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MCQ 28.12.2020 TO 31.12.2020 

1. Consider the following statements about Inner Line Permit (ILP) 

1) It is a special permit required by “outsiders” from other regions of the country to enter the 

four northeastern states namely Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur and Mizoram. 

2) It is based on the Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation Act (BEFR), 1873. 

3) It can be issued by both the central government and  state government concerned. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 3 only 

d) 1,2 and 3 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

● Statement 1 is correct: An Inner Line Permit is a document/special permit that allows an 

Indian citizen to visit or stay in a state that is protected under the ILP system. The 

system is in force today in four Northeastern states — Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland and 

Mizoram and Manipur and no Indian citizen can visit any of these states unless he or she 

belongs to that state, nor can he or she overstay beyond the period specified in the ILP 

● Statement 2 is correct: Inner Line Permit (ILP) regulates visit of Indians to States where 

ILP regime is prevalent under Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation, 1873. 

● In terms of Section 2 of the Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulations, 1873, the Inner Line 

Permit system is prevalent in the three North Eastern States, namely, Arunachal 

Pradesh, Mizoram and Nagaland. Citizens of other States require ILP for visiting these three 

States. 

● Statement 3 is incorrect: An ILP is issued by the state government concerned (not by 

the central government). It can be obtained after applying either online or physically. It 

states the dates of travel and also specifies the particular areas in the state which the ILP 

holder can travel to. 
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Background                                                                                                                                                                                 

● Under the Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation Act, 1873, the British framed regulations 

restricting the entry and regulating the stay of outsiders in designated areas. This was 

to protect the Crown’s own commercial interests by preventing “British subjects” 

(Indians) from trading within these regions. 

● In 1950, the Indian government replaced “British subjects” with “Citizen of India”. This 

was to address concerns about protecting the interests of the indigenous people from 

outsiders belonging to other Indian states. 

 

2. Consider the Following Statements  

1) The Constitution entrusts the Centre with a duty to ensure that every State Government is 

run according to the provisions of the Constitution. 

2) In case of failure of such conditions, the Centre can impose President's Rule in the State. 

Which of the Statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 and 2 

Answer- (c) 

Explanation – 

● It shall be the duty of the Union to protect every State against external aggression and 

internal disturbance and to ensure that the Government of every State is carried on in 

accordance with the provisions of this Constitution, according to article 355. 

● It is this responsibility of the Centre which enables it to take over, once the Constitutional 

Machinery breaks down in a State- known as State Emergency or President's Rule. The 

President, by proclamation, can assume all of the functions of the Government of the State 

and declare that the powers of the Legislature of the State to be exercisable under the 

authority of Parliament  
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Both the Statements are correct. 

  

3. Consider the following statements about Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) 

1) It is the third generation launch vehicle of India. 

2) It is the first Indian launch vehicle to be equipped with liquid stages. 

3) Chandrayaan 1 and Mangalyaan were launched using PSLV. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 3 only 

d) 1,2 and 3 

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

All the statements are correct. 

● Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) is the third generation launch vehicle of India.  

● It is the first Indian launch vehicle to be equipped with liquid stages.  

● After its first successful launch in October 1994, PSLV emerged as the reliable and versatile 

workhorse launch vehicle of India with 39 consecutively successful missions by June 2017.  

● Besides, the vehicle successfully launched two spacecraft – Chandrayaan-1 in 2008 and 

Mars Orbiter Spacecraft (Mangalyaan) in 2013 – that later traveled to Moon and Mars 

respectively. 

● The Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle was developed to launch Low Earth Orbit satellites into 

Polar and Sun Synchronous Orbits(These orbits allow a satellite to pass over a section of the 

Earth at the same time of day). 

Note: 

Launchers or Launch Vehicles are used to carry spacecraft to space. India has two 

operational launchers: Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) and Geosynchronous 

Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV). GSLV with indigenous Cryogenic Upper Stage has enabled 
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the launching up to 2 tonne class of communication satellites. The next variant of GSLV is 

GSLV Mk III, with indigenous high thrust cryogenic engine and stage, having the 

capability of launching 4 tonne class of communication satellites. 

