
HIMALAYAN SPECIES

KIANG

The kiang (Equus kiang) is the largest of the wild asses. It is native to the Tibetan Plateau, 
where it inhabits montane and alpine grasslands. Its current range is restricted to plains of the 
Tibetan plateau and Ladakh, India and northern Nepal along the Tibetan border. Other common 
names for this species include Tibetan wild ass, khyang and gorkhar. Travellers' accounts of the 
kiang are one inspiration for the unicorn. It is also found in northern parts of Sikkim.

IUCN STATUS : LEAST CONCERN.

CHIRU OR TIBETAN ANTELOPE

The Tibetan antelope or chiru (Pantholops hodgsonii) is a medium-sized bovid native to the 
Tibetan plateau. Fewer than 150,000 mature individuals are left in the wild, but the population 
is currently thought to be increasing. In 1980s and 1990s, they had become endangered due to 
massive illegal poaching. They are hunted for their extremely soft, light and warm underfur 
which is usually obtained after death. This underfur, known as shahtoosh (a Persian word 
meaning "king of fine wools"), is used to weave luxury shawls. Shahtoosh shawls were 
traditionally given as wedding gifts in India and it takes the underfur of 3-5 adult antelopes to 
make one shawl. Despite strict controls on trade of shahtoosh products and CITES listing, there 
is still demand for these luxury items. Within India, shawls are worth $1,000-$5,000, 
internationally the price can reach as high as $20,000. In India it is found in the Ladakh region.



IUCN STATUS : NEAR THREATENED 

TAKIN

The takin also called cattle chamois or gnu goat, is a large species of ungulate of the subfamily 
Caprinae found in the eastern Himalayas. The four subspecies are the Mishmi takin (B. t. 
taxicolor), the golden takin (B. t. bedfordi), the Tibetan (or Sichuan) takin (B. t. tibetana), and 
the Bhutan takin (B. t. whitei).

Whilst the takin has in the past been placed together with the muskox in the tribe Ovibovini, 
more recent mitochondrial research shows a closer relationship to Ovis (sheep). Its physical 
similarity to the muskox is therefore an example of convergent evolution.[3] The takin is the 
national animal of Bhutan.[4]



GALWAN VALLEY - INDIA CHINA

What Is The Line Of Actual Control?

The concept of the “Line of Actual Control” (LAC) emerged from one, in a series of letters 
written by Chinese Premier Chou En-Lai to then Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru in 1959.

In these communications, China accepted that there is a border dispute between India and China 
and that both countries draw separate maps of theirs shared borders. Chou also conceded that a 
delimitation of the borders needed to be done through bilateral dialogue, but proposed that till 
that is done, each side should “maintain status quo” at the border.

This loose demarcation was the 
cease-fire line between India and 
China after the Sino-India war in 
1962, until it was officially 
accepted in a bilateral agreement 
in 1993.

The LAC is broadly divided into 
three sectors- western, middle 
and eastern. The countries 
disagree on the demarcation of 
the LAC in almost 16 locations, to 
the effect that India says that 
the LAC is about 3,488 kms long 
while the Chinese say that it is 
just about 2,000 kms.

The LAC goes across land for most parts except in the Pangong Tso Lake of Ladakh where it 
passes through the water.

What Happened On 15 June in Galwan Valley?

The Galwan Valley is the area around the Galwan river that flows from the disputed Aksai Chin 
region to eastern Ladakh. It originates on the eastern side of the Karakoram and flows west to 
join the Shyok river.

On 15 June, many Indian and Chinese soldiers fell into the freezing Galwan River as troops on 



both sides engaged in man-to-man combat.

According to a report by NDTV, a small troop of the Indian border patrol party had gone down 
to Galwan Valley, at 15,000 feet, to remove a Chinese tent that was pitched there. China had 
agreed to remove the tent after talks between Lieutenant-General level officers of both sides 
on 6 June.

The report states that a physical fight broke out after the Chinese side attacked the patrol 
party led by Colonel BL Santosh Babu. They were attacked with batons and rods fitted with 
nails.

The fight lasted six hours during which reinforcements were called in several times and many 
soldiers fell into the river. Blunt force injuries were also exacerbated by extreme conditions and 
hypothermia.

A full-fledged evacuation could only be done the day after, on 16 June.

What Led To This Face-Off?

The recent stand-off along the Sino-Indian border started on 5 May when Indian and Chinese 
soldiers clashed at Pangong Tso lake in Ladakh through which the LAC passes.

The Indian and Chinese portions of the lake are not mutually agreed upon. As it stands now, a 
45-km long western portion of the Lake is under Indian occupation, while the rest is under 
Chinese occupation.



