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News @ a glance
POLITY

1) Question Hour and Zero Hour

About Question Hour
 The first hour of every parliamentary
sitting is slotted for the Question Hour.
During this one hour, Members of
Parliament (MPs) ask questions to
ministers and hold them accountable for
the functioning of their ministries.
 It is mentioned in the Rules of Procedure
of the House.
 The questions are of three kinds, namely,
starred, unstarred and short notice.
 A starred question (distinguished by
an asterisk) requires an oral answer
and hence supplementary questions
can follow.
 An unstarred question, on the other
hand, requires a written answer and
hence, supplementary questions cannot
follow.
 A short notice question is one that is
asked by giving a notice of less than ten
days. It is answered orally.
 In addition to the ministers, the questions
can also be asked to the private
members (MPs who are not ministers).
 Regulation: The presiding officers of
the both Houses are the final authority
with respect to the conduct of Question
Hour.
Significance:
 The ‘Question Hour’ is an important part
of the parliamentary proceedings and has
assumed greater importance because the
members can elicit information through
questions on matters affecting the day-today life of the citizens for which Ministers
are collectively and severally answerable
to the legislature.
 This parliamentary device, in fact, is
primarily meant for exercising a kind of
legislative control over executive
actions.
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With the broadcasting of Question Hour
since 1991, Question Hour has become
one the most visible aspects of
parliamentary functioning.
 Besides, the Members also find an
opportunity through this device to
criticise Government's policies and
programmes; ventilate public grievances;
expose Government's lapses; and extract
promises from Ministers.
About Zero Hour
 Unlike the question hour, the zero hour
is not mentioned in the Rules of
Procedure.
 Thus it is an informal device available to
the members of the Parliament to raise
matters without any prior notice.
 The zero hour starts immediately after
the question hour and lasts until the
agenda for the day (ie, regular business
of the House) is taken up.
 In other words, the time gap between the
question hour and the agenda is known as
zero hour. It is an Indian innovation in the
field of parliamentary procedures and has
been in existence since 1962.
Why in News?
 The Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha
secretariats notified that there will be no
Question Hour during the Monsoon
Session of Parliament, in view of the
Covid-19 pandemic, and that Zero Hour
will be restricted in both Houses.


2) Kerala tops in care for children

What’s in the news?
 The State of the Young Child in India
report has been released by Mobile
Creches,
a
non-governmental
organisation (NGO).
 The Young Child Outcomes Index (YCOI)
and the Young Child Environment Index
(YCEI) are parts of the report.
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Mobile Creches works in the field of early
childhood care and development by
ensuring creche services at construction
sites and slum settlements across several
cities.
Young child outcomes index:

The young child outcomes index
measures health, nutrition and cognitive
growth with the help of indicators such as
infant mortality rate, stunting and net
attendance at the primary school level.

The index has been constructed for two
time periods (2005–2006 and 2015–

2016) to enable inter-State comparisons
as well as provide an idea of change over
time.
Key Findings:

Kerala, Goa, Tripura, Tamil Nadu and
Mizoram are among the top five states
for the well-being of children.

It identifies eight states that have scores
below the country’s average: they are
Assam,
Meghalaya,
Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh,
Madhya
Pradesh,
Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh and Bihar.

Young child environment index:

The index has been launched to
understand the policy and environment
enablers that influence a child’s wellbeing.

It uses five policy enablers that influence
child well-being outcomes, including
poverty
alleviation,
strengthening
primary health care, improving education
levels, safe water supply and promotion of
gender equity.

The environment index was constructed
for 2015–2016 only due to limitations of
data availability.
Key Findings:

According to the environment index,
Kerala, Goa, Sikkim, Punjab and
Himachal Pradesh secured the top five
positions.

The eight states that have a belowaverage score on the outcomes index also
fared poorly on this one.

Way Forward:
 The report points out that while the
budgetary allocation for the Ministry of
Women and Child Development has seen
a year-on-year increase, all the additional
funds have been allocated towards
nutrition delivery under the Integrated
Child Development Scheme (ICDS).
About Integrated Child Development
Scheme
 The Integrated Child Development Service
Scheme providing for supplementary
nutrition, immunization and preschool education to the children is a
popular flagship programme of the
government. Launched in 1975, it is one
of the world’s largest programmes
providing for an integrated package of
services for the holistic development of
the child. ICDS is a centrally sponsored
scheme
implemented
by
state
governments and union territories. The
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scheme is universal covering all the
districts of the country. The Scheme has
been renamed as Anganwadi Services.
Objectives
1) To improve the nutritional and health
status of children in the age-group 0-6
years;
2) To lay the foundation for proper
psychological, physical and social
development of the child;
3) To reduce the incidence of mortality,
morbidity, malnutrition and school
dropout;
4) To achieve effective coordination of policy
and implementation amongst the various
departments
to
promote
child
development; and
5) To enhance the capability of the mother to
look after the normal health and
nutritional needs of the child through
proper nutrition and health education.






While the population of children under six
years of age is 158.8 million, the ICDS
covers only 71.9 million children as
calculated from the total number of
beneficiaries across states.
According to its analysis on expenses
towards child nutrition, healthcare,
education and other necessary protection
services, India spent ₹1,723 per child in
2018–2019, an amount that is insufficient
and fails to reach the entire eligible
population.
The report calls for an increase in public
spending on children.

3) Plea in Supreme Court : Special
marriage law violates privacy
to marry

About Special Marriage Act (SMA), 1954:
 SMA was enacted with an intent to
provide a special form of marriage for the
citizens and all Indian Nationals in foreign
countries, regardless of faith or religion
followed by either party.
 Section 5 of the Act requires
submitting a notice in writing 30 days
prior to the Marriage Officer by the
parties which are kept open for
inspection by anyone at all reasonable
times and without any fees.
For free learning, visit www.officerspulse.com

Section 6(2) requires the Officer to
publish every such notice affixing a
copy thereof to some conspicuous
place in his office.
 Section 7 provides a chance for anyone to
raise objections to the marriage 30 days
after the publication of the notice.
 Section 8 requires the Officer to inquire
into the matter and to make sure that
there’s nothing to prevent the marriage
and any objection raised has been
withdrawn by the person who made it.
 Section 9 provides all such powers vested
in a Civil Court to the Officer for the
purpose of any inquiry into any objections
received.
Why in News?
 A petition has been filed in the Supreme
Court challenging the constitutionality of
several provisions of the Special Marriage
Act, 1954.
 According to the plea,"these provisions
violate the fundamental rights of the
couple intending to marry, depriving
them of their right to privacy under
Article 21 of the Constitution of India".
News in Detail:
 According to the plea, by making the
personal details of the couple accessible
to everyone, the very right of the couple
to be the decision-makers of their
marriage is being hampered by the State.
 The petition contends that the
requirement of notice before marriage
is absent in the Hindu Marriage Act
and Shariat law in Islam.
 Therefore the said provisions are also
discriminatory and violative of Article
14 of the constitution of India.
 The petition alleges that these provisions
also violate the test of proportionality as
laid down by the Supreme Court in KS
Puttaswamy v. Union of India.


4) NCRB report

What’s in the news?
 The National Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) has released its latest data on
accidental deaths and suicides.
Findings of the report
 The suicide rate in cities (13.9%) was
higher compared to the all-India average.
‘Family problems (other than marriage
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related problems)’ (32.4%); ‘marriage
related problems’ (5.5%); and ‘illness’
(17.1%) accounted for 55% of the total
suicides.
The overall male-female ratio was
70.2:29.8. Nearly 68.4% of males were
married and the ratio was 62.5% for
female victims.
12.6% of the total victims were illiterate,
16.3% had studied up to primary level,
19.6% up to middle level and 23.3% up to
Matriculation level. Only 3.7% were
graduates and above.
Accidental deaths in the country
increased by 2.3%. Compared to
4,11,824 in 2018, the figure stood at
4,21,104 last year.
The major causes were ‘traffic
accidents’ (43.9%), ‘sudden deaths’
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(11.5%), ‘drowning’ (7.9%), ‘poisoning’
(5.1%), ‘falls’ (5.1%) and ‘accidental fire’
(2.6%). A majority (57.2%) of deaths was
in the age groups of 18-45 years.
Maximum deaths (85.4%) were in road
accidents.
About NCRB
 National Crime Record Bureau was set-up
in 1986 under the Ministry of Home
Affairs to function as a repository of
information on crime and criminals so
as to assist the investigators in linking
crime to the perpetrators.
 NCRB
brings
out
the
annual
comprehensive statistics of crime across
the country- Crime in India’ report.
For doubts and queries email us at:
doubts@officerspulse.com
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ENVIRONMENT
1) Kaziranga National Park

Kaziranga was declared as a World
Heritage Site by UNESCO for its unique
natural environment in the year of 1985.
Apart from this, the park has been
identified as an important bird area by
Birdlife International Society as it is a
home to various species of migrating and
inhabitant birds.
Why in the news?
 The Assam government has approved the
addition of 30.53 sq km to the 884 sq km
Kaziranga National Park.
 The new addition majorly consists of
encroachment-evicted areas and suitable
wildlife habitat on river islands
(sandbars) that are vulnerable to
encroachment.
 The expansion will help to provide
connectivity to Orang and Nameri
National Parks across river Brahmaputra
from KNPTR.
 It also gives better connectivity to the hills
of Karbi Anglong to the south of the park,
where the rhino, tiger, deer and other
animals take refuge during the floods.
For doubts and queries email us at
doubts@officerspulse.com


Kaziranga National Park and Tiger Reserve
(KNPTR)
 It is located in the state of Assam.
 Situated on the banks of River
Brahmaputra, it is the home for 2/3rd
of one-horned rhinoceros population
in the world. The KNPTR has an
estimated 2,413 rhinos and 121 tigers.
 It has been declared as a forest reserve in
the year of 1908 and wildlife sanctuary in
the year of 1950. Further in 1974 it was
declared as a national park.
 Kaziranga has flat expanses of fertile,
alluvial soil formed by erosion and silt
deposition by the Brahmaputra. The
landscape consists of exposed sandbars,
riverine flood-formed lakes known as,
beels, (which make up 5% of the surface
area), and elevated regions known as,
chapories, which provide retreats and
shelter for animals during floods.
 The Diphaloo and Bhengari are the main
contributing rivers of these beels, though
vast expanded tracts are interspersed
with numerous tiny streams. 39 species of
animals, nearly 500 species of plants,
innumerable varieties of fishes are found
inside the park.
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ECONOMY
1) EAC-PM

What is it?
 Economic Advisory Council to the Prime
Minister
(EAC-PM)
is
a
nonconstitutional, non-permanent and
independent body constituted to give
advice on economic and related issues to
the Government of India, specifically to
the Prime Minister.
 The Terms of Reference of EAC-PM
include analyzing any issue, economic or
otherwise, referred to it by the Prime
Minister and advising him thereon,
addressing issues of macroeconomic
importance and presenting views thereon
to the Prime Minister.
 These could be either suo-motu or on
reference from the Prime Minister or
anyone else.
 The chairman is appointed from time to
time when the body is constituted.
Why in News?
 Mr. Nilesh Shah, a part-time member of
the Economic Advisory Council to the
Prime Minister, said that the economic
growth will come into positive territory
only by March or June quarter 2021, but
India will have to turn the crisis into an
opportunity by introducing reforms.
 India’s GDP contracted 23.9% year-onyear (y-o-y) in the June 2020 quarter,
which saw COVID-19 lockdowns, making
the country one of the worst performers
across the world during the pandemic.
 He added that companies wanted to shift
out of China and that India ought to roll
out the red carpet for them while also
cutting red tape.
 The cost of logistics, which makes Indian
goods uncompetitive at the global level,
has to be reduced. Besides, the cost of
power has to go down as subsidised
supply to farmers makes it expensive for
industry to get electricity.

