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MCQ 01.12.2020 TO 05.12.2020 

1. ‘90-90-90 target’ indicates which of the following? 

a) Eradication of 90 percent of AIDS by 2020 

b) Reducing desertification by 90 percent 

c) 90 percent of Indian states acquiring open defecation free (ODF) status 

d) Achieving 90 percent enrollment ratio in higher education. 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

‘90-90-90 target’ is an ambitious treatment target of UNAIDS to help end the AIDS 

Epidemic. 

The target is as follows, 

● By 2020, 90% of all people living with HIV will know their HIV status. 

● By 2020, 90% of all people with diagnosed HIV infection will receive sustained antiretroviral 

therapy. 

● By 2020, 90% of all people receiving antiretroviral therapy will have viral suppression.  
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https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/909090 

Why in the news? 

● The theme of World AIDS Day this year, observed on December 1, is ‘Ending the HIV/AIDS 

epidemic: resilience and impact’.  

● The method to achieve this by 2030 is to ensure life saving antiretroviral therapy (ART) 

reaches all those who are infected and that all persons living with HIV know their status. 

Also, the aim is to ensure that those on ART are viral suppressed so that infection is 

negligible. 

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/world-aids-day-india-must-gear-up-to-end-

hivaids-by-2030-experts/article33214273.ece  

 

2. Which of the following would be the benefits of implementing the National 

Agricultural Market (e-NAM)? 

1. Increases farmers’s access to a wide market  

2. Promotion of Monopsony market structure  

3. Removes information asymmetry between buyers and sellers 

4. Single window services for all APMC related information and services 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

A. 1 and 3 only 

B. 1, 3 and 4 only 

C. 1, 2 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Answer: B 

Explanation: 

● The National Agricultural Market (e-NAM) is a pan-India electronic trading portal which 

targets to connect almost 7,000 existing mandis run by Agricultural Produce Market 

Committees (APMC) to create a unified national market for agricultural commodities. 

https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/909090
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/world-aids-day-india-must-gear-up-to-end-hivaids-by-2030-experts/article33214273.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/world-aids-day-india-must-gear-up-to-end-hivaids-by-2030-experts/article33214273.ece
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● e-NAM is completely funded by the Central Government and implemented by Small 

Farmers Agribusiness Consortium (SFAC).  

Benefits of the portal 

● e-NAM platform promotes better marketing opportunities for the farmers to sell their 

produce through an online competitive and transparent price discovery system and online 

payment facility.  

● e-NAM removes information asymmetry between buyers and sellers. It uses estimations 

based on actual demand and supply, and promotes transparency in the auction process. It 

allows farmers to access a nationwide market with prices commensurate with the quality of 

his produce. 

● It also promotes prices commensurate with quality of produce.  

● The e-NAM portal provides single window services for all APMC related information and 

services. This includes commodity arrivals, quality & prices, buy & sell offers & e-payment 

settlement directly into farmers’ account, among other services. 

● Farmers can access the information on e-NAM easily through their mobile phones from 

anywhere. This online trading platform aims at reducing transaction costs, bridging 

information asymmetry and helps in expanding the market access for farmers. 

● Monopsony: Monopsony refers to a market structure where one buyer interacts with many 

sellers. This market structure gives the buyer an advantage over the sellers as they all try to 

sell to the same buyer. It is one of the criticisms of the present APMC structures in many 

states. 

● Implementation of e-NAM will increase the choice to farmers to sell their produce to a wide 

range of buyers and undermine the Monopsony market structure.  

 

3. Consider the following statements regarding the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation 

(OIC) 

1. It endeavors to safeguard and protect the interests of the Muslim world in the spirit of 

promoting international peace and harmony 
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2. It is the second largest intergovernmental organization after the United Nations 

Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only       

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  Ans: D 

Explanation 

·         The Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is the second largest 

intergovernmental organization after the United Nations with a membership of 57 states. 

·         It is the collective voice of the Muslim world. It endeavors to safeguard and protect 

the interests of the Muslim world in the spirit of promoting international peace and 

harmony among various people of the world. 

·         It was established upon a decision of the historical summit which took place in Rabat, 

Kingdom of Morocco on the 25th of September 1969 

·         Headquarters: Jeddah, Saudi Arabia 

·         India is not a member of the OIC 

Why in the news? 

