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News @ a glance
POLITY

1) POCSO Act
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences
Act, 2011
 The Act, which came into force in 2012, is
the first comprehensive law in the country
dealing specifically with sexual abuse of
children.
 Under the Act, any person below the age of
18 years is defined as a “child”.
 The Act increased the scope of reporting
offences against children, which were not
earlier covered under the Indian Penal
Code.
This
included
aggravated
penetrative sexual assault to include
punishment for abuse by a person in
position of trust or authority including
public servants, police, armed forces,
management or staff of an educational or
religious institution.
 It also defined the procedure for reporting
of cases, including a provision for
punishment for failure to report a case or
false complaint.
 It provided procedures for recording of
the statement of a child by the police and
court, laying down that it should be done in
a child-friendly manner, and by the
setting up of special courts.
 Each district shall designate a Sessions
Court to be a Special Court. The Court
shall, as far as possible, complete the trial
within one year. The trial shall be held in
camera and in the presence of the child’s
parents or any person trusted by the child.
 The Act also includes penalties for use of
children
for
the
purpose
of
pornography and abetment of an
offence.
2019 Amendment
 The Act was amended in 2019 to enhance
punishment under various sections of the
Act including punishment for aggravated
penetrative sexual assault to be increased
to include death penalty.
For free learning, visit www.officerspulse.com

The important part of this bill is that it is
gender-neutral
and
creates
no
discrimination against children belonging
to any gender be it cis male, cis female,
trans male, trans female, or any other
gender.
Why in News?
 The Supreme Court has decided to examine
whether minors indulging in consensual
relationships can be tried under the
stringent POCSO Act.
 A bench presided over by Justice Indira
Banerjee issued notice to the Tamil Nadu
government on a petition seeking clarity
on the law for punishing minors under the
Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012 Act for
consensual sex.


2) Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana –
Gramin
About PMAY-G
 The Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana –
Gramin (PMAY-G) was launched in 2016
and aims to provide a pucca house with
basic amenities to all rural families who
are homeless or living in kutcha or
dilapidated houses by the end of March
2022.
 It was initiated with the objective of
achieving "Housing for All'' by 2022.
Financial Assistance
 Under PMAY-G, each beneficiary is given
100% grant of Rs.1.20 lakh (in plain
areas) and Rs. 1.30 lakh (in Hilly
States/North
Eastern
States/Difficult
areas/UT of J&K and Ladakh/Left Wing
Extremism(LWE) districts).
 The beneficiaries of PMAY-G, in addition to
the unit assistance, are also provided
support of unskilled labour wages under
Mahatma
Gandhi
National
Rural
Employment
Guarantee
Scheme
(MGNREGS) and assistance of Rs. 12,000

4
for construction of toilets through Swachh
Bharat
Mission-Gramin
(SBM-G),
MGNREGS or any other dedicated source of
funding.
 The
scheme
has
provisions
for
convergence with other schemes of
Government of India and State/UTs for
providing LPG connection under Pradhan
Mantri
Ujjwala
Scheme,
electricity
connection, access to safe drinking water
under Jal Jeevan Mission , etc.
Why in News?
 According to the Ministry of Rural
Development, less than 6% of houses
sanctioned under the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana-Gramin in 2020-21 have
reached completion so far this year, with
COVID-19 stalling progress.
 However, some States such as Odisha and
Jharkhand used the scheme to provide
employment opportunities for migrant
workers who returned to their villages
during the crisis.
 With a little over a year to go to achieve its
goal of “Housing for All”, the PMAY-G has
only completed 55% of its construction
target, although money has been
sanctioned
for
almost
85%
of
beneficiaries.
 Of the 2.28 crore houses to be built for the
rural poor under the Yojana, less than 1.27
crore had been completed by January 28,
2021. Another 61 lakh are under
construction.

3)

‘COVID-19 led to rise in
maternal deaths, stillbirths’

What’s in the news?
 According to a study published in The
Lancet Global Health Journal, the failure of
the health system to cope with COVID-19
pandemic resulted in an increase in
maternal deaths and stillbirths.
 Overall, there was a 28% increase in the
odds of stillbirth, and the risk of
mothers dying during pregnancy or
childbirth increased by about onethird.
 There was also a rise in maternal
depression.
COVID-19
impact
on
pregnancy
outcomes
was
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disproportionately high on poorer
countries.
 The report is an analysis of 40 studies
across 17 countries including Brazil,
Mexico, the U.S., Canada, the U.K., Denmark,
Netherlands, Italy, India, China and Nepal.
 The report called that policy makers and
healthcare
leaders
must
urgently
investigate robust strategies for preserving
safe and respectful maternity care, even
during the ongoing global emergency.
Immediate action is required to avoid
rolling back decades of investment in
reducing mother and infant mortality in
low-resource settings.
Scenario in India
 In the Indian context, an analysis of Health
Management Information System (HMIS)
data by Population Foundation of India
(a non-governmental organization) shows
that during the months of national
lockdown last year between April and June,
compared to the same period in 2019,
there was a 27% drop in pregnant
women receiving four or more antenatal check-ups, a 28% decline in
institutional deliveries and 22% decline
in prenatal services.
 The impact was high among the
marginalised across various settings such
as in Nepal where hospital deliveries
decreased
most
markedly
among
disadvantaged groups; and in the U.K.,
where 88% of pregnant women, who died
during the first wave of the pandemic,
were from black and minority ethnic
groups, the study states.
 The authors recommend that personnel for
maternity services not be redeployed for
other critical and medical care during the
pandemic and in response to future health
system shocks.
 Further, wider societal changes could have
also led to deterioration in maternal health
including intimate-partner violence, loss of
employment
and
additional
careresponsibilities because of closure of
schools.
For doubts and queries email us at:
doubts@officerspulse.com
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ENVIRONMENT
1) African elephants face growing
risk of extinction: IUCN Red
List
About African Elephant

African elephants are the largest land
animals on Earth. They are slightly larger
than their Asian cousins and can be
identified by their larger ears.
 Although they were long grouped together
as one species, scientists have determined
that there are actually two species of
African elephants.
 Bush/Savanna elephants: They are larger
animals that roam the plains of subSaharan Africa
 Forest elephants: They are smaller
animals that live in the forests of Central
and West Africa.
 African elephants are keystone species,
meaning they play a critical role in their
ecosystem.
 They are known as “ecosystem
engineers,” elephants shape their habitat
in many ways. They dig riverbeds and
create watering holes many animals can
drink from. Their dung is full of seeds,
helping plants spread across the
environment—and it makes pretty good
habitat for dung beetles too.
 Elephants are matriarchal, meaning they
live in female-led groups. The matriarch is
usually the biggest and oldest. She presides
over a multi-generational herd that
includes other females, called cows, and
their young.
About IUCN
 International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) is a membership Union
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composed of both government and civil
society organisations.
 It harnesses the experience, resources and
reach of its more than 1,400 Member
organisations and the input of more than
17,000 experts.
 This diversity and vast expertise makes
IUCN the global authority on the status of
the natural world and the measures
needed to safeguard it.
 Its
headquarters
are
in
Gland,
Switzerland. IUCN has observer and
consultative status at the United Nations
and plays a role in the implementation of
several international conventions on
nature conservation and biodiversity.
 IUCN Red List of Threatened Species,
also called IUCN Red List, is one of the
most well-known objective assessment
systems for classifying the status of plants,
animals, and other organisms threatened
with extinction.
 Read more about IUCN Red list at:
 https://officerspulse.com/kerala-toupdate-red-list-of-animals-birds/
Why in the News?
 Following population declines over several
decades due to poaching for ivory and loss
of habitat, the African forest elephant
(Loxodonta cyclotis) is now listed as
Critically Endangered and the African
savanna elephant (Loxodonta africana) as
Endangered on the IUCN Red List of
Threatened Species.
 Earlier, the African elephants were treated
as a single species, listed as Vulnerable.
First time the two species have been
assessed separately for the IUCN Red List,
following the emergence of new genetic
evidence.

2) New species of red algae seen
in west, south east Indian coast
About Red Algae
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What are the uses of this species?
 Hypnea Family Species contain the biomolecule carrageenan, which is widely
used in the food industry.
 As the two species have been found on the
west and south east coasts of India, they
are good prospects for cultivation which
can be put to good use economically.
Red algae, also known as Rhodophytes, are
red because of the presence of the pigment
phycoerythrin; this pigment reflects red
light and absorbs blue light.
 Because blue light penetrates water to a
greater depth than light of longer
wavelengths, these pigments allow red
algae to photosynthesize and live at
somewhat greater depths than most other
"algae".
 They are found in both oceanic and
freshwaters. As they are high in vitamin
and protein content, they are consumed as
food.
 Some rhodophytes are also important in
the formation of tropical reefs, an activity
with which they have been involved for
millions of years; in some Pacific atolls, red
algae have contributed far more to reef
structure than other organisms, even more
than corals.
 These reef-building rhodophytes are called
coralline algae, because they secrete a
hard shell of carbonate around
themselves, in much the same way that
corals do.
Carrageenan
 Carrageenan is an additive used to
thicken, emulsify, and preserve foods and
drinks. It’s a natural ingredient that comes
from red seaweed. It is often used in
ingredients such as nut milks, meat
products, and yogurt.
Why in the news?
 Two new species of red algae have been
found in India.
 Hypnea indica (after India) discovered
Kanyakumari in Tamil Nadu, and Somnath
Pathan and Sivrajpur in Gujarat.
 Hypnea bullata (because of the blister like
marks on its body – bullate), Hypnea
bullata was discovered from Kanyakumari
and Diu island of Daman and Diu.


For free learning, visit www.officerspulse.com

3) New subspecies of six-line blue
butterfly
discovered
from
south Western Ghats
Why in the news?







Its common name is Ramaswami’s Six
Lineblue and Ceylon Varayanneeli
The new butterfly species is named after
Lord Rama, signifying the connection
across the sea to Sri Lanka. The name is
also dedicated to one of the scientists,
Ramaswamy, who discovered it.
This was the first time a new species was
discovered by an all-Indian research team
from the Western Ghats.
Unique feature of this species is, the
genitalia of the male was structurally
different from other species.

4) 44 species of odonates spotted
in Kole fields
About Kol Wetlands
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Kole, is one of the largest brackish, humid
tropical wetland ecosystems on the
southwest coast of India.
 The Kole wetlands are spread over
Thrissur and Malappuram districts of
Kerala.
 It extends from the northern bank of
Chalakudy river in the south to the
southern bank of Bharathapuzha river in
the north.
 Rice cultivation in Kole started as early as
the 18th century by reclaiming the Trichur
kayal lands (backwaters) by erecting
temporary earthen bunds. The water
pumped out from the field is stored in a
network of canals in the area. Human
involvement in the form of agriculture
keeps the wetland alive.
 The Kole areas are low-lying and have a
central, narrow strip covering a long
expanse, with many pockets running into
cultivated land on either side. The region is
naturally subject to salt-water ingression.
 It is a RAMSAR SITE.
About odonates
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Odonata is an insect order which
comprises the dragonflies and the
damselflies.
They feed on small insects and control
pests in agricultural fields.
They depend on freshwater to complete
their life cycle, are excellent indicators of
environmental health and can be used for
monitoring pollution, habitat degradation
and climate change
Why in the news?
A new study has documented 44 species of
odonates, belonging to 33 genera and eight
families from the Kole wetlands.
The study highlights the importance of the
Kole field as an agro-ecosystem supporting
other faunal groups in addition to birds.
One-fourth (25.14%) of the total number
of odonate species known to occur in
Kerala was recorded from the Kole
wetlands in the study.

