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1. Consider the following statements about the Drugs Controller General 

of India (DCGI).  

1. DCGI heads the Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO). 
2. DCGI is responsible for approval of licenses of specified categories of Drugs 

such as blood and blood products, I. V. Fluids, Vaccine and Sera. 
 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 
B. 2 only 
C. Both 1 and 2  
D. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answer: C 

 

Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is correct: Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI) heads the 
Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO). 

● Statement 2 is correct: DCGI is responsible for approval of licenses of 
specified categories of Drugs such as blood and blood products, I. V. Fluids, 
Vaccine and Sera. 
 

About CDSCO 

● The CDSCO under the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, is the National 
Regulatory Authority (NRA) of India. 

● Under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940, CDSCO is responsible for 
○ approval of Drugs, 
○ conduct of Clinical Trials, 
○ laying down the standards for Drugs, 
○ control over the quality of imported Drugs in the country and 
○ coordination of the activities of State Drug Control Organizations. 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/dcgi-notice-to-glenmark-over-

overpricing-of-drug/article32131994.ece 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/dcgi-notice-to-glenmark-over-overpricing-of-drug/article32131994.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/dcgi-notice-to-glenmark-over-overpricing-of-drug/article32131994.ece
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2. With reference to the geographical indication (GI) tag, consider the 

following statements. 

1. It is conferred on agricultural, natural and manufactured goods. 

2. The registration of GI is valid for 3 years after which it needs to be renewed. 

3. The Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 1999 
is administered by the Competition Commission of India. 
 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 
B. 1 and 3 only 
C. 3 only 
D. 2 and 3 only 

 

Answer: A 

 

Explanation: 

● A geographical indication (GI) is a sign used on products that have a specific 
geographical origin and possess qualities or a reputation that are due to that 
origin. In order to function as a GI, a sign must identify a product as originating 
in a given place.  

● Statement 1 is correct: It is used for agricultural, natural and 
manufactured goods. Darjeeling tea became the first GI tagged product in 
India. 

● Statement 2 is incorrect: The registration of GI is valid for 10 years after 

which it needs to be renewed. 

● In India, GI is given under the Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration 
and Protection) Act, 1999.  

● Statement 3 is incorrect: The Act is administered by the Controller General 
of Patents, Designs & TradeMarks, GI (CGPDTM-India) under the 
Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade, Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry. 

● India enacted its GI legislation to comply with India's obligations under the 
Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) agreement. 

● GI registration gives to the registered proprietor and its authorized users, the 
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legal right to the exclusive use of the GI and also the right to obtain relief in case 
of its infringement. 

● GI is a collective intellectual property right and is thus owned by all the 

producers within the defined GI territory unlike intellectual properties like 

patent and trademark which are owned by an individual or a business entity. 

 

Benefits of registration of geographical indications 

● It confers legal protection to Geographical Indications in India 
● Prevents unauthorised use of a Registered Geographical Indication by others 
● It provides legal protection to Indian Geographical Indications which in turn 

boost exports. 
● It promotes economic prosperity of producers of goods produced in a 

geographical territory. 
 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/basmati-rice-geographical-

indication-tag/ 

 

3. “KURMA” mobile application recently seen in the news is related to? 

A. Direct Benefit Transfer for procurement of food grains by the Food Corporation 
of India.  

B. Generation of awareness about intellectual property and its dissemination 
among a new generation of startups. 

C. Initiative towards conservation of turtles and tortoises. 
D. Promotion of solar rooftop systems and assistance of installations of solar 

rooftop systems. 
 

Answer: C 

 

Explanation: 

● The Mobile Application, KURMA, was launched on 23rd May this year on the 
occasion of World Turtle Day. It aims at conservation of turtles and tortoises. 

● The mobile application has been developed by the Indian Turtle 
Conservation Action Network (ITCAN) in collaboration with the Turtle 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/basmati-rice-geographical-indication-tag/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/basmati-rice-geographical-indication-tag/
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Survival Alliance-India and Wildlife Conservation Society-India. It provides 
users the database to identify a species and also provides the location of the 
nearest rescue centre for turtles across the country. 
 

● Option C is related to L2Pro India IP e-learning Platform. 
● Option D is related to Mobile App ARUN (Atal Rooftop solar User Navigator). 

 

 

http://newsonair.com/News?title=Prakash-Javadekar-hails-KURMA-mobile-

app-towards-conservation-of-Indian-turtles&id=394155 

 

4. With reference to the ‘One Nation, One Ration Card’ system, consider 

the following statements.  

1. Under the system, the beneficiary will be able to buy subsidised foodgrains 
from any Fair Price Shop (FPS) across the country. 