The 47th session of the OIC Council of Foreign Ministers held recently at Niamey, Niger, had 

made a reference to India over its policies on J&K. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-kashmir-india-and-the-oic-

7074514/  

 

4. Consider the following statements with respect to Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 

(SCO) 

1. All the members share their borders with China. 

2. India is a founding member of SCO 

Which among the above statements are correct? 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-kashmir-india-and-the-oic-7074514/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-kashmir-india-and-the-oic-7074514/
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a.           1 only  

b.           2 only 

c.           Both 1 and 2 

d.           Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: D 

Explanation:  

Statement 1 is incorrect:  

Uzbekistan, a member of the SCO does not share its border with China. 

Statement 2 is incorrect:  

India is merely a member of the SCO (Since 9th June 2017) and not a founding member. 

China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan are SCO’s founding 

members. 

Why in the news? 

India hosted the Heads of Government (HoG) council meeting of the eight-nation Shanghai 

Cooperation Organisation recently.  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/six-pms-to-attend-sco-heads-of-government-

summit-hosted-by-india/article33201037.ece  

 

5. Arrange the following cities of BRICS countries from south to north: 

1. Rio-de Janeiro  

2. Johannesburg 

3. Hong Kong  

4. New Delhi  

5. Vladivostok  

6. Thiruvananthapuram  

Select the correct options  

a. 1,2,6,3,4,5 

b. 2,1,3,6,4,5 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/six-pms-to-attend-sco-heads-of-government-summit-hosted-by-india/article33201037.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/six-pms-to-attend-sco-heads-of-government-summit-hosted-by-india/article33201037.ece
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c. 2,1,6,3,4,5 

d. 1,2,6,4,3,5 

Answer: C 

Refer Atlas:  

1.Johannesburg latitude: 26.195246 S 

2.Rio-de janeiro latitude: 22.752754 S 

3.Thiruvananthapuram Latitude: 8.524139 N 

4.Hong Kong: 22.286394 N 

5.New Delhi latitude :28.644800 N 

6.Vladivostok Latitude: 43.10562 N 

 

6. Consider the following statements about the Purchasing Managers' Index.  

1. It is an indicator of economic health for both manufacturing and service sectors. 

2. It is published by the Central Statistics Office (CSO). 

3. PMI >50 implies an expansion of business and economic activity, PMI <50 means contraction. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

● Statement 1 is correct: Purchasing Managers' Index is an economic indicator which 

indicates the business activity & economic health of both the manufacturing and service 

sectors. 

● Statement 2 is incorrect: PMI of India is published by Japanese firm Nikkei. 

● The PMI is an investor sentiment tracking index and is dynamic in nature. 

● They are derived from monthly surveys of about 400 private companies. 
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● Variables used for calculating the PMI are: Output, New Orders, Employment, Input Costs, 

Output Prices, Backlogs of Work, Export Orders, Quantity of Purchases, Suppliers’ Delivery 

Times, Stocks of Purchases and Stocks of Finished Goods. 

How to read PMI? 

● Statement 3 is correct: While PMI >50 implies an expansion of business and economic 

activity, PMI <50 means contraction. 

Why in the news? 

● November’s manufacturing PMI marked a three month low indicating that manufacturing 

is losing its steam. 

 

7.  Rule of Law Index is released by 

a) World Justice Project. 

b) Stockholm Peace International. 

c) Amnesty International. 

d) Transparency International. 

Answer: A. 

Explanation: 

● The Rule of Law Index is designed and compiled by the World Justice Project. The index is 

a quantitative assessment tool which offers a detailed and comprehensive picture of the 

extent to which countries adhere to the rule of law in practice.  

● The Rule of Law Index 2020 presents a portrait of the rule of law in 128 countries and 

jurisdictions by providing scores and rankings based on eight factors:  

● Constraints on Government Powers, Absence of Corruption, Open Government, 

Fundamental Rights, Order and Security, Regulatory Enforcement, Civil Justice, and Criminal 

Justice.  

● Scores range from 0 to 1, with 1 indicating the strongest adherence to the rule of law.  

● With a score of 0.90, Denmark is placed at the top of the list.  

● With a score of 0.51, India secured 69th position. 
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8. The “Accessible India campaign” recently in news is related to which of the following? 

a. Right based framework for transgenders to improve their quality of life 

b. Enhanced food security measures for senior citizens 

c. Skill development initiatives for tribal youth 

d. Making public spaces friendly for persons with disabilities 

Ans : D 

Explanation 

The Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD), Ministry of 

Social Justice & Empowerment has conceptualised the “Accessible India Campaign 

(Sugamya Bharat Abhiyan)” as a nation-wide flagship campaign for achieving universal 

accessibility that will enable persons with disabilities to gain access for equal 

opportunity and live independently and participate fully in all aspects of life in an 

inclusive society. The campaign targets at enhancing the accessibility of built environment, 

transport system and Information & communication eco-System. 

