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MCQ 01.08.2020 TO 08.08.2020 

1. Consider the following statements about the Index of Eight Core Industries.  

1. It is a production volume index released by the Central Statistical Organisation. 

2. The eight core industries comprise 40.27 per cent of the weight of items included in the Index 

of Industrial Production (IIP).  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation: 

● The monthly Index of Eight Core Industries (ICI) is a production volume index. 

● The objective of the ICI is to provide an advance indication on production performance of 

industries of ‘core’ nature before the release of Index of Industrial Production (IIP) by the Central 

Statistics Office.  

● These industries are likely to impact on general economic activities as well as industrial activities.  

● Statement 2 is correct: The Eight Core Industries- Electricity, steel, refinery products, crude 

oil, coal, cement, natural gas and fertilizers- comprise 40.27 per cent of the weight of items 

included in the Index of Industrial Production (IIP).  

● Industry Weight (In percentage) 

○ Petroleum & Refinery production - 28.04  

○ Electricity generation - 19.85  

○ Steel production - 17.92  

○ Coal production - 10.33  

○ Crude Oil production - 8.98  

○ Natural Gas production - 6.88  

○ Cement production - 5.37  
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○ Fertilizers production - 2.63 

● Statement 1 is incorrect: ICI is released by the Office of Economic Advisor, under the Ministry 

of Commerce and Industries. The base year of the ICI is 2011-12. 

https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/eight-core-industries-output-shrinks-by-15-in-june-

2020/article32240448.ece 

 

2. Consider the following statements.  

1. At present, 100 per cent FDI is allowed through the automatic route in coal mining and related 

activities. 

2. The Central government recently announced that it would allow commercial mining in the coal 

sector without any end-use restrictions.  

3. Till recently, India imported coal to meet the shortages of domestic supply, but now India is self-

sufficient in coal production. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 1 and 3 only 

C. 2 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

● Statement 3 is incorrect: Despite India having the world’s fourth largest coal reserve and being 

the second largest producer, the country was the second largest coal importer. The sector had 

been kept out of competition and devoid of transparency, hampering investment and efficiency. 

● As a part of the announcements under the Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan, the Central government 

recently announced that it would allow commercial mining in the coal sector. 

What is commercial mining?  

● Statement 2 is correct: Commercial mining allows the private sector to mine coal commercially 

on a revenue-sharing model without placing any end-use restrictions.  

https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/eight-core-industries-output-shrinks-by-15-in-june-2020/article32240448.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/eight-core-industries-output-shrinks-by-15-in-june-2020/article32240448.ece
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● A revenue sharing mechanism instead of the earlier fixed price per tonne will introduce 

competition, transparency and private sector participation in the market. 

● The private firms have the option of either gasification of the coal or exporting it. They can also 

use it in their own end-use plants or sell them in the markets.  

● Statement 1 is correct: Last year, the government approved 100 per cent FDI through the 

automatic route in coal mining and related activities. 

● With 100 per cent foreign direct investment allowed in the coal sector, global companies can also 

participate in the auctions.  

● The complete freedom to decide on sale, pricing, and captive utilisation is expected to attract many 

private sector firms to participate in the auction process.  

● The government expects these steps will generate employment and reduce India’s import bill. 

Was the private sector never allowed in mining? 

● Private sector participation was permitted until the early 1970s. The Indira Gandhi government 

announced the nationalisation of the coal blocks in two phases between 1971 and 1973. 

● The recently announced reforms will effectively end state-owned Coal India Ltd (CIL)’s 

monopoly over mining and selling of coal.  

Is this the first attempt by govt to open up the sector?   

● After the Supreme Court cancelled the coal block allocations made to the private sector in 2014, 

the central government had brought in the Coal Mines (Special provisions) Act of 2015 to return 

these coal blocks to the private sector through auctions. 

● But there had been end-use restrictions and the private sector was not allowed to trade into the 

market making it unattractive for the private sector.  

● Further in 2018, private sector firms were allowed to sell upto 25 per cent of the output in the 

market, but this also saw a lukewarm response from the private sector. 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1642606 

 

 

 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1642606
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3. Which of the following factors are contributions of Bal Gangadhar Tilak? 

1. He founded the Deccan Education Society which was aimed at educating the masses through the 

English language. 

2. Tilak owned and edited two weekly newspapers — Kesari and The Mahratta. 

3. He also established the Indian Independence League.  

Select the correct answer using the code given below : 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 1 and 3 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

● Bal Gangadhar Tilak was considered the first popular leader of the freedom movement. 

● He was born on 23 July 1856 in Ratnagiri, Maharashtra.  

● A nationalist to the core, he was a great scholar, mathematician and a philosopher. 

● He was conferred upon the title, “Lokmanya” (beloved leader) by his followers. 

● Mahatma Gandhi called him “The maker of modern India” while Jawaharlal Nehru described 

Tilak as “The father of the Indian revolution”. 

Works and contributions to freedom movement 

● Statement 1 is correct:Tilak founded the Deccan Education Society (1884), aimed at educating 

the masses through the English language, which he considered as a conveyor of liberal and 

democratic ideals. 

● Tilak popularised Maratha icon Shivaji and organised the first Shivaji festival in 1886. 

● In 1883 Tilak organised “Ganesh Utsav” that mobilized people from different castes and 

communities to spread nationalism. 

● Despite being perennially against early marriage, he opposed the 1891 Age of Consent Bill which 

proposed to raise the minimum age for a girl to get married from 10 to 12 years. Tilak saw the bill 

as interfering with Hinduism. 
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Political career 

● Tilak joined the Indian National Congress in 1890 and opposed the moderate nationalists within 

the party.   

● Following the partition of Bengal in 1905, Tilak supported the Swadeshi movement and said 

that once British goods were boycotted, there will be a gap which will be filled by the Indian goods.  

● Tilak quit the Congress in the 1907 Surat Session along with other extremist nationalists due to 

his differences with moderates. 

● He founded the Indian Home Rule League in 1914, setting the stage for the freedom movement.  

● He gave the slogan of “Swaraj is my birthright and I will have it”.  

● Tilak also concluded the “Lucknow Pact” with Mohammed Ali Jinnah which helped create a 

“Hindu-Muslim” unity during the Khilafat movement (1919) and the Non-Cooperation Movement 

(1920). 

● Tilak died of pneumonia on 1 August, 1920 in Mumbai. 

Books and Magazines 

● Statement 2 is correct:Tilak owned and edited two weekly newspapers — Kesari (Marathi) 

and The Mahratta (English).  

● The papers criticized many aspects of British rule and called for a rejuvenation of India's national 

life. 

● Tilak’s editorial in Kesari titled “The misfortune of the country” in 1908 slammed the brutal 

bureaucracy under the British rule, leading to his imprisonment.  

● He was sent to jail in Mandalay, Myanmar, from 1908 to 1914 where he wrote an original 

commentary on the Bhagavadgita, Bhagawadgita-Rahasya (Secret of the Bhagavadgita) or Gita 

Rahasya in Marathi. 

