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MCQ 1.10.2020 TO 31.10.2020 

1. Which of the following are part of the External Debt of India? 

1. IMF loans 

2. Bilateral Debt 

3. NRI Deposits 

4. Trade  Credits 

5. Commercial Borrowings 

 Select the correct answer using the code given below : 

A. 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

B. 2, 3, 4 and 5 only 

C. 1, 2, 3 and 5 only 

D. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

 The external debt of India is the total debt the country owes to foreign creditors. The debtors 

can be the Union government, state governments, corporations or citizens of India. The debt 

includes money owed to private commercial banks, foreign governments, or international 

financial institutions such as the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank. 

In India, external debt is classified into  

o Multilateral, 

o Bilateral, 

o IMF loans, 

o Trade credit, 

o Commercial borrowings, 

o Non-resident Indian and person of Indian origin deposits, 

o Rupee debt, and 

o NPR debt.  
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https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/external-debt-declines-to-5545-bn-at-

end-june-2020/article32735661.ece   

   

2. With reference to Quad, consider the following statements: 

1. It is a formal strategic dialogue 

2. It was formed in the year 2015 

3. Its focus is on the Indo-Pacific region  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 and 3 only 

B. 3 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

 Answer: B 

Explanation: 

 Statement 1 is incorrect: Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) is the informal strategic 

dialogue between India, USA, Japan and Australia.  

 Statement 2 is incorrect: In November 2017, India, the US, Australia and Japan gave shape 

to the long-pending QUAD coalition. 

 Statement 3 is correct: The objective of QUAD is to ensure and support a “free, open and 

prosperous” Indo-Pacific region.  

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/on-the-quad-define-the-idea-chart-a-

path/article32735780.ece    

 

3. Out of the following sectors of Eight Core Industries, which one has the least 

representation? 

A. Fertilizers 

B. Cement. 

C. Natural Gas 

https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/external-debt-declines-to-5545-bn-at-end-june-2020/article32735661.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/external-debt-declines-to-5545-bn-at-end-june-2020/article32735661.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/on-the-quad-define-the-idea-chart-a-path/article32735780.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/on-the-quad-define-the-idea-chart-a-path/article32735780.ece
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D. None of the above 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

In India, there are eight core sectors comprising of 

 Refinery products (28.04%) 

 Electricity (19.85%) 

 Steel (17.92%) 

 Coal (10.33%) 

 Crude oil (8.98%) 

 Natural gas (6.88%) 

 Cement (5.37%) 

 Fertilisers (2.63%) 

Index of Eight Core Industries is released by Ministry of Commerce and Industry. 

 https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/core-sector-shrinks-for-sixth-month-

running/article32735348.ece   

 

4. Consider the following statements about the National Institute of Nutrition 

1. It is one of the oldest research centres in India. 

2. They undertake periodic assessment of Nutrient intakes, 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/core-sector-shrinks-for-sixth-month-running/article32735348.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/core-sector-shrinks-for-sixth-month-running/article32735348.ece
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 Statement 1 is correct: National Institute of Nutrition (NIN): It is an Indian Public health, 

Nutrition and Translational research center located in Hyderabad. The institute is one of the 

oldest research centers in India, and the largest center, under the Indian Council of 

Medical Research. 

 Statement 2 is correct:  

Mandate of NIN: 

 Periodic Assessment of Nutrient intakes, Health and Nutrition status of the population for 

optimal health, and assist the Government and regulatory bodies in policy making 

 Establishment of Dietary Reference Intake values, Recommended Dietary allowances, 

Dietary guidelines for Indian population; and assessment of Nutrient Composition of Foods 

 Identify various nutrition deficiency disorders prevalent among different segments of the 

population 

 Conduct operational research for planning and implementation of National Nutrition 

Programmes in the country 

 Conduct surveys and study the risk factors of NCDs through multidisciplinary research 

 Conduct innovative basic science Research on nutrient interactions, requirements, 

responses etc 

 Identify and study food and environmental safety challenges for providing scientific input 

for policy and regulation 

 Development of human resource in nutrition and also provide evidence-based nutrition 

knowledge to the community 

thehindu.com/news/cities/Hyderabad/ideal-body-weight-of-indian-men-now-65-kg-

women-55-kg/article32736299.ece  

  

5. Which if the following is the main objective of Unnat Bharat Abhiyan? 

A. Provide e-learning facilities to higher education institutions 

B. Link the Higher Education Institutions with a set of villages 

C. Bring innovation in higher education institutions 
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D. Foreign collaboration to bring international guest lecturers 

Answer: B 

Explanation: 

 Unnat Bharat Abhiyan is a flagship program of the Ministry for Human Resource 

Development (MHRD). 

 It aims to link the Higher Education Institutions with a set of villages, so that these 

institutions can contribute to the economic and social betterment of these village 

communities using their knowledge base. 

 The technological interventions under the UBA cover different subjects broadly categorized 

like in the area of sustainable agriculture; water resource management; artisans, industries 

and livelihood; basic amenities (infrastructure & services) and rural energy system. 

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1660427   

 

6. With reference to Purchasing Managers Index (PMI), consider the following 

statements.  

1. PMI at 50 represents an expansion  

2. PMI is an indicator of business as well as economic activity 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation:  

 Statement 1 is incorrect: PMI above 50 represents an expansion when compared to the 

previous month; 

 PMI under 50 signals a contraction, and PMI at 50 indicates no change. 

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1660427
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 Statement 2 is correct:  PMI is an indicator of business activity- in the manufacturing 

and services sectors. The PMI is usually released at the start of the month, much before 

most of the official data on industrial output, manufacturing and GDP growth becomes 

available. It is, therefore, considered a good leading indicator of economic activity. 

thehindu.com/business/indias-sept-manufacturing-pmi-sees-fastest-pace-of-growth-in-

over-8-years/article32739692.ece 

 

7. With reference to Lal Bahadur Shastri, consider the following statements. 

1. He participated in Non-Cooperation Movement 

2. One of his famous slogan is "Jai Jawan Jai Kisan" 

3. He became a member of the Servants of the People Society (Lok Sevak Mandal), founded by 

Gopala Krishna Gokhale 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 1 and 2 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. 1 and 3 only 

Answer: B 

Explanation: 

 Statement 1 is correct: He participated in the non-cooperation movement,the Salt 

Satyagraha, individual satyagraha and Quit India Movement. 

 Statement 2 is correct: His slogan of "Jai Jawan Jai Kisan" ("Hail the soldier, Hail the 

farmer") became very popular during the India- Pakistan war. The war ended with the 

Tashkent Agreement on 10 January 1966 

 Statement 3 is incorrect: He became a life member of the Servants of the People Society 

(Lok Sevak Mandal), founded by Lala Lajpat Rai. 

 The Servants of India Society was formed in Pune, Maharashtra, on June 12, 1905 by Gopal 

Krishna Gokhale 
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https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-prime-minister-india-almost-

forgot/article32747350.ece  

  

8. In which of the following states is the “Vallam Kali”, a type of boat racing conducted? 

A. Assam 

B. Karnataka 

C. Tamil Nadu 

D. None of the above 

Answer: D 

Explanation:  

Vallam Kali (boat game) is a traditional boat race in Kerala, India. It is a form of canoe 

racing, and uses paddled war canoes. It is mainly conducted during the season of the harvest 

festival Onam in spring. Vallam kali includes races of many kinds of paddled longboats and 

'snake boats' 

The Nehru Trophy Boat Race is a popular vallam kali event held in the Punnamada Lake near 

Alappuzha, Kerala, India. 

Chundan vallam ('beaked boat'), known outside Kerala as Kerala snake boats, are one of the 

icons of Kerala culture used in the Vallamkali or boat race 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/fans-join-hands-to-preserve-a-slice-of-

history/article32742902.ece   

  

9. Which of the following may be features of a Gig economy? 

A. Little job security 

B. Free market system 

C. Short term engagements 

D. All of the above 

 Answer: D 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-prime-minister-india-almost-forgot/article32747350.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-prime-minister-india-almost-forgot/article32747350.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/fans-join-hands-to-preserve-a-slice-of-history/article32742902.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/fans-join-hands-to-preserve-a-slice-of-history/article32742902.ece
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Explanation:  

o A gig economy is a free market system in which temporary positions are common and 

organizations contract with independent workers for short-term engagements. 

o The gig economy is largely based on unregulated market, therefore workers have little 

job security and few benefits. 

thehindu.com/business/Industry/most-gig-workers-lost-income-during 

pandemic/article32747281.ece 

  

10. Which of the following countries if not a member of the Malabar drills? 

A. USA 

B. Japan 

C. UK 

D. None of the above 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

 It is an annual trilateral naval exercise between the navies of India, Japan, and the USA 

which is held alternately in the Indian and Pacific Oceans. 

 India is trying to expand the Malabar exercise to also include Australia. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/australias-participation-in-malabar-

exercise-still-under-discussion-says-us-official/article32737903.ece  

 

11. Consider the following statements regarding National Bank for Agriculture and Rural 

Development (NABARD) 

1. It supervises Cooperative Banks and Regional Rural Banks (RRBs) 

2. Provides training to handicraft artisans and helping them in selling it is also a function of 

NABARD  

Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 

A. 1 only 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/australias-participation-in-malabar-exercise-still-under-discussion-says-us-official/article32737903.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/australias-participation-in-malabar-exercise-still-under-discussion-says-us-official/article32737903.ece
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B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

 Statements 1 and 2 are correct:   NABARD initiatives are aimed at building an empowered 

and financially inclusive rural India through specific goal oriented departments which can 

be categorized broadly into three heads: Financial, Developmental and Supervision. 

Through these initiatives we touch almost every aspect of rural economy. From providing 

refinance support to building rural infrastructure; from preparing district level credit plans 

to guiding and motivating the banking industry in achieving these targets; from supervising 

Cooperative Banks and Regional Rural Banks (RRBs) to helping them develop sound 

banking practices and onboarding them to the CBS platform; from designing new 

development schemes to the implementation of GoI’s development schemes; from training 

handicraft artisans to providing them a marketing platform for selling these articles. 

https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/nabard-to-refinance-800-cr-

loans/article32747443.ece  

  

12. Which of the following is a temporary need of income for the Government? 

A. Income Tax 

B. Cess 

C. Surcharge 

D. None of the above 

Answer: B 

Explanation: 

 Unlike a cess, which is meant to raise revenue for a temporary need, surcharge is usually 

permanent in nature. It is levied as a percentage on the income tax payable as per normal 

rates. 

https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/nabard-to-refinance-800-cr-loans/article32747443.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/nabard-to-refinance-800-cr-loans/article32747443.ece
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https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/flagging-cess-non-transfer-its-economic-

impact/article32754864.ece  

  

13. Consider the following statements about National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) 

1. It also passes orders on Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 

2. If there is any dispute regarding an order passed by NCLT, an appeal can be made to National 

Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) which will be final. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

 Statement 1 is correct: NCLT does pass orders on IBC  

 Statement 2 is incorrect: Any person aggrieved by any order of the NCLAT may file an 

appeal to the Supreme Court, which is the highest court of appeal 

https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/successful-bidder-cannot-withdraw-offer-

rules-nclat/article32754574.ece 

 

14. Consider the following statements regarding Postal Ballot system 

1. Those who are under-trials i.e. not sentenced guilty by the court can vote using postal ballot 

2. Those under preventive detention can vote during postal ballot 

 Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/flagging-cess-non-transfer-its-economic-impact/article32754864.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/flagging-cess-non-transfer-its-economic-impact/article32754864.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/successful-bidder-cannot-withdraw-offer-rules-nclat/article32754574.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/successful-bidder-cannot-withdraw-offer-rules-nclat/article32754574.ece
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 Answer: B 

  Explanation: 

 Statement 1 is incorrect: All categories of the prison population-convicts, under trials, 

and those in custody are denied their right to vote. 

  Statement 2 is correct: Voters under preventive detention can use postal ballot to vote 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/kerala-promulgates-ordinance-to-

allow-covid-19-patients-vote-through-postal-ballots/article32752280.ece  

  

15. With respect to Leopards, consider the following statements given below  

1. They are listed in the Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. 

2. They are included in the Appendix I of CITES. 

3. They are classified under “near extinct” category in the IUCN list 

4. There are 5 subspecies of Leopard 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1, 2 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

 Statements 1 and 2 are correct: Listed in Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife (Protection) 

Act, 1972 and included in Appendix I of CITES. 

 Statements 3 and 4 are incorrect: The species status is now listed under vulnerable 

category from near-threatened by International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). 

Nine subspecies of the leopard have been recognized, and they are distributed across Africa 

and Asia.  

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/human-leopard-conflict-

has-increased-threefold-in-karnataka-finds-study/article32754945.ece 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/kerala-promulgates-ordinance-to-allow-covid-19-patients-vote-through-postal-ballots/article32752280.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/kerala-promulgates-ordinance-to-allow-covid-19-patients-vote-through-postal-ballots/article32752280.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/human-leopard-conflict-has-increased-threefold-in-karnataka-finds-study/article32754945.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/human-leopard-conflict-has-increased-threefold-in-karnataka-finds-study/article32754945.ece


OFFICERS IAS ACADEMY 

IAS ACADEMY RUN BY FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS 
 

12 

Plot No: 935,6th Avenue, Anna Nagar, Chennai-40 

Ph: 044-40483555,9677120226,9677174226 

Web: www.officersiasacademy.com 

16. With reference to the National Commission for the Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR), 

consider the following statements. 

1. It is a constitutional body 

2. Under the NCPCR the Child is defined as a person in the 0 to 16 years age group. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and  2 

Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is incorrect: National Commission for the Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) 

is a statutory body under the Commissions for Protection of Child Rights (CPCR) Act, 2005 

under the administrative control of the Ministry of Women & Child Development 

,Government of India.  

● Statement 2 is incorrect: Under the NCPCR the Child is defined as a person in the 0 to 18 

years age group. 

● The Commission’s Mandate is to ensure that all Laws, Policies, Programmes, and 

Administrative Mechanisms are in consonance with the Child Rights perspective as 

enshrined in the Constitution of India and also the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/a-commission-

misguided/article32766923.ece 

 

17. What is the purpose of the “Char Dham” road project? 

A. Connecting important government offices 

B. Connecting important shrines 

C. Connecting four important market places 

D. Connecting important trade routes 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/a-commission-misguided/article32766923.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/a-commission-misguided/article32766923.ece
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Answer: B 

Explanation: 

The Char Dham project consists of widening and repairing 889-kilometres of national 

highways leading to revered shrines of Kedarnath, Badrinath, Gangotri and Yamunotri 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/chairman-of-chardham-committee-alleges-

violations-of-supreme-court-orders/article32766322.ece  

 

18. With reference to the National Education Policy, consider the following statements?  

1. It proposes a three language formula 

2. It also focuses on early childhood care 

3. It can also help Skill India Mission 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

A. 1 and 3 only 

B. 2 and 3  only 

C. 1, 2 and 3  

D. 1 and 2  only 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is correct: The three-language policy accentuated the use of a national 

language or a regional language as a medium of instruction till Class 5 of the child. The policy 

calls for schools to provide the option of studying three languages at the school level out of 

which two will be indigenous languages. 

● Statement 2 is correct: The policy also focuses on early childhood care, restructuring 

curriculum and pedagogy; reforming assessments and exams, and investing in teacher 

training and broad-basing their appraisal. 

● Statement 3 is correct: Another laudable aspect of the scheme is the introduction of 

vocational courses with an internship. This will help in Skill India mission in the future 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/chairman-of-chardham-committee-alleges-violations-of-supreme-court-orders/article32766322.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/chairman-of-chardham-committee-alleges-violations-of-supreme-court-orders/article32766322.ece
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https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/english-is-an-indian-

language/article32766945.ece  

 

19. With reference to Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI), consider the 

following statements. 

1. It also deals with the governance related aspects of Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 

2. It has regulatory oversight over the Insolvency Professionals 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is correct: The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) is an  apex 

body for promoting transparency & governance in the administration of the IBC 

● Statement 2 is correct: It is a unique regulator: regulates a profession as well as processes. 

It has regulatory oversight over the Insolvency Professionals, Insolvency Professional 

Agencies, Insolvency Professional Entities and Information Utilities. It writes and enforces 

rules for processes, namely, corporate insolvency resolution, corporate liquidation, 

individual insolvency resolution and individual bankruptcy under the Code. It has recently 

been tasked to promote the development of, and regulate, the working and practices of, 

insolvency professionals, insolvency professional agencies and information utilities and 

other institutions, in furtherance of the purposes of the Code. It has also been designated as 

the ‘Authority’ under the Companies (Registered Valuers and Valuation Rules), 2017 for 

regulation and development of the profession of valuers in the country. 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/transforming-business-and-the-insolvency-

system/article32767155.ece 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/english-is-an-indian-language/article32766945.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/english-is-an-indian-language/article32766945.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/transforming-business-and-the-insolvency-system/article32767155.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/transforming-business-and-the-insolvency-system/article32767155.ece
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20. In which of the following sectors/areas would you encounter Securities and 

Transaction Tax (STT)?  

A. Stock Market 

B. Some of the Services sectors 

C. Insurance 

D. Import of an item 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

 Securities Transaction Tax (STT) is a type of turnover tax where the investor is obliged to 

pay a tax on the total sum received or paid in a transaction done through an exchange. STT 

is not applicable for commodities and currency transactions and on transactions outside of 

the exchange. It is applicable to securities like shares, debentures, bonds, mutual funds, 

government equity securities, derivatives, etc 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/the-future-of-gst-hangs-in-the-

balance/article32766934.ece  

 

21. “ RAISE 2020” sometimes seen in news, is related to 

A. Climate Change 

B. Sustainable Development Goals 

C. Poverty Reduction 

D. Artificial Intelligence 

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

 It is a global meeting of minds on Artificial Intelligence to drive India’s vision for social 

transformation through responsible AI. 

 The MEITY and NITI Aayog are organising the Mega Virtual Summit AI, RAISE 2020- 

'Responsible AI for Social Empowerment 2020,' from October 5-9, 2020. 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/the-future-of-gst-hangs-in-the-balance/article32766934.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/the-future-of-gst-hangs-in-the-balance/article32766934.ece
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 https://indianexpress.com/article/business/algorithm-transparency-key-to-establishing-

trust-in-ai-tech-pm-modi-6704496/  

 

22. With reference to Blue Dot Network, consider the following statements. 

1. It is focused on the Indo-pacific region 

2. Civil societies are not a part of this 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

 Statement 1 is correct: The BDN was formally announced on 2019 at the Indo-Pacific 

Business Forum in Bangkok, Thailand. It will be led by the US along with Japan and 

Australia. It is expected to serve as a globally recognised evaluation and certification system 

for roads, ports and bridges with a focus on the Indo-Pacific region. 

 Statement 2 is incorrect: It is a multi-stakeholder initiative to bring together 

governments, the private sector and civil society to promote high-quality, trusted 

standards for global infrastructure development. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/external-affairs-minister-jaishankar-heads-

for-tokyo-for-quad-meeting/article32775986.ece   

 

23. Sittwe port is located in? 

A. Pakistan 

B. India 

C. Myanmar 

D. Bangladesh 

https://indianexpress.com/article/business/algorithm-transparency-key-to-establishing-trust-in-ai-tech-pm-modi-6704496/
https://indianexpress.com/article/business/algorithm-transparency-key-to-establishing-trust-in-ai-tech-pm-modi-6704496/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/external-affairs-minister-jaishankar-heads-for-tokyo-for-quad-meeting/article32775986.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/external-affairs-minister-jaishankar-heads-for-tokyo-for-quad-meeting/article32775986.ece
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Answer: C 

Explanation: 

 Sittwe Port is a deepwater port constructed by India in 2016 at Sittwe, the capital of Rakhine 

State in Myanmar, on the Bay of Bengal. Situated at the mouth of the Kaladan River, the USD 

120 Million port is being financed by India as a part of the Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit 

Transport Project, a collaboration between India and Myanmar. The project is aimed at 

developing transport infrastructure in southwestern Myanmar and northeastern India 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-gives-myanmar-remdesivir-drug-talks-

security-along-border-6704437/  

 

24.  Consider the following statements about Food Safety and Standards Authority of India 

(FSSAI) 

1. It is an executive body 

2. Heart Attack Rewind is a campaign by FSSAI 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation:  

 Statement 1 is incorrect: Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) is an 

autonomous statutory body established under the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006 

(FSS Act). 

 Statement 2 is correct: Heart Attack Rewind – It is the first mass media campaign of FSSAI. 

It is aimed to support FSSAI’s target of eliminating trans-fat in India by the year 2022. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/61-rural-consumers-unaware-of-

trans-fat-hazard-says-survey/article32776676.ece  

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-gives-myanmar-remdesivir-drug-talks-security-along-border-6704437/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-gives-myanmar-remdesivir-drug-talks-security-along-border-6704437/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/61-rural-consumers-unaware-of-trans-fat-hazard-says-survey/article32776676.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/61-rural-consumers-unaware-of-trans-fat-hazard-says-survey/article32776676.ece
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25. What is Kamath Committee related to?  

A. Restructuring of loans 

B. Reducing inflation 

C. Increasing rural demand 

D. Increasing public expenditure on health especially communicable diseases 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has set up a committee headed by K.V. Kamath on 

restructuring of loans impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 The Committee will formulate sector-specific resolution plans for all accounts with total loan 

exposure of Rs.1,500 crore and above. 

