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MCQ 05.10.2020 TO 10.10.2020 

1. With reference to the National Commission for the Protection of Child Rights 

(NCPCR), consider the following statements. 

1. It is a constitutional body 

2. Under the NCPCR the Child is defined as a person in the 0 to 16 years age group. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and  2 

Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is incorrect: National Commission for the Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) 

is a statutory body under the Commissions for Protection of Child Rights (CPCR) Act, 2005 

under the administrative control of the Ministry of Women & Child Development 

,Government of India.  

● Statement 2 is incorrect: Under the NCPCR the Child is defined as a person in the 0 to 18 

years age group. 

● The Commission’s Mandate is to ensure that all Laws, Policies, Programmes, and 

Administrative Mechanisms are in consonance with the Child Rights perspective as 

enshrined in the Constitution of India and also the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/a-commission-

misguided/article32766923.ece 

 

2.  What is the purpose of the “Char Dham” road project? 

A. Connecting important government offices 

B. Connecting important shrines 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/a-commission-misguided/article32766923.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/a-commission-misguided/article32766923.ece
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C. Connecting four important market places 

D. Connecting important trade routes 

Answer: B 

Explanation: 

The Char Dham project consists of widening and repairing 889-kilometres of national 

highways leading to revered shrines of Kedarnath, Badrinath, Gangotri and Yamunotri 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/chairman-of-chardham-committee-alleges-

violations-of-supreme-court-orders/article32766322.ece  

 

3.  With reference to the National Education Policy, consider the following statements?  

1. It proposes a three language formula 

2. It also focuses on early childhood care 

3. It can also help Skill India Mission 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

A. 1 and 3 only 

B. 2 and 3  only 

C. 1, 2 and 3  

D. 1 and 2  only 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is correct: The three-language policy accentuated the use of a national 

language or a regional language as a medium of instruction till Class 5 of the child. The policy 

calls for schools to provide the option of studying three languages at the school level out of 

which two will be indigenous languages. 

● Statement 2 is correct: The policy also focuses on early childhood care, restructuring 

curriculum and pedagogy; reforming assessments and exams, and investing in teacher 

training and broad-basing their appraisal. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/chairman-of-chardham-committee-alleges-violations-of-supreme-court-orders/article32766322.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/chairman-of-chardham-committee-alleges-violations-of-supreme-court-orders/article32766322.ece
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● Statement 3 is correct: Another laudable aspect of the scheme is the introduction of 

vocational courses with an internship. This will help in Skill India mission in the future 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/english-is-an-indian-

language/article32766945.ece  

 

4. With reference to Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI), consider the 

following statements. 

1. It also deals with the governance related aspects of Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 

2. It has regulatory oversight over the Insolvency Professionals 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is correct: The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) is an  apex 

body for promoting transparency & governance in the administration of the IBC 

● Statement 2 is correct: It is a unique regulator: regulates a profession as well as processes. 

It has regulatory oversight over the Insolvency Professionals, Insolvency Professional 

Agencies, Insolvency Professional Entities and Information Utilities. It writes and enforces 

rules for processes, namely, corporate insolvency resolution, corporate liquidation, 

individual insolvency resolution and individual bankruptcy under the Code. It has recently 

been tasked to promote the development of, and regulate, the working and practices of, 

insolvency professionals, insolvency professional agencies and information utilities and 

other institutions, in furtherance of the purposes of the Code. It has also been designated as 

the ‘Authority’ under the Companies (Registered Valuers and Valuation Rules), 2017 for 

regulation and development of the profession of valuers in the country. 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/english-is-an-indian-language/article32766945.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/english-is-an-indian-language/article32766945.ece
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https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/transforming-business-and-the-insolvency-

system/article32767155.ece 

 

5. In which of the following sectors/areas would you encounter Securities and 

Transaction Tax (STT)?  

A. Stock Market 

B. Some of the Services sectors 

C. Insurance 

D. Import of an item 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

 Securities Transaction Tax (STT) is a type of turnover tax where the investor is obliged to 

pay a tax on the total sum received or paid in a transaction done through an exchange. STT 

is not applicable for commodities and currency transactions and on transactions outside of 

the exchange. It is applicable to securities like shares, debentures, bonds, mutual funds, 

government equity securities, derivatives, etc 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/the-future-of-gst-hangs-in-the-

balance/article32766934.ece  

 