Components of Accessible India Campaign 

Accessible India Campaign (Sugamya Bharat Abhiyan) has the following three important 

components 

● Built Environment Accessibility 

● Transportation System Accessibility 

● Information and Communication Eco-System Accessibility 

Few of its Objectives involve: 

● Conducting accessibility audit of at least 50 most important government buildings and 

converting them into fully accessible buildings. 

● Enhancing proportion of accessible airports. 

● Enhancing the proportion of accessible railway stations 

● Enhancing the proportion of accessible Public Transport. 

● Enhancing the pool of sign language interpreters 
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● Enhancing the proportion of daily captioning and sign-language interpretation of public 

television news programmes. 

https://www.india.gov.in/spotlight/accessible-india-campaign#tab=tab-1 

http://accessibleindia.gov.in/content/innerpage/about-accessible-india-campaign.php 

 

9. Consider the following statements about the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 

2016 

1) The Act replaces the Persons with Disabilities (Equal Opportunities, Protection of Rights and 

Full Participation) Act, 1995 . 

2) It fulfills the obligations to the United National Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities (UNCRPD), to which India is a signatory.   

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

About Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 

● The Act replaces the Persons with Disabilities (Equal Opportunities, Protection of Rights and 

Full Participation) Act, 1995 which came into force during December 2016. 

● It fulfills the obligations to the United National Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities (UNCRPD), to which India is a signatory.   

Salient features of the Act 

Disabilities covered 

● Disability has been defined based on an evolving and dynamic concept. 

● The types of disabilities have been increased from existing 7 to 21 and the Central 

https://www.india.gov.in/spotlight/accessible-india-campaign#tab=tab-1
http://accessibleindia.gov.in/content/innerpage/about-accessible-india-campaign.php
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Government will have the power to add more types of disabilities.  

● Persons with "benchmark disabilities" are defined as those certified to have at least 40 per 

cent of the 21 disabilities. 

Rights and entitlements 

● Responsibility has been cast upon the appropriate governments to take effective measures 

to ensure that the persons with disabilities enjoy their rights equally with others. 

● Reservation in higher education (not less than 5%),  

● Government jobs (not less than 4 %),  

● Reservation in allocation of land, poverty alleviation schemes (5% allotment) etc.  

● have been provided for persons with benchmark disabilities and those with high support 

needs. 

● Government funded educational institutions as well as the government recognized 

institutions will have to provide inclusive education to the children with disabilities. 

Guardianship 

● The Act provides for grant of guardianship by District Court under which there will be joint 

decision – making between the guardian and the persons with disabilities. 

Establishment of Authorities 

● Broad based Central & State Advisory Boards on Disability are to be set up to serve as apex 

policy making bodies at the Central and State level. 

● The Office of Chief Commissioner of Persons with Disabilities and the office of State 

Commissioners of Disabilities has been strengthened. 

● The Chief Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities and the State Commissioners will act 

as regulatory bodies and Grievance Redressal agencies and also monitor implementation of 

the Act. 

● The National and State Fund will be created to provide financial support to the persons with 

disabilities.  

Penalties for offences 

● The Act provides for penalties for offences committed against persons with disabilities and 
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also violation of the provisions of the new law. 

United National Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) 

● The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities was adopted on 13 December 

2006 at the United Nations Headquarters in New York and  entered into force on 3 May 2008. 

● The Convention is intended as a human rights instrument with an explicit, social 

development dimension.  

● It adopts a broad categorization of persons with disabilities and reaffirms that all 

persons with all types of disabilities must enjoy all human rights and fundamental 

freedoms.  

● It clarifies and qualifies how all categories of rights apply to persons with disabilities and 

identifies areas where adaptations have to be made for persons with disabilities to 

effectively exercise their rights and areas where their rights have been violated, and where 

protection of rights must be reinforced. 

 

10. With respect to BrahMos Missile, consider the following statements. 

1. The name BrahMos is formed from names of two rivers i.e. Indian river Brahmaputra and 

the Moskva River of Myanmar. 

2. The medium-range ramjet supersonic cruise missile has a strike range of about 9000 km. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: D 

Explanation:  

● The BrahMos is a ramjet supersonic cruise missile of a short range developed by Defence 

Research and Development Organization (DRDO) and the Russian Federation’s NPO 

Mashinostroyenia. The missile can be launched from land, aircraft, ships and submarines. 
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● The medium-range ramjet supersonic cruise missile has a strike range of about 290 km. 

Why in the news? 

