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News @ a glance 
POLITY 

 

1) Right To Education 
About: 
 The 86th Constitution Amendment Act 

inserted Article 21A in our constitution. 
Article 21A states that every child 
between the ages of 6 to 14 years has the 
right to free and compulsory education. 
The Right to Education Act (RTE), 2009, 
seeks to give effect to this amendment. 

 The Act makes education a fundamental 
right of every child between the ages of 6 
and 14 and specifies minimum norms in 
elementary schools.  

 The RTE Act provides for the: 
1. Right of children to free and compulsory 

education till completion of elementary 
education in a neighbourhood school. 

2. It clarifies that ‘compulsory education’ 
means obligation of the appropriate 
government to provide free elementary 
education and ensure compulsory 
admission, attendance and completion of 
elementary education to every child in the 
six to fourteen age group. ‘Free’ means 
that no child shall be liable to pay any 
kind of fee or charges or expenses which 
may prevent him or her from pursuing 
and completing elementary education. 

3. It makes provisions for a non-admitted 
child to be admitted to an age appropriate 
class. 

4. It specifies the duties and responsibilities 
of appropriate Governments, local 
authority and parents in providing free 
and compulsory education, and sharing of 
financial and other responsibilities 
between the Central and State 
Governments. 

5. It lays down the norms and standards 
relating inter alia to Pupil Teacher 
Ratios (PTRs), buildings and 
infrastructure, school-working days, 
teacher-working hours. 

6. It also provides for prohibition of 
deployment of teachers for non-
educational work, other than decennial 
census, elections to local authority, state 
legislatures and parliament, and disaster 
relief. 

7. It provides for appointment of 
appropriately trained teachers, i.e. 
teachers with the requisite entry and 
academic qualifications. 

8. RTE Act mandates a minimum of 25% 
free seats for children belonging to 
weaker sections and disadvantaged 
groups (EWS) in private unaided schools 
at the entry level. 

9. To improve performances of children in 
schools, the Right to Education Act 
introduced the Continuous 
Comprehensive Evaluation (CCE) 
system in 2009 to ensure grade 
appropriate learning outcomes in schools. 

10. In pursuance of Section 6 of the Act, the 
Central RTE Rules has notified the area or 
limits of neighbourhood as one kilometre, 
within which a primary school and 3 
kilometre within which an upper primary 
school, has to be established.  

11. It prohibits (a) physical punishment and 
mental harassment; (b) screening 
procedures for admission of children; (c) 
capitation fee; (d) private tuition by 
teachers and (e) running of schools 
without recognition, 

12. The Act provides for development of 
curriculum in consonance with the values 
enshrined in the Constitution, and which 
would ensure the all-round development 
of the child, building on the child’s 
knowledge, potentiality and talent and 
making the child free of fear, trauma and 
anxiety through a system of child friendly 
and child centred learning. 

Why in News? 
 The Tamilnadu government has 

earmarked 372 crore rupees for 
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implementing the Right to Education 
scheme in the state.  

 

2) National Commission for 
Protection of Child Rights 

About NCPCR 
 The National Commission for Protection 

of Child Rights (NCPCR) is a statutory 
body established under the Commission 
for Protection of Child Rights Act, 2005. 

 The commission works under the aegis of 
the Ministry of Women and Child 
development. 

 NCPCR is mandated to function for the 
protection and promotion of child rights. 
It is also mandated to monitor the 
implementation of the Protection of 
Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) 
Act. 

 The Commission may inquire into 
complaints and take suo motu notice of 
matters relating to- 

o Deprivation and violation of child rights; 
o Non-implementation of laws providing for 

protection and development of children; 
o Non-compliance of policy decisions, 

guidelines or instructions aimed at 
mitigating hardships to and ensuring 
welfare of the children and to provide 
relief to such children; 

Why in News? 
 The Supreme Court has issued notice to 

the National Commission for Protection of 
Child Rights during the course of the suo 
moto case on conditions of children 
protection homes across the country in 
wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

For doubts and queries email us at: 
doubts@officerspulse.com 
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ENVIRONMENT  
 

1) Citizen poll throws up three 
contenders for national 
butterfly tag 

Why in the news? 
 A nationwide poll was organised by the 

National Butterfly Campaign 
Consortium for choosing NATIONAL 
BUTTERFLY status. 

 In the poll 3 butterflies have been short-
listed which are to be recommended to 
the Ministry of Environment, Forests and 
Climate Change (MoEFCC). The Ministry 
will finally choose the butterfly which will 
join the other national symbols such as 
Tiger, Peacock, etc. 

 The three butterflies which were 
shortlisted are :  

1. Krishna Peacock (Papilio krishna),  
2. Indian Jezebel (Delias eucharis),  
3. Orange Oakleaf (Kallima inachus) 
Indian Jezebel 

 
 They are also termed as soldiers of 

farmers, they eat parasites that infest fruit 
bearing plants. 

 They distract the predators with their 
vermillion colour wings. 

 They are widely distributed, the species 
can be spotted in gardens and other 
lightly wooded areas. 

Krishna Peacock 

 They are the flagship species of the 
Himalayas. 

 They possess a peculiarly large 
swallowtail, its iridescent green scales 
diffract light to coat itself in radiance. 

 A flagship species is a species selected to 
act as an ambassador, icon or symbol for a 
defined habitat, issue, campaign or 
environmental cause. 

 
Orange Oakleaf 

 
 It is commonly known as ‘dead leaf’ for its 

ability to camouflage as a dry autumn leaf 
while striking a stationary pose with its 
wings closed.  

 The camouflage enables the species to 
prevent it from birds in the moist forests 
of northern Western Ghats, central, 
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northern and northeastern parts of India 
where they are generally found.  

 It is also known to exhibit polyphenism 
(condition of having two or more discrete 
phenotypes) as it assumes specific colour 
and size during dry and wet seasons. 

2) Animal Discoveries & Plant 
Discoveries  

Botanical Survey of India 
 Botanical Survey of India (BSI), the apex 

taxonomic research organization of the 
country which is under the Ministry of 
Environment, Forest & Climate Change, 
Government of India. 

 It was established in 1890. 
 The organization’s mandate was to 

explore, collect, identify and document 
the rich plant resources of the erstwhile 
British India. 

 Presently, Botanical Survey of India is 
spread in 11 Regional Centers with 4 
units at Head Quarter, Kolkata, viz.  
Industrial Section Indian Museum (ISIM), 
Acharya Jagdish Chandra Bose Indian 
Botanic Garden (AJCBIBG), Howrah - the 
oldest garden (founded in 1787), Central 
Botanical Laboratory (CBL) and Central 
National Herbarium (CNH) and Botanic 
Garden of Indian Republic, Noida 
(founded in 2002).  

Zoological Survey of India 

 The Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) was 
established in 1916. 

 They have the primary responsibility of 
exploration, survey, inventorying and 
Monitoring of faunal diversity in various 
States, Ecosystems and Protected areas of 
India. 

Why in the News? 

 Zoological Survey of India and the 
Botanical Survey of India released Animal 
Discoveries 2019 and Plant Discoveries 
2019 respectively. 

 Since 2007 both the institutions are 
publishing the discovered species 
annually, 

 The Animal Discoveries 2019 provides 
details about 360 new species, four 
subspecies and four fossil species, as well 
as 116 species recorded for the first time 
from India. 

 Plant Discoveries 2019 lists 180 new 
plant species and 73 new records 
discovered from the country. 

 Indian faunal diversity stands at 1,02,161 
species, which is equivalent to 6.52% of 
all the species across the globe 

 The number of plant species found in 
India according to the BSI is 50,012, and 
accounts roughly for 12% of all flora 
species in the world. 

 Most discoveries have been made from 
Western Ghats with Kerala being the 
most productive state. 

For doubts and queries email us at 
doubts@officerspulse.com  
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ECONOMY 
 

1) Appointment of RBI Governor 
and Deputy Governors 

Central Board of Directors 
 The RBI's affairs are governed by a 

central board of directors.  
 Section 8(1)(a) of the Reserve Bank of 

India Act, 1934, provides that there shall 
be one Governor and not more than 
four Deputy Governors to be appointed 
by the central government on the central 
board of RBI. 

Appointments 
 The RBI governor is appointed by the 

Prime Minister’s office on the 
recommendation of the Union Finance 
Minister. 

 Deputy Governors are appointed on the 
basis of the Appointment Committee of 
Cabinet (ACC)-approved guidelines, 
which stipulate that the search committee 
constituted for the purpose will 
recommend the person to be appointed as 
a Deputy Governor. 

Appointment Committee of Cabinet 
 It is chaired by the Prime Minister. 
 It decides all higher-level appointments in 

the Central Secretariat, Public 
Enterprises, Banks and Financial 
Institutions. 

Why in News? 
 The Appointments Committee of the 

Cabinet has approved the appointment of 
M. Rajeshwar Rao to the post of Deputy 
Governor Reserve Bank of India. 

 The RBI needs four Deputy Governors: 
two from within the ranks, a 
commercial banker and an economist 
to head the monetary policy 
department. 

2) Electronics manufacturing 
schemes  

Background 
 In March 2020, to boost large-scale 

electronics manufacturing in India, the 
Union Cabinet approved three schemes 
with a total outlay of almost Rs 48,000 
crore. 

 The three schemes together will enable 
large-scale electronics manufacturing, a 

domestic supply chain ecosystem of 
components and a state-of-the-art 
infrastructure and common facilities for 
large anchor units and their supply chain 
partners. 

 The schemes are expected to attract new 
investments worth at least Rs 50,000 
crore in the sector, while generating more 
than five lakh direct and 15 lakh indirect 
jobs. 

News in Detail 
 The production-linked incentive 

scheme aims to attract large investments 
in mobile phone manufacturing and 
specified electronic components. The 
scheme will offer an incentive of 4-6% on 
incremental sales of goods manufactured 
in India and is expected to create a total of 
8 lakh jobs. 

 The ‘Scheme for Promotion of 
Manufacturing of Electronics 
Components and Semiconductors’ will 
give a financial incentive of 25% on 
capital expenditure for the identified list 
of electronic goods. 

 The third scheme, Electronics 
Manufacturing Clusters (EMC) 2.0, aims 
at creating quality infrastructure with a 
minimum area of 200 acres along with 
industry-specific facilities such as 
common facility centres, ready-built 
factory sheds/ plug-and-play facilities. 
The scheme is expected to create about 10 
lakh jobs. 

Why in News? 
 The Ministry of Electronics and IT said it 

had approved 16 proposals by electronics 
manufacturers, including Samsung, 
Foxconn, Lava and Micromax, entailing an 
investment of ₹11,000 crore under its 
Production Linked Incentive (PLI) 
Scheme. 

 The companies would bring additional 
investment in electronics manufacturing 
to the tune of ₹11,000 crore and generate 
more than two lakh direct employment 
opportunities in the next five years, along 
with the creation of additional indirect 
employment of almost three times the 
direct employment. 
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3) Foreign Exchange Reserve  
What is meant by "Foreign Exchange 

Reserve"? 
 Foreign Exchange Reserve indicates the 

reserves held by RBI in the form foreign 
currency assets, gold, SDR and reserve 
tranche. Components of foreign exchange 
reserve: 

 Foreign Currency Assets- Currencies of 
foreign countries are held in foreign 
exchange reserves. Apart from currency it 
also includes foreign currency deposits 
held by RBI with foreign central banks 
and the Bank for International 
Settlements (BIS).  

 Gold Stock of RBI- The RBI has gold 
stock as a backup to issue currency and to 
meet unexpected Balance of Payments 
(BOP) problems. (BOP problem occurs 
when a nation is unable to pay for essential 
imports or service its external debt 
repayments) 

 SDR Holdings- Special Drawing Rights 
(also called “paper gold”) is a reserve 
created by the IMF to help countries that 
have BOP problems. The member 
countries have to contribute to this 
account in proportion to their IMF quota. 
The SDR basket consists of five major 
currencies of the world - the US dollar, 
Euro, British Pound, Chinese Renminbi 
and Yen (Japan).  

 Reserve Tranche-The reserve tranche is 
a portion of the required quota of 
currency that each IMF member country 
must provide to the IMF. It can be 
accessed by the member country at any 
time for its own purposes without a 
service fee.  

Why in News? 
 India's foreign exchange reserves have 

recorded a rise of 3.618 billion dollars to 
touch a new high of 545.638  billion 
dollars in the week ended 2nd October.  

 Foreign currency assets, a major part of 
the overall reserves, increased by 3.104 
billion dollars to 503.046 billion dollars. 