 The Committee is tasked to recommend parameters for one-time restructuring of corporate 

loans 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/supreme-court-questions-centre-rbi-on-steps-

taken-to-implement-kamath-panel-report/article32771363.ece  

 

26.  Consider the following statements about Nilgiris Biosphere Reserve 

1. It is located in Western Ghats 

2. It is the first biosphere reserve in India 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

 Statement 1 and 2 are correct: The Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve was the first biosphere 

reserve in India established in the year 1986. It is located in the Western Ghats and 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/supreme-court-questions-centre-rbi-on-steps-taken-to-implement-kamath-panel-report/article32771363.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/supreme-court-questions-centre-rbi-on-steps-taken-to-implement-kamath-panel-report/article32771363.ece
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includes 2 of the 10 bio-geographical provinces of India. Wide ranges of ecosystems and 

species diversity are found in this region. Thus, it was a natural choice for the premier 

biosphere reserve of the country. The Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve falls under the 

biogeographic region of the Malabar rain forest. The Mudumalai Wildlife Sanctuary, 

Wyanaad Wildlife Sanctuary Bandipur National Park, Nagarhole National Park, Mukurthi 

National Park and Silent Valley are the protected areas present within this reserve. 

 The Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve is one of the critical  catchment  areas of   peninsular  India. 

Many of  the major tributaries of the river Cauvery  like the Bhavani, Moyar, Kabini and other 

rivers like Chaliyar, Punampuzha, etc., have their source and catchment areas within the 

reserve boundary. Many hydroelectric power projects are present in the Kundah, Bhavani 

and Moyar basins. 

 The sholas and grasslands play a very important role in retaining water and supplying it to 

these streams. A drastic decline in the sholas and grasslands is one of the reasons for the 

recent water scarcity in the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve. 

 https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/residents-fear-sillahalla-hydro-

electric-project-will-lead-to-loss-of-farmlands-impact-wildlife/article31970473.ece  

  

27. The term “Event Horizon”, sometimes seen in news is related to   

A. New turning point in History 

B. Marking of a new key species 

C. Sunrise/Sunset 

D. Black holes 

 Answer: D 

Explanation: 

 A black hole is an astronomical object with a gravitational pull so strong that nothing, not 

even light, can escape it. A black hole's “surface,” called its event horizon, defines the 

boundary where the velocity needed to escape exceeds the speed of light, which is the speed 

limit of the cosmos.  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/residents-fear-sillahalla-hydro-electric-project-will-lead-to-loss-of-farmlands-impact-wildlife/article31970473.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/residents-fear-sillahalla-hydro-electric-project-will-lead-to-loss-of-farmlands-impact-wildlife/article31970473.ece
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https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/nobel-for-black-hole-physics-6705863/  

  

28.   Consider the following statements about Garib Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyaan 

1. It covers all the Indian states 

2. Aspirational Districts are also added in this 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation: 

 Statement 1 is incorrect: The scheme will empower and provide livelihood opportunities 

to the returnee migrant workers and rural citizens who have returned to their home states 

due to the Covid. A total of 116 districts across six states, namely Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, 

Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Jharkhand and Odisha (where maximum migrant workers have 

returned) have been chosen. 

 Statement 2 is correct: Aspirational Districts are those districts in India which are affected 

by poor socio-economic indicators. The chosen districts include 27 Aspirational 

Districts. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/migrant-workers-crisis-coronavirus-

employment-mgnrega-6705781/  

 

29.   Which of the following wars marked the end of Dutch East India Company’s 

dominance in India? 

A. Battle of Ambur  

B. Battle of Swally  

C. Battle of Chaul  

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/nobel-for-black-hole-physics-6705863/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/migrant-workers-crisis-coronavirus-employment-mgnrega-6705781/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/migrant-workers-crisis-coronavirus-employment-mgnrega-6705781/
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D. Battle of Colachel  

Answer: D 

 Explanation: 

 Colachel was the location of the battle between the Travancore (Anglicised form of 

Thiruvithaamkoor) King Marthanda Varma (1729–1758) forces led by Anantha 

Padmanaban Nadar and the Dutch East India Company forces led by Admiral Eustachius 

De Lannoy on 10 August 1741. It was the first time in Indian history that an Asian country 

defeated a European naval force  

 Twenty-eight high level Dutch officers, including Admiral D'lennoy, were captured. The 

defeat of the Dutch in Colachael was the turning point of the Travancore-Dutch War. 

D'lennoy went on to serve the Travancore kingdom for the next two decades and was 

promoted to the post of the Valiya kappithan (Senior Admiral) of the Travancore forces. He 

modernised the Travancore army, and built the Nedumkottai, a line of fortifications in the 

north of the kingdom, which held up the army of Tipu Sultan in 1791, during his ill-fated 

invasion of Travancore. D'lennoy is buried in the Udayagiri Fort, also known as Dillanai 

kottai (D'lennoy's fort)  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/conservation-work-just-in-time-

saves-udayagiri-fort/article32786736.ece   

 

30.  Which of the following countries is the largest consumer of Gold? 

A. China 

B. India 

C. USA 

D. UK 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

 China consumes roughly 984 metric tons of gold per year and India consumes approximately 

849 metric tons of gold per year. India is the second largest consumer of the precious metal 
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  https://www.thehindu.com/business/gold-imports-plunge-59-to-4-month-

low/article32786473.ece  

 

31. Consider the following statements with respect to the National Investigation Agency 

(NIA) 

1) National Investigation Agency (NIA) was constituted as a statutory body 

2) The officers of NIA don't have the power to investigate offences committed outside India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

National Investigation Agency 

● The National Investigation Agency (NIA) is a central agency established by the Indian 

Government to combat terror in India. 

● NIA was constituted under the NIA Act, 2008.  Thus, it is called a “Statutory Body(Any body 

created by law or an act of Parliament). Hence statement 1 is correct. 

● It was established after the 2008 Mumbai terror attacks as a central agency to combat 

terrorism 

National Investigation Agency (Amendment) Act,2019  

● It amended the National Investigation Agency(NIA)  Act,2008 

The Amendment act provides for 

● A national-level agency to investigate and prosecute offences listed in a schedule (scheduled 

offences).  

● Allows for creation of Special Courts for the trial of scheduled offences. 

Jurisdiction of the NIA 

https://www.thehindu.com/business/gold-imports-plunge-59-to-4-month-low/article32786473.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/gold-imports-plunge-59-to-4-month-low/article32786473.ece
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● The officers of the NIA have the same powers as other police officers in relation to 

investigation of Scheduled offences, across India. 

● In addition, officers of the NIA will have the power to investigate scheduled offences 

committed outside India, subject to international treaties and domestic laws of other 

countries. Hence statement 2 is incorrect. 

● The central government may direct the NIA to investigate such cases, as if the offence has 

been committed in India.   

● The Special Court in New Delhi will have jurisdiction over these cases.  

Scheduled Offences 

● The schedule to the Act specifies a list of offences which are to be investigated and 

prosecuted by the agency.  These include offences under Acts such as the  

➢ Atomic Energy Act, 1962,  

➢ the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act, 1967.   

The Act will allow the NIA to investigate additional offences such as  

➢ human trafficking 

➢ offences related to counterfeit currency or bank notes 

➢  manufacture or sale of prohibited arms,  

➢ cyber-terrorism,  

➢ offences under the Explosive Substances Act, 1908.       

https://prsindia.org/billtrack/national-investigation-agency-amendment-bill-2019  

https://www.businesstoday.in/current/economy-politics/lok-sabha-passes-nia-

amendment-bill-to-give-more-power-to-anti-terror-agency-here-all-you-need-to-

know/story/364609.html 

http://www.yourarticlelibrary.com/essay/national-investigation-agency-nia-of-

india/24999 

 

32. Nobel prize in physics for the year 2020 is been awarded to Roger Penrose, Reinhard 

Genzel and Andrea Ghez for  

https://prsindia.org/billtrack/national-investigation-agency-amendment-bill-2019
https://www.businesstoday.in/current/economy-politics/lok-sabha-passes-nia-amendment-bill-to-give-more-power-to-anti-terror-agency-here-all-you-need-to-know/story/364609.html
https://www.businesstoday.in/current/economy-politics/lok-sabha-passes-nia-amendment-bill-to-give-more-power-to-anti-terror-agency-here-all-you-need-to-know/story/364609.html
https://www.businesstoday.in/current/economy-politics/lok-sabha-passes-nia-amendment-bill-to-give-more-power-to-anti-terror-agency-here-all-you-need-to-know/story/364609.html
http://www.yourarticlelibrary.com/essay/national-investigation-agency-nia-of-india/24999
http://www.yourarticlelibrary.com/essay/national-investigation-agency-nia-of-india/24999
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a) Studies that established the existence of black holes. 

b) For the discovery of neutrino oscillations 

c) For the invention of efficient blue light-emitting diodes  

d) For groundbreaking inventions in the field of laser physics 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

● The 2020 Nobel Prize in physics is awarded to Roger Penrose,Reinhard Genzel and Andrea 

Ghez for furthering the understanding of black holes, the most “enigmatic” objects in the 

universe. 

What are black holes? 

● A black hole is formed when stars collapse and can be defined as a space in the universe 

with an escape velocity so strong that even light cannot escape it. 

● Escape velocity is the speed at which an object must travel to override a planet or an object’s 

gravitational force. For instance, for a spacecraft to leave the surface of the Earth, it needs to 

be travelling at a speed of about 40,000 km per hour. 

● Since light cannot get out, black holes are invisible and can only be tracked with the help of 

a space telescope or other special tools. And the reason light cannot escape is mainly that the 

gravity inside a black hole is very strong as a result of a lot of matter being squeezed into a 

small space. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/nobel-prize-physics-2020-roger-penrose-

6705621/  

 

33. Which of the following about Indian Meteorological Department is incorrect? 

1) The India Meteorological Department (IMD) issues meteorological or weather forecasts and 

also issues flood forecasts at various river points.  

2) It is an agency of the Ministry of Earth Sciences of the Government of India. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 1 only 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/nobel-prize-physics-2020-roger-penrose-6705621/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/nobel-prize-physics-2020-roger-penrose-6705621/
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b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

● Indian Meteorological Department was established in 1875.  

● It is the National Meteorological Service of the country and the principal government 

agency in all matters relating to meteorology and allied subjects. 

● It is an agency of the Ministry of Earth Sciences of the Government of India. Hence 

statement 2 is correct. 

Mandate of IMD 

● To take meteorological observations and to provide current and forecast meteorological 

information for optimum operation of weather-sensitive activities like agriculture, 

irrigation, shipping, aviation, offshore oil explorations, etc. 

● To warn against severe weather phenomena like tropical cyclones, norwesters, duststorms, 

heavy rains and snow, cold and heat waves, etc., which cause destruction of life and property. 

● To provide meteorological statistics required for agriculture, water resource management, 

industries, oil exploration and other nation-building activities. 

● To conduct and promote research in meteorology and allied disciplines. 

● It issues meteorological or weather forecasts but flood forecasts at various river points 

are issued by the Central Water Commission. Hence statement 1 is incorrect. 

 

34. With reference to ‘Gene Editing’, Consider the following statements 

1. It is a technique precisely used to modify DNA within a cell. 

2. Modifications can be done by addition,removal or altering the DNA of the 

genome. 

3. Crispr-Cas9 is a gene editing tool that uses natural defence mechanism of 

bacteria to alter an organism’s  genetic code.  
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Select the correct answer using the given codes 

a)1 and 2 only 

b)1 and 3 only 

c)2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

● Statement 1 and 2 is correct: Genome editing (also called gene editing) is a group of 

technologies that give scientists the ability to change an organism's DNA (or a technique 

used to precisely and efficiently modify DNA within a cell).  

➢ These technologies allow genetic material to be added, removed, or altered at particular 

locations in the genome. 

● Several approaches to genome editing have been developed. A recent one is known as 

CRISPR-Cas9, which is short for clustered regularly interspaced short palindromic 

repeats and CRISPR-associated protein 9 (Cas9) 

● Statement 3 is correct:  CRISPR-Cas9 was adapted from a naturally occurring genome 

editing system in bacteria.  

➢ The bacteria capture snippets of DNA from invading viruses and use them to create DNA 

segments known as CRISPR arrays 

➢ The CRISPR arrays allow the bacteria to "remember" the viruses (or closely related ones). 

If the viruses attack again, the bacteria produce RNA segments from the CRISPR arrays 

to target the viruses' DNA. The bacteria then use Cas9 or a similar enzyme to cut the DNA 

apart, which disables the virus. 

● The CRISPR-Cas9 system works similarly in the lab. As in bacteria, the modified RNA is 

used to recognize the DNA sequence, and the Cas9 enzyme cuts the DNA at the targeted 

location. 
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● Once the DNA is cut, researchers use the cell's own DNA repair machinery to add or delete 

pieces of genetic material, or to make changes to the DNA by replacing an existing segment 

with a customized DNA sequence. 

● Genome editing is of great interest in the prevention and treatment of human diseases. It  

holds promise for the treatment and prevention of more complex diseases such as 

cancer, heart disease, mental illness, and human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection. 

 

35. RAISE 2020 seen in news recently is related to 

a) Marine pollution 

b) Artificial Intelligence 

c) Fight against COVID-19 

d) Space warfare exercise 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

● RAISE 2020 is India’s first Artificial Intelligence summit organized by the Government in 

partnership with Industry & Academia. 

● The RAISE 2020 summit (Responsible AI for Social Empowerment) has brought issues 

around artificial intelligence (AI) to the centre of policy discussions.  

● The summit is a global meeting of minds to exchange ideas to use AI for social empowerment, 

inclusion and transformation in key areas like Healthcare, Agriculture, Education and Smart 

Mobility amongst other sectors. 

● It is being organised by Ministry of Electronics & IT 

What is Artificial Intelligence? 

● AI is the branch of computer science concerned with developing machines that can complete 

tasks that typically require human intelligence.  
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36. Which of the following are the factors in the determination of Minimum Support Price 

(MSP). 

1. Cost of production (CoP) 

2. Price trend in the domestic and international markets 

3. Inter-crop price parity 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 Only 

b) 1 and 2 Only 

c) 2 and 3 Only 

d) All the above. 

 Solution – d 

Explanation:  

● Minimum Support Price (MSP) is a form of market intervention by the Government of India 

to insure agricultural producers against any sharp fall in farm prices. 

● MSP is announced every year before the sowing season to provide incentives to farmers for 

raising the production of the crops. 

● It is approved by the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs based on the 

recommendations of the Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP). 

● The Centre currently fixes MSPs for 23 farm commodities — 7 cereals (paddy, wheat, maize, 

bajra, jowar, ragi and barley), 5 pulses (chana, arhar/tur, urad, moong and masur), 7 oilseeds 

(rapeseed-mustard, groundnut, soyabean, sunflower, sesamum, safflower and niger seed) 

and 4 commercial crops (cotton, sugarcane, copra and raw jute). 

● Cost of production (CoP) is one of the important factors in the determination of MSP of 

mandated crops. 

● Commission for ‘Agricultural Costs and Prices’ (CACP), considers other important factors 

such as demand and supply, price trend in the domestic and international markets, 

inter-crop price parity.  

http://vikaspedia.in/agriculture/market-information/minimum-support-price  

http://vikaspedia.in/agriculture/market-information/minimum-support-price
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https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/minimum-support-price-msp-farmers-

explained-6706253/  

 

37.  Consider the following statements about Cannabis 

1) The main active chemical in cannabis is nicotine. 

2) All the states in India have banned the cultivation of Cannabis. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

● Statement 1 is incorrect: Cannabis is a generic term used to denote the several 

psychoactive preparations of the plant Cannabis sativa. The main active chemical in 

cannabis is THC (delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol) (not nicotine) 

● The Mexican term 'marijuana' is frequently used in referring to cannabis leaves or other 

crude plant material in many countries. The unpollinated female plants are called hashish.  

● Cannabis is by far the most widely cultivated, trafficked and abused illicit drug. The 

geographical spread of those seizures is also global, covering practically every country of the 

world. 

● In India, Agencies such as the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) have a tough time checking 

cannabis grown on a large scale in interior areas. Moreover, many cannabis plantations are 

in areas controlled by extremist groups. 

● Surveys by the NCB and some private agencies say much of the marijuana in Manipur has 

been cultivated for at least four decades in Churachandpur, Senapati and Ukhrul districts. 

● Statement 2 is incorrect: States such as Arunachal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and 

Uttarakhand have legalised cultivation and harvest of cannabis for medicinal purposes. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/minimum-support-price-msp-farmers-explained-6706253/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/minimum-support-price-msp-farmers-explained-6706253/


OFFICERS IAS ACADEMY 

IAS ACADEMY RUN BY FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS 

30 

Plot No: 935,6th Avenue, Anna Nagar, Chennai-40 

Ph: 044-40483555,9677120226,9677174226 

Web: www.officersiasacademy.com 

Health effects of cannabis use 

● Cannabis impairs cognitive development (capabilities of learning) including associative 

processes 

● Cannabis impairs psychomotor performance in a wide variety of tasks, such as motor 

coordination, divided attention, and operative tasks of many types 

● Heavy cannabis consumption is associated with a higher prevalence of symptoms of 

chronic bronchitis  

Therapeutic uses of cannabinoids 

● Several studies have demonstrated the therapeutic effects of cannabinoids for nausea 

and vomiting in the advanced stages of illnesses such as cancer and AIDS 

● Other therapeutic uses of cannabinoids are being demonstrated by controlled studies, 

including treatment of asthma and glaucoma, as an antidepressant, appetite stimulant 

etc 

● Oil extracted from cannabis is known to be useful in strengthening nerves and treating 

people suffering from paralysis. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/what-is-cannabis-marijuana-rhea-

chakraborty-bollywood-drugs-case-6715497/  

 

38.  Which of the following statements with respect to Comptroller and Auditor General of 

India (CAG) is incorrect? 

a) CAG is appointed by the President of India by a warrant under his hand and seal. 

b) He holds office for a period of six years or upto the age of 65 years. 

c) He can be removed by the president at any time without parliament's approval. 

d) The administrative expenses of the office of CAG are charged upon the Consolidated Fund of 

India. 

Answer: C 

 

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/what-is-cannabis-marijuana-rhea-chakraborty-bollywood-drugs-case-6715497/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/what-is-cannabis-marijuana-rhea-chakraborty-bollywood-drugs-case-6715497/


OFFICERS IAS ACADEMY 

IAS ACADEMY RUN BY FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS 

31 

Plot No: 935,6th Avenue, Anna Nagar, Chennai-40 

Ph: 044-40483555,9677120226,9677174226 

Web: www.officersiasacademy.com 

Explanation: 

● The Comptroller and Auditor-General of India is appointed by the President of India 

following a recommendation by the Prime Minister. On appointment, he/she has to make an 

oath or affirmation before the President of India. 

● He holds office for a period of six years or upto the age of 65 years. 

● The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India is an authority, established by Article 

148 of the Constitution of India, which audits all receipts and expenditure of the Government 

of India and the state governments, including those of bodies and authorities substantially 

financed by the government.  

● The CAG is also the head of the Indian Audit and Accounts Department. 

● He can be removed by the president on the same grounds and in the same manner as 

that of a judge of the supreme court. In other words, he can be removed by the president 

on the basis of a resolution passed to that effect by both the houses of parliament with special 

majority either on the ground of proved misbehaviour or incapacity. Hence option C is 

incorrect. 

● The administrative expenses of the office of CAG including the salaries,allowances and 

pensions of all persons serving in that office are charged upon the Consolidated Fund of 

India and are not subject to vote of parliament. 

 

39.  Consider the following pairs of cities and the countries it belong to 

1) Bishkek - Uzbekistan 

2) Nursultan - Kyrgyzstan 

3) Tashkent- Kazakhstan 

Which of the above pairs are correctly matched? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 3 only 

d) None of the above 
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Answer: D 

Explanation 

 

 

40.  Consider the following statements with respect to National Human Rights commission 

1. The Chairperson of National Human Rights commission shall be a person who has been the 

Chief Justice of India 

2. The tenure of members of National Human Rights commission is 3 years 
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Which of the above statements is/are correct 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 nor 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : B 

Explanation 

● NHRC of India is an independent statutory body established on 12 October, 1993 as per 

provisions of Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993, later amended in 2006. 

● It is the watchdog of human rights in the country, i.e. the rights related to life, liberty, equality 

and dignity of the individual guaranteed by Indian Constitution or embodied in the 

international covenants and enforceable by courts in India. 

● It was established in conformity with the Paris Principles, adopted for the promotion and 

protection of human rights in Paris (October, 1991) and endorsed by the General Assembly 

of the United Nations on 20 December, 1993. 

The NHRC act has been amended recently with the following modifications: 

● that a person who has been a Judge of the Supreme Court is also made eligible to be 

appointed as Chairperson of the Commission in addition to the person who has been the 

Chief Justice of India; Hence statement 1 is incorrect. 

● to increase the Members of the Commission from two to three of which, one shall be a 

woman; 

● to include Chairperson of the National Commission for Backward Classes, Chairperson of the 

National Commission for Protection of Child Rights and the Chief Commissioner for Persons 

with Disabilities as deemed Members of the Commission; 

● to reduce the term of the Chairperson and Members of the Commission and the State 

Commissions from five to three years and shall be eligible for re-appointment; 
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● to provide that a person who has been a Judge of a High Court is also made eligible to be 

appointed as Chairperson of the State Commission in addition to the person who has been 

the Chief Justice of the High Court; and, 

● to confer upon State Commissions, the functions relating to human rights being discharged 

by the Union territories, other than the Union territory of Delhi, which will be dealt with by 

the Commission. 

