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MCQ 20.07.2020 TO 25.07.2020 

1. The ‘NISHTHA’ initiative is related to?  

A. National level awareness campaign on cybersecurity  

B. Improving Quality of School Education through Integrated Teacher Training  

C. Network to nurture women entrepreneurship  

D. Coordinating implementation of the National Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) Policy 2016  

Answer: B  

Explanation  

● A National Mission called NISHTHA – National Initiative for School Heads’ and Teachers’ 

Holistic Advancement under the Centrally Sponsored Scheme of Samagra Shiksha was launched 

to improve learning outcomes at the elementary level.  

● The Integrated Teacher Training Programme envisages to build the capacities of around 42 lakh 

teachers and head of schools, faculty members of SCERTs, DIETs, Block Resource Coordinators, 

and Cluster Resource Coordinators.  

● The aim of this training is to motivate and equip teachers to encourage and foster critical thinking 

in students, handle diverse situations and act as first level counsellors.  

● Option B is related to Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Maan-dhan (PM- SYM) scheme: The 

scheme is meant for old age protection and social security of Unorganised Workers (UW) who are 

mostly engaged as rickshaw pullers, street vendors,rag pickers, domestic workers, construction 

workers etc.  

● Option C is related to UDYAM SAKHI portal: An initiative of the Ministry of Micro,Small & 

Medium Enterprises initiative is a network for nurturing social entrepreneurship creating business 

models revolving around low-cost products and services to resolve social inequities  

http://newsonair.com/News?title=HRD-Minister-launches-NISHTHA-programme-for-1200-key-

resources-persons-of-Andhra-Pradesh&id=393946 

http://newsonair.com/News?title=HRD-Minister-launches-NISHTHA-programme-for-1200-key-resources-persons-of-Andhra-Pradesh&id=393946
http://newsonair.com/News?title=HRD-Minister-launches-NISHTHA-programme-for-1200-key-resources-persons-of-Andhra-Pradesh&id=393946
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2. With reference to the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016, consider the following 

statements:  

1. The Act fulfills the obligations to the United National Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities (UNCRPD), to which India is a signatory and subsequently ratified the same.  

2. The Act provides three percent reservation for persons with benchmark disabilities in posts of 

all Government establishments.  

3. Under the Act, every child with benchmark disability between the age group of 6 and 18 years 

shall have the right to free education.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 1 and 3 only  

C. 2 and 3 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: B  

Explanation:  

● Statement 1 is correct: Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 fulfills the obligations to 

the United National Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD), to which 

India is a signatory and subsequently ratified the same on 1st October, 2007.  

● The Act came into force during December 2016.  

Disabilities covered  

● Disability has been defined based on an evolving and dynamic concept.  

● The types of disabilities have been increased from existing 7 to 21 and the Central Government 

will have the power to add more types of disabilities.  
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Rights and entitlements  

● Responsibility has been cast upon the appropriate governments to take effective measures to 

ensure that the persons with disabilities enjoy their rights equally with others.  

● Statement 3 is correct: Every child with benchmark disability between the age group of 6 and 

18 years shall have the right to free education.  

● All Government institutions of higher education and those getting aid from the Government are 

required to reserve at least 5% of seats for persons with benchmark disabilities.  

● Statement 2 is incorrect: Four percent reservation for persons with benchmark disabilities is 

to be provided in posts of all Government establishments with differential quotas for different 

forms of disabilities.  

● Incentives to employers in the private sector are to be given who provide 5% reservation for 

persons with benchmark disability. Special employment exchanges for the PWD are to be set up. 

Guardianship  

● The Act provides for grant of guardianship by District Court under which there will be joint 

decision – making between the guardian and the persons with disabilities.  

Establishment of Authorities  

● Broad based Central & State Advisory Boards on Disability are to be set up to serve as apex 

policy making bodies at the Central and State level.  

● The Office of Chief Commissioner of Persons with Disabilities has been strengthened who will 

now be assisted by 2 Commissioners and an Advisory Committee comprising not more than 11 

members drawn from experts in various disabilities.  

● The Chief Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities and the State Commissioners will act as 

regulatory bodies and Grievance Redressal agencies and also monitor implementation of the Act.  
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Penalties for offences  

● The Act provides for penalties for offences committed against persons with disabilities and also 

violation of the provisions of the new law.  

● Any person who violates provisions of the Act, or any rule or regulation made under it, shall be 

punishable with imprisonment up to six months and/ or a fine of Rs 10,000, or both. For any 

subsequent violation, imprisonment of up to two years and/or a fine of Rs 50,000 to Rs five lakh 

can be awarded.  

● Whoever intentionally insults or intimidates a person with disability, or sexually exploits a 

woman or child with disability, shall be punishable with imprisonment between six months to five 

years and fine.  

● Special Courts will be designated in each district to handle cases concerning violation of rights 

of PwDs.  

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/for-equal-treatment-the-hindu-editorial-on-the-

supreme-court-extending-benefits-to-the-disabled/article32106048.ece 

 

3. With reference to the United Nations 1267 sanctions committee, consider the following 

statements.  

1. It is also known as ISIL (Da-esh) and Al Qaida sanctions committee.  

2. The committee can impose measures like asset freezes, travel bans and arms embargoes against 

designated individuals and entities.  

3. The committee takes its decisions by a simple majority.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 2 and 3 only  

C. 1 and 3 only  

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/for-equal-treatment-the-hindu-editorial-on-the-supreme-court-extending-benefits-to-the-disabled/article32106048.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/for-equal-treatment-the-hindu-editorial-on-the-supreme-court-extending-benefits-to-the-disabled/article32106048.ece
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D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: A  

Explanation  

● Statement 1 is correct: The 1267 sanctions committee of the UN, also known as the ISIL (Da-

esh) and Al Qaida sanctions committee, oversees sanctions measures related to individuals, entities 

and groups.  

● Statement 2 is correct: The committee can impose measures like asset freezes, travel bans and 

arms embargoes against designated individuals and entities.  

● It is one of the 14 sanctions committees under the UN. Sanctions committees comprise all 15 

members of the Security Council, and each committee is chaired by a non-permanent member on 

a rotational basis.  

● Statement 3 is incorrect: All these sanctions committees (including the 1267 sanctions 

committee) undertake decisions by consensus. This requirement effectively gives a veto to all 15 

members of the committee.  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/un-blacklists-pakistan-taliban-leader-noor-wali-

mehsud/article32117427.ece 

  

4. Consider the following statements about the International North-South Transport Corridor 

(INSTC).  

1. It is an initiative of China, Russia and Iran.  

2. INSTC aims to boost trade between Russia, Iran, Central Asia, India and Europe.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/un-blacklists-pakistan-taliban-leader-noor-wali-mehsud/article32117427.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/un-blacklists-pakistan-taliban-leader-noor-wali-mehsud/article32117427.ece
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D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: B  

Explanation:  

● Statement 2 is correct: International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC) is a land-and 

sea-based 7,200-km long network comprising rail, road and water routes that are aimed at reducing 

costs and travel time for freight transport in a bid to boost trade between Russia, Iran, Central 

Asia, India and Europe.  