Indian Navy successfully test-fires naval version of BrahMos missile. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/indian-navy-successfully-test-fires-naval-

version-of-brahmos-missile/article33220805.ece  

 

11.  Consider the following statements about hurricanes 

1) Hurricanes are a type of tropical cyclone that occurs in the northwestern Pacific Ocean. 

2) They are formed over the warm ocean waters near the equator. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

● Hurricanes are the most violent storms on Earth. They form near the equator over warm 

ocean waters. Actually, the term hurricane is used only for the large storms that form over 

the Atlantic Ocean or eastern Pacific Ocean.  

● The generic, scientific term for these storms, wherever they occur is tropical cyclone. 

Tropical cyclones, also called typhoon or hurricane, an intense circular storm that 

originates over warm tropical oceans and is characterized by low atmospheric pressure, high 

winds, and heavy rain. 

● Depending on the locations they occur, they are given various names such as  typhoons, 

cyclones and  hurricanes.  

● Statement 1 is incorrect: In the North Atlantic Ocean and Northeast Pacific, they are 

called hurricanes. But if the same type of disturbance takes place in the Northwest Pacific 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/indian-navy-successfully-test-fires-naval-version-of-brahmos-missile/article33220805.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/indian-navy-successfully-test-fires-naval-version-of-brahmos-missile/article33220805.ece
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Ocean, it is known as a typhoon (not hurricanes) and in the South Pacific and Indian 

Ocean they are known as cyclone 

● Statement 2 is correct: Tropical cyclones are like engines that require warm, moist air as 

fuel. So the first ingredient needed for a tropical cyclone is warm ocean water. That is why 

they form over warm ocean waters near the equator. The warm, moist air over the ocean 

rises upward from near the surface. Because this air moves up and away from the surface, 

an area of lower air pressure is created below. 

● The second ingredient for a tropical cyclone is wind. As the wind passes over the ocean's 

surface, water evaporates (turns into water vapor) and rises. As it rises, the water vapor 

cools, and condenses back into large water droplets, forming large cumulonimbus clouds.  

 

Meteorologists have divided the development of a tropical cyclone into four stages: 

Tropical disturbance, tropical depression, tropical storm, and full-fledged tropical cyclone. 

● Tropical disturbance: When the water vapor from the warm ocean condenses to form 

clouds, it releases its heat to the air. The warmed air rises and is pulled into the column of 

clouds. Evaporation and condensation continue, building the cloud columns higher and 
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larger. A pattern develops, with the wind circulating around a center. As the moving column 

of air encounters more clouds, it becomes a cluster of thunderstorm clouds, called a 

tropical disturbance. 

● Tropical depression: As the thunderstorm grows higher and larger, the air at the top of the 

cloud column is cooling and becoming unstable. As the heat energy is released from the 

cooling water vapor, the air at the top of the clouds becomes warmer, making the air 

pressure higher and causing winds to move outward away from the high pressure area. 

This movement and warming causes pressures at the surface to drop. Then air at the surface 

moves toward the lower pressure area, rises, and creates more thunderstorms. Winds in the 

storm cloud column spin faster and faster, whipping around in a circular motion. When the 

winds reach between 25 and 38 mph, the storm is called a tropical depression. 

● Tropical storm: When the wind speeds reach 39 mph, the tropical depression becomes 

a tropical storm. Wind direction is counterclockwise (west to east) in the northern 

hemisphere and clockwise (east to west) in the southern hemisphere.  

● Tropical cyclone: When the wind speeds reach 74 mph, the storm is officially a Tropical 

cyclone (hurricane,cyclone or typhoon). The winds and the low air pressure also cause a 

huge mound of ocean water to pile up near the eye of the hurricane, which can cause 

monster storm surges when all this water reaches land. 

 

12. Among the following, which one is the largest producer of milk in the world ? 

a) China 

b) India 

c) New zealand 

d) Vietnam 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

● In most developing countries, milk is produced by smallholders, and milk production 

contributes to household livelihoods, food security and nutrition. 
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● In many developing countries, dairy productivity is constrained by poor-quality feed 

resources, diseases, limited access to markets and services (e.g., health, credit and 

training) and dairy animals’ low genetic potential for milk production. 

● Unlike developed countries, many developing countries have hot and/or humid climates 

that are unfavourable for dairying. 

● In the last three decades, world milk production has increased by more than 58 percent, 

from 522 million tonnes in 1987 to 828 million tonnes in 2017. 