Trade Policy of India (FTP 2015-20), as
a part of Exports from India Scheme.
 The scheme provides incentive in the
form of duty credit scrip to the exporter
to compensate for his loss on payment of
duties. The scrips can be transferred or
used for payment of a number of duties
including the basic customs duty.
What is the issue?
 In 2019, a WTO dispute resolution panel
ruled that MEIS was not in compliance
with the global trade norms.
 Additionally, many exporters had
persistently complained that the MEIS
scheme doesn’t offset all the taxes.
RoDTEP scheme
 To address these issues, the government
introduced the Remission of Duties and
Taxes on Exported Products (RoDTEP)
scheme with a view to give a boost to the
country’s outbound shipments.
 The
government
announced
that
whatever taxes, or duties or local levies
imposed by the Centre, State or local
governments that are not getting
refunded through any other scheme, will
be done through RoDTEP in a way that is
compliant with the WTO norms.
 It is proposed to digitally refund to
exporters, duties and taxes levied at the
Centre, State and local levels.
 The RoDTEP scheme will replace the
current Merchandise Export from
India Scheme (MEIS) in a phased
manner.
Why in News?
 The government has recently capped
export incentives under the Merchandise
Export from India Scheme at Rs 2 crore
per exporter on outbound shipments
made during the period from September 1
to December 31, 2020.
 In addition, it has been notified that the
MEIS scheme is withdrawn with effect
from January 1, 2021.

2) RoDTEP scheme

About Merchandise export from India
scheme:
 Merchandise Exports from India Scheme
(MEIS) was introduced under Foreign
For free learning, visit www.officerspulse.com

3) Adjusted Gross Revenue
What is it?
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Telecom operators are required to pay
licence fee and spectrum charges in the
form of ‘revenue share’ to the Centre. The
revenue amount used to calculate this
revenue share is termed as the Adjusted
Gross Revenue (AGR).
 According to the Department of
Telecommunications’
(DoT),
the
calculations should incorporate all
revenues earned by a telecom company –
including from non-telecom sources
such as deposit interests and sale of
assets.
 The companies, however, had been of the
view that AGR should comprise the
revenues generated from telecom
services only and non-telecom revenues
should be kept out of it.
 The tussle between DoT and the telecom
companies has been on since 2005.
SC verdict
 In October 2019, the Supreme Court
upheld the DoT’s definition of AGR and
held that telecom service providers have
to pay fines and penalties on the unpaid
fees.
 Subsequently, the DoT filed an application
with the court to allow telecom firms to
pay the AGR dues worth Rs 1.43 lakh
crore in a staggered fashion spread over
20 years.
Why in News?
 The Supreme Court has given 10 years’
time for telecom firms to pay their AGR
dues to the government, instead of the old
20-year schedule suggested by the DoT.
 The 10-year timeline is aimed at
providing much needed relief to some of
the telcos which could have faced the
prospect of winding up their operations
for being unable to pay the entire amount
at one go.


4) New Priority Sector lending
norms

What is Priority Sector Lending?
 Priority Sector means those sectors which
the Government of India and Reserve
Bank of India consider as important for
the development of the basic needs of the
country and are to be given priority over
other sectors. The banks are mandated to

For free learning, visit www.officerspulse.com

encourage the growth of such sectors
with adequate and timely credit.
 Priority Sector includes the following
categories:
1) Agriculture
2) Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises
3) Export Credit
4) Education
5) Housing
6) Social Infrastructure
7) Renewable Energy
8) Others
 Targets Under the Priority Sector
Lending
o Domestic scheduled commercial banks
(excluding Regional Rural Banks and
Small Finance Banks) and Foreign banks
with 20 branches and above: 40 per
cent of Adjusted Net Bank Credit or Credit
Equivalent Amount of Off-Balance Sheet
Exposure, whichever is higher.
o Regional Rural Banks & Small finance
banks: 75 per cent of Adjusted Net Bank
Credit or Credit Equivalent Amount of OffBalance Sheet Exposure, whichever is
higher.
o Foreign banks with less than 20
branches: 40 per cent of Adjusted Net
Bank Credit or Credit Equivalent Amount
of Off-Balance Sheet Exposure, whichever
is higher, to be achieved in a phased
manner by 2020.
o Sub-targets are specified for certain
sectors like 18% to agriculture with 8% to
small and marginal farmers, 7.5% to
micro units etc.
Why in News?
 The RBI has released revised priority
sector lending guidelines to augment
funding to segments including start-ups
and agriculture.
 The revised PSL guidelines will enable
better credit penetration to credit
deficient areas, increase the lending to
small and marginal farmers and weaker
sections, boost credit to renewable
energy, and health infrastructure.
Changes made
 According to the revised guidelines, the
following categories have been made
eligible for finance under the priority
sector.
o Bank finance of up to ₹50 crore to
start-ups,
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loans to farmers both for installation
of solar power plants for solarisation
of grid-connected agriculture pumps,
and for setting up compressed biogas
(CBG) plants
The revised PSL guidelines have been
framed to address regional disparities
in the flow of priority sector credit.
Higher weightage has been assigned to
incremental priority sector credit in
‘identified districts’ where priority
sector credit flow is comparatively low.
The targets prescribed for ‘small and
marginal
farmers’
and
‘weaker
sections’ are being increased in a phased
manner and higher credit limit has been
specified
for
farmer
producer
organisations
(FPOs)/farmers
producers
companies
(FPCs)
undertaking farming with assured
marketing of their produce at a predetermined price.
While the loan limits for renewable
energy have been doubled now, the
credit limit for health infrastructure,
including those under ‘Ayushman

Since economic liberalisation in the early
1990s, Indian economy has clocked an
average of 7% GDP growth each year.
This year, it is likely to contract by 7%.
There have been four other instances of
minor contraction between 1965-68,
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Bharat’, has also been doubled to
improve
the
country’s
health
infrastructure.
Commercial banks have been instructed
to adhere to the revised guidelines.

5) GDP growth at -23.9% in Q1

What’s in the news?
 According to the latest data released by
the National Statistical Office, Indian
economy saw its worst contraction in
decades, with Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) shrinking by a record 23.9% in
the April to June quarter in comparison
to the same period last year.
 The contraction reflects the severe impact
of the COVID-19 lockdown, which halted
most economic activities, as well as the
slowdown trend of the economy even preCOVID-19.
What is the biggest implication?
 Economists expect this to contribute to a
contraction in annual GDP this year,
which may be the worst in the history of
independent India.

and 1972-73, but this year is likely to be
the worst since Independence.
How have each sector fared?
 In terms of the gross value added (GVA)
by different sectors of the economy, data
show that barring agriculture, where

11
GVA grew by 3.4%, all other sectors of
the economy saw their incomes fall.
 The worst affected were construction (–
50%), trade, hotels and other services (–
47%), manufacturing (–39%), and mining
(–23%). It is important to note that these
are the sectors that create the maximum
new jobs in the country.
 In a scenario where each of these sectors
is contracting so sharply — that is, their
output and incomes are falling — it would
lead to more and more people either
losing jobs (decline in employment) or
failing to get one (rise in unemployment).
What causes GDP contraction?
 In any economy, the total demand for
goods and services — that is the GDP — is
generated from one of the four engines
of growth.








In Q1, Private consumption — the
biggest engine driving the Indian
economy — has fallen by 27%. In money
terms, the fall is of Rs 5,31,803 crore over
the same quarter last year.
The
second
biggest
engine
—
Investments by businesses — has fallen
even harder — it is half of what it was
last year in the same quarter. In money
terms, the contraction is Rs 5,33,003
crore.
So the two biggest engines, which
accounted for over 88% of Indian total
GDP, Q1 saw a massive contraction.
The NX or the net export demand has
turned positive in this Q1 because
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o
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o

The biggest engine is consumption
demand (C) from private individuals. In
the Indian economy, this accounted for
56.4% of all GDP before this quarter.
The second biggest engine is the demand
generated by private sector businesses
(I). This accounted for 32% of all GDP in
India.
The third engine is the demand for
goods and services generated by the
government (G) and it accounted for
11% of India’s GDP.
The last engine is the net demand on
GDP after we subtract imports from
India’s exports (NX). In India’s case, it is
the smallest engine and, since India
typically imports more than it exports, its
effect is negative on the GDP.
Total GDP = C + I + G + NX

India’s imports have crashed more than
its exports.
 Government’s expenditure during this
period went up by 16% but this was
nowhere near enough to compensate for
the loss of demand in other sectors
(engines) of the economy.
 In other words, government’s spending
increased but it was so meagre that it
could cover just 6% of the total fall in
demand being experienced by people and
businesses.
 The net result is that the overall GDP has
declined by 24%.
What is the way out?
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When incomes fall sharply, private
individuals cut back consumption. When
private consumption falls sharply,
businesses stop investing. Since both of
these are voluntary decisions, there is no
way to force people to spend more and/or
coerce businesses to invest more in the
current scenario.
The same logic holds for exports and
imports as well.
Under the circumstances, there is only
one engine that can boost GDP and that
is the government (G). Only when the
government spends more — either by
building roads and bridges and paying
salaries or by directly handing out money
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— can the economy revive in the short to
medium term.
 If the government does not spend
adequately enough then the economy will
take a long time to recover.
What is holding back the government from
spending more?
 Even before the Covid crisis, government
finances were overextended. In other
words, it was not only borrowing but
borrowing more than what it should
have.
 As a result, the borrowing space of the
government is severely restricted.
For doubts and queries email us at:
doubts@officerspulse.com
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
1) Indra 2020