 

41.  Consider the following statements 

1) Anti radiation missiles are space weapons designed to incapacitate or destroy satellites for 

strategic military purposes. 

2) RudraM-I is the first indigeneous anti-radiation missile developed by Defence Research and 

Development Organisation (DRDO) 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

● Statement 1 refers to Anti satellite missile and not anti-radiation missile. 

● An anti-radiation missile can locate and target radiation-emitting sources such as enemy 

radars, communication sites and other radio frequency-emitting targets. Hence statement 

1 is incorrect. 

● They can play a key role in neutralising any jamming platforms of the enemy or take out 

radar stations, thereby clearing a path for fighter jets to carry out an offensive and prevent 

their own systems from being jammed. 

● RudraM-I is the first indigeneous anti-radiation missile developed by Defence 

Research and Development Organisation (DRDO). Hence statement 2 is correct. 
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Why in the news? 

● The RudraM-I was successfully flight-tested onto a radiation target located on Wheeler 

Island off the coast of Odisha recently. The missile was launched from an SU-30 MkI fighter 

aircraft. 

 

42.  Consider the following statements about SWAMITVA scheme 

1) It is a scheme for mapping the land parcels in rural inhabited areas using drone technology 

and Continuously Operating Reference Station (CORS). 

2) It was launched by the Ministry of Panchayati Raj. 

Select the correct answer using the given codes 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation  

● The Svamitva (Survey of Villages and Mapping with Improvised Technology in Village 

Areas) Scheme launched by the Ministry of Panchayati Raj. Hence statement 2 is 

correct.  

● It aims to address this gap by creating a geospatial database of all rural properties.  

● The scheme aims at a pan-India cadastral survey facilitated by drones, followed by the 

issuance of property cards to those living in inhabited rural land. Hence statement 1 is 

correct. 

● The mapping will be done across the country in a phase-wise manner over a period of four 

years - from 2020 to 2024. 

● The scheme will help in streamlining planning and revenue collection in rural areas and 

ensuring clarity on property rights. 
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● The scheme will enable creation of better-quality Gram Panchayat Development Plans 

(GPDPs), using the maps created under this programme. 

https://government.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/policy/swamitva-scheme-

empowering-rural-communities-through-land-record-modernization/76725847  

 

43. Consider the following statements with respect to ‘Cytokine storm syndrome’ 

1. It is characterised by the overproduction of immune cells due to dysregulation in the 

immune system process 

2. In the past, it had been associated with the Spanish flu and H1N1 (swine flu) disease 

outbreaks 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 Ans: C 

Explanation 

·         A cytokine storm syndrome or CSS is characterised by the overproduction of immune 

cells and the cytokines themselves because of a dysregulation in the immune system 

process. 

·         Cytokines are signalling proteins that are released by cells at local high concentrations.  

It is triggered when a virus (or antigen) enters the body for the first time. 

·         A cytokine storm can occur due to an infection, auto-immune condition, or other 

diseases.  

·         Signs and symptoms include high fever, inflammation (redness and swelling), severe 

fatigue, and nausea 

Implications 

https://government.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/policy/swamitva-scheme-empowering-rural-communities-through-land-record-modernization/76725847
https://government.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/policy/swamitva-scheme-empowering-rural-communities-through-land-record-modernization/76725847
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·         A severe immune reaction, leading to the secretion of too many cytokines in the 

bloodstream, can be harmful since an excess of immune cells can attack healthy tissue as 

well 

·         Few diseases in which CSS has been seen 

Ø  Spanish Flu in 1918-20 that killed more than 50 million people worldwide 

Ø  H1N1 (swine flu) and  

Ø  H5N1 (bird flu)  

Cytokine responses against human corona viruses 

·         SARS-CoV-1 (which caused SARS), SARS-CoV-2 (which is responsible for the current 

COVID-19 pandemic), and MERS can result in acute lung injury and acute respiratory 

distress syndrome (ARDS) 

·         Correlation with COVID-19: Here a cytokine storm is associated with a surge of 

activated immune cells into the lungs, which, instead of fighting off the antigen, leads to 

lung inflammation and fluid build-up and respiratory distress. 

·         If the clinical features of CSS are not recognised and adequate treatment is not 

promptly instituted, multiple organ failure can result.  

 

44.  Which of the following states has become the first Har Ghar Jal State in the country by 

providing tap water connection to every rural household? 

a) Kerala 

b) Karnataka 

c) Andhrapradesh 

d) Goa 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

● Goa becomes first Har Ghar Jal State in country by providing tap water connection to every 

rural household 
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● The state has provided tap water connection to two lakh 30 thousand rural households. 

North Goa with one lakh 65 thousand rural households and South Goa with 98 thousand 

rural households in 191 Gram Panchayats are fully saturated with assured piped water 

supply through tap connections. 

● Jal Shakti Ministry said, Goa’s achievement is an example for other States to emulate and 

ensure every rural home gets tap connection and especially in these times of Covid-19 

pandemic.  

 

45.  The Nobel Peace Prize for 2020 is awarded to which of the following institutions? 

a) World Food Programme 

b) Doctors without borders 

c) World Health Organisation 

d) None of the above 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

● The Norwegian Nobel Committee has decided to award the Nobel Peace Prize for 2020 to 

the World Food Programme (WFP) for its efforts to combat hunger. 

● The World Food Programme (WFP) is the food-assistance branch of the United Nations 

and the world's largest humanitarian organization focused on hunger and food security. 

● In 2019, the WFP provided assistance to close to 100 million people in 88 countries who are 

victims of acute food insecurity and hunger. 

● In 2015, eradicating hunger was adopted as one of the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals. 

The WFP is the UN’s primary instrument for realizing this goal. 

● The World Food Programme was an active participant in the diplomatic process that 

culminated in May 2018 in the UN Security Council’s unanimous adoption of Resolution 

2417, which for the first time explicitly addressed the link between conflict and hunger. 

https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/peace/2020/press-release/  

 

https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/peace/2020/press-release/
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46.  Consider the following statements regarding the Blue Flag Programme. 

1. The Blue Flag Programme is run by the International Intergovernmental Organization in 

partnership with the United Nations . 

2. The Programme requires a Beach to meet certain criteria such as having clean and hygienic 

bathing water, facilities/amenities, waste disposal facilities, being disabled friendly. 

Which of the above given statements is/ are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation:  

Statement 1 is incorrect. 

● The Blue Flag Programme for beaches and marinas is run by the international, non-

governmental, non-profit organisation FEE (the Foundation for Environmental Education).It 

started in France in 1985 and has been implemented in Europe since 1987, and in areas 

outside Europe since 2001. 

Statement 2 is correct. 

● The ‘Blue Flag’ beach is an ‘eco-tourism model’ and marks out beaches as providing tourists 

and beachgoers clean and hygienic bathing water, facilities/amenities, a safe and healthy 

environment, and sustainable development of the area. 

● The certification is accorded with 33 stringent criteria under four major heads for the 

beaches, that are- 

● Environmental Education and Information 

● Bathing Water Quality 

● Environment Management and Conservation 

● Safety and Services 

Why in the news? 
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● Kasarkod beach near Honnavar in Uttara Kannada and Padubidri beach near Udupi has been 

awarded with blue flag certification recently. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/kasarkod-padubidri-beaches-

accorded-blue-flag-tag/article32827723.ece  

 

47. The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, is a deal related to 

a) U.K -Brexit deal 

b) North Korea Nuclear deal 

c) Iran Nuclear deal 

d) Indo - France Rafale deal 

Answer: C 

Explanation:  

● Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action or JCPOA is an agreement of China, France, Germany, 

Russia, the UK, the US and the European Union (EU) with Iran signed in 2015. 

● Under JCPOA, Iran agreed to eliminate its stockpile of medium-enriched uranium, cut its 

stockpile of low-enriched uranium by 98%, and reduce by about two-thirds the number of 

its gas centrifuges. 

● Signatories: China, France, Germany, European Union, Iran, Russia, United Kingdom, United 

States (withdrew) 

● Purpose: Nuclear non-proliferation 

 

48.  Consider the following pairs of ports owned by China and their respective countries 

1) Djibouti- Africa  

2) Gwadar - Pakistan 

3) Hambantota - Sri Lanka 

4) Kyaukpyu - Myanmar 

Which of the above pairs are correctly matched? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/kasarkod-padubidri-beaches-accorded-blue-flag-tag/article32827723.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/kasarkod-padubidri-beaches-accorded-blue-flag-tag/article32827723.ece
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b) 1,2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1,2,3 and 4 

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

● China is setting up ports across the Indian ocean. Examples include Djibouti in the horn of 

Africa, Gwadar in Pakistan, Hambantota in Sri Lanka, Kyaukpyu in Myanmar. 

● These are called strings of pearls in the Indian ocean.  

● These ports are of strategic importance to China to exercise dominance in the Indian ocean.  

 

49. Graded Response Action Plan sometimes seen in news is related to 

a) Pollution abatement of the river Ganga, to improve the water quality  

b) A vast reforestation exercise along the Aravalli hill range  

c) A Supreme Court mandated direction for controlling pollution in Delhi NCR region. 

d) An Action plan by the Environment Ministry to restore lost biodiversity in himalayas. 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

●  It is an emergency plan prepared by the Union Ministry of Environment, Forests & 

Climate Change (MoEFCC) to contain worsening air quality of Delhi-NCR.  

● It was prepared after the order of the Supreme Court in December 2016. 

● It comprises a series of measures that come into force incrementally as pollution increases. 

● The nature, scope and rigor of measures to be taken is linked to levels of pollution viz. Severe 

+ or Emergency, severe, Very poor, Moderate to poor and Moderate.  

● It is implemented by the Environment Pollution (Prevention and Control) Authority 

(EPCA), which was constituted under the provisions of the Environment (Protection) Act, 

1986.  

● The actions are to be implemented in the entire National Capital Region (NCR).  
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● It comprises measures such as prohibition on entry of trucks into Delhi; ban on construction 

activities, introduction of odd and even scheme for private vehicles, shutting of schools, 

closure of brick kilns, hot mix plants and stone crushers; shutting down of Badarpur power 

plant, ban on diesel generator sets, garbage burning in landfills and plying of visibly polluting 

vehicles etc.  

●  

Why in the news? 

Starting October 15, some stricter measures to fight air pollution will come into force in Delhi 

and its neighbouring National Capital Region (NCR) towns, as part of the Graded Response 

Action Plan (GRAP).  

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-what-is-grap-delhi-ncrs-action-

plan-as-air-pollution-increases-6719746/  

 

50. Which of the following was/were included in UNESCO’s List of Intangible Cultural 

Heritage list? 

1. Kumbh Mela 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-what-is-grap-delhi-ncrs-action-plan-as-air-pollution-increases-6719746/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-what-is-grap-delhi-ncrs-action-plan-as-air-pollution-increases-6719746/
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2. Sattriya Dance 

3. Mudiyettu 

4. Buddhist chanting of Ladakh 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

d) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 Ans: C 

Explanation 

UNESCO’s List of Intangible Cultural Heritage 

·         This coveted list is made up of those intangible heritage elements that help demonstrate 

diversity of cultural heritage and raise awareness about its importance 

·         The list was established in 2008 when Convention for Safeguarding of the Intangible 

Cultural Heritage came into effect 

It has two parts viz. Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity 

and List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of urgent safeguarding 

From India the Intangible Cultural Heritages added into this list include 

·         Tradition of Vedic chanting 

·         Ramlila, the traditional performance of the Ramayana 

·         Kutiyattam, Sanskrit theatre 

·         Ramman, religious festival and ritual theatre of the Garhwal Himalayas 

·         Mudiyettu, ritual theatre and dance drama of Kerala 

·         Kalbelia folk songs and dances of Rajasthan 

·         Chhau dance 

·         Buddhist chanting of Ladakh: recitation of sacred Buddhist texts in the trans-

Himalayan Ladakh region, Jammu and Kashmir. 

·         Sankirtana, ritual singing, drumming and dancing of Manipur 
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·         Traditional brass and copper craft of utensil making among the Thatheras of Jandiala 

Guru, Punjab 

·         Yoga 

·         Nawrouz 

·         Kumbh Mela 

 

51.  Consider the following statements about the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 

(SCO). 

1. India and Pakistan became full members of SCO in 2017. 

2. Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS) is a permanent organ of the SCO to promote 

cooperation of member states against terrorism, separatism and extremism. 

Which of the statements given above is/are not correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

● SCO is a permanent intergovernmental international organisation established in 2001. 

● It’s a Eurasian political, economic and military organisation aiming to maintain peace, 

security and stability in the region. 

● Prior to the creation of SCO in 2001, Kazakhstan, China, Kyrgyzstan, Russia and Tajikistan 

were members of the Shanghai Five. Following the accession of Uzbekistan to the 

organisation in 2001, the Shanghai Five was renamed the SCO. 

● India and Pakistan became members in 2017. 

● The Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS) of the SCO engaged in furthering cooperation 

and ties between member countries on concerns of terrorism, security, drug trafficking, 

crime and cyber warfare. 
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Why in the news? 

● 7 th Justice Ministers' Meeting of Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Member States 

to be hosted by Union Law Minister Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad on 16th October, 2020 

Source: http://eng.sectsco.org/about_sco/ 

 

52.   Atoms having the same number of protons (Z) but different number of neutrons (N) 

are called as 

a) Isotones 

b) Isotopes 

c) Isomers 

d) Isobars 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

Isotopes 

Atoms having the same number of protons (Z) but different numbers of neutrons (N) are 

isotopes. 

Isobars 

Atoms having the same mass number (A) are isobars. 

Isotones 

Atoms having the same number of neutrons (N) but a different number of protons (Z) are 

isotones. 

Isomers 

Atoms of the same element (same Z and N) but which are in different excited states are 

isomers. 

Why in the news? 

An isotope based teletherapy system for treating patients with cancer is being installed in 

the Department of Radiotherapy of Government Stanley Medical College Hospital.  

 

http://eng.sectsco.org/about_sco/
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53.  Which of the following crops are grown during the month of June to October? 

1) Maize 

2) Sugarcane 

3) Groundnut 

4) Wheat 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 1,2 and 3 only 

b) 1,2 and 4 only 

c) 1,3 and 4 only 

d) 1,2,3 and 4 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

● The agricultural crop year in India is from July to June. 

● The Indian cropping season is classified into two main seasons based on the monsoon: 

● (i) Kharif is from July –October during the south-west monsoon 

● (ii) Rabi is from October-March (winter) 

● (iii) Zaid is from  March - June (summer) 

● Kharif means autumn and Rabi means spring. 

● The kharif crops (July-October)  include rice, maize, sorghum, pearl millet/bajra, finger 

millet/ragi (cereals), arhar (pulses), soyabean, groundnut (oilseeds), cotton,Sugarcane etc. 

● The rabi crops (October-March) include wheat(not grown from june to october), barley, 

oats (cereals), chickpea/gram (pulses), linseed, mustard (oilseeds) etc. 

● The zaid crops (March and June) include cucumber, muskmelon, watermelon, pumpkin 

etc. 

http://www.arthapedia.in/index.php%3Ftitle%3DCropping_seasons_of_India-

_Kharif_%2526_Rabi 

 

http://www.arthapedia.in/index.php%3Ftitle%3DCropping_seasons_of_India-_Kharif_%2526_Rabi
http://www.arthapedia.in/index.php%3Ftitle%3DCropping_seasons_of_India-_Kharif_%2526_Rabi
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54. Consider the following statements with respect to the Financial Action Task Force 

(FATF) 

1. It is an inter-governmental body established by the Group of Seven (G7) 

2. Countries that are considered safe haven for supporting terror funding and money 

laundering are categorized under the FATF Grey list 

3. It works to generate the necessary political will to bring about national legislative and 

regulatory reforms 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 3 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3 

d) 1 and 2 only 

Answer : C 

Explanation 

·         FATF is an inter-governmental body established in 1989 on the initiative of the 

G7 

·         It is a “policy-making body” which works to generate the necessary political will to 

bring about national legislative and regulatory reforms in various areas 

·         The FATF Secretariat is housed at the OECD headquarters in Paris 

Roles and functions 

·         Initially it was established to examine and develop measures to combat money 

laundering. 

·         In October 2001, the FATF expanded its mandate to incorporate efforts to combat 

terrorist financing, in addition to money laundering. 

·         In April 2012, it added efforts to counter the financing of proliferation of weapons 

of mass destruction 

Composition 
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·         The FATF currently comprises 37 member jurisdictions and 2 regional organisations, 

representing most major financial centers in all parts of the globe. It also has observers and 

associate members 

Blacklist and Grey list 

·         Black List: Countries known as Non-Cooperative Countries or Territories (NCCTs) 

are put in the blacklist. These countries support terror funding and money laundering 

activities. The FATF revises the blacklist regularly, adding or deleting entries 

·         Grey List: Countries that are considered safe haven for supporting terror funding 

and money laundering are put in the FATF grey list. This inclusion serves as a warning to the 

country that it may enter the blacklist 

  

55.  Consider the following statements about the “core inflation”. 

1. It measures the price movements of eight core industries (Electricity, steel, refinery 

products, crude oil, coal, cement, natural gas and fertilizers) which comprise 40.27 per cent 

of the Index of Industrial Production (IIP).  

2. The flexible inflation targeting (FIT) framework of the RBI targets to contain CPI core 

inflation within 4 percent with a band of (+/-) 2 percent. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

● Core inflation is a measure of inflation obtained by excluding commodities of high price 

volatility such as food items, energy products etc. 

● If temporary price shocks are taken into account, they may affect the estimated overall 

inflation numbers in such a way that they are different from actual inflation. To eliminate 
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this possibility, core inflation is calculated to gauge the actual inflation apart from temporary 

shocks and volatility. 

● Under the flexible inflation targeting (FIT) framework, RBI aims to contain headline CPI 

(Combined) within 4 percent with a band of (+/-) 2 percent. 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/definition/Core-inflation 

 

56. Which of the following reports is/are published by the International Monetary Fund 

(IMF)? 

1. World Investment Report 

2. Global Hunger Report 

3. Global Financial Stability Report 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

a) 1, 2 and 3 

b) 3 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 

d) 1 and 3 only 

Answer: B 

Explanation: 

● The Global Financial Stability Report is published twice in a year by the IMF.  

● Global Financial Stability Report (GFSR) identifies the current key vulnerabilities in the 

global financial system as the rise in corporate debt burdens, increasing holdings of riskier 

and more illiquid assets by institutional investors, and growing reliance on external 

borrowing by emerging and frontier market economies. 

● The World Investment Report is published by The United Nations Conference on Trade 

and Development (UNCTAD). It focuses on trends in foreign direct investment (FDI) 

worldwide, at the regional and country levels and emerging measures to improve its 

contribution to development. 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/definition/Core-inflation
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● The Global Hunger Report is an annual publication that is jointly prepared by the Concern 

Worldwide (an Irish agency) and the Welt Hunger Hilfe (a German organization). 

 

57.  Which of the following is/ are the tributaries of river Krishna? 

1) Tungabhadra 

2) Bhima 

3) Koyna 

4) Pranhita 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 4 only 

c) 1,2 and 3 only 

d) 1,2,3 and 4 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

● The Krishna River is the second biggest river in peninsular India after Godavari River. 

● It originates near Mahabaleshwar (Satara) in Maharashtra. 

● It runs from four states Maharashtra (303 km), North Karnataka (480 km) and the rest 

of its 1300 km journey in Telangana and Andhra Pradesh before it empties into the Bay 

of Bengal. 

● Tributaries: Tungabhadra, Mallaprabha, Koyna, Bhima, Ghataprabha, Yerla, Warna, 

Dindi, Musi and Dudhganga. 

● Pranhita is a tributary of river Godavari. 
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58.   Consider the following statements about Quad 

1) Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) is the informal strategic dialogue between India, USA, 

Japan and Australia. 

2) It is seen as one of the elements of its larger Indo-Pacific strategy for “a free, open and rules-

based order” in face of an aggressive and expansionist China in the region.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 Answer: C 

Explanation:  

Both the statements are correct. 
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● Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) is the informal strategic dialogue between India, 

USA, Japan and Australia with a shared objective to ensure and support a “free, open and 

prosperous” Indo-Pacific region. 

● All four nations find a common ground of being the democratic nations and common 

interests of unhindered maritime trade and security. 

● The idea was first mooted by Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe in 2007. However, the 

idea couldn’t move ahead with Australia pulling out of it. 

● The US believes the Quad, as one of the elements of its larger Indo-Pacific strategy for “a free, 

open and rules-based order” in face of an aggressive and expansionist China in the region. 

