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News @ a glance 
POLITY 

 

1) LOK-ADALAT 
About Lok Adalat: 
 The term ‘Lok-Adalat’ or 'People's Court’ 

is based on Gandhian Principles. 
 In other words it is a court for the people 

or rather for the benefit of people.  
 It is one of the components of the ADR 

system. Lok Adalat is another alternative 
to Judicial Justice. 

 Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) 
Mechanisms 

 ADR is a mechanism of dispute resolution 
that is non adversarial, i.e. working 
together cooperatively to reach the best 
resolution for everyone. 

 ADR can be instrumental in reducing the 
burden of litigation on courts, while 
delivering a well-rounded and satisfying 
experience for the parties involved. 

 National Legal Services Authority 
(NALSA) along with other Legal Services 
Institutions conducts Lok Adalats. 

 The State/District Legal Services 
Authority or the Supreme Court/High 
Court/Taluk Legal Services Committee 
may organise Lok Adalats at such 
intervals and places and for exercising 
such jurisdiction and for such areas as it 
thinks fit. 

 NALSA was constituted under the Legal 
Services Authorities Act, 1987 which 
came into force on 9th November 1995 to 
establish a nationwide uniform network 
for providing free and competent legal 
services to the weaker sections of the 
society. 

 The principal objective of NALSA is to 
ensure that opportunities for securing 
justice are not denied to any citizen by 
reason of economic or other disabilities, 
and to organize Lok Adalats for amicable 
settlement of disputes.  

 The Chief Justice of India is the Patron-in-
Chief of NALSA. 

Need of Lok Adalat: 
 Civil litigation in India is well known for 

pending cases flooded by adjournments, 
revision, appeals, cross-appeals etc. Due 
to this, litigants have to wait for a long 
time to seek justice from the Courts.  

 Thus, traditional Courts in India have 
become infamous for delays and its rigid 
procedural rules and expensiveness of 
litigation processes. 

 The Lok Adalat was conceptualized due to 
the drawbacks of the Indian legal system 
to provide efficient, effective, and low cost 
justice.  

 The evolution of this concept was a part of 
the plan to relieve the heavy burden on 
the Courts. 

Key Objectives: 
 To resolve the problem of delay in court 

proceedings. 
 To minimize the expenses in court of law. 
 To establish equity. 
 To fair and cheap procedural justice. 
 Justice for no cost. 
 Speedy justice- to overcome the problem 

of pendency of cases. 
Jurisdiction: 
 A Lok Adalat shall have jurisdiction to 

determine and to arrive at a compromise 
or settlement between the parties to a 
dispute in respect of: 

 Any case pending before any court, or 
 Any matter which is falling within the 

jurisdiction of any court and is not 
brought before such court. 

 Any case pending before the court can be 
referred to the Lok Adalat for settlement 
if: 

 Parties agree to settle the dispute in the 
Lok Adalat or one of the parties applies 
for referral of the case to the Lok Adalat 
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or court is satisfied that the matter can be 
solved by a Lok Adalat. 

 In the case of a pre-litigation dispute, the 
matter can be referred to the Lok Adalat 
on receipt of an application from any one 
of the parties to the dispute. 

 Matters such as matrimonial/family 
disputes, criminal (compoundable 
offences) cases, land acquisition cases, 
labour disputes, workmen’s 
compensation cases, bank recovery cases, 
etc. are being taken up in Lok Adalats. 

 However, the Lok Adalat shall have no 
jurisdiction in respect of any case or 
matter relating to an offence not 
compoundable under any law.  

 Compoundable offences are those that can 
be compromised, i.e. the complainant can 
agree to take back the charges levied 
against the accused, whereas, non – 
compoundable offences are the more 
serious offences in which the parties cannot 
compromise. 

Advantages : 
 The Lok Adalat is not bound by rigid 

procedural aspects of Criminal 
Procedure Code. 

 There is no need to deposit court fees in 
Lok-Adalat proceedings. On the other 
hand the court always charges heavy fees 
as per the litigation and nature of case. 

 If the parties already deposited the fees, 
the fees will be refunded after referring 
the dispute to Lok-Adalat. 

 The parties are free to appear before Lok-
Adalat personally or through their 
respective advocates. 

 Disputes can be directly referred to Lok-
Adalat instead of going to regular 
courts. The courts have power to give 
direction about the same to the parties. 

 The court has power to refer the cases to 
Lok-Adalat in order to avoid the delay in 
the case. 

 The decision of Lok-Adalat is binding on 
both parties. 

 Due to the mutual settlement between the 
parties no appeal lies against the 
decision of Lok-Adalat. 

 Lok-Adalat provides fast and 
inexpensive remedy with legal status. 

Why in News? 
 A daily wager in Odisha’s Kandhamal 

district has moved to Lok Adalat against 

the Prime Minister after he allegedly 
failed to get an Aadhaar card registered in 
his name despite 21 attempts. 

 

2) No-confidence motion  
What is a motion? 
 In parliamentary parlance it means any 

formal proposal made by a member for 
the purpose of eliciting a decision of the 
House.  

 If adopted (voted), it amounts to 
expressing the will of the House. Any 
matter of importance can be the subject of 
a motion. 

About No-Confidence motion: 
 Article 75 of the Constitution says that 

the council of ministers shall be 
collectively responsible to the Lok 
Sabha.  

 It means that the ministry stays in office 
so long as it enjoys confidence of the 
majority of the members of the Lok 
Sabha.  

 Lok Sabha can remove the ministry 
from office by passing a no confidence 
motion.  

No-confidence procedure 
 A no-confidence motion can be moved by 

any member of the House.  
 It can be moved only in the Lok Sabha 

and not Rajya Sabha.  
 Rule 198 of the Rules of Procedure and 

conduct of Lok Sabha specifies the 
procedure for moving a no-confidence 
motion.  

 The member has to give a written notice 
of the motion which will be read out by 
the Speaker in the House.  

 A minimum of 50 members have to 
accept the motion and accordingly, the 
Speaker will announce the date for 
discussion for the motion.  

 The allotted date has to be within 10 
days from the day the motion is accepted.  

 Otherwise, the motion fails and the 
member who moved the motion will be 
informed about it. 

 If the government is not able to prove its 
majority in the House, then the 
government of the day has to resign. 

 The modes by which voting can be 
conducted: 
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o Voice vote: In a voice vote, where the 
legislators respond orally. 

o Division vote: In case of a division vote, 
voting is done using electronic gadgets, 
slips or in a ballot box. 

o Ballot vote: Ballot box is usually a secret 
vote  

Why in News? 
 The no-confidence motion moved by the 

Opposition in the Karnataka Legislative 
Assembly against Chief Minister B.S. 
Yediyurappa was defeated by a voice vote. 

Voice Vote 
 It involves the speaker putting a question 

to the house and then asking the house to 
put forward its opinion in the forms of 
ayes (yes) or noes. 

 Based on a rough measure of which side 
was louder, the speaker decides if the 
motion was passed or fell through. 

 The advantage of a voice vote is that it is 
quick. 

 The apparent disadvantage is that it is 
inaccurate, given that the speaker decides 
what the opinion of the house is based on 
which side is louder. 

 

3) National Medical Commission 
About: 
 National Medical Commission (NMC) is an 

Indian regulatory body which regulates 
medical education and medical 
professionals. 

 The Commission grants recognition of 
medical qualifications, gives 
accreditation to medical schools, 
grants registration to medical 
practitioners, and monitors medical 
practice and assesses the medical 
infrastructure in India. 

 The NMC will have four separate 
autonomous boards:  

1) under-graduate medical education,  
2) post-graduate medical education,  
3) medical assessment and rating and  
4) ethics and medical registration. 

 It replaced the Medical Council of India 
(MCI) . 

 The NMC comprises a chairman, 10 ex-
officio members and 22 part-time 
members. 

 The ex-officio members include 
presidents of the four autonomous 
boards. 

Functions of the Board: 
 The commission will be responsible for 

approving and assessing medical colleges. 
 NMC aims to improve access to quality 

and affordable medical education, and 
ensure availability of adequate and high 
quality professionals across the country. 

 NMC will be an overarching body that will 
frame policies and co-ordinate the 
activities of the four autonomous boards. 

 It also provides for a common entrance 
examination for MBBS, the National 
Eligibility and Entrance Test (NEET), 
along with common counselling for all 
medical institutions in the country.  

 This provision will prevent seat blocking 
in parallel counselling processes and will 
eliminate the need for students to 
approach multiple colleges and take part 
in multiple counselling processes for 
admission. 

 The final year MBBS examination will be a 
nationwide exit test called NEXT, which 
will grant a licence to practice medicine, 
an MBBS degree, and entrance to 
postgraduate courses. 

 NEET and NEXT will also be applicable to 
institutes of national importance such as 
all the AIIMS, to ensure a common 
standard in the medical education sector 
in India. 

Why in News? 
 The National Medical Commission (NMC) 

replaced the Medical Council of India 
(MCI) as the apex regulator for medical 
education in India, according to a gazette 
notification issued by the government. 

For doubts and queries email us at: 
doubts@officerspulse.com 
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ENVIRONMENT  
 

 
1) China vows to go carbon 

neutral by 2060 
What is carbon neutrality? 
 Carbon neutrality is the equivalent of a 

net result of zero emissions. It means 
the sum of all the greenhouse gases that 
we put into and take out of the 
atmosphere should balance out to zero.  

 Achieving carbon neutrality is done by 
using renewable energy, growing more 
trees, minimising the current use of fossil 
fuels and also by purchasing carbon 
credits. 

 Achieving carbon neutrality by 2050 is 
the goal under Paris Climate Agreement 
2015. 

 Achieving carbon neutrality helps to cope 
up with global warming and reduce the 
effects of climate change. 

Why in the news? 
 China at the UN General Assembly has 

pledged to become carbon neutral by 
2060.  

 China has called for the GREEN FOCUS 
post COVID-19 crisis through which all 
countries can achieve the Paris agreement 
commitments.  

 China is presently the top greenhouse 
gases emitter whose emissions are equal 
to quarter of the total global emissions. 
The US is next in the chart but it has 
pulled out of the Paris Agreement.  

 China at the UN assembly blamed the US 
for disrupting the path of the world 
tackling global emissions. 

 

2) Bacteria Behind the death of 
330 Botswana elephants 

Cyanobacteria 
 Blue-green algae, also called 

cyanobacteria, are heterogeneous groups 
of prokaryotic (cells which lack nuclear 
membrane), principally photosynthetic 
(use light to produce their energy) 
organisms. 

 Cyanobacteria range in size from 0.5 to 60 
micrometres. They are widely distributed 
and are extremely common in freshwater, 
where they occur as members of both the 
plankton (organisms which sail on the 
water) and the benthos (organisms 
which are present in the waterbed) . 

 On land, cyanobacteria are common in 
soil down to a depth of 1 m (39 inches) or 
more; they also grow on moist surfaces of 
rocks and trees, where they appear in the 
form of cushions or layers. 

 Under favourable conditions, 
cyanobacteria can reproduce at explosive 
rates, forming dense concentrations 
called blooms. Cyanobacteria blooms can 
colour a body of water.  

Why in the news? 

 There was a report of 330 elephants dead 
in Botswana in July 2020. 

 To know more about the event refer PULSE 
5th edition. 

 Some scientists have predicted that 
toxins released by the cyanobacteria in 
the water systems may be the cause of the 
deaths of elephants.  

For doubts and queries email us at 
doubts@officerspulse.com  
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ECONOMY 
 

1) Minimum Support Price 
About MSP 
 Minimum Support Price (MSP) is a form 

of market intervention by the 
Government to insure agricultural 
producers against any sharp fall in farm 
prices.  

 The minimum support prices are 
announced by the Government at the 
beginning of the sowing season for 
certain crops on the basis of the 
recommendations of the Commission for 
Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP).  

About CACP 
 The Commission for Agricultural Costs & 

Prices is an attached office of the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers 
Welfare. It came into existence in 1965. 

 It is mandated to recommend MSPs to 
incentivize the cultivators to adopt 
modern technology and raise productivity 
and overall grain production in line with 
the emerging demand patterns in the 
country. 

 As of now, CACP recommends MSPs of 23 
commodities, which comprise 7 cereals 
(paddy, wheat, maize, sorghum, pearl 
millet, barley and ragi), 5 pulses (gram, 
tur, moong, urad, lentil), 7 oilseeds 
(groundnut, rapeseed-mustard, soyabean, 
seasmum, sunflower, safflower, niger 
seed), and 4 commercial crops (copra, 
sugarcane, cotton and raw jute). 

 CACP submits its recommendations to the 
government. The Cabinet Committee on 
Economic Affairs (CCEA) takes a final 
decision on the level of MSPs and other 
recommendations made by CACP. 

Why in News? 
 The Cabinet Committee on Economic 

Affairs has approved MSP hikes for six 
crops, including a 2.6% increase in the 
rate for wheat.  

 MSP rates were also hiked for five other 
winter crops -- barley, gram, lentil, 
safflower, and rapeseed and mustard. 

 The increase in MSP for kharif crops is in 
line with the Union Budget 2018-19 
announcement of fixing the MSPs at a 
level of at least 1.5 times of the all-

India weighted average cost of 
production, aiming at reasonably fair 
remuneration for the farmers. 

How is the production cost arrived at? 
 As per CACP, there are three definitions of 

production cost which includes A2, 
A2+FL and C2.  

o A2 covers all paid-out expenses, 
including cash and in kind. It includes 
costs on seeds, chemicals, hired labour, 
irrigation, fertilisers and fuel.  

o A2+FL covers actual paid cost and also 
unpaid family labour.  

o C2 cost method is more comprehensive 
and makes the calculation by including a 
wider range of inputs. It includes actual 
paid out costs, imputed value of family 
labour, interest on the value of owned 
capital assets, rent paid for leased-in 
land and the rental value of owned 
land. 

 Farmers have been demanding that MSP 
should be 1.5 times of C2. The National 
Commission on Farmers (NCF) headed 
by MS Swaminathan also recommended 
the C2 method to calculate MSP.  

 However, at present, MSP is calculated 
based on the A2+FL method. 

 

2) India’s external debt  
What is external debt? 
 External debt is the portion of a country's 

debt that is borrowed from foreign 
lenders through commercial banks, 
governments, or international financial 
institutions. 

 Governments and eligible corporations 
can raise loans from abroad.  

Components of external debt 
 India’s external debt includes  
1) Commercial Borrowings,  
2) Sovereign Borrowings,  
3) Non-Resident Deposits,  
4) Trade credits.  
Why in News? 
 As per the latest Finance Ministry report 

titled ‘India’s External Debt: A Status 
Report: 2019-2020’, India’s total 
external debt increased by 2.8% to 
$558.5 billion at the end of March mainly 
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on account of a rise in commercial 
borrowings. 

News in detail 
 The ratio of foreign currency reserves to 

external debt stood at 85.5% as at end-
March, compared to 76% in 2019 March. 

 External debt as a ratio to GDP rose 
marginally to 20.6%, from 19.8 %. 

 Loans from multilateral and bilateral 
sources under external assistance — 
the largest constituent of sovereign 
borrowings — grew 4.9% to $87.2 
billion.  

 

3) State Development Loans 
What are SDLs? 
 State Development Loans (SDLs) are 

market borrowings by state governments. 
The RBI issues these securities on their 
behalf, through auctions. 

 Purpose of issuing State Development 
Loans is to meet the budgetary needs of 
state governments.  

 Each state is allowed to issue securities 
up to a certain limit each year.  

 SDLs are eligible securities for Statutory 
Liquidity Ratio (SLR) and Liquidity 
adjustment facility (LAF) purposes, and 
are bought by banks, insurance 
companies, mutual funds, provident funds 
and other institutional investors. 

 In 2015, the Government allowed Foreign 
Portfolio Investors (FPIs) to buy SDLs 
up to 2% of outstanding SDLs in the 
market. 

Why in News? 
 Eleven States raised a total of ₹14,298 

crore at the auction of State government 
securities or State development loans 
(SDLs) held recently. 

4) Non-Banking Financial 
Company  

What is a Non-Banking Financial Company 
(NBFC)? 

 An NBFC is a company registered under 
the Companies Act, 1956 which provides 
banking services without meeting the 
legal definition of a bank.  

