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MCQ 01.07.2020 TO 04.07.2020 

1. The term “one country, two systems” is sometimes mentioned in the news in the context of 

the affairs of  

A. China  

B. India  

C. Iraq  

D. Nepal  

Answer: A  

Explanation:  

● Hong Kong, a former British colony, was returned to the People's Republic of China in 1997 

under a policy known as “one country, two systems,” which promised the territory a high degree 

of autonomy.  

● As a Special Administrative Region (SAR), Hong Kong allows freedoms not enjoyed in 

mainland China, including freedom to protest and an independent judiciary.  

● But that autonomy, guaranteed under a mini-constitution known as the Basic Law, expires in 

2047. The joint signed declaration does not state what will happen in 2047 after that agreement 

officially ends.  

● Last month, China passed a controversial national security law in Hong Kong in its parliament 

to tighten China’s control over the former British colony.  

● Many sections in Hong Kong are protesting against the law who fear that it could be the biggest 

blow to the territory’s autonomy and personal freedoms since 1997 when it came under Chinese 

rule.  

● China has also sought the support and understanding of India and other countries for its new 

national security law, saying the new legislation is aimed at containing the secessionist forces in 

Hong Kong.  
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https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/china-lawmakers-review-draft-of-hong-kong-

national-security-bill/article31938726.ece 

 

2. The main objective of the PM SVANidhi Scheme is  

A. Initiative to create an ecosystem for availing home delivery of 40 essential public services.  

B. Providing affordable loans to street vendors.  

C. Providing health insurance to COVID-19 frontline workers.  

D. Implementing Direct Benefit Transfer for procurement of food grains by the Food Corporation 

of India.  

Answer: B  

Explanation:  

● The Central government launched the Pradhan Mantri Street Vendor’s Atmanirbhar Nidhi (PM 

SVANidhi) Scheme on 1 June 2020 for providing affordable loans to street vendors.  

● The vendors can avail a working capital loan of up to Rs. 10,000, which is repayable in monthly 

instalments within a year. The loans would be without collateral.  

● The main objective of the scheme is to ensure that daily wage earners like vegetable sellers, fruit 

sellers, earn their livelihood. This short term assistance of Rs. 10,000 will enable small street 

vendors to restart their work which is badly hit due to Coronavirus (COVID-19) lock-down.  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/portal-for-street-vendors-loan-scheme-

launched/article31947670.ece 

 

3. With reference to the Environment Ministry’s new rules to regulate the import and export 

of exotic wildlife species, consider the following statements.  

1. Exotic live species will mean animals named under Appendices I of the Convention on 

International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) of Wild Fauna and Flora only.  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/china-lawmakers-review-draft-of-hong-kong-national-security-bill/article31938726.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/china-lawmakers-review-draft-of-hong-kong-national-security-bill/article31938726.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/portal-for-street-vendors-loan-scheme-launched/article31947670.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/portal-for-street-vendors-loan-scheme-launched/article31947670.ece
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2. Under the new rules, owners and possessors of such animals and birds must register their stock 

with the Chief Wildlife Warden of their States.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B  

Explanation:  

● The Environment Ministry’s wildlife division has introduced new rules to regulate the import 

and export of ‘exotic wildlife species’.  

● Currently, it is the Directorate-General of Foreign Trade, Ministry of Commerce, that oversees 

such trade.  

● Statement 2 is correct: Under the new rules, owners and possessors of such animals and birds 

must also register their stock with the Chief Wildlife Warden of their States.  

● Officials of the Wildlife Department will also prepare an inventory of such species and have the 

right to inspect the facilities of such traders to check if these plants and animals are being housed 

in salubrious conditions.  

● Additionally, stockists will have six months to declare their stock.  

● Statement 1 is incorrect: The advisory, issued earlier this month, also says ‘exotic live species’ 

will mean animals named under Appendices I, II and III of the Convention on International Trade 

in Endangered Species (CITES) of Wild Fauna and Flora.  

● It will not include species from the Schedules of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972. 
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About CITES  

● CITES is an international agreement aimed at ensuring that international trade in specimens of 

wild animals and plants does not threaten their survival.  

● It is also referred to as the Washington Convention.  