 The gold reserves rose by 486 million 
dollars in the reporting week to reach 
36.486 billion dollars. The country’s 
special drawing rights with the 
International Monetary Fund rose 

marginally by 4 million dollars to 1.476 
billion dollars, while reserve position with 
the IMF also went up by 23 million dollars 
to 4.631 billion dollars. 

 

4) Poverty and Shared Prosperity 
Report 

About the Report 
 It is a biennial report released by the 

World Bank.  
 It provides a global audience with the 

latest and most accurate estimates on 
trends in global poverty and shared 
prosperity. 

Why in News? 
 The World Bank has released its Poverty 

and Shared Prosperity 2020 report.  
Highlights of the Report 
 Global extreme poverty is expected to rise 

for the first time in 20 years because of 
the disruption caused by COVID-19, 
exacerbating the impact of conflict and 
climate change, which were already 
slowing down poverty reduction. 

 The pandemic may push another 88 
million to 115 million into extreme 
poverty or having to live on less than 
$1.50 per day, resulting in a total of 150 
million such individuals. 

 The pandemic and global recession may 
cause over 1.4% of the world’s 
population to fall into extreme 
poverty. 

 Many of the newly poor individuals will 
be from countries that already have high 
poverty rates while many in middle 
income countries (MICs) will slip below 
the poverty line. 

 Sub-Saharan Africa, with 27-40 million 
new poor, and South Asia, with 49-57 
million new poor, will be badly hit as per 
the Bank’s projections. 

 In order to reverse this serious setback to 
development progress and poverty 
reduction, countries will need to prepare 
for a different economy post-COVID, by 
allowing capital, labour, skills, and 
innovation to move into new businesses 
and sectors.  

5) Labour Codes 
What is it? 
 The Parliament has passed three Bills that 

complete the government’s consolidation 
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of 29 labour laws into four codes. The 
three Bills are the Industrial Relations 
Code, 2020, the Occupational Safety, 
Health and Working Conditions Code, 
2020 and the Social Security Code, 2020. 

 The first of the four codes- Code on Wages 
Bill was passed in 2019. 

 It should be noted the labour falls under 
the concurrent list of the Constitution.  
Therefore, both Parliament and state 
legislatures can make laws regulating 
labour. 

Code on Wages 
 The Code replaces the following four 

laws:  
1. the Payment of Wages Act, 1936 
2. the Minimum Wages Act, 1948 
3. the Payment of Bonus Act, 1965 
4. the Equal Remuneration Act, 1976 
 Coverage: The Code will apply to all 

employees to enforce minimum wage 
among both formal and informal sector 
workers. 

 Floor wage: According to the Code, the 
central government will fix a floor 
wage, taking into account the living 
standards of workers. Further, it may set 
different floor wages for different 
geographical areas. 

 The minimum wages decided by the 
central or state governments must be 
higher than the floor wage. In case the 
existing minimum wages fixed by the 
central or state governments are higher 
than the floor wage, they cannot reduce 
the minimum wages. 

 Fixing the minimum wage: The Code 
prohibits employers from paying wages 
less than the minimum wages.  Minimum 
wages will be notified by the central or 
state governments.  The minimum wages 
will be revised and reviewed by the 
central or state governments at an 
interval of not more than five years.   

 Overtime: The central or state 
government may fix the number of hours 
that constitute a normal working day.  In 
case employees work in excess of a 
normal working day, they will be entitled 
to overtime wage, which must be at least 
twice the normal rate of wages.  

 Deductions: Under the Code, an 
employee’s wages may be deducted on 
certain grounds including: (i) fines, (ii) 

absence from duty, (iii) accommodation 
given by the employer, or (iv) recovery of 
advances given to the employee, among 
others.  These deductions should not 
exceed 50% of the employee’s total 
wage. 

 Gender discrimination: The Code 
prohibits gender discrimination in 
matters related to wages and recruitment 
of employees for the same work or work 
of similar nature.  Work of similar nature 
is defined as work for which the skill, 
effort, experience, and responsibility 
required are the same. 

 Advisory boards: The central and state 
governments will constitute advisory 
boards to advise the respective 
governments on various issues including: 
(i) fixation of minimum wages, and (ii) 
increasing employment opportunities for 
women. 

The Code on Social Security, 2020 
 It replaces nine laws related to social 

security, including the Employees’ 
Provident Fund Act, 1952, the Maternity 
Benefit Act, 1961, and the Unorganised 
Workers’ Social Security Act, 2008.  Social 
security refers to measures to ensure 
access to health care and provision of 
income security to workers.     

 Changes in definitions:  The Code 
changes the definitions of certain terms.   
These include: (i) expanding the 
definition of ‘employees’ to include 
workers employed through contractors, 
(ii) expanding the definition of “inter-
state migrant workers” to include self-
employed workers from another state, 
(iii) expanding the definition of “platform 
worker” to additional categories of 
services or activities as may be notified by 
the government, (iv) expanding the 
definition of audio-visual productions 
to include films, web-based serials, talk 
shows, reality shows and sports shows, 
and (v), exempting construction works 
from the ambit of “building or other 
construction work” if the total cost of 
construction work exceeds Rs 50 lakhs 
(and if they employ more than a certain 
notified number of workers). 

 Social security funds for unorganised 
workers, gig workers and platform 
workers: The central government will set 
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up a social security fund for unorganised 
workers, gig workers and platform 
workers. Further, state governments will 
also set up and administer separate social 
security funds for unorganised workers.  

 Gig workers refer to workers outside of 
the traditional employer-employee 
relationship (e.g., freelancers).  Platform 
workers are workers who access other 
organisations or individuals using online 
platforms and earn money by providing 
them with specific services.  Unorganised 
workers include home-based and self-
employed workers.   

 The Code makes provisions for 
registration of all three categories of 
workers - unorganised workers, gig 
workers and platform workers.   

 National Social Security for gig 
workers and platform workers:  The 
Code provides for the establishment of 
the National Social Security Board and 
various state-level boards for welfare of 
unorganised sector workers, gig workers 
and platform workers and can 
recommend and monitor schemes for 
them.    

 Term of eligibility for gratuity:  Gratuity 
is payable on the termination of 
employment, if the employee has been in 
the organisation for at least five years.  
The Code extends gratuity entitlement to 
fixed term employees as well. Such 
employees would be paid gratuity based 
on the term of their employment 
contracts on a pro-rata basis, even if the 
contract period is less than 5 years. 

The Occupational Safety, Health and 
Working Conditions Code, 2020 

 The Code seeks to regulate health and 
safety conditions of workers in 
establishments with  20 workers for 
premises where the manufacturing 
process is carried out using power, and 
40 workers for premises where it is 
carried out without using power. 

 Contract workers: The Code will apply to 
establishments or contractors employing 
50 or more workers (on any day in the 
last one year). 

 Establishments covered by the Code are 
required to register with registering 
officers, appointed by the central or state 
governments.  

 Welfare facilities, working conditions and 
work hours for different types of 
establishments and workers will be 
prescribed by the central or state 
governments through rules.  

 It subsumes and replaces 13 labour laws 
relating to safety, health and working 
conditions. These laws include: Factories 
Act, 1948; Mines Act, 1952; Dock Workers 
Act, 1986; Contract Labour Act, 1970; and 
Inter-State Migrant Workers Act, 1979. 

 The Code sets up occupational safety 
boards at the national and state level 
to advise the central and state 
governments on the standards, rules, and 
regulations to be framed under the Code.  

 The Code bars civil courts from hearing 
matters under the Code. Therefore, the 
only judicial recourse for a person 
aggrieved under the Code is to file a writ 
petition before the relevant High Court.   

 Daily work hour limit:  The Code fixes 
the maximum daily work hours for 
workers at eight hours per day. 

 Benefits for inter-state migrant 
workers:  The Code provides for certain 
benefits for inter-state migrant workers.  
These include: (i) option to avail the 
benefits of the public distribution system 
either in the native state or the state of 
employment, (ii) availability of benefits 
available under the building and other 
construction cess fund in the state of 
employment, and (iii) insurance and 
provident fund benefits available to other 
workers in the same establishment. 

 Database for inter-state migrant 
workers:  The Code requires the central 
and state governments to maintain or 
record the details of inter-state migrant 
workers in a portal.   

 Social Security Fund:  The Code provides 
for the establishment of a Social Security 
Fund for the welfare of unorganised 
workers.  The amount collected from 
certain penalties under the Code will be 
credited to the Fund.   

 The Code empowers the state 
government to exempt any new factory 
from the provisions of the Code in order 
to create more economic activity and 
employment. 

The Industrial Relations Code, 2020 
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 It seeks to replace three labour laws: (i) 
the Industrial Disputes Act, 1947, (ii) the 
Trade Unions Act, 1926, and (iii) the 
Industrial Employment (Standing Orders) 
Act, 1946.  

 It defines ‘workers’ to include, besides 
all persons employed in a skilled or 
unskilled, manual, technical, operational 
and clerical capacity, supervisory staff 
drawing up to ₹18,000 a month as salary.  

 It introduces ‘fixed term employment’, 
giving employers the flexibility to hire 
workers based on requirement through a 
written contract. Fixed term employees 
should be treated on a par with 
permanent workers in terms of hours of 
work, wages, allowances and other 
benefits, including statutory benefits such 
as gratuity. 

 Applicability of standing orders: All 
industrial establishments with 300 
workers or more must prepare standing 
orders on the matters listed in a Schedule 
to the Code.  These matters relate to: (i) 
classification of workers, (ii) manner of 
informing workers about work hours, 
holidays, paydays, and wage rates, (iii) 
termination of employment, and (iv) 
grievance redressal mechanisms for 
workers.      

 Closure, lay-off and retrenchment: An 
establishment having at least 300 
workers was required to seek prior 
permission of the government before 
closure, lay-off, or retrenchment.   

 Lay-off refers to an employer’s inability to 
continue giving employment to a worker in 
the face of adverse business conditions.  
Retrenchment refers to the termination of 
service of a worker for any reason other 
than disciplinary action.     

 Negotiating Union and Council: If there 
were more than one registered trade 
union of workers functioning in an 

establishment, the trade union having 
more than 51% of the workers as 
members would be recognised as the 
sole negotiating union.  

 In case no trade union is eligible as sole 
negotiating union, a negotiating council 
will be formed consisting of 
representatives of unions that have at 
least 20% of the workers as members.   

 Prior notice: The code has expanded to 
cover all industrial establishments for 
the required notice period and other 
conditions for a legal strike. It proposes 
that no person employed in an industrial 
establishment shall go on strike without a 
60-day notice and during the pendency 
of proceedings before a Tribunal or a 
National Industrial Tribunal and sixty 
days after the conclusion of such 
proceedings. The Industrial Disputes Act, 
1947, had placed such restrictions on 
announcing strikes only in respect of 
public utility services. However, the 
present Code extends it to all 
establishments. 

 Disputes relating to termination of 
individual workers: Any dispute in 
relation to discharge, dismissal, 
retrenchment, or otherwise termination 
of the services of an individual worker to 
be an industrial dispute.  The worker may 
apply to the Industrial Tribunal for 
adjudication of the dispute.   

 It confers on the ‘appropriate 
Government’, that is the Centre or the 
State governments, the power to exempt, 
with or without conditions, any industrial 
establishment or class of industrial 
establishments from all or any of the 
provisions of the Code, if it is satisfied that 
adequate provisions exist to fulfil its 
objectives. 

For doubts and queries email us at: 
doubts@officerspulse.com  
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
 

1) India, Japan finalise pact for 
cooperation in 5G, AI 

What’s in the news? 
 India and Japan have finalised an 

ambitious agreement that provides for 
cooperation in 5G technology, artificial 
intelligence and an array of other 
critical areas. 

 The agreement promotes cooperation in 
capacity building, research and 
development, security and resilience in 
the areas of Critical Information 
Infrastructure, 5G, Internet of Things 
(IoT), Artificial Intelligence (AI), among 
others. 

 The cooperation between India and Japan 
on 5G technology comes in the backdrop 
of growing reluctance by a significant 
number of countries globally to allow 
Chinese telecommunications giant 
Huawei to roll out 5G services in their 
territories. 

 The US has already banned Huawei over 
concerns of security, and it has been 
pressuring other countries to restrict the 
operations of the Chinese telecom major. 

 After a recent meeting between external 
affairs minister S Jaishankar and his 
Japanese counterpart Toshimitsu Motegi 
in Tokyo, it was also announced that 
Japan agreed to be the lead partner in the 
connectivity pillar of the Indo-Pacific 
Oceans' Initiative (IPOI). 