 They engage in the business of loans and 
advances, acquisition of shares, bonds, 
etc. issued by Government or local 
authority. They also deal in other 
marketable securities of a like nature, 

leasing, hire-purchase, insurance 
business, chit business. 

What is the difference between banks & 
NBFCs? 

 NBFCs lend and make investments and 
hence their activities are similar to that of 
banks; however there are a few 
differences: 

1) NBFC cannot accept demand deposits; 
2) NBFCs cannot issue cheques drawn on 

itself; 
3) Deposit insurance facility of Deposit 

Insurance and Credit Guarantee 
Corporation is not available to depositors 
of NBFCs, unlike in the case of banks. 

Examples of NBFCs 
 Housing Finance Companies, Merchant 

Banking Companies, Stock Exchanges, 
Companies engaged in the business of 
stock-broking/sub-broking, Venture 
Capital Fund Companies, Nidhi 
Companies, Insurance companies and Chit 
Fund Companies are examples of NBFCs. 

Does the Reserve Bank regulate all 
financial companies? 

No.  
 Housing Finance Companies are regulated 

by National Housing Bank, Merchant 
Banker/Venture Capital Fund 
Company/stock-exchanges/stock 
brokers/sub-brokers are regulated by 
Securities and Exchange Board of 
India, and Insurance companies are 
regulated by Insurance Regulatory and 
Development Authority.  

 Similarly, Chit Fund Companies are 
regulated by the respective State 
Governments and Nidhi Companies are 
regulated by the Ministry of Corporate 
Affairs.  

Why in News? 
 Loan disbursements by non-banking 

financial companies-microfinance 
institutions (NBFC-MFIs) declined 96% 
to ₹570 crore in the first quarter of the 
current financial year. 

 It had stood at ₹15,865 crore in the 
corresponding quarter of the previous 
year.  

 NBFC-MFI falls under the category of non-
deposit taking NBFC. 

 

5) CAG Report 
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What is the Operating ratio?   
 Operating ratio measures expenses as a 

proportion of revenue or the amount 
spent on every rupee earned. 

 A measure of expenditure against 
revenue, the operating ratio shows how 
efficiently the organisation is operating 
and how healthy its finances are.  

 For example: An operating ratio of 98 per 
cent means that the organisation spent Rs 
98 to earn Rs 100. 

 Lower the ratio, the healthier are the 
organisation's finances. 

What are Extra Budgetary Resources? 
 Extra Budgetary Resources (EBR) are 

those financial liabilities that are raised 
by public sector undertakings for which 
repayment of the entire principal and 
interest is done from the Central 
Government Budget.  

 Apart from budgetary spending, EBRs 
have also been mobilized to finance 
infrastructure investment since 2016-17.  

 These EBRs are not taken into account 
while calculating the Fiscal Deficit. 

 However, they are considered in the 
calculations of Government Debt. 

 The Union Budget 2020-21 proposes to 
raise EBR of Rs 57,004 crore in 2019-20 
BE which is 0.27 per cent of GDP.  

Why in News? 
 A recent Comptroller and Auditor General 

(CAG) report tabled in Parliament held 
that the Ministry of Railways had resorted 
to ‘window dressing’ for presenting the 
working expense and operating ratio for 
2018-19 in a better light. 

 The CAG noted that against the target of 
92.8% in the Budget Estimates, the 
operating ratio of railways was 
97.29% in FY19. This means railways 
spent ₹97.29 to earn ₹100. This, however, 
is an improvement from FY18’s 98.44%, 
the worst in ten years. 

 The CAG added that the Ministry of 
Railways resorted to Extra Budgetary 
Resources (EBR) for project financing 
2015-16 onwards. 

 It also added that inefficiency of zonal 
railways and weak monitoring by the 
Railway Board led to slow progress in 
projects that were to be completed during 
2015-20.  

 

6) State’s borrowing limit 
Background 
 In May 2020 as a part of the 

Aatmanirbhar Bharat package, the 
government allowed state governments 
to hike their borrowing limits from 3% to 
5% of Gross State Domestic Product 
(GSDP), translating into an additional 
borrowing space of Rs 4.28 lakh crore. 

 However, the Centre has attached 
conditions for the increased borrowing 
space, permitting only 0.5 per cent of 
GSDP as an unconditional increase.  

 Rest, 1 per cent will be in four tranches of 
0.25 per cent, with each tranche linked to 
expenditure on ‘One Nation One Ration’, 
urban local body revenues, power 
distribution, ease of doing business 
reforms. The last 0.5 per cent to be 
permitted if at least three of four 
milestones are reached. 

Why in News? 
 The Centre has permitted five States to 

borrow an additional ₹9,913 crore 
through open market borrowings to meet 
expenditure requirements amid falling 
revenues due to the COVID-19 crisis. 

 These States are A.P., Telangana, Goa, 
Karnataka and Tripura. The permission 
was accorded after these States met the 
reform condition of implementation of the 
‘One Nation One Ration Card’ system. 

  
For doubts and queries email us at: 

doubts@officerspulse.com  
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
 

1) United Nations Security 
Council  

About UNSC 
 The United Nations Security Council 

(UNSC) was established in 1946 as one of 
the six principal organs of the UN. It is 
generally viewed as the apex of the UN 
system.  

 It is responsible for the maintenance of 
international peace and security.  

 Its powers include the establishment of 
peacekeeping operations, the 
establishment of international sanctions, 
and the authorization of military action 
through Security Council resolutions. 

 It is the only UN body with the authority 
to issue binding resolutions to member 
states. 

Membership 
 UNSC consists of 15 Members. 
 The council has five permanent 

members (P-5) United States, Russia, 
China, United Kingdom and France.  

 These permanent members can veto any 
substantive Security Council resolutions, 
including those on the admission of new 
member states. 

 The Security Council also has 10 non-
permanent members, elected on a 
regional basis as follows:  

a. five for African and Asian States;  
b. one for Eastern European States;  
c. two for the Latin American and Caribbean 

States; and  
d. two for Western European and other 

States. 
 Each year the 193-member UN General 

Assembly (UNGA) elects five non-
permanent members for a two-year term.  

 The body's presidency rotates monthly 
among its members.  

Vote and Majority Required 
 Each member of the Security Council shall 

have one vote. 
 Decisions of the Security Council on 

procedural matters shall be made by an 
affirmative vote of nine members. 

 Decisions of the Security Council on all 
other matters shall be made by an 
affirmative vote of nine members 

including the concurring votes of the 
permanent members. 

 However, any member, whether 
permanent or nonpermanent, must 
abstain from voting in any decision 
concerning the peaceful settlement of a 
dispute to which it is a party. 

India's quest for permanent seat in UNSC 
 For decades, India has sought a 

comprehensive reform of the UNSC and 
permanent membership at the Council. 

 The arguments put forward India 
centered on four aspects for making the 
Council more representative: Expansion 
of Membership, Veto power, Regional 
Representation & Relationship 
Between Security Council and General 
Assembly. 

Expansion of Membership 
 In India’s eyes, no reform of the UN is 

complete without the composition of the 
Security Council changing to reflect 
contemporary realities of the twenty-first 
century.  

 This requires expansion in the 
membership of the Security Council in 
both the permanent and non – permanent 
categories. 

 India has also highlighted the need of 
Africa to be represented in both 
categories.  

Veto power 
 On the question of veto, Indian position is 

fully aligned with G4, L.69 and Africa who 
have called for the abolition of veto. 

 The G4 nations comprise Brazil, Germany, 
India, and Japan which support each 
other's bids for permanent seats on the 
UNSC. 

 L.69 is a group of developing countries 
from Africa, Latin America and the 
Caribbean, Asia and the Pacific. They form 
a major bloc that is united by the common 
cause of achieving the lasting and 
comprehensive reform of the UNSC. 

Regional Representation 
 On the question of regional 

representation, India has argued for an 
equitable geographical representation 
and the urgent need for mitigating the 
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non-representation and under-
representation of some regions in both 
the permanent and the non-permanent 
categories.  

 The UN has three of the five permanent 
members from one region alone while the 
regions of Africa, Latin America, three-
fourths of Asia including the Arab states, 
the entire Central and Eastern Europe, the 
Caribbean states and the Small Island 
developing states remain excluded from 
the functioning of the Security Council. 

 The Security Council, for India, needs to 
reflect contemporary realities and 
provide adequate representation to all 
regions of the world.  

Relationship Between Security Council and 
General Assembly 

 On the issue of the relationship between 
the Security Council and the General 
Assembly, in India’s view, it should not be 
competitive or adversarial, but “one of 
synergy and complementarity” which 
benefits the UN objectives of the 
promotion of international  peace and 
security.  

 A relationship with the General Assembly 
based on transparency, mutual trust and 
frequent interaction with all Member 
States will increase the credibility of the 
Council that includes increase in dialogue 
between the Council and the Assembly.  

 India thus has called for a greater 
transparency and consistency to improve 
the relationship between the two.  

What is the issue? 
 India’s attempt to find a permanent place 

at the UNSC has always been opposed by 
Pakistan and China. 

 China, which has veto power in the UNSC 
being one of its five permanent members, 
has been stonewalling India's efforts to 
become permanent member of the UNSC, 
pointing out lack of consensus even 
though the other four -- US, UK, France 
and Russia -- have backed New Delhi's 
membership. 

 An informal "coffee club", comprising 40-
odd member states (including Italy, Spain, 
Australia, Canada, South Korea, Argentina 
and Pakistan) has been instrumental in 
holding back reforms to the UNSC. Most 
members of the club are middle-sized 
states who oppose bigger regional powers 

grabbing permanent seats in the UN 
Security Council. 

Why in News? 
 Foreign Ministers from the Group of 4 — 

India, Brazil, Japan and Germany — a 
group that is seeking permanent 
membership of the UN Security Council, 
met virtually to further their objective. 
The four countries stressed delivering 
concrete outcomes, in writing and within 
a time frame. 

 

2) Foreign Minister’s meet 
About SAARC 
   The South Asian Association for Regional 

Cooperation (SAARC) was established in 
19 85 with 7 founding members. 

 SAARC now comprises eight Member 
States: Afghanistan (joined in 2007), 
Bangladesh,  Bhutan, India, Maldives, 
Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. 

  There are nine observer countries 
namely Australia, China, European Union, 
Iran, Japan,  Mauritius, Myanmar, South 
Korea, and the United States. 

  The Secretariat of the Association is 
located in Kathmandu, Nepal. 

About CICA 
 Conference on Interaction and Confidence 

Building Measures in Asia (CICA) is a 
forum aimed at enhancing cooperation 
through elaborating multilateral 
approaches towards promoting peace, 
security and stability in Asia.  

 CICA was established in 1992.  
 It currently has 27 members including 

India. India has been a member right 
since CICA's inception.  

 CICA Secretariat, the administrative body 
of CICA is located in Nur-Sultan, 
Kazakhstan. 

Why in News? 
 Recently, India participated at the Foreign 

Minister’s meetings of the South Asian 
Association for Regional Cooperation and 
the Conference on Interaction and 
Confidence-Building Measures in Asia. 

 External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar 
listed a number of measures taken by 
India in the past few months including the 
SAARC Leaders video-conference 
convened by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, a COVID-19 Information 
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Exchange Platform (COINEX), a SAARC 
Food Bank mechanism, as well as the 
SAARC COVID-19 Emergency Fund, to 
which India has contributed $10 million. 

 

3) Asian Infrastructure 
Investment Bank  

About AIIB 
 The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 

(AIIB) is an international development 
bank that provides financing for 
infrastructure projects in Asia.  

 Headquartered in Beijing, it began 
operations in 2016.  

 It includes 102 members worldwide 
(India is a founder member of AIIB).  

 AIIB consists of two classes of 
membership: regional and non-regional 
members. Regional members hold 75% 
of the total voting power in the Bank. 

 China is the largest shareholder with 
26.64 per cent voting shares in the bank. 
India is the second largest shareholder 
with 7.6 per cent voting shares followed 
by Russia 6.0 per cent. 

 India is the biggest borrower of AIIB. 

 
Why in News? 
 Out of the $20 billion in loans issued by 

the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, 
about $6 billion has gone to India, the 
bank’s second-largest shareholder after 
China. 

For doubts and queries email us at: 
doubts@officerspulse.com 
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

1) Bamboo and Immunity 
What’s in the news? 
 ‘World Bamboo Day’ was celebrated 

recently (September 18). 
 25 experts from 11 countries met digitally 

to discuss the productive uses of bamboo. 
Uses of Bamboo 
 Bamboo shoots are emerging as high-

value and safe edibles and growing in 
utility globally along with all other value-
added bamboo products. The protein 
content in fresh bamboo shoots, 
considered as nutraceutical, can range 
between 1.49-4.04%. They also contain 
17 amino acids, eight of which are 
essential for the human body. 

 The tallest grass on earth has been a key 
ingredient in new antimicrobial soaps 
developed by scientists to fight the novel 
coronavirus. 

About Bamboo: 
 According to the National Bamboo 

Mission, India has the highest area (13.96 
million hectares) under bamboo and is 
the second richest country after China 
in terms of bamboo diversity with 136 
species.  

 The annual production of bamboo in India 
is 14.6 million tonnes and the bamboo-
rattan industry in the country was worth 
₹28,005 crore in 2017. 

 China exports 68% of the world’s bamboo 
and rattan products. 

National Bamboo Mission (NBM) 
  It aims to inter-alia supplement farm 

income of farmers with focus on the 
development of complete value chain of 
bamboo sector linking growers with 
industry. 

 The NBM will be a sub-scheme of 
National Mission on Sustainable 
Agriculture (NM  SA) under the 
umbrella scheme Krishonnati Yojana. 

 The Mission envisages promoting holistic 
growth of the bamboo sector by 
adopting area-based, regionally 
differentiated strategy and to increase the 
area under bamboo cultivation and 
marketing. Under the Mission, steps have 
been taken to increase the availability of 

quality planting material by supporting 
the setting up of new nurseries and 
strengthening of existing ones. 

 Recently the government permitted 
felling and transit of bamboo grown in 
non-forest areas. Government amended 
the Indian Forest Act, 1927 to exclude 
bamboo from the definition of tree 
under the Indian Forest Act, claiming it 
would improve the earnings of tribals and 
dwellers living around forests.  

 However, bamboo grown on forest lands 
would continue to be classified as a tree 
and would be guided by the existing legal 
restrictions. 

 

2) Efficacy of Covid vaccine 
Why in News? 
 A potential COVID-19 vaccine ought to 

confer at least 50% protection and be 
able to either prevent infection or disease 
— but not necessarily both — according 
to draft guidelines issued by the Central 
Drugs and Standards Control 
Organisation. 

What the other Organizations say 
 These guidelines are similar to standards 

set by the World Health Organization 
(WHO) as well as peer international 
regulatory organisations such as the 
United States Food and Drug 
Administration (USFDA). 

 In animal trials, all animals are 
deliberately infected with the SARS-CoV-2 
virus and the responses of the vaccinated 
and unvaccinated group are compared. 

 Because such deliberate infections are not 
allowed in people, trial designers deploy 
statistical techniques to decide on 
whether the administration of the vaccine 
has a  protective effect 

 The WHO says for a vaccine that safety, 
immunogenicity and efficacy are the 
three  criteria. 

  Though the aim is 100% efficacy, it is 
unlikely to achieve since its respiratory 
infection, and so the target is 50% and 
above. 

Additional Information 
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Central Drugs Standard Control 
Organization  

 The Central Drugs Standard Control 
Organization (CDSCO) is the Central Drug 
Authority for discharging functions 
assigned to the Central Government 
under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act. 

 Major Functions are - Regulatory control 
over the import of drugs, approval of 
new drugs and clinical trials, meetings 
of Drugs Consultative Committee (DCC) 
and Drugs Technical Advisory Board 
(DTAB), approval of certain licenses as 
Central License    Approving Authority 

 It comes under the Ministry of Health & 
Family Welfare. 

Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI) 

 It is a department of Central Drugs 
Standard Control Organization 

 DCGI is responsible for approval of 
licences of specified categories of drugs 
such as  blood and blood products, IV 
fluids, vaccines and sera in India. 