● Statement 1 is incorrect: Described by some as India’s response to China’s Belt and Road 

Initiative, the INSTC is a joint initiative taken by India, Russia and Iran.  

● The ‘Inter-Governmental Agreement on International “North-South” Transport Corridor’ was 

signed by the three countries in St. Petersburg, Russia, in 2000.  

● Since then, 11 more nations have joined the project: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bulgaria 

(observer status), Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Oman, Syria, Tajikistan, Turkey, and Ukraine.  
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https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/iran-ties-need-quiet-diplomacy/article32118419.ece 

  

5. With reference to the Delimitation Commission of India, consider the following statements.  

1. The Delimitation Commission has been constituted only once in the country.  

2. The orders of the commission have the force of law and cannot be called in question before any 

court.  

3. The copies of its orders are laid before the House of the People and the State Legislative 

Assembly concerned, but no modifications are permissible therein by them.  

Select the correct answer using the codes given below.  

A. 1 and 3 only  

B. 3 only only  

C. 2 and 3 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: C  

Explanation:  

● The Delimitation Commission is appointed by the President of India and works in 

collaboration with the Election Commission of India.  

● It is appointed for the purpose of drawing up the boundaries of constituencies all over the 

country. A quota of constituencies to be reserved in each State is fixed depending on the proportion 

of SC or ST in that State.  

● Statement 1 is incorrect: In India, Delimitation Commissions have been constituted 4 times – 

in 1952 under the Delimitation Commission Act, 1952, in 1963 under Delimitation Commission 

Act, 1962, in 1973 under Delimitation Act, 1972 and in 2002 under Delimitation Act, 2002.  

● Statement 2 is correct: The Delimitation Commission in India is a high power body whose 

orders have the force of law and cannot be called in question before any court.  

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/iran-ties-need-quiet-diplomacy/article32118419.ece
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● These orders come into force on a date to be specified by the President of India on this behalf.  

● Statement 3 is correct: The copies of its orders are laid before the House of the People and the 

State Legislative Assembly concerned, but no modifications are permissible therein by them.  

What is Delimitation?  

● Delimitation is the act of redrawing boundaries of Lok Sabha and state Assembly seats to 

represent changes in population.  

● The main objective of delimitation is to provide equal representation to equal segments of a 

population. It also aims at a fair division of geographical areas so that one political party doesn’t 

have an advantage over others in an election (i.e. to prevent Gerrymandering).  

● Delimitation is carried out by an independent Delimitation Commission.  

How is delimitation carried out?  

● Under Article 82, the Parliament enacts a Delimitation Act after every Census.  

● Once the Act is in force, the Delimitation Commission is appointed by the President of India 

which works in collaboration with the Election Commission of India.  

● The Delimitation Commission consists of  

o a retired Supreme Court judge,  

o the Chief Election Commissioner and  

o the respective State Election Commissioners.  

● The Commission is supposed to determine the number and boundaries of constituencies in a way 

that the population of all seats, so far as practicable, is the same.  

● The Commission is also tasked with identifying seats reserved for Scheduled Castes and 

Scheduled Tribes; these are where their population is relatively large.  

● All this is done on the basis of the latest Census and, in case of difference of opinion among 

members of the Commission, the opinion of the majority prevails.  
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Special powers of the Delimitation Commission  

● The orders of the Delimitation Commission have the force of law and cannot be called in 

question before any court as it would hold up an election indefinitely.  

● The copies of its orders are laid before the House of the People and the State Legislative 

Assembly concerned, but no modifications are permissible therein by them.  

How often has delimitation been done in the past?  

● In India, Delimitation Commissions have been constituted 4 times – 1952, 1963, 1973 and 2002 

under the Acts of 1952, 1962, 1972 and 2002.  

● There was no delimitation after the 1981 and 1991 Censuses because the union government 

had suspended delimitation in 1976 until after the 2001 census so that states' family planning 

programs would not affect their political representation in the Lok Sabha.  

● This freeze on the number of seats in Lok Sabha and Assemblies was postponed until 2026 by 

another amendment.  

● So, the last delimitation exercise was based on the 2001 Census and only readjusted boundaries 

of existing Lok Sabha and Assembly seats and reworked the number of reserved seats 

(without changing the number of seats in Lok Sabha and Assemblies).  

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/delimitation-commission-northeast-india-election-

commission-6510333/ 

 

6. Consider the following statements about the United Nations Economic and Social Council 

(ECOSOC).  

1. It is one of the six principal organs of the United Nations.  

2. It is responsible for the direction and coordination of the economic, social, humanitarian, and 

cultural activities carried out by the UN.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/delimitation-commission-northeast-india-election-commission-6510333/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/delimitation-commission-northeast-india-election-commission-6510333/
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A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: C  

Explanation:  

● Statement 1 is correct: The United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) is one of 

the six principal organs of the United Nations.  

● Statement 2 is correct: It is responsible for the direction and coordination of the economic, 

social, humanitarian, and cultural activities carried out by the UN.  

● ECOSOC was established by the UN Charter (1945), which was amended in 1965 and 1974 to 

increase the number of members from 18 to 54. ECOSOC membership is based on geographic 

representation.  

● ECOSOC is responsible for promoting higher standards of living, full employment, and 

economic and social progress; identifying solutions to international economic, social and health 

problems; facilitating international cultural and educational cooperation; and encouraging 

universal respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/at-un-meet-modi-calls-for-reformed-

multilateralism/article32118114.ece 

  

7. With reference to India’s Foreign Exchange Reserve, consider the following.  

1. Foreign currency assets  

2. Gold Stock of RBI  

3. Special Drawing Rights holdings  

4. Reserve tranche  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/at-un-meet-modi-calls-for-reformed-multilateralism/article32118114.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/at-un-meet-modi-calls-for-reformed-multilateralism/article32118114.ece
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5. Loans from the World Bank  

Which of the above are components of India’s Foreign Exchange Reserve?  

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 1, 2 and 4 only  

C. 1, 2, 3 and 4 only  

D. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5  

Answer: C  

Explanation:  

● Foreign Exchange Reserve indicates the reserves held by RBI in the form foreign currency 

assets, gold, SDR and reserve tranche. Components of foreign exchange reserve:  

1. Foreign Currency Assets- Currencies of foreign countries are held in foreign exchange 

reserves. Apart from currency it also includes foreign currency deposit held by RBI with foreign 

central banks and the Bank for International Settlements (BIS).  

2. Gold Stock of RBI- The RBI has gold stock as a backup to issue currency and to meet 

unexpected Balance of Payments (BOP) problems. (BOP problem occurs when a nation is unable 

to pay for essential imports or service its external debt repayments)  

3. SDR Holdings- Special Drawing Rights (also called “paper gold”) is a reserve created by the 

IMF to help countries that have BOP problems. The member countries have to contribute to this 

account in proportion to their IMF quota. The SDR basket consists of five major currencies of the 

world - the US dollar, Euro, British Pound, Chinese Renminbi and Yen (Japan).  