About IPOI 
 The Indo-Pacific Oceans’ Initiative (IPOI) 

was launched by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi in 2019 at the East Asia 
Summit held in Bangkok, Thailand.  

 The IPOI is aimed at making meaningful 
efforts to create a safe and secure 
maritime domain in the Indo-Pacific, a 
region where China has been expanding 
its military assertiveness triggering global 
concerns. 

 As an open global initiative, the IPOI 
draws on existing regional cooperation 
architecture and mechanisms to focus on 
seven central pillars conceived around 
Maritime Security; Maritime Ecology; 
Maritime Resources; Capacity Building 

and Resource Sharing; Disaster Risk 
Reduction and Management; Science, 
Technology and Academic Cooperation; 
and Trade Connectivity and Maritime 
Transport. 

2) World Food Programme  
About World Food Programme 
 The World Food Programme (WFP) is the 

food-assistance branch of the United 
Nations and the world's largest 
humanitarian organization addressing 
hunger and promoting food security.  

 Assisting almost 100 million people in 
around 83 countries each year, the WFP 
responds to emergencies making sure 
food reaches where it is needed, 
especially in times of civil strife and 
natural disasters.  

 The organisation has widened its 
operational remit and is now a leading 
provider of not just emergency food aid 
but also an agency engaged in supporting 
the nutritional requirements of 
communities through food assistance 
programmes. These vary from 
supporting school meals projects in 
different countries, including India, to the 
provision of cash and vouchers as a 
complement to in-kind food distributions. 

 WFP is funded entirely by voluntary 
donations, most of which comes from 
governments.  

 Established in 1961, WFP is 
headquartered in Rome, Italy. 

 It works closely with the other two Rome-
based UN agencies: the Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO), which 
helps countries draw up policy and 
change legislation to support sustainable 
agriculture, and the International Fund 
for Agricultural Development (IFAD), 
which finances projects in poor rural 
areas. 

Why in News? 
 The 2020 Nobel Peace Prize has been 

awarded to the United Nations World 
Food Programme. 

3) Kyrgyzstan  
About 
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 Kyrgyzstan is a landlocked country in 

Central Asia, bordering Kazakhstan, 
China, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. 

 Kyrgyzstan, often referred to as Central 
Asia’s only democracy, is strategically 
located between Central Asia and China 

and is separated from Afghanistan by 
Tajikistan.  

 For China, the country, located at the 
centre of Eurasia, is a vital link in its Belt 
and Road Initiative. 

 The Central Asian state became 
independent with the collapse of the 
Soviet Union in 1991. 

 It has some oil and gas and a developing 
gold mining sector, but relies on imports 
for most of its energy needs. 

 The Capital city is Bishkek. 
Why in News? 
 Street protests erupted in Kyrgyzstan 

recently following the latest 
parliamentary election. The opposition 
blamed the votes were rigged as 
protesters captured several government 
buildings in the capital Bishkek. 

For doubts and queries email us at: 
doubts@officerspulse.com 
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

1) Algorithm transparency 
RAISE 2020 
 Global Virtual Summit on Artificial 

Intelligence (AI), RAISE 2020- 
‘Responsible AI for Social Empowerment 
2020’ was recently organized by the 
Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology (MeitY) and 
NITI Aayog. 

 It is a first of its-kind, global meeting of 
minds on Artificial Intelligence to drive 
India’s vision for social transformation 
through responsible AI. 

 Key areas like Healthcare, Agriculture, 
Education and Smart Mobility amongst 
other sectors were discussed. 

 The event started with a Startup 
Challenge – Pitchfest followed by the 
two-day summit, organized by the 
Government of India along with the 
Ministry of Electronics and Information 
Technology witnessed robust 
participation from global industry 
leaders, key opinion makers, Government 
representatives and academia. 

Why in News? 
 PM Modi at RAISE 2020, a global AI 

summit, said that while there were very 
few things which were as empowering 
and easily accessible as AI, it was equally 
important that the technology be used 
responsibly. 

What the PM said: 
 Algorithm transparency and preventing 

its weaponization by non-state actors will 
be key factors in ensuring the trust for 
artificial intelligence (AI) increases among 
common people 

 While there were very few things which 
were as empowering and easily accessible 
as AI, it was equally important that the 
technology be used responsibly. 

 The Prime Minister stressed how the 
world's largest unique identity system - 
Aadhaar along with the world's most 
innovative digital payments system - UPI 
has enabled providing access to digital 
services, including financial services, like 
Direct Cash Transfers to the poor and 
marginalised. 

 During the pandemic, it has enabled in 
reaching out to people with help, at the 
earliest and in the most efficient manner. 

 The Prime Minister said India has 
recently adopted the National Education 
Policy 2020, which focuses on 
technology-based learning and skilling as 
a major part of education. He added E-
courses will also be developed in various 
regional languages and dialects. 

 This whole effort will benefit from 
Natural Language Processing (NLP) 
capabilities of AI platforms. He said under 
the ‘Responsible AI for Youth’ program 
launched in April 2020, more than 11,000 
students from schools completed the 
basic course. 

Additional Details 
What is AI? 
 Artificial intelligence (AI) refers to the 

simulation of human intelligence in 
machines that are programmed to 
think like humans and mimic their 
actions. The term may also be applied to 
any machine that exhibits traits 
associated with a human mind such as 
learning and problem-solving. 

What is Algorithm Transparency? 

 Algorithmic transparency is the 
principle that the factors that influence 
the decisions made by algorithms 
should be visible, or transparent, to the 
people who use, regulate, and are affected 
by systems that employ those algorithms. 

 But many of the algorithms that underlie 
our modern information ecosystem are 
not transparent and not neutral. They 
carry social values; some exhibit biases or 
systematically produce results that could 
lead to discrimination against certain 
people. Many users remain totally 
unaware that algorithms play a key role in 
their access to public information. 

India’s quest for AI 

 National Strategy on Artificial 
Intelligence by NITI Aayog. 

 NewGen Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship Development Centre 
(NewGen IEDC)-  seeks to promote 
knowledge-based and technology-driven 
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start-ups by harnessing young minds and 
their innovation potential in an academic 
environment. This scheme will be 
applicable in domains such as AI, 
computer vision, IoT, FinTech, 
nanotechnology and much more. 

 Atal Incubation Centres (AIC) are 
headed by Atal Innovation Mission and 
were launched to nurture startups in 
India so that they can become scalable 
and sustainable business enterprises. This 
scheme is applicable to domains like 
AR/VR, IoT, AI, computer vision, 
nanotechnology and much more. 

 Assistance to Professional Bodies & 
Seminars/Symposia provides support in 
organising events for the scientific 
community which will help in enhancing 
the latest developments in their specific 
areas such as AI, AR/VR, computer vision, 
IoT, green energy, non-renewable energy. 

 In an attempt to achieve the goal of 
becoming a $5 Tn economy, the Indian 
government’s think-tank NITI Aayog 
recently released an approach paper to 
set up India’s first AI-specific cloud 
computing infrastructure called 
‘AIRAWAT’ (AI Research, Analytics and 
Knowledge Assimilation platform). The 
platform aims to guide the research and 
development of new and emerging 
technologies. 

Where are our competitors? 

 China announced in 2017 its ambition to 
become the world leader in artificial 
intelligence (AI) by 2030. 

 China’s approach to AI development and 
implementation is fast-paced and 
pragmatic, oriented towards finding 
applications which can help solve real-
world problems. 

 Its strategy is essentially three pronged - 
first of all being in step with all of AI’s 
diverse applications by 2020. Second, is to 
make inroads into cutting edge 
breakthroughs by 2025 which, in turn, 
would pave the way of it being the world 
leader in AI by 2030. 

Where India stands? 

 Out of the 22,000 PhD educated 
researchers worldwide in Artificial 
Intelligence (AI), only 386 are in India. 

 Moreover, serious research work in India 
in the field of AI is limited to less than 50 
researchers with concentration mostly in 
institutes such as the IITs, IIITs and IISc. It 
is of critical importance that the 
government should increase financial 
allocation for sectors like AI to improve 
the research ecosystem in the country. 

 

2) Nobel Prize in Physiology or 
Medicine 

About Hepatitis 
 Hepatitis refers to an inflammatory 

condition of the liver. Usually caused by 
a viral infection, but there exists other 
possible causes of hepatitis which are 
autoimmune responses, medications, 
drugs, toxins, and alcohol. 

 There are 5 main hepatitis viruses, 
referred to as types A, B, C, D, and E. 

 The first, named hepatitis A, is 
transmitted by polluted water or food 
and generally has little long-term 
impact on the patient. The second type 
(B) is transmitted through blood and 
bodily fluids and represents a much 
more serious threat since it can lead to a 
chronic condition, with the development 
of cirrhosis and liver cancer. 

 This form of hepatitis is insidious, as 
otherwise healthy individuals can be 
silently infected for many years before 
serious complications arise. 

 Blood-borne hepatitis is associated 
with significant morbidity and 
mortality, and causes more than a million 
deaths per year world-wide, thus making 
it a global health concern on a scale 
comparable to HIV-infection and 
tuberculosis. 

 Globally, an estimated 71 million 
people have chronic hepatitis C virus 
infection. A significant number of those 
who are chronically infected will develop 
cirrhosis or liver cancer. 
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 India and Hepatitis 
 In India, as per latest estimates, 40 

million people are chronically infected 
with hepatitis B and six to 12 million 
people are chronically infected with 
hepatitis C. hepatitis E virus (HEV) is 
the most important cause of epidemic 
hepatitis, though hepatitis A virus 
(HAV) is more common among 
children. Most acute liver failures 
diagnosed are attributable to HEV. 

 In India, viral hepatitis is now recognized 
as a serious public health problem. It 
places a huge disease, social and 
economic burden on the affected 
individual, family, as well as the health 
system. 

 The National Viral Hepatitis Control 
Program has been launched by the 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 
on the occasion of World Hepatitis Day, 
28th July 2018. It is an integrated 
initiative for the prevention and control of 
viral hepatitis in India to achieve 
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 
3.3 which aims to end viral hepatitis by 
2030. This is a comprehensive plan 
covering the entire gamut from Hepatitis 
A, B, C, D & E, and the whole range from 
prevention, detection and treatment to 

mapping treatment outcomes. The 
program is the largest program for 
Hepatitis B and C diagnosis and treatment 
in the world. 

 Hepatitis B is included under India's 
Universal Immunization Programme 
(UIP) 

 Recently, India's first genetically 
engineered vaccine against hepatitis B 
[SHANVAC-B] developed by Hyderabad-
based Shantha Biotechnics, an Indo-Oman 
joint venture, has been marketed for the 
immunisation of infants, children and 
adults against hepatitis B infection. 

Why in News? 
 Americans Harvey J Alter and Charles M 

Rice and British scientist Michael 
Houghton were awarded the Nobel Prize 
for Medicine or Physiology for the 
discovery of the hepatitis C virus. 

About their discovery 
 The Hepatitis C virus was found in 1982 

after screening millions of DNA samples. 
 Hepatitis C is caused by the Hepatitis C 

Virus (HCV). 
 Hepatitis C is transmitted through direct 

contact with infected body fluids, 
typically through injection drug use 
and sexual contact. HCV is among the 
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most common blood-borne viral 
infections. 

 The trio’s work helped explain a major 
source of blood-borne hepatitis that 
couldn’t be explained by the hepatitis A 
and B viruses. 

 Their work makes possible blood tests 
and new medicines that have saved 
millions of lives. 

 Due to their discovery, highly sensitive 
blood tests for the virus are now available 
and these have essentially eliminated 
post-transfusion hepatitis in many parts 
of the world, greatly improving global 
health. 

 There is currently no effective vaccine 
against hepatitis C. 

 

3) Blackhole 
What’s in the News? 
 Three scientists have been selected for 

Physics Nobel for their discoveries 
about black holes. 

About the discovery 
 Briton Roger Penrose received half of 

this year’s prize for the discovery that 
black hole formation is a robust 
prediction of the general theory of 
relativity. Penrose proved with 
mathematics that the formation of black 
holes was possible, based heavily on 
Albert Einstein’s general theory of 
relativity. 

 German Reinhard Genzel and 
American Andrea Ghez received the 
second half of the prize for the discovery 
of a supermassive compact object at 
the center of our Milkyway galaxy, now 
known to be the Sagittarius A*. 

 Black holes are at the center of every 
galaxy, and smaller ones are dotted 
around the universe. Nothing, not even 
light, can escape their incredible gravity. 
They are the ultimate cosmic dead end. 

