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MCQ 06.07.2020 TO 11.07.2020 

1. With reference to the Project Tiger, consider the following statements.  

1. It is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme for in-situ conservation of wild tigers in designated tiger 

reserves.  

2. National Tiger Conservation Authority is the immediate supervising agency of the programme.  

3. At present, there are a total of 18 Tiger Reserves in India governed by Project Tiger.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 1 and 3 only  

C. 2 and 3 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: A  

Explanation: 
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● Statement 1 is correct: Project Tiger is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme of Government of India 

which was launched in 1973 for in-situ conservation of wild tigers in designated tiger reserves.  
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● Broadly, the strategy involves exclusive tiger agenda in the core/critical tiger habitat, inclusive 

people-wildlife agenda in the outer buffer, besides fostering the latter agenda in the corridors.  

● This strategy is reflected in a tiger reserve specific Tiger Conservation Plan for each reserve 

prepared under the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.  

● Statement 2 is correct: The initiative is administered under the Ministry of Environment, 

Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC). National Tiger Conservation Authority, a statutory 

body under MoEFCC, is the immediate supervising agency.  

● It was launched from the Jim Corbett National Park of Uttarakhand.  

● Statement 3 is incorrect: At present, there are a total of 50 Tiger Reserves in India governed 

by Project Tiger.  

● There are 18 Biosphere Reserves in India.  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/uttar-pradesh-mulling-over-proposal-to-

turn-shivalik-forest-into-tiger-reserve/article31968322.ece 

  

2. In which one of the following States is Mollem National Park located?  

A. Kerala  

B. Goa  

C. Rajasthan  

D. Gujarat  

Answer: B  

Explanation:  

● Spread over 240 sq km in the Western Ghats, Mollem National Park is located in Goa close to 

the border with Karnataka. The reserve also has several temples dating back to the Kadamba 

Dynasty.  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/uttar-pradesh-mulling-over-proposal-to-turn-shivalik-forest-into-tiger-reserve/article31968322.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/uttar-pradesh-mulling-over-proposal-to-turn-shivalik-forest-into-tiger-reserve/article31968322.ece
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● The national park showcases a wide variety of birds like fairy bluebird, wagtails, three-toed 

kingfisher, drongo, golden oriole, great Indian hornbill. Some of the birds found here are native to 

the region. Butterflies of many species like Blue Mormon, Crimson Rose, Tailed Jay, Malabar 

Tree Nymph, Tamil Yoeman, Plain Tiger and Lime Butterfly are found in the region.  

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/120-year-old-rail-track-at-heart-of-green-alarm-in-

wildlife-sanctuary-6487564/ 

 

3. Consider the following statements about the Purchasing Managers' Index.  

1. It is an indicator of economic health for both manufacturing and service sectors.  

2. It is published by the Central Statistics Office (CSO).  

3. PMI >50 implies an expansion of business and economic activity, PMI <50 means contraction. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 and 3 only  

C. 1 and 3 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: C  

Explanation:  

● Statement 1 is correct: Purchasing Managers' Index is an economic indicator which indicates 

the business activity & economic health of both the manufacturing and service sectors.  

● Statement 2 is incorrect: PMI of India is published by Japanese firm Nikkei but compiled and 

constructed by IHS Markit, a London–based global information provider.  

● The PMI is an investor sentiment tracking index and is dynamic in nature.  

● They are derived from monthly surveys of about 400 private companies.  

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/120-year-old-rail-track-at-heart-of-green-alarm-in-wildlife-sanctuary-6487564/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/120-year-old-rail-track-at-heart-of-green-alarm-in-wildlife-sanctuary-6487564/
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● Variables used for calculating the PMI are: Output, New Orders, Employment, Input Costs, 

Output Prices, Backlogs of Work, Export Orders, Quantity of Purchases, Suppliers’ Delivery 

Times, Stocks of Purchases and Stocks of Finished Goods.  

How to read PMI?  

● Statement 3 is correct: While PMI >50 implies an expansion of business and economic activity, 

PMI <50 means contraction.  

https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/services-sector-contracts-for-fourth-month-in-june-

pmi/article31983289.ece 

  

4. Defence Acquisition Council is headed by  

A. The Prime Minister  

B. The Defence Minister  

C. The National Security Advisor  

D. Chief of Defence Staff  

Answer: B  

Explanation:  

● Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) is constituted under the Ministry of Defence (MoD) for 

overall guidance of the defence procurement planning process.  

● It includes Defence Minister as Chairman and chiefs of tri-services, Defence Secretary, 

Secretary Defence Research & Development, Secretary Defence Production, Director General 

(Acquisition), Chief of Integrated Staff Committees and Deputy Chief of Integrated Defence as 

members.  

https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/services-sector-contracts-for-fourth-month-in-june-pmi/article31983289.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/services-sector-contracts-for-fourth-month-in-june-pmi/article31983289.ece
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● The objective of the Defence Acquisition Council is to ensure expeditious procurement of the 

approved requirements of the Armed Forces in terms of capabilities sought, and time frame 

prescribed, by optimally utilizing the allocated budgetary resources.  

http://newsonair.com/News?title=Govt-clears-Defence-acquisition-worth-Rs-38%2c900-

Cr&id=392783 

  

5. With reference to Advance Pricing Agreements (APAs), consider the following statements.  

1. An APA is an agreement between tax authorities of different countries.  

2. Their objective is to avoid transfer pricing disputes.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: B  

Explanation:  

● Transfer pricing is an accounting practice that represents the price that one division in a 

company charges another division for goods or services provided.  

● Companies charge a higher price to divisions in high-tax countries (reducing profit) while 

charging a lower price (increasing profits) for divisions in low-tax countries.  

● To avoid such manipulation, tax departments preset the price charged for such transactions 

between divisions of a company.  