 

59.  Which of the following states does not share its boundary with Mediterranean Sea? 

a) Tunisia  

b) Greece  

c) Libya 

d) Portugal  

Answer: D 

Explanation:  

● While Portugal is considered a Mediterranean country, and Portuguese people are 

considered as Mediterranean people, in terms of culture, history, language, and climate, 

Portugal does not border the Mediterranean sea 
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60. Consider the following statements regarding the ‘Round tripping’ 

1. It refers to money that leaves the country through various channels and makes its way 

back into the country often as foreign investment 

2. Global Depository Receipts (GDR) and Participatory Notes (P-Notes) can be used as a tool 

for Round tripping 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 Answer : C 

Explanation 

·         Round tripping refers to money that leaves the country though various channels and 

makes its way back into the country often as foreign investment. This mostly involves 

black money and is allegedly often used for stock price manipulation 

·         Round tripping is often done through a series of transactions that don’t have any 

substantial commercial purposes, which makes it fall within the trappings of General Anti 

Avoidance Rules (GAAR) 

·         It could be invested in offshore funds that in turn invest in Indian assets. The Global 

Depository Receipts (GDR) and Participatory Notes (P-Notes) are some of the other 

routes that have been used in the past 

·         There are a number of observed factors that promotes round tripping. Mainly, Tax 

concessions allowed in the foreign country encourages individuals to park money there 

and then reroute it 

 

61.   It is a Wildlife Sanctuary located in the state of kerala. It is now an integral part of the 

Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve. It is part of the Deccan Plateau and the vegetation is 

predominantly of the south Indian moist deciduous teak forests. Also, the sanctuary 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nilgiri_Biosphere_Reserve
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deccan_Plateau
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has pastures of the west-coast semi-evergreen trees. The wildlife sanctuary comes 

under Project Elephant. It holds the largest tiger population in the State. 

The above description refers to which of the following Wildlife Sanctuary ? 

a) Mudumalai  

b) Bandipur      

c) Nagarhole 

d) Wayanad 

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

● Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary is an animal sanctuary in Wayanad, Kerala. It has an extent of 

344.44 km2 with four ranges namely Sulthan Bathery, Muthanga, Kurichiat and 

Tholpetty 

● Established in 1973, the sanctuary is now an integral part of the Nilgiri Biosphere 

Reserve. It is bounded by the protected area network of Nagarhole and Bandipur of 

Karnataka in the northeast, and on the southeast by Mudumalai of Tamil Nadu. 

● It is part of the Deccan Plateau and the vegetation is predominantly of the south Indian 

moist deciduous teak forests. Also, the sanctuary has pastures of the west-coast semi-

evergreen trees. The wildlife sanctuary comes under Protect Elephant and one can spot a 

herd of elephants roaming in the area. 

● Wayanad district has the largest population of Adivasi in Kerala. Scheduled tribes here 

include Paniyas, Kurumas, Adiyans, Kurichiyas, Ooralis and Kattunaikkans. 

● A monitoring programme of the Forest Department for 2017-18 has found that the Wayanad 

Wildlife Sanctuary (WWS), holds the largest tiger population in the State. 

 

62. With reference to the International Solar Alliance, consider the following statements. 

1. It is a coalition of solar resource rich countries lying fully or partially between the 

Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mudumalai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bandipur_National_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nilgiri_Biosphere_Reserve
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nilgiri_Biosphere_Reserve
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nagarhole
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bandipur_National_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karnataka
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mudumalai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tamil_Nadu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deccan_Plateau
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adivasi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paniya_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kuruba
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adiyan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kurichiya
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2. The ISA is a treaty-based intergovernmental international organization that doesn’t 

put any legal obligations on member countries. 

3. UN member countries which are located beyond the Tropics can also join the ISA as 

“Partner Countries” with the right to vote. 

Which of the above statements is\are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer:B 

Explanation 

Statement 1 is correct: International Solar Alliance (ISA) is a coalition of solar resource rich 

countries lying fully or partially between the Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of 

Capricorn to specifically address energy needs by harnessing solar energy.  

The Alliance aims to provide a platform for prospective member countries to collaborate and 

address the identified gaps through a common agreed approach.  

ISA has been envisioned as a dedicated platform that aims to contribute towards the 

common goal of increasing utilization and promote solar energy and solar applications in the 

prospective member countries to help the world transform to a low-carbon and greener 

society. 

Statement 2 is correct: The ISA Framework Agreement has a total of 14 articles.  

There are no targets or legal obligations imposed on member-countries.   

Members take coordinated actions through Programmes and activities launched on a 

voluntary basis, aimed at better harmonizing and aggregating demand for, inter alia, solar 

finance, solar technologies, innovation, research and development, and capacity building.  

Statement 3 is incorrect. 

● UN member countries which are located beyond the Tropics can join the ISA as 

“Partner Countries”.   
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● Organizations that have potential to help the ISA achieve its objectives including 

regional intergovernmental economic integration organizations constituted by sovereign 

states at least one of which is a member of the ISA can join the ISA as a “Partner 

Organization”.   

● United Nations including its organs can join the ISA as “Strategic Partners”. 

 Structure of the ISA and How are decisions taken?  

● The ISA will have a two-tier structure – the Assembly and the Secretariat.  Each 

member-country is represented on the Assembly, which meets annually at the Ministerial 

level at the seat of the ISA. The Assembly may also meet under special circumstances.   

● The Assembly makes all necessary decisions regarding the functioning of the ISA, 

including the selection of the Director General and approval of the operating budget.   

● Each Member has one vote in the Assembly.   

● Partner Countries, Partner Organizations, Strategic Partners, and Observers may 

participate without having the right to vote.  

Why in the news? 

India and France re-elected as President and Co- President of the International Solar Alliance 

(ISA) at the third assembly of the ISA. 

Source: http://isolaralliance.org/Objective.aspx  

http://isolaralliance.org/docs/ISA%20FAQs.pdf  

 

63.  Consider the following about STARS programme 

1) It aims to improve the quality and governance of school education through the Samagra 

Shiksha in all the states. 

2) It is aided by the World Bank. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

http://isolaralliance.org/Objective.aspx
http://isolaralliance.org/docs/ISA%20FAQs.pdf
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d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

● The STARS Project seeks to support States in developing, implementing and evaluating 

interventions with direct linkages to improved education outcomes. It aims to improve the 

quality and governance of school education through the Samagra Shiksha 6 states namely 

Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Kerala and Odisha. (not all the 

states) Hence statement 1 is incorrect. 

● The total project cost is 5,718 crore rupees with the financial support of the World Bank 

amounting to 500 million US dollar. Statement 2 is correct. 

● The STARS project would be implemented as a new Centrally Sponsored Scheme under the 

Department of School Education and Literacy. 

Why in the news? 

● The Union Cabinet has approved World Bank supported Strengthening Teaching-Learning 

and Results for States -STARS project.  

 

64.  Which of the following is/are advantages of 5G technology? 

1) Faster speed 

2) Ultra Low latency 

3) Increased connectivity 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 2 only 

d) 1,2 and 3 

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

The fifth generation of mobile communication networks is 5g technology. 
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5G is projected to bring three main benefits: 

Faster speed: Data transfer speeds are projected to be about 10 times higher with 5G than 

is possible with 4G. That means significantly faster transmission of images and videos. With 

4G/LTE, downloading a high-definition movie might take about 10 minutes. With 5G, it 

should take less than a second. 

Shorter delays: Though it’s not always noticeable, there is often a brief lag in time from 

when data is sent to when it’s received. 5G should reduce this so-called latency, making it 

possible, for example, to watch high-speed virtual reality video with no delays or glitches. 

Increased connectivity: Cell towers equipped with 5G technology would have greatly 

increased capacity over 4G/LTE. That means more people — and more devices — should be 

able to communicate at the same time. 

Hence all three are advantages of 5G technology. 

 

65.  Consider the following statements about National Rural Livelihood Mission 

1) National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM) was launched by the Ministry of Rural 

Development (MoRD)  

2) The Mission aims at creating efficient and effective institutional platforms of the rural poor, 

enabling them to increase household income. 

3) It is a Central sector scheme aided in part through investment support by the World Bank. 

Select the correct answers using the code below 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1,2 and 3 

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

About: 
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● Aajeevika - National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM) was launched by the Ministry of 

Rural Development (MoRD) in 2011.  

Aim: 

● The Mission aims at creating efficient and effective institutional platforms of the rural 

poor, enabling them to increase household income through sustainable livelihood 

enhancements and improved access to financial services.  

Coverage; 

● NRLM set out with an agenda to cover 7 Crore rural poor households, across 600 districts, 

6000 blocks, 2.5 lakh Gram Panchayats and 6 lakh villages in the country through self-

managed Self Help Groups (SHGs) and federated institutions and support them for 

livelihoods collectives in a period of 8-10 years. 

Features: 

● The poor would be facilitated to achieve increased access to rights, entitlements and 

public services, diversified risk and better social indicators of empowerment.  

● DAY-NRLM believes in harnessing the innate capabilities of the poor and complements them 

with capacities (information, knowledge, skills, tools, finance and collectivization) to 

participate in the growing economy of the country. 

Funding: 

● Central sector scheme aided in part through investment support by the World Bank. 

 In November 2015, the program was renamed Deendayal Antayodaya Yojana (DAY-

NRLM). 

 

66.  Consider the following statements about Trans fats  

1. Trans fats are saturated fats that occur both naturally and artificially. 

2. Trans fats are created through a process of Hydrogenation  

3. Natural trans fats are found in meat and dairy of ruminant animals 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

a) 1 and 2 only  
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b) 2 and 3 only  

c) 1 and 3 only  

d) 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: B  

Explanation  

About Trans fats : 

Statement 1 is incorrect: 

● Trans fats, or trans-fatty acids, are a form of unsaturated fat. They come in both natural and 

artificial forms.  

Statement 3 is correct: 

● Natural, or ruminant, trans fats occur in the meat and dairy from ruminant animals, such as 

cattle, sheep, and goats. They form naturally when bacteria in these animals’ stomachs digest 

grass.  

Statement 2 is correct: 

● Manufacturers create trans fats via a process called hydrogenation. Hydrogenation is a 

process by which vegetable oils are converted to solid fats simply by adding hydrogen 

atoms. Hydrogenation increases the shelf life and flavor stability of foods.  

● Artificial trans fats raise LDL "bad" cholesterol and increase the likelihood of heart disease. 

They also lower HDL "good" cholesterol. 

Related information: 

● The Ministry of Health has launched the 'trans fat free' logo, which can be voluntarily used 

by food business operators in their outlets and also on food products.  

● Food establishments which use trans-fat free fats/oil and do not have industrial trans-fat 

more than 0.2g/100g of food, can display the logo in their outlets and on their food products.  

● The logo has been launched to accelerate FSSAI’s ‘Eat Right India’, a movement to phase out 

transfat in the country. 

● The target is to reduce the industrially produced trans fatty acids on food supply to less than 

2% by 2022. 
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Why in the news? 

● The Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare while taking note of the fact the economic 

cost of food-borne diseases is estimated to be $15 billion, believes that the “Eat Right India” 

and the “Fit India” Movement will prove to be game-changers. 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/bakeries-sweet-shops-restaurants-can-

now-sport-trans-fat-free-logo/article28712040.ece 

https://www.webmd.com/diet/features/trans-fats-science-and-risks#1 

 

67. Nandankanan Zoological Park is located at  

a) Madhya pradesh 

b) Uttar Pradesh 

c) Chattisgarh 

d) Odisha  

Answer: D 

Explanation 

● Nandankanan Zoological Park is a premier large zoo of India situated 15kms from Odisha’s 

capital, Bhubaneswar. 

●  Unlike other zoos in the country, Nandankanan is built right inside the forest and set in a 

completely natural environment. 

● Nandankanan is the first zoo in the World to breed White tiger and Melanistic tiger. 

● Nandankanan is the only conservation breeding centre of Indian Pangolins in the world. 

● Nandankanan is the only zoological park in India to become an institutional member of 

World Association of Zoos and Aquarium (WAZA). 

● Nandankanan is the only zoo in India after which an express train Puri-New Delhi express 

has been named as "Nandankanan Express". 

●  Nandankanan is the first zoo in India where endangered Ratel was born in captivity. 

●  Nandankanan is the only zoo in India to have an Open-top Leopard Enclosure. 

●  Nandankanan is the second largest heronry for Open Billied Storks in Odisha. 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/bakeries-sweet-shops-restaurants-can-now-sport-trans-fat-free-logo/article28712040.ece
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/bakeries-sweet-shops-restaurants-can-now-sport-trans-fat-free-logo/article28712040.ece
https://www.webmd.com/diet/features/trans-fats-science-and-risks#1
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Why in the news? 

● The Nandankanan Zoological Park (NZP) in Bhubaneswar, Odisha  has revived its innovative 

‘Adopt-An-Animal’ programme to mobilise resources for animals. 

https://www.nandankanan.org/ 

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/bhubaneswars-

nandankanan-zoo-revives-adopt-an-animal-scheme/article32865524.ece  

 

68. Consider the following regarding Manufactured sand (M-Sand): 

1. Due to the depletion of good quality river sand for the use of construction, the use of 

manufactured sand has been increased.  

2. It is costlier than conventional river sand.  

3. The advantage of using M-Sand is that the sizes of m-sand can be controlled easily so that 

it meets the required grading for the given construction. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: C  

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct:   

● Manufactured sand (M-Sand) is a substitute of river sand for concrete construction.  

● Manufactured sand is produced from hard granite stone by crushing.   Due to the depletion 

of good quality river sand for the use of construction, the use of manufactured sand has been 

increased.  

Statement 2 is incorrect:   

https://www.nandankanan.org/
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/bhubaneswars-nandankanan-zoo-revives-adopt-an-animal-scheme/article32865524.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/bhubaneswars-nandankanan-zoo-revives-adopt-an-animal-scheme/article32865524.ece
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● It is less costly. Since manufactured sand can be crushed from hard granite rocks, it can be 

readily available at the nearby place, reducing the cost of transportation from far-off river 

sand bed.  

Statement 3 is correct:  

● The advantage of using M-Sand is, it can be dust free, the sizes of m-sand can be controlled 

easily so that it meets the required grading for the given construction. 

Why in the news? 

● The policy on M-Sand, which will have a legal framework for production and sale, is expected 

to be implemented early next year. 

 

69.  Consider the following statements about Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 

Development (OECD) 

1) Low-income economies with a Low  Human Development Index (HDI) which are regarded 

as developing countries are mostly the members of OECD 

2) India is a member of OECD. 

Which of the statements given above is/are INCORRECT? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) 

● The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) is an international 

organisation that works to build better policies for better lives. 

● It is a 34 member countries group with a goal  to shape policies that foster prosperity, 

equality, opportunity and well-being for all. 
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● Aim: Together with governments, policy makers and citizens, it works on establishing 

international norms and finding evidence-based solutions to a range of social, economic 

and environmental challenges. 

● OECD members are democratic countries that support free-market economies.  

● Most of the OECD members are high-income economies with a very high Human 

Development Index (HDI) and are regarded as developed countries (not low income 

countries with low HDI and not developing countries). Hence statement 1 is Incorrect. 

● India is not a member of OECD. Hence statement 2 is Incorrect. 

● OECD is an official United Nations (UN), observer member 

Reports and Indices by OECD  

● International Migration Outlook 

●  OECD Better Life Index 

 

70.  Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched? 

Ethnic communities- Region associated 

1) Ahmadians - Pakistans  

2) Kurds - Turkey 

3) Houthis- Yemen 

4) Uyghurs- China 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 1 and 2  only 

b) 1,2 and 3 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1,2,3 and 4 

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

Ahmadians 
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● There are an estimated 10 million Ahmadis around the world, living in more than 200 

countries.  

● Of this, about 40 lakh live in Pakistan and 1.5 lakh in India.  

● Ahmadis from Pakistan have steadily moved to the West, fleeing persecution, seeking refuge 

in countries such as the UK, Germany and Canada. 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/in-their-

prophets-shadow-ahmadis-and-their-plight-as-a-

community/articleshow/73100973.cms?from=mdr 

Khurds 

● Iranian ethnic group native to a mountainous region of Western Asia known as 

Kurdistan, which spans southeastern Turkey, northwestern Iran, northern Iraq, and 

northern Syria. 

● About 20 million Kurds, a quarter of Turkey’s population live in the underdeveloped south-

east. By subsuming Kurdish sub-national identity, Turkish nationalism resulted in 

politico-economic discontent among Kurds.  

● It fuelled a Kurdish insurgency led by the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), which Turkey 

calls a terrorist organisation. 

● Although most Kurds have conformed to their respective nationalities, aspiration for a 

unified homeland, Kurdistan, remains. 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/a-turkish-

misadventure/article29683319.ece 

3) Houthis 

● The Houthi movement, named after the family it is associated with, emerged from Yemen's 

northern province Saada. 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/in-their-prophets-shadow-ahmadis-and-their-plight-as-a-community/articleshow/73100973.cms?from=mdr
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/in-their-prophets-shadow-ahmadis-and-their-plight-as-a-community/articleshow/73100973.cms?from=mdr
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/in-their-prophets-shadow-ahmadis-and-their-plight-as-a-community/articleshow/73100973.cms?from=mdr
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/a-turkish-misadventure/article29683319.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/a-turkish-misadventure/article29683319.ece
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● Saudi Arabia backed Yemeni government and Houthis supported by Iran has been locked in 

an increasingly complex war. 

https://www.dw.com/en/yemens-houthi-rebels-who-are-they-and-what-do-they-

want/a-50667558 

4) Uyghurs  

● Uyghurs (or Uighurs, Uygurs) are ethnically and culturally a Turkic people living in the 

areas of Central Asia commonly known as East Turkistan.  

● The largest population live in China’s autonomous Xinjiang region, in the country’s north-

west.  

● Today, Uyghurs practice a moderate form of Islam and lead predominantly secular lives.  

● There are an estimated 20 million Uyghurs living in East Turkistan and abroad, though 

Chinese sources put the number at 11.65 million. 

● Under decades of repressive rule, the existence of the Uyghur nation is under threat as the 

Chinese government continues to carry out deliberate policies opposing centuries-old 

tradition, culture & religion. 

https://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/ 

http://theconversation.com/explainer-who-are-the-uyghurs-and-why-is-the-chinese-

government-detaining-them-111843 

 

 

 

https://www.dw.com/en/yemens-houthi-rebels-who-are-they-and-what-do-they-want/a-50667558
https://www.dw.com/en/yemens-houthi-rebels-who-are-they-and-what-do-they-want/a-50667558
https://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/
http://theconversation.com/explainer-who-are-the-uyghurs-and-why-is-the-chinese-government-detaining-them-111843
http://theconversation.com/explainer-who-are-the-uyghurs-and-why-is-the-chinese-government-detaining-them-111843
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71. Consider the following statements about Institutions of Eminence 

1)      Under, Institutions of Eminence, both public and private institutions are identified to 

emerge as world-class Teaching and Research Institutions. 

2)      University Grants Commission (UGC) inspection shall not apply to Institutions of Eminence. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a)      1 only 

b)      2 only 

c)      Both 1 and 2 

d)      Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

Both the statements are correct 

About Institutions of Eminence scheme: 

● Institutes of Eminence (IoE) is a recognition scheme for higher education institutes in 

India, set by the University Grants Commission. 

● Institutions of Eminence scheme has been launched in order to implement the commitment 

of the Government to empower the Higher Educational Institutions and to help them 

become world class teaching and research institutions. 

● Both public and ten private institutions identified emerge as world-class Teaching and 

Research Institutions. Hence statement 1 is correct. 

● This will enhance affordable access to high quality education for ordinary Indians. 

Objectives of the Scheme: 

● To provide for higher education leading to excellence and innovations in such branches of 

knowledge as may be deemed fit at post-graduate, graduate and research degree levels and 

award degrees, diplomas and other academic distinctions; 

● To provide for high quality teaching and research and for the advancement of knowledge 

● To pay special attention to teaching and research in unique and emerging areas of 

knowledge, including interdisciplinary areas, which are regarded as important for strategic 
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needs of the country but are not being pursued by conventional or existing institutions so 

far, and award degrees, diplomas and other academic distinctions. 

● To aim to be rated interNationally for its teaching and research as a top hundred Institution 

in the world over time. 

Key Benefits of Institutions of Eminence 

1. Government Institutions to get additional funding upto 1000 Cr. 

2. The selected Institutions under IoE shall have complete academic and administrative 

autonomy. 

3. Freedom to enter into academic collaborations with other Institutions within the country. 

4. Freedom to have own transparent merit based system for admission of students. 

5. Freedom to admit additionally foreign students on merit subject to a maximum of 30% of 

the strength of admitted domestic students. 

6. Freedom to fix and charge fees from foreign students without restriction. 

7. UGC Inspection shall not apply to Institutions of Eminence.  

Hence statement 2 is correct. 

 

72. Consider the following 

1. Carbon monoxide 

2. Methane 

3. Ozone 

4. Sulphur dioxide 

Which of the above are released into the atmosphere due to the burning of 

crop/biomass residue? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

c) 1 and 4 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Ans: D 



OFFICERS IAS ACADEMY 

IAS ACADEMY RUN BY FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS 

69 

Plot No: 935,6th Avenue, Anna Nagar, Chennai-40 

Ph: 044-40483555,9677120226,9677174226 

Web: www.officersiasacademy.com 

Explanation 

·         Biomass burning is the combustion of organic matter. Burning can be from natural 

or manmade fires. Examples are the burning of crop stubble, forest residues and 

vegetation burnt for land clearing 

·         Burning of agricultural biomass residue, or Crop Residue Burning (CRB) has been 

identified as a major health hazard.  Burning of crop residues not only degrade the 

atmospheric quality but also affect the climate and ultimate the human health. 

·         Crop residue and biomass burning (forest fires) are considered as a major source of 

carbon dioxide (CO2), carbon monoxide (CO), methane (CH4), Ozone, volatile organic 

compounds (VOC), nitrogen oxides, Sulphur dioxide and halogen compounds 

·         It is also a significant source of aerosol in the atmosphere, having potential impact on 

global air quality and that of a climate 

·         It was observed that levels of SO2 and NO2 increases during the burning months 

(October–November) incorporated with the effect of meteorological parameters especially 

wind direction, precipitation and atmospheric temperature. 