● It is legally binding on the Parties, but it does not take the place of national laws of parties. States 

have to adopt their own domestic legislation to implement its goals.  

● It is administered through the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Geneva, 

Switzerland.  

● The species covered by CITES are listed in three Appendices, according to the degree of 

protection they need. 

Appendix I:  

● Most endangered plants and animals.  

● Examples include gorillas, giant pandas etc.,.  

● They are threatened with extinction and CITES prohibits international trade in specimens of 

these species except when the purpose of the import is not commercial, for instance for scientific 

research. 

Appendix II:  

● Not necessarily now threatened with extinction but that may become so unless trade is closely 

controlled.  

● Most CITES species are listed in this Appendix.  

● It also includes "look-alike species", i.e. species whose specimens in trade look like those of 

species listed for conservation reasons.  

● International trade in specimens of Appendix-II species may be authorized by the granting of an 

export permit or re-export certificate.  
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Appendix III  

● List of species that are included at the request of a party.  

● Trade is allowed with the presentation of documents. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/centre-unveils-new-rules-to-regulate-exotic-animal-

trade/article31940125.ece 

  

4. Which among the following are responsibilities of the National Statistical Office (NSO)?  

1. Releasing the Index of Industrial Production  

2. Conducting the National Population Register  

3. Conducting the Annual Survey of Industries  

4. Conducting the all-India Economic Censuses  

Select the correct answer using the codes given below  

A. 1, 2 and 3 only  

B. 1, 3 and 4 only  

C. 2, 3 and 4 only  

D. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Answer: B  

Explanation:  

● The National Statistical Office (NSO) is the Statistics Wing of the Ministry of Statistics and 

Programme Implementation.  

● In 2019, the central government merged the Central Statistical Organisation (CSO) and National 

Sample Survey Organisation (NSSO) into the National Statistical Organisation.  

● NSO is mandated with the following responsibilities:-  

o acts as the nodal agency for planned development of the statistical system in the country  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/centre-unveils-new-rules-to-regulate-exotic-animal-trade/article31940125.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/centre-unveils-new-rules-to-regulate-exotic-animal-trade/article31940125.ece
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o compiles and releases the Index of Industrial Production (IIP) every month and conducts the 

Annual Survey of Industries (ASI);  

o organizes and conducts periodic all-India Economic Censuses  

o prepares national accounts as well as publishes annual estimates of national product, government 

and private consumption expenditure, capital formation, savings, etc. as also the state level gross 

capital formation of supra-regional sectors and prepares comparable estimates of State Domestic 

Product (SDP) at current prices;  

● Monitoring the implementation of Members of Parliament Local Area Development Scheme 

(MPLADS) is the responsibility of Programme Implementation Wing of the Ministry of 

Statistics and Programme Implementation.  

● National Population Register (NPR) is conducted by the Office of the Registrar General under 

the Ministry of Home Affairs. 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1634923 

  

5. Consider the following pairs  

Terms Definition  

1. Recession fall in growth rate  

2. Slow down fall in GDP  

3. Deflation fall in the rate of inflation over a period of time  

4. Disinflation persistent fall in the general price level of goods and services 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?  

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 3 and 4 only  

C. 1, 2, 3 and 4  

D. None of the above 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1634923
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Answer: D  

Explanation:  

● Recession- Drop in the gross domestic product (GDP)  

● Slow down- Decline in the growth rate of the GDP  

● An economic recession signifies a shrinkage in the GDP for two or more consecutive quarters, 

while an economic slowdown is when the GDP continues to grow but in a slower rate than the 

previous period in question. A slowdown is a pointer towards recession and usually precedes one 

but does not necessarily lead to recession.  

● Recession means that the country is producing and earning less than what it did before. 

Consumers tend to spend less as people lose confidence in the growth of the economy. Less 

spending means that there's a decrease in demand, which, in turn, leads to a dip in production. 

Such events also lead to lay-offs and job loss and mark a spike in unemployment.  

● Slowdown, on the other hand, means that production and earnings of the economy is not growing 

at the same pace as before.  

