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News @ a glance 
POLITY 

 

1) Cybercrimes 
Steps Taken to Deal with Cyber Crime and 

Cyber Security 
 The Government has launched the online 

cybercrime reporting portal, 
www.cybercrime.gov.in to enable 
complainants to report complaints 
pertaining to Child Pornography/Child 
Sexual Abuse Material, rape/gang rape 
imageries or sexually explicit content.  

 The Central Government has rolled out a 
scheme for establishment of Indian Cyber 
Crime Coordination Centre (I4C) to 
handle issues related to cybercrime in the 
country in a comprehensive and 
coordinated manner. 

 Establishment of National Critical 
Information Infrastructure Protection 
Centre (NCIIPC) for protection of critical 
information infrastructure in the country. 

 All organizations providing digital services 
have been mandated to report cyber 
security incidents to the Indian Computer 
Emergency Response Team (CERT-In) 
expeditiously. 

 Cyber Swachhta Kendra (Botnet Cleaning 
and Malware Analysis Centre) has been 
launched for providing detection of 
malicious programmes and free tools to 
remove such programmes. 

 Formulation of Crisis Management Plan 
for countering cyber attacks and cyber 
terrorism. 

 Conducting regular training programmes 
for network / system administrators and 
Chief Information Security Officers (CISOs) 
of Government and critical sector 
organisations regarding securing the IT 
infrastructure and mitigating cyber attacks. 

Why in News? 
 The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has 

written to all States to examine and register 
First Information Reports (FIRs) based on 
the complaints received on National 

Cybercrime Reporting Portal- 
www.cybercrime.gov.in. 

 As per data available with the Ministry, 
only 2.5% of total complaints registered on 
the portal are converted into FIRs. 

 Through the portal, MHA also aims to raise 
a group of “cybercrime volunteers” to flag 
unlawful content on the Internet. 

About the portal 
 The www.cybercrime.gov.in portal was 

launched on August 30, 2019 to help people 
report all kinds of cybercrimes on a 
centralised platform.  

 The portal has a section for cyber crimes 
committed against women and children 
like child pornography, sexual abuse among 
others. The other section deals with cyber 
crimes like financial fraud or hacking 
among others. 

 An earlier version of the portal launched in 
September 2018 on the directions of the 
Supreme Court, catered only to complaints 
of child pornography, sexual harassment 
crimes against women and children.  

Rising numbers 
 According to data compiled by the National 

Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), the 
number of registered cybercrimes 
increased by 63.5% in the year 2019 
compared to the previous year. 

 A total of 44,546 cases were registered 
under cybercrimes compared to 27,248 
cases in 2018. In 2019, 60.4% of 
cybercrime cases registered were for the 
motive of fraud (26,891 out of 44,546 
cases) followed by sexual exploitation with 
5.1% (2,266 cases) and causing disrepute 
with 4.2% (1,874 cases). 

 

2) CBI general consent 
What is general consent? 
 Unlike the National Investigation Agency 

(NIA), which is governed by its own NIA Act 
and has jurisdiction across the country, the 
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Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) is 
governed by the Delhi Special Police 
Establishment (DSPE) Act, 1946 which 
grants the CBI power to investigate a case 
in Delhi, without any permission, since it is 
part of the Centre.  

 However, in all the states, the CBI needs the 
consent of the state to investigate any 
case relating to that state or having 
jurisdiction of that state. 

 The Central police cannot investigate or 
enter the state without the consent since 
police and public order are state 
subjects and the Centre cannot intervene 
in law and order matters.  

 The CBI can initiate suo motu 
investigations only in Union Territories, 
under section 2 of the DSPE Act. 

 The Supreme Court and High Courts, 
however, can order the CBI to investigate 
such a crime anywhere in the country 
without the consent of states. 

Types of consent 
 There are two kinds of consent: case-

specific and general.  
 “General consent” is normally given to help 

the CBI seamlessly conduct its investigation 
into cases of corruption against central 
government employees in the concerned 
state. Almost all states have given such 
consent.  

 Otherwise, the CBI would require consent 
in every case.  

Why in News? 
 The Kerala government has decided to 

withdraw the general consent accorded to 
the Central Bureau of Investigation to 
operate in Kerala. 

What does withdrawal mean? 
 It means the CBI will not be able to register 

any fresh case involving a central 
government official or a private person 
stationed in Kerala without getting case-
specific consent.  

 However, there will be no bar on 
investigation into cases that are already 
being probed by the CBI. The CBI cannot 
file any new FIRs in any new cases. 

 Also, cases registered anywhere else in the 
country, but involving people stationed in 
Kerala, would allow CBI’s jurisdiction to 
extend to the state. 

Previous instances 

 States including West Bengal, Andhra 
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Maharashtra have 
also similarly withdrawn consent to the CBI 
to operate in their respective jurisdictions 
freely. 

 However, the government of YS Jagan 
Mohan Reddy, which came into power in 
Andhra 2019, reversed the decision. 

 

3) Star campaigner status  
Who is a star campaigner? 
 During elections, a star campaigner is a 

leader who seeks votes for his party during 
the election. He or she can be a politician or 
even a film star. There is no strict law 
governing who can or cannot be made a 
star campaigner. It depends on the party 
whom to choose as the star campaigner for 
the election. 

 It is a status that the political parties 
contesting an election give to certain big 
names who the parties feel can fetch more 
votes from people with special 
campaigning style. 

Legal norms 
 Expenditure incurred on electioneering by 

the star campaigner is not added to a 
candidate’s poll expenditure giving 
him/her more leeway. According to the 
Representation of People’s Act, these 
expenses will be borne by the political 
parties. 

 However, this only applies when a star 
campaigner limits herself to a general 
campaign for the political party she 
represents. 

 If she/he shares the stage with a candidate, 
the entire campaign cost except 
expenditure incurred on travelling will be 
added to the candidate’s election expenses.  

Why in News? 
 The Supreme Court has stayed the Election 

Commission’s order revoking Congress 
leader Kamal Nath’s “star campaigner” 
status for the Madhya Pradesh bypolls.  

 Few days back, the EC had revoked Nath’s 
“star campaigner” status citing repeated 
violations of Model Code of Conduct (MCC). 

 The apex said the EC had no power to 
determine who should be “star 
campaigner” of a political party. 

 

4) Fortified rice 
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About ICDS 
 Launched on 2nd October, 1975, the 

Integrated Child Development Services 
(ICDS) Scheme represents one of the 
world’s largest and unique programmes for 
early childhood care and development.  

 It is implemented by the Ministry of 
Women and Child Development. 

Beneficiaries 
 The scheme is targeted at  
 Children up to the age of 6 years,  
 Pregnant and lactating mothers and  
 Women 16–44 years of age.  
 The scheme is aimed to improve the health, 

nutrition and education of the target 
community. 

Services under ICDS 
 The ICDS Scheme offers a package of six 

services, viz.  

 Supplementary Nutrition 
 Pre-school non-formal education 
 Nutrition & health education 
 Immunization 
 Health check-up and 
 Referral services 
Provision for Take-Home Ration   
 An important component of ICDS is the 

Supplementary Nutrition Programme 
(SNP). 

 It aims to fill the gap in nutrition in children 
under six as well as pregnant and lactating 
women. The SNP’s target is to provide hot 
cooked meals to children 3-6 years who 
come to the centre daily for preschool 
classes and micronutrient-fortified and 
energy-dense food for children 6-36 
months and pregnant and lactating 
women.  

 This food is distributed once a month for 
the mother to take home and use and hence 
the term Take-Home Ration (THR). The 
programme stipulates that THR should 
meet 50% of the daily recommended 
dietary allowance per beneficiary. 

Mid-Day Meal Scheme  
 The Mid-Day Meal Scheme (MDMS) is 

considered as the world’s largest school 
meal programme and reaches an estimated 
12 crore children across 12 lakh schools in 
India. 

 In 1925, a Mid Day Meal Programme was 
first introduced for disadvantaged children 
in Madras Municipal Corporation. At 
National level, the MDMS emerged out of 

the National Programme of Nutritional 
Support to Primary Education (NP–
NSPE), a centrally sponsored scheme 
formulated in 1995 to improve enrollment, 
attendance and retention by providing free 
food grains to government run primary 
schools.  

 In 2002, the Supreme Court directed the 
government to provide cooked mid day 
meals in all government and government 
aided primary schools. 

Objectives of the programme 
 The key objectives of the MDMS are to  
1) address the issues of hunger and education 

in schools by serving hot cooked meals;  
2) improve the nutritional status of children  
3) improve enrolment, attendance and 

retention rates in schools and other 
education centres 

4) improve socialisation among castes 
5) empower women through employment 
 

Key aspects of the scheme 
 MDMS guarantees one meal to all 

children studying in Government, Local 
Body and Government-aided primary 
and upper primary schools and the 
Education Guarantee Scheme (EGS) and 
Alternative and Innovative Education 
(AIE) centres including Madarsa and 
Maqtabs supported under under Samagra 
Shiksha Abhiyan (an overarching 
programme of the Ministry of Human 
Resource Development), and National Child 
Labour Project schools run by the ministry 
of labour.  

 The scheme provides that every child 
within the age group of six to fourteen 
years studying in classes I to VIII who 
enrols and attends the school, shall be 
provided hot cooked meal having 
nutritional standards of 450 calories 
and 12 gm of protein for primary (I- V 
class) and 700 calories and 20 gm 
protein for upper primary (VI-VIII class) 
including adequate quantities of 
micronutrients like iron, folic acid, Vitamin-
A, etc., free of charge every day except on 
school holidays. 

 The cost of the MDMS is shared between 
the central and state governments. The 
central government provides free food 
grains to the states.  
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 The cost of cooking, infrastructure 
development, transportation of food grains 
and payment of honorarium to cooks and 
helpers is shared by the centre with the 
state governments.  

 Students up to Class VIII are guaranteed 
one nutritional meal at least 200 days in a 
year. Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Tamil 
Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka and Puducherry 
have even extended the scheme to Class IX 
and X.  

 The Scheme comes under the Ministry of 
Human Resource Development (now 
renamed as the Ministry of Education). 

 

Why in News? 
 In a bid to combat chronic anaemia and 

under-nutrition, the government is making 
plans to distribute fortified rice through 
the Integrated Child Development 
Services and Mid-Day Meal schemes 
across the country from next year, with a 
special focus on 112 aspirational 
districts. 

 Fortifying rice involves grinding broken 
rice into powder, mixing it with nutrients, 
and then shaping it into rice-like kernels 
using an extrusion process. These fortified 
kernels are then mixed with normal rice in 
a 1:100 ratio, and distributed for 
consumption. 

 A pilot scheme to distribute fortified rice 
through the Public Distribution System in 
15 states was approved in February 2019 
for a three-year period.  

 However, only five States — Andhra 
Pradesh, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu 
and Chhattisgarh — have started the 
distribution of fortified rice in their 
identified pilot districts. The remaining 10 
States have only now identified their 
respective districts, and will soon start 
distribution. 

 
What is Fortification of Food? 
 Fortification is the addition of key vitamins 

and minerals such as iron, iodine, zinc, 
Vitamin A & D to staple foods such as rice, 
milk and salt to improve their nutritional 
content. These nutrients may or may not 
have been originally present in the food 
before processing. 

 
Why do we need Fortification of Food? 

 70% of people in India do not consume 
enough micronutrients such as vitamins 
and minerals.  

 According to the National Family Health 
Survey (NFHS-4) 2015-16: 

1) 58.4 percent of children (6-59 months) are 
anaemic 

2) 53.1 percent women in the reproductive 
age group are anaemic 

3) 35.7 percent of children under 5 are 
underweight 

 Thus, deficiency of micronutrients or 
micronutrient malnutrition, also known as 
“hidden hunger”, is a serious health risk.  

 Fortification method complements other 
ways to improve nutrition such as 
diversification of diet and supplementation 
of food. 

 
What are the benefits of Fortification? 
 Since the nutrients are added to staple 

foods that are widely consumed, this is an 
excellent method to improve the health of a 
large section of the population, all at once. 

 Fortification is a safe method of improving 
nutrition among people. The addition of 
micronutrients to food does not pose a 
health risk to people. The quantity added 
is so small and so well regulated as per 
prescribed standards that likelihood of an 
overdose of nutrients is unlikely. 

 It does not require any changes in food 
habits and patterns of people. It is a 
socio-culturally acceptable way to deliver 
nutrients to people. 

 It does not alter the characteristics of 
the food—the taste, the feel, the look. 

 It can be implemented quickly as well as 
show results in improvement of health in a 
relatively short period of time. 

 This method is cost-effective especially if 
advantage is taken of the existing 
technology and delivery platforms. The 
Copenhagen Consensus (a US non-profit 
think tank) estimates that every 1 Rupee 
spent on fortification results in 9 Rupees in 
benefits to the economy. 

  
Food Fortification in India 
 In October 2016, FSSAI operationalized the 

Food Safety and Standards (Fortification 
of Foods) Regulations, 2016 for fortifying 
staples namely  
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1) Wheat Flour and Rice with Iron, Vitamin 
B12 and Folic Acid,  

2) Milk and Edible Oil with Vitamins A and D 
and  

3) Double Fortified Salt with Iodine and 
Iron  

 The ‘+F’ logo has been notified to identify 
fortified foods.  

For doubts and queries email us at: 
doubts@officerspulse.com 
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ENVIRONMENT  
 

1) Vulture conservation plan 
targets drug 

National Board for Wildlife (NBWL) 
 This statutory body is constituted under 

Wildlife Protection Act (WLPA), 1972. 
 It is chaired by the Prime Minister and 

reviews all wildlife related matters. The 
NBWL has 47 members including the 
chairperson. Among these, 19 members 
are ex-officio members. Every new 
government constitutes a new board, based 
on the provisions of the WLPA, with the 
new PM as the chair. 

 It is supposed to meet twice a year. 
 It approves projects concerning in and 

around wildlife sanctuaries and national 
parks. 

 The board is advisory in its nature 
regarding conservation of wildlife. 

 Under WLPA, NBWL can have a Standing 
Committee which is chaired by the 
Minister of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change.  

 The Standing Committee’s function is to 
regulate land diversion within Protected 
Areas and Eco Sensitive Zones, making it a 
purely project clearance body. The NBWL, 
on the other hand, has the power to deal 
with policy-level decisions on wildlife. 