6. “ RAISE 2020” sometimes seen in news, is related to 

A. Climate Change 

B. Sustainable Development Goals 

C. Poverty Reduction 

D. Artificial Intelligence 

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

 It is a global meeting of minds on Artificial Intelligence to drive India’s vision for social 

transformation through responsible AI. 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/transforming-business-and-the-insolvency-system/article32767155.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/transforming-business-and-the-insolvency-system/article32767155.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/the-future-of-gst-hangs-in-the-balance/article32766934.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/the-future-of-gst-hangs-in-the-balance/article32766934.ece
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 The MEITY and NITI Aayog are organising the Mega Virtual Summit AI, RAISE 2020- 

'Responsible AI for Social Empowerment 2020,' from October 5-9, 2020. 

 https://indianexpress.com/article/business/algorithm-transparency-key-to-establishing-

trust-in-ai-tech-pm-modi-6704496/  

 

7. With reference to Blue Dot Network, consider the following statements. 

1. It is focused on the Indo-pacific region 

2. Civil societies are not a part of this 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

 Statement 1 is correct: The BDN was formally announced on 2019 at the Indo-Pacific 

Business Forum in Bangkok, Thailand. It will be led by the US along with Japan and 

Australia. It is expected to serve as a globally recognised evaluation and certification system 

for roads, ports and bridges with a focus on the Indo-Pacific region. 

 Statement 2 is incorrect: It is a multi-stakeholder initiative to bring together 

governments, the private sector and civil society to promote high-quality, trusted 

standards for global infrastructure development. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/external-affairs-minister-jaishankar-heads-

for-tokyo-for-quad-meeting/article32775986.ece   

 

8. Sittwe port is located in? 

A. Pakistan 

B. India 

https://indianexpress.com/article/business/algorithm-transparency-key-to-establishing-trust-in-ai-tech-pm-modi-6704496/
https://indianexpress.com/article/business/algorithm-transparency-key-to-establishing-trust-in-ai-tech-pm-modi-6704496/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/external-affairs-minister-jaishankar-heads-for-tokyo-for-quad-meeting/article32775986.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/external-affairs-minister-jaishankar-heads-for-tokyo-for-quad-meeting/article32775986.ece
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C. Myanmar 

D. Bangladesh 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

 Sittwe Port is a deepwater port constructed by India in 2016 at Sittwe, the capital of Rakhine 

State in Myanmar, on the Bay of Bengal. Situated at the mouth of the Kaladan River, the USD 

120 Million port is being financed by India as a part of the Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit 

Transport Project, a collaboration between India and Myanmar. The project is aimed at 

developing transport infrastructure in southwestern Myanmar and northeastern India 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-gives-myanmar-remdesivir-drug-talks-

security-along-border-6704437/  

 

9.  Consider the following statements about Food Safety and Standards Authority of India 

(FSSAI) 

1. It is an executive body 

2. Heart Attack Rewind is a campaign by FSSAI 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation:  

 Statement 1 is incorrect: Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) is an 

autonomous statutory body established under the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006 

(FSS Act). 

 Statement 2 is correct: Heart Attack Rewind – It is the first mass media campaign of FSSAI. 

It is aimed to support FSSAI’s target of eliminating trans-fat in India by the year 2022. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-gives-myanmar-remdesivir-drug-talks-security-along-border-6704437/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-gives-myanmar-remdesivir-drug-talks-security-along-border-6704437/
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https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/61-rural-consumers-unaware-of-

trans-fat-hazard-says-survey/article32776676.ece  

 

10. What is Kamath Committee related to?  

A. Restructuring of loans 

B. Reducing inflation 

C. Increasing rural demand 

D. Increasing public expenditure on health especially communicable diseases 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has set up a committee headed by K.V. Kamath on 

restructuring of loans impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 The Committee will formulate sector-specific resolution plans for all accounts with total loan 

exposure of Rs.1,500 crore and above. 

 The Committee is tasked to recommend parameters for one-time restructuring of corporate 

loans 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/supreme-court-questions-centre-rbi-on-steps-

taken-to-implement-kamath-panel-report/article32771363.ece  

 

11. Consider the following statements about Nilgiris Biosphere Reserve 

1. It is located in Western Ghats 

2. It is the first biosphere reserve in India 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: C 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/61-rural-consumers-unaware-of-trans-fat-hazard-says-survey/article32776676.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/61-rural-consumers-unaware-of-trans-fat-hazard-says-survey/article32776676.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/supreme-court-questions-centre-rbi-on-steps-taken-to-implement-kamath-panel-report/article32771363.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/supreme-court-questions-centre-rbi-on-steps-taken-to-implement-kamath-panel-report/article32771363.ece
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Explanation: 

 Statement 1 and 2 are correct: The Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve was the first biosphere 

reserve in India established in the year 1986. It is located in the Western Ghats and 

includes 2 of the 10 bio-geographical provinces of India. Wide ranges of ecosystems and 

species diversity are found in this region. Thus, it was a natural choice for the premier 

biosphere reserve of the country. The Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve falls under the 

biogeographic region of the Malabar rain forest. The Mudumalai Wildlife Sanctuary, 

Wyanaad Wildlife Sanctuary Bandipur National Park, Nagarhole National Park, Mukurthi 

National Park and Silent Valley are the protected areas present within this reserve. 

