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News @ a glance
POLITY

1) Ease of Living Index 2020
What’s in the news?
 The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
has released its Ease of Living Index 2020.
About the Index
 The 'Ease of Living Index' is an assessment
tool that evaluates the quality of life and
the impact of various initiatives for urban
development.
 111 cities across the country participated
in the Ease of Living Index 2020.
 Performance of the cities have been
measured on four broad parameters:
 governance and social, physical and
economic infrastructure.
Highlights of the Index
 Bengaluru has been adjudged the most
liveable city in India (with more than 1
million population category), followed
by Pune, Ahmedabad, Chennai, Surat, Navi
Mumbai, Coimbatore, Vadodara, Indore
and Greater Mumbai.
 Shimla topped the category of cities with
'population less than million'. In this
category, Bhubaneshwar was ranked
second, Silvassa came third, and they were
followed by Kakinada, Salem, Vellore,
Gandhinagar, Gurgaon, Davangere and
Tiruchirapalli.
 Municipal Performance Index 2020
 The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
also released the Municipal Performance
Index
2020,
which
rated
111
municipalities on their services, finance,
policy, technology and governance.
 Indore
topped
the
ranking
of
municipalities with over 1 million
population, followed by Surat and Bhopal,
and the New Delhi Municipal Council was
the best among civic bodies with under a
million population, followed by Tirupati
and Gandhinagar.

2) Swachh Survekshan
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What is Swachh Survekshan?
 Launched in 2016, Swachh Survekshan is a
ranking exercise taken up by the
Government of India to assess rural and
urban areas for their levels of cleanliness
and active implementation of Swachh
Bharat mission initiatives in a timely and
innovative manner.
 It is also aimed at inculcating a spirit of
healthy competition among cities towards
becoming India’s cleanest cities.
Who conducts the survey?
 The Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs takes up the Swachh Survekshan in
urban areas and the Department of
Drinking Water and Sanitation in rural
areas.
 The Quality Council of India (QCI) is in
charge of evaluating the performance of
the participating cities.
Why in News?
 The Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs has launched the field assessment
of Swachh Survekshan -2021.
 This will be the sixth edition of the annual
cleanliness survey.
Related Details
Quality Council of India
 QCI was set up in 1997 jointly by the
Government of India and the Indian
Industry.
 Its mandate is to establish and operate a
national accreditation structure and
promote quality through National Quality
Campaign.
 The Ministry of Commerce & Industry is
the nodal ministry for QCI.
 Chairman of QCI is appointed by the Prime
Minister on the recommendations of the
industry to the Government.
About Swachh Bharat Abhiyan
 Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM), launched
on 2nd October 2014, is a massive mass
movement that seeks to create a Clean
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India by October 2, 2019 (150th birth
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi).
 It has 2 components - urban and rural.
 SBM Urban aims for the elimination of
open defecation, conversion of unsanitary
toilets to pour flush toilets, eradication of
manual scavenging, municipal solid waste
management and bringing about a
behavioural change in people regarding
healthy sanitation practices.
 SBM Rural aims to make India an open
defecation free country. It seeks to
improve the levels of cleanliness in rural
areas through Solid and Liquid Waste
Management activities and making Gram
Panchayats Open Defecation Free (ODF),
clean and sanitised.
 The urban component of the mission is
implemented by the Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs, and the rural
component by the Department of
Drinking Water and Sanitation, Ministry
of Jal Shakti.
Phase II of SBM Rural
 In 2020, the Union Cabinet approved the
Phase II of the Swachh Bharat Mission
(Grameen) till 2024-25
 It will focus on Open Defecation Free Plus
(ODF Plus), which includes ODF
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sustainability and Solid and Liquid Waste
Management (SLWM). The program will
also work towards ensuring that no one is
left behind and everyone uses a toilet.
ODF+ and ODF++
 The Union Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs launched the ODF+ and ODF++
programmes towards sustaining and
maintaining the toilets built under SBM
Urban.
 It aims to further scale up and sustain the
work undertaken by the cities after
achieving the ODF status under Phase I of
the SBM-Urban.
 Cities that have been certified ODF at least
once, on the basis of the ODF protocols, are
eligible to declare themselves as SBMODF+ & SBM-ODF++.
 While ODF+ focuses on toilets with water,
maintenance and hygiene, ODF++
focuses on toilets with sludge and
septage management.
Phase II of SBM Urban
 In the Union Budget 2021-22, the Finance
Minister announced the rollout of Urban
Swachh Bharat Mission 2.0, which will be
implemented over five years from 2021.
For doubts and queries email us at:
doubts@officerspulse.com
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ENVIRONMENT
1) Footfalls in the flurry: tracking
the elusive snow leopard in
Himachal Pradesh



About Snow Leopard





Snow leopards have evolved to live in
some of the harshest conditions on Earth.
Their white-gray coat spotted with large
black rosettes blends in perfectly with the
steep and rocky mountains.
 Its main prey are ibex, argali and blue
sheep.
 Snow leopards live throughout the
mountains of Central Asia in Afghanistan,
Bhutan, China, India, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyz Republic, Mongolia, Nepal,
Pakistan, Russia, Tajikistan, and
Uzbekistan.
 In India, the snow leopard inhabits the
higher Himalayan and trans-Himalayan
landscape in the states of Jammu and
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Sikkim, and Arunachal Pradesh.
 This area contributes to about 5% of the
global snow leopard range.
 Snow leopards are categorized as
‘Vulnerable’ by IUCN.
Nature Conservation Foundation






The Nature Conservation Foundation
(NCF),
a
non-governmental
organisation, was established in 1996 as a
public charitable trust.
It is headquartered at Mysore, Karnataka.
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Their goal is to contribute to the
knowledge and conservation of India’s
unique wildlife heritage with innovative
research and imaginative solutions.
Using their knowledge of wildlife ecology
and human society, they design
conservation strategies that are locally
appropriate. These are implemented in
collaboration with local communities who
depend the most on natural resources, and
the governments that manage them.
Why in the news?
First scientific estimation of the population
of snow leopards has been done by the
Himachal Pradesh Wildlife Department
and Nature Conservation Foundation
(NCF).
This was a part of the Snow Leopard
Population Assessment in India (SPAI).
They used stratified sampling design to
estimate the snow leopard population over
an area of 26,112 sq. km.

Stratified sampling is a type of sampling
method in which the total population is
divided into smaller groups or strata to
complete the sampling process. The strata
is formed based on some common
characteristics in the population data.
What are the findings?
 From this dataset of 44 snow leopards
which were spotted, It is estimated that
the snow leopard population size in
Himachal Pradesh is likely to be 51
individuals.
 Lahaul-Spiti and Kinnaur districts of
Himachal Pradesh have the largest
presence of snow leopards in the state.
 The snow leopard density was positively
correlated with the wild prey density of
ibex and blue sheep, indicating that higher
wild prey densities corresponded to
higher snow leopard densities.
Use of this estimation
 It acts like a robust baseline for the wildlife
wing of Himachal Pradesh to set up a longterm monitoring project to track the
population of snow leopards and their wild
prey species.
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This also helps to understand that local
communities are the strongest allies in
conservation, if their concerns can be
factored into conservation planning.

2) World Wildlife Day 2021
About
 In 2013, at its 68th session, the United
Nations General Assembly (UNGA)
proclaimed 3 March – the day of signature
of the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES) in 1973 – as UN
World Wildlife Day to celebrate and raise
awareness of the world’s wild animals
and plants.
 The CITES Secretariat (at Geneva,
Switzerland) acts as the facilitator for the
global observance of this special day.
About CITES
 CITES (the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora) is an international
agreement between governments. Its aim
is to ensure that international trade in
specimens of wild animals and plants
does not threaten their survival.
 It entered into force in 1975.
 CITES is an international agreement to
which States and regional economic
integration
organizations
adhere
voluntarily. States that have agreed to be
bound by the Convention ('joined' CITES)
are known as Parties.
 Although CITES is legally binding on the
Parties, it does not take the place of
national laws. Rather it provides a
framework to be respected by each Party,
which has to adopt its own domestic
legislation to ensure that CITES is
implemented at the national level.
Theme of 2021
 The theme for this year was “Forests and
Livelihoods: Sustaining People and
Planet",
 It is to highlight the central role of forests,
forest species and ecosystems services in
sustaining the livelihoods of hundreds of
millions
of
people
globally,
and
particularly of Indigenous and local
communities with historic ties to forested
and forest-adjacent areas.
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Indigenous peoples and local communities
are at the forefront of the symbiotic
relationship between humans and forest,
forest-dwelling wildlife species and the
ecosystem services they provide.
 Roughly 28% of the world’s land
surface is currently managed by
indigenous peoples, including some of
the most ecologically intact forests on the
planet. These spaces are not only central to
their economic and personal well-being,
but also to their cultural identities.
 Forests, forests species and the livelihoods
that depend on them currently find
themselves at the crossroads of the
multiple planetary crises we currently
face, from climate change, to biodiversity
loss and the health, social and economic
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Why in the news?
 World Wildlife Day was celebrated on 3rd
March.
 On the occasion of World Wildlife Day,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi tweeted,
urging citizens to "do everything possible
to ensure protection of our forests and safe
habitats for animals".


3) Green bonds and greener
environment: Are they linked?
Introduction
 India is at a crossroads where balancing
between economic development and the
environmental health of its citizens has
become crucial. That is difficult for any
developing country to choose.
 India failed to reduce its carbon emissions
per tonne even when its per capita GDP
over the years was increasing (at a rate of
7-8 per cent per year).
 Without economic development, the
environmental health of a country cannot
be improved. This process is very
systematic and time-consuming, as it takes
years
to
make
investments
in
environmental-friendly technologies.
 But achieving Sustainable Development
Goals (SDG) for countries like India is very
crucial as the deadline they have put is
2030.
 How they will accomplish the target and
by what mechanism?
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Green Bonds and Green Financing have
been chosen as a model to develop
environmental sustainability since 2015.
 Let us look at what green bonds are and
what India’s position is.
What are green bonds?
 A green bond is a fixed-income instrument
designed specifically to support specific
climate-related or environmental projects.
 The green bonds finance projects aimed at
energy efficiency, pollution prevention,
sustainable agriculture, fishery and
forestry, the protection of aquatic and
terrestrial
ecosystems,
clean
transportation,
clean
water
and
sustainable water management.
 Such bonds also finance the cultivation of
environmentally friendly technologies and
the mitigation of climate change.
 The flows of green bonds are directed
from developed countries towards that
of developing countries.
 This ensures that developing countries
have enough resources to improve their
environment by using this capital raised
towards financing environmental-friendly
projects (focussing on cleaner and
renewable energy) and further increase
the research and development on green
technology to ensure a cleaner and greener
environment.
What is India’s position?
 Since 2015, the Indian green bond market
has been growing. Green bonds are
currently valued at ~ $3.2 billion.
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India has become the second-largest
market (after China) globally for green
bonds, with $10.3 billion worth of
transactions in the first half of 2019, as
issuers and investors continued to adopt
policies and strategies linked to
sustainable development goals, according
to the Economic Survey 2019-20.
 Green bonds have developed a large base
in the following years and are highly
preferred by investors and the issuing
authorities.
 India today ranks eighth in terms of the
issuance of green bonds.
How green bonds have helped?
 Through green bonds, finances are put to
build
 New mass transit system for daily
commute,
 renewable energy sources to lower our
energy bills
 significant number of jobs generated from
building new green and resilient
infrastructure.
 For these reasons, green finance and green
bonds in particular, may play a key role in
the forthcoming economic recovery. This
will bring in sustainability of the
environment and help achieve the SDGs in
the long term.
For doubts and queries email us at
doubts@officerspulse.com
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ECONOMY
1) Purchasing Managers' Index
What is PMI?
 Purchasing Managers' Index is an
economic indicator which indicates the
business activity & economic health of
both the manufacturing and service
sectors.
 PMI of India is published by Japanese firm
Nikkei but compiled and constructed by
IHS Markit, a London–based global
information provider.
 Unlike the Index of Industrial Production
(IIP), which indicates the changes in
production volume or output, the PMI is an
investor sentiment tracking index and is
more dynamic in nature. They are derived
from monthly surveys of about 400 private
companies.
 Variables used for calculating the PMI are:
Output, New Orders, Employment, Input
Costs, Output Prices, Backlogs of Work,
Export Orders, Quantity of Purchases,
Suppliers’ Delivery Times, Stocks of
Purchases and Stocks of Finished Goods.
How to read PMI?
 While PMI >50 implies an expansion of
business and economic activity, PMI <50
means contraction.
Why in News?
 According to the latest PMI data, India’s
factory activity expanded for the seventh
straight month in February, driven by
strong demand and increased output.
 Although the Nikkei Manufacturing
Purchasing Managers’ Index eased slightly
to 57.5 in February from 57.7 in January, it
was well above the 50-level separating
growth from contraction.