● Deflation- It is a persistent fall in the general price level of goods and services  

● Disinflation- It is a fall in the rate of inflation over a period of time 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explainspeaking-why-in-a-crisis-we-need-to-look-at-

absolute-level-of-gdp-more-than-growth-rates-6480633/ 

  

6. Consider the following with respect to the National Food Security Act, 2013.  

1. The Act legally entitled the population to receive subsidized food grains under the Universal 

Public Distribution System.  

2. According to the Act, Pregnant women and lactating mothers will be entitled to meals and 

maternity benefits of not less than Rs 6000.  

3. It comes under the ambit of the Ministry of Agriculture and farmer’s welfare. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explainspeaking-why-in-a-crisis-we-need-to-look-at-absolute-level-of-gdp-more-than-growth-rates-6480633/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explainspeaking-why-in-a-crisis-we-need-to-look-at-absolute-level-of-gdp-more-than-growth-rates-6480633/
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 and 3 only  

B. 2 only  

C. 3 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: B  

Explanation:  

● The National Food Security Act, 2013 was notified on 10th September, 2013 with the objective 

to provide for food and nutritional security in human life cycle approach, by ensuring access to 

adequate quantity of quality food at affordable prices to people to live a life with dignity  

● Statement 1 is incorrect: The Act provides for coverage of upto 75% of the rural population 

and upto 50% of the urban population for receiving subsidized foodgrains under Targeted Public 

Distribution System (TPDS), thus covering about two-thirds of the population.  

● The eligible persons will be entitled to receive 5 Kgs of foodgrains per person per month at 

subsidised prices of Rs. 3/2/1 per Kg for rice/wheat/coarse grains. The existing Antyodaya 

Anna Yojana (AAY) households, which constitute the poorest of the poor will continue to receive 

35 Kgs of foodgrains per household per month.  

● Statement 2 is correct: The Act also has a special focus on the nutritional support to women 

and children. Pregnant women and lactating mothers will be entitled to meals and maternity 

benefits of not less than Rs 6000. It is however restricted to two children only.  

● Children upto 14 years of age will be entitled to nutritious meals as per the prescribed nutritional 

standards. In case of non-supply of entitled foodgrains or meals, the beneficiaries will receive food 

security allowance. The Act also contains provisions for setting up of grievance redressal 

mechanism at the District and State levels 
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● The eldest women of the household of age 18 years or above will be the head of the household 

for the purpose of issuing ration cards  

● Statement 3 is incorrect: It comes under the ambit of the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food 

and Public Distribution (not under the Ministry of Agriculture and farmer’s welfare). 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/grain-aplenty-and-the-crisis-of-

hunger/article31948530.ece 

  

7. Consider the following statements regarding the Swadesh Darshan scheme.  

1. It was launched by the Ministry of Culture.  

2. It aims to develop theme-based tourist circuits in the country on the principles of 

competitiveness and sustainability in an integrated manner. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: B 

Explanation:  

● Statement 1 is incorrect: Swadesh Darshan Scheme was launched by the Ministry of Tourism 

in 2014.  

● Objective: To develop theme-based tourist circuits in the country. These tourist circuits will be 

developed on the principles of high tourist value, competitiveness and sustainability in an 

integrated manner. Hence, statement 2 is correct.  

● It is a Central Sector Scheme and efforts are made to achieve convergence with other schemes 

of Central and State Governments and also to leverage the voluntary funding available for 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/grain-aplenty-and-the-crisis-of-hunger/article31948530.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/grain-aplenty-and-the-crisis-of-hunger/article31948530.ece
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Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) initiatives of Central Public Sector Undertakings and 

Corporate Sector.  

The scheme has following objectives:  

▪ Position tourism as a major engine of economic growth and job creation;  

▪ Develop circuits having tourist potential in a planned and prioritized manner;  

▪ Promote cultural and heritage value of the country to generate livelihoods in the identified 

regions;  

▪ Follow community based development and pro-poor tourism approach;  

▪ Create employment through active involvement of local communities;  

▪ They are identified as tourist circuits under this scheme. Tourist Circuit is defined as a route 

having at least three major tourist destinations which are distinct and apart. Circuits should have 

well defined entry and exit points. A tourist who enters should get motivated to visit most of the 

places identified in the circuit.  

▪ A Circuit could be confined to a State or could be a regional circuit covering more than one 

State/Union Territory. These circuits may have one dominant theme and other sub-themes.  