 Ghez is the fourth woman to be awarded 
the Nobel Prize for physics, after Marie 
Curie in 1903, Maria Goeppert-Mayer in 
1963, and Donna Strickland in 2018. 

Additional Details 
Singularity 
 Gravitational singularity, space-time 

singularity or simply singularity is a 
location in space-time where the 

gravitational field of a celestial body is 
predicted to become infinite by general 
relativity in a way that does not depend 
on the coordinate system. 

 A singularity is a term used to describe 
the center of a black hole where gravity 
is thought to approach infinity. In the 
center of each black hole is a singularity, a 
point where infinite density develops as 
space-time approaches it.  

 Space-time goes toward infinite curvature 
and matter is crushed to infinite density 
under the pull of infinite gravity. At a 
singularity, space and time cease to 
exist as we know them and current laws 
of physics cannot be applied to this region 

Event Horizon 
 The 'event horizon' is the boundary 

defining the region of space around a 
black hole from which nothing (not even 
light) can escape. In other words, the 
escape velocity for an object within the 
event horizon exceeds the speed of light. 

Einstein’s theory of relativity 

 The theory of relativity was developed 
by Albert Einstein in the early 1900s. 
There are two theories of relativity. The 
first is special relativity and the second is 
general relativity. Special relativity says 
that motion is always relative and that 
space and time exist in relation to each 
other. General relativity states that 
planets bend space and time the way a 
bowling ball bends a trampoline. 

 Albert Einstein never won a Nobel Prize 
for the theory of relativity. 

 

4) Flood Technology 
What’s in the News? 
 Recently, the Director of the Central 

Water Commission gave his views on 
flood forecasting technology. 

What should be the ideal practice? 

 In India during flood events, when the 
end users (district administration, 
municipalities and disaster management 
authorities) receive flood forecasts, they 
have to act quickly. These compelling 
scenarios are often experienced across 
most flood forecast river points. 

 Compare this with another form of flood 
forecast (known as the “Ensemble 
forecast”) that provides a lead time of 



18 
 

For free learning, visit www.officerspulse.com 
 

7-10 days ahead, with probabilities 
assigned to different scenarios of water 
levels and regions of inundation. An 
example of the probabilities ahead could 
be something like this: chances of the 
water level exceeding the danger level is 
80%, with likely inundation of a village 
nearby at 20%. 

 The “Ensemble flood forecast” helps 
local administrations with better 
decision-making and in being better 
prepared than in a deterministic flood 
forecast. 

 The United States, the European Union 
and Japan have already shifted towards 
“Ensemble flood forecasting” alongwith 
“Inundation modelling”. India has only 
recently shifted towards “Deterministic 
forecast” (i.e. “Rising” or “Falling” type 
forecast per model run). 

What happens before a flood warning is 
issued in India? 

 The India Meteorological Department 
(IMD) issues meteorological or 
weather forecasts while the Central 
Water Commission (CWC) issues flood 
forecasts at various river points. The 
end-user agencies are disaster 
management authorities and local 
administrations. 

 Therefore, the advancement of flood 
forecasting depends on how quickly 
rainfall is estimated and forecast by the 
IMD and how quickly the CWC integrates 
the rainfall forecast (also known as 
Quantitative Precipitation Forecast or 
QPF) with flood forecast. It also is linked 
to how fast the CWC disseminates this 
data to end user agencies. 

 Thus, the length of time from issuance of 
the forecast and occurrence of a flood 
event termed as “lead time” is the most 
crucial aspect of any flood forecast to 
enable risk-based decision-making and 
undertake cost-effective rescue missions 
by end user agencies. 

 IMD has about 35 advanced Doppler 
weather radars to help it with weather 
forecasting. Compared to point scale 
rainfall data from rain gauges, Doppler 
weather radars can measure the likely 
rainfall directly (known as Quantitative 
Precipitation Estimation) from the cloud 

reflectivity over a large area; thus the lead 
time can be extended by up to three days. 

 But the advantage of advanced technology 
becomes infructuous because most flood 
forecasts at several river points across 
India are based on outdated statistical 
methods that enable a lead time of less 
than 24 hours. 

 These statistical methods fail to capture 
the hydrological response of river basins 
between a base station and a forecast 
station. They cannot be coupled with QPF 
too. 

 Google AI has adopted the hydrological 
data and forecast models derived for 
diverse river basins across the world for 
training AI to issue flood alerts in India. 
This bypasses the data deficiencies and 
shortcomings of forecasts based on 
statistical methods. 

Shortcomings 
 A study by the NIT, Warangal, shows that 

it is only recently that India has moved to 
using rainfall-runoff models capable of 
being coupled with QPF. So, a lead time 
of three days is sporadic in India, and at 
select river points. 

 Just as the CWC’s technological gap limits 
the IMD’s technological advancement, the 
technological limitations of the IMD can 
also render any advanced infrastructure 
deployed by CWC infructuous. India will 
need at least an 80-100 S-band dense 
radar network to cover its entire 
territory for accurate QPF. Else, the 
limitations of altitude, range, band, 
density of radars and its extensive 
maintenance enlarge the forecast error in 
QPF which would ultimately reflect in the 
CWC’s flood forecast. 

 Therefore, outdated technologies and a 
lack of technological parity between 
multiple agencies and their poor water 
governance decrease crucial lead time. 
Forecasting errors increase and the 
burden of interpretation shifts to hapless 
end user agencies. The outcome is an 
increase in flood risk and disaster. 

Why even technology cannot be useful 
sometimes? 

 Any small change in the initial conditions 
of a weather model results in an output 
that is completely unexpected. Therefore, 
beyond a lead time of three days, a 
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deterministic forecast becomes less 
accurate- Butterfly Effect. 

 The developed world has shifted from 
deterministic forecasting towards 
ensemble weather models that measure 
uncertainty by causing perturbations in 
initial conditions, reflecting the different 
states of the chaotic atmosphere. 
Probabilities are then computed for 
different flood events, with a lead time 
beyond 10 days. 

Way Forward 
 Although, the IMD has begun testing and 

using ensemble models for weather 
forecast through its supercomputers 
(“Pratyush” and “Mihir”), the 
forecasting agency has still to catch up 
with advanced technology and achieve 
technological parity with the IMD in order 
to couple ensemble forecasts to its 
hydrological models. 

 It has to modernise not only the 
telemetry infrastructure but also raise 
technological compatibility with river 
basin-specific hydrological, hydrodynamic 
and inundation modelling. To meet that 
objective, it needs a technically capable 
workforce that is well versed with 
ensemble models and capable of 
coupling the same with flood forecast 
models. 

 It is only then that India can look forward 
to probabilistic-based flood forecasts with 
a lead time of more than seven to 10 days 
and which will place it on par with the 
developed world. 

 With integration between multiple 
flood forecasting agencies, end user 
agencies can receive probabilistic 
forecasts that will give them ample time 
to decide, react, prepare and undertake 
risk-based analysis and cost-effective 
rescue missions, reducing flood hazard 
across the length and breadth of India. 

 

5) Biological Arms Race 
Why in News: 
 A new study with researchers from the 

National Centre of Biological Sciences 
Bengaluru, has discovered a new step in 
this arms race between the virus called 
Synedrella Yellow Vein Clearing Virus 
and the plants it attacks. 

About the study conducted 
 Plants and viruses are constantly involved 

in a race to outdo one another, and their 
lives literally depend on this. 

 Researchers have discovered a new step 
in this arms race between the virus called 
Synedrella Yellow Vein Clearing Virus 
and the plants it attacks. The virus was 
isolated by the researchers from a plant 
named Synedrella nodiflora, and it was 
able to infect tobacco and tomato plants 
in their studies. 

 This virus is a representative of the 
Begomovirus family of viruses. They 
infect economically important plants and 
are a major reason for crop loss. 

How does the attack happen? 
 The arms race typically happens like 

this: The virus first attacks the plant, and 
the plant has defences that are actually 
counter-attacks – mechanisms that seek 
to destroy the virus. 

 In turn, the virus develops a counter-
counter-attack by trying to escape being 
destroyed by the plant’s mechanisms. In 
the case of the Synedrella Yellow Vein 
Clearing Virus, it happens this way: When 
the virus attacks the plant, it produces 
vein-clearing symptoms which make the 
plant look beautiful. 

 However, this does not make it better for 
the plant. It actually makes it difficult for 
the plant to produce flowers and fruits. 

 In turn, the plant develops defence 
mechanisms to destroy the virus. It 
targets the protein called BetaC1 made by 
the virus which helps in successful 
infection and intracellular movement 
within the plant. Plants degrade BetaC1 
protein of virus by tagging this protein 
with another smaller protein called 
ubiquitin. 

 Without BetaC1, a viral protein, the virus 
will not be able to defeat the host attacks 
and also will not be able to completely 
infect the plant, as the virus will not be 
able to move through the veins of the 
plant. 

 In response, the virus uses the plant’s 
machinery to create a small 
modification of the BetaC1 protein. 
Essentially, BetaC1 mimics or tricks the 
host machinery as if it is one of the host 
plant protein. 
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Significance of this study 
 Viruses very similar to this virus are the 

biggest threat to crop production 
throughout the world. Apparently, in 
infected fields, up to 60% of 

horticultural crops are lost due to 
begomoviral infection. 

For doubts and queries email us at: 
doubts@officerspulse.com  
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DEFENCE 
 
1) Anti-Submarine Warfare 

(ASW) 
What’s in the news? 
 The Defence Research and Development 

Organisation (DRDO) has successfully 
test-fired a missile assisted release of 
lightweight anti-submarine torpedo 
system for Anti-Submarine Warfare 
(ASW), Missile Assisted Release of 
Torpedo (SMART) from Wheeler Island 
off the coast of Odisha. 

ASW 
 Anti-submarine warfare is a branch of 

underwater warfare that uses surface 
warships, aircraft, submarines, or other 
platforms, to find, track, and deter, 
damage, and/or destroy enemy 
submarines 

 INS Kiltan is an  indigenously-built 
anti-submarine warfare stealth 
corvette. 

SMART System 
 SMART is a missile assisted release of 

lightweight Anti-Submarine Torpedo 
System for anti-submarine warfare 
(ASW) for operations beyond the range of 
torpedo. 

 SMART when launched from warship or a 
truck- based coastal battery, takes off 
like a regular supersonic missile. 

 It covers most of its flight in the air at 
lower altitudes with two-way data link 
from the warship or an airborne 
submarine target detection system and 
provides the exact location of the hostile 
submarine to correct its flight path 
midway. 

 Just when it approaches close enough to 
the submerged submarine, the missile 
will eject the torpedo system into the 
water and the autonomous torpedo will 
start moving towards its target to take out 
the submarine. 

 A modern torpedo is an underwater 
ranged weapon launched above or 
below the water surface, self-propelled 
towards a target, and with an explosive 
warhead designed to detonate either on 
contact with or in proximity to the target.  

 Varunastra is the first indigenous state-
of -the-art heavy weight ship launched 
anti-submarine electric torpedo 

The Need for SMART 
 Maritime capabilities will increase- can 

counter China’s String of Pearls or a 
blockade by Pakistan. 

 It will also help Project 28 (class of anti- 
submarine warship corvettes currently in 
service with the Indian Navy- INS 
Kamorta, INS Kadmatt, INS Kiltan and INS 
Kavaratti) and Project 75 (building six 
Scorpene-Class attack submarines- 
Kalvari, Khanderi, Karanj, Vela, Vagir and 
Vagsheer). 

 

2) Rafale 
Rafale 
 The Rafale is a twin-jet fighter aircraft 

able to operate from both an aircraft 
carrier and a shore base. 

 Equipped with a wide range of weapons, 
the Rafale is designed to carry out air 
dominance, aerial reconnaissance, ground 
support, in-depth strike, anti-ship strike 
and nuclear deterrence missions. 

 Rafale are “omnirole” fighters with the 
ability to perform multiple mission types 
simultaneously. The Rafale jets will be a 
crucial enhancement to India’s Medium 
Multi-role Combat Aircraft (MMCA) fleet. 

 The biggest advantage of Rafale is that it 
is capable of delivering nuclear 
weapons. 

 In 2016, India signed a Rs 59,000 crore 
contract for 36 Rafale fighters with 
French firms Dassault Aviation and 
MBDA. 

 
Why in News? 
 The recently inducted Rafale fighter jet 

will make fly-past debut in the Air Force 
Day parade at the Hindon airbase, 
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh. 

 11 aircraft and two air defence systems, 
Rohini and Akash, would be on static 
display. 

 
Akash 
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 Akash is a medium-range mobile 
surface-to-air missile defense system 
developed by the DRDO. 

