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MCQ 21.12.2020 TO 26.12.2020 

1. Identify the correctly matched pairs of Martial art forms in India with their states: 

2. Thang-ta               -             Meghalaya. 

3. Kalaripayattu    -               Kerala. 

4. Thoda                  -              Himachal Pradesh. 

5. Gatka.                   -               Punjab 

Select the correct answer from the below codes: 

a. 1 and 3 only 

b. 2,3 and 4 only 

c. 1 and 2 only 

d. 1,2,3 and 4. 

Answer: B 

Explanation: 

Kalaripayattu – Kerala Kalarippayattu is a famous Indian martial art from land 

of attraction Kerala and one of the oldest fighting systems in existence. It is practiced in most 

of the part of south India. 

Thang Ta – Manipur 

Thang Ta is popular term for the ancient Manipuri Martial Art also known as HUYEN 

LALLONG. Manipuri martial arts with swords and spears, is a strong yet gracefully 

sophisticated art. 

Huyen Langlon martial art from Manipur consists of two main components, armed combat 

and unarmed fighting. Sword and spear are the two primary weapons of huyen langlon. 

Thoda martial art also known as the dance of archery from Himachal Pradesh. Thoda is 

known as a form of a martial art form that is commonly seen in Himachal Pradesh, especially 

in the valleys of Kullu and Manali. This sport needs excellence in archery, where the main 

weapons are bows and arrows. This game has two groups and the main target is the 

opponent’s legs below knees.  

Why in the news?  
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● The Sports Ministry has approved the inclusion of four indigenous Games to be a part of 

Khelo India Youth Games 2021, scheduled to take place in Haryana. The games include Gatka, 

Kalaripayattu, Thang-Ta and Mallakhamba. 

● Mallakhamba has been well-known across India and Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra 

have been the hotspots of this sport. Gatka originates from Punjab and this traditional 

fighting style of the Nihang Sikh Warriors is used both as self-defense as well as a sport. 

http://newsonair.com/News?title=Govt-approves-inclusion-of-four-indigenous-sports-in-

Khelo-India-Youth-Games-2021&id=406417  

 

2. India is reported to have a “double burden of malnutrition” which means 

(a) Existence of malnourishment among mother and children in a family 

(b) Co-existence of wasting and stunting among children 

(c) Prevalence of under-nutrition and overnutrition among population 

(d) Deficiency of both macronutrients and micronutrients 

Answer: (c) 

● The double burden of malnutrition is characterised by the coexistence of undernutrition 

along with overweight and obesity (overnutrition), or diet-related noncommunicable 

diseases, within individuals, households and populations, and across the lifecourse. 

● While the Global Hunger Index (GHI) ranked India at 102 among 117 countries in 2019, 

in view of the prevalent undernutrition situation, overnutrition is emerging as a silent 

epidemic in many parts of the country. 

● The WHO groups India—with over 10 percent of under-five children overweight—with 

Thailand and Indonesia in the region, both of which have much higher per capita incomes.  

● The proportion of overweight children is less than three percent in countries like 

Bangladesh, Myanmar, Nepal and Sri Lanka. 

● In the wake of urbanisation, globalisation and economic growth, there has been a major shift 

in the nutrition profile of the population which is characterised by high rates of 

undernutrition alongside high and increasing rates of overweight and obesity. 

http://newsonair.com/News?title=Govt-approves-inclusion-of-four-indigenous-sports-in-Khelo-India-Youth-Games-2021&id=406417
http://newsonair.com/News?title=Govt-approves-inclusion-of-four-indigenous-sports-in-Khelo-India-Youth-Games-2021&id=406417
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● Simultaneously, the proportion of diet-related non-communicable diseases (NCDs) is 

increasing as a major cause of death even as communicable, maternal, neonatal and 

nutritional causes are coming down. 

 

3.  It is a Wildlife Sanctuary located in the state of kerala. It is now an integral part of the 

Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve. It is part of the Deccan Plateau and the vegetation is 

predominantly of the south Indian moist deciduous teak forests. Also, the sanctuary 

has pastures of the west-coast semi-evergreen trees. The wildlife sanctuary comes 

under Project Elephant. It holds the largest tiger population in the State. 

The above description refers to which of the following Wildlife Sanctuary ? 

a) Mudumalai  

b) Bandipur      

c) Nagarhole 

d) Wayanad 

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

● Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary is an animal sanctuary in Wayanad, Kerala. It has an extent of 

344.44 km2 with four ranges namely Sulthan Bathery, Muthanga, Kurichiat and 

Tholpetty 

● Established in 1973, the sanctuary is now an integral part of the Nilgiri Biosphere 

Reserve. It is bounded by the protected area network of Nagarhole and Bandipur of 

Karnataka in the northeast, and on the southeast by Mudumalai of Tamil Nadu. 

● It is part of the Deccan Plateau and the vegetation is predominantly of the south Indian 

moist deciduous teak forests. Also, the sanctuary has pastures of the west-coast semi-

evergreen trees. The wildlife sanctuary comes under Protect Elephant and one can spot a 

herd of elephants roaming in the area. 

● Wayanad district has the largest population of Adivasi in Kerala. Scheduled tribes here 

include Paniyas, Kurumas, Adiyans, Kurichiyas, Ooralis and Kattunaikkans. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nilgiri_Biosphere_Reserve
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deccan_Plateau
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mudumalai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bandipur_National_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nilgiri_Biosphere_Reserve
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nilgiri_Biosphere_Reserve
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nagarhole
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bandipur_National_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karnataka
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mudumalai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tamil_Nadu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deccan_Plateau
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adivasi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paniya_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kuruba
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adiyan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kurichiya
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● A monitoring programme of the Forest Department for 2017-18 has found that the Wayanad 

Wildlife Sanctuary (WWS), holds the largest tiger population in the State. 

 

4. Consider the following pairs: 

1. Alipore conspiracy -  PrafullaChaki   and Khudiram Bose 

2. Delhi conspiracy   - Sachin Sanyal and Rash Behari Ghosh 

3. Nasik Conspiracy - V.D. Savarkar 

4. Kakori conspiracy  - Ram prasad Bismil  

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched? 

