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News @ a glance 
POLITY 

 

1) Members of Parliament Local 
Area Development Scheme 

About: 
 The Members of Parliament Local Area 

Development Scheme (MPLADS) is meant 
to enable Members of Parliament to 
recommend works of developmental 
nature with emphasis on creation of 
durable community assets based on 
locally felt needs to be taken up in their 
constituencies in the area of national 
priorities namely drinking water, 
education, public health, sanitation, roads 
etc. 

 The Ministry of Statistics and 
Programme Implementation has been 
responsible for the policy formulation, 
release of funds and prescribing 
monitoring mechanism for 
implementation of the Scheme. 

Features: 
 The MPLADS is a Plan Scheme fully 

funded by the Government of India. The 
annual MPLADS fund entitlement per MP 
constituency is Rs. 5 crore. 

 MPs are to recommend every year, 
works costing at least 15 percent of the 
MPLADS entitlement for the year for 
areas inhabited by Scheduled Caste 
population and 7.5 per cent for areas 
inhabited by S.T. population. 

 In order to encourage trusts and societies 
for the betterment of tribal people, a 
ceiling of Rs. 75 lakh is stipulated for 
building assets by trusts and societies 
subject to conditions prescribed in the 
scheme guidelines. 

 Lok Sabha Members can recommend 
works within their Constituencies and 
Elected Members of Rajya Sabha can 
recommend works within the State of 
Election (with select exceptions).  

 Nominated Members of both the Rajya 
Sabha and Lok Sabha can recommend 
works anywhere in the country. 

 All works to meet locally felt 
infrastructure and development needs, 
with an emphasis on creation of durable 
assets in the constituency are permissible 
under MPLADS as prescribed in the 
scheme guidelines.  

 Expenditure on specified items of non 
durable nature are also permitted as 
listed in the guidelines. 

Implementation: 
 A Member of Parliament shall give his/ 

her choice of Nodal District in a 
prescribed format to the Ministry of 
Statistics and Programme Implementation 
with copy to the State Government and to 
the District Magistrate of the chosen 
District. 

 The annual entitlement of Rs 5 crore shall 
be released, in two equal instalments of 
Rs 2.5 crore each, by Government of India 
directly to the District Authority of the 
Nodal District of the Member of 
Parliament concerned. 

 Each MP shall recommend eligible work 
on the MP’s letter head duly signed by the 
MP to the district authority. 

 The District Authority shall identify the 
Implementing Agency capable of 
executing the eligible work qualitatively, 
timely and satisfactorily. It shall be 
responsible for timely and effective 
implementation of such works.  

 MPLAD Scheme can be converged in 
individual/stand-alone projects of 
other Central and State Government 
schemes provided such works of 
Central/State Governments Schemes are 
eligible under MPLADS.  

 Funds from local bodies can similarly also 
be pooled with MPLADS works.  

 One MP - One Idea: Based on the 
innovative ideas received from the local 
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people regarding developmental projects, 
a ‘One MP – One Idea’ Competition may be 
held in each Lok Sabha constituency 
annually to select the three best 
innovations for cash awards and 
certificate of appreciation for the next five 
best innovations. 

Why in News? 
 Recently, the government announced 

suspension of MPLADS for two years, due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 During the ongoing Parliament session, 
members of several parties are 
demanding the restoration of the 
suspended MPLAD Scheme Fund. 

Rationale behind the two year suspension 
of theMPLAD scheme 

 Suspension of the MPLAD Scheme will 
make Rs 7,800 crore available to the 
government which will  go to the 
Consolidated Fund of India to fight 
COVID-19 . 

Arguments raised by opposition parties 
against the suspension of MPLADS: 

 It will adversely impact grass-root level 
work as the MPLAD is meant to execute 
development work in the constituency, 
suspending it is a huge disservice to the 
constituents and will undermine the role 
and functions of MP. 

 During the times of COVID-19 pandemic, 
MPLADS funds could have been used for 
procurement of such supplies that will 
help in fighting against the disease. 

 By suspending MPLADS, the government 
will take away the expenditure which 
would attend to unique requirements of 
an area. This centralisation goes against 
federalism, development. 

 As the scheme attempts to address large 
variations in infrastructure across the 
states, the suspension will make it 
difficult to reduce inequality in 
development . 

 MPLADS has enabled MPs to play a 
leadership role in the developmental 
process of his constituency and sort out 
its day-to-day problems.  

 The suspension of the MPLADS for 2020-
21 and 2021-22 in the wake of the 
pandemic has done away with this vital 
role of MPs. 

2) Aircraft (Amendment) Bill 
2020 

What is it? 
 The Bill seeks to amend the Aircraft Act, 

1934.  The Act regulates the manufacture, 
possession, use, operation, sale, import 
and export of civil aircrafts, and licensing 
of aerodromes.   

 The Aircraft Act of 1934  
 It was enacted to make provisions for the 

control of the manufacture, possession, 
use, operation, sale, import and export of 
aircraft. 

 It makes provisions for securing the 
safety of aircraft operations in India, and 
for carrying out civil aviation operations 
as per internationally accepted standards, 
procedures and practices as laid down by 
the International Civil Aviation 
Organisation (ICAO). 

Key provisions of the Bill include: 
 Authorities:  The Bill converts three 

existing bodies under the Ministry of Civil 
Aviation into statutory bodies under the 
Act. These three authorities are:  

(i) the Directorate General of Civil Aviation 
(DGCA),  

(ii) the Bureau of Civil Aviation Security 
(BCAS), and  

(iii) the Aircraft Accidents Investigation 
Bureau (AAIB).   

 Each of these bodies will be headed by a 
Director General who will be appointed 
by the centre.   

About Directorate General of Civil Aviation 
 It is an attached office of the Ministry of 

Civil Aviation. 
 Functions: 
 The Directorate General of Civil Aviation 

is the regulatory body in the field of Civil 
Aviation primarily dealing with safety 
issues.  

 It is responsible for the regulation of air 
transport services to/from/within India 
and for enforcement of civil air 
regulations, air safety, and airworthiness 
standards.  

 It also coordinates all regulatory functions 
with the International Civil Aviation 
Organisation. 

 About the Bureau of Civil Aviation 
Security  
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 It is an attached office of the Ministry of 
Civil Aviation. 

 It is the regulatory authority for civil 
aviation security in India.  

 Director General (Bureau of Civil 
Aviation) is responsible for the 
development, implementation and 
maintenance of the National Civil Aviation 
Security Programme. 

Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau, 
India  

 It is an attached office of the Govt of India, 
Ministry of Civil Aviation.  

 AAIB is responsible for classification of 
"Safety Occurrences" involving aircraft 
operating in the Indian Airspace into 
Accidents, Serious Incidents and 
Incidents. 

 Power of centre to make rules:  Under 
the Act, the central government may make 
rules on several matters.  These include:  

(i) registration of aircraft,  
(ii) regulating air transport services, and  
(iii) prohibition of flight over any specified 

area.   
 Penalty: The Bill proposes to increase the 

fine amount for violations of rules from 
₹10 lakh to ₹1 crore for aviation industry 
players. 

 Powers of central government : It may 
cancel the licences, certificates or 
approvals granted to a person under the 
Act if the person contravenes any 
provision of the Act. 

 Exemptions for Armed Forces : The Act 
exempted aircrafts belonging to the naval, 
military, or air forces of the Union. 

Why in News? 
 The Parliament recently passed The 

Aircraft (Amendment) Bill 2020. 
 

3) New Agri Bills and issues 
against it 

Why in News? 
 Three Bills on agriculture reforms were 

introduced in the Parliament to replace 
the ordinances issued during the 
lockdown. Farmers have been protesting 
against the three bills which are: 

1. The Farmers’ Produce Trade and 
Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) 
Bill, 2020 

2. The Farmers (Empowerment and 
Protection) Agreement of Price Assurance 
and Farm Services Bill, 2020. 

3. The Essential Commodities (Amendment) 
Bill, 2020. 

About Farmers' Produce Trade and 
Commerce (Promotion and 
Facilitation) Bill, 2020 

 It aims at opening up agricultural sale 
and marketing outside the notified 
Agricultural Produce Market 
Committee or APMC mandis for farmers.  

 It removes barriers to inter-State trade 
and provides a framework for 
electronic trading of agricultural 
produce. 

 It also prohibits State governments 
from collecting market fee, cess or levy 
for trade outside the APMC markets. 

About APMC 
 Agricultural Produce Market Committee 

(APMC) is a system operating under the 
State Government . 

 The APMC has Yards/Mandis in the market 
area regulating the notified agricultural 
produce and livestock.  

 The introduction of APMC was to limit the 
occurrence of Distress Sale by the farmers 
under the pressure and exploitation of 
creditors and other intermediaries. 

 APMC ensures worthy prices and timely 
payments to the farmers for their 
produce. 

 APMC is also responsible for the regulation 
of agricultural trading practices. This 
results in multiple benefits like: 

o Intermediaries are eliminated 
o Improved market efficiency through a 

decrease in market charges 
o The producer-seller interest is well 

protected 

The Farmers (Empowerment and 
Protection) Agreement of Price 
Assurance and Farm Services 
Ordinance relates to contract farming 

 It provides a framework on trade 
agreements for the sale and purchase 
of farm produce.  

 The mutually agreed remunerative price 
framework envisaged in the legislation is 
seen as an initiative to protect and 
empower farmers. 
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 The farming agreement, entered prior to 
the production or rearing of any farm 
produce, lists the terms and conditions for 
supply, quality, grade, standards and price 
of farm produce and services. 

The Essential Commodities (Amendment) 
Ordinance  

 This removes cereals, pulses, oilseeds, 
edible oils, onion and potatoes from 
the list of essential commodities.  

 The amendment will deregulate the 
production, storage, movement and 
distribution of these food 
commodities.  

 The central government is allowed 
regulation of supply during war, famine, 
extraordinary price rise and natural 
calamity, while providing exemptions for 
exporters and processors at such times as 
well. 

