Poshan Abhiyan, e-Sanjeevani and others so that it is used widely. 

● Besides, the application must be made multi-lingual. 

 

104.  Consider the following statements  

1) Pradhan Mantri Van Dhan Yojana (PMVDY) is a retail marketing led value addition plan for 

Minor Forest Produce (MFP), meant for forest-based tribes to optimize the tribal income, 

locally.  

2) TRIFED is the nodal agency of the scheme. 

Which of the statements given above is/ are correct?  

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 



 

Explanation: 

Pradhan Mantri Van Dhan Yojana (PMVDY) is a retail marketing led value addition plan for 

Minor Forest Produce (MFP), meant for forest-based tribes to optimize the tribal income, 

locally. Under the program, MFP-based tribal groups / enterprises of around 300 members 

are formed for collection, value addition, packaging & marketing of Minor Forest Produces 

(MFPs). 

TRIFED is the nodal agency of the scheme at national level. 

 

About Minor Forest Produce (MFP):  

● 'Minor Forest Produce (MFP)' means all non-timber forest produce of plant origin and 

will include bamboo, canes, fodder, leaves, gums, waxes, dyes, resins and many forms of 

food including nuts, wild fruits, Honey, Lac, Tusser etc. The Minor Forest Produces provide 

both subsistence and cash income for people who live in or near forests. 

● A number of people from Scheduled Tribes and other forest-dwelling communities depend 

on the collection and sale of such items for their livelihood.  

● The Minor Forest Produce has significant economic and social value for the forest dwellers 

as an estimated 100 Million people derive their source of livelihood from the collection and 

marketing of Minor Forest Produce (Report of the National Committee on Forest Rights 

Act, 2011). 

 

● These tribal enterprises will be in the form of Van Dhan SHGs which will be a group of 15-20 

members and such 15 SHG groups will further be federated into a larger group of Van Dhan 

Vikas Kendras (VDVKS) of around 300 members. 

● TRIFED will support the VDVKs through providing them with model business plans, 

processing plans & tentative list of equipment for carrying out the value addition work of 

MFPs.  

Mechanism for Marketing of Minor Forest Produce (MFP) through Minimum Support 

Price (MSP) & Development of Value Chain for MFP has been Conceptualised and 

implemented by TRIFED in association with State Government Agencies  across 21 states of 



 

the country, the scheme has emerged as a source of great relief for tribal gatherers injecting 

more than Rs 3000 crores directly in the tribal economy since April 2020. 

 

 

105.  Consider the following statements. 

1. It is a small plastic piece less than 5 millimeters. 

2. Bioaccumulation refers to increasing concentration of a substance, such as a toxic chemical, 

in the tissues of organisms at successively higher levels. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 Only 

b)  2 Only 

c)  Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

Explanation:  

What are microplastics? 

● Microplastics are defined as synthetic solid particles sized ranging 1 micrometre (μm) to 5 

millimetre (mm), which are insoluble in water. 

 

● There are two categories of microplastics: primary and secondary. 

Primary microplastics 

● Primary microplastics are tiny particles designed for commercial use, such as cosmetics, as 

well as microfibers shed from clothing and other textiles, such as fishing nets.  

Secondary microplastics 

● Secondary microplastics are particles that result from the breakdown of larger plastic items, 



 

such as water bottles. This breakdown is caused by exposure to environmental factors, 

mainly the sun’s radiation and ocean waves. 

● Microplastics are recognised as a major source of marine pollution.  

Microplastics in oceans and rivers  

● The generation of microplastics starts from rivers. 

● Major sources like untreated sewage along the river’s course, industrial waste and 

religious offerings wrapped in non-degradable plastics pile pollutants into the river as it 

flows through several densely populated cities.  

● The plastic products and waste materials released or dumped in the river break down and 

are eventually broken down into micro particles. 

● The river finally transports significantly large quantities downstream into the ocean, which 

is the ultimate sink of all plastics being used by humans. 

Why in the news? 

● The study, ‘Quantitative analysis of Microplastics along River Ganga’ done by Delhi-based 

environment NGO Toxics Link has revealed pollution by microplastics in River Ganga. 

● Water samples were collected at Haridwar, Kanpur and Varanasi. 

● The highest concentration of such plastic was found at Varanasi, comprising single-use and 

secondary plastic products.  

● Results show presence of at least 40 different kinds of polymers as microplastics. 

● The most frequent size range observed in all the samples was <300µm. 

Bio-accumulation and Bio-magnification 

● Bio-accumulation refers to increase in concentration of a substance in certain tissues of an 

organism's body. Bioaccumulation occurs when an organism absorbs a toxic substance from 

all sources at a rate greater than that at which the substance is lost. 

●  Biomagnification refers to increasing concentration of a substance, such as a toxic chemical, 

in the tissues of organisms at successively higher levels in a food chain. 

 

106. Which of the following is/are objectives of setting up a Special Economic Zone? 

1. Earn foreign exchange and contribute to exchange rate stability  

2. Boost the export sector especially non traditional exports  

3. To create employment opportunities 



 

4. To attract Foreign Direct Investment 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 1 and 4 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1,2 and 3 

d) 1,2,3and 4 

Answer: D 

Explanation  

What are SEZs? 

● SEZ is a specifically delineated duty-free enclave and deemed to be foreign territory for the 

purposes of trade operations and duties and tariffs.  

● SEZs’ economic laws are more liberal than a country's typical economic laws. India’s SEZ 

policy offers various fiscal and regulatory incentives to the developers within the zone like 

exemption from customs duties, central excise duties.  

● The idea was to create a level playing field for domestic enterprises and manufacturers to be 

competitive globally. 

Objectives of SEZs 

● The major objectives of setting up a SEZ are  

● To attract FDI  

● Earn foreign exchange and contribute to exchange rate stability  

● Boost the export sector especially non traditional exports  

● To create employment opportunities 

● Introduce new technology 

● Develop backward regions etc.  

 

Why in the news? 

● Special Economic Zones (SEZ) have touched new heights in terms of performance in Exports, 

Investment and Employment in the last three years. 

 

107. Which of the following is/are the tributaries of river Godavari?  

1. Koyana 



 

2. Manjra 

3. Penganga 

4. Pranhita 

5. Bhima 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a)  2, 3 and 5 only 

b) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only  

c) 1, 3 and 5 only  

d) 2, 3 and 4 only 

Answer : D 

Explanation 

● The Godavari is the largest Peninsular river. It rises from the slopes of the Western Ghats 

in Nasik district of Maharashtra. Its length is about 1500 km.  

● It drains into the Bay of Bengal. Its drainage basin is also the largest among the peninsular 

rivers. The basin covers parts of Maharashtra (about 50 per cent of the basin area lies in 

Maharashtra), Madhya Pradesh, Odisha and Andhra Pradesh. 

●  The Godavari is joined by a number of tributaries, such as the Purna, Wardha, the 

Pranhita, the Manjra, the Wainganga and the Penganga. The last three tributaries are 

very large. Because of its length and the area it covers, it is also known as the Dakshin 

Ganga. 

● The Koyana and the bhima are the tributaries of river Krishna  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

108. Consider the following statements 

1) India is home to only three species of vultures all of which are critically endangered. 

2) The Vulture Conservation Plan aims to set up vulture conservation breeding centres in all 

corners of the country. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 



 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

About Vultures 

● India has nine species of vultures in the wild. Hence statement 1 is incorrect. 

○ Oriental White-backed Vulture (Gyps bengalensis)- Critically endangered 

○ Slender billed Vulture (Gyps tenuirostris)- Critically endangered 

○ Long billed Vulture (Gyps indicus)- Critically endangered 

○ Egyptian Vulture (Neophron percnopterus)- Endangered 

○ Red Headed Vulture (Sarcogyps calvus)- Critically endangered 

○ Indian Griffon Vulture (Gyps fulvus)- Least concerned 

○ Himalayan Griffon (Gyps himalayensis)- Near threatened 

○ Cinereous Vulture (Aegypius monachus)- Near threatened 

○ Bearded Vulture or Lammergeier (Gypaetus barbatus)- Near threatened 

Significance of Vultures for Human Well-Being:  

● The ecological, social and cultural significance of vultures in India may be summed up as:  

○ Scavenging on animal carcasses and thereby helping keep the environment clean 

○ The disposal of dead bodies as per the religious practices of the Parsi community.  

○ Vultures are the primary removers of carrion in India and Africa.  

● Removal of a major scavenger from the ecosystem will affect the equilibrium between 

populations of other scavenging species and/or result in increase in putrefying 

carcasses.  

● In the absence of carcass disposing mechanisms, vulture declines may lead to an increase in 

the number of putrefying animal carcasses in the countryside.  

○ Both increases in putrefying carcasses and changes in the scavenger populations have 

associated disease risks for wildlife, livestock and humans. 

● In some areas the population of feral dogs, being the main scavenging species in the 

absence of vultures, has been observed to have increased.  



 

○ In the absence of any alternative mode of disposal of animal carcasses, they continue to be 

disposed of in the open, and with increasing numbers of feral dogs, there is increased risk 

of spread of rabies, and livestock borne diseases like anthrax. 

