
OFFICERS IAS ACADEMY 

IAS ACADEMY RUN BY FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS 

1 

Plot No: 935,6th Avenue, Anna Nagar, Chennai-40 

Ph: 044-40483555,9677120226,9677174226 

Web: www.officersiasacademy.com 

DAILY MCQ 23.11.2020 –30.11.2020 

1. The SIMBEX series of exercises is between Indian Navy and which of the following 

country? 

a) South Korea 

b) Seychelles 

c) Singapore 

d) Indonesia 

Solutions: 

Answer: C 

Explanation: Indian Navy is scheduled to host the 27th edition of India - Singapore Bilateral 

Maritime Exercise SIMBEX-20 from November 23 in Andaman Sea.  

 The SIMBEX series of exercises between Indian Navy and Republic of Singapore Navy, being 

conducted annually since 1994, are aimed at enhancing mutual inter-operability and 

imbibing best practices from each other. 

 The 2020 edition of SIMBEX will witness participation by Indian Navy ships including 

destroyer Rana with integral Chetak helicopter and indigenously built corvettes Kamorta 

and Karmuk. 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=1674904 

 

2. Consider the following statements, regarding G-20 . 

1. The G20 is an informal group of 19 countries and the European Union  

2. India is set to host the G-20 summit in 2023,the 75th year of Independence.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=1674904
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Explanation: Both the statements are correct. 

 The G20 is an informal group of 19 countries and the European Union, with 

representatives of the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank. 

 The G20 membership comprises a mix of the world’s largest advanced and emerging 

economies, representing about two-thirds of the world’s population, 85% of global gross 

domestic product, 80% of global investment and over 75% of global trade. 

The objectives of the G20 are: 

 Policy coordination between its members in order to achieve global economic stability, 

sustainable growth; 

 To promote financial regulations that reduce risks and prevent future financial crises; and 

 To create a new international financial architecture. 

 

India is set to host the G-20 summit in 2023, instead of 2022 — the 75th year of 

Independence. Indonesia will assume G-20 presidency in 2022 after a swap with India, 

Indonesian the change of plan was agreed considering that Indonesia would also chair 

the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) in 2023.  

 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-to-host-g20-summit-in-2023-groupings-

declaration/article33156506.ece#:~:text=On%20India%20now%20hosting%20the,Indon

esian%20presidencies%2C%20the%20source%20said. 

 

3. Exercise SITMEX-20 is between which of these following countries? 

a) India, Singapore and Malaysia  

b) India, Sri Lanka and Malaysia  

c) India, Singapore and Thailand  

d) India, U.S and Japan 

Answer: C 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-to-host-g20-summit-in-2023-groupings-declaration/article33156506.ece#:~:text=On%20India%20now%20hosting%20the,Indonesian%20presidencies%2C%20the%20source%20said
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-to-host-g20-summit-in-2023-groupings-declaration/article33156506.ece#:~:text=On%20India%20now%20hosting%20the,Indonesian%20presidencies%2C%20the%20source%20said
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-to-host-g20-summit-in-2023-groupings-declaration/article33156506.ece#:~:text=On%20India%20now%20hosting%20the,Indonesian%20presidencies%2C%20the%20source%20said
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Explanation: Indian Navy (IN) Ships including indigenously built ASW corvette Kamorta 

and missile corvette Karmuk participated in the 2nd edition of India, Singapore and 

Thailand Trilateral Maritime Exercise SITMEX-20. 

 The first edition of SITMEX, hosted by Indian Navy, was conducted off Port Blair in 

September 2019. 

 The SITMEX series of exercises are conducted to enhance mutual inter-operability and 

imbibing best practices between IN, Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN) and Royal Thai Navy 

(RTN). 

 The 2020 edition of the exercise is being hosted by RSN. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/indian-navy-participates-in-two-day-

trilateral-exercise-sitmex-20-in-andaman-sea/article33154462.ece 

 

4. Consider the following statements, regarding India’s Deep Sea Mission 

1. The mission will focus on deep-sea mining, ocean climate change advisory services, 

underwater vehicles and underwater robotics related technologies. 

2. It is being led by Department of Fisheries, Government of India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

Explanation: Statement 1 is correct 

In a major development, India is set to launch an ambitious "Deep Ocean Mission" which 

would explore minerals, energy and marine diversity in the underwater world a big portion 

of which remains unexplored  

 The mission, which is expected to cost over ₹4,000 crore, will give a boost to efforts to 

explore India’s vast Exclusive Economic Zone and Continental Shelf. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/indian-navy-participates-in-two-day-trilateral-exercise-sitmex-20-in-andaman-sea/article33154462.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/indian-navy-participates-in-two-day-trilateral-exercise-sitmex-20-in-andaman-sea/article33154462.ece
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 The mission will also involve developing technologies for different deep ocean initiatives. 

 The mission will focus on deep-sea mining, ocean climate change advisory services, 

underwater vehicles and underwater robotics related technologies. 

 Studying climate change, marine biodiversity and survey for compounds like hydrocarbons 

and minerals are part of the deep ocean mission. 

Statement 2 is incorrect 

 The multi-disciplinary work will be piloted by the Ministry of Earth Science and other 

government departments like the Defence Research and Development Organisation, 

Department of Biotechnology, Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), Council for 

Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) will be stakeholders in this mission. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-to-launch-deep-sea-mission-in-3-4-

months-moes-

official/article33154559.ece#:~:text=India%20will%20soon%20launch%20an,Ministry%

20of%20Earth%20Sciences%20said. 

 

5. Luxembourg recently seen in news borders which of the following countries 

1. Belgium 

2. France 

3. Netherlands 

4. Germany 

Select the correct answer using the following codes 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

d) 1 and 4 only 

Answer: C 

Explanation: Luxembourg is an European country, landlocked by Belgium, France and 

Germany. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-to-launch-deep-sea-mission-in-3-4-months-moes-official/article33154559.ece#:~:text=India%20will%20soon%20launch%20an,Ministry%20of%20Earth%20Sciences%20said
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-to-launch-deep-sea-mission-in-3-4-months-moes-official/article33154559.ece#:~:text=India%20will%20soon%20launch%20an,Ministry%20of%20Earth%20Sciences%20said
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-to-launch-deep-sea-mission-in-3-4-months-moes-official/article33154559.ece#:~:text=India%20will%20soon%20launch%20an,Ministry%20of%20Earth%20Sciences%20said
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-to-launch-deep-sea-mission-in-3-4-months-moes-official/article33154559.ece#:~:text=India%20will%20soon%20launch%20an,Ministry%20of%20Earth%20Sciences%20said
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https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1674160 

 

6. With reference to Cloud burst, consider the following statements: 

1.Any rainfall over 10 mm per hour over a small area is defined as cloud burst. 