● In 1893, he published The Orion; or, Researches into the Antiquity of the Vedas, and, in 1903, 

The Arctic Home in the Vedas. 

● Statement 3 is incorrect: Indian Independence League was founded by Rash Behari Bose. 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1642776 

 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1642776
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4. With reference to the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS), consider the following statements. 

1. It is the National Standard Body of India. 

2. It works under the aegis of the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is correct: Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) is the National Standard Body of 

India established under the BIS Act 2016. 

● BIS is responsible for the harmonious development of the activities of standardization, marking 

and quality certification of goods. 

● Statement 2 is correct: BIS works under the aegis of the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and 

Public Distribution. 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1642820 

 

5. Consider the following statements about the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana 

(PMGSY). 

1. It was launched to provide connectivity to unconnected habitations of designated population size. 

2. The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways along with state governments is responsible for the 

implementation of PMGSY. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1642820
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Answer: A 

Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is correct: The Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY), was launched in 

2000 to provide connectivity to unconnected habitations of designated population size (500+ in 

plain areas and 250+ in North-East, hill, tribal and desert areas as per Census, 2001). 

● Statement 2 is incorrect: The Ministry of Rural Development along with state governments is 

responsible for the implementation of PMGSY. 

● In 2015, under the recommendation of the 14th finance commission, the funding pattern was 

changed. 

● Current funding pattern: In ratio of 60:40 between Centre and State for all States except for 8 

North Eastern and 3 Himalayan States (Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand and Jammu & Kashmir) 

for which it is 90:10. 

Related information: 

● Road Connectivity Project for Left Wing Extremism affected Areas: Government launched 

Road Connectivity Project for Left Wing Extremism affected Areas in the year 2016 as a separate 

vertical under PMGSY to provide all-weather road connectivity with necessary culverts and 

cross-drainage structures in 44 districts (35 are worst LWE affected districts and 09 are adjoining 

districts), which are critical from security and communication point of view. 

● Meri Sadak mobile app: It was launched to enable citizens to register complaints regarding the 

quality and pace of construction of PMGSY roads. 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1642578 

 

6. With reference to the Gold Monetisation Scheme (GMS), consider the following statements. 

1. The objective of the scheme is to mobilise gold and further facilitate its use for productive 

purposes. 

2. One can deposit a minimum 30 grams of raw gold under the scheme in the form of bars, coins, 

jewellery excluding stones and other metals. 

3. Importing huge amounts of gold leads to depreciation of Indian Rupee. 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1642578
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 1 and 2 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is correct: The Gold Monetisation Scheme (GMS) was launched by the Government 

of India in 2015. The main aim of this scheme is to turn the unused gold which is lying idle at our 

households or institutions into a productive asset.  

● The scheme would also reduce India's dependability on gold imports. Importing huge amounts of 

gold using foreign exchange reserves depreciates the value of the rupee. This in turn makes key 

imports like crude oil more costly. Hence, statement 3 is correct. 

● Statement 2 is correct: The depositors can deposit a minimum of 30 gms of raw gold in the form 

of bars, coins, jewellery. There is no cap on the maximum amount of gold that can be deposited.  

● The deposits under GMS are held by banks on behalf of the Centre, who also decides the interest 

rate. 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/as-gold-imports-take-a-hit-industry-

looks-for-ways-to-make-deposit-schemes-attractive/articleshow/77323854.cms 

 

7. Which of the following aims to protect the growers of their commodities from making 

distress sale in the event of a bumper crop? 

A. Minimum Support Price  

B. Market Intervention Scheme 

C. Price Stabilisation Fund  

D. Minimum Export Price 

Answer: B 

 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/as-gold-imports-take-a-hit-industry-looks-for-ways-to-make-deposit-schemes-attractive/articleshow/77323854.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/as-gold-imports-take-a-hit-industry-looks-for-ways-to-make-deposit-schemes-attractive/articleshow/77323854.cms


OFFICERS IAS ACADEMY 

IAS ACADEMY RUN BY FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS 
 

9 

Plot No: 935,6th Avenue, Anna Nagar, Chennai-40 

Ph: 044-40483555,9677120226,9677174226 

Web: www.officersiasacademy.com 

 

Explanation: 

● Market Intervention Scheme is a price support mechanism implemented on the request of State 

Governments for procurement of perishable and horticultural commodities in the event of a fall 

in market prices. 

● The Scheme is implemented when there is at least 10% increase in production or 10% decrease 

in the ruling rates over the previous normal year. 

● It works in a similar fashion to Minimum Support Price based procurement mechanism for food 

grains, but is an ad hoc mechanism. 

● Objective: To intervene in the market to protect the growers of their commodities from making 

distress sale in the event of a bumper crop during the peak arrival period when the prices tend to 

fall below economic levels and cost of production. 

● Pattern of Assistance:  The amount of loss is shared on a 50:50 basis between the Central 

government and the State government (on a 75:25 basis in case of North-Eastern States). 

● Eligibility: State / UT government ready to share the loss on 50:50 basis between the Central 

government and the State government (75:25 basis in case of North-Eastern States). 

http://newsonair.com/News?title=MIS-scheme-generated-awareness-among-farming-

community-in-Kashmir&id=396384 

 

8. With reference to the Production linked incentive (PLI) scheme for Large Scale Electronics 

Manufacturing, consider the following statements. 

1. The scheme aims to attract large investments in mobile phone manufacturing and specified 

electronic components.  

2. It proposes creating quality infrastructure with a minimum area of 200 acres along with industry-

specific facilities such as common facility centres, ready-built factory sheds/ plug-and-play 

facilities.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

http://newsonair.com/News?title=MIS-scheme-generated-awareness-among-farming-community-in-Kashmir&id=396384
http://newsonair.com/News?title=MIS-scheme-generated-awareness-among-farming-community-in-Kashmir&id=396384
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B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

● In March 2020, to boost large-scale electronics manufacturing in India, the Union Cabinet 

approved three schemes with a total outlay of almost Rs 48,000 crore. 

● The three schemes together will enable large-scale electronics manufacturing, a domestic supply 

chain ecosystem of components and a state-of-the-art infrastructure and common facilities for 

large anchor units and their supply chain partners. 

● Statement 1 is correct: The production-linked incentive scheme aims to attract large 

investments in mobile phone manufacturing and specified electronic components.  

● Statement 2 is incorrect: The scheme will offer an incentive of 4-6% on incremental sales of 

goods manufactured in India and is expected to create a total of 8 lakh jobs. 

● The ‘Scheme for Promotion of Manufacturing of Electronics Components and 

Semiconductors’ will give a financial incentive of 25% on capital expenditure for the identified 

list of electronic goods. 

● The third scheme, Electronics Manufacturing Clusters (EMC) 2.0, aims at creating quality 

infrastructure with a minimum area of 200 acres along with industry-specific facilities such as 

common facility centres, ready-built factory sheds/ plug-and-play facilities. The scheme is 

expected to create about 10 lakh jobs. Statement 2 is related to EMC 2.0. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/national-policy-on-electronics-production-linked-

incentive-scheme-explained-6530777/ 

 

9. With reference to the Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR), consider the following 

statements. 