Related information 

● The Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) has released the 

second National Vulture Conservation Action Plan (2020-25).  

Background information 

● The most common vultures oriental white-backed, long-billed, and slender-billed 

declined by more than 96 per cent in a decade (1993-2003). 

● In 2004, bird experts established that diclofenac, a non-steroidal drug given to cattle to 

treat inflammation, was behind the population crash.  

○ When a vulture consumed a cattle carcass with traces of diclofenac, it developed gout and 

almost immediately died of kidney failure. 

● In 2006, on the recommendation of the first conservation plan, the Drug Controller General 

of India (DCGI) banned the veterinary use of diclofenac.  

● In 2015, it restricted the vial size of diclofenac formulation for humans to 3 ml to check 

its use by the veterinarian, who needs much higher dosage for treating cattle.  

● It was also made a schedule H drug (under the Drug and Cosmetics Act 1940), which means 

it cannot be sold without a doctor’s prescription. 

Still what is the issue? 

● Human formulation of diclofenac continues to be misused in treating cattle till date.  

● Vultures are considered safe if the prevalence of diclofenac in cattle carcasses drops to below 

1 per cent. 

○ In 2005-06, a little over 10 percent of cattle carcasses had residues of diclofenac, claims the 

2020 action plan.  

○ This came down to less than 2 per cent by 2013, except for Rajasthan where it was still over 

5 percent. 

● There are at least three other drugs ketoprofen, nimesulide and aceclofenac—which are 

toxic to vultures but are still easily available. 

Key highlights of Vulture Conservation Action Plan 2020-2025 

● MoEFCC has in the latest plan recommended a slew of measures to improve enforcement.  



 

● It has suggested diclofenac be considered as a schedule X drug 

○ It is mandatory for a chemist to retain a copy of the prescriptions against which diclofenac is 

sold.  

○ The copies need to be produced when the sales records are audited. 

● It suggests that DGCI should institute a system that automatically removes a drug from 

veterinary use if it is found to be toxic to vultures. 

● It focuses on promoting safe alternative drugs such as meloxicam and tolfenamic acid. 

● The new plan also seeks a policy that suggests burning carcasses of animals who received 

veterinary treatment prior to their death instead of being kept in open dump sites.  

● A national committee with members from health and animal husbandry ministries to 

promote inter coordination between departments would be set up. 

● The new plan reiterates the target of at least one safe zone in each state by 2025 as safe 

zones can help vulture population recover.  

○ India has over nine vulture species and most states have at least six of them. 

○ In 2012, the Centre asked all states to identify vulture colonies and restrict the use of 

diclofenac in 100 km radius of them. Till date, just five states—Madhya Pradesh, Uttar 

Pradesh, Assam, Jharkhand and Tamil Nadu—have set up these vulture safe zones and 

another four are in the process (West Bengal, Haryana, and Kerala). 

● The plan is to set up vulture conservation breeding centres in all corners of the country. 

This is crucial because vultures have a low fertility rate. Hence statement 2 is correct. 

○ There are currently eight breeding centres, Pinjore (Haryana), Rajabhatkhawa (West 

Bengal), Rani (Assam), Van Vihar (Madhya Pradesh), Nandankanan Zoo (Odisha), Nehru 

Zoological Park (Telangana), Muta Zoo (Jharkhand) and Sakkarbaug Zoo (Gujarat).  

○ The centres apart from focusing on the breeding of gyps species like oriental white‐backed, 

long-billed and slander billed but they will be now breeding other resident species as well. 

Why in the news? 

● A recent study of the population of vultures in the Sigur plateau of Mudumalai Tiger Reserve 

has found that the population of all four resident vulture species have seemingly been on the 

rise over the past few years. 

 

109. Which of the following are in Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve? 



 

a) Mudumalai, Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuaries and Silent Valley National Park 

b) Neyyar, Peppara and Shendurney Wildlife Sanctuaries and Kalakad Mundanthurai Tiger 

Reserve 

c) Kawal and Sri Venkateswara Wildlife Sanctuaries and Nagarjunasagar-Srisailam Tiger 

Reserve 

d) Kaundinya, Gundla Brahme-swaram and Papikonda Wildlife Sanctuaries and Mukurthi 

National Park 

 Answer: A 

Explanation 

About Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve 

● The Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve was the first biosphere reserve in India established in the 

year 1986. It is located in the Western Ghats. Wide ranges of ecosystems and species 

diversity are found in this region. Thus, it was a natural choice for the premier biosphere 

reserve of  the country. 

● The total area of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve is 5,520 sq. km.  The Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve 

encompasses  parts of Tamilnadu, Kerala   and Karnataka.  

● The annual rainfall of the reserve ranges from 500 mm to 7000 mm with temperature 

ranging from 0°C during winter to 41°C during summer. 

● The Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve falls under the biogeographic region of  the Malabar rain 

forest. The Mudumalai Wildlife Sanctuary, Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary, Bandipur 

National Park, Nagarhole National Park, Mukurthi National Park and Silent Valley are the 

protected areas present within this reserve. 

● The fauna of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve includes over 100 species of mammals, 350 

species of birds, 80 species of  reptiles and amphibians, 300 species of butterflies and 

innumerable invertebrates. 39 species of fish, 31 amphibians and 60 species of reptiles 

endemic to the Western Ghats also occur in the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve. 

The Nilgiri tahr (State animal of Tamilnadu), Nilgiri langur, slender loris, blackbuck, tiger, 

gaur, Indian elephant and marten are some of the animals found here. 

 

110. Consider the following statements 



 

1) Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) acts as the principal military advisor to the defence minister on 

all tri service matters. 

2) The National Security Advisor (NSA) advises the Prime Minister of India on matters relating 

to external & internal security threats to India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct. 

Chief of Defence Staff is in the rank of a four-star General with salary and perquisites 

equivalent to a Service Chief. The Chief of Defence Staff will also head the Department of 

Military Affairs (DMA), to be created within the Ministry of Defence and function as its 

Secretary. 

 The following areas will be dealt by the Department of Military Affairs headed by CDS: 

● The Armed Forces of the Union, namely, the Army, the Navy and the Air Force. 

● Integrated Headquarters of the Ministry of Defence comprising Army Headquarters, Naval 

Headquarters, Air Headquarters and Defence Staff Headquarters. 

● The Territorial Army. 

● Works relating to the Army, the Navy and the Air Force. 

● Procurement exclusive to the Services except capital acquisitions, as per prevalent rules and 

procedures. 

The duties and functions of the Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) include the following: 

● To head the Department of Military Affairs in the Ministry of Defence and function as its 

Secretary. 

● To act as the Principal Military Advisor to Hon’ble Raksha Mantri on all Tri-Service 

matters. 

● To function as the Permanent Chairman of the Chiefs of Staff Committee 

● To administer the Tri-Service organizations/agencies/commands. 



 

● To be a member of Defence Acquisition Council chaired by Hon’ble Raksha Mantri. 

● To function as the Military Advisor to the Nuclear Command Authority. 

● To bring about jointness in operation, logistics, transport, training, support services, 

communications, repairs and maintenance, etc of the three Services. 

Statement 2 is correct. 

The National Security Advisor is the senior official on the National Security Council of 

India, and the chief adviser to the Prime Minister of India on national security policy and 

international affairs. Ajit Doval is the current NSA, and uniquely has the same stature as a 

minister in the union cabinet. 

Functions 

● The NSA is the senior official on the National Security Council (NSC) of India, and the chief 

adviser to the Prime Minister of India on national and international security policy. 

Presently NSA is the most powerful bureaucrat in the Government of India. 

● The National Security Adviser (NSA) is tasked with regularly advising the Prime Minister 

of India on all matters relating to internal and external threats and opportunities to 

India, and oversees strategic and sensitive issues on behalf of the Prime Minister. 

● The NSA of India also serves as the Prime Minister’s Special Interlocutor with China as 

well as the envoy to Pakistan and Israel on security affairs. 

● The NSA receives all intelligence reports and co-ordinates them to present before the 

Prime Minister. NSA is assisted by the Deputy National Security Advisers. 

 

 

 

111. Consider the following statements  

1) Government of India through Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs) is implementing Ethanol 

Blended Petrol (EBP) Programme, wherein ethanol is being blended in petrol. 

2) Ethanol can be sourced only from sugarcane. 

3) The National Biofuel Policy 2018 envisages an indicative target of 20% blending of ethanol 

in petrol and 5% blending of biodiesel in diesel by 2030. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 



 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1,2 and 3 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

About Ethanol 

● Ethanol, an anhydrous ethyl alcohol having chemical formula of C2H5OH, can be produced 

from sugarcane, maize, wheat, etc  which are having high starch content. Hence 

statement 2 is incorrect. 

● In India, ethanol is mainly produced from sugarcane molasses by fermentation process.  

● Ethanol can be mixed with gasoline to form different blends. 

● As the ethanol molecule contains oxygen, it allows the engine to more completely combust 

the fuel, resulting in fewer emissions and thereby reducing the occurrence of 

environmental pollution. 