2.Cloudbursts can happen only in the mountains or high altitudes. 

3.It takes place only during monsoon season. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A.  1 only  

B. 1 and 3 only  

C. 2 and 3 only  

D.  None of the above  

Correct Answer : None of the above Explanation : D 

•Statement 1 is not correct: The India Meteorological Department (IMD) labels rainfall 

over 100 mm per hour as cloudburst. Usually small areas“ anywhere between 20-80 square 

kilometre are affected. 

•Statement 2 is not correct: A cloudburst can occur anytime and at any place which is 

affected by convective weather systems. Surrounded by oceans on three sides, peninsular 

India is a favoured location for the genesis of convective weather systems. In a short span of 

time, if the right combinations of atmospheric conditions like instability, moisture content 

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1674160
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and triggering mechanisms are available, cloudbursts are possible. It is not necessary that 

cloudbursts happen only in the mountains or high altitudes as the weather systems have 

compatibility and criticality in space and time. 

•Statement 3 is not correct: Cloudburst can occur not only in the monsoon seasons but also 

during March to May which is known for severe convective weather activities 

 

7. Consider the following statements regarding the National Disaster Response Fund 

(NDRF) 

1. NDRF is a specialised force constituted "for the purpose of specialist response to a 

threatening disaster situation or disaster". 

2. The Environment Act ,1986 has the statutory provisions for the constitution of National 

Disaster Response Force (NDRF). 

Which of the above given statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

Explanation:  

Statement 1 is correct. The National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) is a disaster response 

agency under National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) created by the Ministry of 

Home Affairs, Government of India. It is a specialised force constituted "for the purpose of 

specialist response to a threatening disaster situation or disaster". 

Statement 2 is incorrect.  

The Disaster Management Act, 2005 has made the statutory provisions for constitution of 

National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) for the purpose of specialized response to natural 

and man-made disasters. 

Unique Features of the force 
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● The only dedicated disaster response force of the world.  

● The only agency with comprehensive response capabilities having multi-disciplinary and 

multi-skilled, high-tech, stand alone nature.  

● Experienced paramilitary personnel specially trained and equipped for disaster response. 

● Capabilities for undertaking disaster response, prevention, mitigation and capacity building.  

Role and Mandate of NDRF  

● Specialized response during disasters  

● Proactive deployment during impending disaster situations  

● Acquire and continually upgrade its own training and skills  

● Liaison, Reconnaissance, Rehearsals and Mock Drills  

● Impart basic and operational level training to State Response Forces (Police, Civil Defence 

and Home Guards)  

Vis-à-vis Community-  

● All NDRF Bns are actively engaged in various:  

● Community Capacity Building Programme  

● Public Awareness Campaign  

 

8. Consider the following regarding cyclones and anticyclones. 

1. Cyclones have low pressure conditions at their eye, whereas anticyclones have high 

pressure conditions. 

2. Anticyclone moves in anti-clockwise direction in the northern hemisphere. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 Answer: A 
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Explanation: 

 

9. Bhutan does not share a border with which of the following Indian states? 

a) Arunachal Pradesh 

b) Assam 

c) Sikkim 

d) Manipur 

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

Bhutan shares borders with the Indian states of Arunachal Pradesh in its east, Sikkim in the 

west and Assam and West Bengal in the south. 

 

 

10. Consider the following pairs regarding the local names of shifting cultivation across 

the world 

     LIST-I                                      LIST-II 

1. Milpa       A. Malaysia 

2. Jhumming                          B. Mexico 

3. Ladang            C. Brazil         
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4. Roca                                    D. India 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

 1 2 3 4 

a)  B D A C  

b)  C D B A  

c)  A D B C  

d)  B D C A 

Ans : A 

Explanation 

Shifting cultivation is known by different names in different parts of the world  

⮚ Jhum       -   North-East India  

⮚ Milpa       -  Mexico  

⮚ Roca         -  Brazil.  

⮚ Ladang     -  Malaysia 

● Shifting cultivation is practised in the thickly forested areas of Amazon basin, tropical 

Africa, parts of Southeast Asia and Northeast India.  

● These are the areas of heavy rainfall and quick regeneration of vegetation. 

●  A plot of land is cleared by felling the trees and burning them. The ashes are then mixed with 

the soil and crops like maize, yam, potatoes and cassava are grown.  

● After the soil loses its fertility, the land is abandoned and the cultivator moves to a new 

plot.  

● Shifting cultivation is also known as ‘slash and burn’ agriculture. 

 

11. Consider the following statements regarding extra tropical cyclones:  

1.They are formed along the polar front.  

2.They can originate over both land and sea.  

3.They move from west to east.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
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A.  1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer : D 

Explanation :  

The systems developing in the mid and high latitude, beyond the tropics are called the middle 

latitude or extra tropical cyclones. The passage of front causes abrupt changes in the weather 

conditions over the area in the middle and high latitudes. Extra tropical cyclones form along 

the polar front. 

The extra tropical cyclone differs fromthe tropical cyclone in number of ways. 

•The extra tropical cyclones have a clear frontal system which is not present in the tropical 

cyclones. 

•They cover a larger area and can originate over the land and sea. Whereas the tropical 

cyclones originate only over the seas and on reaching the land they dissipate. 

•The extra tropical cyclone affects a much larger area as compared to the tropical cyclone. 

The wind velocity in a tropical cyclone is much higher and it is more destructive. 

•The extra tropical cyclones move from west to east but tropical cyclones move from east to 

west. 

 

12. Consider the following statements about Mega food parks 

1) The primary objective of the Scheme is to provide modern infrastructure facilities for the 

food processing along the value chain from farm to market. 