What’s in the news?
 Amid high operational alert by the Indian
Navy in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR)
due to the ongoing standoff with China in
Ladakh, India and Russia are scheduled to
hold the bilateral naval exercise, Indra
2020, in the Andaman Sea, close to the
strategic Strait of Malacca.
 This is the first bilateral naval exercise
since all such engagements were
suspended due to COVID-19.
 The timing of the exercise coincides with
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh’s visit to
Russia for the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) defence ministers
meet and also comes just after India
withdrew from the Kavkaz-2020
multinational exercise in Russia
scheduled for later this month.
Strategic importance
 In July, frontline warships of the Indian
Navy conducted a Passage Exercise
(PASSEX) with the U.S. aircraft carrier
USS Nimitz strike group in the same area
near the Andaman and Nicobar (A&N)
islands.
 With ongoing tensions, Indian Navy is
keeping a close watch on movement in
the IOR of Chinese Naval ships whose
presence has gone up considerably over
the years in the name of Anti-Piracy
patrols. In 2017, China opened its first
overseas military base in Djibouti in the
Horn of Africa.
 Given their strategic location, India has
also embarked on a major infrastructure
expansion plan on the A&N island chain.
Related information
About SCO
 Shanghai Cooperation Organisation is a
permanent
intergovernmental
international organisation established in
2001.
 It’s a Eurasian political, economic and
military organisation aiming to maintain
peace, security and stability in the region.
 Prior to the creation of SCO in 2001,
Kazakhstan, China, Kyrgyzstan, Russia
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and Tajikistan were members of the
Shanghai Five.
Following the accession of Uzbekistan to
the organisation in 2001, the Shanghai
Five was renamed the SCO.
India and Pakistan became members in
2017.
The SCO Secretariat, based in Beijing, is
the main permanent executive body of the
SCO.
Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure
The Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure
(RATS) is a permanent organ of the SCO
which serves to promote cooperation of
member states against the three evils of
terrorism, separatism and extremism.
It is headquartered in Tashkent.
The head of RATS is elected for a threeyear term.

2) International Commission of
Jurists

About ICJ
 The International Commission of Jurists
(ICJ) is
an international nongovernmental
organisation
which
promotes human rights and the rule of
law.
 Its membership consists of sixty eminent
jurists from around the world.
 The ICJ has an International Secretariat
based in Geneva, which has smaller
regional offices in South Africa, Thailand,
Nepal and Central America.
Why in News?
 The International Commission of Jurists
has said civil rights lawyer Prashant
Bhushan’s conviction for criminal
contempt of court by the Supreme Court
seemed to be inconsistent with the
freedom of expression law guaranteed by
the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights that India was a party to.
About ICCPR
 The International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR) is a multilateral
treaty adopted by the United Nations
General Assembly in 1966, and it came
into force in 1976.
 The ICCPR, together with the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and the
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International Covenant on Economic
Social and Cultural Rights, are considered
the International Bill of Human Rights.
The covenant commits its parties to
respect the civil and political rights of
individuals, including the right to life,
freedom of religion, freedom of speech,
freedom of assembly, electoral rights and
rights to due process and a fair trial.
At present, the Covenant has 173 parties
(including India).

3) 1267 sanctions committee

About the committee
 The 1267 sanctions committee of the
United Nations, also known as the ISIL
(Da-esh) and Al Qaida sanctions
committee, oversees sanctions measures
related to individuals, entities and groups.
 The committee can impose measures like
asset freezes, travel bans and arms
embargoes against designated individuals
and entities.
 It is one of the 14 sanctions committees
under the UN.
 Sanctions committees comprise all 15
members of the Security Council, and
each committee is chaired by a nonpermanent member on a rotational basis.
 All these sanctions committees (including
the 1267 sanctions committee) undertake
decisions
by
consensus.
This
requirement effectively gives a veto to all
15 members of the committee.
Why in News?
 The UN Security Council, led by US, UK,
France, Germany and Belgium, has
rejected Pakistan’s attempts to designate
two Indians as terrorists under its 1267
Committee
for
Counterterrorism
Sanctions.
 Pakistan had named them in an
application to the UNSC in 2019, claiming
that they now reside in India, and accused
India of being a “state-sponsor of
terrorism”.
 While the US, UK and France are
permanent members of the UNSC,
Germany and Belgium are non-permanent
members.

4)

Supply
Initiative

Chain

Resilience
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Background
 With COVID-19 and trade tensions
between China and the United States
threatening supply chains or actually
causing bottlenecks, Japan has mooted
the Supply Chain Resilience Initiative
(SCRI) as a trilateral approach to trade,
with India and Australia as the other
two partners.
What does supply chain resilience mean?
 In the context of international trade,
supply chain resilience is an approach
that helps a country to ensure that it
has diversified its supply risk across a
clutch of supplying nations instead of
being dependent on just one or a few.
 Unanticipated events — whether natural,
such as volcanic eruptions, tsunamis,
earthquakes or even a pandemic; or
manmade, such as an armed conflict in a
region — that disrupt supplies from a
particular country or even intentional
halts to trade, could adversely impact
economic activity in the destination
country.
What is Japan proposing?
 The COVID-19 pandemic has brought into
sharp focus that when assembly lines are
heavily dependent on supplies from one
country (in this case- China), the impact
on importing nations could be crippling if
that source stops production for
involuntary reasons, or even as a
conscious measure of economic coercion.
 In recent years, electrical and electronic
gear, and machinery, nuclear reactors and
boilers were sectors that clocked up
significant imports from China into Japan.
 So, any halt to supplies (as it happened
when China had to shut down factories in
regions hit by the SARS-CoV-2 virus that
has caused the COVID-19 pandemic)
could potentially impair economic activity
in Japan.
What does India stand to gain, or lose?
 Following the border tensions between
India and China, partners such as Japan
have sensed that India may be ready for
dialogue on alternative supply chains.
Earlier, India would have done little to
overtly antagonise China.
 But an internal push to suddenly cut
links with China would be impractical.
China’s share of imports into India in
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2018 (considering the top 20 items
supplied by China) stood at 14.5%. In
areas such as Active Pharmaceutical
Ingredients for medicines such as
paracetamol, India is fully dependent on
China. In electronics, China accounts for
45% of India’s imports.
Chinese supplies dominate segments of
the Indian economy. Sectors that have
been impacted by supply chain issues
arising out of the pandemic include
pharmaceuticals,
automotive
parts,
electronics, shipping, chemicals and
textiles.
Over time, if India enhances self-reliance
or works with exporting nations other
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than China, it could build resilience into
the economy’s supply networks.
While India appears an attractive option
for potential investors both as a market
and as a manufacturing base, trade
experts point to the need for India to
accelerate progress in ease of doing
business and in skill building.
Tax incentives, as the one recently
announced to compete with the likes of
Vietnam and the Philippines for
investments in manufacturing, alone may
not suffice.

For doubts and queries email us at:
doubts@officerspulse.com
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
1) DNA fingerprinting

Background
 Almost every cell in our body contains our
DNA.
 On average, about 99.9 per cent of the
DNA between two humans is the same.
 The remaining percentage is what makes
us unique (the only exceptions being
multiple individuals from a single zygote,
such as identical twins).
 Although this might sound like a small
amount, it means that there are around
three million base pairs that are different
between two people.
 These differences can be compared and
used to help distinguish a person from
others.
 Minisatellites are short sequences (1060 base pairs long) of repetitive DNA that
show greater variation from one
person to the next than other parts of
the genome.
 This variation is exhibited in the number
of repeated units or ‘stutters’ in the
minisatellite sequence.
 The first minisatellite was discovered in
1980.
What is a DNA fingerprint?
 DNA profiling, DNA testing, DNA analysis,
Genetic profile, DNA identification,
genetic fingerprinting, and genetic
analysis are some of the popular names
used for DNA fingerprinting.
 DNA fingerprinting is a method used to
identify an individual from a sample of
DNA by looking at unique patterns in
their DNA.
 DNA fingerprinting was invented in 1984
by Professor Sir Alec Jeffreys after he
realised that variations could be detected
in human DNA, in the form of these
minisatellites.
 DNA fingerprinting is a technique that
simultaneously
detects
lots
of
minisatellites in the genome to produce a
pattern unique to an individual. This is a
DNA fingerprint.
 The probability of having two people with
the same DNA fingerprint that are not
identical twins is very small.
For free learning, visit www.officerspulse.com

Just like the actual fingerprint, our DNA
fingerprint is something we are born
with, it is unique to each of us.
Applications
 It is employed usually in criminal
verification
and
crime
scene
investigation.
 However, it is also applicable to
establishing a relationship between two
persons and to know someone’s identity.
 The testing method is practiced not only
for humans but also for any organisms
present on earth.
 It is also used to identify inherited genetic
diseases and can be used to identify
genetic matches between tissue donors
and recipients.
 DNA fingerprinting is also a valuable tool
for confirming pedigree in animals, such
as purebred dogs and racehorses.
What are some concerns about the use of
DNA fingerprinting?
 Sample contamination, faulty preparation
procedures,
and
mistakes
in
interpretation of results are major
sources of error in DNA fingerprinting.
 These issues can cause discrepancies
between biological proof and legal proof
in court cases.
 In forensics, large amounts of high-quality
DNA are needed, yet forensic DNA
samples frequently are degraded or are
collected postmortem, rendering them of
lower quality and subject to producing
less reliable results than samples
obtained from a living individual.
Why in News?
 A draft report of the parliamentary
standing committee on science and
technology has flagged some alarming
provisions of the DNA Bill, 2019, that
could be misused for caste or
community-based profiling.