 
Diclofenac 

 Diclofenac is a common anti-
inflammatory drug administered to 
livestock (cattle and other domestic 
animals) and is used to treat the symptoms 
of inflammation, fevers and/or pain 

associated with disease or wounds. It was 
widely used in India beginning in the 
1990s. 

 But for vultures which eat dead cattle, 
are vulnerable to Diclofenac. This drug 
causes kidney failure in the vultures.  

 Though the drug was banned in 2006, it is 
reportedly still available for use. 

Vultures in India 
 Vultures, by cleaning up carcasses and 

other organic waste in the environment, 
provide critically important ecosystem 
services that also directly benefit humans. 

 India has 9 vulture species in the country. 
Most of their populations are declining.  

 Three of India’s vulture species of the 
genus ‘Gyps’ below are under severe 
threat.  

a. The long-billed vulture (Gyps indicus) 
(Critically Endangered) 

b. The slender-billed Vulture (G. tenuirostris) 
(Critically Endangered) 

c. The white-rumped vulture (G. bengalensis) 
(Critically Endangered)  

 The first two had declined by 97%, while 
the last one had declined nearly 99% 
between 1992 and 2007. 

 Their decline is associated with use of 
drugs for cattle treatment which then end 
up in their digestive system making them 
vulnerable to kidney failure and poisoning.  

Why in the news? 

 NBWL has cleared an action plan namely 
‘Action Plan for Vulture Conservation 
2020-2025’. 

 Under this plan, there is a proposal to 
establish Vulture Conservation Breeding 
Centres in the states of Uttar Pradesh, 
Tripura, Maharashtra, Karnataka and Tamil 
Nadu. These centres will be used to breed 
birds of Red Headed vulture and Egyptian 
vulture. 

 It also recommends establishing at least 
one “Vulture Safe Zone” in every State for 
the conservation of the remnant 
populations. 

 It also establishes 4 vulture rescue centres 
across India. They are : 

a. Pinjore in north India,  
b. Bhopal in central India,  
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c. Guwahati in northeast India 
d. Hyderabad in south India 
 

2) US formally exits Paris pact 
aiming to curb climate change 

What is the Paris pact? 
 The 2015 Paris accord was signed at the 

United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC), aiming to 
check the increase in average temperatures 
worldwide well below 2 degrees Celsius 
(3.6 degrees Fahrenheit), ideally no more 
than 1.5 degree Celsius (2.7° F), compared 
to pre-industrial levels.  

 Any rise beyond 2 degrees Celsius could 
have a devastating impact on large parts of 
the world, rising sea levels, stoking tropical 
storms and worsening droughts and floods. 

 The pact asks the countries to set their 
own voluntary targets (also called 
Nationally Determined Targets (NDCs)) 
for reducing greenhouse gases such as 
carbon dioxide.  

 The only binding requirement is that 
nations have to accurately report on their 
efforts. 

 There will also be a global stocktake 
every 5 years to assess the collective 
progress towards achieving the purpose of 
the Agreement and to inform further 
individual actions by Parties. 

India’s NDCs 
 India has pledged to reduce the 

emissions intensity of its GDP by 33 to 
35 per cent by 2030 below 2005 levels.  

 It has also pledged to increase the share 
of non-fossil fuels-based electricity to 
40 per cent by 2030.  

 It has agreed to enhance its forest cover 
which will absorb 2.5 to 3 billion 
tonnes of carbon dioxide (CO2, the main 
gas responsible for global warming) by 
2030. 

Why in the news? 
 The United States has formally exited the 

Paris agreement after President Donald 
Trump has announced the country’s exit in 
2017. 

 The US is the world's second largest 
greenhouse gas emitter after China. With 
the United States outside the pact, it will be 

harder for the rest of the world to reach the 
agreed goals. 

 

3) Cold wave 
What is a cold wave? 
 Wind chill factor is taken into account 

while declaring the cold wave situation. 
Wind chill factor is a measure of the rate of 
heat loss from skin that is exposed to the 
air.  

 For declaring a cold wave in a region, the 
wind chill effective minimum 
temperature (WCTn) temperature is 
used.  

 WCTn is defined as the effective minimum 
temperature due to wind flow. For eg: 
when the minimum temperature is 15 
degree Celcius and the wind speed is 10 
mph, WCTn will be 10.5 degree celsius. 

 For the plains, a cold wave is declared 
when the minimum temperature is 10 
degree celsius or  on an average 4.5 degree 
celsius less than the normal temperature 
for 2 consecutive days. 

 Cold wave is declared when WCTn is below 
zero degree celsius irrespective of the 
normal minimum temperature for the 
coastal stations/cities. 

 Indian Meteorological Department 
(IMD) declares a cold wave in India.  

Why in the news? 

 Since the minimum temperatures touched 
10 degree Celsius in Delhi and NCR region, 
the IMD is about to declare that the region 
was under the cold wave. 

 

4) MTR needs a plan for eco 
conservation 

Mudumalai Tiger Reserve (MTR) 
 It is located in the Nilgiris district of Tamil 

Nadu, present at the tri-juncture of 
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Kerala.  

 It plays an unique role by forming part of 
the Nilgiris Biosphere Reserve, the first 
Biosphere Reserve in India, declared 
during 1986.  

 A variety of habitat ranging from tropical 
evergreen forest, moist deciduous forest, 
moist teak forest, dry teak forest, 
secondary grasslands and swamps are 
found here. 

 It has a common boundary with Wayanad 
Wildlife Sanctuary (Kerala) on the West 
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and Bandipur Tiger Reserve (Karnataka) 
on the North. 

 It is known for its flagship species like 
Tiger, Elephant etc. 

 
Why in the News? 

 The Supreme Court (SC) has upheld the 
Tamil Nadu government notification 
declaring the Singur plateau region of 
Mudumalai Tiger Reserve as Elephant 
Corridor.  

 The court rejected the plea of resort 
owners against the notification. 

 The elephant corridor declared now is a 
part of the eco-sensitive zone of MTR. 

 The SC has also ordered a 3 member 
committee to hear claims of land and resort 
owners. 

 But environmentalists have been 
consistently asking the state government to 
prepare  a draft Zonal Master Plan (ZMP) 
which has not been done since 2019 when 
the central government declared some of 
MTR’s surrounding as eco-sensitive zones. 

 Generally ZMPs are roadmaps to regulate 
the eco-sensitive zones. Hence 
environmentalists are asking to prepare a 
draft ZMP before the SC’s 3 member 
committee begins its work. 

Eco-sensitive Zone 

 Land falling within 10 kms of the 
boundaries of the National Parks and 
Wildlife Sanctuaries are called Eco-Fragile 
Zones or Eco-sensitive Zones. 

 They are declared under the Environment 
Protection Act, 1986. 

 The purpose of declaring Eco-sensitive 
Zones around National parks and 
Sanctuaries is to create some kind of 
''Shock Absorber" for the Protected Areas. 
They would also act as a transition zone 
from areas of high protection to areas 
involving lesser protection. 

 As has been decided by the National Board 
for Wildlife, the activities in the eco-
sensitive zones would be of a regulatory 
nature rather than prohibitive nature, 
unless and otherwise so required. 

Zonal Master Plan (ZMP) 

 The ZMP is prepared with inputs from 
departments like the pollution control 
board, PWD, tourism and local bodies 
besides the forest department, would be a 
ready reckoner of types of forests, man-
made structures, water bodies, agricultural 
land and settlements if any, and provide a 
road map for conservation. 

5) 3 of every 5 very high water 
risk cities in India: WWF 

WWF 
 In 1961, the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) 

was founded as an international non-
governmental organization to work in 
collaboration with existing conservation 
groups and bring substantial financial 
support to the conservation movement on a 
worldwide scale. 

 International Union for Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN) was one of the pioneers to 
form this organisation. 

 Today it works in the 6 major fields of 
climate, Food, Forests, Freshwater, Oceans 
and Wildlife. 

Water Risk Filter 

 Launched in 2012, the Water Risk Filter is 
a practical online tool that helps 
companies and investors assess and 
respond to water-related risks facing 
their operations and investments across 
the globe.  

 Developed by WWF and the German 
finance institution DEG, the Water Risk 
Filter has become a leading and trusted 
source of water risk data for thousands of 
users – from multinational corporations 
and SMEs to financial institutions – which 
have used it to evaluate hundreds of 
thousands of specific sites.  
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 The Water Risk Filter provides scenarios 
of water risks for 2030 and 2050, 
integrating climate and socio-economic 
changes in three different pathways. 

Why in the news? 

 According to a study done by Water Risk 
Filter, India faces the second highest 
basin risk in the world, only better than 
Palestine. 

 Jaipur topped the list of Indian cities, 
followed by Indore and Thane. Mumbai, 
Kolkata and Delhi also featured on the list. 

 The study points out that the 100 cities 
worldwide are expected to suffer the 
greatest rise in water risk by 2050 are 
home to at least 350 million people as well 

as nationally and globally important 
economies.  

 WWF has suggested that if the cities have 
to break away from the current vicious 
loop of flooding and water scarcity, nature-
based solutions like restoration of urban 
watersheds and wetlands could offer 
solutions.  

 The urban bodies must use initiatives like 
Smart Cities initiative and should learn 
from projects such as wetland restoration 
projects of Bashettihalli wetland in 
Bengaluru and the Sirpur Lake in Indore.  

For doubts and queries email us at 
doubts@officerspulse.com  
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ECONOMY 
 

1) Enforcement Directorate  
About ED 
 Enforcement Directorate (ED) is a 

specialized financial investigation agency 
under the Department of Revenue, 
Ministry of Finance, which enforces the 
following laws: - 

a. Foreign Exchange Management Act,1999 
(FEMA) - A Civil Law, with officers 
empowered to conduct investigations into 
suspected contraventions of the Foreign 
Exchange Laws and Regulations, 
adjudicate, contraventions, and impose 
penalties on those adjudged to have 
contravened the law. 

b. Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 
2002 (PMLA) - A Criminal Law, with the 
officers empowered to conduct 
investigations to trace assets derived out of 
the proceeds of crime, to provisionally 
attach/ confiscate the same, and to arrest 
and prosecute the offenders found to be 
involved in Money Laundering.  

 ED was established in 1956 with its 
headquarters at New Delhi. 

Why in News? 
 The Centre has cleared several key 

appointments in the Enforcement 
Directorate. 

 

2) Purchasing Managers' Index 
What is PMI? 
 Purchasing Managers' Index is an economic 

indicator which indicates the business 
activity & economic health of both the 
manufacturing and service sectors. 

 PMI of India is published by Japanese firm 
Nikkei but compiled and constructed by 
IHS Markit, a London–based global 
information provider. 

 Unlike the Index of Industrial Production 
(IIP), which indicates the changes in 
production volume or output, the PMI is an 
investor sentiment tracking index and is 
more dynamic in nature. They are derived 
from monthly surveys of about 400 private 
companies. 

 Variables used for calculating the PMI are: 
Output, New Orders, Employment, Input 
Costs, Output Prices, Backlogs of Work, 

Export Orders, Quantity of Purchases, 
Suppliers’ Delivery Times, Stocks of 
Purchases and Stocks of Finished Goods. 

How to read PMI? 
 While PMI >50 implies an expansion of 

business and economic activity, PMI <50 
means contraction. 

Why in News? 
 According to the latest PMI data, India’s 

manufacturing sector activity improved for 
the third straight month in October with 
companies raising output to the greatest 
extent in 13 years amid robust sales 
growth. 

 The Manufacturing Purchasing Managers’ 
Index rose from 56.8 in September to 58.9 
in October, and pointed to the strongest 
improvement in the health of the sector in 
more than a decade. 

 
 

3) Commercial coal mining 
Background 
 In May 2020, as a part of the 

announcements made under the 
Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan, the Central 
government announced that it would allow 
commercial mining in the coal sector. 

What is commercial mining?  
 Commercial mining allows the private 

sector to mine coal commercially on a 
revenue-sharing model without placing 
any end-use restrictions.  

 Removing end-use restrictions marks the 
end of the captive mining regime. 

a. Captive mining is the coal mined for a 
specific end-use by the mine owner, but not 
for open sale in the market.   

b. A revenue sharing mechanism instead of the 
earlier fixed price per tonne will introduce 
competition, transparency and private 
sector participation in the market. 

 The private firms will have the option of 
either gasification of the coal or exporting 
it. They can also use it in their own end-use 
plants or sell them in the markets.  

 Further, with 100 per cent foreign direct 
investment allowed in the coal sector, 
global companies can also participate in the 
auctions.  
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 The complete freedom to decide on sale, 
pricing, and captive utilisation is expected 
to attract many private sector firms to 
participate in the auction process.  

 The government expects these steps will 
generate employment and reduce India’s 
import bill. 

Was the private sector never allowed in 
mining? 

 Private sector participation was permitted 
until the early 1970s. The Indira Gandhi 
government announced the 
nationalisation of the coal blocks in two 
phases between 1971 and 1973. 

 The recently announced reforms will 
effectively end state-owned Coal India 
Ltd (CIL)’s monopoly over mining and 
selling of coal.  

Is this the first attempt by govt to open up 
the sector?   

 After the Supreme Court cancelled the coal 
block allocations made to the private sector 
in 2014, the central government had 
brought in the Coal Mines (Special 
provisions) Act of 2015 to return these coal 
blocks to the private sector through 
auctions. 

 But there had been end-use restrictions 
and the private sector was not allowed to 
trade into the market making it 
unattractive for the private sector.  

 Further in 2018, private sector firms were 
allowed to sell upto 25 per cent of the 
output in the market, but this also saw a 
lukewarm response from the private 
sector. 

Why in News? 
 The Central government has started the 

auction of coal mines recently. 
Significance 
 The auction for commercial mining was a 

major step towards making India self-
reliant in the energy sector. 

 The government has also decided to spend 
Rs 50,000 crore on creating infrastructure 
for coal extraction and transport. This 
would also create job opportunities for 
locals closer to their homes.  

 Despite India having the world’s fourth 
largest coal reserve and being the second 
largest producer, the country was the 
second largest coal importer. The sector 
had been kept out of competition and 
devoid of transparency, hampering 
investment and efficiency. 

 Fully opening up the sector would increase 
competition, capital, participation and 
technology. It would ensure new private 
players did not face the problem of finance. 

For doubts and queries email us at: 
doubts@officerspulse.com  
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
 

1) United Nations General 
Assembly 

About UNGA 
 United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) 

is the main deliberative, policymaking and 
representative organ of the UN.  

 It is one of the six principal organs which 
make up the UN. 