(a)  1,2 and 3 

(b)  2,3 and 4 

(c)  2 and 4 only 

(d)  All of the above 

Answer: (d) 

Explanation: In 1908 a revolutionary conspiracy called Alipore conspiracy was intrigued to 

kill the Chief Presidency Magistrate D.H. Kingford of Muzaffarpur. The task was entrusted to 

Khudiram Bose and PrafullaChaki. They threw the bombs on a vehicle coming out of the 

magistrate‘s home on April 30, 1908. 

Delhi-Lahore Conspiracy was organised by the Indian revolutionary underground in 

Bengal and Punjab and headed by Rashbehari Bose to assassinate the then Viceroy of India, 

Lord Hardinge.  Basant Kumar Biswas, Amir Chand and AvadhBehari were convicted and 

executed in the trial of this Delhi Conspiracy Case. 

On December 21, 1909, AnantLaxmanKanhere (one of the member of Abhinav Bharat 

Society) shot the Collector of Nashik , A M T Jackson in the theatre at Nasik. This sensational 

murder is known as Nasik Conspiracy Case. The members of the Abhinav Bharat Society 

viz. V.D. Savarkar, Ganesh Savarkar, etc. were convicted and punished. 

Kakori train robbery or Kakori Case was a train robbery against the British Indian 

Government.It was organised by revolutionary organisation i.e., Hindustan Republican 
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Association (HRA) under the leadership of Ram Prasad Bismil and supported by 

Ashfaqulla Khan, RajendraLahiri, Chandrashekhar Azad. 

Why in the news? 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-who-was-khudiram-bose-

7111682/  

 

5. Consider the following statements about exoplanets 

1. Planets that orbit around another planet are called exoplanets.  

2. No exoplanet has been found so far by any scientists 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

● Statement 1 is incorrect: All of the planets in our solar system orbit around the Sun. 

Planets that orbit around other stars (not Planets that orbit around another planet) are 

called exoplanets. Exoplanets are planets beyond our own solar system. 

● Statement 2 is incorrect: Thousands of exoplanets have been discovered in the past 

two decades, mostly with NASA's Kepler Space Telescope. These worlds come in a huge 

variety of sizes and orbits. Some are gigantic planets hugging close to their parent stars.  

● NASA and other agencies are looking for a special kind of planet, one that has the same size 

as that of Earth, orbiting a sun-like star in the habitable zone 

➢ Habitable zone: The habitable zone is the range of distances from a star where a planet's 

temperature allows liquid water oceans, critical for life on Earth.  

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-who-was-khudiram-bose-7111682/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-who-was-khudiram-bose-7111682/
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➢ The earliest definition of the zone was based on simple thermal equilibrium, but current 

calculations of the habitable zone include many other factors, including the greenhouse 

effect of a planet's atmosphere 

● The first confirmed discovery of a world orbiting a sun-like star, in 1995, was 51 Pegasi b, 

a Jupiter-mass planet 20 times closer to its sun than that of earth’s closeness to its Sun. 

● Astronomers announced in August 2016 that they might have found a habitable planet 

orbiting Proxima Centauri. The newfound world, known as Proxima b, is about 1.3 times 

more massive than Earth.  

➢ The planet is also in the star's habitable zone, just 4.7 million miles (7.5 million 

kilometers) from its host star. It completes one orbit every 11.2 Earth-days.  

Why in the news? 

An international team of scientists has collected the first possible radio signal from a planet 

beyond our solar system, emanating from an exoplanet system about 51 light-years away.  

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/first-potential-radio-signal-from-

exoplanet/article33373218.ece  

 

6. In the context of the Consumer Protection Act 2019, consider the following statements 

1) The new act provides flexibility to the consumers to file complaints from anywhere in the 

country. 

2) The central consumer protection authority created under the act can impose penalty on 

manufacturers as well as endorsers for false or misleading advertisement. 

3) The act does not include a person as a consumer who obtains a good for resale or for 

commercial purposes. 

Which of the statements is/are  not correct? 

A)1 only 

B)1 and 2 only 

C)3 only 

D)None of the above 

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/first-potential-radio-signal-from-exoplanet/article33373218.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/first-potential-radio-signal-from-exoplanet/article33373218.ece
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Answer: Option D 

● The Parliament passed the Consumer Protection Act, 2019 which replaces the Consumer 

Protection Act, 1986. 

● The act defines consumer as a person who buys any goods or avails a service for a 

consideration.   

● Statement 3 is correct: It does not include a person who obtains a good for resale or a good 

or service for commercial purposes.  

● Statement 2 is correct: The central government will set up a Central Consumer Protection 

Authority (CCPA) to promote, protect and enforce the rights of consumers. It will regulate 

matters related to violation of consumer rights, unfair trade practices, and misleading 

advertisements. Advertisers promoting misleading advertisements can be penalised with 

penalty up to Rupees 10 lakhs and imprisonment for a term which may extend up to 2 years. 

● Consumer Disputes Redressal Commissions (CDRCs) will be set up at the district, state, 

and national levels. The Act also enables regulations to be notified on E-commerce and direct 

selling with focus on protection of interest of consumers. 

● Statement 1 is correct: The Act allows consumers to file their complaint with the court from 

anywhere. This comes as a big relief as earlier they were required to file a complaint in the 

area where the seller or service provider was located. 

Why in the news? 

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1682347  

 

7. He was one of the most eminent freedom fighters of India. He advocated complete 

Swaraj and was in favour of the use of force to gain it. He started a newspaper named 

swaraj in 1921.He formed the All India Forward Bloc in 1939 as a faction within the 

Congress. His famous quote is, “Give me blood, and I shall give you freedom!”.  

The above description refers to which of the following leaders? 

a) Mahatma Gandhi 

b) Jawaharlal Nehru 

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1682347
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c) Subash Chandra Bose 

d) Rash Behari Bose 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

● Subhas Chandra Bose was one of the most eminent freedom fighters of India. 