 

4. Arrange the following Islands in Indian Ocean as one proceeds from north to south? 

1. Seychelles 

2. Mauritius 

3. Comoros 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 1-3-2 

b) 3-1-2 

c) 2-1-3 

d) 3-2-1  

Answer: A 

Explanation 

  

 ·         India launched Mission Sagar as part of the government’s outreach initiative 

towards five Island nations in the Indian Ocean amidst the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic 

·         Indian Naval Ship Kesari has departed for Maldives, Mauritius, Seychelles, 

Madagascar and Comoros, to provide Food Items, COVID related Medicines and Special 
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Ayurvedic Medicines as part of the Government of India outreach amidst the ongoing COVID-

19 pandemic 

·         The operation is being progressed in close coordination with the Ministries of Defence 

and External Affairs, and other agencies of the Government of India 

·         Mission Sagar is inspired by Prime Minister’s vision of SAGAR (Security and Growth 

for All in the Region) 

● INS Kiltan arrived at Nha Rong port of Vietnam under “Mission Sagar-III”, part of India’s 

humanitarian assistance and disaster relief assistance to friendly foreign countries during 

the pandemic. 

● Mission Sagar-III was launched in line with Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of SAGAR 

or security and growth for all in the region, and “reiterates India’s position as a dependable 

partner and the Indian Navy as the preferred security partner and first responder 

 SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the Region) 

·         Security and Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR) was launched in 2015. It is India’s 

strategic vision for the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) 

·         Through SAGAR, India seeks to deepen economic and security cooperation with its 

maritime neighbours and assist in building their maritime security capabilities 

·         Further, India seeks to safeguard its national interests and ensure Indian Ocean 

region to become inclusive, collaborative and respect international law 

 

5. Consider the following statements with respect to the Western Ghats and the Eastern 

Ghats 

1. While the Western Ghats are continuous, the Eastern Ghats are discontinuous and 

irregular 

2. The height of the Western Ghats progressively increases from south to north 

3. The Anai Mudi and the Mahendragiri are the highest peaks in the Western Ghats and the 

Eastern Ghats respectively. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
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a)  1 and 2 only 

b)  1 only 

c)   1, 2 and 3. 

d)  1 and 3 only. 

Answer : D 

Explanation 

● Statement 1 is correct: The Western Ghats and the Eastern Ghats mark the western and 

the eastern edges of the Deccan Plateau respectively. Western Ghats lie parallel to the 

western coast. They are continuous and can be crossed through passes only. 

⮚ The Eastern Ghats stretch from the Mahanadi Valley to the Nigiris in the south.The Eastern 

Ghats are discontinuous and irregular and dissected by rivers draining into the Bay of 

Bengal 

● Statement 2 is incorrect: The Western Ghats are higher than the Eastern Ghats. Their 

average elevation is 900– 1600 metres as against 600 metres of the Eastern Ghats. The 

height of the Western Ghats progressively increases from north to south 

●  The Western Ghats cause orographic rain by facing the rain bearing moist winds to rise 

along the western slopes of the Ghats.  

● Statement 3 is correct The highest peaks in Western Ghats include the Anai Mudi (2,695 

metres) and the Doda Betta (2,637 metres). Mahendragiri (1,501 metres) is the highest 

peak in the Eastern Ghats.  

Why in the news? 

● Botanists have discovered a new species of wild Sun Rose from the Eastern Ghats in India.  

● The new species, named Portulaca laljii, discovered from Prakasam district of Andhra 

Pradesh has unique features such as a tuberous root, no hair in its leaf axils, a reddish pink 

flower, prolate-shaped fruits, and copper brown seeds without lustre. These morphological 

features distinguish the species from other species of genus Portulaca. 