● At the beginning of a year, the price charged for intra company transactions will be determined 

in advance and will be kept for the coming five years or so. This price arrangement between 

http://newsonair.com/News?title=Govt-clears-Defence-acquisition-worth-Rs-38%2c900-Cr&id=392783
http://newsonair.com/News?title=Govt-clears-Defence-acquisition-worth-Rs-38%2c900-Cr&id=392783
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companies and the tax department is called advance price agreement (APA). Hence, statement 2 

is correct.  

● Statement 1 is incorrect: Thus, An APA is a contract, usually for multiple years, between a 

taxpayer and at least one tax authority specifying the pricing method that the taxpayer will 

apply to its related-company transactions. These programmes are designed to help taxpayers 

voluntarily resolve actual or potential transfer pricing disputes in a proactive, cooperative manner, 

as an alternative to the traditional examination process.  

● APAs give certainty to taxpayers, reduce disputes, enhance tax revenues and make the country 

an attractive destination for foreign investments.  

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/government-reach-out-to-

multinationals-and-assure-them-fresh-apas-could-reflect-covid-reality/primeshow/76770570.cms 

  

6. With reference to the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), more commonly known 

as the Iran nuclear deal, consider the following statements.  

1. It was reached between Iran and G 7 countries in 2015.  

2. The US has withdrawn from the agreement.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: B  

 

 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/government-reach-out-to-multinationals-and-assure-them-fresh-apas-could-reflect-covid-reality/primeshow/76770570.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/government-reach-out-to-multinationals-and-assure-them-fresh-apas-could-reflect-covid-reality/primeshow/76770570.cms
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Explanation:  

● Statement 1 is incorrect: The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), more commonly 

known as the Iran nuclear deal, was reached between Iran and six world powers known as the 

P5+1 (China, France, Germany, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United States) in July 2015.  

What did Iran have to do to meet the requirements of the deal?  

● According to this framework, Iran would redesign, convert, and reduce its nuclear facilities 

in order to lift all nuclear-related economic sanctions.  

● The deal also allowed for the tracking of nuclear activities with robust transparency and 

inspections by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).  

U.S. withdrawal from JCPOA  

● Statement 2 is correct: The US President Donald Trump unilaterally withdrew from the Iran 

nuclear deal in 2018, claiming it did not address Iran's ballistic missile programme or its roles in 

Middle Eastern conflicts.  

● The US also re-imposed tough economic sanctions against Iran.  

● Reacting to the US’ withdrawal, Iran announced that it will breach its limits set on its nuclear 

activity by the 2015 deal.  

https://www.livemint.com/news/world/eu-says-iran-has-triggered-nuclear-deal-dispute-

mechanism-11593820053320.html 

 

7. Consider the following statements.  

1. Sale of a substantial portion of the Government shareholding of a CPSE of upto 50% or more, 

along with or without transfer of management control is known as Strategic disinvestment.  

2. The disinvestment proceeds will be credited to the Consolidated Fund of India.  

 

https://www.livemint.com/news/world/eu-says-iran-has-triggered-nuclear-deal-dispute-mechanism-11593820053320.html
https://www.livemint.com/news/world/eu-says-iran-has-triggered-nuclear-deal-dispute-mechanism-11593820053320.html
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: D  

Explanation:  

● Statement 1 is incorrect: Strategic disinvestment would imply the sale of a substantial portion 

of the Government shareholding of a central public sector enterprise (CPSE) of upto 50%, or such 

higher percentage as the competent authority may determine, along with transfer of management 

control.  

● The disinvestment proceeds will be credited to the National Investment Fund (NIF) which is 

a ‘Public Account’ under the Government Accounts and the funds would remain there until 

withdrawn/invested for the approved purposes. Hence, statement 2 is incorrect. 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/finance/govt-to-focus-on-strategic-stake-

sales-to-meet-disinvestment-target-dipam-secretary/articleshow/76769212.cms 

  

8. Consider the following statements about the University Grants Commission (UGC).  

1. It is a statutory body set up under the Ministry of Human Resource Development.  

2. UGC has developed the SAKSHAM portal that aims towards empowerment of women in 

college campuses.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/finance/govt-to-focus-on-strategic-stake-sales-to-meet-disinvestment-target-dipam-secretary/articleshow/76769212.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/finance/govt-to-focus-on-strategic-stake-sales-to-meet-disinvestment-target-dipam-secretary/articleshow/76769212.cms
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C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: C  

Explanation:  

● Statement 1 is correct: The University Grants Commission is a statutory body set up by the 

Indian Union government in accordance with the UGC Act 1956 under Ministry of Human 

Resource Development.  

● It is charged with coordination, determination and maintenance of standards of higher education.  

● It provides recognition to universities in India, and disburses funds to such recognised 

universities and colleges.  

● The SAKSHAM portal aims towards empowerment of women in college campuses through 

creating awareness of the existing opportunities and initiatives, support and redressal mechanism.  

● Web resources such as government and United Nations policy documents are made available to 

women students and employees of Higher Education Institutions through the portal.  

● It brings together information on all women-oriented initiatives.  

● It also provides a platform for registering complaints related to violence and harassment through 

a National helpline number.  

● Statement 2 is correct: It is developed by the University Grants Commission (UGC).  

https://www.thehindu.com/education/colleges/coronavirus-students-in-limbo-as-ugc-yet-to-

decide-on-final-year-exams/article31996448.ece 

  

9. Consider the following statements about mutual funds and stock market.  

1. Mutual fund is a collective investment usually managed by a professional fund manager.  

2. Mutual funds are riskier than stock market investment.  

https://www.thehindu.com/education/colleges/coronavirus-students-in-limbo-as-ugc-yet-to-decide-on-final-year-exams/article31996448.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/education/colleges/coronavirus-students-in-limbo-as-ugc-yet-to-decide-on-final-year-exams/article31996448.ece
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3. Both are regulated by the SEBI in India.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. 1 and 2 only  

D. 1 and 3 only  

Answer: D  

Explanation:  

● Statement 1 is correct: Mutual funds are a collective investment that pools together the money 

of a large number of investors to purchase a number of securities like stocks, FDs, bonds, etc. A 

professional fund manager manages this fund.  