2) Cess & Surcharge
What are they?
 The Union government is empowered to
raise revenue through a gamut of levies,
including taxes (both direct and indirect),
surcharges, fees and cess.
 A cess is a tax that is levied by the
government to raise funds for a specific
purpose. Surcharge is an additional
charge or tax. For example: A surcharge of
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10% on a tax rate of 30% effectively raises
the combined tax burden to 33%.
 The main difference between surcharge
and cess is that surcharge can be spent
like any other taxes, the cess should be
spent only for a specific purpose for which
it is created.
 The Union government does not have to
share cesses and surcharges with the
states as they are not part of the divisible
pool of taxes that needs to be shared
with states.
Why in News?
 As per a recent report of India Ratings (a
securities rating agency), the share of cess
and surcharge in the gross tax revenue
(GTR) of the Centre has almost doubled
to 19.9% in 2020-21 from 10.4% in
2011-12.
 Since the cess and surcharge collected by
the Centre are not part of the tax
devolution, the 15th Finance Commission
recommended a higher grant-in-aid to the
States to compensate for the low growth in
tax devolution.

3) Anti-dumping duties

What is dumping?
 Dumping is the practice of selling a
product in a foreign market at an unfairly
low price (a price that is lower than the
cost in the home market, or which is lower
than the cost of production) in order to
gain a competitive advantage over
other suppliers.
Anti-dumping duty
 An anti-dumping duty is a protectionist
tariff that a domestic government
imposes on foreign imports when it
believes that the goods are being
“dumped” – through the low pricing – in
the domestic market.
 Anti-dumping duty is imposed to protect
local businesses and markets from
unfair competition by foreign imports.
Ill effects of such duties
 While the intention of anti-dumping duties
is to save domestic jobs, these tariffs can
also lead to higher prices for domestic
consumers.
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In the long-term, anti-dumping duties can
reduce the international competition of
domestic companies producing similar
goods.
Dumping and World Trade Organization
 The World Trade Organization (WTO)
plays a critical role in the regulation of
anti-dumping measures.
 The WTO Anti-Dumping Agreement
allows the government of the affected
country to take legal action against the
dumping country as long as there is
evidence of genuine material injury to
industries in the domestic market.
 The government must show that dumping
took place, the extent of the dumping in
terms of costs, and the injury or threat to
cause injury to the domestic market.
 In other cases, the WTO intervenes to
prevent anti-dumping measures.


For free learning, visit www.officerspulse.com

What’s in the News?
 The U.S. Department of Commerce is
preparing to tax aluminium sheet
exporters from 18 countries after
determining that they had benefited from
subsidies and dumping.
 President Joe Biden’s administration
determined that imports from Germany in
particular ($287 million in 2019) benefited
from dumping ranging from 40% to 242%.
 The same is true for aluminium alloy
sheets from Bahrain ($241 million), which
the administration said benefited from
pricing below the cost of production or the
local market of 83%. Imports from India
($123 million in 2019) have benefited
from subsidies for 35% to 89%, according
to the U.S. investigation.
For doubts and queries email us at:
doubts@officerspulse.com
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
1) Chabahar port
About Chabahar port
 Chabahar port, which is being jointly
developed
by
India,
Iran
and
Afghanistan, is located in south Iran on
the Gulf of Oman.
 Pakistan’s Gwadar port is about 70
kilometers to the west along the coast.
 Afghanistan is connected to the chabahar
port through its land border with Iran, and
India via the sea.
 Thus, the port is readily accessible for all
three countries and acts to facilitate trade
among them.
 In 2003, India, Afghanistan and Iran, under
the North-South Transport Corridor
framework, signed the Chabahar port
agreement, allowing all three countries to
utilize the Chabahar port as a trade hub.
 The first phase of Chabahar port was
inaugurated in December 2017.
Strategic significance of the Chabahar port
 It is an important pillar of Indian foreign
policy aimed at finding shorter routes for
its exports and imports, countering China’s
influence in the Indian Ocean region, and
circumventing Pakistan’s Gwadar port.
 Chabahar is the only port outside of
Pakistan that connects Afghanistan to
the sea.
 The port will also connect India to Central
Asian countries that are also major energy
producers in the region.

Why in News?
For free learning, visit www.officerspulse.com

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar and
Ports and Shipping Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya recently said that India wants
Chabahar port to be included in the 13nation International North South
Transport Corridor, and expand INSTC
membership by including Afghanistan
and Uzbekistan.
About International North-South Transport
Corridor (INSTC)
 INSTC is a land-and sea-based 7,200-km
long network comprising rail, road and
water routes that are aimed at reducing
costs and travel time for freight transport
in a bid to boost trade between Russia,
Iran, Central Asia, India and Europe.
 It is a joint initiative taken by India,
Russia and Iran.
 The ‘Inter-Governmental Agreement on
International “North-South” Transport
Corridor’ was signed by the three
countries in St. Petersburg, Russia, in
2000.
 Since then, 11 more nations have joined
the project: Turkey, Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Belarus, Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz republic,
Tajikistan, Oman, Syria and Ukraine.


2) OPEC & OPEC+
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About OPEC arrangement
 The Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC) is a group
consisting of 13 of the world’s major oilexporting nations.
 Countries that belong to OPEC include
Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, and
Venezuela (the five founders), plus the
United Arab Emirates, Libya, Algeria,
Nigeria, Angola, Congo, Equatorial
Guinea and Gabon.
 OPEC was founded in 1960 to coordinate
the petroleum policies of its members and
to provide member states with technical
and economic aid.
 OPEC is used to work as a cartel and fix
prices in a favourable band. It could bring

down prices by increasing oil production
and raise prices by cutting production.
OPEC Plus
 The 2014 oil crisis, which was accentuated
by oversupply of crude, brought down
prices below $30 a barrel. Since then,
OPEC has been working with non-OPEC
countries like Russia, Azerbaijan, Bahrain,
Brunei, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Mexico,
Oman, Sudan and South Sudan to fix the
global prices and supply.
 Known as the “OPEC Plus” arrangement,
this alliance kept production lower and
pumped
up
the
prices.

Why in News?
 OPEC and its allies OPEC+ have recently
agreed not to increase oil supply in April
as they await a more substantial recovery
in demand amid the COVID-19 pandemic.
 India, the world’s third-biggest oil
importer, said the decision by major oil
producers to continue with output cuts as
prices move higher could threaten the
consumption led-recovery in some
countries.
 India imports about 84% of its oil and
relies on West Asian supplies to meet over
three-fifths of its demand.

3) Senkaku islands dispute



https://www.thehindu.com/business/Ind
ustry/opec-move-to-hitrecovery/article34000058.ece
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Background
 The Diaoyu archipelago (known as the
Senkakus in Japanese) is an uninhabited
chain of islands in the East China Sea
claimed by China, Taiwan and Japan.
 In recent years, the increased presence of
Japanese and Chinese vessels in nearby
waters has heightened concerns about
possible clashes between the two
countries.
 The archipelago has been controlled by
Japan since 1895.
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Why in News?
 Japan recently dismissed China's claim
over disputed Senkaku islands and
criticized China saying the claim breaks
international law.
 Last month, a new legislation allowed
China's coast guard to use weapons in
waters it considers to be under its
jurisdiction. This raised the concerns in
Japan.
For doubts and queries email us at:
doubts@officerspulse.com
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
1) Super spreaders
Why in News?
 Experts remain divided on the question of
whether the slow yet steady rise in the
number of COVID-19 cases in the country
over February 2021 is indicative of the
onset of a second wave.
What is a second wave?
 A phenomenon of infections that can
develop during a pandemic. The disease
infects one group of people first. Infections
appear to decrease. And then, infections
increase in a different part of the
population, resulting in a second wave of
infections.
The global scenario
 Globally, nations in Europe that witnessed
a spike in May 2020 have slowly started
emerging out of the grip of COVID-19. As
the number of cases dropped, countries
also let their guard down, opened up the
economy, and resumed travel and nearnormal activity.
 In November 2020, the second wave
struck. Experts say countries in Europe
that had managed to get away lightly with
the first wave were nearly crippled by the
second one.
The Indian scenario
 After infections peaked in September
2020, cases across the country had been
steadily declining, with the exception of
Kerala, an outlier State that continued to
see high numbers after having seen initial
success in flattening the curve.
 However, in the last week of February
2021, the trend reversed, with some
States beginning to report higher numbers.
 The spikes are caused by a series of
super-spreader events, or clusters.
Who is a super spreader and what is a
cluster event?
 Super spreader is an individual who is
highly contagious and capable of
transmitting a communicable disease to an
unusually large number of uninfected
individuals
 Cluster event refers to an aggregation of
cases grouped in place and time that are
suspected to be greater than the number
For free learning, visit www.officerspulse.com



expected, even though the expected
number may not be known.
Outbreak carries the same definition of
epidemic, but is often used for a more
limited geographic area.

2) PSLV-C51
Why in News?
 ISRO successfully launched Brazil’s optical
earth observation satellite, Amazonia-1,
and 18 co-passenger satellites from
India and the U.S.A. from the Satish
Dhawan Space Centre (SHAR) at
Sriharikota on board the PSLV-C51
About the mission
 The satellites were carried on board the
PSLV-C51, the 53rd flight of India’s
workhorse launch vehicle and the first
dedicated mission for New Space India
Ltd (NSIL), the commercial arm of ISRO.
 Of the satellites launched, five satellites
belong to India including the Satish
Dhawan SAT (SDSAT) built by Space Kidz
India, a nano-satellite intended to study
the radiation levels, space weather and
demonstrate long range communication
technologies, and the UNITYsat, a
combination of three satellites intended
for providing radio relay services.
 The SDSAT developed by SpaceKids India
has an engraving of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on the top panel of the
satellite to show solidarity and gratitude
for the Atmanirbhar initiative and space
privatisation.
 The Bhagavad Gita was also sent onboard an SD card to give the scripture,
which teaches oneness as the highest
form of humanity, the highest honour.
Amazonia Satellite
 Amazonia-1, belonging to the Brazilian
National Institute for Space Research
(INPE), was launched by the PSLV.
 Amazonia-1 is the first fully Brazilianmade satellite, which would help to
monitor the Amazon forests.
 The satellite will further strengthen the
existing structure by providing remote
sensing data to users for monitoring
deforestation in the Amazon region and for
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analysis of diversified agriculture across
the Brazilian territory.
 The Amazonia-1 was injected in a sunsynchronous polar orbit. A Sunsynchronous orbit (SSO), also called a
heliosynchronous orbit, is a nearly polar
orbit around a planet, in which the satellite
passes over any given point of the planet's
surface at the same local mean solar time.
PSLV C51
 PSLV-C51 is the 53rd mission of the
Indian Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle
(PSLV) program.
 Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) is the
third generation launch vehicle of India.
 It is a four-staged launch vehicle with
first and third stage using solid rocket
motors and second and fourth stages
using liquid rocket engines.
 It is the first Indian launch vehicle to be
equipped with liquid stages.
Additional Information
NewSpace India Limited
 NewSpace
India
Limited
(NSIL),
(established under the Companies Act,
2013) is a wholly owned Government of
India
company,
under
the
administrative control of Department of
Space (DOS).
 NSIL is the commercial arm of Indian
Space Research Organisation (ISRO)
with the primary responsibility of enabling
Indian industries to take up high
technology space related activities and is
also responsible for promotion and
commercial exploitation of the products
and services emanating from the Indian
space programme.
 The major business areas of NSIL include:
1. Production of Polar Satellite Launch
Vehicle (PSLV) and Small Satellite Launch
Vehicle (SSLV) through industry;
2. Production and marketing of spacebased services, including launch services
and
space-based
applications
like
transponder leasing, remote sensing and
mission support services;
3. Building
of
Satellites
(both
Communication and Earth Observation) as
per user requirements.
4. Transfer of technology developed by
ISRO centres/ units and constituent
institutions of Dept. of Space;
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5. Marketing spin off technologies and
products/ services emanating out of ISRO
activities
6. Consultancy services
Bhagavad Gita
 It is 700 verse Hindu scripture in
Sanskrit that is part of Hindu epic
Mahabharata.
 It is set in the narrative framework of
dialogue between Pandava prince Arjuna
and his guide and charioteer Lord Krishna.
 The Bhagavad Gita presents a synthesis of
the concept of Dharma, theistic bhakti,
yogic ideals of moksha through jnana,
bhakti, karma, and Raja Yoga and
Samkhya philosophy.
Bhagavad Gita and Administration
 Bhagwad Gita also emphasizes virtues
that are indispensable for righteous
administration.
 Virtues such as an unagitated mind
(anuvignamanas),
firm
mindedness
(prajna pratisthita), disinterestedness
(anapeksas, udasinas), contentment with
one’s own duty (svakramaniratas),
indifference to pleasure and pain
(samaduhkhasusukhas), being the same
towards friend and enemy (samah
satrau cha mitre cha) to perform his/her
own most ethical manner.
 Gita implies that administrators occupying
their position should discharge their duty.
It also desires an administrator to be a
combination of a raja and rishi, i.e.
synthesis of selflessness (without any
consideration of personal affection) and
saintliness (no consideration of personal
gain)