4. Reserve Tranche-The reserve tranche is a portion of the required quota of currency that each 

IMF member country must provide to the IMF. It can be accessed by the member country at any 

time for its own purposes without a service fee.  

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/india-s-forex-reserves-climb-3-1-bn-to-record-516-362-

bn-11594991113683.html 

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/india-s-forex-reserves-climb-3-1-bn-to-record-516-362-bn-11594991113683.html
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/india-s-forex-reserves-climb-3-1-bn-to-record-516-362-bn-11594991113683.html
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8. Consider the following statements about the Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI).  

1. DCGI heads the Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO).  

2. DCGI is responsible for approval of licenses of specified categories of Drugs such as blood and 

blood products, I. V. Fluids, Vaccine and Sera.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: C  

Explanation:  

● Statement 1 is correct: Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI) heads the Central Drugs 

Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO).  

● Statement 2 is correct: DCGI is responsible for approval of licenses of specified categories of 

Drugs such as blood and blood products, I. V. Fluids, Vaccine and Sera.  

About CDSCO  

● The CDSCO under the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, is the National Regulatory 

Authority (NRA) of India.  

● Under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940, CDSCO is responsible for  

○ approval of Drugs,  

○ conduct of Clinical Trials,  

○ laying down the standards for Drugs,  

○ control over the quality of imported Drugs in the country and  

○ coordination of the activities of State Drug Control Organizations.  
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https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/dcgi-notice-to-glenmark-over-overpricing-of-

drug/article32131994.ece 

  

9. With reference to the geographical indication (GI) tag, consider the following statements.  

1. It is conferred on agricultural, natural and manufactured goods.  

2. The registration of GI is valid for 3 years after which it needs to be renewed.  

3. The Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 1999 is administered 

by the Competition Commission of India.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 1 and 3 only  

C. 3 only  

D. 2 and 3 only  

Answer: A  

Explanation:  

● A geographical indication (GI) is a sign used on products that have a specific geographical 

origin and possess qualities or a reputation that are due to that origin. In order to function as a GI, 

a sign must identify a product as originating in a given place.  

● Statement 1 is correct: It is used for agricultural, natural and manufactured goods. 

Darjeeling tea became the first GI tagged product in India.  

● Statement 2 is incorrect: The registration of GI is valid for 10 years after which it needs to be 

renewed.  

● In India, GI is given under the Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) 

Act, 1999.  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/dcgi-notice-to-glenmark-over-overpricing-of-drug/article32131994.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/dcgi-notice-to-glenmark-over-overpricing-of-drug/article32131994.ece
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● Statement 3 is incorrect: The Act is administered by the Controller General of Patents, 

Designs & TradeMarks, GI (CGPDTM-India) under the Department for Promotion of Industry 

and Internal Trade, Ministry of Commerce and Industry.  

● India enacted its GI legislation to comply with India's obligations under the Trade-Related 

Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) agreement.  

● GI registration gives to the registered proprietor and its authorized users, the legal right to the 

exclusive use of the GI and also the right to obtain relief in case of its infringement.  

● GI is a collective intellectual property right and is thus owned by all the producers within the 

defined GI territory unlike intellectual properties like patent and trademark which are owned by 

an individual or a business entity.  

Benefits of registration of geographical indications  

● It confers legal protection to Geographical Indications in India  

● Prevents unauthorised use of a Registered Geographical Indication by others  

● It provides legal protection to Indian Geographical Indications which in turn boost exports.  

● It promotes economic prosperity of producers of goods produced in a geographical territory. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/basmati-rice-geographical-indication-tag/ 

  

10. “KURMA” mobile application recently seen in the news is related to?  

A. Direct Benefit Transfer for procurement of food grains by the Food Corporation of India.  

B. Generation of awareness about intellectual property and its dissemination among a new 

generation of startups.  

C. Initiative towards conservation of turtles and tortoises.  

D. Promotion of solar rooftop systems and assistance of installations of solar rooftop systems. 

Answer: C  

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/basmati-rice-geographical-indication-tag/


OFFICERS IAS ACADEMY 

IAS ACADEMY RUN BY FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS 

15 

Plot No: 935,6th Avenue, Anna Nagar, Chennai-40 

Ph: 044-40483555,9677120226,9677174226 

Web: www.officersiasacademy.com 
 

 

 

Explanation:  

● The Mobile Application, KURMA, was launched on 23rd May this year on the occasion of 

World Turtle Day. It aims at conservation of turtles and tortoises.  

● The mobile application has been developed by the Indian Turtle Conservation Action 

Network (ITCAN) in collaboration with the Turtle Survival Alliance-India and Wildlife 

Conservation Society-India. It provides users the database to identify a species and also provides 

the location of the nearest rescue centre for turtles across the country.  

● Option C is related to L2Pro India IP e-learning Platform.  

● Option D is related to Mobile App ARUN (Atal Rooftop solar User Navigator).  

http://newsonair.com/News?title=Prakash-Javadekar-hails-KURMA-mobile-app-towards-

conservation-of-Indian-turtles&id=394155 

  

11. With reference to the ‘One Nation, One Ration Card’ system, consider the following 

statements.  

1. Under the system, the beneficiary will be able to buy subsidised foodgrains from any Fair Price 

Shop (FPS) across the country.  

2. Ration card portability is aimed at providing intra-state as well as inter-state portability of ration 

cards.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: C  

 

http://newsonair.com/News?title=Prakash-Javadekar-hails-KURMA-mobile-app-towards-conservation-of-Indian-turtles&id=394155
http://newsonair.com/News?title=Prakash-Javadekar-hails-KURMA-mobile-app-towards-conservation-of-Indian-turtles&id=394155
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Explanation:  

● Before the ‘One Nation, One Ration Card’ system, a ration cardholder can buy food grains only 

from an FPS that has been assigned to her in the locality in which she lives.  

● Statement 1 is correct: However, under the ‘One Nation, One Ration Card’ system, the 

beneficiary will be able to buy subsidised foodgrains from any Fair Price Shop (FPS) across the 

country.  

● The biggest beneficiaries will be migrant workers who move to other states to seek better job 

opportunities.  

How will the system of ration card portability work?  

● Statement 2 is correct: Ration card portability is aimed at providing intra-state as well as 

inter-state portability of ration cards.  

● The new system, based on a technological solution, will identify a beneficiary through biometric 

authentication on electronic Point of Sale (ePoS) devices installed at the FPSs, and enable that 

person to purchase the quantity of foodgrains to which she is entitled under the NFSA.  

● While the Integrated Management of Public Distribution System (IM-PDS) portal 

(http://www.impds.nic.in/) provides the technological platform for the inter-state portability of 

ration cards, enabling a migrant worker to buy foodgrains from any FPS across the country, the 

other portal (annavitran.nic.in) hosts the data of distribution of foodgrains through E-PoS devices 

within a state.  