2)

CSIR-CMERI develops the
World's Largest Solar Tree

Why in News:
 CSIR-CMERI has developed the World’s
Largest Solar Tree, which is installed at
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CSIR-CMERI
Residential
Colony,
Durgapur.
Solar Tree
 The Solar Tree is much like that of a real
tree, where solar panels(act like leaves)
are connected through metal branches
using sunlight to make energy.
 Solar trees need nearly 100 times less
space to produce the same amount of
electricity as a horizontal solar plant.
 The CSIR-CMERI developed Solar Tree
besides being the World’s Largest Solar
Tree also has certain customizable
features for application at diverse sites.
The installed capacity of the Solar Tree is
above 11.5 kWp.
 The Solar Trees were designed in a
manner to ensure minimum Shadow
Area, thus potentially making these Solar
Trees available for widespread usage in
Agricultural activities such as High
Capacity Pumps, e-Tractors and e-Power
Tillers.
 This Agricultural Model can provide a
consistent economic return and help
the farmers counter the effects of the
uncertain variations in Agriculture
related activities, thus, making farming an
Economic and Energy Sustainable
practice
 The solar tree has the capability to
incorporate IOT based features, i.e.
round-the-clock CCTV surveillance in
agricultural fields, real-time humidity,
wind speed, rainfall prediction and soil
analytics sensors.
 Each Solar Tree has the potential to save
10-12 tons of CO2 emissions being
released into the atmosphere as
Greenhouse Gases when compared with
fossil fuel fired energy generation.
 The surplus generated power can be fed
into an Energy Grid.
 This Solar Tree is a Quantum Leap
towards making an Energy Reliant and
Carbon Negative India.
 The interested MSMEs can align their
Business Model with the Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Urja Suraksha evem Utthan
Mahabhiyan (PM KUSUM) Scheme for
farmers, for developing a Renewable
Energy based Energy Grid.
CSIR-NEERI
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CSIR-NEERI is a research institute
created and funded by the Government of
India. It functions under the Ministry of
Science & Technology.
It was established with focus on water
supply, sewage disposal, communicable
diseases and to some extent on industrial
pollution and occupational diseases

3) Indian Astronomers discover
one of the farthest Star
galaxies

About Astrosat
 ASTROSAT is India’s first dedicated
multi wavelength space observatory.
This
scientific
satellite
mission
endeavours for a more detailed
understanding of our universe.
 ASTROSAT is designed to observe the
universe in the Visible, Ultraviolet, low
and high energy X-ray regions of the
electromagnetic
spectrum
simultaneously with the help of its five
payloads.
 AstroSat with a lift-off mass of 1515 kg
was launched on September 28, 2015 into
a 650 km orbit inclined at an angle of 6
deg to the equator by PSLV-C30 from
Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota.
The minimum useful life of the AstroSat
mission is expected to be 5 years.
Why in News?
 India’s first Multi-Wavelength Space
Observatory "AstroSat" has detected
extreme-UV light from a galaxy located
9.3 billion light-years away from Earth.
 The galaxy called AUDFs01 was
discovered by a team from the InterUniversity Centre for Astronomy and
Astrophysics (IUCAA), Pune.
 This discovery is a very important clue to
how the dark ages of the Universe ended
and there was light in the Universe.

4) Researchers detect virus using
mass spectrometer

What’s in the news?
 Using mass spectrometer, researchers at
the Delhi-based Institute of Genomics and
Integrative Biology (IGIB) and the
National Centre for Disease Control
(NCDC) have been able to detect novel
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coronavirus with 95% sensitivity and
100% specificity with respect to RT-PCR.
About the study
 The new method can directly detect the
virus without amplifying the RNA for
detection, as is the case with RT-PCR.
 The new method relies on detecting the
presence of two peptides which are
unique to SARS-CoV-2 virus and not seen
in any other coronavirus or other viruses.
 Researchers could detect the peptides of
SARS-CoV-2 virus even in patients who
have recovered from the symptoms and
have tested negative for the virus by RTPCR. The peptides were present even
after 14 days of initial infection. This
highlights the sensitivity of the new
technique.
 Mass spectrometry (MS) is an analytical
technique that measures the mass-tocharge ratio of ions. The results are
typically presented as a mass spectrum, a
plot of intensity as a function of the massto-charge ratio. It has become a
fundamental technology for virology and
an important tool in probing the structure
and function of viruses. It has been used
to identify viral capsid proteins, detect
viral
mutants,
characterize
posttranslational modifications, and measure
intact viruses.
 Currently in India, RT-PCR tests can tell if
a person is infected with novel
coronavirus or not. It does not reveal the
amount of virus (viral load in scientific
parlance) present in the person. But there
is an indirect way of knowing the amount
of virus that a person might be
harbouring.
 The PCR test amplifies the genetic
material from coronavirus through
multiple cycles. Since coronavirus has
RNA, it is first converted into DNA, and
each cycle of amplification doubles the
amount of DNA. If there is just one DNA
molecule to start with, the amount of DNA
after 30 cycles of amplification will be 230
(2 raised to 30) times, or one billion
molecules. If there is more genetic
material to begin with, then fewer cycles
of amplification would be sufficient to
detect the DNA.
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5) The ‘rice of diabetes’: an
undeniable link?

What’s in the news?
 Higher consumption of white rice
regularly is associated with an increased
risk of diabetes, observes a paper
published after studying 1,32,373
individuals from 21 countries over 9.5
years.
Findings
 Higher the consumption of white rice, the
greater the risk of developing diabetes.
 The highest risk, according to the paper,
was seen in South Asia, which had the
highest consumption of white rice at
630gm a day. In Southeast Asia, it was
239 gm a day, and in China, which the
paper says has no significant association,
200 gm a day.
 The study acknowledges the role of
reduced physical activity as a
contributing factor, as also increase in
obesity rates, while it does adjust for
various other diabetogenic factors,
including family history.
India and Diabetes
 One in six people with diabetes in the
world is from India, coming in at number
two with an estimated 77 million
diabetics.
 Over 134 million Indians will be diabetics
in the next 25 years.
 Once diabetes is diagnosed, currently,
there is only fragmented care especially
because our health delivery system is
modelled for acute care rather than for
chronic care.

6) Pollution and bees

What’s in the news?
 National Centre for Biological Sciences
(NCBS) researchers have shown evidence
of air pollution’s adverse effect on Apis
dorsata, the Giant Asian honey bee.
Findings of the report
 Giant Asian honey bees are major
contributors of pollinating our crops,
fruits and flowering plants.
 Irregular heart rate, fewer blood cells,
and alterations in gene expressions
linked to stress, metabolism and
immunity, were some of the key findings
that came up after studying 1800 wild
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bees in and around Bengaluru, over a
span of four years.
 One of the striking differences that could
be clearly seen on bees’ bodies was the
toxic metal debris found on the wings of
these bees like lead, arsenic, tungsten,
aluminium, chromium and cobalt.
 Over 80% bees collected from moderate
and highly polluted locations die
within 24 hours.
Why the worry?
 Being the source of 80% of the country’s
honey, our food generating crops, fruit
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and flowering plants are highly
dependent on wild bees.
About 53% of mangoes will be lost, in
addition to yearly export worth ₹65000
lakh of the fruit getting wiped out without
insect pollinators like honey bees.
75% of our crop species rely mostly on
insects for production.

For doubts and queries email us at:
doubts@officerspulse.com
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ART & CULTURE
1) Channapatna toys
About

Channapatna toys are a particular form of
wooden toys (and dolls) that are
manufactured
in
the
town
of
Channapatna in the Ramanagara district
of Karnataka.
 This traditional craft is protected as a
geographical indication (GI) under the
World Trade Organization, administered
by the Government of Karnataka.
 As a result of the popularity of these toys,
Channapatna is known as Gombegala
Ooru (toy-town) of Karnataka.
 Channapatna toys have a 200 year old
history and are made out of wood — soft
ivory wood, teak, rubber, cedar or neem
— and lacquered with vibrant, natural
dyes.
 Its history has been traced to the era of
Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan in the 18th
century.
 The fame of Channapatna toys was built
on the smooth quality and bright colours
of the products that were safe to handle.
 The Channapatna toys are laced with
vegetable dyes and colours devoid of
chemicals and hence they are safe for
children.
Why in News?
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s thrust on
going vocal about local toys in his
monthly Mann Ki Baat has sent signs of
hope to the artisans of the Channapatna
toy town.
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi called
upon start-ups and entrepreneurs to
“team up for toys”, pointing out that
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India’s share in the ₹7 lakh crore global
toy market is minuscule.
 He asserted that the country has the
potential to be a hub for the industry.
In distress times
 As the number of skilled artisans coming
up is dwindling and the new generation is
loath to enter the business owing to
inadequate returns, the toy town is facing
an acute livelihood crisis.
 The COVID-19 pandemic has also dealt a
crippling blow to the toy industry.
 Notwithstanding the challenges, including
a threat from China, there is a consensus
that the sector can regain its glory and
compete internationally provided there
was government support like guaranteed
higher wages, marketing, and other
initiatives.

2) Renati Chola Inscription

Renati Cholas
 The Telugu Cholas of Renadu (Renati
Cholas) ruled over Renadu region, the
present day Kadapa district of Andhra
Pradesh. The earliest of this family was
Nandivarman (500 AD).
 They were originally independent, later
forced to the suzerainty of the Eastern
Chalukyas.
 The Cholas of Renadu claimed that they
belonged to Karikala Chola's dynasty.
 They are said to be the first kingdom to
use Telugu in administration and
inscriptions, instead of Sanskrit.
Why in News?
 A rare inscription dating back to the
Renati Chola era has been unearthed in a
remote village of Kadapa district that has
kindled interest among the fraternity of
archaeology and history.
Characteristics of the inscription
 It was found engraved on a dolomite
slab.
 Dolomite is a sedimentary carbonate
rock composed mostly of calcium
magnesium carbonate.
 The inscription was written in archaic
Telugu which was readable in 25 lines.
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It was assigned to the 8th Century A.D.,
when the region was under the rule of
Chola Maharaja of Renadu.
 The inscription seems to throw light on
the record of a gift of six Marttus (a
measuring unit) of land gifted to a
Brahmin serving the temple. Some lines
are indicative of the priority given to
morality in those days.
Related Information
Cholas
 The Cholas controlled the central and
northern parts of Tamil Nadu from
around the 8th-12th century AD, with
Tiger as their emblem.
 Their core area of the rule was the
Kaveri
delta,
later
known
as
Cholamandalam.
 The Cholas maintained an efficient navy.
 King Karikala was a famous king of the
Sangam Cholas. Sangam poems mention
the Battle of Venni where he defeated
the confederacy of Cheras, Pandyas and
eleven minor chieftains. Trade and
commerce flourished during his reign.
 He also founded the port city of Puhar
(identical with Kaveripattinam) and
constructed 160 km of an embankment
along the Kaveri River.
 Brihadisvara Temple was built by Chola
emperor Raja Raja Chola I (985-1014
AD) between 1003 AD and 1010 AD.
 In the conquests of Rajendra Chola came
almost the whole eastern part of
Sumatra, and the central and southern
parts of the Malay peninsula. He also
occupied the capitals of Srivijaya
(Indonesia) and Kedah (Malaysia).