2) Functioning of Mega Food Parks is closely monitored by the Ministry of Agriculture and 

Farmers Welfare 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 
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c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

● The Mega Food Parks scheme aims to provide a mechanism to bring together farmers, 

processors and retailers and link agricultural production to the market so as to ensure 

maximization of value addition, minimization of wastages and improving farmers’ 

income 

● Statement 1 is correct: The primary objective of the Scheme is to provide modern 

infrastructure facilities for the food processing along the value chain from farm to market 

with a cluster based approach based on a hub and spokes model 

● It includes creation of infrastructure for primary processing and storage near the farm in 

the form of Primary Processing Centres (PPCs) and Collection Centres (CCs) and 

common facilities and enabling infrastructure like roads, electricity, water, ETP facilities etc. 

at Central Processing Centre (CPC) 

➢ These PPCs and CCs act as aggregation and storage points to feed raw material to the food 

processing units located in the CPC 

● Food Processing being capital incentive activity, common facilities are created at CPC to 

be used by the processing units on hire basis. This helps in reducing the cost of individual 

units significantly and makes them more viable 

● The scheme envisages a one-time capital grant of 50% of the project cost (excluding land 

cost) subject to a maximum of Rs 50 crore in general areas and 75% of the project cost 

(excluding land cost) subject to a ceiling of Rs. 50 crore in difficult and hilly areas i.e. North 

East Region including Sikkim,  Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand and 

Integrated Tribal Development Project (ITDP) and notified areas of the states 

● Statement 2 is incorrect: Functioning of Mega Food Parks is closely monitored by the 

Ministry of Food Processing Industries (not Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare) 

through a well-established mechanism that includes detailed scrutiny of the periodical 
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progress reports of the project by the Programme Management Agency (PMA). The Mega 

Food Park project is implemented by a Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) which is a Body 

Corporate registered under the Companies Act 

Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) 

● SPV is an entity which is formed for a single, well-defined and narrow purpose 

● Also called a special purpose entity (SPE), it is a subsidiary created by a parent company 

to isolate financial risk. Its legal status as a separate company makes its obligations secure 

even if the parent company goes bankrupt 

Why in the news? 

Union Minister for Food Processing Industries, Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Rural 

Development and Panchayati Raj virtually inaugurated Mega Food Park (MFP) at Phagwara 

in Kapurthala district of Punjab recently. 

 

13. Which among the following countries are members of both SAARC and BIMSTEC? 

a) Thailand and Myanmar 

b) Pakistan and Srilanka 

c) Myanmar and Bhutan 

d) Bhutan and Bangladesh  

Answer: D 

Explanation:  

●        The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) is a regional 

intergovernmental organization and geopolitical union consists of 8 member states-- 

Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan,Nepal, India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Maldives. 

http://saarc-sec.org/about-saarc 

●        The Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation 

(BIMSTEC) is a regional organization comprising seven Member States lying in the 

littoral and adjacent areas of the Bay of Bengal constituting a contiguous regional 

unity.  

http://saarc-sec.org/about-saarc
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●        This sub-regional organization came into being on 6 June 1997 through the Bangkok 

Declaration. 

●         It constitutes seven Member States: five deriving from South Asia, including Bangladesh, 

Bhutan, India, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and two from Southeast Asia, including Myanmar and 

Thailand. 

https://bimstec.org/?page_id=189 

 

14. Which of the following is/are applications of Gold nano particles? 

1) Used to convert the greenhouse gas carbon dioxide into methane 

2) Used for drug delivery in biological and medical applications 

3) Used as contrast agents in the diagnosis of heart diseases 

4) Used to desalinate seawater to produce drinking water  

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 2,3 and 4 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1,2 and 3 only 

d) 1,2,3 and 4 

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

Gold Nano Particles: 

● Gold nanoparticles (AuNPs) are small gold particles with a diameter of 1 to 100 nm 

which, once dispersed in water, are also known as colloidal gold. 

Applications of Gold nano particles: 

● Used to convert the greenhouse gas carbon dioxide into methane 

● Used for drug delivery in biological and medical applications 

● Used as contrast agents in the diagnosis of heart diseases 

● Used to desalinate seawater to produce drinking water  

● Used as biolabels 

https://bimstec.org/?page_id=189
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● biosensor applications 

Hence all are applications of Gold Nano Particles. 

 

15. Which of the following conditions/phenomena influences the Indian Monsoon? 

1. The differential heating and cooling of land and water 

2. Intense heating of the Tibetan plateau during summer  

3. The presence of the low-pressure area to the east of Madagascar  

4. Presence of the tropical easterly jet stream over the Indian peninsula during summer. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a)  1 and 2 only 

b) 1, 2 and 3 only  

c) 1, 2 and 4 only  

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4  

Answer : C 

Explanation 

To understand the mechanism of the monsoons, the following facts are important 

● The differential heating and cooling of land and water creates low pressure on the 

landmass of India while the seas around experience comparatively high pressure. 

● The shift of the position of Inter Tropical Convergence Zone (ITCZ) in summer, over the 

Ganga plain (this is the equatorial trough normally positioned about 5°N of the equator. It is 

also known as the monsoon trough during the monsoon season). 

● The presence of the high-pressure area (not low pressure area) east of Madagascar, 

approximately at 20°S over the Indian Ocean. The intensity and position of this high-

pressure area affects the Indian Monsoon. 

● The Tibetan plateau gets intensely heated during summer, which results in strong 

vertical air currents and the formation of low pressure over the plateau at about 9 km above 

sea level. 
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● The movement of the westerly jet stream to the north of the Himalayas and the presence of 

the tropical easterly jet stream over the Indian peninsula during summer. 

⮚ The formation of Tropical easterly jet stream results in the reversal of upper air 

circulation patterns [High pressure switches to low pressure] and leads to the quick 

onset of monsoons. 

 

16. The ‘Anti-dumping duty’ refers to  

(a) A tariff that a domestic government imposes on foreign imports that it believes are priced 

below fair market value  

(b) An import tax imposed on certain goods in order to counter export subsidies 

(c) A tax imposed on imports and exports of goods on valorem basis. 

(d) None of the above  

Answer: A 

Explanation:  

Option A is correct: An anti-dumping duty is a protectionist tariff that a domestic 

government imposes on foreign imports that it believes are priced below fair market value. 

Dumping is a process where a company exports a product at a price lower than the price it 

normally charges on its own home market. 

Option B is incorrect: Countervailing Duties (CVDs) are tariffs levied on imported goods to 

offset subsidies made to producers of these goods in the exporting country. CVDs are meant 

to level the playing field between domestic producers of a product and foreign producers of 

the same product who can afford to sell it at a lower price because of the subsidy they receive 

from their government 

Option C is incorrect:  Customs Duty is a tax imposed on imports and exports of goods. 

Description: The rates of customs duties are either specific or on ad valorem basis, that is, it 

is based on the value of goods 

Why in the news? 

https://www.investopedia.com/terms/s/subsidy.asp
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The textile and clothing sector has urged the Centre to remove anti dumping duty (ADD) 

on viscose fibre and address problems related to inverted duty structure in Man Made Fibre 

(MMF) segment for the industry to benefit from the recently announced Production Linked 

Incentive (PLI) scheme. 