5) U.S. bald eagle soars back from
near-extinction
About Bald Eagle
 Bald eagle, the only eagle solely native to
North America, and the national bird of the
United States.
 IUCN Status: Least Concern
 The bird is not actually bald; its name
derives from the conspicuous appearance
of its white-feathered head.
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Human predators and use of DDT pesticide
are major threats to this bird.

DDT (Dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane)
is used as pesticide for agricultural uses,
But this pesticide accumulated in the birds’
tissues and interfered with the formation
of the shells of their eggs; the thin, weak
shells laid by heavily contaminated birds
were easily broken and fewer young were
produced.
 Their population dropped to just 450
nesting pairs in the 1960s.
Why in the news?
 In the recent report published by the
United States, the population of the bald
eagle has quadrupled since 2009.
 The step of banning DDT pesticide since
1972 has been a great boon for this bird.


6)

Area
in
Maharashtra’s
Sindhudurg
named
as
biodiversity heritage site

About Schistura Hiranyakeshi







Researchers have discovered a new
subspecies called Schistura hiranyakeshi
– a freshwater loach –from the Sahyadris
(western ghats) in Maharashtra.
Schistura are tiny and colourful fish
species which inhabit streams and water
that is rich in oxygen.
It is named after the river Hiranyakeshi
which originates in the Sindhudurg
district.
Endemic to its type locality, the Schistura
hiranyakeshi
has
a very
limited
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distribution and appears to be rare and
restricted only to the upper streams and
ponds of the ancient Shiva temple in
Sindhudurg district at Amboli, a recognised
hotspot for multiple discoveries.
What is a biodiversity heritage site?
 Under Section-37 of Biological Diversity
Act, 2002 the State Government in
consultation with local bodies may notify
areas of biodiversity importance as
Biodiversity Heritage Sites (BHS).
 The ‘Biodiversity Heritage Sites’ (BHS) are
unique ecosystems having rich biodiversity
comprising of any one or more of the
following components:
 Richness of wild as well as domesticated
species or intra-specific categories.
 High endemism.
 Presence of rare and threatened species,
keystone species, species of evolutionary
significance.
 Wild ancestors of domestic/cultivated
species or their varieties.
 Past
pre-eminence
of
biological
components represented by fossil beds
and having significant cultural, ethical or
aesthetic values and are important for the
maintenance of cultural diversity, with or
without a long history of human
association with them.
Why in the news?





Maharashtra government has declared an
area at Amboli in Western ghats in
Sindhudurg district, where the freshwater
fish species Schistura Hiranyakeshi has
been found as a Biodiversity Heritage Site.
The decision to declare the habitat of these
freshwater species as the biodiversity
heritage site is taken because it is a rare

9
species, and due to fishing activities, it
might have faced extinction. It was
important to conserve the species,

For free learning, visit www.officerspulse.com

For doubts and queries email us at
doubts@officerspulse.com
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ECONOMY
1) Project GATI
About the Programme
 GATI
(Gender
Advancement
for
Transforming
Institutions)
is
an
innovative overarching Pilot Project
supported by the Department of Science
and Technology (DST).
 It ushers a new intervention programme
for gender equality in science and
technology in India.
 Project GATI was announced on 28
February 2020, the National Science Day,
by the Hon’ble President of India.
 Project GATI aims to nudge institutions of
higher education and research towards
supporting diversity, inclusion and the full
spectrum of demographic talent for their
own success and progression.
 In particular, it aspires to create an
enabling
environment
for
equal
participation of women in science,
technology, engineering, medicine and
mathematics disciplines (STEMM) at all
levels, addressing deep-rooted problems.
 It envisages a fresh perspective on not just
measures for increasing retention and
recruitment but the progression of women
throughout their professional journey.
10 Key Principles
 Project GATI pilots a sustainable selfassessment and accreditation model.
 At the core of the model is the GATI
Charter based on ten key principles.
These principles explicitly acknowledge
gender inequality and articulate a
commitment towards overcoming systemic
and cultural barriers to women’s academic
and professional advancement at all levels.
Assessment and Accreditation Process
 Institutions who are signatory to the GATI
charter would be expected to commit to
adopting its principles within their
policies, practices, action plans and
institutional culture.
 They would be required to create SMART
(Specific,
Measurable,
Achievable,
Relevant and Time-bound) action plans
for systemic and cultural transformation.
Why in News?
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In a recent workshop conducted by the
Ministry of Science and Technology,
Professor Ashutosh Sharma, Secretary,
DST, highlighted the GATI Project.

2) Inflation Targeting
How does India measure retail inflation?
 Inflation is the rate of change in the prices
of a given set of items. India bases its retail
inflation metrics on the Consumer Price
Index (CPI).
 The index records changes in prices for a
sample of family budget items that are
representative of what consumers typically
spend their household income on — food,
fuel, housing, clothing, health, education,
amusement and even paan, tobacco and
intoxicants.
 The measure is based on a weighted
average. That is, some items in the index
may get greater weightage depending on
their priority in a typical family’s budget.
 The CPI-based retail inflation is measured
monthly and is published as a percentage
value of change in the index from the
corresponding year-earlier period.
 Data for a certain month are released by
the
Ministry
of
Statistics
and
Programme Implementation with base
year 2011-12.
RBI’s role in tackling inflation
 The RBI’s explicit mandate is to conduct
monetary policy. The primary objective of
monetary policy is to maintain price
stability while keeping in mind the
objective of growth. Price stability is a
necessary precondition to sustainable
growth.
 In 2016, the Reserve Bank of India Act,
1934, was amended to provide a statutory
basis for the implementation of a flexible
inflation-targeting framework, where
the Centre and the RBI would review and
agree upon a specific inflation target every
five years.
 Under this, 4% was set as the Consumer
Price Index (CPI) inflation target for the
period from August 5, 2016, to March 31,
2021, with the upper tolerance limit of
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6% and the lower tolerance limit of
2%.
 To the extent that ensuring price stability
is its primary goal, the RBI through its MPC
must constantly assess not just current
levels of inflation and prices of various
goods and services in the economy, but
also take into consideration inflation
expectations both of consumers and
financial markets so as to use an array of
monetary tools, including interest rates, to
contain inflation within its target range.
Why in News?
 The Centre has decided to retain the
inflation target of 4%, with a tolerance
band of +/- 2 percentage points for the
Monetary Policy Committee of the RBI for
the coming five years (April 1, 2021, to
March 31, 2026).
 Economists welcomed the continuity in the
framework, despite the recent spate of
high inflation prints beyond the 6% upper
threshold of the inflation target.
RBI working paper
 In December 2020, a RBI working paper
authored by RBI Deputy Governor Michael
Debabrata Patra recommended that
maintaining 4 per cent inflation is
appropriate for India as targeting a
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lower rate could impart deflationary bias
to the monetary policy.
 The paper found a steady decline in
trend inflation to 4.1-4.3 per cent since
2014.
Related information
About MPC
 The Monetary Policy Committee is a
committee of the RBI which is entrusted
with the task of fixing the benchmark
policy interest rate (repo rate) to contain
inflation within the specified target
level.
 The 2016 amendment of the Reserve Bank
of India Act, 1934 provides for a statutory
and institutionalised framework for the
MPC.
 The MPC has six members
o RBI Governor (Chairperson), RBI Deputy
Governor in charge of monetary policy, one
official nominated by the RBI Board and
remaining 3 members would represent the
Government.
 The MPC makes decisions based on
majority vote. In case of a tie, the RBI
governor will have a second or casting
vote.
For doubts and queries email us at:
doubts@officerspulse.com
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
1) Visa suspension
H-1B visas
 In order to fill a vacuum of highly-skilled
low-cost employees in IT and other related
domains, the US administration issues a
certain number of visas each year which
allows companies from outside the US to
send employees to work on client sites.
 Of these work visas, the H-1B remains the
most popular among Indian IT companies.
The US government has a cap of 85,000
total H-1B visas for each year. Of this,
65,000 H-1B visas are issued to highly
skilled foreign workers, while the rest
20,000 can be additionally allotted to
highly skilled foreign workers who have a
higher education or masters degree from
an American university.
 Indian IT companies are amongst the
biggest beneficiaries of the US H-1B visa
regime, and have since the 1990s
cornered a lion’s share of the total number
of visas issued each year.
 H-1B visas are generally approved for a
period of three years for a person, but
many visa holders change employers to
extend their US stay.
2020 Ban
 Last year, H1-B visas were suspended by
former U.S. President Donald Trump,
ostensibly to protect American jobs,
already reeling under the impact of the
pandemic.
 Visas for intra company transfers (L1),
exchange visitors (J1), temporary nonagricultural workers (H-2B) and
dependents of H1-B holders (H4) were
also suspended.
Why in News?
 The White House has allowed the 2020
ban on H1-B skilled workers and other
temporary visas to expire on March 31.
 While the stated reason for Mr. Trump’s
suspension was protecting American jobs
in
the
face
of
unprecedented
unemployment last year, the ban did not
have its intended impact, according to the
preliminary findings of a Wall Street
Journal study. The analysis found that
businesses
employing
foreigners
For free learning, visit www.officerspulse.com

“struggled to fill jobs” despite very high
domestic unemployment.

2) BIMSTEC
About BIMSTEC
 The Bay of Bengal Initiative for MultiSectoral
Technical
and
Economic
Cooperation (BIMSTEC) is a regional
organisation that comprises seven member
states adjacent to the Bay of Bengal.
 It includes: five deriving from South Asia,
including Bangladesh, Bhutan, India,
Nepal, Sri Lanka, and two from Southeast
Asia, including Myanmar and Thailand.
 It is headquartered in Dhaka, Bangladesh.
Background
 BIMSTEC came into existence on June 6,
1997 through the Bangkok Declaration.
 Initially, the economic bloc was formed
with four Member States with the acronym
'BIST-EC' (Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka
and Thailand Economic Cooperation)
 Following the inclusion of Myanmar on 22
December 1997, the group was renamed
'BIMST-EC'.
 With the admission of Nepal and Bhutan
in 2004, the name of the grouping was
changed to 'Bay of Bengal Initiative for
Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic
Cooperation' (BIMSTEC).
Priority Sectors
 BIMSTEC is a sector-driven cooperative
organization.
 BIMSTEC has 14 priority areas of
cooperation, namely (i) Trade and
Investment (ii) Technology (iii) Energy (iv)
Transportation and Communication (v)
Tourism (vi) Fisheries (vii) Agriculture
(viii)
Cultural
Cooperation
(ix)
Environment and Disaster Management
(x) Public Health (xi) People-to-People
Contact (xii) Poverty Alleviation (xiii)
Counter Terrorism and Transnational
Crime and (xiv) Climate Change.
Founding Principles
 The founding principles of BIMSTEC are as
follows:
1. Cooperation within BIMSTEC will be based
on respect for the principle of sovereign
equality, territorial integrity, political
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independence, no-interference in internal
affairs, peaceful co- existence and mutual
benefit.
2. Cooperation
within
BIMSTEC
will
constitute an addition to and not be a
substitute for bilateral, regional or
multilateral cooperation involving the
Member States.
Significance
 The BIMSTEC region is home to around 1.5
billion people which constitute around
22% of the global population with a
combined gross domestic product (GDP) of
2.7 trillion.
 The objective of BIMSTEC is to harness
shared and accelerated growth through
mutual cooperation in different areas of
common interests.
 The regional group constitutes a bridge
between South and South East Asia and
represents a reinforcement of relations
among these countries.
 BIMSTEC has also established a platform
for intra-regional cooperation between
SAARC and ASEAN members.
Why in News?
 External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar
recently participated at the ministerial
meet of the BIMSTEC which was held
virtually.