● On the other hand, Stock market investing means investing directly in the stocks of the company. 

Here, you are purchasing the companies listed on the stock exchange with an expectation to earn 

profits when the price of that stock goes up.  

● Statement 2 is incorrect: Investing in the mutual fund is comparatively less risky than the stock 

market because of the diversification of investment profile. However, the returns are also slightly 

low in mutual funds compared to the stock market.  

● Statement 3 is correct: The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) is the principal 

regulator for Stock Exchanges and mutual funds in India. 

https://www.livemint.com/mutual-fund/mf-news/mf-investments-in-stocks-soar-in-january-june-

11593997654620.html 

 

 

  

https://www.livemint.com/mutual-fund/mf-news/mf-investments-in-stocks-soar-in-january-june-11593997654620.html
https://www.livemint.com/mutual-fund/mf-news/mf-investments-in-stocks-soar-in-january-june-11593997654620.html
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10. Consider the following statements.  

1. The National List of Essential Medicines of India is prepared by the Ministry of Health and 

Family Welfare.  

2. National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority under the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers fixes 

the ceiling price of essential medicines in India.  

3. Currently, India follows a cost-based pricing mechanism for price capping of drugs. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 2 and 3 only  

C. 1 and 3 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: A  

Explanation:  

How are prices of drugs regulated in India?  

● The Drugs (Prices Control) Order (DPCO) 2013 controls the prices of all essential medicines by 

fixing ceiling prices, limiting the highest prices companies can charge.  

● Statement 1 is correct: The National List of Essential Medicines (NLEM) is drawn up to 

include essential medicines that satisfy the priority health needs of the population. It is prepared 

by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. This list forms the basis of price controls under the 

DPCO.  

What is the mechanism for price capping?  

● The NLEM 2015 contains 376 medicines on the basis of which the National Pharmaceutical 

Pricing Authority (NPPA) has fixed prices of over 800 formulations using the provisions of the 

DPCO. However, these formulations cover less than 10% of the total pharmaceutical market.  
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● Statement 3 is incorrect: The DPCO follows a market-based pricing mechanism. Under this, 

the ceiling price is worked out on the basis of the simple average price of all brands having at least 

1% market share of the total market turnover of that medicine.  

Have any other methods been used?  

● Prior to 2013, the DPCO followed a cost-based pricing mechanism that was based on the costs 

involved in manufacturing a medicine along with reasonable profit margins.  

● The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA), is an independent body of experts under 

the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers, formed in the year 1997 so as to implement and enforce 

the provisions of the DPCO for regulating medicine prices in accordance with the powers 

delegated to it.  

● Statement 2 is correct: The functions of NPPA include fixation and revision of prices of 

scheduled drugs (those medicines included in Schedule I of the DPCO which are subject to price 

control) and formulations, Monitoring of prices of decontrolled drugs and formulations, 

Implementation and enforcement of the provisions of DPCO in accordance with the powers 

delegated, Monitoring the availability of drugs, identify shortages, taking remedial steps, etc.  

● The organization is also entrusted with the task of recovering amounts overcharged by 

manufacturers for the controlled drugs from the consumers.  

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/why-government-mandated-price-controls-are-a-

tricky-business-even-for-essential-medicines-6491779/ 

  

11. The main objective of the Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana (PKVY) is  

A. To extend a financial assistance of ₹6,000 per year per farmer in the country.  

B. Achieve convergence of investments in irrigation at the field level and expand cultivable areas 

under assured irrigation.  

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/why-government-mandated-price-controls-are-a-tricky-business-even-for-essential-medicines-6491779/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/why-government-mandated-price-controls-are-a-tricky-business-even-for-essential-medicines-6491779/
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C. Adoption of organic village by cluster approach and Participatory Guarantee System (PGS) 

certification.  

D. Implementing Direct Benefit Transfer for procurement of food grains by the Food Corporation 

of India.  

Answer: C  

Explanation:  

● Under PKVY, Organic farming is promoted through adoption of organic village by cluster 

approach and Participatory Guarantee System (PGS) certification.  

● This is a Government of India and the State government shared scheme with a sharing pattern 

of 60:40.  

The Scheme envisages:  

● Promotion of commercial organic production through certified organic farming.  

● The produce will be pesticide residue free and will contribute to improve the health of 

consumers.  

● It will raise farmer's income and create a potential market for traders.  

● It will motivate the farmers for natural resource mobilization for input production.  

Programme implementation  

● Groups of farmers would be motivated to take up organic farming under Paramparagat Krishi 

Vikas Yojana (PKVY).  

● Fifty or more farmers will form a cluster having 50 acre land to take up the organic farming 

under the scheme. In this way during three years 10,000 clusters will be formed covering 5.0 lakh 

acre area under organic farming.  

● There will be no liability on the farmers for expenditure on certification.  
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● Every farmer will be provided Rs. 20,000 per acre in three years for seed to harvesting of crops 

and to transport produce to the market.  

● Organic farming will be promoted by using traditional resources and the organic products will 

be linked with the market.  

● It will increase domestic production and certification of organic produce by involving farmers  

● Option A is related to Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN).  

● Option B is related to Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana.  

http://newsonair.com/News?title=PM-Modi-calls-for-adoption-of-organic-and-natural-farming-

in-cluster-based-approach&id=392980 

  

12. Consider the following statements about the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO).  

1. It is a specialized agency of the United Nations that leads international efforts to defeat hunger.  

2. The Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS) programme is an initiative of 

FAO.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: C  

Explanation:  

● Statement 1 is correct: The Food and Agriculture Organization is a specialized agency of the 

United Nations that leads international efforts to defeat hunger.  

http://newsonair.com/News?title=PM-Modi-calls-for-adoption-of-organic-and-natural-farming-in-cluster-based-approach&id=392980
http://newsonair.com/News?title=PM-Modi-calls-for-adoption-of-organic-and-natural-farming-in-cluster-based-approach&id=392980
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● Its goal is to achieve food security for all and make sure that people have regular access to 

enough high-quality food to lead active, healthy lives.  

