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News @ a glance 
POLITY 

 

1) Central Vigilance Commission 
Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) 
▪ CVC was set up in 1964 on the 

recommendations of the Committee on 
Prevention  of Corruption, headed by K. 
Santhanam, as the apex vigilance 
institution under the Central Government. 

▪ The Commission was given statutory 
status by the enactment of “The Central 
Vigilance Commission Act, 2003”.  

▪ It is a multi-member body consisting of a 
Central Vigilance Commissioner 
(chairperson) and not more than two 
vigilance commissioners. 

Functions 
▪ The CVC receives complaints on 

corruption or misuse of office and to 
recommend appropriate action. Following 
institutions, bodies, or a person can 
approach to CVC: 

1. Central government 
2. Lokpal 
3. Whistle blowers 
▪ It is empowered to inquire into offences 

alleged to have been committed under the 
Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988 by 
certain categories of public servants. 

▪ The CVC is not controlled by any 
Ministry/Department. It is an 
independent body which is only 
responsible for the Parliament. 

▪ The CVC is not an investigating agency. 
The CVC either gets the investigation done 
through the CBI or through the 
Departmental Chief Vigilance Officers.  

Why in News? 
▪ The Central Vigilance Commission has 

directed all Ministries/Departments of 
the Union government to strictly adhere 
to the time limits for various stages of 
disciplinary proceedings in vigilance 
cases since unexplained delay was 
causing undue advantage or harassment 
to the charged officials. 

 

2) India Innovation Index-2020  
What’s in the news? 
▪ NITI Aayog has released the second 

edition of the India Innovation Index-
2020. 

▪ The idea of the index is to showcase the 
government's initiative to create an 
innovation-driven economy. 

▪ The first edition of the index was 
launched in October 2019.  

About the Index    
▪ The India Innovation Index 2020 ranks 

the states and union territories based on 
their relative performance of 
supporting innovation. This competitive 
measure will empower them to improve 
their innovation policies by highlighting 
their strengths and weaknesses. 

▪ The ranking methodology is designed in a 
way that states can draw lessons from the 
national leaders in innovation. Hopefully, 
this will lead to healthy competition 
among the states and union territories, 
thereby fostering competitive 
federalism. 

How states are evaluated? 
▪ The index captures the trends and 

provides detailed analyses of the various 
factors that drive innovation at the 
country, state, and district levels. It is 
believed that these analyses would enable 
policymakers in identifying catalysts and 
inhibitors of innovation at the national 
and sub-national levels. 

▪ The states and union territories have 
been divided into 17 ‘Major States’, 10 
‘North-East and Hill States’, and 9 ‘City-
States and Union Territories’, for 
effectively comparing their performance. 

▪ The states and union territories have 
been ranked on two broad categories: 
outcome and governance. Overall, the 
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framework of India Innovation Index 
2020 consists of 36 indicators. 

▪ The framework has been updated to 
include globally considered parameters 
for measuring innovation (such as the 
percentage of gross domestic product 
spent on research and development), 
while also retaining the parameters 
specific to the Indian economy. 

Highlights of the Index 
▪ In the 2020 ranking, Karnataka retained 

its first position in the Major States 
category. Maharashtra moved one 
position higher and stood at 2nd spot 
while Tamil Nadu retained the 3rd 
position. 

▪ Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and Bihar scored 
the lowest on the index, which put them 
at the bottom in the “major States” 
category. 

▪ In the North East and Hill States category, 
Himachal Pradesh stands at first 
position followed by Uttarakhand and 
Manipur. Delhi stands at the first position 
while Chandigarh retained its second spot 
in the Union Territories and small States 
category. 

 

3) Question Hour  
What is it? 
▪ Generally, the first hour of the 

parliamentary sitting is slotted for the 
Question Hour. During this one hour, 
Members of Parliament (MPs) ask 
questions to ministers and hold them 
accountable for the functioning of their 
ministries. 

▪  The questions are of three kinds, 
namely, starred, unstarred and short 
notice. 

1. A starred question (distinguished by an 
asterisk) requires an oral answer and 
hence supplementary questions can 
follow. 

2. An unstarred question requires a 
written answer and hence, supplementary 
questions cannot follow. 

3. A short notice question is one that is 
asked by giving a notice of less than ten 
days. It is answered orally. 

▪ In addition to the ministers, the questions 
can also be asked to the private 
members (MPs who are not ministers). 

▪ Regulation: The presiding officers of the 
both Houses (Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha) 
are the final authority with respect to the 
conduct of Question Hour. 

▪ Question Hour is strictly regulated and 
mentioned in the rules of procedure. 

Significance: 
▪ The ‘Question Hour’ is an important part 

of the parliamentary proceedings and has 
assumed greater importance because the 
members can elicit information through 
questions on matters affecting the day-
to-day life of the citizens for which 
Ministers are collectively answerable to 
the legislature.   

▪ Asking questions of the government has a 
long history in our legislative bodies. 
Prior to Independence, the first question 
asked of the government was in 1893. It 
was on the burden cast on village 
shopkeepers who had to provide supplies 
to touring government officers. 

▪ This parliamentary device is primarily 
meant for exercising a kind of 
legislative control over executive 
actions. Members’ questions have 
exposed financial irregularities and 
brought data and information regarding 
government functioning to the public 
domain.  

▪ With the broadcasting of Question Hour 
since 1991, Question Hour has become 
one the most visible aspects of 
parliamentary functioning. 

▪ Besides, the Members also find an 
opportunity through this device to 
criticise Government's policies and 
programmes; ventilate  public 
grievances;  expose Government's 
lapses; and extract promises from 
Ministers. 

Why in News? 
▪ Question Hour, which had been 

suspended by the government during the 
monsoon session, will resume when 
Parliament meets for the budget session 
from January 29. 

▪ The government had claimed that 
suspension of Question Hour was an 
additional precautionary measure to 
tackle the COVID pandemic. The 
suspension had been strongly criticised 
by the Opposition. 
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4) Medical Termination of 
Pregnancy Act, 1971 

About MTP Act, 1971 
▪ The Medical Termination of Pregnancy 

Act, 1971 provides for the termination of 
certain pregnancies by registered Medical 
Practitioners. It is possible to get an 
abortion under the Act if pregnancy is 
under 20 weeks. 

▪ However, it is subject to several 
conditions and conducting an abortion 
without fulfilling the conditions is 
considered a crime. 

What are the conditions? 
▪ Under the MTP Act, the doctor can 

perform an abortion in the following 
situations: 

▪ If the pregnancy would be harmful to life 
or physical or mental health of the 
pregnant woman; 

▪ If there is a good chance that the child 
would suffer from physical or mental 
abnormalities which would leave him or 
her seriously handicapped. 

Issues with the current law 
▪ Legal and medical experts feel that a 

revision of the legal limit for abortion is 
long overdue.  

▪ Foetal abnormalities show up only by 18 
weeks, so just a two-week window after 
that is too small for the would-be parents 
to take the difficult call on whether to 
keep their baby and for the medical 
practitioner to exhaust all possible 
options before advising the patient to take 
the extreme step.  

▪ Since lack of legal approval does not 
prevent abortions from being carried out 
beyond 20 weeks, women are put under 
risk since the abortions then are often 
conducted in unhygienic conditions by 
untrained, unqualified persons. It is 
estimated that about 8% of maternal 
deaths happen due to unsafe 
abortions.  

Why in the news? 
▪ The Kerala High Court has allowed seven 

minor girls, the youngest one aged 13 
years, who became pregnant after being 
raped were allowed to terminate their 
pregnancies during the past six months. 

▪ The High Court cleared the petitions filed 
by the mothers of the victims as judicial 

permission was required for initiating 
Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) 
in cases of advanced stages of pregnancy. 

▪ Two victims, aged 14 and 16, were into 
their 23rd week of pregnancy, while the 
13-year-old was 21 weeks pregnant, 
when their cases came up before the 
courts.  

MTP (Amendment) Bill, 2020 
▪ Last year, the Union Cabinet approved the 

MTP (Amendment) Bill, 2020, which 
allows abortion up to 24 weeks of 
gestational age for vulnerable categories 
of women and there is no limit of 
gestational age in case of pregnancies 
with substantial foetal abnormalities, 
diagnosed by a medical board. 

▪ It is yet to be passed in the Parliament. 
 

5) SC/ST creamy layer 
Creamy layer concept 
▪ In the 1992 Indra Sawhney judgment, 

the supreme court upheld the 
government’s move to give 27% 
reservation to Other Backward Classes 
(based on the Mandal Commission 
report). 

▪ The apex court also introduced the 
concept of creamy layer and held that 
the creamy layer (highly advanced 
socially as well as economically and 
educationally) must be excluded from 
backward classes for the purpose of 
reservation. The court asked the Central 
government to fix the norms for income, 
property and status for identifying the 
creamy layer. 

▪ In 1993, the creamy layer income ceiling 
was fixed at ₹1 lakh. It was subsequently 
increased to ₹2.5 lakh in 2004, ₹4.5 lakh 
in 2008, ₹6 lakh in 2013, and at ₹8 lakh 
since 2017. 

▪ The court further held that creamy layer 
principle is only confined to Other 
Backward Classes and has no relevance 
in the case of Scheduled Tribes and 
Scheduled Castes. 

▪ The Supreme Court also held that 
reservations in appointments — under 
Article 16(4) of the Constitution — do 
not apply to promotions. 

The amendments that followed 
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▪ Meanwhile, in order to change the effect 
of the judgment in the Indira Sawhney 
case, there were some amendments to 
enable the government to make laws 
regarding reservation in promotion for 
SCs and STs. 

▪ The first of these amendments was when 
the Parliament enacted the Constitution 
(77th Amendment) Act, 1995, inserting 
Article 16(4A), thereby enabling the 
government to make laws providing 
quota in promotion for SCs and STs. 

▪ Article 16(4B) was also inserted, 
providing that reserved promotion posts 
for SCs and STs that remain unfilled can 
be carried forward to the subsequent 
year.  

▪ Another instance was when Article 335 
of the Constitution was amended in 2001. 
While Article 335 specified that 
reservations have to be balanced with the 
“maintenance of efficiency”, the 2001 
amendment stated that the Article will 
not apply to the government if it relaxes 
evaluation standards in matters of 
promotion. 

▪ ‘Maintenance of efficiency’ is a 
constitutional limitation on the discretion 
of the government in making reservations 
in promotion for SCs and STs. 

M. Nagaraj versus Union of India (2006) 
▪ These amendments led to the 2006 

Supreme Court judgment in M. Nagaraj vs 
Union of India, where a five-judge bench 
approved Parliament’s decision to extend 
reservations for SCs and STs to include 
promotions with three conditions. 

1. It required the state to provide proof for 
the backwardness of the class 
benefitting from the reservation, 

2. Its inadequate representation in the 
position/service for which reservation in 
promotion is to be granted and 

3. To show how reservations in promotions 
would further administrative efficiency 

▪ The judgment also held that the creamy 
layer concept was applicable to SCs 
and STs. 

Jarnail Singh vs Lachhmi Narain Gupta 
(2018) 

▪ The M. Nagaraj case judgment was 
challenged in the Jarnail Singh case. 

▪ In this judgement, a five-judge Bench of 
the Supreme Court upheld the 

applicability of creamy layer to 
affluent SCs and STs. 

▪ However, the court delinked the need to 
provide proof for the backwardness 
(one of the three conditions mandated in 
M. Nagaraj judgement) in giving 
reservation to SC/ST communities. 

Why in News? 
▪ Recently, the Supreme Court has asked 

the Attorney General to compile the 
various issues being raised by States with 
regard to the application of a Constitution 
Bench judgment of 2006 in M. Nagaraj 
case, which had upheld the application of 
creamy layer principle to members of the 
Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribe 
communities in promotions. 

▪ The case is based on a plea by the Centre 
to refer to a seven-judge Bench the 
question whether creamy layer should 
apply or not to the Scheduled 
Caste/Scheduled Tribe community while 
providing them reservation in 
government promotions. 

Articles related to the news 
▪ Article 16(4A) - State can make any 

provision for reservation in matters of 
promotion if SC/STs are not adequately 
represented in the services in the state. 

▪ Article 16(4B) provides that reserved 
promotion posts for SCs and STs that 
remain unfilled can be carried forward to 
the subsequent year. 