● Once the ‘one nation one ration card’ system takes effect in a given state, the beneficiary family 

can purchase food grains from different locations. For example, a migrant worker staying in a 

different state can buy his or her share of the subsidized food grains from any FPS in the state 

where they work while the remaining family members will be able to buy their quota of the 

supplies back at home.  
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Since when has the One Nation, One Ration Card System been in the works?  

● Work on this ambitious project started about two years back when the government launched a 

scheme called Integrated Management of Public Distribution System (IM-PDS) in April 2018 to 

reform the public distribution system in the country.  

● The PDS system was marred with inefficiency leading to leakages in the system. To plug the 

leakages and make the system better, the government started the reform process.  

● For this purpose, it used a technological solution involving the use of Aadhaar to identify 

beneficiaries. Under the scheme, the seeding of ration cards with Aadhaar is being done.  

● Simultaneously, PoS machines are being installed at all FPSs across the country. Once 100 per 

cent of Aadhaar seeding and 100 per cent installation of PoS devices is achieved, the national 

portability of ration cards will become a reality.  

http://ddnews.gov.in/national/one-nation-one-ration-card-scheme-now-enabled-20-statesuts 

  

12. Consider the following pairs:  

Economic Integration Meaning  

1. Free Trade Area Common external tariffs  

2. Common Market Factors of production are mobile among members  

3. Economic Union Integration of monetary and fiscal policies  

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 and 3 only  

C. 1 and 3 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3 only  

Answer: B  

 

http://ddnews.gov.in/national/one-nation-one-ration-card-scheme-now-enabled-20-statesuts


OFFICERS IAS ACADEMY 

IAS ACADEMY RUN BY FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS 

18 

Plot No: 935,6th Avenue, Anna Nagar, Chennai-40 

Ph: 044-40483555,9677120226,9677174226 

Web: www.officersiasacademy.com 
 

 

 

Explanation:  

● Economic integration takes the form of the Preferential Trade Area, Free Trade Area, Customs 

Union, Common Market and Economic Union.  

● A preferential trade area (PTA) is a trading bloc that gives preferential access to certain 

products from the participating countries. This is done by reducing tariffs but not by abolishing 

them completely. A PTA can be established through a trade pact. It is the first stage of economic 

integration.  

● A free trade area is the region encompassing a trade bloc whose member countries have signed 

a free-trade agreement (FTA). Such agreements involve cooperation between at least two countries 

to reduce/abolish trade barriers. e.g. SAFTA.  

● A customs union is defined as a type of trade block which is composed of a free trade area with 

no tariffs among members and (zero tariffs among members) with a common external tariff. e.g. 

BENELUX (Belgium, Netherlands and Luxembourg).  

● A common market has the same features as a customs union, but, in addition, factors of 

production (labour, capital and technology) are mobile among members. Restrictions on 

immigration and cross-border investment are abolished. e.g. European Common Market (ECM).  

● An economic union is the last step in an economic integration process. In addition to free 

movement of goods, services and production factors, it also requires integration of economic 

policies, both monetary and fiscal. Under an economic union members harmonized monetary 

policies, taxation and government spending. (e.g. European Economic Union)  

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/india-revives-initiative-to-

conclude-preferential-trade-agreement-with-s-african-customs-union/articleshow/77048848.cms 

  

13. Which among the following are considered to be important features of public goods?  

1. They are non-rivalrous.  

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/india-revives-initiative-to-conclude-preferential-trade-agreement-with-s-african-customs-union/articleshow/77048848.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/india-revives-initiative-to-conclude-preferential-trade-agreement-with-s-african-customs-union/articleshow/77048848.cms


OFFICERS IAS ACADEMY 

IAS ACADEMY RUN BY FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS 

19 

Plot No: 935,6th Avenue, Anna Nagar, Chennai-40 

Ph: 044-40483555,9677120226,9677174226 

Web: www.officersiasacademy.com 
 

 

 

2. They are non-excludable.  

3. It offers reject ability 

Which among the above statements is/are correct?  

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 1 and 3 only  

C. 2 and 3 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: A  

Explanation:  

● Public goods, as distinct from private goods, are collectively consumed.  

● Two important features of public goods are:  

○ They are non-rivalrous in that one person can increase her satisfaction from the good without 

reducing that obtained by others. Example: Street lighting.  

○ They are non-excludable, and there is no feasible way of excluding anyone from enjoying the 

benefits of the good. These make it difficult to collect fees for their use and private enterprise will 

in general not provide these goods. Hence, they must be provided by the government.  

● Characteristics of Private Goods  

○ Excludability - This means that consumers can be excluded from the consumption of the goods 

if they do not pay the seller for the good.  

○ Rivalry - When a good is used or purchased by an individual that leaves less of the good 

available for others.  

○ Rejectability - If a consumer does not like the good, they can reject it.  

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/big-reform-on-the-wrong-track/article32142685.ece 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/big-reform-on-the-wrong-track/article32142685.ece
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14. Consider the following statements about the National Financial Reporting Authority 

(NFRA).  

1. It was constituted as a part of the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India to oversee the 

auditing profession in the country.  

2. NFRA functions under the aegis of the Ministry of Corporate Affairs. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: B  

Explanation:  

● National Financial Reporting Authority (NFRA) was constituted in 2018 under the Companies 

Act, 2013.  

● NFRA is an independent regulator overseeing the auditing profession in the country.  

● It has taken over all the powers of the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) 

regarding regulation of auditors. Hence, statement 1 is incorrect.  

● Statement 2 is correct: NFRA functions under the aegis of the Ministry of Corporate Affairs. 

Functions and powers of NFRA  

● Recommend accounting and auditing policies and standards to be adopted by companies;  

● Monitor and enforce compliance with accounting standards and auditing standards. NFRA has 

also been given powers to investigate professional misconduct committed by members of the 

ICAI for prescribed class of body corporate or persons.  

● NFRA is empowered to oversee the quality of audit service and undertake investigation of 

companies whose securities are listed on any stock exchange in India or abroad.  
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● Also, it can probe unlisted public companies having paid-up capital of no less than Rs 500 crore 

or annual turnover of no less than Rs 1,000 crore. 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/companies/nfra-constitutes-technical-advisory-

committee/article32140340.ece 

  

15. With reference to the Citizenship Amendment Act, 2019, consider the following statements.  

1. The Act seeks to make illegal migrants who are Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and 

Christians from Afghanistan, Myanmar and Pakistan, eligible for citizenship.  

2. The Act will not apply to areas included in the fifth and Sixth Schedule to the Constitution.  

3. States regulated by the “Inner Line” permit system are also exempted from the act.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 3 only  

C. 1 and 3 only  

D. 2 and 3 only  

Answer: B  

Explanation:  

Citizenship Amendment Act, 2019  

How is citizenship acquired in India?  

● In India, citizenship is regulated by the Citizenship Act, 1955.  