 

17. With reference to the Inverted duty structure, consider the following statements.  

1. It is a situation where import duty on raw materials is low compared to the import duty on  

finished goods  

2. Government uses such a tax regime to boost the competitiveness of domestic industries 

against imported finished goods.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: D  

Explanation:  

● Statement 1 is incorrect: Inverted duty structure is a situation where import duty on 

finished goods is low compared to the import duty on raw materials that are used in the 

production of such finished goods.  

● For example, suppose the tariff on the import of tyres is 10% and the tariff on the imports 

of natural rubber which is used in the production of tyres is 20%; this is a case of inverted 

duty structure.  

● When the import duty on raw materials is high, it will be more difficult to produce the 

concerned good domestically at a competitive price. Several industries depend on imported 

raw materials and components.  

● High tax on the raw materials compels them to raise prices. On the other hand, foreign 

finished goods will be coming at a reduced price because of low tax advantage. In conclusion, 
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manufactured goods by the domestic industry become uncompetitive against imported 

finished goods. Hence, statement 2 is incorrect.  

● The disadvantage of the inverted duty structure increases with the increased use of 

imported raw materials. An inverted duty structure discourages domestic value addition.  

Why in the news? 

The textile and clothing sector has urged the Centre to remove anti dumping duty (ADD) 

on viscose fibre and address problems related to inverted duty structure in Man Made 

Fibre (MMF) segment for the industry to benefit from the recently announced Production 

Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme. 

 

18. Consider the following statements about PRAGATI(Pro-Active Governance And 

Timely Implementation) Scheme. 

1. It is a multi-purpose and multi-modal platform that is aimed at addressing common man’s 

grievances, and simultaneously monitoring and reviewing important programmes directly 

by the Prime Minister. 

2. It is a three-tier system  comprising of  the  Prime Minister office,  Chief Secretaries of the 

States and the Local Government Officials. 

Which of the above statements is/are  correct? 

a) 1 only                           

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2              

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

Explanation:  

PRAGATI, a multimodal platform launched by  PrimeMinister in 2015 for addressing 

grievances,monitoring and reviewing  important programmes.This is the ultimate aim of 

the initiative. 
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The PRAGATI platform uniquely bundles three latest technologies: Digital data 

management, video-conferencing and geo-spatial technology. 

So,Statement 1 is correct. 

Key Features of the Pragati Initiative: 

● Prime Minister will hold a monthly programme where he will interact with the Government 

of India Secretaries, and Chief Secretaries through Video-conferencing enabled by data and 

geo-informatics visuals;  

● It is a three-tier system (PMO, Union Government Secretaries, and Chief Secretaries of 

the States).There is no involvement of local government officials in the programme. 

So,the statement 2 is incorrect. 

● Issues to be flagged before the PM are picked up from the available database regarding Public 

Grievances, on-going Programmes and pending Projects. 

● The system will ride on, strengthen and re-engineer the data bases of the CPGRAMS for 

grievances, Project Monitoring Group (PMG) and the Ministry of Statistics and Programme 

Implementation. PRAGATI provides an interface and platform for all these three aspects. 

● It will take into consideration various correspondences to PM’s office by the common people 

or from high dignitaries of States and/or developers of public projects. 

Why in the news?  

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi chairs thirty-third interaction through PRAGATI – the 

ICT based multi-modal platform for Pro-Active Governance and Timely Implementation, 

involving Central and State governments. 

 

19. Consider the following statements related to Unified Mobile Application for New-age 

Governance (UMANG)  

1) It provides a single platform for all Indian citizens to access pan India e-Government services 

ranging from central to local government bodies and other citizen centric services. 

2) It is a Digital India initiative of the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology. 
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Which of the statements given above is/ are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only  

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

● Umang App provides a single platform for all Indian citizens to access pan India e-

Government services ranging from central to local government bodies and other citizen 

centric services. 

● It is a unified, secure, multi-channel, multi-platform, multi-lingual, multi-service mobile app. 

● It is a Digital India initiative of the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology 

(MeitY) launched in 2017. 

Features: 

● It provides seamless integration with popular customer centric services like Aadhaar and 

Digilocker. 

● It provides a unified approach where one can install one application to avail multiple 

government services. 

● It can be accessed on multiple channels like mobile application, web, and SMS which can be 

accessed through smartphones, tablets and desktops. 

● It has a rich multimedia interface with a focus on maximizing usability and enriching user 

experience. 

 

20. Consider the following statements with respect to National Disaster Relief Fund 

(NDRF) 

1. It is a fund managed collectively by Central Government and state government  

2. Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) audit the accounts of NDRF 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
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a) 1 only 

b) 2 only  

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation: 

National Calamity Contingency Fund (NCCF) was renamed as National Disaster Response 

Fund (NDRF) with the enactment of the Disaster Management Act in 2005.It is defined in 

Section 46 of the Disaster Management Act, 2005 

Statement 1 is incorrect:It is a fund managed by the Central Government (not 

collectively by central and state government) for meeting the expenses for emergency 

response, relief and rehabilitation due to any threatening disaster situation or disaster. 

Key features of NDRF 

● Located in the “Public Accounts” of Government of India under “Reserve Funds not bearing 

interest“ 

● Department of Agriculture and Cooperation under Ministry of Agriculture (MoA) monitors 

relief activities for calamities associated with drought, hailstorms, pest attacks and cold wave 

/frost while rest of the natural calamities are monitored by Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) 

● Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) audits the accounts of NDRF.So, statement 

2 is correct. 

Sources of Financing NDRF 

● Financed through the levy of a cess on certain items, chargeable to excise and customs duty, 

and approved annually through the Finance Bill 

● The requirement for funds beyond what is available under the NDRF is met through general 

budgetary resources 

● Currently, a National Calamity Contingency Duty (NCCD) is levied to finance the NDRF and 

additional budgetary support is provided as and when necessary 
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● A provision also exists in the DM Act to encourage any person or institution to make a 

contribution to the NDRF. 

 

21. Which of the following statements is incorrect? 

a) A voluntary license is an arrangement whereby a patent holder may allow others to 

manufacture, import, and/or distribute its patented drug. 

b) Compulsory licenses are authorizations given to a third-party to make, use or sell a particular 

product or use a particular process which has been patented, without the need of the 

permission of the patent owner.  

c) Compulsory licensing is recognised at both national as well as international levels, with 

express mention in both (Indian) Patent Act, 1970 and TRIPS Agreement. 

d) India has never used the provision of compulsory licensing so far.  

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

What is voluntary licensing? 

● A voluntary license is an arrangement whereby a patent holder may allow others to 

manufacture, import, and/or distribute its patented drug. 