 Imposition of any stock limit on 
agricultural produce must be based on 
price rise.  

 A stock limit may be imposed only if there 
is a 100% increase in retail price of 
horticultural produce; and a 50% increase 
in the retail price of non-perishable 
agricultural food items. 

 (For concerns and criticisms refer 
editorial section) 

 

4) Supplementary grants 
Different types of grants 
 In addition to the budget that contains the 

ordinary estimates of income and 
expenditure for one financial year, 
various other grants are made by the 
Parliament under extraordinary or special 
circumstances. 

Supplementary grants 
 It is granted when the amount authorised 

by the Parliament through the 
appropriation act for a particular service 
for the current financial year is found to 
be insufficient for that year. 

Additional grants 
 It is granted when a need has arisen 

during the current financial year for 
additional expenditure upon some new 
service not contemplated in the budget 
for that year. 

Excess grant 

 It is granted when money has been spent 
on any service during a financial year in 
excess of the amount granted for that 
service in the budget for that year. It is 
voted by the Lok Sabha after the financial 
year.  

 Before the demands for excess grants are 
submitted to the Lok Sabha for voting, 
they must be approved by the Public 
Accounts Committee of Parliament. 

Vote of Credit 
 It is granted for meeting an unexpected 

demand upon the resources of India, 
when on account of the magnitude or the 
indefinite character of the service, the 
demand cannot be stated with the details 
ordinarily given in a budget.  

 Hence, it is like a blank cheque given to 
the Executive by the Lok Sabha. 

Exceptional grant 
 It is granted for a special purpose and 

forms no part of the current service or 
any financial year. 

Token grant 
 It is granted when funds to meet the 

proposed expenditure on a new service 
can be made available by reappropriation. 
A demand for the grant of a token sum (of 
Re 1) is submitted to the vote of the Lok 
Sabha and if assented, funds are made 
available.  

 Reappropriation involves transfer of 
funds from one head to another. It does 
not involve any additional 
expenditure. 

Regulation 
 Supplementary, additional, excess and 

exceptional grants and vote of credit are 
regulated by the same procedure which 
is applicable in the case of a regular 
budget. 

Why in News? 
 Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 

tabled the first batch of Supplementary 
Demands for Grants for this financial year 
in the Lok Sabha, in which the Centre has 
sought Parliament approval for a gross 
additional expenditure of ₹2.35 lakh 
crore. 

News in detail 
 The biggest chunk goes towards the State 

governments, including ₹44,340 crore in 
post-devolution revenue deficit grants, 
and ₹2,262 crore as grants-in-aid for the 
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State Disaster Response Funds, in 
accordance with the interim 
recommendations of the 15th Finance 
Commission. 

 The other large allocation is for the 
₹40,000 crore additional funding 

promised to the Mahatma Gandhi 
National Rural Employment Guarantee 
Act (MGNREGA) scheme. 

For doubts and queries email us at: 
doubts@officerspulse.com 
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ENVIRONMENT  
 

 
1) Reforming the Prevention of 

Cruelty to Animals (PCA) Act, 
1960  

What is the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals Act? 

 It was proposed by acclaimed dancer 
Rukminidevi Arundale in 1960.  

 This act provides for punishment for 
causing unnecessary cruelty and suffering 
to animals. It : 

 Defines animals and different forms of 
animals. 

 Enshrines the provisions relating to the 
establishment of an animal welfare 
board, its constitution, powers, and 
functions. 

 Discusses different forms of cruelty, 
exceptions, and killing of a suffering 
animal in case any cruelty has been 
committed against it, so as to relieve it 
from further suffering. 

 Provides the guidelines relating to 
experimentation on animals for scientific 
purposes. 

 Enshrines the provisions relating to the 
exhibition of the performing animals, and 
offences committed against the 
performing animals. 

 Provides for the limitation period of 3 
months beyond which no prosecution 
shall lie for any offences under this Act.  

 It was amended in 1982 to add few 
clauses.  

What are the problems with the existing 
law? 

 The PCA Act suffers from ambiguity in 
definition. The law was enacted to 
“prevent the infliction of unnecessary 

pain or suffering on animals”.  The term 
UNNECESSARY pain has not been 
defined in the law. This leaves crucial 
questions of animal welfare to the 
subjective moral compass of judges.  

 This act punishes the most serious forms 
of animal violence with a very small fine 
of ₹50.  

 There is no grading of the offences 
according to their severity. Severe 
offences are treated on a par with less 
severe ones. 

 At present, a majority of the offences 
under the Act are non-cognisable. The 
more severe offences must be made 
cognisable (an offence, where a police 
officer can arrest without a warrant) and 
non-bailable. 

 Though Section 11 of the PCA act 
criminalises several forms of animal 
cruelty, the sub-section (3) carves out 
exceptions for animal husbandry 
procedures such as dehorning, 
castration, nose-roping, and branding. 

 Though these exceptions are present, 
there have been no started guidelines 
for these procedures which allows people 
to resort cruel methods. 

Way Forward 
 Under the Fundamental Duties of the 

Constitution, it calls all the citizens to 
“have compassion for living creatures”. 
Hence, the PCA act should be amended to 
have objectivity and protect vulnerable 
animals. 

For doubts and queries email us at 
doubts@officerspulse.com  
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ECONOMY 
 

1) Enemy Property 
What is “enemy property”? 
 In the wake of the India-Pakistan wars of 

1965 and 1971, there was migration of 
people from India to Pakistan. Under the 
Defence of India Rules framed under The 
Defence of India Act, 1962, the 
Government of India took over the 
properties and companies of those 
who took Pakistani nationality. 

 Some movable properties too, are 
categorised as enemy properties. 

 These “enemy properties” were vested by 
the central government in the Custodian 
of Enemy Property for India. The same 
was done for property left behind by 
those who went to China after the 1962 
Sino-Indian war. 

 The Tashkent Declaration of January 10, 
1966 included a clause that said India and 
Pakistan would discuss the return of the 
property and assets taken over by either 
side in connection with the conflict.  

 However, the Government of Pakistan 
disposed of all such properties in their 
country in the year 1971 itself. 

How did India deal with enemy property? 
 The Enemy Property Act, enacted in 

1968, provided for the continuous vesting 
of enemy property in the Custodian of 
Enemy Property for India. The Central 
government, through the Custodian, is in 
possession of enemy properties spread 
across many states in the country. 

 In 2017, Parliament passed The Enemy 
Property (Amendment and Validation) 
Act, 2017, which expanded the 
definition of the term “enemy subject”, 
and “enemy firm” to include the legal 
heir and successor of an enemy and the 
succeeding firm of an enemy firm. 

 The thrust of the amendments was to 
guard against claims of succession or 
transfer of properties left by people who 
migrated to Pakistan and China after the 
wars. The amendments denied legal heirs 
any right over enemy property.  

 The Custodian, with prior approval of the 
central government, may dispose of 
enemy properties vested in him in 

accordance with the provisions of the Act, 
and the government may issue directions 
to the Custodian for this purpose. 

Why in News? 
 Nilesh Shah, a part-time member of the 

Economic Advisory Council to the Prime 
Minister, said that India should look at 
selling enemy properties valued at over 
₹1 lakh crore to take care of the current 
expenditure which will drive growth. 

 He said the assets were valued at ₹1 lakh 
crore three years ago and this is the best 
time to remove encroachments and clear 
title deficiencies to sell such properties. 

Related Information 
EAC-PM 
 Economic Advisory Council to the Prime 

Minister (EAC-PM) is a non-
constitutional, non-permanent and 
independent body constituted to give 
advice on economic and related issues to 
the Government of India, specifically to 
the Prime Minister. 

 The Terms of Reference of EAC-PM 
include analyzing any issue, economic or 
otherwise, referred to it by the Prime 
Minister and advising him thereon, 
addressing issues of macroeconomic 
importance and presenting views thereon 
to the Prime Minister.  

 These could be either suo-motu or on 
reference from the Prime Minister or 
anyone else. 

 The chairman is appointed from time to 
time when the body is constituted. 

 

2) Self-Reliant India: Approach 
and Strategic Sectors to Focus 

What’s in the news? 
 Export and Import Bank of India (Exim 

Bank) released a study titled ‘Self-Reliant 
India: Approach and Strategic Sectors 
to Focus.’ 

Highlights of the study 
 Promoting self-reliance in sectors such as 

electronics and defence equipment, 
among others, can lead to import 
substitution of over $186 billion for 
India. 
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 Other sectors identified for import 
substitution and enhancing domestic 
production include machinery, chemicals 
and allied sectors, and select agricultural 
products. 

 The study has also included sectors such 
as auto components, and iron and steel 
where, though there is overall trade 
surplus for the country, but in some sub-
categories, there is trade deficit, 
particularly with China. 

 These sectors account for more than $186 
billion of imports by India, with a share of 
nearly 39% in overall imports and 50% in 
the non-oil imports by India. 

What is ‘Import substitution’? 
 It is the policy of encouraging domestic 

production by raising barriers against the 
import of goods from foreign economies.  

 It is usually recommended by some 
economists as a way to encourage self-
sufficiency, and also to aid the 
development of local industries.  

 It was most popular in Latin America in 
the 20th century, and India too adopted it 
prior to the liberalisation of its economy 
in 1991.  

 Critics have argued that protectionist 
measures like import substitution make 
consumers poorer in the long run, by 
preventing them from enjoying the 
benefits of free trade. Also, given the 
restrictions imposed on foreign trade, it 
can lead to bureaucratic corruption. 

About EXIM Bank 
 Export-Import Bank of India is a 

specialized financial institution, wholly 
owned by Government of India, set up 
in 1982, for financing, facilitating and 
promoting foreign trade of India.  

 EXIM Bank provides financial assistance 
to exporters and importers.  