▪ Article 335- The claims of the members 
of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes shall be taken into consideration, 
consistently with the maintenance of 
efficiency of administration, in the making 
of appointments to services and posts in 
connection with the affairs of the Union or 
of a State. 

 

6) Can courts stay laws made by 
the legislature? 

Background 
▪ The Supreme Court’s recent order staying 

the implementation of three farm laws 
has been criticised in some quarters. In 
particular, many have questioned the 
suspension of action under the laws as 
such interim orders are extremely rare.  

What are the court’s powers in regard to 
staying enacted law? 
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▪ Under the broad framework of judicial 
review under the Constitution, the 
Supreme Court and High Courts have the 
power to declare any law 
unconstitutional, either because it is ultra 
vires (or, contrary to any provision of the 
Constitution) or it violates any of the 
fundamental rights, or invalid because it 
is repugnant to a central law on the 
same subject or has been enacted 
without legislative jurisdiction.  

▪ However, interim orders staying or 
suspending laws enacted by the 
legislature are frowned upon by 
constitutional courts and legal scholars.  

▪ The general argument is that unless there 
are compelling reasons such as lack of 
constitutional validity, or absence of 
legislative competence (that is, the 
legislative body concerned lacks the 
jurisdiction to enact the law in question), 
a law ought not to be stayed. 

Why is it considered unusual for a court to 
suspend a law or its operation? 

▪ The main principle is that suspending a 
law made by the legislature goes against 
the concept of separation of powers.  

▪ Courts are expected to defer to the 
legislature’s wisdom at the threshold of a 
legal challenge to the validity of a law. The 
validity of a law ought to be considered 
normally only at the time of final 
adjudication, and not at the initial stage. 

▪ The second principle is that there is a 
presumption that every law enacted by 
any legislature is constitutional and 
valid. The onus is on those challenging it 
to prove that it is not. Therefore, courts 
are circumspect when hearing petitions 
seeking suspension of a law pending a 
detailed adjudication. 

How did the SC justify its order on farm 
laws? 

▪ The court held that it cannot be said to be 
completely powerless to grant stay of any 
executive action under a statutory 
enactment. 

▪ The court also cited an order passed by 
another Bench of the Supreme Court in 

September 2020 on the Maratha 
reservation issue (it is related to an Act 
which provides 16 percent of government 
jobs and positions in educational 
institutions for Marathas). It directed that 
admissions to educational institutions for 
2020-21 and appointments to posts under 
the government shall be made without 
reference to the reservation provided 
under the relevant legislation. The 
matter has been referred to a Constitution 
Bench. 

▪ However, in the Maratha reservation case, 
the Bench said interim orders could be 
passed if an enactment is ex facie 
unconstitutional or contrary to law 
laid down by the Supreme Court.  

▪ It noted that the quota violated the 50% 
ceiling mentioned in the Indra Sawhney 
case (1992), and that the Maharashtra 
government had not shown any 
extraordinary situation to justify 
exceeding the limit. 

What precedents are cited against judicial 
interference at an interim stage? 

▪ Case law suggests that in some cases, High 
Courts indeed stayed the operation of 
some laws. However, the Supreme Court 
took a dim view. 

▪ While upholding the validity of Section 
45S of the Reserve Bank of India Act, 
which imposed restrictions on 
unincorporated bodies accepting public 
deposits, the Supreme Court criticised 
interim orders by some High Courts 
that stayed the provision.  

▪ “When considering an application for 
staying the operation of a piece of 
legislation, then the courts must bear in 
mind that unless the provision is 
manifestly unjust or glaringly 
unconstitutional, the courts must show 
judicial restraint in staying the 
applicability of the same,” the apex 
court said in (Bhavesh D. Parish & Others 
vs Union of India, 2000). 

For doubts and queries email us at: 
doubts@officerspulse.com 
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ENVIRONMENT  
 

1) Gujarat rivers remain highly 
polluted despite norms 

About River Sabarmati  
▪ The Sabarmati River with its origin in 

Aravalli Hills of Rajasthan, flows 
generally in the South – West direction.  

▪ It enters the Gujarat State and passes 
through the plains and continues to flow 
in the same direction and joins the Gulf of 
Khambhat in the Arabian Sea. 

▪ It is joined by 5 tributaries, namely : Sei, 
Wakal, Harnav, Hathmati and Watrak. 
Gandhinagar and Ahmedabad are the 
important urban centres in the basin. 
Ahmedabad is an industrial city situated 
on the banks of Sabarmati.  

About River Mahisagar 
▪ Also known as River Mahi, it is a west 

flowing river. It originates in Mahi 
Kanta hills, Madhya Pradesh. From 
there it flows to Rajasthan and Gujarat, 
falling in the Gulf of Khambhat in 
Arabian Sea. 

▪ It has 3 tributaries - Som, Anas and 
Panam. 

About River Vishwamitri 
▪ Originating from Pavagadh in the 

Panchmahal District of Gujarat, the 
Vishwamitri River flows mainly through 
the west of the city of Vadodara. 

About River Bhadar 
▪ Bhadar River is a river in the Saurashtra 

peninsula, in Gujarat. It flows south 
from its origin through Jasdan, then turns 
south-west and generally west until it 
empties into the Arabian Sea near 
Porbandar. 

Pollution in rivers 
▪ To determine the pollution of the river, 

two things are taken into consideration 
based on the oxygen present in the river. 

▪ Chemical Oxygen Demand 

▪ Chemical Oxygen Demand or COD is a 
measurement of the oxygen required to 
oxidize soluble and particulate organic 
matter in water. Permissible limit of COD 
is below 250 mg/l. 

▪ Dissolved Oxygen 

▪ Dissolved oxygen (DO) is a measure of 
how much oxygen is dissolved in the 

water - the amount of oxygen available to 
living aquatic organisms. It should be in 
the range of 6 to 8 mg per litre. 

Why in the news? 
▪ Recently, Ministry of Environment, 

Forests and Climate Change has indicated 
high amount of pollution in the rivers of 
Gujarat mainly in rivers Sabarmati, 
Vishwamitri, Bhadar, Narmada and 
Mahisagar.  

▪ Pollution in rivers has emerged as a major 
threat in the last few years because the 
carelessness of the authorities about the 
industries discharging untreated effluents 
into flowing rivers. 

▪ Most of the Gujarat rivers where the 
effluents are dumped into, the COD level 
is in the range of 700 to 1000 mg per litre. 
While Dissolved Oxygen (DO) level is 
below 2.9 mg per litre. 

▪ The Gujarat State government has 
proposed a ₹2,300 crore project for a 
deep sea effluent disposal pipeline to 
cater to nearly 4,500 industrial units.  

▪ The project will serve four highly 
industrialised districts (Ahmedabad, 
Vadodara, Kheda and Rajkot), which are 
the main sources of pollution of the rivers 
Sabarmati, the Mahisagar, the Vishvamitri 
and Bhadar. 

 

2) India home to both species of 
red panda, says ZSI study 

About Red Panda 

 
▪ They are small bamboo eating mammals 

found in high mountain forests of China, 
India, Nepal and Myanmar.  
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▪ Though it is considered an indicator 
species for ecological change, the red 
panda is a shy, solitary and arboreal 
animal. It primarily feeds on bamboo and 
avoids human presence.  

▪ Red pandas share the giant panda's 
pseudo-thumb, a modified wrist bone 
used to grasp bamboo when feeding. 

▪ Their forest homes are being cut down, 
and poachers hunt them for their fur. And 
their adorableness might put them in 
more danger, since they are ideal targets 
for the illegal pet trade. 

Why in the news? 
▪ Scientists from the Zoological Survey of 

India (ZSI) have concluded that India is 
home to both the subspecies of Red 
Panda— Himalayan red panda (Ailurus 
fulgens) and the Chinese red panda 
(Ailurus styani) and the Siang river in 
Arunachal Pradesh splits the red panda 
into these two phylogenetic species. 

News in Detail 
▪ The red panda was considered a 

monotypic species till 2020 until the 
scientists studied its genetic make-up 
with respect to the geographical 
distribution and described the occurrence 
of the two species. The species diverged 
from each other about 0.30 million years 
ago. 

▪ Himayalan red panda is found in West 
Bengal, Sikkim and central and 
western Arunachal Pradesh and South 
Tibet, located in the west of the Siang 
river. 

▪ Chinese red panda is majorly located in 
the east of the Siang river including the 
Dibang valley of eastern Arunachal 
Pradesh and southwest China. 

▪ Scientists at ZSI are studying further to 
map the potential corridor supporting the 
movement of the red panda across the 
eastern Himalayas. 

▪ Scientists are also trying to extend the 
scope of the research and replicate 
studies in collaboration with other range 
countries like Bhutan, Nepal and China. 
The results will help in proposing long 
term monitoring and conservation. 

 
 

3) Researchers offer guide to 
improve ecological 
perceptions in Indian ocean 

Indian ocean 
▪ The Indian Ocean is located between 

Africa and Austral-Asia and the Southern 
Ocean. 

▪ The Indian Ocean is the world’s third 
largest ocean and covers 20% of the 
Earth’s surface, after the Pacific and the 
Atlantic Oceans.  

▪ Suez Canal in Egypt, the Strait of 
Malacca between Malaysia and Indonesia 
are the two most well known waterways 
in the Indian Ocean. 

▪ The Indian Ocean provides home to many 
endangered sea species such as turtles, 
seals and dugongs (also called sea 
cows).  

▪ The Indian Ocean is home to roughly one-
third of the global population living 
among the 22 countries that border its 
rim. 

▪ The Indian Ocean also influences climate 
globally and is thought to have played a 
key role in regulating global mean surface 
temperatures. 

Indian Ocean Observing System (IndOOS) 
▪ The Indian Ocean Observing System, 

established in 2006, is a multinational 
network of sustained oceanic 
measurements that underpin 
understanding and forecasting of weather 
and climate for the Indian Ocean region 
and beyond. 

▪ It is a network of in-situ & satellite 
components designed to provide 
sustained high-quality oceanographic and 
marine meteorological measurements to 
support knowledge based decision-
making through improved scientific 
understanding, weather and climate 
forecasts, and environmental assessments 
for the benefit of society. 

▪ It primarily focuses on physical 
oceanography, ocean-atmosphere, 
interaction and climate variability. It 
helps in understanding and forecasting of 
weather and climate for the Indian Ocean 
region and beyond. 

▪ IndOOS is part of the Global Ocean 
Observing System (GOOS) which is 
coordinated through the World 
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Meteorological Organization and the 
Intergovernmental Oceanographic 
Commission of the United Nations. 

Why in the news? 
▪ A group of researchers have given 

proposals to improve the Indian Ocean 
Observing System (IndOOS) to 
comprehend the effects of human-caused 
environmental change in a district that 
has been warming quicker than any other 
ocean. 

▪  The scientists call for four major 
improvements to the current observing 
system: 

▪ More chemical and biological 
measurements in at-risk ecosystems and 
fisheries; 

▪ Expansion into the western tropics to 
improve understanding of the monsoon; 

▪ Better-resolved upper ocean processes to 
improve predictions of rainfall, drought, 
and heat waves; and 

▪ Expansion into key coastal regions and 
the deep ocean to better constrain the 
basin-wide energy budget. 

▪ The upgraded IndOOS will require new 
agreements and partnerships with and 
among Indian Ocean rim countries, 
creating opportunities for them to 
enhance their monitoring and forecasting 
capacity. 

 

4) Western monarch butterfly 
population moves closer to 
extinction 

About Monarch butterflies 

 
▪ The large and brilliantly-colored monarch 

butterfly is among the most easily 
recognizable of the butterfly species that 
call North America home. They are 

poisonous and not eaten by predators 
such as birds. 

▪ Monarch butterflies are native to North 
and South America, but they’ve spread 
to other warm places where milkweed (a 
type of flowering plant) grows.  

▪ Monarch butterflies are no longer found 
in South America. 

▪ It is not listed in the IUCN list. 
Why in the news? 
▪ In the recent estimation by Xerces Society, 

a nonprofit environmental organization, it 
was found that in annual winter count in 
California, monarch butterflies were 
fewer than 2,000 butterflies. (The count 
in 2019 winter was about 29000 
butterflies) 

▪ This drastic fall of butterflies has been 
blamed on destruction to their 
milkweed habitat along their migratory 
route as housing expands into their 
territory and use of pesticides and 
herbicides increases. 