Ethanol Blended Petrol Programme 

● The Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP) programme was launched in January, 2003 by the 

Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas.  

● The programme sought to promote the use of alternative and environment friendly fuels 

and to reduce import dependency for energy requirements. 

● Government of India through Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs) is implementing Ethanol 

Blended Petrol (EBP) Programme, wherein ethanol is being blended in petrol. Hence 

statement 1 is correct. 

● The Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas in 2019 directed Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs) 

to sell 10% ethanol blended petrol as per Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) specifications. 

● It is being implemented throughout the country except Union Territories of Andaman 

Nicobar and Lakshadweep islands. 

● The National Biofuel Policy 2018 envisages an indicative target of 20% blending of 

ethanol in petrol and 5% blending of biodiesel in diesel by 2030. Hence statement 3 is 

correct. 

Objectives of EBP 

● Reducing import dependence 



 

● Promoting clean fuel  

● Providing boost to agriculture 

● Conserving foreign exchange. 

Government interventions to increase production of ethanol 

● To increase indigenous production of ethanol the Government since 2014 took multiple 

interventions like:- 

○ Allowing use of sugarcane and food grains (maize and surplus stocks of rice with Food 

Corporation of India)  for conversion to ethanol 

○ Re-introduction of administered price mechanism 

○ Opening of alternate route for ethanol production 

○ Amendment to Industries (Development & Regulation) Act, 1951 which legislates exclusive 

control of denatured ethanol by the Central Government for smooth movement of ethanol 

across the country 

○ Reduction in Goods & Service Tax (GST) on ethanol meant for EBP Programme from 18% 

to 5%; 

○ Differential ethanol price based on raw material utilized for ethanol production; 

○ Extension of EBP Programme to whole of India except islands of Andaman Nicobar and 

Lakshadweep wef 01st April, 2019; 

○ Interest Subvention Scheme for enhancement and augmentation of the ethanol production 

capacity by Department of Food and Public Distribution (DFPD); 

○ Publication of Long Term Policy on ethanol procurement. 

Why in the news? 

● This information was given by the Minister of State for Petroleum and Natural Gas in the Lok 

Sabha recently. 

 

112.  The temple dates back to 1213 AD. It was built by the patronage of the Kakatiya ruler 

Ganapathi Deva under the authority of his Chief Commander Recherla Rudra at the place 

known as Ranakude in the Atukuru province.The temple is situated in Palampet village of 

the Venkatapur mandal, in Mulugu District of Telangana. The temple is known for its unique 

features like ‘floating bricks’, sandbox foundations and exquisite carvings. It was recently 

included in the UNESCO list of World Heritage Sites. 



 

The above description refers to which of the following temples? 

a) Mahabodhi temple  

b) Sun temple 

c) Khajuraho temple 

d) Ramappa temple 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

About Ramappa temple 

● The Ramalingeswara Temple which is popularly known as the Ramappa temple dates 

back to 1213 AD, was built by the patronage of the Kakatiya ruler Ganapathi Deva under 

the authority of his Chief Commander Recherla Rudra at the place known as Ranakude in 

the Atukuru province. 

● The temple is situated in Palampet village of the Venkatapur mandal, in Mulugu District of 

Telangana. 

● The temple got its name Ramappa because of its chief sculptor Ramappa.  

● The temple is known for its unique features like ‘floating bricks’, sandbox foundations 

and exquisite carvings. 

● The temple, known for its exquisite craftsmanship and delicate relief work, is a savvy blend 

of technical know-how and materials of its time.  

● The foundation is built with the “sandbox technique”, the flooring is granite and the pillars 

basalt.  

● The lower part of the temple is red sandstone while the white gopuram is built with light 

bricks that reportedly float on water.  

Why in the news? 

● The 13th century Ramappa temple in Palampet, Telangana was inscribed as a UNESCO World 

Heritage Site recently. 

UNESCO World Heritage Sites 

United Nations Educational,Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) 

● The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization is a specialised 

agency of the United Nations (UN) based in Paris,France which was formed in 1946 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_specialized_agencies_of_the_United_Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_specialized_agencies_of_the_United_Nations


 

● Its purpose is to contribute to peace and security by promoting international 

collaboration through education, science, culture and communication. 

● UNESCO has 193 member countries (including India) and it pursues its objectives 

through five major programs: education, natural sciences, social and human sciences, 

culture, and communication and information. 

● The agency’s permanent headquarters are in Paris, France. 

World Heritage Site 

● A World Heritage Site is a landmark or area, selected by the United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) for having cultural, historical, scientific or 

other form of significance, which is legally protected by international treaties. 

UNESCO’s World Heritage Convention,1972  

● The Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage is an 

international agreement that was adopted by the General Conference of UNESCO in 1972. 

● It is based on the premise that certain places on Earth are of outstanding universal value and 

should therefore form part of the common heritage of humankind. 

● It basically defines the kind of natural or cultural sites which can be considered for 

inscription on the World Heritage List. 

● Cultural sites include monuments, such as architectural structures, art and science pieces, 

while natural sites include formations that are of outstanding universal value from the 

aesthetic or scientific point of view. 

● In addition to these, UNESCO designates some sites as Mixed heritage sites which contain 

elements of both natural and cultural significance. 

● The Convention sets out the duties of State Parties in identifying potential sites and their role 

in protecting and preserving them.  

● By signing the Convention, each country pledges to conserve not only the World Heritage 

sites situated on its territory, but also to protect its national heritage. 

● It explains how the World Heritage Fund is to be used and managed and under what 

conditions international financial assistance may be provided. 

World Heritage Sites in India: 

● There are 38 UNESCO World Heritage Sites in India. The sites are broken down into the 

following categories 



 

● Cultural Sites (30) 

○ Agra Fort (1983),Uttar Pradesh 

○ Ajanta Caves (1983),Maharashtra 

○ Archaeological Site of Nalanda Mahavihara at Nalanda, Bihar (2016) 

○ Buddhist Monuments at Sanchi (1989), Madhya Pradesh 

○ Champaner-Pavagadh Archaeological Park (2004),Gujarat 

○ Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus (formerly Victoria Terminus) (2004), Maharashtra 

○ Churches and Convents of Goa (1986) 

○ Elephanta Caves (1987), Maharashtra 

○ Ellora Caves (1983), Maharashtra 

○ Fatehpur Sikri (1986), Uttar Pradesh 

○ Great Living Chola Temples (1987,2004), Tamilnadu 

○ Group of Monuments at Hampi (1986),Karnataka 

○ Group of Monuments at Mahabalipuram (1984), Tamilnadu 

○ Group of Monuments at Pattadakal (1987), Karnataka 

○ Hill Forts of Rajasthan (2013) 

○ Historic City of Ahmedabad (2017), Gujarat 

○ Humayun's Tomb, Delhi (1993) 

○ Jaipur City, Rajasthan (2019) 

○ Khajuraho Group of Monuments (1986), Madhya Pradesh 

○ Mahabodhi Temple Complex at Bodh Gaya (2002), Bihar 

○ Mountain Railways of India Darjeeling,(1999), Nilgiri (2005), Kalka-Shimla(2008)  

○ Qutb Minar and its Monuments, Delhi (1993) 

○ Rani-ki-Vav (the Queen’s Stepwell) at Patan, Gujarat (2014) 

○ Red Fort Complex (2007), Delhi 

○ Rock Shelters of Bhimbetka (2003), Madhya Pradesh 

○ Sun Temple, Konârak (1984), Odisha 

○ Taj Mahal (1983), Uttar Pradesh  

○ The Architectural Work of Le Corbusier, an Outstanding Contribution to the Modern 

Movement (2016), Chandigarh 

○ The Jantar Mantar, Jaipur (2010), Rajasthan 



 

○ Victorian Gothic and Art Deco Ensembles of Mumbai (2018), Maharashtra 

Natural Sites (7) 

○ Great Himalayan National Park Conservation Area (2014), Himachal Pradesh 

○ Kaziranga National Park (1985), Assam 

○ Keoladeo National Park (1985), Rajasthan 

○ Manas Wildlife Sanctuary (1985), Assam 

○ Nanda Devi and Valley of Flowers National Parks (1988,2005), Uttarakhand  

○ Sundarbans National Park (1987), West Bengal 

○ Western Ghats (2012), Karnataka,Kerala,Tamilnadu, Maharashtra 

Mixed Site (1) 

○ Khangchendzonga National Park (2016), Sikkim 

 

113.  Which of the following adaptations of mangroves is/are correctly matched? 

1) Prop roots - provide a stable support system in the submerged conditions. 

2) Pneumatophores- facilitate the aeration necessary for root respiration. 

3) Complex filtration system- to cope with salt water immersion. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1,2 and 3 

Answer: D 

Explanation:  

What is Mangrove? 

● Mangrove swamps are coastal wetlands found in tropical and subtropical regions.  

● Mangroves belong primarily to the families Rhizophoraceae, Acanthaceae, Lythraceae, 

Combretaceae, and Arecaceae. 

● They are characterized by halophytic (salt loving) trees, shrubs and other plants growing in 

brackish to saline tidal waters.  