3) E-Waste

What is E-waste?
 Electronic waste, also called e-waste,
various forms of electric and electronic
equipment that have ceased to be of value
to their users or no longer satisfy their
original purpose. Electronic waste (ewaste) products have exhausted their
utility value through either redundancy,
replacement, or breakage and include both
“white goods” such as refrigerators,
washing machines, and microwaves and
“brown goods” such as televisions, radios,
computers, and cell phones.
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Why in News:
 To deal with one of the fastest growing
waste streams, researchers at Indian
Institute of Technology, Delhi have
developed a zero-emission technology to
manage and recycle e-waste to wealth
About their methodology
 The researchers have adopted a
methodology that uses e-waste as an
“Urban Mine” for metal recovery and
energy production.
 Researchers said using their method, ewaste is shredded and pyrolyzed to yield
liquid and gaseous fuels, leaving behind a
metal-rich solid fraction. Pyrolysis is the
thermal decomposition of materials at
elevated temperatures in an inert
atmosphere.
 On further separation using a novel
technique, the leftover solid residue yields
a 90-95% pure metal mixture and some
carbonaceous materials. The carbonaceous
material is further converted to aerogel for
oil spillage cleaning, dye removal, carbon
dioxide
capture,
and
use
in
supercapacitors.
How it will help us
 It is helpful for various government
initiatives such as “Smart Cities Mission,”
“Swachh
Bharat
Abhiyan,”
and
“Atmanirbhar Bharat”.
The menace of e-waste
 E-waste causes groundwater pollution,
acidification of soil and contamination
of groundwater and air pollution
 E-waste consists of toxic elements such as
Lead, Mercury, Cadmium, Chromium,
Polybrominated
biphenyls
and
Polybrominated diphenyl.
 Some of the major health effects on
humans include lung cancer, respiratory
problems, bronchitis, brain damages, etc
due to inhalation of toxic fumes, exposure
to heavy metals and alike.
Global statistics
 According to a recent United Nations
University (UNU) report, global e-waste
will increase by 38% in the decade
between 2020 and 2030.
 There was 53.6 million tonnes (MT) ewaste in 2019, which is a nearly 21%
increase in just five years.
 Less than 18% of the e-waste generated in
2019 was collected and recycled.
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E-waste consisting of gold, silver,
copper, platinum and other high-value,
recoverable materials worth at least USD
57 billion was mostly dumped or burned
rather than being collected for treatment
and reuse.
Indian statistics
 According to the Global E-Waste Monitor
2019, India generates about 3.2 million
tonnes (MT) of E-waste annually.
 India ranks third among E-waste
producing countries, after the US and
China
 According to the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB), India has 312 registered Ewaste recyclers with a capacity to handle
approximately 800 kilo tons annually.
 However, formal recycling capacity
remains underutilised because over 90%
of the e-waste is still handled by the
informal sector.
 About 10 lakh people in India are
involved in manual recycling operations.
They are not registered and hence it is
hard to track the issues of employment
such as workers’ rights, remunerations,
safety measures, etc. These labourers are
from the vulnerable sections of the society
and lack any form of bargaining power and
are not aware of their rights.
Government Initiatives
E-Waste (Management) Rules, 2016
 The Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change notified the E-Waste
Management Rules, 2016
 The new E-waste rules included Compact
Fluorescent Lamp (CFL) and other
mercury containing lamps, as well as
other such equipment.
 For the first time, the rules brought the
producers under Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR), along with targets.
 Producers have been made responsible
for the collection of E-waste and for its
exchange.
 Various producers can have a separate
Producer Responsibility Organisation
(PRO) and ensure collection of E-waste, as
well as its disposal in an environmentally
sound manner.
 Deposit Refund Scheme has been
introduced as an additional economic
instrument wherein the producer charges
an additional amount as a deposit at the
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time of sale of the electrical and electronic
equipment and returns it to the consumer
along with interest when the end-of-life
electrical and electronic equipment is
returned.
The role of State Governments has been
also introduced to ensure safety, health
and skill development of the workers
involved in dismantling and recycling
operations.
Penalty for violation of rules has also
been introduced.
Urban
Local
Bodies
(Municipal
Committee/Council/Corporation)
has
been assigned the duty to collect and
channelize the orphan products to
authorized dismantlers or recyclers.

4) Arktika-M
Why in News?
 Russia launched its space satellite
Arktika-M on a mission to monitor the
climate and environment in the Arctic.
What is Russia’s plan?
 The Arctic has warmed more than twice
as fast as the global average over the last
three decades and Russia is seeking to
develop
the
energy-rich
region,
investing in the Northern Sea Route for
shipping across its long northern flank as
ice melts.
 Russia plans to send up a second satellite
in 2023 and, combined, the two will offer
round-the-clock, all-weather monitoring
of the Arctic Ocean and the surface of the
Earth
 The Arktika-M will have a highly elliptical
orbit that passes high over northern
latitudes allowing it to monitor northern
regions for lengthy periods before it loops
back down under Earth.
 The satellite will also be able to
retransmit distress signals from ships,
aircraft or people in remote areas as part
of the international Cospas-Sarsat satellitebased search and rescue programme
What is the Arctic?
 The Arctic is a polar region located at the
northernmost part of Earth.
 Five Arctic littoral states — Canada,
Denmark (Greenland), Norway, Russia and
the USA (Alaska) — and three other
Arctic nations — Finland, Sweden and
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Iceland — form the Arctic Council. The
Arctic is home to almost four million
inhabitants, of which approximately onetenth are considered as indigenous people.
 The Arctic is not a global common like
the Antarctic, and there is no allencompassing treaty that governs it,
except for the UN Convention of Law of
the Sea (UNCLOS).
The importance of Arctic
 Environmental: Climate change in the
Arctic influences tropical weather. The
Arctic
influences
atmospheric,
oceanographic and biogeochemical cycles
of the earth’s ecosystem.
 The loss of sea ice, ice caps, and
warming of the ocean and atmosphere
would lower salinity in the ocean,
increase the temperature differential
between land and oceans in the tropical
regions, dry subtropical areas and
increase precipitation at higher latitudes.
 Arctic research will help India’s scientific
community to study melting rates of the
third pole — the Himalayan glaciers,
which are endowed with the largest
freshwater reserves in the world outside
the geographic poles
 The Arctic presents huge commercial and
economic opportunities, particularly in
shipping, energy, fisheries and mineral
resources.
 Transportation: The Northern Sea
Route (NSR) is a shipping lane connecting
the North Atlantic to the North Pacific
through a short polar arc which could
improve trade in Russia and Scandinavian
countries. It is about 40% shorter than via
the Suez Canal or 60% shorter via the Cape
of Good Hope.
 Resources: About 22% of the world’s
unexplored resources, are in the Arctic
ocean, along with 25% of the global
reserves of rare earth minerals
Why Arctic is important to India
 Arctic warming and its effect on ocean
currents, weather patterns, fisheries
and monsoon can negatively impacts
India
 Monitoring developments in the Arctic will
contribute to the understanding of
climatic changes in the Himalayas.
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China in the Arctic, and its growing
economic and strategic relationship
with Russia has to be watched closely.
India and its Arctic Policy
 India launched its first scientific
expedition to the Arctic in 2007 and set up
a research station ‘Himadri’ in the
international Arctic research base at
Svalbard, Norway. It has two other
observatories
in
Kongsforden
and
Gruvebadet.
 India recently drafted a new Arctic policy
that aims at expanding scientific
research, sustainable tourism and
exploration of mineral oil and gas in the
Arctic region.
 The National Centre for Polar and Ocean
Research will lead scientific research and
act as a nodal body to coordinate among
various scientific bodies to promote
domestic scientific research capacities in
the Arctic.
 The policy objectives include
1. To coordinate among various scientific
bodies to promote domestic scientific
research capacities by expanding earth
sciences, biological sciences, geosciences,
climate change and space related
programmes, dove-tailed with Arctic
imperatives in Indian Universities.
2. Other objectives of the policy include
putting in place Arctic related programmes
for mineral/oil and gas exploration in
petroleum
research
institutes
and
encouraging tourism and hospitality
sectors in building specialised capacities
and awareness to engage with Arctic
enterprises.
NCPOR
 Autonomous Research and Development
Institution of the Ministry of Earth
Sciences
 NCPOR is India’s premier R&D institution
responsible for the country’s research
activities in the Polar and Southern Ocean
realms.
 The NCPOR operates to:
1. Store ice core samples, from Antarctica
and the Himalayas.
2. Manage and upkeep Indian Antarctic
Research Bases “Maitri” and “Bharati”,
and the Indian Arctic base “Himadri”.
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3. Manage the oceanic research vessel ORV
Sagar Kanya, the flagship of India's fleet
of oceanographic study vessels

5) Little Foot fossil
Why in News?
 Sophisticated scanning technology is
revealing intriguing secrets about Little
Foot, the remarkable fossil of an early
human forerunner that inhabited South
Africa 3.67 million years ago.
About the discovery











Scientists examined key parts of the nearly
complete and well-preserved fossil.
The scanning focused upon Little Foot’s
cranial vault — the upper part of her
braincase — and her lower jaw, or
mandible.
The researchers gained insight not only
into the biology of Little Foot’s species but
also into the hardships that this individual,
an adult female, encountered during her
life.
Little Foot’s species blended ape-like
and human-like traits and is considered a
possible direct ancestor of humans.
Little Foot, whose moniker reflects the
small foot bones that were among the
first elements of the skeleton found, stood
roughly 4-foot-3-inches (130 cm) tall.
Little Foot has been compared in
importance to the fossil called Lucy that is
about 3.2 million years old and less
complete.

18






Both are species of the genus
Australopithecus but possessed different
biological traits, just as modern humans
and Neanderthals are species of the same
genus — Homo — but had different
characteristics. Lucy’s species is called
Australopithecus afarensis.
Australopithecus could be the direct
ancestor of humans and more has to be
learnt about the different species of
Australopithecus to be able to decide
which one would be the best candidate to
be the direct ancestor of humans. The
human species, Homo sapiens, first
appeared roughly 300,000 years ago.
The Little Foot species was able to walk
fully upright, but had traits suggesting it
also still climbed trees, perhaps sleeping
there to avoid large predators. It had
gorilla-like facial features and powerful
hands for climbing. Its legs were longer
than its arms, as in modern humans,
making this the most-ancient hominin
definitively known to have that trait.