3) New Development Bank








About NDB
The NDB created by the BRICS countries
formally came into existence at the Ufa
Summit (Russia) in 2015.
It was established with the objective of
financing infrastructure and sustainable
development projects in BRICS and other
emerging economies and developing
countries, complementing the efforts of
multilateral
and
regional
financial
institutions toward global growth and
development.
In 2018, the NDB received observer
status in the UN General Assembly.
Voting power of each member is equal to
the number of its subscribed shares in
capital stock.
All members of the United Nations could
be members of the bank, however the
share of the BRICS nations can never be
less than 55% of voting power.
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Why in News?
 Finance and Corporate Affairs Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman has urged the New
Development Bank to consider working
closely with India’s new Development
Financial Institution (Refer Pulse 42
edition) for funding infrastructure.
 The NDB has so far approved 18 projects
in India, including emergency loans of $2
billion to support health spending and
economic recovery in the aftermath of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

4)

Bangladesh
anniversary

liberation

Why in News?
 Bangladesh commemorates 50 years of its
Liberation movement.
Brief summary of the movement
 It began with the declaration of
Independence by the Mukti Bahini
(Freedom Fighters) led by Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman on March 26, 1971.
 Since India's partition into India and
Pakistan
(including
present-day
Bangladesh) in 1947, residents of East
Pakistan have felt that forces in West
Pakistan were undermining their
culture and status.
 The Language Movement began in 1948
with the goal of asserting the rights of
Pakistan's Bengali-speaking population as
well as achieving equal status for Bengali
with Urdu, which was declared as
Pakistan's federal language on its own.
 There were also economic disparities
between the two sides. The western side
received a larger share of the common
budget.
 Mujibur Rahman's Awami League won a
clear majority in Pakistan's general
elections in 1970. However, the Pakistani
military (which had only about 5% Bengali
officers) was opposed to him becoming the
country's supremo.
 Yahya Khan's military government was
unwilling to cede power to Mujibur
Rahman.
 On the night of March 25, 1971, the
Pakistani army launched the nowinfamous ‘Operation Searchlight,' killing
students, intellectuals, and civilians in
Bangladesh.

14
Mujibur Rahman declared the country's
independence on March 26, after it
became clear that the West Pakistan
authorities would not grant him legitimate
power.
 Following this, a guerrilla war erupted
between the Pakistani army and their
collaborators known as Razakars, as well
as the Bangladeshi liberation forces,
known as the 'Mukti Bahini.'
 When Pakistani forces began attacking
civilians in Bangladesh, millions of people
fled to India, particularly West Bengal and
Assam.
 Indian forces assisted by providing arms
and training to Mukti Bahini soldiers. India
officially entered combat on December 3,
1971, when Pakistan attacked Indian Air
Force bases.
 Operation Trident -Offensive operation
launched by the Indian Navy on Pakistan’s
port city of Karachi during the IndoPakistani War of 1971.
 Operation Meghna Heli Bridge - Aerial
operation of Indian and Bangladeshi allied
forces during the Bangladesh Liberation
War in 1971.
 Pakistan surrendered on December 16,
1971. India won the war, and Bangladesh
gained independence.
 India was able to break up the then
undivided Pakistan (into present day
Pakistan and Bangladesh) and thus
eliminated the threat of a two-front war
(in the western and eastern border) in any
future confrontation. Although the eastern
front remained largely inactive since 1965,
it tied down India’s substantial military
resources that could have been deployed
to greater effect in the western theatre
(Pakistan).
 Every year on 16 December Vijay Diwas
is observed to mark India's victory in the
1971 war on Pakistan.
Additional Details
India Bangladesh relations
Economy
 India's largest export market in the
South Asia region is Bangladesh. India's
exports to Bangladesh for the financial
year 2018-19 (April-March) stood at USD
9.21 billion and imports from Bangladesh
for the same period stood at USD 1.22
billion.
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Both countries have been a part of the
South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA)
since 2011.
Connectivity







The new rail link between Haldibari (India)
and Chilahati
Inland Water Transit and Trade Protocol
(PIWTT).
Bangladesh-Bhutan-India-Nepal (BBIN), motor
vehicles agreement.
Bangladesh ports of Chattogram and Mongla
for goods moving to and from India, especially
North-East India.

Defence
 Joint exercises between army (Exercise
Sampriti) and navy (Exercise Milan),
Exercise Shantir Ogroshena -2021
 Border
managementIndia
and
Bangladesh share a border of 4096.7 km,
the longest border of land shared by India
with a neighbour.
 The India-Bangladesh Land Boundary
Agreement (LBA)
Multilateral Forums






South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC) and the Bay of Bengal
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and
Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC)
SAARC Emergency Response Fund
Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA)
UN Security Council reforms, fight climate
change, achieve the Sustainable Development
Goals and protect migrants' rights.

River systems
 Since June 1972, a bilateral Joint River
Commission has worked to keep the two
countries in contact to maximise the
benefits of shared river systems.
Other areas
 Sharing of the Feni River between
Bangladesh&India(for
Tripura)
for
potable water.
 Covid vaccine for Bangladesh as a part of
Vaccine Diplomacy
Areas of Concern
Rohingya Crisis
 National Register of Citizens (NRC) in
Assma to expel illegal Bangladeshi citizens
 Bangladesh is a part of Belt and Road
Initiative while India is not
 Teesta water sharing dispute
For doubts and queries email us at:
doubts@officerspulse.com
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
1) Large Hadron Collider
What is CERN
 Founded in 1954, the CERN laboratory sits
astride the Franco-Swiss border near
Geneva. It was one of Europe's first joint
ventures and has 23 member states as of
now.
What is Large Hadron Collider?
 The Large Hadron Collider (LHC) is the
world’s largest and most powerful
particle accelerator. It is a part of the
CERN’s accelerator complex.
 Inside the accelerator, two high-energy
particle beams travel at close to the speed
of light before they are made to collide.
The beams travel in opposite directions in
separate beam pipes – two tubes kept at
ultrahigh vacuum.
 Discoveries are made when these
resulting collisions behave differently
than the existing laws of physics would
predict or when they behave in predicted
but never-before-seen ways.
 Studying the patterns in the emission of
these particles help us understand the
properties and structure of particles.
Why in News:
 Physicists at CERN may be on the verge of
a
major
scientific
breakthrough,
announcing they have observed particles
that seem to violate our most
comprehensive understanding of how the
universe works.
What they found?
 While the findings were not sufficiently
strong to be counted as a discovery, CERN
scientists revealed that the anomaly they
had detected was confirmed and
required new physical processes, such as
the existence of new fundamental
particles or interactions.
What are the other significant discoveries
of LHC?
 Higgs boson was discovered at the CERN
Large Hadron Collider (LHC)
India and CERN
 In 2016, India became an associate
member of the CERN and with this, CERN
allows Indian companies to bid for
engineering contracts and Indians can
For free learning, visit www.officerspulse.com



apply for staff positions at the
organisation.
Indian scientists have played a significant
role in the A Large Ion Collider Experiment
(ALICE) and Compact Muon Solenoid
(CMS) experiments that led to the
discovery of the Higgs Boson.

2) Microplastics
What are Microplastics?
 Microplastics are small pieces of plastic,
less than 5 mm (0.2 inch) in length, that
occur in the environment as a consequence
of plastic pollution. Microplastics are
present in a variety of products, from
cosmetics to synthetic clothing to plastic
bags and bottles.
Why in News?
 As per a new study, ultra-fine plastic
particles can become 'hubs' for antibioticresistant bacteria and pathogens to grow
once they wash down household drains
and enter wastewater treatment plants.
What is antibiotic resistance?
 Antibiotic resistance happens when germs
like bacteria and fungi develop the ability
to defeat the drugs designed to kill them.
That means the germs are not killed and
continue to grow. Infections caused by
antibiotic-resistant germs are difficult, and
sometimes impossible, to treat.
What the researchers found?
 Certain strains of bacteria have elevated
antibiotic resistance by up to 30 times
when living on microplastic biofilms that
form inside sludge units at municipal
wastewater treatment plants.
 These wastewater treatment plants can
be hotspots where various chemicals,
antibiotic-resistant bacteria and pathogens
converge and what our study shows is that
microplastics can serve as their carriers,
posing imminent risks to aquatic biota and
human health if they bypass the water
treatment process
 According to the researchers, when
microplastics enter the wastewater
treatment plant and mix in with sludge,
bacteria can accidentally attach to the
surface and secrete glue-like substances.
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As other bacteria attach to the surface and
grow, they can even swap DNA with each
other. This is how the antibiotic resistance
genes are being spread among the
community.
Why the worry?
 According to a UN report, at least
7,00,000 people die each year as a result
of drug-resistant diseases. This figure
could rise to 10 million by 2050.
 A recent study by ICMR in India found that
two out of every three healthy Indians
are resistant to two major types of
antibiotics.
 The Indian Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) published a study that found
antibiotic resistant organisms in the
digestive tracts of two out of every three
healthy people tested, indicating a rapid
spread of antibiotic resistance in the
Indian population.
How are we going to fight it?
 WHO launched the global antimicrobial
surveillance system (GLASS) in 2015,
with the goal of collaborating with WHO
collaborating
centres
and
existing
antimicrobial
resistance
surveillance
networks.
 In 2011, a national policy for AMR
containment was implemented by India.
 There is an urgent need to establish an
antimicrobial programme in India in
order to rationalise the use of
antimicrobials and to encourage the
development of newer and more effective
antimicrobials.
 An AMR surveillance system in the
country is also the need of the hour.


3) Cryptocurrency
What is a cryptocurrency?
 A cryptocurrency is a digital or virtual
currency
that
is
secured
by
cryptography, which makes it nearly
impossible to counterfeit or double-spend.
Many cryptocurrencies are decentralized
networks
based
on
blockchain
technology—a distributed ledger enforced
by a disparate network of computers.
 A defining feature of cryptocurrencies is
that they are generally not issued by any
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central authority, rendering them
theoretically immune to government
interference or manipulation.
 A blockchain is a decentralized,
distributed, and oftentimes public, digital
ledger consisting of records called blocks
that is used to record transactions across
many computers so that any involved
block cannot be altered retroactively,
without the alteration of all subsequent
blocks.
 This allows the participants to verify and
audit transactions independently and
relatively inexpensively.
Why in News?
 Visa Inc said that it will allow the use of the
cryptocurrency USD Coin to settle
transactions on its payment network.
 The USD Coin (USDC) is a stablecoin
cryptocurrency whose value is pegged
directly to the U.S. dollar.
1. Stablecoins are cryptocurrencies that
attempt to peg their market value to some
external reference.
2. Stablecoins may be pegged to a currency
like the U.S. dollar or to a commodity's price
such as gold.