3) Sree Narayana Guru Jayanti
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Sree Narayana Guru
 He was a pioneer reformer who rejected
the caste system and stressed the equality
of man. He also gave the universal
message, “One caste, one religion, one
God.”
 Aravipuram Movement was launched by
Sri Narayana Guru on Shivaratri day of
1888. On that day, Sri Narayana Guru
defied
the
religious
restrictions
traditionally placed on the Ezhava
community, and consecrated an idol of
Shiva at Aravipuram. The Aruvipuram
Pratistha was a historic event, because
members of a lower caste were usually
forbidden from entering the temple.
 He contributed many important literary
works, the most influential being
Atmopadesa Satakam which he composed
in 1897.
 He also founded an Advaita Ashram in
Kalady.
 He also lent his support to the Vaikkom
Satyagraha which was aimed at temple
entry in Travancore for the lower castes.
Mahatma Gandhi met Guru during this
time.
 Dr. Palpu, a devotee of Guru, established
the Sree Narayana Dharma Paripalana
Yogam (SNDP Yogam) in 1903 to further
Narayana Guru’s message.
Why in News?
 Kerala is set to have its own open
university named after social reformer
Sree Narayana Guru.
For doubts and queries email us at:
doubts@officerspulse.com
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PIB ANALYSIS
1) Mission Karmayogi

About :
 Mission Karmayogi is a nationwide
programme to lay the foundation for
capacity building of civil servants.
 It will help the officers to learn about the
best practices across the world.
 Officially
called
the
"National
Programme for Civil Services Capacity
Building", the mission plans to
transform
human
resource
management in the country.
 The fundamental focus of the reform is
the creation of a ‘citizen centric civil
service’ capable of creating and
delivering services conducive to economic
growth and public welfare.
 Mission Karmayogi shifts the focus from
“Rule based training to Role based
training”.
 Greater thrust has been laid on
behavioural change.
Objectives
 The role of Commission will be as under-
















Unfolding of Mission Karmayogi:
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To assist the PM Public Human
Resources Council in approving the
Annual Capacity Building Plans.
To exercise functional supervision over
all Central Training Institutions dealing
with civil services capacity building.
To create shared learning resources,
including internal and external faculty
and resource centers.
To coordinate and supervise the
implementation of the Capacity
Building Plans with the stakeholder
Departments.
To
make
recommendations
on
standardization of training and
capacity building, pedagogy and
methodology
To set norms for common mid-career
training programs across all civil
services.
To suggest policy interventions
required in the areas of HR
Management and Capacity Building to
the Government.

Mission Karmayogi programme will be
delivered by setting up a digital platform
called iGOTKarmayogi.
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The platform will act as a launchpad for
the National Programme for Civil Services
Capacity Building (NPCSCB), which will
enable a comprehensive reform of the
capacity building apparatus at the
individual, institutional and process
levels.
 NPCSCB will be governed by the Prime
Minister’s Human Resource Council,
which will also include state Chief
Ministers, Union Cabinet ministers and
experts. This council will approve and
review civil service capacity building
programmes.
 Besides this, there will be a Cabinet
Secretary Coordination Unit comprising
select secretaries and cadre controlling
authorities.
 Also, there will be a Capacity Building
Commission, which will include experts in
related fields and global professionals.
This commission will prepare and
monitor annual capacity building plans
and audit human resources available in
the government.
 Also, there will be a wholly-owned
Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV), which
will govern the iGOT-Karmayogi
platform.
 The SPV will create and operationalise the
content, market place and manage key
business services of iGOT-Karmayogi
platform.
Why in News?
 The Union Cabinet has approved Mission
Karmayogi, the national programme for
civil services capacity building.


2) Jal Jeevan Mission

About Jal Jeevan Mission
 Jal Jeevan Mission is envisioned to
provide safe and adequate drinking
water through individual household tap
connections by 2024 to all households
in rural India.



The goal of JJM is to provide functional
household tap connection to every
household with service level at the rate of
55 litres per capita per day (lpcd).



The programme will also implement
source sustainability measures as
mandatory elements, such as recharge
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and
reuse
through
grey
water
management, water conservation, rain
water harvesting. The Jal Jeevan Mission
will be based on a community approach
to water.
Key Objectives of the Mission are:

To provide Functional Tap Connection
(FHTC) to every rural household.

To prioritize provision of FHTCs in
quality affected areas, villages in drought
prone and desert areas, Sansad Adarsh
Gram Yojana (SAGY) villages, etc.

To provide functional tap connection to
Schools, Anganwadi centres, GP buildings,
Health centres, wellness centres and
community buildings.

To monitor functionality of tap
connections.

To promote and ensure voluntary
ownership among the local community by
way of contribution in cash, kind and/ or
labour and voluntary labour (shramdaan).

To bring awareness on various aspects
and significance of safe drinking water .
The institutional mechanism under JJM:
National
level

National Jal Jeevan Mission

State level

State Water and Sanitation
Mission (SWSM)

District level

District Water and Sanitation
Mission (DWSM)

Gram
Panchay
at level

Paani Samiti/ Village Water &
Sanitation
Committee
(VWSC)/ User group

Funding Pattern under JJM:
 The fund sharing pattern between Centre
and State is 90:10 for Himalayan and
North-Eastern States, 100 percent for
UTs and 50:50 for rest of the States.
Positive Outcomes of JJM:
 JJM would ensure functional household
tap connection to every rural household
where there is a demand and people
aspire for household piped water supply.
 It will significantly improve quality of
life, particularly of women and children.
 It will assist in Open defecation free
(ODF)-sustainability
as
water
is
important to sustain Swachh Bharat
Mission’s gains.
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In the rural areas, for developing invillage water supply infrastructure, water
resource
management,
source
strengthening/
augmentation,
distribution network, treatment plants,
etc., unskilled, semi-skilled and skilled
human resources will be required.
 Further there will be procurement of
various materials for water supply
systems. This will generate employment
and boost the economy.
Why in News?
 On completion of 1st year of Jal Jeevan
Mission, almost 2 Crore households have
been provided tap water connection.
More than 1 lakh families are given tap
water connections daily.


3)

Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya
Janaushadhi Pariyojana

About PMBJP
 Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi
Pariyojana (PMBJP) is a campaign
launched by the Department of
Pharmaceuticals to provide quality
medicines at affordable prices to the
masses.
 PMBJP stores have been set up to provide
generic drugs, which are available at
lesser prices but are equivalent in quality
and efficacy as expensive branded drugs.
Implementing Agency:
 Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India (BPPI)
is the implementing agency for PMBJP.






BPPI has been established under the
Department
of
Pharmaceuticals,
Government of India, with the support of all
the Pharma CPSUs.
It seeks to coordinate procurement, supply
and marketing of generic drugs through the
Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi
Kendras.
In April 2010, BPPI got registered as an
independent society under the Societies
Registration Act, 1860 as a separate legal
entity.

Objective:
 Making quality medicines available at
affordable prices for all, particularly the
poor
and
disadvantaged,
through
exclusive
outlets
"Jan
Aushadhi
Kendras", so as to reduce out of pocket
expenses in healthcare.
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Who can open a Jan Aushadhi Kendras ?
 State Governments or any organization /
reputed NGOs / Trusts / Private hospitals
/ Charitable institutions / Doctors /
Unemployed pharmacists/ individual
entrepreneurs are eligible to apply for
new Jan Aushadhi stores.
 The applicants shall have to employ one B
Pharma / D Pharma degree holder as
Pharmacist in their proposed store.
 They can be set up at any suitable place
within Government hospital or Private
hospital premises or anywhere outside
the premises.
Why in News?
 Union Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers
launched 8 immunity boosting products
under
Pradhan
Mantri
Bhartiya
Janaushadhi Pariyojana for sale through
Janaushadhi Kendras across the country.

4) Election Commission of India

About ECI :
 The Election Commission of India is an
autonomous constitutional authority
responsible for administering Union
and State election processes in India.
 The body administers elections to the Lok
Sabha, Rajya Sabha, and State Legislative
Assemblies in India, and the offices of the
President and Vice President in the
country.
 The Election Commission was established
in accordance with the Constitution on
25th January 1950.
Constitutional Provisions:
 Part XV of the Indian constitution deals
with elections and establishes a
commission for these matters.
 Article 324 to 329 of the constitution
deals with powers, function, tenure,
eligibility, etc of the commission and the
member.
Articles related to Election Commission
324

Superintendence, direction, and
control of elections to be vested in
an Election Commission.
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325

No person to be ineligible for inclusion
in, or to claim to be included in a
special, electoral roll on grounds of
religion, race, caste or sex.

326

Elections to the House of the People
and to the Legislative Assemblies
of States to be on the basis of adult
suffrage.

327

Power of Parliament to make provision
with respect to elections to
Legislatures.

328

Power of Legislature of a State to make
provision with respect to elections
to such Legislature.

329

Bar to interference by courts in
electoral matters.