 All 193 Member States of the UN are 
represented in the General Assembly, 
making it the only UN body with 
universal representation. 

 The annual session is attended by world 
leaders to discuss and debate the world’s 
most important global issues and how to 
address them.  

 Each country has one vote.  
 Decisions on important questions, such as 

those on peace and security, admission of 
new members and budgetary matters, 
require a two-thirds majority. Decisions 
on other questions are by simple majority. 

Why in News? 

 The United Nations General Assembly has 
adopted two India-sponsored resolutions 
on nuclear disarmament which aim to 
reduce risk of nuclear accidents and call for 
a prohibition on the use of nuclear 
weapons.  

 The two resolutions adopted include 
Convention on the Prohibition of the Use 
of Nuclear Weapons and Reducing 
Nuclear Danger under the Nuclear 
weapons cluster. 

Resolution on Convention on the 
Prohibition of the Use of Nuclear 
Weapons  

 This resolution was backed by a majority of 
UN Members and was tabled by India since 
1982. 

 It calls for a universal and legally binding 
agreement that would generate the 
necessary global political will that can lead 
to the total elimination of nuclear weapons. 

Resolution on Reducing Nuclear Danger  
 This resolution which was tabled since 

1998 puts focus on unintentional or 
accidental use of nuclear weapons and 
underscores the need for a review of 
nuclear doctrines. 

 The resolution asks for concrete steps to 
reduce such risks. 

 

2) Malabar Naval Exercise  
What is Malabar Exercise? 
 It is a multilateral naval exercise that 

includes simulated war games and combat 
manoeuvres. It started in 1992 as a 
bilateral exercise between the Indian 
and US navies. Japan joined in 2015.  

Why in News? 
 Phase 1 of the Malabar Naval Exercise 

recently kicked off off the coast near 
Visakhapatnam, with participation of 
Australian navy for the first time since 
2007.  

 Last year it was held in early September off 
the coast of Japan. 

What is the difference this year? 
 For the first time in over a decade, the 

exercise will see the participation of all 
four Quad countries (Japan, India, 
Australia and the United States).  

 This will be the second time Australia 
will participate. In 2007, there were two 
Malabar Exercises. The first was held off 
Okinawa island of Japan in the Western 
Pacific and the second in September 2007, 
off Visakhapatnam, with the Indian, 
Japanese, US, Australian and Singapore 
navies. 

 The following year, Australia stopped 
participating. Japan became a regular 
participant only in 2015, making it a 
trilateral annual exercise since then. 

Why is Australia’s participation important? 
 As the standoff in eastern Ladakh 

continues, the participation of four large 
navies from the Indo-Pacific region will 
send a message to China.  

 The Quad arrangement is expected to 
contribute to being a key instrument of 
deterrence against China. 

 Quad has the potential to ensure that in the 
Indian Ocean Region and all other oceans 
around there is complete freedom of 
navigation, without fear of any other nation 
singularly trying to dominate the oceans. 

Does India conduct any other naval 
exercises with these countries? 
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 Over the last few months, the Indian Navy 
has conducted a number of Passage 
Exercises (PASSEX) with navies from 
Japan, Australia and the US. But those were 
basic exercises to increase operability 

between the navies, while Malabar involves 
simulated war games.  

For doubts and queries email us at: 
doubts@officerspulse.com 
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

1) Water bears and UV radiation 
Why in News? 
 A team of researchers from The Indian 

Institute of Science, Bengaluru, have 
found that Water bears found in 
Bangalore have a protective fluorescent 
shield which helps it survive harmful 
ultraviolet (UV) radiation. 

Speciality of Water Bears (Tardigrades) 
 No more than a millimetre in size, these 

tiny eight-legged animals have survived all 
five mass extinctions, can endure 
temperatures beyond 150°C and lower 
than -200°C, and have been in earth for a 
half a billion years 

 The tardigrade species, 
Paramacrobiotus BLR (BLR for 
Bengaluru) has a protective fluorescent 
shield which helps it survive harmful 
ultraviolet (UV) radiation. 

 The study found this specific 
Paramacrobiotus BLR strain survived 
beyond 30 days after 15 minutes exposure 
to germicidal UV radiation. 

 Paramacrobiotus BLR could have probably 
evolved this fluorescence mechanism to 
counter the high UV radiation of tropical 
southern India. 

Potential uses of Tardigrades 
 In a cryptobiotic state, tardigrades can 

endure radiation, extreme pressure and 
extreme heat and cold, including 
temperatures near absolute zero. 
Cryptobiosis or anabiosis is a metabolic 
state of life entered by an organism in 
response to adverse environmental 
conditions such as desiccation, freezing, 
and oxygen deficiency. In the cryptobiotic 
state, all measurable metabolic processes 
stop, preventing reproduction, 
development, and repair. 

 Synthetic proteins from Tardigrades could 
be used, for example, to preserve organs 
needed for transplants, potentially keeping 
organs viable for longer than is possible by 
storing them on ice. 

 They can help technicians working in 
nuclear power plants to guard against 
radiation. 

 They can help astronauts to survive on 
long space flights and save them from 
radiation 

Additional Details 
 Ultraviolet is a form of electromagnetic 

radiation with wavelength from 10 to 400 
nm, shorter than that of visible light, but 
longer than X-rays. UV radiation is 
present in sunlight, and constitutes about 
10% of the total electromagnetic radiation 
output from the Sun. 

 Fluorescence is the emission of light by a 
substance that has absorbed light or other 
electromagnetic radiation.( It is a form of 
luminescence.) 

 

2) D614G mutation 
Why in News? 
 The novel coronavirus mutation called 

D614G has become the dominant variant in 
the global COVID-19 pandemic. 

About the mutation 
 When the virus enters an individual’s 

body, it aims at creating copies of itself. 
When it makes an error in this copying 
process, we get a mutation. 

 In this case, the virus replaced the aspartic 
acid (D) in the 614th position of the amino 
acid with glycine (G). Hence the mutation is 
called the D614G. 

 The D614G mutation is situated in the 
spike protein of the virus. 

 This particular mutation aids the virus in 
attaching more efficiently with the ACE2 
receptor in the human host, thereby 
making it more successful in entering a 
human body than its predecessors. ACE2 is 
a protein on the surface of many cell types. 
It is an enzyme that generates small 
proteins 

 A recent study which collected SARS-CoV-
2-positive samples from the various States 
like Delhi, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra and 
Uttar Pradesh among others — reveals that 
the D614G was one of the most prevalent 
spike mutations even during the initial 
phase of the pandemic. 

 Another study, after conducting 
experiments, concluded that this particular 
mutation may not reduce the ability of 
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vaccines in clinical trials to protect against 
COVID-19 and that the therapeutic 
antibodies should be tested against the 
circulating variant of the virus before 
clinical development. 

 

3) Formation of new stars in a 
galaxy 

Why in News? 
 Researchers from Ludwig-Maximilians 

University in Munich, Germany, have made 
a paper on barred galaxies. 

About the study 
 Stars are scattered all around the galaxies, 

and the galaxies themselves are of different 
types: star-forming spiral galaxies and 
non-star-forming lenticular and 
elliptical galaxies. 

 The Milky Way is a barred spiral galaxy. 
A barred spiral galaxy is a spiral galaxy 
with a central bar-shaped structure 
composed of stars. 

 Since not all spiral galaxies have bars, the 
role of bars – why they exist, what triggers 
their formation and whether they foster 
star formation are unanswered questions. 

 Some barred galaxies have shown a 
higher concentration of newly formed 
stars, suggesting that the bar nurtures star 
formation. 

 The paper studied four such barred 
galaxies out of which three, in fact, appear 
to prevent stars from forming at their 
central region covered by the length of the 
bar. 

 In three of the four observed galaxies, they 
find that the region covered by the length 
of the bar does not have enough gas 
(Hydrogen in the atomic form and 
molecular hydrogen, which is believed to 
condense and form stars). 

 The researchers consider this observation 
as evidence for the bar redistributing the 
gas in the central region of these spiral 
galaxies. 

 

4) Satellites for detecting drug 
cultivation 

Why in News? 
 Odisha Space Application Centre (OSAC) 

has proposed to help law enforcement 

agencies detect drug cultivation activity 
using remote sensing and artificial 
intelligence technologies. 

More about the proposal 
 High resolution satellite imagery can be 

used for detecting cultivation of hemp, a 
variety of cannabis. 

 OSAC has proposed to create a mechanism 
for citizen reporting by which people can 
take images and video of any illegal hemp 
cultivation and report through application. 

 Odisha is one of the leading cannabis 
producing States in India. Though law 
enforcement agencies have intensified their 
raids, it is difficult to trace the cultivation 
on a real-time basis. 

About Cannabis 
 Cannabis, also known as marijuana, is a 

psychoactive drug from the Cannabis plant 
used primarily for medical or 
recreational purposes. 

 The main psychoactive component of 
cannabis is tetrahydrocannabinol (THC). 

 It is a depressant drug and slows down the 
activity of the central nervous system. High 
doses of cannabis may have hallucinogenic 
effects. It is commonly known as weed, pot, 
joint, dope, herb, grass, among other 
names. 

India and Cannabis 
 Cannabis in India has been used since as 

early as 2000 BCE.  
 Cannabis sativa is one of the candidates for 

the identity of the plant that was used to 
prepare soma in Vedic period. 

 While Atharvaveda mentioned cannabis as 
one of the five sacred plants, Ayurveda has 
mentioned its medicinal value. 

 Despite its multiple commercial and 
personal uses, cannabis is included in the 
list of items banned under the Narcotic 
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act, 
1985. 

 The Ministry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment's "Magnitude of Substance 
Use in India 2019" survey found that 
2.83% of Indians aged 10–75 years (or 
31 million people) were current users of 
cannabis products. 

For doubts and queries email us at: 
doubts@officerspulse.com  
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DEFENCE 
 
1) National Defence College 
About NDC 
 The National Defence College (NDC), 

located in New Delhi, is the highest seat of 
strategic learning for officers of the Indian 
Armed Forces and the Civil Services of 
India. 

 The aim of National Defence College is to 
equip future policy makers with the 
background necessary for a broad 
understanding of the varied social, 
economic, political, military, scientific 
and organisational aspects involved in 
the planning of national strategy. 

Why in news? 
 India is planning to increase the intake 

from the neighbouring and Central Asian 
countries for the strategic leadership 
course in the prestigious National Defence 
College. 

About the initiative 

 The new initiative is being taken in view of 
the huge demand for seats from several 
countries like Nepal, Myanmar, 
Bangladesh apart from new seats to 
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Philippines, 
Indonesia and Maldives. 

 With increased Chinese presence, India 
has been scaling up its military to military 
cooperation as well as capability 
enhancement in its neighbourhood. 

 Recently, the Indian Navy gifted a Russian 
Kilo class submarine from its inventory to 
the Myanmar Navy, its first submarine. 
Military cooperation with South East 
Asian countries has also significantly gone 
up in recent years, including with 
Philippines and Indonesia. 

 
For doubts and queries email us at: 

doubts@officerspulse.com 
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ART & CULTURE 
 
1) Kartarpur Corridor 
About the corridor 
 The crossing allows Sikh devotees from 

India to visit the gurdwara in Kartarpur, 4.7 
kilometres from the India–Pakistan border 
on the Pakistani side without a visa. 

 It is in Kartarpur Sahib that Guru Nanak 
Dev had spent the last 18 years of his life. 
The gurdwara is built where Guru Nanak is 
said to have died. 

 The corridor was built to commemorate 
the 550th birth anniversary 
celebrations of Guru Nanak Dev, founder 
of Sikhism. It was inaugurated in November 
2019. 

 The Kartarpur Corridor was first proposed 
in early 1999 by Atal Bihari Vajpayee and 
Nawaz Sharif, the prime ministers of India 
and Pakistan respectively, as part of the 
Delhi–Lahore Bus diplomacy. 

 It is located on the right bank of the Ravi 
River. 

 Following Guru Nanak’s death in 1539, 
Hindus and Muslims both claimed him as 
their own and raised mausoleums in his 
memory with a common wall between 
them. The changing course of the Ravi 
River eventually washed away the 
mausoleums. 

 
About Guru Nanak (1469–1539) 
 Founder of Sikhism and is the first of the 

ten Sikh Gurus. 
 He advocated a form of nirguna bhakti. He 

rejected the external practices of the 
religions he saw around him. He rejected 
sacrifices, ritual baths, image worship, 
austerities and the scriptures of both 
Hindus and Muslims. 

 Nanak's teachings can be found in the Sikh 
scripture Guru Granth Sahib, as a 
collection of verses recorded in Gurmukhi. 

Why in News? 
 India condemned Pakistan’s decision to 

transfer the management of the Kartarpur 
Sahib Gurudwara from a Sikh body to a 
separate trust, saying it runs against the 
religious sentiments of the Sikh 
community. 

 For doubts and queries email us at: 
doubts@officerspulse.com 
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PIB ANALYSIS 
 

1) Mission Sagar - II 
About: 
 Mission Sagar-II, follows the first ‘Mission 

Sagar’ undertaken in May-June 2020, 
wherein India reached out to Maldives, 
Mauritius, Seychelles, Madagascar and 
Comoros, and provided food aid and 
medicines. 

 Mission Sagar-II, is in line with the Prime 
Minister’s vision of Security and Growth for 
All in the Region ‘SAGAR’ and highlights 
the importance accorded by India to 
relations with her maritime neighbours and 
further strengthens the existing bond. 

About the SAGAR Programme (Security and 
Growth for All in the Region): 

 SAGAR is a term coined by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi in 2015 during his 
Mauritius visit with a focus on the blue 
economy. 

 It is a maritime initiative which gives 
priority to the Indian Ocean region (IOR) 
for ensuring peace, stability and prosperity 
of India in the Indian Ocean region. 

 It is in line with the principles of the Indian 
Ocean Rim Association (IORA). 

 Through SAGAR, India seeks to deepen 
economic and security cooperation with its 
maritime neighbours and assist in building 
their maritime security capabilities. 

 
About Indian Ocean Rim Association 

(IORA) 
 The Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) 

is a dynamic inter-governmental 

organisation aimed at strengthening 
regional cooperation and sustainable 
development within the Indian Ocean 
region through its 22 Member States and 
10 Dialogue Partners. 