4) Waste to Greenery
Why in News:
 The Taipei Economic and Culture Center
(TECC) in India has shared its willingness
to work with India in promoting green
energy, organic circular economy industry,
and create a bridge between India and
Taiwan’s technology.
What is a Circular Economy?
 Recently, the concept of a circular economy
has gained traction as a solution that
would ameliorate the burden on natural
resources while still encouraging
economic growth. The concept is simple:
minimize the disposal of waste and the
need for raw materials by keeping existing
materials and assets in the production
cycle. This alternative economic system
transforms our current linear economy,
which “takes, makes and wastes” into one
that reuses, recycles and repairs.
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An advanced circular economy model has
been adopted by systematic design to keep
products with recyclable features, enhance
resource utilization, eliminate waste, avoid
pollution of the natural environment, and
achieve the principles of 3Rs (Reduce,
Recycle and Reuse). Among them, the
cycle in a circular economy, uses
agricultural wastes as biomass raw
materials, which are converted into valueadded and environmentally beneficial
renewable energy or bio-chemicals
through bio-refinery technologies.
 Besides increasing farmers’ income, it
can also fundamentally solve the
environmental pollution caused by the
burning of agricultural wastes. Large
corporations, foundations and local
governments have gotten behind the CE as
the new way forward. But given that most
of urban growth will take place in less
developed
countries,
their
rapidly
urbanizing cities need to be included, and
even prioritized.
Traditional Model- Take- make- waste
model
 A linear economy traditionally follows the
“take-make-dispose” step-by-step plan.
This means that raw materials are
collected, then transformed into products
that are used until they are finally
discarded as waste. Value is created in this
economic system by producing and selling
as many products as possible.
How Taiwan can help India with tech
transfer
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Rice straw to create alternative fuels
such as bio-ethanol or briquette is used to
generate bio-power as a syngas instead of
natural gas. They do not produce air
pollutants like PM2.5 and simultaneously
solve the problems of agricultural wastes
and air pollution.
Residue and slurry from biogas
production can be used as natural
organic fertilizer that can be used in
farmlands and can solve the problem of
soil acidification and reduce excessive
usage of chemical fertilizers
As micro-plastics pose a health risk, a
growing number of governments have
started to limit and reduce the use of
plastics. Therefore, using biomass to
produce bioplastics will create new
industries and output values. This will lead
to a reduction in the dependence on
petrochemical plastics as well as indirectly
reduce carbon emissions. In addition to
being reused, bio plastics based on
biomass can also be converted into
renewable energy like briquette and
organic fertilizers, making recycling and
utilization of bio plastics more diversified.

5) Farm-based solar power plant
Why in News?
 The first farm-based solar power plant
under the Prime Minister’s Kisan Urja
Suraksha Evum Utthan Mahabhiyan
(KUSUM) scheme has come up in Jaipur
with a provision for production of 17 lakh
units of electricity every year.
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What is a farm-based solar power plant?
 The solar panels are used for the power
generation and besides that they are also
used for the other purposes like they are
also used for the irrigation, grain milling,
electric fencing, lighting, etc. for many
uses. The farms like vineyards, orchards,
and other activities like dairy, poultry,
sheep farming, etc. can make use of the
solar panel for them.
Advantages
 Solar energy is a cheaper source of energy
as compared to fossil fuel. This is a very
budget friendly as compared to the other
source of the energy.
 These solar panels are very beneficial to
use at the places where there is the
scarcity of the water.
 These solar panels are like a boon for the
places where the issue of the power supply
cut off is there as this solar panel can also
be used for storing the power for future
use or in case of the interrupted power
supply.
 The most common yet important benefits
of solar energy or the solar panels for
farms is that it does not cause any type of
pollution or adversely affect the
environment.
PM- Kisan Urja Suraksha evam Utthaan
Mahabhiyan (KUSUM) scheme?
 Setting up of grid-connected renewable
power plants each of 500 KW to 2 MW in
the rural area,
 Installation of standalone off-grid solar
water pumps to fulfil irrigation needs of
farmers not connected to grid, and
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Solarization of existing grid-connected
agriculture pumps to make farmers
independent of grid supply and also sell
surplus solar power generated to Discom
and get extra income.
 PM-KUSUM consists of three components
and aims to add a solar capacity of 30.8 GW
by 2022:
1. Component-A: 10,000 MW of decentralised
ground-mounted
grid-connected
renewable power plants.
2. Component-B: Installation of two million
standalone solar-powered agriculture
pumps.
3. Component-C: Solarisation of 1.5 million
grid-connected solar-powered agriculture
pumps.
Significance
 Ensure energy security for farmers, as
they could generate revenue from their
less productive or barren land.
 It would also help increase the clean
green energy and generate employment
in the rural areas
 Good for the environment
 Helps DISCOMS as electricity for
agriculture is highly subsidised
 Less groundwater depletion
 Farmers can sell surplus power( Helps in
government’s plan of doubling of farmers
income)
 Less deficit for the states and help states
meet the RPOs (renewable purchase
obligation) targets.


For doubts and queries email us at:
doubts@officerspulse.com
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DEFENCE
1) Joint logistics facility
Why in News?
 As part of measures to boost tri-service
integration and resource optimisation,
Chief of Defence Staff General Bipin Rawat
operationalised the third joint logistics
node (JLN) in Mumbai.
The need for JLN
 These JLNs will provide integrated
logistics cover to the armed forces for
their small arms ammunition, rations, fuel,
general stores, civil hired transport,
aviation clothing, spares and also
engineering support in an effort to
synergise their operational efforts
 The initiative would accrue advantages in
terms of saving of manpower, economise
utilisation
of
resources,
besides
financial savings.
 Establishment and operationalisation of
JLNs is a very important first step in the
direction of logistics integration of our
three Services.
 Acceptance of each other’s limitations and
learning from each other’s strengths and
best practices is essential to help improve
the functioning and efficacy of these nodes
Chief of Defence Staff
 Gen. Bipin Rawat is India's first Chief of
Defence Staff (CDS).
 The post of CDS was recommended by
the Kargil Review Committee in 2001
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and reiterated by the Naresh Chandra
committee in 2012.
 The powers of CDS
1. The CDS is the permanent Chairman of
the Chiefs of Staff Committee, which will
also have three service chiefs as members.
2. Head of the Department of Military
Affairs (DoMA) in the Ministry of Defence.
3. Single-point military adviser to the
Defence Minister
4. Enjoys the rank of Secretary within the
Department of Defence
5. Authority to provide directives to the
three chiefs, although the CDS does not
command authority over any of the
forces.
6. Advisory role in the Nuclear Command
Authority (NCA).
The need for CDS
 Synergy between Armed forces and
Government
 Jointness in operations ( of the three
services)
 Integrated approach towards defence
strategy
 The idea of a single point advisor will
reduce unnecessary duplication and
wasteful expenditure.
 Arrangement to capital acquisition
proposal
 Enhance the combat capabilities
For doubts and queries email us at:
doubts@officerspulse.com
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ART & CULTURE
1) Nizamuddin Dargah
What’s in the news?
 After closing down for over eight months,
Hazrat Nizamuddin Dargah courtyard has
opened again.
What is a Dargah?
 A dargah is a shrine built over the grave
of a revered religious figure, often a Sufi
saint or dervish.
Who is Hazrat Nizamuddin?
 Muhammad Nizamuddin Auliya (1238 –
3 April 1325), also known as Hazrat
Nizamuddin,
and
Mahbub-e-Ilahi
("Beloved of God") was an Indian Sunni
Muslim scholar, Sufi saint of the Chishti
Order, and is one of the most famous Sufis
from the Indian Subcontinent.
 His biography finds mention in Ain-iAkbari, a 16th-century document written
by Mughal Emperor Akbar’s vizier, Abu'lFazl ibn Mubarak.
 The famous Indian Sufi singer Amir
Khusrau (regarded as the "father of
qawwali"/ "voice of India" / "Parrot of
India") was a spiritual disciple of
Nizamuddin Auliya.
What is Sufism?
 Sufism, mystical Islamic belief and
practice in which Muslims seek to find the
truth of divine love and knowledge
through direct personal experience of God.
 Sufism is more prominent among Sunnis,
but there are also Shiite Sufi orders, or
"tariqa."
 Followers of Sufism believe they can
become closer to Allah through inner
purification and introspection. They do
this by meditating and receiving guidance
from their spiritual leaders, or "murshid"
(guide)
 The Sufi orders were of two types – bashara and be-shara, where shara stood
for the Islamic law. The former obeyed the
laws while the latter was more liberal.
Major Sufi Orders
Chishti Order :
 Chishtiya Order was founded in India by
Khwaja Moin-Uddin Chishti.
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It emphasised the doctrine of the unity of
being with God (waḥdat al-wujūd) and
members of the order were also pacifists.
 They rejected all material goods as
distractions from the contemplation of
God.
 Recitation of the names of God, both aloud
and silently (dhikr jahrī, dhikr khafī),
formed the cornerstone of Chishtī practice.
Suhrawardi Order:
 Founded
by
Sheikh
Shahabuddin
Suharwardi Maqtul.
 The Suhrawardis, unlike the Chishtis,
accepted maintenance grants from the
Sultans.
Naqshbandi Order:
 It was founded by the Khwaja Baha-ul-din
Naqsh band.
 It was established in India by Khwaja
Bahauddin Naqshbandi.
 This Order stressed on the observance of
the Shariat.
Qadiriyya Order:
 Sheikh Abdul Qadir of Badaun founded it in
the 14th century.
 They were supporters of the Mughals
under Akbar.
Common Sufi terms
 Tasawwuf literally meaning "becoming a
Sufi
 Murshid is Arabic for "guide" or "teacher"
 A Sheikh of Sufism is a Sufi who is
authorized to teach, initiate and guide
aspiring dervishes in the islamic faith.
 A murīd is a novice committed to spiritual
enlightenment
 A khanqah or khangah, also known as a
ribat – among other terms – is a building
designed specifically for gatherings of a
Sufi brotherhood or tariqa and is a place
for spiritual retreat and character
reformation.
 Sama is a Sufi ceremony performed as
dhikr. Sama means "listening", while dhikr
means "remembrance".
 Fanaa in Sufism is the "passing away" or
"annihilation" (of the self).
 Ziyara or ziyarat is a form of pilgrimage to
sites
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Importance of Sufism in Indian history and
culture
 Sufi mystic traditions became more visible
during the 10th and 11th centuries of the
Delhi Sultanate and after it to the rest of
India
 Some of the practices of the Chisti saints
come close to those of Hinduism: control
on breathing, meditation, and ascetic
exercises.
 When Sufis adopted popular practices of
Islam, they appropriated many Buddhist
beliefs and practices as well, besides
replicating monasteries with simpler
khanqahs of their own. Shared beliefs
included aspects such as notions of God
and truth, bodily practices,commonality
between yoga and Sufism, belief in the
unity of existence, and respect for
diversity.
 The vicinity of Nizamuddin Dargah was
also chosen for the burial place of the
Timurid imperial family under Emperor
Akbar, with the grand tomb complex of
Emperor Humayun as an example, which is
now a UNESCO Heritage site.
 The eastern variety of Sufism is mainly
an offshoot of the vedanta philosophy of
the Hindus and it spread rapidly during the
time of Akbar.
 The Sufi philosophy tended to bring the
ruling race and the subject people closer
together. The Islamic stress on equality
was respected by the Sufis, and this
brought the mystic orders into contact
with the artisans and cultivators. Thus,
the Sufis became more effective religious
leaders for the peasants.
 The connections can also be seen in
common cultural practices and the
emergence of new forms: literature,
music, architectural developments, etc.
Languages such as Urdu originating in
army camps took shape and flourished in
Sufi khanqahs, before emerging as an
elegant language having a vast literature.
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Akbar named his first son Salim (later
emperor Jahangir) in honor of Salim
Chishti
 Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak (founder of
Slave dynasty) started the construction of
Qutub Minar in memory of famous Sufi
saint Khwaja Qutubuddin Bakhityar
Kaki
Importance of Sufism in modern times
 The peaceful Sufi spirituality can be used
as a means of Soft power for the political
aspirations of India in Central Asia.
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 2016
inaugurated the World Sufi Forum to
spread Islamic message of peace in
today’s scenario of Islamophobia.