 The Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve is one of the critical  catchment  areas of   peninsular  India. 

Many of  the major tributaries of the river Cauvery  like the Bhavani, Moyar, Kabini and other 

rivers like Chaliyar, Punampuzha, etc., have their source and catchment areas within the 

reserve boundary. Many hydroelectric power projects are present in the Kundah, Bhavani 

and Moyar basins. 

 The sholas and grasslands play a very important role in retaining water and supplying it to 

these streams. A drastic decline in the sholas and grasslands is one of the reasons for the 

recent water scarcity in the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve. 

 https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/residents-fear-sillahalla-hydro-

electric-project-will-lead-to-loss-of-farmlands-impact-wildlife/article31970473.ece  

  

12. The term “Event Horizon”, sometimes seen in news is related to   

A. New turning point in History 

B. Marking of a new key species 

C. Sunrise/Sunset 

D. Black holes 

 Answer: D 

 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/residents-fear-sillahalla-hydro-electric-project-will-lead-to-loss-of-farmlands-impact-wildlife/article31970473.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/residents-fear-sillahalla-hydro-electric-project-will-lead-to-loss-of-farmlands-impact-wildlife/article31970473.ece
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Explanation: 

 A black hole is an astronomical object with a gravitational pull so strong that nothing, not 

even light, can escape it. A black hole's “surface,” called its event horizon, defines the 

boundary where the velocity needed to escape exceeds the speed of light, which is the speed 

limit of the cosmos.  

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/nobel-for-black-hole-physics-6705863/  

  

13.  Consider the following statements about Garib Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyaan 

1. It covers all the Indian states 

2. Aspirational Districts are also added in this 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation: 

 Statement 1 is incorrect: The scheme will empower and provide livelihood opportunities 

to the returnee migrant workers and rural citizens who have returned to their home states 

due to the Covid. A total of 116 districts across six states, namely Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, 

Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Jharkhand and Odisha (where maximum migrant workers have 

returned) have been chosen. 

 Statement 2 is correct: Aspirational Districts are those districts in India which are affected 

by poor socio-economic indicators. The chosen districts include 27 Aspirational 

Districts. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/migrant-workers-crisis-coronavirus-

employment-mgnrega-6705781/  

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/nobel-for-black-hole-physics-6705863/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/migrant-workers-crisis-coronavirus-employment-mgnrega-6705781/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/migrant-workers-crisis-coronavirus-employment-mgnrega-6705781/
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14.  Which of the following wars marked the end of Dutch East India Company’s 

dominance in India? 

A. Battle of Ambur  

B. Battle of Swally  

C. Battle of Chaul  

D. Battle of Colachel  

Answer: D 

 Explanation: 

 Colachel was the location of the battle between the Travancore (Anglicised form of 

Thiruvithaamkoor) King Marthanda Varma (1729–1758) forces led by Anantha 

Padmanaban Nadar and the Dutch East India Company forces led by Admiral Eustachius 

De Lannoy on 10 August 1741. It was the first time in Indian history that an Asian country 

defeated a European naval force  

 Twenty-eight high level Dutch officers, including Admiral D'lennoy, were captured. The 

defeat of the Dutch in Colachael was the turning point of the Travancore-Dutch War. 

D'lennoy went on to serve the Travancore kingdom for the next two decades and was 

promoted to the post of the Valiya kappithan (Senior Admiral) of the Travancore forces. He 

modernised the Travancore army, and built the Nedumkottai, a line of fortifications in the 

north of the kingdom, which held up the army of Tipu Sultan in 1791, during his ill-fated 

invasion of Travancore. D'lennoy is buried in the Udayagiri Fort, also known as Dillanai 

kottai (D'lennoy's fort)  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/conservation-work-just-in-time-

saves-udayagiri-fort/article32786736.ece   

 

15. Which of the following countries is the largest consumer of Gold? 

A. China 

B. India 

C. USA 
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D. UK 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

 China consumes roughly 984 metric tons of gold per year and India consumes approximately 

849 metric tons of gold per year. India is the second largest consumer of the precious metal 

  https://www.thehindu.com/business/gold-imports-plunge-59-to-4-month-

low/article32786473.ece  

 

16. Consider the following statements with respect to the National Investigation Agency 

(NIA) 

1) National Investigation Agency (NIA) was constituted as a statutory body 

2) The officers of NIA don't have the power to investigate offences committed outside India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

National Investigation Agency 

● The National Investigation Agency (NIA) is a central agency established by the Indian 

Government to combat terror in India. 

