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News @ a glance 
POLITY 

 
Dear Students, 

In Pulse #5, "Custodial Violence and need for 

police reforms" topic, it is given as Article 

21(1) provides that no person who is 

arrested shall be detained in custody 

without being informed. 

 It is a typographical error. It is Article 22(1). 

Error is regretted. 

1) MGNREGA  
▪ The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 

Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) 
scheme is the largest social security 
scheme in the world — guaranteeing 100 
days of work to any rural household 
willing to do public work-related 
unskilled manual work at the statutory 
minimum wage. 

▪ The MGNREG Act gives rural households 
the right to work — making it obligatory 
for the State to give them work on 
demand. 

▪ The Ministry of Rural Development 
(MRD), Govt of India is monitoring the 
entire implementation of this scheme in 
association with state governments 

 

The core objectives : 
▪ Providing not less than one hundred days 

of unskilled manual work as a guaranteed 
employment in a financial year to every 
household in rural areas as per demand, 
resulting in creation of productive assets 
of prescribed quality and durability;  

▪ Strengthening the livelihood resource 
base of the poor;  

▪ Proactively ensuring social inclusion and  
▪ Strengthening Panchayati Raj Institutions. 

 

Key features: 

▪ Legal right to work: Unlike earlier 
employment guarantee schemes, the Act 
provides a legal right to employment for 
adult members of rural households.  At 
least one third beneficiaries have to be 
women.  

▪ Time bound guarantee of work and 
unemployment allowance: Employment 
must be provided with 15 days of being 
demanded failing which an 
‘unemployment allowance’ must be given. 

▪ Work site facilities: All work sites should 
have facilities such as crèches, drinking 
water and first aid. The employment will 
be provided within a radius of 5 km, if it is 
above 5 km extra wage will be paid. 

▪ Transparency and accountability: 
Social audits are conducted by gram 
Sabha to enable the community to 
monitor the implementation of the 
scheme. The Gram Sabha is the principal 
forum for wage seekers to raise their 
voices and make demands. It is the Gram 
Sabha and the Gram Panchayat which 
approves the shelf of works under 
MGNREGA and fix their priority. 

▪ The wages are revised according to the 
Consumer Price Index-Agricultural 
Labourers (CPI-AL). 

Why in News? 
▪ At least 1.4 lakh poor rural households 

have already completed their quota of 
100 days of work under the Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act. Another seven lakh 
households have completed 80 days. 

What is the issue? 
▪ With the COVID-19 pandemic and the 

lockdown resulting in thousands of 
unemployed migrant workers returning 
to their villages, many are now dependent 
on MGNREGA wages. 

▪ While the construction sector, which 
usually absorbs a large number of 
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workers, has also collapsed, the demand 
for MGNREGA work has been increasing. 

▪ With almost 60,000 households which 
have completed 100 days of work, 
Chhattisgarh has the highest rate among 
States according to central scheme data, 
followed by Andhra Pradesh with almost 
24,500 households in this category. 

▪ Having completed the quota of 100 days 
of work, in the first three months of the 
year, they will not be eligible for further 
benefits under the scheme for the rest of 
the year. 

▪ With work running out, the families are in 
a huge crisis. 

Way Forward: 
▪ The MGNREGA scheme contains a 

provision for an expansion of the 
scheme to allow for 150 days of work 
per household for districts affected by 
drought or other natural disaster. 

▪ Given that Covid-19 was declared a 
national disaster, this provision may be 
implemented immediately across the 
country. 

▪ The limit should be imposed per adult 
individual rather than per household. 

▪ There is a demand for an increase to 200 
days per individual at a daily wage rate of 
Rs. 600. 

▪ The current wage rate of Rs. 200 per day 
does not even match up to minimum wage 
rates in most States. 

▪ Getting employment from the Agriculture 
and farms is an option which can be 
provided to the migrants. 

2) Postal ballots 
What is postal voting? 
▪ In this facility, a voter can cast her vote 

remotely by recording her preference on 
the ballot paper and sending it back to the 
election officer before counting. A 
restricted set of voters can exercise postal 
voting. 

Who can avail this facility? 
▪ Members of the armed forces like the 

Army, Navy and Air Force, members of 
the armed police force of a state (serving 
outside the state), government 
employees posted outside India and 
their spouses are entitled to vote only by 
post.  

▪ Voters under preventive detention can 
also vote only by post. 

▪ Special voters such as the President of 
India, Vice President, Governors, Union 
Cabinet ministers, Speaker of the House 
and government officers on poll duty 
also have the option to vote by post. 

▪ Absentee voters: These are voters 
employed in essential services and unable 
to cast their vote due to their service 
conditions. Currently, these officials of the 
Delhi Metro Rail Corporation, Northern 
Railway (Passenger and Freight) Services 
and media persons. 

Why in News? 
▪ The Election Commission has recently 

announced senior citizens above the 
age of 65 and voters who test positive 
for COVID19 or are suspected to be 
COVID-affected will be allowed to cast 
their vote by post. 

▪ Earlier the Law Ministry amended the 
Conduct of Election Rules to allow people 
with disabilities and those who are 80 
years of age or above to opt for postal 
ballot during Lok Sabha and Assembly 
elections. 

How are votes recorded by post? 
▪ Postal ballot papers for members of the 

Armed Forces are sent through their 
record offices. 

▪ For members of the armed police force of 
a state (serving outside the state), 
government employees posted outside 
India and their spouses, the ballot paper 
can be sent through post or electronically. 

▪ For remaining categories ballot papers 
can be delivered personally or through 
the post. 

▪ The Returning Officer is supposed to print 
ballot papers within 24 hours of the last 
date of nomination withdrawal and 
dispatch them within a day. 

▪ This is done so that the ballot papers 
reach the concerned voter well before the 
polling date and she has enough time to 
send it back before the counting day. 

Concerns: 
▪ Allowing those aged 65 and above to vote 

by postal ballot violates secrecy in voting 
as a large segment of the population is 
uneducated and they might seek 
assistance from others at numerous 
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stages, ending up disclosing their 
preferred candidate.  

▪ This also exposes them to administrative 
influence or influence by the Government 
or the ruling party. 

3) Quorum not needed for routine 
panel meetings 

What is Quorum? 
▪ Quorum is the minimum number of 

members required to be present at a 
sitting of the House or a Committee for 
valid transaction of its business, which is 
one-tenth of the total number of 
members of the House, as provided 
under Article 100 (3) of the 
Constitution. 

Why in News? 
▪ The officials at the Rajya Sabha secretariat 

said that quorum is essential only when 
the committees are taking decisions or 
adopting reports and not during routine 
deliberations. 

▪ The issue came up when Congress leader 
and chairman of the standing committee 
on Science and Technology wrote to the 
chairman demanding a virtual meeting 
citing lack of quorum. 

▪ Parliamentary Committees may be 
divided into two broad categories:  

(a) the Standing Committees and  
(b) the ad hoc Committees ( Temporary) 
 

About Standing Committees: 
▪ The Standing Committees are those which 

are elected by the House or nominated by 
the Chairman every year or from time to 
time and are permanent in nature. 

▪ The main objective of the standing 
committees is to secure more 
accountability of the Executive (i.e., the 
Council of Ministers) to the Parliament, 
particularly financial accountability.  

▪ They also assist the Parliament in 
debating the budget more effectively. 

▪ A minister is not eligible to be 
nominated as a member of any of the 
standing committees. In case a member, 
after his nomination to any of the 
standing committees, is appointed a 
minister, he then ceases to be a member 
of the committee. 

4) Right to education is more than 
a right 

What’s in the news? 
▪ Development of scientific temper and 

spirit of enquiry by education is 
important and right to education is more 
than a right, said former Chief Justice 
Dipak Misra while addressing a webinar 
conducted by the Delhi Metropolitan 
Education (DME) Law School, Noida. 

Background: 
▪ Originally Part IV of Indian Constitution 

under Article 45 provided that the State 
will endeavour to provide free and 
compulsory education for all children 
until they complete the age of fourteen 
years. However, being a directive 
principle, it was not enforceable by the 
courts. 

▪ The 86 th  amendment to the 
constitution of India in 2002, provided 
Right to Education as a fundamental 
right in part-III of the Constitution and 
inserted Article 21A which made Right 
to Education a fundamental right for 
children between 6-14 years and also 
provided of legislation which was enacted 
in the form of Right to Education Act 
2009. 

▪ Article 21 A makes only elementary 
education a Fundamental Right and not 
higher or professional education. 

▪ The amendment changed the subject 
matter of Article 45 in directive 
principles. It now reads–‘The state shall 
endeavour to provide early childhood 
care and education for all children 
until they complete the age of six 
years.’  

▪ It also added a new fundamental duty 
under Article 51A that reads–‘It shall be 
the duty of every citizen of India to 
provide opportunities for education to 
his child or ward between the age of six 
and fourteen years’. 

About RTE Act 2009 
▪ The RTE Act provides for the following : 
▪ Right of children to free and compulsory 

education till completion of 
elementary education in a 
neighbourhood school.  

▪ Elementary education refers to the 
education imparted from first class to 
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eighth class in schools. Medium of 
instruction shall be the child's mother 
tongue. 

▪ It clarifies that ‘compulsory education’ 
means obligation for the government to 
provide free (‘Free’ means that no child 
shall be liable to pay any kind of fee or 
charges or expenses which may prevent 
him or her from pursuing and completing 
elementary education) elementary 
education and ensure compulsory 
admission, attendance and completion of 
elementary education to every child in the 
six to fourteen age group. 

▪ It makes provisions for a non-admitted 
child to be admitted to an age appropriate 
class. 

▪ The government schools shall provide 
free education to all the children and the 
schools will be managed by School 
Management Committees (SMC).  

▪ Private schools shall admit at least 
25% of the children from 
disadvantaged sections of the society 
(including SCs and STs , Socially 
Backward Class and Differently abled) in 
their schools without any fee. 

▪ The National Commission for Elementary 
Education shall be constituted to monitor 
all aspects of elementary education 
including quality. 

▪ The Right to Education Act 2009 
prohibits all kinds of physical 
punishment and mental harassment, 
discrimination based on gender, caste, 
class and religion, screening procedures 
for admission of children capitation fee, 
private tuition centres, and functioning of 
unrecognised schools. 

▪ It lays down the norms and standards 
relating to Pupil Teacher Ratios 
(PTRs), buildings and infrastructure, 
school-working days, teacher-working 
hours. 

▪ The Central Government and the State 
Governments shall have concurrent 
responsibility for providing funds for 
imparting free and compulsory 
elementary education to children. 

Challenges of Right to Education Act, 2009 
▪ The Act allows the age group for which 

Right to Education is from 6 to 14 years of 
age only and leaves out 0-6 years and 
14-18 years. 

▪ The Enrolment ratio of girls is still low 
and the ratio of dropouts is more. 
Therefore counseling of parents and 
community leaders are critical to retain 
girls in schools, a fact that is not covered 
in the Act. 

▪ There is no focus on quality of learning, 
as shown by multiple Annual Status of 
Education Report (ASER) reports, thus 
RTE Act appears to be mostly input 
oriented. Learning outcomes declined 
during the years that followed the 
legislation. 

▪ Lack of teachers affect the pupil-teacher 
ratio mandated by RTE which in turn 
affects the quality of teaching. 

Way Forward: 
▪ Though the RTE Act has its own flaws , it 

is now crucial for the Government, NGOs 
and the policy makers to work united in 
the post covid times. 

▪ Initiatives like Swayam (one integrated 
platform and portal for online courses), 
Swayam Prabha (provides 32 High 
Quality Educational Channels through 
DTH across the length and breadth of the 
country on 24X7 basis) should be 
encouraged. 

▪ The urban rural digital gap should be 
addressed and availability of internet 
should be ensured. Programmes like 
BharatNet Project (To connect all the 
2,50,000 Gram panchayats in the country 
and provide 100 Mbps connectivity to all 
gram panchayats) should be encouraged. 
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ENVIRONMENT  
 

1) India recorded 1.2 million 
snakebite deaths in the past 
two decades 

Centre for Global Health Research 
▪ It is an independent, not-for-profit 

organization founded in 2002. 
▪ CGHR’s mission is to lead high-quality 

public health research that advances 
global health for all, with particular 
attention to the world’s poorest 
populations. 

▪ CGHR has offices in Toronto, Bangalore, 
and New Delhi.  

Why in the news? 
▪ The Centre for Global Health Research has 

published a report titled ‘Trends in 
snakebite deaths in India from 2000 to 
2019 in a nationally representative 
mortality study’. 

▪ In the past 2 decades, India recorded a 
staggering 1.2 million snakebite deaths, 
with an average of 58000 deaths annually. 

▪ Around 70% of these deaths occurred in 
limited, low altitude, rural areas of eight 
States — Bihar, Jharkhand, Madhya 
Pradesh, Odisha, Uttar Pradesh, Andhra 
Pradesh (including Telangana), Rajasthan 
and Gujarat. 

▪ Half of all the snakebite deaths occurred 
during the monsoon period from June to 
September.  

▪ Most of the envenomation (the process 
by which venom is injected by the bite or 
sting of a venomous animal) was by 
Russell’s vipers followed by kraits and 
cobras. 

▪ Most of the snakebite deaths that had 
occurred in rural areas (97%), were 
more common in males (59%) than 
females (41%). 

▪ With the above data in hand we can build 
policy measures to stop snake bite deaths 
such as providing longer boots to farm 
labourers working during  monsoon.  

▪ Better understanding of the distribution 
of India’s many venomous snake species 

could help in the design and development 
of more appropriate anti-venom. 

▪ The World Health Organization (WHO) 
recognises snakebite as a top-priority 
neglected tropical disease (NTD). 

Russell Viper 

 
▪ The species is found in Asia throughout 

the Indian subcontinent, much of 
Southeast Asia, southern China and 
Taiwan. 

▪ It is most common in plains, coastal 
lowlands, and hills of suitable habitat. 

▪ It is terrestrial and active primarily as a 
nocturnal forager. However, during cool 
weather, it alters its behavior and 
becomes more active during the day. 

About NTDs 
▪ Neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) are a 

diverse group of communicable 
diseases(not non-communicable 
diseases) that prevail in tropical and 
subtropical conditions in 149 countries 
which will affect more than one billion 
people and cost developing economies.  