 

73.  Which of the following statements regarding Global Hunger Index (GHI) Report-2020 

is/are incorrect?  

1) The report is an annual publication that is jointly prepared by the World Bank and 

WeltHungerHilfe. 

2) India’s rank has improved from 102 in 2019 to 94 in 2020. 

3) India has the highest prevalence of wasted children under five years in the world. 

Select the correct options given below 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 only 

d) 1,2 and 3 

Answer: C 
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Explanation 

● The report is an annual publication that is jointly prepared by the Concern Worldwide (an 

Irish agency) and the Welt Hunger Hilfe (a German organization). (not world bank) Hence 

Statement 1 is incorrect.  

● In the recently released Global Hunger Index (GHI) Report-2020, India was ranked at 

94thposition out of 107 countries. (While it was ranked at 102nd position out of 117 

countries in 2019) Hence statement 2 is correct.  

● The report is based on four GHI indicators namely, undernourishment, child stunting, 

child wasting, and child mortality. 

 

Highlight of the report: 

● India has the highest prevalence of wasted children under five years in the world, which 

reflects acute undernutrition, according to the Global Hunger Index 2020. Hence statement 

3 is correct.  

● Country has the highest prevalence of ‘wasted children’; even Bangladesh and Pakistan score 

better 

● Child stunting has actually improved significantly, from 54% in 2000 to less than 35% now. 

● India has improved in child mortality rates, which is now at 3.7%. 

● In the region of south, east and south-eastern Asia, the only countries which fare worse than 

India are Timor-Leste, Afghanistan and North Korea. 

.https://www.globalhungerindex.org/india.html 

 

https://www.globalhungerindex.org/india.html
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74.  New START (Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty), a bilateral treaty for reduction and 

limitation of strategic offensive arms is signed between which of the following 

countries? 

a) United States and India 

b) India and Russia 

c) United States and Russia 

d) United States and Iran 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

● New START is a nuclear arms reduction treaty between the United States and the 

Russian Federation with the formal name of Measures for the Further Reduction and 

Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms. 

●  It was signed on 8 April 2010 in Prague, and, after ratification, entered into force on 5 

February 2011. New START replaced the Treaty of Moscow (SORT), which was due to 

expire in December 2012. 

Features of the Treaty: 

● The number of strategic nuclear missile launchers will be reduced by half. 

● A new inspection and verification regime will be established, replacing the SORT mechanism. 

● The number of deployed strategic nuclear warheads is limited to 1,550, which is down nearly 

two-thirds from the original START treaty, as well as 10% lower than the deployed strategic 

warhead limit of the 2002 Moscow Treaty. 

● It will also limit the number of deployed and non-deployed inter-continental ballistic missile 

(ICBM) launchers, submarine-launched ballistic missile (SLBM) launchers, and heavy 

bombers equipped for nuclear armaments to 800.  

● The number of deployed ICBMs, SLBMs, and heavy bombers equipped for nuclear 

armaments is limited to 700. 
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75. Choose the correct sequence of sea arranged from North to South in East Asian 

region/Western pacific: 

(a) Sea of Japan, East China Sea, Yellow Sea, Sea of Okhotsk, South China sea 

(b) Sea of Okhotsk, Sea of Japan, Yellow Sea, East China Sea, South China sea 

(c) Sea of Japan, East China Sea, Yellow Sea, South China Sea, Sea of Okhotsk 

(d) Sea of Okhotsk, Sea of Japan, East China Sea, South China Sea, Yellow Sea 

Answer : (b) 

Explanation:  

 

 

76. National Green Tribunal (NGT) has jurisdiction over which of the following acts? 

1. The Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 

2. The Biological Diversity Act, 2002 

3. Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 

4. The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 1, 3 and 4 only 
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b) 1, 2 and 4 only            

c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 Answer:B 

Explanation 

● The National Green Tribunal has been established on under the National Green Tribunal 

Act 2010 for effective and expeditious disposal of cases relating to environmental protection 

and conservation of forests and other natural resources including enforcement of any 

legal right relating to environment and giving relief and compensation for damages to 

persons and property and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto. 

● It is a specialized body equipped with the necessary expertise to handle environmental 

disputes involving multi-disciplinary issues. The Tribunal shall not be bound by the 

procedure laid down under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, but shall be guided by 

principles of natural justice 

● The Tribunal's dedicated jurisdiction in environmental matters shall provide speedy 

environmental justice and help reduce the burden of litigation in the higher courts. 

● The NGT deals with civil cases under the seven laws related to the environment, these 

include 

1.  The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 

2. The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Cess Act, 1977 

3.  The Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 

4. The Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 

5.  The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 

6.  The Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991 and 

7.  The Biological Diversity Act, 2002 

● Two important acts - Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 and Scheduled Tribes and Other 

Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 have been kept out of 

NGT’s jurisdiction. 
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77.  Consider the following statements about Anti Tank Guided Missile (ATGM) 

1) Anti tank guided missiles are medium or long-range missiles whose primary purpose is to 

destroy tanks and other armoured vehicles. 

2) ATGMs can be launched from land vehicles only. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation: 

● An anti-tank missile, anti-tank guided missile (ATGM), anti-armour guided missile or anti-

tank guided weapon (ATGW) is a missile that is created to destroy vehicles that are heavily 

armoured.  

● Antitank guided missile are medium or long-range missile whose primary purpose is to 

destroy tanks and other armoured vehicles. Hence statement 1 is correct. 

● ATGMs can be launched from aircraft or land vehicles or by infantry.  

Hence statement 2 is incorrect. 

● The anti-tank guided missiles (ATGM), can be directed to a target by several different 

guidance systems, including laser guiding, television camera, or wire guiding.  

● The most compact systems are small enough to be carried and operated by a single soldier, 

and advanced models, such as the U.S. Javelin, are “fire and forget” missiles, which means 

that once the ATGM has been launched, it directs itself toward the target by using digital 

imaging. 

● An ATGM can also be used against fortified positions or low-speed aircraft. 

Relevant information: 

https://www.britannica.com/technology/missile
https://www.britannica.com/technology/tank-military-vehicle
https://www.britannica.com/technology/armoured-vehicle
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● Recently, the indigenously-developed Man Portable Anti-Tank Guided Missile (MPATGM),a 

third generation low-weight fire-and-forget missile was successfully tested by the Defence 

Research Development Organisation.(DRDO). 

About DRDO: 

● DRDO is the R&D wing of Ministry of Defence, Govt of India, with a vision to empower India 

with cutting-edge defence technologies and a mission to achieve self-reliance in critical 

defence technologies and systems. 

●  It equips our armed forces with state-of-the-art weapon systems and equipment in 

accordance with the requirements laid down by the three Services. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-what-are-anti-tank-guided-

missiles-and-why-are-they-important-6771422/  

 

78.  With reference to State Development Loans (SDLs), consider the following statements. 

1) They are dated securities issued by states for meeting their market borrowings 

requirements 

2) SDLs issued by the State Governments qualify for Statutory Liquidity Ratio (SLR) 

requirements 

3) Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPI) are allowed to invest in SDLs 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct:  

● State Development Loans (SDLs) are dated securities issued by states for meeting their 

market borrowings requirements. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-what-are-anti-tank-guided-missiles-and-why-are-they-important-6771422/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-what-are-anti-tank-guided-missiles-and-why-are-they-important-6771422/
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Statement 2 is correct:  

● The SDL securities issued by states are credible collateral for meeting the SLR requirements 

of banks. 

Statement 3 is correct:  

● Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPI) are allowed to invest in SDLs. The limits for FPI investment 

in SDLs is 2 per cent of outstanding stock of securities. 

 

79. With respect to BrahMos Missile, consider the following statements. 

1. The name BrahMos is formed from names of two rivers i.e. Indian river Brahmaputra and 

the Moskva River of Myanmar. 

2. The medium-range ramjet supersonic cruise missile has a strike range of about 9000 km. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: D 

Explanation:  

● The BrahMos is a ramjet supersonic cruise missile of a short range developed by Defence 

Research and Development Organization (DRDO) and the Russian Federation’s NPO 

Mashinostroeyenia.  

● The missile can be launched from land, aircraft, ships and submarines. 

● The medium-range ramjet supersonic cruise missile has a strike range of about 290 km. 

Why in the news? 

● A naval version of the BrahMos supersonic cruise missile was successfully test-fired from an 

indigenously built stealth destroyer of the Indian Navy in the Arabian Sea recently. 
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80.  SLINEX is a bilateral maritime exercise between which of the following countries?  

a) India and Srilanka 

b) Saudi Arabia and India 

c) Singapore and India  

d) India and Uzbekistan  

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

● The 8th edition of the annual Indian Navy (IN) and Sri Lankan Navy (SLN) bilateral maritime 

exercise SLINEX-20 starts from October 19 to October 21, 2020, in Trincomalee, Sri Lanka. 

 

81. With reference to ‘fly ash’ produced by the power plants using coal as fuel, which of 

the following statements is/are correct? 

1. It is made of Silica, Aluminium oxide, calcium oxide and some potentially toxic elements. 

2. Fly Ash is added as a mixture to cement for building construction, laying of roads and 

landfills. 

3. A taller chimney helps reduce the concentration of fly ash by distributing it over a wider 

region 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b)  2 and 3 only 

c)  1 and 3 only 

d)  1,2 and 3 

Answer (d) 

Explanation: 

What is Fly Ash? 

● Fly ash is a fine powder, which is the by-product of burning coal in thermal power plants. 
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● Fly ash includes substantial amounts of micron sized earth elements of oxides of silica, 

aluminum and calcium. Elements like Arsenic, Boron, Chromium, lead etc. are also found in 

trace concentrations.So statement 1 is correct. 

Statement 2 is correct: 

● Fly ash can be used as a replacement for some of the Portland cement contents of concrete. 

It is environmentally beneficial because it reduces the Portland cement, a major contributor 

of CO2, required in concrete. 

● Fly ash is used as resource material for many applications of construction industries and is 

also being utilized in manufacturing of bricks/blocks/tiles. 

Statement is 3 correct: 

A taller chimney helps reduce the concentration of fly ash by distributing it over a wider 

region 

Other FlyAsh Management Techniques: 

● It includes washing coal at its place of origin will prevent ash from coming to power plants. 

● Promoting R&D for increasing efficiency of power plants will also help in reducing ash 

generation 

 

82. Consider the following statements with respect to UNAIDS 

1. It is leading the global effort to end AIDS as a public health threat by 2030 as part of the 

Sustainable Development Goals 

2. It is the only United Nations entity with civil society represented on its governing body 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: C 

Explanation 
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Both the statements are correct: 

● UNAIDS is leading the global effort to end AIDS as a public health threat by 2030 as part 

of the Sustainable Development Goals 

● UNAIDS is a model for United Nations reform and is the only cosponsored Joint 

Programme in the United Nations system 

● It draws on the experience and expertise of 11 United Nations system Cosponsors and is 

the only United Nations entity with civil society represented on its governing body 

● It places people living with HIV and people affected by the virus at the decision-making 

table and at the centre of designing, delivering and monitoring the AIDS response 

● It provides a platform for the countries to get on the Fast-Track to ending AIDS and is a bold 

advocate for addressing the legal and policy barriers to the AIDS response 

● Recently, the Union Minister of State for Shipping and Chemical & Fertilizers participated 

in the High-level roundtable of UNAIDS (The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS) 

https://www.unaids.org/en/whoweare/about 

 

83. Which of the following countries is/are placed completely between the Tropic of 

Capricorn and the Equator? 

1. Angola 

2. Indonesia 

3. Australia 

4. Bolivia  

Select the correct answer using the code below. 

a) 1 and 2 only  

b) 2 and 4 only  

c) 3 and 4 only  

d) 1 and 4 only  

Answer : D 

 

https://www.unaids.org/en/whoweare/about
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Explanation 

● Indonesia extends beyond the Tropic of Capricorn and Australia is virtually divided into half 

by the Tropic of Capricorn.  

● On the other hand, African country Angola and South American country Bolivia are present 

completely between Equator and Tropic of Capricorn. 

 

84. Consider the following pairs of military exercises between India and other 

participating countries 

1. Malabar - USA and Japan 

2. Maitree- Thailand 

3. Hand in Hand - Nepal 

4. Surya Kiran- Sri Lanka 

Which of the above pairs is/are matched correctly? 

a) 2 and 4 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 3 and 4 only 

d) 1,2 and 4 only 

Answer-B 

Explanation: 

(i) Exercise MALABAR:  A Trilateral Maritime Exercise is between the navies of India, 

Japan and USA.  

(ii) MAITREE: A Joint Military Exercise  between India and Thailand.  

(iii) Hand in Hand-India-China joint military exercise on various themes.  

(iv) Exercise SURYA KIRAN : A bilateral annual military exercise  between Indian and 

Nepal Army.  

(v) Exercise MITRA-SHAKTI refers to annual military exercise between India and Sri 

Lanka. 

Why in the news? 
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The Ministry of Defence recently announced that Australia will join the Malabar 2020 naval 

exercise, consisting of India, Japan and the U.S., to be held next month.  

 

85. Consider the following statements about Asian Development Bank(ADB) 

1) The primary mission of  ADB is to foster growth and cooperation among countries in Asia 

only. 

2) India is the largest borrower and second largest shareholder of ADB. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is incorrect: 

● The Asian Development Bank (ADB) is a regional development bank.It is dedicated to 

reducing poverty in Asia and the Pacific through inclusive economic growth, 

environmentally sustainable growth, and regional integration. 

● ADB assists its members, and partners, by providing loans, technical assistance, grants, and 

equity investments to promote social and economic development. 

● ADB maximizes the development impact of its assistance by facilitating policy dialogues, 

providing advisory services, and mobilizing financial resources through cofinancing 

operations that tap official, commercial, and export credit sources. 

Statement 2 is incorrect: 

● India is a founding member of the ADB and is currently the fourth largest shareholder 

and the largest borrower of the ADB. 

● It is headquartered in Manila, Philippines. 
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● At present, ADB comprises 68 members (including India)- of which 49 are from within Asia 

and the Pacific and 19 outside. 

● The two largest shareholders of the ADB are Japan and the US . 

● ADB is an official United Nations Observer. 

Why in the news? 

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the Government of India signed a $177 million loan 

to upgrade 450 kilometers (km) of state highways and major district roads in the state of 

Maharashtra. 

 

86. Consider the following statements about the Lift Irrigation 

1) Lift irrigation is a method of irrigation in which water is not transported by natural flow, 

but is lifted with pumps or surge pools 

2)Minimal land acquisition problem and low water losses are advantages of lift irrigation 

project. 

3) Kaleshwaram lift irrigation project built across river Godavari. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only  

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1,2 and 3 

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

Lift Irrigation: 

● Lift irrigation is a method of irrigation in which water instead of being transported by 

natural flow (as in gravity-fed canal systems) requires external energy through animal, 

fuel based or electric power using pumps or other mechanical means. Hence statement 1 is 

correct. 



OFFICERS IAS ACADEMY 

IAS ACADEMY RUN BY FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS 

83 

Plot No: 935,6th Avenue, Anna Nagar, Chennai-40 

Ph: 044-40483555,9677120226,9677174226 

Web: www.officersiasacademy.com 

● The advantage of lift irrigation is the minimal land acquisition problem and low water 

losses. Hence statement 2 is correct. 

● The lift irrigation schemes are instrumental in stabilizing agriculture production particularly 

in the years of droughts and increase food production as water is available whenever it is 

required and thereby increase in income level. 

● The Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Scheme of Telangana is a multi-purpose irrigation 

project on the Godavari River in Kaleshwaram, Bhupalpally, Telangana. 

● The project starts at the confluence point of Pranahita River and Godavari River. 

● It would bring drinking water and irrigation to the backward areas of Telangana. 

● It will also help to restore the ground water level to its original state by the way of shifting 

from usage of groundwater for irrigation to usage of surface water. 

● The project will also support Mission Kakatiya and Mission Bhagiratha schemes designed 

to provide drinking water to many villages and improve the capacities of tanks. 

 

87. Consider the following statements regarding the National Green Tribunal (NGT) 

1. It has been established under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 for effective and 

expeditious disposal of cases relating to environmental protection and conservation of 

forests 

2. The Tribunal shall not be bound by the procedure laid down under the Code of Civil 

Procedure, 1908 

3. The NGT has jurisdiction to deal with civil cases under the Public Liability Insurance Act, 

1991 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c)  1, 2 and 3 

d) 2 only 

  Ans: B 
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Explanation 

·         The National Green Tribunal has been established on 18.10.2010 under the National 

Green Tribunal Act 2010 for effective and expeditious disposal of cases relating to 

environmental protection and conservation of forests and other natural resources including 

enforcement of any legal right relating to environment and giving relief and 

compensation for damages to persons and property and for matters connected therewith or 

incidental thereto 

·         It is a specialized body equipped with the necessary expertise to handle 

environmental disputes involving multi-disciplinary issues. 

·         The Tribunal shall not be bound by the procedure laid down under the Code of Civil 

Procedure, 1908, but shall be guided by principles of natural justice 

·         The Tribunal's dedicated jurisdiction in environmental matters shall provide speedy 

environmental justice and help reduce the burden of litigation in the higher courts 

The NGT deals with civil cases under the seven laws related to the environment, these 

include 

Ø  The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 

Ø  The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Cess Act, 1977 

Ø  The Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 

Ø  The Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 

Ø  The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 

Ø  The Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991 and 

Ø  The Biological Diversity Act, 2002 

·         Recently, the National Green Tribunal (NGT) has directed all States and Union Territories 

to take adequate steps to mitigate risks in disposal of bio-medical waste in view of the 

Covid-19 pandemic 
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88. Which of the following pairs regarding the foundational agreement between India & 

US  and their purpose is/are  correctly matched? 

1) LEMOA- Access to designated military facilities 

2) COMCASA- share secure communication and exchange information  

3) BECA- secure sharing of mapping and other geospatial data  

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 3 only 

d) 1,2 and 3  

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

What are the foundational agreements for? 

They are meant to build basic ground work and promote interoperability between militaries 

by creating common standards and systems. They also guide sale and transfer of high-end 

technologies. 

General Security Of Military Information Agreement (GSOMIA) 

● GSOMIA allows militaries to share the intelligence gathered by them. 

Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA) 

● LEMOA allows both countries to have access to each other’s designated military facilities for 

refueling and replenishment. 

● Signed by India in 2016. 

Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement (BECA) 

● BECA will allow India and US to share geospatial and satellite data with each other. 

Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA)  

● It provides the legal framework for the US to part with its sensitive communication 

equipment and codes to enable transfer of real time operational information.  
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● This equipment is largely used for ground-to-air communication to enable best battle 

situation awareness. 

● It ensures that the militaries of the US and India can boost their “interoperability” as well as  

share operational intelligence in real-time in the years ahead. 

 

89. Consider the statements about Foreigners’ Tribunals 

1) They are quasi-judicial bodies established under the Citizenship Act, 1955. 

2) District magistrates in all States and Union Territories can set up such tribunals to decide 

whether a person staying illegally in India is a foreigner or not. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

Statement 1 is incorrect:  

● Foreigners’ Tribunals are quasi-judicial bodies established as per the Foreigners’ Tribunal 

Order, 1964 and the Foreigners’ Act, 1946.  

● In the Foreigners’ Tribunal Order, 1964 the powers of the Tribunal have been laid down:- 

● The Tribunal shall have the powers of a civil court while trying a suit under the Code of Civil 

Procedure, 1908. 

● The Tribunal can summon and ask for the attendance of any person and examine him/her 

on oath. 

● The Tribunal can ask anyone to produce the required documents, 

● The Tribunal can commission examining any witness, as and when required. 

Statement 2 is correct:  
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● In 2019, the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) amended the Foreigners (Tribunals) Order, 

1964, and has empowered district magistrates in all States and Union Territories to set up 

tribunals to decide whether a person staying illegally in India is a foreigner or not. Earlier, 

the powers to constitute tribunals were vested only with the Centre. 

● Orders of Foreigners’ Tribunals can be appealed in the High Court and the Supreme Court. 

 

90. Consider the following initiatives/programmes 

1.    Sustainable Action for Transforming  

               Human Capital (SATH) 

2.    Aspirational District Programme 

3.    Atal Innovation Mission 

4.    INSPIRE Programme 

5.    POSHAN Abhiyaan 

Which of the given above are related to NITI Aayog? 

(a)    1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

(b)   2, 3 and 4 only 

(c)    1, 2, 3 and 5 only 

(d)   2, 3, 4 and 5 only 

Answer: (c) 

● SATH program was launched by NITI Aayog (2017). The vision of the program is to initiate 

transformation in the education and health sectors. SATH aims to identify and build three 

future ‘role model’ states for health systems which are Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh and 

Odisha. 

https://pib.gov.in/newsite/printrelease.aspx?relid=165545 

● The ‘Transformation of Aspirational Districts’ programme aims to quickly and effectively 

transform these districts. The broad contours of the programme are Convergence (of 

Central & State Schemes), Collaboration (of Central, State level ‘Prabhari’ Officers & District 

https://pib.gov.in/newsite/printrelease.aspx?relid=165545
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Collectors), and Competition among districts driven by a mass Movement. At Government 

of India level, programme is anchored by NITI Aayog. 

https://niti.gov.in/about-aspirational-districts-programme 

● The Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) is a flagship initiative set up by the NITI Aayog to 

promote innovation and entrepreneurship across the length and breadth of the country. 