 

3) Cloud computing for better 
flood inundation mapping 

What’s in the news? 
 Using openly accessible satellite data 

and a cloud computing platform, an 
international team has now developed a 
powerful tool for a near real-time 
mapping of flood extent. Maps showing 
where flooding may occur or flood 
inundation maps can help in better flood 
risk preparedness. 

How does the tool work? 
 The paper published recently notes the 

new flood inundation maps showed an 
accuracy of over 94%. 

 Space-based sensors known as synthetic 
aperture radar (SAR) have been used 
widely for monitoring and mapping of 
flood-water inundation. 

 SAR is capable of acquiring data in all-
weather condition, making it useful for 
mapping and monitoring flood inundation 
areas. 

 These sensors operate on the 
constellation of two SAR satellites 
belonging to the Copernicus Programme 
launched by the European Space 
Agency. 

 The data from the satellites was utilised 
on a cloud-based platform known as 
Google Earth Engine (GEE) for the rapid 
processing of big data. The GEE also has 
publicly made available numerous 
satellite image collections and has 
functions for image processing and 
analysis. 

 The team studied water inundation maps 
from 2015 and their analysis was clearly 
able to show the areas submerged 
underwater in 2018. 

 Once you have the data, it just takes a few 
minutes as you can apply machine 
learning and computer vision 
techniques to quickly generate the 
water inundation maps. This can help 
swiftly deploying the rescue team and 
rescue operations can be started 
immediately 

Future flood Predictions 
 The team also analysed the rainfall data 

from 1981 to 2018 and were able to 
predict the major reasons behind this 
flood. 

 The monsoon season of Kerala has seen 
an increasing rainfall trend and this has 
played a major role. This also depicts that 
more floods are likely to happen in the 
near future. Other studies have also 
pointed out that the flooding event would 
have not taken place if the capacity of the 
major six reservoirs would have been 
34% more. 

 The 2018 Kerala rains have taught us 
many lessons and now with these real-
time mapping we can be better prepared 
during the time of the disaster. 

 Cloud computing platforms and 
satellite data are also being used by 
researchers for landslide prediction, 
drought forecasting, crop monitoring 
and avalanche forecasting. 

Additional Details 
What is cloud computing? 
 Cloud computing is the delivery of 

different services through the Internet, 
including data storage, servers, databases, 
networking, and software. Cloud-based 
storage makes it possible to save files to a 
remote database and retrieve them on 
demand. 

Synthetic Aperture Radar 
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 Synthetic-aperture radar is a form of 
radar that is used to create two-
dimensional images or three-
dimensional reconstructions of objects, 
such as landscapes 

Copernicus program 

 Copernicus Programme is the Earth 
Observation Programme managed by the 
European Space Agency (ESA) in 
collaboration with the European Union 
(EU). 

 This programme enables high quality and 
continuous observation of earth. 

 It focuses on the following areas 
 Atmosphere –air quality, the ozone layer, 

emissions, solar radiation, climate forcing. 
 Marine –marine safety, marine resources, 

seasonal forecasting, coastal and marine 
environment. 

 Land –land cover, land use mapping, 
systematic monitoring of biophysical 
matter etc. 

 Climate Change – scientists, planners, 
policymakers are users of this service. 

 Security – provides support on border 
surveillance and maritime surveillance. 

 Emergency – Provides advance 
information on floods, fire, droughts etc. 

Government schemes on Cloud computing 
& Artificial Intelligence 

 National Strategy On Artificial 
Intelligence- the government mandated 
NITI Aayog to establish the National 
Program on AI, with a view to guiding the 
research and development in new and 
emerging technologies. NITI Aayog has 
adopted a three-pronged approach – 
undertaking exploratory proof-of-concept 
AI projects in various areas, crafting a 
national strategy for building a vibrant AI 
ecosystem in India and collaborating with 
various experts and stakeholders 

 In an attempt to achieve the goal of 
becoming a $5 Trillion economy, the 
Indian government’s think-tank NITI 
Aayog recently released an approach 
paper to set up India’s first AI-specific 
cloud computing infrastructure called 
‘AIRAWAT’ (AI Research, Analytics and 
Knowledge Assimilation platform).  The 
platform aims to guide the research and 
development of new and emerging 
technologies. 

 AIRAWAT will be established based on 
the recommendations made by the 
National Strategy for Artificial 
Intelligence (NSAI). Under AIRAWAT, 
the Indian government plans to tackle the 
challenges associated with lack of access 
to computing resources. Going ahead, the 
government will be building AI-specific 
computing infrastructure that will help 
the computing needs of Centres of 
Research Excellence (COREs), 
International Centers Transformational AI 
(ICRAIs) and Innovation Hubs. 

 Government of India has embarked upon 
an ambitious initiative - "GI Cloud" which 
has been named as 'MeghRaj'. This 
initiative is to implement various 
components including governance 
mechanisms to ensure proliferation of 
Cloud in the government. 

 The focus of this initiative is to accelerate 
delivery of e-services in the country 
while optimizing ICT spending of the 
Government. 

 MeghRaj will ensure optimum utilization 
of the infrastructure and speed up the 
development and deployment of eGov 
applications. 

For doubts and queries email us at: 
doubts@officerspulse.com  
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ART & CULTURE 
 
1) Kakati Devi temple 
What’s in the news? 
 A temple constructed by Emperor 

Ganapati Deva, a mighty ruler of 
Kakatiya dynasty, in Dharanikota near 
present Andhra Pradesh capital 
Amaravathi has been converted  into an 
abode of local goddess Balusulamma 
(Goddess Durga). 

About the temple 
 The presiding deity at this 13th century 

temple was Kakati Devi, the tutelary 
deity of Kakatiya rulers. Due to ravages 
of time and for no upkeep, the presiding 
deity got damaged.  

 The temple was constructed by emperor 
Ganapati Deva. 

 The ceiling bears decorations of lotus 
medallions and no sikhara on its top. 
These architectural features are totally 
akin to their counterparts found in 
shrines at Hanamkonda and Warangal 
fort etc., - the original homeland of the 
Kakatiya dynasty. 

  Ganapati Deva is the first king who 
introduced the worship of Kakati Devi 
into the coastal region of Andhra and 
outside the dominions of his kingdom 

  
Specialities of the idol 
 The goddess is gracefully seated in 

Padmasana with eight hands. Her facial 
physiognomic features are oval, 
distinguished with slender cheeks, wide 
open eyes, an elongated nose and closed 
tender pair of lips.  

 She has eight hands and poses eight 
different special attributes. Her lower 
right hand is benevolently blessing the 
devotees. 

 
Additional Details 
Kakatiya Dynasty 
 The Kakatiya dynasty was a South Indian 

dynasty whose capital was Orugallu, now 
known as Warangal. It was eventually 
conquered by the Delhi Sultanate. 

 They were known for the construction of 
multiple tanks for irrigation and 
drinking water. 

 Most of the Kakatiya records do not 
mention the varna (social class) of the 
family, but the majority of the ones that 
do, proudly describe them as Shudra. 
Examples are  the Bothpur and 
Vaddamanu inscriptions of Ganapati's 
general Malyala Gunda senani.  

 The Kakatiyas also maintained marital 
relations with other Shudra families, such 
as the Kotas and the Natavadi chiefs. All 
these evidences indicate that the 
Kakatiyas were of Shudra origin. 

 A few copper-plate inscriptions of the 
Kakatiya family describe them as 
belonging to the Kshatriya (warrior) 
varna.  The term "Kshatriya" in these 
panegyric records appears to signify the 
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family's warrior-like qualities rather than 
their actual varna 

 Some of the important  constructions 
under the Kakatiyas are: 

 Thousand Pillar Temple (Rudreshwara 
Swamy Temple) It is a star-shaped, triple 
shrine (Trikutalayam) dedicated to 
Vishnu, Shiva and Surya. 

 Golconda Fort in Hyderabad- Later, it 
became the capital of the Qutb Shahi 
kings. (The Qutb Shahi dynasty ruled the 
Golconda Sultanate in south India from 
1518 AD to 1687 AD) 

 Ramappa Temple also known as the 
Ramalingeswara temple- The temple is a 
shiva temple, where Lord 
Ramalingeswara is worshipped. Marco 
Polo, during his visit to the Kakatiya 
Empire, allegedly called the temple "the 
brightest star in the galaxy of temples" 

Kakatiya Dynasty and Koh-i-Noor 
 Koh-i-Noor was acquired by Alauddin 

Khalji, second ruler of the Khalji dynasty 
of the Delhi Sultanate, when he invaded 
the kingdoms of southern India at the 
beginning of the 14th century and was 
probably in the possession of the 
Kakatiya dynasty (possibly from the 
Golconda mines). It later passed to 
succeeding dynasties of the Sultanate, and 
Babur received the diamond in 1526 as a 
tribute for his conquest of Delhi and Agra 
at the Battle of Panipat. 

King Ganapati Deva 
 King Ganapati Deva significantly 

expanded Kakatiya lands during the 
1230s when he launched a series of 
attacks outside the dynasty's traditional 
Telangana region and thus brought under 
Kakatiya control the Telugu-speaking 
lowland delta areas around the Godavari 
and Krishna rivers.  

 Ganapati Deva was keen to bolster the 
dynasty's economy. He encouraged 
merchants to trade abroad, abolishing 
all taxes except for a fixed duty and 
supporting those who risked their lives to 
travel afar. He created the man-made 
Pakhal Lake. 

 

2) Trami Tradition 
Why in News? 

 The unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic, , 
has hit the Kashmir Valley’s centuries-
old culinary tradition of ‘trami’ — 
eating together from one plate during 
weddings. 

About the tradition 
 In ‘Trami’, four guests join in 

simultaneously to have their portion of 
food from around a circular 2X2 ft 
decorated copper plate. 

 Affluence attained by locals during the 
Sultan period, especially during eighth 
Sultan Zain-ul-Abidin, between 1418 
and 1470, saw popularization of 
‘Trami’. 

 Since then, it has become central to 
weddings, with very minor changes in the 
sequencing of dishes over the centuries 

 Serving of ‘Wazwan’ (array of meat 
dishes) on ‘Trami’ during weddings was 
adopted increasingly by the local 
population during the Sultan period in the 
14th century and it became a unique 
feature. 

Additional Details 
Zain-ul-Abidin 
 Ghiyas-ud-Din Zain-ul-Abidin (reigned: 

1418–1419 and 1420–1470 was the 
eighth sultan (Shah Mir dynasty) of 
Kashmir. He was known by his subjects 
as Bud Shah (the Great King). The Shah 
Mir dynasty was a dynasty that ruled the 
region of Kashmir in the Indian 
subcontinent. The dynasty is named after 
its founder, Shah Mir. During the rule of 
the dynasty from 1339 to 1561, Islam was 
firmly established in Kashmir. 

 Zain-ul-Abidin had a liberal religious 
policy, promoted literature, art and 
architecture due to which he was called 
the 'Akbar of Kashmir'. 

 He  enforced the system of responsibility 
of the village communities for local 
crimes. He regulated the price of the 
commodities. 

 He brought back to Kashmir all the 
Hindus who had left on account of the 
repressive policy of Sikander Shah. Those 
who wanted to revert to Hinduism were 
given freedom to do so. They restored 
their grants, libraries and temples. 

 He abolished ‘Jizya’ and forbade cow 
slaughter. He also appointed Hindus on 
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high posts in administration established 
matrimonial relations with the Hindus 

 

3) Indian Museum in Kolkata  
About the Indian Museum 
 Founded in 1814 by the Asiatic society, 

it is the oldest museum on the sub-
continent and houses a range of 
antiquities. It is situated in Kolkata. 

 The Indian Museum is an autonomous 
organisation under the Ministry of 
Culture. 

Why in News? 
 A report by Comptroller and Auditor 

General has found that renovation works 
at the Indian Museum in Kolkata were 
carried out without following the 
necessary conservation process, leading 
to damages of priceless artefacts. 

Additional details 
Asiatic Society 
 The Asiatic Society was founded by civil 

servant Sir William Jones on 15 January 
1784. 

 It aimed to enhance and further the 
cause of Oriental research. 

Ministry of Culture 
 The Ministry of Culture is the Indian 

government ministry charged with 
preservation and promotion of art and 
culture of India. 

 Archaeological Survey of India is an 
attached office of the ministry 

 Not all Museums are administered by 
the Ministry of Culture. 

 Some of the schemes by the Ministry of 
Culture are: Rashtriya Sanskriti 
Mahotsav, Project MAUSAM, Seva Bhoj 
scheme, Adarsh Smarak scheme, Jatan 
and Darshak, Junior Heritage Mistri 
Scheme. 

 

4) Bru resettlement 
What’s in the news? 
 More local communities in Tripura are up 

in arms against the resettlement of the 
Brus displaced from adjoining Mizoram. 

Current situation 
 Members of the Halam community, a 

Scheduled Tribe of Tripura, also called 

Riam, prevented surveyors from 
assessing land in a North Tripura district. 

 People belonging to the Manipuri and 
Muslim communities in the area too 
protested the proposed settlement of Bru 
refugees in the area. 

 The issue cited by the protestors against 
Bru resettlement is that land and 
resources are very limited and sharing 
them with Brus (who belong  to a 
different community) will leave them  
with nothing. 

 The locals here practice jhum or shifting 
cultivation on the wooded slopes. 

 For full details about Bru resettlement, 
refer Pulse 8 (August 2nd to August 8th 
- 2020) or visit : 
https://officerspulse.com/brus-reject-
resettlement-sites/ 

Additional Details 
Halam Community 
 The Halam community are various tribes 

native to the state of Tripura and Assam 
Mizoram in India 

 As per their oral tradition they called 
themselves as "Riam", which means 
"Human being" 

Jhum Cultivation 

 Shifting cultivation, locally called 'Jhum', 
is a widely practiced amongst the 
indigenous communities of Northeast 
India. 

 Also known as slash-and-burn 
agriculture, here farmers clear land by 
slashing vegetation and burning forests to 
create clear land for agricultural 
purposes. 

 The whole process gives a family its food, 
fodder, fuel, livelihood and it is closely 
linked to their identity. 

 In 2017. a NITI Aayog publication- 
"Shifting Cultivation: Towards a 
Transformational Approach" on 
shifting cultivation has recommended 
that the Ministry of Agriculture should 
take up a “mission on shifting cultivation” 
to ensure inter-ministerial convergence. 

For doubts and queries email us at: 
doubts@officerspulse.com 
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DEFENCE 
1) Rafale 
About Rafale 
 The Rafale is a twin-jet fighter aircraft 

able to operate from both an aircraft 
carrier and a shore base. 

 Equipped with a wide range of weapons, 
the Rafale is designed to carry out air 
dominance, aerial reconnaissance, ground 
support, in-depth strike, anti-ship strike 
and nuclear deterrence missions. 

 Rafale are "omnirole" fighters with the 
ability to perform multiple mission types 
simultaneously. The Rafale jets will be a 
crucial enhancement to India’s Medium 
Multi-role Combat Aircraft (MMCA) 
fleet. 

 The biggest advantage of Rafale is that it 
is capable of delivering nuclear weapons. 

 In 2016, India signed a Rs 59,000 crore 
contract for 36 Rafale fighters with 
French firms Dassault Aviation and 
MBDA. 

 As per the agreement, the vendors 
Dassault Aviation and MBDA proposed to 
discharge 30 per cent of their offset 
obligation by offering high technology to 
DRDO (Defence Research and 
Development Organisation). 

What is an offset clause? 
 Under defence offset, a foreign supplier 

of equipment agrees to manufacture a 
given percent of his product (in terms 
of value) in the buying country. 
Sometimes this may take place with 
technology transfer. 

 To develop the Indian defence industry 
and bring in high technologies, the offset 

policy was adopted by India in 2005 for 
all capital defence purchases above Rs 
300 crore made through imports. The 
foreign vendor, or Original Equipment 
Manufacturer (OEM), was required to 
invest at least 30 per cent of the value of 
the purchase in India’s defence or 
aerospace sectors. 

 The DPP (Defence Procurement and 
Procedure (DPP)) 2016 increased the 
threshold of defence offset to Rs 2000 
crore from Rs 300 crores. This means for 
those purchases of above Rs 2000 crore 
the foreign company has to ensure 30% 
domestic value addition in India. 