 Promoting sustained growth and balanced 
development within the Indian Ocean 
region, IORA strengthens cooperation and 
dialogue with Member States namely: 

 Commonwealth of Australia, People's 
Republic of Bangladesh, Union of Comoros, 
Republic of India, Republic of Indonesia, 
Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Kenya, 
Republic of Madagascar, Malaysia, Republic 
of Maldives, Republic of Mauritius, Republic 
of Mozambique, Sultanate of Oman, 
Republic of Seychelles, Republic of 
Singapore, Federal Republic of Somalia , 
Republic of South Africa, Democratic 
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, United 
Republic of Tanzania, Kingdom of Thailand, 
United Arab Emirates and Republic of 
Yemen. 

 All sovereign States of the Indian Ocean 
Rim are eligible for membership of the 
Association.  

Why in News? 
 As part of Mission Sagar-II, Indian Naval 

Ship Airavat will deliver food aid to Sudan, 
South Sudan, Djibouti and Eritrea. 

2) Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya 
Janaushdhi Pariyojana 

About PMBJP 
 Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi 

Pariyojana (PMBJP) is a campaign launched 
by the Department of Pharmaceuticals to 
provide quality medicines at affordable 
prices to the masses.  

Salient features of the Jan Aushadhi 
Scheme 

 Making quality medicines available at 
affordable prices for all, particularly for 
the poor and disadvantaged, through 
specialized outlets called the Jan Aushadhi 
Stores (JAS). 

 Provision of built up space for JAS in 
district hospitals by the State Governments. 
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Who can open a Jan Aushadhi Kendras ? 
 State Governments or any organization / 

reputed NGOs / Trusts / Private hospitals 
/ Charitable institutions / Doctors / 
Unemployed pharmacists/ individual 
entrepreneurs are eligible to apply for 
new Jan Aushadhi stores.  

 The applicants shall have to employ one B 
Pharma / D Pharma degree holder as 
Pharmacist in their proposed store. 

 They can be set up at any suitable place 
within Government hospital or Private 
hospital premises  or anywhere outside 
the premises. 

 Meeting the operational expenditure from 
the trade margins admissible for the 
medicines. 

 Supply of the generic medicines in the 
first instance by the Central Pharma PSUs 
so as to ensure both quality and timely 
supply.  

 To ensure prescription of generic 
medicines by the Government doctors with 
proactive support from the State 
Governments. 

Implementing Agency: 
 Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India (BPPI) 

is the implementing agency for PMBJP. 

 It has been established under the 
Department of Pharmaceuticals, 
Government of India, with the support of 
all the Pharma CPSUs. 

 It seeks to coordinate procurement, supply 
and marketing of generic drugs through 
the Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi 
Kendras. 

 In April 2010, BPPI got registered as an 
independent society under the Societies 
Registration Act, 1860 as a separate legal 
entity. 

Benefits of the Jan Aushadhi Scheme 
Campaign  

 The Jan Aushadhi initiative makes available 
quality drugs at affordable prices through 
dedicated stores selling generic medicines 
which are available at lesser prices but are 
equivalent in quality and efficacy as 
expensive branded drugs. Some 
comparative advantages are:  

 Promote greater awareness about cost-
effective drugs and their prescription.  

 Make available unbranded quality 
generic medicines at affordable prices 
through public-private partnership.  

 Encourage doctors, more specifically in 
government hospitals, to prescribe generic 
medicines. 

 Enable substantial savings in health 
care, more particularly in the case of poor 
patients, and those suffering from chronic 
ailments, requiring long periods of drug 
use. 

Why in News? 
 Union Minister for Chemicals & Fertilizers 

held a comprehensive review meeting of 
Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi 
Pariyojana (PMBJP)  in New Delhi. 

 

3) VAIBHAV Summit  
About: 
 Vaishwik Bhartiya Vaigyanik (VAIBHAV) 

Summit is a collaborative initiative by S&T 
and Academic Organisations of India to 
enable deliberations on thought process, 
practices and R&D culture with a problem 
solving approach for well defined 
objectives.  

 The VAIBHAV initiative targets to bring out 
the comprehensive roadmap to leverage 
the expertise and knowledge of global 
Indian researchers and academicians for 
solving emerging challenges.  

 The aim of the summit is to reflect in-depth 
on the collaboration and cooperation 
instruments with academia and scientists 
in India.  

VAIBHAV and Atmanirbhar Bharat:  
 VAIBHAV has led the way in establishing 

research capability as an important avenue 
towards Aatmanirbhar Bharat.  

 It has paved the way for aligning 
contemporary research in the country 
towards a shared purpose in each area.  

 Residents and overseas Indians have given 
an integrated perspective of research and 
academic capabilities to seamlessly 
contribute to India’s S&T capability for 
global good. 

 VAIBHAV has created an interactive and 
facile mechanism  in the Cyberspace, and 
has promoted collaboration and the 
development of leadership.  

 It is a grand initiative in the area of science 
and research not just for academic 
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institutes but also for public funded R&D 
organizations and Industry that utilizes the 
outcome of research. 

Significance 
 Vaibhav will add a new dimension to Atal 

Innovation Mission. Summit aims to give 
an impetus to the objectives of Atal 
Innovation Mission by leveraging the 
collaborative experience and deep 
expertise of International and Indian 
subject experts. 

About Atal Innovation Mission 
 Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) is 

Government of India’s flagship initiative to 
promote a culture of innovation and 
entrepreneurship in the country.  

 The Atal Innovation Mission has following 
two core functions: 

 Entrepreneurship promotion through 
Self-Employment and Talent Utilization, 
wherein innovators would be supported 
and mentored to become successful 
entrepreneurs. 

 Innovation promotion: to provide a 
platform where innovative ideas are 
generated. 

 Vaibhav summit seeks active support and 
ideation from Indian Diaspora for 
developing skills of Indian aspirants in 
alignment with the New Educational Policy. 

Why in News? 
 The Prime Minister inaugurated the 

Vaishwik Bharatiya Vaigyanik (VAIBHAV) 
Summit, a global virtual summit of overseas 
and resident Indian researchers and 
Academicians. 

 About 3200 panelists and about 22,500 
academicians and scientists from India and 
overseas participated in this month-long 
series of webinars.  

 The summit started on 3rd of October and 
concluded on the occasion of Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel Jayanti, 31st October 
2020.  

 

4) PRASHAD Scheme  
About the scheme: 
 The ‘National Mission on Pilgrimage 

Rejuvenation and Spiritual, Heritage 
Augmentation Drive’ (PRASHAD) was 
launched by the Ministry of Tourism in 
the year 2014-15 with the objective of 

integrated development of identified 
pilgrimage and heritage destinations. 

Objectives  
 Rejuvenation and spiritual 

augmentation of important national/ 
global pilgrimage destinations;   

 Enhance tourism attractiveness of 
identified pilgrimage destinations and 
heritage cities under integrated tourism 
development of heritage city in planned, 
prioritized and sustainable manner by 
providing world class tourism projects in 
them;   

 Follow community-based development 
through ‘Pro-Poor’ tourism concept and 
‘responsible tourism’ initiatives.   

 Assure active involvement of local 
communities through employment 
generation   

 Creating awareness among the local 
communities about the importance of 
tourism for them in terms of increase in 
sources of income, improved living 
standards and overall development of the 
area.   

 Promote heritage in the form of heritage 
structures especially under integrated 
tourism development of heritage city, 
local arts, culture, handicrafts, cuisine, 
etc., to generate livelihood in the identified 
places.   

 Strengthen the mechanism for bridging 
the infrastructural gaps at identified 
pilgrimage destinations and throughout 
heritage cities. 

Implementation Agency:  
 The projects identified under this scheme 

shall be implemented through the 
identified agencies by the respective 
State/ Union Territory Government. 

Why in News? 
 Union Minister of State for Tourism & 

Culture recently inaugurated the “Tourist 
Facilitation Centre'' facility at Guruvayur, 
Kerala, constructed under PRASHAD 
Scheme. 

Other similar Initiatives: 
 
About the Swadesh Darshan scheme   
 It is one among the flagship schemes of the 

Ministry of Tourism for development of 
thematic circuits in the country in a 
planned and prioritised manner.   
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 The Scheme is 100% centrally funded and 
efforts are made to achieve convergence 
with other schemes of Central and State 
Governments and also to leverage the 
voluntary funding available for Corporate 
Social Responsibility (CSR) initiatives of 
Central Public Sector Undertakings and 
Corporate Sector.  

The scheme has following objectives:   
 Promote cultural and heritage value of the 

country to generate livelihoods in the 
identified regions;   

 Follow community based development and 
pro-poor tourism approach; 

 Create employment through active 
involvement of local communities;   

 Tourist circuits are identified under this 
scheme. Tourist Circuit is defined as a route 
having at least three major tourist 
destinations which are distinct and apart. 
Circuits should have well defined entry and 
exit points.  

 A tourist who enters should get motivated 
to visit most of the places identified in the 
circuit.   

 A Circuit could be confined to a State or 
could be a regional circuit covering more 
than one State/Union Territory.  

 These circuits may have one dominant 
theme and other sub-themes.   

 Projects under the scheme shall be under 
the following identified themes; Eco-
tourism, Wildlife, Buddhist, Desert, 
Spiritual, Ramayana, Krishna, Coastal, 
Northeast, Rural, Himalayan, Tribal and 
Heritage. 

 

5) National Food Security Act, 
2013  

About NFSA 
 The National Food Security Act, 2013 

(NFSA) provides for food and nutritional 
security in the human life cycle approach, 
by ensuring access to adequate quantity of 
quality food at affordable prices for people 
to live a life with dignity and for matters 
connected therewith or incidental thereto. 

 The Act is in line with Goal Two of the 
Sustainable Development Goals (which 
seeks sustainable solutions to end hunger 
in all its forms by 2030 and to achieve food 

security) set by the United Nations General 
Assembly. 

 Schemes such as the Mid-Day Meal 
Scheme (MDM), the Public Distribution 
System (PDS), and the Integrated Child 
Development Services (ICDS) are 
included under the Act. 

 The Act legally entitled up to 75% of the 
rural population and 50% of the urban 
population to receive subsidized 
foodgrains under the Targeted Public 
Distribution System (TPDS). 

 About two-thirds of the population, 
therefore, is covered under the Act to 
receive highly subsidized food grains. 

 The eligible persons will be entitled to 
receive 5 Kgs of foodgrains per person 
per month at subsidised prices of Rs. 
3/2/1 per Kg for rice/wheat/coarse 
grains. The existing Antyodaya Anna 
Yojana (AAY) households, which 
constitute the poorest of the poor, will 
continue to receive 35 Kgs of foodgrains 
per household per month. 

 The Act also has a special focus on the 
nutritional support to women and children. 
Pregnant women and lactating mothers will 
be entitled to meals and maternity 
benefits of not less than Rs 6000. It is 
however restricted to two children only. 

 Children upto 14 years of age will be 
entitled to nutritious meals as per the 
prescribed nutritional standards. In case of 
non-supply of entitled foodgrains or meals, 
the beneficiaries will receive food security 
allowance.  

 The Act also contains provisions for setting 
up of grievance redressal mechanism at 
the District and State levels 

 The eldest women of the household of age 
18 years or above will be the head of the 
household for the purpose of issuing ration 
cards. 

 The implementation of the scheme comes 
under the ambit of the Ministry of 
Consumer Affairs, Food and Public 
Distribution. 

Why in News? 
 4.39 crore bogus ration cards have been 

weeded out since 2013 for rightful 
targeting of beneficiaries under NFSA. 
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6) One Rank One Pension 
About: 
 OROP implies that uniform pension be paid 

to the Armed Forces Personnel retiring in 
the same rank with the same length of 
service regardless of their date of 
retirement. 

 The decision to implement OROP was 
issued by an order in November 2015, with 
the benefit effective from July 2014 itself.  

 This had been a long-standing demand of 
ex-servicemen in the country. 

 The OROP was implemented to bridge the 
gap between the pensions of current and 
past ex-servicemen at periodic intervals. 

 Prior to OROP, soldiers who retired more 
recently received more pension than those 
who did earlier, because pensions were 
dependent on the last salary drawn. 

Why in News? 
 The central government has disbursed 

more than Rs. 42,700 crore to 20.6 lakh 
retired defence personnel under the One 
Rank One Pension (OROP) scheme, which 
was notified 5 years ago in 2015. 

 For doubts and queries email us at 
doubts@officerspulse.com 
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News in Depth
AIR NEWS 

 

1) Prime Minister Employment 
Generation Programme  

About PMEGP 
 Prime Minister’s Employment Generation 

Programme (PMEGP) is a central sector 
scheme administered by the Ministry of 
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 
since 2008-09. 

 It is a major credit-linked subsidy 
programme aimed at assisting first 
generation entrepreneurs for setting up 
micro enterprises in the non-farm sector 
by helping traditional artisans and 
unemployed youth. 

 At the national level, the Scheme is being 
implemented by Khadi and Village 
Industries Commission (KVIC), a 
statutory organization under the 
administrative control of the Ministry of 
MSME as the single nodal agency. 

 At the State level, the Scheme will be 
implemented through State KVIC 
Directorates, State Khadi and Village 
Industries Boards (KVIBs) and District 
Industries Centres (DICs) and banks. 

 Under the scheme, loans are being 
provided by all Public Sector Banks, 
selected Private Sector Banks and Co-
operative Banks with margin money 
subsidy being given by the Ministry of 
MSME through KVIC. 

Scope 
 The scheme is applicable to all viable 

projects in rural as well as urban areas, 
under the Micro enterprises sector. 

 The maximum cost of the project 
admissible under the manufacturing sector 
is Rs.25 lakhs and the business/services 
sector is Rs.10 lakhs. 

 Only one person from a family is eligible for 
obtaining financial assistance under the 
scheme. 

 Assistance under the Scheme is available 
only for new projects. 

Eligible Entrepreneurs / Borrowers 
 Any individual, above 18 years of age 
 The beneficiaries should have passed at 

least VIII standard, for setting up of project 
costing above Rs.10 lacs in the 
Manufacturing Sector and above Rs. 5 lacs 
in the business /Service Sector, 

 Self Help Groups  
 Institutions registered under Societies 

Registration Act, 1860 
 Production Co-operative Societies 
 Charitable Trusts 
Why in News? 
 Following reports that potential 

entrepreneurs are being approached by 
private persons or agencies offering loans 
under PMEGP Scheme and cheating the 
entrepreneurs by charging money from 
them, the Ministry of Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises warned the 
unscrupulous elements against cheating 
the general public in its name.  

 

2) Mission Karmayogi  
About the programme 
 Mission Karmayogi is a nationwide 

programme to lay the foundation for 
capacity building of civil servants. 