▪ Projects under the scheme shall be under the following identified themes; Eco-tourism, Wildlife, 

Buddhist, Desert, Spiritual, Ramayana, Krishna, Coastal, Northeast, Rural, Himalayan, 

Tribal and Heritage. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/guru-spiritual-circuit-to-be-

revived/article31948751.ece 

 

8. The e-Sanchit portal was introduced with the main objective of  

A. Improving coordination between the power, coal and railway ministries to ensure coal supplies 

to power plants.  

B. Creating a network for nurturing social entrepreneurship.  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/guru-spiritual-circuit-to-be-revived/article31948751.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/guru-spiritual-circuit-to-be-revived/article31948751.ece
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C. Creating an integrated platform for offering online courses and covering school to Postgraduate 

Level.  

D. Facilitating trading across Borders.  

Answer: D  

Explanation:  

● To better facilitate cross-border trade, the Central Board of Excise & Customs (CBEC) 

introduced e-SANCHIT, which is an online platform for paperless processing, uploading of 

documents, in October 2017.  

● This is a single-window for Indian Customs clearance that allows importers and exporters to 

upload their clearance documents.  

● The new interface is proposed to reduce the dependency with the government authorities, thereby 

reducing time and cost of operating business in India for exporters and importers.  

● Option A is related to PRAKASH portal.  

● Option B is related to UDYAM SAKHI portal.  

● Option C is related to SWAYAM Portal.  

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/making-trade-more-digitised/article31956538.ece 

  

9. With reference to the Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA), consider the following 

statements:  

1. The PCA is not a court in the traditional sense but provides services of an arbitral tribunal to 

resolve disputes that arise out of international agreements between member states, international 

organizations or private parties.  

2. India is a party to the PCA. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/making-trade-more-digitised/article31956538.ece
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B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: C  

Explanation:  

● The Permanent Court of Arbitration was established by the Convention for the Pacific 

Settlement of International Disputes, concluded at The Hague in 1899 during the first Hague 

Peace Conference.  

● The 1899 Convention was revised at the second Hague Peace Conference in 1907.  

● Statement 1 is correct: The PCA is not a court in the traditional sense but provides services of 

an arbitral tribunal to resolve disputes that arise out of international agreements between member 

states, international organizations or private parties.  

● The cases span a range of legal issues involving territorial and maritime boundaries, sovereignty, 

human rights, international investment, and international and regional trade.  

● The PCA has no sitting judges: the parties themselves select the arbitrators.  

● The PCA is an official United Nations Observer. It is headquartered in The Hague, Netherlands.  

Members  

● The PCA has 122 Contracting Parties which have acceded to one or both of the PCA's founding 

conventions (1899 and 1907 Conventions).  

● Statement 2 is correct: India is a party to the PCA according to the convention of 1899.  

 

10. Consider the following industries  

1. Petroleum & Refinery production  

2. Fertilizers production  

3. Steel production  
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4. Natural Gas production  

Arrange them in decreasing order of their weightage in the Index of Eight Core Industries 

(ICI)?  

A. 1-2-4-3  

B. 1-3-4-2  

C. 4-3-1-2  

D. 2-4-1-2  

Answer: B  

Explanation:  

● The monthly Index of Eight Core Industries (ICI) is a production volume index.  

● The objective of the ICI is to provide an advance indication on production performance of 

industries of ‘core’ nature before the release of Index of Industrial Production (IIP) by the Central 

Statistics Office.  

● These industries are likely to impact on general economic activities as well as industrial 

activities.  

● The Eight Core Industries- Electricity, steel, refinery products, crude oil, coal, cement, 

natural gas and fertilizers- comprise 40.27 per cent of the weight of items included in the IIP.  

● Industry Weight (In percentage)  

○ Petroleum & Refinery production - 28.04  

○ Electricity generation - 19.85  

○ Steel production - 17.92  

○ Coal production - 10.33  

○ Crude Oil production - 8.98  

○ Natural Gas production - 6.88  

○ Cement production - 5.37  
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○ Fertilizers production - 2.63  

● ICI is released by the Office of Economic Advisor, under the Ministry of Commerce and 

Industries. The base year of the ICI is 2011-12.  