Why in News? 
 In a report tabled in the Parliament, the 

Comptroller and Auditor General 
(CAG) said that Dassault Aviation and 
European missile maker MBDA have not 
delivered on its promises regarding 
transfer of technology. 

 CAG submitted that the foreign vendors 
made various offset commitments to 
qualify for the main supply contract but 
later, were not earnest about fulfilling 
these commitments. 

Additional details 
Defence Acquisition Council 
 It is the highest decision-making body 

in the Ministry of Defence for deciding on 
new policies and capital acquisitions 
for the Army, Navy, Air Force and the 
Indian Coast Guard. 

 The Minister of Defence is the Chairman 
of the Council. 
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PIB ANALYSIS 
 

1) YuWaah  
About YuWaah Initiative: 
 YuWaah is a multi-stakeholder alliance by 

UNICEF ,Generation Unlimited which 
aims to facilitate youth to gain relevant 
skills for productive lives and the 
future of work.  

 UNICEF in 2018 initiated the Generation 
Unlimited partnership at the global level. 
Generation Unlimited provides an agenda 
that is universal in nature – all countries 
can and must do more to support the 
education, skills, and empowerment of 
young people. 

 The target age group of YuWaah includes 
adolescent girls and boys.  

Key objectives : 
 Support young people by providing 

entrepreneurship classes (online and 
offline) with successful entrepreneurs 
and experts, towards establishing 
entrepreneurial mindset among young 
people. 

 Upskilling young people on 21st century 
skills, life skills, digital skills through 
online and offline channels and 
supporting them through self-learning, 
for their productive lives and the future of 
work. 

 Create linkages with aspirational 
economic opportunities to connect young 
people with employment opportunities, 
including building pathways to connect 
them with jobs or self-employment. For 
this, innovative solutions and technology 
platforms will be engaged to maximize 
the scale and reach. 

 Providing career guidance support to 
young people through career portal as 
well as through job-readiness and self-
exploration sessions to make young 
people career-ready. 

Why in News? 
 Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports and 

United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF) 
have signed a “Statement of Intent” to 
establish YuWaah, Generation Unlimited 
(GenU), a global multi-stakeholder 
platform in India. 

 

2) Social Security for AWWs, 
Women and Children during 
Pandemic 

 Various Insurance Schemes as a part of 
the Social Security benefits for Anganwadi 
Workers (AWWs)/ Anganwadi Helpers 
(AWHs) are provided by the government. 
Important insurance schemes are as 
follows: 

 Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima 
Yojana (PMJJBY): AWWs and AWHs in 
the age group of 18 to 50 years are 
covered under PMJJBY for life cover of 
Rs.2.00 lakh (covers life risk, death due to 
any reason). 

 Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana 
(PMSBY): AWWs and AWHs in the age 
group of 18-59 years are covered under 
PMSBY for accident cover of Rs. 2.00 
Lakh (for accidental death and 
permanent full disability) /Rs.1.00 Lakh 
(for partial but permanent disability). 

 Anganwadi Karyakartri Bima Yojana 
(AKBY) (modified): AWWs/AWHs in the 
age group of 51 to 59 years  are covered 
under the AKBY (modified) as long as 
they are engaged for life cover of 
Rs.30,000/- (covers life risk, death due to 
any reason). 

 Scholarships to their children studying in 
9th to 12th Standard (including ITI 
courses). Scholarship of Rs.300/- per 
quarter per child is available for two 
children per family. 

Why in News? 
 This information was given in a written 

reply by the Union Minister of Women 
and Child Development. 

 

3) Development of Women and 
Children 

 The Ministry of Women & Child 
Development implements following 
schemes to promote the development of 
women and children across the country: 

Anganwadi Services:  
 Anganwadi Services under Umbrella 

Integrated Child Development Services 
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(ICDS) Scheme is a centrally sponsored 
scheme, aiming at holistic development of 
children below 6 years of age and 
pregnant women & lactating mothers, 
by providing a package of six services 
comprising  

a. Supplementary nutrition;  
b. Pre-school non-formal education;  
c. Nutrition and health Education;  
d. Immunization;  
e. Health check-up; and  
f. Referral services through Anganwadi 

Centres at grassroots level.  
 As Anganwadi Services is a Centrally 

Sponsored Scheme, the overall 
management and monitoring regarding 
implementation of the ICDS Scheme are 
being done by the concerned State 
Government/UT Administration. 

POSHAN Abhiyaan:  
 POSHAN Abhiyaan was launched in March 

2018, to comprehensively address the 
problem of malnutrition in the 
Country.  

 The goals of POSHAN Abhiyaan are to 
reduce stunting, undernutrition, 
anemia (among young children, women 
and adolescent girls) and reduce low 
birth weight by 2%, 2%, 3% and 2% 
per annum respectively. 

Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana:  
 The Ministry of Women and Child 

Development implements Pradhan Mantri 
Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY), a 
Centrally Sponsored Conditional Cash 
Transfer Scheme . 

 The maternity benefit under this scheme 
is available to eligible beneficiaries for the 
first living child of the family and Rs. 
5,000/- is provided to the eligible 
beneficiary in three installments 
during pregnancy and lactation in 
response to individuals fulfilling certain 
nutrition and health seeking conditions.  

 The eligible beneficiary also receives the 
remaining cash incentive as per approved 
norms towards maternity benefit under 
Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY) so that on 
an average, a woman gets Rs.6,000/-.  

Scheme for Adolescent Girls:  
 Under this scheme, out of school 

adolescent girls in the age group of 11-14 

years are provided supplementary 
nutrition under ICDS . 

 Under the non-nutrition component, the 
scheme aims at motivating out of school 
girls in the age group of 11-14 years to 
return to formal schooling or skill 
training and several services like Iron 
and Folic Acid Supplementation, health 
check-up and referral services are 
provided to the beneficiaries.  

 The focus of the scheme is to mainstream 
out of school adolescent girls into formal 
education system 

National Creche Scheme:  
 National Crèche Scheme, a Centrally 

Sponsored Scheme, is implemented 
through the State Governments/UT 
Administrations to provide day care 
facilities to children (age group of 6 
months- 6 years) of working mothers. 
The Scheme provides an integrated 
package of the following services: 

a. Daycare Facilities including Sleeping 
Facilities. 

b. Early Stimulation for children below 3 
years and Pre-school Education for 3 to 6 
years old children. 

c. Supplementary Nutrition  
d. Growth Monitoring. 
e. Health Check-up and Immunization. 
One Stop Centre (OSC) Scheme:  
 OSCs aim to facilitate women affected by 

violence with a range of integrated 
services under one roof such as police 
facilitation, medical aid, providing legal 
aid and legal counselling, psycho-social 
counselling, temporary shelter etc.   

Scheme of Universalisation of Women 
Helpline:  

 The Scheme of Women Helpline through 
the short code 181 provides 24 hours 
emergency and non-emergency response 
to women affected by violence, both in 
public and private spaces by linking them 
with appropriate authority such as Police, 
One Stop Centre, Hospital, Legal Services 
etc.  

 Women Helpline also supports women in 
distress with rescue vans and counselling 
services in addition to providing 
information about women welfare 
schemes and programs across the 
country. 

Mahila Police Volunteer:  
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 The Mahila Police Volunteers foster 
linkage for women needing assistance 
with law enforcement agencies and 
various government programmes and 
initiatives. 

Beti Bachao Beti Padhao:  
 Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP) scheme 

has been launched to address the 
declining Child Sex Ratio (CSR) and 
related issue of women 
empowerment.  

 It is a tri-ministerial, convergent effort of 
Ministries of Women and Child 
Development, Health & Family Welfare 
and Human Resource Development.  

 The key elements of the scheme include 
nation-wide awareness, advocacy 
campaign and multi-sectoral intervention. 

Swadhar Greh:  
 The Ministry of Women and Child 

Development implements Swadhar Greh 
Scheme, which targets women victims 
under unfortunate circumstances who 
are in need of institutional support for 
rehabilitation so that they can lead their 
life with dignity.  

 The Scheme envisages providing shelter, 
food, clothing and health as well as 
economic and social security for these 
women. 

Ujjawala:  
 Ujjawala Scheme is for Prevention of 

trafficking and for Rescue, 
Rehabilitation, Re-integration and 
Repatriation of victims of trafficking.  

 Under this scheme, funds are provided to 
implementing agencies for Rescue and 
Rehabilitation of victims of trafficking. 

Working Women Hostel:  
 Working Women’s Hostel scheme is to 

promote availability of safe and 
conveniently located accommodation for 
working women, with day care facilities 
for their children, wherever possible, in 
urban, semi urban, and even rural areas 
where employment opportunities for 
women exist.  

 The scheme supports projects for 
construction of new hostel buildings, 
expansion of existing hostel buildings and 
also for running hostel buildings in rented 
premises 

Mahila Shakti Kendra:  

 Mahila Shakti Kendra Scheme is a 
centrally sponsored scheme to empower 
rural women through community 
participation.  

 The Scheme was envisaged to work at 
various levels. While, National level and 
State level structures will provide 
technical support to the respective 
governments on issues related to women, 
the districts and block level Centres will 
provide support to Mahila Shakti Kendra 
and also give foothold to women 
empowerment schemes including BBBP 
in 640 districts to be covered in a phased 
manner.  

Why in News? 
 This information was given in a written 

reply by the Union Minister of Women 
and Child Development in Lok Sabha. 

 

4) RAISE 2020 – Mega Virtual 
Summit on Artificial 
Intelligence 

About: 
 RAISE 2020 is a first of its kind, global 

meeting of minds on Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) to drive India's vision and roadmap 
for social transformation, inclusion and 
empowerment through responsible AI. 

 This includes using AI in areas like Health, 
Agriculture, Education, Skilling, Mobility, 
Fintech, Research, Inclusive AI, Future of 
Work, among others. 

 The event will witness participation from 
global industry leaders, key opinion 
makers, Government representatives and 
academia. 

 It will also feature some startups working 
in AI-related fields. 

Why in News? 
 The Ministry of Electronics and 

Information Technology (MeitY) and 
NITI Aayog are planning to organize a 
Mega Virtual Summit on Artificial 
Intelligence (AI), RAISE 2020- 
‘Responsible AI for Social Empowerment 
2020. 

 

5) FAME scheme 
About: 
 The National Electric Mobility Mission 

Plan (NEMMP) 2020 is a National 
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Mission document providing the vision 
and the roadmap for the faster adoption 
of electric vehicles and their 
manufacturing in the country.  

 As part of the NEMMP 2020, the 
Department of Heavy Industry 
formulated a Scheme viz. Faster 
Adoption and Manufacturing of 
(Hybrid &) Electric Vehicles in India 
(FAME India) Scheme in the year 2015 
to promote manufacturing of electric and 
hybrid vehicle technology and to ensure 
sustainable growth of the same. 

 The Phase-I of this Scheme was initially 
launched for a period of 2 years, 
commencing from 1st April 2015, which 
was subsequently extended up to 31st 
March 2019.  

 The 1st Phase of FAME India Scheme was 
implemented through four focus areas 
namely  

a. Demand Creation,  
b. Technology Platform,  
c. Pilot Project and  
d. Charging Infrastructure. 
 Phase-II of FAME India Scheme is being 

implemented for a period of 3 years w.e.f. 
01st April, 2019. 

 This phase focuses on supporting 
electrification of public & shared 
transportation and aims to support, 
through subsidies, approximately 7000 e-
Buses, 5 lakh e-3 Wheelers, 55000 e-4 
Wheeler Passenger Cars and 10 lakh e-2 
Wheelers.   

 In addition, creation of charging 
infrastructure is also supported for 
electric vehicles. 

Key Objectives: 
 Encourage faster adoption of electric and 

hybrid vehicles by way of offering upfront 
Incentive on purchase of Electric vehicles. 

 Establish a necessary charging 
Infrastructure for electric vehicles. 

 To address the issue of environmental 
pollution and fuel security. 

Why in News? 
 The Government has sanctioned 670 

Electric buses in the states of 
Maharashtra, Goa, Gujarat and 
Chandigarh and 241 Charging Stations in 
Madhya Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, 
Gujarat and Port Blair under Phase-II of 
FAME India Scheme. 

 

6) Bureau of Indian Standards 
(BIS) 

About BIS: 
 BIS is the National Standard Body of 

India established under the BIS Act 2016 
for the harmonious development of the 
activities of standardization, marking 
and quality certification of goods and 
for matters connected with it . 
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BIS Act 2016 
 Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) Act has 

enabling provisions for the Government 
to bring under compulsory certification 
regime any goods or article of any 
scheduled industry, process, system or 
service which it considers necessary in 
the public interest or for the protection of 
human, animal or plant health, safety of the 
environment, or prevention of unfair trade 
practices, or national security.  

 Enabling provisions have also been made 
for making hallmarking of the precious 
metal articles mandatory.  

 The Act also allows multiple types of 
simplified conformity assessment schemes 
including self-declaration of conformity 
against a standard which will give 
simplified options to manufacturers to 
adhere to the standards and get certificate 
of conformity.  

 The Act enables the Central Government to 
appoint any authority/agency, in addition 
to the BIS, to verify the conformity of 
products and services to a standard and 
issue certificate of conformity.  

 Further, there is provision for repair or 
recall, including product liability of the 
products bearing Standard Mark but not 
conforming to the relevant Indian 
Standard. 

 BIS has been providing traceability and 
tangibility benefits to the national 
economy in a number of ways –  

 providing safe reliable quality goods;  
 minimizing health hazards to consumers;  
 promoting exports and imports 

substitute;  
 control over proliferation of varieties etc. 

through standardization, certification and 
testing.  

Why in News? 
 In view of the mandatory hallmarking of 

precious metal articles, the government 
has recently launched an online system 
for issuing BIS certificates.  

 

7) Fit India Movement 
About Fit India Movement: 
 The Fit India Movement is a movement to 

take the nation on a path of fitness and 
wellness.  

 It provides a unique and exciting 
opportunity to work towards a healthier 
India.  

 It aims at behavioural changes – from 
sedentary lifestyle to physically active 
way of day-to-day living.  

 As part of the movement, individuals and 
organisations can undertake various 
efforts for their own health and well-
being as well as for the health and well-
being of fellow Indians. 

 A committee, headed by Sports Minister 
and comprising government officials, 
members of the Indian Olympic 
Association (IOA), national sports 
federations, private bodies and fitness 
promoters, has been formed to take the 
movement forward. 

Why in News? 
 Prime Minister recently addressed the Fit 

India Dialogue on the first anniversary of 
the Fit India Movement. 

 

8) Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha 
Abhiyan 

About: 
 Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan 

(RUSA) is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme 
(CSS), launched in 2013 aims at 
providing strategic funding to eligible 
state higher educational institutions.  

 It also seeks to increase the spending on 
higher education by the State 
Governments by providing strategic 
funding to eligible State higher 
educational institutions. 

 The funding would flow from the central 
ministry through the State/UT to the State 
Higher Education Councils before 
reaching the identified institutions. 

 During its 1st phase, central assistance to 
States has been provided for creation of 
one Model Degree College each in 60 
Educationally Backward Districts. 

 Educationally Backward Districts are 
those districts where Gross Enrolment 
Ratio (GER) in higher education was less 
than the national average of 12.4% based 
on 2001 census data. 

 During its 2nd phase, RUSA focuses on 
opening new Model Degree Colleges in 
Aspirational Districts‘, in unserved & 
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underserved districts in North Eastern 
and Himalayan States. 

 Aspirational Districts are identified by 
NITI Aayog on the basis of composite 
index.The parameters under the index 
includes, 

 Deprivation enumerated under Socio-
Economic Caste Census, 

 Health & Nutrition, Education 
performance indicators 

 Basic Infrastructure. 

Objectives : 
 The salient objectives of RUSA are to; 
 Improve the overall quality of state 

institutions by ensuring conformity to 
prescribed norms and standards and 
adopt accreditation as a mandatory 
quality assurance framework. 

 Usher transformative reforms in the 
state higher education system by 
creating a facilitating institutional 
structure for planning and monitoring at 
the state level, promoting autonomy in 
State Universities and improving 
governance in institutions. 