▪ Along with farming, wildfires and 
climate change are also seen as main 
drivers of the monarch’s threatened 
extinction, disrupting an annual 3,000-
mile (4,828-kilometer) migration synched 
to springtime and the blossoming of 
wildflowers. 

▪ Monarch butterflies also lack legal 
protection to keep their habitat from 
being destroyed or degraded.  

 

5) United States to re-enter Paris 
Climate Deal 

About Paris Climate Deal 
▪ The Paris Agreement is a legally binding 

international treaty on climate change. 
It comes under the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC).  

▪ The Paris Agreement’s central aim is to 
strengthen the global response to the 
threat of climate change by keeping a 
global temperature rise this century well 
below 2 degrees Celsius above pre-
industrial levels and to pursue efforts to 
limit the temperature increase even 
further to 1.5 degrees Celsius. 

▪ A key feature of the Paris Agreement has 
been the way the agreement reflects the 
principle of ‘common but differentiated 
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responsibilities’ (CBDR). This principle 
acknowledges the different capabilities 
and differing responsibilities of individual 
countries in addressing climate change. 

▪ Under the Paris Agreement, developed 
countries are under obligation to mobilise 
at least $100 billion every year from 
the year 2020 in climate finance meant 
for the developing world. This amount has 
to be revised upwards after five years.  

▪ The Paris Agreement requires all Parties 
to put forward their best efforts through 
nationally determined contributions 
(NDCs) and to strengthen these efforts in 
the years ahead. This includes 
requirements that all Parties report 
regularly on their emissions and on their 
implementation efforts. 

▪ As of December 2020, all 197 UNFCCC 
members have signed the agreement and 
189 countries remain party to it. 

▪ The agreement was negotiated and 
adopted by 196 parties in Paris in 2015 
and came into effect in Nov, 2016.  

▪ India, too, is a party to the agreement, 
having ratified it in April, 2016. 

India’s NDCs for Paris agreement  
▪ To reduce the emissions intensity of its 

GDP by 33 to 35 percent by 2030 from 
2005 levels. 

▪ To achieve about 40 per cent cumulative 
electric power installed capacity from 
non-fossil fuel-based energy resources 
by 2030, with the help of transfer of 
technology and low-cost international 
finance, including from the Green Climate 
Fund. 

▪ To create an additional carbon sink of 
2.5 to 3 billion tonnes of CO2 
equivalent through additional forest and 
tree cover by 2030. 

Why did the US make an exit? 
▪ Former President of the US, Donald 

Trump, believed that the agreement was 
unfair to the US and it undermines the 
U.S. economy, putting the U.S. at a 
permanent disadvantage. Hence he 
announced the US exit from the Paris deal 
in 2017. 

▪ The US made formal exit from the deal in 
November 2020. 

Why in the news? 
▪ Joe Biden, the new American president, 

has signed an executive order to re-enter 
the US into the Paris Climate Agreement. 

For doubts and queries email us at 
doubts@officerspulse.com  
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ECONOMY 
 

 1) Secured Overnight Financing 
Rate 

About LIBOR 
▪ The London Interbank Offered Rate 

(LIBOR) is the global reference rate for 
unsecured short-term borrowing in 
the interbank market. It is the world’s 
most widely-used benchmark for short-
term interest rates. 

▪ LIBOR is also the basis for consumer loans 
in countries around the world, so it 
impacts consumers just as much as it does 
financial institutions. The interest rates 
on various credit products such as credit 
cards, car loans, and adjustable rate 
mortgages fluctuate based on the 
interbank rate.  

▪ For example, if an Indian company is 
borrowing from the European market 
(bank), the interest rate it has to pay is 
usually estimated based upon the LIBOR 
rate. 

▪ LIBOR is administered by the 
Intercontinental Exchange or ICE. It is 
computed for five currencies with seven 
different maturities ranging from 
overnight to a year. The five currencies 
for which LIBOR is computed are Swiss 
franc, euro, pound sterling, Japanese yen 
and the US dollar. 

▪ LIBOR will cease to be available at the 
end of 2021. 

About SOFR 

▪ The secured overnight financing rate 
(SOFR) is a benchmark interest rate for 
U.S. dollar-denominated derivatives 
and loans that is replacing the LIBOR.  

▪ The Federal Reserve Bank of New York 
began publishing the SOFR in April 2018 
as part of an effort to replace LIBOR, a 
long-standing benchmark rate used 
around the world. 

▪ The daily SOFR is based on transactions in 
the Treasury repurchase market, where 
investors offer banks overnight loans 
backed by their bond assets.  

▪ SOFR is seen as preferable to LIBOR since 
it is based on data from observable 
transactions rather than on estimated 
borrowing rates. 

Why in News? 
▪ State Bank of India (SBI) has executed 

two inter-bank short term money market 
deals with pricing linked to SOFR 
(Secured Overnight Financing Rate). 

Related Details 
MIBOR 
▪ The Mumbai Interbank Offered Rate 

(MIBOR) is the Indian equivalent of 
LIBOR.  

▪ It acts as India's interbank rate, which is 
the rate of interest charged by a bank on a 
short-term loan to another bank.  

▪ MIBOR is calculated every day by the 
National Stock Exchange of India 
(NSEIL).  

For doubts and queries email us at: 
doubts@officerspulse.com  
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
 

 1) G7  
About G7 
▪ The Group of Seven (G7) is a collective of 

seven of the world's most industrialized 
and developed economies. Their political 
leaders come together annually to discuss 
important global economic, political, 
social and security issues. 

▪ The G7 member countries are the United 
States, Britain, France, Japan, Germany, 
Italy, and Canada.  

▪ Russia belonged to the forum from 1998 
through 2014, when the bloc was known 
as the G8, but was suspended following its 
annexation of Crimea. 

▪ India is not a member of the G-7 
grouping. 

 
Why in News? 
▪ The United Kingdom has invited Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi to attend the G7 
summit that is scheduled to be held in 
June.  

▪ Apart from India, Australia and South 
Korea are also invited to participate in the 
proceedings of the summit as “guest 
countries”. 

▪ Mr. Modi participated in the G7 summit in 
2019 when French President Emmanuel 
Macron had invited India. 

▪ Cooperation between the U.K. and India is 
significant this year as India is a non-
permanent member at the UN Security 
Council, where the United Kingdom will 
take over the presidency in February. 

 

2) BIMSTEC 
What’s in the news? 
▪ The Secretary General of BIMSTEC paid 

an official visit to Bangladesh. 
About BIMSTEC 
▪ The Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-

Sectoral Technical and Economic 
Cooperation (BIMSTEC) is a regional 
organisation that comprises seven 
member states adjacent to the Bay of 
Bengal. 

▪ It includes: five deriving from South Asia, 
including Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 
Nepal, Sri Lanka, and two from 
Southeast Asia, including Myanmar and 
Thailand. 

▪ It is headquartered in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh. 

Background 
▪ BIMSTEC came into existence on June 6, 

1997 through the Bangkok Declaration.  
▪ Initially, the economic bloc was formed 

with four Member States with the 
acronym 'BIST-EC' (Bangladesh, India, Sri 
Lanka and Thailand Economic 
Cooperation) 

▪ Following the inclusion of Myanmar on 
22 December 1997, the group was 
renamed 'BIMST-EC'. 

▪ With the admission of Nepal and Bhutan 
in 2004, the name of the grouping was 
changed to 'Bay of Bengal Initiative for 
Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic 
Cooperation' (BIMSTEC). 

Priority Sectors 
▪ BIMSTEC is a sector-driven 

cooperative organization.  
▪ BIMSTEC has 14 priority areas of 

cooperation, namely (i) Trade and 
Investment (ii) Technology (iii) Energy 
(iv) Transportation and Communication 
(v) Tourism (vi) Fisheries (vii) 
Agriculture (viii) Cultural Cooperation 
(ix) Environment and Disaster 
Management   (x) Public Health (xi) 
People-to-People Contact (xii) Poverty 
Alleviation (xiii) Counter Terrorism and 
Transnational Crime and (xiv) Climate 
Change. 

Founding Principles  
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▪ The founding principles of BIMSTEC are 
as follows: 

1. Cooperation within BIMSTEC will be 
based on respect for the principle of 
sovereign equality, territorial integrity, 
political independence, no-interference in 
internal affairs, peaceful co- existence and 
mutual benefit. 

2. Cooperation within BIMSTEC will 
constitute an addition to and not be a 
substitute for bilateral, regional or 
multilateral cooperation involving the 
Member States. 

Significance  
▪ The BIMSTEC region is home to around 

1.5 billion people which constitute around 
22% of the global population with a 
combined gross domestic product (GDP) 
of 2.7 trillion.  

▪ The objective of BIMSTEC is to harness 
shared and accelerated growth through 
mutual cooperation in different areas of 
common interests. 

▪ The regional group constitutes a bridge 
between South and South East Asia and 
represents a reinforcement of relations 
among these countries.  

▪ BIMSTEC has also established a platform 
for intra-regional cooperation between 
SAARC and ASEAN members.  

What is India’s interest in the grouping? 
▪ The two Southeast Asian countries in the 

grouping, Myanmar and Thailand, have a 
crucial place for India’s ambitious 
connectivity plans for the North-Eastern 
region.  

▪ India’s Act East Policy—within it, 
BIMSTEC, in particular—is seen as a 
critical alternative to the country’s non-
participation in the China’s Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI). A crucial driver of this 
policy is India’s Northeast, as seen in a 
renewed infrastructure push in the 
region. 

▪ In terms of connectivity, BIMSTEC has 
several projects that, when finished, could 
transform the movement of goods and 
vehicles through the countries in the 
grouping. 

▪ For eg: Kaladan Multimodal project. 
The project envisages connecting Kolkata 
to Sittwe port in Myanmar, and then 
Mizoram by river and road. India and 
Myanmar had signed a framework 

agreement in 2008 for the 
implementation of this project. It’s yet to 
be finished. 

▪ Another important project is the Asian 
Trilateral Highway connecting India 
and Thailand through Myanmar. The 
highway will run from Moreh in Manipur 
to Mae Sot in Thailand via Myanmar and 
represents a significant step in 
establishing connectivity between India 
and Southeast Asian countries. The 
project is expected to be completed soon. 

▪ With the India-Pakistan disputes coming 
in the way of a smooth functioning of the 
SAARC, groupings such as BIMSTEC can 
take forward the concept of regional 
cooperation in a different manner. 

Untapped potential 
▪ Better connectivity projects would help 

India leverage the untapped potential of 
BIMSTEC’s possible trade linkages.  

▪ Currently, intra-BIMSTEC trade has 
grown at a meagre rate of 0.62% 
annually. The absence of free trade 
agreements and the lack of seamless 
movement of goods and services within 
the region explains these low levels of 
intra-regional trade.  

▪ Apart from improving connectivity and 
enhancing regional trade, BIMSTEC could 
also help in partially addressing India’s 
growing energy requirements. India, 
along with other BIMSTEC countries, is 
exploring energy opportunities at the 
Rakhine coast of Myanmar in the 
northern part of the Bay of Bengal.  

▪ In this context, BIMSTEC has already 
established an energy centre in New 
Delhi to provide logistic, technical and 
research support. 

▪ There has been a view that the 
proliferation of commitments via 14 
priority areas didn’t yield tangible results 
over the past two decades and the 
regional grouping should trim its list of 
priorities. 

Way Forward 
▪ Being the largest and most developed 

country in this grouping, the onus of 
steering the organisation forward lies 
with India. However, if India pursues an 
approach of selective usage, it restricts 
the ability of the organisation to live up to 
its full potential.  
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▪ The benefits from greater regional 
integration are much higher than simply 
using BIMSTEC as a diplomatic tool for 
isolation within the region. 

 

3) Vaccine Diplomacy 
What’s in the news? 
▪ India will soon begin to ship out lakhs of 

doses of the novel coronavirus vaccine to 
neighbouring countries, with the first 
batches expected to reach Bhutan and 
the Maldives among several countries 
by special planes as a grant or gift. 

Pharmacy of the world 
▪ Announcing the shipments, PM Narendra 

Modi said that India is deeply honoured to 
be a long-trusted partner in meeting the 
healthcare needs of the global community. 

▪ External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar 
said the “pharmacy of the world will 
deliver to overcome the COVID challenge”. 
He said shipments to Bhutan, the 
Maldives, Bangladesh, Nepal, Myanmar 
and Seychelles would commence this 
week, while those to Sri Lanka, 
Afghanistan and Mauritius are awaiting 
necessary regulatory clearances. 

