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1.  With reference to the International Solar Alliance (ISA), consider the 

following statements: 

1. ISA is the first treaty based intergovernmental organization 
headquartered in India.  

2. Only countries falling between the Tropics can become members of the 
ISA.  

3. One of the objectives of the ISA is to mobilize investments of USD 100 
billion by 2030. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 
B. 1 and 3 only 
C. 2 and 3 only 
D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: A 

Explanation: 

● International Solar Alliance (ISA) was launched in 2015 by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and former President of France Francois 
Hollande at the 21st session of the United Nations Climate Change 
Conference of the Parties (COP-21) in Paris, France. 

● ISA was conceived as a coalition of solar-resource-rich countries 
(which lie either completely or partly between the Tropic of Cancer and 
the Tropic of Capricorn) to address their special energy needs.  

● The ISA currently boasts a membership of 86 countries globally. 
● As guided by the Framework Agreement of the ISA, the interests and 

objectives of the ISA are as follows: 
○ To collectively address key common challenges to scale up solar 

energy applications in line with their needs; 
○ To mobilize investments of more than USD 1000 billion by 2030; 

Hence, statement 3 is incorrect. 
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○ To take coordinated action through programmes and activities 
launched on a voluntary basis, aimed at better harmonization, 
aggregation of demand, risk and resources, for promoting solar 
finance, solar technologies, innovation, R&D, capacity building etc.; 

○ Reduce the cost of finance to increase investments in solar energy 
in member countries by promoting innovative financial 
mechanisms and mobilizing finance from Institutions; 

○ Scale up applications of solar technologies in member countries, 
and 

○ Facilitate collaborative research and development (R&D) activities 
in solar energy technologies among member countries. 

○ Promote a common cyber platform for networking, cooperation 
and exchange of ideas among member countries; 

● Most of the countries that are part of the ISA are from Asia, Africa, South 
America and the Pacific, are hydrocarbon-deficit with high energy 
demand and are grappling with issues ranging from lack of 
infrastructure, lack of manufacturing capacity and high energy tariffs. 
Therefore, it is increasingly important for these countries to get access to 
renewable energy (RE) at affordable prices. 

● Statement 2 is incorrect: Countries that do not fall between the Tropics 
can also join the ISA and enjoy all benefits as other members, with the 
exception of voting rights. 

● Statement 1 is correct: The Permanent Secretariat of ISA will be located 
in India at Gurugram, the first time that an inter-governmental treaty-
based alliance will have its headquarters in India.  

● The Interim Secretariat of the ISA is located at the National Institute of 
Solar Energy (NISE), Gurugram. 

● The Paris Declaration that established the ISA states that the countries 
share the collective ambition to undertake innovative and concerted 
efforts to reduce the cost of finance and technology for deployment of 
solar generation assets.  

 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/sure-power-the-hindu-

editorial-on-indias-solar-strategy/article32060269.ece 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/sure-power-the-hindu-editorial-on-indias-solar-strategy/article32060269.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/sure-power-the-hindu-editorial-on-indias-solar-strategy/article32060269.ece
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2. Atal Innovation Mission is set up under the 

A. Department of Science and Technology 
B. NITI Aayog 
C. Ministry of Labour and Employment 
D. Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship 

 

Answer: B 

Explanation: 

● The Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) is a flagship initiative set up by the 
NITI Aayog to promote innovation and entrepreneurship across the 
country. 

● AlM's objectives are to create and promote an ecosystem of innovation 
and entrepreneurship across the country at schools, universities, 
research institutions, MSME and industry levels. 

● To promote creative, innovative mindset in schools. At the school level, 
AIM is setting up state of the art Atal Tinkering Labs (ATL) in schools 
across all districts across the country. 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1637998 

4.  Consider the following statements about the National Intelligence 

Grid (NATGRID). 

1. It is envisioned as a unified database that would compile a wide variety 
of currently available intelligence inputs. 

2. At least 10 central agencies will have access to the data on a secured 
platform. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 
B. 2 only 
C. Both 1 and 2 
D. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1637998
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Answer: C 

Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is correct: The National Intelligence Grid (NATGRID) is an 
online database for collating scattered pieces of information of core 
security agencies and putting them on one platform. 