6) Digital Detox
What is a digital detox?
 A digital detox refers to a period of time
when a person refrains from using tech
devices such as smartphones, televisions,
computers, tablets, and social media sites.
 “Detoxing” from digital devices is often
seen as a way to focus on real-life social
interactions without distractions.
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Why in News?
 The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic has not
only upended the way we socialise or
interact with each other, but has also
altered the learning patterns of lakhs of
students with online classes becoming the
norm.
What are the issues?
 Students have been glued to their
screens for hours on end where otherwise
they would have been in a physical
classroom interacting with their peers and
teachers. The fallout is digital fatigue and
eye strain.
 School managements are now devising
ways to help students cope with digital
fatigue from reorganising holiday
schedules and limiting screen time to
holding wellness sessions and asking
parents to restrict their children’s personal
screen time.
What is the way out?
 Regular eye exercises, meditation and
take part in physical activities.
 Monitor the screen time of students and
restrict the use of gadgets for their
personal work.

For doubts and queries email us at:
doubts@officerspulse.com
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ART & CULTURE
1) Channapatna Toys
Why in News?
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has called
upon Channapatna toymakers to explore
the possibility of e-marketing their
traditional wares across the country and
the world.
About Channapatna Toys

Channapatna toys are a particular form of
wooden toys (and dolls) that are
manufactured in the town of Channapatna
in the Ramanagara district of Karnataka.
 This traditional craft is protected as a
geographical indication (GI) under the
World Trade Organization, administered
by the Government of Karnataka.
 As a result of the popularity of these toys,
Channapatna is known as Gombegala Ooru
(toy-town) of Karnataka.
 Channapatna toys have a 200 year old
history and are made out of wood — soft
ivory wood, teak, rubber, cedar or neem —
and lacquered with vibrant, natural dyes.
 Its history has been traced to the era of
Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan in the 18th
century.
 The fame of Channapatna toys was built on
the smooth quality and bright colours of
the products that were safe to handle.
 The Channapatna toys are laced with
vegetable dyes and colours devoid of
chemicals and hence they are safe for
children.
What is troubling the artisans?
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As the number of skilled artisans coming
up is dwindling and the new generation is
loath to enter the business owing to
inadequate returns, the toy town is facing
an acute livelihood crisis.
 The COVID-19 pandemic has also dealt a
crippling blow to the toy industry.
 Notwithstanding the challenges, including
a threat from China, there is a consensus
that the sector can regain its glory and
compete internationally provided there
was government support like guaranteed
higher wages, marketing, and other
initiatives.
Other traditional toys of India
 Kondapalli Toys- Andhra Pradesh- The
themes of these toys are derived from
Indian mythology and epics and also
depict rural life, animals, and birds; the
Ambari elephants and the Dasavatharam
set are especially significant. The dolls and
figurines are painted in vibrant colours
based on water or oil or vegetable dyes.
 Asharikandi Terracotta Toys- Assamemploys ancient artistic techniques to
deftly craft figurines of deities, animals,
birds, and also objects from ordinary life.
These are primarily inspired by traditional
beliefs and aesthetics and reflect on the
history of the religious and social customs
that are prevalent in the region.
 Thanjavur
DollsTamilNaduA
Thanjavur doll’s centre of gravity is fixated
at its bottom-most point, such that a
continuous oscillating movement is
generated. These are bobblehead and rolypoly types of toys and are made of
terracotta materials, marble, clay and wax.
The figurines include those of traditional
dancers like Bharatanatyam or Kathakali
and the couple of king and queen which
symbolise the royal dynasties that reigned
in Thanjavur.
 Natungram Dolls- Kolkata- Chiselled out
of seasoned wood and intricately painted
with bright colours, the dolls of Natungram
village in Burdwan, Kolkata, have rustic
artistry that is original and unabashed by
its lack of modern polish. The wave of
Bhakti Movement that flourished in Bengal
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during the 15th and 16th centuries gave
rise to the iconic pair of the Gour-Nitai
dolls that represent Sri Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu and his close disciple and
friend, Nitai.
 Wooden toys of Varanasi- Uttar Pradeshpredominantly use the wood of shisham or
eucalyptus trees to carve out the toys
according to their required shape and size.
The toys, which are attractive playthings
for children and cultural decors for
tourists, have no joints in them and are
made from the natural vein of the wood.
These toys, often lacquered, are cast into
shapes of religious articles, deities, birds
and animals, dancers and musicians.
 Dolls of Vilachery- TamilNadu- These
theme-based ‘Golu’ dolls, which are
arranged on display to tell a story during
festivities, are inspired and moulded into
figures of mythology, epics and folktale.
Sun-dried, these dolls are painted by hand
and finished within a few days.
The need for toys
 Most toys provide at least some
opportunity for children to learn. The
best toys engage a child’s senses, spark
their imaginations and encourage them to
interact with others.
 Toys are an important part of childhood, as
they educate the child on basic
physiological, mental and emotional
development. The activities and control
that is required to understand and operate
varying types of playthings instil in the
child the sense of shape and colours,
enhances cognitive ability and flowers
creativity.
Why should India focus on producing more
toys?
 India is home to 25 percent of the
world's children aged between 0 and 12
years.
 India possesses a rich history and
culture in the field of toy making.
 Indian Toys Industry is estimated to be
$1.5 bn making up 0.5% global market
share. The toy manufacturers in India are
mostly located in NCR, Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and clusters across
central Indian states. The sector is
fragmented with 90% of the market
being unorganized and 4,000 toy industry
units from the MSME sector.
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The toys industry in India has the
potential to grow to $2-3 bn by 2024.
The Indian toy industry is only 0.5% of
the global industry size indicating a large
potential growth opportunity. The
domestic toy demand forecasted to grow
at 10-15% against the global average of
5%.
 Global toy sales reached $90.7 billion in
2019, posting a 0.5% growth over 2018.
 Labour cost comprise almost 20 – 40% of
the total cost for toys and thus are an
essential input for this industry. Labour
costs in India are cheapest amongst the
other competing geographies
The Chinese Angle
 Made in China toys began to flood the
market post 1991. While China became
the toy capital of the world, India had little
success.
 Labour laws, taxation issues, lack of
technology and poor government
incentives meant no major industrial
house ventured into the segment.
Compared with China’s end-to-end,
integrated manufacturing facilities, India’s
small-size factories ensured there were no
economies of scale. Today China
manufactures almost 75% of the world’s
toys.
 Though Chinese toys are dominating
many countries are wary of it due to the
presence of toxic chemicals in it.
Government Initiatives
National Toy Action Plan
 The country has now graded the toy
industry in 24 major sectors.
 Government has included 15 ministries
and departments to make these industries
competitive, countries to become selfreliant in toys, and India's toys also go into
the world.
 Throughout
this
campaign,
state
governments have been made an equal
partner in developing the toy clusters.
Along with this efforts are made to
strengthen the possibilities of toy tourism.
 Toyathon-2021 was also organized to
promote Indian sports based toys and
more than 7000 ideas were brainstormed.


2) St. George’s Orthodox Church
Why in News:
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Centuries-old St. George’s Orthodox
Church at Cheppad, Kerala has faced the
risk of demolition for widening of National
Highway (NH) 66, but it is now set to be
declared a Centrally protected monument
of
national
importance
by
the
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI).
Why the church is special?







The church is one of the rarest in Kerala,
having
traditional
Kerala
church
architectural pattern with rare and
beautiful mural paintings on the walls of
the altar.
It is believed that the church was built in
AD 950, but some experts put the year of
construction at AD 1050.
Forty-seven murals are arranged in three
rows on three walls of the church. The
paintings include those of St. Paul with a
sword, the birth of Jesus Christ,
resurrection of Lazar by Christ, the kiss of
Judas, the Last Supper, Christ bearing the
cross and being flogged by soldiers, other
scenes from crucifixion, Adam and Eve
eating the forbidden fruit, and Noah’s Ark.
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These paintings, a blend of Persian art
and Kerala’s mural artwork, have drawn
enthusiasts from far and wide.
Christianity in India
 Christianity is said to have arrived in
South India with the arrival of St.
Thomas, one of the apostles of Jesus
Christ, at the Malabar Coast in 52 AD.
 St. Thomas Cathedral Basilica is a
Roman Catholic minor basilica in
Santhome, in the city of Chennai, India. It
was built in the 16th century by
Portuguese explorers, over the tomb of
Saint Thomas. In 1893, it was rebuilt as a
church with the status of a cathedral by
the British in Neo-Gothic style. This
church is one of the only three known
churches in the world built over the
tomb of an apostle of Jesus, the other
two being St. Peter's Basilica in Vatican
City and Santiago de Compostela
Cathedral in Spain.
 The spread of Christianity mainly in
India remained under two systems.
Medieval period
 The Portuguese in 1498 discovered the
sea route between India and Europe
and led to trade and cultural exchanges.
Scholars of Christianity were invited to the
Ibadatkhana built by Akbar for religious
discussion and Christian preachers have
visited the court of Krishna Deva Raya of
Vijayanagara Empire.
British rule
 Throughout the 18th and 19th centuries,
Catholic
as
well
as
Protestant
missionaries
preached
Christian
doctrines in India and also made
important
contributions
to
social
improvement and education in India.
For doubts and queries email us at:
doubts@officerspulse.com
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PIB ANALYSIS
1) Accessible India Campaign
About the campaign
 The Department of Empowerment of
Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD),
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment,
conceptualised the Accessible India
Campaign (Sugamya Bharat Abhiyan) as
a nation-wide flagship campaign for
achieving universal accessibility that
will enable persons with disabilities to
gain access for equal opportunity and
live independently and participate fully
in all aspects of life in an inclusive
society.
 The campaign targets at enhancing the
accessibility of the built environment,
transport system and Information &
communication eco-System.
Components of Accessible India Campaign
 Accessible India Campaign has the
following three important components
 Built Environment Accessibility
 Transportation System Accessibility
 Information and Communication EcoSystem Accessibility
Few of its Objectives involve:
 Conducting accessibility audit of at least 50
most important government buildings and
converting them into fully accessible
buildings.
 Enhancing proportion of accessible
airports.
 Enhancing the proportion of accessible
railway stations
 Enhancing the proportion of accessible
Public Transport.
 Enhancing the pool of sign language
interpreters
 Enhancing the proportion of daily
captioning
and
sign-language
interpretation of public television news
programmes.
Why in the news?
 Union Minister for Social justice and
Empowerment Thaawarchand Gehlot
virtually launched “Sugamya Bharat App”a Crowdsourcing Mobile Application for
sensitising and enhancing accessibility in
the 3 pillars of the Accessible India
Campaign
i.e.
built
environment,
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transportation sector and ICT ecosystem in
India.
About the App
 The app provides for five main features, 4
of which are directly related to enhancing
accessibility, while the fifth is a special
feature meant only for Divyangjan for
COVID related issues.
 The accessibility related features are:
 the registration of complaints of
inaccessibility across the 3 broad pillars of
the Sugamya Bharat Abhiyaan;
 positive feedback of examples and best
practices worth emulating being shared by
people as jan-bhagidhari;
 Departmental updates; and guidelines and
circulars related to accessibility.
 The App is made accessible for ease of
use for persons with disabilities also
with features such as font size adjustment,
color contrasting option, text to speech,
and having an integrated screen reader in
Hindi and English.
 It is available in 10 regional languages,
namely, Hindi, English, Marathi, Tamil,
Odiya, Kannada, Telugu, Gujarati, Punjabi,
and Malayalam.