1. CSR is a corporate initiative to assess and take responsibility for the company's effects on the 

environment and impact on social welfare. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/national-policy-on-electronics-production-linked-incentive-scheme-explained-6530777/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/national-policy-on-electronics-production-linked-incentive-scheme-explained-6530777/
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2. India has legally mandated CSR. 

3. Any company that has a net worth of at least Rs 500 crore, a turnover of Rs 1,000 crore or a net 

profit of Rs 5 crore is obliged to spend 1.5% of its average profits over the last three years on CSR. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 1 and 2 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: B 

Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is correct: The term "Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)" can be referred to as a 

corporate initiative to assess and take responsibility for the company's effects on the environment 

and impact on social welfare. 

● Statement 2 is correct: India is one of the first countries in the world to make CSR mandatory, 

following an amendment to the Company Act, 2013. 

● Statement 3 is incorrect: Any company that has a net worth of at least Rs 500 crore, a turnover 

of Rs 1,000 crore or a net profit of Rs 5 crore is obliged to spend 2% of its average profits over 

the last three years on CSR. 

● Businesses can invest their profits in areas such as education, poverty, gender equality, and hunger. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/india-chian-dispute-military-economic-power-

6536498/ 

 

10. In which of the following situations the Governor can act without the advice of the Council 

of Ministers? 

1. Reserving a bill passed by the legislature for the consideration of the President of India. 

2. Recommendation for the imposition of the President’s Rule in the state. 

3. Dissolution of the state legislative assembly if the Council of Ministers has lost its majority. 

4. Asking the Chief Minister to place a matter for the consideration of the Council of Ministers. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/india-chian-dispute-military-economic-power-6536498/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/india-chian-dispute-military-economic-power-6536498/
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Select the correct answer using the code given below : 

A. 1, 2 and 3 only 

B. 1, 2 and 4 only 

C. 2, 3 and 4 only 

D. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

Constitutional Discretion 

The Governor has constitutional discretion in the following cases: 

● Article 167: Governor can seek any information from the chief minister with regard to the 

administrative and legislative matters of the state. 

● Article 167(c) empowers the Governor to ask the Chief Minister to submit for the consideration 

of the Council of Ministers any matter, on which a decision was taken by an individual Minister. 

● Article 200: A bill shall be presented to the Governor and the Governor shall declare either that 

he assents to the Bill or that he withholds assent therefrom or that he reserves the Bill for the 

consideration of the President. 

● Article 356 empowers the Governor to recommend the imposition of President’s Rule in the state 

in case he feels that there is a breakdown of constitutional machinery in the state. 

● Article 239 (2): While exercising his functions as the administrator of an adjoining Union 

Territory (in case of additional charge) independently of his council of Ministers. 

● Determining the amount payable by the Government of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram 

to an autonomous Tribal district council as royalty accruing from licenses for mineral exploration. 

Situational discretion 

● In addition to the above constitutional discretion (i.e., the express discretion mentioned in the 

constitution), the governor also has situational discretion (i.e., the hidden discretion derived from 

the exigencies of a prevailing political situation) in the following cases: 
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● Appointment of chief minister: As per Article 164, discretion is exercised in appointment of CM 

when a hung assembly turns up after the elections or when coalition partner suddenly withdraws 

the support from the ruling party.    

● Dissolution of the state legislative assembly:  As per Article 174, the Governor may Dissolve 

the Assembly if he/she is satisfied that the government has lost the majority in legislative assembly.  

● Dismissal of the council of ministers: Since Council of Ministers under Article 164 (2) is 

collectively responsible to the state legislative assembly hence if a ministry has lost confidence of 

the house but refuses to resign, in that case Governor can dissolve the Ministry. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/the-hindu-explains-why-are-questions-being-raised-

about-the-actions-of-rajasthan-governor-kalraj-mishra/article32249795.ece 

 

11. With reference to Chit funds, which one of the following statements is not correct? 

A. They are a type of unregulated deposit schemes.  

B. Chit funds are mostly used by the poor which acts as both a source of finance and an avenue for 

savings.  

C. Chit fund business does not come under the regulatory ambit of the RBI or SEBI. 

D. Both the centre and state can frame legislation regarding chit funds. 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

● A chit fund is a type of saving scheme where a specified number of subscribers contribute 

payments in instalments over a defined period.   

● Each subscriber is entitled to a prize amount determined by lot, auction or tender depending on the 

nature of the chit fund.    

Regulations 

● Option D is correct: Both the centre and state can frame legislation regarding chit funds. 

● Option C is correct: Chit fund business does not come under the regulatory ambit of the RBI or 

SEBI. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/the-hindu-explains-why-are-questions-being-raised-about-the-actions-of-rajasthan-governor-kalraj-mishra/article32249795.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/the-hindu-explains-why-are-questions-being-raised-about-the-actions-of-rajasthan-governor-kalraj-mishra/article32249795.ece
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● However, the RBI can provide guidance to state governments on regulatory aspects like creating 

rules or exempting certain chit funds. 

● In 1982, the Ministry of Finance enacted the Chit Funds Act to regulate the sector. 

Significance 

● Option B is correct: Chit funds are mostly used by the poor which acts as both a source of finance 

and an avenue for savings because of deficiencies in the banking sector which have existed for 

years. 

● Option A is incorrect: Chit funds are legal and they are different from unregulated deposit 

schemes or Ponzi schemes, which the government banned recently. 

● All chit funds must be registered with the office of the registrar of chit funds in every state that 

monitors their operations. 

● Last year, the Parliament passed the Chit Funds (Amendment) Act, 2019 which is aimed at 

reducing the compliance burden on chit funds and protecting subscribers.  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/cbi-registers-six-more-chit-fund-scam-

cases-in-bengal/article32262440.ece 

 

12. Which of the following constitute Narrow Money (M1)? 

1. Time Liabilities portion of saving deposits with banking system  

2. Certificate of Deposits issued by Banks  

3. Call borrowings from Non Depository Financial Corporations by the banking system.  

Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 1 and 3 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

RBI publishes information for four alternative measures of Money supply, namely, 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/cbi-registers-six-more-chit-fund-scam-cases-in-bengal/article32262440.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/cbi-registers-six-more-chit-fund-scam-cases-in-bengal/article32262440.ece
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● Reserve Money or Base Money (M0) 

● Narrow Money (M1) 

● Intermediate Money (M2) 

● Broad Money (M3) 

Reserve Money or Base Money (M0) 

● M0 = Currency in Circulation + Bankers’ Deposit with RBI + Other Deposits with RBI 

○ Currency in circulation is equal to money held by the public and banks.  

○ Bankers deposit with RBI includes CRR and Excess Reserve.  

○ Other Deposits include deposits of financial institutions, IMF, PF funds of RBI staffs etc.  

Narrow Money (M1) 

● M1 = Currency with public + Current Deposits with Banking System + Demand liabilities portion 

of saving deposits with the banking system + Other Deposits with RBI 

○ Currency with public is equal to Currency in circulation minus cash on hand with banking system 

○ Current Deposits and Demand liabilities portion of saving deposits that can be withdrawn by a 

depositor at any point of time. 