● These wetlands are often found in estuaries, where fresh water meets salt water. 

Adaptation mechanisms 



 

● Many mangroves characteristically have prop roots descending from the trunk and 

branches, providing a stable support system in the submerged conditions. 

● Many mangrove species survive by filtering out as much as 90 percent of the salt found in 

seawater as it enters their roots. Some species excrete salt through glands in their leaves. 

● Some mangroves have pencil-like roots called pneumatophores that grow out from the 

water surface. Pneumatophores facilitate the aeration necessary for root respiration in 

mangroves. 

● Mangroves, like desert plants, store fresh water in thick succulent leaves. A waxy coating 

on the leaves seals in water and minimises evaporation. 

● Mangroves are viviparous, their seeds germinate while still attached to the parent tree. 

Once germinated, the seedling grows into a propagule. The mature propagule then drops 

into the water and gets transported to a different spot, eventually taking root in a solid 

ground. 

 

Significance of mangroves 

● A wide diversity of plants and animals are found in mangrove swamps. Since these 

estuarine swamps are constantly replenished with nutrients transported by fresh water 

runoff from the land and flushed by the ebb and flow of the tides, they support a bursting 

population of bacteria and other decomposers and filter feeders.  

● Because mangroves create dense foliage and close proximity of trees, they protect 

shorelines from damaging winds and waves. A series of studies in the early 2000s 

discovered that mangroves with an average height of 6-10 metres could shorten a cyclone’s 

waves by 60%. 



 

● Their protective role has been widely recognized especially after the devastating Tsunami 

of 2004. 

● Mangrove forests stabilize the coastline, and help prevent erosion by stabilising 

sediments with their tangled root systems. 

● Mangroves also have a big impact on climate. Mangroves are powerhouses when it comes 

to carbon storage. Studies indicate that mangroves can sequester greater amounts of 

carbon than other trees in the peat soil beneath. They store this carbon for thousands of 

years. 

● The intricate root system of mangroves also makes these forests attractive to fish and other 

organisms seeking food and shelter from predators. 

● Many people living in and around mangroves depend on them for their livelihood. The 

trees are a source of wood for construction and fuel. The ecosystem provides local fishermen 

with a rich supply of fish, crabs and shellfish. The ecosystem also supports tourism. 

Where are mangrove ecosystems found? 

● Mangroves can be found in more than 120 countries and territories in the tropical and 

subtropical regions of the world. The largest extent of mangroves is found in Asia (42%) 

followed by Africa (20%), North and Central America (15%), Oceania (12%) and South 

America (11%).  

● In India, the deltas of the Ganges, Mahanadi, Krishna, Godavari, and the Cauvery rivers 

contain mangrove forests.  

● The Sundarbans in West Bengal is the largest mangrove region in the world and a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site. It spans from the Hooghly River in West Bengal to the 

Baleswar River in Bangladesh.  

● Gulf of Kachchh harbours one of the major mangrove formations of India. Pichavaram in 

Tamil Nadu has a vast expanse of water covered with mangrove forests. It is home to many 

aquatic bird species. 

● The backwaters in Kerala also have a high density of mangrove forest.  



 

 

What are the threats to mangroves? 

● Scientists estimate that at least one third of all mangrove forests has been lost during 

the last few decades. Coastal development, including construction of shrimp farms, hotels, 

and other structures, is the primary threat to mangroves. 

● Mangrove forests are cleared to make room for agricultural land and human settlements. 

● Mangrove trees are used for firewood, construction wood, charcoal production, and animal 

fodder. In some parts of the world, there has been overharvesting which is no longer 

sustainable. 

● Overfishing, pollution, and rising sea levels are the other threats to mangrove forests and 

their ecosystem. 

Why in the news? 

● World Mangrove Day is being celebrated on July 26.  

● Each year the day is celebrated to raise awareness of the importance of mangrove 

ecosystems as a unique, special and vulnerable ecosystem and to promote solutions for their 

sustainable management, conservation and uses.  

● The International Day for the Conservation of the Mangrove Ecosystem had been adopted by 

the General Conference of UNESCO in 2015.  



 

 

114.   Consider the following statements about Prime Minister Employment Generation 

Programme (PMEGP) 

1) It is a credit-linked subsidy programme aimed at generating self-employment opportunities 

in both farm and nonfarm sectors. 

2) It was launched by the Ministry of Skill Development And Entrepreneurship. 

3) The Scheme is being implemented by Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) at the 

national level. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 3 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1,2 and 3 

Answer: B 

About PMEGP 

● Prime Minister’s Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP) is a central sector scheme 

administered by the Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises since 2008-09. 

Hence statement 2 is incorrect. 

● It is a major credit-linked subsidy programme aimed at assisting first generation 

entrepreneurs for setting up micro enterprises in the non-farm sector by helping 

traditional artisans and unemployed youth. Hence statement 1 is incorrect. 

● At the national level, the Scheme is being implemented by Khadi and Village Industries 

Commission (KVIC), a statutory organization under the administrative control of the 

Ministry of MSME, as the single nodal agency. Hence statement 3 is correct. 

● At the State level, the Scheme will be implemented through State KVIC Directorates, State 

Khadi and Village Industries Boards (KVIBs) and District Industries Centres (DICs) and 

banks. 

● Under the scheme, loans are being provided by all Public Sector Banks, selected Private 

Sector Banks and Co-operative Banks with margin money subsidy (refers to the amount 

that the government contributes to beneficiaries availing PMEGP loan) being given by the 

Ministry of MSME through KVIC. 



 

 

Scope 

● The scheme is applicable to all viable projects in rural as well as urban areas, under the 

Micro enterprises sector. 

● The maximum cost of the project admissible under the manufacturing sector is Rs.25 lakhs 

and the business/services sector is Rs.10 lakhs. 

● Only one person from a family is eligible for obtaining financial assistance under the 

scheme. 

● Assistance under the Scheme is available only for new projects. 

Eligible Entrepreneurs / Borrowers 

● Any individual, above 18 years of age 

● The beneficiaries should have passed at least VIII standard, for setting up of project costing 

above Rs.10 lacs in the Manufacturing Sector and above Rs. 5 lacs in the business /Service 

Sector, 

● Self Help Groups  

● Institutions registered under Societies Registration Act, 1860 

● Production Co-operative Societies 

● Charitable Trusts 

Why in the News? 

● The Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises conducted a nationwide review of 

PMEGP. 

 

 



 

115.  Consider the following statement about MyGov Portal 

1) It has been established as the Government of India’s Citizen Engagement Platform which 

collaborates with multiple Government bodies or Ministries to engage with citizens for 

policy formulation. 

2) MyGov platform is designed, developed and hosted by the Niti Aayog. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

● MyGov portal has been established as Government of India’s Citizen Engagement 

Platform which collaborates with multiple Government bodies/ Ministries to engage with 

citizens for policy formulation and seeks the opinion of people on issues/ topics of public 

interest and welfare. Hence statement 1 is correct. 

● MyGov platform is designed, developed and hosted by the National Informatics Centre 

under the Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology. Hence statement 2 is 

incorrect. 

● Since its launch on 26th July 2014, by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, MyGov has more than 

17.5 million registered users.  

● Almost all Government Departments leverage MyGov platform for their citizen engagement 

activities, consultations for policy formulation and also to disseminate information to 

citizens for various Government schemes and programs.  

● MyGov is amongst the most active profiles on Social Media. It has adopted multiple 

engagement methodologies like discussions, tasks, polls, surveys, blogs, talks, pledges, 

quizzes and on-ground activities by innovatively using internet, mobile apps, Interactive 

Voice Response System (IVRS), SMS and outbound dialling (OBD) technologies. 

● MyGov is part of Digital India Corporation, a Section 8 company under the Ministry of 

Electronics and IT. 



 

Why in the News? 

● On the occasion of completion of seven years of MyGov platform, Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi said that it stands tall as an effective example of participative governance and giving a 

voice to the country's youth power. 

 

 

116. Which of the following statements about Non Performing Assets (NPA) is 

incorrect? 

a) A non performing asset (NPA) is a loan or advance for which the principal or interest 

payment remains overdue for a period of more than 90 days. 

b) A loan granted for long duration crops will be treated as NPA, if the instalment of principal 

or interest thereon remains overdue for two crop seasons. 

c) Assets which have remained NPA for a period less than or equal to 12 months are called 

Substandard assets. 

d) An asset would be classified as doubtful if it has remained in the substandard category for a 

period of 12 months. 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

What is NPA? 

● A non performing asset (NPA) is a loan or advance for which the principal or interest 

payment remains overdue for a period of more than 90 days. 

● Banks classify NPAs further into Substandard, Doubtful and Loss assets. 

○ Substandard assets: Assets which have remained NPA for a period less than or equal to 12 

months. 

○ Doubtful assets: An asset would be classified as doubtful if it has remained in the 

substandard category for a period of 12 months. 

○ Loss assets: Loss asset is considered uncollectible and of such little value that its 

continuance as a bankable asset is not warranted, although there may be some salvage or 

recovery value. 

● With respect to agriculture, a loan granted for short duration crops will be treated as NPA, if 

the instalment of principal or interest thereon remains overdue for two crop seasons.  