 It has the capability to aerial targets like 
fighter jets, cruise missiles and air-to-
surface missiles as well as ballistic 
missiles 

 
Rohini 
 The Rohini is a 3D medium range air 

surveillance radar providing detection 
and tracking air targets even under 
hostile environments. 

 It is capable of handling multiple 
targets simultaneously and also 
precisely calculates the height at which 
projectiles are flying. Rohini radar can 
track multiple targets like fighter jets and 
missiles travelling at supersonic speeds of 
over 3,000 kms per hour. Operating range 
is upto 170 kilometres and altitude is 
upto 15 kilometres. 

 
Air Force Day Parade 
 October 8 is celebrated as the Air Force 

Day because on this day, the Air Force in 
India was officially raised in 1932 as the 
supporting force of the Royal Air Force of 
the United Kingdom. 

 Indian Air Force- It is the fourth largest 
air force in the world after USA, Russia, 
and China. 

 The motto of the Indian Air Force (IAF), 
'Nabha Sparsham Deeptham' which 
means 'Touch the sky with glory' has 
been taken from the Bhagavad Gita. 

 Major operations undertaken by the IAF 
include Operation Vijay (Liberation of 
Goa), Operation Meghdoot (operation to 
seize control of the Siachen Glacier in 
Kashmir), Operation Cactus (Thwarting 
the 1988 Maldives coup d'état) and 
Operation Poomalai (mission 
undertaken by the Indian Air Force for 
airdropping supplies over the besieged 
town of Jaffna). The IAF's mission 
expands beyond engagement with hostile 
forces, with the IAF participating in 
United Nations peacekeeping missions. 

 

3) Anti Radiation Missile 
What’s in the news? 

 A New Generation Anti Radiation 
Missile (NGARM), RudraM-I, was 
successfully flight-tested by the DRDO. 
This is the first indigenous anti-
radiation missile of the country. 

 
What is an Anti Radiation Missile? 
 An anti-radiation missile can locate and 

target any radiation emitting source 
like enemy radars, communication sites 
and other Radio Frequency (RF) emitting 
targets. 

 They can play a key role in neutralising 
any jamming platforms of the enemy or 
take out radar stations thereby clearing 
a path for their fighters to carry out an 
offensive and also prevent their own 
systems from being jammed. 

 
About RudraM-I 
 RudraM-I is an air-to-surface missile 

that has a range of up to 200 km 
depending upon the launch conditions. 
The missile can be launched from 
altitudes of 500 m to 15 km and speeds 
of 0.6 to 2 mach (Mach is used as a unit 
of measurement in stating the speed of a 
moving object in relation to the speed of 
sound. For example, if an aircraft is 
traveling at Mach 1, it is traveling at 
exactly the speed of sound) 

 RudraM-1 is the first indigenous anti-
radiation missile of India 

 It has INS-GPS navigation with Passive 
Homing Head for the final attack. The 
RUDRAM hit the radiation target with pin-
point accuracy. 

 The Passive Homing Head can detect, 
classify and engage targets over a wide 
band of frequencies as programmed. The 
missile is a potent weapon for IAF for 
Suppression of Enemy Air Defence 
(SEAD) effectively from large stand-off 
ranges. 

 
Significance 
 Bettering of Suppression of Enemy Air 

Defence (SEAD) capability by the Indian 
Air Force. 

 It can aid in India’s military strength 
along with recently developed Shaurya 
missile,  Hypersonic Technology 
Demonstrator Vehicle (HSTDV), 
Supersonic Missile Assisted Release of 
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Torpedo (SMART) system etc. All these 
technologies are indigenous and hence 
can help in Make in India and Atma 
Nirbhar Bharat.  

 

For doubts and queries email us at: 
doubts@officerspulse.com 

 
 

 
  



24 
 

For free learning, visit www.officerspulse.com 
 

ART & CULTURE 
 
1) Udayagiri Fort 
About the Fort 
 It is located near the Padmanabhapuram 

Palace in Kanyakumari district, Tamil 
nadu. 

 Originally constructed as a mud fort 
during Venadu King Sri Vira 
Ravivarma’s period (1565-1607). 

 It was reconstructed with stone during 
the reign of King Marthanda Varma 
(1729-1758), the maker of modern 
Travancore. 

 When Marthanda Varma decided to 
strengthen all the forts of his kingdom, he 
assigned the task to Dutch warrior De 
Lonnony, who was defeated and 
captured in a war at Colachel. 

 The king was fascinated by De Lonnoy’s 
appearance and asked him to train his 
bodyguards in modern warfare. He 
gradually gained the confidence of the 
king and reached the position of the 
Commander-in-Chief of the Travancore 
Army. 

 An iron foundry was established at the 
Udayagiri Fort where cannons, 
mortars and balls were cast, and all the 
batteries were supplied with the 
necessary pieces of artillery 

Why in News? 
 Conservation work for Udayagiri Fort has 

started recently. 
Additional Details 

Battle of Colachel 
 The Battle of Colachel (or Battle of 

Kulachal) was fought on 10 August 1741 
between the Indian kingdom of 
Travancore and the Dutch East India 
Company, during the Travancore-Dutch 
War. Travancore, under Raja Marthanda 
Varma defeated the Dutch East India 
Company. 

 The defeat of the Dutch by Travancore is 
considered the earliest example of an 
organised power from Asia 
overcoming European military 
technology and tactics. The Dutch never 
recovered from the defeat and no longer 
posed a large colonial threat to India 

Travancore Royal Family 

 The Travancore royal family follows 
the Matrilineal inheritance. 
Marumakkathayam or the matrilineal 
system with inheritance and succession 
through the sisters' children in the female 
line. 

 Maharajah Marthanda Varma dedicated 
(Thrippadidanam) the Kingdom of 
Travancore to his family deity Sri 
Padmanabhaswamy and ruled the 
kingdom as the servant of that deity. 
Travancore as a whole, thus became the 
property of Sri Padmanabhaswamy, the 
deity of the Travancore royal family 

 Prominence of Thrippadidanam in 
modern day social/political setup 

1. Separation of the newly formed 
"unitary kingship" (and political power) 
from the disputes and frictions in civil 
society. 

2. Formalisation of the new power 
structure in Travancore. 

3. To integrate the existing social 
divisions in Kerala under the emerging 
power structure 

 Swathi Thirunal was one of the most 
popular rulers of the Travancore Royal 
Family in the 19th century. He made 
contributions both in the field of 
administration as well as music. 

 The reign of Chithira Thirunal 
Balarama Varma brought about 
revolutionary reforms like the Temple 
Entry Proclamation, Free and 
Compulsory education for all etc 

Channar Lahala or the Upper Cloth Mutiny 
(Maaru Marakkal Samaram)- Right to 
cover Breasts 

 Widely seen as the transformative event 
that triggered a wave of renaissance 
movements that shaped modern Kerala. 
The breast tax or the Mula Karam, 
which was one among the many 
oppressive taxes levied on the lower 
caste, meant that a woman was granted 
the right to cover her breasts only if she 
paid a fee to the government 

 Travancore Maharaja Aayilyam 
Thirunal made an official declaration 
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granting lower caste Nadar/Channar 
women the right to cover their breasts. 

 Interestingly, this is one of the few 
examples where the success of the 
Nadar women (lower caste) inspired 
higher caste women to adopt a dress 
code of their choice. Brahmin ladies could 
not wear upper body cloth while at home. 
Though they were allowed to cover their 
breasts while venturing out, they had to 
remove it in the temple, in front of the 
idol. In the case of Nair women ( higher in 
the caste ladder ), they could not cover 
their breasts in front of Brahmins( highest 
in the case ladder) 

Sri Padmanabha Swamy Temple 
 The Padmanabhaswamy temple is a 

Hindu temple located in 
Thiruvananthapuram, the state capital of 
Kerala, India. The temple is built in an 
intricate fusion of the Chera style and 
the Dravidian style of architecture, 
featuring high walls, and a 16th-century 
gopura. 

 The principal deity 
Padmanabhaswamy (Vishnu) is 
enshrined in the "Anantha Shayana" 
posture, the eternal yogic sleep on the 
serpent Adi Shesha. 

 Recently, the Supreme Court of India 
upheld the right of the Travancore 
royal family to manage the property of 
deity at Sri PadmanabhaSwamy 
Temple in Thiruvananthapuram. The 
Supreme Court (SC) reversed the 2011 
Kerala High Court decision. High Court 
earlier ruled that the successor to the 
erstwhile royals could not claim to be in 
control of the Sree Padmanabhaswamy 
Temple after the amendment of definition 
of “Ruler” in Article 366 (22)   

 The Supreme Court held that the 
erstwhile Travancore royal family is the 
“human ministrant” or the shebait 
(manager) of the properties belonging to 
Sri Padmanabha, chief deity of the famed 
and fabulously rich Sri 
Padmanabhaswamy temple in Kerala. 

 

2) Scindias 
 The Scindias are a royal Maratha Kunbi 

clan in India that belongs to the state of 

Madhya Pradesh. This clan comprised the 
rulers of the state of Gwalior during the 
18th and 19th centuries. 

Important Personalities 
 The Scindia dynasty was founded by 

Ranoji Scindia. 
 The association of the Scindias with 

Gwalior commenced at a time when the 
Mughals started to lose their prominence 
due to the rise of the Marathas under the 
leadership of Shivaji. However, Shivaji’s 
untimely death passed the power on to 
the Peshwas which was later grasped by 
Mahadji Scindia. He opposed the English, 
but later initiated an alliance with them, 
which brought about a lot of advantages 
to him in terms of his career and power. 

 Mahadaji was instrumental in 
resurrecting Maratha power in North 
India after the Third Battle of Panipat 
in 1761, and rose to become a trusted 
lieutenant of the Peshwa 

 His role during the First Anglo-Maratha 
War was greatest from the Maratha side 
since he humbled the British in the 
Battle of Wadgaon which resulted in the 
Treaty of Wadgaon and then again in 
Central India, single handed, which 
resulted in the Treaty of Salbai in 1782 

 In October 1802, the combined armies of 
Peshwa Baji Rao II and Daulat Rao 
Scindia were defeated by Yashwantrao 
Holkar, ruler of Indore, at the Battle of 
Poona. Baji Rao fled to British 
protection, and in December the same 
year concluded the Treaty of Bassein 
with the British East India Company, 
ceding territory for the maintenance of a 
subsidiary force and agreeing to the 
treaty with no other power. The treaty 
would become the "death knell of the 
Maratha Empire" 

Why in News 
 Prime Minister to release the 

commemorative coin of Rs.100 
denomination in honour of Smt Vijaya 
Raje Scindia 

 

For doubts and queries email us at: 
doubts@officerspulse.com 
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PIB ANALYSIS 
 

1) PM Street Vendor’s 
AtmaNirbhar Nidhi (PM 
SVANidhi) 

About: 
 PM SVANidhi was launched by the 

Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs 
for providing affordable Working 
Capital loan to street vendors to resume 
their livelihoods which have been 
severely affected due to COVID-19 
induced lockdown. 

Objectives of the Scheme 
 To facilitate working capital loan up to Rs 

10,000 at subsidized rate of interest;  
 To incentivize regular repayment of loan; 

and  
 To reward digital transactions.  
Key features of the Scheme 
 Initial working capital of up to Rs 

10,000/-  
 Interest subsidy on timely/ early 

repayment @ 7%  
 Monthly cash-back incentive on digital 

transactions  
 Higher loan eligibility on timely 

repayment of the first loan. 
 No collateral security is required. 
Lending Institutions:  
 Scheduled Commercial Banks, Regional 

Rural Banks, Small Finance Banks, 
Cooperative Banks, Non-Banking 
Financial Companies, Micro-Finance 
Institutions and SHG Banks. 

 Small Industries Development Bank of 
India (SIDBI) is the implementation 
partner for the scheme. 

About SIDBI 
 Small Industries Development Bank of 

India (SIDBI) set up under an Act of 
Parliament, acts as the Principal 
Financial Institution for 
Promotion,Financing and 
Development of the Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprise (MSME) sector as 
well as for coordination of functions of 
institutions engaged in similar activities. 

 It aims to facilitate and strengthen credit 
flow to MSMEs and address both 
financial and developmental gaps in the 

MSME ecosystem. 

Why in News? 
 Recently, the Ministry of Housing and 

Urban Affairs entered into a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
with Swiggy to onboard street food 
vendors on its e-commerce platform. This 
move is a part of the Prime Minister 
Street Vendor’s Atmanibhar Nidhi (PM 
SVANidhi) Scheme. 