What is compulsory licensing? 

● Compulsory licenses are authorizations given to a third-party to make, use or sell a 

particular product or use a particular process which has been patented, without the need 

of the permission of the patent owner.  

● This concept is recognised at both national as well as international levels, with express 

mention in both (Indian) Patent Act, 1970 and TRIPS Agreement. There are certain pre-

requisite conditions which need to be fulfilled if a compulsory license is to be granted in 

favour of someone. 

● Section 92 of the Indian Patent Act enables grant of compulsory licensing in circumstances 

of national emergency or extreme urgency. 

Did India ever use compulsory licencing? 
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● India has used compulsory licensing only once in 2012 for Sorafenib, an anticancer drug. 

(Hence option D is incorrect)  

Is this the same as tearing up the patent? 

● The patent owner still has rights over the patent, including a right to be paid compensation 

for copies of the products made under the compulsory licence. 

Does there have to be an emergency? 

● The TRIPS Agreement does not specifically list the reasons that might be used to justify 

compulsory licensing. However, the Doha Declaration on TRIPS and Public Health confirms 

that countries are free to determine the grounds for granting compulsory licences, and 

to determine what constitutes a national emergency. 

Prerequisites for issuing Compulsory license under TRIPS agreement 

● Normally the person or company applying for a licence has to have tried, within a reasonable 

period of time, to negotiate a voluntary licence with the patent holder on reasonable 

commercial terms. Only if that fails can a compulsory licence be issued, and - even when a 

compulsory licence has been issued, the patent owner has to receive adequate remuneration 

taking into account the economic value of the authorization. 

● Compulsory licensing must meet certain additional requirements: the scope and duration 

of the licence must be limited to the purpose for which it was granted, it cannot be given 

exclusively to licensees (e.g. the patent-holder can continue to produce), and it should be 

subject to legal review. 

● Only when there is a national emergency or other circumstances of extreme urgency  the 

first step of negotiating a voluntary licence can be bypassed in order to save time.  

Who can use the option to grant a compulsory licence? 

● The option is available to all members for the purpose of local manufacturing or import. 

Amended TRIPS agreement 

● TRIPS Agreement has been amended to provide for an additional type of compulsory 

licensing. This change follows a decision at the 2001 Doha Ministerial Conference when 
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Ministers recognized that countries unable to manufacture pharmaceuticals should be able 

to obtain cheaper copies produced under compulsory licences elsewhere if necessary.  

● The idea is that if such a country needs to turn to the option of compulsory licensing to 

produce needed affordable pharmaceuticals, producers overseas can step up and supply that 

need, even if a compulsory licence is needed in that country.  

● It's therefore a compulsory licence specially for production in one country, for export, 

to meet the public health needs of one or more other countries.  

Which products are covered by this mechanism? 

● According to theAmended TRIPS Agreement, the mechanism covers pharmaceutical 

products, including medicines, vaccines and diagnostics, needed to fight an epidemic. 

 

22. The Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority 

(APEDA) is mandated with the responsibility of export promotion for which of the 

following products? 

1. Dairy Products 

2. Herbal and Medicinal Plants 

3. Alcoholic and Non-Alcoholic Beverages 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: D 

Explanation 

The Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA) was 

established by the Government of India under the Agricultural and Processed Food Products 

Export Development Authority Act 1985.The Authority replaced the Processed Food Export 
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Promotion Council (PFEPC) APEDA, under the Ministry of Commerce and Industries 

promotes export of agricultural and processed food products from India. 

APEDA is mandated with the responsibility of export promotion and development of 

the following scheduled products 

● Fruits, Vegetables and their Products 

● Meat and Meat Products 

● Poultry and Poultry Products 

● Dairy Products 

● Confectionery, Biscuits and Bakery Products 

● Honey, Jaggery and Sugar Products 

● Cocoa and its products, chocolates of all kinds 

● Alcoholic and Non-Alcoholic Beverages 

● Cereal and Cereal Products 

● Groundnuts, Peanuts and Walnuts 

● Pickles, Papads and Chutneys 

● Guar Gum 

● Floriculture and Floriculture Products 

● Herbal and Medicinal Plants 

Other Functions: 

● Fixing of standards and specifications for the scheduled products for the purpose of exports; 

● Carrying out inspection of meat and meat products in slaughterhouses, processing plants, 

storage premises, conveyances or other places where such products are kept or handled for 

the purpose of ensuring the quality of such products; 

● Improving of packaging of the Scheduled products; 

● Improving of marketing of the Scheduled products outside India; 

● Collection of statistics from the owners of factories or establishments engaged in the 

production, processing, packaging, marketing or export of the scheduled products or from 



OFFICERS IAS ACADEMY 

IAS ACADEMY RUN BY FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS 

25 

Plot No: 935,6th Avenue, Anna Nagar, Chennai-40 

Ph: 044-40483555,9677120226,9677174226 

Web: www.officersiasacademy.com 

such other persons as may be prescribed on any matter relating to the scheduled products 

and publication of the statistics so collected or of any portions thereof or extracts therefrom; 

Why in the news? 

APEDA holds Virtual Buyer Seller Meet with Germany recently.  

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1676056  

 

23. Which of the following is/are the major focus areas of UNDP India's country 

programme for 2018-2022 ? 

1. Inclusive growth 

2. Environment and energy 

3. Strengthening systems and institutions 

4. Science and Astronomy 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 1 and 4 only 

b) 1,2 and 3 only 

c) 1,2 and 4 only 

d) 1,2,3 and 4 

Answer: B 

Explanation 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 

● The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) works in almost 170 countries 

and territories, helping to achieve the eradication of poverty, and the reduction of 

inequalities and exclusion, while protecting the planet. 

● It helps countries to develop strong policies, leadership skills, partnering abilities, 

institutional capabilities and build resilience so they can sustain their progress. 

● In order to achieve its mandate, UNDP relies entirely on voluntary contributions from 

UN Member States, multilateral organizations, private sector and other sources. 

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1676056
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UNDP and India UNDP has worked in India since 1951 in almost all areas of human 

development, from systems and institutional strengthening to inclusive growth and 

sustainable livelihoods, as well as sustainable energy, environment and resilience.  

● In 1952, the Government of India and UNDP entered into a basic agreement to govern 

UNDP’s assistance to the Special Agreement on the Technical Assistance between UN 

organizations and the Government of India.  

● UNDP has supported India for the last five decades, both at the federal and provincial levels, 

in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) through mainstreaming, 

acceleration and policy support 

● With over 30 projects on the ground in almost every state, today UNDP India works to 

achieve the Sustainable Development Goals by transforming traditional models to do 

development differently.   