Neighbourhood First 
▪ The release of the shipments is part of the 

government’s “Neighbourhood First” 
initiative, and will make India the first 
country to reach COVID-19 vaccines in 
South Asia, ahead of China which has 
promised but not so far delivered, and the 
World Health Organisation and GAVI’s 
vaccine alliance programme.  

▪ The region’s preference for Indian 
vaccines, including the Covishield from 
the Serum Institute of India (SII) 
developed with Oxford University and 
Astra Zeneca, and Bharat Biotech’s 
Covaxin, is based on the cost, easier 
storage requirements and 
geographical proximity. Pakistan has 
neither requested nor is India discussing 
supplies to it at present. 

Related Details 
GAVI Alliance  
▪ Created in 2010, the GAVI Alliance (Global 

Alliance for Vaccines and Immunisation) 
is a global health partnership of public 
and private sector organizations 
dedicated towards creating equal access 

to new and underused vaccines for 
children living in the world’s poorest 
countries. 

▪ GAVI’s strategy supports its mission to 
save children’s lives and protect people’s 
health by increasing access to 
immunisation in poor countries.  

▪ Its partners provide funding for vaccines 
and intellectual resources for care 
advancement. They contribute to 
strengthening the capacity of the health 
system to deliver immunisation and other 
health services in a sustainable manner. 

 

4) S-400 missile system 
What is the S-400 air defence missile 

system?  

 
▪ The S-400 Triumf, (NATO calls it SA-21 

Growler), is a mobile, surface-to-air 
missile system (SAM) designed by 
Russia.  

▪ It is the most dangerous operationally 
deployed modern long-range SAM (MLR 
SAM) in the world, considered much 
ahead of the US-developed Terminal 
High Altitude Area Defense system 
(THAAD). 

▪ The system can engage all types of aerial 
targets including aircraft, unmanned 
aerial vehicles (UAV) and ballistic and 
cruise missiles within the range of 
400km, at an altitude of up to 30km. 

▪ The system can track 100 airborne targets 
and engage six of them simultaneously. 

▪ The S-400’s mission set and capabilities 
are roughly comparable to the famed US 
Patriot system. 

▪ The S-400 can also be integrated into the 
existing and future air defence units of the 
Air Force, Army, and the Navy. 

India’s deal 
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▪ India and Russia signed a $5 billion 
contract for the procurement of S-400 air 
defense systems during the 2018 annual 
bilateral summit. India is set to get the 
consignment of the S-400 air defence 
system soon. 

Why does India need it? 
▪ From India’s point of view, China is also 

buying the system. In 2015, Beijing 
signed an agreement with Russia to 
purchase six battalions of the system. Its 
delivery began in January 2018. 

▪ China’s acquisition of the S-400 system 
has been viewed as a “game changer” in 
the region. However, its effectiveness 
against India is limited. According to 
experts, even if stationed right on the 
India-China border and moved into the 
Himalaya mountains, Delhi would be at 
the limit of its range. 

▪ India’s acquisition is crucial to counter 
attacks in a two-front war, including 
even high-end F-35 US fighter aircraft. 

Why in News? 
▪ As India prepares to receive the first 

batch of S-400 long-range air defence 
system by year-end, the first group of 
Indian military specialists are scheduled 
to depart for Moscow soon to undergo 
training courses on the S-400. 

▪ S-400 supplies initiative is one of the 
flagship projects in the Russian-Indian 
military and military-technical 
cooperation, which historically 
constitutes the main pillar of the special 
and privileged strategic partnership 
between the two friendly countries. 

For doubts and queries email us at: 
doubts@officerspulse.com 
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

1) Space Launch System  
Why in News? 
▪ NASA recently conducted a test firing of 

the engines for its giant Space Launch 
System (SLS) lunar rocket. 

About the project 
▪ The SLS rocket is intended to launch the 

Artemis missions that will take U.S. 
astronauts back to the Moon. 

▪ NASA’s Artemis I mission to test the SLS 
and an unmanned Orion spacecraft is 
scheduled to take place before the end of 
2021. 

▪ The following Artemis II mission in 2023 
will take astronauts around the Moon but 
will not land. Artemis III will send 
astronauts, including the first woman, to 
the Moon in 2024. 

▪ NASA’s eventual goal is to establish an 
Artemis Base Camp on the Moon before 
the end of the decade.  

▪ A manned return to the Moon is the first 
part of the Artemis program to set up a 
long-term colony and test technologies 
for a crewed mission to Mars in the 
2030s. 

About the Artemis Program 
▪ Artemis–Acceleration, Reconnection, 

Turbulence and Electrodynamics of 
Moon’s Interaction with the Sun. 

▪ Its objective is to measure what 
happens when the Sun’s radiation hits 
our rocky moon, where there is no 
magnetic field to protect it. 

▪ NASA’s powerful new rocket, the Space 
Launch System, will send astronauts 
aboard the Orion spacecraft nearly a 
quarter million miles from Earth to lunar 
orbit. 

▪ Astronauts will dock Orion at the Gateway 
and transfer to a human landing system 
for expeditions to the surface of the Moon. 

▪ They will return to the orbital outpost to 
board Orion again before returning safely 
to Earth. 

 

2) Wildfire outbreaks 
Why in News? 
▪ In a first-of-its-kind study, published in 

the journal Nature Communications, 

scientists have assessed the influence of 
human activities on extreme fire 
weather risk, and found that 
greenhouse gas emissions and air 
pollution have distinct regional 
impacts on wildfire outbreaks. 

Findings of the study 
▪ The research analysed the climate under 

various combinations of human 
influences since 1920, isolating 
individual effects and their impacts on 
extreme fire weather risk. 

▪ While previous studies found that 
human activities and their products like 
greenhouse gas emissions, and air 
pollution raise the risk of extreme fire 
weather, scientists said the specific 
influence of these factors has been 
unclear. 

▪ According to the latest research, heat-
trapping greenhouse gas emissions are 
the dominant contributors to temperature 
increases around the globe. 

▪ By 2005, emissions raised the risk of 
extreme fire weather by 20% from pre 
industrial levels in western and eastern 
North America, the Mediterranean, 
Southeast Asia, and the Amazon. 

▪ The study predicted that by 2080, 
greenhouse gas emissions are expected 
to raise the risk of extreme wildfire by 
at least 50% in western North America, 
equatorial Africa, Southeast Asia and 
Australia, while doubling it in the 
Mediterranean, southern Africa, eastern 
North America and the Amazon. 

▪ Biomass burning and land-use changes 
have more regional impacts that 
amplify greenhouse gas-driven 
warming. 

▪ A 30% increase of extreme fire 
weather risk over the Amazon and 
western North America during the 20th 
century caused by biomass burning.  

▪ Land use changes also amplified the 
risk of extreme fire weather in western 
Australia and the Amazon. 

How does this affect India? 
▪ Industrial aerosols block some of the 

solar radiation from reaching the ground 
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and tend to have a cooling effect on the 
climate. 

▪ In Southeast Asia, where aerosols 
emissions are expected to continue,  the 
study said there may be a weakening of 
the annual monsoon, drier conditions 
and an increase in extreme fire weather 
risk. 

▪ Southeast Asia relies on the monsoon, 
but aerosols cause so much cooling on 
land that it actually can suppress a 
monsoon. 

 

3) Efficient use of Nitrogen 
Why in News? 
▪ A team of scientists has found physical 

attributes and genes that help identify 
which types of rice use nitrogen 
efficiently. 

▪ They also reported 34 genes associated 
with N-use-efficient (NUE) for potential 
crop improvement. 

Why is Nitrogen needed? 
▪ Nitrogen is so vital because it is a major 

component of chlorophyll, the 
compound by which plants use sunlight 
energy to produce sugars from water and 
carbon dioxide (i.e., photosynthesis). 

▪ It is also a major component of amino 
acids, the building blocks of proteins. 
Without proteins, plants wither and die. 

▪ Some proteins act as structural units in 
plant cells while others act as enzymes, 
making possible many of the biochemical 
reactions on which life is based. 

How does this help? 
▪ The knowledge could help farmers use 

nitrogenous fertilizers efficiently, save 
costs, as well as limit nitrogen-linked 
pollution, which contributes to climate 
change. 

▪ The Indian government’s subsidy on N-
fertilizer (mainly urea) is over ₹ 50,000 
crore per annum. 

▪ The farmer pays only a quarter of the 
market price of urea and harvests a 
similar proportion of it into grain, at a N-
use-efficient (NUE) of 25-30%. The rest 
of it is lost as N-pollution. 

About Nitrogen Pollution in India 
▪ According to the Indian Nitrogen 

Assessment (2017), agriculture accounts 
for over 70% of all nitrous oxide 

emission in the Indian environment, out 
of which 77% is contributed by 
fertilizers, mostly urea. 

▪ Nitrous oxide is a greenhouse gas 
(GHG) that is 300 times more powerful 
than carbon dioxide. 

▪ It has replaced methane as the second 
largest GHG emission from Indian 
agriculture over the last 15 years. 

▪ Cereals account for over 69% of the 
total consumption of N fertilizers in 
India, with rice topping the list at 37%, 
followed by wheat (24%). 

 

4) Combating air pollution from 
planes 

Why in News? 
▪ To combat the rising threat of the noxious 

chemical waste from airplanes’ exhaust, a 
team of researchers have developed a 
concept hybrid-electric aeroplane 
propulsion system. 

Significance 
▪ Asthma, respiratory diseases, and 

cardiovascular disorders have a 
common enemy –nitrogen oxides or NOx. 
The chemical, emitted by aeroplanes and 
motor vehicles, pollutes the air. 

▪ Motor vehicles have an emission 
control system that washes out exhaust 
gas, limiting NOx in vehicular emission.  

▪ This process could not be replicated in 
airplanes as the emission control system 
would interfere with the thrust required 
to lift off the aircraft. 

▪ The noxious chemical waste from 
airplanes’ exhaust kills 16,000 people 
every year globally, according to a 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
(MIT) research note. 

How researchers tried to solve the 
problem? 

▪ To combat the rising threat, a team of 
researchers at MIT have developed a 
concept hybrid-electric aeroplane 
propulsion system. 

▪ In the hybrid electric system, the gas 
turbine drives a generator, producing 
electricity to power aircraft’s wing-
mounted, electrically-driven propellers. 

▪ This design will clean the exhaust 
before releasing harmful chemicals 
into the atmosphere as it ensures post-
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combustion emissions pass through the 
control system. 

▪ The team estimates that the concept 
would eliminate 95% of aviation’s NOx 
emissions, and thereby reduce 
premature deaths by 92%. 

 

5) Blockchain to track vaccines 
What is blockchain technology? 
▪ Blockchain is a system of recording 

information in a way that makes it 
difficult or impossible to change, hack, 
or cheat the system.  

▪ A blockchain is essentially a digital 
ledger of transactions that is duplicated 
and distributed across the entire 
network of computer systems on the 
blockchain. 

▪ Its uses include Secure sharing of medical 
data, Cross-border payments, Real-time 
IoT operating systems, Personal identity 
security, Anti-money laundering tracking 
system, Supply chain and logistics 
monitoring, Voting mechanism, etc. 

▪ Most cryptocurrencies also operate on the 
blockchain technology, 

Why in News? 
▪ Two British hospitals are using 

blockchain technology to keep tabs on the 
storage and supply of temperature-
sensitive COVID-19 vaccines. 

How is it useful for Covid vaccines? 
▪ The two hospitals expanded their use of 

a distributed ledger, an offshoot of 
blockchain, from tracking vaccines and 
chemotherapy drugs to monitoring 
fridges storing COVID-19 vaccines. 

▪ It will bolster record-keeping and data-
sharing across supply chains. 

▪ The data is accurate at source, and after 
that point it can be verified that it's never 
been changed, it's never been tampered 
with. 

For doubts and queries email us at: 
doubts@officerspulse.com 
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ART & CULTURE 
 
1) Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
Why in News? 
▪ Government has announced that Netaji 

Subhas Chandra Bose’s birth anniversary 
(January 23) would be celebrated as 
Parakram Diwas (day of courage) 
annually starting from this year. 

About Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
▪ Subhas Chandra Bose was born on 23rd 

January 1897, in Cuttack, Bengal Province. 
▪ He is credited with the very famous 

slogan, “Give me blood, and I shall give 
you freedom” and “Jai Hind”. 