 It functions as the principal financial 
institution for coordination the work of 
institutions engaged in financing export 
and import of goods and services with a 
view to promoting the country's 
international trade. 

 

3) E-Way Bill 
What is it? 
 Electronic Way Bill (E-Way Bill) is 

basically a compliance mechanism 

wherein by way of a digital interface the 
person causing the movement of goods 
uploads the relevant information prior to 
the commencement of movement of 
goods and generates e-way bill on the GST 
portal.  

 E-way bill is a mechanism to ensure that 
goods being transported comply with 
the GST Law and is an effective tool to 
track the movement of goods and 
check tax evasion. 

 An e-way bill is required for inter-State 
movement of goods worth over ₹50,000. 
For intra-State movement, the limits vary 
from State to State. 

 Since imports and exports have been 
considered as inter-state supplies under 
the GST act, the e-way bill is required to 
be issued for these transactions as well. 
For imports, the e-way bill will be 
generated by the importer. The exporter 
is liable to generate the e-way bill for 
export supplies. 

Exceptions to e-way bill requirement 
1. goods being transported by a non-

motorised conveyance;  
2. goods being transported from the port, 

airport, air cargo complex and land 
customs station to an inland container 
depot or a container freight station for 
clearance by Customs;  

3. Contraceptives, judicial and non-judicial 
stamp paper, newspapers, khadi, raw silk, 
Indian flag, human hair, kajal, earthen 
pots, cheques, municipal waste, puja 
samagri, LPG, kerosene, etc. are also 
outside the ambit of the e-way bill.  

Why in News? 
 According to the latest Goods and 

Services Tax Network (GSTN) data, 
more than 4.87 crore e-way bills, valued 
at over ₹13.85 lakh crore, were generated 
by businesses and transporters in August, 
reflecting a pick up in economic activity.  

Related information 
About GSTN 
 Goods and Services Tax Network is a 

nonprofit non-government company, 
which provides IT infrastructure and 
services to the Central and State 
Governments, taxpayers and other 
stakeholders for implementation of the 
Goods and Services Tax (GST) in India. 
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 It acts as the interface between the 
government and the taxpayers and helps 
taxpayers in India to prepare, file returns, 
make payments of indirect tax liabilities 
and do other compliances.  

4) New customs rules 
What’s in the news? 
 The Ministry of Finance has notified The 

Customs (Administration of Rules of 
Origin under Trade Agreements) Rules, 
2020 (CAROTAR, 2020) which will come 
into force from September 21. 

What is it? 
 Under the new rules, the customs 

department will reject benefits of import 
duty relief on any shipment from India’s 
free trade partner countries in South East 
Asia if Indian importers are not in a 
position to show that the product has 
undergone 35% of value addition in the 
exporting country.  

 The idea is to ensure that importers do 
due diligence on their shipments so that 
goods originating from China and routed 
through India’s free trade partner 
countries do not get customs duty 
concessions under the ASEAN free trade 
agreement (FTA).  

Significance of the new rules 
 India has inked FTAs with several 

countries, including Japan, South Korea 
and ASEAN members. 

 Under such agreements, two trading 
partners significantly reduce or 
eliminate import/customs duties on 
the maximum number of goods traded 
between them. 

 ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations) FTA allows imports of most 
items at nil or concessional basic customs 
duty from the 10-nation bloc. Major 
imports to India come from five ASEAN 
countries — Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Thailand, Singapore and Vietnam. 

 The benefit of concessional customs duty 
rate applies only if an ASEAN member 
country is the country of origin of 
goods. This means that goods originating 
from China and routed through these 
countries will not be eligible for customs 
duty concessions under the ASEAN FTA. 

 India adopted new rules after discovering 
that items from non-Asean countries, 
such as China, were being diverted into 
India through these trade partner 
countries with mere repacking or minor 
processes and declaring 35% value 
addition to wrongly claim treaty 
benefits.  

For doubts and queries email us at: 
doubts@officerspulse.com  
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
 

1) Singapore Convention on 
Mediation 

Background 
 The United Nations General Assembly 

adopted the United Nations Convention 
on International Settlement 
Agreements Resulting from Mediation 
(Also known as the "Singapore 
Convention on Mediation”) in 2018.  

 The Convention provides a uniform and 
efficient framework for the enforcement 
of international settlement agreements 
resulting from mediation. 

 It ensures that a settlement reached by 
parties becomes binding and 
enforceable in accordance with a 
simplified and streamlined procedure. 

Why in News? 
 The Singapore Convention on Mediation 

came into force recently and will provide 
a more effective way for enforcing 
mediated settlements of corporate 
disputes involving businesses in India and 
other countries that are signatories to the 
Convention. 

 As on September 1, the Convention has 53 
signatories, including India, China and 
the U.S.  

What are the benefits? 
 The Convention will boost the confidence 

of the investors and shall provide a 
positive signal to foreign investors about 
the signatory countries’ commitment to 
adhere to international practice on 
Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR). 

 The harmonised and simplified 
enforcement framework under the 
Convention translates to savings in time 
and legal costs, which is important for 
businesses in times of uncertainty, such 
as during the current COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Related initiative to promote ADR 
Mechanisms 

 In order to encourage international 
commercial arbitration in India and to 
evolve a comprehensive ecosystem of 
arbitration, the Government has passed 
the New Delhi International 
Arbitration Centre (NDIAC) Act, 2019. 

 The act establishes NDIAC as a statutory 
body to conduct arbitration, mediation, 
and conciliation proceedings in the 
county.   

 The act declares the NDIAC as an 
institution of national importance. 

2) Dispute settlement panels  
Dispute settlement mechanism of WTO 
 According to the procedure established by 

the WTO, the first step to resolve a trade 
dispute is engaging in the consultation 
process.  

 If two trading partners having a dispute 
could not resolve at that level, one of 
them can ask for a settlement of the 
Dispute Settlement Body (DSB) for 
hearing.  

 The DSB’s ruling can be challenged at the 
appellate body, the highest court for 
global trade disputes. 

WTO’s Appellate Body  
 The Appellate Body is a standing 

committee of seven members that 
presides over appeals against judgments 
passed in trade-related disputes brought 
by WTO members.  

 Members of the Appellate Body have four-
year terms.  

 In the selection process, WTO members 
follow the consensus principle, which 
means that the nomination of the 
Appellate Body members can only 
proceed smoothly with the agreement of 
all 164 members of the WTO. 

 The Appellate Body must have at least 
three sitting members to hear an 
appeal.  

Why in News? 
 A panel of experts set up by WTO’s 

Dispute Settlement Body upheld a 
complaint by China over additional duties 
slapped by the U.S. on around $250 billion 
worth of Chinese goods. 

 The panel ruled the tariffs were 
“inconsistent” with global trade rules, and 
recommended that the U.S. bring its 
measures into conformity with its 
obligations. 
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 The tariffs imposed in 2018 marked the 
beginning of the trade war between the 
world’s two largest economies. 

3) UN Human Rights Council 
About the council 
 The Human Rights Council is an inter-

governmental body within the United 
Nations system. 

 The Council’s mandate is to promote 
“universal respect for the protection of all 
human rights and fundamental freedoms 
for all” and “address situations of 
violations of human rights, including 
gross and systematic violations, and make 
recommendations thereon.” 

 It has the ability to discuss all thematic 
human rights issues and situations that 
require its attention throughout the year.  

 The Council was created by the United 
Nations General Assembly in 2006.  

 It replaced the former United Nations 
Commission on Human Rights. 

 The headquarters of UNHRC is in Geneva, 
Switzerland. 

Membership 
 The Council is made of 47 Member 

States, which are elected by the majority 
of members of the General Assembly of 
the United Nations through direct and 
secret ballot.  

 The Council's Membership is based on 
equitable geographical distribution.  

 Members of the Council serve for a period 
of three years and are not eligible for 
immediate re-election after serving 
two consecutive terms. 

Why in News? 
 Recently, India participated in the 45th 

regular session of the Human Rights 
Council in Geneva. 

4) Basic Exchange and 
Cooperation Agreement  

What are the foundational agreements? 
 The U.S. has four "foundational" 

agreements that it signs with its 
countries with which it has close military 
ties. 

 They are meant to build basic ground 
work and promote interoperability 
between militaries by creating common 
standards and systems. They also guide 
sale and transfer of high-end 
technologies. 

GSOMIA 
 The first of the four agreements, the 

General Security Of Military 
Information Agreement (GSOMIA) was 
signed by India in 2002. 

 The agreement enables the sharing of 
military intelligence between the two 
countries and requires each country to 
protect the others' classified information. 

LEMOA 
 The second agreement, the Logistics 

Exchange Memorandum of Agreement 
(LEMOA), was signed by the two 
countries in 2016.  

 The pact gives both countries access to 
designated military facilities on either 
side for the purpose of refuelling and 
replenishment in primarily four areas — 
port calls, joint exercises, training and 
humanitarian assistance and disaster 
relief. 

 The agreement does not make the 
provision of logistical support binding on 
either country, and requires individual 
clearance for each request. 

 This is purely a logistical agreement. 
There will be no basing of the U.S. troops 
or assets on Indian soil. 

COMCASA 
 The third agreement, Communications 

Compatibility and Security Agreement 
(COMCASA) was signed during the 
inaugural 2+2 dialogue in 2018. 

 It is an India-specific variant of 
Communications and Information 
Security Memorandum of Agreement 
(CISMOA). 

 It enables the two countries to share 
secure communication and exchange 
information on approved equipment 
during bilateral and multinational 
training exercises and operations.  

 It  is valid for a period of 10 years from 
the date of signing. 

 COMCASA allows India to procure 
transfer specialised equipment for 
encrypted communications for US origin 
military platforms like the C-17, C-130 
and P-8Is. 

BECA 
 The fourth agreement, Basic Exchange 

and Cooperation Agreement (BECA) has 
not yet been signed.  
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 It permits the exchange of unclassified 
and controlled unclassified geospatial 
products, topographical, nautical, and 
aeronautical data, products and 
services between India and the US 
National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency 
(NGA). 