UNDP India's country programme for 2018-2022 

● The Country Programme (2018-2022) is formulated in close consultation with the 

Government and guided by both the current and new UNDP strategic plans 

● The Department of Economic Affairs, Government of India is the designated nodal 

department which approves and signs the Country Programme Action Plan (CPAP) with 

UNDP.  

● The programme is nationally executed and implemented by a range of partners 

including government ministries, state governments, district authorities, civil society 

organizations, NGOs and other UN agencies. 

UNDP India's country programme for 2018-2022 has three major focus areas: 

● Inclusive growth 

● Environment and energy 

● Strengthening systems and institutions 

● Science and Astronomy is not among the major focus areas of this programme 
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These are supported by a framework of renewed partnerships and blended finance 

solutions, a pool of financial and technical resources for greater impact and scale and South-

South expertise. 

Why in the news? 

● UNDP and Invest India have launched the SDG Investor Map for India, laying out 18 

Investment Opportunities Areas (IOAs) in six critical SDG enabling sectors, that can help 

India push the needle forward on Sustainable Development. 

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1675985  

 

24. Consider the following pairs of states and their predominant tribal groups 

                List I   List II 

1) Juangas - Odisha 

2) Moran  -  Assam 

3) Saharia -  Rajasthan 

4) Toda  -  Kerala 

5) Bodo  -  Assam 

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched? 

a) 1,2 and 3 only 

b) 2,3,4 and 5 only 

c) 1,2,3 and 5 only 

d) 1,2,3,4 and 5 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

According to Article 366(25) of the Constitution, Scheduled Tribes are those communities 

who are scheduled in accordance with Article 342 of the Constitution. Article 342 of the 

Constitution says that: The Scheduled Tribes are the tribes or tribal communities or 

part of or groups within these tribes and tribal communities which have been 

declared as such by the President through a public notification. 

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1675985
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Major Tribes in India:  

1. Jammu and Kashmir: Gaddi, Garra, Mon, Purigpa, Sippi, Bakarwal, Balti. 

2. Himachal Pradesh: Gaddis, Gujjars, Khas, Lamba, Pangwala, Lahaulas, Swangla. 

3. Uttarakhand: Bhotias, Buksa, Khas, Jannsari, Raji, Tharu. 

4. Uttar Pradesh: Jaunsari, Kol, Raji, Tharu, Bhotia. 

5. Rajasthan: Bhils, Damaria, Dhanka, Meenas, Sahariya, Patelia. 

6. Gujarat: Paradhi, Patelia, Barda, Bamcha, Bhil, Charan, Dhodia, Gamta. 

7. Maharashtra: Katkari, Khond, Rathawa, Warlis, Bhaina, Bhunjia, Dhodia. 

8. Goa: Siddi, Varli, Dhodia, Dubia, Naikda. 

9. Karnataka: Adiyan, Barda, Gond, Bhil, Iruliga, Koraga, Yerava and Patelia. 

10. Kerala: Adiyan, Arandan, Kurumbas, Malai arayan, Moplahs, Uralis. 

11. Tamil Nadu: Adiyan, Aranadan, Irular, Kadar, Kanikar, Kotas, Todas. 

12. Madhya Pradesh: Baigas, Bhils, Bharia,Saharia, Birhors, Gonds,Katkari, kharia, Khond, Kol, 

Murias. 

13. Chhattisgarh: Agariya, Bhaina, Bhattra, Biar, Khond, Mawasi, Nagasia. 

14. Andhra Pradesh: Andh, Sadhu Andh, Bhagata, Bhil, Chenchus, Gadabas, Gond, Goundu, 

Jatapus, Kammara, Kattunayakan, Kolawar, Kolam, Konda, Manna Dhora, Pardhan, Rona, 

Savaras, Nakkala, Dhulia, Thoti, Sugalis. 

15. Odisha: Gadaba, Ghara, Kharia, Matya, Oraons, Santhals, Rajuar,Juangas 

16. Jharkhand: Gonds, Kharia, Mundas, Santhals, Savar, Birhors, Bhumij. 

17. Bihar: Asur, Baiga, Birhor, Birjia, Chero, Gond, Parhaiya, Santhals, Savar. 

18. West Bengal: Asur, Khond, Hajong, Ho, Parhaiya, Rabha, Santhals, Savar. 

19. Sikkim: Bhutia, Khas, Lepchas. 

20. Arunachal Pradesh: Sherdukpen, Singpho, Apatanis, Abor, Dafla, Galong, Momba. 

21. Assam: Chakma, Chutiya,Bodo, Dimasa, Hajong, Garos, Khasis, Gangte,Moran 

22. Manipur: Aimol, Angami, Chiru, Kuki, Maram, Monsang, Paite, Purum, Thadou. 

23. Meghalaya: Jaintias Khasis, Lakher, Pawai, Raba, Chakma, Garos, Hajong. 

24. Mizoram: Khasi, Kuki, Lakher, Pawai, Raba, Synteng, Chakma, Dimasa. 
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25. Nagaland: Mikir, Nagas, Sema, Angami, Garo, Kachari, Kuki. 

26. Tripura: Chakma, Halam, Khasia, Lushai, Mizel, Namte, Bhil, Bhutia, Chaimal. 

27. Andaman and Nicobar: Oraons, Onges, Shompens, Sentinelese. 

28. North-East: Singpho, Wancho, Abhors, Chang, Galaong, Mishimi. 

 

25. Consider the following statements with reference to ‘Warli Paintings’. 

1. Geometrical figures like triangle, circle and square are used to represent human figures. 

2. For painting only white pigment is used, which is made of a mixture of gum and rice 

powder. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2   

Answer: C 

Explanation:  

Both the statements are correct. 

● Maharashtra is known for its Warli folk paintings.  

● Warli is the name of the largest tribe found on the northern outskirts of Mumbai, in Western 

India.  

● Women are mainly engaged in the creation of these paintings.  

● These paintings do not depict mythological characters or images of deities, but depict social 

life.  

● Images of human beings and animals, along with scenes from daily life are created in a loose 

rhythmic pattern.  

● These tribal paintings of Maharashtra are traditionally done in the homes of the Warlis.  
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● Painted white on mud walls, they are pretty close to prehistoric cave paintings in execution 

and usually depict scenes of human figures engaged in activities like hunting, dancing, 

sowing and harvesting. 

● Geometrical figures like triangle, circle and square are used to represent human 

figures. 