2) Government e-Marketplace
About GeM
 Launched in 2016, the Government eMarketplace (GeM) is a 100 percent
government-owned company setup under
the aegis of the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry.
 It is a completely paperless, cashless and
system driven e-market place that enables
procurement of common use goods and
services with minimal human interface.
 GeM aims to enhance transparency,
efficiency
and
speed
in
public
procurement.
 GeM was developed with the technical
support of the National eGovernance
Division (Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology).
 In 2017, the government made it
mandatory for all the departments and
ministries to source goods and services
from the GeM.
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Vision
 To affect an evolution in public
procurement promoting a transparent,
efficient and inclusive marketplace.
Mission
 Institute a unified procurement policy to
encourage behavioral change and drive
reform.
 Establish a lean, dynamic organization
capable of continuous innovation and
market driven decision making.
 Build an easy to use, fully automated
platform to ensure transparency and
efficiency in procurement
 Demonstrate commitment to delivering
value by ensuring right quality at right
price
 Create a sustainable ecosystem covering
all stakeholders and driving inclusive
development in India
Why in the news?
 Indian
Medicines
Pharmaceutical
Corporation Limited (IMPCL), the public
sector manufacturing unit of the Ministry
of AYUSH had a recent tie up with the
Government e-Market (GeM) portal for
selling its products online.
Significance
 IMPCL is the only CPSE under Ministry of
AYUSH, Government of India and its prices
are vetted and finalised by the Ministry of
Finance (Department of Expenditure) for
their Ayurvedic & Unani Medicines.
 With this decision of GeM, the Ayurvedic
and Unani medicines of IMPCL will figure
on the GeM portal to hundreds of
government sector buyers, at prices
finalised by the Ministry of Finance,
Department of Expenditure.
 This will facilitate quick procurement of
these
medicines
by
Central/State
Government
institutions
for
their
healthcare programmes.

3) Pradhan Mantri Van Dhan
Yojana
About the scheme
 Pradhan Mantri Van Dhan Yojana
(PMVDY) is a retail marketing led value
addition plan for Minor Forest Produce
(MFP), meant for forest-based tribes to
optimize the tribal income, locally.

For free learning, visit www.officerspulse.com





Under the program, MFP-based tribal
groups / enterprises of around 300
members are formed for collection, value
addition, packaging & marketing of Minor
Forest Produces (MFPs).
It is an initiative of the Ministry of Tribal
Affairs and TRIFED.

About Minor Forest Produce
 'Minor Forest Produce (MFP)' means all
non-timber forest produce of plant origin
and will include bamboo, canes, fodder,
leaves, gums, waxes, dyes, resins and many
forms of food including nuts, wild fruits,
Honey, Lac, Tusser etc. The Minor Forest
Produces provide both subsistence and
cash income for people who live in or
near forests.
 A number of people from Scheduled Tribes
and other forest-dwelling communities
depend on the collection and sale of such
items for their livelihood.
 The Minor Forest Produce has significant
economic and social value for the forest
dwellers as an estimated 100 Million
people derive their source of livelihood
from the collection and marketing of Minor
Forest Produce (Report of the National
Committee on Forest Rights Act, 2011).
These tribal enterprises will be in the form
of Van Dhan Self Help Groups which will be
a group of 15-20 members and such 15
SHG groups will further be federated into a
larger group of Van Dhan Vikas Kendras
(VDVKS) of around 300 members.
 TRIFED will support the VDVKs through
providing them with model business plans,
processing plans & tentative list of
equipment for carrying out the value
addition work of MFPs.
TRIFED
 The
Tribal
Cooperative
Marketing
Development Federation of India (TRIFED)
came into existence in 1987. It is a
national-level
apex
organization
functioning under the administrative
control of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs.
 TRIFED has its Head Office located in New
Delhi and has a network of 13 Regional
Offices located at various places in the
country.
Objectives
 The ultimate objective of TRIFED is socioeconomic development of tribal people in
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the country by way of marketing
development of the tribal products such as
metal craft, tribal textiles, pottery, tribal
paintings and pottery on which the tribals
depend heavily for a major portion of their
income.
 TRIFED acts as a facilitator and service
provider for tribes to sell their product.
 The approach by TRIFED aims to empower
tribal people with knowledge, tools and
pool of information so that they can
undertake their operations in a more
systematic and scientific manner.
 It also involves capacity building of the
tribal people through sensitization,
formation of Self Help Groups (SHGs) and
imparting training to them for undertaking
a particular activity.
Main activities to TRIFED include:
 Retail Marketing Development
 Minor
Forest
Produce
Marketing
Development
 Skill up-gradation & Capacity Building of
ST Artisans and MFP Gatherers
 R&D
Development/Intellectual
Proprietary Rights (IPR) Activity
Why in the news?
 In Jawadhu Hills, Tiruvannamalai district,
Tamil Nadu, the Van Dhan tribal start-ups
programme, a component of the the
‘Mechanism for Marketing of Minor
Forest
Produce
(MFP)
through
Minimum Support Price (MSP) &
Development of Value Chain for MFP’
Scheme, has emerged as a major source of
employment for the local tribals.
About the tribals in Jawadhu hills
 Jawadhu hills is an extension of the
Eastern
Ghats
situated
in
the
Tiruvannamalai district of Tamil Nadu.
 The Malayali tribal people constitute
92.60% of the total population in this
block and their mainstay is through the
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non-timber forest produce and a variety
of trees grown on this patta land such as
tamarind, jackfruit, coconut, lemon and
plantain and gooseberry.

4) Border Roads Organisation

About BRO
 The Border Roads Organisation develops
and maintains road networks in India's
border areas and friendly neighbouring
countries.
 It functions under the Ministry of
Defence.
 It is engaged in road construction to
provide connectivity to difficult and
inaccessible regions in the border areas of
the country.
 It is staffed by officers and troops drawn
from the Indian Army’s Corps of Engineers,
Electrical and Mechanical Engineers, Army
Service Corps, Military Police and army
personnel
on
extra
regimental
employment.
Role of the BRO
In Peace
 Develop & Maintain the Operational Road
Infrastructure of General Staff in the
Border Areas.
 Contribute
to
the
Socio-Economic
Development of the Border States.
In War
 To Develop & Maintain Roads to Keep Line
of Control through in Original Sectors and
Re-Deployed Sectors.
 To Execute Additional Tasks as laid down
by the Govt Contributing to the War Effort.
Why in the news?
 BRO restored connectivity to 13 border
villages of Uttarakhand’s Chamoli district
cut off due flash floods in a record time of
26 days.
For doubts and queries email us at
doubts@officerspulse.com
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News in Depth
AIR NEWS
1)

Organisation
Cooperation

of

Islamic

About OIC
 The Organisation of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) is the second largest intergovernmental organization after the
United Nations with a membership of 57
states.
 The majority of its member states are
Muslim-majority countries, while others
have significant Muslim populations,
including several African and South
American countries.
 India is neither a member nor an
observer of the OIC.
 The OIC is the collective voice of the
Muslim world to ensure and safeguard
their interest on economic socio and
political areas.
 Its Headquarters is in Jeddah, Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia.
Why in News?
 Speaking at the United Nations Human
Rights Council (Refer Pulse 39 edition),
India asserted that the Organisation of
Islamic Cooperation has no locus standi to
comment on Jammu and Kashmir which is
an integral part of India.
 India’s representative said it is regrettable
that OIC continues to allow itself to be
exploited by Pakistan to indulge in antiIndia propaganda.

2) Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha
Abhiyan
About the Scheme
 Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan
(RUSA) is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme
which aims at providing strategic
funding to eligible state higher
educational institutions.
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The Ministry of Education is the nodal
agency administering the program.
Funding
 The Central Funding (in the ratio of 90:10
for North-Eastern States, Sikkim, Jammu
and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand and 65:35 for Other States
and UTs) would be norm based and
outcome dependent.
 The Funding would flow from the Central
Ministry through the State Governments/
Union Territories to the State Higher
Education Councils before reaching the
identified Institutions.
 The Funding to States would be made on
the basis of critical appraisal of State
Higher Education Plans, which would
describe each State's strategy to address
issues of equity, access and excellence in
Higher Education.
Vision
 To attain higher levels of access, equity
and excellence in the State higher
education system with greater efficiency,
transparency,
accountability
and
responsiveness.
 With the assistance under RUSA Scheme,
the state envisions an increase in the Gross
Enrolment Ratio [G.E.R.], quality, access
and equity in higher education and to build
a system that is not only responsible for
producing bright minds but can also
support sophisticated research in a
number of scientific and scholarly fields.
Priorities and Strategies
 The priorities of the state are:
1. Quality Assurance
2. Access and Equity
3. Infrastructure Development
4. Faculty Recruitment
5. Research and innovation
Why in News?
 Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal
Nishank chaired a review meeting on
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Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan,
RUSA in New Delhi recently.

3) Exercise Desert Flag
About the Exercise
 The Exercise Desert Flag is an annual
multi-national large force employment
warfare exercise hosted by the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) Air Force.
 The aim of the exercise is to provide
operational exposure to the participating
forces, while training them to undertake
simulated air combat operations in a
controlled environment.
 The participating forces will get an
opportunity to enhance their operational
capabilities. There will also be a mutual
exchange of best practices.
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Why in News?
 The Indian Air Force (IAF) is set to
participate in the Exercise Desert Flag-VI
along with the air forces of the UAE, the
US, France, Saudi Arabia, South Korea and
Bahrain for the first time.
 The exercise is scheduled from March 3 to
21 at the Al-Dhafra airbase in the UAE.
 The IAF is participating with six Su-30
MKI, two C-17 and one IL-78 tanker
aircraft.
 Over the last decade, IAF has regularly
hosted and participated in multi-national
operational
exercises,
wherein
collaborative engagements are undertaken
amongst the best air forces of the world.
For doubts and queries email us at
doubts@officerspulse.com
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THE HINDU EDITORIALS
1) A wolf in watchdog’s clothing
GS-2 Important aspects of governance,
transparency and accountability, egovernanceapplications,
models,
successes,
limitations,
and
potential; GS-3 Role of media and social
networking sites in internal security
challenges, basics of cyber security.
NEWS
 Recently,
the
central
government
introduced Information Technology
(Guidelines for Intermediaries and
Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021
to regulate all types of digital platforms.
IN THE GARB OF PROGRESSION
 Electronics and IT Minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad, while launching ‘The Information
Technology (Guidelines for Intermediaries
and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules,
2021’, presented it as a “soft-touch
oversight mechanism”.
 A government press note termed it
“progressive” and “liberal”. It also
claimed the rules seek to “address people’s
varied concerns while removing any
misapprehension about curbing creativity
and freedom of speech and expression”.
ISSUES WITH THE RULES
 There are concerns that these rules will
end up giving the government a good deal
of leverage over online news publishers
and intermediaries. This can have
implications for freedom of expression
and right to information.
 The rules force digital news publishers and
video streaming services to adhere to a
cumbersome three-tier structure of
regulation, with a government committee
at its apex.
 This is unprecedented in a country where
the news media have been given the space
all along to self-regulate, based on the
mature
understanding
that
any
government presence could have a chilling
effect on free speech and conversations.
 The new rules hardly provide comfort as
they pertain only to digital news media,
which is increasingly becoming a prime
source of news and views and not to the
whole of the news media.
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Further, it is of significant concern that the
purview of the IT Act, 2000, has been
expanded to bring digital news media
under its regulatory ambit without
legislative action.
 According to the rules, “Any person having
a grievance regarding content published
by a publisher in relation to the Code of
Ethics may furnish his grievance on the
grievance mechanism established by the
publisher.”
 Hence, this rule has enormous potential
for misuse.
INCREASED BURDEN ON SOCIAL MEDIA
PLATFORM
 The new rules have increased the
compliance burden for social media
platforms.
 Now, the bigger of these platforms will
have to appoint chief compliance
officers, to ensure the rules and the laws
are adhered to, and a nodal officer, with
whom the law enforcement agencies will
be coordinating, apart from a grievance
officer.
 Also, such platforms in the messaging
space will have to “enable the
identification of the first originator of the
information on its computer resource”
based on a judicial order. The triggers for a
judicial order that require such an
identification are serious offences.
 Thus, the rules require messaging apps
such as Whatsapp and Signal to trace
problematic messages to the originator.
CONCLUSION
 Though some amount of tightening of
policy is inevitable given new challenges,
but it would be wrong to imagine that by
implanting itself in the grievance redress
process or by making platforms share
more information, the government can
solve these problems.
 Instead, it could prove counterproductive
in a country where the citizens still do not
have a data privacy law to guard
themselves against excesses committed by
any party.
 Regulation has an important place in
the scheme of things, and the laws to
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combat unlawful content are already in
place. What required the most is their
uniform application.