 

 



OFFICERS IAS ACADEMY 

IAS ACADEMY RUN BY FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS 

7 

Plot No: 935,6th Avenue, Anna Nagar, Chennai-40 

Ph: 044-40483555,9677120226,9677174226 

Web: www.officersiasacademy.com 

6. Consider the following statements regarding the Blue Flag Programme. 

1. The Blue Flag Programme is run by the IUCN in partnership with the United Nations . 

2. The Programme requires a Beach to meet certain criteria such as having clean and hygienic 

bathing water, facilities/amenities, waste disposal facilities, being disabled friendly. 

Which of the above given statements is/ are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer:B 

Explanation:  

Statement 1 is incorrect. 

The Blue Flag Programme for beaches and marinas is run by the international, non-

governmental, non-profit organisation FEE (the Foundation for Environmental Education).It 

started in France in 1985 and has been implemented in Europe since 1987, and in areas 

outside Europe since 2001. 

Statement 2 is correct. 

The ‘Blue Flag’ beach is an ‘eco-tourism model’ and marks out beaches as providing tourists 

and beachgoers clean and hygienic bathing water, facilities/amenities, a safe and healthy 

environment, and sustainable development of the area. 

The certification is accorded with 33 stringent criteria under four major heads for the 

beaches, that are- 

● Environmental Education and Information 

● Bathing Water Quality 

● Environment Management and Conservation 

● Safety and Services 

Why in the news? 
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Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change Shri Prakash Javadekar recently 

virtually hoisted the international blue flags in 8 beaches across the country. India secured 

the International Blue Flag Certification for these beaches on 6th October 2020. 

The beaches selected for the certification are: Kappad (Kerala), Shivrajpur (Gujarat), Ghoghla 

(Diu), Kasarkod and Padubidri (Karnataka), Rushikonda (Andhra Pradesh), Golden (Odisha) 

and Radhanagar (Andaman & Nicobar Islands). 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx?PRID=1684105  

 

7. Consider the following statements about Ek Bharat Shrestha Bharat initiative 

1) The programme aims to actively enhance interaction between people of diverse cultures 

living in different States and UTs in India. 

2) The Ministry of Human Resource Development has been designated Nodal Ministry for 

coordination of the programme 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only  

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

● The ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’ initiative was announced by the Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi on 31st October, 2015 on the occasion of the 140th birth anniversary of Sardar 

Vallabhbhai Patel.  

● The programme aims to actively enhance interaction between people of diverse 

cultures living in different States and UTs in India, with the objective of promoting greater 

mutual understanding amongst them.  

● As per the programme, each year, every State/UT would be paired with another State/UT in 

India for reciprocal interaction between the people.  

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx?PRID=1684105
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● It is envisaged through this exchange, that the knowledge of the language, culture, traditions 

and practices of different states will lead to an enhanced understanding and bonding 

between one another, thereby strengthening the unity and integrity of India. 

● The Ministry of Human Resource Development has been designated Nodal Ministry for 

coordination of the programme 

 

8.  With reference to the Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana, consider the following 

statements. 

1. It is the flagship scheme of the Ministry of Labour and Employment. 

2. It aims to align the competencies of the unregulated workforce of the country to the National 

Skill Qualification Framework. 

3. Under this Scheme, Training and Assessment fees are completely paid by the Government. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is incorrect: Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) is the flagship 

scheme of the Ministry of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship (MSDE). The scheme was 

launched in 2015.  

● The objective of this Skill Certification Scheme is to enable a large number of Indian youth to 

take up industry-relevant skill training that will help them in securing a better livelihood. 

● Individuals with prior learning experience or skills will also be assessed and certified under 

Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL).  

● Statement 3 is correct: Under this Scheme, Training and Assessment fees are completely 

paid by the Government. 
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● Statement 2 is correct: It aims to align the competencies of the unregulated workforce of 

the country to the National Skills Qualification Framework (NSQF).  