● NIA was constituted under the NIA Act, 2008.  Thus, it is called a “Statutory Body(Any body 

created by law or an act of Parliament). Hence statement 1 is correct. 

● It was established after the 2008 Mumbai terror attacks as a central agency to combat 

terrorism 

National Investigation Agency (Amendment) Act,2019  

● It amended the National Investigation Agency(NIA)  Act,2008 

https://www.thehindu.com/business/gold-imports-plunge-59-to-4-month-low/article32786473.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/gold-imports-plunge-59-to-4-month-low/article32786473.ece
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The Amendment act provides for 

● A national-level agency to investigate and prosecute offences listed in a schedule (scheduled 

offences).  

● Allows for creation of Special Courts for the trial of scheduled offences. 

Jurisdiction of the NIA 

● The officers of the NIA have the same powers as other police officers in relation to 

investigation of Scheduled offences, across India. 

● In addition, officers of the NIA will have the power to investigate scheduled offences 

committed outside India, subject to international treaties and domestic laws of other 

countries. Hence statement 2 is incorrect. 

● The central government may direct the NIA to investigate such cases, as if the offence has 

been committed in India.   

● The Special Court in New Delhi will have jurisdiction over these cases.  

Scheduled Offences 

● The schedule to the Act specifies a list of offences which are to be investigated and 

prosecuted by the agency.  These include offences under Acts such as the  

➢ Atomic Energy Act, 1962,  

➢ the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act, 1967.   

The Act will allow the NIA to investigate additional offences such as  

➢ human trafficking 

➢ offences related to counterfeit currency or bank notes 

➢  manufacture or sale of prohibited arms,  

➢ cyber-terrorism,  

➢ offences under the Explosive Substances Act, 1908.       

https://prsindia.org/billtrack/national-investigation-agency-amendment-bill-2019  

https://www.businesstoday.in/current/economy-politics/lok-sabha-passes-nia-

amendment-bill-to-give-more-power-to-anti-terror-agency-here-all-you-need-to-

know/story/364609.html 

https://prsindia.org/billtrack/national-investigation-agency-amendment-bill-2019
https://www.businesstoday.in/current/economy-politics/lok-sabha-passes-nia-amendment-bill-to-give-more-power-to-anti-terror-agency-here-all-you-need-to-know/story/364609.html
https://www.businesstoday.in/current/economy-politics/lok-sabha-passes-nia-amendment-bill-to-give-more-power-to-anti-terror-agency-here-all-you-need-to-know/story/364609.html
https://www.businesstoday.in/current/economy-politics/lok-sabha-passes-nia-amendment-bill-to-give-more-power-to-anti-terror-agency-here-all-you-need-to-know/story/364609.html
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http://www.yourarticlelibrary.com/essay/national-investigation-agency-nia-of-

india/24999 

 

17. Nobel prize in physics for the year 2020 is been awarded to Roger Penrose, Reinhard 

Genzel and Andrea Ghez for  

a) Studies that established the existence of black holes. 

b) For the discovery of neutrino oscillations 

c) For the invention of efficient blue light-emitting diodes  

d) For groundbreaking inventions in the field of laser physics 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

● The 2020 Nobel Prize in physics is awarded to Roger Penrose,Reinhard Genzel and Andrea 

Ghez for furthering the understanding of black holes, the most “enigmatic” objects in the 

universe. 

What are black holes? 

● A black hole is formed when stars collapse and can be defined as a space in the universe 

with an escape velocity so strong that even light cannot escape it. 

● Escape velocity is the speed at which an object must travel to override a planet or an object’s 

gravitational force. For instance, for a spacecraft to leave the surface of the Earth, it needs to 

be travelling at a speed of about 40,000 km per hour. 