2) Master and the roster
GS-1 Social empowerment; GS-2 Separation
of powers between various organs
dispute redressal mechanisms and
institutions.
CONTEXT
 The Supreme Court recently laid to rest the
proceedings inquiring into a conspiracy to
threaten the independence of the judiciary
on the basis of sexual harassment
allegations against the former Chief Justice
of India (CJI), Ranjan Gogoi. After two
years,
the
proceedings
remained
inconclusive.
SINGULAR POWER WITH CJI
 The end of proceeding into enquiry was a
missed opportunity.
 The court failed to recognise that if recent
experiences are anything to go by, the
threat to judicial independence comes
from the singular power of the CJI as the
Master of the Roster – i.e., the vesting of
exclusive discretion in the Chief Justice to
constitute benches and allocate cases.
 It was this power which enabled Justice
Gogoi to institute suo motu proceedings
despite being an accused; label the case as
a matter of judicial independence; and
preside over it.
 Thus, the Master of the Rooster power
makes the CJI’s office a sole point of
defence of the Court against executive
interference.
 However, this has a flip side. With the CJI
as the sole Master of the Roster, any
executive seeking to influence the
Supreme Court needs only a malleable CJI.
 Hence, a persuadable Master of the Roster
carries the danger of producing a
persuadable Court.
RELUCTANCE TOWARD REFORMS
 Foresighting
these
concerns
B.R.
Ambedkar had warned the Constituent
Assembly: “… after all, the Chief Justice is a
man with all the failings, all the sentiments
and all the prejudices which we as
common people have”.
 Yet, the Supreme Court has been reluctant
to dilute this power.
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In Asok Pande v. Supreme Court of India
(2018), a three-judge bench of the Court
held that Master of the Roster is the CJI’s
exclusive power.
 In Shanti Bhushan v. Supreme Court of
India (2018) rejected the plea that the
Master of the Roster should be interpreted
as the collegium.
 Therefore, while the CJI’s other powers
such as recommending appointments to
constitutional courts are shared with other
senior judges, the power of Master of the
Roster is enjoyed without scrutiny.
CONCERNS
 Reforms in the Indian judiciary have been
a continuing project, evident from the
institution of the collegium system in the
appointment process. However, this
system has failed to keep executive
interference at bay from the Supreme
Court.
 This is for two reasons:
 There is an attractive lure of postretirement jobs;
 As the privilege of Master of the Rooster
shows, the CJI’s allocation of cases is an
unchecked power.
WAY FORWARD
 The forthcoming judicial reforms should
address these two issues by providing for:
 A cooling-off period between retirement
and a post-retirement appointment.
 The power of the Master of the Roster
needs to be diversified beyond the CJI’s
exclusive and untrammelled discretion.
This can be done by vesting power with a
larger cohort of serving judges based on
public debate and introspection within the
institution of the Supreme Court.


3) The anatomy of a spring
ceasefire

GS-2 India and its neighborhood- relations
NEWS
 After registering 5,130 ceasefire violations
in 2020, along the Line of Control (LoC) in
Jammu and Kashmir (J&K), India and
Pakistan have issued a joint statement for
the first time in years, announcing that
they would observe the 2003 ceasefire
along the Line of Control (LoC).
SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS CEASEFIRE
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This announcement is a recognition in
New Delhi and Islamabad that they cannot
afford to let violence spiral out of control
given its inherently escalatory nature as
events, evident from Pulwama terror
attack in February 2019.
 The significance of this agreement lies in
its difference from the routine ceasefire
assurances that the two sides made till
January 2021. Its two distinct features are:
1. This was a joint statement by the two
Director
Generals
of
Military
Operations (DGsMO),
2. Unlike the previous declarations, the
recent agreement mentions a specific
date, i.e., the night of February 24-25, to
begin the ceasefire.
 Also, it will help New Delhi to defuse an
ugly two-front situation and a feeling of
being boxed in by an inimical Pakistan and
an aggressive China.
HISTORY OF INDIA-PAKISTAN CEASEFIRES
 The history of India Pakistan ceasefire
pacts and war termination agreements is
both complex and instructive.
 The Karachi agreement of 1949 which
ended the first war between newly formed
India and Pakistan, was the first ceasefire
agreement between the two countries
which, signed under the good offices of the
United Nations, created the India Pakistan
boundary in Kashmir called the Ceasefire
Line or CFL.
 The United Nations Military Observer
Group in India and Pakistan (UNMOGIP)
was mandated to monitor the ceasefire
along the CFL.
 The 1965 India-Pakistan war also ended
in a ceasefire, but since status quo ante
bellum was restored after the Tashkent
Agreement, the CFL in Kashmir remained
unaltered.
 However, the India-Pakistan war of 1971
would change that. The December
ceasefire which ended the 1971 war was
enshrined into the Simla Agreement the
following year.
 But unlike 1965, status quo ante bellum
was not restored by the Simla Agreement,
a decision that would have important
implications for bilateral relations.
 The Suchetgarh Agreement of 1972
delineated the ‘line of control’ in Jammu
and Kashmir which resulted from the
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ceasefire of December 1971 thereby
renaming the CFL as the LoC.
 By this smart move, Indian negotiators not
only changed the nomenclature of the
India-Pakistan dividing line in Kashmir
and the physical alignment of the border in
Jammu and Kashmir, but also made the
UNMOGIP presence in Kashmir irrelevant.
 Though the UN force was mandated to
ensure a ceasefire on the CFL, there was
no CFL after 1972, and, more so, the UN
was not even a party to the Simla
Agreement unlike the Karachi Agreement.
 The 2003 agreement between the
DGsMO, was a reiteration of the December
1971 war termination ceasefire, therefore,
technically even the February 2021
ceasefire too is a reiteration of the 1971
ceasefire agreement.
CONCERNS
 A ceasefire does not observe itself, rather
it requires a clearly articulated and
mutually-agreed upon set of rules and
norms for effective observance along with
an intent to observe them.
 The February ceasefire is an expression of
such an intent, but without the rules and
norms to enforce it.
 The Simla Agreement or the Suchetgarh
Agreement do not have those rules
either.
 The Karachi Agreement, on the other
hand, has clearly laid down provisions on
how to manage the CFL which, of course,
was overtaken by the LoC.
 Therefore, armed forces deployed on
either side of the LoC in Kashmir often
have to resort to the strictures enshrined
in the long-defunct Karachi Agreement to
observe the ceasefire mandated by the
Simla Agreement.
NEXT LOGICAL STEP
 Now that a joint ceasefire has been
declared, the next logical step is to arrive
at a set of rules to govern that ceasefire,
simultaneously engaging with each other
to find the probable solution for peace at
the border.

4) Recalibrating relations with EU
GS-2 Effect of policies and politics of
developed and developing countries on
India’s interests, Indian Diaspora
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CONTEXT
 The Atmanirbhar Bharat programme and
the Budget 2021-22 have set the tone to
bolster supply chains and achieve selfreliance.
 Realising this vision of a self-reliant India
would entail localising an increasing share
of value added along supply chains
through investments and phase-wise
reduction of import tariffs with strategic
partners such as the European Union (EU).
EXPORT POTENTIAL OF INDIA
 India has an untapped export potential of
$39.9 billion in the EU and Western
Europe.
 The top products with export potential
include apparel, gems and jewellery,
chemicals,
machinery,
automobile,
pharmaceuticals and plastic.
 Also, India benefits from tariff preferences
under the EU’s Generalized System of
Preferences (GSP) for several of these
products, such that India is among the
major beneficiaries of the EU’s GSP, with
exports accounting for nearly 37% of
India’s merchandise exports to the EU.
CONCERNS
 There are several products where India
has export potential in the EU, but these
have “graduated” or are at the brink of
“graduation” under EU-GSP.
 (Product graduation applies when average
imports of a product from a beneficiary
country exceed 17.5% of EU-GSP imports
of the same product from all beneficiary
countries over three years.)
 India’s exports of products such as textiles,
inorganic and organic chemicals, gems and
jewellery, iron, steel and their articles,
base metals and automotives are already
out of the ambit of EU-GSP benefits.
 There is also a likelihood of losing EU-GSP
benefits in other categories such as
apparel, rubber, electronic items, sports
goods and toys due to product graduation.
 In apparel, out of total India’s exports to
the EU in 2019, 94% was under EU-GSP.
This is indicative of the impact that the
graduation may have on apparel exports.
 Meanwhile, India’s competitors in apparel
exports such as Bangladesh would
continue to receive tariff benefits in the EU
under Everything but Arms Initiative.
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Another
competitor,
Vietnam,
has
concluded a free trade agreement (FTA)
with the EU in 2019.
 Thus, in light of the declining preferential
access and the plausible erosion of
competitiveness in the EU market, there is
clearly a need to deepen trade and
investment ties with the region.
TAKING CUE FROM PAST EXPERIENCES
 India’s negotiation for a Broad-based
Trade and Investment Agreement, which
commenced in 2007, is yet to be
materialised due to lack of concurrence in
areas like automotives and dairy and
marine products.
 A thorough assessment of the benefits
from FTA for domestic producers is
warranted, considering India’s past
experience of an unequal exchange of
benefits in several FTAs signed by it.
 India needs to consider the impact on
sensitive sectors, and possibility of
inclusion of safeguards such as sunset
clauses on concessions for some items.
 there should also be provisions for aspects
such as investment and non-tariff
measures (NTMs).
 India also needs to negotiate on
investment-related aspects with the EU to
enhance bilateral investments and foster
stronger value chains, especially in
technology-intensive sectors in which the
EU has a comparative advantage.
 Post-Brexit EU finds itself in the midst
of a growing need for recalibrating ties
with its partner countries. In such times
forging stronger ties with the region
through
a
mutually
beneficial
agreement could help strengthen
Indian manufacturing and revitalise the
failing exports.


5) Despite arbitration tug of war,
mutual settlement is key

GS-2
Government
policies
and
interventions for development in
various sectors and issues arising out of
their design and implementation; GS-3
Indian Economy and issues relating to
planning, mobilization, of resources,
growth, development and employment.
NEWS

31



The Permanent Court of Arbitration at The
Hague (PCA) ruled against the Government
of India in the cases of Cairn Energy and
Vodafone in the final quarter of 2020, and
India has decided to appeal against these
awards.
CONCERNS
 The year 2020 has been a welcome bag of
enhanced equity inflows, bold policy
changes and billion-dollar milestones for
Indian foreign direct investment (FDI)
landscape.
 But, the decision by India to appeal against
international decisions, have served to
puncture the bag of investor trust and
India’s
promise
to
honour
its
commitments to foreign investors under
bilateral investment treaties (BITs).
 Given increased FDI in India, it may not be
conducive to weave a web of litigation,
affecting stakeholders and exit routes.
THE HAGUE RULINGS
 Vodafone and Cairn Energy initiated
proceedings against India pursuant to the
ill-reputed retrospective taxation adopted
in 2012.
 As a result, on September 25, 2020, the
PCA ruled that India’s imposition on
Vodafone
of
Rs.27,900
crore
in
retrospective taxes, including interest and
penalties, was in breach of the IndiaNetherlands BIT.
 The PCA ordered the Government of India
to reimburse legal costs to Vodafone of
approximately Rs.45 crore. There was no
award on damages.
 Acting on this, India challenged the
decision.
 In December, 2020, the PCA ruled that the
Government of India had failed to uphold
its obligations to Cairn under the IndiaUnited Kingdom BIT by imposing tax
liability on it. Therefore it had asked GOI to
pay Cairn approximately Rs.9,000 crore for
the ‘total harm’ suffered by Cairn (UK
firm).
CARIN V. INDIA
 Cairn has reportedly initiated proceedings
in courts of the United States, the United
Kingdom, the Netherlands, Canada and
Singapore to enforce the award against
India.
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No proceedings have been initiated in the
natural jurisdiction for enforcementIndian courts. The reasons can be:
 Delays in Indian courts,
 Uncertainty in Indian public policy vis-àvis assessment of tax demands by foreign
tribunals,
 The Indian judiciary’s exceptional stance
on non-enforceability of treaty awards in
India may have been pivotal in Cairn’s
decision.
 Now the Government of India could deploy
defences of absolute or partial sovereign
immunity and public policy, depending on
the law of the place of enforcement.
CASE IN BRIEF
 In the Vodafone case, the Government of
India simpliciter imposed a tax demand.
 In the Cairn case, the Government of
India enforced the tax demand by a series
of unilateral measures such as the seizure
and sale of Cairn’s shares, seizure of its
dividends, and withholding of tax refund
due to Cairn as a result of overpayment of
capital gains tax in a separate matter.
LOGICAL STEP FOR GOI
 Since inception of the dispute, the
Government of India has fervently
defended its sovereign taxation powers.
 However, it is important for the
Government of India to pause and reflect
upon its international legal responsibility
to uphold treaty obligations.
 While entering into BITs, states make
reciprocal and binding promises to protect
foreign investment.
 In a tug of war, sovereign powers that are
legal under national laws may not hold
water before sovereign commitments
under international law.
 However, what it could use is a defence of
international public policy against tax
avoidance, and the sovereignty of a state to
determine what transactions can or cannot
be taxable.
LOGICAL STEP FOR CARIN
 It is essential for foreign investors to foster
synergies with India and tap into the
infinite potential that the market holds.
 India boasts of being among the top 12
recipients of FDI globally. The increased
FDI inflows in India over the years are
testament to the attractive investment
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opportunities available for foreign
investors in India.
 Therefore, it is important for parties to
foster open dialogue with investors and
explore alternatives that lead to the road
of settlement.
ARRIVING AT A SOLUTION
 The Government of India reportedly
welcomed Cairn’s attempts to amicably
settle the matter and engage in
constructive dialogue.
 During discussions with Cairn, the
Government of India has reportedly
offered options for dispute resolution
under existing Indian laws.
 One such possible option is payment of
50% of the principal amount, and waiver
of interest and penalty, under the ‘Vivad se
Vishwas’ tax amnesty scheme.
 However, this can be possible only if it is
considered to be applicable to decisions
made by international tribunals in favour
of the taxpayer under bilateral investment
treaties.
 Recomputation of tax liability on a long
term capital gains basis has also been
reportedly offered.
 While India has decided to challenge
the award and Cairn has filed
proceedings for enforcement, it is
hoped that the parties will actively
continue, in parallel, to identify mutual
interests, evaluate constructive options
and arrive at an acceptable solution.