▪ Populations living in poverty without 
adequate sanitation and in close contact 
with infectious vectors and domestic 
animals and livestock are those worst 
affected. 

▪ The WHO’s Roadmap for NTD contains a 
list of 20 diseases among which the 
important diseases like Dengue, 
Chikungunya, Leprosy (Hansen’s disease) 
and Lymphatic Filariasis are also present.  
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ECONOMY

1) Essential Commodities Act 
About ECA 
▪ The Essential Commodities Act (ECA) was 

enacted by the Central Government in 
1955 to control and regulate trade and 
prices of commodities declared essential 
under the Act.  

▪ The Act empowers the Central and state 
governments concurrently to control 
production, supply and distribution of 
certain commodities in view of rising 
prices and to prevent Black marketing. 

▪ The measures that can be taken under the 
provisions of the Act include licensing, 
distribution and imposing stock limits. 
The governments also have the power to 
fix price limits, and selling the particular 
commodities above the limit will attract 
penalties.  

▪ Most of the powers under the Act have 
been delegated by the Central 
Government to the State Governments 
with the direction that they shall exercise 
these powers. 

▪ Some of the major commodities that are 
covered under the act: 

1. Petroleum and its products 
2. Food stuff, including seeds, vanaspati, 

pulses, sugarcane  
3. Drugs- prices of essential drugs  
4. Fertilisers 
Why in News? 
▪ The Central government has removed 

face masks and hand sanitisers out of the 
purview of the Essential Commodities Act, 
1955 as their supply is sufficient in the 
country. 

▪ On March 13, the Union Consumer Affairs 
Ministry had declared face masks and 
hand sanitisers as essential commodities 
for 100 days to boost supply and prevent 
hoarding of these items in its fight to 
check the spread of COVID-19. 

Related information 
▪ Recently, the central government 

announced that it will deregulate the 
sale of six types of agricultural 
produce, including cereals, edible oils, 
oilseeds, pulses, onions and potatoes, by 

amending the Essential Commodities Act, 
1955. 

▪ Stock limits on these commodities will not 
be imposed except in times of a national 
calamity or a famine, and will not be 
imposed at all on food processors or 
value chain participants, which/who 
will be allowed to store as much as 
allowed by their installed capacity. 
Exporters will also be exempted.   

2) Asian Infrastructure 
Investment Bank  

About AIIB 
▪ The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 

(AIIB) is an international development 
bank that provides financing for 
infrastructure projects in Asia.  

▪ Headquartered in Beijing, it began 
operations in 2016.  

▪ It includes 102 members worldwide 
(India is a founder member of AIIB).  

▪ AIIB consists of two classes of 
membership: regional and non-regional 
members. Regional members hold 75% 
of the total voting power in the Bank. 

▪ China is the largest shareholder with 
26.64 per cent voting shares in the bank. 
India is the second largest shareholder 
with 7.6 per cent voting shares followed 
by Russia 6.0 per cent. 

▪ India is the biggest borrower of AIIB. 

 
Why in News? 
▪ L&T Infrastructure Finance Company Ltd. 

(LTIF) has received the first tranche of 
$50 million of the total $100 million 
External commercial borrowing (ECB) 
loan from Asian Infrastructure 
Investment Bank. 
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▪ This development marks AIIB’s first loan 
to a non-banking financial company 
(NBFC) in India. 

▪ L&T Infrastructure Finance is a leading 
arranger and financier of renewable 
energy in India. 

Related information 
What is External Commercial Borrowings? 
▪ ECBs are commercial loans raised by 

eligible resident entities from recognised 
non-resident entities. 

▪ Most of these loans are provided by 
foreign commercial banks and other 
institutions. 

▪ As per the latest ECB framework, all 
eligible borrowers can raise ECBs up to 
USD 750 million or equivalent per 
financial year under the automatic route. 

▪ The minimum average maturity period 
(MAMP) has been kept at 3 years for all 
ECBs, except the borrowers specifically 
permitted to borrow for a shorter period. 

Who is eligible? 
▪ All entities eligible to receive FDI is 

eligible borrowers under the ECB 
window. 

▪ Additionally, Port Trusts, Units in SEZ, 
SIDBI, EXIM Bank, registered entities 
engaged in micro-finance activities, viz., 
registered not for profit companies, 
registered societies/trusts/cooperatives 
and non-government organisations can 
also borrow under this framework. 

▪ Any entity who is a resident of a country 
which is FATF or International 
Organization of Securities 
Commissions (IOSCO) compliant will be 
treated as a recognised lender. 

What is a Non-Banking Financial Company 
(NBFC)? 

▪ An NBFC is a company registered under 
the Companies Act, 1956 which provides 
banking services without meeting the 
legal definition of a bank.  

▪ They engage in the business of loans and 
advances, acquisition of shares, bonds, 
etc. issued by Government or local 
authority. They also deal in other 
marketable securities of a like nature, 
leasing, hire-purchase, insurance 
business, chit business. 

▪ Housing Finance Companies, Merchant 
Banking Companies, Stock Exchanges, 

Companies engaged in the business of 
stock-broking/sub-broking, Venture 
Capital Fund Companies, Nidhi 
Companies, Insurance companies and Chit 
Fund Companies are examples of NBFCs. 

▪ The working and operations of NBFCs are 
regulated by the RBI. 

What is the difference between banks & 
NBFCs? 

▪ NBFCs lend and make investments and 
hence their activities are similar to that of 
banks; however there are a few 
differences: 

o NBFC cannot accept demand deposits; 
o NBFCs cannot issue cheques drawn on 

itself; 
o Deposit insurance facility of Deposit 

Insurance and Credit Guarantee 
Corporation is not available to depositors 
of NBFCs, unlike in the case of banks. 

 

3) Equalisation Levy 
About Equalisation Levy 
▪ The 2% equalisation levy was introduced 

in the 2020-21 Budget and came into 
effect from April 1.  

▪ It is a direct tax levied on any purchase 
by an Indian or India-based entity 
through an overseas e-commerce 
platform. 

▪ The levy is seen aimed at taxing foreign 
companies which have a significant local 
client base in India but were billing them 
through their offshore units, effectively 
escaping the country’s tax system. 

▪ The deadline for payment of the first 
instalment for April-June is July 7.  

Why in News? 
▪ The government recently said it is not 

considering extending the deadline for 
payment of Equalisation Levy by non-
resident e-commerce players. 

▪ Earlier, the U.S.-India Strategic 
Partnership Forum (USISPF) urged the 
finance ministry to defer the tax or 
postpone the date for payment. 

About USISPF 
The US-India Strategic Partnership Forum is a 

non-profit organization, with the 
primary objective of strengthening the 
U.S.-India bilateral and strategic 
partnership.  
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

1) World Drug Report  
About United Nations Office on Drugs and 

Crime (UNODC)  
▪ Established in 1997, UNODC is a global 

leader in the fight against illicit drugs and 
international crime.  

▪ The work of the UNODC is guided by a 
broad range of international legally 
binding instruments, such as the three 
drug control conventions, the UN 
Convention against Transnational 
Organized Crime and its protocols, the UN 
Convention against Corruption, the UN 
standards and norms on crime prevention 
and criminal justice and nineteen 
universal legal instruments against 
terrorism. 

▪ It is headquartered in Vienna.  
Why in News? 
▪ The United Nations Office on Drugs and 

Crime has released its latest World Drug 
Report. 

Highlights of the Report 
▪ The fourth highest seizure of opium 

(four tonne) in 2018 was reported from 
India, after Iran, Afghanistan and 
Pakistan. 

▪ In terms of heroin seizure (1.3 tonnes), 
India was at the 12th position in the 
world. 

Opium production 
▪ The global area under opium poppy 

cultivation declined for the second year in 
a row in 2019.  

▪ Asia, which is host to more than 90% of 
global illicit opium production and the 
world’s largest consumption market for 
opiates, accounted for almost 80% of all 
opiates seized worldwide in 2018. 

▪ The main opiate trafficking flows 
originate from three key production 
areas: Afghanistan, Myanmar-Laos and 
Mexico-Colombia-Guatemala. 

▪ About 84% of the total opium was 
produced in Afghanistan, from where it 
is supplied to neighbouring countries, 
Europe, Middle East, South Asia and 
Africa.  

 

2) Malabar exercise 
About the exercise 
▪ Malabar began as a bilateral naval 

exercise between India and the U.S. in 
1992, and was expanded into a trilateral 
format with the inclusion of Japan in 
2015. 

▪ Australia has been requesting for 
observer status in the Malabar exercise.  

▪ However, India did not include Australia 
in the exercises in 2018 and 2019, while 
the bilateral AUSINDEX naval exercise 
expanded in scope and complexity. 

Why in News? 
▪ India will take a decision on whether to 

include Australia in the Malabar exercises 
with Japan and the U.S. at a Defence 
Ministry meeting early next week. 

▪ The decision, if taken, could bring all 
Quad countries together as part of the 
annual war games. 

▪ The inclusion of Australia in the Malabar 
exercises would mark a major shift for 
India’s Indo-Pacific plans.  

Quad grouping 
▪ The grouping of four democracies– India, 

Australia, US and Japan –known as the 
quadrilateral security dialogue or 
quad, was first mooted by Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe in 2007. Quad was 
revived in 2017.  

▪ Quad is projected as four democracies 
with a shared objective to ensure and 
support a “free, open and prosperous” 
Indo-Pacific region. 

▪ With growing concerns in all four quad 
countries about Chinese foreign policy 
and regional influence, the group has 
found renewed relevance.  

3) Bhashan Char 
Who are Rohingya? 
▪ Rohingya are an ethnic group, largely 

comprising Muslims, who predominantly 
live in the Western Myanmar province 
of Rakhine. They speak a dialect of 
Bengali, as opposed to the commonly 
spoken Burmese language. 

▪ Though they have been living in the 
country for generations, Myanmar 
considers them as persons who migrated 
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to their land during the Colonial rule. So, 
it has not granted Rohingyas full 
citizenship.  

▪ Since they are not citizens, their 
movements are restricted within the 
Rakhine state. 

2017 attack: 
▪ In 2017, the Arakan Rohingya Salvation 

Army (ARSA), a Rohingya insurgent 
group, attacked police posts and an army 
base in Rakhine state.  

▪ The response by the Myanmar security 
forces has sent over 7,00,000 Rohingyas 
fleeing into Bangladesh and other 
neighbouring countries including India. 
Reports of villages being torched and 
civilian deaths have followed the militant 
attack. 

▪ The UN has termed the Rohingya's 
situation as the "world's fastest growing 
refugee crisis". 

India’s stand: 
▪ According to the Ministry of Home Affairs, 

there are approximately 40,000 
Rohingyas living in India. They have 
reached India from Bangladesh through 
the land route over the years.  

▪ The government had previously informed 
that all the Rohingyas in India were 
“illegal immigrants” and they will be 
deported soon. 

Legal provisions: 
▪ India doesn’t have a specific law 

regarding refugees.  
▪ India has also not been a signatory of 

the 1951 UN Convention or the 1967 
Protocol – both relating to the Status of 
Refugees and included in the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) statute. 

▪ However, UNHCR had earlier stated that 
the ‘principle of non-refoulement’ is 
considered part of customary 
international law and therefore binding 
on all states whether they have signed the 
Refugee Convention or not.  

▪ In addition, India is party to major 
international human rights instruments 
such as the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights, Convention 
on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against Women and 
Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

Illegal immigrant:  

▪ A foreigner is considered to be an illegal 
immigrant under two circumstances.  

o One, if they come into India without valid 
travel documents, or  

o two, having come in legally, they stay 
beyond the time period permitted to them 
under their travel documents.  

▪ Illegal migrants may be imprisoned or 
deported. 

Principle of non-refoulement: 
▪ Non-refoulement is a principle in 

international law that stops a country 
from returning a person to a place where 
they would be at risk of persecution. 

Bhashan Char 
▪ The Bhashan Char, also known as Thengar 

Char is an island located at the Meghna 
river estuary. 

▪ It belongs to Bangladesh. 
▪ The Bangladesh government has 

sheltered over 300 Rohingya refugees in 
Bhasan Char. 

 
Why in News? 
▪ Bangladesh announced that Rohingyas 

will stay at Bhasan Char until they are 
repatriated to Myanmar. 

 

4) CAATSA 
About CAATSA 
▪ The Countering America’s Adversaries 

Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA) is an act 
made by the US legislature which 
mandates the U.S. administration to 
impose sanctions on any country carrying 
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out significant defence and energy trade 
with sanctioned entities in North 
Korea, Iran and Russia. 

CAATSA and India 
▪ India and Russia signed a $5 billion 

contract for the procurement of S-400 air 
defense systems during the 2018 annual 
bilateral summit.  

▪ The U.S. had expressed deep concern over 
the deal and threatened to impose 
sanctions on India under CAATSA. The US 
is yet to evoke sanctions against India 
under the law. 

Waiver for India? 
▪ India and the U.S. have had a growing 

defence relationship — from “near zero” 
in U.S. arms sales to India in 2008 to $15 
billion in 2019.  

▪ India was designated a “Major Defence 
Partner” of the U.S. in 2016 and it was 
granted Strategic Trade Authorization 
tier 1 status in 2018. These designations 
allowed India easier access to sensitive 
U.S. defence technology. 

▪ With this context in mind, several U.S. 
lawmakers who favoured a close U.S.-
India relationship, made a strong case for 
a CAATSA waiver for countries like India 
(and also Vietnam and Indonesia), which 
had historically bought Russian arms but 
were now buying more U.S. arms.  

▪ Consequently, the U.S. President was 
given the authority in 2018 to waive 
CAATSA sanctions on a case-by-case 
basis. 

▪ However, U.S. officials across 
departments have repeatedly stated that 
India should not assume it will get a 
waiver.  

Why in News? 
▪ Recently, the U.S. said that countries, 

including India, still face the threat of 
sanctions under CAATSA for the purchase 
of Russian arms. 

▪ This message was reiterated in the 
context of India’s planned MiG-29 fighter 
jet deal with Russia at an estimated 
₹18,148 crore. 

▪ In June last year, India had assertively 
told the US that it would go by its national 
interest while dealing with other 
countries, Russia. 

 

5) Uighurs  
About Uighur issue 
▪ The Xinjiang province in China's far west 

has had a long history of discord between 
the authorities and the indigenous ethnic 
Uighur population. 