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1635355 

 

11. The main objective of the Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana is  

A. Sustainable and responsible development of the fisheries sector.  

B. Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) scheme for nutritional support to tuberculosis patients.  

C. Providing unemployment allowance to workers rendered jobless due to the changing 

employment pattern.  

D. Providing insurance coverage and financial support to the farmers in the event of failure of any 

of the notified crops as a result of natural calamities, pests & diseases.  

Answer: A  

Explanation:  

● In May 2020, the central government launched the Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana 

(PMMSY) – A scheme to bring about Blue Revolution through sustainable and responsible 

development of fisheries sector in India at a total estimated investment of Rs. 20,050 crore.  

● The PMMSY will be implemented as an umbrella scheme with two separate Components namely 

(a) Central Sector Scheme (CS) and (b) Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS).  

● The Scheme will be implemented during a period of 5 years from FY 2020-21 to FY 2024-25.  

Benefits:  

● Address the critical gaps in the fisheries sector and realize its potential.  

● Augmenting fish production and productivity at a sustained average annual growth rate of about 

9% to achieve a target of 22 million metric tons by 2024-25 through sustainable and responsible 

fishing practices.  

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1635355


OFFICERS IAS ACADEMY 

IAS ACADEMY RUN BY FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS 

15 

Plot No: 935,6th Avenue, Anna Nagar, Chennai-40 

Ph: 044-40483555,9677120226,9677174226 

Web: www.officersiasacademy.com 
 

 

 

● Improving availability of certified quality fish seed and feed, traceability in fish and including 

effective aquatic health management.  

● Creation of critical infrastructure including modernisation and strengthening of value chain.  

● Creation of direct gainful employment opportunities to about 15 lakh fishers, fish farmers, fish 

workers, fish vendors and other rural/urban populations in fishing and allied activities and about 

thrice this number as indirect employment opportunities including enhancement of their incomes.  

● Boost to investments in the fisheries sector and increase of competitiveness of fish and fisheries 

products.  

● Doubling of fishers, fish farmers and fish workers incomes by 2024  

● Social, physical and economic security for fishers and fish workers.  

● Option B is related to Nikshay Poshan Yojana.  

● Option C is related to Atal Bimit Vyakti Kalyan Yojana.  

● Option D is related to Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana.  

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx?PRID=1635365 

 

12. Which among the following is/are components of India’s external debt?  

1. Commercial Borrowings  

2. Sovereign Borrowings  

3. Non-Resident Ordinary Rupee (NRO) Accounts Deposits  

4. Trade credits  

5. Foreign Direct Investments  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 1, 2, 4 and 5 only  

C. 1, 2, 3 and 4 only  

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx?PRID=1635365
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D. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5  

Answer: C  

Explanation:  

● India’s external debt includes Commercial Borrowings, Sovereign Borrowings, Non-Resident 

Ordinary Rupee (NRO) Accounts Deposits, Trade credits.  

● Foreign Direct Investments are not included in external debt account. 

https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/external-debt-touches-5585-bn-in-

march/article31958205.ece 

  

13. Consider the following statements about Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment Act, 

2019.  

1. It empowers both the central and state government to designate an individual a terrorist if they 

are found committing an act of terror.  

2. It requires any investigating officer to take prior permission of the Director General of Police of 

a state for conducting raids. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: D  

Explanation  

● The Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment Act, 2019 was passed by the Parliament in 

August 2019. It amends the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967.  

https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/external-debt-touches-5585-bn-in-march/article31958205.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/external-debt-touches-5585-bn-in-march/article31958205.ece
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● Statement 1 is incorrect: The act empowers the central government (state government does 

not have such powers) to designate an individual a “terrorist” if they are found committing, 

preparing for, promoting, or involved in an act of terror. Earlier, the Central Government was 

having powers only to designate organisations as terrorist organisations.  

● Statement 2 is incorrect: The UAPA law of 1967 requires an investigating officer to take prior 

permission of the Director General of Police of a state for conducting raids, and seizing properties 

that are suspected to be linked to terrorist activities.  

● The amendment act of 2019 however, removes this requirement if the investigation is 

conducted by an officer of the National Investigation Agency (NIA). The investigating officer, 

under the 2019 act, only requires sanction from the Director General of NIA.  