6) Federalism and India’s human
capital
GS-2: Issues relating to development and
management of Social Sector/Services
relating to Health, Education, Human
Resources.
NEWS
 A decentralised approach and strong local
governments can enhance developmental
outcomes.
CONTEXT
 India’s human capital indicators remain
low.
 In the World Bank’s Human Capital
Index 2020, India is ranked 116th.
 The National Family Health Survey-5 for
2019-20
shows
that
malnutrition
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indicators stagnated or declined in most
States.
 The National Achievement Survey 2017
and the Annual Status of Education
Report 2018 show poor learning
outcomes.
 Further, these statistics could worsen due
to the COVID19 pandemic.
GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES
 Several government initiatives have been
launched to address these issues.
 The National Health Policy of 2017
highlighted the need for interventions to
address malnutrition.
 On the basis of NITI Aayog’s National
Nutrition
Strategy,
the
Poshan
Abhiyaan was launched, as part of the
Umbrella Integrated Child Development
Scheme.
The
scheme
aims
at
improving nutritional outcomes for
children, pregnant women and lactating
mothers. The latest Union Budget has
announced a ‘Mission Poshan 2.0’.
 The Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan has been
the Centre’s flagship education scheme
since 2018. It is an overarching
programme for the school education sector
extending from pre-school to class 12, with
the broader goal of improving school
effectiveness
WHY THESE INTERVENTIONS ARE NOT
LEADING TO BETTER OUTCOMES?
 Lack of funding: India spends just 4% of
its GDP as public expenditure on human
capital (around 1% and 3% on health and
education respectively) — one of the
lowest among its peers.
 Poor
Decentralization:
studies
demonstrate a positive correlation
between decentralisation and human
capital.
 In recent years, India has taken some steps
towards decentralisation. The Fourteenth
Finance Commission increased the States’
share in tax devolution from 32% to 42%,
which was effectively retained by the
Fifteenth Finance Commission.
 But, while the Constitution assigns the
bulk of expenditure responsibilities to
States, major revenue sources have been
assigned to the centre. This creates vertical
imbalance
which hinders
effective
decentralisation.
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The 73rd and 74th Amendments bolstered
decentralisation
by
constitutionally
recognising panchayats and municipalities
as the third tier and listing their functions
in the Eleventh and Twelfth schedules,
respectively.
 These include education, health and
sanitation, and social welfare for
panchayats, and public health and socioeconomic development planning for
municipalities.
 But, the Constitution lets States determine
how they are empowered, resulting in vast
disparities in the roles played by third-tier
governments.
 Hence, despite some shifts towards greater
State autonomy in many spheres, the
centralised nature of India’s fiscal
architecture has persisted.
 Centrally Sponsored Schemes have formed
a sizable chunk of intergovernmental fiscal
transfers over the years, comprising
almost 23% of transfers to States in 202122.
Implementations Issues
 Third-tier governments are not fiscally
empowered. The collection of property tax,
a major source of revenue for third-tier
governments, is very low in India (under
0.2% of GDP, compared to 3% of GDP in
some other nations).
 The Constitution envisages State Finance
Commissions
(SFCs)
to
make
recommendations for matters such as tax
devolution and grants-in-aid to the third
tier.
 However, many States have not
constituted
or
completed
these
commissions on time, and hence, the
Fifteenth Finance Commission has
recommended no grants after March 2024
to any State that does not comply with the
constitutional provisions pertaining to
SFCs.
WAY FORWARD
 To begin with, the Centre needs to rethink
the nature of its actions.
 It should play an enabling role, for
instance, encouraging knowledge-sharing
between States.
 For States to play a bigger role in human
capital interventions, they need adequate
fiscal resources. To this end, States should
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rationalize their priorities to focus on
human capital development.
The Centre should refrain from offsetting
tax devolution by altering cost-sharing
ratios of Centrally Sponsored Schemes and
increasing cesses. The unconditional
nature of vertical transfers should be
effectuated in spirit.
Leveraging the true potential of our multilevel federal system represents the best
way forward towards developing human
capital.
Investing in human capital through
interventions in nutrition, health, and
education is critical for sustainable
growth of the country. A decentralised
approach and strong local governments
can enhance developmental outcomes
is prerequisite for such investments.

7) Ending the war in Yemen

GS- 2 International Relations
NEWS
 The USA under the presidency of Joe Biden
has decided to end the U.S.’s support for
Saudi Arabia’s six-year-long war on Yemen
by halting the weapons sales to Saudi
Arabia. It has also appointed a Special
Envoy for Yemen, and removed the Shia
Houthi
rebels,
who
control
the
northwestern parts of the Arab country,
from the list of foreign terrorist
organisations.
 Both former Presidents Barack Obama and
Donald Trump looked away from Yemen
even as the country, amidst a multipolar
civil war and Saudi bombing, descended
into chaos and witnessed a humanitarian
catastrophe.
WAR IN YEMEN
 The crisis in Yemen is not only about the
Saudi-Houthi conflict, it has many more
dimensions such as: humanitarian, civil,
geopolitical and sectarian.
 In 2015, Saudi Arabia, the UAE and their
allies went to Yemen with a defined
objective: drive the Houthis, (backed by
Iran) out of the capital Sana’a and stabilise
the country under the government of
Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi that they support.
 Also, the Saudi-led coalition imposed a
blockade on Yemen, hoping eventual
weakening of the Houthis, along with a
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bombing campaign aimed at wrecking the
rebels militarily.
 This campaign was a failure as the Houthis
entrenched themselves in the north-west
despite the military and economic
challenges.
 The only success the Saudis had was in
limiting the Houthis to the north-west. But
the Saudi-backed government failed to
consolidate its position even in the south.
 The Houthis continued to amass weapons,
even technologically advanced drones
which they use to attack Saudi targets
across the border, despite the blockade,
while the Yemeni people continue to
suffer.
 A separatist group, the Southern
Transitional Council (STC), has established
its rule in southern Yemen. The UAE,
which backs the STC, has pulled out of the
Saudi-led coalition.
HUMANITARIAN CRISIS IN YEMEN
 The war has killed over 10,000 people and
pushed the country to the brink of famine.
 According to the UN, 50,000 Yemenis are
starving to death and 16 million will go
hungry this year. They are depending on
food assistance to survive, but the war is
making it difficult for aid groups to operate
in the country.
 Many more are dying due to preventable
diseases as Yemen lacks proper health
infrastructure and essential medicines.
WAY FORWARD
 Finding a solution to such a vexed,
multipolar conflict will not be easy.
 The international community should focus
on tackling the humanitarian situation in
Yemen.
 The Saudis should ask themselves whether
they should continue with their failed
strategy while the situation in Yemen
keeps worsening.
 The Houthis need to stop fighting and start
talking with other stakeholders if they
want international legitimacy.
 A ceasefire is in everybody’s interest but
the question is who will blink first.
 The Biden administration should use its
leverage to pressure Riyadh to lift the
blockade, a key Houthi demand, as a
confidence building measure and push for
talks for a lasting ceasefire.
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Once a ceasefire between the two main
rival blocs is achieved, the U.S. and its
regional allies could call for a multilateral
conference involving all stakeholders to
discuss Yemen’s future.
Yemen can find a way out of the current
crisis provided the war is brought to an
immediate end and the country is given
diplomatic assistance.

8) Patching the gaps in India’s
cybersecurity
GS-3 Challenges to internal security
through communication networks, role
of media and social networking sites in
internal security challenges, basics of
cyber security
NEWS
 Recently, there was a sensational report in
The New York Times , “China appears to
warn India- push too hard and the lights
could go out”, based on investigations by a
United States-based cybersecurity firm.
CONTEXT
 The investigations by the firm have raised
the possibility that the power outage in
Mumbai, on October 13, 2020, could have
been the result of an attack by a Chinese
state-sponsored group.
 Also, Maharashtra’s Cyber Cell report
showed that the grid failure was
potentially the result of “cyber sabotage”.
Meanwhile, the Union Power Ministry has
denied the linkage of the grid failure with
any cybersecurity incident, and blamed
human error for it.
ISSUES- INDIA HAS BEEN A TARGET
EARLIER
 India has been attacked by suspected
Chinese state-sponsored groups multiple
times in the past.
 In 2009, a suspected cyber espionage
network dubbed GhostNet was found to be
targeting, amongst others, the Tibetan
government in exile in India, and many
Indian embassies.
 Later researchers found the Shadow
Network, a vast cyber espionage operation
which extensively targeted Indian entities,
including military establishments, news
publications, and even the National
Security Council Secretariat itself. There