● Bose joined the Indian National Congress (Formed on December 28, 1885) in 1921. He also 

started a newspaper called ‘Swaraj’. 

● Bose authored the book ‘The Indian Struggle’ which covers the Indian independence 

movement from 1920 to 1942. 

● He advocated complete Swaraj and was in favour of the use of force to gain it. 

● He had differences with Gandhi and he wasn’t keen on non-violence as a tool for 

independence. 

● Bose stood for and was elected the party’s president in 1939 but was forced to resign due to 

differences with Gandhi’s supporters. 

● He formed the All India Forward Bloc in 1939 as a faction within the Congress. 

● His famous quote is, “Give me blood, and I shall give you freedom!”.  

Why in the news? 

Government decides to constitute a High Level Committee headed by Union Home Minister 

to commemorate the 125th Birth Anniversary of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1682423  

 

8.  Consider the following statements about the Price Stabilisation Fund.  

1) It is constituted for the purpose of containing extreme volatility in prices of selected 

commodities.  

2) The government constituted the Price Stabilisation Fund for the first time in 2014 and 

discontinued the mechanism since then. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1682423


OFFICERS IAS ACADEMY 

IAS ACADEMY RUN BY FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS 

9 

Plot No: 935,6th Avenue, Anna Nagar, Chennai-40 

Ph: 044-40483555,9677120226,9677174226 

Web: www.officersiasacademy.com 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 Answer: A 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct:  

● Price Stabilisation Fund (PSF) refers to any fund constituted for the purpose of containing 

extreme volatility in prices of selected commodities.  

● The amount in the fund is generally utilised for activities aimed at bringing down/up the 

high/low prices say for instance, procurement of such products and distribution of the same 

as and when required, so that prices remain in a range. 

● PSF was first set up in 2014-15 to help regulate the price volatility of important agri-

horticultural commodities like onion, potatoes and pulses. 

● It provides for maintaining a strategic buffer of commodities for subsequent calibrated 

release to moderate price volatility and discourage hoarding and unscrupulous speculation.  

Statement 2 is incorrect:  

● The government still implements PSF when a situation arises. 

● To contain onion prices, the government purchased 35,857 tonne of onion from the overseas 

market under the Price Stabilisation Fund since November 2019. 

● In the Union Budget 2020-21, the Government announced that it will implement PSF to help 

moderate volatility in prices of agri-horticultural commodities like pulses, onion, and potato. 

 

9. Consider the following statements regarding the provisions of Epidemic Diseases Act 

of 1897 

1. It empowers state governments/UTs to take special measures for containing the outbreak 

of diseases 

2. The act empowers only the Central government to prescribe regulations to be observed 

by the public as it paves way for uniform regulations throughout the country 
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3. It gives legal protection to the implementing officers acting under the Act 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 3 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c)  2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 Answer : B 

Explanation 

Epidemic Diseases Act of 1897 

·         It is routinely enforced across the country for dealing with outbreaks of diseases such 

as swine flu, dengue, and cholera. It was introduced by colonial government to tackle the 

epidemic of bubonic plague that had spread in the erstwhile Bombay Presidency in the 

1890s 

·         Historians have criticised the Act for its potential for abuse. Using powers conferred by 

the Act, colonies authorities would search suspected plague cases in homes and among 

passengers, with forcible segregations, evacuations, and demolitions of infected places. 

·         In 1897, the year the law was enforced, freedom fighter Bal Gangadhar Tilak was 

punished with 18 months rigorous imprisonment after his newspapers Kesari and 

Mahratta admonished imperial authorities for their handling of the plague epidemic 

Provisions of the 1897 Epidemic Diseases Act 

·         It empowers state governments/UTs to take special measures and formulate 

regulations for containing the outbreak. 

·         It also empowers state to prescribe such temporary regulations to be observed by 

the public or by any person or class of persons as it shall deem necessary to prevent the 

outbreak of such disease or the spread thereof 

·         The state may determine in what manner and by whom any expenses incurred 

(including compensation if any) shall be defrayed. 



OFFICERS IAS ACADEMY 

IAS ACADEMY RUN BY FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS 

11 

Plot No: 935,6th Avenue, Anna Nagar, Chennai-40 

Ph: 044-40483555,9677120226,9677174226 

Web: www.officersiasacademy.com 

·         The State Government may take measures and prescribe regulations for the 

inspection of persons travelling by railway or otherwise, and the segregation, in hospital, 

temporary accommodation or otherwise, of persons suspected by the inspecting officer of 

being infected with any such disease. 

·         It also provides penalties for disobeying any regulation or order made under the 

Act. These are according to section 188 of the Indian Penal Code (Disobedience to order duly 

promulgated by public servant). 

·         It also gives legal protection to the implementing officers acting under the Act. 

 

10.  Consider the following statements about UDAN 

1) Ude Desh Ka Aam Naagrik (UDAN) was launched by the Ministry of Civil Aviation. 

2) It aims to create affordable yet economically viable and profitable flights on regional routes. 

Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: D 

Explanation. 

UDAN 

Both the statements are correct.  

● Ude Desh Ka Aam Naagrik (UDAN) was launched as a regional connectivity scheme under 

the Ministry of Civil Aviation in 2016. 

● It is an innovative scheme to develop the regional aviation market. 

● It aims to create affordable yet economically viable and profitable flights on regional routes 

so that flying becomes affordable to the common man even in small towns. 

Why in the news? 
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The first flight operations from Belgaum (Karnataka) to Surat (Gujarat) to Kishangarh 

(Ajmer) were flagged off today under the RCS-UDAN (Regional Connectivity Scheme – Ude 

Desh Ka Aam Nagrik) of the Government of India. 