● Established in 1945, FAO’s members include over 194 countries worldwide (including India).  

● FAO is headquartered in Rome, Italy.  

● Statement 2 is correct: The Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS) 

programme was started by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) in 2002 for spreading 

public awareness and to safeguard world agricultural heritage sites.  

● The objective is to support the international community to put forward food production practices 

that make skilful use of natural resources and protect soil health and biodiversity.  

● GIAHS designated places in India:  

○ Saffron Heritage of Kashmir  

○ Koraput Traditional Agriculture, Odisha  

○ Kuttanad Below Sea Level Farming System, Kerala  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/fao-issues-locust-alert-for-india/article31996016.ece 

  

13. Consider the following statements about the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 

Guarantee (MGNREGA) Scheme.  

1. MGNREGA promises 100 days of work every year to rural households across the country. 

2. Consumer Price Index-Combined (CPI-C) is used for MGNREGA wage revisions.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/fao-issues-locust-alert-for-india/article31996016.ece


OFFICERS IAS ACADEMY 

IAS ACADEMY RUN BY FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS 

17 

Plot No: 935,6th Avenue, Anna Nagar, Chennai-40 

Ph: 044-40483555,9677120226,9677174226 

Web: www.officersiasacademy.com 
 

 

 

 

Answer: A  

Explanation:  

● The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) scheme aims 

to provide 100 days of work to any rural household willing to do public work-related unskilled 

manual work at the statutory minimum wage. Hence, statements 1 is correct.  

● The act makes it obligatory for the State to give rural households work on demand. In case such 

employment is not provided within 15 days of registration, the applicant becomes eligible for an 

unemployment allowance.  

● The Ministry of Rural Development (MRD), is monitoring the entire implementation of this 

scheme in association with state governments.  

● One-third of the stipulated workforce must be women.  

● The employment will be provided within a radius of 5 km: if it is above 5 km extra wage will 

be paid.  

● Statement 2 is incorrect: The wages are revised according to the Consumer Price Index-

Agricultural Labourers (CPI-AL).  

● Work site facilities such as crèche, drinking water, shade have to be provided.  

● Social Audit has to be done by the Gram Sabha  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/amid-demand-surge-14-lakh-families-have-reached-

annual-mgnrega-work-limit/article32006305.ece 

 

14. With reference to India’s Five Year Plans, which of the following statements is/are correct?  

1. The First Five-Year Plan was based on the Mahalanobis model.  

2. From the Second Five-Year Plan, there was a determined thrust towards substitution of basic 

and capital goods industries.  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/amid-demand-surge-14-lakh-families-have-reached-annual-mgnrega-work-limit/article32006305.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/amid-demand-surge-14-lakh-families-have-reached-annual-mgnrega-work-limit/article32006305.ece
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Select the correct answer using the code given below  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: B  

Explanation:  

● Statement 1 is incorrect: The Second Five-Year Plan was based on the Mahalanobis model.  

● It focused on the development of the public sector and rapid Industrialisation.  

● Statement 2 is correct: From the Second Five-Year Plan, there was a determined thrust towards 

substitution of basic and capital goods industries. 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/theres-no-one-to-fill-mahalanobiss-

shoes/article32005985.ece 

  

15. With reference to the World Bank, which one of the following statements is not correct?  

A. It was founded at the Bretton Woods conference in 1944.  

B. India is a founder member of the World Bank.  

C. The main objective of the World Bank is to foster global monetary cooperation.  

D. To become a member of the World Bank, a country must first join the International Monetary 

Fund.  

Answer: C  

Explanation:  

● Statement A is correct: The World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) were set 

up at a meeting of 43 countries in Bretton Woods, New Hampshire, USA in July 1944.  

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/theres-no-one-to-fill-mahalanobiss-shoes/article32005985.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/theres-no-one-to-fill-mahalanobiss-shoes/article32005985.ece
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● Statement B is correct: India is one of the founder members of the world bank.  

● Statement D is correct: To become a member of the World Bank, under the International Bank 

for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) Articles of Agreement, a country must first join the 

IMF.  

● The World Bank is an international organization dedicated to providing financing, advice, and 

research to developing nations to aid their economic advancement.  

● Statement C is incorrect: Currently, the World Bank has two stated goals that it aims to achieve 

by 2030.  

○ The first is to end extreme poverty by decreasing the number of people living on less than $1.90 

a day to below 3% of the world population.  

○ The second is to increase overall prosperity by increasing income growth in the bottom 40% 

of every country in the world.  

● Fostering global monetary cooperation is a major objective of the International Monetary Fund 

(IMF).  

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1636790 

  

16. Consider the following statements.  

1. The National Disaster Management Authority is a statutory body.  

2. The Union Home Minister acts as the chairman of the National Disaster Management Authority.  

3. India’s National Disaster Management Plan has been aligned broadly with the goals and 

priorities set out in the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 2 and 3 only  

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1636790
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C. 1 and 3 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: C  

Explanation:  

● Statement 1 is correct: The National Disaster Management Authority is a statutory body 

constituted under the Disaster Management Act 2005, with the Prime Minister of India as its 

Chairman-; a Vice Chairman with the status of Cabinet Minister, and eight members with the status 

of Ministers of State. Hence, statement 2 is correct.  

● The Disaster Management Act also has statutory provisions for the constitution of the National 

Disaster Response Force for the purpose of specialized response to natural and man-made 

disasters.  

● The NDMA is the apex statutory body for disaster management in India. It is under the control 

of the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA).  

National Disaster Management Plan  

● The National Disaster Management Plan (NDMP) provides a framework and direction to the 

government agencies for all phases of disaster management cycle. The plan is prepared by the 

National Disaster Management Authority.  