 Ensure reforms in the affiliation, 
academic and examination systems. 

 Ensure adequate availability of quality 
faculty in all higher educational 
institutions and ensure capacity building 
at all levels of employment. 

 Create an enabling atmosphere in the 
higher educational institutions to 
devote themselves to research and 
innovations. 

 Expand the institutional base by 
creating additional capacity in existing 
institutions and establishing new 
institutions, in order to achieve 
enrollment targets. 

 Correct regional imbalances in access 
to higher education by setting up 
institutions in unserved & underserved 
areas. 

 Improve equity in higher education by 
providing adequate opportunities of 
higher education to SC/STs and socially 
and educationally backward classes; 
promote inclusion of women, minorities, 
and differently abled persons. 

Why in News? 
 The second phase of the Centrally 

Sponsored Scheme of Rashtriya 
Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA) 
approved by the Cabinet Committee for 
Economic Affairs for a period of three 
years i.e. 1st April 2017 to 31st March 
2020 has been given extension till 31st 
March 2021 or till the date the 
recommendations of 15th Finance 
Commission come into effect, whichever 
is earlier.  

 For doubts and queries email us at 
doubts@officerspulse.com 
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News in Depth
AIR NEWS 

 

1) Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har 
Ghar Yojana (Saubhagya) 

About the scheme 
 Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar 

Yojana –“Saubhagya” is a scheme under 
the Ministry of Power to ensure 
electrification of all willing households 
in the country in rural as well as urban 
areas. 

 The scheme was launched in 2017. 
Objective 
 To provide energy access to all by last 

mile connectivity and electricity 
connections to all remaining un-
electrified households in rural as well as 
urban areas to achieve universal 
household electrification in the country. 

 Rural Electrification Corporation (REC) 
has been designated as nodal agency for 
the Saubhagya scheme.  

 The electricity connection to households 
include release of electricity connections 
by drawing a service cable from the 
nearest pole to the household premise, 
installation of an energy meter, wiring for 
a single light point with LED bulb and a 
mobile charging point.  

 In case the electricity pole is not available 
nearby from the household for drawing 
service cable, the erection of additional 
pole along with conductor and associated 
accessories shall also be covered under 
the scheme. 

Eligibility 
 The prospective beneficiary households 

for free electricity connections under the 
scheme would be identified using SECC 
2011 data.  

 However, un-electrified households not 
covered under SECC data would also be 
provided electricity connections under 
the scheme on payment of Rs. 500 which 

shall be recovered by DISCOMs in 10 
instalments through electricity bill. 

Why in News? 
 Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar 

Yojana -“Saubhagya” has completed three 
years since its inception.  

 As many as over 2 crore 62 lakh 
households have been provided 
electricity connection so far under the 
Saubhagya scheme. 

 

2) Deen Dayal Upadhyay Gramin 
kaushal yojana (DDUGKY) 

About DDUGKY 
 Around 180 million or 69% of the 

country’s youth population between the 
ages of 18 and 34 years live in rural 
areas and of these, the bottom of the 
pyramid youth from poor families with no 
or marginal employment number about 
55 million and at the same time, the 
world is expected to face a shortage of 
57 million workers by 2020. 

 DDUGKY is a part of the National Rural 
Livelihood Mission (NRLM), tasked with 
the dual objectives of adding diversity 
to the incomes of rural poor families 
and cater to the career aspirations of 
rural youth. 

 The Ministry of Rural Development 
(MoRD) announced the Deen Dayal 
Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana 
(DDU-GKY) Antyodaya Diwas, on 25th 
September 2014. 

 It is uniquely focused on rural youth 
between the ages of 15 and 35 years 
from poor families and plays an 
instrumental role in supporting the social 
and economic programs of the 
government like the Make In India, Digital 
India, Smart Cities and Start-Up India, 
Stand-Up India campaigns. 
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 DDU-GKY is present in 28 States and UTs, 
across 689 districts, impacting youth from 
over 7,426 blocks. 

 Over 9.9 Lakh candidates have been 
trained and over 5.3 Lakh candidates 
have been placed in jobs as on 1st April, 
2020. 

Beneficiary Eligibility 
 Rural Youth:15 - 35 Yrs 
 SC/ST/Women/PVTG/PWD: upto 45 Yrs 
Regional Focus 

 Greater emphasis on projects for poor 
rural youth in Jammu and Kashmir. 

 The North-East region and 27 Left-Wing 
Extremist (LWE) districts. 

Implementation model 
 DDU-GKY follows a 3-tier implementation 

model.   
 The DDU-GKY National Unit at MoRD 

functions as the policy-making, technical 
support and facilitation agency.  

For doubts and queries email us at 
doubts@officerspulse.com 
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THE HINDU EDITORIALS 
 

1) Abraham Accord and India 
Context 
 The formal normalisation of Israel’s ties 

with the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and 
the Kingdom of Bahrain has created a 
significant inflection point in regional 
history and geopolitics. This article deals 
with the impact of such ties of Israel on 
India. 

About Abraham Accord 
 Israel, Bahrain and the United Arab 

Emirates (UAE) recently announced that 
they will normalise diplomatic 
relations and the agreement is called the 
‘Abraham Accord’  which was mediated 
by US President Donald Trump. 

 
Previous agreements 
 This move is significant because with the 

exception of Jordan and Egypt, Israel does 
not have diplomatic relations with Gulf 
Arab states owing to its long-standing 
conflict with Palestinians.  

 Israel had signed peace agreements with 
Egypt in 1979 and with Jordan in 1994.  

Nuances that make Abraham accord differ 
from the previous agreements 

 The UAE and Bahrain do not have any 
territorial dispute with Israel, nor have 
they ever been at war with it. 

 Although formally committed to an Arab 
consensus over a two-state resolution of 
the Palestine cause, these two countries 
have steadily moved towards having 

substantive links with Israel in recent 
years. 

 Hence, the ‘Abraham Accords’ entered 
with the UAE and Bahrain are ‘peace-for-
peace’ deals without any physical quid 
pro quo by Israel.  

 Quid pro quo means a situation in which 
someone does something in exchange for 
something else. 

Commonality between them 
 Iran factor: Israel, the UAE and Bahrain 

share the common threat perception of 
Iran against the backdrop of the ongoing 
diminution of Pax Americana in the 
region.  

 Economic revival: They are relatively 
more modern societies which share the 
overarching and immediate priority of 
post-pandemic economic resuscitation.  

What does the UAE get out of it? 
 The agreement enables the UAE to 

develop commercial, diplomatic and 
security ties with Israel while arguing it 
helped the Palestinians by getting Israel 
to halt annexation.  

 The agreement could also give the UAE 
access to previously off-limits U.S. 
weaponry, such as advanced drones, just 
as Egypt was able to secure better 
American arms after its peace deal with 
Israel.  

 It also gives the UAE an opportunity to 
collaborate on technology and health 
care with Israel, a leader in both, at a 
time when combating Covid-19 is every 
country’s chief concern.  

What does Israel get? 
 For Israel, establishing normal diplomatic 

ties with Arab countries has long been a 
strategic goal.  

 It signals greater acceptance in the Middle 
East and the potential for more 
commercial ties for a country that has 
until now conducted very little of its 
business in its own region.  

What does Bahrain get out of it? 
 As per the agreements Bahrain will 

establish embassies, exchange 
ambassadors, cooperate and work 
together with Israel across a range of 
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sectors, including tourism, trade, 
healthcare and security. 

India and the gulf 
 It is natural to ask how the new regional 

dynamic would affect India as India has 
1) Over eight million Indian diaspora in 

the Gulf remit nearly $50 billion 
2) Annual merchandise trade of over $150 

billion with the gulf 
3) Nearly two-thirds of India’s hydrocarbon 

imports are being sourced 
4) Major investments in gulf 
Implications for India 
 Israel’s agreement with Egypt and 

Jordan did not have any major impact 
on India as our ties with them were 
relatively insignificant. However, now 
India has stronger, multifaceted and 
growing socio economic engagements 
with Israel and the Gulf countries.  

Geopolitical significance 
 Geopolitically, India has welcomed the 

establishment of diplomatic relations 
between the UAE and Israel, calling both 
its strategic partners.  

Ease India’s diplomacy 
 The Israel-Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 

breakthrough widens the moderate 
constituency for peaceful resolution of 
the Palestine dispute, easing India’s 
diplomatic balancing act.  

New arena of proxy war 
 The Southern Gulf can become the new 

arena of the proxy war between Iran 
and Israel which necessitates India to be 
on its guard to monitor such events. 

Economic challenges 
 India has acquired a large and rewarding 

regional footprint, particularly as the 
preferred source of manpower, food 
products, pharmaceuticals, gem and 
jewellery, light engineering items, etc. 

 But Israel has niche strengths in defence, 
security and surveillance equipment, arid 
farming, solar power, horticultural 
products, high-tech, gem and jewellery, 
pharmaceuticals and has the potential to 
supply skilled and semi-skilled manpower 
to the GCC states. 

 Thus India has to manage the economic 
fallout of Israel- GCC synergy. 

Conclusion 
 In the evolving scenario, there may be 

scope for a profitable trilateral 

synergy, however Israel entering into the 
Gulf has the potential to disrupt the 
existing politico-economic architecture 
India has carefully built with the GCC 
states. 

2) FCRA amendment 
What is the FCRA? 
 The Foreign Contribution Regulation Act 

(FCRA) regulates foreign donations and 
ensures that such contributions do not 
adversely affect internal security.  

 It was first enacted in 1976 and was 
amended in 2010 when a slew of new 
measures were adopted to regulate 
foreign donations.  

 The Foreign Contribution (Regulation) 
Act, 2010 came into force on May 1, 2011 
and has been amended twice.  

About FCRA 2010 
 The Foreign Contribution (Regulation) 

Act, (FCRA), 2010 and rules framed under 
it regulate foreign contribution 
provided by certain individuals or 
associations to NGOs and others within 
India. 

 The objective is to prevent use of foreign 
contribution or foreign hospitality for any 
activity detrimental to the national 
interest. 

Applicability 
 The FCRA is applicable to all 

associations, groups and NGOs which 
intend to receive foreign donations. 

  It is mandatory for all such NGOs to 
register themselves under the FCRA.  

Validity 
 The registration is initially valid for five 

years and it can be renewed 
subsequently if they comply with all 
norms.  

Purposes 
 Registered associations can receive 

foreign contributions for social, 
educational, religious, economic and 
cultural purposes.  

Preconditions 
 Filing of annual returns, on the lines of 

Income Tax, is compulsory.  
 The new rules notified by MHA in 2015, 

requires NGOs to give an undertaking that 
the acceptance of foreign funds is not 
likely to prejudicially affect the 
sovereignty and integrity of India or 
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impact friendly relations with any foreign 
state and does not disrupt communal 
harmony.  

 Also all such NGOs would have to operate 
accounts in either nationalised or 
private banks which have core banking 
facilities to allow security agencies access 
on a real time basis. 

Who cannot receive foreign donations? 
 Members of the legislature and 

political parties, government officials, 
judges and media persons are 
prohibited from receiving any foreign 
contribution.  

 However, in 2017 the Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA), amended the FCRA law 
paving the way for political parties to 
receive funds from the Indian subsidiary 
of a foreign company or a foreign 
company in which an Indian holds 50% or 
more shares. 

Procedure 
 Foreign contributions can be received by 

applying for prior permission.  
 It is granted for receipt of a specific 

amount from a specific donor for carrying 
out specific activities or projects.  

 But the association should be registered 
under statutes such as the Societies 
Registration Act, 1860, the Indian Trusts 
Act, 1882, or Section 25 of the Companies 
Act, 1956.  

When is a registration suspended or 
cancelled? 

 The MHA on inspection of accounts and 
on receiving any adverse input against 
the functioning of an association can 
suspend the FCRA registration initially for 
180 days.  

 Until a decision is taken, the association 
cannot receive any fresh donation and 
cannot utilise more than 25% of the 
amount available in the designated bank 
account without permission of the MHA.  

 The MHA can cancel the registration of an 
organisation which will not be eligible for 
registration or grant of ‘prior permission’ 
for three years from the date of 
cancellation. 

Why in the news? 
 The Parliament recently passed a bill to 

amend the Foreign Contribution 
(Regulation) Act, 2010. 

Key provisions of FCRA Amendment Bill, 
2020 

 The bill proposes to make Aadhaar a 
mandatory identification document for 
all the office-bearers, directors and other 
key functionaries of an NGO or an 
association eligible to receive foreign 
donations. 

 The Bill proposes to include “public 
servant” and “corporation owned or 
controlled by the government” among 
the list of entities who are not eligible to 
receive foreign donations. 

 The Bill proposes that not more than 
20% (present limit is 50%) of the total 
foreign funds received could be utilised 
for administrative expenses.  

Need for amendment 
 To enhance transparency and 

accountability in the receipt and 
utilisation of foreign contributions and 

 To facilitate the genuine non-
governmental organisations or 
associations who are working for the 
welfare of society. 

Criticism of the bill 
Impairs NGO functioning 
 It adds governmental oversight, 

additional regulations and certification 
processes, and operational requirements, 
while simultaneously reducing the limit of 
administrative expenditure that can be 
allocated to foreign contributions to 20% 
from the previous 50% which would 
impair their effective functioning. 

Incompatible with International 
obligations 

 The International Commission of 
Jurists has said the new law was 
incompatible with international 
obligations and India’s own constitutional 
provisions on rights and would hamper 
the work of civil society. 

Way forward 
 Seamless sharing of ideas and resources 

across national boundaries is essential to 
the functioning of a global community, 
and should not be discouraged unless 
there is reason to believe the funds are 
being used to aid illegal activities. 

3) Weighing in on the efficacy of 
female leadership 

Effectiveness of female leadership  
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 Germany, Taiwan and New Zealand are 
all countries that have women heading 
their governments. And although they are 
located in three different continents, the 
three countries seem to have managed 
the pandemic much better than their 
neighbours.  

 A detailed recent study by researchers in 
the United States reports that States 
which have female governors had 
fewer COVID-19 related deaths 

 The important takeaway from the recent 
experience and such studies is the 
necessity of getting rid of inherent 
biases and perceptions about female 
effectiveness in leadership roles. 

Indian Scenario 
 Underrepresentation in the Parliament 
 Female Members of Parliament make up 

only about 10% of the total ministerial 
strength.  

 The underrepresentation of female 
Ministers in India is also reflected in the 
fact that Ms. Mamata Banerjee is currently 
the only female Chief Minister. 

 Though the 2019 election sent the largest 
number of women to the Lok Sabha, they 
constitute just over 14% of the total 
strength of the Lok Sabha. This gives us 
the dismal rank of 143 out of 192 
countries in female representation for 
which data are reported by the Inter-
Parliamentary Union.  

Create a level playing field 

 It is essential to create a level-playing 
field through appropriate legal 
measures, for example the 
establishment of quotas for women. 

 As mandated reservation for women in 
gram panchayats was established in all 
major States since the mid-1990s, 
attempts should be made again to extend 
quotas for women in the Lok Sabha and 
State Assemblies through a Women’s 
Reservation Bill. (It's been 24 years since 
the introduction of the Women's 
Reservation Bill for the first time in 
LokSabha. The bill is not yet passed by the 
parliament.) 

Way forward 
 The increased female representation in 

policy making goes a long way in 
improving perceptions about female 
effectiveness in leadership roles. 

Short term effect 
 This decreases the bias among voters 

against women candidates, and results in 
a subsequent increase in the percentage 
of female politicians contesting and 
winning elections.  

Long-term impact  
 Voter perceptions about the efficacy of 

female leadership may change so 
drastically in the long run that quotas 
may no longer be necessary. 

For doubts and queries email us at 
doubts@officerspulse.com 
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INDIAN EXPRESS EXPLAINED 
 

1) INS Viraat Legacy 

INS Viraat 
 It is the Aircraft Carrier with the longest 

service in the world. 
 It was first commissioned as HMS Hermis 

in 1959 in British Royal Navy and served 
till 1984, further in 1987 it was sold to 
India. After some major refits and 
modifications it was commissioned within 
the Indian Navy. 

 The ship’s Motto was the Sanskrit phrase 
‘Jalamev Yashya, Balamev Tasya’ which 
means ‘who controls the sea is the 
powerful’. 