● India is the world’s largest milk producer, with 21 percent of global production, 

followed by the United States of America, China, Pakistan and Brazil 

➢ Milk production in India has been increasing steadily over the years from 55.6 million 

tonnes in 1991-92 to 176.3 million tonnes in 2017-18, at an average annual growth rate 

of 4.5 percent. It further increased to 187.7 million tonnes in 2018-19. 

● Since the 1970s, most of the expansion in milk production has been in South Asia, which 

is the main driver of milk production growth in the developing world. 

● India’s dairy sector provides livelihood to about 70 million households. A key feature of 

India’s dairy sector is the predominance of small producers. India is largely self-sufficient 

in milk production.  

http://www.fao.org/dairy-production-products/production/en/ 

 

13. Consider the following statements 

1) A superbug is defined as a microorganism that’s resistant to commonly used antibiotics. 

2) AWaRe is an online tool aimed at guiding policy-makers and health workers to use 

antibiotics safely. 

3) Antibiotic resistance is the same as that of antimicrobial resistance. 

Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 3 only 

http://www.fao.org/dairy-production-products/production/en/
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d) 1,2 and 3 

Answer: C 

Explanation 

Superbug 

● Statement 1 is correct: A superbug is usually defined as a microorganism that’s resistant 

to commonly used antibiotics. The number of different antibiotics to which it can be 

resistant determines the degree of the superbug. Some are resistant to one or two, but 

others can be resistant to multiple drugs. 

● Decades of easy availability and misuse of antimicrobials has led to the emergence of 

drug-resistant strains of common pathogens like diarrhoea-causing E coli. 

● India reported the world’s highest burden of extensively drug-resistant tuberculosis 

(XDR-TB) in 2017. This means they are more expensive to treat, the side-effects of 

treatment are typically more severe and mortality rates are significantly higher.  

AWaRe 

● The AWaRe tool was developed by the WHO to contain rising resistance and make 

antibiotic use safer and more effective. 

● Statement 2 is correct: The World Health Organization (WHO) has launched a global 

campaign that urges countries to adopt its new online tool aimed at guiding policy-

makers and health workers to use antibiotics safely and more effectively. Its another 

objective is to limit drugs that are at risk of resistance. 

● The tool, known as ‘AWaRe’  classifies antibiotics into three groups: 

➢ Access   — antibiotics used to treat the most common and serious infections 

➢ Watch    — antibiotics available at all times in the healthcare system 

➢ Reserve — antibiotics to be used sparingly or preserved and used only as a last resort 

● The campaign aims to achieve a 60 per cent increase in use of antibiotics under the 

Access group — cheap, ‘narrow-spectrum’ drugs (that target a specific microorganism 

rather than several) and also lower the risk of resistance and also reduce use of the 

antibiotics most at risk of resistance from the Watch and Reserve groups.  
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Antimicrobial resistance and Antibiotic resistance 

● Statement 3 is incorrect: Antibiotics are medicines used to prevent and treat bacterial 

infections. Antibiotic resistance occurs when bacteria change in response to the use of 

these medicines. Bacteria, not humans, become antibiotic resistant. 

● On the other hand, Antimicrobial resistance is a broader term, encompassing resistance 

to drugs to treat infections caused by other microbes as well, such as parasites (e.g. 

malaria), viruses (e.g. HIV) and fungi (e.g. Candida). 

➢ Antimicrobial resistance occurs when microorganisms such as bacteria, viruses, fungi 

and parasites change in ways that render the medications ineffective to cure the infections 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/18-06-2019-in-the-face-of-slow-progress-who-

offers-a-new-tool-and-sets-a-target-to-accelerate-action-against-antimicrobial-resistance  

https://www.newindianexpress.com/opinions/2019/oct/04/superbugs-not-sci-fi-

anymore-2042876.html  

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/health/who-launches-tool-for-safer-use-of-

antibiotics-curb-resistance-65161 

 http://www.emro.who.int/health-topics/drug-resistance/what-is-the-difference-

between-antibiotic-and-antimicrobial-resistance.html 

 

14. Which of the following diseases is/are caused by bacteria? 

1.Ringworms 

2.Typhoid 

3.Tuberculosis 

4.Malaria 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

b) 2 only 

c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

d) 2 and 3 only 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/18-06-2019-in-the-face-of-slow-progress-who-offers-a-new-tool-and-sets-a-target-to-accelerate-action-against-antimicrobial-resistance
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/18-06-2019-in-the-face-of-slow-progress-who-offers-a-new-tool-and-sets-a-target-to-accelerate-action-against-antimicrobial-resistance
https://www.newindianexpress.com/opinions/2019/oct/04/superbugs-not-sci-fi-anymore-2042876.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/opinions/2019/oct/04/superbugs-not-sci-fi-anymore-2042876.html
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/health/who-launches-tool-for-safer-use-of-antibiotics-curb-resistance-65161
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/health/who-launches-tool-for-safer-use-of-antibiotics-curb-resistance-65161
http://www.emro.who.int/health-topics/drug-resistance/what-is-the-difference-between-antibiotic-and-antimicrobial-resistance.html
http://www.emro.who.int/health-topics/drug-resistance/what-is-the-difference-between-antibiotic-and-antimicrobial-resistance.html
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Answer: d 

Explanation 

● Ringworms are caused by fungi. 