 BECA is an important enabler of 
unmanned aerial vehicles from the US, 
such as the Predator-B, that use spatial 
data for accurate strikes on enemy 
targets. 

Why in News? 
 India and the U.S. are expected to sign the 

last foundational agreement, Basic 
Exchange and Cooperation Agreement for 
Geo-Spatial cooperation at the next India-
U.S. 2+2 ministerial dialogue likely to be 
held in October end. 

 Once concluded, India will have such 
arrangements with all Quad countries — 
Australia, Japan and the U.S. 

 India has signed three foundational 
agreements: the Logistics Exchange 
Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA), 
the Communications Compatibility and 
Security Agreement (COMCASA) and the 
General Security of Military Information 
Agreement (GSOMIA). An extension to the 
GSOMIA, the Industrial Security Annex 
(ISA), was signed at the last 2+2 dialogue. 

Significance 
 There has been a sharp increase in India’s 

maritime interactions with the Quad 
countries on a bilateral basis centred 
around information sharing for improved 
Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA) in 
the Indian Ocean Region and Indo-Pacific. 

 While LEMOA has since been 
operationalised, COMCASA is at advanced 
stages of being operationalised. In 

increasing military to military 
interactions, the U.S. has posted a liaison 
officer at the Navy’s Information Fusion 
Centre for Indian Ocean Region (IFC-
IOR) meant to promote MDA. 

 India has recently posted a liaison officer 
at the U.S. Navy Central Command in 
Bahrain and is also considering a U.S. 
request for posting liaison officers at the 
U.S. Indo-Pacific Command 
(USINDOPACOM) and the U.S. Special 
Operations Command (USSOCOM). 

Related information 
About IFC-IOR 
 The Information Fusion Centre – Indian 

Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) was inaugurated 
in 2018 within the premises of the Navy’s 
Information Management and Analysis 
Centre (IMAC) in Gurugram. 

 The IMAC is the single point centre 
linking all the coastal radar chains to 
generate a seamless real-time picture 
of nearly 7,500-km coastline and of some 
neighbouring countries. It helps in 
tracking maritime movements in the 
region.  

About ISA 
 India and the US have concluded the 

Industrial Security Annex at the US-India 
2+2 Ministerial Dialogue held in 2019. 

 It is expected to enable smooth transfer of 
classified technology and information 
between private entities of the U.S. and 
India.  

 The ISA is a part of the GSOMIA. 
 
For doubts and queries email us at: 

doubts@officerspulse.com 
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

1) Convalescent plasma and 
Corona 

What’s in the news? 
 Not all plasma from those who’ve 

recovered from COVID-19 in India may 
contain enough protective antibodies, 
says a multi-institutional study led by 
researchers in India and the United 
States. 

Reports of the study 
 Scientists checked the antibodies from 42 

persons who had mild to moderate 
infection and had recovered, 38 of them 
expressed IgG (Immunoglobulin G) 
responses — the antibodies that are 
produced a week or two of the infection. 

 However, only half of them had 
appreciable neutralising antibody titres. 

 Plasma therapy, the administration of 
filtered serum from the blood of those 
who had recovered from the infection to 
those who are battling it, is among the 
permitted interventions recommended by 
the Indian Council of Medical Research 
(ICMR) in patients with moderate disease 
but whose oxygen saturation levels aren’t 
improving despite the use of steroids. 

 However, in the PLACID trial, among the 
largest studies of its kind and spread 
across 39 hospitals and 464 participants, 
the ICMR concluded that plasma 
therapy neither helped reduce 
mortality nor prevented moderately ill 
patients from manifesting severe 
COVID-19 disease. 

Additional Details 
 Immunoglobulin G (IgG) is a type of 

antibody. Representing approximately 
75% of serum antibodies in humans, IgG 
is the most common type of antibody 
found in blood circulation. IgG molecules 
are created and released by plasma B 
cells. 

 

2) Covid 19 and antibodies 
Why in News? 
 A recent serological survey done by the 

Delhi government revealed that seventy-
nine of 257 people who had COVID-19, 
recovered, and later tested for antibodies 

against the virus, did not have the 
antibodies. 

Findings of the study 
 30% recovered COVID-19 patients have 

no antibodies.  
 Experts, however, said that there was no 

need to panic, as the neutralising 
antibodies (IgG) tend to vanish after 
three months, but in most cases the 
memory cells will remember the virus 
and trigger an immune response if the 
person who recovered from COVID-19 is 
again attacked by the virus. 

Memory Cells 
 B cells and T cells are the white blood 

cells of the immune system that are 
responsible for adaptive immune 
response in an organism. 

 Both the cells are made in the bone 
marrow. B cells mature in the bone 
marrow while the T cells travel to the 
thymus and mature there. 

 In most cases, the antibodies (IgG) decline 
by three months, but memory B cells and 
memory T cells store the memory of the 
virus. They activate the immune 
mechanism when there is a re-infection. 

 

3) Venus and life 
Why in News? 
 Scientists said they have detected in the 

harshly acidic clouds of Venus a gas 
called phosphine that indicates microbes 
may inhabit Earth's inhospitable 
neighbor, a tantalizing sign of potential 
life beyond Earth. 

Details of the finding 
 Phosphine - a phosphorus atom with 

three hydrogen atoms attached - is 
highly toxic to people. 

 On Earth, phosphine is produced by 
bacteria thriving in oxygen-starved 
environments (anaerobic conditions).  

 The international scientific team first 
spotted the phosphine using the James 
Clerk Maxwell Telescope in Hawaii and 
confirmed it using the Atacama Large 
Millimeter/submillimeter Array (ALMA) 
radio telescope in Chile. 

Additional Details 



16 
 

For free learning, visit www.officerspulse.com 
 

Radio Telescope 
 A radio telescope is a specialized 

antenna and radio receiver used to 
receive radio waves from astronomical 
radio sources in the sky. 

 Unlike optical telescopes, radio 
telescopes can be used in the daytime as 
well as at night. 

About Phosphine gas: 

 
 Phosphine is a colorless, flammable, and 

explosive gas at ambient temperature that 
has the odor of garlic or decaying fish.  

 It is known to be made only by some 
species of bacteria that survive in the 
absence of oxygen. But it is made by 
industries  

 Small amounts occur naturally from the 
breakdown of organic matter.  

 It is slightly soluble in water. Phosphine is 
used in semiconductor and plastics 
industries, in the production of a flame 
retardant, and as a pesticide in stored 
grain. 

About Venus 
 Venus is Earth's closest planetary 

neighbour. Similar in structure but 
slightly smaller than Earth, it is the 
second planet from the sun. 

 Venus is wrapped in a thick, toxic 
atmosphere that traps in heat. Surface 
temperatures reach a scorching 880 
degrees Fahrenheit (471 degrees Celsius), 
hot enough to melt lead. 

 European Space Agency’s mission, 
Venus Express, found signs of ozone, 
made of three oxygen atoms and 
considered a biomarker, in the upper 
atmosphere of Venus, in 2011 

India’s mission to Venus 
 Shukrayaan-1 is a proposed orbiter to 

Venus by the Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) to study the surface 

and atmosphere of Venus using GSLV 
Mark III. 

 The three broad research areas of interest 
for this mission include a) 
surface/subsurface features and re-
surfacing processes; b)  study the 
atmospheric chemistry, dynamics and 
compositional variations, and c)  study 
the atmospheric interaction with solar 
radiation and solar wind. 

 Shukrayaan-1 could confirm the presence 
of active volcanoes on Venus. 

Challenges in probing Venus 
 High surface temperature 
 Dense atmosphere (due to the presence 

of carbon dioxide) 
 Presence of sulphuric acid in the 

atmosphere of Venus makes it a highly 
corrosive environment.  

Planned missions 
 Missions to Venus have been planned by 

NASA and ISRO.  
 While NASA’s mission is slated for launch 

next year, ISRO is looking at 2023 right 
now.  

Way forward 
 International collaborations can help 

probe efficiently the dense atmosphere of 
Earth’s neighbour. 

 

3) Corona virus and UV light 
What’s in the news? 
 A study has found that using ultraviolet C 

light with a wavelength of 222 
nanometres (1 nanometre is a billionth 
part of 1 metre) effectively kills SARS-
CoV-2, the virus that causes Covid-19. 

Results of study 
 Ultraviolet light of wavelengths between 

200 and 280 nm is known as 
ultraviolet C light, or UVC. Using 222 nm 
UVC light is safe around humans. 

 In-vitro experiments by the researchers 
showed that 99.7 per cent of the SARS-
CoV-2 viral culture was killed after a 30-
second exposure to 222 nm UVC 
irradiation. Tests were conducted using a 
UVC lamp. 

 A wavelength of 222 nm UVC cannot 
penetrate the outer layer of the human 
eye and skin, so it won’t harm the cells 
beneath. But 254 nm UVC germicidal 
lamps harm exposed human tissues, and 
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can only be used to sanitise empty rooms. 
The researchers suggest further 
evaluation of the safety and effectiveness 
of 222 nm UVC irradiation in killing 
SARS-CoV-2 viruses in real-world 
surfaces. 

Additional Details 
UV Light 
 Ultraviolet (UV) is a form of 

electromagnetic radiation with 
wavelength from 10 nm shorter than that 
of visible light but longer than X-rays. 

 Short-wave ultraviolet light damages 
DNA and sterilizes surfaces with which 
it comes into contact. For humans, suntan 
and sunburn are familiar effects of 
exposure of the skin to UV light, along 
with an increased risk of skin cancer. 

 

4) Scrub Typhus Attack 
About Scrub Typhus 
 Scrub typhus, also known as bush 

typhus, spreads to people through bites 

of larval mites. The symptoms include 
fever, headache, rashes  and bodyache. 

 The illness is caused by bacterium 
Orienta Tsutsugamushi. 