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx?PRID=1682459  

 

11. Consider the following statements regarding the ‘floor test’ in State legislature 

1. It is the determination on the floor of the House whether the Chief Minister commands the 

support of the majority of the MLAs 

2. The voting process can happen orally, with electronic gadgets or a ballot process 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2  

  Ans: C 

Explanation 

·         A floor test is the determination on the floor of the House  whether the Chief Minister 

commands the support of the majority of the MLAs 

·         This can be done by means of a voice vote, or by recording the vote of each MLA in the 

House. This determination of majority is done in a sitting of the legislature, for which the 

legislature has to be convened 

·         This voting process happen in the state’s Legislative Assembly or the Lok Sabha at 

the central level 

·         Technically, the chief minister of a state is appointed by the Governor. The appointed 

chief minister usually belongs to the single largest party or the coalition which has the ‘magic 

number’ 

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx?PRID=1682459
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·         The magic number is the total number of seats required to form a government, or stay 

in power. It is the half-way mark, plus one. In case of a tie, the Speaker casts the deciding 

vote 

·         However, at times, a government’s majority can be questioned. The leader of the 

party claiming majority has to move a vote of confidence 

·         If some MLAs remain absent or abstain from voting, the majority is counted on the 

basis of those present and voting. This effectively reduces the strength of the House and in 

turn brings down the majority-mark. 

·         The voting process can happen orally, with electronic gadgets or a ballot process. 

·         The Governor can also ask the Chief Minister to prove his or her majority in the 

House if the stability of the government comes into question 

 

12. Consider the following statements about Great Indian Bustard 

1) It is a critically endangered species under the red list of IUCN.  

2) The great Indian bustard inhabits dry grasslands and scrublands on the Indian subcontinent. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation: 

● The Great Indian Bustard is one of the heaviest flying birds, which can weigh up to 15 kg and 

grow up to one metre in height.  

● It is considered the flagship grassland species, representing the health of the grassland 

ecology. 

● The great Indian bustard inhabits dry grasslands and scrublands on the Indian 

subcontinent.Hence statement 2 is correct. 
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● It has also been identified as one of the species for the recovery programme under the 

Integrated Development of Wildlife Habitats of the Ministry of Environment and Forests, 

Government of India. 

● Rajasthan forest department, announced its own Project Great Indian Bustard to conserve 

the species. The bird also happens to be the state bird of Rajasthan and not Gujarat. It is a 

critically endangered species under the red list of IUCN. Hence, Statement 1 is incorrect. 

Why in the news? 

In a novel initiative to protect the critically endangered great Indian bustard from colliding 

with live wires, the Wildlife Conservation Society- India (WCSI) is installing 1,848 bird 

diverters on high-tension wires along a 6.5km stretch in Pokhran, Rajasthan. 

 

13.  Consider the following pairs 

National park            Important species 

(1) Desert National park             Nilgiri Thar 

(2) Singalila National Park    GreatIndian Bustard 

(3) Mukurthi National park   Red panda 

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched?  

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 3 only  

(c) 1 and 3 

(d) None  

Ans: D 

Explanation: 

           National Park Species 

Desert National park Great Indian Bustard 

Singalila National park Red panda 
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Mukurthi National park Nilgiri Thar 

 

 

14.  With reference to the International Solar Alliance, consider the following statements. 

1. It is a coalition of solar resource rich countries lying fully or partially between the Tropic of 

Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn. 

2. The ISA is a treaty-based intergovernmental international organization that doesn’t put any 

legal obligations on member countries. 

3. UN member countries which are located beyond the Tropics can also join the ISA as “Partner 

Countries” with the right to vote. 

Which of the above statements is\are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer:B 

Explanation 

Statement 1 is correct: International Solar Alliance (ISA) is a coalition of solar resource rich 

countries lying fully or partially between the Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of 

Capricorn to specifically address energy needs by harnessing solar energy. The Alliance 

aims to provide a platform for prospective member countries to collaborate and address the 

identified gaps through a common agreed approach. ISA has been envisioned as a dedicated 

platform that aims to contribute towards the common goal of increasing utilization and 

promote solar energy and solar applications in the prospective member countries to help 

the world transform to a low-carbon and greener society. 

Statement 2 is correct: The ISA Framework Agreement has a total of 14 articles. There are 

no targets or legal obligations imposed on member-countries.  Members take 

coordinated actions through Programmes and activities launched on a voluntary basis, 
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aimed at better harmonizing and aggregating demand for, inter alia, solar finance, solar 

technologies, innovation, research and development, and capacity building.  

Statement 3 is incorrect. 

● UN member countries which are located beyond the Tropics can join the ISA as 

“Partner Countries”.   

● Organizations that have potential to help the ISA achieve its objectives including 

regional intergovernmental economic integration organizations constituted by sovereign 

states at least one of which is a member of the ISA can join the ISA as a “Partner 

Organization”.   

● United Nations including its organs can join the ISA as “Strategic Partners”. 

 Structure of the ISA and How are decisions taken?  

● The ISA will have a two-tier structure – the Assembly and the Secretariat.  Each 

member-country is represented on the Assembly, which meets annually at the Ministerial 

level at the seat of the ISA. The Assembly may also meet under special circumstances.   

● The Assembly makes all necessary decisions regarding the functioning of the ISA, 

including the selection of the Director General and approval of the operating budget.   

● Each Member has one vote in the Assembly.   

● Partner Countries, Partner Organizations, Strategic Partners, and Observers may 

participate without having the right to vote.  

 

15.  With reference to the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI), consider 

the following statements. 

1. It was launched by India in 2019. 

2. It is an international partnership to promote the resilience of new and existing infrastructure 

systems to climate and disaster risks, thereby ensuring sustainable development.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 
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C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is correct: India launched the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure 

(CDRI) on the sidelines of the UN Climate Action Summit in September, 2019.  

● Statement 2 is correct: This international partnership of national governments, UN 

agencies, multilateral development banks, private sector, and knowledge institutions will 

promote the resilience of new and existing infrastructure systems to climate and disaster 

risks, thereby ensuring sustainable development.  

● Developed through consultations with more than 35 countries, CDRI envisions enabling 

measurable reduction in infrastructure losses from disasters, including extreme climate 

events.  