● Ringworm, or tinea, refers to several types of contagious fungal infections of the top layer 

of 

the skin, scalp, and nails. It is called ringworm because the itchy, red rash has a ring-like 

appearance. However, ringworm has nothing to do with worms. It can affect different parts 

of the body. 

● Malaria by protozoa 

 

●Tubercolusis is caused by bacteria. 
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● Typhoid is caused by bacteria 

 

Why in the news? 

● The World Malaria Report (WMR) 2020 released by WHO, which gives the estimated cases 

for malaria across the world, based on mathematical projections, indicates that India has 

made considerable progress in reducing its malaria burden.  
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● India is the only high endemic country which has reported a decline of 17.6% in 2019 as 

compared to 2018. 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=1677601  

 

15. With reference to the office of the Attorney General, Consider the Following 

Statements  

1) The Attorney General is appointed by the Chief Justice of India. 

2) The Attorney General holds the office during the pleasure of the President and does not have 

a specific term. 

Which of the Statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer-B 

Explanation  

● The President shall appoint a person who is qualified to be appointed a Judge of the 

Supreme Court to be Attorney-General for India.  

● It shall be the duty of the Attorney-General to give advice to the Government of India upon 

such legal matters, and to perform such other duties of a legal character, as may from time 

to time be referred or assigned to him by the President, and to discharge the functions 

conferred on him by or under this Constitution or any other law for the time being in force.  

● In the performance of his duties the Attorney General shall have right of audience in all 

courts in the territory of India.  

● The Attorney-General shall hold office during the pleasure of the President, and shall 

receive such remuneration as the President may determine. Hence, Statement 1 is 

incorrect and 2 is correct. 

Why in the news? 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=1677601
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The procedure in cases of criminal contempt of court, which means the publication of 

material that scandalises or lowers the dignity of the court or prejudices or interferes with 

the proceedings of the court, the consent of the Attorney General is required under the law. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/consent-for-contempt-attorney-general-for-

india-k-k-venugopal-rachita-taneja/  

 

16. Consider the following statements regarding Minimum Support Price (MSP) 

1. MSP is a form of market intervention by the Government of India to insure agricultural 

producers against any sharp fall in farm prices. 

2. MSP is recommended by Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 

Answer: C 

Explanation:  

● Minimum Support Price (MSP) is a form of market intervention by the Government of India 

to insure agricultural producers against any sharp fall in farm prices.  

● The minimum support prices are announced by the Government of India at the beginning of 

the sowing season for certain crops on the basis of the recommendations of the Commission 

for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP). 

 

17. Consider the following statements about the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC). 

1. It is a 6-member body entrusted with the task of fixing policy interest rate required to 

achieve the inflation target. 

2. The decisions of the MPC are taken by a simple majority. 

3. It is headed by the Finance Minister who enjoys a casting vote. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/consent-for-contempt-attorney-general-for-india-k-k-venugopal-rachita-taneja/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/consent-for-contempt-attorney-general-for-india-k-k-venugopal-rachita-taneja/
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1, 2 and 3 

B. 1 only 

C. 1 and 2 

D. 2 and 3 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is correct: The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) is a committee of the RBI, 

headed by its Governor, which is entrusted with the task of fixing the benchmark policy 

interest rate (repo rate) to contain inflation within the specified target level. 

● The MPC has six members 

o RBI Governor (Chairperson), RBI Deputy Governor in charge of monetary policy, one official 

nominated by the RBI Board and remaining 3 members would represent the Government. 

● Statement 2 is correct: The MPC takes decisions based on majority vote.  

● Statement 3 is incorrect: In case of a tie, the RBI governor will have a second or casting 

vote.  

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-why-rbis-monetary-policy-

committee-kept-policy-rates-unchanged-yet-again-7091389/  

 

18. Which of the following is/are the members of the Organization of the Petroleum 

Exporting Countries (OPEC)? 