 Most cases of scrub typhus occur in rural 
areas of Southeast Asia, Indonesia, China, 
Japan, India, and northern Australia. 

 Scrub typhus is treated with the antibiotic 
doxycycline.  

Why in News: 
 An outbreak of scrub typhus, a bacterial 

disease, has claimed the lives of five 
people in Nagaland’s Noklak district 
bordering Myanmar. 

For doubts and queries email us at: 
doubts@officerspulse.com 
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ART & CULTURE 
 
1) Sir M Visvesvaraya 
What’s in the news? 
 Engineer's Day is observed on the 15th of 

September every year in India 
commemorating the birthday of Bharat 
Ratna Sir Mokshagundam Visvesvaraya. 

About Sir Visvesvaraya 
 Sir M Visvesvaraya was the 19th Diwan 

of Mysore, serving from 1912 to 1919. He 
was knighted as a Knight Commander of 
the British Indian Empire (KCIE) by 
King George V for his contributions to the 
public good. 

 He was awarded the highest Indian honor, 
the Bharat Ratna in 1955. 

 He wrote the book ‘Planned Economy 
for India’ and is known as the Father of 
Indian Economic Planning. 

Achievements 
 Implemented an intricate system of 

irrigation in the Deccan Plateau, and 
designed and patented a system of 
automatic weir water floodgates that 
were first installed in 1903 at 
Khadakvasla Reservoir near Pune. 

 Chief engineer responsible for the 
construction of the Krishna Raja Sagara 
Dam in Mysore. 

 Designed a flood protection system for 
the city of Hyderabad. 

 He was instrumental in developing a 
system to protect Visakhapatnam port 
from sea erosion. 

 

 

2) Aligarh Muslim University 
About AMU 
 Mohammedan Anglo Oriental College was 

founded by Sir Syed Ahmad Khan in 
1875 in Aligarh, and later it evolved into 
Aligarh Muslim University (AMU).  

 The movement associated with Syed 
Ahmad Khan and the college came to be 
known as the Aligarh Movement, which 

pushed to realise the need for 
establishing a modern education system 
for the Indian Muslim populace.  

Why in News? 
 Aligarh Muslim University was recently in 

the news since there was an issue with 
the ownership of the land on which the 
Univesity is situated. 

Additional Details 
Sir Syed Ahmed Khan 
 Sir Syed Ahmed Khan was born in Delhi 

(1817). 
 He was one of the most eminent Muslim 

reformist and philosopher of the 19th 
century. 

 He wrote ‘Asbab-e-Baghawat-e-Hind’ 
(Reasons for the Indian Revolt of 1857) 
which cited British ignorance and 
aggressive expansion policies as the chief 
causes of the revolt. 

 In 1864, he founded the Translation 
Society which was later renamed ‘The 
Scientific Society’. 

 He was an advocate for modern 
scientific education and English for 
Muslims to advance their conditions. He 
was strictly against superstition and evil 
customs prevalent in society 

 His interest in religion was also active and 
lifelong. He began a sympathetic 
interpretation of the Bible, wrote Essays 
on the Life of Mohammed. 

 But he was doubtful about the rise of 
Indian nationalism. He advocated 
Muslims to have loyalty to the British 
so that further upliftment was possible. 

 In 1888 he was made a Knight 
Commander of the Star of India by the 
British crown. 

For doubts and queries email us at: 
doubts@officerspulse.com 
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PIB ANALYSIS 
 

1) Pradhan Mantri Jan Vikas 
Karyakram  

About : 
 Pradhan Mantri Jan Vikas Karyakram 

(PMJVK) is a scheme which seeks to 
provide better socio economic 
infrastructure facilities to the minority 
communities particularly in the field of 
education, health & skill development 
which would further lead to lessening of 
the gap between the national average and 
the minority communities with regard to 
backwardness parameters. 

 The erstwhile Multi-sectoral 
Development Programme (MsDP) has 
been restructured and renamed as 
Pradhan Mantri Jan Vikas Karyakram for 
effective implementation since 2018.  

 The areas under PMJVK, have been 
identified on the basis of minority 
population and socio-economic and basic 

amenities data of Census 2011. These 
areas will be known as Minority 
Concentration Areas. 

 It will reduce the imbalances in the 
identified minority concentration areas to 
be at par with the rest of the country. 

Parameters for Identification: 
 The backwardness parameters for 

minority concentration areas : 
 Religion-specific socio-economic 

indicators at the district level 
 Literacy rate 
 Female literacy rate 
 Work participation rate 
 Female work participation rate 
Why in News? 
 Pradhan Mantri Jan Vikas Karyakram is 

being implemented in 1300 identified 
Minority Concentration Areas in the 
country. 

2) Khelo India scheme 

About Khelo India Scheme 
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 The Khelo India programme has been 
introduced to revive the sports culture 
in India at the grass-root level by 
building a strong framework for all sports 
played in our country. 

 It is implemented by the Ministry of 
Youth Affairs and Sports. 

 Under the scheme, the talented players 
identified in priority sports disciplines at 
various levels (by the High-Powered 
Committee) will be provided annual 
financial assistance of 5 lakh per annum 
for 8 years. 

Objectives: 
 Conduct structured annual sports 

competition and encourage Mass 
participation of youth. 

 Identify talent through these 
competitions. 

 Guidance and nurturing of the talent 
through the existing and new 
infrastructure 

 Creation of Sports infrastructure at 
various levels. 

Why in News? 
 A total of 2932 athletes under the Khelo 

India scheme have been selected for 
further training to excel in various 
National/ International competitions. 

 ‘Sports’ being a State subject, the 
responsibility of promotion of sports, 
including identification of young talent 
and its nurturing, rests with State 
Governments.  

 The Government of India supplements the 
efforts of State Governments and National 
Sports Federations (NSFs) under its 
various schemes such as Khelo India. 

 

3) Global Initiative to reduce Land 
Degradation and Coral Reef 
program 

What is Land Degradation? 
 Land is a vital resource to humankind, 

like air and water. It is caused by multiple 
forces, including extreme weather 
conditions particularly drought, and 
human activities that pollute or degrade 
the quality of soils and land utility 
negatively affecting food production, 
livelihoods, and the production and 
provision of other ecosystem goods and 
services. 

What are Corals? 
 Corals are made up of genetically 

identical organisms called polyps. 
These polyps have microscopic algae 
called zooxanthellae living within their 
tissues.The corals and algae have a 
mutualistic relationship. 

 The coral provides the zooxanthellae 
with the compounds necessary for 
photosynthesis. In return, the 
zooxanthellae supply the coral with 
organic products of photosynthesis, like 
carbohydrates, which are utilized by the 
coral polyps for the synthesis of their 
calcium carbonate skeletons.In addition 
to providing corals with essential 
nutrients, zooxanthellae are responsible 
for the unique and beautiful colors of 
corals. 

 They are also called the “rainforests of 
the seas”. 

Benefits of coral reef ecosystems 
 Coral reefs protect coastlines from storms 

and erosion,  
 provide jobs for local communities, and 

offer opportunities for recreation.  
 They also are a source of food and new 

medicines.  
 Over half a billion people depend on reefs 

for food, income, and protection.  
 Fishing, diving, and snorkeling on and 

near reefs add hundreds of millions of 
dollars to local businesses. 

Why in News? 
 Global Initiative to reduce Land 

Degradation and Global Coral Reef R&D 
Accelerator Platform has been launched 
at G20 Environment Ministers Meet 
recently. 

Global Initiative to reduce Land 
Degradation:  

 It aims to strengthen the implementation 
of existing frameworks to prevent, halt 
and reverse land degradation within G20 
member states and globally taking into 
account possible implications on the 
achievement of other SDGs. 

Global Coral Reef R&D Accelerator 
Platform  

 It is an innovative action-oriented 
initiative aimed at creating a global 
research and development (R&D) 
program to advance research, innovation 
and capacity building in all facets of coral 
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reef conservation, restoration, and 
adaptation, and strengthen ongoing 
efforts and commitments made to 
enhance coral reefs conservation and 
their further degradation. 

5) E-Gram Swaraj Portal 
About : 
 e-Gram SWARAJ unifies the planning, 

accounting and monitoring functions of 
Gram Panchayats.  

 It’s combination with the Area Profiler 
application, Local Government Directory 
(LGD) and the Public Financial 
Management System (PFMS) renders 
easier reporting and tracking of Gram 
Panchayat’s activities.  

 It provides a single window for capturing 
Panchayat information with the complete 
Profile of the Panchayat, details of 
Panchayat finances, asset details, 
activities taken up through Gram 
Panchayat Development Plan (GPDP), 
Panchayat information from other 
Ministries/ Departments such as Census 
2011, SECC data, Mission Antyodaya 
survey report etc. 

 
Area Profiler  
 It is one of the applications developed as 

part of Panchayat Enterprise Suite (PES) 
under e-panchayat Mission Mode Project 

(MMP). Area Profiler facilitates local 
governments to maintain and manage 
details of their socio-economic, 
demographic (including family), public 
infrastructure and amenities, election and 
elected representatives, functionaries etc. 
It facilitates maintaining the State-wide 
General Election and the By Election 
Process. 

Local Government directory 
 Primary objective of Local Government 

directory is to facilitate State 
Departments to update the directory with 
newly formed panchayats/local bodies,re-
organization in panchayats, conversion 
from Rural to Urban area etc and provide 
the same info in public domain. 

Public Financial Management System  
 The Public Financial Management System 

(PFMS), earlier known as Central Plan 
Schemes Monitoring System (CPSMS), is a 
web-based online software application 
developed and implemented by the Office 
of Controller General of Accounts 
(CGA), Ministry of Finance. 

 The primary objective of PFMS is to 
facilitate a sound Public Financial 
Management System for the Government 
of India (GoI) by establishing an efficient 
fund flow system as well as a payment 
cum accounting network. 