 In 2017, this aircraft carrier was 
displaced by INS Vikramaditya and INS 
Viraat was decommissioned. Post 
decommission , it was the thought of 
some state governments to turn this ship 
into a museum or hotel but it didn’t 
stabilize.  

Some major missions undertaken by this 
ship 

 During the British services, it participated 
in the Falkland Islands war against 
Argentine forces. 

 INS Viraat proved pivotal in Operation 
Jupiter in 1989 during the Sri Lankan 
Peacekeeping operation.  

 The ship was also deployed during 2001-
02 operation Operation Parakram 
following the terror attack on the Indian 
Parliament. 

 Under the Indian Flag, the ship has 
clocked more than 22,622 flying hours by 
various aircraft and spent nearly 2252 
days at sea sailing across 5,88,287 
nautical miles or 10,94,215 kilometers. 
Hence this ship was called ‘Mother’ or 
Grand Old Lady of the Indian Navy. 

Why in the News? 

 INS Viraat was taken to scrap this 
September. 

 It was needed for the hour to enhance the 
existing Indian fleet so that it can 
challenge the navies such as China. 

 Indian Navy now has only one aircraft 
carrier i.e., INS Vikramaditya, and INS 
Vikrant, which is completely indigenously 
made, is under construction and will be 
ready for sea trials soon. 

For doubts and queries email us at 
doubts@officerspulse.com 
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RSTV BIG PICTURE 
 

1) 75 Years of United Nations- the 
need for reforms 

 The United Nations General Assembly's 
75th session is underway and the 75th 
anniversary of the world body will be 
celebrated on 24th October. 

Achievements of UN in last 75 years 
 The UN has achieved success in various 

fields like 
a. Peacekeeping operations and military 

operations by UN Security council 

b. Decolonization and Anti-racism practices 
by the UN General assembly 

b. C) Creating new International Economic 
order 

a. Promoting Globalisation and creating 
international order in which globalisation 
can flourish by the various UN Specialised 
agencies 

b. Global and collective Action towards 
Climate Change 

Need for Reforms  
 Multilateralism has played a vital role in 

the current scenario for bringing reform 
in the UN especially in the United 
Nations Security council and in the 
relation of the General assembly with 
the UN Security council.  

 Multilateralism is questioned because 
other countries also want to enjoy the 
same power as official or permanent 
members enjoy as well as the idea of 
human rights and sovereignty is also 
questioned. 

 The major issue which the world order is 
facing is with the power structure and 
the UNSC being less representative in 
nature. 

 The major focus should lie in increasing 
the relevance of the United Nations 
because it is losing its relevance day by 
day due to various issues especially 
related to UNSC. 

 The role of China in capturing the 
organisation for domestic purpose is the 
emerging threat for the other countries. 

 It is difficult to visualize the world 
without the UN because it decides the 
future of multilateralism and the 
existing structures of the UN can play an 

important role in shaping the multilateral 
order. 

Focus areas for reforms 

 UNSC- The UNSC should be made more 
representative and the power has to be 
divided equally. 

 Health- The UN efforts have failed during 
the pandemic due to weak central 
command. 

 Digitization- The UN can intervene in 
matters of data privacy, data adequacy 
etc. 

 The Climate is the long term challenge 
and the UN has shown significant 
progress in tackling it but there is a need 
for Global collective effort. 

 In terms of democracy issues, the UN 
needs to enlarge its intervention. 

 The financial structure has to be 
reformed because reforms cannot be 
talked about without having financial 
accountability. 

Way Forward 
 Instead of going for large scale reforms, 

domain specific approach or reform is 
needed to avoid structural impediments. 
Eg: Global health 

 The issue of veto power or permanent 
membership has to be looked upon in 
order to maintain the UN's relevance 
for other countries. 

 Till now, the UN system has been 
controlled largely by the U.S and its allies 
but in the current scenario China is 
emerging due to which the leadership 
is being questioned and it needs a 
special focus because the confrontation 
between the U.S and China can become an 
area of contention in the functioning of 
the UN. 

Conclusion 
 The UN needs to achieve a large number 

of success and it can be done through 
collective effort of all the countries which 
may give tangible results to the world. 

2) Need for regulating Digital 
Media 

 The Central government recently said that 
there is a need for a regulatory 
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mechanism for web based digital media 
which has a very wide reach and impact. 

Views on regulating Digital Media 
 There are 3 different forms of media 

which is print media, electronic media 
and digital media out of which there is no 
regulatory body for the digital media 
whereas print media is governed by the 
Press Council of India and electronic 
media is governed by the broadcast 
institute. 

 Eg: Cinema is regulated by the censor 
board but there is no regulator for OTT 
platforms. 

 Digital media does give the opportunity 
to the people for raising their voice 
who can't afford formal journalism but 
the main drawback is the lack of reports 
or original source. 

 There is a need for creating  
accountability for the content. 

How accountability can be ensured in 
digital space? 

 The main challenge with digital media is 
that various digital media platforms 
claim themselves to be platforms for 
the content rather than publishers of 
the content. 

 Digital media platforms offer people to 
post anything but they claim to be just 
platforms and not being accountable for 
the content due to which real time 
editing becomes challenging while 
under the electronic and print media, the 
publishers claim the right over the 
content. 

 Even digital platforms have the right to 
filter out the irrelevant content but 
most of the time it is biased and thus they 
should be responsible for the content and 
should be accountable to the authority. 

 Regulation is needed to check various 
aspects like hate speech, child 
pornography, sexual depiction of women, 
etc. 

 Thus, anything which is a digital 
domain and its reach is vast should be 
regulated in the same way as print and 
electronic media is regulated. 

What are loopholes in regulating digital 
media in the current scenario? 

 Anonymity is inherent in the internet 
through which criminals use different 
ways for perpetuating their plans. 

 Eg: fake accounts, fake news mob 
lynching attacks, etc. 

 The defamation action can be taken 
against false news but it becomes 
difficult to trace the actual person. 

 The online media space doesn't have any 
kind of licensing or compliance to laws. 

 The common man cannot go every time 
and file suit in the court for 
defamation. 

 There are policies but the enforcement is 
a challenge. 

Way forward 
 The foremost thing is creating 

awareness about the need of 
regulation for digital media. 

 An institutional mechanism is needed 
at first for regulation while self 
regulation can be made applicable at a 
later stage. 

 The KYC mechanism is needed for the 
digital platforms. 

 A public grievance officer should be 
assigned for every website. 

 The regulatory body can be either 
government owned or can be created 
through government and private 
sector collaboration. 

Conclusion 
 There is an urgent need for regulation 

whether it is self regulation or through a 
regulatory body and it is the correct time 
for regulation to save millions of users. 

 

3) Hydrogen Fuel cell technology 
for vehicles 

 Recently, the Ministry of Road Transport 
and highways has notified standards for 
the safety evaluation of hydrogen fuel cell 
based vehicles. 

What is Hydrogen fuel cell? 
 Hydrogen fuel cell is an electro-chemical 

device which converts hydrogen into 
electricity directly. 

 The hydrogen is fed to the anode, and air 
is fed to the cathode. 

 In a hydrogen fuel cell, a catalyst at the 
anode separates hydrogen molecules into 
protons and electrons, which take 
different paths to the cathode. The 
electrons go through an external circuit, 
creating a flow of electricity. 
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 It is a low temperature operation which 
will release only water vapour. 

Sources of Hydrogen 
 Renewable energy sources 
 Thermal based sources through high 

temperature steam electrolysis 
 Biomass based sources by converting 

agricultural waste through gasification. 
Scope for hydrogen fuel cell 
 The hydrogen fuel cell technology has 

very huge potential because it can be used 
for transportation purpose, power 
generation and in further enhancing 
the electric vehicles. 

 India aims to achieve zero emissions and 
clean mobility for which it needs to tackle 
pollution and hydrogen fuel cells tend to 
be very efficient because it leads to 
zero emissions of carbon dioxide, 
carbon monoxide and particulate 
matter. 

 India being one of the largest producers of 
trucks and tractors and 2nd largest 
producer of buses, it should embrace the 
new technologies in the automobile 
sector and can come as a front runner. 

Challenges 
 The companies around Europe and USA 

have been experimenting with the fuel 
cell technology and the cost per vehicle is 
around $ 50,000. Thus, the cost of 
production, transportation, storage 
and dispensing is very high. 

 The investment requirement is very 
huge due to which the  industries would 
not come forward. 

 The safety point is the major concern 
regarding the use of hydrogen fuel. 

 At present the electric vehicles are also 
produced less by industries and hence 
there is very less scope for producing 
hydrogen fuel based vehicles. 

Conclusion 
 In a way to achieve zero emissions, India 

can take a plunge right now by utilising 
the new technology and can play a bigger 
role in the mobility scenario and can 
rebuild the economy in a sustainable way. 

For doubts and queries email us at 
doubts@officerspulse.com   



36 
 

For free learning, visit www.officerspulse.com 
 

References  
POLITY: 
 1)https://pib.gov.in/Pressreleaseshare.as

px?PRID=1559119#:~:text=Presently%2
C%20AFSPA%2C%201958%20is%20ope
rational,of%20Arunachal%20Pradesh%2
C%20bordering%20the 

 2)https://www.thehindu.com/news/nati
onal/other-states/odisha-man-sues-
modi-after-failing-to-get-aadhaar-card-
despite-21-
attempts/article32683655.ece#:~:text=A
%20daily%20wager%20in%20Odisha's,h
is%20name%20despite%2021%20attem
pts.&text=No%20other%20family%20me
mbers%20of,card%20registered%20in%
20their%20names. 

 https://nalsa.gov.in/lok-
adalat#:~:text=NALSA%20along%20with
%20other%20Legal%20Services%20Inst
itutions%20conducts%20Lok%20Adalats
.&text=Under%20the%20said%20Act%2
C%20the,before%20any%20court%20of
%20law. 

 https://nalsa.gov.in/about-
us/introduction#:~:text=In%201987%2C
%20the%20Legal%20Services,weaker%2
0sections%20of%20the%20society.&text
=Presently%2C%20NALSA%20is%20hou
sed%20at,House%2C%20New%20Delhi
%2D110011. 

 http://www.legalserviceindia.com/legal/
article-1678-alternative-dispute-
resolution-adr-.html 

 3)https://www.thehindu.com/news/n
ational/karnataka/no-confidence-
motion-defeated-by-voice-
vote/article32705733.ece 

 https://indianexpress.com/article/what-
is/what-is-a-no-confidence-motion-
5264558/ 

 https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/n
ews/politics-and-nation/all-you-wanted-
to-know-about-no-confidence-
motion/no-confidence-
procedure/slideshow/65081730.cms 

 4)https://www.thehindu.com/news/nati
onal/its-national-medical-commission-
now/article32696627.ece#:~:text=The%
20National%20Medical%20Commission
%20 

 https://www.newindianexpress.com/nati
on/2020/sep/25/national-medical-

commission-indias-regulator-of-medical-
education-comes-into-existence-
2201716.html 

 
Environment  
 https://www.eco-

business.com/news/explainer-what-is-
carbon-neutrality-and-can-it-really-be-
achieved/ 

 https://www.theelders.org/news/what-
carbon-neutrality-%E2%80%93-and-
how-can-we-achieve-it-2050 

 https://www.thehindu.com/news/intern
ational/china-vows-to-go-carbon-neutral-
by-2060/article32680241.ece 

 https://www.britannica.com/science/blu
e-green-algae 

 https://www.thehindu.com/news/intern
ational/bacteria-behind-deaths-of-330-
botswana-elephants/article32663416.ece 

 
Economy 
 https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/

govt-announces-26-hike-for-wheat-msp-

amid-farmers-

protests/article32663652.ece 
 https://www.thehindu.com/business/Econom

y/external-debt-increases-almost-3-to-559-

billion-at-march-end/article32650478.ece 
 https://www.thehindu.com/business/borrowi

ng-by-states-increase-45-this-

fiscal/article32672219.ece 
 https://www.thehindu.com/business/nbfc-

mfi-disbursals-plunge-

96/article32672017.ece 
 https://www.thehindu.com/business/railways

-dressed-up-fy19-

figures/article32680277.ece 
 https://www.thehindu.com/business/five-

states-can-borrow-more-on-

reform/article32689192.ece 

 
IR 
 https://www.thehindu.com/news/intern

ational/g4-seeks-concrete-text-based-
time-bound-ref     orm-of- un-security-
council/article32680212.ece 

 https://www.thehindu.com/news/nation
al/india-pakistan-trade-charges-at-saarc-
cica-meetings/article32689173.ece 

 https://www.thehindu.com/business/Ind
ustry/one-third-of-funding-by-aiib-has-
gone-to-india/article32699050.ece 