● The 26/11 attacks on Mumbai led to the exposure of several weaknesses 
in India's intelligence gathering and action networks.  

● NATGRID is part of the radical overhaul of the security and intelligence 
apparatuses of India. 

● NATGRID is being implemented in four different phases, the first two 
were operationalised in 2014. 

● Statement 2 is correct:  At least 10 central agencies like Intelligence 
Bureau (IB), Research and Analysis Wing (R&AW) and others will have 
access to the data on a secured platform. 

● The 10 user agencies will be linked independently with certain databases 
that would be procured from 21 providing organisations and include 
telecom, tax records, bank, immigration, etc. to enable the generation of 
intelligence inputs. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/natgrid-to-have-access-to-

database-that-links-around-14000-police-stations/article32058643.ece 

4. Consider the following statements about Atal Pension Yojana (APY).  

1. It is a pension scheme for citizens of India focussed on the unorganised 
sector workers. 

2. Minimum entry age for this scheme is 40 years. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 
B. 2 only 
C. Both 1 and 2 
D. Neither 1 nor 2 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/natgrid-to-have-access-to-database-that-links-around-14000-police-stations/article32058643.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/natgrid-to-have-access-to-database-that-links-around-14000-police-stations/article32058643.ece
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Answer: A 
Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is correct: Atal Pension Yojana (APY) is a pension scheme 
for citizens of India focussed on the unorganised sector workers.  

● Under the APY, guaranteed minimum pension of Rs. 1,000/-, 2,000/-, 
3,000/-, 4,000 and 5,000/- per month will be given at the age of 60 years 
depending on the contributions by the subscribers.  

● Any Citizen of India can join the APY scheme.  
● The following are the eligibility criteria: 

○ The age of the subscriber should be between 18 - 40 years. Hence, 
statement 2 is incorrect. 

○ He / She should have a savings bank account/ open a savings bank 
account.  

○ The prospective applicant should be in possession of mobile 
number and its details are to be furnished to the bank during 
registration.  
 

● Government of India (GoI) will also co-contribute 50% of the 

subscriber’s contribution or Rs. 1,000 per annum, whichever is lower, 

who joins the scheme during the period 1st June, 2015 to 31st March, 

2016.  

● The Government co-contribution is available for those who are not 
covered by any Statutory Social Security Schemes and is not an Income 
Tax payer. 

 

https://www.livemint.com/money/personal-finance/atal-pension-yojana-

you-can-now-change-contribution-anytime-11594081733558.html 

 

 

 

https://www.livemint.com/money/personal-finance/atal-pension-yojana-you-can-now-change-contribution-anytime-11594081733558.html
https://www.livemint.com/money/personal-finance/atal-pension-yojana-you-can-now-change-contribution-anytime-11594081733558.html


OFFICERS IAS ACADEMY 

(IAS Academy by IAS Officers) 
 

6 
Plot No: 935,6th Avenue, Anna Nagar, Chennai-40 

Ph: 044-40483555,9677120226,9677174226 

Web: www.officersiasacademy.com 
 

5. With reference to India’s external trade, consider the following 

statements. 

1. China remains as the largest trading partner of India. 
2. With the USA, India has consistently run trade surplus since 2014-15.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 
B. 2 only 
C. Both 1 and 2 
D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Explanation: 

● Statement 1 is incorrect: India’s top five trading partners continue to 
be USA, China, UAE, Saudi Arabia and Hong Kong respectively.  

● Statement 2 is correct: With two top trading countries i.e. The USA and 
United Arab Emirates, India has consistently run trade surplus since 
2014-15.  

● On the other hand, India has trade deficit continuously since 2014-15 
with respect to other major trading partners i.e. China PRP, Saudi Arabia, 
Iraq, Germany, Korea RP, Indonesia and Switzerland.  
 

 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/u-s-

remains-indias-top-trading-partner-in-2019-20/articleshow/76924711.cms 

 

 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/u-s-remains-indias-top-trading-partner-in-2019-20/articleshow/76924711.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/u-s-remains-indias-top-trading-partner-in-2019-20/articleshow/76924711.cms