1. Nigeria 

2. Saudi Arabia 

3. Russia 

4. China 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 2, 3 and 4 only 

b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-why-rbis-monetary-policy-committee-kept-policy-rates-unchanged-yet-again-7091389/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-why-rbis-monetary-policy-committee-kept-policy-rates-unchanged-yet-again-7091389/
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c) 1 and 2 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 Ans: C 

Explanation 

·         The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) is a permanent, 

intergovernmental organization, created at the Baghdad Conference in 1960, by Iran, 

Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, and Venezuela. 

·         In accordance with its Statute, the mission of the Organization of the Petroleum 

Exporting Countries (OPEC) is to coordinate and unify the petroleum policies of its 

Member Countries and ensure the stabilization of oil markets in order to secure an 

efficient, economic and regular supply of petroleum to consumers, a steady income to 

producers and a fair return on capital for those investing in the petroleum industry 

·         It aims to manage the supply of oil in an effort to set the price of oil in the world 

market, in order to avoid fluctuations that might affect the economies of both producing 

and purchasing countries. 

·         OPEC membership is open to any country that is a substantial exporter of oil and which 

shares the ideals of the organization. 

·         As of 2019, OPEC has a total of 14 Member Countries viz. Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, United 

Arab Emirates (UAE), Saudi Arabia, Algeria, Libya, Nigeria, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea, 

Republic of Congo, Angola, Ecuador and Venezuela are members of OPEC. 

·         The non-OPEC countries which export crude oil are termed as OPEC plus countries. 

OPEC plus countries include Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Brunei, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Mexico, 

Oman, Russia, South Sudan and Sudan. 

 

19. Bhasan char is the place recently in news is located in  

a) Myanmar 

b) Australia 

c) Bangladesh 
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d) Nepal 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

 

Why in the news? 

Authorities in Bangladesh have begun relocating thousands of Rohingya refugees to an 

isolated island named Bhasan char despite calls by human rights groups for a halt to the 

process. 

http://www.newsonair.com/News?title=Bangladesh-starts-relocation-of-Rohingyas-to-

the-newly-developed-facility-at-Bhashan-Char-Island&id=405467  

 

20. Tropic of Cancer passes through which of the following states in India? 

1. West Bengal 

2. Rajasthan 

3. Manipur 

4. Chhattisgarh 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 1 and 4 only  

b) 1 only 

c)  1, 2 and 4 only 

d) 1,3 and 4 only 

http://www.newsonair.com/News?title=Bangladesh-starts-relocation-of-Rohingyas-to-the-newly-developed-facility-at-Bhashan-Char-Island&id=405467
http://www.newsonair.com/News?title=Bangladesh-starts-relocation-of-Rohingyas-to-the-newly-developed-facility-at-Bhashan-Char-Island&id=405467
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Ans : C 

Explanation 

● India is located in the northern hemisphere. The Tropic of Cancer (23°30'N) passes almost 

halfway through the country 

● it passes through 8 states Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhan, West 

Bengal, Tripura and Mizoram. 

 

 

21. Consider the following statements regarding the Delimitation Commission 

1. The orders of the commission are laid before the Lok Sabha in which no modifications are 

permitted 

2. The orders of the commission has the force of law and they cannot be challenged before 

any court 

Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect? 



OFFICERS IAS ACADEMY 

IAS ACADEMY RUN BY FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS 

26 

Plot No: 935,6th Avenue, Anna Nagar, Chennai-40 

Ph: 044-40483555,9677120226,9677174226 

Web: www.officersiasacademy.com 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Ans: D 

Explanation 

·         Delimitation literally means the process of fixing limits or boundaries of territorial 

constituencies in a state that has a legislative body. 

·         Delimitation is undertaken by a highly powerful commission. They are formally known 

as Delimitation Commission or Boundary Commission. 

·         These bodies are so powerful that its orders have the force of law and they cannot be 

challenged before any court 

·         Such commissions have been constituted at least four times in India — in 1952 under 

the Delimitation Commission Act, 1952; in 1963 under Delimitation Commission Act, 1962; 

in 1973 under Delimitation Act, 1972 and last in 2002 under Delimitation Act, 2002 

·         The commissions’ orders are enforced as per the date specified by the President of 

India. Copies of these orders are laid before the Lok Sabha or the concerned Legislative 

Assembly. No modifications are permitted. 