➢ Central agencies such as the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) are required to obtain 

prior permission from the state government since law and order is a state subject under the 

Constitution.  

● The UAPA law of 1967 specifies that only officers of the rank of Deputy Superintendent or 

Assistant Commissioner of Police of the NIA shall have the power to investigate offences under 

the UAPA law. The amendment act seeks to allow NIA officers of Inspector rank to carry out 

investigations. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-designates-nine-individuals-linked-to-khalistani-

groups-as-terrorists/article31964834.ece 

  

14. Consider the following statements about the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971.  

1. The law allows a woman to undergo an abortion only under certain conditions such serious 

abnormality of the fetus, mental or physical harm to the woman, etc.  

2. It capped the upper gestation limit for abortion at 24 weeks.  

 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-designates-nine-individuals-linked-to-khalistani-groups-as-terrorists/article31964834.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-designates-nine-individuals-linked-to-khalistani-groups-as-terrorists/article31964834.ece
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A  

Explanation:  

● Statement 1 is correct: The Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971 allows a woman to 

undergo an abortion only under certain conditions. A woman can seek abortion if the doctor 

confirms that the fetus in the womb has serious abnormality or if the continuation of pregnancy 

could cause mental or physical harm to the woman.  

● Statement 2 is incorrect: The law allows a woman to undergo abortion only till 20 weeks, 

beyond which abortion is prohibited. 

Issues with the current law  

● Legal and medical experts feel that a revision of the legal limit for abortion is long overdue.  

● Foetal abnormalities show up only by 18 weeks, so just a two-week window after that is too 

small for the would-be parents to take the difficult call on whether to keep their baby and for the 

medical practitioner to exhaust all possible options before advising the patient to take the extreme 

step.  

● Since lack of legal approval does not prevent abortions from being carried out beyond 20 weeks, 

women are put under risk since the abortions then are often conducted in unhygienic conditions 

by untrained, unqualified persons. It is estimated that about 8% of maternal deaths happen due to 

unsafe abortions.  
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● Recently, the Union Cabinet approved the MTP (Amendment) Bill, 2020, which allows abortion 

up to 24 weeks of gestational age for vulnerable categories of women and there is no limit of 

gestational age in case of pregnancies with substantial foetal abnormalities, diagnosed by a medical 

board.  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/mumbai/bombay-hc-allows-minor-rape-victim-to-

terminate-pregnancy/article31965296.ece/amp/ 

  

15. The World Investment Report is released by  

A. International Monetary Fund  

B. World Economic Forum  

C. United Nations Conference on Trade and Development  

D. World Trade Organization 

Answer: C  

Explanation:  

● The World Investment Report has been published annually since 1991 by the United Nations 

Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD).  

● The Report focuses on trends in foreign direct investment (FDI) worldwide, at the regional and 

country levels and emerging measures to improve its contribution to development. 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/reforming-indias-digital-policy/article31966403.ece 

  

16. Which among the following are examples of Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs)?  

1. Housing Finance Companies  

2. Nidhi Companies 

3. Chit Funds  

4. Stock Exchanges  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/mumbai/bombay-hc-allows-minor-rape-victim-to-terminate-pregnancy/article31965296.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/mumbai/bombay-hc-allows-minor-rape-victim-to-terminate-pregnancy/article31965296.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/reforming-indias-digital-policy/article31966403.ece
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Select the correct answer using the code given below.  

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 2 and 3 only  

C. 1, 2 and 3 only  

D. 1, 2, 3 and 4  

Answer: D  

Explanation:  

● Housing Finance Companies, Merchant Banking Companies, Stock Exchanges, Companies 

engaged in the business of stock-broking/sub-broking, Venture Capital Fund Companies, Nidhi 

Companies, Insurance companies and Chit Fund Companies are examples of NBFCs. 

http://www.newsonair.com/News?title=Govt-launches-Special-Liquidity-Scheme-of-30-

thousand-crore-rupees-to-improve-liquidity-for-NBFCs-and-HFCs&id=392751 

  

17. Consider the following statements about convalescent plasma therapy.  

1. This includes transfusing neutralising antibodies extracted via plasma from recovered patients 

to others with infection that can help their immune system to fight it off.  