▪ Most Uighurs are Muslim, their language 
is related to Turkish, and they regard 
themselves as culturally and ethnically 
close to Central Asian nations. 

 
▪ Some Uighurs living there refer to the 

region as East Turkestan and argue that 
it ought to be independent from 
China. There have been open calls for 
separation of Xinjiang from China since 
the 1990s. Since then, China suppressed 
any dissent from Uyghur and began 
placing restrictions on them. 

▪ Ethnic tensions caused by economic and 
cultural factors are considered the root 
cause of the recent violence. There are 
complaints of severe restrictions on 
Islam, with fewer mosques and strict 
control over religious schools. 

Recent developments 
▪ The Chinese government has reportedly 

detained more than a million Muslims in 
re-education camps. 

▪ Most of the people who have been 
arbitrarily detained are Uighur. 

▪ Human rights organizations, UN officials, 
and many foreign governments are urging 
China to stop the crackdown.  
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▪ But Chinese officials maintain that what 
they call vocational training centers do 
not infringe on Uighurs’ human 
rights. They have refused to share 
information about the detention centers, 
and prevented journalists and foreign 
investigators from examining them.  

Why in News? 
▪ China said it will impose tit-for-tat 

measures after the U.S. slapped sanctions 
on Chinese officials for their involvement 
in a crackdown on Muslim minorities, 
raising tensions between the 
superpowers. 

▪ The latest Chinese response followed a 
U.S. announcement of visa bans and an 
assets freeze on three Chinese officials for 
systematic abuses of Uighurs and other 
Turkic Muslims in Xinjiang including 
forced labour, mass detention and 
involuntary population control. 

 

6) China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor 

What is the CPEC project? 
▪ China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 

refers to a clutch of major infrastructure 
works currently under way in Pakistan, 
intended to link Kashgar in China’s 
Xinjiang province to Gwadar deep sea 
port close to Pakistan’s border with Iran.  

▪ Several other road, rail and power 
projects are associated with the corridor, 
and the project seeks to expand and 
upgrade infrastructure across the length 
and breadth of Pakistan, and to widen and 
deepen economic ties with China. 

▪ The CPEC was launched in 2015 when 
Chinese President Xi Jinping visited 
Pakistan and it now envisages investment 
of over USD 60 billion in different projects 
of development in Pakistan.  

▪ Significance 
▪ The goal of CPEC is both to transform 

Pakistan’s economy—by modernizing its 
road, rail, air, and energy transportation 
systems—and to connect the deep-sea 
Pakistani ports of Gwadar and Karachi to 
China’s Xinjiang province and beyond by 
overland routes.  

▪ This would reduce the time and cost of 
transporting goods and energy such as 

natural gas to China by circumventing the 
Straits of Malacca and the South China 
Sea. 

  
▪ The CPEC project is also strategically 

important for China. Currently, eighty 
percent of China’s oil has to pass through 
the Strait of Malacca, a narrow stretch of 
water between the Indonesian island of 
Sumatra and the Malay Peninsula. In the 
event of a conflict, the Malacca Strait 
could easily be blocked by a rival nation, 
cutting off China from crucial energy 
resources. CPEC allows China to 
circumvent the Strait of Malacca and 
reduce its dependency on the strait. 

▪ CPEC is part of the larger Belt and Road 
Initiative—to improve connectivity, 
trade, communication, and cooperation 
between the countries of Eurasia—
announced by China in 2013.  

India’s position on CPEC 
▪ India has been opposing the project as it 

passes through Gilgit-Baltistan in 
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK), 
which New Delhi considers its own 
territory. 

▪ India claims that the CPEC project 
encroaches on sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of the country. 

Why in News? 
▪ Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan 

recently said that his government would 
complete the ambitious China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor at “any cost” as the 
$60 billion project is a manifestation of 
the all-weather friendship between the 
two countries. 
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

1) Raman effect 
GS 3: Achievements of Indians in science & 

technology 

What is the Raman Effect? 
▪ Raman Effect is a change in the 

wavelength of light that occurs when a 
light beam is deflected by molecules.  

▪ When a beam of light traverses a dust-
free, transparent sample of a chemical 
compound, a small fraction of the light 
emerges in directions other than that of 
the incident (incoming) beam.  

▪ Most of this scattered light is of 
unchanged wavelength.  

▪ A small part, however, has wavelengths 
different from that of the incident light; 
its presence is a result of the Raman 
Effect. 

▪ The phenomenon is named after Indian 
physicist Sir C.V. Raman, who first 
published observations of the effect in 
1928.  

▪ Austrian physicist Adolf Smekal 
theoretically described the effect in 1923.  

▪ It was first observed just one week before 
Raman by Russian physicists Leonid 
Mandelstam and Grigory Landsberg; 
however, they did not publish their 
results until months after Raman. 

Why does this happen? 
▪ Light consists of particles called photons, 

whose energy is directly proportional 
to the frequency with which they travel.  

▪ When they strike molecules in a medium 
at high speeds, they bounce back and 
scatter in different directions depending 
on the angle with which they hit the 
molecules. 

▪ Most of these scatterings are elastic — the 
photons retain their energy and are 
deflected with the same speed as they 
were traveling with. 

▪ However, once in a while, the molecules 
of the medium light pass through, absorb 
or give energy to photons that strike 
them.  

▪ The light particles then bounce with 
decreased or increased energy, and thus, 
frequency. 

▪ When frequency shifts, so does 
wavelength. 

▪ This means that light refracted from a 
body, like the Mediterranean Sea or an 
iceberg, can appear to be of a different 
colour. 

Raman spectroscopy 
▪ The effect is extremely negligible when 

measured and occurs in very low 
amounts. 

▪ But each medium contains a specific 
molecular scattering signature, related 
to the particular molecule and its 
numbers. 

▪ This gave birth to the field of Raman 
spectroscopy, which has extensive 
applications around the globe, and across 
fields.  

▪ It can help in determining chemical 
bonding structures, characterise 
materials, determine temperature, find 
out crystalline orientation, identify 
pharmaceutical chemicals, discover 
counterfeit drugs, identify pigments in old 
paintings and historical documents, and 
detect explosives using lasers from a 
distance. 

About C.V.Raman 
▪ C.V. Raman (or Sir Chandrasekhara 

Venkata Raman) was born on November 
7, 1888, Trichinopoly, Tamilnadu. 

▪ His work was influential in the growth of 
science in India.  

▪ He received the Nobel Prize for Physics 
in 1930, for his discovery which was 
eventually named as the Raman effect or 
Raman scattering. 

▪ It was the first Nobel in Physics for a non-
white person, and for an Indian scientist. 

▪ He died on November 21, 1970, 
Bangalore. 

National Science Day 
▪ India celebrates National Science Day on 

28 February every year since 1986 in 
honour of physicist C.V. Raman’s 
discovery of the Raman Effect, which gave 
Asia its first Nobel in the Sciences in 
1930. 

▪ Every year, the day is celebrated with 
different themes to raise awareness about 



For free learning, visit www.officerspulse.com 
 

the importance of science in everyday 
life.  

▪ This year’s theme is ‘Women in Science’. 
Why in News? 
▪ Scientists at the Mumbai-based Tata 

Memorial Centre have turned to Raman 
Spectroscopy to detect RNA viruses 
present in saliva samples. 

▪ The tool can only identify RNA viruses 
and not identify the specific one, it can be 
used only for screening.   

 

2) Ban on Chinese Apps 
GS 3: Cyber security 

Why in News? 
o The Indian government on June 29 

banned 59 apps of Chinese origin citing 
data security and national sovereignty 
concerns. 

News in Detail 
▪ The step was taken in the wake of the 

face-off with Chinese forces on the India-
China border in Ladakh, and a violent 
clash on June 15 that left 20 Indian 
soldiers dead. 

▪ These include popular ones such as 
TikTok, SHAREIt, UC Browser, 
CamScanner, Helo, Weibo, WeChat and 
Club Factory. 

▪ However,the government did not name 
China openly in its action against the 
apps. 

Why were the Chinese apps banned? 
▪ The Ministry of Electronics and 

Information Technology in a press 
release asserted that it had received 
“many complaints from various sources, 
including several reports about misuse of 
some mobile apps available on Android 
and iOS platforms for stealing and 
surreptitiously transmitting users’ data in 
an unauthorised manner to servers which 
have locations outside India”. 

▪ The government also said that several 
citizens had reportedly raised concerns in 
representations to the Indian Computer 
Emergency Response Team (CERT-In) 
regarding security of data and loss of 
privacy in using these apps.  

▪ In addition, the Ministry said it had also 
received “exhaustive recommendations” 

from the Home Ministry’s Indian Cyber 
Crime Coordination Centre. 

Legal provisions to ban apps 
▪ The Ministry said it had decided to block 

the 59 apps to safeguard the 
“sovereignty and integrity of India”, 
invoking powers under Section 69A of 
the Information Technology (IT) Act 
read with the relevant provisions of the 
Information Technology (Procedure 
and Safeguards for Blocking of Access 
of Information by Public) Rules 2009. 

▪ There are two options available to the 
government under Section 69A of the IT 
Act to issue ban orders — normal and 
emergency.  

▪ It appears that the government may have 
adopted the emergency route.  

▪ The emergency route allows content to be 
blocked on the directions of the Secretary, 
Department of IT, who must consider the 
impugned content and record his reasons 
for doing so.  

▪ In the normal course, an order to block 
content requires: (a) a decision to be 
made by a government committee (b) 
relevant intermediaries to be given an 
opportunity to be heard by this 
committee. 

▪ These processes are not required when 
emergency provisions are used.  

▪ However, in the case of emergencies, the 
order of the Secretary, Department of IT, 
must be placed before the government 
committee within 48 hours.  

▪ Based on the recommendations of this 
committee, the order can then be finalised 
or vacated. 

What has China’s response been to the 
ban? 

▪ China has said that it suspects India’s 
actions could be in violation of the 
World Trade Organization (WTO) 
rules.  

▪ China has also accused India that the ban 
goes against the general trend of 
international trade and e-commerce, and 
is not conducive to consumer interests 
and the market competition in India.” 

▪ The Chinese government’s comments 
indicate that it could file a formal 
complaint at the WTO. 

About CERT-In 
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▪ CERT-In is a functional organisation of the 
Ministry of Electronics and Information 
Technology, Government of India, with 
the objective of securing Indian cyber 
space.  

▪ CERT-In provides Incident Prevention 
and Response services as well as Security 
Quality Management Services. 

3) Star Formation and Evolution 
GS 3: Awareness in the fields of Science and 

Technology 

Life Cycle of a Star 

▪ Stars are formed in clouds of gas and dust, 
known as nebulae.  

▪ Nuclear reactions at the centre (or core) 
of stars provide enough energy to make 
them shine brightly for many years.  

▪ The exact lifetime of a star depends very 
much on its size.  

▪ Very large, massive stars burn their fuel 
much faster than smaller stars and may 
only last a few hundred thousand years.  

▪ Smaller stars, however, will last for 
several billion years, because they burn 
their fuel much more slowly. 

Death of stars 

▪ Eventually, however, the hydrogen fuel 
that powers the nuclear reactions within 
stars will begin to run out, and they will 
enter the final phases of their lifetime.  

▪ Over time, they will expand, cool and 
change colour to become red giants. The 
path they follow beyond that depends on 
the mass of the star. 

▪ Small stars, like the Sun, will pass 
through a planetary nebula phase to 
become a white dwarf, which eventually 
cools down over time and stops glowing 
to become a so-called "black dwarf".  

▪ Massive stars, on the other hand, will 
experience a most energetic and violent 
end, which will see their remains 
scattered about the cosmos in an 
enormous explosion, called a 
supernova.  

▪ Once the dust clears, the only thing 
remaining will be a very dense star 
known as a neutron star, these can often 

be rapidly spinning and are known as 
pulsars.  

▪ If the star which explodes is especially 
large, it can even form a black hole. 

Why in News? 
▪ A forty-year-old puzzle regarding the 

production of lithium in stars has been 
solved by Indian researchers.  

Unusual lithium rich stars   
▪ Stars, as per known mechanisms of 

evolution, actually destroy lithium as 
they evolve into red giants.  

▪ Planets were known to have more lithium 
than their stars — as is the case with the 
Earth-Sun pair.  

▪ However, leading to a contradiction, some 
stars were found that were lithium-rich.  

New findings 
▪ When stars grow beyond their Red Giant 

stage into what is known as the Red 
Clump stage, they produce lithium in 
what is known as a Helium Flash and this 
is what enriches them with lithium. 
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▪ This is the first study to demonstrate that 
lithium abundance enhancement among 
low mass giant stars is common.  

▪ Until now, it was believed that only about 
1% of giants are lithium rich.  

▪ Secondly, the team has shown that as the 
star evolves beyond the Red Giant stage, 
and before it reaches the Red Clump 
stage, there is a helium flash which 
produces an abundance of lithium.  

 

4) Apache (AH-64E) helicopters 
GS 3: Science and Technology 

About Apache helicopters 
▪ Apache is the most advanced multi-role 

heavy attack helicopter in the world. 
▪ It is being made in the US by Boeing. 
▪ Alongside the capability to shoot fire and 

forget anti-tank guided missiles, rockets 
and other ammunitions, it also has 
modern Electronic Warfare (EW) 
capabilities to provide versatility to 
helicopters in a network-centric aerial 
warfare. 

▪ The helicopter is capable of delivering a 
variety of weapons which include air-to-
ground Hellfire missiles, 70 mm Hydra 
rockets and air-to-air Stinger missiles. 

▪ Apache also carries one 30 mm chain gun, 
and fire control radar, which has a 360° 
coverage. 

▪ These helicopters are day/night, all 
weather capable and have high agility 
and survivability against battle damage. 

 
Apache helicopters India 
▪ India has contracted 22 Apache 

helicopters for Indian Air Force (IAF) 
from Boeing through the Foreign Military 
Sales programme of the U.S. government 
in 2015. 

▪ The government has also cleared the 
acquisition of six additional Apaches for 
the Indian Army which has been 
formally approved by the U.S. 

▪ Apache attack helicopters are being 
purchased to replace the Mi-35 fleet. 

▪ Boeing’s joint venture in Hyderabad, 
Tata Boeing Aerospace Limited, has 
been producing aero-structures for the 
AH-64 Apache helicopter for both the U.S. 
Army and international customers. 

