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1. In which one of the following States is Sariska tiger reserve located? 

A. Madhya Pradesh 
B. Maharashtra  
C. Gujarat  
D. Rajasthan 

 

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

● Sariska tiger reserve is located in Rajasthan. 
● The reserve area has varied topography that includes grasslands, dry deciduous forests, cliffs and 

rocky landscape. The Aravalli mountain ranges surround the reserve. 
 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/how-the-tiger-can-regain-its-stripes/article32339842.ece 

2. Consider the following statements about the Pradhan Mantri Street Vendor’s Atmanirbhar Nidhi 

(PM SVANidhi) Scheme. 

1. It was launched by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs for providing affordable Working 
Capital loans to street vendors. 

2. Under the Scheme, vendors can avail an initial working capital loan of up to Rs. 1,00,000, which is 
repayable in monthly instalments. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 
B. 2 only 
C. Both 1 and 2  
D. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answer: A 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/how-the-tiger-can-regain-its-stripes/article32339842.ece
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Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is correct: The Pradhan Mantri Street Vendor’s Atmanirbhar Nidhi (PM SVANidhi) 
Scheme was launched by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs for providing affordable 
Working Capital loans to street vendors to resume their livelihoods that have been adversely 
affected due to Covid-19 lockdown. 

● Statement 2 is incorrect: Under the Scheme, vendors can avail a working capital loan of up to Rs. 
10,000, which is repayable in monthly instalments in the tenure of one year. The loans would be 
without collateral. 

● On timely/ early repayment of the loan, an interest subsidy @ 7% per annum will be credited to 
the bank accounts of beneficiaries through Direct Benefit Transfer on quarterly basis.  

● There will be no penalty on early repayment of loan. The scheme promotes digital transactions 
through cash back incentives up to an amount of Rs. 100 per month.  

● The scheme targets to benefit over 50 lakh street vendors. The duration of the scheme is till 
March 2022.  

● SIDBI will implement the PM SVANidhi Scheme. 
 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1645282 

 

3. The Global Environment Facility (GEF) acts as a financial mechanism for which of the following 

conventions? 

A. The United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity  
B. The United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification  
C. The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change  
D. The Minamata Convention on Mercury 
E. The Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants  

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below : 

A. 1, 2 and 3 only 

B. 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

C. 1, 2, 3 and 5 only 

D. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

 

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1645282
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● The Global Environment Facility (GEF) was established on the eve of the 1992 Rio Earth Summit 
to help tackle our planet's most pressing environmental problems. 

● The GEF is a unique partnership of 18 agencies — including United Nations agencies, multilateral 
development banks, national entities and international NGOs — working with 183 countries to 
address the world’s most challenging environmental issues.  

● It is a financial mechanism for five major international environmental conventions:  
○ the Minamata Convention on Mercury,  
○ the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs),  
○ the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity (UNCBD),  
○ the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) and  
○ the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 

● GEF provides grants to developing countries for projects that benefit the global environment and 
promote sustainable livelihoods in local communities. GEF projects address six designated focal 
areas: Biodiversity, Climate Change, International Waters, Ozone Depletion, Land Degradation 
and Persistent Organic Pollutants.  

 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/how-the-tiger-can-regain-its-stripes/article32339842.ece 

 

4. Consider the following statements about Real Effective Exchange Rate (REER). 

1. It is the weighted average of bilateral nominal exchange rates of the home currency in terms of 
foreign currencies.  

2. It is often taken as a measure of a country’s international competitiveness  
 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 
B. 2 only 
C. Both 1 and 2  
D. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answer: B 

Explanation: 

● Effective exchange rates are summary indicators of movements in the exchange rates of home 
currency against a basket of currencies of trade partner countries and are considered to be an 
indicator of international competitiveness. It is divided into 2 categories. NEER & REER. 

● Nominal Effective Exchange Rate (NEER) is the weighted average of bilateral nominal exchange 
rates of the home currency in terms of foreign currencies.  

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/how-the-tiger-can-regain-its-stripes/article32339842.ece
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● Real Effective Exchange Rate (REER) is defined as a weighted average of India’s bilateral real 
exchange rates of the home currency in terms of foreign currencies. The real exchange rate 
calculates the purchasing power of a currency by adjusting the nominal exchange rate for 
inflation effects. Statement 1 is incorrect. 

● Statement 2 is correct: REER is often taken as a measure of a country’s international 
competitiveness. 

● REER has two components: (i) real exchange rates and (ii) weights assigned to each currency 
(which depends on the importance of the countries in the currency basket as India’s trading 
partners). 

 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1062940820301595 

 

5. ‘Mount Sinabung’ recently seen in the news is located in? 

A. Japan 
B. New Zealand  
C. Papua New Guinea 
D. Indonesia 

 

Answer: D 

Explanation: 

● Mount Sinabung volcano is located in Indonesia.  
● The volcano erupted recently, sending a column of ash and smoke more than 16,000 feet into the 

air.  
● The volcano became active in 2010, erupting after nearly 400 years of inactivity. 

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-volcanic-eruption-in-indonesias-mount-

sinabung-6550530/ 

 

 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1062940820301595
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-volcanic-eruption-in-indonesias-mount-sinabung-6550530/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-volcanic-eruption-in-indonesias-mount-sinabung-6550530/