2. Ration card portability is aimed at providing intra-state as well as inter-state 
portability of ration cards. 
 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 
B. 2 only 
C. Both 1 and 2  
D. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answer: C 

 

Explanation: 

 
● Before the ‘One Nation, One Ration Card’ system, a ration cardholder can buy 

food grains only from an FPS that has been assigned to her in the locality in 
which she lives. 

http://newsonair.com/News?title=Prakash-Javadekar-hails-KURMA-mobile-app-towards-conservation-of-Indian-turtles&id=394155
http://newsonair.com/News?title=Prakash-Javadekar-hails-KURMA-mobile-app-towards-conservation-of-Indian-turtles&id=394155
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● Statement 1 is correct: However, under the ‘One Nation, One Ration Card’ 
system, the beneficiary will be able to buy subsidised foodgrains from any Fair 
Price Shop (FPS) across the country. 

● The biggest beneficiaries will be migrant workers who move to other states to 
seek better job opportunities.  
 
How will the system of ration card portability work? 

● Statement 2 is correct: Ration card portability is aimed at providing intra-
state as well as inter-state portability of ration cards. 

● The new system, based on a technological solution, will identify a beneficiary 
through biometric authentication on electronic Point of Sale (ePoS) devices 
installed at the FPSs, and enable that person to purchase the quantity of 
foodgrains to which she is entitled under the NFSA. 

● While the Integrated Management of Public Distribution System (IM-PDS) 
portal (http://www.impds.nic.in/) provides the technological platform for the 
inter-state portability of ration cards, enabling a migrant worker to buy 
foodgrains from any FPS across the country, the other portal 
(annavitran.nic.in) hosts the data of distribution of foodgrains through E-PoS 
devices within a state. 

● Once the ‘one nation one ration card’ system takes effect in a given state, the 
beneficiary family can purchase food grains from different locations. For 
example, a migrant worker staying in a different state can buy his or her share 
of the subsidized food grains from any FPS in the state where they work while 
the remaining family members will be able to buy their quota of the supplies 
back at home.  
 
Since when has the One Nation, One Ration Card System been in the 
works? 

● Work on this ambitious project started about two years back when the 
government launched a scheme called Integrated Management of Public 
Distribution System (IM-PDS) in April 2018 to reform the public distribution 
system in the country. 

● The PDS system was marred with inefficiency leading to leakages in the system. 
To plug the leakages and make the system better, the government started the 
reform process. 
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● For this purpose, it used a technological solution involving the use of Aadhaar 
to identify beneficiaries. Under the scheme, the seeding of ration cards with 
Aadhaar is being done. 

● Simultaneously, PoS machines are being installed at all FPSs across the 
country. Once 100 per cent of Aadhaar seeding and 100 per cent installation of 
PoS devices is achieved, the national portability of ration cards will become a 
reality. 
 

http://ddnews.gov.in/national/one-nation-one-ration-card-scheme-now-

enabled-20-statesuts 

 

 

5. Consider the following pairs: 

         Economic Integration                   Meaning 

1. Free Trade Area    Common external tariffs 
2. Common Market                                          Factors of production are mobile 

among members 
3. Economic Union                 Integration of monetary and fiscal policies 

 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 only 

 

Answer: B 

 

Explanation: 

● Economic integration takes the form of the Preferential Trade Area, Free 
Trade Area, Customs Union, Common Market and Economic Union. 

● A preferential trade area (PTA) is a trading bloc that gives preferential 
access to certain products from the participating countries. This is done by 

http://ddnews.gov.in/national/one-nation-one-ration-card-scheme-now-enabled-20-statesuts
http://ddnews.gov.in/national/one-nation-one-ration-card-scheme-now-enabled-20-statesuts
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reducing tariffs but not by abolishing them completely. A PTA can be 
established through a trade pact. It is the first stage of economic integration.  

● A free trade area is the region encompassing a trade bloc whose member 
countries have signed a free-trade agreement (FTA). Such agreements involve 
cooperation between at least two countries to reduce/abolish trade barriers. 
e.g. SAFTA.  

● A customs union is defined as a type of trade block which is composed of a 
free trade area with no tariffs among members and (zero tariffs among 
members) with a common external tariff. e.g. BENELUX (Belgium, Netherlands 
and Luxembourg). 

● A common market has the same features as a customs union, but, in addition, 
factors of production (labour, capital and technology) are mobile among 
members. Restrictions on immigration and cross-border investment are 
abolished. e.g. European Common Market (ECM).  

● An economic union is the last step in an economic integration process. In 
addition to free movement of goods, services and production factors, it also 
requires integration of economic policies, both monetary and fiscal. Under an 
economic union members harmonized monetary policies, taxation and 
government spending. (e.g. European Economic Union) 
 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/india-

revives-initiative-to-conclude-preferential-trade-agreement-with-s-african-

customs-union/articleshow/77048848.cms 

 

 

 

 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/india-revives-initiative-to-conclude-preferential-trade-agreement-with-s-african-customs-union/articleshow/77048848.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/india-revives-initiative-to-conclude-preferential-trade-agreement-with-s-african-customs-union/articleshow/77048848.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/india-revives-initiative-to-conclude-preferential-trade-agreement-with-s-african-customs-union/articleshow/77048848.cms