Structure of the Commission
 The commission consists of one Chief
Election Commissioner and two
Election Commissioners. Originally the
commission had only one election
commissioner but after the Election
Commissioner Amendment Act, 1989, it
has been made a multi-member body.
 The President appoints Chief Election
Commissioner
and
Election
Commissioners.
 They have a fixed tenure of six years, or
up to the age of 65 years, whichever is
earlier.
 They enjoy the same status and receive
salary and perks as available to Judges
of the Supreme Court of India.
 According to Article 324 (5), the Chief
Election Commissioner can be removed
from office only through impeachment
by Parliament. However, the same
constitutional provision is silent about the
procedure for removal of the two Election
Commissioners. It only provides that they
cannot be removed from office except on
the recommendation of the CEC.
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The Commission transacts its business by
holding regular meetings and also by
circulation of papers. All Election
Commissioners have equal say in the
decision making of the Commission.
 If the Chief Election Commissioner and
other Election Commissioners differ in
opinion on any matter, such matters shall
be decided according to the opinion of
the majority.
Functions
 Election
Commission
of
India
superintendents, direct and control the
entire process of conducting elections to
Parliament and Legislature of every State
and to the offices of President and VicePresident of India.
 The most important function of the
commission is to decide the election
schedules for the conduct of periodic and
timely elections, whether general or byeelections.
 It prepares electoral rolls, issues
Electronic Photo Identity Card (EPIC).
 It decides on the location of polling
stations, assignment of voters to the
polling stations, location of counting
centers, arrangements to be made in and
around polling stations and counting
centers and all allied matters.
 It grants recognition to political parties &
allots election symbols to them along with
settling disputes related to it.
 The Commission also has advisory
jurisdiction in the matter of post-election
disqualification of sitting members of
Parliament and State Legislatures.
 It issues the Model Code of Conduct in
the election for political parties and
candidates so that no one indulges in
unfair practice or there is no arbitrary
abuse of powers by those in power.
 It sets limits of campaign expenditure per
candidate to all the political parties and
also monitors the same.
Why in News?
 Mr. Rajiv Kumar has been appointed as
the new Election Commissioner of India.
For doubts and queries email us at
doubts@officerspulse.com
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News in Depth
AIR NEWS
1)

Pradhan
Mantri
Sampada Yojana

Kisan

About PMKSY
 The Ministry of Food Processing
Industries has been implementing the
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sampada Yojana
(PMKSY) since 2017.
 PMKSY is a comprehensive package which
aims to create modern infrastructure
with
efficient
supply
chain
management from farm gate to retail
outlet.
 It aims to provide a big boost to the
growth of the food processing sector in
the country and also help in providing
better returns to farmers, reducing
wastage
of
agricultural
produce,
increasing the processing level and
enhancing the export of the processed
foods.
Objectives of PMKSY
 Creation of modern infrastructure for
food processing mega food parks/
clusters and individual units
 To create effective backward and forward
linkages - linking farmers, processors and
markets
 To
create
robust
supply
chain
infrastructure for perishables
Why in News?
 The Central government has given
permission to 27 projects under the
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sampada Yojana
for development of integrated cold chains
and value addition infrastructure in the
country.

2) Global Innovation Index



About the Index
Global Innovation Index (GII) is copublished
annually
by
Cornell
University, INSEAD Business School,
and the World Intellectual Property
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Organization (WIPO), a specialized
agency of the United Nations.
 GII ranks global economies according
to their innovation capabilities,
including roughly 80 indicators, grouped
into innovation inputs and outputs.
 The metrics include institutions, human
capital and research, infrastructure,
market sophistication and business
sophistication, knowledge and technology
outputs and creative outputs.
Why in News?
 The Global Innovation Index 2020 was
released recently.
Highlights of the Index
 India has been ranked 48th on the GII
2020 among 131 economies, breaking
into the top 50 countries for the first
time.
 India occupied the 52nd position in 2019
and was ranked 81st in the year 2015.
 Switzerland, Sweden, US, UK and
Netherlands are in the top spots of this
year's ranking.
How India fared?
 Three ‘clusters’ — Bengaluru, Delhi and
Mumbai — feature in the top 100 science
& technology hotspots, further endorsing
India’s presence in the global innovation
economy.
 The WIPO had also accepted India as one
of the leading innovation achievers of
2019 in the central and southern Asian
region, as it has shown a consistent
improvement in its innovation ranking
for the last 5 years.
 India increased the most in three pillars:
Institutions, business sophistication
and creative outputs.
 However, India continued to lag in
infrastructure. Also, it scored low in
human capital and research.
Measures by India
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The official statement noted that NITI
Aayog has been working tirelessly to
ensure optimisation of national efforts in
this direction by bringing policy-led
innovation in different areas such as
electric
vehicles,
biotechnology,
nanotechnology, space and alternative
energy sources.
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The India Innovation Index, which was
released last year by the NITI Aayog, has
been widely accepted as the major step in
the direction of decentralization of
innovation across all the states of India.
For doubts and queries email us at
doubts@officerspulse.com
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THE HINDU EDITORIALS
1) GST reform needs a new grand
bargain

Introduction:
 Three years ago, the Centre and the
States of the Union of India struck a grand
bargain resulting in the launch of the
unified Goods and Services Tax (GST)
era.
About Goods and Services Tax
 GST is an indirect tax (or consumption
tax) used in India on the supply of goods
and services.
 It is a comprehensive, multistage,
destination-based tax:
o Comprehensive because it has subsumed
almost all the indirect taxes except a
few state taxes.
o Multi-staged as it is, the GST is imposed
at every step in the production
process, but is meant to be refunded to
all parties in the various stages of
production other than the final consumer
and
o Destination-based tax, it is collected
from point of consumption and not
point of origin like previous taxes.
 The tax came into effect from 1 July
2017 through the implementation of the
One Hundred and First Amendment of
the Constitution of India by the Indian
government.
 The GST replaced existing multiple
taxes levied by the central and state
governments.
 The tax rates, rules and regulations are
governed by the GST Council.
About GST Council
 For information about the GST Council
refer Pulse issue no.3 editorial section.
Post GST era:
 The States gave up their right to collect
sales tax and sundry taxes, and the
Centre gave up excise and services tax.
 The
nationwide
GST
promised
frictionless commerce across State
borders, buoyant and leakproof tax
compliance, and removal of inefficiencies
like the cascade of “tax on tax”.
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It was the result of painstaking consensus
building, which inter alia involved
addressing the apprehension of States, of
revenue loss due to the GST.
Abdication of responsibility
 Prior to GST, States exporting goods to
other States collected a tax. GST is a
destination-based tax, i.e., the State where
the goods are sold receive the tax. This
implies that manufacturing States would
lose out while consuming States would
benefit.
 Their consent was secured by a promise
of reimbursing any shortfall in tax
revenues for a period of five years. This
reimbursement was to be funded by a
special cess called the GST compensation
cess.
 The modalities of the compensation cess
were
specified
by
the
GST
(Compensation to States) Act, 2017.
This Act assumed that the GST revenue of
each State would grow at 14% every year,
from the amount collected in 2015-16,
through all taxes subsumed by the GST.
 A State that had collected tax less than
this amount in any year would be
compensated for the shortfall.
 The amount would be paid every two
months based on provisional accounts,
and adjusted every year after the State’s
accounts were audited by the Comptroller
and Auditor General.
 This scheme is valid for five years, i.e.,
till June 2022.
Compensation cess fund
 A compensation cess fund was created
from which States would be paid for any
shortfall.
 An additional cess would be imposed on
certain items like Pan masala, cigarettes
and tobacco products, aerated water,
caffeinated beverages, coal, certain
passenger motor vehicles and this cess
would be used to pay compensation.
 The Act states that the cess collected and
such other amounts as may be
recommended by the [GST] Council would
be credited to the fund.
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Current scenario
 In the first two years of this scheme, the
cess collected exceeded the shortfall of
States.
 In the third year, 2019-20, the fund fell
significantly short of the requirement
(the total compensation was Rs. 1,65,302
crore while the compensation cess fund
collected was Rs. 95,444 crore)
 This was on account of slowdown in tax
collections as the economy slowed down
coupled with negative growth in sectors
such as motor vehicles which contributed
to the cess fund.
 This raises the question of how the
compensation will be made in the current
year.
Challenges before the states during
pandemic
 The tax collection has dropped
significantly, while expenditure needs
are sharply higher, especially at the
frontline of the battle, at the State level.
 States have been told that they are on
their own to meet the shortfall in
revenues.
 Using an equivalent of the Force Majeure
clause in commercial contracts, the
Centre is failing to fulfill its responsibility
of making up for the shortfall in 14%
growth in GST revenues to the states.
o (Force Majeure is a contractual provision
allocating the risk of loss if performance
becomes impossible or impracticable,
especially as a result of an event that the
parties could not have anticipated or
controlled)
Why is the onus on the Centre?
 States do not have recourse to multiple
options that the Centre has, such as issue
of a sovereign bond (in dollars or rupees)
or a loan against public sector unit shares
from the Reserve Bank of India.
 The Centre can anyway command much
lower rates of borrowing from the
markets as compared to the States.
 In terms of aggregate public sector
borrowing, it does not matter for the debt
markets, nor the rating agencies, whether
it is the States or the Centre that is
increasing their indebtedness.
 Fighting this recession through increased
fiscal stimulus is basically the job of
For free learning, visit www.officerspulse.com

macroeconomic stabilisation, which is the
Centre’s domain.
Way forward
Widening of tax base
 GST is a destination-based consumption
tax, which must include all goods and
services with very few exceptions, such
as food and medicine.
Standard rates
 That widening of the tax base itself will
allow us to go back to the original
recommendation of a standard rate of
12%, to be fixed for at least a five-year
period.
 A low moderate single rate of 12%
encourages better compliance, reducing
the need to do arbitrary classification.
Make space for state’s revenue
 Some extra elbow room for the States’
revenue autonomy is obtained by
allowing the States non VATable
surcharges on a small list of “sin” goods
such as liquor, tobacco, polluting goods
such as sport utility vehicles, and
industrial fuels such as diesel, aviation
turbine fuel and coal.
Sharing with the third tier of government
 Of the 12% GST, 10% should be equally
shared between the States and the Centre,
and 2% must be earmarked exclusively
for the urban and rural local bodies,
which ensures some basic revenue
autonomy to them.
 The actual distribution across panchayats,
districts and cities would be given by
respective State Finance Commissions.
Extend cess beyond 5 years
 Centre could borrow on behalf of the cess
fund. The tenure of the cess could be
extended beyond five years until the
cess collected is sufficient to pay off this
debt and interest on it.
Reset growth target
 The growth target should have been
linked to nominal GDP growth. If the
Centre can negotiate with States through
the GST Council to reset the assured tax
level, it could then bring in a Bill in
Parliament to amend the 2017 Act.
Conclusion
 GST is a crucial and long-term structural
reform which can address the fiscal
needs of the future, strike the right and
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2)

desired balance to achieve cooperative
federalism and also lead to enhanced
economic growth.
A new grand bargain is needed to
deliver that promise which the current
design and implementation has failed to
deliver.