● Statement 3 is correct: The NDMP has been aligned broadly with the goals and priorities set 

out in the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. For each hazard, the approach used in 

this national plan incorporates the four priorities enunciated in the Sendai Framework into the 

planning framework for Disaster Risk Reduction under the five Thematic Areas for Actions:  

○ Understanding Risk  

○ Inter-Agency Coordination  

○ Investing in DRR – Structural Measures  
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○ Investing in DRR – Non-Structural Measures  

○ Capacity Development  

http://newsonair.com/News?title=NDMA-emphasizes-on-need-to-create-awareness-among-

people-about-lightning-%26-precautions&id=393110 

  

17. Consider the following statements.  

1. Options and futures are types of derivatives.  

2. Futures contract holder is obligated to execute the contract, whereas in an options contract, there 

is no obligation on the buyer to buy or sell.  

3. Options and futures are allowed in commodity markets in India.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 and 3  

C. 1 and 2 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: D  

Explanation:  

● A derivative is a contract between two parties which derives its value/price from an underlying 

asset. Generally stocks, bonds, currency, commodities and interest rates form the underlying asset.  

● Statement 1 is correct: The most common types of derivatives are futures, options, forwards 

and swaps.  

● Statement 2 is correct: An option gives an investor the right, but not the obligation, to buy (or 

sell) shares at a specific price at any time, as long as the contract is in effect.  

http://newsonair.com/News?title=NDMA-emphasizes-on-need-to-create-awareness-among-people-about-lightning-%26-precautions&id=393110
http://newsonair.com/News?title=NDMA-emphasizes-on-need-to-create-awareness-among-people-about-lightning-%26-precautions&id=393110
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● A futures contract requires a buyer to purchase shares, and a seller to sell them, on a specific 

future date unless the holder's position is closed before the expiration date.  

● Commodity Market is a market where different commodities such as gold, silver, soyabean base 

metals, etc. are traded on its derivative contract.  

● Statement 3 is correct: Last year, Capital markets regulator SEBI, permitted stock exchanges 

with commodity derivative segments to introduce futures on indices. The regulator has already 

permitted commodity options in commodity derivative markets.  

https://www.livemint.com/companies/news/mcx-to-launch-gold-mini-options-from-july-10-

11594040317393.html 

 

18. Consider the following statements about Border Roads Organisation (BRO)  

1. It functions under the Ministry of Road Transport & Highways.  

2. It is engaged in road construction to provide connectivity to inaccessible regions in the border 

areas of the country.  

3. It also maintains operations in neighbouring countries such as Afghanistan, Bhutan, Myanmar, 

and Sri Lanka.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 2 and 3 only  

C. 2 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: B  

 

 

https://www.livemint.com/companies/news/mcx-to-launch-gold-mini-options-from-july-10-11594040317393.html
https://www.livemint.com/companies/news/mcx-to-launch-gold-mini-options-from-july-10-11594040317393.html
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Explanation:  

● Statement 1 is incorrect: The Border Roads Organisation develops and maintains road 

networks in India's border areas and functions under the Ministry of Defence.  

● Statements 2 and 3 are correct: It is engaged in road construction to provide connectivity to 

difficult and inaccessible regions in the border areas of the country. Officers from the Border Roads 

Engineering Service and personnel from the General Reserve Engineer Force form the parent cadre 

of the Border Roads Organisation.Currently, the organisation maintains operations in twenty-one 

states, one UT (Andaman and Nicobar Islands), and neighbouring countries such as 

Afghanistan, Bhutan, Myanmar, and Sri Lanka.  

Role of the BRO  

In Peace  

● Develop & Maintain the Operational Road Infrastructure of General Staff in the Border Areas.  

● Contribute to the Socio-Economic Development of the Border States.  

In War  

● To Develop & Maintain Roads to Keep Line of Control through in Original Sectors and Re-

Deployed Sectors.  

● To Execute Additional Tasks as laid down by the Govt Contributing to the War Effort. 

http://newsonair.com/News?title=Defence-Minister-Rajnath-Singh-reviews-ongoing-projects-of-

Border-Road-Organisation&id=393164 

  

19. With reference to the Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act 

(CAATSA), consider the following statements.  

1. It is an act made by the US legislature which mandates the U.S. administration to impose 

sanctions on any country carrying out significant defence and energy trade with sanctioned entities.  

http://newsonair.com/News?title=Defence-Minister-Rajnath-Singh-reviews-ongoing-projects-of-Border-Road-Organisation&id=393164
http://newsonair.com/News?title=Defence-Minister-Rajnath-Singh-reviews-ongoing-projects-of-Border-Road-Organisation&id=393164


OFFICERS IAS ACADEMY 

IAS ACADEMY RUN BY FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS 

24 

Plot No: 935,6th Avenue, Anna Nagar, Chennai-40 

Ph: 044-40483555,9677120226,9677174226 

Web: www.officersiasacademy.com 
 

 

 

 

2. In 2019, the US evoked sanctions against India under CAATSA.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: A  

Explanation:  

● Statement 1 is correct: The Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act 

(CAATSA) is an act made by the US legislature which mandates the U.S. administration to 

impose sanctions on any country carrying out significant defence and energy trade with sanctioned 

entities in North Korea, Iran and Russia.  

● India and Russia signed a $5 billion contract for the procurement of S-400 air defense systems 

during the 2018 annual bilateral summit.  

● Statement 2 is incorrect: The U.S. had expressed deep concern over the deal and threatened to 

impose sanctions on India under CAATSA. However, the US is yet to evoke sanctions against 

India under the law.  

● In June last year, India had assertively told the US that it would go by its national interest while 

dealing with other countries, including sanctions-hit Russia.  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/us-position-on-caatsa-unchanged-despite-chinas-

actions-in-neighbourhood/article32010144.ece 

 

 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/us-position-on-caatsa-unchanged-despite-chinas-actions-in-neighbourhood/article32010144.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/us-position-on-caatsa-unchanged-despite-chinas-actions-in-neighbourhood/article32010144.ece
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20. Consider the following statements about the Essential Commodities Act (ECA).  

