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1. With reference to the United Nations 1267 sanctions committee, 

consider the following statements. 

1. It is also known as ISIL (Da-esh) and Al Qaida sanctions committee. 
2. The committee can impose measures like asset freezes, travel bans and arms 

embargoes against designated individuals and entities. 
3. The committee takes its decisions by a simple majority. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only 
B. 2 and 3 only 
C. 1 and 3 only 
D. 1, 2 and 3 

 

Answer: A 

Explanation 

● Statement 1 is correct: The 1267 sanctions committee of the UN, also known 
as the ISIL (Da-esh) and Al Qaida sanctions committee, oversees sanctions 
measures related to individuals, entities and groups.  

● Statement 2 is correct: The committee can impose measures like asset freezes, 
travel bans and arms embargoes against designated individuals and entities. 

● It is one of the 14 sanctions committees under the UN. Sanctions committees 
comprise all 15 members of the Security Council, and each committee is 
chaired by a non-permanent member on a rotational basis.  

● Statement 3 is incorrect: All these sanctions committees (including the 1267 
sanctions committee) undertake decisions by consensus. This requirement 
effectively gives a veto to all 15 members of the committee. 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/un-blacklists-pakistan-

taliban-leader-noor-wali-mehsud/article32117427.ece 

 

2. Consider the following statements about the International North-

South Transport Corridor (INSTC). 

1. It is an initiative of China, Russia and Iran. 
2. INSTC aims to boost trade between Russia, Iran, Central Asia, India and Europe. 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/un-blacklists-pakistan-taliban-leader-noor-wali-mehsud/article32117427.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/un-blacklists-pakistan-taliban-leader-noor-wali-mehsud/article32117427.ece
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 
B. 2 only 
C. Both 1 and 2  
D. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answer: B 

Explanation: 

● Statement 2 is correct: International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC) 
is a land-and sea-based 7,200-km long network comprising rail, road and water 
routes that are aimed at reducing costs and travel time for freight transport in 
a bid to boost trade between Russia, Iran, Central Asia, India and Europe. 

● Statement 1 is incorrect: Described by some as India’s response to China’s 
Belt and Road Initiative, the INSTC is a joint initiative taken by India, Russia 
and Iran.  

● The ‘Inter-Governmental Agreement on International “North-South” Transport 
Corridor’ was signed by the three countries in St. Petersburg, Russia, in 2000.  

● Since then, 11 more nations have joined the project: Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
Belarus, Bulgaria (observer status), Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Oman, Syria, 
Tajikistan, Turkey, and Ukraine. 

 
 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/iran-ties-need-quiet-

diplomacy/article32118419.ece 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/iran-ties-need-quiet-diplomacy/article32118419.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/iran-ties-need-quiet-diplomacy/article32118419.ece
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3. With reference to the Delimitation Commission of India, consider the 

following statements. 

1. The Delimitation Commission has been constituted only once in the country. 
2. The orders of the commission have the force of law and cannot be called in 

question before any court. 

3. The copies of its orders are laid before the House of the People and the State 

Legislative Assembly concerned, but no modifications are permissible therein 

by them. 

 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 

A. 1 and 3 only 
B. 3 only only 
C. 2 and 3 only 
D. 1, 2 and 3  

 

Answer: C 

 

Explanation: 

● The Delimitation Commission is appointed by the President of India and 
works in collaboration with the Election Commission of India.  

● It is appointed for the purpose of drawing up the boundaries of constituencies 
all over the country. A quota of constituencies to be reserved in each State is 
fixed depending on the proportion of SC or ST in that State.  

● Statement 1 is incorrect: In India, Delimitation Commissions have been 

constituted 4 times – in 1952 under the Delimitation Commission Act, 1952, 

in 1963 under Delimitation Commission Act, 1962, in 1973 under Delimitation 

Act, 1972 and in 2002 under Delimitation Act, 2002.  

● Statement 2 is correct: The Delimitation Commission in India is a high power 

body whose orders have the force of law and cannot be called in question 

before any court.  

● These orders come into force on a date to be specified by the President of 

India on this behalf.  
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● Statement 3 is correct: The copies of its orders are laid before the House of 

the People and the State Legislative Assembly concerned, but no 

modifications are permissible therein by them.  

 

 

What is Delimitation?   
● Delimitation is the act of redrawing boundaries of Lok Sabha and state 

Assembly seats to represent changes in population.  
● The main objective of delimitation is to provide equal representation to 

equal segments of a population. It also aims at a fair division of geographical 
areas so that one political party doesn’t have an advantage over others in an 
election (i.e. to prevent Gerrymandering).  

● Delimitation is carried out by an independent Delimitation Commission.  
 
How is delimitation carried out? 
● Under Article 82, the Parliament enacts a Delimitation Act after every Census.  
● Once the Act is in force, the Delimitation Commission is appointed by the 

President of India which works in collaboration with the Election 
Commission of India.  