Why in News? 
▪ Boeing recently handed over the last of 

the five AH-64E Apache attack helicopters 
to the Indian Air Force (IAF), completing 
the contract for 22 Apaches. 
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ART & CULTURE 

1) Amarnath Cave Temple 
GS 1: Indian culture 

About Amarnath Temple and Yatra 

 
▪ The holy shrine of Amarnath Ji, or 

Amarnath Temple, is located at an 
elevation of 3,888 meters approx, about 
29 kilometers from Pahalgam, Jammu 
and Kashmir.  

▪ Inside the cave is a Shiva Lingam (a 
phallus shaped formation made of ice), 
considered to be the most holy symbol by 
Hindus all across the globe.  

▪ An underground stream emerges and the 
water freezes to form a tall cone of ice. 

▪ Devotees visit it in large numbers from 
June to August, with the pilgrimage tour 
famously known as Amarnath Yatra, 
which begins from Chandanwari.  

▪ It is considered to be one of the 18 Maha 
Shakti Peethas, or the holiest shrines in 
Hinduism.  

Why in News? 
▪ The J&K administration performed the 

rituals to kickstart the annual Amarnath 
pilgrimage, where only 500 pilgrims will 
be allowed to trek to the holy shrine from 
central Kashmir’s Baltal area. 

▪ Due to the pandemic, the pilgrimage is 
likely to be held from July 23 to August 3 
only from the Baltal track and not the 
traditional route of Pahalgam in south 
Kashmir.  

2) Zardozi embroidery 
GS 1: Art Forms 

About 

▪ Zardozi embroidery is beautiful metal 
embroidery, which involves making 
elaborate designs, using gold and silver 
threads. 

▪ Sometimes they are studded with pearls 
and precious stones. 

▪ They are once used to embellish the attire 
of the Kings and the royals in India.  

▪ However, today, craftsmen make use of a 
combination of copper wire, with a 
golden or silver polish, and a silk 
thread.  

▪ This is because there is hardly any 
availability of gold/silver on such a large 
scale as before.  

 
History of Zardozi Embroidery in India 
▪ The word 'Zardozi' is made up of two 

Persian terms, Zar meaning gold and Dozi 
meaning embroidery.  

▪ A Persian embroidery form, Zardosi 
attained its summit in the 17th century, 
under the patronage of Mughal 
Emperor Akbar.  

▪ Under the rule of Aurangzeb, the royal 
patronage stopped and this led to the 
decline of the craft.  

▪ However, the style of metal embroidery 
has been  in existence in India from the 
time of the Rig Veda.  

▪ There are numerous instances 
mentioning the use of zari embroidery 
as ornamentation on the attire of gods. 

Main Centers of Zardozi Embroidery 
▪ Zardosi embroidery work is mainly a 

specialty of Lucknow, Bhopal, Hyderabad, 
Delhi, Agra, Kashmir, Mumbai, Ajmer and 
Chennai. 
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Why in News? 
▪ The zardozi craftpersons of Bhopal suffer 

economic hardships due to loss of 
business over lockdown and also 
disruptions in supply of raw materials 

like artificial beads and gemstones from 
China. 
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HEALTH 

1) Herd Immunity 
What is herd immunity? 
▪ Herd immunity is the indirect protection 

from a contagious infectious disease 
that happens when a population is 
immune either through vaccination or 
immunity developed through previous 
infection. 

▪ This means that even people who aren’t 
vaccinated, or in whom the vaccine 
doesn’t trigger immunity, are protected 
because people around them who are 
immune can act as buffers between them 
and an infected person. 

▪ Once herd immunity has been established 
for a while, and the ability of the disease 
to spread is hindered, the disease can 
eventually be eliminated.  

▪ This is how the world eradicated 
smallpox, for example. 

What are the challenges in creating herd 
immunity? 

▪ The more infectious a disease, the greater 
the population immunity needed to 
ensure herd immunity.  

▪ Example: measles is highly contagious 
and one person with measles can infect 
up to 18 other people. This means that 
around 95% of people need to be immune 
in order for the wider group to have herd 
immunity. 

▪ Natural herd immunity – achieved 
through infection rather than vaccination 
– can be challenging to induce through 
unchecked infection as there would be a 
very high rate of serious illness and death, 
with health systems overwhelmed well 
beyond their surge capacity, even in high-
income countries. 

▪ This is why herd immunity is generally 
pursued through vaccination 
programmes. 

▪ Even when vaccines are available, it is not 
always possible to achieve herd immunity 
for very long.  

▪ Some viruses, such as seasonal flu, mutate 
frequently, evading the body’s immune 
response.  

▪  So immunity doesn’t always last 
forever. 

Herd immunity for SARS-CoV-2 
▪ The new coronavirus has a lower 

infection rate than measles, with each 
infected person passing it on to two or 
three new people, on average.  

▪ This means that herd immunity should be 
achieved when around 60% of the 
population becomes immune to COVID-
19. 

Why in the news? 
▪ A new study published in The Lancet has 

concluded that herd immunity against 
Covid-19 is difficult to achieve based on 
estimates of seroprevalence for the entire 
Spanish population. 

About the study: 
▪ It is a large-scale seroepidemiological 

study, and concluded that just five per 
cent of the Spanish population has 
developed antibodies in response to 
SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes Covid-
19, which implies that an estimated 95 
per cent continues to be susceptible to the 
virus. 

Implications of the study: 
▪ While a seroprevalence study largely 

provides information only about previous 
exposure to the virus, this study 
strengthens the line of argument that 
in the absence of treatment or a 
vaccine against Covid-19, achieving 
herd immunity at this stage is not 
possible. 

▪ Herd immunity is difficult to achieve 
without accepting the collateral damage 
of many deaths in the susceptible 
population and overburdening of health 
systems. 

▪ Any proposed approach to achieve herd 
immunity through natural infection is not 
only highly unethical but also 
unachievable.  

▪ Beyond Spain, the study sends signals to 
other countries: that even in countries 
that have reported high prevalence of 
Covid-19, to make them cautious about 
easing of restrictions. 
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PIB ANAYSIS 
 

1) Accredited Social Health 
Activist  

About : 
▪ Accredited Social Health Activist (ASHA) 

is a trained female community health 
activist. Selected from the community 
itself and accountable to it, the ASHA will 
be trained to work as an interface 
between the community and the public 
health system. 

Eligibility criteria for ASHAs: 
▪ ASHA must primarily be a woman 

resident of the village married/ 
widowed/ divorced, preferably in the age 
group of 25 to 45 years. 

▪ She should be a literate woman with due 
preference in selection to those who are 
qualified up to 10 standard wherever they 
are interested and available in good 
numbers. However, it may be relaxed 
under some exceptions. 

▪ ASHA should have effective 
communication skills with language 
fluency of the area/population she is 
expected to cover leadership qualities and 
be able to reach out to the community. 

Functions of ASHA: 
▪ ASHA will be the first port of call for any 

health related demands of deprived 
sections of the population, especially 
women and children, who find it difficult 
to access health services. 

▪ ASHA will be a health activist in the 
community who will create awareness 
on health and its social determinants 
and mobilise the community towards 
local health planning and increased 
utilisation and accountability of the 
existing health services. 

▪ She would be a promoter of good health 
practices and will also provide a 
minimum package of curative care as 
appropriate and feasible for that level and 
make timely referrals. 

▪ ASHA will provide information to the 
community on determinants of health 
such as nutrition, basic sanitation & 
hygienic practices, healthy living and 

working conditions, information on 
existing health services and the need for 
timely utilisation of health & family 
welfare services. 

▪ She will counsel women on birth 
preparedness, importance of safe 
delivery, breast-feeding and 
complementary feeding, immunization, 
contraception and prevention of common 
infections including Reproductive Tract 
Infection/Sexually Transmitted Infections 
(RTIs/STIs) and care of the young child. 

▪ ASHA will mobilise the community and 
facilitate them in accessing health and 
health related services available at the 
Anganwadi/sub-centre/primary health 
centers, such as immunisation, AnteNatal 
Check-up (ANC), Post Natal Check-up 
supplementary nutrition, sanitation and 
other services being provided by the 
government. 

Why in News? 
▪ The government praised ASHAs for giving 

their selfless commitment to people in the 
long fight against COVID-19. 

2) NHAI to Rank Roads for Quality 
Service 

About NHAI: 
▪ National Highways Authority of India 

(NHAI) was constituted by an Act of 
Parliament in 1988 under the 
administrative control of the Ministry of 
Road Transport and Highways. The 
authority became operational in 1995. 

▪ NHAI has been set up as a Central 
Authority to develop, maintain and 
manage the National Highways entrusted 
to it by the Government of India. 

Why in News? 
▪ The National Highways Authority of India, 

to improve the quality of roads, has 
decided to undertake performance 
assessment and ranking of the highways 
in the country. 

Assessment Parameters 
▪ They are based on different international 

practices and studies for benchmarking 
highway performances in the Indian 
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context and have been broadly 
categorised in three main heads: 

1. Highway efficiency (45%) 
2. Highway safety (35%) 
3. User services (20%) 
▪ Additionally, important parameters like 

operating speed, access control, time 
taken at toll plaza, road signages, road 
markings, accident rate, incident response 
time, crash barriers, illumination, 
availability of Advanced Traffic 
Management System (ATMS), 
functionality of structures, provision for 
grade-separated intersections, 
cleanliness, plantation, wayside amenities 
and customer satisfaction will also be 
considered while conducting the 
assessment. 

What is the benefit? 
▪ The score obtained by each Corridor in 

each of the parameters will provide 
feedback and corrective recourse for 
higher standards of operation, better 
safety and user experience to improve 
existing highways. 

▪ This will also help in identifying and 
filling gaps of design, standards, practices, 
guidelines and contract agreements for 
other NHAI projects. 

3) Syama Prasad Mookerjee 
About Syama Prasad Mookerjee 
▪ Born in 1901, Syama Prasad Mookerjee 

was a prominent Indian politician, 
barrister and academician and served as 
the Minister for Industry and Supply in 
former Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru’s 
Cabinet. 

Role and Contributions:  
▪ Mookerjee made a significant 

contribution to the fields of education, 
politics, society and culture.  

▪ He became a member of the Bengal 
Legislative Council in 1929 and was the 
youngest Vice-Chancellor of the 
University of Calcutta from 1934 to 1938.  

▪ He became the finance minister of the 
Province of Bengal and was subsequently 
elected the national president of the All 
India Hindu Mahasabha, the Mahabodhi 
Society and the Royal Asiatic Society and 
he was also a member of the Constituent 
Assembly. 

▪ He got the opportunity to serve the 
country as a minister in the first cabinet 
of independent India. 

▪ On the issue of the 1949 Delhi Pact with 
Pakistani Prime Minister, he resigned 
from the Cabinet in 1950. 

▪ He founded the Bharatiya Jana Sangh 
(Indian People’s Union) on October 21, 
1951, at Delhi and became its first 
President. 

▪ He supported the satyagraha of the Praja 
Parishad, which aimed to make J&K an 
integral part of India and he raised a 
strong slogan: “Two flags in one country, 
two legislations in one country, two heads 
in one country, unacceptable, 
unacceptable”. 

Why in the News? 
▪ The Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid 

tributes to Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee 
on his birth anniversary. 

4) Namami Gange Programme 
GS 3 - Environmental Pollution and 

Degradation 
About: 
▪ Namami Gange Programme is an 

Integrated Conservation Mission, 
approved as a ‘Flagship Programme’ by 
the Union Government in 2014 to 
accomplish the twin objectives of  

1) Effective abatement of pollution and  
2) Conservation and rejuvenation of 

National River Ganga. 
▪ It is being operated under the 

Department of Water Resources, River 
Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, 
Ministry of Jal Shakti. 

▪ The program is being implemented by the 
National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG), 
and its state counterpart organizations 
i.e., State Program Management Groups 
(SPMGs).The main pillars of the 
programme are: 

1) Sewerage Treatment Infrastructure  
2) Industrial Effluent Monitoring. 
3) River-Front Development  
4) River-Surface Cleaning 
5) Biodiversity 
6) Afforestation 
7) Public Awareness 
Why in News? 
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▪ The World Bank has approved a five-
year loan to the Namami Gange project 
worth ₹3,000 crore ($400 million) to 
develop and improve infrastructure 
projects to abate pollution in the river 
basin.  

News in Detail: 
▪ The Namami Ganga or the National 

Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) has 
already received ₹4,535 crore ($600 
million) from the World Bank valid until 
December 2021 as part of the first phase 
of the National Ganga River Basin project.  

▪ About WHO 
▪ The World Health Organization is a 

specialized agency of the United 
Nations (UN) established in 1948 to 
further international cooperation for 
improved public health conditions.  

▪ It is headquartered in Geneva, 
Switzerland. 

▪ Working with 194 Member States 
(including India), its stated goal is to 
ensure "the highest attainable level of 
health for all people". 

▪ The loan would fund three new ‘Hybrid 
Annuity Projects’ (the government bears 
40% of the project cost and the remaining 
amount is arranged by the developer) in 
Agra, Meerut and Saharanpur, Uttar 
Pradesh for the tributaries of the Ganga. 

▪ Some of the projects include spillover 
projects from the first phase of the 
mission as well cleaning projects in 
tributaries such as the Yamuna and Kali 
rivers. 

National Ganga Council 
▪ The National Ganga Council (NGC) is an 

authority created in October 2016 under 
the River Ganga (Rejuvenation, Protection 
and Management) Authorities Order, 
2016, dissolving the National Ganga River 
Basin Authority. 

Composition: 
▪ The Prime Minister is the ex-officio 

Chairperson for the NGC 
▪ Union Minister for Water Resources, 

River Development and Ganga 
Rejuvenation will be the ex-officio Vice-
Chairperson. 

▪ The other ex-officio members of the 
council include ministries and CMs of the 
corresponding states . 

Function: 
▪ The chief function of the Council is the 

implementation of the National 
Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) and 
the Namami Gange programme of the 
government.  

▪ This includes preventing pollution in the 
Ganga River Basin, and rejuvenating the 
Basin by various activities such as 
improving the vegetation, ensuring 
continuity of water flow, restoring and 
maintaining the surface flow and also 
groundwater, conserving the aquatic and 
riparian biodiversity of the region, and 
cleaning up the area. 