2) Dada Saheb Phalke
Why in News?
 The
government
announced
the
prestigious Dadasaheb Phalke Award for
Actor Rajinikanth for his contribution as an
actor, producer and screenwriter.
Who is Dada Saheb Phalke?
 He directed India's first feature film
Raja Harischandra (1913) and he was
also an Indian producer, and screenwriter.
 He is known as “Father of Indian
Cinema”.
Dadasaheb Phalke Award
 The Dadasaheb Phalke Award is India's
highest award in the field of cinema. It is
presented annually at the National Film
Awards ceremony by the Directorate of
Film Festivals, an organisation set up by
the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting.
 Presented first in 1969, the award was
introduced by the Government of India to
commemorate
Dadasaheb
Phalke's
contribution to Indian cinema and the first
recipient of the award was actress Devika
Rani.
For doubts and queries email us at:
doubts@officerspulse.com
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PIB ANALYSIS
1) Atal Innovation Mission
The Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) is a
flagship initiative set up by the NITI Aayog
to
promote
innovation
and
entrepreneurship across the length and
breadth of the country.
 AIM’s objective is to develop new
programmes and policies for fostering
innovation in different sectors of the
economy,
provide
platform
and
collaboration opportunities for different
stakeholders, create awareness and create
an umbrella structure to oversee the
innovation ecosystem of the country.
Initiatives under Atal Innovation Mission
 Atal Tinkering Labs - at School Level
 AIM has launched the establishment of
thousands of Atal Tinkering Labs enabling
students from grade 6 to grade 12 to have
access to and tinker with innovative tools
and technologies like 3D printers, robotics,
miniaturised electronics do-it-yourself kits,
thus stimulating a problem solving
innovative mindset to solve problems in
the community they are in.
 Some activities related to ATL Operational
Excellence, Proactive Promotion of
Innovation &
Thought
Leadership,
Collaborations & Partnerships and New
Initiatives by AIM:
1. ATL Gandhian Challenge - launched in all
schools along with UNICEF.
2. India Stamp Creativity challengelaunched with UNICEF and India Post.
3. PM India Innovative Learning DHRUV
Program – AIM invited as key partner by
MHRD.
Atal Incubators at Universities, Institutions,
Industry Level
 To promote creation of a supporting
ecosystem
for
start-ups
and
entrepreneurs, AIM has been establishing
world-class
incubators
called
Atal
Incubation Centres (AICs) in universities.
Institutions, corporates, etc. that would
foster innovative start-ups and become
scalable and sustainable enterprises.
Atal Community Innovation Centres Serving Unserved and Under-Served
Regions of India
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To promote the benefits of technology led
innovation to the unserved/ underserved
regions of India including Tier 2, Tier 3
cities, aspirational districts, tribal, hilly and
coastal areas, AIM is setting up Atal
Community Innovation Centres (ACICs)
with a unique partnership driven model
wherein AIM would grant up to Rs. 2.5
crore to an ACIC subject to a partner
proving equal or greater matching
funding.
Atal New India Challenges - Product and
Service Innovations with National
Impact
 To create product and service innovations
having national socio-economic impact,
AIM has launched over 24 Atal New India
Challenges in partnership with five
different ministries and departments of
the central government.
Applied Research and Innovation for Small
Enterprises (ARISE)
 To promote innovation in a phased
manner in the MSME/Start-up sector AIM
will be launching ARISE along with partner
Ministries so that great research ideas are
converted to viable innovative prototypes
followed by product development and
commercial deployment.
Mentorship and Partnerships - with Public,
Private
sector,
NGOs,
Academia,
Institutions
 To enable all the initiatives to succeed, AIM
has launched the “Mentor India – The
Mentors of Change” programme, in
collaboration with the public sector,
corporates and institutions, to support all
the initiatives of the mission.
Why in the news?
 Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), NITI Aayog
recently launched AIM-PRIME (Program
for Researchers on
Innovations,
Market-Readiness & Entrepreneurship),
an initiative to promote and support
science-based deep-tech startups &
ventures across India.
About AIM-PRIME
Who launched?
 AIM along with Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation (BMGF) has launched this
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nationwide program which will be
implemented by Venture Center - a nonprofit technology business incubator.
For whom?
 The program is open to technology
developers (early-stage deep tech startups, and scientists/ engineers/ clinicians)
with strong science-based deep tech
business ideas.
 The program is also open to CEOs and
Senior incubation managers of AIM Funded
Atal Incubation Centers that are
supporting deep tech entrepreneurs.
Significance of the program
 The benefits of this program are aimed at
addressing
specific issues
through
training and guidance over a period of 12
months.
 Candidates selected for the program will
get access to in-depth learning via a
comprehensive lecture series, live team
projects, exercises, and project-specific
mentoring.
 They will also have access to a deep tech
startup playbook, curated video library,
and plenty of peer-to-peer learning
opportunities.
 The AIM-PRIME program is specifically
tailored for the rapid scaling up of deeptech science ventures in India, providing
not just the necessary intellect and support
but also the exposure they rightly deserve.

2) National Pension System
About NPS
 National Pension System (NPS) is a
pension cum investment scheme
launched by Government of India in 2004
to provide old age security to Citizens of
India.(except for armed forces)
 It is a voluntary, defined contribution
retirement savings scheme designed to
enable the subscribers to make optimum
decisions regarding their future through
systematic savings during their working
life.
 It brings an attractive long term saving
avenue to effectively plan our retirement
through safe and regulated market-based
return.
 The Scheme is regulated by Pension Fund
Regulatory and Development Authority
(PFRDA).
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National Pension System Trust (NPST)
established by PFRDA is the registered
owner of all assets under NPS.
Eligibility
 Any individual citizen of India (both
resident and non-resident) in the age
group of 18-65 years (as on the date of
submission of NPS application) can join
NPS.
 Contributions made by NRI are subject to
regulatory requirements as prescribed by
RBI and FEMA from time to time.
 However, OCI (Overseas Citizens of India)
and PIO (Person of Indian Origin) card
holders and Hindu Undivided Family
(HUF) are not eligible for opening of NPS
accounts.
Broad objectives:
 Provide old age income
 Reasonable market based returns over
the long term
 Extending old age security coverage to
all citizens
Structure
 NPS is structured into two tiers:
1. Tier-I account: This is the nonwithdrawable
permanent
retirement
account into which the accumulations are
deposited and invested as per the option of
the subscriber.
2. Tier-II account: This is a voluntary
withdrawable account which is allowed
only when there is an active Tier I account
in the name of the subscriber. The
withdrawals are permitted from this
account as per the needs of the subscriber
as and when claimed.
Why in the news?
 A notification for regulating the service
matters of Central Government employees
covered under the National Pension
System was released recently.


3)

Emergency
Credit
Guarantee Scheme

Line

About the scheme
 The Emergency Credit Line Guarantee
Scheme (ECLGS) has been formulated as a
specific response to the unprecedented
situation caused by COVID-19 and the
consequent lockdown, which has severely
impacted manufacturing and other
activities in the MSME sector.
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The ECLGS was announced as part of the
Aatma Nirbhar Bharat Package (ANBP) to
provide fully guaranteed and collateral
free additional credit to MSMEs,
business enterprises, individual loans for
business purposes and MUDRA borrowers,
to the extent of 20 per cent of their
credit outstanding as on 29.2.2020.
 Borrowers with credit outstanding up to
Rs. 50 crore as on 29.2.2020, and with an
annual turnover of up to Rs. 250 crore are
eligible under the Scheme.
 The main aim of this scheme is to provide
an incentive to Member Lending
Institutions (MLIs), i.e., Banks, Financial
Institutions (FIs) and Non-Banking
Financial Companies (NBFCs) to increase
access to, and enable availability of
additional funding facility to MSME
borrowers, in view of the economic
distress caused by the COVID-19 crisis, by
providing them 100 percent guarantee for
any losses suffered by them due to nonrepayment of the GECL funding by
borrowers.
 Under the Scheme, 100% guarantee
coverage to be provided by National
Credit Guarantee Trustee Company
Limited (NCGTC) for funding of up to Rs.3
lakh crore to eligible MSMEs and
interested MUDRA borrowers, in the form
of a Guaranteed Emergency Credit Line
(GECL) facility.
 The salient features of the Scheme
include
1. The entire funding provided under GECL
shall be provided with a 100% credit
guarantee by NCGTC to MLIs under
ECLGS.
2. Tenor of loan under Scheme shall be four
years with moratorium period of one year
on the principal amount.
3. No Guarantee Fee shall be charged by
NCGTC from the Member Lending
Institutions (MLIs) under the Scheme.
4. Interest rates under the Scheme shall
be capped at 9.25% for banks and FIs,
and at 14% for NBFCs
Why in the news?
 The Government has now extended the
scope of Emergency Credit Line Guarantee
Scheme (ECLGS) through introduction of
ECLGS 3.0 to cover business enterprises
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in Hospitality, Travel & Tourism,
Leisure & Sporting sectors.
Key Highlights
 It would involve extension of credit of upto
40% of total credit outstanding across
all lending institutions as on 29.02.2020.
 The tenor of loans granted under ECLGS
3.0 shall be 6 years including a
moratorium period of 2 years.
 The validity of ECLGS i.e. ECLGS 1.0, ECLGS
2.0 & ECLGS 3.0 have been extended upto
30.06.2021 or till guarantees for an
amount of Rs. 3 lakh crore are issued.
Significance
 The modifications introduced in the
scheme, while providing an incentive to
MLIs to enable availability of additional
funding
facilities
to
the
eligible
beneficiaries will go a long way in
contributing to economic revival,
protecting jobs, and creating a
conducive
environment
for
employment generation.