Mission Antyodaya  
 ‘Mission Antyodaya’ seeks to converge 

government interventions with Gram 
Panchayats as the basic unit for planning 
by following a saturation approach by 
pooling resources - human and financial - 
to ensure sustainable livelihoods. It is a 
State-led initiative for rural 
transformation to make a real difference 
based on measurable outcomes . 

Implementation: 
 Mission Antyodaya encourages 

partnerships with a network of 
professionals, institutions and enterprises 
to further accelerate the transformation 
of rural livelihoods.  

 Self Help Groups (SHG) are enablers to 
convergence approaches due to their 
social capital and their proven capacity 
for social mobilisation.  

 The thrust is not only on physical 
infrastructure but also on social 
infrastructure with strengthening of 
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agriculture, horticulture, animal 
husbandry activities with utmost priority 
given to SHG expansion in Mission 
Antyodaya clusters.  

 Capacity for financial and social audit 
would also be built at grassroot level.  

 This would be accomplished by 
convergence of frontline worker teams, 
cluster resource persons (CRPs) and 
professionals at the Gram Panchayats/ 
Cluster level. 

 Cluster facilitation team would also be 
provided at the block level. 

Why in News? 
 A unified tool e-Gram SWARAJ portal has 

been developed by the Ministry of 
Panchayati Raj for effective monitoring 
and evaluation of works taken up in the 
Gram Panchayats. 

 

6) National Action Plan for Drug 
Demand Reduction  

About NAPDDR 
 The Ministry of Social Justice and 

Empowerment has formulated a 
National Action Plan for Drug Demand 
Reduction (NAPDDR) for 2018-2025. 

 The Plan aims at reduction of adverse 
consequences of substance (drug) 
abuse through a multi-pronged 
strategy. 

 The activities under the NAPDDR, inter-
alia, include awareness generation 
programmes in 
schools/colleges/Universities, community 
based peer led intervention programmes 
for vulnerable adolescents and youth in 
the community, provisioning of treatment 
facilities and capacity building of service 
providers. 

 The Ministry is also providing central 
assistance for running and maintenance 
for Integrated Rehabilitation Centres 
for Addicts (IRCAs).  

Objectives of NAPDDR 
 Create awareness and educate people 

about the ill-effects of drugs abuse on the 
individual, family, workplace and the 
society at large and reduce stigmatization 
of and discrimination against, groups and 
individuals dependent on drugs in order 
to integrate them back into the society; 

 Develop human resources and build 
capacity for working towards these 
objectives; 

 Facilitate research, training, 
documentation, innovation and collection 
of relevant information to strengthen the 
above mentioned objectives; 

 Provide for a whole range of community 
based services for the identification, 
motivation, counselling, de-addiction, 
after care and rehabilitation for Whole 
Person Recovery (WPR) of addicts; 

 Formulate and implement comprehensive 
guidelines, schemes, and programmes 
using a multiagency approach for drug 
demand reduction; 

 Undertake drug demand reduction efforts 
to address all forms of drug abuse; 

 Alleviate the consequences of drug 
dependence amongst individuals, family 
and society at large 

Implementation agency 
 The National Institute of Social Defence 

(NISD), New Delhi, an autonomous body 
under the administrative control of the 
Ministry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment, is the nodal training and 
research Institute for interventions in the 
area of Social Defence. 

Why in News? 
 The Minister for Social Justice and 

Empowerment informed the Lok Sabha 
about the National Action Plan for Drug 
Demand Reduction. 

 

7) Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak 
Yojana  

About the scheme   
 The Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana 

(PMGSY), was launched in 2000 to 
provide connectivity to unconnected 
habitations of designated population 
size (500+ in plain areas and 250+ in 
North-East, hill, tribal and desert areas as 
per Census, 2001).   

 The Ministry of Rural Development 
along with state governments is 
responsible for the implementation of 
PMGSY.   

 The Government of India launched 
PMGSY-II in 2013 for upgradation of 
50,000 Kms of existing rural road 
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network to improve its overall efficiency 
and PMGSY-III in 2019 for consolidation 
of 1,25,000 Km.  

 In 2015, under the recommendation of 
the 14th finance commission, the funding 
pattern was changed.   

Current funding pattern:  
 In ratio of 60:40 between Centre and 

State for all States except for 8 North 
Eastern and 3 Himalayan States 
(Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand and 
Jammu & Kashmir) for which it is 90:10.  

Other information:   

 Road Connectivity Project for Left Wing 
Extremism affected Areas: Government 
launched Road Connectivity Project for 
Left Wing Extremism affected Areas in the 
year 2016 as a separate vertical under 
PMGSY to provide all-weather road 
connectivity with necessary culverts and 
cross-drainage structures in 44 districts 
(35 are worst LWE affected districts and 
09 are adjoining districts), which are 

critical from security and communication 
point of view.   

 MeriSadak mobile app: It was launched 
to enable citizens to register complaints 
regarding the quality and pace of 
construction of PMGSY roads. 

Why in News? 
 The Union Minister of Rural Development 

& Panchayati Raj informed the Rajya 
Sabha about the Pradhan Mantri Gram 
Sadak Yojana. 

 For doubts and queries email us at 
doubts@officerspulse.com 
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News in Depth
AIR NEWS 

 

1) National Pharmaceutical 
Pricing Authority  

About NPPA 
 The National Pharmaceutical Pricing 

Authority (NPPA) was established in 
1997 as an independent body of experts 
to regulate the pricing of drugs. 

 It has been constituted as an attached 
office of the Department of 
Pharmaceuticals (DoP), Ministry of 
Chemicals & Fertilizers. 

 The Authority has been entrusted with 
the task of  

1. Fixation/revision of prices of 
pharmaceutical products (bulk drugs and 
formulations),  

2. Enforcement of provisions of the Drugs 
(Prices Control) Order (DPCO).  

3. Monitoring of the prices of controlled and 
decontrolled drugs in the country. 

 The NPPA currently fixes prices of drugs 
placed in the National List of Essential 

Medicines (NLEM) under Schedule-I of 
the DPCO.  

 Non-scheduled drugs are allowed an 
increase of up to 10 per cent in prices 
every year, which is monitored by the 
NPPA. 

 NPPA can also fix the price for non-
scheduled drugs by invoking 
extraordinary powers in public interest, 
under the Drugs (Prices Control) Order, 
2013. 

Why in News? 
 To ensure accessibility of necessary 

medical devices to the common man at 
genuine cost, drug price regulator 
National Pharmaceutical Pricing 
Authority has extended ceiling prices of 
knee implants for another one year till 
14th September 2021.  

For doubts and queries email us at 
doubts@officerspulse.com 
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THE HINDU EDITORIALS 
 

1) Urban employment as a focal 
point 

Context 
 The contraction of the economy raises 

concern on the employment situation as 
the shrinking sectors are those that create 
the maximum new jobs.  

 While the ‘Garib Kalyan Rojgar 
Abhiyan’ launched recently could be an 
immediate relief, the ₹50,000-crore 
employment scheme cannot be a 
substitute for decent urban jobs.  

About Garib Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyan  
 Garib Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyan aims to offer 

immediate employment to migrant 
workers who have returned to their 
villages because of COVID-19 lockdown, 
and while doing so it is expected to create 
durable infrastructure in rural areas. 

 A total of 116 Districts with more than 25 
thousand returnee migrant workers across 
six States, namely Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, 
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Jharkhand 
and Odisha have been chosen for the 
campaign.  

 These districts are estimated to cover 
about two-third of such migrant workers. 

 Public Works worth Rs 50,000 crore would 
be carried out in these districts to provide 
immediate relief to these workers.  

 This is an umbrella scheme that has 
brought under it 25 different government 
schemes of 12 ministries/departments.  

 Workers will be employed in rural 
housing, rural connectivity including the 
Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana, 
national highways, railway works, 
community sanitation complex, gram 
panchayats, anganwadis, water 
conservation, digging of wells, plantation 
and horticulture.  

 This scheme will be made available for 
125 days and extension of the scheme will 
be decided based on the need. 

Economy and employment 
 Recent data on the contraction of the 

economy raises concern on the 
employment situation in India.  

 The shrinking sectors that have been 
affected the most — construction (–50%), 
trade, hotels and other services (–47%), 
manufacturing (–39%), and mining (–
23%) are those that create the maximum 
new jobs in the economy.  

 Consequences 
 It would lead to either a growing number 

of people losing jobs or failing to get one, 
or even both which means there is a 
possibility of a decline in employment 
and a subsequent rise in 
unemployment.  

Vulnerable employment 
 Vulnerable employment is characterised 

by inadequate earnings, low 
productivity and difficult conditions of 
work that undermine the basic rights of 
workers.  

 They are more likely to be informally 
employed and lack effective 
representation by trade unions.  

 According to the International Labour 
Organization, of the 535 million labour 
force in India in 2019, some 398.6 million 
will have poor quality jobs. 

 The abrupt announcement of the 
lockdown exposed the severe 
vulnerabilities of urban low-end informal 
jobs as the share of vulnerable 
employment is higher in India than that of 
the world or the South Asia region.  

Challenges to be addressed 
 There are two challenges policy 

interventions in securing the livelihoods 
of workers in urban areas have to 
address:  

1. First, to generate more jobs  
2. Second, to reduce vulnerabilities by 

providing decent wages and some form 
of job security. 

Way forward 
 The present crisis calls for a multi-

pronged strategy to tackle the issue of 
urban jobs. 

 Coordination with local government 
 Given the scale of urbanisation, the focus 

on urban employment generation 
programmes should be in coordination 
with local governments 
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1. This will require actors at the local level 
to have more resources at their disposal. 

2. Resource mobilisation could be enabled 
by the formation of local alliances, 
involving elected representatives, trade 
unions, entrepreneurs and community 
groups 

3. This can also be the key to solving other 
problems faced by cities. 

Implement employment-intensive 
investment policies 

 A major local initiative would be to design 
and implement employment-intensive 
investment policies which should 
embrace the initiatives of both private 
entrepreneurs as well as by the 
government.  