 It will help the officers to learn about the 
best practices across the world. 

 Officially called the "National Programme 
for Civil Services Capacity Building 
(NPCSCB)", the mission plans to transform 
human resource management in the 
country.  

 The fundamental focus of the reform is the 
creation of a ‘citizen centric civil service’ 
capable of creating and delivering services 
conducive to economic growth and public 
welfare.  
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 Mission Karmayogi shifts the focus from 
“Rule based training to Role based 
training”.  

 Greater thrust has been laid on behavioural 
change. 

Unfolding of Mission Karmayogi 
 Mission Karmayogi programme will be 

delivered by setting up a digital platform 
called iGOTKarmayogi.  

 NPCSCB will be governed by the Prime 
Minister’s Human Resource Council, 
which will also include state Chief 
Ministers, Union Cabinet ministers and 
experts. This council will approve and 
review civil service capacity building 
programmes. 

 Besides this, there will be a Cabinet 
Secretary Coordination Unit comprising 
select secretaries and cadre controlling 
authorities. 

 Also, there will be a Capacity Building 
Commission, which will include experts in 

related fields and global professionals. This 
commission will prepare and monitor 
annual capacity building plans and audit 
human resources available in the 
government. 

 Also, there will be a wholly-owned Special 
Purpose Vehicle (SPV), which will govern 
the iGOT-Karmayogi platform.  

 The SPV will create and operationalise the 
content, market place and manage key 
business services of iGOT-Karmayogi 
platform. 

Why in News? 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi referred to 

new initiatives such as Mission Karmayogi 
during his speech at the Lal Bahadur 
Shastri National Academy of 
Administration in Mussoorie. 

For doubts and queries email us at 
doubts@officerspulse.com 
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THE HINDU EDITORIALS 
 

1) The shifting trajectory of 
India’s foreign policy 

GS Paper 2- Regional and global groupings 
and agreements, Bilateral relations 

Context 
 The Third India-U.S. 2+2 Ministerial 

Dialogue between the Foreign and Defence 
Ministers of India and the U.S. Secretaries 
of State and Defence took place in Delhi on 
October 26-27.  

Significance of the meeting 
 The centrepiece of the dialogue was the 

signing of the Basic Exchange and 
Cooperation Agreement (BECA) for Geo-
Spatial Cooperation.  

 Significance of signing BECA 
a. This marked India’s entry as a full 

member into the select category of nations 
entitled to receive highly classified U.S. 
defence and intelligence information.  

b. With the signing of BECA, India is now a 
signatory to all U.S.-related foundational 
military agreements.  

c. By appending its signature to BECA, India is 
in a position to specifically receive sensitive 
geo-spatial intelligence. 

d. Welded together, the foundational military 
pacts effectively tie India to the wider U.S. 
strategic architecture in the region. 

 The two-day meeting also discussed steps 
to take existing bilateral cooperation, 
including ‘military to military 
cooperation, secure communication 
systems and information sharing, defence 
trade and industrial issues’, to a new level. 

Analysis of the military pacts 
 Previous governments had resisted 

attempts to get India to sign these 
agreements on the ground that it would 
compromise India’s security and 
independence in military matters.  

 Built into the agreements are provisions for 
a two-way exchange of information which 
would dilute India’s claims of 
maintaining strategic autonomy.  

 The U.S. says that the primary push for 
getting India to sign the foundational 
agreements was the threat posed by China, 
and by appending its signature India has 

signed on to becoming part of the wider 
anti-China ‘coalition of the willing’. 

 By signing BECA India has effectively 
abandoned its previous policy of 
neutrality, and of maintaining its equi-
distance from power blocs.  

Impact on China, regional ties 
 India’s willingness to sign foundational 

military agreements with the U.S., to obtain 
high grade intelligence and other sensitive 
information, would suggest that India has 
made its choice, which can only 
exacerbate already deteriorating China-
India relations. 

 Several of India’s neighbours (Sri Lanka, 
Nepal and Bangladesh), normally perceived 
to be within India’s sphere of influence, 
currently seem to be out of step with 
India’s approach on many issues. 

 At the same time, both China and the U.S. 
separately, seem to be making inroads 
and enlarging their influence here. The 
Maldives, for instance, has chosen to enter 
into a military pact with the U.S. to counter 
Chinese expansionism in the Indian Ocean 
region.   

 The impact of India signing on to U.S.-
related foundational military agreements 
impact India-Russia relations, which has 
been a staple of India’s foreign policy for 
more than half a century. 

Way forward 
 Policy planners have to pay greater 

attention at this time to offset India’s loss 
of influence and momentum in its 
immediate neighbourhood (in South Asia), 
and in its extended neighbourhood (in 
West Asia).  

 India needs to ensure, through skillful 
diplomatic handling, that the latest UAE-
Israel linkage does not adversely impact 
India’s interests in the region. 

 India needs to devote greater attention to 
try and restore India-Iran ties which have 
definitely frayed in recent years. 

 India must decide how a shift in policy at 
this time would serve India’s objectives in 
Afghanistan, considering the tremendous 
investment it has made in recent decades to 
shore up democracy in that country. 
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 Considering India’s new relationship with 
the U.S. and with its full membership of the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 
(SCO), which was conceived as an anti-
NATO entity, will test India’s diplomatic 
skills.  

 India can hardly hope to count on Russia 
as a strategic ally at a time, when Russia-
China relations have vastly expanded and a 
strategic congruence exists between the 
two countries. India will need to handle 
with skill and dexterity its relationship 
with Russia. 

 

2) The nutrition fallout of school 
closures 

GS Paper 2- Issues relating to poverty and 
hunger 

Context 
 COVID-19 has exacerbated the problem of 

child hunger and malnutrition. 
Pressing issues related to malnutrition 
 The report of The State of Food Security 

and Nutrition in the World 2020, 
released by the Food and Agriculture 
Organization in partnership with other UN 
organisations, painted a worrying picture.  

 A real-time monitoring tool estimated that 
as of April 2020, the peak of school 
closures, 369 million children globally 
were losing out on school meals, a bulk of 
who were in India. 

 The recent Global Hunger Index (GHI) 
report for 2020 ranks India at 94 out of 
107 countries and in the category ‘serious’, 
behind our neighbours Pakistan, 
Bangladesh and Nepal.  

 We are far out in terms of achieving the 
‘Zero Hunger’ goal. 

 A report by the International Labour 
Organization and the UNICEF, on COVID-
19 and child labour, cautions that unless 
school services and social security are 
universally strengthened, there is a risk 
that some children may not even return to 
schools when they reopen. 

About Mid Day Meal Scheme 
 The Mid Day Meal Scheme was launched in 

the year 1995 as a centrally sponsored 
scheme under the Ministry of Human 
Resource and Development. 

 The scheme provides that every child 
within the age group of six to fourteen 

years studying in classes I to VIII who 
enrols and attends the school, shall be 
provided hot cooked meal having 
nutritional standards of 450 calories 
and 12 gm of protein for primary (I- V 
class) and 700 calories and 20 gm 
protein for upper primary (VI-VIII class) 
including adequate quantities of 
micronutrients like iron, folic acid, Vitamin-
A, etc., free of charge every day except on 
school holidays. 

 The scheme covers all government and 
government aided schools and also 
Madarsa and Maqtabs supported under the 
Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan. 

Significance of MDMS  
 This is approximately one-third of the 

nutritional requirement of the child. 
 Many research reports, and even the Joint 

Review Mission of MDMS, 2015-16 noted 
that many children reach school on an 
empty stomach, making the school’s mid-
day meal a major source of nutrition for 
children, particularly those from 
vulnerable communities. 

Recent orders   
 In orders in March and April 2020, in the 

wake of the COVID-19 pandemic and 
closure of schools, the Government of India 
announced that the usual hot-cooked mid-
day meal or an equivalent food security 
allowance/dry ration would be provided 
to all eligible school-going children even 
during vacation, to ensure that their 
immunity and nutrition is not 
compromised.  

 Nearly three months into this decision, 
States were still struggling to implement 
this. 

Status of MDMS implementation during 
pandemic 

 According to the Food Corporation of 
India’s (FCI) food grain bulletin, the off 
take of grains under MDMS from FCI during 
April and May, 2020 was 22% lower than 
the corresponding off take during April and 
May, 2019. 

 There were 23 States and Union Territories 
that reported a decline in the grain off 
take from FCI in April-May 2020, 
compared with corresponding months in 
2019.  
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 Data and media reports indicate that dry 
ration distributions in lieu of school meals 
are irregular.  

 Serving hot meals, at the children’s homes 
or even at the centre, may have challenges 
in the present scenario. Even States like 
Tamil Nadu, with a relatively good 
infrastructure for the MDMS, are unable to 
serve the mandated ‘hot cooked meal’ 
during the lockdown. 

Innovative strategies 
Decentralised models 
 The COVID-19 crisis has brought home the 

need for such decentralised models and 
local supply chains. 

 A livelihood model that links local 
smallholder farmers with the mid-day 
meal system for the supply of cereals, 
vegetables, and eggs, while meeting protein 
and hidden hunger needs, which could 
diversify production and farming systems, 
transform rural livelihoods and the local 
economy, and fulfil the ‘Atmanirbhar 
Poshan’ (nutritional self-sufficiency) 
agenda.  

School Nutrition Garden 
 Ensuring the functionality of initiatives 

such as the School Nutrition (Kitchen) 
Garden under MDMS provide fresh 
vegetables for mid-day meals is necessary. 

Distribute meals during pandemic too 
 Hot meals can be provided to eligible 

children with a plan to prepare and 
distribute the meal in the school mid-day 
meal centre which is similar to free urban 
canteens or community kitchens for the 
elderly and others in distress in States like 
Odisha. Also adequate awareness of the 
availability of the scheme is needed.  

Empowering local farmers 
 Locally produced vegetables and fruits may 

be added to the MDMS which provides an 
income to local farmers. Besides, 
distribution of eggs where feasible can be 
carried out.  

Retrospective effect 
 The missed mid-day meal entitlement 

for April may be provided to children as 
dry ration with retrospective effect. 

Conclusion 
 With continuing uncertainty regarding the 

reopening of schools, innovation is 
required to ensure that not just food, but 

nutrition is delivered regularly to 
millions of children. 

 For information about the State of Food 
Security and Nutrition in the World 2020 
report refer pulse edition 9. 

 For information about the Global Hunger 
Index refer pulse edition 21. 

3) The financial capacity of states 
is being weakened  

Context 
 State governments drive a majority of the 

country’s development programmes. States 
need resources to deliver these 
responsibilities and aspirations. 
Unfortunately, the financial capacity of the 
States is structurally being weakened.  

 Through various means the Union 
government has substantially reduced the 
fiscal resource capacity of the States. 

Factors responsible 
 The ability of the States to expand revenue 

has been constrained since the Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) regime was adopted.  

 The Centre’s resource mobilisation space 
vis-a-vis that of the States is now far 
greater.  

 While both face a very challenging fiscal 
environment, the Centre, instead of finding 
mutually beneficial solutions, has 
repeatedly opted to undermine the 
current and future fiscal capacities of 
the States through the following means. 

Declining devolution 
 Finance Commissions recommend the 

share of States in the taxes raised by the 
Union government. Their 
recommendations are normally adhered 
to.  

 Prior to 2014, devolution of funds to the 
States were consistently and cumulatively 
more than 13th Finance Commission’s 
projections.  

 The year 2014-15 witnessed the actual 
devolution which was 14% less than the 
Finance Commission’s projection.  

 Subsequent devolutions have been 
consistently less every year, ending the 
period 2019-20 with a whopping -37% 
whis is an undeniable and substantial 
reduction of the fiscal resource capacity of 
the States. 

Shrinking the divisible pool 
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 Various cesses and surcharges levied by 
the Union government are retained fully by 
it. They do not go into the divisible pool. 
This allows the Centre to raise revenues, 
yet not share them with the States.  

 Hence, the Union government imposes or 
increases cesses and surcharges instead of 
taxes wherever possible and, in some cases, 
even replaces taxes with cesses and 
surcharges. When taxes are replaced with 
cesses and surcharges, the consumer pays 
the same price. But the Union government 
keeps more of that revenue and reduces 
the size of the divisible pool. As a result, the 
States lose out on their share.  

 Between 2014-15 and 2019-20, cesses and 
surcharges soared from 9.3% to 15% of the 
gross tax revenue of the Union government. 
This systematic rise ensures that the 
revenue that is fully retained by the Union 
government increases at the cost of the 
revenue that is shared with the States.  

GST shortfall 
 Shortfalls have been persistent and 

growing from the inception of GST.  
 Compensations have been paid from the 

GST cess revenue.  
 GST cesses are levied on luxury or sin 

goods on top of the GST. These are levied 
irrespective of compensation needs. GST 
compensation will end with 2021-22 
however the cesses will continue. 

 During 2019-20, the cess collected was 
₹95,444 crore. With the abnormal 
exception of this year, the years ahead will 
generate similar or more cess revenue.  

 Of the nearly ₹3 lakh crore GST shortfall to 
the States this year, the Centre will only 
compensate ₹1.8 lakh crore. 

 Many States have been insisting that the 
Union government should borrow this 
year’s GST shortfall in full and release it 
to the States. The entire loan can be repaid 
out of the assured cess revenue that will 
continue to accrue beyond 2022.  

Consequences 
Reduction in revenue 
 Due to the combined effect of cutbacks in 

devolution, the shrinking divisible pool, 
failure to pay full GST compensation this 
year and fall in Central grants, the States 
may experience a fall of 20%-25% in 
their revenues this year.  

Increased borrowings 

 To overcome such extreme blows to their 
finances and discharge their welfare and 
development responsibilities, the States are 
now forced to resort to large borrowings. 
Repayment burden will overwhelm State 
budgets for several years.  

Developmental impact 
 After paying loans and interest, salaries and 

pensions, and establishment expenses, 
there will be fewer resources available 
for development and welfare. 

  The fall in funds for development and 
welfare programmes will adversely impact 
the livelihoods of crores of Indians. Adverse 
consequences will be felt in per capita 
income, human resource development 
and poverty.  

Conclusion 
 States are at the forefront of development 

and generation of opportunities and 
growth. Strong States lead to a stronger 
India. The systematic weakening of States 
serves neither federalism nor national 
interest. 

 

4) A secure future for platform 
workers 

Context 
 The Code on Social Security Bill, 2020, 

for the first time in Indian law, attempted 
to define ‘platform work’ outside of the 
traditional employment category.  