Intermediate Money (M2) 

● M2 = M1 + Time Liabilities portion of saving deposits with banking system + Certificate of 

Deposits issued by Banks + Term Deposits (Excluding FCNR (B) deposits upto 1 year maturity 

with banking system) 

Broad Money (M3) 

● M3 = M2 + Term Deposits (Excluding FCNR (B) deposits over 1 year maturity with banking 

system) + Call borrowings from “Non Depository Financial Corporations by the banking 

system.  

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/rising-real-lending-rate-roiling-rbi-

rate-cuts-scuppering-credit-offtake-and-growth-report/articleshow/77329890.cms?from=mdr 

 

 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/rising-real-lending-rate-roiling-rbi-rate-cuts-scuppering-credit-offtake-and-growth-report/articleshow/77329890.cms?from=mdr
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/rising-real-lending-rate-roiling-rbi-rate-cuts-scuppering-credit-offtake-and-growth-report/articleshow/77329890.cms?from=mdr
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13. With reference to the Electronic Vaccine Intelligence Network (eVIN), consider the following 

statements. 

1. It is an indigenously developed technology system in India that digitizes vaccine stocks and 

monitors the temperature of the cold chain through a smartphone application. 

2. eVIN is being implemented under the National Health Mission (NHM) by the Ministry of Health 

and Family Welfare.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is correct: eVIN (Electronic Vaccine Intelligence Network) is an indigenously 

developed technology system in India that digitizes vaccine stocks and monitors the temperature 

of the cold chain through a smartphone application. 

● It is aimed at strengthening immunization supply chain systems across the country.  

● Statement 2 is correct: Introduced in 2015, the eVIN is being implemented under the National 

Health Mission (NHM) by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.  

● eVIN aims to provide real-time information on vaccine stocks and flows, and storage temperatures 

across all cold chain points in the country.  

● eVIN has reached 32 States and Union Territories (UTs) and will soon be rolled-out in the 

remaining States and UTs of Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Chandigarh, Ladakh and Sikkim.  

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1643172 

 

 

 

 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1643172
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14. Mission Raksha Gyan Shakti is related to 

A. Anti-satellite missile test conducted by DRDO. 

B. Promoting a culture of innovation and technology development in Indian defence manufacturing 

ecosystem. 

C. Providing mentorship to tribal youth through digital mode. 

D. Department of Science & Technology’s initiative to accelerate research in Quantum computing. 

Answer: B 

Explanation: 

● The Mission Raksha Gyan Shakti was launched in 2018 with the objective to inculcate IP culture 

in Indian defence manufacturing ecosystem. 

● Under this mission, an Intellectual Property Facilitation Cell (IPFC) has been established under 

the aegis of Directorate General Quality Assurance (DGQA) which has within a short span of a 

year achieved challenging target of training more than 12,000 personnel on IPR and facilitating 

filing of more than 1000 new IPR applications. 

● Option A is related to Mission Shakti. 

● Option C is related to the GOAL (Going Online As Leaders) programme. 

● Option D is related to the Quantum-Enabled Science & Technology (QuEST) programme. 

https://ddpmod.gov.in/dpepp 

 

15. Which of the following is/are the components of Ayushman Bharat scheme? 

1. Setting up of 1.5 lakh Health & Wellness Centres  

2. Setting up of new AIIMS like institutes in underserved regions of the country  

3. Health insurance cover of up to Rs. 5 lakh per family per year for secondary & tertiary 

hospitalization 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

https://ddpmod.gov.in/dpepp
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D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

● Ayushman Bharat is an umbrella of two major health initiatives, namely Health and Wellness 

Centres and Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PMJAY). 

Health and Wellness Centres 

● Under this 1.5 lakh existing sub centres will bring the health care system closer to the homes of 

people in the form of Health and wellness centres to provide comprehensive primary health care 

to the population.  

Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana  

● PMJAY will provide health cover to 10.74 crore poor & vulnerable families upto ` 5 lakh per 

family per year for secondary & tertiary hospitalization. 

● To ensure that nobody is left out (especially women, children and elderly) there will be no cap on 

family size and age in the scheme. 

● The benefit cover will also include pre and post-hospitalisation expenses. 

● A defined transport allowance per hospitalization will also be paid to the beneficiary. 

● Benefits of the scheme are portable across the country and a beneficiary covered under the scheme 

will be allowed to take cashless benefits from any public/private empanelled hospitals across the 

country. 

Eligibility criteria 

● The Scheme has been rolled out based on the deprivation and occupational criteria of the Socio 

Economic Caste Census for rural and urban areas respectively.  

Implementation Strategy 

● At the national level to manage, a National Health Authority has been set up. It will be chaired 

by the Minister of Health & Family Welfare which will enable the decision making at a faster 

pace, required for smooth implementation of the scheme. 

● States/ UTs are advised to implement the scheme by a dedicated entity called State Health Agency 

(SHA). 
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● Setting up of new AIIMS like institutes in underserved regions of the country is a component of 

Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY). 

http://newsonair.com/News?title=Manipur-Govt-inks-agreement-with-nine-hospitals-in-state-to-

implement-PMJAY-%26-CM%e2%80%99s-Health-Scheme&id=396436 

 

16. Consider the following statements about the Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board 

(PNGRB). 

1. It is the only statutory body for the Petroleum and Natural Gas Sector.  

2. One of the tasks of PNGRB is to ensure competitive markets for gas. 

3. Appeals against the decisions of PNGRB go before the Appellate Tribunals for Electricity. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3      

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is correct: Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board (PNGRB) is the only 

statutory body for the Petroleum and Natural Gas Sector which has been constituted under the 

PNGRB Act, 2006 on 1st October, 2007. 

● Statement 2 is correct: The objective of PNGRB is to protect the interests of consumers and 

entities engaged in specified activities relating to petroleum, petroleum products and natural gas 

and to promote competitive markets. 

● The board has also been mandated to regulate the refining, processing, storage, transportation, 

distribution, marketing and sale of petroleum, petroleum products and natural gas excluding 

production of crude oil and natural gas so as to ensure uninterrupted and adequate supply of 

petroleum, petroleum products and natural gas in all parts of the country. 

http://newsonair.com/News?title=Manipur-Govt-inks-agreement-with-nine-hospitals-in-state-to-implement-PMJAY-%26-CM%e2%80%99s-Health-Scheme&id=396436
http://newsonair.com/News?title=Manipur-Govt-inks-agreement-with-nine-hospitals-in-state-to-implement-PMJAY-%26-CM%e2%80%99s-Health-Scheme&id=396436
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● Statement 3 is correct: The appeals against the decisions of the Board go before the Appellate 

Tribunal established under the Electricity Act, 2003. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/gas-distribution-infrastructure-regulations-pngrb-

6538568/ 

 

17. With reference to the Locust Warning Organization (LWO), consider the following 

statements. 

1. LWO is responsible for monitoring, survey and control of Desert Locust in Scheduled Desert Areas 

mainly in the States of Rajasthan and Gujarat. 