·         According to the Delimitation Commission Act, 2002, the Delimitation Commission 

appointed by the Centre has to have three members: a serving or retired judge of the 

Supreme Court as the chairperson, and the Chief Election Commissioner or Election 

Commissioner nominated by the CEC and the State Election Commissioner as ex-officio 

members 

·         Recently, the government has constituted a Delimitation Commission, to be headed 

by former Supreme Court judge Ranjana Prakash Desai, to redraw Lok Sabha and 

assembly constituencies of the Union Territory Jammu and Kashmir and the northeastern 

states of Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur and Nagaland.  
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22. Gender Social Norms Index (GSNI) which measures how social beliefs obstruct gender 

equality in areas like politics, work, and education is being released by? 

a) World Economic Forum 

b) UNDP 

c) World Bank 

d) UNESCO 

 Ans: B 

Explanation 

·         Gender Social Norms Index (GSNI) , which measures how social beliefs affect gender 

equality, was recently released by the United Nations Development Programme  

·         Gender disparities are a persistent form of inequality in every country. Despite 

remarkable progress in some areas, no country in the world—rich or poor—has achieved 

gender equality. All too often, women and girls are discriminated against in health, in 

education, at home and in the labour market with negative repercussions for their 

freedoms. 

·         The Gender Social Norms Index (GSNI) measures how social beliefs obstruct gender 

equality in areas like politics, work, and education, and contains data from 75 countries, 

covering over 80 percent of the world’s population. 

·         The analysis reveals that, despite decades of progress closing the equality gap between 

men and women, close to 90 percent of men and women hold some sort of bias against 

women, providing new clues to the invisible barriers women face in achieving equality. 

·         According to the index, about half of the world’s men and women feel that men 

make better political leaders, and over 40 percent feel that men make better business 

executives and that men have more right to a job when jobs are scarce. 

 

23. Consider the following statements regarding India International Science Festival 
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1. The prime objective of the festival is to instil scientific temper among the masses, 

showcase India’s contribution in the field of S&T and encourage translation of its benefits to 

people. 

2. The proposed theme for IISF 2020, ‘Science for Self-Reliant India and Global Welfare’. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2   

Ans : C 

Explanation 

The prime objective of the India International Science Festival is to instill scientific 

temper among the masses, showcase India’s contribution in the field of S&T and 

encourage translation of its benefits to people. 

India International Science Festival (IISF) 2019 is an annual event organised jointly by 

science and technology related Ministries and Departments of the Government of 

India and Vijnana Bharati (Vibha). Vigyan Prasar is the nodal agency to coordinate the IISF 

2019. 

Theme for the year 2019 is RISEN India – Research, Innovation, and Science 

Empowering the Nation. 

The proposed theme for IISF 2020, ‘Science for Self-Reliant India and Global Welfare’. 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1678449  

 

24. Which among the following is/are major ports in India, situated in the east coast 

(along the Bay of Bengal)? 

1. Haldia 

2. Paradip 

3. Marmagao 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1678449
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4. Kandla 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c)  2 and 4 only     

d) 1 and 4 only 

Ans: A 

Explanation 

● Haldia and Paradip is situated in the state of West Bengal and Odisha respectively. These 

are located in the eastern coast along the Bay of Bengal 

● Marmagao and Kandla are ports situated in the state of Goa and Gujarat respectively. 

These are located in western coast along the Arabian Sea. 
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25. Which of the following best describes the term ‘Blue water force’? 

a) A navy whose operations are restricted close to the shore, where the water is muddy. 

b) It is a naval force that is designed to operate in its nations and littoral zones. 

c) Naval force that is able to carry out operations far from its borders, without being required 

to return to its home port to refuel or re-stock 

d) Policy of Portuguese during the 16th century to become masters of Indian Ocean. 

Ans: C 

Explanation 

A Blue Water Navy is one that can go into the vast, deep oceans of the world. A Blue Water 

Force is able to carry out operations far from its borders, without being required to return 

to its home port to refuel or re-stock. Owning one or more aircraft carriers is sometimes seen 

as a marker of a Blue Water Navy. 

Navies are classified in terms of colours.  

● A navy whose operations are restricted close to the shore, where the water is muddy, is 

called a Brown Water Force. 

● A navy that is designed to operate in its nations and littoral zones is called a Green Water 

Force. 

Why in the news?  

Every year, India celebrates December 4 as Navy Day to commemorate Operation Trident – 

a key offensive during the 1971 India-Pakistan War, when the Indian Navy inflicted heavy 

damage on Pakistani vessels in Karachi harbour. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/navy-day-2020-why-india-remembers-

operation-trident-every-year-on-december-4-7092063/lite/  

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/navy-day-2020-why-india-remembers-operation-trident-every-year-on-december-4-7092063/lite/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/navy-day-2020-why-india-remembers-operation-trident-every-year-on-december-4-7092063/lite/