What are Platform works? 
 According to Code on Social Security Bill, 

2020, Platform work means a work 
arrangement outside of a traditional 
employer-employee relationship in 
which organisations or individuals use an 
online platform to access other 
organisations or individuals. 

 It solves specific problems or provides 
specific services or any such other activities 
which may be notified by the Central 
Government, in exchange for payment. 

Significance of platform workers 
 Platform workers were responsible for 

delivery of essential services during the 
pandemic at great personal risk to 
themselves.  

 They have also been responsible for 
keeping platform companies afloat 
despite the pandemic-induced financial 
crisis.  
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 This has cemented their role as public 
infrastructures who also sustain demand-
driven aggregators.  

 The dependence of companies on platform 
workers merits a jointly assumed 
responsibility by public and private 
institutions to deliver welfare measures. 

What is the issue? 
 While the long overdue move to recognise 

platform work has been made, the Code has 
drawn criticism from platform workers 
associations. 

Criticism 
Failing to differentiate 
 Failing to delineate it from gig work and 

unorganised work is an issue. 
 A categorical clarification could ensure that 

social security measures are provided to 
workers without compromising the 
qualities of platform work: flexibility and a 
sense of ownership. 

Misclassification of platform workers  
 The misclassification of platform workers 

as ‘independent contractors’ instead of 
granting employee status to platform 
workers which guarantees minimum wage 
and welfare benefits. 

Flexibility of the platform 
 Platform work promises workers flexibility 

and ownership over delivery of work, but 
they are still largely dictated by 
mechanisms of control which affects 
pricing per unit of work, allocation of work, 
and hours.  

 To enter the platform economy, workers 
rely on intensive loan schemes, often 
facilitated by platform aggregator 
companies. This results in dependence on 
platform companies, driven by financial 
obligations, thus reducing flexibility. 

Undefined responsibility 
 The Code states the provision of basic 

welfare measures as a joint responsibility 
of the Central government, platform 
aggregators, and workers. However, it does 
not state which stakeholder is 
responsible for delivering what quantum 
of welfare.  

Way forward 
Tripartite effort 
 To mitigate operational breakdowns in 

providing welfare services, a tripartite 
effort by the State, companies, and 
workers to identify where workers fall on 
the spectrum of flexibility and dependence 
on platform companies is critical. 

Socio legal acknowledgement 
 A way forward for platform workers is 

through a socio-legal acknowledgement 
of the heterogeneity of work in the gig 
economy, and the ascription of joint 
accountability to the State and platform 
companies for the delivery of social 
services. 

For doubts and queries email us at 
doubts@officerspulse.com 
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INDIAN EXPRESS EXPLAINED 
 

1) What is a radio burst, spotted 
by NASA for the first time in the 
Milky Way? 

Why in the news? 
 NASA has reported the first fast radio 

burst (FRB) seen within the Milky Way 
galaxy. 

What are FRBs? 
 FRBs are bright bursts of radio waves 

whose durations lie in the millisecond-
scale, because of which it is difficult to 
detect them and determine their position in 
the sky. 

 Radio waves are produced by astronomical 
objects by changing magnetic fields.  

What is the source of FRB detected in our 
galaxy? 

 The source of the FRB detected by NASA 
recently is a powerful magnetic neutron 
star, referred to as a magnetar, called SGR 
1935+2154 or SGR 1935. 

 A magnetar is a type of neutron star 
believed to have an extremely powerful 
magnetic field. A neutron star is the 
collapsed core of a massive supergiant star. 
A magnetar occasionally releases flares 
with more energy in a fraction of a second 
than the Sun is capable of emitting in tens 
of thousands of years. 

Why is it significant? 

 Until the latest discovery of FRBs, the 
scientists didn't know the source of them. 
After they established magnetar is the 
source, they are looking into possible 
outcomes of them with close observation. 

 

2) Likelihood of future 
pandemics, their damage 
potential, as per a new report. 

What is IPBES? 
 The Intergovernmental Science-Policy 

Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem 
Services (IPBES) is an independent 
intergovernmental body established by 
States to strengthen the science-policy 
interface for biodiversity and ecosystem 
services for the conservation and 
sustainable use of biodiversity, long-term 

human well-being and sustainable 
development.  

 It was established in Panama City, on 21 
April 2012 by 94 Governments.  It is not a 
United Nations body.   

 However, at the request of the IPBES 
Plenary and with the authorization of the 
UNEP Governing Council in 2013, the 
United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP) provides secretariat services to 
IPBES. 

What is a pandemic? 

 According to WHO, a pandemic is defined 
as “an epidemic occurring worldwide, or 
over a very wide area, crossing 
international boundaries and usually 
affecting a large number of people”. 

Why in the news? 

 IPBES has released a new report saying 
that the world will face frequent pandemics 
and humans may be killed more. 

 The report notes that COVID-19 is at least 
the sixth pandemic to have taken place in 
the last century since the Great Influenza 
Pandemic of 1918. About 70% of the 
infections are coming from animal sources 
which are due to contact among wildlife, 
livestock and people. And about 30 percent 
of emerging infectious diseases are 
attributed to land use change, 
agricultural expansion and 
urbanisation. 

 It notes that there are over 1.7 million 
currently ‘undiscovered’ viruses that exist 
in mammals and birds, out of which up to 
827,000 could have the ability to infect 
people. 

How can pandemic risk be reduced? 

 The pandemic risk can be lowered by: 
a. Reducing the human activities that drive 

loss of biodiversity,  
b. Greater conservation of protected areas  
c. Through measures that reduce 

unsustainable exploitation of high 
biodiversity regions 

d. Launching a high-level intergovernmental 
council on pandemic prevention 

e. Controlling international wildlife trade. 
 The above measures will reduce the 

contact between wildlife-livestock and 
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humans, thereby helping prevent the spill-
over of new diseases 

 

3) The importance of Gilgit 
Baltistan and why Pak has 
given it a provincial status 

Where is Gilgit Baltistan? 

 
 It is the India claimed territory as a part of 

Jammu and Kashmir. 
 But, it is the northernmost territory 

administered by Pakistan, providing the 
country’s only territorial frontier, and thus 
a land route, with China, where it meets 
the Xinjiang Autonomous Region.  

 CPEC (China Pakistan Economic Corridor) 
passes through this region and is vital for 
both Pakistan and India. 

Why in the news? 
 Pakistan is all set to declare Gilgit Baltistan 

as provincial status thus making it as 5th 
province of the country. 

 India has condemned the move of Pakistan. 
A brief history of this region: 
 Gilgit Balistan was part of Kashmir ruled by 

Maharaja Hari Singh. It was leased to 
British in 1935 by Hari Singh. 

 Post partition and declaration of 
independence to India there was a 
rebellion against Hari Singh. With further 
ceasefire after India-Pakistan first war in 
1947, Gilgit Balistan was cut-off with Indian 
contact. 

 From 1947 till 2009, it was ruled by its 
elites. During this time, Gilgit Balistan was 
called as the Northern Areas by Pakistan.  

 But in 2009, Gilgit-Baltistan 
(Empowerment and Self-Governance) 
Order, 2009 was enacted by Pakistan to 
give a Legislative Assembly to this region 

with 24 directly elected members and nine 
nominated ones. 

 The elections have been held since then to 
this Legislative Assembly and the polls to 
this LA are about to be held in November 
2020. 

 Pakistan intensified its move towards 
giving Gilgit Balistan a provincial status 
after India enacted J&K reorganisation 
Act on August 5, 2019.  

What do the people of Gilgit Baltistan say? 

 Most of the community is different from 
Kashmir people. Majority of G-B people are 
Shia (a major sect of Islam) and are angry 
with the Pakistan government for 
terrorising Shia people, but predominantly 
they think that merger with Pakistan will 
solve the issue. 

 They have been demanding merger with 
Pakistan since years, because they don't 
enjoy the same rights as a Pakistan citizen.  

 There is virtually no connection with India.  
Conclusion 
 But this status would be provisional one 

because according to the ceasefire 
agreements and UN security council 
resolutions, a plebiscite is yet to happen in 
Kashmir. Hence if a plebiscite happens the 
votes of Gilgit baltistan will be important. 

 

4) Who is a ‘street vendor’ in 
India, and what is the Street 
Vendors Act? 

Why in the news? 
 The Prime Minister has launched a stimulus 

package for street vendors under the 
scheme known as the Pradhan Mantri 
Street Vendors’ Atmanirbhar Nidhi 
Yojana, (PM SVANidhi). 

About PM SVANidhi scheme 

 
 This scheme was launched by the Ministry 

of Housing and Urban Affairs in June 
2020. 

 The scheme aims to provide credit for 
working capital to street vendors who have 
been affected due to the Covid-19 crisis. 

 The scheme intends to facilitate collateral 
free working capital loans of up to ₹ 
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10,000/- of one-year tenure, to 
approximately 50 lakh street vendors, to 
help resume their businesses in the urban 
areas, including surrounding peri-
urban/rural areas. 

 The street vendor is compensated for 
digital transactions.  

 All street vendors who have been in the 
business on or before March 24, 2020, 
are eligible to avail the benefits.  

Who are street vendors in India? 

 Anyone who doesn’t have a permanent 
shop is considered a street vendor. 

 Street-vending accounts for 14 per cent of 
the total (non-agricultural) urban 
informal employment in the country. 

 There are estimated 50-60 lakh street 
vendors in India, with the largest 
concentrations in the cities of Delhi, 
Mumbai, Kolkata, and Ahmadabad.  

 Most of them are migrants to the larger 
cities. 

Issues faced by street vendors 

 License caps 

 Eviction drive by local bodies 
 Exploitation and extortion by local police 

and municipal authorities. 
The Street Vendors Act 

 In 2014, with the push by the National 
Association of Street Vendors of India 
(NASVI), the government enacted an act 
called The Street Vendors (Protection of 
Livelihood and Regulation of Street 
Vending) Act, 2014. 

 It was enacted to regulate street vendors in 
public areas and protect their rights. 

 The Act asks the local government to form 
Town Vending Committees in various 
districts to ensure that all street vendors 
identified by the government are 
accommodated in the vending zones 
subject to norms.  

 Barring from few districts in India, the 
formation of Town vending committees has 
not been done.  

For doubts and queries email us at: 
doubts@officerspulse.com  
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ART & CULTURE 
 
1) Draft Spacecom policy and 

India's Space sector  
 As the Union government gave its nod to 

bring reforms in the space sector by 
allowing private players participation, ISRO 
has released Draft of New Space Based 
Communication (Spacecom) Policy of 
India, 2020. 

Salient features of the policy 
 There was a Spacecom policy in the past 

especially for communication satellites. 
 The main limitation of the past policy was 

non-involvement of private players in 
the space sector. 

 Previously, private players were only 
considered as vendors of services. 

 The current Spacecom policy aims at 
reforming all the spheres and there will 
be no restriction for the private players 
and they will be able to carry out all the 
space activities on their own will. 

 The policy will regulate the commercial 
use of satellites, orbital slots and ground 
stations for communication needs.  

 ISRO has always provided handholding 
for the private sector as there is excellent 
responsibility on the startups to boost the 
private sector engagement. 

 Space being a strategic sector it is 
important to safeguard its activities for 
which the Space Activities Bill and Indian 
National Space Promotion and 
Authorization Centre (IN-SPACe) 
mechanism are being implemented. 

 The private players in the space 
communication sector will also enable 
India to keep pace with growing demand 
for satellite based broadcasting, network 
connectivity and global mobile personal 
communication. 

 Thus, the entire gamut of the country's 
expertise will be contributing to the 
space sector in the upcoming future. 

What are the potential areas for Private 
Sector? 

 Space is around 360 billion dollars 
economy out of which 48% is for ground 
system and installation whereas 45% is for 
applications. 

 The private players can grab the entire 
spending for commercial basis by 
contributing towards the ground system 
and installation. 

 Private players can work on operational 
and commercial satellites by providing 
services. 

 May engage in technology development. 
 Can work for space communication which 

has maximum contribution to the space 
sector. 

Challenges  
 Technology can be misused if proper law is 

not in place. 
 Accountability for the specific activities 

might be a major concern. 
 Infrastructure technicalities. 
Cooperation in fields along with 

international space agencies 
i. NASA- Advanced up gradation of satellites 

ii. Russian space agency (ROSCOSMOS)- 
Training Indian astronauts 

iii. Japan space agency (JAXA) - For the 
upcoming moon mission 

iv. Israel space agency (ISA) - For developing 
small satellites. 

Conclusion 
 The potential of private players is very high 

for technology development and it can be 
utilised for upcoming projects. 

For doubts and queries email us at: 
doubts@officerspulse.com 
  



37 
 

For free learning, visit www.officerspulse.com 
 

References  
POLITY: 
 https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/mha

-tells-states-to-register-more-firs-for-cyber-

crime/article32997209.ece 
 https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kera

la/state-withdraws-general-consent-to-

cbi/article33023232.ece 
 https://indianexpress.com/article/india/madhy

a-pradesh-bypolls-sc-stays-ec-order-revoking-
star-campaigner-status-of-kamal-nath-

6913649/ 
 https://vikaspedia.in/health/nutrition/fortificati

on-of-food 
 https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/cent

re-to-extend-fortified-rice-scheme-to-112-

districts/article33016045.ece 
 

Environment  
 https://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/wildlife-board-clears-plan-for-vulture-
conservation/article33025074.ece 

 https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/wi
ldlife-biodiversity/national-board-for-
wildlife-hasn-t-met-even-once-since-2014-
70374#:~:text=%E2%80%9CUnder%20th
e%20provisions%20of%20the,at%20least
%20twice%20a%20year.&text=The%20St
anding%20Committee's%20function%20is
,a%20purely%20project%20clearance%20
body. 