2. It is established under the Ministry of Earth Sciences. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

● Statement 2 is incorrect: In order to keep the menace of locust at bay Locust Warning 

Organization was established in 1946 under the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare. 

● Statement 1 is correct: LWO is responsible for monitoring, survey and control of Desert Locust 

in Scheduled Desert Areas mainly in the States of Rajasthan and Gujarat while partly in the States 

of Punjab and Haryana. by way of intensive survey, surveillance, monitoring and control 

operations where required. 

Objectives:  

1. To monitor, forewarn and control locust in the Scheduled Desert Area (SDA) being International 

obligation and commitment.  

2.    To conduct research on locust and grasshoppers.  

3.    Liaison and coordination with National and International Organizations.  

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/gas-distribution-infrastructure-regulations-pngrb-6538568/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/gas-distribution-infrastructure-regulations-pngrb-6538568/
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4. Human resource development through training and demonstration for staff of Locust 

Warning Organization (LWO), State officials, BSF personnel and Farmers. 

5. To maintain control potential to combat locust emergencies by organizing locust control 

campaigns. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/where-the-locusts-are-where-they-head-next-

6537875/ 

 

18. Consider the following statements about the Financial Action Task Force (FATF). 

1. India is a founder member of FATF. 

2. Recently, FATF released the “Money Laundering and the Illegal Wildlife Trade” report. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: B 

Explanation: 

● The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is an intergovernmental organization that designs and 

promotes policies and standards to combat target money laundering, terrorist financing, and other 

threats to the global financial system.  

● The FATF was created in 1989 by the G7 countries, and is headquartered in Paris. 

● There are 39 members, including India and two regional organisations- European Commission and 

the Gulf Cooperation Council.  

● Statement 1 is incorrect: India became an observer at FATF in 2006. FATF admitted India as the 

34th Country Member of FATF in 2010. 

● FATF maintains two different lists of countries: those that have deficiencies in their anti-money 

laundering and counter terrorist financing (AML/CTF) regimes but they commit to an action plan 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/where-the-locusts-are-where-they-head-next-6537875/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/where-the-locusts-are-where-they-head-next-6537875/
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to address these loopholes, and those that do not end up doing enough. The former is commonly 

known as the grey list and latter as blacklist. 

● Statement 2 is correct: Recently, FATF released its first global report on the illegal wildlife trade 

titled “Money Laundering and the Illegal Wildlife Trade”.  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/ahead-of-fatf-meet-india-to-highlight-pak-

inaction/article32271365.ece 

 

19. With reference to the National Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF), consider the 

following statements. 

1. It is an Indian-government backed entity established to provide long-term capital to the country’s 

infrastructure sector. 

2. It is a 100% government-owned entity. 

3. It is registered as a Category II Alternative Investment Fund. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 1 and 3 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: B 

Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is correct: National Investment and Infrastructure Fund, is an Indian-government 

backed entity established to provide long-term capital to the country’s infrastructure sector.  

● Statement 2 is incorrect: The Indian government has 49 per cent stake in NIIF with the rest held 

by foreign and domestic investors. With the Centre’s significant stake, NIIF is considered India’s 

quasi sovereign wealth fund.  

● NIIF is envisaged as a fund of funds with the ability to make direct investments as required. 

● Statement 3 is correct: NIIF got registered with SEBI as Category II Alternative Investment Fund 

(AIF).  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/ahead-of-fatf-meet-india-to-highlight-pak-inaction/article32271365.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/ahead-of-fatf-meet-india-to-highlight-pak-inaction/article32271365.ece
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● AIFs are private funds which are otherwise not coming under the jurisdiction of any regulatory 

agency in India. In India, AIFs are regulated by the Securities and Exchange Board of India 

(Alternative Investment Funds) Regulations, 2012.  

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/infrastructure/delhi-mumbai-eway-nhai-

niif-part-ways/articleshow/77357908.cms 

 

20. With reference to the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC), consider the following statements. 

1. It decides the RBI's benchmark interest rates. 

2. Three Members of the MPC are appointed by the Central Government. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is correct: The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) is a committee of the RBI, 

headed by its Governor, which is entrusted with the task of fixing the benchmark policy interest 

rate (repo rate) to contain inflation within the specified target level. 

● The MPC has six members 

o RBI Governor (Chairperson), RBI Deputy Governor in charge of monetary policy, one official 

nominated by the RBI Board and remaining 3 members would represent the Government. Hence, 

statement 2 is correct. 

● The MPC makes decisions based on majority vote. In case of a tie, the RBI governor will have 

a second or casting vote.  

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/rbi-governor-headed-mpc-begins-

deliberations-on-monetary-policy/articleshow/77350815.cms 

 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/infrastructure/delhi-mumbai-eway-nhai-niif-part-ways/articleshow/77357908.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/infrastructure/delhi-mumbai-eway-nhai-niif-part-ways/articleshow/77357908.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/rbi-governor-headed-mpc-begins-deliberations-on-monetary-policy/articleshow/77350815.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/rbi-governor-headed-mpc-begins-deliberations-on-monetary-policy/articleshow/77350815.cms
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21. Consider the following pairs: 

Currency   Meaning 

1. Hard currency  widely accepted around the world as a form of payment 

2. Hot money   short-term capital flow that exit a country quickly in times of crisis 

3. Soft currency  hyper sensitive and fluctuates frequently 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 3 only 

C. 1, 2 and 3 

D. None of them are correct 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

● Hard currency refers to money that is issued by a nation that is seen as politically and economically 

stable. Hard currencies are widely accepted around the world as a form of payment for goods and 

services and may be preferred over the domestic currency. 

● Soft currency is a currency which is hyper sensitive and fluctuates frequently. Such currencies 

react very sharply to the political or economic situation of a country.  

● Hot money refers to short-term capital flow that exit a country quickly in times of crisis. 

● Hence, all the pairs are correctly matched. 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/how-to-pay-for-the-stimulus/article32279610.ece 

 

22. With reference to the Nuclear Command Authority (NCA) of India, consider the following 

statements. 

1. It is the authority responsible for command, control and operational decisions regarding India's 

nuclear weapons programme.  

2. The Executive Council is the sole body which can authorize the use of nuclear weapons. 

3. The Executive Council is chaired by the Chief of Defence Staff. 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/how-to-pay-for-the-stimulus/article32279610.ece
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 1 and 2 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is correct: The Nuclear Command Authority (NCA) of India is the authority 

responsible for command, control and operational decisions regarding India's nuclear weapons 

programme. It was constituted in 2003. 

● The Nuclear Command Authority comprises a Political Council and an Executive Council.  

● Statement 2 is incorrect: The Political Council is chaired by the Prime Minister. It is the sole 

body which can authorize the use of nuclear weapons. 