● The Act specifies that citizenship may be acquired in India through five methods – by birth in 

India, by descent, through registration, by naturalisation (extended residence in India), and by 

incorporation of territory into India.  

Can illegal migrants acquire citizenship?  

● An illegal migrant is prohibited from acquiring Indian citizenship.  

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/companies/nfra-constitutes-technical-advisory-committee/article32140340.ece
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/companies/nfra-constitutes-technical-advisory-committee/article32140340.ece
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● An illegal migrant is a foreigner who: (i) enters the country without valid travel documents, like 

a passport and visa, or (ii) enters with valid documents, but stays beyond the permitted time period.  

● Illegal migrants may be imprisoned or deported under the Foreigners Act, 1946 and the 

Passport (Entry into India) Act, 1920.  

How does the 2019 Act seek to change the criteria for determining citizenship?  

● Statement 1 is incorrect: The Act makes it clear that immigrants belonging to Hindu, Sikh, 

Christian, Buddhist, Jain and Parsi communities from the Muslim-majority nations (Pakistan, 

Bangladesh and Afghanistan) will not be treated as illegal.  

● They will also be eligible to get naturalised citizenship.  

● One of the requirements for citizenship by naturalization under the 1955 Act is that the 

applicant must have resided in India during the last 12 months, and for 11 of the previous 14 years.  

● The amendment act relaxes this 11-year requirement to five years for persons belonging to 

these six religions from these three countries.  

● They will also no longer be deported or jailed under the Foreigners Act of 1946 and the Passport 

(Entry into India) Act of 1920.  

● The cut-off date for citizenship is December 31, 2014 which means the applicant should have 

entered India on or before that date.  

Rationale of the Law  

● The Statement of Objects and Reasons in the amendment Act (SoR) states that India has had 

historic migration of people with Afghanistan, Pakistan and Bangladesh, and these countries have 

a state religion, which has resulted in religious persecution of minority groups.  

Are the provisions of the Act applicable across the country?  

● The Act clarifies that the amendments will not apply to certain areas. These are:  

o Statement 2 is incorrect: the tribal areas of Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram, and Tripura, as 

included in the Sixth Schedule to the Constitution. These tribal areas include Karbi Anglong (in 
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Assam), Garo Hills (in Meghalaya), Chakma District (in Mizoram), and Tripura Tribal Areas 

District.  

o Statement 3 is correct: the states regulated by the “Inner Line” permit under the Bengal 

Eastern Frontier Regulation 1873.  

How does the Act change the regulations for Overseas Citizens of India?  

● The Act also amends the provisions on registration of Overseas Citizens of India (OCI).  

● OCI cardholders are foreigners who are persons of Indian origin.  

● At present, the government may cancel a person’s OCI registration on various grounds specified 

in the 1955 Act.  

● The 2019 amendment adds another ground for cancelling OCI registration — violation of 

any law notified by the central government.  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/mha-yet-to-frame-rules-on-caa-has-not-sought-more-

time/article32141698.ece 

  

16. Consider the following statements about Open Market Operations (OMO).  

1. It is a window available to banks under which they are able to borrow overnight funds from RBI 

against the approved government securities.  

2. The main objective of OMO is to control the money supply in the economy.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: B  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/mha-yet-to-frame-rules-on-caa-has-not-sought-more-time/article32141698.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/mha-yet-to-frame-rules-on-caa-has-not-sought-more-time/article32141698.ece
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Explanation:  

● Statement 1 is incorrect: Open Market Operations (OMO) refers to purchase and sale of 

government securities by the RBI. OMO are conducted by the RBI which involve sale or purchase 

of G-Secs to or from the market.  

● Statement 2 is correct: The objective is to control the money supply in the economy. If there 

is excess money supply (i.e. excess liquidity) in the market, the RBI resorts to sale of securities 

which reduces the volume of money. Similarly, when the liquidity conditions are tight, it buys 

securities from the market, thereby releasing money into the market.  

● Statement 1 is related to the Marginal Standing Facility (MSF) scheme.  

Marginal Standing Facility (MSF) scheme  

● It is a Liquidity Adjustment Facility (LAF) window created by Reserve Bank of India in its 

credit policy of 2011.  

● MSF is the rate at which the banks are able to borrow overnight funds from RBI against the 

approved government securities.  

● The scheme has been introduced by RBI with the main aim of reducing volatility in the overnight 

lending rates in the inter-bank market and to enable smooth monetary transmission in the financial 

system.  

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/indias-debt-to-gdp-to-shoot-up-

to-87-6-per-cent-in-fy21/articleshow/77065817.cms 

 

17. With reference to the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP) scheme, consider the following 

statements.  

1. It aims to address the declining Child Sex Ratio and related issues of women empowerment over 

a life-cycle continuum.  

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/indias-debt-to-gdp-to-shoot-up-to-87-6-per-cent-in-fy21/articleshow/77065817.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/indias-debt-to-gdp-to-shoot-up-to-87-6-per-cent-in-fy21/articleshow/77065817.cms
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2. It is a tri-ministerial initiative of Ministries of Women and Child Development, Health & Family 

Welfare and Human Resource.  

3. At present, the programme is restricted to 100 districts with low Child Sex Ratio as per Census 

2011.  

Which among the above statements is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 1 and 2 only  

C. 2 and 3 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: B  

Explanation:  

● Statement 2 is correct: Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP) scheme is a tri-ministerial initiative 

of Ministries of Women and Child Development, Health & Family Welfare and Human Resource 

which focuses on awareness and advocacy campaign for changing mind-sets, multi-sectoral  

action, enabling girls’ education and effective enforcement of Pre-Conception & Pre Natal 

Diagnostic Techniques (PC & PNDT) Act.  

● It was launched by the Prime Minister on 22nd January, 2015 at Panipat, Haryana.  

● Statement 1 is correct: BBBP addresses the declining Child Sex Ratio (CSR) and related issues 

of women empowerment over a life-cycle continuum.  

The objectives of the Scheme are as under:  

● To prevent gender biased sex selective elimination  

● To ensure survival and protection of the girl child  

● To ensure education and participation of the girl child  
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First Phase  

● The 100 districts have been identified on the basis of low Child Sex Ratio as per Census 2011 

covering all States/UTs as a pilot with at least one district in each state.  

Second Phase  

● The scheme has further been expanded to 61 additional districts selected from 11 States/UT 

having CSR below 918.  

Pan India Expansion of BBBP  

● The Pan India Expansion of Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP) covering all 640 districts (as per 

census 2011) of the country was launched on 8th March 2018. Hence, statement 3 is incorrect.  

http://newsonair.com/News?title=Meritorious-girl-students-facilitated-under-aegis-of-Beti-

Bachao-Beti-Padao-program-in-Mizoram&id=395321 

  

18. The strategy of “import substitution” was employed in India during which of the following 

period?  

A. During the British rule  

B. Post-Independence, Pre 1990s  

C. Post 1990s, Pre 2013  

D. Post 2013  

Answer: B  

Explanation:  

● The policy of “import substitution” was adopted after the Independence which aimed at 

substituting imports with domestic production. This policy was subsequently renounced during the 

LPG reforms of 1990s.  