 

● A loan granted for long duration crops will be treated as NPA, if the instalment of principal 

or interest thereon remains overdue for one crop season. Hence statement B is incorrect. 

Why in News? 

● Non-performing assets (NPAs) or bad loans of Scheduled commercial banks have declined 

by ₹61,180 crore to ₹8.34 lakh crore at the end of March 31, 2021, as result of various steps 

taken by the government. 

● Scheduled commercial banks were carrying NPAs worth ₹8.96 lakh crore on their balance 

sheet at the end of March 2020.  

 

117.  Located in the Kutch district, It is a part of the Indus Valley Civilisation dating back 

to about 4,500 years ago. Discovered in 1968, the site is set apart by its unique 

characteristics, such as its water management system, multi-layered defensive mechanisms, 

extensive use of stone in construction and special burial structures.It is the first site of the 

ancient Indus Valley Civilisation (IVC) in India to get the UNESCO World Heritage Site tag. 

The above description refers to which of the following sites? 

a)  Dholavira 

b)  Rakhigarhi 

c)  Mohenjo-daro 

d)  Kalibangan 

 Answer: A 

Explanation 

Why in News: 

● The Harappan city of Dholavira, in present-day Gujarat, was named the 40th Indian site 

on UNESCO’s World Heritage list. UNESCO’s announcement came just days after another 

site, Ramappa Temple in Telangana, was admitted to the list. 

About Dholavira 

● Located in the Kutch district, Dholavira(also known as Kotada timba,) is a part of the Indus 

Valley Civilisation dating back to about 4,500 years ago.  

○ It is one of the five largest Harappan sites and most prominent archaeological sites in India 

belonging to the Indus Valley Civilization.  



 

● The ancient city of Dholavira is one of the most remarkable and well-preserved urban 

settlements in South Asia dating from the 3rd to mid-2nd millennium BCE (Before Common 

Era). 

● After the inclusion of Dholavira, India has 40 world heritage properties overall, which 

includes 32 cultural, seven natural and one mixed property. 

● It is the first site of the ancient Indus Valley Civilisation (IVC) in India to get the tag. 

Why makes Dholavira special 

 

● Discovered in 1968, the site is set apart by its unique characteristics, such as its water 

management system, multi-layered defensive mechanisms, extensive use of stone in 

construction and special burial structures. 

● The site has a fortified citadel, a middle town and a lower town with walls made of 

sandstone or limestone instead of mud bricks in many other Harappan sites. 

● A range of artefacts of copper, shell, stone, jewellery, terracotta and ivory had been 

found at the site. 

● Unlike graves at other IVC sites, no mortal remains of humans have been discovered at 

Dholavira. 

● Remains of a copper smelter indicate Harappans, who lived in Dholavira, knew 

metallurgy. It is believed that traders of Dholavira used to source copper ore from 



 

present-day Rajasthan and Oman and UAE and export finished products. It was also a 

hub of manufacturing jewellery made of shells and semi-precious stones, like agate and 

used to export timber. 

● Such beads peculiar to the Harappan workmanship have been found in the royal graves of 

Mesopotamia, indicating Dholavira used to trade with the Mesopotamians. Its decline also 

coincided with the collapse of Mesopotamia, indicating the integration of economies. 

Harappans, who were maritime people, lost a huge market, affecting the local mining, 

manufacturing, marketing and export businesses once Mesopotamia fell. 

● From 2000 BC, Dholavira entered a phase of severe aridity due to climate change and rivers 

like Saraswati drying up. Because of a drought-like situation, people started migrating 

toward the Ganges valley or towards south Gujarat and further beyond in Maharashtra. 

 

 

118.   SAANS campaign sometimes seen in news is related to which of the following? 

a) aims at reducing child mortality due to pneumonia 

b) aimed at encouraging youth to participate in civic engagement for the general elections 

c) aimed to  Stop Illegal Wildlife Trafficking 

d) aimed at discouraging unnecessary prescription and over-the-counter sale of antibiotics 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

● As per Sample Registration System Report (2010-13) of Registrar General of India, 

Pneumonia contributes 16.9% of infant deaths and it is the 2nd highest cause of infant 

mortality. 

● As per Health Management Information System (HMIS) data, under-five mortality rate 

in the country is 37 per 1000 live births, of which 5.3 deaths are caused due to 

pneumonia. 

● The government aims to achieve a target of reducing pneumonia deaths among children 

to less than three per 1,000 live births by 2025. 



 

SAANS Campaign 

● SAANS stands for “Social Awareness and Actions to Neutralize Pneumonia 

Successfully”. It is an initiative launched in 2019 in order to accelerate actions for reducing 

deaths due to childhood Pneumonia. 

● The aim is to mobilise people to protect children from pneumonia, and train health 

personnel and other stakeholders to provide prioritised treatment to control the disease. 

● The SAANS initiative encompasses three pronged strategies 

● Guidelines on treatment and management of childhood Pneumonia including introduction 

of use of Amoxicillin by Auxiliary nurse midwife(ANM). 

● Capacity building of service providers for identification and standardized management of 

Pneumonia. 

● Communication campaign to ensure greater awareness of childhood Pneumonia among 

families and parents. 

What is Pneumonia? 

● Pneumonia is an infection that inflames the air sacs in one or both lungs.  

● The air sacs may fill with fluid or pus, causing cough with phlegm or pus, fever, chills, and 

difficulty breathing.  

● A variety of organisms, including bacteria, viruses and fungi, can cause pneumonia. 

● Pneumonia can range in seriousness from mild to life-threatening.  

● It is most serious for infants and young children, people older than age 65, and people with 

health problems or weakened immune systems. 

● The germs that cause pneumonia are contagious. Both viral and bacterial pneumonia can 

spread to others through inhalation of airborne droplets from a sneeze or cough. One can 

contract fungal pneumonia from the environment. However, it doesn’t spread from person 

to person. 

● Vaccines are available to prevent some types of pneumonia and the flu. 

 Why in the news? 

● The Union Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare provided details about the SAANS 

campaign recently. 

 

 



 

119.  Consider the following statements about shell companies 

1) According to the Companies Act, Shell companies are defined as companies without active 

business operation or significant assets. 

2) These companies can be legal or illegal depending on a country’s law.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

● In India, there is no clear definition of what constitutes a shell company  in either 

Companies Act, 2013 or in any other Act. Hence statement 1 is incorrect. 

● It normally refers to a company without active business operation or significant assets, 

which in some cases are used for illegal purposes such as tax evasion, money laundering, 

obscuring ownership, benami properties etc. 

● These companies can be legal or illegal depending on a country’s law. Hence statement 

2 is correct. 

● In India, Shell companies come under the radar once they are found eligible to be prosecuted 

under any one of these three laws:  

○ Benami Transaction (Prohibition) Amendment Act 2016 

○ The Prevention of Money Laundering Act 2002 

○ The Companies Act, 2013 

● Under Section 248 of the Companies Act: Registrar of Companies under the Ministry of 

Corporate Affairs has powers to remove name of a company from register of companies 

where  

○ A company fails to commence its business within one year of its incorporation or  

○ The subscribers to the memorandum have failed to pay their subscription within a period 

of 180 days or  

○ A company is not carrying on any business or operation for a period of two years. 



 

Why in the news? 

● Government identified 2,38,223 companies as shell companies between 2018-2021. 

 

120.  Consider the following statements about Defence Industrial Corridor 

1) It is a channel or route along which domestic defence equipment manufactured by the public 

sector, the private sector, and MSMEs is aligned to improve the operational capability of the 

defence forces. 

2) It will aid in the development of a well-planned and efficient industrial base, resulting in 

greater defence production in the country. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

Why in the News? 

● Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh have acquired land for the Defence Industrial Corridors (DIC). 

What are DIC’s? 

● A defence corridor is a channel or route along which domestic defence equipment 

manufactured by the public sector, the private sector, and MSMEs is aligned to improve 

the operational capability of the defence forces. 

● The DICs are aimed at providing fillip to the defence manufacturing ecosystem. 

● These defence corridors will aid in the development of a well-planned and efficient 

industrial base, resulting in greater defence production in the country. 

The need for DIC’s 

● India is the world’s second largest arms importer, accounting for 9.5% of the total global 

arms imports during 2016-2020, according to data issued by the Stockholm International 

Peace Research Institute (SIPRI). 

● The corridors run parallel to existing defence public-sector firms, with the goal of ensuring 

communication between different defence industrial units. 



 

● The defence industry is not only one of the 25 sectors identified under the Make in India 

programme, but it is also one of the 10 ‘Champion Sectors' that have been identified for 

special attention due to their “potential to become global champions, drive double-digit 

manufacturing growth, and generate significant employment opportunities.” 

○ Dhirendra Singh committee report (2015) stated that “India currently lacks a structured 

framework and a robust system to prepare its human resources to address all issues related 

to building and maintaining defence systems.” 

 

121.  The World Economic Outlook is published by the 

A. World Economic Forum 

B. International Monetary Fund  

C. World Bank 

D. International Energy Agency 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

What is it?  

