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The Medical Council of India (MCI) is

responsible for regulating medical

education and practice. Over the

years, there have been several issues

with the functioning of the MCI with

respect to its regulatory role,

composition, allegations of corruption,

and lack of accountability.

For example, MCI is an elected body

where its members are elected by

medical practitioners themselves, i.e.,

the regulator is elected by the regulated.

Background
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The Act sets up the National Medical

Commission (NMC) as an umbrella

regulatory body with certain other bodies

under it. The NMC will subsume the MCI
and will regulate medical

education and practice in India.

Under the Act, states will establish their

respective State Medical Councils within three

years. These Councils will have a role similar to

the NMC, at the state level.

The Act repeals the Indian Medical Council

Act, 1956 and dissolves the current MCI.
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Ensuring compliance by the State Medical Councils with the

regulations made under the Act, and

Framing guidelines for determination of fee for up to

50% of the seats in the private medical institutions.

Laying down policies for regulating medical institutions and

medical professionals,

Functions of the NMC include

Assessing the requirements of human resources and

infrastructure in healthcare,
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Of these 25 members, at least 15 (60%) are medical

practitioners.

The Act replaces the MCI with the NMC, whose

members will be nominated. The NMC will

consist of 25 members.

Who will be a part of the NMC?

25 MEMBERS



What are the regulatory bodies being
set up under the NMC?

 The Medical Assessment and Rating Board

  The Ethics and Medical Registration

Board

The Act sets up four autonomous boards
under the supervision of the NMC.

The Under-Graduate Medical Education Board

(UGMEB)

The Post-Graduate Medical Education Board

(PGMEB)

UGMEB

PGMEB



How is the Act changing the eligibility
guidelines for doctors to practice

medicine?

There will be a uniform National Eligibility-
cum-Entrance Test for admission to under-

graduate and postgraduate superspeciality

medical education in all medical institutions.

Further, the Act introduces a common

final year undergraduate examination

called the National Exit Test for
students graduating from medical

institutions to obtain the license for

practice. This test will also serve as the

basis for admission into post-graduate

courses at medical institutions under this

Act.



How does the Act regulate community
health providers?

As of January 2018, the doctor to population ratio in

India was 1:1655 compared to the World

Health Organisation standard of 1:1000.

To fill in the gaps of availability of medical

professionals, the Act provides for the NMC to grant

limited license to certain mid-level practitioners
called community health providers, connected with

the modern medical profession to practice medicine.
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These mid-level medical practitioners may

prescribe specific medicines in primary

and preventive healthcare. However, in

any other cases, these practitioners may

only prescribe medicine under the

supervision of a registered medical

practitioner.

Why in news?

Parliament passed the bill in

August 2019.
PARLIAMENT