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/view-why-import-substitution-

industrialisation-is-doomed-to-flounder-again/articleshow/77101465.cms 

http://newsonair.com/News?title=Meritorious-girl-students-facilitated-under-aegis-of-Beti-Bachao-Beti-Padao-program-in-Mizoram&id=395321
http://newsonair.com/News?title=Meritorious-girl-students-facilitated-under-aegis-of-Beti-Bachao-Beti-Padao-program-in-Mizoram&id=395321
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/view-why-import-substitution-industrialisation-is-doomed-to-flounder-again/articleshow/77101465.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/view-why-import-substitution-industrialisation-is-doomed-to-flounder-again/articleshow/77101465.cms
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19. Which of the following countries are part of the Quadrilateral security dialogue or Quad?  

1. India  

2. Japan  

3. The U.S.  

4. New Zealand  

5. South Korea  

6. Australia  

Select the correct answer using the code given below :  

A. 1, 2, 3 and 4 only  

B. 1, 2, 3 and 5 only  

C. 1, 2, 3 and 6 only  

D. 1, 2, 4 and 6 only  

Answer: C  

Explanation:  

● The grouping of four democracies– India, Australia, US and Japan –known as the 

quadrilateral security dialogue or quad, was first mooted by Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo 

Abe in 2007. Quad was revived in 2017.  

● Quad is projected as four democracies with a shared objective to ensure and support a “free, 

open and prosperous” Indo-Pacific region.  

● With growing concerns in all four quad countries about Chinese foreign policy and regional 

influence, the group has found renewed relevance.  

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/india-navy-quad-china-6517102/ 

 

 

  

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/india-navy-quad-china-6517102/
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20. With reference to the Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU), consider the following statements:  

1. FIU provides quality financial intelligence for safeguarding the financial system from the abuses 

of money laundering, terrorism financing and other economic offences.  

2. It works under the Ministry of Finance.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: C  

Explanation:  

● Statement 1 is correct: The FIU was set by the Government of India in 2004 as the central 

national agency responsible for receiving, processing, analyzing and disseminating information 

relating to suspect financial transactions. It provides quality financial intelligence for safeguarding 

the financial system from the abuses of money laundering, terrorism financing and other economic 

offences.  

● Statement 2 is correct: It is an independent body reporting directly to the Economic Intelligence 

Council (EIC) headed by the Finance Minister.  

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/fiu-to-get-pan-data-from-i-t-dept-to-check-large-

suspicious-cash-transactions-11595377241024.html 

 

21. Consider the following statements about compulsory licensing.  

1. It is the process of authorizing a third-party to make, use or sell a particular product or use a 

particular process which has been patented, without the need of the permission of the patent owner.  

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/fiu-to-get-pan-data-from-i-t-dept-to-check-large-suspicious-cash-transactions-11595377241024.html
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/fiu-to-get-pan-data-from-i-t-dept-to-check-large-suspicious-cash-transactions-11595377241024.html
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2. Compulsory licensing is one of the flexibilities provided under the TRIPS (Trade-Related 

Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights) Agreement.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: C  

Explanation:  

● Statement 1 is correct: Compulsory licenses are authorizations given to a third-party to make, 

use or sell a particular product or use a particular process which has been patented, without the 

need of the permission of the patent owner.  

● Statement 2 is correct: This concept is recognised at both national as well as international 

levels, with express mention in both (Indian) Patent Act, 1970 and TRIPS Agreement. There 

are certain pre-requisite conditions which need to be fulfilled if a compulsory license is to be 

granted in favour of someone.  

● In 1995, TRIPS established minimum standards of protection and enforcement that each 

government adhere to for intellectual property held by nationals of fellow WTO members. Article 

28 of TRIPS enshrines exclusive rights of patent holders to use, offer for sale, sell, or import the 

patented good. The patent holder also has an exclusive right to assign, transfer, or license the 

patent.  

● While TRIPS ensures the enforcement of intellectual property rights, including pharmaceutical 

patents, the agreement does provide for flexibilities in the form of compulsory licensing through 

Articles 30 and 31.  
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● Article 30 allows WTO members to make limited exceptions to patent rights as long as certain 

conditions are met. Article 31 provides a detailed exception in the form of compulsory licensing.  

● While TRIPS originally provided limited flexibilities, developing countries raised the scope of 

these flexibilities and their ability to provide greater access to pharmaceuticals. Through the 2001 

Doha Declaration, the WTO reaffirmed the need to balance grave public health problems 

afflicting many developing countries and recognized a WTO member’s right to protect public 

health and promote access to medicines for all. It stated that each member can determine the 

circumstances that constitute a national emergency.  

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/why-are-re-purposed-medicines-

expensive/article32154508.ece 

  

22. The Bandung Principles is related to  

A. Shanghai Cooperation Organisation  

B. BRICS  

C. G 20  

D. Non-Aligned Movement  

Answer: D  

Explanation  

● The Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) was formed during the Cold War as an organization of 

States that did not seek to formally align themselves with either the United States or the Soviet 

Union, but sought to remain independent or neutral.  

● NAM was officially founded in 1961, at the Belgrade Summit, drawing on the principles (also 

known as Bandung Principles) agreed at the Afro-Asian Conference held in Bandung, Indonesia 

in 1955.  

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/why-are-re-purposed-medicines-expensive/article32154508.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/why-are-re-purposed-medicines-expensive/article32154508.ece
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● Such principles were adopted later as the main goals and objectives of the policy of non-

alignment. The fulfillment of those principles became the essential criterion for Non-Aligned 

Movement membership.  

● The ten principles of Bandung are followings:  

○ Respect of fundamental human rights and of the objectives and principles of the Charter of the 

United Nations.  

○ Respect for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of all nations.  

○ Recognition of the equality among all races and of the equality among all nations, both large 

and small.  

○ Non-intervention or non-interference into the internal affairs of another -country.  

○ Respect the right of every nation to defend itself, either individually or collectively, in 

conformity with the Charter of the United Nations.  

○ Non-use of collective defense pacts to benefit the specific interests of any of the great powers. 

B. Non-use of pressures by any country against other countries.  

○ Refraining from carrying out or threatening to carry out aggression, or from using force against 

the territorial integrity or political independence of any country.  

○ Peaceful solution of all international conflicts in conformity with the Charter of the United 

Nations.  

○ Promotion of mutual interests and of cooperation.  

○ Respect of justice and of international obligations.  

● India is one of the founding members of the NAM.  

● The following are considered to be the founding fathers and historic leaders of the Movement: 

Joseph Broz Tito (President of Yugoslavia), Gamal Abdel Nasser (President of Egypt), Jawaharlal 

Nehru (Prime Minister of India), Sukarno (President of Indonesia), and Kwame Nkrumah 

(President of Ghana).  
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https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-main-planks-in-a-counter-china-

policy/article32154149.ece 

  

23. Consider the following statements.  

1. The original Constitution authorised the Parliament to establish a common high court for two 

or more states or for two or more states and a union territory.  