● Since light cannot get out, black holes are invisible and can only be tracked with the help of 

a space telescope or other special tools. And the reason light cannot escape is mainly that the 

gravity inside a black hole is very strong as a result of a lot of matter being squeezed into a 

small space. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/nobel-prize-physics-2020-roger-penrose-

6705621/  

 

 

http://www.yourarticlelibrary.com/essay/national-investigation-agency-nia-of-india/24999
http://www.yourarticlelibrary.com/essay/national-investigation-agency-nia-of-india/24999
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/nobel-prize-physics-2020-roger-penrose-6705621/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/nobel-prize-physics-2020-roger-penrose-6705621/
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18. Which of the following about Indian Meteorological Department is incorrect? 

1) The India Meteorological Department (IMD) issues meteorological or weather forecasts and 

also issues flood forecasts at various river points.  

2) It is an agency of the Ministry of Earth Sciences of the Government of India. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

● Indian Meteorological Department was established in 1875.  

● It is the National Meteorological Service of the country and the principal government 

agency in all matters relating to meteorology and allied subjects. 

● It is an agency of the Ministry of Earth Sciences of the Government of India. Hence 

statement 2 is correct. 

Mandate of IMD 

● To take meteorological observations and to provide current and forecast meteorological 

information for optimum operation of weather-sensitive activities like agriculture, 

irrigation, shipping, aviation, offshore oil explorations, etc. 

● To warn against severe weather phenomena like tropical cyclones, norwesters, duststorms, 

heavy rains and snow, cold and heat waves, etc., which cause destruction of life and property. 

● To provide meteorological statistics required for agriculture, water resource management, 

industries, oil exploration and other nation-building activities. 

● To conduct and promote research in meteorology and allied disciplines. 

● It issues meteorological or weather forecasts but flood forecasts at various river points 

are issued by the Central Water Commission. Hence statement 1 is incorrect. 
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19.  With reference to ‘Gene Editing’, Consider the following statements 

1. It is a technique precisely used to modify DNA within a cell. 

2. Modifications can be done by addition,removal or altering the DNA of the 

genome. 

3. Crispr-Cas9 is a gene editing tool that uses natural defence mechanism of 

bacteria to alter an organism’s  genetic code.  

Select the correct answer using the given codes 

a)1 and 2 only 

b)1 and 3 only 

c)2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

● Statement 1 and 2 is correct: Genome editing (also called gene editing) is a group of 

technologies that give scientists the ability to change an organism's DNA (or a technique 

used to precisely and efficiently modify DNA within a cell).  

➢ These technologies allow genetic material to be added, removed, or altered at particular 

locations in the genome. 

● Several approaches to genome editing have been developed. A recent one is known as 

CRISPR-Cas9, which is short for clustered regularly interspaced short palindromic 

repeats and CRISPR-associated protein 9 (Cas9) 

● Statement 3 is correct:  CRISPR-Cas9 was adapted from a naturally occurring genome 

editing system in bacteria.  

➢ The bacteria capture snippets of DNA from invading viruses and use them to create DNA 

segments known as CRISPR arrays 

➢ The CRISPR arrays allow the bacteria to "remember" the viruses (or closely related ones). 

If the viruses attack again, the bacteria produce RNA segments from the CRISPR arrays 
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to target the viruses' DNA. The bacteria then use Cas9 or a similar enzyme to cut the DNA 

apart, which disables the virus. 

● The CRISPR-Cas9 system works similarly in the lab. As in bacteria, the modified RNA is 

used to recognize the DNA sequence, and the Cas9 enzyme cuts the DNA at the targeted 

location. 

● Once the DNA is cut, researchers use the cell's own DNA repair machinery to add or delete 

pieces of genetic material, or to make changes to the DNA by replacing an existing segment 

with a customized DNA sequence. 

● Genome editing is of great interest in the prevention and treatment of human diseases. It  

holds promise for the treatment and prevention of more complex diseases such as 

cancer, heart disease, mental illness, and human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection. 

 

20. RAISE 2020 seen in news recently is related to 

a) Marine pollution 

b) Artificial Intelligence 

c) Fight against COVID-19 

d) Space warfare exercise 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

● RAISE 2020 is India’s first Artificial Intelligence summit organized by the Government in 

partnership with Industry & Academia. 

● The RAISE 2020 summit (Responsible AI for Social Empowerment) has brought issues 

around artificial intelligence (AI) to the centre of policy discussions.  

● The summit is a global meeting of minds to exchange ideas to use AI for social empowerment, 

inclusion and transformation in key areas like Healthcare, Agriculture, Education and Smart 

Mobility amongst other sectors. 

● It is being organised by Ministry of Electronics & IT 

What is Artificial Intelligence? 
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● AI is the branch of computer science concerned with developing machines that can complete 

tasks that typically require human intelligence.  