1. The act empowers both the Central and state governments to control production, supply and 

distribution of certain commodities in view of rising prices. 

2. Recently, the Centre removed cereals, edible oil, oil seeds, pulses, onions and potato from the 

purview of ECA.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: C  

Explanation:  

● The Essential Commodities Act (ECA) was enacted by the Central Government in 1955 to 

control and regulate trade and prices of commodities declared essential under the Act.  

● Statement 1 is correct: The Act empowers the Central and state governments concurrently to 

control production, supply and distribution of certain commodities in view of rising prices.  

● The measures that can be taken under the provisions of the Act include, among others, licensing, 

distribution and imposing stock limits. The governments also have the power to fix price limits, 

and selling the particular commodities above the limit will attract penalties.  

● Some of the major commodities that are covered under the act:  

○ Petroleum and its products  

○ Drugs- prices of essential drugs are still controlled by the DPCO  

○ Fertilisers  
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● Statement 2 is correct: Recently, the Union Cabinet has approved an amendment to the 

Essential Commodities Act, removing cereals, pulses, oilseeds, edible oils, onion and potatoes 

from the list of essential commodities.  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/coronavirus-face-masks-hand-sanitisers-no-more-

essential-items-centre/article32012107.ece 

 

21. With reference to International Financial Services Centres (IFSCs), consider the following 

statements.  

1. An IFSC caters to customers outside the jurisdiction of the domestic economy.  

2. India’s 1st IFSC has been set up in Mumbai.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: A  

Explanation:  

● Statement 1 is correct: An IFSC caters to customers outside the jurisdiction of the domestic 

economy. Such centres deal with flows of finance, financial products and services across borders. 

London, New York and Singapore can be counted as global financial centres.  

● Services provided by an IFSC:  

○ Fund-raising services for individuals, corporations and governments  

○ Asset management and global portfolio diversification undertaken by pension funds, insurance 

companies and mutual funds  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/coronavirus-face-masks-hand-sanitisers-no-more-essential-items-centre/article32012107.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/coronavirus-face-masks-hand-sanitisers-no-more-essential-items-centre/article32012107.ece
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○ Wealth management  

○ Global tax management and cross-border tax liability optimization, which provides a business 

opportunity for financial intermediaries, accountants and law firms.  

○ Global and regional corporate treasury management operations that involve fund-raising, 

liquidity investment and management and asset-liability matching  

○ Risk management operations such as insurance and reinsurance  

○ Merger and acquisition activities among trans-national corporations  

● Statement 2 is incorrect: India’s 1st IFSC has been set up at the Gujarat International 

Finance Tec-City (GIFT City) in Gandhinagar. It is intended to provide Indian corporates with 

easier access to global financial markets, and to complement and promote the further development 

of financial markets in India.  

● It seeks to bring to India, those types of financial services and transactions that are currently 

carried on outside India by overseas financial institutions and overseas branches/ subsidiaries of 

Indian financial institutions.  

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/infrastructure/gift-sez-provides-approval-

to-28-entities/articleshow/76822108.cms 

  

22. Which of the following categories of voters are allowed to avail postal voting facility?  

1. Members of the armed forces  

2. Government officers on poll duty  

3. Convicted and under trials prisoners  

4. Absentee voters employed in essential services  

Select the correct answer using the code given below :  

A. 1, 2 and 3 only  

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/infrastructure/gift-sez-provides-approval-to-28-entities/articleshow/76822108.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/infrastructure/gift-sez-provides-approval-to-28-entities/articleshow/76822108.cms
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B. 1, 2 and 4 only  

C. 1, 3 and 4 only  

D. 1, 2, 3 and 4  

Answer: B  

Explanation:  

What is postal voting?  

● A restricted set of voters can exercise postal voting. Through this facility, a voter can cast her 

vote remotely by recording her preference on the ballot paper and sending it back to the election 

officer before counting.  

Who can avail this facility?  

● Members of the armed forces like the Army, Navy and Air Force, members of the armed police 

force of a state (serving outside the state), government employees posted outside India and their 

spouses are entitled to vote only by post.  

● In other words, they can’t vote in person. Voters under preventive detention can also vote 

only by post. (Convicted and under trials prisoners are not eligible for postal voting)  

● Special voters such as the President of India, Vice President, Governors, Union Cabinet 

ministers, Speaker of the House and government officers on poll duty have the option to vote by 

post. But they have to apply through a prescribed form to avail this facility.  

● Recently, the Law Ministry, at the Election Commission’s behest, introduced a new category of 

‘absentee voters’, who can now also opt for postal voting. These are voters employed in essential 

services and unable to cast their vote due to their service conditions.  

● Currently, officials of the Delhi Metro Rail Corporation, Northern Railway (Passenger and 

Freight) Services and media persons are notified as absentee voters.  
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● Last month, senior citizens above the age of 65 and voters who test positive for COVID19 or 

are suspected to be COVID-affected were allowed to cast their vote by post.  

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/postal-ballots-political-controversy-explained-

6495861/ 

 

23. How does the National Sample Survey Organization (NSSO) define “unemployment”?  

A. Situation in which people without work but actively seeking employment.  

B. Situation in which people without work but given up seeking employment.  

C. Situation in which people are employed at less than full-time or regular jobs.  

D. Situation in which people earn less than minimum wage level.  

Answer: A  

Explanation:  

● NSSO defines unemployment as a situation in which all those who, owing to lack of work, are 

not working but either seek work through employment exchanges, intermediaries, friends or 

relatives or by making applications to prospective employers or express their willingness or 

availability for work under the prevailing conditions of work and remuneration.  