● The Delimitation Commission consists of  
o a retired Supreme Court judge,  
o the Chief Election Commissioner and  
o the respective State Election Commissioners.  
● The Commission is supposed to determine the number and boundaries of 

constituencies in a way that the population of all seats, so far as practicable, is 
the same.  

● The Commission is also tasked with identifying seats reserved for Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes; these are where their population is relatively 
large.  

● All this is done on the basis of the latest Census and, in case of difference of 
opinion among members of the Commission, the opinion of the majority 
prevails. 
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Special powers of the Delimitation Commission 
● The orders of the Delimitation Commission have the force of law and cannot 

be called in question before any court as it would hold up an election 
indefinitely. 

● The copies of its orders are laid before the House of the People and the State 
Legislative Assembly concerned, but no modifications are permissible 
therein by them.  

 
How often has delimitation been done in the past? 
● In India, Delimitation Commissions have been constituted 4 times – 1952, 

1963, 1973 and 2002 under the Acts of 1952, 1962, 1972 and 2002. 
● There was no delimitation after the 1981 and 1991 Censuses because the 

union government had suspended delimitation in 1976 until after the 2001 
census so that states' family planning programs would not affect their political 
representation in the Lok Sabha. 

● This freeze on the number of seats in Lok Sabha and Assemblies was 
postponed until 2026 by another amendment. 

● So, the last delimitation exercise was based on the 2001 Census and only 
readjusted boundaries of existing Lok Sabha and Assembly seats and 
reworked the number of reserved seats (without changing the number of 
seats in Lok Sabha and Assemblies). 
 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/delimitation-commission-

northeast-india-election-commission-6510333/ 

 

4. Consider the following statements about the United Nations Economic 

and Social Council (ECOSOC). 

1. It is one of the six principal organs of the United Nations.  
2. It is responsible for the direction and coordination of the economic, social, 

humanitarian, and cultural activities carried out by the UN. 
 

 

 

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/delimitation-commission-northeast-india-election-commission-6510333/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/delimitation-commission-northeast-india-election-commission-6510333/
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 
B. 2 only 
C. Both 1 and 2  
D. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answer: C 

 

Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is correct: The United Nations Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC) is one of the six principal organs of the United Nations.  

● Statement 2 is correct: It is responsible for the direction and coordination of 
the economic, social, humanitarian, and cultural activities carried out by the UN. 

● ECOSOC was established by the UN Charter (1945), which was amended in 
1965 and 1974 to increase the number of members from 18 to 54. ECOSOC 
membership is based on geographic representation. 

● ECOSOC is responsible for promoting higher standards of living, full 
employment, and economic and social progress; identifying solutions to 
international economic, social and health problems; facilitating international 
cultural and educational cooperation; and encouraging universal respect for 
human rights and fundamental freedoms.  
 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/at-un-meet-modi-calls-for-

reformed-multilateralism/article32118114.ece 

 

5. With reference to India’s Foreign Exchange Reserve, consider the 

following. 

1. Foreign currency assets 
2. Gold Stock of RBI 
3. Special Drawing Rights holdings 
4. Reserve tranche 
5. Loans from the World Bank 

 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/at-un-meet-modi-calls-for-reformed-multilateralism/article32118114.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/at-un-meet-modi-calls-for-reformed-multilateralism/article32118114.ece
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Which of the above are components of India’s Foreign Exchange Reserve?  

A. 1 and 2 only 
B. 1, 2 and 4 only 
C. 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 
D. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

 

Answer: C 

 

Explanation: 

● Foreign Exchange Reserve indicates the reserves held by RBI in the form 
foreign currency assets, gold, SDR and reserve tranche. Components of foreign 
exchange reserve: 

1. Foreign Currency Assets- Currencies of foreign countries are held in foreign 
exchange reserves. Apart from currency it also includes foreign currency 
deposit held by RBI with foreign central banks and the Bureau of Indian 
Standards (BIS).  

2. Gold Stock of RBI- The RBI has gold stock as a backup to issue currency and to 
meet unexpected Balance of Payments (BOP) problems. (BOP problem occurs 
when a nation is unable to pay for essential imports or service its external debt 
repayments) 

3. SDR Holdings- Special Drawing Rights (also called “paper gold”) is a reserve 
created by the IMF to help countries that have BOP problems. The member 
countries have to contribute to this account in proportion to their IMF quota. 
The SDR basket consists of five major currencies of the world - the US dollar, 
Euro, British Pound, Chinese Renminbi and Yen (Japan).  

4. Reserve Tranche-The reserve tranche is a portion of the required quota of 
currency that each IMF member country must provide to the IMF. It can be 
accessed by the member country at any time for its own purposes without a 
service fee.  
 

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/india-s-forex-reserves-climb-3-1-bn-

to-record-516-362-bn-11594991113683.html 

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/india-s-forex-reserves-climb-3-1-bn-to-record-516-362-bn-11594991113683.html
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/india-s-forex-reserves-climb-3-1-bn-to-record-516-362-bn-11594991113683.html