 

21. Which of the following are the factors in the determination of Minimum Support 

Price (MSP). 

1. Cost of production (CoP) 

2. Price trend in the domestic and international markets 

3. Inter-crop price parity 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 Only 

b) 1 and 2 Only 

c) 2 and 3 Only 

d) All the above. 

 Solution – d 

Explanation:  

● Minimum Support Price (MSP) is a form of market intervention by the Government of India 

to insure agricultural producers against any sharp fall in farm prices. 

● MSP is announced every year before the sowing season to provide incentives to farmers for 

raising the production of the crops. 

● It is approved by the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs based on the 

recommendations of the Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP). 

● The Centre currently fixes MSPs for 23 farm commodities — 7 cereals (paddy, wheat, maize, 

bajra, jowar, ragi and barley), 5 pulses (chana, arhar/tur, urad, moong and masur), 7 oilseeds 

(rapeseed-mustard, groundnut, soyabean, sunflower, sesamum, safflower and niger seed) 

and 4 commercial crops (cotton, sugarcane, copra and raw jute). 

● Cost of production (CoP) is one of the important factors in the determination of MSP of 

mandated crops. 
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● Commission for ‘Agricultural Costs and Prices’ (CACP), considers other important factors 

such as demand and supply, price trend in the domestic and international markets, 

inter-crop price parity.  

http://vikaspedia.in/agriculture/market-information/minimum-support-price  

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/minimum-support-price-msp-farmers-

explained-6706253/  

 

22. Consider the following statements about Cannabis 

1) The main active chemical in cannabis is nicotine. 

2) All the states in India have banned the cultivation of Cannabis. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

● Statement 1 is incorrect: Cannabis is a generic term used to denote the several 

psychoactive preparations of the plant Cannabis sativa. The main active chemical in 

cannabis is THC (delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol) (not nicotine) 

● The Mexican term 'marijuana' is frequently used in referring to cannabis leaves or other 

crude plant material in many countries. The unpollinated female plants are called hashish.  

● Cannabis is by far the most widely cultivated, trafficked and abused illicit drug. The 

geographical spread of those seizures is also global, covering practically every country of the 

world. 

● In India, Agencies such as the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) have a tough time checking 

cannabis grown on a large scale in interior areas. Moreover, many cannabis plantations are 

in areas controlled by extremist groups. 

http://vikaspedia.in/agriculture/market-information/minimum-support-price
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/minimum-support-price-msp-farmers-explained-6706253/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/minimum-support-price-msp-farmers-explained-6706253/
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● Surveys by the NCB and some private agencies say much of the marijuana in Manipur has 

been cultivated for at least four decades in Churachandpur, Senapati and Ukhrul districts. 

● Statement 2 is incorrect: States such as Arunachal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and 

Uttarakhand have legalised cultivation and harvest of cannabis for medicinal purposes. 

Health effects of cannabis use 

● Cannabis impairs cognitive development (capabilities of learning) including associative 

processes 

● Cannabis impairs psychomotor performance in a wide variety of tasks, such as motor 

coordination, divided attention, and operative tasks of many types 

● Heavy cannabis consumption is associated with a higher prevalence of symptoms of 

chronic bronchitis  

Therapeutic uses of cannabinoids 

● Several studies have demonstrated the therapeutic effects of cannabinoids for nausea 

and vomiting in the advanced stages of illnesses such as cancer and AIDS 

● Other therapeutic uses of cannabinoids are being demonstrated by controlled studies, 

including treatment of asthma and glaucoma, as an antidepressant, appetite stimulant 

etc 

● Oil extracted from cannabis is known to be useful in strengthening nerves and treating 

people suffering from paralysis. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/what-is-cannabis-marijuana-rhea-

chakraborty-bollywood-drugs-case-6715497/  

 

23. Which of the following statements with respect to Comptroller and Auditor 

General of India (CAG) is incorrect? 

a) CAG is appointed by the President of India by a warrant under his hand and seal. 

b) He holds office for a period of six years or upto the age of 65 years. 

c) He can be removed by the president at any time without parliament's approval. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/what-is-cannabis-marijuana-rhea-chakraborty-bollywood-drugs-case-6715497/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/what-is-cannabis-marijuana-rhea-chakraborty-bollywood-drugs-case-6715497/
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d) The administrative expenses of the office of CAG are charged upon the Consolidated Fund of 

India. 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

● The Comptroller and Auditor-General of India is appointed by the President of India 

following a recommendation by the Prime Minister. On appointment, he/she has to make an 

oath or affirmation before the President of India. 