 An updated and modified version of PM 
SVANidhi Dashboard, which facilitates 
users not only with a better granular view 
of the scheme’s performance but also with 
additional tools for comparisons, has also 
been launched. 

 

2) AMRUT  
About the scheme   
 To recast the urban landscape of the 

country, to make urban areas more 
livable and inclusive besides driving 
economic growth, the Ministry of 
Housing & Urban Affairs has launched a 
centrally sponsored scheme namely 
Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and 
Urban Transformation (AMRUT). 

About AMRUT   
 AMRUT seeks to lay a foundation to 

enable cities and towns to eventually 
grow into smart cities.   

 AMRUT adopts a project approach to 
ensure basic infrastructure services 
relating to water supply, sewerage, 
septage management, storm water drains, 
transport and development of green 
spaces and parks with special provision 
for meeting the needs of children. 

Coverage   
 This Mission will be implemented in 500 

cities and towns each with a 
population of one lakh and above, some 
cities situated on stems of main rivers, a 
few capital cities and important cities 
located in hilly areas, islands and tourist 
areas.  

Approach   
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 Implementation of this Mission will be 
linked to promotion of urban reforms 
such as  

1. e-governance,  
2. constitution of professional municipal 

cadre,  
3. devolving funds and functions to urban 

local bodies,  
4. review of Building bye-laws,  
5. improvement in assessment and 

collection of municipal taxes, 
6. credit rating of urban local bodies,  
7. energy and water audit and  
8. Citizen-centric urban planning.  
Funding   
 Central assistance will be to the extent of 

50 percent of project cost for cities and 
towns with a population of up to 10 lakh 
and one-third of the project cost for those 
with a population of above 10 lakh.   

 Central assistance will be released in 
three instalments in the ratio of 
20:40:40 based on achievement of 
milestones indicated in State Annual 
Action Plans. 

Why in News? 
 32 AMRUT Projects were completed. It 

was informed that Himachal Pradesh is 
ranked 15th and Uttarakhand 24th in 
AMRUT’s National rankings. 

 

3) SVAMITVA Scheme 
About: 
 SVAMITVA (Survey of Villages and 

Mapping with Improvised Technology 
in Village Areas) scheme is a Central 
Sector Scheme which was launched by the 
Prime Minister on National Panchayati 
Raj Day, 24th April 2020. 

 The Ministry of Panchayati Raj (MoPR) 
is the nodal Ministry for implementation 
of the scheme.  

 In the States, the Revenue Department / 
Land Records Department will be the 
Nodal Department and shall carry out the 
scheme with support of the State 
Panchayati Raj Department.  

 Survey of India shall work as the 
technology partner for implementation. 

 The scheme aims to provide the ‘record 
of rights’ to village household owners 
in rural areas and issue Property Cards. 

What is a property card? 
 A Property card provides information 

about the ownership of a property and 
history of holdings of land located in an 
area.  

 Under the scheme, the latest surveying 
technology such as drones will be used for 
measuring the inhabited land in villages 
and rural areas. 

 The mapping and survey will be 
conducted in collaboration with the 
Survey of India, State Revenue 
Department and State Panchayati Raj 
Department under the Ministry of 
Panchayati Raj. 

 The drones will draw the digital map of 
every property falling in the geographical 
limit of each Indian village. 

Objectives of the scheme: 
 To bring financial stability to the citizens 

in rural India by enabling them to use 
their property as a financial asset for 
taking loans and other financial benefits. 

 Creation of accurate land records for rural 
planning. 

 To support in preparation of better-
quality Gram Panchayat Development 
Plan (GPDP) by making use of 
Geographical Information System (GIS) 
maps. 

 To reduce property related disputes and 
legal cases. 

Present Coverage Area:  
 The program is currently being 

implemented in six states - Haryana, 
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh and 
Uttarakhand. 

Why in News? 
 Prime Minister has launched the physical 

distribution of Property Cards under the 
SVAMITVA Scheme. 

 

4) Indigenous variety of Calcium 
Nitrate & Boronated Calcium 
Nitrate 

About  
 Calcium nitrate is used as a water-soluble 

fertilizer in agriculture. In addition, this 
product is also used in wastewater 
treatment and to increase the strength of 
cement concrete. 
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 Calcium nitrate is a very soluble 
compound and it is widely used in 
fertigation. In various places, it is also 
available in a solution form. 

 Fertigation is a practice of conjunctive 
application of fertilizers and water to 
crop plants. 

 Soluble fertilizers like urea, potash and a 
wide variety of fertilizer mixtures 
available in the market are nicely mixed 
with irrigation water, filtered and then 
passed through the irrigation unit. 

Why Use Calcium Nitrate Fertilizer? 
 Calcium nitrate contains both calcium and 

nitrogen, which are nutrients plants 
require to survive.  

 Calcium is vital for some plants to be able 
to produce seeds, and it also helps a plant 
to produce a better quality of fruit with a 
longer shelf life.  

 Calcium is also an important element in 
the formation of plant cell walls, and the 
proper availability of calcium in a plant 
will help to ensure cell walls are strong, 
protecting the plant from disease and 
stressors. 

Why in News? 
 Union Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers 

has launched indigenous variety of 
‘Calcium Nitrate’ & ‘Boronated Calcium 
Nitrate’ fertilizers. 

News in Detail: 
 Calcium Nitrate’ & 'Boronated Calcium 

Nitrate is being manufactured for the first 
time in India. Till now, it was imported 
from other countries. 

 Last year, around 1.25 lakh metric tons 
(1,23,000 tons) of Calcium Nitrate was 
imported in the country. 

 Of this, 76% was imported from China 
and the rest from other countries like 
Norway and Israel. 

 Significance : These indigenous varieties 
will provide a quality product at a 
cheaper rate to the farmer community in 
the country than imported ones. 

 

5) DST collaborates with IBM to 
build STEM 

Why in News? 
 The Department of Science & 

Technology (DST) and IBM India 

announced collaborations to scale up two 
DST initiatives--Vigyan Jyoti and Engage 
with Science (Vigyan Prasar). 

 Existing opportunities for meritorious 
girls to nurture their interest in Science 
Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics (STEM) will be expanded 
and a learning platform scaled to make 
learning relevant and foster scientific 
spirit among the country’s youth in 
partnership with IBM. 

About Vigyan Jyoti: 
 The Vigyan Jyoti programme was 

launched by DST in 2019 to inspire girl 
students to promote STEM learning 
among girl students and to inspire 
them towards STEM careers by creating 
a level-playing field for meritorious girls 
from grades 9 to 12 to pursue STEM in 
their higher education, especially from 
the top colleges in the areas where girls 
are hugely underrepresented. 

 The program also provides a scholarship, 
visit to nearby scientific institutions, 
science camps, lecturers from eminent 
women scientists, and career counseling.  

 The program is currently implemented by 
Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya (JNV) in 58 
districts, with the participation of about 
2900 students.  

About Engage with Science : 
 ‘Engage With Science’ will actively engage 

with schools, shoot interactive 
programmes in the school premises, 
provide windows of recognition, and 
glorification to select teachers of S&T 
subjects. 

Significance :  
 The partnership with IBM will make these 

programs of DST and Vigyan Prasar reach 
the students and teachers in interactive 
ways on a large scale. 

 Scaling up of the interactive learning 
platform ‘Engage with Science’ will make 
learning relevant and foster scientific 
spirit among the country’s youth, it would 
address the school students directly who 
need more knowledge outside the 
classroom and provide insights into an 
interactive way of learning, thus helping 
sift the useful from the useless. 
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6) India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) 

About IMD 
 The India Meteorological Department was 

established in 1875. It is the National 
Meteorological Service of the country and 
the principal government agency in all 
matters relating to meteorology, 
seismology and allied subjects. 

 To take meteorological observations 
and to provide current and forecast 
meteorological information for optimum 
operation of weather-sensitive activities 
like agriculture, irrigation, shipping, 
aviation, offshore oil explorations, etc. 

 To warn against severe weather 
phenomena like tropical cyclones, 
norwesters, dust storms, heavy rains and 
snow, cold and heat waves, etc., which 
cause destruction of life and property. 

 To provide meteorological statistics 
required for agriculture, water resource 
management, industries, oil exploration 
and other nation-building activities. 

 To conduct and promote research in 
meteorology and allied disciplines. 

 To detect and locate earthquakes and 
to evaluate seismicity in different parts 
of the country for development projects. 

Why in News? 
 The India Meteorological Department 

(IMD) reviewed cyclone preparedness 
and took stock of requirements to plan for 
the upcoming cyclone season from 
October to December in a pre-cyclone 
exercise meeting. 

 Various mobile apps launched by IMD : 
 Damini for lightning forecast: 
 Damini Lightning Alert app, developed by 

the Indian Institute of Tropical 
Meteorology (IITM), is for giving warning 
to the user about the lightning on the 
basis of user location. 

 Lightning is shown on the map on the 
basis of 5 min lightning, 10 min lightning 
and 15 min lightning. 

 

 MAUSAM for weather forecast 
including cyclone warning  

 The MAUSAM mobile App has the 
following 5 services: 

 Current Weather -Current temperature, 

humidity, wind speed and direction for 
200 cities updated 8 times a day. 
Information on Sunrise/ sunset and 
moonrise/ moonset are also given. 

 Nowcast- Three hourly warnings of 
localized weather phenomena and their 
intensity issued for about 800 stations, 
and districts of India by State 
Meteorological Centres of IMD. In case of 
severe weather, its impact also is 
included in the warning. 

 City Forecast – Past 24 hours and 7 day 
forecast of weather conditions around 
450 cities in India. 

 Warnings- Alerts issued twice a day for 
all districts for the next five days in colour 
code (Red, Orange and Yellow) to warn 
citizens of approaching dangerous 
weather. The colour code Red is the most 
severe category urging authorities to take 
action, Orange code prompts authorities 
and public to be alert and Yellow code 
prompts authorities and public to keep 
themselves updated. 

 Radar products:Latest Station wise 
radar products updated every 10 
minutes. 

 Meghdoot for agrometeorological 
advisories 

 The Meghdoot app was developed jointly 
by the Digital Agriculture & Youth (DAY) 
team at the International Crops Research 
Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics 
(ICRISAT) and the Indian Institute of 
Tropical Meteorology.  

 

7) Gyan Circle Ventures 
About: 
 Gyan Circle Ventures is a Ministry of 

Electronics and Information 
Technology (MeitY) funded Technology 
Business Incubator (TBI) of Indian 
Institute of Information Technology Sri 
City, Andhra Pradesh. 

 It would function as a Technology 
Incubation and Development of 
Entrepreneurs (TIDE 2.0) incubation 
center as approved by the MeitY. 

 The Gyan Circle Ventures have the 
potential to instill entrepreneurship in 
young minds and steward them to 
become successful innovators. 
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 The incubator would leverage the 
institutions’ entrepreneurial spirit via 
utilizing its intellectual capital and engage 
in using emerging technologies such as 
Artificial Intelligence (AI), Block-chain, 
Cyber Physical Systems (CPS), Cyber 
Security, Internet of Things (IoT), 
Robotics, etc. 

 It encourages participation from potential 
entrepreneurs and startups that are 
building cutting edge technology 
solutions to real world problems 

Why in News? 
 Union Minister for Education inaugurated 

the Gyan Circle Ventures, a MeitY funded 
Technology Business Incubator (TBI) of 
Indian Institute of Information 
Technology, Sri City (Chittoor), Andhra 
Pradesh. 

 

8) Jal Jeevan Mission 
About Jal Jeevan Mission 
 Jal Jeevan Mission is envisioned to 

provide safe and adequate drinking 
water through individual household tap 
connections by 2024 to all households 
in rural India.  

 The goal of JJM is to provide functional 
household tap connection to every 
household with service level at the rate of 
55 litres per capita per day (lpcd).  

 The programme will also implement 
source sustainability measures as 
mandatory elements, such as recharge 
and reuse through grey water 
management, water conservation, rain 
water harvesting. The Jal Jeevan Mission 
will be based on a community approach to 
water . 

Key Objectives of the Mission are: 
  To provide Functional Tap Connection 

(FHTC) to every rural household. 
  To prioritize provision of FHTCs in 

quality affected areas, villages in drought 
prone and desert areas, Sansad Adarsh 
Gram Yojana (SAGY) villages, etc. 

  To provide functional tap connection to 
Schools, Anganwadi centres, GP buildings, 
Health centres, wellness centres and 
community buildings. 

  To monitor functionality of tap 
connections. 

  To promote and ensure voluntary 
ownership among the local community by 
way of contribution in cash, kind and/ or 
labour and voluntary labour (shramdaan). 