● For painting only white pigment is used, which is made of a mixture of gum and rice 

powder. 

Why in the news? 

Lok Virasat- a festival of films on folk art and painting is about to start.  

https://knowindia.gov.in/culture-and-heritage/folk-and-tribal-art/warli-folkpainting.php   

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1676133  

 

26. Arrange the following  industries in the increasing order of their weightage in Index 

of Eight core industries. 

1. Cement 

2. Electricity 

3. Refinery products 

4. Coal 

5. Fertilizers 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 5-1-4-2-3 

b) 1-5-2-4-3 

c) 3-2-4-1-5 

d) 2-3-4-5-1 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

● The monthly Index of Eight Core Industries (ICI) is a production volume index. 

https://knowindia.gov.in/culture-and-heritage/folk-and-tribal-art/warli-folkpainting.php
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1676133
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●  The objective of the ICI is to provide an advance indication on production performance 

of industries of ‘core’ nature before the release of Index of Industrial Production (IIP) 

by Central Statistics Office.  

●  The Eight Core Industries comprise 40.27 per cent of the weight of items included in the 

Index of Industrial Production (IIP).  

● These industries are likely to impact on general economic activities as well as industrial 

activities. 

● ICI measures collective and individual performance of production in selected eight core 

industries viz. Coal, Crude Oil, Natural Gas, Petroleum Refinery Products, Fertilizers, Steel, 

Cement and Electricity. Components covered in these eight industries for the purpose of 

compilation of index are as follows: 

● Coal – Coal Production excluding Coking coal.(weight: 10.33 per cent) 

● Crude Oil – Total Crude Oil Production.(weight: 8.98 per cent) 

● Natural Gas – Total Natural Gas Production.(weight: 6.88 per cent) 

● Refinery Products – Total Refinery Production (in terms of Crude Throughput). (weight: 

28.04 per cent)  

● Fertilizer – Urea, Ammonium Sulphate (A/S), Calcium Ammonium Nitrate (CAN), 

Ammonium chloride (A/C), Diammonium Phosphate (DAP), Complex Grade Fertilizer and 

Single superphosphate (SSP).  (weight: 2.63 per cent) 

● Steel – Production of Alloy and Non-Alloy Steel only. (weight: 17.92 per cent)  

● Cement – Production of Large Plants and Mini Plants. (weight: 5.37 per cent)  

● Electricity – Actual Electricity Generation of Thermal, Nuclear, Hydro, imports from 

Bhutan.(weight: 19.85 per cent) 

The Index is compiled and released by Office of the Economic Adviser (OEA), Department 

for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), Ministry of Commerce & 

Industry, Government of India. 
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27. Consider the following statements with respect to the National Clean Air Programme 

1. It aims to achieve a national-level target of 80-90% reduction of PM2.5 and PM10 

concentration between 2017 and 2024 

2. Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) is executing this nation-wide programme 

Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 Answer: A 

Explanation 

National Clean Air Programme (NCAP)  

·         Launched in January 2019, it is the first ever effort in the country to frame a national 

framework for air quality management with a time-bound reduction target. 

·         The plan includes 102 non-attainment cities, across 23 states and Union territories, 

which were identified by Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) on the basis of their 

ambient air quality data between 2011 and 2015 

·         Non-attainment cities are those which have been consistently showing poorer air 

quality than the National Ambient Air Quality Standards. These include Delhi, Varanasi, 

Bhopal, Kolkata, Noida, Muzaffarpur, and Mumbai 

Key features 

·         Target: Achieve a national-level target of 20-30% reduction (80-90 %) of PM2.5 and 

PM10 concentration by between 2017 and 2024. 

·         Implementation: Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) will execute this nation-

wide programme in consonance with the section 162 (b) of the Air (Prevention and Control 

of Pollution) Act. 



OFFICERS IAS ACADEMY 

IAS ACADEMY RUN BY FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS 

33 

Plot No: 935,6th Avenue, Anna Nagar, Chennai-40 

Ph: 044-40483555,9677120226,9677174226 

Web: www.officersiasacademy.com 

·         As part of the programme, the Centre also plans to scale up the air quality 

monitoring network across India. At least 4,000 monitors are needed across the country, 

instead of the existing 101 real-time air quality (AQ) monitors, according to an analysis. 

·         The plan proposes a three-tier system, including real-time physical data collection, 

data archiving, and an action trigger system in all 102 cities, besides extensive plantation 

plans, research on clean-technologies, landscaping of major arterial roads, and stringent 

industrial standards. 

·         It also proposes state-level plans of e-mobility in the two-wheeler sector, rapid 

augmentation of charging infrastructure, stringent implementation of BS-VI norms, 

boosting public transportation system, and adoption of third-party audits for polluting 

industries. 

  

28. Which among the following statement is incorrect regarding the State Disaster 

Response Fund (SDRF)? 

a) It is constituted under the Disaster Management Act, 2005 by respective states and it is 

the primary fund available with state governments for responses to notified disasters 

b) Ministry of Home Affairs is the nodal ministry for overseeing the operation of the SDRF 

and monitors compliance with prescribed processes 

c) The State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF) is entirely borne by the state government 

without any centre’s contribution 

d) Every year, the Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) audits the account of State 

Disaster Response Fund (SDRF) 

 Answer: C 

Explanation 

·         Constituted under the Disaster Management Act, 2005 by respective states and it 

is the primary fund available with state governments for responses to notified disasters.  

·         Composition: The Central government contributes 75 per cent towards the SDRF 

allocation for general category states and UTs, and over 90 per cent for special category 
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states/UTs, which includes northeastern states, Sikkim, Himachal Pradesh and 

Uttarakhand) 

·         For SDRF, the Centre releases funds in two equal installments as per the 

recommendation of the Finance Commission. 

·         Support from the National Disaster Response Fund: It supplements the SDRF of a 

state, in case of a disaster of severe nature, provided adequate funds are not available in the 

SDRF 

·         The disasters covered under the SDRF include cyclones, droughts, tsunamis, 

hailstorms, landslides, avalanches and pest attacks among others 

 Features of SDRF 

● The aggregate size of the SDRF for each state, for each year, is as per the 

recommendations of the Finance Commission 

● The share of GoI to the SDRF is treated as a ‘grant in aid’. The financing of relief measures 

out of SDRF are decided by the State Executive Committee (SEC) constituted under 

Section 20 of the DM Act.  