 

5) Agriculture Infrastructure 
Fund 

GS Paper 3 - Agricultural Marketing, 
Infrastructure 

About Agriculture Infrastructure Fund: 
▪ Agriculture Infrastructure Fund  aims to 

provide a medium – long term debt 
financing facility for investment in viable 
projects for post-harvest management 
Infrastructure and community farming 
assets through interest subvention and 
financial support. 

▪ Under the scheme, Rs. 1 Lakh Crore will 
be provided by banks and financial 
institutions as loans to Primary 
Agricultural Credit Societies (PACS), 
Marketing Cooperative Societies, Farmer 
Producers Organizations (FPOs), Self Help 
Group (SHG), Farmers etc and others. 

▪ All loans under this financing facility will 
have interest subvention of 3% per 
annum up to a limit of Rs. 2 crore. This 
subvention will be available for a 
maximum period of seven years. 

▪ The moratorium for repayment under this 
financing facility may vary subject to a 
minimum of 6 months and maximum of 2 
years. 

Management of AIF 
▪ Agri Infra fund will be managed and 

monitored through an online 
Management Information System (MIS) 
platform. 

▪ The National, State and District level 
Monitoring Committees will be set up to 
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ensure real-time monitoring and effective 
feedback. 

▪ The duration of the Scheme shall be from 
FY2020 to FY2029 (10 years). 

Benefits of the scheme 
▪ The Project by way of facilitating formal 

credit to farm and farm processing-based 
activities is expected to create numerous 
job opportunities in rural areas. 

▪ It will enable all the qualified entities to 
apply for loan under the fund.  

▪ The online platform will also provide 
benefits such as transparency of interest 
rates offered by multiple banks, scheme 
details including interest subvention and 
credit guarantee offered, minimum 
documentation, faster approval process . 

Why in News? 
▪ The Union Cabinet has given its approval 

to a new pan India Central Sector 
Scheme-Agriculture Infrastructure 
Fund.  

 

6) Central Pollution Control 
Board (CPCB) 

GS Paper 3-Environmental Pollution and 
Degradation 

About: 
▪ CPCB is a statutory organisation which 

was constituted in 1974 under the Water 
(Prevention and Control of Pollution) 
Act, 1974. 

▪ It is under the Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change. 

▪ It was entrusted with the powers and 
functions under the Air (Prevention and 
Control of Pollution) Act, 1981. 

▪ It serves as a field formation and also 
provides technical services to the 
Ministry of Environment and Forests of 
the provisions of the Environment 
(Protection) Act, 1986. 

▪ Principal functions of the CPCB, as given 
out in the Water (Prevention and Control 
of Pollution) Act, 1974 and the Air 
(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 
1981 are 

o  to promote cleanliness of streams and 
wells in different areas of the States by 
prevention, control and abatement of 
water pollution, and 

o  to improve the quality of air and to 
prevent, control or abate air pollution in 
the country. 

Why in News? 
▪ Union Ministry of Jal Shakti requested the 

Central Pollution Control Board to 
strengthen the pollution monitoring 
system in Ganga and its major tributaries . 

 

7) PM-KUSUM Scheme 
About: 
▪ The Pradhan Mantri Kisan Urja Suraksha 

evem Utthan Mahabhiyan (PM KUSUM) 
Scheme was launched in 2019 for 
installation of solar pumps and grid 
connected solar and other renewable 
power plants in the country.  

▪ It was launched by the Ministry of New 
and Renewable Energy. 

▪ Under the Kusum scheme farmers, 
panchayat, co-operative societies can 
apply to plant a solar pump. The total cost 
involved in this scheme is divided into 
three categories in which the Government 
will help farmers. 

▪ Government will provide a subsidy of 
60% to farmers and 30% of the cost will 
be given by Government in the form of 
loans. Farmers will only have to give 10% 
of the total cost of the project. The 
electricity generated from the solar panel 
can be sold by the farmers. 

▪ The Scheme consists of three 
components: 

o Component A: 10,000 MW of 
Decentralized Ground Mounted Grid 
Connected Renewable Power Plants of 
individual plant size up to 2 MW. 

o Component B: Installation of 17.50 lakh 
standalone Solar Powered Agriculture 
Pumps of individual pump capacity up to 
7.5 HP. 

o Component C: Solarisation of 10 Lakh 
Grid-connected Agriculture Pumps of 
individual pump capacity up to 7.5 HP. 

Benefits of the Scheme:  
▪ The Scheme will have substantial 

environmental impact in terms of savings 
of CO2 emissions. All three components of 
the Scheme combined together are likely 
to result in saving about 27 million tonnes 
of CO2 emission per annum.   
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▪ Further, Component-B of the Scheme on 
standalone solar pumps may result in 
saving of 1.2 billion liters of diesel per 
annum and associated savings in the 
foreign exchange due to reduction of 
import of crude oil.   

▪ The scheme has direct employment 
potential. Besides increasing self-
employment the proposal is likely to 
generate employment opportunities 
equivalent to 6.31 lakh job years for 
skilled and unskilled workers. 

Why in News? 
▪ The Ministry of New & Renewable Energy 

issued a fresh advisory against fraudulent 
websites claiming registration under PM-
KUSUM Scheme. 

8) ASEEM digital platform 
What’s in the news? 
▪ Ministry of Skill Development and 

Entrepreneurship (MSDE) launched ‘Atma 
Nirbhar Skilled Employee Employer 
Mapping (ASEEM)’ portal to help skilled 

people find sustainable livelihood 
opportunities.  

▪ Apart from recruiting a skilled workforce, 
the Artificial Intelligence-based 
platform has been envisioned  

o to strengthen their career pathways by 
handholding them through their journeys 
to attain industry-relevant skills and  

o to explore emerging job opportunities 
which will help migrant labour, who has 
been severely impacted by the socio-
economic fallout of the COVID pandemic. 

Benefits: 
▪ ASEEM will be used as a match-making 

engine to map skilled workers with the 
jobs available. 

▪ Through ASEEM, employers, agencies and 
job aggregators looking for skilled 
workforce in specific sectors will also 
have the required details at their 
fingertips.  

▪ It will also enable policymakers to take a 
more objective view of various sectors. 
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News in Depth
AIR NEWS 

1) Jal Jeevan Mission 
About Jal Jeevan Mission 
▪ The chief objective of the Mission is to 

provide Functional Household Tap 
Connection (FHTC) to every rural 
household by 2024 and thereby 
ensuring potable water supply in 
adequate quantity i.e. @ 55 lpcd (Litres 
per capita per day) of prescribed quality 
on a long-term and regular basis. 

▪ This Mission is under the Department of 
Drinking Water and Sanitation, 
Ministry of Jal Shakti. 

▪ The mission will focus on integrated 
demand and supply side management of 
water at the local level, including creation 
of local infrastructure for source 
sustainability like rainwater harvesting, 
groundwater recharge and management 
of household wastewater for reuse in 
agriculture. 

▪ The fund sharing pattern is 90:10 for 
Himalayan and North-Eastern States; 
50:50 for other States and 100% for UTs. 

 
Why in News? 

▪ Union Minister for Jal Shakti Gajendra 
Singh Shekhawat reviewed the 
implementation of Jal Jeevan Mission in 
the Union Territory of Jammu and 
Kashmir. 

 
Spotlight news analysis: 

2) PM’s call for Agricultural 
innovation and start-ups : 

▪ Recently, the Indian Council for 
Agricultural research (ICAR) has 
developed a Geo-referenced organic map 
of India and has identified around 88 bio-
control agents as well as 22 bio-pesticides 
in order to promote organic agriculture. 

How will these bio-control agents help in 
promoting organic farming ? 

▪ The identification of bio- control agents in 
due respect its specific location will be 
able to reflect the potentiality of the 
Agricultural sector. 

▪ Through these bio- control agents there is 
a possibility to detect the influence of 
certain viruses and bacteria who are 
beneficial to the agricultural. 

▪ Eg: Rhizobium bacteria help in enhancing 
the fertility of the soil by nitrogen fixation. 

▪ Certain bacteria are also useful in 
decomposing the farm waste which can 
be utilised further. 

▪ The GOI has a goal to remove the use of 
chemical fertilizers completely by 2025 in 
order to attain a better quality of food and 
it can be achieved via an alternate route 
of organic farming with the use of bio- 
products. 

▪ Hence, solutions are in front of us but 
there are certain areas where we need to 
work upon for the better gains from 
organic farming. 
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How can ICT help the agricultural and 
allied sector?  

▪ In today's era, the use of technology in 
every field is essential for maintaining the 
global standard. 

▪ The use of ICT in the agricultural sector 
has been very useful especially for 
providing various information, advisories 
to the farmers who are living in remote 
areas via krishi vigyan Kendra or through 
PM- KISAN portal. 

▪ Under the PM-KISAN portal, all the 
krishi vigyan kendras are linked as 
well as more than 5,00,000 farmers are 
registered through which a holistic 
advisory can be given to all the 
farmers. 

▪ Eg: soil fertility, plantations, fertilizer 
dosage etc. 

▪ In order to cover a wide spectrum in 
agriculture, there is a need to create a 
database of farmers which can provide a 
real time assessment through the use of 
technology especially space technology as 
well as field level scientists. 

▪ Thus, the cost of production goes down 
as specified information is provided to 
farmers through mobile phones or any 
other device. 

▪ Even there is a proposed idea of 
developing a pan India level app in 
which all the villages have to be mapped 
as well as farmers are registered in order 
to create a more defensive network. 

▪ It may create a 2 way communication as 
all the agricultural institutions as well as 
720 krishi vigyan Kendra will be linked. 

▪ Hence, the ICT has played a vital role in 
shaping the agricultural sector in 
today's era. 

How will natural farming and agroecology 
can accelerate the inclusive economic 
growth for India? 

▪ The government is trying to promote 
organic farming via PM Kisan 
paramparagat Yojana under which 
farmers are supported financially also. 

▪ There are various initiatives by state 
governments like telangana who are 
trying to shift towards natural farming. 

▪ Eg: zero budget natural farming (ZBNF). 

▪ There are various research groups which 
are evaluating the externalities of natural 
farming because it should be beneficial to 
farmers as well as the country. 

▪ Thus, the practice of natural farming has 
to be evolved in such a way under which 
production as well as income should be 
high and the main focus should lie on 
its sustainability for the farmers. 

Way Forward: 
▪ The recent Covid-19 pandemic has 

created a need for organic farming and 
agro-ecology because it may help us to be 
safe from virus mutation to some extent. 

▪ The use of chemical fertilizers should 
be cut-shorted without compromising 
the level of productivity which should be 
sustainable also. 

▪ Organic farming is more sustainable in 
dry lands rather than in Indo-gangetic 
plains for which necessary steps have to 
be taken to create a sustainable 
ecosystem. 

▪ Thus, organic farming and agroecology 
can pave the way for better and 
sustainable agriculture which inturn 
will help India to maintain its standard at 
the global level. 

3) India China issue in the wake of 
disengagement at the Galwan 
Valley: 

▪ Recently, the talks between the 
representatives of India & China have 
reflected the move to de-escalate the 
situation in Galwan valley which shows a 
sign of relief. 

▪ There has been some sort of political 
understanding between both the 
countries to maintain its relationship in 
the current phase. 

Is it a genuine step by China to de-escalate 
the situation? 

▪ The incident happened at Galwan valley 
was the breach of trust and India was at 
the spearhead position. 

▪ It is considered a great move in the 
current scenario in order to maintain a 
global perspective but India still has to 
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be cautious in the security dimension 
particularly at the border areas. 

▪ India has to do a real time assessment at 
the ground level in order to verify the 
Chinese move of de-escalating the 
situation for which a proper regime needs 
to be developed to maintain the distances 
demarcated by negotiations by both the 
countries. 

Is the aggressive nature of China the 
desperate attempt to boost its image at 
Global level? 

▪ In the recent scenario, China feels 
pressure from the surrounding regions 
especially from the west pacific, South 
China Sea as well as from Eurasian front. 

▪ For China, India is at the frontline and this 
was the reason why India faced such an 
incident. 

▪ Recently, China also started criticizing 
Russians for the Vladivostok because it 
used to be Chinese territory earlier. 

▪ Thus, Chinese has created a huge blunder 
because in the recent scenario it is 
pressurised from all the sides.   

▪ As far as disengagement is concerned, this 
step can be tactical as well as strategic 
so India needs to be like a watch dog 
and as a result it should not go for 
reducing patrolling at the borders. 

Can the rising nature of India be a reason 
for Chinese insecurity? 

▪ According to some experts, the Chinese 
philosophy is concerned with the Middle 
kingdom formula which depicts China 
as a central power and surrounding 
region as its satellites with no rivals. 

▪ In its philosophy, there is no equality for 
the role of other civilisations at the global 
level and such philosophy is now 
recognized by the whole world and which 
in turn has poked China’s insecurity. 

▪ Thus, the tension between India and 
China is at the physiological and 
theoretical level which needs to be 
resolved because China should 
understand that India’s geo-culture 
footprint is all along the south East 
Asia and its needs to be recognised. 

How important is the support of the U.S. for 
India and how it may impact China? 

▪ The relationship between the U.S and 
India is on the equal plain both at 
fundamental as well as philosophical 
level. 

▪ India is well-positioned at this point of 
time because it has support from the U.S. 
as well as Russia and both the countries 
are superpowers by which China can be 
restrained. 

▪ Thus, the role of the U.S is exceptional 
for India because it is clear on its stand of 
supporting India. 

Conclusion: 

▪ Though India is well stationed with the 
support of surrounding countries, it 
should have its own strategy and regime 
in order to restrain China and verifying 
the current de-escalating situation goes in 
the proper path for both the countries. 

▪ Hence, the age of expansion is over and 
the age of development has started.  
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THE HINDU EDITORIALS 

1) Re-enfranchise the forgotten 
voter 

Context: 

▪ “We... do not have government by the 
majority. We have a government by the 
majority who participate.”  

                            - Thomas Jefferson  

Mandate of Election Commission of India 
(ECI): 

▪ Ensuring that every Indian who is eligible 
to vote can do so must be a central 
mission for the ECI.  

Current Scenario: 
▪ India currently has over 91.05 crore 

registered voters and in the 2019 general 
election, a record 67.4%, i.e 61.36 crore 
voters, cast their vote. 

▪ One-third, a substantial 29.68 crore, did 
not cast their vote.  