● Statement 3 is incorrect: The Executive Council is chaired by the National Security Advisor. It 

provides inputs for decision making by the Nuclear Command Authority and executes the 

directives given to it by the Political Council. 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/taking-nuclear-vulnerabilities-

seriously/article32279584.ece 

 

23. Consider the following statements: 

1. Borrowing from RBI becomes cheaper with increase in Repo rate. 

2. Increasing Repo rate results in increasing the money supply in the market. 

3. Increasing Repo rate is a sign of hawkish monetary policy stance. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3  

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/taking-nuclear-vulnerabilities-seriously/article32279584.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/taking-nuclear-vulnerabilities-seriously/article32279584.ece
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Answer: B 

Explanation: 

● Repo rate is the rate of interest which is applied by RBI to commercial banks when the latter 

borrows from RBI. 

● Repo rate is used to control inflation.  

● Statements 1 and 2 are incorrect: In the event of rising inflation, RBI increases the repo rate 

which will act as a disincentive for banks to borrow from the central bank. This ultimately reduces 

the money supply in the economy and thus helps in arresting inflation.  

● Similarly, if it wants to make it cheaper for banks to borrow money, it reduces the repo rate.  

● Statement 3 is correct: The term hawkish is used to describe contractionary monetary policy. 

Central banks can be said to be hawkish if they tighten monetary policy by increasing interest rates 

or reducing the central bank’s balance sheet.  

● A monetary policy stance is said to be hawkish if it forecasts future interest rate increases.  

● Dovish refers to the opposite. When central banks reduce interest rates or increase quantitative 

easing to stimulate the economy they are said to be dovish.  

http://newsonair.com/News?title=Reserve-Bank-of-India-keeps-repo-rate-unchanged-at-4-

percent&id=396632 

 

24. The National Board for Wildlife is chaired by 

A. The Prime Minister  

B. Minister in charge of the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change  

C. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests 

D. Chairperson of the Wildlife Crime Control Bureau 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

● The National Board for Wildlife (NBWL) is constituted by the Central Government under the 

Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. 

http://newsonair.com/News?title=Reserve-Bank-of-India-keeps-repo-rate-unchanged-at-4-percent&id=396632
http://newsonair.com/News?title=Reserve-Bank-of-India-keeps-repo-rate-unchanged-at-4-percent&id=396632
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● The role is “advisory” in nature and advises the Central Government on framing policies and 

measures for conservation of wildlife in the country. 

● Primary function of the Board is to promote the conservation and development of wildlife and 

forests. NBWL has power to review all wildlife-related matters and approve projects in and around 

national parks and sanctuaries. 

● The National Board for Wildlife has 47 members with the Prime Minister in the Chair. The 

Minister in charge of the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change in the Central 

Government is the Vice-Chairperson.  

● Recommendation of the NBWL is mandatory for alteration of the boundary of a protected area 

such as National Park, Wildlife sanctuary, Tiger reserve, etc. 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/wildlife-nod-not-required-for-rly-projects-

ministry/story-Ik4I56MXDMxeQD0q5JQhlK.html 

 

25. With reference to the Right to Education Act, 2009, consider the following statements. 

1. The Act gives effect to Article 21A of the constitution. 

2. It mandates a minimum of 25% free seats for children belonging to weaker sections and 

disadvantaged groups (EWS) in private unaided schools at the entry level. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is correct: The 86th Constitution Amendment Act inserted Article 21A in our 

constitution. Article 21A states that every child between the ages of 6 to 14 years has the right to 

free and compulsory education. The Right to Education Act, 2009, seeks to give effect to this 

amendment. 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/wildlife-nod-not-required-for-rly-projects-ministry/story-Ik4I56MXDMxeQD0q5JQhlK.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/wildlife-nod-not-required-for-rly-projects-ministry/story-Ik4I56MXDMxeQD0q5JQhlK.html
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● The Act makes education a fundamental right of every child between the ages of 6 and 14 and 

specifies minimum norms in elementary schools.  

● Statement 2 is correct: RTE Act mandates a minimum of 25% free seats for children belonging 

to weaker sections and disadvantaged groups (EWS) in private unaided schools at the entry level. 

● The Right to Education Act lays down norms and standards relating to Pupil-Teacher-Ratios 

(number of children per teacher), classrooms, separate toilets for girls and boys, drinking water 

facility, number of school-working days, working hours of teachers, etc.  

● To improve performances of children in schools, the Right to Education Act introduced the 

Continuous Comprehensive Evaluation (CCE) system in 2009 to ensure grade appropriate 

learning outcomes in schools. 

● In pursuance of Section 6 of the Act, the Central RTE Rules has notified the area or limits of 

neighbourhood as one kilometre, within which a primary school and 3 kilometre within which an 

upper primary school, has to be established.  

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/blog/governance/no-smartphones-internet-access-odisha-s-rural-

kids-caught-in-digital-divide-72656 

 

26. The terms ‘neutral’, ‘calibrated tightening’, 'accommodative' sometimes seen in the news 

are related to 

A. Inflation  

B. External trade 

C. Fiscal policy 

D. Monetary policy 

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

● These terms indicate the central bank’s monetary policy stance on deciding policy rates like repo 

rate. 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/blog/governance/no-smartphones-internet-access-odisha-s-rural-kids-caught-in-digital-divide-72656
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/blog/governance/no-smartphones-internet-access-odisha-s-rural-kids-caught-in-digital-divide-72656
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● “Accommodative” indicates that the central bank is telling the market to expect a rate cut anytime, 

“neutral” means that RBI could either increase or reduce repo rates as per liquidity conditions, 

“calibrated tightening” means that a cut in the repo rate is unlikely in the current rate cycle. 

https://www.timesnownews.com/business-economy/economy/article/rbi-mpc-outcome-after-

whatever-it-takes-vow-in-march-guv-das-maintains-accommodative-stance-ahead/632758 

27. The Global Hunger Index is released by 

A. United Nations World Food Programme 

B. Doctors Without Borders 

C. Action Against Hunger  

D. Welthungerhilfe and Concern Worldwide 

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

● The Global Hunger Index is an annual score ranking countries of the world on hunger levels. 

● It is prepared by NGO Welthungerhilfe and Concern Worldwide. 

● It is based on 4 indicators: 

○ Undernourishment 

○ Child wasting - the share of children under the age of five who have low weight for their height, 

reflecting acute undernutrition 

○ Child stunting - children under the age of five who have low height for their age, reflecting 

chronic undernutrition 

○ Child mortality - the mortality rate of children under the age of five.  

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/an-invisible-humanitarian-crisis-in-

india/article32288036.ece 

 

28. ‘Sir Creek dispute” sometimes mentioned in the news in the context of the affairs of 

A. India and Nepal 

B. India and Pakistan 

C. India and China 

https://www.timesnownews.com/business-economy/economy/article/rbi-mpc-outcome-after-whatever-it-takes-vow-in-march-guv-das-maintains-accommodative-stance-ahead/632758
https://www.timesnownews.com/business-economy/economy/article/rbi-mpc-outcome-after-whatever-it-takes-vow-in-march-guv-das-maintains-accommodative-stance-ahead/632758
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/an-invisible-humanitarian-crisis-in-india/article32288036.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/an-invisible-humanitarian-crisis-in-india/article32288036.ece
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D. Israel and Palestine 

Answer: B 

Explanation: 

What is Sir Creek? 