▪ He is also credited to be the first man to 
call Mahatma Gandhi “Father of the 
Nation”, in his address from Singapore. 

▪ In 1919, Bose got selected for the Indian 
Civil Services (ICS) examination but he 
later resigned 

▪ In 1921, Bose worked under 
Chittaranjan Das. He worked as the 
editor for Das’s newspaper, Forward, 
and later started his own newspaper, 
Swaraj. 

▪ In 1923, Bose was elected the President 
of the All India Youth Congress 

▪ He researched and wrote the first part of 
his book, The Indian Struggle, which 
covered the country’s independence 
movement in the years 1920–1934. 

▪ Bose took over as the elected President 
of Indian National Congress in 1938 
(Haripur) and stood for unqualified 
Swaraj (self-governance) and the use of 
force against the British. 

▪ Bose was re-elected in 1939 (Tripuri) 
but soon resigned from the presidency 
and formed the All India Forward Bloc. 

▪ In 1942, he earned the title ‘Netaji’, in 
Germany by the Indian soldiers of the 
Azad Hind Fauj. 

▪ In 1943, he travelled to Japan and took 
leadership of the Indian Independence 
Movement in East Asia. 

▪ He took the leadership of a trained army 
of about 40,000 troops in Japanese-
occupied Southeast Asia known as the 
Indian National Army. (The INA was 
first formed under Mohan Singh and 
Japanese Major Iwaichi Fujiwara). 

▪ The troops of the INA were under the 
Azad Hind Government, which came to 
produce its own currency, postage 
stamps, court and civil code, and was 
recognised by nine Axis states. 

▪ He is said to have died in 1945 when his 
plane crashed in Taiwan. 

For doubts and queries email us at: 
doubts@officerspulse.com 
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PIB ANALYSIS 
 

1 ) SKOCH Challenger Award 
About the SKOCH Challenger Award 
▪ The SKOCH Challenger Awards are 

distinctive for its approach of selection of 
awardees, which is not based on the 
nomination but on discovery.  

▪ It is considered India’s Highest 
Independent Honour and is conferred 
after exhaustive research and expert 
evaluations.  

▪ The SKOCH Awards acknowledge people, 
projects and institutions that go the extra 
mile to make India a better nation. 

Why in News? 
▪ Ministry of Panchayati Raj received the 

SKOCH Challenger Award under 
“Transparency in Governance” category 
for IT-led initiatives and transformational 
reforms leading to outcome-based 
performance improvement, better 
transparency and strengthening of the e-
Governance in Panchayati Raj Institutions 
(PRIs) across the country. 

▪ The following are the initiatives of the 
Ministry of Panchayati Raj for 
strengthening e-Governance in 
Panchayati Raj Institutions to enable 
them to discharge their mandated 
functions effectively while facilitating 
transparency, accountability and robust 
service delivery: 

SVAMITVA Scheme 
▪ SVAMITVA Scheme aims to provide an 

integrated property validation 
solution for rural India, engaging the 
latest drone surveying technology, for 
demarcating the inhabitant land in rural 
areas.  

▪ Under the SVAMITVA Scheme, the first 
ever exercise undertaken to carry out 
property survey of all villages to 
provide Record of Rights to millions of 
rural property owners of inhabited area 
by issuing property cards to them for 
their immovable residential property. 

▪ This is expected to pave the way to use 
their property as a financial asset for 
availing loans and other financial benefits 
from banks as in the case in towns and 
cities.  

▪ Besides, this will ensure modernised and 
digitised land records for an easier and 
efficient method of maintaining and 
updating the land records and bring 
transparency in the land records 
management system. 

e-GramSwaraj 
▪ e-GramSwaraj application provides single 

window with the complete profile of 
the Gram Panchayat, including Sarpanch 
and Panchayat Secretary details, 
demographic details of Panchayat, details 
of Panchayat Finances, asset details, 
activities taken up through Gram 
Panchayat Development Plan (GPDP), 
Mission Antyodaya survey reports etc.  

▪ The application aims to bring in more 
transparency, thus strengthening the e-
Governance in Panchayati Raj Institutions 
(PRIs) across the country through 
decentralized planning, process reporting 
and work-based accounting. Furthermore, 
the application provides a platform for 
effective monitoring. 

On-line Monitoring Systems of Central 
Finance Commission (CFC) Funds Flow 
& Proper Utilisation 

▪ The Online Payment Module is one of its 
kind whereby Gram Panchayats are 
carrying out online payments to the 
vendors and service providers.  

▪ The main objective of introducing such a 
module is to have a sound financial 
management system in the Panchayats 
leading to their greater credibility and 
image.  

AuditOnline  
▪ The Fifteenth Finance Commission has 

prescribed for preparation of online 
audited accounts of the Rural Local 
Bodies (RLBs). 

▪ In this regard, the Ministry of Panchayati 
Raj has conceptualized and developed an 
application called “AuditOnline” for 
online audit of Panchayat accounts in 
order to strengthen the transparency and 
accountability at grassroots level. It 
allows for online audit of Panchayat 
accounts and records detailed 
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information about internal and external 
audit. 

▪ It not only facilitates the auditing of 
accounts but also provisions for 
maintaining digital audit records 
pertaining to audit that has been carried 
out. This application encompasses to 
streamline the process for audit inquiries, 
draft local audit reports, draft audit 
paragraphs etc.  

Gram Manchitra – Geo-Spatial Planning 
Application 

▪ Gram Manchitra is a Spatial Planning 
Application for facilitating and 
supporting Gram Panchayat users to 
perform planning at Gram Panchayat level 
with the use of geo spatial technology. 
‘Real time’ monitoring of development 
work implementation status and progress 
of execution of various schemes can be 
easily tracked. 

 

2) Indo-French Exercise Desert 
Knight-21 

Why in News? 

▪ Indian Air Force and French Air and 
Space Force are set to conduct the 
bilateral Air exercise, Ex Desert Knight-
21. 

About: 
▪ It is a five-day exercise which will witness 

participation from a plethora of aircraft. 
▪ The main objective is to put into practice 

operational experience gained across 
terrains and spectrums and endeavour to 
exchange ideas and best practices to 
enhance interoperability. 

▪ The most interesting part of the exercise 
would be the participation of Rafales 
from both the air forces which is 
indicative of the growing interaction 
between the two premiers Air Forces. 

Other Defence Exercises between India and 
France: 

▪ Varuna – Naval exercise 
▪ Garuda – Air exercise 
▪ Shakti – Army exercise 
 

3) ASTROSAT 
About 

 
▪ ASTROSAT is India’s first dedicated 

multi wavelength space observatory.  
▪ This scientific satellite mission 

endeavours for a more detailed 
understanding of our universe.  

▪ One of the unique features of ASTROSAT 
mission is that it enables the 
simultaneous multi-wavelength 
observations of various astronomical 
objects with a single satellite. 

▪ ASTROSAT observes the universe in the 
optical, Ultraviolet, low and high energy 
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X-ray regions of the electromagnetic 
spectrum, whereas most other scientific 
satellites are capable of observing a 
narrow range of wavelength band.  

▪ AstroSat was launched in 2015 into a 
650 km orbit inclined at an angle of 6 deg 
to the equator by PSLV-C30 from Satish 
Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota. 

▪ The key objectives of ASTROSAT 
mission are: 

▪ To understand high energy processes in 
binary star systems containing neutron 
stars and black holes 

▪ Estimate magnetic fields of neutron stars 
▪ Study star birth regions and high energy 

processes in star systems lying beyond 
our galaxy 

▪ Detect new briefly bright X-ray sources in 
the sky 

▪ Perform a limited deep field survey of the 
Universe in the Ultraviolet region 

Why in News ? 
▪ AstroSat’s Ultraviolet Imaging Telescope 

spots have spotted rare hot Ultraviolet 
(UV)-bright stars in the Milky Way. 

News in Detail: 
▪ Astronomers exploring the massive 

intriguing globular cluster in our Galaxy 
called NGC 2808 that is said to have at 
least five generations of stars have 
spotted rare hot UV-bright stars in it. 
These stars whose inner core is almost 
exposed, making them very hot, exist in 
the late stages of evolution of a Sun-like 
star. It is not clear how these stars end 
their lives as not many of them are 
detected in these fast-evolving phases, 
making their study crucial. 

4) Exercise Kavach 
About: 
▪ The Joint Military Exercise Kavach will 

involve Indian Navy, Indian Army, 
Indian Air Force and Indian Coast 
Guard. 

▪ The exercise would involve participation 
and deployment of elements of Army’s 
Amphibious Brigade along with 
supporting forces including  

1. Special Forces of Navy 
2. Armour/Mechanised components 
3. Naval Ships comprising Destroyers 

4. Jaguar Maritime Strike and Transport 
aircraft from Indian Air Force and assets 
of Coast Guard.   

▪ The joint force will execute multi-domain, 
high-intensity offensive and defensive 
manoeuvres in the Andaman Sea and Bay 
of Bengal. 

▪ Significance: The exercise will check the 
preparedness of all the agencies in 
dealing with an asymmetric threat. 

Why in News? 
▪ A large scale Joint Military Exercise 

‘Exercise Kavach’ involving assets of 
Indian Army, Indian Navy, Indian Air 
Force and Indian Coast Guard will be 
conducted in the coming week under the 
aegis of the Andaman and Nicobar 
Command (ANC), the only Joint Forces 
Command of the country.  

 

5) Shramshakti Portal 
About: 
▪ Shramshakti Portal is the National Tribal 

Migration Support Portal. It will record 
various data including demographic 
profile, livelihood options, skill mapping 
and migration pattern. It would 
effectively help in the smooth formulation 
of state and national level programs for 
tribal migrant workers. 

Need of the portal 
▪ Migrants all over the country had to face 

after the lockdown was announced due to 
the pandemic caused by a coronavirus. 

▪ The migration of tribal population is 
distress-driven and the migrants are 
exposed to difficult and unsafe conditions. 

▪ Sometimes they face trafficking or 
wages harassment issues including 
many occupational hazards at the 
workplace. 

▪ The lack of real-time data of migrants was 
the biggest challenge for governments in 
formulating effective strategies and policy 
decisions for the welfare of migrant 
workers at both source and destination 
states. 

Benefits of the portal 
▪ The tribal migration repository would be 

able to successfully address the data gap 
and empower migrant workers who 
generally migrate in search of 
employment and income generation. 
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▪ It would also help the government for 
linking the migrant population with the 
existing Welfare Scheme- under 
Aatmanirbhar Bharat. 

▪ Tribal migrant workers often have low 
awareness about their rights and 
entitlements and ways to access services 
and social security in source and 
destination areas. 

▪ With this, they will be able to demand and 
access services, rights and entitlements 

related to livelihood and social security at 
their village before migration, as well 
after migration at destination towns and 
cities. 

Why in News? 
▪ The Ministry of Tribal Affairs has 

launched “Shramshakti” Digital Data 
Solution for Migrant Workers. 

For doubts and queries email us at 
doubts@officerspulse.com 
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News in Depth
AIR NEWS 

 

1) National Register of Citizens  
What is it? 
▪ The National Register of Citizens (NRC) is 

the register containing names of Indian 
citizens. 

▪ NRC was prepared first in 1951 after the 
conduct of the Census of 1951. 

▪ It is being updated and that too only in 
Assam.  

▪ Now, it is not linked to census but one has 
to link oneself to a family member whose 
name had appeared either in the NRC of 
1951, or to any of the state’s electoral 
rolls prepared till midnight of 24th 
March 1971. 

▪ If the applicant’s name is not on any of 
these lists, he can produce any of the 12 
other documents dated up to March 24, 
1971. 

Why 1971? 
The Assam Accord 
▪ Popular movements between 1979 and 

1985 against undocumented immigrants 
in Assam led to the Assam Accord. 

▪ The Assam Accord (1985) was a 
Memorandum of Settlement (MoS) signed 
between representatives of the 
Government of India and the leaders of 
the Assam Movement in New Delhi on 15 
August 1985. 

▪ As per the accord, all migrants who came 
to Assam prior to March 24, 1971, would 
be given citizenship, after fulfilling certain 
criteria. 

▪ Foreigners who came to Assam on or after 
March 25, 1971, shall continue to be 
detected, deleted and practical steps 
shall be taken to expel such foreigners. 

▪ However, the provisions in the Assam 
accord were not implemented for a long 
time. 