2. The writ jurisdiction of the high court is wider than that of the Supreme court.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: B  

Explanation:  

● Statement 1 is incorrect: The Constitution of India provides for a high court for each state, but 

the Seventh Amendment Act of 1956 authorised the Parliament to establish a common high court 

for two or more states or for two or more states and a union territory.  

● The territorial jurisdiction of the high court is co-terminus with the territory of the state.  

● Statement 2 is correct: The writ jurisdiction of the high court is wider than that of the Supreme 

court. This is because the Supreme Court can issue writs only for the enforcement of fundamental 

rights and not for any other purpose. On the other hand, the High Court may grant a writ for the 

enforcement of fundamental rights or for any other purpose such as violation of any statutory duties 

by a statutory authority.  

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/set-up-a-high-court-for-puducherry/article32165647.ece 

  

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-main-planks-in-a-counter-china-policy/article32154149.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-main-planks-in-a-counter-china-policy/article32154149.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/set-up-a-high-court-for-puducherry/article32165647.ece
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24. Consider the following statements about the Pangong Tso.  

1. It is situated in the Union Territory of Ladakh.  

2. It is the world’s highest freshwater lake.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: A  

Explanation  

● Statement 1 is correct: Pangong Tso is a long narrow, deep, endorheic (landlocked) lake 

situated in the Union Territory of Ladakh.  

● Statement 2 is incorrect: The Lake, situated at a height of almost 4,350m, is the world’s 

highest saltwater lake.  

● Extending to almost 160km, one-third of the Pangong Lake lies in India and the other two-thirds 

in China.  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/lac-standoff-no-indiscriminate-use-of-uavs-at-friction-

points-in-eastern-ladakh-india-and-china-agree/article32163333.ece 

  

25. Consider the following statements about Triple Talaq Act,2019.  

1. The Act declares all types of talaq as void and illegal.  

2. The Act makes declaration of talaq a cognizable offence without provisions for bail.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/lac-standoff-no-indiscriminate-use-of-uavs-at-friction-points-in-eastern-ladakh-india-and-china-agree/article32163333.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/lac-standoff-no-indiscriminate-use-of-uavs-at-friction-points-in-eastern-ladakh-india-and-china-agree/article32163333.ece
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C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: D  

Explanation:  

Types of Talaq:  

● Under Muslim law, marriage is a civil and social contract. Talaq-ul-Sunnat of the divorce 

sanctioned by Prophet is subdivided into:  

○ Talaq- e- Ahsan  

○ Talaq –e-Hasan (Proper)  

○ Talaq-e-Biddat  

● Among the above three, only the Talaq-e-Biddat has an effect of instantaneous and irrevocable 

divorce  

● Talaq-e-Biddat: Allows men to pronounce talaq thrice in one sitting, sometimes scrawled in a 

written talaqnama, or even by phone or text message. Thereafter, even if the man himself perceives 

his decision to have been hasty in hindsight, the divorce remains irrevocable. It is a disapproved 

mode of divorce. It has its origin in the second century of the Islamic-era.  

Triple Talaq Act, 2019  

● Statement 1 is incorrect: According to the Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) 

Act, 2019, "Talaq" means talaq-e-biddat or any other similar form of talaq having the effect of 

instantaneous and irrevocable divorce (So it excludes other forms of talaq which does not have 

effect of instantaneous and irrevocable divorce) pronounced by a Muslim husband.  

● The act makes talaq-e-biddat or any other similar form of talaq having the effect of instantaneous 

and irrevocable divorce void and illegal.  

● A married Muslim woman shall be entitled to custody of her minor children in the event of 

pronouncement of talaq by her husband, in such manner as may be determined by the Magistrate.  
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● The Act makes declaration of talaq a cognizable offence, attracting up to three years’ 

imprisonment with a fine. (A cognizable offence is one for which a police officer may arrest an 

accused person without warrant)  

● The offence will be cognizable only if information relating to the offence is given by: (i) the 

married woman (against whom talaq has been declared), or (ii) any person related to her by blood 

or marriage.  

● Statement 2 is incorrect: The Act provides that the Magistrate may grant bail to the accused. 

The bail may be granted only after hearing the woman (against whom talaq has been pronounced), 

and if the Magistrate is satisfied that there are reasonable grounds for granting bail.  

● The offence may be compounded by the Magistrate upon the request of the woman (against 

whom talaq has been declared). Compounding refers to the procedure where the two sides agree 

to stop legal proceedings, and settle the dispute. The terms and conditions of the compounding of 

the offence will be determined by the Magistrate.  

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1640352 

  

26. Consider the following statements.  

1. Under the GST compensation Act 2017, states are guaranteed full compensation for any revenue 

loss for the first ten years after the introduction of the GST in July 2017.  

2. Any shortfall has to be compensated from the receipts of Compensation Cess imposed on 

selected commodities that attract a GST of 28 per cent.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1640352


OFFICERS IAS ACADEMY 

IAS ACADEMY RUN BY FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS 

36 

Plot No: 935,6th Avenue, Anna Nagar, Chennai-40 

Ph: 044-40483555,9677120226,9677174226 

Web: www.officersiasacademy.com 
 

 

 

Answer: B  

Explanation:  

● Statement 1 is incorrect: Under the GST compensation Act 2017, states are guaranteed full 

compensation for any revenue loss for the first five years after the introduction of the GST in July 

2017.  

● For the purpose of calculating the compensation amount in any financial year, year 2015-16 will 

be assumed to be the base year, from which revenue will be projected. The growth rate of revenue 

for a state during the five-year period is assumed to be 14% per annum.  

● Statement 2 is incorrect: Any shortfall has to be compensated from the receipts of 

Compensation Cess imposed on selected commodities that attract a GST of 28 per cent .  

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/how-lower-mop-up-has-translated-into-delayed-gst-

compensation-6518926/ 

 

27. In this infrastructure model, a road developer constructs the road and he is allowed to 

recover his investment through toll collection. There is no government payment to the 

developer as he earns his money invested from tolls.  

Which one of the following infrastructure models is described in the above passage?  

A. Engineering, Procurement and Construction Model  

B. Toll Operate and Transfer model  

C. The Hybrid Annuity Model  

D. The Build Operate and Transfer Toll Model  

Answer: D  

Explanation:  

Infrastructure models:  

Toll Operate and Transfer (TOT) model  

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/how-lower-mop-up-has-translated-into-delayed-gst-compensation-6518926/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/how-lower-mop-up-has-translated-into-delayed-gst-compensation-6518926/
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● The TOT model was introduced in 2016 to monetise publicly-funded highways.  

● Under this model, public funded projects, operational for one year, would be put up for bidding.  

● The highest bidder wins the rights to operate and maintain operating road assets for 15-30 years, 

with rights to toll revenues from these assets until then.  

● This model is more attractive for investors as they don’t have to build an infrastructure project 

from scratch.  