1. Private investments need to be 
facilitated by conducive contractual 
relations between labour and capital.  

2. Enterprise formation needs to be an 
integral part of the strategy, with 
converging interests for workers and 
entrepreneurs on issues related to 
technology and productivity 
enhancement. 

3. Small and micro enterprises should be 
given extra support to balance the 
interests between labour and capital as 
neither have collective bargaining 
powers.  

Prioritise urban infrastructure 
 Urban infrastructure should be prioritised 

as it accounts for a large share of total 
investments in the local economy. 

1. A labour-intensive approach to building 
municipal infrastructure can be a cost-
effective alternative to capital intensive-
approach as wage rates are low.  

2. Infrastructure investments would spur 
employment, generate earnings and 
contribute to small enterprise formation.  

3. As per an ILO document, construction of 
low-cost housing is another activity that 
can be carried out using labour-intensive 
methods. 

Launch of urban employment scheme 
 An immediate launch of an urban 

employment scheme oriented toward 
building large-scale medical, health and 
sanitation infrastructure in cities and 
towns across India can be another step. 

 MGNREGA can be expanded by both 
increasing the budgetary allocations and 

the guaranteed minimum number of days 
of work.  

Conclusion 
 Given the structure of the economy and 

demographic profile, it is important to 
focus on reducing the vulnerabilities of 
urban informal jobs in the long run. 

 

2) Parliament and its panels 
Context 
 There is a consideration in the Rajya 

Sabha to amend the rules governing 
Department-related Standing Committees 
tenure from the present one year to two 
years. 

About Parliamentary Committees 
 The functions of parliament being 

varied,complex and voluminous, it is 
being assisted by a number of committees 
to make a detailed scrutiny of all 
legislative measures and other matters 
called Parliamentary committees. 

 These are an instrument of parliament for 
its own effective functioning. 

Where do they derive authority from? 
 The Constitution of India makes a 

mention of these committees at different 
places but without making any specific 
provisions regarding the composition, 
tenure, functions, etc., All these matters 
are dealt by the rules of two houses. 

 Parliamentary committees draw their 
authority from Article 105 (on privileges 
of Parliament members) and Article 118 
(on Parliament’s authority to make rules 
for regulating its procedure and conduct 
of business). 

Need for Parliamentary committees: 
 Committees are platforms for threadbare 

discussion on a proposed law. 
 Committee meetings are ‘closed door’ and 

members are not bound by party whips, 
which allows them the latitude for a more 
meaningful exchange of views as 
against discussions in full and open 
Houses where grandstanding and party 
positions invariably take precedence. 

 Disruptive changes in technology and the 
expansion of trade, commerce and 
economy in general throw up new policy 
challenges that require a constant 
reform of legal and institutional 
structures. 
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 The laws and regulations that are 
required to govern a digital society cannot 
be made without highly specialised 
knowledge and political acumen. It is 
through committees that such expertise is 
drawn into lawmaking. 

 To enable parliamentarians to 
understand the executive processes 
closely. 

 Though executive accountability to the 
legislature is enforced through questions 
in Parliament which are answered by 
ministers,department standing 
committees go one step further and hear 
from senior officials of the government in 
a closed setting, allowing for more 
detailed discussions.  

Types of Parliamentary Committees 
Ad hoc committees  
 Ad hoc committees are appointed for a 

specific purpose and they cease to exist 
after they finish the task assigned to them 
and submit a report. 

 These include advisory committees and 
inquiry committees.  

Standing committees  
 They are more permanent in nature, and 

are constituted from time to time in 
pursuance of the provisions of an Act of 
Parliament or Rules of Procedure and 
Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha.  

 The standing committees are further 
divided into  

o Financial committees and  
o Departmentally-related standing 

committees (DRSCs). 
Financial committees 
 Financial committees are of three kinds 

— the estimates committee, the public 
accounts committee and the committee 
on public undertakings.  

Estimates committee 
 The estimates committee has 30 

members, all from the Lok Sabha.  
 This committee suggests alternative 

policies for efficiency in administration, 
examines whether the money is well laid 
out within the limits of the policy implied 
in the estimates, and suggests the form in 
which the estimates will be presented to 
Parliament.  

Public accounts committee and the 
committee on public undertakings.  

 Both the public accounts committee and 
the committee on public undertakings 
have 22 members each 15 elected from 
the Lok Sabha and seven from the Rajya 
Sabha.  

 The public accounts panel examines the 
statement of accounts showing the 
appropriation of sums granted by 
Parliament for the expenditure of the 
Government of India, the annual finance 
accounts of the government, among 
others. 

 The committee on public undertakings 
examines reports and accounts of specific 
public undertakings, reports of CAG on 
public undertakings and other aspects of 
functioning and efficiency of public 
undertakings. 

Departmentally-related standing 
committees 

 As the name suggests, these committees 
cover all the ministries and departments 
of the Government of India. However, 
they do not consider matters of day-to-
day administration but only focus on 
long-term plans and policies to guide the 
working of the executive. 

 There are 24 DRSCs in total — 16 from 
Lok Sabha and 8 from the Rajya Sabha.  

 Their functions include:  
1. consideration of demands for grants;  
2. examination of bills referred to by the 

Rajya Sabha chairman or the Lok Sabha 
speaker;  

3. consideration of annual reports; and  
4. consideration of national basic long term 

policy documents presented to the 
Houses and referred to the committee by 
the Rajya Sabha chairman or the Lok 
Sabha speaker. 

 Each DRSC  has 31 members — 21 from 
Lok Sabha and 10 from Rajya Sabha, to be 
nominated by Lok Sabha Speaker and 
Rajya Sabha chairman, respectively.  

 They are appointed for a maximum 
period of one year and the committees are 
reconstituted every year cutting across 
party lines.   

 Other standing committees include 
committees such as the business advisory 
committee, the committee of privileges, 
committee on absence of members from 
the sittings of the House, a committee on 
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empowerment of women, committee on 
papers laid on the table, committee on 
subordinate legislation, library committee 
and joint committee on offices of profit. 

What the rules say 
 According to sub-rule (4) of Rule 331D 

of the Lok Sabha Rules and sub-rule (3) 
of Rule 269 of the Rajya Sabha Rules, 
the term of office of the “members” of the 
committees shall not exceed one year.  

 Thus, it is the term of office of the 
members and not that of the committees 
per se that is one year. 

Tenurial issue 
 The Rajya Sabha undergoes partial 

biennial renewal, since one-third of its 
members retire every two years whereas 
Lok Sabha has a fixed tenure of five 
years, unless sooner dissolved.  

 The tenure of department related 
standing committee being one year is 
insufficient to carry out the prescribed 
functions and a major reshuffle doesn't 
seem to happen every year. 

Way forward 
 The terms of the members of the two 

Houses on these committees can be 
different, in consonance with the tenure 
of the Houses themselves.  

 It may be two years for the Rajya Sabha 
members and for the Lok Sabha members, 
it may be coterminous with its life.  

 The Rules could also provide that casual 
vacancies may be filled in by the 
Presiding Officers, who may also be 
empowered to reconstitute the 
membership of their respective Houses in 
the committees, if they so desire. 

Conclusion 
 There is definitely a need to rethink the 

tenurial prescription for reconstitution 
of Department-related Standing 
Committees. 

 

3) Market failure: On agriculture 
sector reforms 

Context 
 There is a strong pushback from 

farmers against three Bills that seek to 
replace ordinances issued in June, on key 
aspects of the farm economy which are 
trade in agricultural commodities, 
price assurance, farm services 

including contracts, and stock limits 
for essential commodities.  

What are the three Bills? 
 The Centre passed three Bills  
 The Farmers’ Produce Trade and 

Commerce (Promotion and 
Facilitation) Bill 

 Farmers (Empowerment and 
Protection) Agreement on Price 
Assurance and Farm Services Bill  

 Essential Commodities (Amendment) 
Bill. 

What does the government say about the 
Bills? 

 The government claims the legislation 
will transform the sector and raise 
farmers’ income.  

 The Centre had promised to double 
farmers’ income by 2022.  

 It says the Bills will make farmers 
independent of government-controlled 
markets and fetch them a better price for 
their produce. 

What are the new provisions in the three 
Bills? 

 The Bills propose to create a system 
where farmers and traders can sell and 
purchase products outside ‘mandis’.  

 They also encourage intra-state trade 
and propose to reduce transportation 
cost.  

 The Bills formulate a framework on 
agreements that enables farmers to 
engage with agri-business companies, 
exporters and retailers for services and 
sale of produce while giving the farmer 
access to modern technology. 

 They provide benefits for small and 
marginal farmers with less than five 
hectares of land.  

 The Bills also provide for removal of 
items such as cereals and pulses from the 
list of essential commodities and attract 
FDI. 

What are the farmers’ concerns? 
 Farmers are apprehensive about getting 

Minimum Support Price for their 
produce.  

 Other concerns include the upper hand 
of agri-businesses and big retailers in 
negotiations, thus putting farmers at a 
disadvantage.  
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 The benefits for small farmers from 
companies are likely to reduce the 
engagement of sponsors with them.  

 The farmers also fear that the companies 
may dictate prices of the commodities.  

Criticism of the bills 
State subjects 
 Agriculture and markets are State 

subjects, and there should not be any 
tinkering with the MSP and Agricultural 
Produce Market Committees (APMC), that 
form the backbone of existing trading 
arrangements.  

Heavy centralisation 
 Provisions in the Farmers’ Produce Trade 

and Commerce (Promotion and 
Facilitation) Bill, 2020, providing for 
unrestricted commerce in designated 
trade areas outside APMC jurisdictions 
without levy of any fee, and more 
generally, empowering the Centre to issue 
orders to States in furtherance of the 
law’s objectives is a cause of concern. 