4) Atal Beemit Vyakti Kalyan
Yojana
About the Scheme
 The scheme Atal Beemit Vyakti Kalyan
Yojana was introduced by the Employees’
State Insurance Corporation (ESIC) on
pilot basis for a period of 2 years w.e.f.
01.07.2018 for providing relief to the
Insured Persons (IPs) who have become
unemployed.
 The scheme aims for providing
unemployment allowance to workers
rendered jobless due to the “changing
employment pattern”, acknowledging the
fact that permanent jobs are on a decline in
the country
 Atal Bimit Vyakti Kalyan Yojana, will be
applicable for employees covered under
the Employees’ State Insurance (ESI)
Act, 1948.
Eligibility:
 Employees covered under Section 2(9) of
the ESI Act 1948.
 The Insured Person (IP) should have
been rendered unemployed during the
period the relief is claimed
 The Insured Person should have been in
insurable employment for a minimum
period of two years
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The Insured Person should have
contributed not less than 78 days during
each of the preceding four contribution
periods
 The contribution in respect of him should
have been paid or payable by the employer
 The contingency of unemployment should
not have been as a result of any
punishment
for
misconduct
or
superannuation or voluntary retirement.
 Aadhar and Bank Account of the Insured
Person should be linked with insured
person database.
 The scheme provides relief to the extent
of 25% of the average per day earning
during the previous four contribution
periods (total earning during the four
contribution period/730) to be paid up to
a
maximum
of
90
days
of
unemployment once in lifetime of the
Insured Person.
 The Relief under ABVKY shall be paid/
payable by Branch Office to IPs directly in
their bank account electronically only. In
the event of death of IP, the amount of
Relief under ABVKY shall be paid/ payable
to his/her nominee/legal heir.
Recent update
 The scheme has been extended for the
period from 01.07.2020 to 30.06.2021.
 In order to provide benefit to the IPs who
have become unemployed during Covid-19
pandemic, the rate of relief has been
enhanced and the eligibility conditions
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have been relaxed as follows for the IPs
who became unemployed from 24.03.2020
onwards: The rate of relief has been doubled from
25 per cent to 50 percent average per
day earning of employees.
 The Insured Person should have been in
insurable employment for a minimum
period of two years immediately before
his/ her unemployment and should have
contributed for not less than 78 days in
the contribution period immediately
preceding
the
unemployment
and
minimum 78 days in one of the remaining
three contribution periods in two years
prior to unemployment. Earlier this
condition was a minimum contribution of
78 days in four contribution periods prior
to unemployment with minimum two
years insurable employment.
 Claim shall become due 30 days after the
date of unemployment. Earlier this
period was 90 days.
 The claim of the IP need not be forwarded
by the employer. The claim may be
submitted by an IP in the prescribed claim
form duly completed online or directly to
the branch office.
Why in the news?
 This information was given by the Minister
of State (I/C) for Labour & Employment in
Rajya Sabha recently.
For doubts and queries email us at
doubts@officerspulse.com
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News in Depth
AIR NEWS
1) Indo-US naval exercise PASSEX
What’s in the news?
 India and the US kicked off a two-day naval
exercise in the Bay of Bengal, reflecting the
growing congruence in their defence and
military partnership.
 Indian Navy deployed its warship Shivalik
and long-range maritime patrol aircraft
P8I in the 'PASSEX' exercise while the US
Navy was represented by the USS
Theodore Roosevelt carrier strike group.
 A carrier battle group or carrier strike
group is a mega naval fleet comprising an
aircraft carrier, accompanied by a large
number of destroyers, frigates and other
ships.
 In a first, enhancing jointmanship, Indian
Air Force fighters have also been included
in the exercise affording the IAF an
opportunity to practice air interception
and air defence with the US Navy.
 The exercise is aimed at consolidating the
synergy and interoperability achieved
during the Malabar exercise that took
place in November last. Besides the Indian
Navy, US, Australian and Japanese
navies participated in the Malabar naval
exercise.

2) UDAN scheme
About the scheme
 In 2017, the Ministry of Civil Aviation
launched the Regional Connectivity
Scheme (RCS) “UDAN” (Ude Desh Ka Aam
Naagrik) which aims at providing
connectivity to un-served and underserved airports of the country through
revival of existing air-strips and airports to
make flying affordable to the common
man who want to travel to and fro the Tier
2 and Tier 3 cities of the country.
 UDAN has a unique market-based model.
Airline routes are allocated to operators
For free learning, visit www.officerspulse.com

selected through a competitive bidding
mechanism.
 Under the scheme, nearly half of the seats
in UDAN flights are offered at subsidised
fares, and the participating carriers are
provided a certain amount of viability gap
funding (VGF) - an amount shared
between the Centre and the concerned
states.
 The scheme also offers waiver of certain
statutory charges and taxes on jet fuel to
companies in order to offer affordable
connectivity.
 The airport that will be renovated under
this scheme will be chosen after referring
to the respective State government.
Together with the State government the
Central government will revive the
dysfunctional and unserved airports of
the country.
 The Airports Authority of India (AAI) is
designated as the Implementing Agency
under this Scheme.
 The scheme is now in its fourth phase
with focus on bringing connectivity to
priority areas like North East India, Jammu
and Kashmir, Ladakh, hilly states in other
parts of the country, and islands. Under
UDAN 4, the operation of helicopters and
seaplanes have also been incorporated.
Why in News?
 Recently, the government operationalised
22 new routes under the UDAN scheme.
This is part of endeavour to connect the
unconnected regions. Out of these new
routes,
six
routes
have
been
operationalised in North-East India.
 Till date, 347 routes have been
operationalised under the UDAN scheme.



3) Production Linked Incentive
scheme
About the scheme
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In April last year, the central government
had for the first time notified the
Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme
for mobile phones and allied component
manufacturing.
 As a part of the scheme, companies which
set up new mobile and specified
equipment manufacturing units or
expanded their present units would get
incentives of 4 to 6 per cent, after they
achieve their investment and production
value target for each year. These incentives
will be offered for a period of 5 years.
 In November, the PLI scheme was
expanded to include 12 more sectors
such as automobile and automobile
components, pharmaceutical drugs, textile
products, food products, high efficiency
solar photo-voltaic modules, white goods
such as air conditioners and LED bulbs,
and speciality steel products.
 Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had
in her Budget for 2021-22 said the total
outlay on PLI schemes in these 13 sectors
over the next five years would be Rs 1.97
lakh crore.
Why in News?
 The cabinet has approved an investment of
Rs 10,900 crore in the food processing
industry under the Production Linked
Incentive scheme.
 The objective of Production Linked
Incentive Scheme for Food Processing
Industry (PLISFPI) is to support creation
of global food manufacturing champions
commensurate with India's natural
resource endowment and support Indian
brands of food products in the
international markets.
 The Scheme will be implemented over a six
year period from 2021-22 to 2026-27.
 The scheme would facilitate expansion of
processing capacity to generate processed
food output of Rs 33,494 crore and create
employment for nearly 2.5 lakh persons
by the year 2026-27.


4) Ek Bharat Shreshta Bharat
About the scheme
 The initiative 'Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat'
was announced by Prime Minister
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Narendra Modi on 31st October, 2015 to
commemorate the 140th birth anniversary
of Sardar Patel to revive a sense of
‘nationhood’.
The programme aims to actively enhance
interaction between people of diverse
cultures living in different States and UTs
in India, with the objective of promoting
greater mutual understanding amongst
them.
As per the programme, each year, every
State/UT would be paired with another
State/UT in India for reciprocal
interaction between the people.
It is envisaged through this exchange, that
the knowledge of the language, culture,
traditions and practices of different states
will lead to an enhanced understanding
and bonding between one another, thereby
strengthening the unity and integrity of
India.
The broad objectives of the initiative are as
follows:

To CELEBRATE the Unity in Diversity of our
Nation and to maintain and strengthen the
fabric of traditionally existing emotional bonds
between the people of our Country;
To PROMOTE the spirit of national integration
through a deep and structured engagement
between all Indian States and Union Territories
through a year-long planned engagement
between States;
To SHOWCASE the rich heritage and culture,
customs and traditions of either State for
enabling people to understand and appreciate
the diversity that is India, thus fostering a
sense of common identity
TO ESTABLISH long-term engagements and,
TO CREATE an environment which promotes
learning between States by sharing best
practices and experiences.

Why in News?
 Karnataka is paired with Uttarakhand
under the 'Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat'
initiative.
 The Nehru Yuva Kendra and NSS wings of
Universities in Karnataka organised
several national integration camps for the
youths of Uttarakhand visiting Karnataka.
For doubts and queries email us at
doubts@officerspulse.com
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THE HINDU EDITORIALS
1) India does not shine when only
some gleam
GS-2 Governance
NEWS
 A new architecture of economic growth,
which begins from the ground, is required
to create better lives for the majority.
INDIA’S POSITIONING IN GLOBAL INDICES
 The latest Global Hunger Index has
placed India at 94 position amongst 107
countries.
 Further Indian citizens are reported
amongst the least happy in the world
according to the World Happiness Report
released in March 2021 by the UN
Sustainable
Development
Solutions
Network. India has been ranked as low as
144 out of 153 countries. The report
compares citizens’ own perceptions of
their well-being.
 According to global assessments, India
ranks 120 out of 122 countries in water
quality, and 179 out of 180 in air quality.
LAPSING TO OLD WAYS
 New ways must be adopted to create a new
post-pandemic normal but sadly, the old
ways are returning. The government is
back to chasing its $5 trillion GDP target.
Wealth creators are being touted as the
solution for growth. Power is being
centralised.
INEQUALITIES HAVE WIDENED
 The pandemic has revealed structural
flaws in countries’ economies.
 According to a report released by the
World Bank, while India’s stock markets
rose during the pandemic and the very rich
became even richer, the number of people
who are poor in India (with incomes of $2
or less a day) is estimated to have
increased by 75 million.
 According to the report , this accounts for
nearly 60% of the global increase in
poverty.
 The pandemic has revealed that the old
economy was not good for migrant
workers, instead their “ease of living” was
often sacrificed for capital’s “ease of doing
business”.
NEED FOR NEW FRAMEWORKS
th
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India urgently needs a new strategy for
growth, founded on new pillars.
 Broader
progress
measures
are
required. GDP does not account for vital
environmental and social conditions
that contribute to human well-being and
the sustainability of the planet. These
factors are ignored as externalities by
economists.
WAY FORWARD
 A new architecture of economic growth is
required to create better lives for the
majority in India.
 The Indian economy must grow to create
more incomes for its billion-plus citizens.
 Until the incomes of all rise, India will be a
poor country from the perspective of the
majority of its citizens, no matter how
large its GDP.
 Moreover, economic growth must no
longer be at the cost of the
environment.
 Standard global solutions will neither
make their conditions better nor make
them happier.
 The universal solution for improving wellbeing is for local communities to work
together to find their own solutions within
their countries, and in their villages and
towns.