● The World Economic Outlook (WEO) is an International Monetary Fund’s report that 

provides analysis and forecasts of economic developments and policies in its member 

countries.  

● The report encapsulates the state of the global economy and highlights risks and uncertainty 

that threaten growth. 

● It is usually published twice a year. 

Why in News? 

● The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has released its latest World Economic Outlook. 

Highlights of the Report 

● The IMF has cut its economic growth forecast for India to 9.5% for the 2021-22 fiscal 

year as the onset of a severe second COVID-19 wave cut into recovery momentum. 

● This forecast for 2021-22 is lower than the 12.5% growth in GDP that IMF had projected in 

April before the second wave took a grip. 

● For 2022-23, IMF expects economic growth of 8.5%, larger than the 6.9% it had projected 

in April. 



 

● India's economy is gradually recovering from a deep contraction in the fiscal year ended 

March 31, 2021 (7.3%) and a subsequent severe second wave of COVID-19. 

● The GDP, which shrank from $2.87 trillion in 2019-20 to $2.66 trillion in the following year, 

is estimated to reach around $4 trillion in 2024-25. 

● Overall, the global economy is projected to grow 6 % in 2021 and 4.9 % in 2022.  

About IMF 

● The International Monetary Fund was conceived in 1944 at the United Nations Bretton 

Woods Conference in New Hampshire, United States. 

● The IMF and the World Bank are called Bretton Woods twins. 

● The IMF is a permanent observer at the UN.  

● It is an organization of 190 countries. India is a founder member of the IMF. 

● The mandate of the IMF as follows: 

○ To promote international monetary cooperation; 

○ To facilitate the expansion and balanced growth of international trade; 

○ To promote exchange stability; 

○ To assist member countries in correcting maladjustments in their balance of payments 

without resorting to measures destructive of national or international prosperity;  

○ To assist in the elimination of foreign exchange restrictions which hamper the growth of 

world trade. 

 

 

 

 

 

122.  Consider the following statements about North Atlantic Treaty Organisation 

1) NATO is a security alliance of 30 countries from North America and Europe.  

2) North Macedonia recently terminated its membership from NATO. 

Which of the following statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 



 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

About NATO 

● Formed in 1949 with the signing of the Washington Treaty, NATO is a security alliance of 

30 countries from North America and Europe. Hence statement 1 is correct. 

● Established in the Cold War as a bulwark against Soviet aggression, NATO’s fundamental goal 

is to safeguard the Allies’ freedom and security by political and military means.  

● Article 5 of the Washington Treaty states that an attack against one Ally is an attack against 

all — is at the core of the Alliance, a promise of collective defence.  

● Article 4 of the treaty ensures consultations among Allies on security matters of common 

interest, which have expanded from a narrowly defined Soviet threat to the critical mission 

in Afghanistan, as well as new threats to security such as cyber attacks, and global threats 

such as terrorism and piracy that affect the Alliance and its global network of partners. 

● A “NATO decision” is the expression of the collective will of all 30 member countries since 

all decisions are taken by consensus. 

● At present, NATO has 30 members. In 1949, there were 12 founding members of the 

Alliance: Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, 

Norway, Portugal, the United Kingdom and the United States. The other member countries 

are: Greece and Turkey (1952), Germany (1955), Spain (1982), the Czech Republic, Hungary 

and Poland (1999), Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia 

(2004), Albania and Croatia (2009), Montenegro (2017) and North Macedonia (2020). Hence 

statement 2 is incorrect. 

● NATO's Headquarters are located in Brussels, Belgium. 

Why in the News? 

● NATO chief Jens Stoltenberg reiterated calls for a "negotiated settlement" with the Taliban 

in Afghanistan, admitting the country faced a deeply challenging security situation as foreign 

troops leave. 

● He said that NATO will continue to support Afghanistan, including with funding; civilian 

presence; and out-of-country training. 



 

● Since early May, violence has surged as the Taliban launched a sweeping assault just days 

after US-led NATO forces began a withdrawal which is now almost complete. 

● The deadly advance has seen the insurgents capture scores of districts, border crossings and 

encircle several provincial capitals. 

● The US descended on Afghanistan and its Taliban government in 2001 in the wake of the 

9/11 attacks by Al-Qaeda, which had sought sanctuary in the country. 

● There are serious fears that the Taliban's advance could see the collapse of the country and 

unravel the tenuous gains made in 20 years of costly involvement in the country. 

 

123. Arrange the following islands located in East Asia as one proceeds from north 

to south? 

1. Spratly islands 

2. Natuna islands 

3. Paracel islands 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 2-1-3 

b) 1-2-3 

c) 1-3-2 

d) 3-1-2 

 Answer: D 

Explanation  



 

 

 

 

124.  Consider the following statements about Innovations for Defence Excellence 

(iDEX) initiative 

1) iDEX is funded and managed by a ‘Defence Innovation Organization (DIO)’. 

2) The aim of the initiative is to create an ecosystem to foster innovation and technology 

development in Defence and Aerospace. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

● The Innovations for Defence Excellence (iDEX) initiative of the Department of Defence 

Production under the Ministry of Defence was launched by the Prime Minister in April 

2018. 

●  iDEX aims at  



 

● Creation of an ecosystem to foster innovation and technology development in Defence 

and Aerospace by engaging Industries including MSMEs, start-ups, individual innovators, 

R&D institutes & academia. Hence statement 1 is correct. 

● Provide them grants/funding and other support to carry out R&D which has good potential 

for future adoption for Indian defence and aerospace needs. 

● Provide the latest technological innovations for specific challenges experienced in 

operational environments through co-development and co-production of innovative 

solutions. 

● iDEX will be funded and managed by a ‘Defence Innovation Organization (DIO)’ which has 

been formed as a ‘not for profit’ company as per Section 8 of the Companies Act 2013 for this 

purpose. Hence statement 1 is correct. 

● iDEX initiative is a decisive step towards achieving Self-reliance and is one of the most 

effective and well-executed defence Start-up ecosystems in the true spirit of the Atma 

Nirbhar Bharat.  

Why in the news? 

● The Department of Defence Production, Ministry of Defence has approved a central sector 

scheme viz. Innovations for Defence Excellence (iDEX)with budgetary support of Rs. 

498.80 crore for the next 5 years from 2021-22 to 2025-26.  

● The objective of the scheme is to provide financial support to nearly 300 Startups/ 

MSMEs/ individual innovators and about 20 Partner incubators through Defence 

Innovation Organisation (DIO). 

 

125.  Which of the following statements about smart cities mission is incorrect? 

a) Under the Smart Cities Mission, each selected city would get central assistance of Rs.1000 

crore per year for five years. 

b) It is a centrally sponsored scheme launched by the Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs. 

c) The scheme gives special emphasis to participation of citizens in prioritizing and planning 

urban interventions.  

d) None of the above 

Answer: A 

Explanation 



 

About Smart cities mission 

● The Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs has launched  the centrally sponsored scheme 

namely the Smart Cities Mission in order to recast the urban landscape of the country, to 

make urban areas more livable and inclusive besides driving the economic growth. Hence 

statement B is correct. 

●  Under the Smart Cities Mission, each selected city would get central assistance of Rs.100 

crore per year for five years. Hence statement A is incorrect. 

● This Mission of building 100 smart cities intends to promote adoption of smart solutions for 

efficient use of available assets, resources and infrastructure with the objective of enhancing 

the quality of urban life and providing a clean and sustainable environment.  

● Special emphasis will be given to participation of citizens in prioritizing and planning urban 

interventions. Hence statement C is correct. 

Approach 

● It will be implemented through an ‘area based’ approach consisting of retrofitting, 

redevelopment, pan-city initiatives and development of new cities.  

● Under retrofitting, deficiencies in an identified area will be addressed through necessary 

interventions  

● Redevelopment enables reconstruction of already built-up area that is not amenable for 

any interventions, to make it smart 

● Pan-city components could be interventions like Intelligent Transport Solutions that 

benefits all residents by reducing commuting time. 

Focus 

● Smart cities initiative, focus will be on core infrastructure services like:  

○ Adequate and clean Water supply,  

○ Sanitation and Solid Waste Management,  

○ Efficient Urban Mobility and Public Transportation,  

○ Affordable housing for the poor, power supply,  

○ robust IT connectivity,  

○ Governance, especially e-governance and citizen participation,  

○ safety and security of citizens,  

○ health and education and  



 

○ sustainable urban environment. 

Implementation 

● Smart City Action Plans will be implemented by Special Purpose Vehicles(SPV) to be 

created for each city and state governments will ensure a steady stream of resources for 

SPVs. 

 

126.  Consider the following statements about Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee 

Corporation (DICGC) 

1) It is a wholly owned subsidiary of the RBI, created by an act of parliament in 1961. 

2) In 2020, the RBI decreased the DICGC insurance cover on bank deposits from Rs 5 lakh to Rs 

1 lakh. 

3) Deposit insurance facility of DICGC is not available to depositors of NBFCs. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only  

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1,2 and 3 

Answer: C 

Explanation  

About DICGC 

● Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation (DICGC) is a wholly owned subsidiary 

of the RBI, created by an act of parliament in 1961. 