  To bring awareness on various aspects 
and significance of safe drinking water . 

The institutional mechanism under JJM:  

National 
level  

National Jal Jeevan Mission 

State level State Water and Sanitation 
Mission (SWSM) 

District level  District Water and Sanitation 
Mission (DWSM) 

Gram 
Panchay
at level 

Paani Samiti/ Village Water & 
Sanitation Committee 
(VWSC)/ User group 

Funding Pattern under JJM:  
 The fund sharing pattern between Centre 

and State is 90:10 for Himalayan and 
North-Eastern States, 100 percent  for 
UTs and 50:50 for rest of the States.  

Positive Outcomes of JJM: 
 JJM would ensure functional household 

tap connection to every rural household 
where there is a demand and people 
aspire for household piped water supply.  

 It will significantly improve quality of 
life, particularly of women and children.  

 It will assist in ODF-sustainability as 
water is important to sustain Swachh 
Bharat Mission’s gains.  

 In the rural areas, for developing in-
village water supply infrastructure, water 
resource management, source 
strengthening/ augmentation, 
distribution network, treatment plants, 
etc., unskilled, semi-skilled and skilled 
human resources will be required.  

 Further there will be procurement of 
various materials for water supply 
systems. This will generate employment 
and boost the economy. 

Why in News? 
 Goa has earned itself the unique 

distinction of becoming the first 'Har Ghar 
Jal' State in the country as it successfully 
provides 100% Functional Household Tap 
Connections (FHTCs) in the rural areas 
covering 2.30 lakh rural households.  
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 Harnessing the immense benefits of 
efficiently utilising the Jal Jeevan Mission 
(JJM) which aims to improve the quality of 

life and bring 'ease-of-living' to rural 
communities. 

 For doubts and queries email us at 
doubts@officerspulse.com 
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News in Depth
AIR NEWS 

 

1) NAM Summit 
About the NAM 
 The Non-Aligned Movement was formed 

during the Cold War as an organization of 
States that did not seek to formally align 
themselves with either the United States 
or the Soviet Union, but sought to remain 
independent or neutral.  

 NAM was officially founded in 1961, at the 
Belgrade Summit, drawing on the 
principles (also known as Bandung 
Principles) agreed at the Afro-Asian 
Conference held in Bandung, Indonesia in 
1955. 

 Such principles were adopted later as the 
main goals and objectives of the policy of 
non-alignment. The fulfillment of those 
principles became the essential criterion 
for Non-Aligned Movement membership. 

The ten principles of Bandung are 
followings: 

1. Respect of fundamental human rights and 
of the objectives and principles of the 
Charter of the United Nations. 

2. Respect for the sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of all nations. 

3. Recognition of the equality among all 
races and of the equality among all 
nations, both large and small. 

4. Non-intervention or non-interference into 
the internal affairs of another -country. 

5. Respect the right of every nation to 
defend itself, either individually or 
collectively, in conformity with the 
Charter of the United Nations. 

6. Non-use of collective defense pacts to 
benefit the specific interests of any of the 
great powers. 
 B. Non-use of pressures by any country 
against other countries. 

7. Refraining from carrying out or 
threatening to carry out aggression, or 
from using force against the territorial 

integrity or political independence of any 
country. 

8. Peaceful solution of all international 
conflicts in conformity with the Charter of 
the United Nations. 

9. Promotion of mutual interests and of 
cooperation. 

10. Respect of justice and of international 
obligations. 

 India is one of the founding members of 
the NAM.  

 The following are considered to be the 
founding fathers and historic leaders of 
the Movement: Joseph Broz Tito 
(President of Yugoslavia), Gamal Abdel 
Nasser (President of Egypt), Jawaharlal 
Nehru (Prime Minister of India), Sukarno 
(President of Indonesia), and Kwame 
Nkrumah (President of Ghana). 

Why in News? 
 Minister of State for External Affairs V 

Muraleedharan recently participated in 
the virtual Ministerial Meeting of the Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM). 

 

2) COVAX facility  
What is it? 
 The COVAX facility seeks to accelerate the 

development and production of 
coronavirus vaccines through pooling in 
resources from the member countries, 
and then ensure that it is equitably 
distributed amongst them. 

 COVAX is led by the World Health 
Organization (WHO), the Coalition for 
Epidemic Preparedness Innovations 
(CEPI) and GAVI, the Vaccine Alliance. 

 COVAX supports research and 
development of new vaccines by investing 
in them and negotiating prices with 
pharmaceutical companies. The goal of 
COVAX is to have 2 billion doses to 
distribute by the end of 2021, which 
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should be enough to help countries 
vaccinate 20% of their populations and 
end the acute phase of the pandemic. 

Why in News? 
 China has officially signed an agreement 

to join the World Health Organization-led 
COVAX facility. 

 China is the biggest economy to back the 
initiative so far. Neither the United States 
nor Russia has signed up. 

 Recently, the WHO informed that it is in 
talks with India about joining the COVAX. 

Related information 
About CEPI 
 The Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness 

Innovations (CEPI) is a global partnership 
between public, private, philanthropic, 
and civil society organisations to develop 
vaccines to stop future epidemics. 

 It was launched in Davos in 2017. 
About GAVI Alliance  

 The GAVI Alliance (formerly the Global 
Alliance for Vaccines and Immunisation) 
is a global health partnership of public 
and private sector organizations 
dedicated towards creating equal access 
to new and underused vaccines for 
children living in the world’s poorest 
countries. 

 GAVI’s strategy supports its mission to 
save children’s lives and protect people’s 
health by increasing access to 
immunisation in poor countries.  

 Its partners provide funding for vaccines 
and intellectual resources for care 
advancement. They contribute, also, to 
strengthening the capacity of the health 
system to deliver immunisation and other 
health services in a sustainable manner. 

For doubts and queries email us at 
doubts@officerspulse.com 
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THE HINDU EDITORIALS 
 

1) An unconstitutional harvest 
About Minimum Support Price 
 Minimum Support Price (MSP) is a form 

of market intervention by the 
Government of India to insure 
agricultural producers against any sharp 
fall in farm prices.  

 MSP is announced every year before the 
sowing season to provide incentives to 
farmers for raising the production of the 
crops.  

 It is approved by the Cabinet Committee 
on Economic Affairs based on the 
recommendations of the Commission for 
Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP).  

 The Centre currently fixes MSPs for 23 
farm commodities — 7 cereals (paddy, 
wheat, maize, bajra, jowar, ragi and 
barley), 5 pulses (chana, arhar/tur, urad, 
moong and masur), 7 oilseeds (rapeseed-
mustard, groundnut, soyabean, sunflower, 
sesamum, safflower and niger seed) and 4 
commercial crops (cotton, sugarcane, 
copra and raw jute).  

 Cost of production (CoP) is one of the 
important factors in the determination of 
MSP of mandated crops.  

 Commission for ‘Agricultural Costs and 
Prices’ (CACP), considers other important 
factors such as demand and supply, 
price trend in the domestic and 
international markets, inter-crop price 
parity.   

What is the issue? 
 Since independence, Minimum Support 

Price has served as an insurance to 
farmers, in the form of income security 
for their produce yet, it has no legislative 
backing 

 Recently, the three laws were passed by 
the Central government which described 
it as necessary farm reforms.  

 Two of these being Farmers’ Produce 
Trade and Commerce (Promotion and 
Facilitation) Act (FPTC Act), and the 
Farmers (Empowerment and 
Protection) Agreement on Price 
Assurance and Farm Services Act 
(FAPAFS Act), none refer to the MSP.  

 Abuse of federalism 

 Agriculture falls within the exclusive 
legislative competence of State 
governments, through Entry 14 of the 
State List. However, the Acts in question 
have been enacted by Parliament, 
seemingly deriving the legislative 
competence to do so under Entry 33 of 
the Concurrent List, which deals with 
‘trade and commerce’ of some products 
listed in that Entry.  

 The definitions of ‘farmer’ and ‘farming 
produce’ are at the heart of these laws, as 
they lay out the items in which any trade 
beyond the mandis can take place.  

 Including the vast majority of agricultural 
produce in such definitions amounts to 
breach of legislative competence by 
the Union government as it is the States 
which are empowered to enact laws 
regulating ‘agriculture’. 

The way forward 

 States can consider declaring all of their 
territory as ‘mandi’ to circumvent the 
effect of these laws, if their respective 
APMC Acts permit the same. 

 There exists a strong case for aggrieved 
State Governments to invoke Article 131 
of the Constitution and file a suit 
challenging the vires of the two laws. 

 Article 254(2) can be invoked to negate 
the three farm laws. 

 State governments could also explore the 
potential of granting MSP a legislative 
backing, at least within the mandis, since 
any MSP is not a legally enforceable right 
with farmers. This move would 
incentivise farmers to sell their produce 
at the mandi at assured rates rather than 
expose themselves to the whims and 
caprices of private players.  

Article 254(2) 
 Article 254(2) refers to a scenario where a 

law made by a state legislature concerning 
any matter that falls in the Concurrent List 
contains any provision repugnant to the 
provisions of an earlier law made by 
Parliament or an existing law, with 
respect to that matter. 

 In such a case, the law made by the state 
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legislature will prevail, provided it is 
reserved for the consideration of the 
President of India and receives his assent. 

Article 131 
 Article 131 deals with the original 

jurisdiction of Supreme Court 
 The SC (as a federal court of India) 

possesses Original jurisdiction to decide 
the disputes arising between different 
units of the Indian Federation like: 

1. Centre and one or more states; or 
2. Centre & any state(s) on one side and one 

or more states on the other; or 
3. Two or more states. 
4.  In the above-mentioned cases, the 

Supreme Court has exclusive original 
jurisdiction, which means that no other 
court in the country can decide such 
disputes and SC has the power to hear 
such disputes in the first instance & not by 
the way of appeal. 

2) The future of GST hangs in the 
balance 

Context 
 The Centre is best positioned to raise 

additional resources to bridge the GST 
compensation gap. 

GST compensation 
 Under GST law, states are guaranteed full 

compensation for any revenue loss for 
the first five years after the introduction 
of the goods and services tax (GST) in July 
2017. 

 The computation of the shortfall — the 
mechanism for which is spelt out in 
Section 7 of the GST (Compensation to 
States) Act, 2017 — is done annually by 
projecting a revenue assumption based on 
14% compounded growth from the 
base year’s (2015-2016) revenue and 
calculating the difference between that 
figure and the actual GST collections in 
that year.  

 For the 2020-21 fiscal year, the revenue 
shortfall has been anticipated at ₹3 lakh 
crore, with the Compensation Fund 
expected to have only about ₹65,000 
crore. 

 GST was born in the cradle of this promise 
and hailed as a forerunner of 
‘cooperative federalism’.  

 What is the issue? 

 There is not enough money in the GST 
kitty for the Centre to honour this 
obligation.  

What did the centre propose? 
 The Centre has proposed that the States 

should borrow money to bridge this gap 
and that it will act as a guarantor to 
facilitate this borrowing.  

Criticism of centre’s proposal 
 State’s decision to borrow or not should 

be based on its fiscal situation. 
 State governments don’t have the 

powers to levy direct taxes or indirect 
taxes to earn additional revenues.  

 Economic logic suggests that the Centre is 
better positioned than the states to raise 
additional resources to bridge the GST 
compensation gap.  

Options to raise additional resources 
 Additional revenue can be created 

through increased taxation of capital 
market transactions. Between April and 
June, when economic activity in the nation 
had come to a complete standstill, India’s 
stock markets experienced its highest 
activity levels in its history, with a 75% 
increase in transactions vis-a-vis last 
year.  

 Thus, the Centre can levy a higher tax on 
such speculative stock market trading to 
earn additional revenues during these 
difficult times. 

 A combination of additional revenues 
and borrowing by the Centre can help 
resolve the GST compensation issue. 

Conclusion 
 GST Compensation is primarily an 

economic issue and should be settled 
based on what makes the most economic 
sense for each State and for the nation 
overall. 

3) Transforming business and the 
insolvency system 

Context 
 Further streamlining of the Insolvency 

and Bankruptcy Code can instil more 
confidence in foreign and local investors. 

 
About Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 
(IBC) 
 The Code creates time-bound processes 

for insolvency resolution of companies 
and individuals.  These processes will be 
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completed within 180 days (unless 
extended by a one time extendable period 
of 90 days).  If insolvency cannot be 
resolved, the assets of the borrower may 
be sold to repay creditors (known as 
liquidation). 

 The resolution processes are conducted 
by licensed insolvency professionals 
(IPs).  These IPs are members of 
insolvency professional agencies (IPAs).  