Liberalisation does not lead to private 
investment 

 For instance, when Bihar removed the 
APMC system, markets suffered loss of fee 
revenue, with no significant private 
investments in the sector.  

Way forward 
 To strengthen competition, the centre 

should massively fund the expansion of 
the APMC market system, removing trade 
cartels, and providing farmers with good 
roads, logistics of scale and real time 
information.  

 Instead of opting for heavy centralisation, 
the emphasis should be on empowering 
farmers through State Farmers 
Commissions recommended by the NCF, 
to bring about a speedy government 
response to issues.  

4) Reject this inequitable climate 
proposal 

Context 
 The UN Secretary General recently called 

for India to give up coal immediately 
(not to make new investment in coal after 
2020) and reduce emissions by 45% by 
2030.  

Criticism of the call 
 Deindustrialisation and low 

development trap 

 This is seen in the light of a call to de-
industrialise the country and abandon 
the population to a permanent low-
development trap. 

 Not in consonance with UNFCCC 
principles 

 It violates the foundational principles 
of the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
i.e. Common But Differentiated 
Responsibilities. 

About Common but Differentiated 
Responsibilities 

  Common but Differentiated Responsibilities 
and Respective Capabilities (CBDR–RC) is a 
principle within the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) that acknowledges the different 
capabilities and differing responsibilities 
of individual countries in addressing climate 
change. 

 The principle of CBDR–RC is enshrined in 
the 1992 UNFCCC treaty, which was 
ratified by all participating countries.  

 It distinguishes sharply between the 
responsibilities and commitments of 
developed countries vis-à-vis those of 
developing countries. 

India’s track record and comparisons 
 India’s annual emissions are at 0.5 

tonnes per capita which is well below 
the global average of 1.3 tonnes. 

o And also below that of China, the United 
States and the European Union (EU), the 
three leading emitters in absolute terms, 
whose per capita emissions are higher 
than this average.  

 In terms of cumulative emissions India’s 
contribution by 2017 was only 4% for a 
population of 1.3 billion, whereas the 
European Union, with a population of 
only 448 million, was responsible for 
20%. 

 The UNFCCC itself has reported that 
between 1990 and 2017, the developed 
nations (excluding Russia and east 
Europe) have reduced their annual 
emissions by only 1.3%.  

 
Consequences of ending coal investment 

immediately 
Failure to meet targets 



30 
 

For free learning, visit www.officerspulse.com 
 

 Though roughly 2 GW of coal-based 
generation is being decommissioned per 
year, by 2030, India will have only 184 
GW of coal-based generation.  

 But meeting the 2030 electricity 
consumption target of 1,580 to 1,660 
units per person per year, will require 
anywhere between 650 GW to 750 GW of 
renewable energy which is itself difficult.  

 In such a case, for a developing country 
like India renewable energy cannot 
substitute coal entirely. 

Manufacturing requires fossil fuel based 
energy 

 Manufacturing growth powered by fossil 
fuel-based energy is itself a necessity and 
hence it cannot be driven by renewable 
energy. 

Dependence on external sources 
 Lacking production capacity in 

renewable energy technologies and their 
large-scale operation, deployment on this 
scale will expose India to increasing and 
severe dependence on external sources 
and supply chains.  

Lack of technology development in climate 
change 

 Possibility of providing 70% to 80% of all 
generation capacity  through renewables 
depends critically on technology 
development which is on the declining 
trend. 

 Technology developments include 
1. improvements in the efficiency of 

conversion of energy from its source into 
electricity,  

2. in the management of the corresponding 
electricity grids, as well as advance in 
storage technologies.  

Conclusion 
 India is one of the few countries with at 

least 2° Celsius warming compliant 
climate action, and one of a much smaller 
list of those currently on track to 
fulfilling their Paris Agreement 
commitments. 

 In that case, India must unanimously 
reject the UN Secretary General’s call 
and reiterate its long-standing 
commitment to an equitable response to 
the challenge of global warming. 

For doubts and queries email us at 
doubts@officerspulse.com 
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INDIAN EXPRESS EXPLAINED 
 

1) Indus Water Treaty at 60: why 
there is a need to give it a 
fresh look 

Context: 

 On september 19th 2020, it was the 60th 
anniversary of the Indus Water Treaty. 

 In this context, we shall analyse the 
history of the treaty, present possibilities 
and challenges and future of the treaty. 

About Indus river 

 The Indus is the western most River 
system in the subcontinent. Jhelum, 
Chenab, Ravi, Beas and Satluj are its 
main tributaries.  

 The Indus originates from the Bokhar Chu 
(glacier) in the northern slopes of Mt. 
Kailash (6714m). It drains the largest 
number of glaciers and mountain slopes 
of the Karakorum, Ladakh, Zaskarand 
Himalayan Ranges. 

 In Ladakh it follows a long nearly straight 
course between the Ladakh range and the 
Zaskar range. 

 The River passes by the Nanga-Parvat 
and turns south-west to enter Pakistan. 

What is the Indus Water Treaty? 

 Since the Indus is a transboundary river, 
it was essential for India and Pakistan to 
reach a negotiation on sharing the water 
of the river Indus after the partition of 
1947. 

 Hence Indus Waters Treaty was signed on 
September 19, 1960, between India and 
Pakistan and brokered by the World 
Bank. The treaty fixed and delimited the 
rights and obligations of both countries 
concerning the use of the waters of the 
Indus River system. 

What were the rights and obligations of 
both the countries? 

 The treaty gave the waters of the western 
rivers—the Indus, Jhelum, and Chenab—
to Pakistan and those of the eastern 
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rivers—the Ravi, Beas, and Sutlej—to 
India.  

 The treaty required the creation of a 
Permanent Indus Commission, with a 
commissioner from each country, in order 
to maintain a channel for communication 
and to try to resolve questions about 
implementation of the treaty. In addition, 
a mechanism for resolving disputes was 
provided. 

 The treaty financed countries to build 
dams and canals. Pakistan has built 
multiple dams on the river Jhelum and 
Chenab and India too constructed Indira 
Gandhi canal (rajasthan Canal) and 
Bhakra Dam post this treaty. 

 In 2019, India fast-tracked approval for 
several major dams along the Chenab. 
This follows several other contentious 
dams already being built on shared rivers 
including Kishanganga, on the Jhelum 
River, which was also allotted to Pakistan. 

What has been the issue? 

 Under the treaty, India has a right to 
“limited hydropower generation” 
upstream on the western tributaries 
allotted to Pakistan.  

 However, many in Pakistan worry that 
even though these proposed dams may 
individually abide by the technical letter 
of the treaty, their effects will add up 
downstream. 

 Pakistan has politicised the issues of the 
river and even in India voices are heard to 
abrogate the Indus treaty against 
Pakistan’s terrorist activities. 

Can India withdraw from the treaty? 

 Yes, India can withdraw from the treaty 
under Vienna Convention on the Law of 
Treaties, but India has withheld its stand 
as India respects its signatory and values 
trans-boundary rivers as an important 
connector in the region in terms of both 
diplomacy and economic prosperity.  

Way Forward 

 Article XII of the Indus Water treaty gives 
space for modifications but only when 
both the countries have agreed to it. 
Hence India is now thinking to put some 
negotiations on the table.  

 Apart from this India is thinking to fully 
use the clauses and powers given under 
this treaty. For example, India is allowed 
to use 3.6 million acre feet (MAF) of 
western rivers, but today's infrastructure 
allows them to use only 2-3 MAF of water. 
Hence, the country is preparing to utilise 
remaining water. 

 Also around 11 GW of electricity can be 
produced from the western rivers, but 
only around 3GW is being harnessed. 
Hence hydroelectric projects are being 
formulated on these rivers. 

 The ultimate aim of the treaty is peaceful 
use of water bodies and prosperity on 
both sides. The mechanism should be 
strengthened by the political will of both 
the countries.  

For doubts and queries email us at 
doubts@officerspulse.com 
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RSTV BIG PICTURE 
 

1) Global Biodiversity Outlook 
 The UN Convention on Biological 

Diversity has released its fifth Global 
Biodiversity Outlook report which says 
that none of the 20 agreed conservation 
targets of the past 10 years could be fully 
met by the world . 

 Experts believe that all nations will now 
have to implement the ambitious new 
target of protecting at least 30% of the 
planet by 2030 – popularly known as 
30x30 target – under the UN Convention. 

 It means 30% land and 30% ocean 
needs to be conserved for achieving 
global biodiversity by 2050. 

Major highlights of the report 
 The report reflects that the 20 targets also 

known as Aiche Global biodiversity 
targets which were set in 2010 in 
Nagoya, Japan, has not been met in the 
last 10 years. 

 The loss of ecosystems has speeded up 
and 70% of the land is impacted by 
human intervention. 

 Biodiversity is the basis for all living 
societies but there is no progress in 
achieving the targets which highlights the 
poor conservation condition of the 
country as a whole. 

 Eg: Tackling the pollution, loss of natural 
habitat etc. 

 The Covid-19 situation has further 
accelerated our disconnection with 
nature. 

Related reports 
 According to the living planet report by 

the World Wide Fund for Nature, there 
is a 68% decline in the population of 
mammals, birds, etc. between 1970-2016. 

 The IUCN has also recommended that 
conservation plans need to be 
modified for individual species. 

 Thus, in reality the problem is very huge 
and the non achievement of 
biodiversity goals also impacts the 
economic goals of the nation. 

What needs to be done ahead ? 
 The biodiversity needs to be a central 

point and an integrated approach is 
needed. 

 The handling of climate change needs 
to be done in a specified manner. 

 The biodiversity should be made an 
integral and essential component of 
planning. 

 Mono cropping can be replaced by 
multi-crop cultivation as well as 
sustainability of groundwater is 
essential. 

Conclusion 
 Every stakeholder is dependent on 

resources so a global collective action 
towards biodiversity conservation is 
the need of the hour. 

For doubts and queries email us at 
doubts@officerspulse.com   
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