● DICGC provides insurance cover on bank deposits. The idea behind the DICGC is to boost the 

faith of the public in the banking system, and provide protection against the loss of deposits 

to a significant extent. 

● In 2020, the RBI increased the DICGC insurance cover on bank deposits from Rs 1 lakh to Rs 

5 lakh. 

● Banks covered by Deposit Insurance Scheme: All commercial banks, Local Area Banks, 

Regional Rural Banks and Co-operative Banks. 

● Deposit insurance facility of DICGC is not available to depositors of NBFCs. 



 

● The Rs 5-lakh deposit insurance cover addresses 98.3 per cent of all deposit accounts by 

number, and 50.9 per cent of deposits by value. Globally, deposit insurance coverage is only 

80 per cent and it covers only 20-30 per cent of deposit value. 

Why in News? 

● In a bid to ensure timely support to depositors of stressed banks, the Union Cabinet has given 

its approval to the Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation Bill 2021, which 

provides funds up to Rs 5 lakh to an account holder within 90 days in the event of a bank 

coming under the moratorium imposed by the RBI. 

○ A moratorium is a temporary suspension of activity until future events warrant lifting of the 

suspension or related issues have been resolved.  

● Earlier, account holders had to wait for years till the liquidation or restructuring of a 

distressed lender to get their deposits that are insured against default. 

● In addition to this, the Deposit Insurance premium normally paid by banks to the DICGC is 

being raised from 10 paise for every ₹100 deposit, to 12 paise and a limit of 15 paise has 

been imposed. Finance Minister Nirmala Sitaraman said this was only an enabling provision 

and the determination of an increase in the premium payable would involve consultations 

with the RBI and require government approval. 

● The Bill will be taken to Parliament in the ongoing session. 

 

127.  Consider the following statements  

1) India has 51 tiger reserves spread across 18 states. 

2) Conservation Assured | Tiger Standards (CA|TS) is a globally accepted conservation tool that 

sets minimum standards for effective management of target species and encourages 

assessment of these standards in relevant conservation areas. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only  

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation  



 

Both the statements are correct. 

● India is home to 51 tiger reserves spread across 18 states. The last tiger census of 2018 

showed a rise in the tiger population.  

● India achieved the target of doubling the tiger population 4 years ahead of schedule of the St. 

Petersburg Declaration on Tiger Conservation.  

● The Heads of the Governments of Tiger Range countries at St. Petersburg, Russia, had 

resolved to double tiger numbers across their global range by 2022 by signing the St. 

Petersburg declaration on tiger conservation. 

● During the same meeting it was also decided to celebrate 29th July as Global Tiger Day 

across the world, which has since being celebrated to spread and generate awareness on 

tiger conservation. 

 

 

● CA|TS is an important tool in the achievement of the Convention on Biological Diversity - 

CBD’s Global Aichi Targets. 

● CA|TS is a management tool which sets basic criteria such as the minimum standards for 

effective management of tiger conservation reserves. 

● It also applies to other conservation reserves and protected areas which have tiger 

populations. 

● It contributes to the implementation of the Programme of Work on Protected Areas. 

 

128. Consider the following statements regarding Affordable Rental Housing 

Complexes(ARHCs) 

1) ARHCs is a scheme to provide affordable rental housing to urban migrants/ poor. 

2) These complexes will ensure a dignified living environment for urban migrants/poor close to 

their workplaces at affordable rates.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only  

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 



 

Answer: C 

Explanation  

Both the statements are correct. 

● Affordable Rental Housing Complexes (ARHCs) as a Sub-scheme under Pradhan Mantri 

Awas Yojana- Urban (PMAY-U) to provide affordable rental housing to urban migrants/ 

poor, close to their workplace. 

● It aims to Create a conducive ecosystem for Public/ Private Entities to leverage investment 

in rental housing. 

The ARHC scheme will be implemented through two models: 

● Utilizing existing Government funded vacant houses to convert into ARHCs through Public 

Private Partnership or by Public Agencies 

● Construction, Operation and Maintenance of ARHCs by Public/ Private Entities on their own 

vacant land 

Benefits: 

● These complexes will ensure a dignified living environment for urban migrants/poor close 

to their workplaces at affordable rates.  

● This will unlock existing vacant housing stock and make them available in urban space. It 

will propel new investment opportunities and promote entrepreneurship in the rental 

housing sector by encouraging Private/Public Entities to efficiently utilize their vacant land 

available for developing ARHCs. 



 

 

 

129.  The biennial bilateral maritime exercise  INDRA is held between India and 

a) France 

b) Japan 

c) Russia 

d) U.S.A 

Answer: C 

Explanation : 

● Ex .INDRA, is a biennial bilateral maritime exercise between Indian Navy and Russian Navy . 

●  Initiated in 2003, Ex INDRA NAVY epitomises the long-term strategic relationship between 

the two navies. This exercise was undertaken as part of the visit of INS Tabar to St 

Petersburg, Russia to participate in the 325th Navy Day celebrations of the Russian Navy.  

● INDRA NAVY has matured over the years with increase in scope, complexity of operations 

and level of participation.  

● The primary aim of this year’s edition (12 th ) is to further consolidate inter-operability built 

up by the two Navies over the years and also to enhance understanding and procedures for 

multi-faceted maritime operations.  



 

● The scope of this edition includes wide-ranging and diverse activities across the spectrum of 

maritime operations.  

Significance 

Exercise INDRA NAVY-21, being conducted despite the constraints imposed by the 

pandemic, enables further strengthen mutual confidence, inter-operability and enable 

sharing of best practices between both Navies. The exercise is another milestone in 

strengthening cooperation between the two navies and reinforce the long-standing bond of 

friendship between the two countries.  

 

130. With reference to PM eVIDYAprogramme ,consider the following statements. 

1) It is a capacity building programme for "Improving Quality of School Education through 

Integrated Teacher Training. 

2) It was launched by Niti Aayog.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only  

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is incorrect. 

NISHTHA : National Initiative for School Heads' and Teachers' Holistic Advancement 

NISHTHA is a capacity building programme for "Improving Quality of School Education 

through Integrated Teacher Training". It aims to build competencies among all the teachers 

and school principals at the elementary stage. 

PM eVIDYAprogramme 

● Statement 2 is incorrect: It was launched by the ministry of education.  

● The main objective of PM eVidya program is to educate students through digital platforms 

so that the education of students does not suffer due to nationwide lockdown. 

● These top 100 universities of the country have allowed starting online education as everyone 

does not have access to the internet so Swayam Prabha DTH channel was announced.  



 

● A program for multi-mode access to digital/online education will also be launched under PM 

eVidya program. 

● The government is set to launch 12 more channel. The PM eVidya program will also consist 

of ‘Diksha’ involving e-content and QR coded energized book for all the classes and will be 

called as ‘one nation, one digital platform’. 

The benefits of PM eVidya Program as launched by the Government of India are as follows: 

● Students will get education sitting at home 

● It will be a one-stop solution for all learning needs of students 

● Special radio podcast will arrange for visually and hearing-impaired students 

● Students can study through e-content 

● Dedicated channel for education on tv  will help students who do not have access to internet 

● A special type of e-content will be provided for visually and hearing-impaired students 

 

131.  Consider the following statements about Mahila Kisan Sashaktikaran 

Pariyojana 

1) It strives to build the capacity of women in the domain of agro-ecologically sustainable 

practices. 

2) It is a sub-component of Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihood Mission 

(DAY-NRLM). 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

 

 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

Mahila Kisan Sashaktikaran Pariyojana : 

● The “Mahila Kisan Sashaktikaran Pariyojana” (MKSP), a sub component of the 

Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihood Mission  (DAY-NRLM) seeks to 



 

improve the present status of women in Agriculture, and to enhance the opportunities 

available to empower her. Hence statement 2 is correct. 

● MKSP recognizes the identity of “Mahila'' as “Kisan” and strives to build the capacity of 

women in the domain of agro-ecologically sustainable practices. Hence statement 1 is 

correct. 

● Vision: To reach out to the poorest of poor households and expand the portfolio of activities 

currently handled by the Mahila Kisan. 

● The focus of MKSP is on capacitating smallholders to adopt sustainable climate resilient 

agro-ecology and eventually create a pool of skilled community professionals.  

● Its objective is to strengthen smallholder agriculture through promotion of sustainable 

agriculture practices such as : 

● Community Managed Sustainable Agriculture (CMSA),  

● Non Pesticide Management (NPM),  

● Zero Budget Natural Farming (ZBNF),  

● Pashu-Sakhi model for doorstep animal care services,  

● Sustainable regeneration and harvesting of Non-Timber Forest Produce. 