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/joblessness-and-opportunity-in-tamil-

nadu/article32024995.ece 

 

24. With reference to the International Court of Justice (ICJ), consider the following statements.  

1. It is the principal judicial organ of the UN.  

2. The Court is composed of 15 judges, who are elected for terms of office of nine years.  

3. All members of the UN are automatic parties to the statute.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/postal-ballots-political-controversy-explained-6495861/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/postal-ballots-political-controversy-explained-6495861/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/joblessness-and-opportunity-in-tamil-nadu/article32024995.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/joblessness-and-opportunity-in-tamil-nadu/article32024995.ece
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A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 1 and 3 only  

C. 2 and 3 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: D  

Explanation:  

● Statement 1 is correct: The International Court of Justice is the principal judicial organ of the 

United Nations.  

● It was established in June 1945 by the Charter of the United Nations.  

● The Court’s role is to settle, in accordance with international law, legal disputes submitted to it 

by States and to give advisory opinions on legal questions referred to it by authorized United 

Nations organs and specialized agencies.  

● Unlike most other organs of international organizations, the Court is not composed of 

representatives of governments. Members of the Court are independent judges.  

● Statement 2 is correct: The Court is composed of 15 judges, who are elected for terms of office 

of nine years by the United Nations General Assembly and the Security Council.  

● Statement 3 is correct: All members of the UN are automatic parties to the statute of the court, 

but this does not automatically give the ICJ jurisdiction over disputes involving them. The ICJ gets 

jurisdiction only on the basis of consent of both parties.  

Difference between ICC and ICJ 

S. No.  International Criminal Court (ICC)  International Court of Justice (ICJ)  

1  Independent judicial body distinct from the 

UN  

Principal judicial organ of the UN  

2  Handles prosecutions of individuals  Hears disputes between sovereign states  
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3  Established by the Rome Statute in 2002  Established in 1945 by the San Francisco 

Conference, which also created the UN  

4  Only those who ratified the Rome Statute are 

parties to ICC  

All members of the UN are parties to the 

statute of the ICJ, and non-members may 

also become parties  

5  The judges are elected by the Assembly of 

States Parties, the court's governing body.  

The judges are elected by the UN General 

Assembly and the Security Council  

6  Headquarters of both the courts are situated at The Hague, Netherlands.  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/jadhav-refused-to-file-review-petition-against-his-

death-sentence-claims-pakistan/article32020510.ece 

  

25. Consider the following statements about the “core inflation”.  

1. It measures the price movements of eight core industries which comprise 40.27 per cent of the 

Index of Industrial Production (IIP).  

2. The flexible inflation targeting (FIT) framework of the RBI targets to contain CPI core inflation 

within 4 percent with a band of (+/-) 2 percent.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: D  

 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/jadhav-refused-to-file-review-petition-against-his-death-sentence-claims-pakistan/article32020510.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/jadhav-refused-to-file-review-petition-against-his-death-sentence-claims-pakistan/article32020510.ece
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Explanation:  

● Statement 1 is incorrect: Core inflation is a measure of inflation obtained by excluding 

commodities of high price volatility such as food items, energy products etc.  

● If temporary price shocks are taken into account, they may affect the estimated overall inflation 

numbers in such a way that they are different from actual inflation. To eliminate this possibility, 

core inflation is calculated to gauge the actual inflation apart from temporary shocks and volatility.  

● Statement 2 is incorrect: Under the flexible inflation targeting (FIT) framework, RBI aims to 

contain headline CPI (Combined) within 4 percent with a band of (+/-) 2 percent.  

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/india-inflation-likely-slowed-in-

june-as-output-returns/articleshow/76867710.cms 

  

26. In which one of the following States is Dehing Patkai Elephant Reserve located?  

A. Meghalaya  

B. Arunachal Pradesh  

C. Sikkim  

D. Assam  

Answer: D  

Explanation:  

About Dehing Patkai Elephant Reserve  

● It is a part of Dehing Patkai Wildlife Sanctuary located in Assam.  

● Dehing is the name of the river that flows through the reserve and Patkai is the hill at the foot of 

which the sanctuary lies.  

● The Reserve consists of wet tropical evergreen Assam valley forests. It is often referred to as 

"The Amazon of the east" owing to its large area and thick forests.  

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/india-inflation-likely-slowed-in-june-as-output-returns/articleshow/76867710.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/india-inflation-likely-slowed-in-june-as-output-returns/articleshow/76867710.cms
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● The Dehing Patkai Forest is one of the most important forests of Assam in terms of orchid 

diversity. So far, 101 species of orchids within 45 genera have been recorded there.  

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/assam/assam-govt-to-upgrade-dehing-patkai-

wildlife-sanctuary-to-national-park-6493214/ 

 

27. Consider the following statements about the State Development Loans (SDLs).  

1. SDLs are market borrowings of state governments, issued by the RBI on their behalf.  

2. Foreign Portfolio Investment is allowed in SDLs.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/assam/assam-govt-to-upgrade-dehing-patkai-wildlife-sanctuary-to-national-park-6493214/
https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/assam/assam-govt-to-upgrade-dehing-patkai-wildlife-sanctuary-to-national-park-6493214/
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D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: C  

Explanation:  

● Statement 1 is correct: State Development Loans (SDLs) are market borrowings by state 

governments. RBI issues these securities on their behalf, through auctions.  

● Purpose of issuing State Development Loans is to meet the budgetary needs of state 

governments.  

● Each state is allowed to issue securities up to a certain limit each year.  

● SDLs are eligible securities for Statutory Liquidity Ratio (SLR) and Liquidity adjustment facility 

(LAF) purposes, and are bought by banks, insurance companies, mutual funds, provident funds 

and other institutional investors.  

● Statement 2 is correct: The limits for FPI investment in Government securities (G-secs) and 

State Development Loans (SDLs) are 6% and 2%, respectively, of outstanding stocks of securities. 

https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/state-borrowings-set-to-rise-53-in-first-half-care-

ratings/article32024991.ece 

 

28. With reference to the electoral bonds, consider the following statements.  

1. They are interest-free bearer instruments which allows individuals and domestic companies to 

present these bonds to political parties of their choice.  