2. For the first time, it is being recommended to treat COVID-19. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A  

Explanation:  

What is convalescent plasma?  

http://www.newsonair.com/News?title=Govt-launches-Special-Liquidity-Scheme-of-30-thousand-crore-rupees-to-improve-liquidity-for-NBFCs-and-HFCs&id=392751
http://www.newsonair.com/News?title=Govt-launches-Special-Liquidity-Scheme-of-30-thousand-crore-rupees-to-improve-liquidity-for-NBFCs-and-HFCs&id=392751


OFFICERS IAS ACADEMY 

IAS ACADEMY RUN BY FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS 

21 

Plot No: 935,6th Avenue, Anna Nagar, Chennai-40 

Ph: 044-40483555,9677120226,9677174226 

Web: www.officersiasacademy.com 
 

 

 

● People who have recovered from COVID-19 have antibodies to the disease in their blood. 

Doctors call this convalescent plasma.  

● Researchers hope that convalescent plasma can be given to people with severe COVID-19 to 

boost their ability to fight the virus.  

● Everyone who has suffered from a disease possibly carries what are called neutralising 

antibodies that when extracted via plasma and transfused on to others with the infection can help 

their immune system fight it off. Statement 1 is correct.  

Earlier trials  

● This is not the first time that plasma from recovered patients has been used to treat people 

infected with certain viruses for which drugs are not available. Hence statement 2 is incorrect.  

● When Ebola struck Guinea, Sierra Leone, and Liberia in 2014, the World Health Organization 

prioritised the evaluation of treatment with convalescent plasma derived from patients who have 

recovered from the disease.  

● Treatment with convalescent plasma is a classical, time-tested method. It has been used against 

measles, chickenpox, and rabies.  

https://www.financialexpress.com/lifestyle/health/convalescent-plasma-for-covid-19-patients-

not-responding-to-steroids-cdsco/2011043/ 

  

18. With reference to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), consider 

the following statements:  

1. The Convention was formed to ensure freedom of shipping navigation at the sea.  

2. It defines an Exclusive Economic Zone as extending 250 nautical miles from shore, within 

which the coastal state has the right to explore and exploit, and the responsibility to conserve and 

manage, both living and non-living resources.  

3. India is party to UNCLOS.  

https://www.financialexpress.com/lifestyle/health/convalescent-plasma-for-covid-19-patients-not-responding-to-steroids-cdsco/2011043/
https://www.financialexpress.com/lifestyle/health/convalescent-plasma-for-covid-19-patients-not-responding-to-steroids-cdsco/2011043/
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 1 and 3 only  

C. 2 and 3 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3  

Answer: B  

Explanation:  

● Statement 1 is correct: The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), also 

known as the Law of the Sea Treaty, is an international treaty which was adopted and signed in 

1982. The Convention was formed to ensure freedom of shipping navigation at the sea.  

● The Convention has created three new institutions on the international scene :  

o the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea,  

o the International Seabed Authority,  

o the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf.  

● Statement 3 is correct: India is party to UNCLOS.  

● UNCLOS classifies marine areas into five zones. They are:  

o Territorial sea  

o Contiguous zone  

o Exclusive economic zone  

o Continental shelf  

o High Sea  
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Territorial sea  

● According to UNCLOS, the territorial sea can be defined as the area which extends up to 12 

nautical miles from the baseline of a country’s coastal state. The territorial sea is under the 

jurisdiction of that particular country; however, foreign ships (both merchant and military) ships 

are allowed passage through it.  

● This type of passage of territorial passage of foreign ships is known as an innocent passage. 

However, the right to the innocent passage can be suspended if there is a threat to the security of 

the coastal state. 

Contiguous Zone  

● The contiguous zone can be defined as the belt which extends 12 nautical miles beyond the 

territorial sea limit.  



OFFICERS IAS ACADEMY 

IAS ACADEMY RUN BY FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS 

24 

Plot No: 935,6th Avenue, Anna Nagar, Chennai-40 

Ph: 044-40483555,9677120226,9677174226 

Web: www.officersiasacademy.com 
 

 

 

● A coastal state’s control on this area is limited to prevention of actions which can infringe its 

customs, fiscal, and immigration laws. It can also act if any activity in the contiguous zone 

threatens regulations in the territorial sea. 