● He holds office for a period of six years or upto the age of 65 years. 

● The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India is an authority, established by Article 

148 of the Constitution of India, which audits all receipts and expenditure of the Government 

of India and the state governments, including those of bodies and authorities substantially 

financed by the government.  

● The CAG is also the head of the Indian Audit and Accounts Department. 

● He can be removed by the president on the same grounds and in the same manner as 

that of a judge of the supreme court. In other words, he can be removed by the president 

on the basis of a resolution passed to that effect by both the houses of parliament with special 

majority either on the ground of proved misbehaviour or incapacity. Hence option C is 

incorrect. 

● The administrative expenses of the office of CAG including the salaries,allowances and 

pensions of all persons serving in that office are charged upon the Consolidated Fund of 

India and are not subject to vote of parliament. 

 

24. Consider the following pairs of cities and the countries it belong to 

1) Bishkek - Uzbekistan 

2) Nursultan - Kyrgyzstan 

3) Tashkent- Kazakhstan 

Which of the above pairs are correctly matched? 

a) 1 only 
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b) 2 only 

c) 3 only 

d) None of the above 

Answer: D 

Explanation 
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25. Consider the following statements with respect to National Human Rights 

commission 

1. The Chairperson of National Human Rights commission shall be a person who has been the 

Chief Justice of India 

2. The tenure of members of National Human Rights commission is 3 years 

Which of the above statements is/are correct 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 nor 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : B 

Explanation 

● NHRC of India is an independent statutory body established on 12 October, 1993 as per 

provisions of Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993, later amended in 2006. 

● It is the watchdog of human rights in the country, i.e. the rights related to life, liberty, equality 

and dignity of the individual guaranteed by Indian Constitution or embodied in the 

international covenants and enforceable by courts in India. 

● It was established in conformity with the Paris Principles, adopted for the promotion and 

protection of human rights in Paris (October, 1991) and endorsed by the General Assembly 

of the United Nations on 20 December, 1993. 

The NHRC act has been amended recently with the following modifications: 

● that a person who has been a Judge of the Supreme Court is also made eligible to be 

appointed as Chairperson of the Commission in addition to the person who has been the 

Chief Justice of India; Hence statement 1 is incorrect. 

● to increase the Members of the Commission from two to three of which, one shall be a 

woman; 
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● to include Chairperson of the National Commission for Backward Classes, Chairperson of the 

National Commission for Protection of Child Rights and the Chief Commissioner for Persons 

with Disabilities as deemed Members of the Commission; 

● to reduce the term of the Chairperson and Members of the Commission and the State 

Commissions from five to three years and shall be eligible for re-appointment; 

● to provide that a person who has been a Judge of a High Court is also made eligible to be 

appointed as Chairperson of the State Commission in addition to the person who has been 

the Chief Justice of the High Court; and, 

● to confer upon State Commissions, the functions relating to human rights being discharged 

by the Union territories, other than the Union territory of Delhi, which will be dealt with by 

the Commission. 

 

26. Consider the following statements 

1) Anti radiation missiles are space weapons designed to incapacitate or destroy satellites for 

strategic military purposes. 

2) RudraM-I is the first indigeneous anti-radiation missile developed by Defence Research and 

Development Organisation (DRDO) 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

● Statement 1 refers to Anti satellite missile and not anti-radiation missile. 

● An anti-radiation missile can locate and target radiation-emitting sources such as enemy 

radars, communication sites and other radio frequency-emitting targets. Hence statement 

1 is incorrect. 
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● They can play a key role in neutralising any jamming platforms of the enemy or take out 

radar stations, thereby clearing a path for fighter jets to carry out an offensive and prevent 

their own systems from being jammed. 

● RudraM-I is the first indigeneous anti-radiation missile developed by Defence 

Research and Development Organisation (DRDO). Hence statement 2 is correct. 

Why in the news? 

● The RudraM-I was successfully flight-tested onto a radiation target located on Wheeler 

Island off the coast of Odisha recently. The missile was launched from an SU-30 MkI fighter 

aircraft. 

 

27. Consider the following statements about SWAMITVA scheme 

1) It is a scheme for mapping the land parcels in rural inhabited areas using drone technology 

and Continuously Operating Reference Station (CORS). 

2) It was launched by the Ministry of Panchayati Raj. 

Select the correct answer using the given codes 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation  

● The Svamitva (Survey of Villages and Mapping with Improvised Technology in Village 

Areas) Scheme launched by the Ministry of Panchayati Raj. Hence statement 2 is 

correct.  