▪ Finally the Supreme Court, which is 
supervising the entire process, set a hard 

deadline of August 31, 2019, for the final 
NRC. 

Current status 
▪ The final draft of NRC was released in 

August 2019 which excluded 19 lakh of 
the 3.29 crore applicants in Assam. 

▪ Each excluded person can file an appeal in 
Foreigners Tribunals. 

▪ The appellant then has the option of 
approaching the High Court and 
Supreme Court. 

Foreigners Tribunal 
▪ The foreigners tribunals are quasi-judicial 

bodies, unique to Assam, to determine if a 
person staying illegally is a “foreigner” or 
not. 

▪ The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has 
amended the Foreigners (Tribunals) 
Order, 1964, and has empowered 
district magistrates in all States and 
Union Territories to set up tribunals to 
decide whether a person staying illegally 
in India is a foreigner or not. 

▪ Earlier, the powers to constitute tribunals 
were vested only with the Centre. 

Why in News? 
▪ Chief Election Commissioner Sunil Arora 

said that as per the guidelines issued by 
the Home Ministry, those people whose 
names were not included in the NRC list 
could also exercise their voting rights in 
the upcoming Assam assembly elections. 

 

2) Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana 
(Urban) 

About: 
▪ The Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban) 

Programme was launched by the 
Ministry of Housing and Urban Poverty 
Alleviation (MoHUPA) which envisions 
Housing for All by 2022, when the 
Nation completes 75 years of its 
Independence.  
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▪ It was launched in 2015 to provide 
central assistance to implementing 
agencies through States and UTs for 
providing houses to all eligible families/ 
beneficiaries. 

▪ The Mission seeks to address the housing 
requirement of urban poor including slum 
dwellers through following programme 
verticals: 

1. Slum rehabilitation of Slum Dwellers with 
participation of private developers using 
land as a resource 

2. Promotion of Affordable Housing for 
weaker section through credit linked 
subsidy 

3. Affordable Housing in Partnership with 
Public & Private sectors 

4. Subsidy for beneficiary-led individual 
house construction /enhancement 
 

Beneficiaries 
▪ Beneficiaries include economically 

weaker sections (EWS), low-income 
groups (LIGs) and Middle Income 
Groups (MIGs).  

▪ The EWS/LIG/MIG categories are defined 
as follows: 

1. EWS households with an annual income 
upto Rs. 3.00 lakhs. 

2. LIG households with an annual income 
between Rs. 3.00 lakhs to Rs. 6.00 lakhs. 

3. MIG households with an annual income 
between Rs. 6.00 lakhs to Rs. 18.00 lakhs. 

▪ EWS category of beneficiaries is eligible 
for assistance in all four verticals of the 
Missions whereas LIG and MIG categories 
are eligible under only Credit linked 
subsidy scheme (CLSS) component of the 
Mission. 

▪ The beneficiary family should not own a 
pucca house and the beneficiary family 
should not have availed of central 
assistance under any housing scheme 
from Government of India. 

Implementation: 
▪ Mission is implemented as Centrally 

Sponsored Scheme (CSS) except for the 
component of credit linked subsidy which 
will be implemented as a Central Sector 
Scheme. 

▪ All statutory towns as per Census 2011 
and towns notified subsequently would 
be eligible for coverage under the Mission. 

Why in News? 
▪ The Union Government has said that 

more than one crore one lakh houses have 
been approved under the Pradhan Mantri 
Awas Yojana PMAY(U) (Urban) till date. 
The construction of more than 70 lakh 
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houses is in various stages and more than 
41 lakh houses have been completed. 

▪ The construction of 1,68,606 new houses 
have been approved in the 52nd Meeting 
of the Central Sanctioning and Monitoring 
Committee under the scheme.  

3) Saksham Initiative 
What’s in the news? 
▪ Recently, with a view to create awareness 

among the consumers of fossil fuels, 
Petroleum Conservation Research 
Association (PCRA), Ministry of 
Petroleum and Natural Gas has 
launched a month long SAKSHAM 
campaign highlighting the adverse health 
and environmental impacts of increasing 
carbon footprints.  

▪ SAKSHAM’s idea is to convince 
consumers to switch to cleaner fuels 
and bring in behavioral change to use 
fossil fuel intelligently. 

▪ The campaign will spread awareness 
through various pan-India activities such 
as cyclothon, farmer workshops, 
seminars, painting competition, CNG 
vehicle driving contest, etc among 
masses about the advantages of using 
clean fuels.  

▪ The objectives of the campaign are:  
1. moving towards a gas-based economy,  
2. increased use of cleaner fuels like 

Hydrogen,  
3. greater reliance on domestic sources to 

drive bio-fuels,  
4. achieving renewable targets with the set 

deadlines,  
5. increased use of electric vehicles to 

decarbonize mobility,  
6. digital innovation across all energy 

systems. 
For doubts and queries email us at 

doubts@officerspulse.com 
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THE HINDU EDITORIALS 
 

1) Mining in India equals selling 
the family gold 

GS-3 Economy 
NEWS  
▪ The consumption of what we have 

inherited without a thought for 
generations to come will leave the whole 
world poorer; like an addict selling the 
family gold. Thus, the principle of 
Intergenerational Equity makes it 
imperative for us to ensure future 
generations inherit at least as much as we 
did. 

BACKGROUND   
▪ Climate change and high levels of 

consumption have already threaten to rob 
future generations of a planet that is 
liveable. Further treating mineral sale 
proceeds as revenue rather than 
inherited wealth will compromise the 
ability of future generations to meet their 
needs. 

WHY IS IT UNSUSTAINABLE? 
▪ India’s National Mineral Policy 2019 

states: “natural resources, including 
minerals, are a shared inheritance where 
the state is the trustee on behalf of the 
people to ensure that future generations 
receive the benefit of inheritance.” The 
primary objective of a trustee/ manager is 
to maintain the corpus of the trust, the 
shared inheritance of natural resources. 

▪ The extraction of oil, gas and minerals is 
effectively the sale of this inheritance, but 
the governments everywhere treat the 
mineral sale proceeds as revenue. 

▪ This results in governments selling 
minerals at prices significantly lower 
than what they are worth, driven by 
lobbying, political donations and 
corruption. 

▪ For e.g. according to the annual reports of 
Vedanta, it is estimated that over eight 
years (2004-2012), Goa lost more than 
95% of the value of its minerals, after 
extraction costs and a reasonable profit 
for the extractor. 

▪ This makes a few extractors and their 
cronies super rich, increasing inequality, 
while the sales by the government are 

treated as “revenue” and happily spent, 
leaving neither the minerals nor their 
value for future generations to inherit. 
This is just not sustainable. 

LOSSES, ERROR IN ACCOUNTING 
▪ There is growing empirical evidence of 

large losses in mining from around the 
world, for e.g. as per the International 
Monetary Fund, many governments of 
resource rich nations, including the 
United Kingdom and Norway, face 
declining public sector net worth and 
their governments are becoming 
poorer. This indicates unsustainable 
mining. 

▪ Besides this, losses in mineral value drive 
many of the other problems with mining. 
Eg: Trees, tigers and tribals are labelled as 
anti development or anti national. 

▪ Politicians and voters perceive more 
mining equals more government revenue 
equals good.  

▪ Since extraction is not recognised as the 
sale of inherited wealth, the true loss is 
hidden. More mining would make a bad 
situation significantly worse. 

WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE? 
▪ As long as the Government Accounting 

Standards Advisory Board does not 
correct this error in the standards for 
public sector accounting and reporting for 
mineral wealth, politicians and voters will 
advocate increasing extraction. 

▪ Hence, it is essential to change our way of 
understanding minerals as a “shared 
inheritance”, not a source of “windfall 
revenue”. 

HOW TO MANAGE IT? 
▪ Since minerals are a shared inheritance 

held in trust for the people and future 
generations, our foremost duty is to 
maintain the value of our children’s 
inheritance by avoiding theft, loss, 
waste or consumption. 

▪ Leaving the minerals undisturbed fulfils 
our duty. Therefore, if we extract and 
sell our mineral wealth, the explicit 
objective must be to achieve zero loss 
in value. 
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▪ The state as trustee must capture the full 
economic rent (sale price minus cost of 
extraction, cost including reasonable 
profit for extractor). 

WAY FORWARD 
▪ Measures should be taken to fulfil the 

mandate of National Mineral Policy 
2019 which says: “State Governments 
will endeavour to ensure that the full 
value of the extracted minerals is received 
by the State.” 

▪ Like in Norway, the entire mineral sale 
proceeds should be saved in a Future 
Generations Fund. The Future 
Generations Fund could be passively 
invested through the National Pension 
Scheme framework. 

▪ Setting a global judicial precedent, in 
2014 the Supreme Court ordered the 
creation of a Goa Iron Ore Permanent 
Fund. The real income of a fund of this 
nature may be distributed only as a 
citizens’ dividend, equally to all as 
owners. 

▪ This way of fair mining is sustainable as 
— capital has been maintained; the 
savings rate would rise, making available 
more long term domestic capital; it 
diversifies risk while likely improving 
returns — it is nearly impossible to 
outperform the market rate of return; the 
dividend is in effect a Universal Basic 
Income; lower inequality leads to higher 
economic performance, and as budgets no 
longer have easy mining money, public 
investment, and tax administration 
will  become more effective and efficient. 
This is a six-fold economic boost. 

▪ These principles of fair mining are 
constitutional as they promote- justice, 
liberty, equality, and fraternity. They are 
moral, ethical, fair, right and sustainable. 

▪ Thus, the reduction in losses would limit 
corruption, crony capitalism and growing 
inequality. Also they fulfil our duties to 
our future generations. 

▪ Let us be the generation that changes the 
course of history for the better, not the 
one that consumed the planet. 

 

2) The threat of deep fakes 

GS-3 Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, 
Computers, robotics, Nano-technology, 
bio-technology. 

GS-3 Challenges to internal security 
through communication networks, role 
of media and social networking sites in 
internal security challenges, basics of 
cyber security. 

NEWS   
▪ The protesters of Capitol Hill in the U.S. 

believe that the 2020 U.S. election was 
stolen by the Democrats. This is largely 
due to misinformation and disinformation 
of which deepfakes are a part. It has even 
threatened the electoral outcome of the 
world’s oldest democracy. 

WHAT ARE DEEP FAKES? 
▪ Deepfakes are synthetic media, i.e. media 

(including images, audio and video) that 
are either manipulated or wholly 
generated by Artificial Intelligence 
(AI). 

CHALLENGES OF DEEP FAKES 
▪ AI is being used for fabricating audios, 

videos and texts to show real people 
saying and doing things they never did, or 
creating new images and videos. These 
are done so convincingly that it is hard to 
detect what is fake and what is real. 

▪ The idea of mere existence of deep fakes 
causes enough distrust that any true 
evidence can be dismissed as fake. 

▪ Detection can often be done only by AI 
generated tools. 

▪ Deep Fakes can target anyone, anywhere. 
▪ They are used to tarnish reputations, 

create mistrust, question facts, and 
spread propaganda. 

MEASURES AGAINST DEEPFAKES IN INDIA 
▪ So far, India has not enacted any specific 

legislation to deal with deep fakes, though 
there are some provisions in the Indian 
Penal Code that criminalise certain forms 
of online/social media content 
manipulation. 

▪ The Information Technology Act, 2000 
covers certain cybercrimes. But this law 
and the Information Technology 
Intermediary Guidelines (Amendment) 
Rules, 2018 are inadequate to deal 
with content manipulation on digital 
platforms. (The guidelines stipulate that 
due diligence must be observed by the 
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intermediate companies for removal of 
illegal content) 

▪ In 2018, the government proposed rules 
to curtail the misuse of social networks. 
Social media companies voluntarily 
agreed to take action to prevent 
violations during the 2019 general 
election. The Election Commission issued 
instructions on social media use during 
election campaigns. 

▪ But reports show that social media 
platforms like WhatsApp were used as 
“vehicles for misinformation and 
propaganda” by major political parties 
during the election. 

WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE? 
▪ Existing laws are clearly inadequate to 

safeguard individuals and entities against 
deepfakes. Only AI-generated tools can be 
effective in detection. Hence, as 
innovation in deep fakes gets better, AI-
based automated tools must be invented 
accordingly. 

▪ Blockchains are robust against many 
security threats and can be used to 
digitally sign and affirm the validity of a 
video or document. 

▪ Educating media users about the 
capabilities of AI algorithms could help. 