● Sir Creek is a 96-km strip of water disputed between India and Pakistan in the Rann of Kutch 

marshlands.  

● The Creek opens up in the Arabian Sea and roughly divides the Kutch region of Gujarat from the 

Sindh Province of Pakistan. 

What's the dispute? 

● The dispute lies in the interpretation of the maritime boundary line between Kutch and Sindh.  

● The dispute goes back to 1908 between the ruler of Kutch and the British authorities in Sindh.  

● In 1914, the government of Bombay province took up the resolution of the dispute and gave an 

award where on the map attached they indicated that the boundary lay along the eastern bank of 

the creek, called the Green Line, now claimed by Pakistan.  

● But the actual text of the decision seemed to suggest that the boundary was through the middle of 

the creek, as per the international law's 'Thalweg principle'. 

● The Thalweg principle defines the border between two states separated by a watercourse or 

flowing body of water as lying along the thalweg, which is the line of greatest depth of the channel 

or watercourse. 

 

War in 1965 and tribunal 
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● After Pakistan’s and India’s independence in 1947, the creek was physically noted as the border 

between India and Pakistan but no formal resolution of the 1914 map’s ambiguity was determined.  

● The war of 1965 between India and Pakistan over various territorial differences also involved the 

Kutch region. Subsequently, both countries agreed to take the matter to the International Court 

of Justice, which issued a ruling in 1968 favoring 90 percent of India’s claim to the salt marsh 

(i.e., the Rann of Kutch) but excluded a mention of Sir Creek itself, thus leading to an uncertain 

outcome regarding its status. 

● Since 1969, 12 rounds of talks have been held over the issue of Sir Creek, but both sides have 

denied reaching any solution.  

What's the importance of Sir Creek? 

● Apart from strategic location, Sir Creek's core importance is fishing resources. Sir Creek is 

considered to be among the largest fishing grounds in Asia. 

● It is also significant for the possible presence of oil and gas concentration under the sea. 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/straying-into-troubled-

waters/article32287870.ece?homepage=true 

 

29. Which of the following countries share a border with Lebanon? 

1. Iraq 

2. Syria  

3. Israel 

4. Turkey 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 1 and 3 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. 2 and 4 only 

Answer: C 

Explanation: 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/straying-into-troubled-waters/article32287870.ece?homepage=true
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/straying-into-troubled-waters/article32287870.ece?homepage=true
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● Lebanon is located in the Middle East. It is bordered by the Mediterranean Sea to the west, Israel 

to the south, and Syria to the east and north. The country also shares maritime borders with Cyprus.  

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/beirut-explosion-what-are-its-possible-causes-what-

we-know-so-far-6541185/ 

 

30. Consider the following statements about the Mega Food Park scheme. 

1. It is an initiative of the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare to provide modern 

infrastructure facilities to link agricultural production to the market.  

2. Projects under the scheme are implemented by Special Purpose Vehicles. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is incorrect: The Scheme of Mega Food Park is an initiative of the Ministry of Food 

Processing which aims at providing a mechanism to link agricultural production to the market by 

bringing together farmers, processors and retailers so as to ensure maximizing value addition, 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/beirut-explosion-what-are-its-possible-causes-what-we-know-so-far-6541185/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/beirut-explosion-what-are-its-possible-causes-what-we-know-so-far-6541185/
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minimizing wastage, increasing farmers income and creating employment opportunities 

particularly in the rural sector.  

● The Mega Food Park Scheme is based on the “Cluster” approach and envisages creation of state 

of art support infrastructure in a well-defined agri / horticultural zone for setting up of modern 

food processing units in the industrial plots provided in the park with a well-established supply 

chain.  

● Mega food parks typically consist of supply chain infrastructure including collection centers, 

primary processing centers, central processing centers, cold chains and around 25-30 fully 

developed plots for entrepreneurs to set up food processing units. 

● Statement 2 is correct: The Mega Food Park project is implemented by a Special Purpose 

Vehicle (SPV) which is a Body Corporate registered under the Companies Act. State Government, 

State Government entities and Cooperatives are not required to form a separate SPV for 

implementation of Mega Food Park project. Subject to fulfillment of the conditions of the Scheme 

Guidelines, the funds are released to the SPVs.  

http://newsonair.com/News?title=10-acre-food-park-to-be-set-up-at-Vedasanthoor-in-Dindigul-

district%2c-says-Tamil-Nadu-Chief-Minister&id=396620 

 

31. The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) created which of the 

following institutions on the international scene? 

1. The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea 

2. The International Seabed Authority 

3. The Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf 

Select the correct answer using the code given below : 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 1 and 3 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: D 

http://newsonair.com/News?title=10-acre-food-park-to-be-set-up-at-Vedasanthoor-in-Dindigul-district%2c-says-Tamil-Nadu-Chief-Minister&id=396620
http://newsonair.com/News?title=10-acre-food-park-to-be-set-up-at-Vedasanthoor-in-Dindigul-district%2c-says-Tamil-Nadu-Chief-Minister&id=396620
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Explanation: 

● The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), also known as the Law of the 

Sea Treaty, is an international treaty which was adopted and signed in 1982. The Convention was 

formed to ensure freedom of shipping navigation at the sea.  

● The Convention has created three new institutions on the international scene : 

○ the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, 

○ the International Seabed Authority, 

○ the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf. 

● India is party to UNCLOS. 

● UNCLOS classifies marine areas into five zones. They are: 

○ Territorial sea 

○ Contiguous zone 

○ Exclusive economic zone 

○ Continental shelf 

○ High Sea 

 

Territorial sea  

● According to UNCLOS, the territorial sea can be defined as the area which extends up to 12 

nautical miles from the baseline of a country’s coastal state. The territorial sea is under the 
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jurisdiction of that particular country; however, foreign ships (both merchant and military) ships 

are allowed passage through it. 

● This type of passage of territorial passage of foreign ships is known as an innocent passage. 

However, the right to the innocent passage can be suspended if there is a threat to the security of 

the coastal state. 

Contiguous Zone 

● The contiguous zone can be defined as the belt which extends 12 nautical miles beyond the 

territorial sea limit. 

● A coastal state’s control on this area is limited to prevention of actions which can infringe its 

customs, fiscal, and immigration laws. It can also act if any activity in the contiguous zone 

threatens regulations in the territorial sea. 

● Exclusive economic zone 

● The exclusive economic zone can be defined as a belt of water which extends up to 200 nautical 

miles from the baseline of the coastal state. Thus it includes both territorial sea and contiguous 

zone. 

● The exclusive economic zone provides the coastal state control over all economic resources such 

as fishing, mining, oil exploration, and marine research. 

● The coastal state also has jurisdiction regarding protection and preservation of natural resources 

and marine environment. 

Continental Shelf 

● The continental shelf can be defined as the area whose outer limit shall not exceed 350 nautical 

miles from the baseline or shall not exceed 100 nautical miles from the 2500 meters isobath. 

● Isobath is a line connecting points of equal underwater depth. 

● The coastal state has exclusive rights for exploring and exploiting its natural resources in this area. 