● Accordingly, 75 operational NH projects completed under public funding were identified for 

potential monetization using the TOT Model.  

The Build Operate and Transfer (BOT) Annuity Model  

● Under BOT annuity, a developer builds a highway, operates it for a specified duration and 

transfers it back to the government.  

● The government starts payment to the developer after the launch of commercial operation of the 

project. Payment will be made on a six-month basis.  

BOT Toll Model  

● In the toll-based BOT model, a road developer constructs the road and he is allowed to recover 

his investment through toll collection.  

● This toll collection will be over a long period which is nearly 30 years in most cases. There is 

no government payment to the developer as he earns his money invested from tolls. 

Engineering, Procurement and Construction (EPC) Model  

● Under this model, the cost is completely borne by the government.  

● Government invites bids for engineering knowledge from private players. Procurement of raw 

material and construction costs are met by the government.  

● The private sector’s participation is minimum and is limited to the provision of engineering 

expertise. The difficulty of the model is the high financial burden for the government.  
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The Hybrid Annuity Model (HAM):  

● The HAM is a mix of BOT Annuity and EPC models.  

● As per the design, the government will contribute to 40% of the project cost in the first five years 

through annual payments (annuity). The remaining payment will be made on the basis of the assets 

created and the performance of the developer.  

● There is no toll right for the developer.  

● Under HAM, Revenue collection would be the responsibility of NHAI.  

● Advantage of HAM is that it gives enough liquidity to the developer and the financial risk is 

shared by the government.  

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/editorial/road-construction-bot-model-may-not-

succeed-in-current-conditions/article32164391.ece?homepage=true 

  

28. “Long March-5 carrier” sometimes seen in the news in the context of  

A. United Arab Emirates’s Mars Mission  

B. China's largest and most powerful launch vehicle  

C. Spacecraft shortlisted for Gaganyaan Mission  

D. NASA’s launch vehicle to study Solar Storms  

Answer: B  

Explanation:  

● Recently, China launched its most ambitious Mars mission yet in a bold attempt to join the 

United States in successfully landing a spacecraft on the red planet.  

● The Tianwen-1 satellite was launched on a Long March-5 carrier rocket from Hainan Island. 

Long March-5 rocket is China's largest and most powerful launch vehicle.  

● The Tianwen 1 probe will fulfil three scientific objectives: orbiting the red planet for 

comprehensive observation, landing on Martian soil and sending a rover to roam the landing site.  

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/editorial/road-construction-bot-model-may-not-succeed-in-current-conditions/article32164391.ece?homepage=true
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/editorial/road-construction-bot-model-may-not-succeed-in-current-conditions/article32164391.ece?homepage=true
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● It will conduct scientific investigations into the planet’s soil, geological structure, environment, 

atmosphere and water.  

● It marked the second flight to Mars this week, after a United Arab Emirates’s Hope mission. 

And the U.S. is aiming to launch Perseverance, its most sophisticated Mars rover ever, from Cape 

Canaveral, Florida, next week.  

https://www.space.com/china-tianwen-1-mars-mission-launch.html 

 

29. Consider the following statements about Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-

KISAN) scheme.  

1. It is a Central Sector Scheme with 100% funding from the Government of India.  

2. The scheme is restricted to small and marginal farmers’ families holding cultivable land upto 2 

hectares who will get a total of Rs 6,000/- annually in three equal instalments of Rs 2,000/- each 

directly into bank accounts.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: A  

Explanation:  

● Statement 1 is correct: Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN) is a Central Sector 

Scheme with 100% funding from Government of India.  

● Aim : To augment the income of the farmers by providing income support to all landholding 

farmers’ families across the country.  

https://www.space.com/china-tianwen-1-mars-mission-launch.html
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● Statement 2 is incorrect: The Scheme initially provided income support to all Small and 

Marginal Farmers’ families across the country, holding cultivable land upto 2 hectares. Its ambit 

was later expanded w.e.f. 01.06.2019 to cover all farmer families in the country irrespective of 

the size of their land holdings.  

● Under the Scheme an amount of Rs.6000/- per year is transferred in three 4-monthly installments 

of Rs.2000/- directly into the bank accounts of the farmers, subject to certain exclusion criteria 

relating to higher income status  

● Eligibility : All landholder farmer’s families in the country are eligible for the PM-Kisan 

Scheme subject to the prevalent exclusion criteria. Farmers who do not own any land are not 

eligible for this scheme.  

● Excluded from the scheme  

o Institutional land holders,  

o Farmer families holding constitutional posts,  

o Serving or retired officers and employees of state/central government as well as PSUs and 

government autonomous bodies.  

o Professionals like doctors, engineers and lawyers as well as retired pensioners with a monthly 

pension of over Rs 10,000 and those who paid income tax in the last assessment year.  

● Identification of beneficiaries : The responsibility of identifying the eligible beneficiary 

farmers and uploading their data on PM-KISAN portal lies entirely with the state governments. 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/agriculture-ministry-to-share-

taxpayers-information-with-i-t-dept-for-pm-kisan-scheme/articleshow/77141873.cms 

  

30. Consider the following statements about the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB).  

1. It is a statutory organisation constituted under the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 

1981.  

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/agriculture-ministry-to-share-taxpayers-information-with-i-t-dept-for-pm-kisan-scheme/articleshow/77141873.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/agriculture-ministry-to-share-taxpayers-information-with-i-t-dept-for-pm-kisan-scheme/articleshow/77141873.cms
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2. CPCB executes the National Clean Air Programme.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: B  

Explanation:  

● The Central Pollution Control Board is a statutory organisation under the Ministry of 

Environment, Forest and Climate Change.  

● Statement 1 is incorrect: It was constituted in 1974 under the Water (Prevention and Control 

of Pollution) Act, 1974.  

● Further, CPCB was entrusted with the powers and functions under the Air (Prevention and 

Control of Pollution) Act, 1981. It also provides technical services to the Ministry of Environment 

and Forests of the provisions of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.  

● The mandate of the CPCB is to set environmental standards in India, lay down ambient standards 

and coordinate the activities of State Pollution Control Boards.  

● Statement 2 is correct: CPCB executes the National Clean Air Programme.  

About NCAP  

● National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) is a pollution control initiative that was launched by the 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change.  

● It aims to reduce particulate matter (PM2.5 and PM10) pollution by 20-30% in 102 cities by 

2024, with 2017 as the base year for comparison.  
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● The programme also targets to foster collaborative and participatory approach involving relevant 

Central Ministries, State Governments, local bodies and other Stakeholders with focus on all 

sources of pollution.  

http://newsonair.com/News?title=CPCB-issues-fresh-guidelines-on-disposal-of-COVID-19-

waste&id=395552 

http://newsonair.com/News?title=CPCB-issues-fresh-guidelines-on-disposal-of-COVID-19-waste&id=395552
http://newsonair.com/News?title=CPCB-issues-fresh-guidelines-on-disposal-of-COVID-19-waste&id=395552