▪ National Election Study surveys have 
shown that about 10% of registered 
voters refrain from voting due to a lack of 
interest in politics. 

Who needs attention now?  
▪ Non Resident Indians 
▪ Only about one lakh NRIs have registered 

to vote, presumably because voting 
requires their physical presence in India 
and of them, about 25,000 voted in the 
2019 elections.  

▪ To enable NRIs to exercise their franchise, 
the government brought in legislation in 
the previous Lok Sabha to enable voting 
through authorised proxies. However it 
lapsed. 

Senior Citizens 

▪ Senior citizens face difficulties in casting 
their vote though they have enough zeal 
and interest to cast.  

▪ Disabled citizens and those above 80 
years were allowed by the ECI to cast 
their vote by postal ballot keeping in mind 
the difficulties they face.  

▪ In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Election Commission of India has 
made it possible for senior citizens above 
the age of 65 to vote by postal ballot, 
given that they are at greater risk from 
exposure to the novel coronavirus.  

▪ However, postal ballots may not minimise 
the risk of infection and it may be better 
instead to provide separate voting booths 
for senior citizens. 

Internal migrants 

▪ Internal migrant workers constitute 
about 13.9 crore as in the Economic 
Survey of 2017, that is nearly a third of 
India’s labour force. But they become 
quasi-disenfranchised, forgotten voters 
because they cannot afford to return 
home on election day to choose their 
representatives.  

Who are they? 
▪ Migrants travel across India in search of an 

economic livelihood, in the construction 
sector, as domestic work, in brick kilns, 
mines, transportation, security, 
agriculture, etc.  

▪ Many never intend to settle down and wish 
to return to their native villages and towns 
once their work is completed or the 
working season ends.  

▪ They often toil in exploitative low-wage 
jobs, lacking identity and proper living 
conditions, without access to welfare and 
unable to exercise their voting rights.  

▪ Internal migrant workers do not enrol as 
voters in their place of employment since 
they find proof of residence hard to 
provide.  

▪ Many are seasonal migrants who would 
rather vote in their villages if they could 
afford to return home.  

Current state of migrants 
▪ The novel coronavirus and the 

subsequent national lockdown brought to 
centre stage the magnitude of internal 
migration and hardships that migrant 
workers endure in their quest for 
livelihoods.  

▪ The stark indignity that many of them 
endured on their long march home 
suggests that they are perceived as being 
politically powerless. 

▪ Since they do not have a vote where they 
work, their concerns are easy to ignore in 
their host State.  

Way forward: 
▪ Well-thought-out initiatives that facilitate 

voting and remove obstacles to voters 
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exercising their franchise must be 
welcomed.  

▪ There must be the political will to usher 
in a ‘One Nation One Voter ID’ to ensure 
ballot portability. 

Models before us 
▪ Does our system enable any form of voter 

portability that can serve as a model for 
re-enfranchising migrant workers?  

▪ Yes. Service voters (government 
employees) posted away from home can 
vote through the Electronically 
Transmitted Postal Ballot System 
(ETPBS).  

▪ Classified service voters (e.g., military 
personnel) can do so through their 
proxies.  

▪ The ECI has said that it is testing an 
Aadhaar-linked voter-ID based solution to 
enable electors to cast their votes digitally 
from anywhere in the country.  

▪ To facilitate voting by migrant workers, 
the ECI could undertake substantial 
outreach measures using the network of 
District Collectorates.  

▪ Migrants should be able to physically vote 
in their city of work based on the address 
on their existing voter IDs and duration of 
their temporary stay.  

▪ In an age where banking transactions 
have gone online seamlessly, it is 
technologically feasible to record and 
transfer votes to their respective 
constituencies without compromising on 
the credibility of the election process. 

Conclusion: 
▪ Voting must be viewed not just as a civic 

duty but as a civic right.  
▪ For this to happen, the political will must 

be demonstrated to usher in ‘One Nation 
One Voter ID’ to ensure native ballot 
portability and empower the forgotten 
migrant voter.  

▪ Ensuring that every Indian voter can 
participate in elections is imperative to 
ensure a democratically inclusive India. 

2) Rolling back the induced 
livelihood shock 

Context: 
▪ India’s less-privileged workforce during 

the lockdown has highlighted the massive 
scale of falling incomes and loss of means 

of livelihood. Specific policy measures can 
reverse the lockdown-created trauma and 
stop it from snowballing into chronic 
poverty. 

Issues with poverty before pandemic 
▪ India’s poverty line has been a matter of 

contention for long for its unrealistically 
low thresholds leading to conservative 
poverty numbers.  

▪ Irregular updating of official poverty lines 
and unavailability of data on consumption 
expenditure from National Sample 
Surveys in recent years have added to the 
ambiguity around poverty estimation in 
India.  

Likely extent of poverty in India 
▪ According to the household consumption 

expenditure reported in the Periodic 
Labour Force Survey (PLFS), 2017-18 
(which replaces the employment-
unemployment surveys of the National 
Sample Survey Office) and applying State-
specific poverty lines (used by the 
erstwhile Planning Commission in 2011 
based on the Tendulkar Committee 
recommendations, adjusted with current 
price indices), about 42% or around 56 
crore people were ‘officially’ poor before 
the lockdown was announced.  

A poverty deepening due to pandemic 
▪ People who were already poor suffer a 

further worsening in their quality of life, a 
phenomenon known as poverty 
deepening.  

▪ PLFS data estimates that for the year 
2020, an additional 40 crore people were 
pushed below the poverty line due to the 
lockdown.  

▪ Around 12 crore of this lockdown-
induced newly poor are in urban areas 
and another 28 crore people in rural 
areas.  

What should be done to reduce poverty? 
Expand NREGA 
▪ The demand for work is anticipated to 

increase by 25% with reverse migration-
fuelled increase in rural labour supply. 

▪ A token increase of National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Act (NREGA) 
wage by ₹20 (₹182 to ₹202), a revamped, 
expanded NREGA needs to be made the 
fulcrum of the rural recharge.  

▪ The revamped scheme would require 
providing 90 million workers guaranteed 
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employment of 20 days of work/month 
for at least the next six months. This 
means an additional financial stimulus of 
₹1.6-lakh crore. 

Universalisation of PDS 
▪ Recent experience of expanding food 

coupons to non-ration card holders in 
Delhi suggests that such measures are 
likely to exclude marginalised 
communities. 

▪ Thus Universalisation of the Public 
Distribution System needs better focus in 
implementation. 

▪ At the local level, this would mean 
identification of the most vulnerable and 
including them into the programme 
before expanding it to the relatively 
better-off.  

Stabilising urban economy 
▪ The magnitude of the destabilisation in 

the urban economy due to reverse 
migration induced by pandemic, 
necessitates an urban employment 
guarantee programme to stabilise the 
urban economy.  

▪ A ‘direct’ employment programme 
implemented through municipal 
corporations could be introduced to 
guarantee 20 days of work. 

▪ This can be used to develop key social 
infrastructure in urban areas including 
slum development, drinking water supply, 
toilet construction, parks and common 
areas, urban afforestation and social 
forestry. 

▪ The wages could be fixed with a 30% 
premium over prevalent MNREGA 
benchmark average wage in the State. 

▪ An ‘indirect’ branch of this programme 
can be used to encourage a revival of 
small and medium enterprises (SMEs) in 
the most prominent clusters.  

Labour class so far: 
▪ The neo-liberal growth that we have 

experienced since the 1990s has been 
largely through breaking the back of the 
labouring class.  

▪ The economy grew by paying less and less 
to workers and allowing surplus to 
accumulate in the hands of the owners of 
the means of production, with the 
expectation that this would be 
reinvested.  

▪ The state worked systematically to let this 
model flourish.  

▪ A series of policies made the labouring 
class increasingly vulnerable, 

▪ weakening their collective bargaining 
power,  

▪ pushing them away from their native 
towns out of desperation,  

▪ forcing them to accept any wage that is 
offered to them,  

▪ making them live in conditions which take 
away their sense of dignity, and  

▪ curtailing any social security benefit that 
could help them survive in times of 
difficulties.  

Conclusion: 
▪ If the course of economic progress is not 

altered and development programmes 
reoriented the implications could be 
severe with increasing hunger-related 
deaths and destitution, leading to social 
unrest and crime. 

3) Need for new plan before the 
next health crisis 

▪ In the time of COVID-19, stalking the 
efforts of government and private sector 
to revive the economy, poses two dangers 
to people’s health  

▪ air pollution and greenhouse gases 
▪ a weak public health system. 
Air pollution and health disaster 
▪ There is an association between pollution 

levels in cities and COVID-19 infections 
and death rates. 

▪ Cities with high air pollution 
concentration have seen high deaths and 
infections per thousand people.  

▪ Eg. Newyork, Northern Province of Italy, 
Delhi, Maharashtra and Tamilandu. 

▪ The avoided number of early deaths from 
dirty air quality is estimated to have 
exceeded the number of those who have 
died from COVID-19 in countries like 
Europe and China. 

▪ Globally some 9 million premature deaths 
a year are associated with air pollutants, 
such as fine particulate matter, known as 
PM 2.5.  

▪ GHGs like carbon dioxide, cause global 
warming and damage health. 
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▪ Link between global warming and the 
emergence of diseases is becoming 
evident nowadays. 

▪ Mosquito-borne diseases in India have 
been connected to global warming 
through both increased rainfall and heat 
waves.  

Air Pollution status in India 
▪ 14 of the world’s 20 most polluted cities 

are in India.  
▪ Ranked as the world’s fifth most 

vulnerable country to climate change. 
Public health care system and health 

disaster: 
▪ States standing out with good healthcare 

systems seem to have low mortality rates 
in case of COVID-19. Eg.  Kerala and Tamil 
Nadu. 

Way forward: 
▪ To reduce air pollution and related risks: 
▪ India must pay attention to scientists’ 

warnings tying health disasters to air 
pollution as well as greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions causing global warming. 

▪ India must respond to alerts on 
communicable diseases linked to GHGs.  

▪ Spending on reducing air pollution and 
GHGs provides estimated health benefits 
of 1.4 to 2.5 times more than the cost of 
the actions.  

▪ Delhi, set to overtake Tokyo as the most 
populous city by 2030, needs to deal with 
transport, responsible for two-fifth of the 
PM 2.5 in the skies.  

▪ Reforms should encourage public 
transportation in place of the 10 million 
vehicles, expand electric vehicles, and 
provide inter-connectivity between the 
metro and buses. 

▪ To strengthen Public health care system 
▪ Government spending on health which is 

just 1.6% of GDP, that is low for a lower 
middle-income country must be 
increased. 

▪ Most countries, including India, fail the 
test of readiness for health disasters, 
according to the 2019 Global Health 
Security Index which necessitates to 
strengthen the public health care system. 

Conclusion: 
▪ Scientific warnings do not indicate the 

time and place of calamities but do call for 
confronting air pollution and global 
warming and strengthening health 

systems before the occurrence of the next 
health emergency. 

4) Caring for ecology amidst a 
pandemic 

About Environment Impact Assessment 
▪ The United Nations hosted its first 

Conference on the Human Environment in 
Stockholm, 1972 which resulted in the 
Stockholm Declaration of 1972. 

▪ The declaration emphasizes to lessen air, 
land, and water pollution and human 
impact on the environment.  

▪ India enacted laws to control water 
(1974) and air (1981) pollution soon 
after. 

▪ India legislated an umbrella act for 
environmental protection in 1986 only 
after the Bhopal gas leak disaster in 1984. 

▪ India notified Environment Impact 
Assessment (EIA) Norms in 1994 under 
Environmental Protection Act, 1986. 

▪ Environment Impact Assessment or EIA 
can be defined as the study to predict the 
effect of a proposed activity/project on 
the environment. 

▪ Every development project has been 
required to go through the EIA process for 
obtaining prior environmental clearance. 

EIA Process 
▪ Screening: Determines whether the 

proposed project requires an EIA  
▪ Scoping: This stage identifies the key 

issues and impacts that should be further 
investigated. 

▪ Impact analysis: This stage of EIA 
identifies and predicts the likely 
environmental and social impact of the 
proposed project and evaluates the 
significance. 

▪ Mitigation: This step in EIA recommends 
the actions to reduce and avoid the 
potential adverse environmental 
consequences of development activities. 

▪ Reporting: This stage presents the result 
of EIA in a form of a report to the 
decision-making body and other 
interested parties.  

▪ Review of EIA: It examines the adequacy 
and effectiveness of the EIA report and 
provides the information necessary for 
decision-making. 
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▪ Decision-making: It decides whether the 
project is rejected, approved or needs 
further change. 

▪ Post monitoring: This stage comes into 
play once the project is commissioned. It 
checks to ensure that the impacts of the 
project do not exceed the legal standards 
and implementation of the mitigation 
measures are in the manner as described 
in the EIA report.  

Shortcomings of EIA Process 
▪ Several projects with significant 

environmental impacts are exempted 
citing lesser investments conditions. 

▪  Team formed for conducting EIA studies 
is lacking the expertise 

▪  Public comments are not considered at an 
early stage 

▪  Lack of Quality and Credibility of EIA 

▪  Strong political and bureaucratic 
stronghold on the EIA process 

Modification: 
▪ The 1994 EIA notification was replaced 

with a modified draft in 2006 by reducing 
the number of stages in EIA.  

▪ Now the government redrafted it again to 
make the process more transparent and 
expedient. 

What is the issue now? 
▪ Projects in critical forest habitats are 

being considered or have been given 
clearance by the Environment Ministry at 
the cost of ecology. 

News in detail: 
▪ Through the lockdown, expert bodies of 

the Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change (MoEFCC) have 
considered, and in many cases cleared, 
multiple industrial, mining and 
infrastructure proposals in critical 
wildlife habitats, and life and livelihood-
sustaining forests. These include the  

▪ Etalin Hydropower Project in the 
biodiversity-rich Dibang valley of 
Arunachal Pradesh;  

▪ a coal mine in Assam’s Dehing Patkai 
Elephant Reserve;  

▪ diamond mining in the Panna forested 
belt;  

▪ a coal mine to be operated by Adani 
Enterprises with a coal-fired power plant 
in Odisha’s Talabira forests;  

▪ a limestone mine in the Gir National Park; 
and  

▪ a geo-technical investigation in the 
Sharavathi Lion-Tailed Macaque 
Sanctuary in Karnataka.  