AlM's objectives are to create and promote an ecosystem of innovation and 

entrepreneurship across the country at school, university, research institutions, MSME and 

industry levels. 

http://vikaspedia.in/education/policies-and-schemes/atal-innovation-missionv 

● POSHAN Abhiyaan or National Nutrition Mission, is Government of India’s flagship 

programme to improve nutritional outcomes for children, pregnant women and lactating 

mothers. The Ministry of Women and Child Development (MWCD) is implementing 

POSHAN Abhiyaan. NITI Aayog has played a critical role in shaping the POSHAN 

Abhiyaan. After launch of the mission, NITI Aayog has been entrusted with the task of closely 

monitoring the POSHAN Abhiyaan and undertaking periodic evaluations. 

https://niti.gov.in/poshan-abhiyaan 

● "Innovation in Science Pursuit for Inspired Research (INSPIRE)" is an innovative programme 

sponsored and managed by the Department of Science & Technology for attraction of talent 

to Science. NITI Aayog is not associated with this programme in any way. 

http://vikaspedia.in/education/policies-and-schemes/scholarships/post-matric-

scholarship/inspire-programme 

 

91. Consider the following statements regarding Operation Greens 

1. The objective is to ensure availability of Tomato Onion Potato (TOP) crops throughout the 

country round the year without price volatility. 

2. NAFED will be the Nodal Agency to implement price stabilization measures. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a)   1 only 

https://niti.gov.in/about-aspirational-districts-programme
http://vikaspedia.in/education/policies-and-schemes/atal-innovation-mission
https://niti.gov.in/poshan-abhiyaan
http://vikaspedia.in/education/policies-and-schemes/scholarships/post-matric-scholarship/inspire-programme
http://vikaspedia.in/education/policies-and-schemes/scholarships/post-matric-scholarship/inspire-programme
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b)   2 only  

c) Both 1 and 2 

d)   Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation:  

Both the statements are correct.  

● Operation Greens seeks to stabilize the supply of Tomato, Onion and Potato (TOP) crops 

and to ensure availability of TOP crops throughout the country round the year without price 

volatility. Hence statement 1 is correct. 

● The Ministry of Food Processing Industries has launched the scheme.  

● National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of India Ltd.(NAFED)will be 

the Nodal Agency to implement price stabilization measures.Hence statement 2 is correct. 

● It was announced to promote farmer producers organisations, agri-logistics, processing 

facilities and professional management.  

● The main aim of this project is to enhance sales realization of farmers growing these crops 

by strengthening production clusters and their FPOs, and linking/connecting them with the 

market. 

 

92. Which of the following are components of Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana 

(PMKSY)? 

1. Accelerated Irrigation Benefit Programme (AIBP) 

2. Har Khet ko Pani 

3. Per Drop More Crop 

4. Rainfed Area Development (RAD) 

5. Watershed Development 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 2, 3, 4 and 5 only 
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(c) 1, 2, 3 and 5 only 

(d) 1, 2, 4 and 5 only 

Answer: (c) 

Rainfed Area Development (RAD) is not a component of PMKSY. It is one of the five major 

programme components of the National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA). 

Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana 

The overarching vision of Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY) is to ensure 

access to some means of protective irrigation to all agricultural farms in the country, to 

produce ‘per drop more crop’, thus bringing much desired rural prosperity. 

Objectives 

The broad objectives of PMKSY include 

● Achieve convergence of investments in irrigation . 

● Enhance the physical access of water on the farm and expand cultivable area under assured 

irrigation (Har Khet ko pani). 

● Integration of water source, distribution and its efficient use, to make best use of water 

through appropriate technologies and practices. 

● Improve on - farm water use efficiency to reduce wastage and increase availability both 

in duration and extent. 

● Enhance the adoption of precision - irrigation and other water saving technologies (More 

crop per drop). 

● Enhance recharge of aquifers and introduce sustainable water conservation practices. 

● Ensure the integrated development of rainfed areas using the watershed approach towards 

soil and water conservation, regeneration of ground water, arresting runoff, providing 

livelihood options and other NRM activities. 

● Promote extension activities relating to water harvesting, water management and crop 

alignment for farmers and grass root level field functionaries. 

● Explore the feasibility of reusing treated municipal waste water for peri - urban agriculture. 

● Attract greater private investments in irrigation. 
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Programme implementation 

● PMKSY has been formulated amalgamating ongoing schemes viz. Accelerated Irrigation 

Benefit Programme (AIBP) of Ministry of Water Resources, River Development & Ganga 

Rejuvenation; Integrated Watershed Management Programme (IWMP) of Department 

of Land Resources; and On Farm Water Management (OFWM) component of National 

Mission on Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA) of Department of Agriculture and Cooperation. 

● PMKSY is to be implemented in an area development approach, adopting decentralized 

state level planning and projectized execution, allowing the states to draw their irrigation 

development plans based on district/blocks plans with a horizon of 5 to 7 years. States can 

take up projects based on the District/State Irrigation Plan. 

● All the States and Union Territories including North Eastern States are covered under 

the programme. 

● The National Steering Committee (NSC) of PMKSY under the chairmanship of Hon’ble 

Prime Minister, will provide policy direction to programme framework and a National 

Executive Committee (NEC) under the chairmanship of Vice Chairman of NITI Aayog will 

oversee the programme implementation at national level. 

● Provision has been made under PMKSY during 2015-16 for carrying out extension activities 

in the field with special focus on water harvesting, water management and crop alignment 

for farmers and grass root level field functionaries. 

Programme Components 

PMKSY has the following programme components: 

A. Accelerated Irrigation Benefit Programme (AIBP) 

To focus on faster completion of ongoing Major and Medium Irrigation including National 

Projects. 

B. PMKSY (Har Khet ko Pani) 

● Creation of new water sources through Minor Irrigation (both surface and ground water) 

● Repair, restoration and renovation of water bodies; strengthening carrying capacity of 

traditional water sources, construction rain water harvesting structures (Jal Sanchay); 
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● Command area development, strengthening and creation of distribution network from 

source to the farm; 

● Ground water development in the areas where it is abundant. 

● Improvement in water management and distribution system for water bodies to take 

advantage of the available source which is not tapped to its fullest capacity (deriving benefits 

from low hanging fruits). At least 10% of the command area to be covered under 

micro/precision irrigation. 

● Diversion of water from source of different location where it is plenty to nearby water scarce 

areas, lift irrigation from water bodies/rivers at lower elevation to supplement 

requirements beyond IWMP and MGNREGS irrespective of irrigation command. 

● Creating and rejuvenating traditional water storage systems like Jal Mandir (Gujarat); 

Khatri, Kuhl (H.P.); Zabo (Nagaland); Eri, Ooranis (T.N.); Dongs (Assam); Katas, Bandhas 

(Odisha and M.P.) etc. at feasible locations. 

C. PMKSY (Per Drop More Crop) 

● Promoting efficient water conveyance and precision water application devices like drips, 

sprinklers, pivots, rain - guns in the farm (Jal Sinchan); 

● Secondary storage structures at tail end of canal system to store water when available in 

abundance (rainy season) or from perennial sources like streams for use during dry periods 

through effective on - farm water management; 

● Water lifting devices like diesel/ electric/ solar pump sets including water carriage pipes, 

underground piping system. 

● Extension activities for promotion of scientific moisture conservation and agronomic 

measures including cropping alignment to maximise use of available water including rainfall 

and minimise irrigation requirement (Jal sarankchan); 

● Information Communication Technology (ICT) interventions through NeGP - A to be made 

use in the field of water use efficiency, precision irrigation technologies, on farm water 

management, crop alignment etc. and also to do intensive monitoring of the Scheme. 

D. PMKSY (Watershed Development) 
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● Effective management of runoff water and improved soil & moisture conservation activities 

such as ridge area treatment, drainage line 5 treatment, rain water harvesting, in - situ 

moisture conservation and other allied activities o n watershed basis. 

● Converging with MGNREGS for creation of water source to full potential in identified 

backward rainfed blocks including renovation of traditional water bodies 

https://vikaspedia.in/agriculture/policies-and-schemes/crops-related/pradhan-mantri-

krishi-sinchai-yojana 

 

93. Which of the following Islands is/are the part of Indian Ocean? 

1. Andaman and Nicobar Islands 

2. Reunion Islands 

3. Chagos Islands 

4. Cocos Island 

5. Kuril Island 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a)    1,2 and 3 only 

b)   1,3 and 5 only 

c)    1, 3, 4 and 5 only 

d)   1, 2 ,3 and 4  

Answer: D 

Explanation:  

All islands mentioned above except Kuril island is located in Indian ocean. 

Kuril island is a part of North pacific Ocean. 

https://vikaspedia.in/agriculture/policies-and-schemes/crops-related/pradhan-mantri-krishi-sinchai-yojana
https://vikaspedia.in/agriculture/policies-and-schemes/crops-related/pradhan-mantri-krishi-sinchai-yojana
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94. Consider the following pairs 

1.Meteoroids        A.   Tiny bodies which move around the sun between the orbits of  

               Mars and Jupiter. 

2.Satellite                            B.   A small piece of rocks moving in the solar system that would  

                 become a meteor if it entered the earth's  atmosphere. 

3.Asteroid              C.   A  small Celestial body orbiting the Sun with a substantial fraction  

                of its composition made of volatile ices. 

4.Comet                               D.  A celestial body that moves around the planets in the same way  

                as the planets move around the sun. 

 1 2 3 4 

a)  B D C A  

b)  D C A D  

c)  B D A C  

d)  A D C B  

https://www.britannica.com/science/small-body
https://www.britannica.com/place/Sun
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Ans : C 

Explanation 

● A Satellite is a celestial body that moves around the planets in the same way as the planets 

move around the sun 

● Apart from the stars, planets and satellites, there are numerous tiny bodies which also 

move around the sun. These bodies are called asteroids.  

⮚ They are found between the orbits of Mars and Jupiter 

● The small pieces of rocks which move around the sun are called meteoroids. Sometimes 

these meteoroids come near the earth and tend to drop upon it. During this process due to 

friction with the air they get heated up and burn  causing a flash of light known as 

Meteor 

● Comet is a small Celestial body orbiting the Sun with a substantial fraction of its 

composition made of volatile ices. 

 

95. Consider the following statements  

1. Government of India has constituted the Jal Shakti Mantralaya by integrating the Ministry of 

Water Resources to ensure Har GharJal to all households by 2025  

2. The Jal shakti Mission will converge with other Central and State Government Schemes to 

achieve its objectives of sustainable water supply management.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

a. 1 only  

b. 2 only  

c. Both 1 and 2  

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer B  

Jal Shakti Mantralaya refers to creation of a new Ministry called ‘Jal Shakti’ after merging 

Ministries of Water Resources, River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation along with 

Drinking Water and Sanitation. 

https://www.britannica.com/science/small-body
https://www.britannica.com/place/Sun
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• Jal Jeevan Mission ensures HarGharJal (piped water supply) to all rural households by 

2024 under the Jal Jeevan Mission. 

• This Mission, under the Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation, will focus on integrated 

demand and supply side management of water at the local level, including creation of local 

infrastructure for source sustainability like rainwater harvesting, groundwater recharge and 

management of household wastewater for reuse in agriculture.  

The Mission will converge with other Central and State Government Schemes to achieve 

its objectives of sustainable water supply management across the country.  

 

96. Which of the following pairs are correctly matched? 

Missile/Missile system              Country  

1. THAAD                          :          USA 

2. S-400                             :          Russia 

3. NAG                               :          Bangladesh 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a. 1 and 3 only  

b. 2 and 3 only 

c. 1 and 2 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer:  C 

Explanation 

Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) 

● It is an anti-ballistic missile defense system developed by the USA.  It is a missile defence 

system that is designed to intercept and destroy short and medium-range ballistic 

missiles in their final flight phase. The THAAD cannot be used as a form of attack against an 

enemy. Its role, by use of a powerful radar, is to simply track and destroy missiles before 

they are launched. 
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https://indianexpress.com/article/what-is/what-is-thaad-everything-you-need-to-know-

about-the-us-anti-missile-system-4630087/  

S-400 Triumf 

The S-400 Triumf is a modern long-range surface-to-air missile (MLR SAM) system 

developed by Russia. First used in 2007, the S-400 is an upgrade of the S-300 series of 

missile systems put in place for the defence of Moscow. It is considered way ahead of the 

American THAAD (Terminal High Altitude Area Defense) system though both are different 

weapon systems. 

The missile system integrates a multifunction radar, autonomous detection and 

targeting systems, anti-aircraft missile systems, launchers, and command and control centre. 

It can provide a layered defence as it is capable of firing three types of missiles. 

● The S-400 Triumf can engage all types of aerial targets such as aircraft, ballistic and cruise 

missiles, unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV) which are within the range of 400km, at an altitude 

of up to 30km 

https://indianexpress.com/article/what-is/what-is-s-400-triumf-missile-system-

5383776/ 

Nag 

● Nag is a third-generation, fire-and-forget, anti-tank guided missile developed by India’s 

state-owned Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO)  

● One of the world’s finest in its class, the all-weather missile with day and night capabilities 

comes in four variants that can be launched from land and air. 

● Nag variants (Range) 

➢ Prospina, the land version meant for infantry, can be launched from a tracking-cum-launch 

vehicle known as NAMICA (Nag Missile Carrier) 

https://indianexpress.com/article/what-is/what-is-thaad-everything-you-need-to-know-about-the-us-anti-missile-system-4630087/
https://indianexpress.com/article/what-is/what-is-thaad-everything-you-need-to-know-about-the-us-anti-missile-system-4630087/
https://indianexpress.com/article/what-is/what-is-s-400-triumf-missile-system-5383776/
https://indianexpress.com/article/what-is/what-is-s-400-triumf-missile-system-5383776/
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➢ HeliNa is a helicopter-launched version of NAG with an extended range. The launch 

system is mounted on HAL "Rudra" helicopter. The launch system is used by both Indian 

Army and Air Force 

➢ Man Portable Anti-tank Guided Missile (MPATGM): This version is lighter  in comparison 

to other variants and can be launched from the shoulder. It has a strike range of 2.5 km. 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/nag-the-anti-tank-missile-that-can-

destroy-targets-miles-away/articleshow/72343339.cms 

Why in the news?  

DRDO executes final user trial of Nag anti-tank missile.  

 

97. The term 'Non-attainment cities' seen in the news, refers to? 

a) Indian cities that don't have a pollution monitoring framework and infrastructure  

b) Smart cities that have not reached their specified goals 

c) Indian cities that have pollution greater than National Ambient Air Quality Standards 

d) City corporations that have not reached the national average of revenue generation 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

● Cities are considered as Non-attainment cities, if they were consistently showing poorer air 

quality than the National Ambient Air Quality Standards.  

● Cities included under the list of Non-attainment cities Delhi, Varanasi, Bhopal, Kolkata, 

Noida, Muzaffarpur, and Mumbai.  

● The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) has formulated a 

National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) for abatement of air pollution in the country.  

● NCAP aspires to strengthen the ongoing government initiatives targeted towards 

prevention, control and mitigation of air pollution.  

● It lays down a comprehensive framework for management of air quality in the country by 

augmentation of existing air quality monitoring network, introduction of rural monitoring 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/nag-the-anti-tank-missile-that-can-destroy-targets-miles-away/articleshow/72343339.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/nag-the-anti-tank-missile-that-can-destroy-targets-miles-away/articleshow/72343339.cms


OFFICERS IAS ACADEMY 

IAS ACADEMY RUN BY FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS 

99 

Plot No: 935,6th Avenue, Anna Nagar, Chennai-40 

Ph: 044-40483555,9677120226,9677174226 

Web: www.officersiasacademy.com 

stations and devising air quality management plans for non-attainment cities based on 

detailed source apportionment (identification of pollution sources) studies for each city. 

 

98. Consider the following statements. 

1. ‘Access, Watch and Reserve’, is an approach that specifies which antibiotics to use for the 

most common and serious infections. 

2. WHO estimates that more than 50% of antibiotics in many countries are used 

inappropriately for treatment of viruses. 

Which of the above statements is\are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation: Both the statements are correct.  

● The World Health Organization (WHO) has launched a global campaign that urges countries 

to adopt its new online tool aimed at guiding policy-makers and health workers to use 

antibiotics safely and more effectively. Its objective is to limit drugs that are at risk of 

resistance. 

● The tool, known as ‘AWaRe’, classifies antibiotics into three groups: 

○ Access   — antibiotics used to treat the most common and serious infections 

○ Watch    — antibiotics available at all times in the healthcare system.  

○ Reserve — antibiotics to be used sparingly or preserved and used only as a last resort 

● Antibiotic resistance is already one of the biggest health risks and is estimated to kill 50 

million by 2050 worldwide, says the British government’s Review on Antimicrobial 

Resistance. 

● The threat continues to escalate globally because more than 50 per cent of antibiotics in 

many countries are used inappropriately such as for treatment of viruses when they only 



OFFICERS IAS ACADEMY 

IAS ACADEMY RUN BY FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS 

100 

Plot No: 935,6th Avenue, Anna Nagar, Chennai-40 

Ph: 044-40483555,9677120226,9677174226 

Web: www.officersiasacademy.com 

treat bacterial infections or use of the wrong (broader spectrum) antibiotic, according to a 

recent report by the International Coordination Group on Antimicrobial Resistance. 

 

99. Consider the following statements about CPI-Industrial workers  

1) It is released by the Ministry of labour and employment. 

2) The base year used to calculate CPI-Industrial Workers  in India is 2011-2012 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

● Labour Bureau, a unit of the labour ministry, has been compiling and releasing CPI-IW 

numbers since its inception in 1946. Hence statement 1 is correct.  

● The CPI-IW is primarily used to regulate the dearness allowance of government employees 

and the workers in the industrial sectors. 

●  It is also used in the determination and revision of minimum wages in scheduled 

employment. 

● The CPI-IW (2016=100) series replaces the CPI-IW (2001=100) series. The government 

recently launched a new series for Consumer Price Index — Industrial Workers (CPI-IW) 

changing the base year to 2016 from 2001. Hence statement 2 is incorrect.  

● The new series is more representative in character and reflects the latest consumption 

pattern of the industrial workers. 

https://www.financialexpress.com/economy/govt-releases-new-series-of-retail-inflation-

for-industrial-workers-with-2016-base-year/2111989/  

 

https://www.financialexpress.com/economy/govt-releases-new-series-of-retail-inflation-for-industrial-workers-with-2016-base-year/2111989/
https://www.financialexpress.com/economy/govt-releases-new-series-of-retail-inflation-for-industrial-workers-with-2016-base-year/2111989/
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100. Consider the following statements regarding the KIRAN (Knowledge 

Involvement in Research Advancement through Nurturing) Scheme 

1. It is an exclusive scheme for women with the mandate to bring gender parity in Science & 

Technology through gender mainstreaming 

2. Consolidation of University Research for Innovation and Excellence in women universities 

(CURIE) is a component of KIRAN scheme 

3. KIRAN Scheme is mandated to support women at University level and it does not cater to 

schools 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 2 and 3 only 

b) 1 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3 

d) 1 and 2 only 

 Ans: C 

Explanation 

• In the year 2014, Department of Science and Technology (DST) restructured the women 

specific programmes under one umbrella called “KIRAN (Knowledge Involvement in 

Research Advancement through Nurturing)” 

• Statement 1 is correct: It is an exclusive scheme for women with the mandate to bring 

gender parity in S&T through gender mainstreaming 

• The programme is aimed at providing opportunities to women scientists who had a break 

in their career primarily due to family responsibilities 

• Through KIRAN, DST is aimed at providing opportunities in research, 

entrepreneurship, science, communication, technology development/demonstration 

and self-employment 

• Statement 2 is correct: In addition, Consolidation of University Research for Innovation 

and Excellence in women universities (CURIE) is another component of KIRAN that has a 

focus to develop state-of-the-art infrastructure to help large number of women to enhance 
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their S&T skills and knowledge in order to make a fulfilling career in this domain besides 

promoting research culture in such institutions 

• Statement 3 is correct: KIRAN Scheme is mandated to support women at University level 

only and it does not cater to schools 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/the-many-bright-spots-on-indias-innovation-

horizon/article32903649.ece  

 

101. Consider the following statements with respect to Essential Commodities Act, 

1955 

1. Under the Act, the government fixes the minimum price of any packaged product that it 

declares an “essential commodity” 

2. The Central government can include new commodities as and when need arises and also 

can remove a commodity from the list 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Ans: B 

Explanation 

● The ECA was enacted in 1955. It has since been used by the Government to regulate the 

production, supply and distribution of a whole host of commodities it declares 

‘essential’ in order to make them available to consumers at fair prices. 

● The list of items under the Act includes drugs, fertilisers, pulses and edible oils, and 

petroleum and petroleum products. 

● The Centre can include new commodities as and when the need arises and takes them 

off the list once the situation improves. 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/the-many-bright-spots-on-indias-innovation-horizon/article32903649.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/the-many-bright-spots-on-indias-innovation-horizon/article32903649.ece
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● Under the Act, the government can also fix the maximum retail price (MRP) (not the 

minimum price) of any packaged product that it declares an “essential commodity” 

● If the Centre finds that a certain commodity is in short supply and its price is spiking, it 

can notify stock-holding limits on it for a specified period 

● Anybody trading or dealing in a commodity , be it wholesalers, retailers or even importers 

are prevented from stockpiling it beyond a certain quantity 

● A State can, however choose not to impose any restrictions. But once it does, traders have 

to immediately sell into the market any stocks held beyond the mandated quantity. 

Why in the news? 