● It aims to address this gap by creating a geospatial database of all rural properties.  

● The scheme aims at a pan-India cadastral survey facilitated by drones, followed by the 

issuance of property cards to those living in inhabited rural land. Hence statement 1 is 

correct. 
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● The mapping will be done across the country in a phase-wise manner over a period of four 

years - from 2020 to 2024. 

● The scheme will help in streamlining planning and revenue collection in rural areas and 

ensuring clarity on property rights. 

● The scheme will enable creation of better-quality Gram Panchayat Development Plans 

(GPDPs), using the maps created under this programme. 

https://government.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/policy/swamitva-scheme-

empowering-rural-communities-through-land-record-modernization/76725847  

 

28. Consider the following statements with respect to ‘Cytokine storm syndrome’ 

1. It is characterised by the overproduction of immune cells due to dysregulation in the 

immune system process 

2. In the past, it had been associated with the Spanish flu and H1N1 (swine flu) disease 

outbreaks 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 Ans: C 

Explanation 

·         A cytokine storm syndrome or CSS is characterised by the overproduction of immune 

cells and the cytokines themselves because of a dysregulation in the immune system 

process. 

·         Cytokines are signalling proteins that are released by cells at local high concentrations.  

It is triggered when a virus (or antigen) enters the body for the first time. 

·         A cytokine storm can occur due to an infection, auto-immune condition, or other 

diseases.  

https://government.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/policy/swamitva-scheme-empowering-rural-communities-through-land-record-modernization/76725847
https://government.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/policy/swamitva-scheme-empowering-rural-communities-through-land-record-modernization/76725847
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·         Signs and symptoms include high fever, inflammation (redness and swelling), severe 

fatigue, and nausea 

Implications 

·         A severe immune reaction, leading to the secretion of too many cytokines in the 

bloodstream, can be harmful since an excess of immune cells can attack healthy tissue as 

well 

·         Few diseases in which CSS has been seen 

Ø  Spanish Flu in 1918-20 that killed more than 50 million people worldwide 

Ø  H1N1 (swine flu) and  

Ø  H5N1 (bird flu)  

Cytokine responses against human corona viruses 

·         SARS-CoV-1 (which caused SARS), SARS-CoV-2 (which is responsible for the current 

COVID-19 pandemic), and MERS can result in acute lung injury and acute respiratory 

distress syndrome (ARDS) 

·         Correlation with COVID-19: Here a cytokine storm is associated with a surge of 

activated immune cells into the lungs, which, instead of fighting off the antigen, leads to 

lung inflammation and fluid build-up and respiratory distress. 

·         If the clinical features of CSS are not recognised and adequate treatment is not 

promptly instituted, multiple organ failure can result.  

 

29. Which of the following states has become the first Har Ghar Jal State in the country 

by providing tap water connection to every rural household? 

a) Kerala 

b) Karnataka 

c) Andhrapradesh 

d) Goa 

Answer: D 
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Explanation 

● Goa becomes first Har Ghar Jal State in country by providing tap water connection to every 

rural household 

● The state has provided tap water connection to two lakh 30 thousand rural households. 

North Goa with one lakh 65 thousand rural households and South Goa with 98 thousand 

rural households in 191 Gram Panchayats are fully saturated with assured piped water 

supply through tap connections. 

● Jal Shakti Ministry said, Goa’s achievement is an example for other States to emulate and 

ensure every rural home gets tap connection and especially in these times of Covid-19 

pandemic.  

 

30. The Nobel Peace Prize for 2020 is awarded to which of the following institutions? 

a) World Food Programme 

b) Doctors without borders 

c) World Health Organisation 

d) None of the above 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

● The Norwegian Nobel Committee has decided to award the Nobel Peace Prize for 2020 to 

the World Food Programme (WFP) for its efforts to combat hunger. 

● The World Food Programme (WFP) is the food-assistance branch of the United Nations 

and the world's largest humanitarian organization focused on hunger and food security. 

● In 2019, the WFP provided assistance to close to 100 million people in 88 countries who are 

victims of acute food insecurity and hunger. 

● In 2015, eradicating hunger was adopted as one of the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals. 

The WFP is the UN’s primary instrument for realizing this goal. 
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● The World Food Programme was an active participant in the diplomatic process that 

culminated in May 2018 in the UN Security Council’s unanimous adoption of Resolution 

2417, which for the first time explicitly addressed the link between conflict and hunger. 

https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/peace/2020/press-release/  

https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/peace/2020/press-release/