Criticism of Draft Environmental Impact 
Assessment 

Undermining Public participation 
▪ No meaningful public consultation can 

take place amidst a pandemic and 
repeated lockdowns.  

Undermines environmental protection 
▪ As per the draft, starting a project before 

obtaining environmental approvals will 
no longer be a violation, and it can be 
regularised post-facto.  

Large exemption Category 
▪ Instead of strengthening the EIA process, 

the notification proposes to exempt a 
wider range of projects from hearings, 
including those which authorities can 
arbitrarily designate as ‘strategic’.  

▪ The draft even allows for a class of 
projects to secure clearance without 
putting out any information in the public 
domain. 

Lack of focus on monitoring 
▪ The draft notification says nothing on 

improving monitoring, and compliance 
with clearance conditions and safeguards. 

▪ For instance, a horrific gas leak in 
Visakhapatnam, and a blowout of an oil 
well in Baghjan incalculable damage was 
caused to human and non-human lives by 
violating environmental laws. 

More focus on economy than environment 
▪ Safeguarding the environment and front-

line communities seems nowhere on the 
government’s agenda whose priorities are 
unleashing coal,  green clearances for 
“seamless economic growth”. 

Consequences of the draft EIA would be: 
▪ Further environmental degradation.  
▪ Environmental destruction and 

development-induced displacement. 
▪ Further endanger habitats and lives 
▪ Intensify our vulnerability to infectious 

diseases and related socio-economic 
shocks. 

▪ Effects overwhelmingly borne by Adivasi 
and other marginalised groups 

Why has the 21st century seen multiple 
epidemics? 

▪ The 21st century has seen multiple lethal 
epidemics, of which two were serious 
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enough for the World Health Organization 
to designate as pandemics.  

▪ There has been accelerating destruction 
of wild habitats, forests and diversified 
food systems for urbanisation, mining, 
and industry which means pathogens 
which were once largely confined to 
animals and plants in the wild are now 
better positioned to infect humans.  

▪ The expansion of monoculture cropping 
and livestock farming systems, coupled 
with dense human settlements dependent 
on narrow diets of global commodity 
crops and meat, are eliminating the 
biodiversity and distance barriers that 
lent resilience to the human species. 

Conclusion: 
▪ This march to unsustainability should be 

addressed, If not we will remain 
vulnerable to pandemic outbreaks.  

5) Expanding nuclear arsenal of 
China 

Context: 
▪ Despite domestic and external challenges, 

there is growing evidence that China 
continues to expand its nuclear arsenal. 

Expanding against 
▪ China is pursuing a planned 

modernisation of its nuclear arsenal to  
counter the multi-layered missile defence 
capabilities of the United States.  

▪ It is arming its missiles with Multiple 
Independently Targetable Re-entry 
Vehicles (MIRVs) capabilities to 
neutralise America’s missile shield.  

▪ China’s DF-31As, which are road mobile 
Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles 
(ICBMs), are equipped with MIRVs and 
potent penetration aids. 

Expansion of nuclear arms 
▪ China’s ballistic missile tests in 2019 were 

the highest among the designated Nuclear 
Weapon States (NWS). 

▪ The Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute (SIPRI) observes that 
China’s nuclear arsenal has risen from 
290 warheads in 2019 to 320 warheads in 
2020. 

▪ The Chinese state mouthpiece, Global 
Times, has recently called for a 1,000-
warhead nuclear arsenal, underlining the 

motivation of China to match U.S. and 
Russian nuclear force levels. 

▪ China’s expansion is cause for concern 
because even as the U.S. and Russia are 
attempting to reduce the size of their 
respective arsenals, China is on an 
expansionist mode. 

Challenges for India due to Chinese nuclear 
expansion: 

▪ The Indian nuclear arsenal, according to 
the SIPRI, stands at roughly 150 nuclear 
warheads which is half that of China’s. 

▪ China’s nuclear modernisation and 
diversified nuclear capabilities are likely 
to do for conventional military escalation 
along the China-India boundary.  

▪ The conventional military balance 
between Indian and Chinese forces along 
the Line of Actual Control (LAC) presents 
significant challenges for Indian decision-
makers.  

▪ The Chinese nuclear arsenal could serve 
as an instrument of coercion under which 
China could press ahead with a limited 
aims war. 

▪ China is believed to base a part of its 
nuclear arsenal in inland territories such 
as in the Far-Western Xinjiang Region, 
which is close to Aksai Chin.  

▪ China’s land-based missiles are primarily 
road mobile and could play a key role in 
any larger conventional offensive the 
People's Liberation Army (PLA) might 
mount against Indian forces along the 
LAC. 

▪ Korla in Xinjiang is believed to host DF-26 
IRBMs (can be armed with either a 
conventional or nuclear warhead ) with a 
range of 4,000 kilometres, which can 
potentially strike targets across most of 
India 

Way forward: 
▪ Conventional escalation between Chinese 

and Indian forces along the LAC must 
factor the role of nuclear weapons and 
their impact on military operations 
executed by the Indian Army and the 
Indian Air Force.  

▪ India’s Strategic Forces Command (SFC) 
needs to be on a heightened state of alert 
to ward off Chinese nuclear threats and 
brinkmanship as well as geared to 
support India’s conventional forces.  
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▪ India should start seriously assessing its 
extant nuclear doctrine and redouble 
efforts to get a robust triadic capability 
for deterrence.  

6) Criminalisation in Politics- An 
ever present silent crisis 

Context: 
▪ A February 2020 Supreme Court 

judgment on criminalisation in politics 
may have far-reaching consequences for 

Indian democracy which will first be 
implemented in the coming Bihar 
elections in October 2020.  

Significance: 
▪ The political party and its leadership 

would for the first time have to publicly 
own up to criminalisation of politics 
which they had been denying all these 
years.  

About February 2020 SC judgement 

▪ The judgement ordered political parties 
to publish the entire criminal history of 
their candidates for Assembly and Lok 
Sabha elections along with the reasons 
that goaded them to field suspected 
criminals over decent people. 

▪ The information should be published in a 
local as well as a national newspaper as 
well as the parties’ social media handles.  

▪ It should mandatorily be published either 
within 48 hours of the selection of 
candidates or less than two weeks before 
the first date for filing of nominations, 
whichever is earlier. 

▪ The published information on the 
criminal antecedents of a candidate 
should be detailed and include the nature 
of their offences, charges framed against 
him, the court concerned, case number, 
etc. 

▪ A political party should explain to the 
public through their published material 
how the “qualifications or achievements 
or merit” of a candidate, charged with a 
crime, impressed it enough to cast aside 
the smear of his criminal background. 

▪ A party would have to give reasons to the 
voter that it was not the candidate’s 
“mere winnability at the polls” which 
guided its decision to give him ticket to 
contest elections. 

▪  If a political party fails to comply, it 
would be  in contempt of the Court’s 
orders/directions. 

Why did the Court pass such an order?  
▪ The judgment notes that “In 2004, 24% of 

the Members of Parliament had criminal 
cases pending against them; in 2009, that 
went up to 30%; in 2014 to 34%; and in 
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2019 as many as 43% of MPs had criminal 
cases pending against them.”  

Issues associated with the judgement 
▪ Several laws and court judgments have 

not helped much due to lack of 
enforcement of laws and judgments.  

▪ It is also not clear what penalty would be 
imposed if the recent orders are not 
followed.  

Way forward: 
▪ Monitoring the affidavits of candidates, 

working with the Election Commission to 
ensure that information is promptly 
available on their websites, and widely 
circulating this information to voters 
using all the social media tools available is 
necessary. 

▪  It also includes monitoring compliance 
with the Supreme Court judgment to see if 
details of tainted candidates are promptly 
put up on their websites, and on their 
social media handles, along with proper 
reasons for giving them tickets.  

▪ Voters also need to be vigilant about 
misuse of money, gifts and other 
inducements during elections.  

7) None gains: On US withdrawal 
from WHO 

Context: 
▪ On July 6, when the number of novel 

coronavirus cases and deaths in the U.S. 
reached over 2.8 million and nearly 0.13 
million, respectively, the U.S. officially 
notified the United Nations of its intention 
to withdraw membership from the World 
Health Organization.  

Background of the decision: 
▪ WHO was accused of being “China-

centric” on multiple occasions by the US 
and it officially demanded that the WHO 
make “major substantive improvements” 
in 30 days while charging that the global 
body lacked “independence” from China, 
was slow to respond to the threat, and 
had “repeatedly made inaccurate or 
misleading claims” about the virus. 

▪ President Donald Trump announced on 
May 29 his decision to halt funding and 
pull out of the global health body.  

About the decision: 
▪ Since the decision has apparently been 

taken without the approval of Congress, 

and as the withdrawal will become 
effective only on July 6 next year, there is 
a possibility that Congress or courts might 
reverse the withdrawal.  

▪ The decision to withdraw from WHO will 
have dire consequences for global public 
health.  

Shortcomings in the WHO 
▪ The pandemic has clearly brought forth 

several shortcomings and weaknesses in 
the global health body.  

▪ For instance, the 2005 revision of the 
International Health Regulations made it 
mandatory for countries to notify the 
WHO of all events that may constitute an 
international public health emergency 
and to “respond to requests for 
verification of information regarding such 
events”.  

▪ Yet, the WHO has limited power to ensure 
compliance by member States, including 
limitations in independently verifying 
member states’ official reports.  

Consequences of such a decision: 
▪ The departure of the U.S. will be a 

significant blow to the WHO in terms of 
loss of technical expertise and, according 
to Mr. Trump, an annual funding of about 
$450 million. 

▪ It will lose a seat at the table to determine 
the virus strain to be used for developing 
influenza vaccines and have no access to 
new influenza virus samples for research.  

▪ With no more U.S. scientists embedded in 
the WHO in key roles, including outbreak 
response teams, it will lose out on health 
intelligence that will compromise the 
country’s response to international 
disease outbreaks.  

Conclusion: 
▪ The U.S. stands to lose by withdrawing 

from the WHO; it will forego health 
intelligence 

▪ In the end, none gains from a further 
weakened WHO. 

8) Why does India need a fiscal 
council? 

What is a Fiscal council? 
▪ Fiscal councils are independent public 

institutions aimed at strengthening 
commitments to sustainable public 
finances through various functions, 
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including public assessments of fiscal 
plans and performance, and the 
evaluation or provision of macroeconomic 
and budgetary forecasts. 

Mandate of fiscal council: 
▪ As per FRBM Review Committee model, 

the fiscal council’s mandate will include, 
▪ making multi-year fiscal projections,  
▪ preparing fiscal sustainability analysis,  
▪ providing an independent assessment of 

the Central government’s fiscal 
performance and compliance with fiscal 
rules,  

▪ recommending suitable changes to fiscal 
strategy to ensure consistency of the 
annual financial statement and  

▪ taking steps to improve quality of fiscal 
data, producing an annual fiscal strategy 
report which will be released publicly. 

▪ A fiscal council, at its core, is a permanent 
agency with a mandate to independently 
assess the government’s fiscal plans and 
projections against parameters of 
macroeconomic sustainability, and put 
out its findings in the public domain.  

▪ The expectation is that such an open 
scrutiny will keep the government on the 
straight and narrow path of fiscal virtue 
and hold it to account for any default. 

▪ According to the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), about 50 countries around 
the world have established fiscal councils 
with varying degrees of success. 

Why do we need a fiscal council now? 
▪ We do have a chronic problem of fiscal 

irresponsibility. 
▪ An IMF working paper published last year 

showed that the presence of an 
independent fiscal council tends to boost 
accuracy of fiscal projections even as it 
helps countries stick to fiscal rules better. 

▪ The government should spend more to 
stimulate the COVID-19 induced falling 
economy by borrowing without 
jeopardising medium term growth 
prospects for which an institution like 
fiscal council is necessary. 

Expert Committee recommendations on 
fiscal council 

▪ In 2017, the N.K. Singh committee on the 
review of fiscal rules set up by the finance 
ministry suggested the creation of an 
independent fiscal council that would 
provide forecasts and advise the 

government on whether conditions exist 
for deviation from the mandated fiscal 
rules. 

▪ In 2018, the D.K. Srivastava committee on 
fiscal statistics established by the National 
Statistical Commission (NSC) also 
suggested the establishment of a fiscal 
council that could coordinate with all 
levels of government to provide 
harmonized fiscal statistics across 
governmental levels and provide an 
annual assessment of overall public sector 
borrowing requirements. 

▪ These recommendations follow similar 
recommendations from the 13th and 14th 
finance commissions, which also 
advocated the establishment of 
independent fiscal agencies to review the 
government’s adherence to fiscal rules, 
and to provide independent assessments 
of budget proposals. 

Arguments against fiscal council: 
Lack of demand for accountability 
▪ The FRBM which was enshrined into law 

in 2003 enjoins the government to 
conform to pre-set fiscal targets, and in 
the event of failure to do so, to explain the 
reasons for deviation.  

▪ The government is also required to 
submit to Parliament a ‘Fiscal Policy 
Strategy Statement’ (FPSS) to 
demonstrate the credibility of its fiscal 
stance.  

▪ Yet, an in-depth discussion in Parliament 
on the government’s fiscal stance and 
submission of FPSS rarely occurred.  

▪ The problem clearly is lack of demand for 
accountability, for which we need an 
elaborate permanent body with an 
extensive mandate for supply of 
accountability remains questionable. 

▪ Adds more noise than to signal 
▪ The fiscal council will give 

macroeconomic forecasts which the 
Finance Ministry is expected to use for the 
budget, and if the Ministry decides to 
differ from those estimates, it is required 
to explain why it has differed.  

▪ Forcing the Finance Ministry to use 
someone else’s estimates will dilute its 
accountability.  

Undermined role of CAG 
▪ An institutional mechanism by way of the 

Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) 
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audit can help check government from 
gaming the fiscal rules through creative 
accounting. 

▪ This means that there lies no need to 
create a separate institution to carry out 
this function. 

Way forward: 
▪ Despite arguments against creation of a 

fiscal council, a fiscal council will indeed 
add value definitely. Then the way 
forward is to start small and scale it up if 
it proves to be a positive experience. The 
author suggests the following low cost 
and reversible start-up. 

▪ A week before the scheduled budget 
presentation, let the CAG, a constitutional 
authority, appoint a three-member 
committee for a five-week duration with a 
limited mandate of scrutinising the 
budget after it is presented to Parliament 
for its fiscal stance and the integrity of the 
numbers, and give out a public report.  