 Information utilities (IUs) are 
established to collect, collate and 
disseminate financial information to 
facilitate insolvency resolution. 

 The National Company Law Tribunal 
(NCLT) adjudicates insolvency resolution 
for companies and Limited Liability 
Partnerships.  The Debt Recovery 
Tribunal (DRT) adjudicates insolvency 
resolution for individuals and partnership 
firms. 

 The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board 
of India (IBBI) regulates the functioning 
of IPs, IPAs and IUs. 

 IBC was later amended with the provision 
to bar promoters from bidding for 
their own companies. It prevented 
defaulters from regaining control of their 
companies at a cheaper value 

 The code was again amended in 2019 
which mandates a deadline for the 
completion of the resolution process 
within 330 days, including all litigation 
and judicial processes.  

Background 
 Recently, the union Cabinet approved a 

proposal to suspend initiation of 
bankruptcy proceedings against 
companies under the Insolvency and 
Bankruptcy Code for a period of six 
months, which could be extended to one 
year. 

 The move is expected to provide relief for 
corporates as the pandemic and 
subsequent lockdown had significantly 
impacted economic activities. 

IBC and surge in FDI 
 The Prime Minister recently mentioned 

the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code as 
one of the key legislative reforms that 
would help aid India’s path to self-
reliance on a high growth trajectory.  

 The IBC, along with the Goods and 
Services Tax regime were helping in 

significantly improving the ease of 
doing business in India and enabling it to 
emerge as a ‘Make for World’ platform.  

 He also credited these reforms for a surge 
in Foreign Direct Investment into India 
in 2019-2020, to the tune of nearly $74.5 
billion, or a significant increase of 20 per 
cent from the previous year. 

 According to the Resolving Insolvency 
Index, India’s ranking improved to 52 in 
2019 from 108 in 2018, a leap of 56 
places.  

 Further, the recovery rate improved 
nearly threefold from 26.5% in 2018 to 
71.6% in 2019 and the overall time taken 
in recovery also improved nearly three 
times, coming down from 4.3 years in 
2018 to 1.6 years in 2019. 

Significance of IBC 
 The IBC has focused on time-bound 

resolution, rather than liquidation. 
  It has successfully instilled confidence 

in the corporate resolution methodology 
 Its core implication has been to allow 

credit to flow more freely to and within 
India while promoting investor and 
investee confidence.  

 Through the Insolvency and Bankruptcy 
Board of India (IBBI), it has established 
an unprecedented organisation that both 
regulates and develops insolvency policy, 
and assesses market realities. 

Moves that will help investors 
 Legislative measures that will further 

improve the investment climate, include 
the rolling out of the commercial 
courts, commercial divisions and the 
Commercial Appellate Divisions Act, 
2015, to allow district court-level 
commercial courts, and the removal of 
over 1,500 obsolete and archaic laws.  

 Together with the IBC, these highlight a 
major and multi-dimensional effort by the 
government to provide comfort, relief and 
reliability to the potential investors. 

What is the issue with IBC? 
 The report of the Bankruptcy Law 

Reforms Committee speaks of the critical 
need for speed in the working of the 
bankruptcy code.  

 It is clear that the inability to make 
significant decisions without full clarity 
of ownership and control delays 
resolution and, the longer the delay, the 
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more likely that the entity in question 
would move towards liquidation rather 
than resolution.  

Way forward 
 Institutionalising the introduction of a 

pre-packed insolvency resolution process, 
the need for which is highlighted by the 
necessary suspension of the IBC 
proceedings.  

 This will also help resolve matters 
expeditiously, outside of the formal court 
system, and allow resolution even during 
the COVID-19 altered reality. 

 A concerted effort should be made to 
enhance the role of digitally 
conducting all processes and hearings 
to achieve greater efficiency in the new 
normal.  

 Bringing in technology would help ease 
of access to justice and greatly help ease 
of doing business from a process and 
efficiency standpoint as well.  

Conclusion 
 The IBC has provided a major stimulus to 

ease of doing business, enhanced investor 
confidence, and helped encourage 
entrepreneurship while also providing 
support to MSMEs.  

 Its further streamlining and 
strengthening will surely instil greater 
confidence in both foreign and 
domestic investors as they look at India 
as an attractive investment destination. 

 

4) India needs a rainbow 
recovery plan 

About Rainbow New Deal 
 Rainbow New Deal refers to a seamless 

integration of ecological protection 
and tackling of wealth inequality and 
economic vulnerability of several 
hundreds of millions of people.  

What would RND entail? 
 Regenerating and safeguarding the 

country’s soil, natural ecosystems, 
water, biological diversity, and air can 
generate dignified, sustainable livelihoods 
for the vast majority of the population. 

 The nearly 200 million small farmers, 
pastoralists, and fishers can be enabled to 

sustain or switch to organic, ecologically 
sustainable production, with their own 
food security as the highest priority, and 
with local marketing links. 

 RND could encourage lifestyles and 
livelihoods that obtain substantial food, 
medicines, household items and other 
needs, as well as sustainable livelihoods, 
from natural ecosystems.  

 Forest-based livelihoods alone, for 
instance, can support 100 million people. 

 It would entail reviving and sustaining 
India’s incredible diversity of crafts, 
and decentralised production of most 
goods and services, across all villages and 
towns, with a massive investment in the 
small and medium sector enterprises.  

 It would entail substantial investments 
in public health, education, housing, 
transportation and other basic needs.  

Way forward 
 Soap, footwear, furniture, clothes, energy, 

and myriad other items of everyday use 
can be produced by community-run 
units across the country.  

 ‘Made in India’ should be ‘Handmade in 
India’ by local workers.  

 Government-sponsored programmes like 
Kudumbashree in Kerala and Jharcraft 
in Jharkhand show how they can be 
significantly scaled with state support.  

 A serious attempt at land reforms is 
needed including recognising collective 
rights over the commons: forests, 
grasslands, coastal and marine areas, 
biodiversity, wetlands, water, and 
knowledge.  

 Legislation similar to the Forest Rights 
Act, and community mobilisation to 
implement it, is needed for all other 
ecosystems. 

Conclusion 
 RND will succeed only if there is a 

fundamental move away from a 
privatised, capitalist economy, and an 
authoritarian state, and head-on tackling 
of casteism, patriarchy and other 
structures of inequality.  

For doubts and queries email us at 
doubts@officerspulse.com 
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RSTV BIG PICTURE 
 

1) Elections and Social Media 
 Assembly Elections in Bihar and by-

elections in some other states have been 
announced. 

 During the Covid-19 pandemic social 
media is likely to play a very important 
role in these elections. 

Relation between Elections and Social 
Media 

 In the past, social media had no role to 
play in elections rather than being just the 
publisher of political advertisements. 

 In the course of pandemic, social media 
has become important for the 
penetration of information among the 
larger groups or areas because it 
creates a 2 way communication and 
makes the communication more faster. 

 Social media has the potential to replace 
campaigns and different ways of 
propagation for elections may be missing. 

 Eg: Virtual rally instead of physical rally. 
 Thus, the political parties with larger 

areas of penetration get an advantage 
in social media. 

Section 126 of RPA act, 1951 
 Section 126 of the RP Act, 1951 prohibits 

election campaign activities through 
public meetings, processions, etc, and 
displaying of election matters by means of 
television and similar apparatus during 
the period of 48 hours before the hour 
fixed for conclusion of poll in a 
constituency. 

 During the last 48 hours before the voting 
day, star campaigners and other Political 
Leaders refrain from addressing the 
media by way of press conferences and 
giving interviews on election matters. 

Challenges 
 There are various concerns surrounding 

social media in terms of data protection, 
unrestricted access to personal data 
etc. 

 The model code of conduct has provisions 
regulating the media behaviour and 
media code is circulated by the election 
commission but the enforceability of 
laws is still a major concern. 

 The social media can provoke a series of 
incidents like fake news and can lead 
to a delay in the elections. 

Way Forward: 
 A strong communication mechanism 

needs to be developed for regulation of 
social media content. 

 Umesh Sinha Committee has 
recommended amending Section 126(1) 
of Representation of the People Act, 
1951 to impose the ‘campaign silence 
period’ on print, electronic media and 
intermediaries. 

 Section 126 of RPA Act prohibits 
displaying any election matter by means, 
inter alia, of television or similar 
apparatus, during the period of 48 hours 
before the hour fixed for conclusion of 
poll in a constituency. 

 The amplified minute fact checking 
infrastructure needs to be developed. 

 The laws should be made for making 
social media liable for its content. 

Conclusion 
 Thus, the upcoming elections might be a 

watershed election because it may 
provide a new dimension to further 
elections. 

 

2) Responsible AI for Social 
Empowerment 

 Governments and organizations around 
the world are investing in and focusing 
heavily on AI.  

 The pandemic has led the world to focus 
on new solutions for several problems 
through AI. 

Potential of AI Technology 
 In today's era, artificial intelligence has a 

huge potential and it can add up to 15 
trillion dollars to the world economy 
and around 1 trillion dollar to India. 

 It has a wide variety of applications 
across various sectors like healthcare, 
education, agriculture etc. 

 In June 2018, Niti Aayog released the 
paper on National strategy for AI where 
it recommended the AI for social 
empowerment and AI application in 
start ups and now there are around 150 
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AI based startups in the country which 
provides a wide range of solutions. 

 India needs to take a leadership position 
in AI and act as a garage where other 
countries can look for solutions. 

Areas for AI application 
 Healthcare- AI can be used to create a 

diagnosis system in rural areas where 
doctors availability is less, for developing 
personalised medicines, creating bio 
sensors etc. 

 It can be used for detecting TB, and 
monitoring of machines. 

 Agriculture- AI can provide precise 
agriculture solutions like advising 
farmers on aspects of sowing, 
providing weather data, yield 
assessment etc. 

 It can be used for smart cities mobility 
like collection of challans. 

 For identifying manufacturing defects, 
creating learning tools, flood 
forecasting etc. 

Limitations  
 The main drawback with AI technology is 

the communication issue with humans. 
 AI technology can be biased because of 

its communication issues. 
 Accountability is the major limitation for 

application of AI technology. 
 The lack of R&D and training in terms of 

AI technology is very limited. 
What needs to be done ahead? 
 The reskilling of people needs to be 

done through creation of AI training 
centres or centres of excellence. 

 The system can be reoriented by states 
involvement and by engaging with the 
other countries as well. 

 The upcoming generation should be 
trained for being digital ready. 

 Eg: teaching to interact with robots. 
 The futuristic AI policies need to be 

formulated. 
Conclusion 
 The possibilities are limitless which can 

be harnessed by proper laws and 
policies in place via increasing training 
and retaining talent. 

3) India -Myanmar bilateral ties 
 Recently, Foreign secretary Harsh 

Shringla and Indian Army chief Gen MM 

Naravane were in Myanmar on a two-day 
visit.  

 They met Myanmar’s state counsellor 
Aung San Suu Kyi for talks on taking 
forward bilateral relations in a wide range 
of areas. 

A glance at Indo-Myanmar relations 
 Myanmar has been a very important and 

significant neighbour for India in terms of 
India's neighborhood 1st policy and 
Act East policy. 

 Myanmar acts as a bridge for India in 
maintaining relations with ASEAN and 
BIMSTEC. 

 The relation between India and Myanmar 
is improving in terms of connectivity, 
security dimension and development. 

 Eg: India is creating a sittwe port in 
Myanmar through kaladan multimodal 
link which will act as a gateway to India's 
northeast region, trilateral highway 
project between India, Myanmar and 
Thailand. 

 India and Myanmar share a multifaceted 
relationship even in terms of security 
and strategic point of view. 

Areas of Concern 
 The major concern lies with the 

implementation of projects by India. 
 The drugs menace is an area of concern 

because many refugees are turning out to 
be smugglers. 

 The Rohingya issue in Bangladesh can 
be an irritant in India- Bangladesh 
relation. 

 The terrorist groups are training the 
refugees which can be a concern for 
future relations. 

 The influential role of China in Myanmar. 
Way Forward 
 There is a need to expand economic 

relations as well as trade relations. 
 Strategic development along with 

development of local areas for ethnic 
communities. 

 The ground assessment of political 
situation has to be done for smooth 
relations. 

 Autonomous relation with Myanmar is 
the need of the hour. 

 Military cooperation needs to be 
increased at a higher level. 

Conclusion 
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 India-Myanmar relations are rooted in 
shared historical, ethnic, cultural and 
religious ties and thus Myanmar needs to 

balance the relation with India as well as 
China for the future development. 

For doubts and queries email us at 
doubts@officerspulse.com   
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