 

16. Consider the following statements regarding the PM-KISAN 

1. Currently, the Scheme provides income support only to Small and Marginal Farmers across 

the country, holding cultivable land upto 2 hectares 

2. The entire responsibility of identification of beneficiaries rests with the State / UT 

Governments 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Answer: B 

Explanation 

Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM KISAN) 

● It is implemented as a central sector scheme by the Government of India. 
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● This scheme was introduced to augment the source of income of many small and 

marginal farmers. 

● Under the Scheme an amount of Rs.6000/- per year is transferred directly into the bank 

accounts of the farmers, subject to certain exclusion criteria relating to higher income status. 

● The entire responsibility of identification of beneficiaries rests with the State / UT 

Governments 

Ambit 

● The Scheme initially provided income support to all Small and Marginal Farmers’ families 

across the country, holding cultivable land upto 2 hectares. Its ambit was later expanded 

w.e.f. 01.06.2019 to cover all farmer families in the country irrespective of the size of 

their land holdings.  

Exceptions 

● Affluent farmers have been excluded from the scheme such as Income Tax payers in last 

assessment year, professionals like Doctors, Engineers, Lawyers, Chartered Accountants etc 

and pensioners drawing at least Rs.10,000/- per month (excluding MTS/Class IV/Group D 

employees) 

 

17.  Consider the following statements about Green Climate Fund (GCF)   

1) It is a financial mechanism set up by the parties to the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 

2) GCF funds developing countries to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions and enhance their 

ability to respond to climate change.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 
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Explanation 

Green Climate Fund (GCF) 

● Statement 1 is correct: It was set up by the United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change (UNFCCC) in 2010. GCF has a crucial role in serving the Paris Agreement, 

supporting the goal of keeping average global temperature rise well below 2 degrees 

Celsius 

● Statement 2 is correct:The Green Climate Fund (GCF) is the world’s largest dedicated 

fund helping developing countries reduce their greenhouse gas emissions and enhance 

their ability to respond to climate change 

● It does this by channelling climate finance to developing countries, which have joined 

other nations in committing to climate action. 

● GCF’s activities are aligned with the priorities of developing countries through the 

principle of country ownership and the Fund has established a direct access modality so that 

national and sub-national organisations can receive funding directly rather than only 

via international intermediaries 

● GCF aims to catalyse a flow of climate finance to invest in low-emission and climate-

resilient development, driving a paradigm shift in the global response to climate change 

GCF’s approach is marked by several distinct features 

● Balanced portfolio: GCF’s investments are aimed at achieving maximum impact in the 

developing world, supporting paradigm shifts in both mitigation and adaptation. The Fund 

aims for a 50:50 balance between mitigation and adaptation investments over time. 

➢  It also aims for a floor of 50 percent of the adaptation allocation for particularly vulnerable 

countries, including Least Developed Countries (LDCs), Small Island Developing States 

(SIDS) and African States. 

● Unlocking private finance: The Fund is unique in its ability to engage directly with both 

the public and private sectors in transformational climate-sensitive investments. GCF 

engages directly with the private sector through its Private Sector Facility (PSF).  
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➢ It offers a wide range of financial products including grants, concessional loans, 

subordinated debt, equity, and guarantees. This enables it to match project needs and adapt 

to specific investment contexts, including using its funding to overcome market barriers 

for private finance. 

● Country ownership: GCF recognizes the need to ensure that developing country partners 

exercise ownership of climate change funding and integrate it within their own national 

action plans.  

➢ Developing countries appoint a National Designated Authority (NDA) that acts as the 

interface between their government and GCF and must approve all GCF project activities 

within the country. This country-driven approach ensures GCF’s activities operate in 

harmony with national priorities. 

https://www.greenclimate.fund/about 

 

18.  Consider the following statements 

1)  India is the largest fish producing nation in the world. 

2) Neel Kranti Mission aims to triple the fish production by 2020. 

3)  Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY) aims to address critical infrastructure 

gaps in fisheries sector. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 2 only 

d) 1,2 and 3 

Answer: B 

Explanation: 

Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY) : 

● The Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY) aims to address critical 

infrastructure gaps in fisheries sector. Hence statement 3 is correct. 

https://www.greenclimate.fund/about
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● The scheme under the Department of Fisheries will establish a robust fisheries management 

framework.  

● This will address critical gaps in strengthening the value chain, including 

infrastructure, modernization, traceability, production, productivity, post-harvest 

management, and quality control.  

Fisheries Sector: 

● The Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying, and Fisheries is the main authoritative body 

for development of the fisheries industry in India. 

● Presently India is the second largest fish producing and second largest aquaculture 

nation in the world after China.  Hence statement 1 is incorrect. 

● As per Economic Survey, “Fisheries is a fast-growing sector in India, which provides nutrition 

and food security to a large population of the country besides providing income and 

employment to more than 14.5 million people.” 

● The Government has merged all the schemes of fisheries Sector into an umbrella 

scheme of ‘Blue Revolution: Integrated Development and Management of Fisheries’ 

focusing on increasing fish production and productivity from aquaculture and fisheries 

resources, both inland and marine." 

Neel Kranti Mission: 

● Blue Revolution, the Neel Kranti Mission has the vision to achieve economic prosperity of 

the country and the fishers and fish farmers as well as contribute towards food and 

nutritional security through full potential utilization of water resources for fisheries 

development in a sustainable manner, keeping in view the bio-security and environmental 

concerns. 

Objectives 

● To fully tap the total fish potential of the country both in the inland and the marine sector 

and triple the production by 2020. Hence statement 3 is correct. 

● To transform the fisheries sector as a modern industry with special focus on new 

technologies and processes 
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● To double the income of the fishers and fish farmers with special focus on increasing 

productivity and better marketing postharvest infrastructure including e-commerce and 

other technologies and global best innovations 

● To ensure inclusive participation of the fishers and fish farmers in the income enhancement 

● To triple the export earnings by 2020 with focus on benefits flow to the fishers and fish 

farmers including through institutional mechanisms in the cooperative, producer companies 

and other structures 

● To enhance food and nutritional security of the country 

Why in the news? 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1682945  

 

19. Consider the following statements about Kisan Credit card 

1) It enables farmers to purchase agricultural inputs and also draw cash to satisfy their 

agricultural needs. 