Indiaan
alternative
investment destination

Context
 This article analyses the possibility of
India attaining the goal of becoming an
alternative
supply
source
and
investment destination to China.
India’s strength
 India’s identity as a democratic “unChina” is one of its strengths.
 India’s open and vibrant press,
independent
judiciary,
and
other
advantages of democratic governance
also provide a favourable contrast to
China.
Why does China score?
 China continues to offer investors many
advantages, such as a manufacturing
infrastructure and skill level that
allows innovations to move quickly from
prototype to product which took decades
of strategic planning.
Challenges before India to overtake China
 India’s own planning has been stepped up
with the government identifying key
sectors; surveying major companies about
perceived
roadblocks
to
Indian
investments; and increasing Invest
India’s outreach. However there are
some issues.
o The Indian government Budget that
pledged to create specialised industrial
zones is too small and is allocated among
too many locations to compete while
China’s specialised industrial zones are
massive, collocating companies, factories,
logistics, and even research and
universities.
o Policies such as taxes on foreign ecommerce companies and education
providers
seem
constructed
to
disadvantage foreign investors.
Way forward
Focus on States
For free learning, visit www.officerspulse.com

India should start by
focusing
development in those Indian States that
have already demonstrated the ability to
produce and export in key sectors.
 Foreign capital could also greatly increase
infrastructure funds beyond government
spending alone.
 India might also usefully build up new
industrial centres with an eye to
geography, for example linking the
southeast of the country to supply chains
in Southeast Asia.
Work on the framework
 India has taken a great step to reduce the
number of investments needing approval
by the Centre, and to increase intraMinistry coordination on foreign direct
investment policies.
 The same coordination could usefully be
extended to the appointment of a highlevel official or body in the Prime
Minister’s Office to ensure any and all
proposed economic policy changes are
consistent with the goal of attracting
foreign investment.
Conclusion
 India needs to show foreign investors it
has the benefits of China with fewer
risks as a relocation destination.
 A policy framework that is transparent,
predictable, and provides increased
consultations with existing and potential
foreign company stakeholders before
introducing new Indian economic policies,
will play a crucial role in determining
India’s foreign investment outlook.


3) A development that will hardly
put India at ease

Context
 The World Bank halted its annual
publication, ‘Doing Business’ report, on
data authenticity issues (as it detected
irregularities of data for a few countries).
 A systematic review and assessment of
data changes that occurred subsequent
to the institutional data review process
for the last five Doing Business reports is
being conducted.
About Ease of Doing Business (EoDB) index
 The Ease of Doing Business (EoDB) index
is a ranking system established by the
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World Bank Group. It is an aggregate
figure that includes different parameters
which define the ease of doing business in
a country.
How is it calculated?
 It is computed by aggregating the
distance to frontier scores of different
economies.
 The distance to frontier score uses the
‘regulatory best practices’ for doing
business as the parameter and benchmark
economies according to that parameter.
 The ten areas of study are defined as:
starting a business, dealing with
construction permits, getting electricity,
registering property, getting credit,
protecting minority investors, paying
taxes, trading across borders, enforcing
contracts, and resolving insolvency.
 An 11th area- employing workers, is
measured but not factored into the score.
Latest Ranking
 India has been ranked 63 in the Ease of
Doing Business Index, 2019 out of 190
countries marking an improvement of 14
places from its 77 position in 2018.
 India is among the top ten most improved
countries in the world for the third
consecutive year.
 Rankings are based on samples and audits
done in Mumbai and Delhi only (World
Bank has said it would be covering
Bengaluru and Kolkata too from next
year).
 India has progressed on seven out of the
10 parameters. The Goods and Service
Tax (GST) and the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC) top the list of
reforms that have propelled India’s rise in
rankings.
 However, it continues to trail in
parameters such as Ease of Starting
Business (rank 136), Registering Property
(rank 154), Paying Taxes (rank 115), and
Enforcing Contracts (rank 163).
 In the last five years, India’s ranking has
improved 79 places - to 63 in 2019 from
142 in 2014 - a record for a major
economy.
th
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Rankings and ‘Make in India’
 India has sought to improve its ease of
doing business index ranking, as a means
to attract investments to achieve the
targets set for ‘Make in India’, that was
announced in 2014.
 The initiative aims at: raising the
manufacturing sector’s share in GDP to
25% (from 16-17% per cent) and
creating 100 million additional jobs in
the manufacturing sector by 2022.
 India’s success in boosting its ease of
doing business ranking is spectacular, to
63rd rank in 2019, up from the 142nd
position in 2014.
 The World Bank decision to audit the
‘Doing Business’ report for the last five
years may soon cause discomfort by
shining a spotlight on the sharp rise in
India’s ranking.
Flaws with Ease Of Doing Business Report
Questionable predictive power
 There is no credible association with
improvement in the ranking and a rise in
investment inflows or output growth.
 Russia’s ease of doing business rank
jumped from 120 in 2012 to 20, six years
later, taking Russia ahead of China, Brazil,
and India, but without becoming a magnet
for investment inflows.
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China, on the contrary, attracted one of
the highest capital inflows but its ease of
doing business ranking was low and
hovered between 78 and 96 for the years
between 2006 and 2017.
Faulty design and implementation
 The Indicators used for the index are as
per the statute and not in reality.
 The data for computing the index are
obtained from larger enterprises in two
cities, Mumbai and Delhi, by lawyers,
accountants and brokers not from
entrepreneurs.
Implications for India
 Since 2015, the government has invested
considerable
political
and
administrative capital to improve
India’s global ranking, with impressive
success.
 But the enhanced ranking has meant
nothing on the ground.
 It has also failed to augment investment
and output growth.
 The share of the manufacturing sector
has stagnated at around 16-17% of GDP,
and 3.5 million jobs were lost between
2011-12 and 2017-18.
 Annual
GDP
growth
rate
in
manufacturing fell from 13.1% in 201516 to zero in 2019-20, as per the National
Accounts Statistics.
Conclusion
 India should do some soul searching as
to why the substantial rise in global
ranking has failed miserably on the
ground.


4) Appropriate strategy:On India
banning more China apps

Context:
 Over 200 Chinese apps, which were
accessed by millions of Indian users, have
been blocked by the Indian government.
Why did the government ban such apps?
 These apps were banned because they are
prejudicial to sovereignty and integrity
of India, defence of India, security of
State and public order.
 Several complaints point to that these
apps are “stealing and transmitting
users’ data in an unauthorized manner to
servers which have locations outside
India”.
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What is Section 69A of IT Act, 2000?
 The government has banned these many
apps by invoking Section 69A of IT Act,
2000.
 Section 69A of the Information
Technology Act, 2000, gives the Central
government the power to block public
access to any information online —
whether on websites or mobile apps.
 Under Section 69A, if a website threatens
India’s defence, its sovereignty and
integrity, friendly relations with foreign
countries and public order, the
government can ban it, after following
due procedure.
 The detailed procedures to do so are
listed
under
the
Information
Technology
(Procedure
and
Safeguards for Blocking Access of
Information by Public) Rules, 2009.
 Apart from this, a court may also issue
directions for blocking information
online.
 The Department of Telecommunications,
too, can issue blocking orders to internet
service providers, to enforce licensing
conditions.
Effect on China
 Loss of access to the Indian market will
sharply affect the ambitions of the
Internet giants emerging from China.
Criticism of India’s decision
 Indian approach should have followed
due process, where the focus was on
ensuring compliance with the law instead
of straight away blocking these apps en
masse.
 Millions of Indians who were engaging
with these platforms have to scramble
for alternatives.
Conclusion:
 A country with aspirations of global
leadership of tech, an industry which
thrives on global networks and rules
should have chosen appropriate strategy.
 Data protection law is a dire need along
with a more considered approach to tech
regulation.

5)

Environment
Index

Performance

Why in the news?
 India secured 168 rank in the 12th
edition of Environment Performance
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Index (EPI Index 2020) with a score of
27.6 out of 100.
 India’s rank was 177 (with a score of
30.57 out of 100) in 2018.
About EPI
 Environment Performance Index is a
biennial index released by Yale and
Columbia Universities in collaboration
with the World Economic Forum and
European Commission.
EPI 2020
 The Environmental Performance Index
ranks
180
countries
on
32
performance indicators across 11 issue
categories
covering
environmental
health and ecosystem vitality.
 The 2020 EPI features new metrics that
gauge waste management, carbon
dioxide emissions from land cover
change, and black carbon emissions –
all important drivers of climate change.
 Denmark ranks first in the EPI.
Poor performance in the South Asian
region
 All South Asian countries, except
Afghanistan, were ahead of India in the
ranking.
Country

Global
Scor
e in
the
EPI
Inde
x

Ranking
in
Sou
th
Asi
a

Global
ra
nki
ng

Bhutan

39.3

1

107

Sri

39.0

2

109

Maldive
s

35.6

3

127

Pakistan

33.1

4

142

Lan
ka
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Nepal

32.7

5

145

Banglad
esh

29.0

6

162

India

27.6

7

168

Afghanis
tan

25.5

8

178

Environmental health should be top
agenda
 India scored below the regional average
score on all five key parameters on
environmental health, including air
quality, sanitation and drinking water,
heavy metals and waste management.
 It has also scored below the regional
average on parameters related to
biodiversity and ecosystem services too.
Way forward
 India needs to re-double national
sustainability efforts on all fronts,
according to the index.
 The country needs to focus on a wide
spectrum of sustainability issues, with a
high-priority to critical issues such as
air and water quality, biodiversity and
climate change.

6)