 

9. The ‘SANKALP’ scheme recently seen in news in the context of which of the following? 

a) Strengthening Industry-academia collaboration 

b) Skill development 

c) Digital literacy 

d) Boosting Food processing sector 

 Ans: B 

Explanation 

Skills Acquisition and Knowledge Awareness for Livelihood Scheme (SANKALP) 

● SANKALP is an outcome-oriented programme of Ministry of Skill Development & 

Entrepreneurship (MSDE) with a special focus on decentralised planning and quality 

improvement 

● It is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme which is collaborated with the World Bank. 

● It aims to implement the mandate of the National Skill Development Mission (NSDM). 

● The main objectives of the scheme are 

Ø  Convergence: Creating convergence among all skill training activities, both State-led and 

Government of India funded, at the state level. 

Ø  Quality: Improving the quality of skill development programs through building a pool of 

quality trainers, developing model curriculum and content, and standardizing assessment 

and certification 

Ø  Evaluation System: Establishing a robust monitoring and evaluation system for skill 

training programs 

Ø  Inclusiveness & Opportunity: Providing access to skill training opportunities to the 

disadvantaged sections. 
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10.  Which of the following statements is / are correct regarding the National Common 

Mobility Card (NCMC)? 

1. It is an initiative of Ministry of Road Transport and Highways. 

2. It can be used for retail shopping and as a debit card. 

3. It has an inbuilt wallet which can be used for contactless payments. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

●        In order to ensure a seamless travel across metros and other transport systems in 

addition to retail shopping and purchases, the Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs 

(MoHUA) came out with the National Common Mobility Card (NCMC) Program. 

●        The NCMC card has 2 instruments on it – a regular debit card which can be used at an 

ATM, and a local wallet (stored value account), which can be used for contactless payments, 

without the need to go back to the server or additional authentication. 

 

11. With reference to the Recognition of Forest Rights Act (2006), which of the following 

comes under the category of Minor Forest Produce (MFP)? 

1. Canes 

2. Timber 

3. Cocoon 

4. Bamboo 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below                  

a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

b) 1, 3 and 4 only 
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c)  3 and 4 only 

d) 1 and 3 only 

  Ans: B 

Explanation 

·         Minor Forest Produce (MFP) is a subset of forest produce and got a definition only in 

2007 when the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition 

of Forest Rights) Act, 2006, was enacted 

·         Section 2(i) of the said Act defines a Minor Forest Produce (MFP) as all non-timber 

forest produce of plant origin and includes bamboo, brushwood, stumps, canes, Tusser, 

cocoon, honey, waxes, Lac, tendu/kendu leaves, medicinal plants and herbs, roots, tuber 

and the like. 

·         Thus, the definition of “minor forest produce” includes bamboo and cane, thereby 

changing the categorization of bamboo and cane as “trees” under the Indian Forest Act 1927. 

·         The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest 

Rights) Act, 2006, popularly known as the Forests Rights Act (FRA), was enacted in 2007. 

The Act recognizes and vests individual forest-dwellers with forest rights to live in and 

cultivate forest land that was occupied before 13 December 2005 and grants community 

forest rights to manage, protect and regenerate the forest under section 3(1)(i), and to 

own and dispose minor forest products from forests where they had traditional access. 

·         Section 3(1)(c) of the Forest Rights Act 2006 defines forest rights as inclusive of ‘Right 

of ownership, access to collect, use and dispose of minor forest produce which have 

traditionally been collected within or outside village boundaries’ 

·         Individuals, communities and gram sabhas having rights under this particular section 

of the Act will not only have the rights to use but also rights of ownership over MFPs. 

·         This goes beyond the Provisions of the Panchayats (Extension To The Scheduled Areas) 

Act, 1996 (PESA Act) which had authorised states to entrust panchayats and gramasabhas 

as the owners of MFP 
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12. Which among the following statements is/are correct regarding biodegradable 

plastics? 

1) Biodegradable plastics consume less energy during the manufacturing cycle. 