https://pib.gov.in/Pressreleaseshare.aspx?PRID=1559119#:~:text=Presently%2C%20AFSPA%2C%201958%20is%20operational,of%20Arunachal%20Pradesh%2C%20bordering%20the
https://pib.gov.in/Pressreleaseshare.aspx?PRID=1559119#:~:text=Presently%2C%20AFSPA%2C%201958%20is%20operational,of%20Arunachal%20Pradesh%2C%20bordering%20the
https://pib.gov.in/Pressreleaseshare.aspx?PRID=1559119#:~:text=Presently%2C%20AFSPA%2C%201958%20is%20operational,of%20Arunachal%20Pradesh%2C%20bordering%20the
https://pib.gov.in/Pressreleaseshare.aspx?PRID=1559119#:~:text=Presently%2C%20AFSPA%2C%201958%20is%20operational,of%20Arunachal%20Pradesh%2C%20bordering%20the
https://pib.gov.in/Pressreleaseshare.aspx?PRID=1559119#:~:text=Presently%2C%20AFSPA%2C%201958%20is%20operational,of%20Arunachal%20Pradesh%2C%20bordering%20the
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/odisha-man-sues-modi-after-failing-to-get-aadhaar-card-despite-21-attempts/article32683655.ece#:~:text=A%20daily%20wager%20in%20Odisha's,his%20name%20despite%2021%20attempts.&text=No%20other%20family%20members%20of,card%20registered%20in%20their%20names.
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/odisha-man-sues-modi-after-failing-to-get-aadhaar-card-despite-21-attempts/article32683655.ece#:~:text=A%20daily%20wager%20in%20Odisha's,his%20name%20despite%2021%20attempts.&text=No%20other%20family%20members%20of,card%20registered%20in%20their%20names.
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/odisha-man-sues-modi-after-failing-to-get-aadhaar-card-despite-21-attempts/article32683655.ece#:~:text=A%20daily%20wager%20in%20Odisha's,his%20name%20despite%2021%20attempts.&text=No%20other%20family%20members%20of,card%20registered%20in%20their%20names.
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/odisha-man-sues-modi-after-failing-to-get-aadhaar-card-despite-21-attempts/article32683655.ece#:~:text=A%20daily%20wager%20in%20Odisha's,his%20name%20despite%2021%20attempts.&text=No%20other%20family%20members%20of,card%20registered%20in%20their%20names.
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/odisha-man-sues-modi-after-failing-to-get-aadhaar-card-despite-21-attempts/article32683655.ece#:~:text=A%20daily%20wager%20in%20Odisha's,his%20name%20despite%2021%20attempts.&text=No%20other%20family%20members%20of,card%20registered%20in%20their%20names.
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/odisha-man-sues-modi-after-failing-to-get-aadhaar-card-despite-21-attempts/article32683655.ece#:~:text=A%20daily%20wager%20in%20Odisha's,his%20name%20despite%2021%20attempts.&text=No%20other%20family%20members%20of,card%20registered%20in%20their%20names.
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/odisha-man-sues-modi-after-failing-to-get-aadhaar-card-despite-21-attempts/article32683655.ece#:~:text=A%20daily%20wager%20in%20Odisha's,his%20name%20despite%2021%20attempts.&text=No%20other%20family%20members%20of,card%20registered%20in%20their%20names.
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/odisha-man-sues-modi-after-failing-to-get-aadhaar-card-despite-21-attempts/article32683655.ece#:~:text=A%20daily%20wager%20in%20Odisha's,his%20name%20despite%2021%20attempts.&text=No%20other%20family%20members%20of,card%20registered%20in%20their%20names.
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/odisha-man-sues-modi-after-failing-to-get-aadhaar-card-despite-21-attempts/article32683655.ece#:~:text=A%20daily%20wager%20in%20Odisha's,his%20name%20despite%2021%20attempts.&text=No%20other%20family%20members%20of,card%20registered%20in%20their%20names.
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/odisha-man-sues-modi-after-failing-to-get-aadhaar-card-despite-21-attempts/article32683655.ece#:~:text=A%20daily%20wager%20in%20Odisha's,his%20name%20despite%2021%20attempts.&text=No%20other%20family%20members%20of,card%20registered%20in%20their%20names.
https://nalsa.gov.in/lok-adalat#:~:text=NALSA%20along%20with%20other%20Legal%20Services%20Institutions%20conducts%20Lok%20Adalats.&text=Under%20the%20said%20Act%2C%20the,before%20any%20court%20of%20law
https://nalsa.gov.in/lok-adalat#:~:text=NALSA%20along%20with%20other%20Legal%20Services%20Institutions%20conducts%20Lok%20Adalats.&text=Under%20the%20said%20Act%2C%20the,before%20any%20court%20of%20law
https://nalsa.gov.in/lok-adalat#:~:text=NALSA%20along%20with%20other%20Legal%20Services%20Institutions%20conducts%20Lok%20Adalats.&text=Under%20the%20said%20Act%2C%20the,before%20any%20court%20of%20law
https://nalsa.gov.in/lok-adalat#:~:text=NALSA%20along%20with%20other%20Legal%20Services%20Institutions%20conducts%20Lok%20Adalats.&text=Under%20the%20said%20Act%2C%20the,before%20any%20court%20of%20law
https://nalsa.gov.in/lok-adalat#:~:text=NALSA%20along%20with%20other%20Legal%20Services%20Institutions%20conducts%20Lok%20Adalats.&text=Under%20the%20said%20Act%2C%20the,before%20any%20court%20of%20law
https://nalsa.gov.in/lok-adalat#:~:text=NALSA%20along%20with%20other%20Legal%20Services%20Institutions%20conducts%20Lok%20Adalats.&text=Under%20the%20said%20Act%2C%20the,before%20any%20court%20of%20law
https://nalsa.gov.in/lok-adalat#:~:text=NALSA%20along%20with%20other%20Legal%20Services%20Institutions%20conducts%20Lok%20Adalats.&text=Under%20the%20said%20Act%2C%20the,before%20any%20court%20of%20law
https://nalsa.gov.in/about-us/introduction#:~:text=In%201987%2C%20the%20Legal%20Services,weaker%20sections%20of%20the%20society.&text=Presently%2C%20NALSA%20is%20housed%20at,House%2C%20New%20Delhi%2D110011
https://nalsa.gov.in/about-us/introduction#:~:text=In%201987%2C%20the%20Legal%20Services,weaker%20sections%20of%20the%20society.&text=Presently%2C%20NALSA%20is%20housed%20at,House%2C%20New%20Delhi%2D110011
https://nalsa.gov.in/about-us/introduction#:~:text=In%201987%2C%20the%20Legal%20Services,weaker%20sections%20of%20the%20society.&text=Presently%2C%20NALSA%20is%20housed%20at,House%2C%20New%20Delhi%2D110011
https://nalsa.gov.in/about-us/introduction#:~:text=In%201987%2C%20the%20Legal%20Services,weaker%20sections%20of%20the%20society.&text=Presently%2C%20NALSA%20is%20housed%20at,House%2C%20New%20Delhi%2D110011
https://nalsa.gov.in/about-us/introduction#:~:text=In%201987%2C%20the%20Legal%20Services,weaker%20sections%20of%20the%20society.&text=Presently%2C%20NALSA%20is%20housed%20at,House%2C%20New%20Delhi%2D110011
https://nalsa.gov.in/about-us/introduction#:~:text=In%201987%2C%20the%20Legal%20Services,weaker%20sections%20of%20the%20society.&text=Presently%2C%20NALSA%20is%20housed%20at,House%2C%20New%20Delhi%2D110011
https://nalsa.gov.in/about-us/introduction#:~:text=In%201987%2C%20the%20Legal%20Services,weaker%20sections%20of%20the%20society.&text=Presently%2C%20NALSA%20is%20housed%20at,House%2C%20New%20Delhi%2D110011
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/no-confidence-motion-defeated-by-voice-vote/article32705733.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/no-confidence-motion-defeated-by-voice-vote/article32705733.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/no-confidence-motion-defeated-by-voice-vote/article32705733.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/no-confidence-motion-defeated-by-voice-vote/article32705733.ece
https://indianexpress.com/article/what-is/what-is-a-no-confidence-motion-5264558/
https://indianexpress.com/article/what-is/what-is-a-no-confidence-motion-5264558/
https://indianexpress.com/article/what-is/what-is-a-no-confidence-motion-5264558/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/all-you-wanted-to-know-about-no-confidence-motion/no-confidence-procedure/slideshow/65081730.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/all-you-wanted-to-know-about-no-confidence-motion/no-confidence-procedure/slideshow/65081730.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/all-you-wanted-to-know-about-no-confidence-motion/no-confidence-procedure/slideshow/65081730.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/all-you-wanted-to-know-about-no-confidence-motion/no-confidence-procedure/slideshow/65081730.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/all-you-wanted-to-know-about-no-confidence-motion/no-confidence-procedure/slideshow/65081730.cms
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/its-national-medical-commission-now/article32696627.ece#:~:text=The%20National%20Medical%20Commission%20
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/its-national-medical-commission-now/article32696627.ece#:~:text=The%20National%20Medical%20Commission%20
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/its-national-medical-commission-now/article32696627.ece#:~:text=The%20National%20Medical%20Commission%20
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/its-national-medical-commission-now/article32696627.ece#:~:text=The%20National%20Medical%20Commission%20
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/its-national-medical-commission-now/article32696627.ece#:~:text=The%20National%20Medical%20Commission%20
https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2020/sep/25/national-medical-commission-indias-regulator-of-medical-education-comes-into-existence-2201716.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2020/sep/25/national-medical-commission-indias-regulator-of-medical-education-comes-into-existence-2201716.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2020/sep/25/national-medical-commission-indias-regulator-of-medical-education-comes-into-existence-2201716.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2020/sep/25/national-medical-commission-indias-regulator-of-medical-education-comes-into-existence-2201716.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2020/sep/25/national-medical-commission-indias-regulator-of-medical-education-comes-into-existence-2201716.html
https://www.eco-business.com/news/explainer-what-is-carbon-neutrality-and-can-it-really-be-achieved/
https://www.eco-business.com/news/explainer-what-is-carbon-neutrality-and-can-it-really-be-achieved/
https://www.eco-business.com/news/explainer-what-is-carbon-neutrality-and-can-it-really-be-achieved/
https://www.eco-business.com/news/explainer-what-is-carbon-neutrality-and-can-it-really-be-achieved/
https://www.theelders.org/news/what-carbon-neutrality-%E2%80%93-and-how-can-we-achieve-it-2050
https://www.theelders.org/news/what-carbon-neutrality-%E2%80%93-and-how-can-we-achieve-it-2050
https://www.theelders.org/news/what-carbon-neutrality-%E2%80%93-and-how-can-we-achieve-it-2050
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/china-vows-to-go-carbon-neutral-by-2060/article32680241.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/china-vows-to-go-carbon-neutral-by-2060/article32680241.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/china-vows-to-go-carbon-neutral-by-2060/article32680241.ece
https://www.britannica.com/science/blue-green-algae
https://www.britannica.com/science/blue-green-algae
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/bacteria-behind-deaths-of-330-botswana-elephants/article32663416.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/bacteria-behind-deaths-of-330-botswana-elephants/article32663416.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/bacteria-behind-deaths-of-330-botswana-elephants/article32663416.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/govt-announces-26-hike-for-wheat-msp-amid-farmers-protests/article32663652.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/govt-announces-26-hike-for-wheat-msp-amid-farmers-protests/article32663652.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/govt-announces-26-hike-for-wheat-msp-amid-farmers-protests/article32663652.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/govt-announces-26-hike-for-wheat-msp-amid-farmers-protests/article32663652.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/external-debt-increases-almost-3-to-559-billion-at-march-end/article32650478.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/external-debt-increases-almost-3-to-559-billion-at-march-end/article32650478.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/external-debt-increases-almost-3-to-559-billion-at-march-end/article32650478.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/borrowing-by-states-increase-45-this-fiscal/article32672219.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/borrowing-by-states-increase-45-this-fiscal/article32672219.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/borrowing-by-states-increase-45-this-fiscal/article32672219.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/nbfc-mfi-disbursals-plunge-96/article32672017.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/nbfc-mfi-disbursals-plunge-96/article32672017.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/nbfc-mfi-disbursals-plunge-96/article32672017.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/railways-dressed-up-fy19-figures/article32680277.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/railways-dressed-up-fy19-figures/article32680277.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/railways-dressed-up-fy19-figures/article32680277.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/five-states-can-borrow-more-on-reform/article32689192.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/five-states-can-borrow-more-on-reform/article32689192.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/five-states-can-borrow-more-on-reform/article32689192.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/g4-seeks-concrete-text-based-time-bound-reform-of-un-security-council/article32680212.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/g4-seeks-concrete-text-based-time-bound-reform-of-un-security-council/article32680212.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/g4-seeks-concrete-text-based-time-bound-reform-of-un-security-council/article32680212.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/g4-seeks-concrete-text-based-time-bound-reform-of-un-security-council/article32680212.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-pakistan-trade-charges-at-saarc-cica-meetings/article32689173.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-pakistan-trade-charges-at-saarc-cica-meetings/article32689173.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-pakistan-trade-charges-at-saarc-cica-meetings/article32689173.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/one-third-of-funding-by-aiib-has-gone-to-india/article32699050.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/one-third-of-funding-by-aiib-has-gone-to-india/article32699050.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/one-third-of-funding-by-aiib-has-gone-to-india/article32699050.ece


37 
 

For free learning, visit www.officerspulse.com 
 

 
S&T 
 https://www.thehindu.com/news/nation

al/other-states/bamboo-shoots-can-be-
among-cheapest-imm unity-
boosters/article32644025.ece  

 https:// 
www.thehindu.com/news/national/coro
navirus-three-in-four-covid-patients-
have-comorbidities/article32654793.ece 

 https://www.thehindu.com/news/intern
ational/coronavirus-who-clears-protocol-
for-herbal-medicine-
trials/article32655031.ece 

 https://www.thehindu.com/sci-
tech/health/covid-19-vaccines-must-
have-at-least-50-efficacy-says-drug-
controller/article32672246.ece 

 https://www.thehindu.com/sci-
tech/science/using-cloud-computing-for-
better-flood-inundation-
mapping/article32704054.ece 

 
Editorials 
 https://www.thehindu.com/todays-

paper/tp-opinion/india-and-the-
abraham-accords/article32664462.ece  

 https://www.thehindu.com/news/intern
ational/israel-uae-and-bahrain-sign-
abraham-accord-trump-says-dawn-of-
new-middle-east/article32616867.ece  

 https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/edit
orial/the-foreign-hand-the-hindu-
editorial-on-fcra-
amendments/article32689241.ece  

 https://www.thehindu.com/news/nation
al/parliament-proceedings-government-
tables-bill-to-amend-foreign-
contribution-regulation-
act/article32652630.ece  

 https://www.thehindu.com/news/nation
al/the-hindu-explains-what-is-foreign-
contribution-regulation-act-and-how-
does-it-control-
donations/article32590504.ece  

 https://www.thehindu.com/news/nation
al/icj-says-fcra-bill-incompatible-with-
international-law/article32685688.ece  

 https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/

weighing-in-on-the-efficacy-of-female-

leadership/article32680360.ece 
 
PIB 

 https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx
?PRID=1657751 

 https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx
?PRID=1639995 

 https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx
?PRID=1593995#:~:text=UNICEF%20has
%20informed%20that%20they,and%20t
he%20future%20of%20work. 

 https://www.generationunlimited.org/pr
ess-releases/india-launches-bold-new-
youth-initiative-yuwaah 

 2)https://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetailm.a
spx?PRID=1657677 

 3)https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleaseP
age.aspx?PRID=1658302 

 4)https://pib.nic.in/PressReleasePage.as
px?PRID=1658758 

 5)https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.as
px?PRID=1658900#:~:text=In%20a%20b
ig%20push%20towards,II%20of%20FA
ME%20India%20Scheme. 

 https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx
?PRID=1577880 

 6)https://bis.gov.in/index.php/the-
bureau/about-bis/ 

 https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx
?PRID=1506418 

 https://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx
?PRID=1658100 

 7)https://fitindia.gov.in/about/ 
 https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.as

px?PRID=1658655 
 8)https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframe

Page.aspx?PRID=1657850 
 https://vikaspedia.in/education/policies-

and-schemes/rashtriya-uchchatar-
shiksha-abhiyan 

 https://www.mhrd.gov.in/rusa 
 
ART and CULTURE 
 https://www.thehindu.com/news/nation

al/telangana/an-ancient-temples-
transition-over-years-of-
neglect/article32654651.ece 

 https://www.thehindu.com/news/nation
al/other-states/pandemic-puts-on-hold-
kashmiri-wedding-tradition-of-eating-
together-from-one-
plate/article32655494.ece 