Exclusive economic zone  

● Statement 2 is incorrect: It defines an Exclusive Economic Zone as extending 250 nautical 

miles from shore, within which the coastal state has the right to explore and exploit, and the 

responsibility to conserve and manage, both living and non-living resources. 

Continental Shelf  

● The continental shelf can be defined as the area whose outer limit shall not exceed 350 nautical 

miles from the baseline or shall not exceed 100 nautical miles from the 2500 meters isobath.  

● Isobath is a line connecting points of equal underwater depth.  

● The coastal state has exclusive rights for exploring and exploiting its natural resources in this 

area. The state also has the exclusive rights to authorize and regulate drilling on the shelf for all 

purposes. 

High Seas  

● High seas can be defined as the part of the sea that is not included in the exclusive economic 

zone, in the territorial sea, or in the internal waters of a coastal state or archipelagic waters of an 

archipelagic state.  

● High seas are open to all states for freedom of navigation, freedom of overflight, freedom to 

construct artificial islands installation, freedom of fishing, and freedom of scientific research. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/italian-marines-case-india-loses-

jurisdiction/article31973247.ece 

 

  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/italian-marines-case-india-loses-jurisdiction/article31973247.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/italian-marines-case-india-loses-jurisdiction/article31973247.ece
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19. Consider the following statements about the United Nations Convention Against Torture and 

Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (UNCAT).  

1. UNCAT allows for no circumstances or emergencies where torture could be permitted.  

2. India has ratified the convention. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: A  

Explanation:  

● The United Nations Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading 

Treatment or Punishment (UNCAT) seeks to ensure that countries put in place various institutional 

mechanisms to prevent the use of torture.  

● Statement 1 is correct: UNCAT requires signatory parties to take measures to end torture within 

their territorial jurisdiction and to criminalize all acts of torture. UNCAT generally defines torture 

as the infliction of severe physical and/or mental suffering committed under the color of law. 

UNCAT allows for no circumstances or emergencies where torture could be permitted.  

● CAT was adopted in 1984 and entered into force in 1987.  

● The convention Each country that is party to the convention is required to carry out certain steps 

such as (i) legislative, administrative, judicial or other measures to prevent torture, and (ii) ensure 

that torture is a criminal offence, among others.  

● Statement 2 is incorrect: Though India had signed the U.N. Convention Against Torture in 

1997, it is yet to ratify it. 
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https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/indias-torture-culture-needs-to-end-

now/article31973431.ece 

  

20. Consider the following statements about the National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority 

(NPPA).  

1. It functions as an attached office of the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.  

2. NPPA has been entrusted with the task of enforcing the provisions of the Drugs (Prices Control) 

Order.  

3. NPPA can also fix the price for non-scheduled drugs. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 and 2 only  

B. 2 and 3 only  

C. 1 and 3 only  

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: B  

Explanation:  

● National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA), was established in 1997 as an independent 

body of experts as per the decision taken by the Cabinet committee in 1994 while reviewing Drug 

Policy as regulator for pricing of drugs.  

● Statement 1 is incorrect: It has been constituted as an attached office of the Department of 

Pharmaceuticals (DoP), Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers.  

● The Authority has been entrusted with the task of  

○ Fixation/revision of prices of pharmaceutical products (bulk drugs and formulations),  

○ Enforcement of provisions of the Drugs (Prices Control) Order. Hence, Statement 2 is correct.  

○ Monitoring of the prices of controlled and decontrolled drugs in the country.  

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/indias-torture-culture-needs-to-end-now/article31973431.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/indias-torture-culture-needs-to-end-now/article31973431.ece
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● The NPPA currently fixes prices of drugs placed in the National List of Essential Medicines 

(NLEM) under Schedule-I of the DPCO.  

● Non-scheduled drugs are allowed an increase of up to 10 per cent in prices every year, which is 

monitored by the NPPA.  

● Statement 3 is correct: NPPA can also fix the price for non-scheduled drugs by invoking 

extraordinary powers in public interest, under the Drugs (Prices Control) Order, 2013. 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1635899 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1635899