2) Only landholding small and marginal farmers are eligible to avail this card. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

Kisan Credit Card(KCC) Scheme: 

● The Kisan Credit Card (KCC) Scheme enables farmers to purchase agricultural inputs 

such as seeds, fertilisers, pesticides, etc. and draw cash to satisfy their agricultural and 

consumption needs. Hence statement 1 is correct. 

● The beneficiaries under the scheme will be issued with a Smart card/ Debit card. 

 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1682945
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Coverage : 

● Small farmers, marginal farmers, sharecroppers, oral lessee and tenant farmers.  

● The Self Help Groups (SHGs) or Joint Liability Groups (JLGs) are also eligible for availing 

benefits under the said scheme. 

● KCC has been extended to farmers who are involved in activities related to animal 

husbandry and fisheries. 

● Hence the scheme covers small and marginal farmers as well as sharecroppers,oral 

lessee and tenant farmers. Hence statement 2 is Incorrect. 

● Under the KCC Scheme, a flexible limit of Rs.10,000 to Rs.50,000 has been provided to 

marginal farmers (as Flexi KCC) based on the land holding and crops grown including 

post-harvest warehouse storage related credit needs and other farm expenses, consumption 

needs, etc., plus small term loan investments without relating it to the value of land. 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1682945  

 

20. Consider the following statements about CITES 

1. Its aim is to ensure international trade in specimens of wild animals and plants without 

threatening their survival. 

2. India is a party to CITES. 

Which of the above statements is/ are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

● CITES (the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 

Flora) is an international agreement between governments whose aim is to ensure that 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1682945
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international trade in specimens of wild animals and plants does not threaten their 

survival.Hence statement 1 is correct.  

● CITES was drafted as a result of a resolution adopted in 1963 at a meeting of members of 

IUCN (The World Conservation Union). 

● CITES entered into force on 1 July 1975  

● CITES is an international agreement to which States and regional economic integration 

organizations adhere voluntarily. States that have agreed to be bound by the Convention 

('joined' CITES) are known as Parties.  

● Although CITES is legally binding on the Parties – in other words they have to implement the 

Convention – it does not take the place of national laws.  

● Rather it provides a framework to be respected by each Party, which has to adopt its own 

domestic legislation to ensure that CITES is implemented at the national level. 

● India is one among the 183 Parties to CITES. Hence statement 2 is correct. 

 About TRAFFIC: 

● TRAFFIC, the wildlife trade monitoring network, is a joint program of WWF and IUCN – the 

International Union for Conservation of Nature. 

● TRAFFIC works to ensure that trade in wild plants and animals is not a threat to the 

conservation of nature. 

Why in the news?  

A New research says that the Illegal trade in wild animals is unaffected by pandemic. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/illegal-trade-in-wild-animals-is-unaffected-

by-pandemic-7117660/  

 

21. Consider the following statements with respect to FASTag 

1. It is a device that employs Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) technology for making 

toll payments directly while the vehicle is in motion. 

2. It is a reloadable tag that automatically deducts toll charges and enables cashless payment 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/illegal-trade-in-wild-animals-is-unaffected-by-pandemic-7117660/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/illegal-trade-in-wild-animals-is-unaffected-by-pandemic-7117660/
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3. It enables transfer of one FASTag to another Vehicle paving way for multiple access of the 

tag 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

● Statement 1 and 2 are correct:  FASTag is a device that employs Radio Frequency 

Identification (RFID) technology for making toll payments directly while the vehicle is in 

motion 

➢ FASTag (RFID Tag) is affixed on the windscreen of the vehicle and enables a customer to 

make the toll payments directly from the account which is linked to FASTag. It  offers the 

convenience of cashless payment along with benefits like - savings on fuel and time as the 

customer does not have to stop at the toll plaza 

➢ Reloadable tag is an electronic, stored value card that permits a user to increase the value 

on the card (e.g., prepaid credit card, store cash card) 

➢ If a FASTag is linked to the prepaid account, then it needs to be recharged/ topped-up as 

per the usage of the customer. If adequate balance is not maintained by the customer, the 

FASTag gets blacklisted at the toll plaza. In such a scenario if the customer travels through 

a toll plaza without recharging then he won't be able to avail theNational Electronic Toll 

Collection (NETC) services and would be required to pay the toll fare through cash. 

● Statement 3 is incorrect: FASTag is vehicle specific and once it is affixed to a vehicle, it 

cannot be transferred to another vehicle. So it avoids duplication. 

Why in the news? 

Union Minister for Road Transport, Highways and MSMEs Shri Nitin Gadkari announced that 

FASTag is being made mandatory for all vehicles in the country from 1st of January, 2021. 
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https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1683339  

https://www.npci.org.in/netc  

 

22.  Consider the following statements about Pradhan Mantri Van Dhan Yojana: 

1. It is a scheme for retail marketing led value addition plan for minor forest produce. 

2. It is an initiative of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs and TRIFED. 

Which of the following Statements is/are correct? 

a. 1 only. 

b. 2 only. 

c. Both 1 and 2. 

d. Neither 1 nor 2. 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

Pradhan Mantri Van Dhan Yojana (PMVDY) 

·         Pradhan Mantri Van Dhan Yojana (PMVDY) is a retail marketing led value addition 

plan for Minor Forest Produce (MFP), meant for forest-based tribes to optimize the tribal 

income, locally. 

·         Under the program, MFP-based tribal groups / enterprises of around 300 members 

are formed for collection, value addition, packaging & marketing of Minor Forest Produces 

(MFPs). 

·         These tribal enterprises will be in the form of Van Dhan SHGs which will be a group of 

15-20 members and such 15 SHG groups will further be federated into a larger group of Van 

Dhan Vikas Kendras (VDVKS) of around 300 members. 