2. Only the Political Parties which secured not less than one per cent of the votes polled in the last 

General Election to the House of the People or the Legislative Assembly of the State, are eligible 

to receive the Electoral Bonds.  

3. A company’s contribution cannot be more than 7.5% of its average net profit in the three 

preceding years.  

https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/state-borrowings-set-to-rise-53-in-first-half-care-ratings/article32024991.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/state-borrowings-set-to-rise-53-in-first-half-care-ratings/article32024991.ece
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 1 and 3 only  

C. 2 and 3 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: A  

Explanation:  

● Statement 1 is correct: The Finance Bill, 2017 introduced “Electoral bonds” as interest-free 

bearer instruments (like Promissory Notes) that will be available for purchase from the State Bank 

of India within a designated window of 10 days in every quarter of the financial year.  

● The scheme, which was notified on January 2, 2018, allows individuals and domestic companies 

to present these bonds — issued in multiples of Rs 1,000, Rs 10,000, Rs 1 lakh, Rs 10 lakh, and 

Rs 1 crore — to political parties of their choice, which have to redeem them within 15 days. Buyers 

of the bonds have to submit full KYC details at the time of buying. But the beneficiary political 

party is not required to reveal the identity of the entity that has given it the bond(s).  

● Statement 2 is correct: Only the Political Parties registered under Section 29A of the 

Representation of the People Act, 1951 (43 of 1951) and which secured not less than one per cent 

of the votes polled in the last General Election to the House of the People or the Legislative 

Assembly of the State, shall be eligible to receive the Electoral Bonds.  

● Statement 3 is incorrect: One of the major criticisms on electoral bonds is that it eliminated the 

cap on companies to contribute more than 7.5% of its average net profit in the three preceding 

years.  

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/owning-up-to-criminalisation-in-

politics/article32035186.ece 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/owning-up-to-criminalisation-in-politics/article32035186.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/owning-up-to-criminalisation-in-politics/article32035186.ece
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29. “Bhashan Char” island sometimes seen in the news is located in  

A. Myanmar  

B. Bangladesh  

C. Nepal  

D. Bhutan  

Answer: B  

Explanation:  

● The Bhashan Char, also known as Thengar Char is an island located at the Meghna river 

estuary.  

● It belongs to Bangladesh.  

● The Bangladesh government has sheltered over 300 Rohingya refugees in Bhasan Char.  
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Who are Rohingyas?  

● Rohingya are an ethnic group, largely comprising Muslims, who predominantly live in the 

Western Myanmar province of Rakhine. They speak a dialect of Bengali, as opposed to the 

commonly spoken Burmese language.  

● Though they have been living in the country for generations, Myanmar considers them as persons 

who migrated to their land during the Colonial rule. So, it has not granted Rohingyas full 

citizenship.  

● Since they are not citizens, their movements are restricted within the Rakhine state.  

2017 attack:  

● In 2017, the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA), a Rohingya insurgent group, attacked 

police posts and an army base in Rakhine state.  

● The response by the Myanmar security forces has sent over 7,00,000 Rohingyas fleeing into 

Bangladesh and other neighbouring countries including India. Reports of villages being torched 

and civilian deaths have followed the militant attack.  

● The UN has termed the Rohingya's situation as the "world's fastest growing refugee crisis".  

India’s stand:  

● According to the Ministry of Home Affairs, there are approximately 40,000 Rohingyas living in 

India. They have reached India from Bangladesh through the land route over the years.  

● The government had previously informed that all the Rohingyas in India were “illegal 

immigrants” and they will be deported soon.  

Legal provisions:  

● India doesn’t have a specific law regarding refugees.  
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● India has also not been a signatory of the 1951 UN Convention or the 1967 Protocol – both 

relating to the Status of Refugees and included in the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees (UNHCR) statute.  

● However, UNHCR had earlier stated that the ‘principle of non-refoulement’ is considered part 

of customary international law and therefore binding on all states whether they have signed the 

Refugee Convention or not.  

● In addition, India is party to major international human rights instruments such as the 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Convention on the Elimination of All 

Forms of Discrimination against Women and Convention on the Rights of the Child.  

Illegal immigrant:  

● A foreigner is considered to be an illegal immigrant under two circumstances.  

○ One, if they come into India without valid travel documents, or  

○ two, having come in legally, they stay beyond the time period permitted to them under their 

travel documents.  

● Illegal migrants may be imprisoned or deported.  

Principle of non-refoulement:  

● Non-refoulement is a principle in international law that stops a country from returning a person 

to a place where they would be at risk of persecution.  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/rohingya-refugees-cant-leave-

island/article32035334.ece 

  

30. Which of the following countries are part of the Malabar naval exercise?  

1. India  

2. Japan  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/rohingya-refugees-cant-leave-island/article32035334.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/rohingya-refugees-cant-leave-island/article32035334.ece
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3. The U.S.  

4. Australia  

Select the correct answer using the code given below :  

A. 1, 2 and 3 only  

B. 1, 2 and 4 only  

C. 1, 3 and 4 only  

D. 1, 2, 3 and 4  

Answer: A  

Explanation:  

● Malabar began as a bilateral naval exercise between India and the U.S. in 1992, and was 

expanded into a trilateral format with the inclusion of Japan in 2015.  

● Australia has been requesting for observer status in the trilateral exercise.  

● However, India did not include Australia in the exercises in 2018 and 2019.  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-to-take-a-call-on-australias-inclusion-in-malabar-

exercises-with-japan-us/article32034664.ece 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-to-take-a-call-on-australias-inclusion-in-malabar-exercises-with-japan-us/article32034664.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-to-take-a-call-on-australias-inclusion-in-malabar-exercises-with-japan-us/article32034664.ece