● SEC is responsible for the overall administration of the SDRF. However, the administrative 

expenses of SEC are borne by the State Government from its normal budgetary provisions 

and not from the SDRF or NDRF 

● The norms regarding the amount to be incurred on each approved item of expenditure (type 

of disaster) are fixed by the Ministry of Home Affairs with the concurrence of Ministry of 

Finance. Any excess expenditure has to be borne out of the budget of the state government 

● Ministry of Home Affairs is the nodal ministry for overseeing the operation of the SDRF 

and monitors compliance with prescribed processes. 

● Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) audit the SDRF every year 

 

29. Consider the following statements about State of Food Security and Nutrition in the 

World 2020 report 
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1) It is a joint report issued annually by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations, the International Fund for Agricultural Development, UNICEF, the World Food 

Programme and the World Health Organization.  

2) It presents the latest estimates on food insecurity, hunger and malnutrition at the global and 

regional levels.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation:  

About the State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2020 report 

● It is a joint report issued annually by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations, the International Fund for Agricultural Development, UNICEF, the 

World Food Programme and the World Health Organization.  

● It presents the latest estimates on food insecurity, hunger and malnutrition at the global and 

regional levels.  

Highlights of 2020 report 

● The 2020 edition continues to signal that significant challenges remain in the fight against 

food insecurity and malnutrition in all its forms. 

● A new feature of SOFI 2020 is a detailed analysis of the “cost and affordability of healthy 

diets around the world”. 

● The report urges the transformation of food systems to reduce the cost of nutritious foods 

and increase the affordability of healthy diets.  

○ Almost 690 million people around the world went hungry in 2019.  

○ High costs and low affordability also mean billions cannot eat healthily or nutritiously.  
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○ As progress in fighting hunger stalls, the COVID-19 pandemic is intensifying the 

vulnerabilities and inadequacies of global food systems.  

○ While it is too early to assess the full impact of the lockdowns and other containment 

measures, at least another 83 million to 132 million people may go hungry in 2020.  

○ If recent trends continue, the Zero Hunger target of the Sustainable Development Goals will 

not be achieved by 2030. 

 

30. Which of the countries do not share a border with Vietnam ? 

a) Thailand 

b) China 

c) Laos 

d) Cambodia 

Answer: A 

Explanation:  

 

 

31. Intensified Mission Indradhanush 2.0 provides vaccination for which of the following 

diseases? 

1. Tetanus 

2. Meningitis 

3. Rabies 

4. Measles 
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Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 1, 2 and 4 only 

c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Answer : B 

Explanation 

Mission Indradhanush 2.0 is the government's flagship scheme which is aimed at 

immunizing children under the age of 2 years and pregnant women. 

The program aims to escalate efforts to achieve the goal of attaining 90% national 

immunization coverage across India.  

The Intensified Mission Indradhanush immunization drive will consist of four rounds of 

immunization. The program will be completed by March 2020. 

Mission Indradhanush 2.0 Highlights: 

● Immunization activity will be in 4 rounds  

● Enhanced immunization session with flexible timing, mobile session & mobilization by other 

departments 

● Enhanced focus on left outs, dropouts, and resistant families & hard to reach areas 

● Focus on urban, underserved population and tribal areas 

● Intensified Mission Indradhanush to be conducted till March 2020 

The IMI covers vaccines for  

● Diphtheria 

● Whooping Cough 

● Tetanus 

● Poliomyelitis 

● Tuberculosis 

● Measles 
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● Meningitis and  

● Hepatitis B 

Vaccines for Japanese encephalitis and hemophilus influenza are also being provided in 

selected areas 

 

32. The term ‘common but differentiated responsibilities’ is related to  

a) UNFCCC 

b) British Exit from EU 

c) BRICS 

d) ASEAN 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

Common but Differentiated Responsibilities and Respective Capabilities (CBDR–RC) is a 

principle within the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC) that acknowledges the different capabilities and differing responsibilities of 

individual countries in addressing climate change. 

 

33. Consider the following statements regarding India’s Intended Nationally Determined 

Contributions (INDC) as part of the Paris Agreement. 

1. Reduce emissions intensity of the country's GDP by 33 to 35 percent by 2030 with respect 

to 2005 level. 

2. Increase the share of non-fossil fuels-based electricity to 40 per cent by 2030. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer C 
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Explanation 

● Countries across the globe adopted an historic international climate agreement at the U.N. 

Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) Conference of the Parties (COP21) in 

Paris in December 2015.  

● In anticipation of this moment, countries publicly outlined what post-2020 climate actions 

they intended to take under the new international agreement, known as their Intended 

Nationally Determined Contributions (INDCs). 

● In its INDC, India has pledged to improve the emissions intensity of its GDP by 33 to 35 per 

cent by 2030 below 2005 levels.  

● It has also pledged to increase the share of non-fossil fuels-based electricity to 40 per cent 

by 2030.  

● It has agreed to enhance its forest cover which will absorb 2.5 to 3 billion tonnes of carbon 

dioxide (CO2, the main gas responsible for global warming) by 2030.  

● Hence both statement 1 and statement 2 are correct. 

 

34. Consider the following statements regarding the Intergovernmental panel on climate 

change (IPCC) 

1. IPCC aims to provide governments at all levels with scientific information that they can 

use to develop climate policies 

2. It is an initiative of World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and the United Nations 

Environment Programme (UNEP) 

3. IPCC identifies the strength of scientific agreement in different areas and indicates where 

further research is needed. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 3 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3 

d) 1 and 3 only 
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 Ans: C 

Explanation 

·         Created in 1988 by the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and the United 

Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the IPCC aims to provide governments at all 

levels with scientific information that they can use to develop climate policies. 

·         The IPCC provides regular assessments of the scientific basis of climate change, its 

impacts and future risks, and options for adaptation and mitigation. 

·         The IPCC is an organization of governments that are members of the United Nations 

or WMO. The IPCC currently has 195 members. Thousands of people from all over the world 

contribute to the work of the IPCC. 

·         For the assessment reports, IPCC scientists volunteer their time to assess the thousands 

of scientific papers published each year to provide a comprehensive summary of what is 

known about the drivers of climate change, its impacts and future risks, and how adaptation 

and mitigation can reduce those risks. 

·         An open and transparent review by experts and governments around the world is an 

essential part of the IPCC process, to ensure an objective and complete assessment and 

to reflect a diverse range of views and expertise. 

·         Statement 3 is correct: Through its assessments, the IPCC identifies the strength of 

scientific agreement in different areas and indicates where further research is needed. The 

IPCC does not conduct its own research. 

 

35. Which of the following countries does not border Israel? 

a) Syria 

b) Lebanon 

c) Jordan 

d) Iraq 

Answer: D 
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Explanation: 

 