·         TRIFED will support the VDVKs through providing them with model business plans, 

processing plans & tentative list of equipment for carrying out the value addition work 

of MFPs. 

The Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India (TRIFED) 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1683339
https://www.npci.org.in/netc
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·         TRIFED came into existence in 1987. It is a national-level apex organization 

functioning under the administrative control of Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Govt. of India 

 

23. Consider the following statements about Tso Kar lake 

1)The site is one of the most important breeding areas of the Black-necked Crane 

2)It has been recognised as a wetland of international importance under the Ramsar 

Convention. 

3) It belongs to the state of Uttarakhand. 

Which of the statements given above is/ are correct? 

a) 1 and 2  only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1,2 and 3 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

● The Tso Kar or ‘white lake’ lies in the Rupshu Valley in the Southern part of Ladakh. 

● It is called as white lake as the white salt of the water deposits all over the lake shore. 

● The Tso-Kar area is inhabited by the Khampas or Rupsa Chang, a nomadic group 

● It has been recently declared as Ramsar site and a wetland of International Importance. 

● The site is one of the most important breeding areas of the Black-necked Crane. 

Ramsar convention: 

● The Ramsar Convention on Wetlands is an intergovernmental treaty that provides the 

framework for national action and international cooperation for the conservation and wise 

use of wetlands and their resources. 

● At the time of joining the Convention, each Contracting Party must designate at least one 

wetland site within their territory for inclusion in the List of Wetlands of International 

Importance (the Ramsar List).  

● There are currently over 2,300 ramsar sites all over the world. 
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● The Convention includes various measures to respond to threats to the ecological character 

of sites. 

● The 2nd of February each year is World Wetlands Day. 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1683303  

 

24. The ‘NAMASTE portal’ recently seen in news is related to which of the following? 

a) It provides one stop facilitative service for international tourist in India 

b) It provides standardized terminologies and morbidity codes for Ayurveda, Siddha and 

Unani systems of medicines 

c) It is citizen centric platform that aims to serve as common point for all innovation 

happening across the nation 

d) It is the e-commerce portal and a banner to sell various products by tribals across the 

country 

 Answer: B 

Explanation 

NAMASTE Portal 

·         National AYUSH Morbidity and Standardized Terminologies Electronic Portal 

(NAMASTE Portal) was launched on 17th October, 2017 (2nd Ayurveda day) 

·         The National Ayurveda Day is celebrated every year on the occasion of Dhanwantari 

Jayanti (Dhanteras). 

·         The portal provides standardized terminologies & morbidity codes for Ayurveda, 

Siddha and Unani systems of medicines. 

·         Morbidity codes provide a comprehensive classification of diseases described in 

the traditional medicines system  

AYUSH Grid 

·         AYUSH Grid, initiated by the Ministry of AYUSH, aims to bring onboard all AYUSH 

(Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and Homoeopathy) facilities 

including hospitals and laboratories and to promote traditional systems of healthcare. 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1683303
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Why in the news? 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1683320  

 

25.  Consider the following statements  

1) Sowa-Rigpa is an ancient Indian medical system conceived and propounded by Lord Buddha 

in India. 

2) Sowa-Rigpa is acknowledged as a traditional medical system by the government of India 

only. 

Which of the statements given above is/ are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

● Sowa-Rigpa is an ancient Indian medical system conceived and propounded by Lord 

Buddha in India and later was enriched in the entire Trans-Himalayan region.  

● Today, Sowa-Rigpa is acknowledged as a traditional medical system by the governments of 

India, Bhutan, Mongolia and Tibet.  

● The principle medical text "rGyud-bZi" (Chatush Tantra-a textbook of fundamental 

principles of Sowa-Rigpa in Sanskrit  language) was pioneered by Lord Buddha and 

translated into Bhoti language around 8-12 Century and amended by Yuthok Yontan Gombo 

and other scholars of Trans Himalayan region according to the socio-climatic conditions.    

● According to Sowa-Rigpa, health is an equation of balance of tridosha and five 

cosmophysical energies (Panchmahabuta), balance within the body, balance with the 

environment, and with the Universe.   

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1683320
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● Pulse examination and astrological evaluation/analysis of an individual are the unique 

diagnostic tools in Sowa-Rigpa. The natural resources which are safe, effective and time-

tested are used as the sources of medication. 

Why in the news? 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1683320  

 

26. Which of the following is/are the members of the Organization of the Petroleum 

Exporting Countries plus (OPEC+) initiative ? 

1. Azerbaijan 

2. Sudan 

3. Russia 

4. China 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 2, 3 and 4 only 

b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 Answer: B 

Explanation 

·         The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) is a permanent, 

intergovernmental organization, created at the Baghdad Conference in 1960, by Iran, 

Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, and Venezuela. 

·         In accordance with its Statute, the mission of the Organization of the Petroleum 

Exporting Countries (OPEC) is to coordinate and unify the petroleum policies of its 

Member Countries and ensure the stabilization of oil markets in order to secure an 

efficient, economic and regular supply of petroleum to consumers, a steady income to 

producers and a fair return on capital for those investing in the petroleum industry 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1683320
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·         It aims to manage the supply of oil in an effort to set the price of oil in the world 

market, in order to avoid fluctuations that might affect the economies of both producing 

and purchasing countries. 

·         OPEC membership is open to any country that is a substantial exporter of oil and which 

shares the ideals of the organization. 

·         As of 2019, OPEC has a total of 14 Member Countries viz. Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, United 

Arab Emirates (UAE), Saudi Arabia, Algeria, Libya, Nigeria, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea, 

Republic of Congo, Angola, Ecuador and Venezuela are members of OPEC. 

·         The non-OPEC countries which export crude oil are termed as OPEC plus countries. 

OPEC plus countries include Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Brunei, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Mexico, 

Oman, Russia, South Sudan and Sudan. 

Why in the news? 