A
missed
opportunityGopalakrishnan
Committee
report

Context
 The article highlights the importance of
non-personal data collected by the
government and its non-reference in the
Gopalakrishnan Committee report.
Background
 The Committee of Experts on the NonPersonal Data Governance Framework
under the Chairmanship of Mr.
Gopalakrishnan
has
recommended
making privately held non-personal
data “open”.
 The objective is to make such data
available for general use, though the
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committee does lay down conditions for
such data transfers.
 This has raised concerns about state
interference in the private data
ecosystem.
What is the issue?
 The report recommended making
privately held non personal data open
however missed an opportunity to
address the governance frameworks
around important non-personal data sets
in a country created by government
agencies.
What is Non-personal data?
 Non-personal data is any set of data which
does
not
contain
personally
identifiable information. This in essence
means that no individual or living person
can be identified by looking at such data.
 For example, while order details collected
by a food delivery service will have the
name, age, gender, and other contact
information of an individual, it will
become non-personal data if the
identifiers such as name and contact
information are taken out.
 For more information about Non personal
data refer Pulse issue 8.
Significance of Non Personal data
 Non Personal data can be useful in either
framing public policy or creating and
providing new services. For example,
o Aggregate data from land registries can
tell us a lot about land use patterns.
o Data related to traffic flows can be used to
guide traffic management.
 Non-personal data are also viewed as
critical for development of the Artificial
Intelligence ecosystem.
Why should data be open to citizens?
 Some of the most important non-personal
data sets are held by the government, or
result from taxpayer funding. There are
five reasons why these should be open to
the citizens of the country.
o The state should be transparent about
information that it has which will improve
accountability.
o If taxpayer money has funded any of the
data sets, then it is an obligation of the
state to return the fruits of that funding
to the taxpayer.
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By permitting the reuse of government
data sets, we avoid the need for
duplication.
o Government data sets, curated according
to publicly verified standards, can lead to
increased confidence in data quality and
increased usage.
o Free flow of information can have
beneficial effects on society in general.
Government policies promoting openness
of data
 Right to Information (RTI) Act, 2005,
mandates the disclosure of government
data on a suo moto basis.
 One of the nine pillars of the Digital India
Policy is “information for all”.
 The National Data Sharing and
Accessibility Policy (NDSAP), 2012
requires all non-sensitive information
held by public authorities to be made
publicly accessible in machine readable
formats (subject to conditions).
 The government has also set up an Open
Government Data Platform to provide
open access to data sets held by
ministries and other agencies of the
government.
 Various States have also either created
their own data portals or have provided
data sets to the Open Government Data
Platform.
Failure to create an open data society
 There are two reasons for our failure to
create an open data-based society
practically.
o Lack of clarity in some of the provisions
of the NDSAP or the relevant
implementation guidelines.
o Inability
to
enforce
guidelines
appropriately, which has meant that data
sets released by governments are often
inconsistent,
incomplete,
outdated,
published in non-machine readable or
inconsistent formats, include duplicates,
and lack quality (or any) metadata,
thereby reducing re-usability.
Criticism of Gopalakrishnan Committee
report
 The Gopalakrishnan Committee could
have evaluated what is going wrong with
existing policies and practice pertaining
to government data, and deliberated on
how these can be addressed.
o
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Instead, the report largely focuses on the
dangers posed by data collection by
private sector entities.
Many of the concerns that should be
addressed in the report that are central to
the governance of the data ecosystem
have sadly remained in the background.
For instance, India’s cybersecurity
framework continues to be woefully
inadequate, while even the Justice B.N.
The Srikrishna Committee report of
2018 highlighted the need to restrict the
growing power of the state to carry out
surveillance.
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Conclusion
 Since data governance is a relatively new
concept in India, the government would
be better served in taking an incremental
approach to any perceived problems.
 This should begin with reforming how
the government itself deals with
citizens’ data.
For doubts and queries email us at
doubts@officerspulse.com
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INDIAN EXPRESS EXPLAINED
1)

OBC
sub
categorisation
findings and progress so far

Why in the news?
 The Supreme Court in the last week of
August gave consent on the subcategorisation of SC and ST list to make
the benefits reach the poorest of the poor
and also referred it to a larger
constitutional bench.
 In this angle, we shall discuss the
progress of OBC sub-categorisation which
has started 3 years before.
What was the issue with OBC reservation?
 The Other Backward Classes (OBC)
communities are given 27% reservation
by the Central Government for education
and employment.
 Presently there are more than 2600
communities in the list. But the major
part of the reservation is reaped by only a
few affluent communities under the list,
hence a committee was set up for the subcategorisation.
Commission for Sub-Categorisation of OBCs
 The 4-member commission was set up in
2017 under Article 340 to examine the
issues of the sub-categorization of Other
Backward Classes. It was set up for the
period of 12 weeks but has been extended
till January 2021. It is headed by former
Delhi High Court Chief Justice G Rohini.
 There were 3 objectives initially but later
another one was added to refine the subcategorisation.
 To examine the extent of inequitable
distribution of benefits of reservation
among the castes or communities
included in the broad category of Other
Backward Classes with reference to such
classes included in the Central List;
 To work out the mechanism, criteria,
norms and parameters in a scientific
approach for sub-categorisation within
such Other Backward Classes; and
 To take up the exercise of identifying the
respective castes or communities or subcastes or synonyms in the Central List of
Other Backward Classes and classifying
them into their respective sub-categories.
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To study the various entries in the Central
List of OBCs and recommend correction
of
any
repetitions,
ambiguities,
inconsistencies and errors of spelling or
transcription.
What are some findings of the commission?
 97% of all jobs and educational seats have
gone to just 25% of all sub-castes
classified as OBCs;
 24.95% of these jobs and seats have gone
to just 10 OBC communities;
 983 OBC communities — 37% of the total
— have zero representation in jobs and
educational institutions;
 994 OBC sub-castes have a total
representation of only 2.68% in
recruitment and admissions.
What is the present status of the
commission?
 The committee is ready with a draft list of
the sub-categorisation but it was withheld
as it can build a political turmoil. There is
an attempt for estimating the population
of OBC communities which is said to be
fulfilled through the upcoming census.
The sub-categorised list may be published
further with correction after the census.


For doubts and queries email us at:
doubts@officerspulse.com
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al/ngt-slams-ministrys-report-on-cleanairprogramme/article32440795.ece#:~:text
=The%20National%20Green%20Tribuna
l%20has,of%20air%20pollution%20by%
202024.&text=It%20said%20the%20Mo
EF's%20view,constitutional%20mandate
%20under%20Article%2021.
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https://www.thehindu.com/news/nation
al/kerala/lakshadweep-islands-to-havemore-kerala-barn-owls-to-killrats/article32467160.ece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barn_owl
https://www.iucnredlist.org/species/226
88504/86854321#text-fields

Economy
 https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/m
arkets/bonds/rbi-announces-specialomo-of-rs-20000crore/articleshow/77734922.cms
 https://www.businessstandard.com/article/economypolicy/trying-to-facilitate-borrowing-ofrs-2-35-trn-for-states-from-rbi-centre120082701218_1.html
 https://www.thehindu.com/news/nation
al/gst-council-urged-to-hikecompensation-cess-on-tobaccoproducts/article32430594.ece
IR






https://www.thehindu.com/business/Ec
onomy/what-is-the-new-idea-on-supplychains/article32476160.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/nation
al/prashant-bhushans-conviction-seemsat-odds-with-international-free-speechlaw-international-commission-ofjurists/article32496322.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/nation
al/unsc-rejects-pakistan-attempt-to-listindians-on-terrorlist/article32507766.ece

S&T
 https://www.yourgenome.org/facts/wha
t-is-a-dna-fingerprint
o https://www.britannica.com/science/DN
A-fingerprinting
o https://geneticeducation.co.in/dnafingerprinting-definition-steps-methodsandapplications/#Applications_of_DNA_finge
rprinting
 https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx
?PRID=1650102#:~:text=CSIR%2DCMER
I%20has%20developed%20the,Tree%20
is%20above%2011.5%20kWp.
 https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePag
e.aspx?PRID=1650396
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o

https://www.thehindu.com/scitech/health/detecting-coronavirus-usingmass-spectrometer/article32508000.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/scitech/health/the-rice-of-diabetes-anundeniable-link/article32516022.ece
https://www.livemint.com/news/busine
ss-of-life/air-pollution-cutting-short-lifespan-of-wild-honey-bees11597115869885.html
https://www.thehindu.com/scitech/science/inhaling-polluted-air-canlead-to-braindamage/article32531724.ece

o



o
Editorials
 https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead
/gst-reform-needs-a-new-grandbargain/article32491188.ece#:~:text=A
%20A%20A,The%20GST%20compensation%20issue
%20strengthens%20the%20necessity%2
0for%20a%20new,Services%20Tax%20(
GST)%20era.
o https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/oped/making-up-for-shortfalls-in-gstcollection/article32319744.ece
o https://www.investopedia.com/terms/g/
gst.asp#:~:text=The%20goods%20and%
20services%20tax%20(GST)%20is%20a
%20value%2D,selling%20the%20goods
%20and%20services.
o https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/s
mall-biz/legal/what-is-force-majeurethe-legal-term-everyone-should-knowduring-covid-19crisis/articleshow/75152196.cms
 https://www.thehindu.com/todayspaper/tp-opinion/despite-the-messagingit-is-still-advantagechina/article32482849.ece
 https://www.thehindu.com/todayspaper/tp-opinion/a-development-thatwill-hardly-put-india-atease/article32482847.ece
 https://theprint.in/opinion/can-chineseapps-appeal-india-ban-section-69a-of-itact-hasanswer/455316/#:~:text=Section%2069
A%20of%20the%20Information%20Tec
hnology%20Act%2C%202000%2C%20w
as%20introduced,on%20websites%20or
%20mobile%20apps.&text=Apart%20fro
m%20this%2C%20a%20court,directions
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%20for%20blocking%20information%20
online.
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/edit
orial/appropriate-strategy-the-hindueditorial-on-india-banning-more-chinaapps-includingpubg/article32526614.ece
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/
wildlife-biodiversity/india-mustredouble-sustainability-effortsenvironment-performance-index71603#:~:text=India%20secured%2016
8%20rank%20in,out%20of%20100)%20
in%202018.
https://www.thehindu.com/todayspaper/tp-opinion/the-environment-is-anational-issue/article32492054.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todayspaper/tp-opinion/a-missedopportunity/article32509413.ece

PIB









1)https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.
aspx?PRID=1650633
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePa
ge.aspx?PRID=1650650
2)https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleaseP
age.aspx?PRID=1650923
3)https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleaseP
age.aspx?PRID=1651037
4)https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleaseP
age.aspx?PRID=1651088#:~:text=ECI%2
0formally%20welcomes%20Election%20
Commissioner%20Shri%20Rajiv%20Ku
mar&text=Chief%20Election%20Commis
sioner%2C%20Shri%20Sunil,in%20the%
20Commission%20meeting%20today.
https://eci.gov.in/about/about-eci/thefunctions-electoral-system-of-india-r2/

AIR





http://newsonair.com/News?title=Govt.gives-nod-to-27-integrated-cold-chaindevelopment-projects-under-PM-KisanSAMPADA-Yojana&id=398784
http://newsonair.com/News?title=Indiaranks-in-top-50-countries-for-1st-time-inGlobal-Innovation-Index&id=398887

ART and CULTURE
 https://www.thehindu.com/society/talkof-the-toy-town-the-channapatna-
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artisans-are-in-direstraits/article31533199.ece/amp/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Channapat
na_toys
https://cocktailzindagi.com/channapatna
-mystical-land-amazing-wooden-toys/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/nation
al/karnataka/concerns-raised-overchannapatnas-toystory/article32480475.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/nation
al/andhra-pradesh/rare-inscriptionunearthed/article32490807.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/nation
al/kerala/open-university-set-to-becomereality/article32516733.ece

Indian Express Explained
 https://pib.gov.in/Pressreleaseshare.aspx
?PRID=1575533
 https://indianexpress.com/article/explai
ned/obc-sub-categorisation-findingsprogress-by-a-panel-so-far-6580748/
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