 https://www.thehindu.com/news/nation
al/priceless-artefacts-damaged-in-indian-
museum-renovation-
cag/article32681015.ece 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/bamboo-shoots-can-be-among-cheapest-immunity-boosters/article32644025.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/bamboo-shoots-can-be-among-cheapest-immunity-boosters/article32644025.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/bamboo-shoots-can-be-among-cheapest-immunity-boosters/article32644025.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/bamboo-shoots-can-be-among-cheapest-immunity-boosters/article32644025.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/coronavirus-three-in-four-covid-patients-have-comorbidities/article32654793.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/coronavirus-three-in-four-covid-patients-have-comorbidities/article32654793.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/coronavirus-three-in-four-covid-patients-have-comorbidities/article32654793.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/coronavirus-three-in-four-covid-patients-have-comorbidities/article32654793.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/coronavirus-who-clears-protocol-for-herbal-medicine-trials/article32655031.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/coronavirus-who-clears-protocol-for-herbal-medicine-trials/article32655031.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/coronavirus-who-clears-protocol-for-herbal-medicine-trials/article32655031.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/coronavirus-who-clears-protocol-for-herbal-medicine-trials/article32655031.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/covid-19-vaccines-must-have-at-least-50-efficacy-says-drug-controller/article32672246.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/covid-19-vaccines-must-have-at-least-50-efficacy-says-drug-controller/article32672246.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/covid-19-vaccines-must-have-at-least-50-efficacy-says-drug-controller/article32672246.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/covid-19-vaccines-must-have-at-least-50-efficacy-says-drug-controller/article32672246.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/india-and-the-abraham-accords/article32664462.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/india-and-the-abraham-accords/article32664462.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/india-and-the-abraham-accords/article32664462.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/israel-uae-and-bahrain-sign-abraham-accord-trump-says-dawn-of-new-middle-east/article32616867.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/israel-uae-and-bahrain-sign-abraham-accord-trump-says-dawn-of-new-middle-east/article32616867.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/israel-uae-and-bahrain-sign-abraham-accord-trump-says-dawn-of-new-middle-east/article32616867.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/israel-uae-and-bahrain-sign-abraham-accord-trump-says-dawn-of-new-middle-east/article32616867.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/the-foreign-hand-the-hindu-editorial-on-fcra-amendments/article32689241.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/the-foreign-hand-the-hindu-editorial-on-fcra-amendments/article32689241.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/the-foreign-hand-the-hindu-editorial-on-fcra-amendments/article32689241.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/the-foreign-hand-the-hindu-editorial-on-fcra-amendments/article32689241.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/parliament-proceedings-government-tables-bill-to-amend-foreign-contribution-regulation-act/article32652630.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/parliament-proceedings-government-tables-bill-to-amend-foreign-contribution-regulation-act/article32652630.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/parliament-proceedings-government-tables-bill-to-amend-foreign-contribution-regulation-act/article32652630.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/parliament-proceedings-government-tables-bill-to-amend-foreign-contribution-regulation-act/article32652630.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/parliament-proceedings-government-tables-bill-to-amend-foreign-contribution-regulation-act/article32652630.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/the-hindu-explains-what-is-foreign-contribution-regulation-act-and-how-does-it-control-donations/article32590504.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/the-hindu-explains-what-is-foreign-contribution-regulation-act-and-how-does-it-control-donations/article32590504.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/the-hindu-explains-what-is-foreign-contribution-regulation-act-and-how-does-it-control-donations/article32590504.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/the-hindu-explains-what-is-foreign-contribution-regulation-act-and-how-does-it-control-donations/article32590504.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/the-hindu-explains-what-is-foreign-contribution-regulation-act-and-how-does-it-control-donations/article32590504.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/icj-says-fcra-bill-incompatible-with-international-law/article32685688.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/icj-says-fcra-bill-incompatible-with-international-law/article32685688.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/icj-says-fcra-bill-incompatible-with-international-law/article32685688.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/weighing-in-on-the-efficacy-of-female-leadership/article32680360.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/weighing-in-on-the-efficacy-of-female-leadership/article32680360.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/weighing-in-on-the-efficacy-of-female-leadership/article32680360.ece
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1657751
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1657751
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1639995
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1639995
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1593995#:~:text=UNICEF%20has%20informed%20that%20they,and%20the%20future%20of%20work.
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1593995#:~:text=UNICEF%20has%20informed%20that%20they,and%20the%20future%20of%20work.
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1593995#:~:text=UNICEF%20has%20informed%20that%20they,and%20the%20future%20of%20work.
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1593995#:~:text=UNICEF%20has%20informed%20that%20they,and%20the%20future%20of%20work.
https://www.generationunlimited.org/press-releases/india-launches-bold-new-youth-initiative-yuwaah
https://www.generationunlimited.org/press-releases/india-launches-bold-new-youth-initiative-yuwaah
https://www.generationunlimited.org/press-releases/india-launches-bold-new-youth-initiative-yuwaah
https://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx?PRID=1657677
https://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx?PRID=1657677
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1658302
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1658302
https://pib.nic.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1658758
https://pib.nic.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1658758
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1658900#:~:text=In%20a%20big%20push%20towards,II%20of%20FAME%20India%20Scheme
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1658900#:~:text=In%20a%20big%20push%20towards,II%20of%20FAME%20India%20Scheme
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1658900#:~:text=In%20a%20big%20push%20towards,II%20of%20FAME%20India%20Scheme
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1658900#:~:text=In%20a%20big%20push%20towards,II%20of%20FAME%20India%20Scheme
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1577880
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1577880
https://bis.gov.in/index.php/the-bureau/about-bis/
https://bis.gov.in/index.php/the-bureau/about-bis/
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1506418
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1506418
https://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1658100
https://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1658100
https://fitindia.gov.in/about/
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx?PRID=1658655
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx?PRID=1658655
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=1657850
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=1657850
https://vikaspedia.in/education/policies-and-schemes/rashtriya-uchchatar-shiksha-abhiyan
https://vikaspedia.in/education/policies-and-schemes/rashtriya-uchchatar-shiksha-abhiyan
https://vikaspedia.in/education/policies-and-schemes/rashtriya-uchchatar-shiksha-abhiyan
https://www.mhrd.gov.in/rusa
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/telangana/an-ancient-temples-transition-over-years-of-neglect/article32654651.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/telangana/an-ancient-temples-transition-over-years-of-neglect/article32654651.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/telangana/an-ancient-temples-transition-over-years-of-neglect/article32654651.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/telangana/an-ancient-temples-transition-over-years-of-neglect/article32654651.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/pandemic-puts-on-hold-kashmiri-wedding-tradition-of-eating-together-from-one-plate/article32655494.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/pandemic-puts-on-hold-kashmiri-wedding-tradition-of-eating-together-from-one-plate/article32655494.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/pandemic-puts-on-hold-kashmiri-wedding-tradition-of-eating-together-from-one-plate/article32655494.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/pandemic-puts-on-hold-kashmiri-wedding-tradition-of-eating-together-from-one-plate/article32655494.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/pandemic-puts-on-hold-kashmiri-wedding-tradition-of-eating-together-from-one-plate/article32655494.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/priceless-artefacts-damaged-in-indian-museum-renovation-cag/article32681015.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/priceless-artefacts-damaged-in-indian-museum-renovation-cag/article32681015.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/priceless-artefacts-damaged-in-indian-museum-renovation-cag/article32681015.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/priceless-artefacts-damaged-in-indian-museum-renovation-cag/article32681015.ece


38 
 

For free learning, visit www.officerspulse.com 
 

 https://www.thehindu.com/news/nation
al/other-states/more-tripura-
communities-oppose-bru-
resettlement/article32686656.ece 

Defence 
 https://www.thehindu.com/news/nation

al/rafale-vendors-yet-to-meet-offset-
clause-cag/article32680091.ece 

 
Indian Express Explained  
 http://cwc.gov.in/ibo/about-basins 
 http://www.fao.org/nr/water/aquastat/

basins/indus/indus-CP_eng.pdf 
 https://indianexpress.com/article/explai

ned/indus-water-treaty-at-60-why-there-
is-a-need-to-give-it-a-fresh-look-
6601741/ 

 https://www.britannica.com/event/Indu
s-Waters-Treaty 

 

AIR  
 http://newsonair.com/News?title=%26%

2339%3bSaubhagya%26%2339%3b-
scheme-completes-three-years-since-its-
inception&id=400701 

 http://ddugky.gov.in/content/about-us-0 
 https://vikaspedia.in/social-

welfare/skill-development/schemes-for-
skill-development/deen-dayal-
upadhyaya-grameen-kaushalya-yojana-
ddu-gky-skill-development-for-inclusive-
growth 

 
RSTV 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TM

be4mxTBww&list=PLVOgwA_DiGzoqQsGj
mamTu6f453RWpm_I&index=1 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K08
rjDgqyXQ&list=PLVOgwA_DiGzoqQsGjma
mTu6f453RWpm_I&index=2

 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/more-tripura-communities-oppose-bru-resettlement/article32686656.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/more-tripura-communities-oppose-bru-resettlement/article32686656.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/more-tripura-communities-oppose-bru-resettlement/article32686656.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/more-tripura-communities-oppose-bru-resettlement/article32686656.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/rafale-vendors-yet-to-meet-offset-clause-cag/article32680091.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/rafale-vendors-yet-to-meet-offset-clause-cag/article32680091.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/rafale-vendors-yet-to-meet-offset-clause-cag/article32680091.ece
http://cwc.gov.in/ibo/about-basins
http://www.fao.org/nr/water/aquastat/basins/indus/indus-CP_eng.pdf
http://www.fao.org/nr/water/aquastat/basins/indus/indus-CP_eng.pdf
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/indus-water-treaty-at-60-why-there-is-a-need-to-give-it-a-fresh-look-6601741/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/indus-water-treaty-at-60-why-there-is-a-need-to-give-it-a-fresh-look-6601741/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/indus-water-treaty-at-60-why-there-is-a-need-to-give-it-a-fresh-look-6601741/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/indus-water-treaty-at-60-why-there-is-a-need-to-give-it-a-fresh-look-6601741/
https://www.britannica.com/event/Indus-Waters-Treaty
https://www.britannica.com/event/Indus-Waters-Treaty
http://newsonair.com/News?title=%26%2339%3bSaubhagya%26%2339%3b-scheme-completes-three-years-since-its-inception&id=400701
http://newsonair.com/News?title=%26%2339%3bSaubhagya%26%2339%3b-scheme-completes-three-years-since-its-inception&id=400701
http://newsonair.com/News?title=%26%2339%3bSaubhagya%26%2339%3b-scheme-completes-three-years-since-its-inception&id=400701
http://newsonair.com/News?title=%26%2339%3bSaubhagya%26%2339%3b-scheme-completes-three-years-since-its-inception&id=400701
http://ddugky.gov.in/content/about-us-0
https://vikaspedia.in/social-welfare/skill-development/schemes-for-skill-development/deen-dayal-upadhyaya-grameen-kaushalya-yojana-ddu-gky-skill-development-for-inclusive-growth
https://vikaspedia.in/social-welfare/skill-development/schemes-for-skill-development/deen-dayal-upadhyaya-grameen-kaushalya-yojana-ddu-gky-skill-development-for-inclusive-growth
https://vikaspedia.in/social-welfare/skill-development/schemes-for-skill-development/deen-dayal-upadhyaya-grameen-kaushalya-yojana-ddu-gky-skill-development-for-inclusive-growth
https://vikaspedia.in/social-welfare/skill-development/schemes-for-skill-development/deen-dayal-upadhyaya-grameen-kaushalya-yojana-ddu-gky-skill-development-for-inclusive-growth
https://vikaspedia.in/social-welfare/skill-development/schemes-for-skill-development/deen-dayal-upadhyaya-grameen-kaushalya-yojana-ddu-gky-skill-development-for-inclusive-growth
https://vikaspedia.in/social-welfare/skill-development/schemes-for-skill-development/deen-dayal-upadhyaya-grameen-kaushalya-yojana-ddu-gky-skill-development-for-inclusive-growth
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TMbe4mxTBww&list=PLVOgwA_DiGzoqQsGjmamTu6f453RWpm_I&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TMbe4mxTBww&list=PLVOgwA_DiGzoqQsGjmamTu6f453RWpm_I&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TMbe4mxTBww&list=PLVOgwA_DiGzoqQsGjmamTu6f453RWpm_I&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K08rjDgqyXQ&list=PLVOgwA_DiGzoqQsGjmamTu6f453RWpm_I&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K08rjDgqyXQ&list=PLVOgwA_DiGzoqQsGjmamTu6f453RWpm_I&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K08rjDgqyXQ&list=PLVOgwA_DiGzoqQsGjmamTu6f453RWpm_I&index=2

	POLITY
	1) LOK-ADALAT
	About Lok Adalat:
	Need of Lok Adalat:
	Key Objectives:
	Jurisdiction:
	Advantages :
	Why in News?

	2) No-confidence motion
	What is a motion?
	About No-Confidence motion:
	No-confidence procedure
	Why in News?


	3) National Medical Commission
	About:
	Functions of the Board:
	Why in News?


	ENVIRONMENT
	1) China vows to go carbon neutral by 2060
	What is carbon neutrality?
	Why in the news?

	2) Bacteria Behind the death of 330 Botswana elephants
	Cyanobacteria
	Why in the news?


	ECONOMY
	1) Minimum Support Price
	About MSP
	About CACP
	Why in News?
	How is the production cost arrived at?

	2) India’s external debt
	What is external debt?
	Components of external debt
	Why in News?
	News in detail

	3) State Development Loans
	What are SDLs?
	Why in News?

	4) Non-Banking Financial Company
	What is a Non-Banking Financial Company (NBFC)?
	What is the difference between banks & NBFCs?

	Examples of NBFCs
	Does the Reserve Bank regulate all financial companies?
	No.
	Why in News?


	5) CAG Report
	What is the Operating ratio?
	What are Extra Budgetary Resources?
	Why in News?

	6) State’s borrowing limit
	Background
	Why in News?


	INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
	1) United Nations Security Council
	About UNSC
	Membership
	Vote and Majority Required
	India's quest for permanent seat in UNSC
	Expansion of Membership
	Veto power
	Regional Representation
	Relationship Between Security Council and General Assembly
	What is the issue?
	Why in News?


	2) Foreign Minister’s meet
	About SAARC
	About CICA
	Why in News?

	3) Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
	About AIIB
	Why in News?



	SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
	1) Bamboo and Immunity
	What’s in the news?
	Uses of Bamboo
	About Bamboo:
	National Bamboo Mission (NBM)

	2) Efficacy of Covid vaccine
	Why in News?
	What the other Organizations say
	Additional Information
	Central Drugs Standard Control Organization
	Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI)


	3) Cloud computing for better flood inundation mapping
	What’s in the news?
	How does the tool work?
	Future flood Predictions
	Additional Details
	What is cloud computing?
	Synthetic Aperture Radar
	Copernicus program

	Government schemes on Cloud computing & Artificial Intelligence


	ART & CULTURE
	1) Kakati Devi temple
	What’s in the news?
	About the temple
	Specialities of the idol
	Additional Details
	Kakatiya Dynasty

	Kakatiya Dynasty and Koh-i-Noor
	King Ganapati Deva


	2) Trami Tradition
	Why in News?
	About the tradition
	Additional Details
	Zain-ul-Abidin

	3) Indian Museum in Kolkata
	About the Indian Museum
	Why in News?
	Additional details
	Asiatic Society
	Ministry of Culture


	4) Bru resettlement
	What’s in the news?
	Current situation
	Additional Details
	Halam Community

	Jhum Cultivation



	DEFENCE
	1) Rafale
	About Rafale
	What is an offset clause?
	Why in News?
	Additional details
	Defence Acquisition Council



	PIB ANALYSIS
	1) YuWaah
	About YuWaah Initiative:
	Key objectives :
	Why in News?

	2) Social Security for AWWs, Women and Children during Pandemic
	Why in News?

	3) Development of Women and Children
	Anganwadi Services:
	POSHAN Abhiyaan:
	Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana:
	Scheme for Adolescent Girls:
	National Creche Scheme:
	One Stop Centre (OSC) Scheme:
	Scheme of Universalisation of Women Helpline:
	Mahila Police Volunteer:
	Beti Bachao Beti Padhao:
	Swadhar Greh:
	Ujjawala:
	Working Women Hostel:
	Mahila Shakti Kendra:
	Why in News?

	4) RAISE 2020 – Mega Virtual Summit on Artificial Intelligence
	About:
	Why in News?

	5) FAME scheme
	About:
	Key Objectives:
	Why in News?

	6) Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS)
	About BIS:
	Why in News?


	7) Fit India Movement
	About Fit India Movement:
	Why in News?

	8) Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan
	About:
	Objectives :
	Why in News?


	AIR NEWS
	1) Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojana (Saubhagya)
	About the scheme
	Objective
	Eligibility
	Why in News?

	2) Deen Dayal Upadhyay Gramin kaushal yojana (DDUGKY)
	About DDUGKY
	Beneficiary Eligibility
	Regional Focus
	Implementation model


	THE HINDU EDITORIALS
	1) Abraham Accord and India
	Context
	About Abraham Accord
	Previous agreements
	Nuances that make Abraham accord differ from the previous agreements
	Commonality between them
	What does the UAE get out of it?
	What does Israel get?
	What does Bahrain get out of it?
	India and the gulf
	Implications for India
	Geopolitical significance
	Ease India’s diplomacy
	New arena of proxy war
	Economic challenges
	Conclusion


	2) FCRA amendment
	What is the FCRA?
	About FCRA 2010
	Applicability
	Validity
	Purposes
	Preconditions

	Who cannot receive foreign donations?
	Procedure
	When is a registration suspended or cancelled?
	Why in the news?
	Key provisions of FCRA Amendment Bill, 2020
	Need for amendment
	Criticism of the bill
	Impairs NGO functioning
	Incompatible with International obligations

	Way forward

	3) Weighing in on the efficacy of female leadership
	Effectiveness of female leadership
	Indian Scenario
	Create a level playing field
	Way forward
	Short term effect
	Long-term impact



	INDIAN EXPRESS EXPLAINED
	1) INS Viraat Legacy
	INS Viraat
	Some major missions undertaken by this ship
	Why in the News?


	RSTV BIG PICTURE
	1) 75 Years of United Nations- the need for reforms
	Achievements of UN in last 75 years
	Need for Reforms
	Focus areas for reforms
	Way Forward
	Conclusion

	2) Need for regulating Digital Media
	Views on regulating Digital Media
	How accountability can be ensured in digital space?
	What are loopholes in regulating digital media in the current scenario?
	Way forward
	Conclusion

	3) Hydrogen Fuel cell technology for vehicles
	What is Hydrogen fuel cell?
	Sources of Hydrogen
	Scope for hydrogen fuel cell
	Challenges
	Conclusion
	References
	POLITY:
	Environment
	Economy
	IR
	S&T
	Editorials
	PIB
	ART and CULTURE
	Defence

	Indian Express Explained
	AIR
	RSTV