● With onion prices crossing Rs. 100 per kg in several cities, the Centre imposed stock limits 

on wholesalers and retailers until the end of the year to prevent hoarding. 

● This is the first time stock limits have been imposed on any commodity after the Essential 

Commodities Act was amended last month to reduce such interventions. 

About ECA amendment,2020 

● Removes commodities like cereals, pulses, oilseeds, edible oils, onion and potatoes from the 

list of essential commodities. 

● Ensures that interests of consumers are safeguarded by regulating agricultural foodstuff in 

situations such as war, famine, extraordinary price rise and natural calamity. 

● However, the installed capacity of a value chain participant and the export demand of an 

exporter will remain exempted from such regulation so as to ensure that investments in 

agriculture are not discouraged. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/essential-commodities-act-amendments-

explained-6442362/  

https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/centre-slaps-stock-limits-as-onion-prices-

shoot-up/article32933986.ece  

 

102. Which of the following statements is/are correct regarding the Central 

Vigilance Commission? 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/essential-commodities-act-amendments-explained-6442362/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/essential-commodities-act-amendments-explained-6442362/
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/centre-slaps-stock-limits-as-onion-prices-shoot-up/article32933986.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/centre-slaps-stock-limits-as-onion-prices-shoot-up/article32933986.ece
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1) The Central Vigilance Commission is a statutory body constituted under Prevention of 

Corruption Act,1988. 

2) It is an independent body which is only responsible to the Parliament. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

● The Central Vigilance Commission was set up by the Government in February,1964 on the 

recommendations of the Committee on Prevention  of Corruption, headed by Shri K. 

Santhanam, to advise and guide Central Government agencies in the field of vigilance. 

● CVC are conceived to be the apex vigilance institution, free of control from any executive 

authority, monitoring all vigilance activity under the Central Government and advising 

various authorities in Central Government organizations in planning, executing, reviewing 

and reforming their vigilant work. 

● Statement 1 is incorrect: The Commission was given statutory status by the enactment of 

“The Central Vigilance Commission Act, 2003” (not under the Prevention of Corruption 

Act,1988) 

● CVC aims to promote integrity in the governance processes by 

➢ Creation of a credible deterrence against corruption through prompt enforcement of anti-

corruption laws and regulations 

➢ Undertaking effective preventive measures to minimize the scope of corruption 

● It is a multi-member Commission, consists of a Central Vigilance Commissioner 

(Chairperson) and not more than two Vigilance Commissioners (Members) 

● The Central Vigilance Commissioner and the Vigilance Commissioners are appointed by the 

President on the recommendations of a Committee consisting of the Prime Minister 
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(Chairperson), the Minister of Home Affairs (Member) and the Leader of the Opposition in 

the House of the People (Member) 

● The term of office of the Central Vigilance Commissioner and the Vigilance Commissioners 

is four years from the date on which they enter their office or till they attain the age of 65 

years, whichever is earlier 

● Statement 2 is correct: The CVC is not controlled by any Ministry/Department. It is an 

independent body which is only responsible to the Parliament. 

 

103. With reference to the International Labour Organisation Convention No. 182, 

consider the following statements: 

1. It is the first ILO Convention to achieve universal ratification.  

2. It is one of the eight fundamental Conventions of ILO. 

3. India has ratified all the eight core Conventions. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only  

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 3 only  

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

International Labour Organisation (ILO)  

● International Labour Organisation is a U.N. agency that was established in 1919.  

● ILO brings together governments, employers and workers representatives of 187 

member States, to set labour standards, develop policies and devise programmes 

promoting decent work for all women and men 

● The principal means of action in the ILO is setting up the International Labour Standards 

in the form of Conventions and Recommendations 
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➢ Conventions are international treaties and instruments, which create legally binding 

obligations on the countries that ratify them.  

➢ Recommendations are non-binding and set out guidelines orienting national policies and 

actions 

● For the first time in the International Labour Organization (ILO)’s 101-year history, a 

labour standard has been universally ratified, with the Kingdom of Tonga being the last to 

ratify Convention 182. 

● Statement 1 is correct: ILO Convention No. 182 is the first ILO Convention to achieve 

universal ratification. 

● It was also the most rapidly ratified Convention in the history of the ILO, with the majority 

of ratifications occurring within the first 3 years after it was adopted in 1999. 

Eight fundamental conventions of ILO 

● The ILO Governing Body has identified eight “fundamental” Conventions, covering subjects 

that are considered to be fundamental principles and rights at work which are as follows 

1. Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organise Convention, 1948 (No. 87) 

2. Right to Organise and Collective Bargaining Convention, 1949 (No. 98) 3. Forced Labour 

Convention, 1930 (No. 29) (and its 2014 Protocol ) 

4. Abolition of Forced Labour Convention, 1957 (No. 105) 

5. Minimum Age Convention, 1973 (No. 138) 

6. Statement 2 is correct: Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention, 1999 (No. 182) 7. Equal 

Remuneration Convention, 1951 (No. 100) 

8. Discrimination (Employment and Occupation) Convention, 1958 (No. 111) 

India and the ILO 

● Freedom of Association and Protection of Right to Organised Convention (No.87)  

● Right to Organise and Collective Bargaining Convention (No.98) 

Statement 3 is incorrect: These two have not been ratified by India while the other six have 

been ratified by India. 

Why in the news? 
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India assumed the role of chair of the International Labour Organisation’s governing 

body after a gap of 35 years for the period of October 2020 till June 2021. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-becomes-chair-of-ilo-governing-

body/article32932599.ece  

 

104. North Korea which was in the news recently is located between which of the 

following Seas? 

a) Korea Bay and the Sea of Japan 

b) Yellow Sea and the East China Sea 

c) Korea Bay and Yellow Sea 

d) East China Sea and Sea of Japan 

 Answer: A 

Explanation:  

  

 

105. Consider the following statements with respect to Remdesivir and choose the 

most appropriate statement describing it. 

a.       It is a second generation gene editing tool after CRISPR–cas9. 

b.      It is an antiviral drug that is used as a treatment for filovirus infections such as Ebola 

virus disease and Marburg virus. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-becomes-chair-of-ilo-governing-body/article32932599.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-becomes-chair-of-ilo-governing-body/article32932599.ece
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c.       It is a space mission planned by NASA to explore the presence of water vapour in 

asteroid Bennu. 

d.      It is the most advanced humanoid with in-built artificial intelligence (AI) technology 

developed by Microsoft. 

Answer: B 

Explanation: 

1.      Remdesivir is an antiviral drug that is used as a treatment for filovirus infections 

such as Ebola virus disease and Marburg virus. 

2.      Remdesivir was accidentally found to be effective against Nipah virus also in 

primates.Since Nipah currently does not have any cure/treatment, it is a welcome discovery. 

3.      Ebola and Nipah belong to different viral families, but remdesivir — made by Gilea 

Sciences and also known as GS-5734 —appears effective against both. 

4.      In mice or cells cultivated in the laboratory, the drug has also shown some effectiveness 

against two other threats: endemic Lassa fever and Pandemic MERS coronavirus. 

Why in the news? 

● The US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved remdesivir as the first drug to 

treat COVID-19. 

● The drug is designed to obstruct the replication of the virus in the body and has become the 

first drug to get official approval from the FDA for the treatment of the disease 

.https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/remdesivir-coronavirus-covid-19-drug-

food-and-drugs-administration-fda-approval-6853136/  

 

106. Consider the following statements about Polio Disease 

1) A country is said to have eradicated polio when no new case of wild poliovirus is reported 

for three successive years. 

2) Wild Poliovirus type 3 is the second strain of the poliovirus to be eradicated among the 

three strains. 

3) Type 1 wild poliovirus is still in circulation and is restricted to Afghanistan and Pakistan.  

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/remdesivir-coronavirus-covid-19-drug-food-and-drugs-administration-fda-approval-6853136/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/remdesivir-coronavirus-covid-19-drug-food-and-drugs-administration-fda-approval-6853136/
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 2 only 

d) 1,2 and 3 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

All the statements are correct 

What is Polio? 

● Polio, or poliomyelitis, is a disabling and life-threatening disease caused by the poliovirus. 

● The virus spreads from person to person and can infect a person’s spinal cord, causing 

paralysis (can’t move parts of the body). 

Transmission 

● Poliovirus is very contagious and spreads through person-to-person contact. 

● It lives in an infected person’s throat and intestines. 

Poliovirus only infects people. It enters the body through the mouth and spreads through: 

● Contact with the feces of an infected person. 

● Droplets from a sneeze or cough of an infected person (less common) 

Types and Vaccines 

There are three wild types of poliovirus (WPV) – type 1, type 2, and type 3. There are 

two vaccines used to protect against polio disease, oral polio vaccine and inactivated 

poliovirus vaccine. 

● The oral polio vaccine (OPV) is used in many countries to protect against polio disease and 

has been essential to the eradication effort. People who receive OPV may shed the virus and 

can infect others, especially those who are not vaccinated. 

● Inactivated poliovirus vaccine (IPV) protects people against all three types of poliovirus. 

IPV does not contain live virus, so people who receive this vaccine do not shed the virus and 

cannot infect others and the vaccine cannot cause disease. 
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Each region is said to have eradicated polio only when all countries in the area demonstrate 

the absence of wild poliovirus transmission for at least three consecutive years in the 

presence of certification standard surveillance. A country is said to have eradicated polio 

when no new case of wild poliovirus is reported for three successive years 

Wild poliovirus type 3 (WPV3) has been declared as eradicated worldwide in 2019, which 

means, it is the second strain to be eradicated following Wild poliovirus type 2 eradication 

in 2015, 

 And Type 1 wild poliovirus is still in circulation and is restricted to Afghanistan and 

Pakistan.  

Why in the news? 

World Polio Day was observed on October 24,2020.  

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-why-is-world-polio-day-

observed-where-india-stands-6882895/  

 

107. With reference to “convalescent - plasma therapy”, consider the following 

statements 

1. Under this therapy, the blood serum obtained from one who has recovered from an 

infectious disease is administered to a sick person 

2. The convalescent plasma therapy has not been used during past viral epidemics prior to 

COVID-19 outbreak 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer : A 

 

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-why-is-world-polio-day-observed-where-india-stands-6882895/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-why-is-world-polio-day-observed-where-india-stands-6882895/
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Explanation 

·         India has taken a bold step to provide innovative treatment to patients suffering from 

COVID-19 disease - plasma therapy 

·         Technically called “convalescent-plasma therapy”, the treatment aims at using the 

immune power gained by a recovered person to treat a sick person. 

·         Antibodies are one of the front-line immune response to an infection by a microbe. They 

are a particular type of proteins secreted by immune cells called B lymphocytes when 

they encounter an invader, such as a novel coronavirus 

Convalescent-plasma therapy 

·         Blood is drawn from a person who has recovered from COVID-19 sickness. The 

serum is separated and screened for virus-neutralizing antibodies. 

·         Convalescent serum, that is the blood serum obtained from one who has recovered 

from an infectious disease and especially rich in antibodies for that pathogen, is then 

administered to a COVID-19 patient. The sick acquires passive immunisation 

·         We have effective antibiotics against bacterial infection. However, we do not have 

effective antivirals. Whenever a new viral outbreak takes places, there are no drugs to treat 

it. Hence, the convalescent serum has been used during past viral epidemics 

Ø  2009–2010 H1N1 influenza virus pandemic 

Ø  The Ebola outbreak in 2018 

·         After the antibody serum is given, it will stay on the recipient for at least three to 

four days. During this period, the sick person will recover. Various studies have confirmed 

this 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/the-plasma-therapy-debate-6888258/  

 

108. Consider the following statements regarding the Indian Ocean Commission 

(IOC) 

1. It is an international organisation consisting of 22 coastal states bordering the Indian 

Ocean 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/the-plasma-therapy-debate-6888258/
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2. India is a founding member of this organisation 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 Ans: D 

Explanation 

Indian Ocean Commission (IOC) 

·         It is an intergovernmental organization that was created in 1982 at Port Louis, 

Mauritius and institutionalized in 1984 by the Victoria Agreement in Seychelles. The IOC 

is composed of five African Indian Ocean nations: Comoros, Madagascar, Mauritius, 

Reunion and Seychelles.  

Ø  Indian ocean Rim Association (IORA): It is an international organisation consisting of 22 

coastal states bordering the Indian Ocean 

 ·         Notwithstanding their different characteristics (Reunion as a French overseas region; 

Mauritius and Seychelles as Middle-Income Countries whereas Comoros and Madagascar are 

amongst the Least-Developed Countries), the five islands share geographic proximity, 

historical and demographic relationships, natural resources and common development 

issues  

·         Recently, India has been approved as an observer state for a five-nation grouping in 

the Western Indian Ocean, Indian Ocean Commission (IOC), which includes Madagascar, 

Comoros, Seychelles, Mauritius and French Reunion  

·         The IOC is also significant for its geographical location, as the islands sit around a 

“key choke-point” in the Indian Ocean — the Mozambique Channel. 

● Given China’s growing presence in the region, India hopes to increase its naval presence 

and gain support for its maritime projects across the Indo-Pacific, beginning at East African 

shores. 
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109. Which of the following is/are the members of the Organization of the Petroleum 

Exporting Countries (OPEC)? 

1. Nigeria 

2. Saudi Arabia 

3. Russia 

4. China 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 2, 3 and 4 only 

b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 Answer : C 

Explanation 

·         The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) is a permanent, 

intergovernmental organization, created at the Baghdad Conference in 1960, by Iran, 

Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, and Venezuela. 

·         In accordance with its Statute, the mission of the Organization of the Petroleum 

Exporting Countries (OPEC) is to coordinate and unify the petroleum policies of its 

Member Countries and ensure the stabilization of oil markets in order to secure an 

efficient, economic and regular supply of petroleum to consumers, a steady income to 

producers and a fair return on capital for those investing in the petroleum industry 

·         It aims to manage the supply of oil in an effort to set the price of oil in the world 

market, in order to avoid fluctuations that might affect the economies of both producing 

and purchasing countries. 

·         OPEC membership is open to any country that is a substantial exporter of oil and which 

shares the ideals of the organization. 
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·         As of 2019, OPEC has a total of 14 Member Countries viz. Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, United 

Arab Emirates (UAE), Saudi Arabia, Algeria, Libya, Nigeria, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea, 

Republic of Congo, Angola, Ecuador and Venezuela are members of OPEC. 

·         The non-OPEC countries which export crude oil are termed as OPEC plus countries. 

OPEC plus countries include Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Brunei, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Mexico, 

Oman, Russia, South Sudan and Sudan. 

Why in the news? 

The Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) is hoping that lockdowns and 

curfews in some countries in the event of a second or third wave of COVID-19 infections will 

not dent global energy demand. 

https://www.thehindu.com/business/opec-hopeful-fresh-lockdowns-will-not-dent-

energy-demand/article32947264.ece  

 

110. Which of the following is/are advantages of Bharat Stage 6 (BS6) emission 

standards over BS4 emission standards? 

1. Reduced nitrogen oxide emission 

2. Reduced Particulate Matter (PM) levels 

3. Reduced traces of Sulphur in emission 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a)  2 and 3 only 

b)  1 and 3 only 

c)  1, 2, and 3 

d)  1 and 2 only 

 Ans: C 

Explanation 

Bharat Stage Emission Standards (BSES) They are set by the Central Pollution Control 

Board under the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change to keep air pollutants 

emitted by the internal combustion engine of vehicles under control 

https://www.thehindu.com/business/opec-hopeful-fresh-lockdowns-will-not-dent-energy-demand/article32947264.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/opec-hopeful-fresh-lockdowns-will-not-dent-energy-demand/article32947264.ece
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● They are based on European (EURO) emission standards. 

● Bharat Stage (BS) emission norms were first brought into effect in 2000 under the head 

“India 2000”. This was followed by BS2 in 2001 and BS3 in 2005. 

● However, the emission norms were made more stringent only with the enforcement of 

Bharat Stage IV (BS4). 

● Thereafter, the Government of India skipped the implementation of BS5 in 2016 and 

decided to introduce Bharat Stage VI (BS6) in 2020 instead 

Difference between BS6 emission norms and BS4 

The following are the key differences between BS4 and BS6 emission norms: 

·         Diesel Particulate Filter (DPF) and Selective Catalytic Reduction (SCR) are being 

introduced with the roll-out of Bharat Stage VI norms, which were not a part of Bharat 

Stage IV. 

·         Real Driving Emission (RDE) will be introduced in India for the first time with the 

implementation of Bharat Stage VI emission norms. It will measure a vehicle’s emission in 

real-time conditions against laboratory conditions. 

·         Sulphur and Nitrogen Oxide content: Sulphur traces in BS6 fuel is five times lower 

(10 ppm) as compared to sulphur traces in BS4 fuel (50 ppm). Further, nitrogen oxide level 

for BS6-grade diesel engines and petrol engines will be brought down by 70% and 25%, 

respectively. 

·         BS VI can bring Particulate Matter (PM) in diesel cars down by 80 per cent . The 

new norms will bring down nitrogen oxides from diesel cars by 70 per cent and in petrol 

cars by 25 per cent 

 ü  The Society of Indian Automobile Manufacturers has said it has approached the 

Supreme Court seeking directions to ensure that sale and registration of BS-IV complaint is 

allowed till March 31, 2020 
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111. The ‘Vivad se Vishwas’ scheme sometimes seen in news is associated with which 

of the following? 

a) Grievance redressal mechanism for sexual harassment of women at workplace 

b) Restructuring of Non performing assets for public sector banks (PSB) 

c) Dispute resolution mechanism for Direct taxes 

d) None of the above 

 Answer: C 

Explanation 

● Vivad se Vishwas is a dispute resolution scheme for direct taxes. It follows the Sabka 

Vishwas Scheme for settlement of legacy disputes in excise duty and service taxes, 

which was quite successful and closed on January 15, 2020 

● Under the proposed scheme, a taxpayer would be required to pay only the amount of the 

disputed taxes and will get complete waiver of interest and penalty provided he pays by 

31st March, 2020. 

● Those who avail this scheme after 31st March, 2020 will have to pay some additional amount. 

The scheme will remain open till 30th June, 2020. 

● To impart greater efficiency to the assessment process, a new faceless assessment scheme 

has already been introduced. Now, the Finance Minister proposed to amend the Income 

Tax Act so as to enable Faceless appeal on the lines of Faceless assessment.  

Why in the news? 

The Finance Ministry recently extended the date of making payment without additional 

amount under ‘Vivad se Viswas’ scheme by three months to March 31, 2021. 

 

112. Consider the following statements about Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 

Amendment Act, 2019 

1) It empowers both the central and state government to designate an individual a “terrorist” 

if they are found committing an act of terror. 
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2) It requires any investigating officer to take prior permission of the Director General of Police 

of a state for conducting raids. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

● The Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment Act, 2019 is an anti-terror legislation 

that seeks to designate an individual as a “terrorist” 

●  Statement 1 is incorrect: The act empowers the central government (state government 

does not have such powers) to designate an individual a “terrorist” if they are found 

committing, preparing for, promoting, or involved in an act of terror. Earlier, the Central 

Government was having powers only to designate organisation as terrorist organisation. 

● Under the amendment act, the central government will set up the review committee 

consisting of a chairperson (a retired or sitting judge of a High Court) and three other 

members. The review committee will be empowered to order the government to delete 

the name of the individual from the schedule that lists “terrorists”, if it considers the order 

to be flawed. 

● Statement 2 is incorrect: The UAPA law of 1967 requires an investigating officer to take 

prior permission of the Director General of Police of a state for conducting raids, and seizing 

properties that are suspected to be linked to terrorist activities. The amendment act of 

2019 however, removes this requirement if the investigation is conducted by an officer 

of the National Investigation Agency (NIA). The investigating officer, under the Bill, only 

requires sanction from the Director General of NIA. 
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➢ Central agencies such as the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) are required to obtain 

prior permission from the state government since law and order is a state subject under 

the Constitution. 

● The UAPA law of 1967 specifies that only officers of the rank of Deputy Superintendent or 

Assistant Commissioner of Police of the NIA shall have the power to investigate offences 

under the UAPA law. The amendment act seeks to allow NIA officers of Inspector rank to 

carry out investigations. 

 

113. Consider the following statements with respect to Electoral Bonds 

1. Electoral bonds are interest-free bearer bonds that are used to donate money 

anonymously to 

political parties 

2. Buyers can donate the bonds to a party of their choice and these can then be cashed by the 

party 

through its verified account within 15 days. 

3. The State Bank of India (SBI) is the only authorised bank to sell these bonds. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3 

d) 2 and 3 only   

Ans : C 

Explanation 

Electoral Bond 

• An electoral bond is designed to be a bearer instrument like a Promissory Note — in effect, 

it will be similar to a bank note that is payable to the bearer on demand and free of interest.  

• It can be purchased by any citizen of India or a body incorporated in India.  
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• The bonds will be issued in multiples of ₹1,000, ₹10,000, ₹1 lakh, ₹10 lakh and ₹1 crore 

and will be available at specified branches of State Bank of India.  

• They can be bought by the donor with a KYC-compliant account.  

• Donors can donate the bonds to their party of choice which can then be cashed in via the 

party's verified account within 15 days.  

• The donor will remain anonymous. 

• The electoral bonds will not bear the name of the donor.  

• The donor and the party details will be available with the bank, but the political party 

might not be aware of who the donor is.  

• Political parties are allotted a verified account by the Election Commission and all the 

electoral bond transactions are done through this account only. 