 

132.  Rashtriya Kishor Swasthya Karyakram is related to  

A. Drive towards 90% full immunization coverage of India and sustain the same by year 2020 

B. Scheme that intends to ensure holistic development of the adolescent population. 

C. Substantially increasing access to contraceptives and family planning services in high 

fertility districts  

D. Complementary intervention to reduce the prevalence of anaemia and malnutrition in India 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

● Rashtriya Kishor Swasthya Karyakram  

● The Rashtriya Kishor Swasthya Karyakram was launched in 2014 by the Ministry of Health 

& Family Welfare  

● The key principle of this programme is adolescent participation and leadership, Equity 

and inclusion, Gender Equity and strategic partnerships with other sectors and 

stakeholders.  



 

● The programme envisions enabling all adolescents in India to realize their full potential 

by making informed and responsible decisions related to their health and well-being and by 

accessing the services and support they need to do so. 

● It is a health programme for adolescents, in the age group of 10-19 years, which would 

target their nutrition, reproductive health and substance abuse, among other issues. 

● Rashtriya Kishor Swasthya Karyakram (RKSK) focuses on reaching out all adolescents 

include Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Queer (LGBTQ). The training of the 

Medical Officers, ANMs,  Counsellors and Peer educators also caters to the need of this special 

population group in a non-judgmental and non-stigmatized manner. 

● Rashtriya Kishor Swasthya Karyakram has the following components: 

○ The Adolescent Friendly Health Clinics (AFHCs) are established across various levels of 

public health institutions in all the States. 

○ Weekly Iron Folic Acid Supplementation (WIFS) Programme is being implemented for 

school going adolescent boys and girls and out of school adolescent girls across the country. 

○ The Peer Educator Programme is being implemented in select 200 districts, based on 

Composite Health Index and identified as High Priority Districts (HPDs). Within these 

districts, 50% of the blocks are being covered for implementation of the Peer Educator 

Programme in entirety. Government plans to saturate all the blocks in the selected Peer 

Educator districts first and then expand in remaining districts gradually based on proposals 

received from States in their Programme Implementation Plans. 

○ Under the Menstrual Hygiene Scheme, funds are provided to the States/UTs for 

procurement of sanitary napkins for Adolescent Girls (aged 10-19 years) as per proposals 

received from them in their Annual Programme Implementation Plans. 

● Option A is related to Mission Indradhanush. 

● Option C is related to Mission Parivar Vikas. 

 

133.  Consider the following statements about Jan Shikshan Sansthan 

1) The key objective of the scheme is to improve access, equity and quality in higher education 

through planned development of higher education at the state level 

2) The Scheme is under the Ministry of Education. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 



 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

Both the statements are incorrect and it is related to Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha 

Abhiyan. 

About Jan Shikshan Sansthan:  

•Jan ShikshanSansthan is set up with skill development and training objectives. 

•The Scheme of Jan ShikshanSansthan [JSS] formerly known as ShramikVidyapeeth.   

•Aims to provide vocational training to non-literates, neo-literates as well as school 

drop-outs in rural regions by identifying skills that have a relevant market in that region.  

The Scheme has been implemented with public and private partnership since the last 

five decades for the upliftment of women, SC, ST, OBC and Minority in rural and urban 

slums.  

•JSSs are providing vocational training at the doorstep of the beneficiary in the 

unreached areas. 

•JSSs conduct vocational courses which have National Skill Qualification Framework 

Compliant, having market demand and higher anticipated income and encourage local 

traditional arts /courses in their operational areas. 

The Scheme is under the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship.   

About Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan: 

Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA) is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS), 

launched in 2013 aimed at providing strategic funding to eligible state higher 

educational institutions. 

The key objective of the scheme is to improve access, equity and quality in higher education 

through planned development of higher education at the state level. 

The scheme is under the Ministry of Education. 

 



 

134.  Srivilliputhur Grizzled Squirrel Wildlife Sanctuary is located in which of the 

following states? 

a) AndhraPradesh 

b) Karnataka 

c) TamilNadu 

d) Kerala 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

● The Grizzled Squirrel Wildlife Sanctuary (GSWS), also known as Srivilliputhur Wildlife 

Sanctuary, was established in 1988 to protect the Near threatened grizzled giant squirrel 

(Ratufa macroura).  

● The sanctuary covers 485 square kilometres in western Tamil Nadu, South India in the 

eastern water-shed of the Western Ghats and consists of high hills and valleys, with a number 

of peaks reaching up to 1,800 metres (5,900 ft) 

● This sanctuary is contiguous to Periyar Tiger Reserve on the south western side and the 

Megamalai Reserve Forest on the north western side and Its southern limit is contiguous 

with the Sivagiri Reserved Forest of Tirunelveli Forest Division. 

● In addition to grizzled giant squirrels, other animals seen here are Bengal tiger, bonnet 

macaque, common langur, elephants, flying squirrels, gaur, Indian giant squirrel, leopard, 

lion-tailed macaques, mouse deer, Nilgiri langur, Nilgiri Tahrs, palm civets, porcupine, 

sambar, slender loris, sloth bear, spotted deer, tree shrews, wild boar and wild cats. 

● The sanctuary is a mix of tropical evergreen forests and semi-evergreen forests, dry 

deciduous forests and moist mixed deciduous forests,grassland and cultivated. 

Why in the news? 

● The Srivilliputhur Grizzled Squirrel Wildlife Sanctuary in Tamil Nadu has the highest 

leopard density (per 100 sq km), not just in the State but in the entire Western Ghats 

landscape. The population of leopards in the State is in the range of 828-908. 

● The data is based on the final report on the ‘Status of Leopards, Co-predators and 

Megaherbivores in India - 2018’, released by the Environment and Forests Ministry on 

Global Tiger Day 2021. 

 



 

135.   Consider the following statements about the Epidemic Diseases Act. 

1. The Epidemic Diseases Act was enacted in 1897 by the colonial government to control the 

outbreak of the deadly bubonic plague in Bombay.  

2. The act was amended in 2020 to protect healthcare personnel engaged in combating the 

coronavirus. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Sol: 

● Statement 1 is correct: The Epidemic Diseases Act was enacted in 1897 by the colonial 

government to control the outbreak of the deadly bubonic plague in Bombay.  

● Using powers conferred by the Act, authorities would search suspected plague cases in 

homes and among passengers, with forcible segregations, evacuations, and demolitions of 

infected places. 

● The law arms the State with emergency powers that allow it to carry out search operations 

as well as penalise people violating the provisions of the law.  

Provisions of the 1897 Epidemic Diseases Act 

● The Act aims to provide “for the better prevention of the spread of Dangerous Epidemic 

Diseases.” 

● Section 2 empowers state governments/UTs to take special measures and formulate 

regulations for containing the outbreak.  

● Section 2A empowers the central government to inspect any ship leaving or arriving in port 

and for the detention of any person sailing or arriving therein.  

● Section 3 provides penalties for disobeying any regulation or order made under the Act. 

These are according to section 188 of the Indian Penal Code (Disobedience to order duly 

promulgated by a public servant). 

● Section 4 gives legal protection to the implementing officers acting under the Act. 



 

● The Epidemic Diseases Act is routinely enforced across the country for dealing with 

outbreaks of diseases such as swine flu, dengue, and cholera. 

Current relevance of the Act 

● As the coronavirus pandemic engulfed the country, this 123-year-old act was invoked to 

control the spread of the virus.  

● Most Indian states notified regulations under the act authorising government officials to 

admit, isolate and quarantine people in certain situations.  

● Drawing from the act, many states took measures, such as the closing of schools, malls, gyms, 

institutional and home quarantine, in order to mitigate the crisis.  

Recent amendments 

● Statement 2 is correct: The act was amended in April 2020. The amendment aimed 

primarily at protecting healthcare personnel engaged in combating the coronavirus and 

expanded powers of the central government to prevent the spread of such diseases.  

● It made acts of violence against healthcare personnel and damage to property, including a 

clinical establishment, quarantine facility or a mobile medical unit, during an epidemic 

punishable with imprisonment upto five years and fine upto Rs 2 lakh.  

● Later, the ordinance was passed by both houses of Parliament and received the assent of the 

President on 28 September 2020, thereby bringing into effect the Epidemic Diseases 

(Amendment) Act, 2020, which incorporates the afore-discussed changes. 

Limitations of the Epidemic Diseases Act 

● Despite recent amendments, the act has major limitations in this era of changing dynamics 

in public health emergency management.  

● The act fails to define a “dangerous epidemic disease.” There is no clarity on the criteria 

that need to be applied for declaring a disease as “dangerous” or “epidemic.”  

● The act focuses on government’s powers during an epidemic, but does not specify its duties 

in controlling/preventing an epidemic, nor does it enunciate any rights available to the 

citizens in the event of an outbreak.  

● In a landmark judgment of the Supreme Court, Justice K S Puttaswamy (Retd) and Anr v Union 

of India and Ors (2017), the right to privacy was held to be an intrinsic part of the right 

to life under Article 21 of the Constitution.  



 

● The Epidemic Diseases Act does not provide for procedural guarantees against any abuse of 

state power regarding privacy infringement. There is a fear of the law being misused for 

profiling, mass quarantine and targeting of individuals.  

● It is evident that the act is merely regulatory in nature and lacks a scientific approach to 

tackle epidemics like COVID-19. It is also silent on the ethical aspects and human rights 

principles, which deserve to be protected even during an epidemic outbreak. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