2) Biodegradable plastics emit less carbon during manufacturing when compared to 

traditional plastics. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

● Biodegradable plastics or bioplastics are made from natural plant-based raw materials that 

enable the natural decomposition process.  

● This is achieved when the bacteria and fungi present in the surrounding environment 

naturally metabolizes the plastics.  

● They also help to further break down the structure of a biodegradable plastic.  

● Created to address the plastic waste problem, these plastic types will turn to compost after 

a certain period of time. 

● Below are four reasons why biodegradable plastics benefit the environment and help save 

natural resources. 

1)Saves Non-renewable Sources of Energy 

Biodegradable plastics help conserve petroleum supplies. Traditional plastics come from 

heating and treating oil molecules until they turn into polymers. Bioplastics come from 

natural sources including crops like corn and switch grass. This makes them conserve non-

renewable sources of energy such as petroleum. 

2. Reduces carbon  emission 
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One of the main advantages of using biodegradable plastic is a significant reduction in carbon 

emissions during the manufacturing process. Hence statement 2 is correct. Furthermore, 

since the materials used to create biodegradable plastics are plant-based, minimal carbon is 

emitted during the composting process. 

3. Consumes Less Energy 

The manufacturing process of biodegradable plastics requires fewer amounts of energy. 

Also, they do not need fossil fuels to be recycled. Since the energy requirement is less, the 

pollution and environmental impact are significantly reduced. Hence statement 1 is 

correct. 

4. Provides an Eco-Friendly Solution 

Biodegradable plastics require composting or recycling to ensure proper breakdown of the 

plastic pieces. The requirement to properly dispose of biodegradable plastic products 

automatically reduces the amount of waste. This waste would otherwise be sent to landfills 

in order to discard them. Moreover, the land areas can be used for agriculture, residence or 

industrial applications instead of converting them to landfills. 

 

13. Consider the following statements: 

1. UNEP is an intergovernmental Organization of the United Nations that works on 

environmental activities in developing countries. 

2.It is the only UN programme headquartered in the developing world. 

3.Global Environmental Outlook is published by UNEP. 

Which of the following statements is /are correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 1 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: A 

Explanation 
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● Statement 1 is correct: The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is the leading 

global environmental authority that sets the global environmental agenda, promotes the 

coherent implementation of the environmental dimension of sustainable development 

within the United Nations system and serves as an authoritative advocate for the global 

environment. 

➢ UNEP's global and cross-sectoral outlook is reflected in its organizational structure, its 

activities and its personnel. Being based in Africa gives UNEP a clear advantage in 

understanding the environmental issues facing the world's developing countries.  

● Statement 2 is incorrect:  UNEP's global base is in Nairobi, Kenya. It is one of only two 

UN programmes headquartered in the developing world (the other is UNEP's sister 

agency UN-HABITAT, which is also located in Nairobi). UNEP work encompasses 

➢ Assessing global, regional and national environmental conditions and trends 

➢ Strengthening institutions for the wise management of the environment 

➢ Facilitating the transfer of knowledge and technology for sustainable development 

● Statement 3 is correct: The Global Environment Outlook (GEO) is often referred to as UN 

Environment’s flagship environmental assessment.  The first publication was in 1997 and 

was originally requested by Member States. 

➢ The Global Environment Outlook (GEO) is a consultative and participatory process to 

prepare an independent assessment of the state of the environment, the effectiveness of 

the policy response to address these environmental challenges and the possible pathways 

to achieve various internationally agreed environmental goals.  

 

14. Consider the following statements with respect to Electoral Bonds 

1. Electoral bonds are interest-free bearer bonds that are used to donate money 

anonymously to 

political parties 

2. It can be purchased by any citizen of India or a body incorporated in India.  
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3. Only political parties registered under Section 29A of the Representation of the Peoples 

Act, 1951 and have secured no less than one per cent votes in the last Lok Sabha or State 

elections are eligible to receive electoral bonds. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3 

d) 2 and 3 only   

Answer : C 

Explanation 

Electoral Bond 

• An electoral bond is designed to be a bearer instrument like a Promissory Note — in effect, 

it will be similar to a bank note that is payable to the bearer on demand and free of interest.  