35
was evidence that confidential documents
had been accessed by the attackers.
 Subsequently, there were a number of
attacks that targeted India, including
Stuxnet, which had also taken down
nuclear reactors in Iran; Suckfly, which
targeted not just government but also
private entities; and Dtrack which first
targeted Indian banks, and later the
Kudankulam nuclear power plant (Tamil
Nadu) in 2019.
PERFUNCTORY
RESPONSE
BY
GOVERNMENT
 Despite the serious questions being raised
by the parliamentarians, neither the report
from the Shadow Network investigation,
nor any other, has ever been tabled in
Parliament, nor even a redacted version
made public.
MURKY SITUATION
 It is to be noted that, while there is much
evidence to show that Chinese state
sponsored groups were responsible for
many
of
these
attacks,
Chinese
cybersecurity agencies have also helped
the security community in dismantling the
infrastructure behind some of these
attacks.
 Also, the documents released by WikiLeaks
show that groups such as the Central
Intelligence Agency’s UMBRAGE project
have advanced capabilities of misdirecting
attribution to another nationstate (“false
flag attacks”) by leaving behind false
“fingerprints” for investigators to find.
WAYFORWARD
 There needs to be a robust institutional
posture and political acumen in publicly
dealing with these issues.
 Appraising lawmakers of the scale and
depth of the damage wrought is critical to
enabling meaningful public discussions
and crafting a robust response.
INDIA’S INSTITUTIONAL SECURITY
 Over the past two decades, India has made
a significant effort at crafting institutional
machinery.
 It has focussed on cyber resilience
spanning several government entities.
 the National Security Council, usually
chaired by the National Security Adviser
(NSA), and plays a key role in shaping
India’s cyber policy ecosystem.
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The NSA also chairs the National
Information Board, which is meant to be
the apex body for cross ministry
coordination
on
cybersecurity
policymaking.
 The
National
Critical
Information
Infrastructure
Protection
Centre
established under the National Technical
Research Organisation in January 2014
was mandated to facilitate the protection
of critical information infrastructure.
 In 2015, the Prime Minister established
the office of the National Cyber Security
Coordinator who advises the Prime
Minister on strategic cyber security issues.
 India’s Computer Emergency Response
Team (CERTIn), which is the nodal entity
responding to various cybersecurity
threats to noncritical infrastructure comes
under the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology (MEITY).
 The Ministry of Defence has recently
upgraded the Defence Information
Assurance and Research Agency to
establish the Defence Cyber Agency.
 DCA is a tri service command of the Indian
armed forces to coordinate and control
joint cyber operations, and craft India’s
cyber doctrine.
 Finally, the Ministry of Home Affairs
oversees
multiple
similarlynamed
“coordination centres” that focus on law
enforcement efforts to address cybercrime,
espionage and terrorism, while the
Ministry of External Affairs coordinates
India’s cyber diplomacy push — both
bilaterally with other countries, and at
international fora like the United Nations.
ISSUE- WITH INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK
AND WAYFORWARD
 This framework is inflicted with concerns
around effective coordination, overlapping
responsibilities and lack of clear
institutional
boundaries
and
accountability.
 This needs to be clarified in India’s
upcoming National Cyber Security Strategy
yet to be released.
 Ensuring coherence and coordination
between these different actors should be
the primary goal of the new strategy.
ISSUE- UNCLEAR DOCTRINE ON CYBER
CONFLICTS


36
India is yet to clearly articulate a doctrine
that holistically captures its approach to
cyber conflict, either for conducting
offensive cyber operations, or the extent
and scope of countermeasures against
cyber attacks.
 While reports indicate that India too
engages in targeted cyber-attacks, the
rules of engagement for that too are
unclear.
 This is unlike India’s approach to other
global security regimes such as the ‘No
First Use’ nuclear power.
WAYFORWARD
 India has been an active participant in
processes within the First Committee of
the United Nations General Assembly
dealing with issues of disarmament and
international security.
 While the Indian delegation has made
public some of their intervention, India’s
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long-term strategic thinking on core issues
of debate at these fora remains relatively
unknown.
 India needs to make a precise articulation
of how international law applies to
cyberspace. This could mould the global
governance debate to further India’s
strategic interests and capabilities.
 In particular, this should include:
 Positioning on non-binding norms
 Positioning on legal obligations on red
lines with respect to cyberspace-targets
that should be considered illegitimate due
to their significance for human life, such as
health-care systems, electricity grids,
water supply, and financial systems
For doubts and queries email us at
doubts@officerspulse.com
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INDIAN EXPRESS EXPLAINED
1) Revising Food Security Act:
why, how, and implications for
Centre, states
Why in the news?
 NITI aayog has recently circulated a
discussion paper on a proposed revision in
the National Food Security Act (NFSA),
2013.
 Let us discuss the existing act, know what
are the issues, what are the revisions
proposed and what will be the
implications.
About National Food Security Act 2013
 The National Food Security Act, (NFSA)
2013 marks a paradigm shift in the
approach to food security from welfare to
rights based approach.
 The Act legally entitled upto 75% of the
rural population and 50% of the urban
population to receive subsidized food
grains
under
Targeted
Public
Distribution System.
 Persons
belonging
to
“eligible
households” to receive foodgrains at
subsidised price– rice at Rs 3/kg, wheat at
Rs 2/kg and coarse grain at Rs 1/kg —
under the Targeted Public Distribution
System (TPDS). These are called central
issue prices (CIPs).
 The term “eligible households” comprises
two categories — “priority households”,
and families covered by the Antyodaya
Anna Yojana (AAY). Priority households
are entitled to receive 5 kg of foodgrains
per person per month, whereas AAY
households are entitled to 35 kg per
month at the same prices.
 About two thirds of the population
therefore is covered under the Act to
receive highly subsidised foodgrains.
 The National Food Security Act, (NFSA)
2013 is being implemented in all the
States/UTs, on an all India basis.
 The identification of beneficiaries by
States/UTs is a continuous process, which
involves
exclusion
of
ineligible/fake/duplicate ration cards and
also exclusion on account of death,
migration etc. and inclusion on account of
For free learning, visit www.officerspulse.com

birth as also that of genuine left-out
households.
What are the issues?
 Revisions of subsidised prices
 The subsidised prices were fixed for “a
period of three years from the date of
commencement of the Act”. If we consider
2013 as the year of commencement, then
in 2016 3 years are complete. But the
government has yet not revised the
subsidised prices.
 The Economic Survey of 2020-21 had
recommended a revision in the CIPs.
 To revise the prices, the government can
amend Schedule-I through a notification, a
copy of which has to be laid before each
House of Parliament as soon as possible
after it is issued.

Extent of coverage
 81.35 crore persons are covered under
NFSA currently with 75:50 in rural and
urban population respectively.
 The total number of persons to be covered
in such rural and urban areas of the State
shall be calculated on the basis of the
population estimates as per the census.
 The number of NFSA beneficiaries was
frozen in 2013 in states. However, given
the population increase since then, there
have been demands from the states and
union territories to update the list by
ensuring an annual updating system under
NFSA.
What is NITI aayog proposing and what are
its implications?
 The NITI Aayog has suggested that the
national rural and urban coverage ratio be
reduced from the existing 75-50 to 60-40.

Implications
 If this reduction happens, the number of
beneficiaries under the NFSA will drop to
71.62 crore. The Centre can save up to Rs
47,229 crore.
 However, the move may be opposed by
some of the states.
What if this doesn’t happen?
 If the rural-urban coverage ratio remains
at 75-50, then the total number of people
covered will increase from the existing
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81.35 crore to 89.52 crore —an increase of
8.17 crore.
It will result in an additional subsidy
requirement of Rs 14, 800 crore.





2) The Simlipal forest fire, and
why it is a matter of concern
Why in the news?
 Forest fire in the Similipal Biosphere
Reserve was brought into control after a
week's effort.
What is Biosphere Reserve?

Core Areas
 It comprises a strictly protected zone that
contributes to the conservation of
landscapes, ecosystems, species and
genetic variation
Buffer Zones
 It surrounds or adjoins the core area(s),
and is used for activities compatible with
sound ecological practices that can
reinforce scientific research, monitoring,
training and education.
Transition Area
 The transition area is where communities
foster socio-culturally and ecologically
sustainable
economic
and
human
activities.
About Similipal Biosphere Reserve
 Similipal, which derives its name from
‘Simul’ (silk cotton) tree, is a national
park and a tiger reserve situated in the
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Biosphere reserves are areas of terrestrial
and coastal ecosystems promoting
solutions to reconcile the conservation of
biodiversity with its sustainable use.
They are internationally recognized (by
UNESCO), nominated by national
governments and remain under sovereign
jurisdiction of the states where they are
located.
Biosphere reserves serve in some ways as
“living laboratories” for testing out and
demonstrating integrated management of
land, water and biodiversity.

northern part of Odisha’s Mayurbhanj
district.
Similipal and the adjoining areas, was
declared a biosphere reserve by the
Government of India in 1994. It lies in the
Eastern Ghats.

Sal is a dominant tree species and is
home to a large biodiversity.

Similipal and Forest Fires
 The Similipal forest area remains
vulnerable to forest fires during the onset
of Summer.
 This duration coincides with the shedding
of deciduous forests in the forest areas.
The fallen leaves are more vulnerable to
catching fire and facilitate the spreading of
these forest fires quickly over the entire
forest area.
Main factors of Forest fires in Similipal
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Natural causes such as lighting or even
soaring temperatures.
Instances of poaching and hunting
wherein the poachers set a small patch of
forest on fire to divert the wild animals
can lead to such fires.
Forest areas are also set on fire by
villagers to clear the dry leaves on the

How is forest fire controlled?
 By creating fire lines: The forest fire lines
which are strips kept clear of vegetation,
help break the forest into compartments to
prevent fires from spreading
 Clearing sites of dried biomass,
 Crackdown on poachers.
 Awareness programmes are also being
initiated at a community level to prevent
such incidents.

3) Lateral entry and issue of
reservation
Why in the news?
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ground for easy collection of mahua
flowers. These flowers are used to
prepare a drink which is addictive in
nature.
Villagers also believe burning patches of
sal trees will lead to better growth.

The UPSC issued an advertisement seeking
applications for three posts of Joint
Secretary and 27 of Director in central
government Departments.
These individuals would make a "lateral
entry" into the government secretariat for
5 years.
These posts were “unreserved”, meaning
there were no quotas for SCs, STs and
OBCs.
Let us understand what is meant by lateral
entry, what is government reasoning
behind the lateral entry process and what
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are the criticisms regarding reservation it
is facing.
What is lateral entry?
 Based on NITI Aayog’s three-year Action
Agenda and the Sectoral Group of
Secretaries (SGoS) on Governance in its
report 2017, the started induction of
personnel at middle and senior
management levels in the central
government. This way induction is called
lateral entry.
 Earlier these middle and senior
management positions were given to
bureaucrats from the All India Services/
Central Civil Services.
What is the government's rationale to it?
 The government has argued in the upper
house that the lateral recruitment is aimed
at achieving the twin objectives of
bringing in fresh talent as well as
augment the availability of manpower.
 In 2019 after a notification, 9 individuals
were appointed on 3 year agreement at
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Joint Secretary posts in different
ministries.
What are some shortcomings?
 Groups representing SCs, STs and OBCs
have protested the fact that there is no
reservation in these appointments.
 Reason given by the government: As per
the currently applicable “13-point
roster”, there is no reservation up to three
posts. Since, all the lateral entry
recruitment is happening for a single post
the reservation concept cannot be applied.
 Each of the nine individuals appointed in
2019 was recruited as a separate
appointment — had they been considered
as a group of nine, there would have been
at least two seats for OBCs and one seat for
an SC candidate as per the Centre’s
reservation rules.
For doubts and queries email us at
doubts@officerspulse.com
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RSTV BIG PICTURE
1) Bioscience to Bioeconomy
Recently, the BIO-INDIA 2021 Summit, a 3day event was held by the Department of
Biotechnology.
 Theme: Transforming lives -Bioscience
to Bioeconomy
Potential of Biotechnology Sector towards
aiding India’s Growth
 The Biotechnology Sector is recognised as
the Sunshine sector with approximately
3% share in the global Biotechnology
industry and is among the top-12
destinations for biotechnology in the
world proving one of the key drivers for
contributing to India's USD 5 Trillion
economy target by 2024.
 According to the World Bank's Ease of
Doing Business Report 2020, India is now
ranked
1st
among
South-Asian
countries compared to 6th rank in 2014.
 The Biotechnology sector can expand with
the multiplying effect especially in 4
major areas like Agri tech, Clean tech,
Medi tech and Waste & sanitation tech.
 The Industrial Ecosystem is already
being built in India where biotechnology is
producing tangible products but its impact
needs to be reached to the common man
and as a result inculcating innovative
growth in the near future.
 Eg: Vaccine for corona.
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India being a Knowledge driven
economy may experience an exponential
growth instead of linear growth by
expansion of the Biotechnology sector.
Major Sectors for driving the Biotechnology
Sector
 Healthcare
 Agriculture
 Environment
 Manufacturing
 Innovation
What needs to be done ahead ?
 For achieving innovation driven growth, a
huge investment is needed which can be
brought by the private sector.
 Policy regulation and implementation
at every level is the need of the hour.
 Connecting Societal problems with
innovation can open all the sectors
towards biotech solutions.
 Private sector collaboration with the
state in building various projects.
Conclusion
 Biotechnology is the culmination of
interdisciplinary sciences and biotech
led solutions have potential to impact the
common man and take innovation to
global level.
For doubts and queries email us at
doubts@officerspulse.com
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