▪ The CAG’s office will provide the 
secretarial and logistic support to the 
committee from within its resources. 

▪  The Finance Ministry, the RBI, the CSO 
and the Niti Aayog will each depute an 
officer to serve in the secretariat.  

▪ The committee will be wound up after 
submitting its report leaving no scope for 
any mission creep. 

9) In the name of cooperative 
federalism 

Context: 
▪ The states are urging the centre to work 

in the spirit of cooperative federalism. 
Why so? 
▪ There is a huge gap between what the 

14th Finance Commission promised to the 
States and what they have received.  

▪ According to a study by the Centre for 
Policy Research, there is a ₹6.84 lakh 
crore gap between what the 14th Finance 
Commission promised to States and what 
they have received.  

Widening gaps 
Delayed payments 
▪ The 14th Finance Commission promised 

that it would devolve more finances to the 
States from the divisible tax pool i.e. 42 
percent. In reality, tax devolution to 

States has been consistently below 14th 
Finance Commission projections. 

▪ Economic slowdown, caused primarily by 
a shortfall in GST collections is the 
primary reason. 

▪ The Centre owed States about ₹35,000 
crore as GST compensation for December 
2019 and January 2020, which was only 
paid in June 2020 after a delay of more 
than five months. 

Series of cesses 
▪ The Centre has imposed a series of cesses, 

which are not part of the divisible pool 
and not shared with the States. 

▪ Despite this, the Centre’s fiscal deficit 
exceeds the consolidated State deficit by 
14%. 

Lack of centre’s support 
▪ According to a State Bank of India report, 

the collective loss to GSDP due to the 
pandemic is ₹30.3 lakh crore or 13.5% of 
GSDP.  

▪ States are being required to spend more 
to help common citizens and save 
livelihoods while the Centre is providing 
almost negligible support.  

For example, 
▪ To cope up with the devastating effects 

caused by Cyclone Amphan, the worst 
cyclone in Bengali memory,  the 
government in Kolkata immediately 
released ₹6,250 crore however the Centre 
has offered just ₹1,000 crore. 

Directives to cut down expenditure 
▪ Following the pandemic, the Ministry of 

Finance has asked all Union Ministries to 
cut expenditure. The immediate impact is 
being felt by States, and grants-in-aid are 
drying up because of which crucial rural 
development programmes have come to a 
standstill. 

▪ For example,  
▪ The Union Rural Development Ministry is 

supposed to transfer Rs. 4,900 crore to 
West Bengal in 2020-21 for projects to be 
undertaken by panchayati raj institutions 
which has not happened till now 
hampering the projects. 

FRBM provisions 
▪ As per provisions of the Fiscal 

Responsibility and Budget Management 
(FRBM) Act, the Gross State Domestic 
Product (GSDP) can actually 
accommodate a fiscal deficit of 3%.  
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▪ It is difficult for the state government to 
contain within limit at this crucial time 
with negligible support from the centre. 

▪ The FRBM has an “escape clause” that 
allows for a one-time relaxation of the 
fiscal deficit threshold upto 0.5% in a time 
of exigency.  

▪ The escape clause has been utilised by the 
Centre but it has proven woefully 
insufficient in addressing the current 
crisis. 

▪ Conditions to raise fiscal deficit limit 
▪ In theory, the Centre has raised the fiscal 

deficit limit for States, under the FRBM, 
from 3% to 5%. But only 0.5% of this rise 
is unconditional.  

▪ The remaining 1.5% is dependent on 
fulfilling certain unrealistic and 
impractical measures  including 
privatisation of power distribution and 
enhancing revenues of urban local bodies. 

Way forward: 
▪ The rigidity of the FRBM has to be 

revisited.  
▪ It should allow for greater flexibility and 

consultation as to when and how the 
“escape clause” can be applied.  

▪ Upholding the spirit of cooperative 
federalism can help states to withstand 
difficult times such as COVID-19. 
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INDIAN EXPRESS EXPLAINED 

1) COVID’s Kawasaki Symptoms  
▪ Kawasaki Disease 

▪ A condition that causes inflammation in 
the walls of some blood vessels in the 
body. It was first reported in 1961, in 
Japan. 

▪ It's most common in infants and young 
children. 

▪ Early stages include a rash and fever. 
Symptoms include high fever and peeling 
skin. In late stages, there may be 
inflammation of medium-sized blood 
vessels (vasculitis). It also affects lymph 
nodes, skin and mucous membranes, such 
as inside the mouth which is known as 
Strawberry tongue. 

▪ The cause of this disease is unknown, but 
is known that it is an immunological 
reaction to certain infections.   

How is it related to COVID-19? 

▪ Around the world, children with Covid-19 
infection are showing some symptoms of 
Kawasaki disease, 2-3 weeks after getting 
infected with coronavirus.  

▪ Rashes and inflammation are the 
symptoms shown by the children. Other 
symptoms are not shown. 

▪ In some instances, these symptoms are 
also being shown in Covid negative 
children.  

▪ This has been found in the US, Europe 
since April 2020. In India these types of 
symptoms were seen by doctors since 
June 2020 last week. 

▪ The World Health Organisation (WHO) 
termed this new illness as “Multisystem 
Inflammatory Disorder”. 

▪ The Royal college of Paediatricians and 
Child Health  

What are things unknown about this 
disease? 

▪ Does this happen only to children or even 
adults? 

▪ Cause of the disease. 
▪ Information about its risk factors, 

parthenogenesis, clinical course and 
treatment.  

What are things known about this disease? 
▪ Mostly affected to the people below the 

age 19. 
▪ Inflammation, abdominal pain, diarrhoea 

are common. 
▪ Heart attack and septic shock may 

happen.  

2) Patrolling Points: What do 
these markers on LAC signify? 
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▪ We have been listening to the term 
patrolling point in the news since the 
India-China stand-off. Let us understand 
more about them. 

Line of Actual Control 
▪ The LAC is the border that separates 

Indian-controlled territory from Chinese-
controlled territory.  

▪ India considers the LAC to be 3,488 km 
long, while the Chinese consider it to be 
only around 2,000 km.  

▪ It is divided into three sectors: the 
eastern sector which spans Arunachal 
Pradesh and Sikkim, the middle sector in 
Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh, and 
the western sector in Ladakh. 

What are patrolling points (PPs)? 
▪ They are specific regions and points 

on/near LAC where patrolling happens at  
a stipulated frequency by the security 
forces.  

▪ These locations are essential to make the 
presence felt, which acts as an indicator 
that actual control lies with India. 

▪ By regularly patrolling up to these PPs, 
the Indian side is able to establish and 
assert its physical claim about the LAC. 

▪ Most of them lie on LAC, but not all. Some 
points such as PP10, PP11, PP11A, PP12 
and PP13 in Ladakh lie within the 
territory of India. 

▪ Unlike posts between India and Pakistan, 
these points are not always manned by 
the presence of soldiers. 

Who decides these PPs? 
▪ These points have been identified 

strategically by the high-powered China-
Study Group since 1975. 

▪ But the frequency of patrolling on these 
points is decided by Army headquarters, 
New Delhi.  

Patrolling Points in dispute 
▪ The PPs 10 to 13 in Depsang sector, PP14 

in Galwan, PP15 in Hot Spring, and PP17 
and PP17A in Gogra are currently being 
disputed by both sides, where the 
standoffs have taken place in the past 
nine weeks. 

 

3) China security law and Hong-
Kong 

Hong Kong and China relationship 

▪ Hong Kong, a former British colony, was 
returned to the People's Republic of China 
in 1997 under a policy known as “one 
country, two systems,” which promised 
the territory a high degree of autonomy.  

▪ As a Special Administrative Region 
(SAR), Hong Kong allows freedoms not 
enjoyed in mainland China, including 
freedom to protest and an independent 
judiciary. 

▪ But that autonomy, guaranteed under a 
mini-constitution known as the Basic 
Law, expires in 2047. The joint signed 
declaration does not state what will 
happen in 2047 after that agreement 
officially ends. 

Location 

 
▪ Located on the southeast coast of China, 

Hong Kong's strategic location on the 
Pearl River Delta and South China Sea 
has made it one of the world's most 
thriving and cosmopolitan cities. 

What is China's new national security law? 

▪ Recently, China’s Parliament passed a 
new national security legislation which is 
opposed by many sections in Hong Kong. 
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▪ Under China’s new legislation, crimes of 
secession and sedition will be punishable 
by up to life in prison, stoking concerns of 
a much more authoritarian era in the 
Hong Kong  city which has been racked by 
anti-China protests for the past year. 

▪ The details of the new legislation stated 
that authorities will have the power to 
enter and search places for evidence. 
They can also restrict people under 
investigation from leaving Hong Kong. 

▪ It may also allow for confiscation of the 
proceeds related to any offence 
endangering national security. It will 
require foreign and Taiwan political 
organisations and agents to provide 
information on activities concerning Hong 
Kong. 

▪ The Hong Kong Police are given extensive 
new controls to censor Internet content, 
track people online, and seize electronic 
records.  

▪ They can investigate Internet platforms 
and their data as well as order its 
deletion, and penalties for the companies 
include fines up to nearly $13,000 and six 
months jail time. 

What is the issue? 
▪ According to the new law, the technology 

companies must share their data of Hong 
Kong for censorship. 

▪ The companies like Facebook, Google, 
Apple, Telegram, Zoom, etc. are in a 
dilemma whether to accept the law and 
share the information or else leave Hong 
Kong. 

▪ Experts say tech companies could move 
operations to Taiwan to stay close to 
mainland China, or consider other Asian 
locations. 
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RSTV Big Picture 

1) Making India a Manufacturing 
Hub : 

▪ Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently 
held a virtual interaction with Ministers 
and asked them to put the economy on a 
growth trajectory which can transform 
India into a global manufacturing hub 
especially considering China in today's 
scenario. 

▪ The idea is to promote local brands and 
goods. 

What is the current status of India in terms 
of the manufacturing sector? 

▪ In 2018, as per UN data, China accounts 
for 28% of the global manufacturing 
output and it is the largest manufacturer 
in the world, overtaking the US in all the 
sectors from drugs to electronics. 

▪ As far as India is concerned, in the last 
few years small manufacturers have 
metamorphosed towards becoming small 
traders due to tough labour laws, high 
expenses, etc. and they found China as a 
lucrative to import and market in India. 

▪ India has shown great progress in sectors 
like Automobile, electronics, steel, 
cement, aluminium, 2 wheeler 
manufacturing, etc. but the major focus 
should lie in the MSME sector where there 
is a need of reforms as it captures 
majority of the market in the current 
scenario. 

▪ Even there is a lack of research in the 
MSME sector due to which a large space 
of manufacturing is lost. 

▪ Thus, it can be an opportunity for India to 
reposition itself in the global 
manufacturing hub by giving hand 
holding and flexibility to the MSME sector. 

What needs to be done in order to make 
India a global manufacturing hub? 

▪ Though India has many success stories in 
the specific sector, there is need of policy 
reformation at the first stage which 
may become a weapon for solving various 
issues related to the manufacturing 
sector. 

▪ In the current scenario, Share of 
manufacturing sector towards India’s 
GDP is only about 16-17% which was 

also prevalent in the 1990’s which reflects 
that India is not able to nail its gap since 
the last 30 years and for which there 
needs to be recognition  of our strength 
which lies in labour's productivity skills. 

▪ The labour incentive activities should 
be focussed and can be located in 
clusters near the ports in order to 
reduce the logistic cost. 

▪ Exports should be enhanced in order to 
ensure the sustainability of the 
manufacturing sector. 

▪ The exchange rate needs to be balanced 
in order to boost the exporters and it may 
also help in bringing the foreign 
investments. 

▪ India should go for signing of free trade 
agreements (FTA’s) with various 
countries especially with the European 
Union(EU) which may help for them to 
access the market in India. 

▪ As India has been a great achiever in the 
manufacture of 2-wheelers it can 
replicate the same model to the sectors as 
well. 

▪ As far as industries are concerned, the 
various compliances should be eased 
in order to remove the element of 
mistrust. 

▪ There is a need for the labour reforms by 
getting away slightly from the descriptive 
approach like certain provisions of 
factories act. 

▪ Industries should be given flexibility as 
well as the principle of self certification 
can be implemented with the random 
check. 

▪ Hence, there is a need for credibility and 
consistency in the policy making by 
providing a handhold to the most hitting 
sectors like MSME with the principle of 
trust and verification. 

How to ensure the compatibility of Indian 
products at the Global level? 

▪ The foremost thing to ensure the quality 
of the Indian products is the expansion 
of research and development in the 
field of industrial sector. 

▪ Eg: India spends around 0.7% for 
research and development in industries 
while a small country like Vietnam spends 
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around 2% due to which there is a shift of 
companies from China to Vietnam 
instead of India. 

▪ In order to ensure the quality, our exports 
need to be consistent which inturn will 
provide the competitiveness of our 
product in the global market. 

▪ The exports can be enhanced by the 
collaboration at the diplomatic level, 
ministerial level and independent level 
(eg: including the Industrial chambers 
like FICCI) as well as the state 
governments. 

▪ Though India has already developed 3500 
R&D hubs, there is a need to create an 
academic partnership in order to 
enhance the manufacturing capacity. 

▪ Thus, Research and development 
through academia-industrial 
engagement is the key for India to be a 
manufacturing hub. 

Way Forward: 
▪ The goal can be achieved by focussing on 

labour intensive sectors like agriculture, 
textiles, tourism, mining, leather, etc. and 
by a cluster based approach which can 
help in handling the various expenses 
which in turn can attract more labourers 
who can contribute for India becoming a 
manufacturing hub. 

▪ It can be achieved in a mission mode so 
that every independent consumer is 
responsible towards fulfilling it. 

▪ The exchange rate policy needs to be 
looked upon and R&D has to be 
increased from 0.7% to 1.4%. 

▪ The decisions should be introspective 
instead of being defensive especially for 
the labour reforms as well as MSME 
sector. 

▪ The focus should be on atma nirbhar 
Bharat which is aimed at making India a 
self reliant country which may help us in 
reducing our imports. 

Conclusion: 
▪ India needs to recognise its strength and 

should go for an overdried approach by 
taking all the stakeholders on the boat. 
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