• It can be purchased by any citizen of India or a body incorporated in India.  

• The bonds will be issued in multiples of ₹1,000, ₹10,000, ₹1 lakh, ₹10 lakh and ₹1 crore 

and will be available at specified branches of State Bank of India.  

• They can be bought by the donor with a KYC-compliant account.  

• Donors can donate the bonds to their party of choice which can then be cashed in via the 

party's verified account within 15 days.  

• The donor will remain anonymous. 

• The electoral bonds will not bear the name of the donor.  

• The donor and the party details will be available with the bank, but the political party 

might not be aware of who the donor is.  

• Political parties are allotted a verified account by the Election Commission and all the 

electoral bond transactions are done through this account only. 

• Only political parties registered under Section 29A of the Representation of the 

Peoples Act, 1951 and has secured no less than one per cent votes in the last Lok Sabha 

or State elections are eligible to receive electoral bonds. 
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• The bonds will be available for purchase for a period of 10 days each in the beginning of 

every quarter, i.e. in January, April, July and October as specified by the Central Government.  

• An additional period of 30 days shall be specified by the Central Government in the year 

of Lok Sabha elections. 

• Before 2017, the electoral bonds scheme was for donation of over Rs 20,000.  

• In 2017, the government capped the donation limit at Rs 2,000. 

• A donor will get tax deduction and the recipient, or the political party, will get tax 

exemption, provided returns are filed by the political party 

• The information furnished by the buyer shall be treated confidential by the authorised 

bank and shall not be disclosed to any authority for any purposes, except when demanded 

by a competent court or upon registration of criminal case by any law enforcement 

agency. 

 

15. Consider the following statements about Agenda 21 

1) Agenda 21 aims for achieving Global Sustainable Development. 

2)It is an outcome of Rio Earth Summit. 

3)It is legally binding on all its parties. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 3 only 

c) 2 and 3 only  

d) 1,2 and 3  

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

● Agenda 21 is a comprehensive plan of action to be taken globally, nationally and locally 

by organizations of the United Nations System, Governments, and Major Groups in 

every area in which human impacts on the environment which aims to achieve Global 

Sustainable development. Hence statement 1 is correct. 
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● Agenda 21, the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, and the Statement of 

principles for the Sustainable Management of Forests were adopted by more than 178 

Governments at the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development 

(UNCED) held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 3 to 14 June 1992. Hence statement 2 is correct. 

● Agenda 21 is a non-binding action plan of the United Nations with regard to sustainable 

development. Hence statement 3 is Incorrect. 

 

16. Consider the following pairs with respect to rivers and the places where they originate 

       Rivers                Source of origin 

1. The Krishna  - Mahabaleshwar 

2. The Narmada - Chota Nagpur Plateau 

3. The Kaveri  - Brahmagiri range  

4. The Mahanadi - Amarkantak hills 

Which of the above pairs is/are INCORRECTLY matched? 

a) 4 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 2 and 4 only  

d) 2 and 3 only 

Ans : C 

Explanation 

● The Krishna river:  Rising from a spring near Mahabaleshwar, the Krishna flows for about 

1400 km and reaches the Bay of Bengal. The Tungabhadra, the Koyana, the Ghatprabha, 

the Musi and the Bhima are some of its tributaries. 

● The Narmada river: The Narmada rises in the Amarkantak hills (not in Chota Nagpur 

plateau) in Madhya Pradesh. It flows towards the west in a rift valley formed due to faulting. 