▪ Deepfakes must be contextualised within 
the broader framework of malicious 
manipulated media, computational 
propaganda and disinformation 
campaigns. 

▪ Journalists need tools to scrutinise 
images, video and audio recordings for 
which they need training and resources. 

▪ Policymakers must understand how 
deepfakes can threaten polity, society, 
economy, culture, individuals and 
communities, and bring adequate laws to 
curb this menace. 

▪ Deepfakes is a major challenge which 
causes multidimensional issues. Hence, 
there is a need for collaborative, multi 
stakeholder responses that require 
experts in every sector to find solutions. 
Also it should be noted that in today’s 
world disinformation comes in varied 
forms and no single technology can 
resolve the problem. Hence, as deep fakes 
evolve, AI-backed technological tools to 
detect and prevent them must also evolve. 

 

3) Removing the creases in 
housework valuation 

GS-1: Role of women and women’s 
organization, population and 
associated issues, poverty and 
developmental issues, urbanization, 
their problems and their remedies. 

CONTEXT   
▪ Recently veteran actor Kamal Haasan and 

his Makkal Needhi Maiam party promised 
salaries for housewives as a part of the 
party’s election manifesto. This  has 
revived the debate on the recognition of 
domestic work as work. 

BURDEN ON THE WOMEN COMPARED TO 
THE MEN 

▪ According to the 2011 Census, while 
159.85 million women stated household 
work as their main occupation, a mere 
5.79 men referred to it as their main 
occupation. 

▪ ‘Time Use in India2019 Report’ of the 
National Statistical Office says that on an 
average, while Indian women spend 299 
minutes a day on unpaid domestic 
services for household members, men 
spend just 97 minutes. Women spend 134 
minutes in a day on unpaid caregiving 
services for household members. 

▪ A French government’s Commission on 
the Measurement of Economic 
Performance and Social Progress in 2009 
that studied the situation in Germany, 
Italy, the United Kingdom, France, Finland 
and the U.S. drew similar conclusions. 

▪ A report entitled ‘Women’s Economic 
Contribution through their Unpaid 
Work: A Case Study of India’ (2009) had 
estimated the economic value of services 
by women to be to the tune of a whopping 
$ 612.8 billion annually. 

▪ Globally, women perform 76.2% of total 
hours of unpaid care work, more than 
three times as much as men. 

▪ 92% Indian women take part in unpaid 
domestic work; only 27% men do so. 

JUDICIAL RESPONSES BY SUPREME COURT 
ON THIS REGARD 

▪ In Kirti and Another v. Oriental 
Insurance Company (2021) casse, 
Justice Ramana has not only listed the 
various activities women undertake but 
also referred to British economist Arthur 
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Cecil Pigou who had lamented that the 
household work by wives is not taken into 
consideration in calculating national 
income. 

▪ In Arun Kumar Agrawal v. National 
Insurance Company (2010) case, the 
Supreme Court acknowledged the 
contribution of the housewives and also 
observed that it cannot be computed in 
terms of money. Her gratuitous services 
rendered with true love and affection 
cannot be equated with services rendered 
by others. 

▪ Justice A.K. Ganguly in Arun Kumar 
Agrawal (2010) case, referred to Census 
2001 that is carried out under an Act of 
Parliament and had categorized those 
who perform household duties, i.e. about 
36 crore women in India, as non-workers 
and clubbed them together with beggars, 
prostitutes and prisoners (who are not 
engaged in economically unproductive 
work). 

HISTORY OF THIS SKEWED BURDEN OF 
LABOR 

▪ For centuries, the English common law of 
marital status was starkly hierarchical. 

▪ Forget the recognition of a homemaker’s 
work as work; she had no right even in 
respect of her work outside home. 

▪ Till 1851, no country had recognised a 
wife’s right in earnings of any sort. If a 
housewife worked for pay in or out of the 
home, it was her husband’s prerogative to 
collect her wages. 

▪ By the middle of the 19th century, some 
American States started reforming the 
common law of marital status by enacting 
the “Married Women’s Property Acts”. 
Some of these statutes exempted the 
wives’ real property from their husband’s 
debts. 

▪ By 1850, the era of “earning statutes” 
started which granted wives property 
rights in earnings from their “separate” or 
“personal” labour. 

▪ But the Census measures of the economy 
that appeared in the aftermath of the 
American Civil War characterised 
household work as “unproductive”, and 
excluded women engaged in income 
producing work in the household from 
the count of “gainfully employed”. 

▪ The Indian Census also seems to refer to 
this regressive precedent. 

REASON BEHIND THIS BIASED DIVISION OF 
LABOR 

▪ For centuries home and market were 
considered as two distinct spheres, such 
that market was a male sphere of selfish 
competitiveness, while the home was 
celebrated as a female sphere. 

▪ The tendency of a “separate spheres” 
reasoning was thus to reinforce the legal 
ordering of family life and justify a 
husband’s control of family assets. 

▪ Subsequently, women demanded a right 
to own themselves, their earnings, their 
genius. They finally achieved success 
when the equal rights of wives in the 
matrimonial property were recognised. 

▪ The Third National Women’s 
Liberation conference, in England in 
1972, for the first time, explicitly 
demanded payment of wages for the 
household work. 

SITUATION IN INDIA   
▪ The debate on joint property rights of 

married women is not new though we still 
do not have joint matrimonial property 
law. 

▪ Veena Verma did introduce a private 
member Bill in 1994 entitled The 
Married Women (Protection of Rights) 
Bill, 1994. The Bill provided that a 
married woman shall be entitled to have 
an equal share in the property of her 
husband from the date of her marriage 
and shall also be entitled to dispose of her 
share in the property by way of sale, gift, 
mortgage, will or in any other manner 
whatsoever. 

▪ But in 2010, even registration of the 
National Housewives Association as a 
trade union was denied as domestic work 
was treated as neither trade nor industry. 

WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE? 
▪ It should understand that the term ‘salary’ 

as monthly payment is indeed 
problematic as it indicates an employer 
employee relationship, i.e., a 
relationship of subordination with the 
employer having disciplinary control over 
the employee. 

▪ Wives do not deserve a master servant 
relationship. Hence, there is the need for 
measurement and quantification of 
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unremunerated domestic activities of 
women and their recognition in GDP, as 
recommended by The United Nations’ 
Committee on the Elimination of 
Discrimination Against Women, in 
1991, so that the de facto economic 
contribution of women is highlighted. 

▪ Matrimonial property laws do give 
women their share but only when the 
marital tie comes to an end. Hence, the 
time has come to insist that the work 
women perform for the family should be 
valued equally with men’s work during 
the continuance of marriage. 

▪ There is a need for women to be little 
assertive, so that prenuptial marriage 
agreements can easily solve this problem 
with the insertion of the clause on wives’ 
right in husband’s earnings and 
properties being included in such 
agreements. 

 

4) True empowerment of the 
electricity consumer 

GS-3:  Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, 
Airports, Railways etc. and Investment 
models. 

Context   
▪ Union Power Ministry claimed the 

empowerment of the electricity 
consumers as the “Electricity (Rights of 
Consumers) Rules, 2020 was 
promulgated in December 2020. 

The Electricity (Rights of Consumers) 
Rules, 2020 Rules 

▪ Aim: To “empower” consumers with 
rights to access a continuous supply of 
quality, reliable electricity. 

▪ Coverage: The rules cover several key 
areas of power supply to consumers in 
the country, such as obligations of 
distribution licensees, metering 
arrangements, the release of new 
connections and modifications of existing 
connections and grievance redressal and 
compensation mechanisms.  

EMPOWERING CONSUMERS 
▪ The rules try to solve the issue of 

supply quality by giving prominence to 
national minimum standards for the 
performance parameters of electricity 
distribution companies (DISCOMs), 
without urban-rural distinction, 

especially for new connections, metering 
and billing. 

▪ The rules reiterate the need for 
automatically compensating 
consumers, but the jury is still out if the 
rules can enhance the quality of the 
power supply. 

CHALLENGES TO THE RULES 
Lack of accountability:  
▪ Many states already have similar or 

upgraded rules but are unable to provide 
quality supply due to the absence of an 
accountability mechanism to enforce the 
existing rules and make DISCOMS 
accountable. 

▪ There are doubts on the efficacy of 
automatic compensation payments 
guarantee to consumers due to 
inadequate monitoring of the availability 
of power supply. 

▪ Moreover, such compensation will 
require serious commitment. For 
example, according to government 
reports, rural areas received about 20 
hours of supply, in August 2020, but the 
compensation amount paid was just a few 
lakhs in each State for the entire year. 

▪ This highlights not only the need for 
implementation of existing provisions in 
letter and spirit but also amending them 
with strong accountability provisions. 

Weakening provisions:  
▪ The new Rules appear to water down 

some of the progressive mechanisms that 
already exist in some of the State 
regulations. 

▪ The Rules provide a window of 30 days 
within which the complaints regarding 
faulty meters should be addressed unlike 
the span of seven days provided by 
many states. 

▪ A similar observation can be drawn from 
the suggested composition of the 
Consumer Grievance Redressal Forum. 
The Rules say that the forum — 
constituted to remedy complaints against 
DISCOMs as per existing laws and 
regulations — should be headed by a 
senior officer of the company.  

▪ This is a regressive provision that would 
reduce the number of cases that are 
decided in favour of consumers, thereby 
eroding its credibility. Maharashtra, 
Telangana and Bihar, among others, have 
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the option of appointing a retired senior 
judicial officer or other independent 
members as the chairperson.  

The Rules do not promote progressive 
reforms as well:  

▪ With the promotion of solar roof-top units 
by the government, there is a guarantee 
of net metering for a solar rooftop unit 
less than 10 kW, but there is no clarity if 
those above 10 kW can also avail net 
metering. This could lead to a change in 
regulations in many states based on their 
own interpretations. 

▪ The possible litigation could impede 
investment flow to rooftop solar units and 
would dissuade medium and large 
consumers to opt for an environment-
friendly, cost-effective option. 

1. Net metering is a mechanism which allows 
domestic or commercial users who 
generate their own electricity using solar 
panels or photovoltaic systems to export 
their surplus energy back to the grid.  

2. The process of net metering provides 
system owners with the opportunity to 
gain extra revenue by selling their excess 
power to the grid while also making up for 
shortfalls via the grid. 

NEED FOR COMMITMENT 
▪ In the absence of a strong accountability 

provision, the consumer protection rules 
will not ensure better power supply 
quality. 

▪ The central government can ensure 
accountability by nudging the State 
Electricity Regulatory Commissions 
(SERCs) to examine the Standards of 
Performance (SoP) reports of DISCOMs 
and revise their regulations more 
frequently. 

▪ Also, the SERCs should conduct 
meetings with the consumers helping 
them raise their concerns. 

▪ DISCOMs could be directed to ensure 
automatic metering at least at the 11 kV 
feeder level, this will help in adequate 
monitoring of power supply. 

▪ The Central Electricity Authority (CEA) of 
India could be directed to collect supply 
quality data from DISCOMs, publicly host 
them on online portals and prepare 
analysis reports. 

▪ A regular tariff revision has been pursued 
by Central agencies. They could also 

support independent surveys and nudge 
State agencies to enforce existing SoP 
regulations. 

▪ The central government could disburse 
funds for financial assistance programmes 
based on audited SoP reports. 

CONCLUSION   
▪ With a focused one time effort, 

electrification drives could provide 
connections across the country. But 
ensuring round the clock supply will 
require continuous efforts and without 
accountability, consumer compensation is 
meagre. 

 

5) Defending liberty against 
political prosecution   

GS-2 Judiciary 
NEWS   
▪ The November 27, 2020 Supreme Court 

judgment granting TV anchor Arnab 
Goswami bail has brought the debate on 
the selective prosecution in the forefront.  

CONTEXT  
▪ One of the oldest, most pernicious forms 

of abuse of state power in India involves 
the police and enforcement agencies 
selectively targeting political and 
ideological opponents of the ruling 
dispensation to interrogate, humiliate, 
harass, arrest, torture and imprison them, 
ostensibly on grounds unrelated to their 
ideology or politics, while sparing 
comparably placed supporters and 
friends of rulers of the day. 

SELECTIVE PROSECUTION  
▪ Selective prosecution means the illegal 

selection of accused based on grounds 
prohibited by the Constitution. The 
constitutionally prohibited ground 
confronting in India is the political or 
ideological affiliation of the accused. It 
is an arbitrary ground that violates the 
Article 14 guarantee of equal protection 
of the law. 