2) A road to progress
GS-1 Role of women and women’s
organization; GS-3 issues of buffer
stocks and food security; Technology
missions; economics of animal-rearing
CONTEXT
 Women dairy farmers have immensely
contributed to India’s ‘White Revolution’
despite the majority of dairy farmers own
only small landholdings.
 Also this achievement is testament to the
success of the dairy cooperatives models
that were at the heart of Operation Flood.
 The approach made it possible to enhance
backward and forward linkages in the
dairy value chain, paving the way for
freeing small farmers from the clutches of
middlemen, and guaranteed minimum
procurement price for milk.
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A
study
by
the
International
Development Research Centre (IDRC)
indicates that 93% of women farmers who
receive training alongside financial
support succeed in their ventures,
compared to the 57% success rate of those
who receive financial aid alone.
ENHANCED INCOMES
 According to latest data, there are more
than 1,90,000 dairy cooperative societies
across the country, with approximately 6
million women members.
 A study conducted on Women Dairy
Cooperative Society (WDCS) members
across Rajasthan showed that with the
income generated through dairying, 31%
of the women had converted their mud
houses to cement structures, while 39%
had constructed concrete sheds for their
cattle.
 Women-led cooperatives also provide
fertile ground for grooming women from
rural areas for leadership positions. In
many instances, this becomes the first step
for women in breaking free from
traditional practices.
TESTIMONY OF WOMEN FARMERS
 One of the many stories that stood out is of
Prem Bai from Rajasthan who never had
access to education or formal employment
but experienced a life transformation after
she became a member of the Bhilwara Milk
Union.
 She is now the main breadwinner in her
family and recently bought 25 acres of land
with the income she earned through dairy
farming.
CHALLENGES
 A major challenge in this sector is
information asymmetry among farmers.
 Statistics indicate that small and marginal
farmers have access to only 50-70% of the
resources that large and medium farmers
have.
 The presence of collectives in the form of
cooperatives and milk unions plays a
significant role in enhancing the
knowledge and bargaining power of
women.
WHAT IS BEING DONE TO ALLAY THESE
CHALLENGES?
 Institutionalising such inputs, the National
Dairy Development Board (NDDB) now
organises
farmer’s
orientation


For free learning, visit www.officerspulse.com

programmes across the country, under
which women farmers are trained in
scientific best practices on animal health,
fodder quality, clean milk production, and
accounts management.
 Also, innovation in organisational
structures has also spurred consistent
growth in this sector.
SHINING EXAMPLES OF SUCCESSFUL
WOMEN LED COMPANIES
 Recent years have seen the rise of womenled dairy unions and companies and the
NDDB has played a proactive role in
setting
up
women-led
producer
enterprises.
 For example, Shreeja Mahila Milk
Producer Company, which was started
with 24 women and now has more than
90,000 members, with an annual turnover
of approximately ₹450 crore.
 Last year, Amul Dairy released a list of 10
women dairy farmers who became
millionaires by selling milk to the
company.
 For instance, Navalben Dalsan Bhai
Chaudhary from Vadgam earned almost
₹88 lakh by selling 2,21,595 kg of milk in
2019-20, and Malvi Kanuben from Dhanera
earned about ₹74 lakh by selling 2,50,745
kg of milk.
 These testimonials of individual women
dairy farmers are all the more
remarkable for the fact that many of
them have not had a formal education,
but through the process of dairying and
working with larger collectives, such as
milk unions and cooperatives, they have
mastered the nuances of finance and
marketing.

3) Still no recognition of the third
tier
GS-2 Federalism
NEWS
 Recently the 15th Finance commission has
given its recommendation to the
government. In that, there are measures to
empower local government financially.
However it is felt by many that goal of
fiscally empowering local governments to
deliver territorial equity is still far away.
FINANCE COMMISSION MANDATES
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The primary task of the Union Finance
Commission is to rectify the vertical and
horizontal imbalances in resources and
expenditure responsibilities
between
Union and States, which after the 73rd and
74th Constitutional Amendments also
includes the third tier of local
governments.
 The present finance commission is fifth
after the 73rd and 74th amendment act
(incorporation of Part IX and Part IXA to
the Constitution).
 Unlike the previous Commissions, the
present
Commission
was
in
the
background of the COVID19 pandemic
which reinforced the significance of local
governments, gram sabha and other
participatory institutions in containing the
crisis and delivering social protection in
India.
POSITIVE
ASPECTS
OF
THE
RECOMMENDATIONS
 Vertical devolution recommended to
local governments is raised remarkably
high. From a measly share of 0.78% of the
divisible pool with an absolute sum of
₹10,000
crore
by
the
Eleventh
Commission, the Fifteenth Finance
Commission raised it to 4.23% with a
reasonably estimated amount of ₹4,36,361
crore. Compared with the Fourteenth
Finance Commission there is a 52%
increase in the vertical share
 All the Commissions since the Eleventh
Commission have tied specific items of
expenditure to local grants and the
Fifteenth Finance Commission has raised
this share to 60% and linked them to
drinking water, rainwater harvesting,
sanitation and other national priorities in
the spirit of cooperative federalism.
LACUNAE IN RECOMMENDATIONS
 The present commission have reduced the
performance based grant to just ₹8,000
crore and that too for building new cities,
leaving out the Panchayati Raj Institutions
(PRIs) altogether which were thoughtfully
introduced
by
Thirteenth
Finance
Commission earmarked 35% of local
grants specifying six conditions for
panchayats and nine for urban local
governments and covered a wide range of
reforms
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Many
conditionalities
have
been
introduced in the Fifteenth Finance
commission while giving performance
grants like improvement in own source
revenue by Panchayati Raj, publication of
service level benchmarks for basic services
by municipalities. There are also entry level criteria to avail the union local grant
like for example Panchayats the condition
is online submission of annual accounts for
the previous year and audited accounts.
 For urban local governments, two more
conditions are specified i.e. fixation of
minimum floor for property tax rates by
the relevant State followed by consistent
improvement in the collection of property
taxes in tandem with the State’s own Gross
State
Domestic
Product.
These
conditionalities are timely however there
are
apprehensions
of
bringing
substantive changes on the ground
because of quality of data not published
and quality of data produced.
 The transformative potential in designing
performance linked conditionalities for
improving the quality of decentralised
governance in the context of indifferent
states has been missed.
 The Fifteenth Finance Commission has
failed to carry policy choices forward
systematically. Articles 243G, 243W and
243ZD read along with the functional
decentralisation of basic services like
drinking water, public health care, etc.,
mandated in the Eleventh and Twelfth
schedules demand better public services
and delivery of ‘economic development
and social justice’ at the local level.
 While the grants to the primary health
centres must be acknowledged as a great
gesture, a good opportunity to ensure
comparable minimum public services to
every citizen irrespective of her choice of
residential location has not been taken
forward in an integrated manner.
WAY FORWARD
 There is a need to stick to Alma Ata
declaration of the World Health
Organization (1978) which focuses on
local government approach with focus on
water, sanitation and shelter.
 In the Finance commission stated objective
of balancing the union and the states there
is a need to include local government too.
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It is equally important to note that in the
criteria used by the Fifteenth Finance
Commission
for
determining
the
distribution of grants to States for local
governments, there is need to include not
only continuity, equity and efficiency.
In sum, if decentralisation is meant to
empower local people, the primary task
is
to
fiscally
empower
local
governments to deliver territorial
equity.

4) A missing science pillar in the
COVID response
GS-2 Issues related to health
NEWS
 India’s fight against the resurgence of the
coronavirus is a challenge requiring
strengthened data and better science.
CONTEXT
 Recently, there have been a sharp increase
in new cases and deaths from the Covid-19.
Maharashtra seems to be particularly
affected, but nearly all States are reporting
increases.
CONCERNS
 Emergence of new variants from the
original virus.
 Resumption of global travel meant that
spread of variants into India was
inevitable.
 Further, Evolutionary theory expects
SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID19, to mutate to become more
transmissible.
 However, the expected concomitant
decrease in lethality has not yet been
documented.
 The current surge is occurring more in
younger adults.
 The epidemiology of COVID-19 is poorly
understood, but some early understanding
of the transmission of the virus can enable
a more effective science-driven response.
For this, direct evidence is needed from
genetic sequencing of the virus.
 The patterns of infection in India clearly
suggest multi-generational transmission,
with younger adults the engine of
transmission into the elderly.
 Various surveys have consistently found
that half or more of tested urban
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populations have antibodies to the virus.
However,
 The high level of infection indicates that
this virus transmission is higher, on the
contrary low transmission is what is
required for herd immunity.
WAY FORWARD
 India needs to increase the quantity,
quality and public availability of actual
data to guide decision-making.
 Need for better understanding of the
unique
patterns
of
Indian
viral
transmission, which can be achieved
through
collection
of
anonymised
demographic and risk details (age, sex,
travel, contact with other COVID-19
patients, existing chronic conditions,
current smoking) on all positive cases on a
central website in each State remains a
priority.
 Re-programming sequencing capacity in
Indian
academic
and
commercial
laboratories is required for greatly
expanded sequencing of the viral genome
from many parts of India.
 Daily or weekly reporting of the total death
counts by age and sex by each municipality
would help track if there is a spike in
presumed COVID-19 deaths.
 Need for larger and better sets of serial
surveys is required.
 Finally, we need to understand better why
some populations are not affected. For
example, COVID-19 infection and death
levels in Thailand and Vietnam are
remarkably low, and cannot be assigned to
their stronger testing and tracing
programmes.
WHAT ELSE NEEDS TO BE DONE?
Counter growing inequity:
 India can learn from Chile, which has
successfully provided at least one dose to
over half of its population, while in India
affluent and connected urban elites are
being vaccinated quickly, but the poorer
and less educated Indians are being left
behind.
 Vaccination campaigns need to reach the
poor adults over age 45, without having to
prove anything other than approximate
age.
 Follow-up studies among the vaccinated
can establish the durability of protection,
and, ideally, reduction in transmission.
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Similarly, India must capture and report
data on who is vaccinated, including by
education or wealth levels.
Adult vaccination plan:
 The central government should actively
consider launching a national adult
vaccination programme that matches
India’s commitment and success in
expanding
universal
childhood
vaccination.
 Since, we might already be in the era
where major zoonotic diseases are not
once-a-century events, but once a decade.
Therefore, adult and child vaccination
programmes are essential to prepare for
future pandemics.
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More draconian steps, such as another
full national lockdown should be
considered carefully, as they incur a huge
toll on the poor and stunt education of
Indian children.
 The resurgence of COVID-19 presents a
major challenge for governments, yet
the best hope is to rapidly expand
epidemiological evidence, share it with
the public and build confidence that the
vaccination programme will benefit all
Indians.
For doubts and queries email us at
doubts@officerspulse.com
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INDIAN EXPRESS EXPLAINED
1) What is NISAR, the joint EarthObserving mission of NASA and
ISRO?
What’s in the news?
 NASA and ISRO are collaborating on
developing a satellite called NISAR (NASAISRO synthetic aperture radar), which
will detect movements of the planet’s
surface as small as 0.4 inches over areas
about half the size of a tennis court.
 The satellite will be launched in 2022 from
the Satish Dhawan Space Center in
Sriharikota, India, into a near-polar orbit
and will scan the globe every 12 days over
the course of its three-year mission of
imaging the Earth’s land, ice sheets and sea
ice .