The state also has the exclusive rights to authorize and regulate drilling on the shelf for all 

purposes. 

High Seas  
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● High seas can be defined as the part of the sea that is not included in the exclusive economic zone, 

in the territorial sea, or in the internal waters of a coastal state or archipelagic waters of an 

archipelagic state. 

● High seas are open to all states for freedom of navigation, freedom of overflight, freedom to 

construct artificial islands installation, freedom of fishing, and freedom of scientific research. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/italian-marines-case-will-close-trial-only-after-victims-

kin-get-hefty-compensation-says-sc/article32295037.ece 

 

32. With reference to the Forest Rights Act (FRA) 2006, consider the following statements. 

1. FRA provides recognition of land up to 4 ha to each legitimate claimant. 

2. A forest right conferred under the Act shall be heritable and transferable. 

To qualify as a Forest Dwelling Scheduled Tribe (FDST) and be eligible for recognition of rights 

under FRA, he/she should have primarily resided in forest land for three generations (75 years) 

prior to 13-12-2005 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

● Forest Rights Act (FRA) 2006, is a people-centric law for forests, which “recognises” the rights 

of forest- dwelling communities to use and manage forest resources.  

Rights under FRA: 

● Title rights – Ownership to land that is being farmed by tribals or forest dwellers subject to a 

maximum of 4 hectares; ownership is only for land that is actually being cultivated by the 

concerned family, meaning that no new lands are granted. Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/italian-marines-case-will-close-trial-only-after-victims-kin-get-hefty-compensation-says-sc/article32295037.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/italian-marines-case-will-close-trial-only-after-victims-kin-get-hefty-compensation-says-sc/article32295037.ece
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● Use rights – to minor forest produce (also including ownership), to grazing areas, to pastoralist 

routes, etc. 

● Relief and development rights – to rehabilitation in case of illegal eviction or forced 

displacement; and basic amenities, subject to restrictions for forest protection. 

● Forest management rights – to protect forests and wildlife. 

Eligibility 

● To qualify as Other Traditional Forest Dweller (OTFD) and be eligible for recognition of rights 

under FRA, two conditions need to be fulfilled: 

○ Primarily resided in forest or forests land for three generations (75 years) prior to 13-12-2005, and  

● Depend on the forest or forests land for bonafide livelihood needs. 

● Statement 2 is incorrect: To qualify as a Forest Dwelling Scheduled Tribe (FDST) and be eligible 

for recognition of rights under FRA, three conditions must be satisfied by the applicant/s, who 

could be “members or community”: 

○ Must be a Scheduled Tribe in the area where the right is claimed; and 

○ Primarily resided in forest or forests land prior to 13-12-2005; and  

○ Depend on the forest or forests land for bonafide livelihood needs. 

● Statement 3 is incorrect: The FRA provides that a forest right conferred under the Act shall be 

heritable but not alienable or transferable, and shall be registered jointly in the name of both 

the spouses in case of married persons and in the name of the single head in the case of a household 

headed by a single person. 

Process of recognition of rights: 

● The Act provides that the gram sabha, or village assembly, will initially pass a resolution 

recommending whose rights to which resources should be recognised. 

● This resolution is then screened and approved at the level of the sub-division (or taluka) and 

subsequently at the district level. 

● The screening committees consist of three government officials (Forest, Revenue and Tribal 

Welfare departments) and three elected members of the local body at that level. These committees 

also hear appeals. 
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https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/telangana/maoists-are-making-a-comeback-in-

telangana/article32298580.ece 

 

33. In which one of the following States is Nanda Devi Biosphere Reserve located? 

A. Uttarakhand 

B. Himachal Pradesh 

C. Arunachal Pradesh 

D. Mizoram 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

● Nanda Devi Biosphere Reserve is situated in the state of Uttarakhand. 

● The two core zones of the Biosphere reserve i.e the Nanda Devi National Park and the Valley of 

Flowers National Park were inscribed as World Heritage sites in 2005. 

https://www.outlookindia.com/outlooktraveller/travelnews/story/70474/uttarakhand-to-set-up-

indias-first-snow-leopard-conservation-centre 

 

34. Consider the following statements about the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India 

(FSSAI). 

1. It is under the charge of Director General of Health Services in the Union Ministry of Health and 

Family Welfare. 

2. ‘Eat Right Movement’ is an initiative of the FSSAI. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/telangana/maoists-are-making-a-comeback-in-telangana/article32298580.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/telangana/maoists-are-making-a-comeback-in-telangana/article32298580.ece
https://www.outlookindia.com/outlooktraveller/travelnews/story/70474/uttarakhand-to-set-up-indias-first-snow-leopard-conservation-centre
https://www.outlookindia.com/outlooktraveller/travelnews/story/70474/uttarakhand-to-set-up-indias-first-snow-leopard-conservation-centre
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Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is incorrect: Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) is an 

autonomous statutory body established under the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006.  

● The Ministry of Health & Family Welfare is the administrative Ministry of FSSAI.  

● FSSAI is responsible for protecting and promoting public health through the regulation and 

supervision of food safety. 

● Statement 2 is correct: To improve public health in India and combat negative nutritional trends 

to fight lifestyle diseases, FSSAI launched 'The Eat Right Movement’ on 10th July, 2018. 

● On the demand side, the Eat Right Movement focuses on empowering citizens to make the right 

food choices. 

● On the supply side, it nudges food businesses to reformulate their products, provide better 

nutritional information to consumers and make investments in healthy food as responsible food 

businesses. 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1644130 

 

35. With reference to the Comptroller and Auditor-General of India (CAG), consider the 

following statements. 

1. CAG is appointed by the President by warrant under his hand and seal.  

2. CAG shall only be removed from office in like manner and on the like grounds as a Judge of the 

Supreme Court. 

3. CAG is not eligible for further office either under the Government of India or under the 

Government of any State after he has ceased to hold his office. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 1 and 3 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: D 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1644130
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Explanation: 

● Statements 1 & 2 are correct: According to Article 148 (1): There shall be a Comptroller and 

Auditor-General of India who shall be appointed by the President by warrant under his hand and 

seal and shall only be removed from office in like manner and on the like grounds as a Judge of 

the Supreme Court. 

● Statement 3 is correct: The Comptroller and Auditor-General shall not be eligible for further 

office either under the Government Of India or under the Government of any State after he has 

ceased to hold his office. 

● The reports of the CAG are submitted to the President in case of the Union and to the Governor 

in case of the State who in turn cause them to be tabled before the House.  

● Once tabled in the House, the Reports stand permanently referred to the Central and State Standing 

Committees on Public Accounts (PAC)/Committees on Public Undertakings (COPU). 

http://newsonair.com/News?title=G-C-Murmu-takes-oath-as-Comptroller-and-Auditor-General-

of-India&id=396789 

http://newsonair.com/News?title=G-C-Murmu-takes-oath-as-Comptroller-and-Auditor-General-of-India&id=396789
http://newsonair.com/News?title=G-C-Murmu-takes-oath-as-Comptroller-and-Auditor-General-of-India&id=396789