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_vult
ure_crisis#:~:text=Diclofenac%20is%20a
%20common%20anti,India%20beginning
%20in%20the%201990s. 

 https://www.newindianexpress.com/worl
d/2020/nov/04/us-formally-exits-paris-
pact-aiming-to-curb-climate-change-
2219288.html 

 https://unfccc.int/process/the-paris-
agreement/status-of-ratification 

 https://www.britannica.com/science/wind
-chill 

 http://www.imdpune.gov.in/Weather/Rep
orts/glossary.pdf 

 https://www.mudumalaitigerreserve.com/
about-us/ 

 https://nilgiris.nic.in/tourist-
place/mudumalai-tiger-reserve/ 

 http://forestsclearance.nic.in/writereaddat
a/Addinfo/0_0_1113121612211Guidelines
forESZ.pdf 

 https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/c
hennai/mtr-needs-a-plan-for-eco-
conservation/articleshow/79006787.cms 

 https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india
/3-of-every-5-very-high-water-risk-cities-
are-in-india-
wwf/articleshow/79015645.cms 

 https://www.thehindu.com/news/national
/30-indian-cities-will-face-water-risk-by-
2050-report/article33007337.ece 

 https://www.worldwildlife.org/about/hist
ory 

 https://www.worldwildlife.org/about#:~:t
ext=WWF%20works%20to%20help%20lo
cal,local%20to%20a%20global%20scale. 

 https://waterriskfilter.panda.org/en/Abou
t/ToolAndTeam 

 
Economy 
 https://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/central-nod-for-several-key-
appointments-in-ed/article33006287.ece 

 https://www.thehindu.com/business/Econ
omy/manufacturing-grows-fastest-since-
2007/article33007405.ece 

 http://newsonair.com/News?title=Day-1-
of-auction-of-coal-mines-witnesses-strong-
%26-healthy-competition-among-
bidders&id=403567 

 

IR 
 http://newsonair.com/News?title=UNGA-

adopts-two-India-sponsored-resolutions-
on-Nuclear-disarmament&id=403645 

 https://indianexpress.com/article/explain
ed/malabar-naval-exercise-india-
6915447/ 

 

S&T 
 https://www.thehindu.com/sci-

tech/science/how-water-bears-survive-lethal-

uv-radiation/article32991933.ece 
 https://www.thehindu.com/sci-

tech/science/what-is-the-d614g-mutation-
in-coronavirus/article32992120.ece 

 https://thehindu.com/sci-
tech/science/spiral-galaxy-bars-may-
prevent-new-stars/article32992069.ece 

 https://www.thehindu.com/news/national
/other-states/satellites-to-detect-drug-
cultivation-in-odisha/article33006691.ece  

  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/mha-tells-states-to-register-more-firs-for-cyber-crime/article32997209.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/mha-tells-states-to-register-more-firs-for-cyber-crime/article32997209.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/mha-tells-states-to-register-more-firs-for-cyber-crime/article32997209.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/state-withdraws-general-consent-to-cbi/article33023232.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/state-withdraws-general-consent-to-cbi/article33023232.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/state-withdraws-general-consent-to-cbi/article33023232.ece
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/madhya-pradesh-bypolls-sc-stays-ec-order-revoking-star-campaigner-status-of-kamal-nath-6913649/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/madhya-pradesh-bypolls-sc-stays-ec-order-revoking-star-campaigner-status-of-kamal-nath-6913649/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/madhya-pradesh-bypolls-sc-stays-ec-order-revoking-star-campaigner-status-of-kamal-nath-6913649/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/madhya-pradesh-bypolls-sc-stays-ec-order-revoking-star-campaigner-status-of-kamal-nath-6913649/
https://vikaspedia.in/health/nutrition/fortification-of-food
https://vikaspedia.in/health/nutrition/fortification-of-food
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/centre-to-extend-fortified-rice-scheme-to-112-districts/article33016045.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/centre-to-extend-fortified-rice-scheme-to-112-districts/article33016045.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/centre-to-extend-fortified-rice-scheme-to-112-districts/article33016045.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/wildlife-board-clears-plan-for-vulture-conservation/article33025074.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/wildlife-board-clears-plan-for-vulture-conservation/article33025074.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/wildlife-board-clears-plan-for-vulture-conservation/article33025074.ece
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/wildlife-biodiversity/national-board-for-wildlife-hasn-t-met-even-once-since-2014-70374#:~:text=%E2%80%9CUnder%20the%20provisions%20of%20the,at%20least%20twice%20a%20year.&text=The%20Standing%20Committee's%20function%20is,a%20purely%20project%20clearance%20body
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/wildlife-biodiversity/national-board-for-wildlife-hasn-t-met-even-once-since-2014-70374#:~:text=%E2%80%9CUnder%20the%20provisions%20of%20the,at%20least%20twice%20a%20year.&text=The%20Standing%20Committee's%20function%20is,a%20purely%20project%20clearance%20body
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/wildlife-biodiversity/national-board-for-wildlife-hasn-t-met-even-once-since-2014-70374#:~:text=%E2%80%9CUnder%20the%20provisions%20of%20the,at%20least%20twice%20a%20year.&text=The%20Standing%20Committee's%20function%20is,a%20purely%20project%20clearance%20body
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/wildlife-biodiversity/national-board-for-wildlife-hasn-t-met-even-once-since-2014-70374#:~:text=%E2%80%9CUnder%20the%20provisions%20of%20the,at%20least%20twice%20a%20year.&text=The%20Standing%20Committee's%20function%20is,a%20purely%20project%20clearance%20body
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/wildlife-biodiversity/national-board-for-wildlife-hasn-t-met-even-once-since-2014-70374#:~:text=%E2%80%9CUnder%20the%20provisions%20of%20the,at%20least%20twice%20a%20year.&text=The%20Standing%20Committee's%20function%20is,a%20purely%20project%20clearance%20body
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/wildlife-biodiversity/national-board-for-wildlife-hasn-t-met-even-once-since-2014-70374#:~:text=%E2%80%9CUnder%20the%20provisions%20of%20the,at%20least%20twice%20a%20year.&text=The%20Standing%20Committee's%20function%20is,a%20purely%20project%20clearance%20body
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/wildlife-biodiversity/national-board-for-wildlife-hasn-t-met-even-once-since-2014-70374#:~:text=%E2%80%9CUnder%20the%20provisions%20of%20the,at%20least%20twice%20a%20year.&text=The%20Standing%20Committee's%20function%20is,a%20purely%20project%20clearance%20body
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/wildlife-biodiversity/national-board-for-wildlife-hasn-t-met-even-once-since-2014-70374#:~:text=%E2%80%9CUnder%20the%20provisions%20of%20the,at%20least%20twice%20a%20year.&text=The%20Standing%20Committee's%20function%20is,a%20purely%20project%20clearance%20body
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/wildlife-biodiversity/national-board-for-wildlife-hasn-t-met-even-once-since-2014-70374#:~:text=%E2%80%9CUnder%20the%20provisions%20of%20the,at%20least%20twice%20a%20year.&text=The%20Standing%20Committee's%20function%20is,a%20purely%20project%20clearance%20body
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_vulture_crisis#:~:text=Diclofenac%20is%20a%20common%20anti,India%20beginning%20in%20the%201990s
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_vulture_crisis#:~:text=Diclofenac%20is%20a%20common%20anti,India%20beginning%20in%20the%201990s
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_vulture_crisis#:~:text=Diclofenac%20is%20a%20common%20anti,India%20beginning%20in%20the%201990s
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_vulture_crisis#:~:text=Diclofenac%20is%20a%20common%20anti,India%20beginning%20in%20the%201990s
https://www.newindianexpress.com/world/2020/nov/04/us-formally-exits-paris-pact-aiming-to-curb-climate-change-2219288.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/world/2020/nov/04/us-formally-exits-paris-pact-aiming-to-curb-climate-change-2219288.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/world/2020/nov/04/us-formally-exits-paris-pact-aiming-to-curb-climate-change-2219288.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/world/2020/nov/04/us-formally-exits-paris-pact-aiming-to-curb-climate-change-2219288.html
https://unfccc.int/process/the-paris-agreement/status-of-ratification
https://unfccc.int/process/the-paris-agreement/status-of-ratification
https://www.britannica.com/science/wind-chill
https://www.britannica.com/science/wind-chill
http://www.imdpune.gov.in/Weather/Reports/glossary.pdf
http://www.imdpune.gov.in/Weather/Reports/glossary.pdf
https://www.mudumalaitigerreserve.com/about-us/
https://www.mudumalaitigerreserve.com/about-us/
https://nilgiris.nic.in/tourist-place/mudumalai-tiger-reserve/
https://nilgiris.nic.in/tourist-place/mudumalai-tiger-reserve/
http://forestsclearance.nic.in/writereaddata/Addinfo/0_0_1113121612211GuidelinesforESZ.pdf
http://forestsclearance.nic.in/writereaddata/Addinfo/0_0_1113121612211GuidelinesforESZ.pdf
http://forestsclearance.nic.in/writereaddata/Addinfo/0_0_1113121612211GuidelinesforESZ.pdf
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/mtr-needs-a-plan-for-eco-conservation/articleshow/79006787.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/mtr-needs-a-plan-for-eco-conservation/articleshow/79006787.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/mtr-needs-a-plan-for-eco-conservation/articleshow/79006787.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/3-of-every-5-very-high-water-risk-cities-are-in-india-wwf/articleshow/79015645.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/3-of-every-5-very-high-water-risk-cities-are-in-india-wwf/articleshow/79015645.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/3-of-every-5-very-high-water-risk-cities-are-in-india-wwf/articleshow/79015645.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/3-of-every-5-very-high-water-risk-cities-are-in-india-wwf/articleshow/79015645.cms
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/30-indian-cities-will-face-water-risk-by-2050-report/article33007337.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/30-indian-cities-will-face-water-risk-by-2050-report/article33007337.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/30-indian-cities-will-face-water-risk-by-2050-report/article33007337.ece
https://www.worldwildlife.org/about/history
https://www.worldwildlife.org/about/history
https://www.worldwildlife.org/about#:~:text=WWF%20works%20to%20help%20local,local%20to%20a%20global%20scale
https://www.worldwildlife.org/about#:~:text=WWF%20works%20to%20help%20local,local%20to%20a%20global%20scale
https://www.worldwildlife.org/about#:~:text=WWF%20works%20to%20help%20local,local%20to%20a%20global%20scale
https://waterriskfilter.panda.org/en/About/ToolAndTeam
https://waterriskfilter.panda.org/en/About/ToolAndTeam
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/central-nod-for-several-key-appointments-in-ed/article33006287.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/central-nod-for-several-key-appointments-in-ed/article33006287.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/central-nod-for-several-key-appointments-in-ed/article33006287.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/manufacturing-grows-fastest-since-2007/article33007405.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/manufacturing-grows-fastest-since-2007/article33007405.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/manufacturing-grows-fastest-since-2007/article33007405.ece
http://newsonair.com/News?title=Day-1-of-auction-of-coal-mines-witnesses-strong-%26-healthy-competition-among-bidders&id=403567
http://newsonair.com/News?title=Day-1-of-auction-of-coal-mines-witnesses-strong-%26-healthy-competition-among-bidders&id=403567
http://newsonair.com/News?title=Day-1-of-auction-of-coal-mines-witnesses-strong-%26-healthy-competition-among-bidders&id=403567
http://newsonair.com/News?title=Day-1-of-auction-of-coal-mines-witnesses-strong-%26-healthy-competition-among-bidders&id=403567
http://newsonair.com/News?title=UNGA-adopts-two-India-sponsored-resolutions-on-Nuclear-disarmament&id=403645
http://newsonair.com/News?title=UNGA-adopts-two-India-sponsored-resolutions-on-Nuclear-disarmament&id=403645
http://newsonair.com/News?title=UNGA-adopts-two-India-sponsored-resolutions-on-Nuclear-disarmament&id=403645
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/malabar-naval-exercise-india-6915447/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/malabar-naval-exercise-india-6915447/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/malabar-naval-exercise-india-6915447/
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/how-water-bears-survive-lethal-uv-radiation/article32991933.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/how-water-bears-survive-lethal-uv-radiation/article32991933.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/how-water-bears-survive-lethal-uv-radiation/article32991933.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/what-is-the-d614g-mutation-in-coronavirus/article32992120.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/what-is-the-d614g-mutation-in-coronavirus/article32992120.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/what-is-the-d614g-mutation-in-coronavirus/article32992120.ece
https://thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/spiral-galaxy-bars-may-prevent-new-stars/article32992069.ece
https://thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/spiral-galaxy-bars-may-prevent-new-stars/article32992069.ece
https://thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/spiral-galaxy-bars-may-prevent-new-stars/article32992069.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/satellites-to-detect-drug-cultivation-in-odisha/article33006691.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/satellites-to-detect-drug-cultivation-in-odisha/article33006691.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/satellites-to-detect-drug-cultivation-in-odisha/article33006691.ece


38 
 

For free learning, visit www.officerspulse.com 
 

 https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion
/editorials/scholarship-scam-jharkhand-
6928891/ 

 

 
Editorials 
 https://www.thehindu.com/todays-

paper/tp-opinion/the-shifting-trajectory-
of-indias-foreign-
policy/article32999687.ece  

 https://www.thehindu.com/todays-
paper/tp-opinion/the-nutrition-fallout-of-
school-closures/article33007453.ece 

 https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/
the-financial-capacity-of-states-is-being-
weakened/article33024573.ece  

 https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-
ed/a-secure-future-for-platform-
workers/article32998179.ece  

 
PIB 
 https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.

aspx?PRID=1669599 
 2)http://164.100.47.193/Refinput/New_R

eference_Notes/English/JAN%20AUSHADH
I%20SCHEME.pdf 

 https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.
aspx?PRID=1669797 

 3)https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePa
ge.aspx?PRID=1669320 

 https://innovate.mygov.in/vaibhav-
summit/#tab2 

 4)https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePa
ge.aspx?PRID=1669990 

 https://www.tourism.gov.in/sites/default/
files/2020-
07/PRASHAD%20Existing%20Guidelines
%20%281%29.pdf 

 5)https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePa
ge.aspx?PRID=1670547 

 6)https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.asp
x?PRID=1670633 

 https://www.thehindu.com/news/national
/five-years-of-orop-a-momentous-
occasion-pm-modi/article33046214.ece 

  
 

ART and CULTURE 
 https://www.thehindu.com/news/national

/tamil-nadu/vck-calls-for-state-wide-
protest-demanding-ban-on-
manusmriti/article32933356.ece 

 https://www.thehindu.com/news/national
/other-states/malik-praises-sir-syeds-
vision-of-a-nation/article32884036.ece 

 https://www.thehindu.com/news/national
/kerala/allow-overnight-stay-at-nilakkal-
says-hc/article32901557.ece 

 https://www.thehindu.com/news/national
/national-museums-miniature-paintings-
on-google-arts-culture-
app/article32923226.ece 

 