● Russia expects to support an increase in oil production by the group, known as OPEC+, of 

another 500,000 barrels per day (bpd) from February. 

https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/russia-backs-increase-in-oil-output-by-

opec-from-feb/article33419733.ece  

 

27. Consider the following statements regarding Atal Bhujal Yojana 

1. It aims for sustainable management of ground water with community participation. 

2. The funding pattern is 60:40 between the Government of India and the World Bank. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2   

Answer : A 

Explanation 

https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/russia-backs-increase-in-oil-output-by-opec-from-feb/article33419733.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/russia-backs-increase-in-oil-output-by-opec-from-feb/article33419733.ece
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● Atal Bhujal Yojana (ABHY) envisages active participation of the communities in various 

activities such as formation of ‘Water User Associations’, monitoring and disseminating 

ground water data, water budgeting, preparation & implementation of Grampanchayat wise 

water security plans and IEC activities related to sustainable ground water management. 

Thus, it is for sustainable management of ground water with community participation. 

● The funding pattern is 50:50 between the Government of India and the World Bank. The 

scheme will be implemented and looked over by the Ministry of Water Resources, River 

Development and Ganga Rejuvenation. 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1683785  

 

28.  SahiFasal campaign recently seen in news is related to which of the following? 

a) Campaign  to eliminate TB by the year 2025 against the global target of 2030  

b) Campaign aimed at reducing child mortality due to pneumonia 

c) Campaign aimed at bringing beneficiaries of PMAY (urban) into the fold of other central 

schemes 

d) Campaign to nudge farmers in the water stressed areas to grow crops which are not water 

intensive. 

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

● SahiFasal’ campaign was launched by National Water Mission on14.11.2019 to nudge 

farmers in the water stressed areas to grow crops which are not water intensive, but 

use water very efficiently; and are economically remunerative; are healthy and nutritious; 

suited to the agro-climatic-hydro characteristics of the area; and are environmentally 

friendly.  

● Creating awareness among farmers on appropriate crops, micro-irrigation, soil moisture 

conservation etc; weaning them away from water intensive crops like paddy, sugarcane etc. 

to crops like corn, maize etc which require less water; assisting policy makers to frame 

policies that make effective pricing of inputs (water and electricity); improve procurement 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1683785
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and market for these alternate crops; create appropriate storage them etc ultimately leading 

to increase in the income of farmers are the key elements of “SahiFasal”.  

● Under SahiFasal, series of workshops are being organized in the water stressed areas of the 

country. 

Option A refers to the Harega Desh Jeetega Campaign. 

Option B refers to SAANS Campaign. 

Option C refers to the Angikaar Campaign. 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1683785  

 

29. With reference to India’s gold imports, consider the following statements. 

1. Importing huge amounts of gold might lead to depreciation of Indian Rupee 

2. Gold Monetization Scheme and Sovereign Gold Bond scheme helps to reduce the Current 

Account Deficit. 

3. Gold Bond Scheme offers zero coupon bonds to the investors. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. 1 and 2 only 

D. 2 and 3 only 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

● India is one of the world's largest gold importers. Import of gold increases the country’s 

Current Account Deficit (CAD). Importing huge amounts of gold using foreign exchange 

reserves also depreciates the value of the rupee. This in turn makes key imports like crude 

oil more costly. Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

● Investment in gold does not add much value to the productive capacity of the economy. They 

are either stored in bank lockers or get exchanged for making jewellery.  

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1683785
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● The government introduced the Gold Monetization Scheme and Sovereign Gold Bond scheme 

to reduce imports of gold and to increase productive use of gold. Gold imports are the 

second biggest commodity imports into India after oil. As such, reduction in gold imports 

will positively affect the larger economy by reducing the Current Account Deficit 

(CAD).Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

● Gold Monetization Scheme to bring out the gold lying idle in homes into the Indian 

Economy which would turn gold into a productive asset. Through this scheme, people can 

deposit their gold and can earn interest on it. 

● Sovereign Gold Bond scheme to reduce the demand for physical gold which offers the same 

benefits as of physical gold. The value of gold bonds increases with the market rate of gold. 

● Gold Bond Scheme does not offer Zero coupon bonds as the Bonds bear interest at the 

rate of 2.50 per cent (fixed rate) per annum on the amount of initial investment. Interest will 

be credited semi-annually to the bank account of the investor and the last interest will be 

payable on maturity along with the principal.Hence statement 3 is incorrect. 

 

30.  As a part of Mission Sagar-III, India’s Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief 

(HADR) assistance to Friendly Foreign Countries during the ongoing pandemic, Indian 

Naval Ship Kiltan, carrying humanitarian assistance, arrived at Nha Rong Port of 

which country?  

a) Maldives 

b) Mauritius 

c) Vietnam 

d) Laos 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

● Mission Sagar-III is being undertaken in accordance with  Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 

vision of SAGAR (Security And Growth for All in the Region).  
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● It  reiterates India’s position as a dependable partner, and the Indian Navy as the Preferred 

Security Partners And First Responder. 

●  The Mission also highlights the importance accorded to ASEAN countries and further 

strengthens the existing bonds. 

● Indian Naval Ship Kiltan, carrying humanitarian assistance, arrived at Vietnam's Nha 

Rong Port, Ho Chi Minh City recently to deliver 15 tonnes of relief material for flood-

affected people. 

● The assistance is as a part of Mission Sagar-III, India’s Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster 

Relief (HADR) assistance to Friendly Foreign Countries during the ongoing pandemic. 

● The ship will deliver 15 Tons of HADR Stores for the flood-affected people of Central 

Vietnam, which will be handed over to Vietnam's Central Steering Committee for National 

Disaster Prevention and Control.  

● This assistance is reflective of the deep people-to-people connection between the two 

friendly countries. 

http://newsonair.com/News?title=Indian-humanitarian-assistance-ship-arrives-at-

Vietnam%26%2339%3bs-Nha-Rong-Port&id=406706  

http://newsonair.com/News?title=Indian-humanitarian-assistance-ship-arrives-at-Vietnam%26%2339%3bs-Nha-Rong-Port&id=406706
http://newsonair.com/News?title=Indian-humanitarian-assistance-ship-arrives-at-Vietnam%26%2339%3bs-Nha-Rong-Port&id=406706