Essentially, Synthetic Aperture Radar
(SAR) refers to a technique for producing
high-resolution images. Because of the
precision, the radar can penetrate clouds
and darkness, which means that it can
collect data day and night in any weather.
What are the primary goals of NISAR?
 Primary goals of NISAR include tracking
subtle changes in the Earth’s surface,
spotting warning signs of imminent
volcanic eruptions, helping to monitor
groundwater supplies and tracking the
rate at which ice sheets are melting.
 The data from the NISAR helps in better
understanding of the causes and
consequences of land surface changes,
increasing our ability to manage resources
and prepare for and cope with global
change.


2) Suez Canal’s bumpy history and
impact on global trade

What is NISAR?
 It’s an SUV-sized, all-weather satellite
satellite that is being jointly developed by
the space agencies of the US and India.
 The partnership agreement was signed
between NASA and ISRO in 2014,
according to which NASA will provide one
of the radars for the satellite, a high-rate
communication subsystem for science
data, GPS receivers and a payload data
subsystem.
 ISRO, on the other hand, will provide the
spacecraft bus, the second type of radar
(called the S-band radar), the launch
vehicle and associated launch services.
 Significantly, NISAR will be equipped with
the largest reflector antenna ever
launched by NASA.
 The name NISAR is short for NASA-ISROSAR. SAR here refers to the synthetic
aperture radar that NASA will use to
measure changes in the surface of the
Earth.
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What’s in the news?
 Global trade has been impacted after a
container ship got stuck in the Suez Canal
recently, the 193-km waterway that is
pivotal in connecting Europe and Asia.
 Located in Egypt, the artificial sea-level
waterway was built between 1859 and
1869 linking the Mediterranean Sea and
the Red Sea.
 As the shortest route between the Atlantic
Ocean and lands around the Indian and
western Pacific Oceans, the canal is one of
the busiest waterways in the world,
negating the need to navigate around the
Cape of Good Hope in Africa and thus
cutting distances by up to 7,000 kms.
Suez Canal’s Long History
 The canal has existed in one form or the
other since construction started under the
reign of Senausret III, Pharaoh of Egypt
(1887-1849 BC).
 In 1799, Napoleon’s efforts to build a
proper canal were brought to an end due
to an inaccuracy in the measurements. In
the
mid-1800s,
French
diplomats
convinced the Egyptian viceroy Said Pasha
to support the canal’s construction.
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In 1858, the Universal Suez Ship Canal
Company was tasked to construct and
operate the canal for 99 years, after which
rights would be handed to the Egyptian
government.

The French and British held most of the
shares in the canal company. The British
used their position to sustain their
maritime and colonial interests by
maintaining a defensive force along the
Suez Canal Zone as part of a 1936 treaty.
 In 1954, facing pressure from Egyptian
nationalists, the two countries signed a
seven-year treaty that led to the
withdrawal of British troops.
Egypt takes over Suez Canal
 In 1956, Egyptian President Abdel
Nasser nationalised the Suez Canal to
pay for the construction of a dam on the
Nile.
 This led to the Suez Crisis with the UK,
France and Israel mounting an attack
on Egypt. The conflict ended in 1957 after
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the United Nations got involved and was
followed by the first instance of the UN
Peacekeeping Forces being deployed
anywhere in the world.
 Even as the occupying forces withdrew
their troops, the UN forces were stationed
at Sinai to maintain peace between Egypt
and Israel.
Suez Canal crisis
 In 1967, Nasser ordered the peacekeeping
forces out of Sinai leading to a new conflict
between the two countries. Israelis
occupied Sinai and in response, Egypt
closed the canal to all shipping.
 The closure lasted until 1975, when the
two countries signed a disengagement
accord. The canal was the focal point of the
Arab-Israeli War of 1973, with the Arab
coalition led by Egypt and Syria.
An Economic Lifeline
 The canal continues to be the lifeline for all
trade between the West and East as 10
percent of the global trade passes
through it every year. The average 50
ships that pass through it daily carry about
$9.5 billion worth of goods, every day.
 The freight and cargo include everything
from crude oil to perishables.
Impact of Suez Canal blockade
 Recently, due to weather obstructions a
giant container ship, MV Ever Given, en
route from China to the Netherlands ended
up getting stuck in one of the canal’s
narrow stretches, thus blocking all traffic.
 Over 200 ships are stuck on both sides of
the canal putting stress on global supply
chains. The long-term impacts of this block
will depend on how long it lasts, but some
countries have already seen a rise in oil
prices after the blockage.

3) The 2006 Supreme Court ruling
on police reform and aftermath
What is the SC’s Prakash Singh judgment on
police reforms?
 Prakash Singh, who served as Director
General of Police (DGP) of UP Police, filed a
Public interest litigation (PIL) in the
Supreme Court post retirement, in 1996,
seeking police reforms.
 In a landmark judgment, the Supreme
Court (SC) in 2006 had directed all
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states and Union Territories to bring in
police reforms.
 The ruling issued a series of measures that
were to be undertaken by the governments
to ensure the police could do their work
without worrying about any political
interference.
What measures were suggested by the
Supreme Court?
 The seven main directives from the
Supreme Court in the verdict include fixing
the tenure and selection of the DGP to
avoid situations where officers about to
retire in a few months are given the post.
 The court stated that the DGP of states
should be appointed through a meritbased transparent process and secure a
minimum tenure of two years.
 It specified that other police officers on
operational
duties
(including
superintendents of police in-charge of a
district and station house officers incharge
of a police station) should be provided a
minimum tenure of two years.
 The apex court further directed
establishing
Police
Establishment
Boards (PEB) comprising police officers
and senior bureaucrats to decide
transfers, postings, promotions and
other service related matters of officers
of and below the rank of deputy
superintendent of police, while making
recommendations on postings and
transfers of senior ranks.
 Further, there was a recommendation of
setting up State Police Complaints
Authority (SPCA), with some independent
members, to inquire into complaints
against police officers in cases of serious
misconduct, including custodial death,
grievous hurt, or rape in police custody.
 Apart from this, the SC directed
separation of investigation and law and
order functions to better improve
policing, setting up of State Security
Commissions (SSC) that would have
members from civil society and forming a
National Security Commission at the
union level to prepare a panel for selection
and placement of Chiefs of the Central
Police Organisations (CPO) with a
minimum tenure of two years.
How did states respond to these directives?
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The Commonwealth Human Rights
Initiative
(a
non-governmental
organisation), in its report that tracked
changes made in the police force following
the 2006 judgment, found that not even
one state was fully compliant with the
apex court directives.
 Overall, 18 states passed or amended their
Police Acts in this time, not one fully
matches legislative models.
What has been the response of the Supreme
Court to these issues?
 Datas shows that bigger states like
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and UP have
been the worst when it comes to bringing
about systemic changes in line with the
judgment and that it is only the NorthEastern states that have followed the
suggested changes in spirit.
 States like Maharashtra make their own
laws that are not effective.
 The need of the hour is an all-India Act
that all states have to follow and small
changes can be made in exceptional cases
relating to the situation in a particular
state.
Why in the News?
 The landmark Prakash Singh judgment
was recently in news due to alleged
political interference in police postings in
Maharashtra.


4) Culex mosquitoes resurfaced in
Delhi
Why in the News?
 With the change in season and rise in
temperature, culex or common house
mosquitoes have made a reappearance
across the Delhi capital region.
What are Culex mosquitoes and why is
there a need to worry?
 Culex mosquitoes are known carriers of
some serious diseases like Japanese
encephalitis.
 Warmer temperatures are the main
reason for the appearance of these
mosquitoes. Their presence is especially
felt more in areas around floodplains in
East and South Delhi as it is an ideal
condition of breeding.
How are they harmful?
 Culex mosquitoes are known carriers of
Japanese encephalitis, a potentially life-
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threatening but rare viral disease that
causes “acute inflammation” of the brain.
 Unlike Aedes aegypti mosquitoes, which
spread dengue and chikungunya and breed
in clean water, culex mosquitoes breed
in unclean stagnant water. The number
of mosquitoes in areas along these drains
is more.
How is the weather contributing to the
increase in culex mosquitoes?
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The ideal condition for mosquitoes to
breed is when the temperature is between
10 degrees Celsius and 40 degrees Celsius.
This is the time to intensify the antimosquito drive.
For doubts and queries email us at
doubts@officerspulse.com
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RSTV BIG PICTURE
1) Tax on Digital Services
Context
 The United States has proposed retaliatory
trade actions against India and certain
other countries that have imposed or are
considering digital services tax on ecommerce companies.
 The United States Trade Representative
(USTR) has proposed to impose retaliatory
tariffs up to 25 per cent on a wide variety
of Indian products ranging from shrimps
and basmati rice to gold and silver items,
on grounds that India’s digital services tax,
also known as equalisation levy or
Google
tax,
is
unreasonable
or
discriminatory and burdens or restricts US
trade.
Base Erosion & Profit Shifting
 Following the financial crisis in 2008 the
G20 countries put tax at the top of their
agenda and have led the fight against tax
evasion and avoidance.
 Base erosion and profit shifting (BEPS)
refers to tax planning strategies used by
multinational enterprises that exploit
gaps and mismatches in tax rules to avoid
paying tax.
 BEPS practices cost countries USD 100-240
billion in lost revenue annually.
 The OECD/G20 Inclusive Framework on
BEPS has a global membership (including
India). The framework includes about
70% of non-OECD and non-G20 countries
from all geographic regions collaborating
on the implementation of 15 measures to
tackle tax avoidance, improve the
coherence of international tax rules and
ensure a more transparent tax
environment.
Equalisation Levy
 Equalisation Levy was introduced in India
in 2016, with the intention of taxing the
digital transactions i.e. the income
accruing to foreign e-commerce companies
from India. It is aimed at taxing business to
business transactions.
 Equalisation Levy is one of the
recommendations of the BEPS (Base
Erosion and Profit Shifting) Action Plan.
Applicability
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The two conditions to be met to be
liable to equalisation levy:
 The payment should be made to a nonresident service provider;
 The annual payment made to one service
provider exceeds Rs. 1,00,000 in one
financial year.
Services Covered
 Currently, not all services are covered
under the ambit of equalisation Levy. The
following services covered:
 Online advertisement;
 Any provision for digital advertising space
or facilities/ service for the purpose of
online advertisement.
Rate of Tax Under Equalisation Levy
 Currently the applicable rate of tax is 6%
of the gross consideration to be paid.
Other similar agreements
Double Tax Avoidance Agreement (DTAA)











The Double Tax Avoidance Agreement is a
treaty signed by two countries to help
taxpayers avoid paying double taxes on the
same income.
A DTAA becomes applicable in cases where an
individual is a resident of one nation, but
earns income in another.
The agreement is signed to make a country an
attractive destination as well as to enable NRIs
to get relief from having to pay taxes multiple
times.
DTAA does not mean that the NRI can
completely avoid taxes, but it does mean that
the NRI can avoid paying higher taxes in
both countries.
DTAA, signed by India with different countries,
fixes a specific rate at which tax has to be
deducted on income paid to residents of that
country.

Under the Double Tax Avoidance
Agreement, NRIs don’t have to pay tax
twice on the following income earned
from:
1. Services provided in India.
2. Salary received in India.
3. House property located in India.
4. Capital gains on transfer of assets in India.
5. Fixed deposits in India.
6. Savings bank account in India.
For doubts and queries email us at
doubts@officerspulse.com
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