Defence 
 https://indianexpress.com/article/world/c

hina-to-begin-construction-of-yaan-linzhi-
section-of-sichuan-tibet-railway-close-to-
indias-border-6912722/ 

 https://www.thehindu.com/news/national
/proposals-in-works-to-hike-retirement-
age-in-armed-forces-cut-down-
pension/article33021303.ece 

 https://www.thehindu.com/news/national
/ndc-to-increase-intake-from-
neighbouring-nations/article33023828.ece 

 
AIR  
 http://newsonair.com/News?title=Ministry-of-

MSME-warns-public-against-cheating-in-

name-of-PMEGP-Scheme&id=403807 
 
 https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/work-

hard-take-people-along-pm-modi-tells-ias-

officers/photostory/49846115.cms 
 

Indian Express 
 https://indianexpress.com/article/explain

ed/explained-what-is-a-radio-burst-
spotted-by-nasa-for-the-first-time-in-the-
milky-way-6968134/ 

 https://ipbes.net/about 
 https://indianexpress.com/article/explain

ed/likelihood-of-future-pandemics-their-
damage-potential-ipbes-6945649/ 

 https://indianexpress.com/article/explain
ed/gilgit-baltistan-pakistan-provincial-
status-china-6930610/ 

 https://pmsvanidhi.mohua.gov.in/ 
 https://indianexpress.com/article/explain

ed/street-vendor-act-pm-svanidhi-scheme-
explained-6911120/ 

 https://www.india.gov.in/spotlight/pm-
street-vendors-atmanirbhar-nidhi-pm-
svanidhi 

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/editorials/scholarship-scam-jharkhand-6928891/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/editorials/scholarship-scam-jharkhand-6928891/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/editorials/scholarship-scam-jharkhand-6928891/
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-shifting-trajectory-of-indias-foreign-policy/article32999687.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-shifting-trajectory-of-indias-foreign-policy/article32999687.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-shifting-trajectory-of-indias-foreign-policy/article32999687.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-shifting-trajectory-of-indias-foreign-policy/article32999687.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-nutrition-fallout-of-school-closures/article33007453.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-nutrition-fallout-of-school-closures/article33007453.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-nutrition-fallout-of-school-closures/article33007453.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-financial-capacity-of-states-is-being-weakened/article33024573.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-financial-capacity-of-states-is-being-weakened/article33024573.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-financial-capacity-of-states-is-being-weakened/article33024573.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/a-secure-future-for-platform-workers/article32998179.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/a-secure-future-for-platform-workers/article32998179.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/a-secure-future-for-platform-workers/article32998179.ece
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1669599
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1669599
http://164.100.47.193/Refinput/New_Reference_Notes/English/JAN%20AUSHADHI%20SCHEME.pdf
http://164.100.47.193/Refinput/New_Reference_Notes/English/JAN%20AUSHADHI%20SCHEME.pdf
http://164.100.47.193/Refinput/New_Reference_Notes/English/JAN%20AUSHADHI%20SCHEME.pdf
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1669797
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1669797
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1669320
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1669320
https://innovate.mygov.in/vaibhav-summit/#tab2
https://innovate.mygov.in/vaibhav-summit/#tab2
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1669990
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1669990
https://www.tourism.gov.in/sites/default/files/2020-07/PRASHAD%20Existing%20Guidelines%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.tourism.gov.in/sites/default/files/2020-07/PRASHAD%20Existing%20Guidelines%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.tourism.gov.in/sites/default/files/2020-07/PRASHAD%20Existing%20Guidelines%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.tourism.gov.in/sites/default/files/2020-07/PRASHAD%20Existing%20Guidelines%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1670547
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1670547
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1670633
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1670633
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/five-years-of-orop-a-momentous-occasion-pm-modi/article33046214.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/five-years-of-orop-a-momentous-occasion-pm-modi/article33046214.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/five-years-of-orop-a-momentous-occasion-pm-modi/article33046214.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/vck-calls-for-state-wide-protest-demanding-ban-on-manusmriti/article32933356.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/vck-calls-for-state-wide-protest-demanding-ban-on-manusmriti/article32933356.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/vck-calls-for-state-wide-protest-demanding-ban-on-manusmriti/article32933356.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/vck-calls-for-state-wide-protest-demanding-ban-on-manusmriti/article32933356.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/malik-praises-sir-syeds-vision-of-a-nation/article32884036.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/malik-praises-sir-syeds-vision-of-a-nation/article32884036.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/malik-praises-sir-syeds-vision-of-a-nation/article32884036.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/allow-overnight-stay-at-nilakkal-says-hc/article32901557.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/allow-overnight-stay-at-nilakkal-says-hc/article32901557.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/allow-overnight-stay-at-nilakkal-says-hc/article32901557.ece
https://indianexpress.com/article/world/china-to-begin-construction-of-yaan-linzhi-section-of-sichuan-tibet-railway-close-to-indias-border-6912722/
https://indianexpress.com/article/world/china-to-begin-construction-of-yaan-linzhi-section-of-sichuan-tibet-railway-close-to-indias-border-6912722/
https://indianexpress.com/article/world/china-to-begin-construction-of-yaan-linzhi-section-of-sichuan-tibet-railway-close-to-indias-border-6912722/
https://indianexpress.com/article/world/china-to-begin-construction-of-yaan-linzhi-section-of-sichuan-tibet-railway-close-to-indias-border-6912722/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/proposals-in-works-to-hike-retirement-age-in-armed-forces-cut-down-pension/article33021303.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/proposals-in-works-to-hike-retirement-age-in-armed-forces-cut-down-pension/article33021303.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/proposals-in-works-to-hike-retirement-age-in-armed-forces-cut-down-pension/article33021303.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/proposals-in-works-to-hike-retirement-age-in-armed-forces-cut-down-pension/article33021303.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/ndc-to-increase-intake-from-neighbouring-nations/article33023828.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/ndc-to-increase-intake-from-neighbouring-nations/article33023828.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/ndc-to-increase-intake-from-neighbouring-nations/article33023828.ece
http://newsonair.com/News?title=Ministry-of-MSME-warns-public-against-cheating-in-name-of-PMEGP-Scheme&id=403807
http://newsonair.com/News?title=Ministry-of-MSME-warns-public-against-cheating-in-name-of-PMEGP-Scheme&id=403807
http://newsonair.com/News?title=Ministry-of-MSME-warns-public-against-cheating-in-name-of-PMEGP-Scheme&id=403807
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/work-hard-take-people-along-pm-modi-tells-ias-officers/photostory/49846115.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/work-hard-take-people-along-pm-modi-tells-ias-officers/photostory/49846115.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/work-hard-take-people-along-pm-modi-tells-ias-officers/photostory/49846115.cms
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-what-is-a-radio-burst-spotted-by-nasa-for-the-first-time-in-the-milky-way-6968134/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-what-is-a-radio-burst-spotted-by-nasa-for-the-first-time-in-the-milky-way-6968134/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-what-is-a-radio-burst-spotted-by-nasa-for-the-first-time-in-the-milky-way-6968134/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-what-is-a-radio-burst-spotted-by-nasa-for-the-first-time-in-the-milky-way-6968134/
https://ipbes.net/about
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/likelihood-of-future-pandemics-their-damage-potential-ipbes-6945649/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/likelihood-of-future-pandemics-their-damage-potential-ipbes-6945649/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/likelihood-of-future-pandemics-their-damage-potential-ipbes-6945649/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/gilgit-baltistan-pakistan-provincial-status-china-6930610/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/gilgit-baltistan-pakistan-provincial-status-china-6930610/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/gilgit-baltistan-pakistan-provincial-status-china-6930610/
https://pmsvanidhi.mohua.gov.in/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/street-vendor-act-pm-svanidhi-scheme-explained-6911120/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/street-vendor-act-pm-svanidhi-scheme-explained-6911120/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/street-vendor-act-pm-svanidhi-scheme-explained-6911120/
https://www.india.gov.in/spotlight/pm-street-vendors-atmanirbhar-nidhi-pm-svanidhi
https://www.india.gov.in/spotlight/pm-street-vendors-atmanirbhar-nidhi-pm-svanidhi
https://www.india.gov.in/spotlight/pm-street-vendors-atmanirbhar-nidhi-pm-svanidhi


39 
 

For free learning, visit www.officerspulse.com 
 

 


	POLITY
	1) Cybercrimes
	Steps Taken to Deal with Cyber Crime and Cyber Security
	Why in News?
	About the portal
	Rising numbers

	2) CBI general consent
	What is general consent?
	Types of consent
	Why in News?
	What does withdrawal mean?
	Previous instances


	3) Star campaigner status
	Who is a star campaigner?
	Legal norms
	Why in News?

	4) Fortified rice
	About ICDS
	Beneficiaries
	Services under ICDS
	Provision for Take-Home Ration
	Mid-Day Meal Scheme
	Objectives of the programme
	Key aspects of the scheme
	Why in News?
	What is Fortification of Food?
	Why do we need Fortification of Food?

	What are the benefits of Fortification?
	Food Fortification in India



	ENVIRONMENT
	1) Vulture conservation plan targets drug
	National Board for Wildlife (NBWL)
	Diclofenac
	Vultures in India
	Why in the news?

	2) US formally exits Paris pact aiming to curb climate change
	What is the Paris pact?
	Why in the news?

	3) Cold wave
	What is a cold wave?
	Why in the news?

	4) MTR needs a plan for eco conservation
	Mudumalai Tiger Reserve (MTR)
	Why in the News?
	Eco-sensitive Zone
	Zonal Master Plan (ZMP)

	5) 3 of every 5 very high water risk cities in India: WWF
	WWF
	Water Risk Filter
	Why in the news?


	ECONOMY
	1) Enforcement Directorate
	About ED
	Why in News?


	2) Purchasing Managers' Index
	What is PMI?
	How to read PMI?
	Why in News?

	3) Commercial coal mining
	Background
	What is commercial mining?
	Was the private sector never allowed in mining?
	Is this the first attempt by govt to open up the sector?
	Why in News?
	Significance


	INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
	1) United Nations General Assembly
	About UNGA
	Why in News?
	Resolution on Convention on the Prohibition of the Use of Nuclear Weapons
	Resolution on Reducing Nuclear Danger


	2) Malabar Naval Exercise
	What is Malabar Exercise?
	Why in News?
	What is the difference this year?
	Why is Australia’s participation important?
	Does India conduct any other naval exercises with these countries?


	SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
	1) Water bears and UV radiation
	Why in News?
	Speciality of Water Bears (Tardigrades)
	Potential uses of Tardigrades
	Additional Details

	2) D614G mutation
	Why in News?
	About the mutation

	3) Formation of new stars in a galaxy
	Why in News?
	About the study

	4) Satellites for detecting drug cultivation
	Why in News?
	More about the proposal
	About Cannabis
	India and Cannabis


	DEFENCE
	1) National Defence College
	About NDC
	Why in news?
	About the initiative



	ART & CULTURE
	1) Kartarpur Corridor
	About the corridor
	About Guru Nanak (1469–1539)
	Why in News?


	PIB ANALYSIS
	1) Mission Sagar - II
	About:
	About the SAGAR Programme (Security and Growth for All in the Region):
	About Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA)
	Why in News?

	2) Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushdhi Pariyojana
	About PMBJP
	Salient features of the Jan Aushadhi Scheme
	Implementing Agency:
	Benefits of the Jan Aushadhi Scheme Campaign
	Why in News?


	3) VAIBHAV Summit
	About:
	VAIBHAV and Atmanirbhar Bharat:
	Significance
	Why in News?

	4) PRASHAD Scheme
	About the scheme:
	Objectives
	Implementation Agency:
	Why in News?
	Other similar Initiatives:
	About the Swadesh Darshan scheme
	The scheme has following objectives:


	5) National Food Security Act, 2013
	About NFSA
	Why in News?


	6) One Rank One Pension
	About:
	Why in News?


	AIR NEWS
	1) Prime Minister Employment Generation Programme
	About PMEGP
	Scope
	Eligible Entrepreneurs / Borrowers
	Why in News?

	2) Mission Karmayogi
	About the programme
	Unfolding of Mission Karmayogi
	Why in News?


	THE HINDU EDITORIALS
	1) The shifting trajectory of India’s foreign policy
	GS Paper 2- Regional and global groupings and agreements, Bilateral relations
	Context
	Significance of the meeting
	Analysis of the military pacts
	Impact on China, regional ties
	Way forward

	2) The nutrition fallout of school closures
	GS Paper 2- Issues relating to poverty and hunger
	Context
	Pressing issues related to malnutrition
	About Mid Day Meal Scheme
	Significance of MDMS
	Recent orders

	Status of MDMS implementation during pandemic
	Innovative strategies
	Decentralised models
	School Nutrition Garden
	Distribute meals during pandemic too
	Empowering local farmers
	Retrospective effect

	Conclusion

	3) The financial capacity of states is being weakened
	Context
	Factors responsible
	Declining devolution
	Shrinking the divisible pool
	GST shortfall
	Consequences
	Reduction in revenue
	Increased borrowings
	Developmental impact


	Conclusion

	4) A secure future for platform workers
	Context
	What are Platform works?
	Significance of platform workers
	What is the issue?
	Criticism
	Failing to differentiate
	Misclassification of platform workers
	Flexibility of the platform
	Undefined responsibility

	Way forward
	Tripartite effort
	Socio legal acknowledgement




	INDIAN EXPRESS EXPLAINED
	1) What is a radio burst, spotted by NASA for the first time in the Milky Way?
	Why in the news?
	What are FRBs?
	What is the source of FRB detected in our galaxy?
	Why is it significant?

	2) Likelihood of future pandemics, their damage potential, as per a new report.
	What is IPBES?
	What is a pandemic?
	Why in the news?
	How can pandemic risk be reduced?

	3) The importance of Gilgit Baltistan and why Pak has given it a provincial status
	Where is Gilgit Baltistan?
	Why in the news?
	A brief history of this region:
	What do the people of Gilgit Baltistan say?
	Conclusion

	4) Who is a ‘street vendor’ in India, and what is the Street Vendors Act?
	Why in the news?
	About PM SVANidhi scheme
	Who are street vendors in India?
	Issues faced by street vendors
	The Street Vendors Act


	ART & CULTURE (1)
	1) Draft Spacecom policy and India's Space sector
	Salient features of the policy
	What are the potential areas for Private Sector?

	Challenges
	Cooperation in fields along with international space agencies
	Conclusion
	References
	POLITY:
	Environment
	Economy
	IR
	S&T
	Editorials
	PIB
	ART and CULTURE
	Defence

	AIR
	Indian Express