On its way to the sea, the Narmada creates many picturesque locations. The ‘Marble rocks’, 

near Jabalpur, where the Narmada flows through a deep gorge, and the Dhuandhar falls, 

where the river plunges over steep rocks, are some of the notable ones 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chota_Nagpur_Plateau
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chota_Nagpur_Plateau
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● The Mahanadi river: The Mahanadi rises near Sihawa in Raipur district of Chhattisgarh 

and runs through Odisha to discharge its water into the Bay of Bengal. It is 851 km long and 

its catchment area spreads over 1.42 lakh sq. km. 

● The Kaveri river: It rises in the Brahmagiri range of the Western Ghats and it reaches the 

Bay of Bengal in the south of Cuddalore in Tamil Nadu. The total length of the river is about 

760 km. Its main tributaries are Amravati, Bhavani, Hemavati and Kabini. 

Why in the news? 

● The Water Resources Department is building storage in other city reservoirs as the 

waterbody in Poondi continues to get inflow from its catchment areas and from Krishna 

water released by Andhra Pradesh. 

 

17. Which among these are included in the “Current account” transactions of India with 

the world? 

1. Trade balance for goods 

2. Flow of remittances 

3. Loans given by foreign governments 

Select the correct answer using the code below. 

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 1 and 3 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

● Current account of the Balance of payment (BoP) includes merchandise (exports and 

imports) and invisibles.  

● Invisible transactions are further classified into three categories, namely (a) Services-travel, 

transportation, insurance, Government not included elsewhere (GNIE) and miscellaneous 

(such as, communication, construction, financial, software, news agency, royalties, 
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management and business services); (b) Income; and (c) Transfers (grants, gifts, 

remittances, ets.) which do not have any quid pro quo. 

● Loans given by foreign governments are part of Capital account of the BoP. 

Why in the news? 

India's current account surplus moderated to $15.5 billion (2.4% of GDP) in the second 

quarter compared with a $19.2-billion surplus (3.8% of GDP) in the April-June quarter. 

https://www.thehindu.com/business/current-account-surplus-moderates-to-155-bn-in-

q2/article33456996.ece  

 

18. Consider the following statements about Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, 1958 

(AFSPA) 

1) AFSPA gives armed forces the power to maintain public order in “disturbed areas”. 

2) The Central government only can declare the whole or part of the State or Union Territory 

as a disturbed area. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

About Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, 1958 (AFSPA) 

● The Act came into force in the context of increasing violence in the North-eastern States 

decades ago, which the State governments found difficult to control. 

● AFSPA gives armed forces the power to maintain public order in “disturbed areas”. 

They have the authority to prohibit a gathering of five or more persons in an area, can use 

force or even open fire after giving due warning if they feel a person is in contravention of 

the law. 

https://www.thehindu.com/business/current-account-surplus-moderates-to-155-bn-in-q2/article33456996.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/current-account-surplus-moderates-to-155-bn-in-q2/article33456996.ece
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● If reasonable suspicion exists, the army can also arrest a person without a warrant; enter 

or search premises without a warrant; and ban the possession of firearms. 

Disturbed Areas 

● A disturbed area is the one which is declared by notification under Section 3 of the AFSPA. 

It can be invoked in places where the use of armed forces in aid of civil power is necessary. 

● An area can be considered to be disturbed due to differences or disputes between members 

of different religious, racial, language or regional groups or castes or communities. 

● The Central Government or the Governor of the State or administrator of the Union 

Territory can declare the whole or part of the State or Union Territory as a disturbed area. 

● Once declared ‘disturbed’, the region is maintained as disturbed for a period of three 

months straight, according to The Disturbed Areas (Special Courts) Act, 1976. The 

government of the state can suggest whether the Act is required in the state or not. 

Why in the news? 

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has declared the entire State of Nagaland as a 

“disturbed area” for six more months, under the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, 1958 

(AFSPA).  

http://newsonair.com/News?title=Centre-declares-Nagaland-%e2%80%98disturbed-

area%e2%80%99-for-six-more-months&id=407008  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/what-is-afspa-and-where-is-it-in-

force/article23648102.ece  

 

19. Consider the following statements regarding the Enforcement Directorate 

1. It is mandated with the task of enforcing the provisions of Prevention of Money 

Laundering Act,2002 (PMLA). 