▪ In the words of then Chief Justice W. 
Rehnquist of the United States Supreme 
Court, “A selective prosecution claim is 
not a defence on the merits to the 
criminal charge itself, but an independent 
assertion that the prosecutor has brought 
the charge for reasons forbidden by the 
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Constitution.” (United States v. Armstrong 
(1996)).  

SELECTIVE PROSECUTION RAISES 
FOLLOWING QUESTIONS 

▪ Is this use of state power legally 
permissible? 

▪ Is there no escape for victims of such 
abuse of state power? 

▪ Is their only remedy bringing an action 
for wrongful prosecution years later — if 
they are acquitted and after suffering 
through many years of process as 
punishment? 

▪ Or is there a legal remedy for nipping this 
evil in the bud, at the very outset, to 
protect the life and liberty of the accused? 

PROBLEM INVOLVED IN THIS TYPE OF 
PROSECUTION  

▪ The problem is that the illegality involved 
in this type of prosecution is not self 
evident.  

▪ As at first glance, the prosecution appears 
legally legitimate— acting on information 
about legal infractions, the police pursue 
the accused as per law.  

▪ The problem arises when two 
independent legal questions are 
wrongly conflated: first, the legality of 
the exercise of prosecutorial discretion in 
the selection of the accused for being 
investigated and prosecuted; and second, 
the merits of the criminal case filed 
against them.  

IMPLICATIONS OF SUCH PROSECUTION  
▪ It vitiates, the entire criminal proceeding, 

irrespective of the determination of the 
second issue, viz., whether the accused 
are convicted or acquitted on the charges 
brought against them. 

▪ Once the proceedings fail under the first 
issue, there is no legal basis to proceed to 
the second issue.,i.e., trial on the merits of 
the case. 

▪ The theory is that the Constitution 
cannot be violated to uphold the law — 
such an approach would spell doom for 
the Constitution. 

FAILURE OF INDIAN COURTS  
▪ Indian courts have not yet recognised 

selective prosecution as an 
independent claim because of the 
erroneous assumption that the lawfulness 
of prosecution can only be taken up after 
the trial, if the accused is acquitted.  

▪ Thus, for example, the 2018 Report of 
the Law Commission on ‘Wrongful 
Prosecution (Miscarriage of Justice): 
Legal Remedies’ discusses remedies for 
wrongful prosecution available only if and 
after the accused is acquitted. 

▪ Even remedy after acquittal comes far too 
late, after a brutal and long drawn out 
criminal justice process that upends the 
lives of the victims.  

▪ Also, the right against selective 
prosecution cannot be extinguished by 
conviction. 

▪ Hence, separate from post acquittal 
actions for wrongful prosecution, the 
claim of selective prosecution requires to 
be adjudicated at the outset of criminal 
proceedings (even during the 
investigation stage) irrespective of the 
merit of the charges. 

IMPORTANCE OF GOSWAMI CASE IN THIS 
REGARD  

▪ The judgment of Justice D.Y. 
Chandrachud in the Goswami case 
provides a much needed and long awaited 
legal opening to strengthen the 
recognition and use of the selective 
prosecution claim in India to counter 
politically coloured prosecution 
unleashed by the state and defend our 
liberty. 

▪ In addition to acknowledging Mr. 
Goswami’s claim that he is being targeted 
for opinions he holds and expresses, the 
judgment says, “Courts should be alive to 
the need of ensuring that the law does not 
become a ruse for targeted harassment. 
The doors of this Court cannot be closed 
to a citizen who is able to establish prima 
facie that the instrumentality of the State 
is being weaponized for using the force of 
criminal law”. 

▪ The judgment also quoted the 2018 
Supreme Court holding in Romila 
Thapar v. Union of India that, “ The 
basic entitlement of every citizen who is 
faced with allegations of criminal 
wrongdoing is that the investigative 
process should be fair. This is an integral 
component of the guarantee against 
arbitrariness under Article 14 and of 
the right to life and personal liberty 
under Article 21.”   
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▪ To strengthen the protection of civil 
liberty, equality and democracy, it is time 
our courts — at all levels — recognise 
selective prosecution as a threshold 

constitutional defence against the abuse 
of police and prosecutorial power. 

For doubts and queries email us at 
doubts@officerspulse.com 
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INDIAN EXPRESS EXPLAINED 
 

1) What is 5G and how prepared 
is India to adapt to this 
technology? 

Why in the news? 
▪ The Department of Telecommunications 

(DoT) has called for inputs from telecom 
companies and other industry experts on 
the sale and use of radio frequency 
spectrum over the next 10 years, 
including the 5G bands. 

What is 5G?  
▪ 5G is the 5th generation mobile network. 

5G enables a new kind of network that is 
designed to connect virtually everyone 
and everything together including 
machines, objects, and devices. 

▪ 5G is the latest upgrade in the long-term 
evolution (4G LTE) mobile broadband 
networks. It comprises 3 sets of bands - 
low, mid and high frequency spectrum. 

Low frequency band 

▪ It has large coverage and is used by 
people (commercial cellphone users).  

▪ Its highest speed is limited to 100 mbps. 
▪ It is not useful to industries with specific 

needs. 
Mid frequency band 

▪ It offers higher speeds compared to the 
low band, but has limitations in terms of 
coverage area and penetration of signals. 

▪ This band is useful for industries and 
specialised factory units for building 
captive networks that can be moulded 
into the needs of that particular industry. 

High frequency band 

▪ It has the highest speed of all the three 
bands, but has extremely limited coverage 
and signal penetration strength. 

▪ The speed may go upto 20Gbps. 
Enhanced mobile broadband 

▪ In addition to making our smartphones 
better, 5G mobile technology can usher in 
new immersive experiences such as 
Virtual reality (VR) and Augmented 
reality (AR) with faster, more uniform 
data rates, lower latency, and lower cost-
per-bit. 

Mission-critical communications 

▪ 5G can enable new services that can 
transform industries with ultra-reliable, 

available, low-latency links like remote 
control of critical infrastructure, vehicles, 
and medical procedures. 

Massive IoT 

▪ 5G is meant to seamlessly connect a 
massive number of embedded sensors in 
virtually everything through the ability to 
scale down in data rates, power, and 
mobility—providing extremely lean and 
low-cost connectivity solutions. 

What is the status of 5G in India? 
▪ India promised in 2018 that it will 

welcome 5G as soon as possible. 
▪ But still India has clear road maps to 

telecom players regarding spectrum 
allocation and 5G frequency bands. 

 

2) Why is Tripura CM promoting 
Risa? 

What is Risa? 

 
▪ It is a cloth which is a part of Tripura’s 

customary attire. 
▪ Total 3 type of clothes form the part of 

traditional attire: 
▪ Risa: handwoven cloth, is used as a head 

gear, stole, female upper cloth or 
presented to honour a distinguished 
recipient. 

▪ Rignai:  used to cover the lower part of 
the body. 

▪ Rituku: covers the upper half of the body, 
wrapping it all around.  



37 
 

For free learning, visit www.officerspulse.com 
 

▪ Risa plays a vital role in the social utilities. 
A girl starts to wear Risa around 12-14 
years of age after a ceremony called Risa 
Sormani.  

▪ It is used in religious festivals like the 
Garia Puja, a customary festival of the 
tribal communities. 

▪ It is also used to make head gears for 
males in ceremonies such as weddings 
and festivals. 

▪ Risa is woven in different colourful 
designs. In the ancient days, they used to 
judge a woman’s intelligence in these 
communities by her woven Rignai and 
Risa designs. 

▪ Maharaj Trilochana, aka Subhrai Raja, 
one of the early Manikya kings is seen as a 
pioneer of the Risa designs as he invented 
more than 250 designs of Risa. 

▪ With modern times, most of the Risa 
heritage is lost due to mechanical weaving 
and fewer designs are available. 

Why in the news? 
▪ The Tripura government is set to promote 

Risa as the signature textile of Tripura 
nationally. 

▪ The government is trying to add Risa into 
its policy for self-employment so that 
traditional weavers and handlooms get 
support. 

 

3) What the CBI’s cattle smuggling 
probe in West Bengal has 
found? 

About India- Bangladesh border 
▪ Currently, India shares the longest land 

border with Bangladesh, stretching over 
4,096.9 km.  

▪ This boundary falls in five Indian 
states—West Bengal, Assam, Meghalaya, 
Mizoram and Tripura—and runs through 

a diverse topography, including dense 
forests, hills, river, populous towns and 
paddy fields. 

▪ Indians and Bangladeshis are united by 
shared ancestry, linguistic and ethnic ties, 
and social and familial linkages.  

▪ This makes the border between the two 
countries porous and difficult to manage, 
which in turn facilitates transnational 
crime networks in running criminal 
activities across the border, primarily 
smuggling (of narcotics, arms, gold, and 
counterfeit Indian currency) and 
trafficking (of humans and cattle). 

▪ Border Security Force personnel are 
stationed at the border as the first line of 
defence.  

Why in the news? 
▪ An investigation into the cross-border 

cow smuggling at India-Bangladesh 
borders by the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) has thrown the 
spotlight on a nexus among Border 
Security Force (BSF) officials, customs 
officials and racketeers and political 
leaders.  

Cattle smuggling at Indo-Bangladesh 
border 

▪ Cattle smuggling between India and 
Bangladesh is worth nearly $1 billion 
annually.  

▪ Every year, thousands of cattle are 
smuggled from India to Bangladesh, 
which ensures a significant supply of 
protein in that country.  

▪ The smuggling increases exponentially 
during the Eid-ul Azha due to a rise in 
demand following the mass sacrifice of 
the cattle on this occasion. 

What is the nexus brought into light?  
▪  



38 
 

For free learning, visit www.officerspulse.com 
 

For doubts and queries email us at 
doubts@officerspulse.com

  

  



39 
 

For free learning, visit www.officerspulse.com 
 

RSTV BIG PICTURE 
 

1) Preventing Agro-Brain Drain 
Context 
▪ Vice president Venkaiah Naidu has called 

for measures to prevent agro brain 
drain and attract educated youth to 
take up farming as a profession. He 
opined that the future of Indian 
agriculture lies in the hands of 
technology-driven farming practices, 
powered by well-informed and modern-
minded farmers.  

A Glance at issue of Agro Brain Drain 
▪ In today’s scenario, there is a huge 

migration of skilled manpower for better 
economic opportunities which is leading 
to mainly 3 types of migration and they 
are as follows: 

▪ Migration from Poor to Rich countries 
▪ Migration within states (mostly Rural to 

urban) 
▪ Migration from the Agriculture sector 

towards the Industrial or Service sector. 
▪ The drain of labour from the 

Agriculture sector has increased 
mainly because of 2 reasons 

▪ Agriculture is not considered as 
economically sustainable. 

▪ Due to excessive use of chemical 
fertilisers, most of the land is facing the 
problem of desertification and practicing 
Agriculture becomes difficult. 

Untapped potential  
▪ There are certain areas where India’s 

strength lies which can tapped to realise 
the full potential: 

▪ Horticulture 
▪ Food processing 
▪ Landscape gardening 
▪ Development of machineries 
▪ Precision farming 
▪ Biotechnology, etc. 
A Way towards Sustainable Agriculture 
▪ As of now, food security needs to be 

ensured along with nutritional security 
which can be ensured via diversification 
in agriculture for ensuring sustainability 
and it is a more lucrative option. 

▪ The role of technology has increased in 
areas like poultry, dairy, fisheries and 
allied activities which need to be utilised 

as well as techniques like solar farming, 
saline based cultivation, low water 
cultivation, horticulture in artificial 
environment, etc. has to be taken into 
account at the policy level. 

▪ Input cost needs to be reduced and the 
price fixation rights has to be given to 
the farmers for ensuring better stability in 
Agriculture. 

▪ Additional capital requirements need 
to be met for adoption of new techniques. 

▪ Technology awareness needs to be 
created among the masses and the 
technology gap has  to be addressed. 

▪ Practising organic farming is beneficial 
for all stakeholders including the farmers, 
the consumers and the environment. 

Conclusion 
▪ The right kind of impetus has to be given 

to the farmers in order to increase the 
share of agriculture in the country’s GDP 
as agriculture is the pillar of India’s 
ecology, culture and civilisation.  

For doubts and queries email us at 
doubts@officerspulse.com 
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