• Only political parties registered under Section 29A of the Representation of the 

Peoples Act, 1951 and has secured no less than one per cent votes in the last Lok Sabha 

or State elections are eligible to receive electoral bonds. 

• The bonds will be available for purchase for a period of 10 days each in the beginning of 

every quarter, i.e. in January, April, July and October as specified by the Central Government.  

• An additional period of 30 days shall be specified by the Central Government in the year 

of Lok Sabha elections. 

• Before 2017, the electoral bonds scheme was for donation of over Rs 20,000.  

• In 2017, the government capped the donation limit at Rs 2,000. 

• A donor will get tax deduction and the recipient, or the political party, will get tax 

exemption, provided returns are filed by the political party 

• The information furnished by the buyer shall be treated confidential by the authorised 

bank and shall not be disclosed to any authority for any purposes, except when demanded 

by a competent court or upon registration of criminal case by any law enforcement 

agency. 
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114. Beagle Channel is shared between which of the following countries? 

a) Chile and Argentina 

b) Brazil and Chile    

c) Brazil and Mexico 

d) Mexico and Chile 

 Answer: A 

Explanation:  

●        Puerto Williams in Chile has become the world's southernmost city after its status 

upgraded from hamlet to city.  

●        It is the main settlement, port and naval base on Navarino Island in Chile. 

●        It took over the title from Ushuaia in Argentina which was the world's southernmost city 

till recently. 

●        Puerto Williams faces the Beagle Channel, which is a strait in Tierra del Fuego Archipelago 

(shared by Chile and Argentina) on South America’s extreme southern tip. 

 

115. Consider the following statements about PM Svanidhi  

1) It was launched by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs for providing affordable 

Working Capital loans to street vendors. 

2) Under the Scheme, vendors can avail a working capital loan of up to one lakh without 

collateral. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 
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Explanation: 

●  It was launched by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs for providing affordable 

Working Capital loans to street vendors to resume their livelihoods that have been 

adversely affected due to Covid-19 lockdown. Hence statement 1 is correct.  

● Under the Scheme, vendors can avail a working capital loan of up to Rs. 10,000, (not one 

lakh) which is repayable in monthly instalments in the tenure of one year. The loans would 

be without collateral. Hence statement 2 is incorrect.  

● If the vendor repays the instalments in time or earlier, they will develop his credible credit 

score that makes him eligible for a higher amount of term loan to 20 thousand rupees and so 

on.  

● On timely/ early repayment of the loan, an interest subsidy @ 7% per annum will be 

credited to the bank accounts of beneficiaries through Direct Benefit Transfer on quarterly 

basis.  

● There will be no penalty on early repayment of loan. The scheme promotes digital 

transactions through cash back incentives up to an amount of Rs. 100 per month.  

● The scheme targets to benefit over 50 lakh street vendors. The duration of the scheme is 

till March 2022.  

● SIDBI will implement the PM SVANidhi Scheme. 

● The lending institutions under the Scheme include Scheduled Commercial Banks, Regional 

Rural Banks, Small Finance Banks, Cooperative Banks, NBFCs, Microfinance institutions and 

Self Help Group banks.  

 

116. SWAS, SAFAL and STAR sometimes seen in news are related to which of the 

following? 

a) Green crackers 

b) Interstellar objects 

c) Cryptocurrencies  

d) Credit ratings 
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Answer: A 

Explanation: 

• The National Environmental Engineering Research Institute (NEERI), a part of the 

Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), was asked to facilitate the 

development of green crackers. 

• Traditionally, firecrackers have been made with barium nitrate, antimony and a range of 

metals that, over the years, have been linked to respiratory diseases and even cancer. 

• The Supreme Court had banned the use of barium nitrate, a key pollutant in crackers. 

• Council of Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR)-NEERI scientists have developed Less 

Polluting Firecrackers which are not only environment friendly but also 15-20 % cheaper 

than the conventional ones and achieves 30% reduction in Particulate Matter. 

• These crackers have been named as safe water releaser (SWAS), safe minimal aluminium 

(SAFAL) and safe thermite cracker (STAR) 

• SWAS, SAFAL, STAR are Green Crackers uses Potassium Nitrate in the place of Barium 

Nitrate.  

• Noise level of Green Crackers could drop from 160 decibels to 125 decibels.  

• The ‘green’ versions of the ‘flower pot’, one of the most popular fireworks, has a mixture 

of water and lime that is chemically stored in the cracker.  

• When lit, the effulgence also triggers water and the makers claim that the moisture wets 

the dust-and-smoke particles. 

About CSIR & NEERI 

• The Council of Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR), known for its cutting edge R&D 

knowledgebase in diverse S&T areas, is a contemporary R&D organization. Established in 

1942.  

• On an average CSIR file about 200 Indian patents and 250 foreign patents per year. About 

13.86% of CSIR patents are licensed - a number which is above the global average. 

• President – Prime Minister 

• Vice President – Minister of S&T 
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• NEERI is a pioneer laboratory in the field of environmental science and engineering and part 

of CSIR. 

• Established in 1958 in Nagpur.  

 

117. Consider the following pairs:  

Major protected areas    - Rivers flowing through them 

1. Manas national park                -Teesta 

2. Corbett National Park-            -Ramganga 

3. Kaziranga Chitwan National Park -Brahmaputra River 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

a.       1 Only 

b.      1 and 2 Only 

c.       2 and 3 Only 

d.      All the above. 

Answer – C 

 Explanation: 

Further reading:  

River/s along with their National Parks is listed below:   

1.      Siyom flows through Mouling National Park, Arunachal Pradesh   

2.      Brahamaputra flows through Orang National Park in Assam   

3.      Brahamaputra flows through Kaziranga National Park in Assam   

4.      Manas flows through Manas National Park in Assam   

5.      Tirthan flows through Great Himalayan National Park in H.P   

6.      Simsang flows through Nokrek National Park in Meghalaya   

7.      Ken flows through Panna National Park in M.P   

8.      Ramganga flows through Jim Corbett National Park in Uttarakhand 
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118. Consider the following pairs 

       Port/Airport                 Location 

1. Mattala   SriLanka 

2. Duqm    Myanmar 

3. Gwadar                           Pakistan 

4. Chabahar                               Iran 

5. Sittwe              Oman   

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

A. 1, 2 and 5 only 

B. 3 and 4 only 

C. 1, 2 and 3 only 

D. 1, 3 and 4 only 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

       Port/Airport     Location 

1. Mattala   SriLanka 

2. Duqm    Oman  

3. Gwadar Port               Pakistan 

4. Chabahar Port                           Iran 

5. Sittwe Port    Myanmar   

 

119. Which among the following  are in one way or the other used in Round Tripping 

the black money? 

1. Participatory Notes 

2. Shell Companies 

3. Indian Depository Receipts 

Select the correct answer from the code given below 

a.            1 and 2 only 
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b.            2 and 3 only 

c.            1 and 3 only 

d.            1,2 and 3 

Answer - d 

Explanation: 

Participatory Notes: 

•               P-notes are offshore derivative instruments which is issued by FIIs who is registered 

with SEBI. 

•               Investors who doesn't want to disclose his identity with SEBI will subscribe to P-

notes. 

•               Original Beneficiaries information is not with SEBI 

•               P-notes acts as an avenue for round tripping the black money.  

Shell Company  

•               A non-trading company used as a vehicle for various financial manoeuvres or kept 

dormant for future use in some other capacity. Investors who doesn't want to disclose his 

identity with SEBI will subscribe to P-notes and those investors generally operate through a 

shell company. 

Indian Depository Receipt 

A foreign company can access Indian securities market for raising funds through issue of 

Indian Depository Receipts (IDRs). An IDR is an instrument denominated in Indian Rupees 

in the form of a depository receipt created by a Domestic Depository (custodian of securities 

registered with the Securities and Exchange Board of India) against the underlying equity of 

issuing company to enable foreign companies to raise funds from the Indian securities 

Markets. 

Shell companies can use IDR to roundtrip the black money.  

 

120. Caspian Sea is a border of which of the following countries? 

1.     Kazakhstan 
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2.      Uzbekistan 

3.      Turkmenistan 

4.      Azerbaijan 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a)    1, 3 and 4 only 

(b)   1 and 3 only 

(c)    1 and 4 only 

(d)   1, 2 and 4 only 

Answer: (a) 
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https://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/map/Caspian-Sea-map.htm 

 

121. Consider the following statements about Chief Information Commissioner (CIC) 

1) CIC is appointed by the President on the recommendation of a committee consisting of the 

Prime Minister, the Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha and a Union Cabinet Minister 

nominated by the Prime Minister. 

2) CIC shall hold office for 5 years or until they attain the age of 65 years, whichever is earlier. 

3) The salary, allowances and other service conditions of the Chief Information Commissioner 

were similar to those of the Chief Election Commissioner. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 2 only 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

● The Central Information Commission was established by the Central Government in 2005, 

under the provisions of the Right to Information Act (2005). 

Members:  

● The Commission consists of a Chief Information Commissioner and not more than ten 

Information Commissioners. 

Appointment:  

● They are appointed by the President on the recommendation of a committee consisting of 

the Prime Minister as Chairperson, the Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha and a Union 

Cabinet Minister nominated by the Prime Minister. Hence statement 1 is correct. 

Tenure:  

https://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/map/Caspian-Sea-map.htm
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● The Chief Information Commissioner and an Information Commissioner shall hold office for 

such terms as prescribed by the Central Government or until they attain the age of 65 

years, whichever is earlier. 

Right to Information (Amendment) Act, 2019 

● It provided that the Chief Information Commissioner and an Information Commissioner (of 

Centre as well as States) shall hold office for such terms as prescribed by the Central 

Government. Before this amendment, their term was fixed for 5 years. Hence statement 2 

is incorrect. 

● It provided that the salary, allowances and other service conditions of the Chief 

Information Commissioner and an Information Commissioner (of Centre as well as States) 

shall be such as prescribed by the Central Government.  

● Before this amendment, the salary, allowances and other service conditions of the Chief 

Information Commissioner were similar to those of the Chief Election Commissioner and 

that of an Information Commissioner were similar to those of an Election Commissioner 

(State Election Commissioners in case of States). Hence statement 3 is incorrect. 

● It removed the provisions regarding deductions in salary of the Chief Information 

Commissioner, an Information Commissioner, the State Chief Information Commissioner 

and a State Information Commissioner due to pension or any other retirement benefits 

received by them for their previous government service. 

Why in the news? 

Former diplomat and Central Information Commissioner Yashvardhan Kumar Sinha is 

tipped to be appointed the next Chief Information Commissioner (CIC), two months after the 

position fell vacant. 

 

122. Consider the following statements regarding the Annual Status of Education 

Report (ASER) 2020  

1. It is jointly released by UNICEF and the Ministry of Human Resource Development. 

2. ASER is a school-based rather than a household-based survey 
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : D 

Explanation 

·         Recently, the Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) 2020 has been published by an 

NGO Pratham. (not by UNICEF and the Ministry of Human Resource Development.) Hence 

statement 1 is incorrect. 

·         This is an annual survey that aims to provide reliable estimates of children’s enrolment 

and basic learning levels for each district and state in India 

·         ASER has been conducted every year since 2005 in all rural districts of India. 

·         It is the largest citizen-led survey in India 

·         Unlike most other large-scale learning assessments, ASER is a household-based rather 

than school-based survey. Hence statement 2 is incorrect. 

Ø  This design enables all children to be included those who have never been to school or have 

dropped out as well as those who are in government schools, private schools, religious 

schools or anywhere else 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/editorials/aser-2019-report-education-policy-

india-govt-schools-coronavirus-6909151/  

 

123. Arrange the following  industries in the increasing order of their weightage in 

Index of Eight core industries. 

1) Cement 

2) Electricity 

3) Refinery products 

4) Coal 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/editorials/aser-2019-report-education-policy-india-govt-schools-coronavirus-6909151/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/editorials/aser-2019-report-education-policy-india-govt-schools-coronavirus-6909151/
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5) Fertilizers 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 5-1-4-2-3 

b) 1-5-2-4-3 

c) 3-2-4-1-5 

d) 2-3-4-5-1 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

● The monthly Index of Eight Core Industries (ICI) is a production volume index. 

●  The objective of the ICI is to provide an advance indication on production performance 

of industries of ‘core’ nature before the release of Index of Industrial Production (IIP) 

by the Central Statistics Office.  

●  The Eight Core Industries comprise 40.27 per cent of the weight of items included in the 

Index of Industrial Production (IIP).  

● These industries are likely to impact on general economic activities as well as industrial 

activities. 

● ICI measures collective and individual performance of production in selected eight core 

industries viz. Coal, Crude Oil, Natural Gas, Petroleum Refinery Products, Fertilizers, Steel, 

Cement and Electricity. Components covered in these eight industries for the purpose of 

compilation of index are as follows: 

● Coal – Coal Production excluding Coking coal.(weight: 10.33 per cent) 

● Crude Oil – Total Crude Oil Production.(weight: 8.98 per cent) 

● Natural Gas – Total Natural Gas Production.(weight: 6.88 per cent) 

● Refinery Products – Total Refinery Production (in terms of Crude Throughput). (weight: 

28.04 per cent)  

● Fertilizer – Urea, Ammonium Sulphate (A/S), Calcium Ammonium Nitrate (CAN), 

Ammonium chloride (A/C), Diammonium Phosphate (DAP), Complex Grade Fertilizer and 

Single superphosphate (SSP).  (weight: 2.63 per cent) 
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● Steel – Production of Alloy and Non-Alloy Steel only. (weight: 17.92 per cent)  

● Cement – Production of Large Plants and Mini Plants. (weight: 5.37 per cent)  

● Electricity – Actual Electricity Generation of Thermal, Nuclear, Hydro, imports from 

Bhutan.(weight: 19.85 per cent) 

The Index is compiled and released by Office of the Economic Adviser (OEA), Department 

for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), Ministry of Commerce & 

Industry, Government of India. 

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1668437  

 

124. With reference to the sugarcane cultivation in India, consider the following 

statements : 

1. Fair and Remunerative Price (FRP) is an arrangement for the price to be paid to sugarcane 

farmers by the Sugar Mills, on the advice of Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices 

(CACP). 

2. The government has imposed Minimum Indicative Export Quota (MIEQ) for sugar mills to 

tackle surplus sugarcane production in the country. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is correct: Fair and Remunerative Price (FRP) is an arrangement for the price 

to be paid to sugarcane farmers by the Sugar Mills and is announced each year by the Centre, 

on the advice of Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP) and after consultation 

with State Governments. 

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1668437
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● The estimated sugar production this sugar season (October 2018 to September 2019) is 32.9 

million tonnes as against the domestic consumption of 26 million tonnes. The sugar season 

is expected to end with a high closing stock of nearly 14.5 million tonnes.  

● To mitigate the situation of surplus stock, the Government has taken several steps including 

allocated mill wise Minimum Indicative Export Quota (MIEQ), fixed Remunerative Price of 

ethanol derived from molasses as well as from sugarcane juice, etc. Hence, statement 2 is 

correct.  

What are Minimum Indicative Export Quotas? 

● Under MIEQ, mills are required to export a fixed quantity of sugar within a specified period, 

failing which the mills shall be deemed to be violating the directives of the government. 

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1668400  

 

125. The Strait present between Persian Gulf and Gulf of Oman is 

a) Strait of Gibraltar 

b) Strait of Hormuz 

c) Palk Strait  

d) Malacca Strait 

Answer: b) Strait of Hormuz 

Explanation: 

 

 

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1668400
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126. Consider the following statements with respect to Compensation Cess in GST 

1. It is levied on products considered to be ‘sin’ or luxury goods. 

2. The collected compensation cess flows directly into the Consolidated Fund of India 

Which of the statement given above is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: C 

Explanation 

● Compensation cess was introduced as relief for States for the loss of revenues arising from 

the implementation of GST. 

● States, in lieu of giving up their powers to collect taxes after local levies were subsumed 

under the GST, were guaranteed a 14% tax revenue growth in the first 5 years after GST 

implementation by the Central government. 

● Compensation cess is levied on 5 products considered to be ‘sin’ or luxury goods. 

● The sin or luxury goods list will be notified from time to time. 

● The collected compensation cess flows into the Consolidated Fund of India. 

● Then it is transferred to the Public Account of India, where a GST compensation cess account 

has been created. 

● States are compensated bi-monthly from the accumulated funds in this account.   

Why in the news? 

● Madras High court recently ruled that the Centre was not under mandatory compulsion to 

strictly follow a timeline in compensating the States once in two months for shortfalls in GST 

collections.  

 

 

 



OFFICERS IAS ACADEMY 

IAS ACADEMY RUN BY FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS 

134 

Plot No: 935,6th Avenue, Anna Nagar, Chennai-40 

Ph: 044-40483555,9677120226,9677174226 

Web: www.officersiasacademy.com 

127. Arrange the following seas as one proceeds from west to east? 

1. Aegean sea 

2.Tyrrhenian sea 

3. Adriatic sea 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 1-3-2 

b) 3-1-2 

c) 1-2-3 

d) 2-3-1 

 Ans: D 

Explanation 

 

 

Why in the news? 

A strong earthquake that struck the Aegean Sea has claimed many lives in Turkey and Greece. 
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128. Consider the following statements with reference to the Fifteenth Finance 

Commission Interim Report 

1. The commission has recommended to increase the share of tax revenues that the Centre 

shares with the states 

2. The area under forest cover and income distance were also used by the Commission to 

arrive at the tax-sharing formula 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only       

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Ans: B 

Explanation 

● FC has considered the 2011 population along with forest cover, tax effort, area of the 

state, and “demographic performance” to arrive at the states’ share in the divisible pool of 

taxes. 

● In order to reward population control efforts by states, the Commission developed a 

criterion for demographic effort  which is essentially the ratio of the state’s population in 

1971 to its fertility rate in 2011 — with a weight of 12.5%. 

● The total area of states, area under forest cover, and “income distance” were also used by 

the FC to arrive at the tax-sharing formula. 

Key recommendations 

● The Commission has reduced (not increased) the vertical devolution — the share of tax 

revenues that the Centre shares with the states — from 42% to 41%. 

● The Commission has said that it intends to set up an expert group to initiate a non-lapsable 

fund for defence expenditure 

State- wise distribution 
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● Shares of the southern states, except Tamil Nadu, have fallen  with Karnataka losing the 

most. 

● Shares of states like Maharashtra, Himachal Pradesh and Punjab, along with Tamil Nadu, all 

of which have fertility rates below the replacement level, have increased slightly. 

● Incidentally, Karnataka, the biggest loser in this exercise, also had the highest tax-GSDP 

ratio in 2017-18, as per an RBI report on state finances. 

Criticisms 

● The use of 2011 population figures has resulted in states with larger populations like UP 

and Bihar getting larger shares, while smaller states with lower fertility rates have lost 

out. 

Why in the news? 

Three years after it was constituted, the Fifteenth Finance Commission has finalised its 

report for fund devolution from the Centre to States for the five years from 2021-22 to 

2025-26. 

 

129. Consider the following statements regarding the Khadi and Village Industries 

Commission (KVIC) 

1. It is a statutory body established by an Act of Parliament 

2. It is an apex organization under the Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises with 

regard to khadi and village industries within India 

3. The wider objective of KVIC includes creating self-reliance amongst the poor and building 

up of a  strong rural community spirit. 

Which of the statements given above is/are INCORRECT? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 2 only 

d) None of the above 

Answer: D 
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Explanation 

Statement 1 and 2 are correct :The Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) is a 

statutory body established by an Act of ParliamentIt is an apex organization under the 

Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises with regard to khadi and village 

industries within India 

Statement 3 is correct: 

The broad objectives of KVIC 

● The social objective of providing employment 

● The economic objective of producing saleable articles 

● The wider objective of creating self-reliance amongst the poor and building up of a strong 

rural community spirit 

Functions : 

● The KVIC is charged with the planning, promotion, organisation and implementation of 

programs for the development of Khadi and other village industries in the rural areas in 

coordination with other agencies engaged in rural development wherever necessary. 

● To promote the sale and marketing of khadi and/or products of village industries or 

handicrafts, the KVIC may forge linkages with established marketing agencies wherever 

feasible and necessary. 

● The KVIC is also charged with the responsibility of encouraging and promoting research in 

the production techniques and equipment employed in the Khadi and Village Industries 

sector. 

● The KVIC is entrusted with the task of providing financial assistance to institutions and 

individuals for development and operation of Khadi and village industries and guiding them 

through supply of designs, prototypes and other technical information. 

 

130. The crop is mainly concentrated in eastern India because of the rich alluvial soil of 

Ganga-Brahmaputra delta. India is the largest producer of this crop which is also known as 

the golden fibre. 
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The above description refers to which of the following crops? 

a) Cotton 

b) Oil seeds 

c) Jute 

d) Coffee 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

● Jute is mainly concentrated in eastern India because of the rich alluvial soil of Ganga-

Brahmaputra delta.  

● Temperature: Between 25-35°C 

● Rainfall: Around 150-250 cm 

● India is the largest producer of jute. 

● It is known as the golden fibre. 

● It is used in making gunny bags, mats, ropes, yarn, carpets and other artefacts. 

● Golden Fibre Revolution and Technology Mission on Jute and Mesta are two of the 

government initiatives to boost jute production in India. 

Why in the news? 

● The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra 

Modi has approved that 100% of the foodgrains and 20% of the sugar shall be mandatorily 

packed in diversified jute bags. 

● The Government has expanded the scope of mandatory packaging norms under the Jute 

Packaging Material (JPM) Act, 1987. 