2. The administrative control of the Directorate is under the Ministry of Finance. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

http://newsonair.com/News?title=Centre-declares-Nagaland-%e2%80%98disturbed-area%e2%80%99-for-six-more-months&id=407008
http://newsonair.com/News?title=Centre-declares-Nagaland-%e2%80%98disturbed-area%e2%80%99-for-six-more-months&id=407008
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/what-is-afspa-and-where-is-it-in-force/article23648102.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/what-is-afspa-and-where-is-it-in-force/article23648102.ece
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c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 Ans: C 

Explanation 

·         It is a Multi Disciplinary Organization mandated with the task of enforcing the 

provisions of two special fiscal laws – Foreign Exchange Management Act, 1999 

(FEMA) and Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002 (PMLA) 

·         The origin of this Directorate goes back to 1st May, 1956, when an ‘Enforcement Unit’ 

was formed, in Department of Economic Affairs, for handling Exchange Control Laws 

violations under Foreign Exchange Regulation Act, 1947 

·         The administrative control of the Directorate was transferred from Department of 

Economic Affairs to Department of Revenue, Ministry of Finance in 1960. 

Functions 

● Processing cases of fugitives from India under Fugitive Economic Offenders Act, 2018. 

● Sponsor cases of preventive detention under Conservation of Foreign Exchange and 

Prevention of Smuggling Activities Act, 1974(COFEPOSA) in regard to contraventions of 

FEMA 

The Directorate enforces two laws 

● FEMA, a Civil Law having quasi judicial powers, for investigating suspected 

contraventions of the Exchange Control Laws and Regulations with the powers to impose 

penalties on those adjudged guilty 

● PMLA, a Criminal Law whereby the Officers are empowered to conduct enquiries to 

locate, provisionally attach/confiscate assets derived from acts of Schedules Offences 

besides arresting and prosecuting the Money Launderers. 

 

20. Which of the following are not included in National Action Plan on Climate change 

(NAPCC)? 

a. National Water Mission 



OFFICERS IAS ACADEMY 

IAS ACADEMY RUN BY FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS 

23 

Plot No: 935,6th Avenue, Anna Nagar, Chennai-40 

Ph: 044-40483555,9677120226,9677174226 

Web: www.officersiasacademy.com 

b. National Mission for Enhanced Energy Efficiency 

c. National Mission for a Green India 

d. National Soil Mission 

Answer (d) 

Explanation: 

The National Action Plan on Climate change identifies measures that promote development 

objectives while also yielding co-benefits for addressing climate change effectively.  

The Prime Minister’s Council on Climate Change is in charge of the overall implementation 

of the plan. There are eight “National Missions” which form the core of the National action 

plan. They focus on promoting understanding of climate change, adaptation and mitigation, 

energy efficiency and natural resource conservation.” 

The eight missions are: 

● National Solar Mission 

● National Mission for Enhanced Energy Efficiency 

● National Mission on Sustainable Habitat 

● National Water Mission 

● National Mission for Sustaining the Himalayan Ecosystem 

● National Mission for a Green India 

● National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture 

● National Mission on Strategic Knowledge for Climate Change 

The NAPCC also describes other ongoing initiatives, including: 

● Power Generation: The government is mandating the retirement of inefficient coal-fired 

power plants and supporting the research and development of IGCC and supercritical 

technologies. 

● Renewable Energy: Under the Electricity Act 2003 and the National Tariff Policy 2006, the 

central and the state electricity regulatory commissions must purchase a certain percentage 

of grid-based power from renewable sources. 
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● Energy Efficiency: Under the Energy Conservation Act 2001, large energy consuming 

industries are required to undertake energy audits and an energy labeling program for 

appliances has been introduced. 