There are reports of another clash in the Naku La sector, a mountain pass in Sikkim, at an 
altitude of over 5,000 metres, also along the LAC, on 9 June as well.

According a report by The Indian Express, a Colonel and a Major were among the Indian 
personnel injured in the Ladakh clash.

The clash happened on the intervening night of 5 and 6 May and Indian soldiers, like in Galwan, 
were attacked with batons and nail studded rods. The confrontation continued till senior officers 
from both sides intervened.

Since then, China was seen increasing its presence along the LAC. Reports from 23 and 24 May 
say that the Chinese constructed over a 100 tents in Ladakh and were moving in construction 
machinery.

Other reports also suggest that the pitching of tents along the LAC has been a Chinese pattern, 
whereby they pitch tents, then move back after bilateral military-level talks, but do not remove 
or destroy the tents.

The events in Galwan on 15 June was thus a continuation of this stand-off.

Why Were Both Sides Fighting Without Arms?

Responding to questions from the Opposition on why the Indian soldiers did not use arms during 
the clashes, Foreign Minister S Jaishankar said that “all troops on border duty always carry 
arms, especially when leaving post. Those at Galwan on 15 June did so. Long-standing practice 
(as per 1996 & 2005 agreements) not to use firearms during faceoffs”.

The 1996 Agreement is a military confidence-building agreement along the Line of Actual 
Control which states that “neither side shall open fire, cause bio-degradation, use hazardous 
chemicals, conduct blast operations or hunt with guns or explosives within two kilometres from 
the line of actual control.”

The 2005 agreement, on the other hand, states that “the two sides will resolve the boundary 
question through peaceful and friendly consultations. Neither side shall use or threaten to use 
force against the other by any means”. This was further affirmed by a 2013 agreement on 
Border Defence Co-operation.

The Indian Express reports that during patrolling, therefore, even though the troops are armed, 
their barrels are always pointing down in order to prevent misunderstanding or accidental firing 
that may increase tensions.

However, this has meant that physical combat or man-to-man combat has become routine along 



the LAC. Therefore, every weapon short of firing has come to be acceptable- this includes rocks, 
sticks and as mentioned earlier, batons fitted with nails. While till the recent skirmishes, no one 
has died on these kind of physical clashes, the clash in Pangong Tso on 5 May, for example, left 
over 70 Indian soldiers critically injured.

Since the clashes on 15 June, both the Chinese and Indian leadership have sent across strong 
messages and are using military and diplomatic avenues to de-escalate the tensions along the 
LAC.

ANNUAL SOLAR ECLIPSE

India will witness an annular solar eclipse on 21th June, 2020.

Key Points

A solar eclipse occurs when the 
moon passes between the sun 
and the earth. When this 
happens, the moon blocks the 
light of the sun from reaching 
the earth. The shadow of the 
moon is then cast on the earth.

There are three types of solar 
eclipses:

Partial solar eclipse: When the 
sun, moon and earth are not 
exactly lined up.

Total solar eclipse: When the sun, moon and earth must be in a direct line.

Annular solar eclipse: It is a particular type of total solar eclipse. It occurs when the sun, moon 
and earth are not only in a straight line but also in the same plane.

The moon also must be farther away from the earth, which will allow it to not cover the disc of 
the sun completely, resulting in a narrow band of light around the dark colour of the moon 
causing the ring of fire to be visible.
Therefore, It is also called the ring of fire eclipse.
The distance between the earth and the moon at the moment of the eclipse can dictate the 
type of eclipse that will take place. 



The distance between the earth and the moon is always changing due to the egg-shaped 
elliptical orbit of the moon.

E - LEARNING

In the second week of March, 
state governments across the 
country began shutting down 
schools and colleges temporarily 
as a measure to contain the 
spread of the novel coronavirus. 
It’s close to two months and 
there is no certainty when they 
will reopen. This is a crucial 
time for the education sector. 

As the days pass by with no 
immediate solution to stop the 
outbreak of Covid-19, school 
closures will not only have a 
short-term impact on the continuity of learning but will also have far-reaching consequences. 

The structure of schooling and learning, including teaching and assessment methodologies, was 
the first to be affected by these closures. 

Only a handful of private schools could adopt online teaching methods. Their low-income private 
and government school counterparts, on the other hand, have completely shut down for not 
having access to e-learning solutions. 

The 2017-18 National Sample Survey reported only 23.8 percent of Indian households had 
internet access. In rural households (66 percent of the population), only 14.9 percent had 
access, and in urban households only 42 percent had access. And males are the primary users: 
16 percent of women had access to mobile internet, compared to 36 percent of men. Young 
people’s access is even less: A recent news report stated only 12.5 percent of students had 
access to smartphones. Furthermore, most teachers are ill-equipped for online teaching.

According to data collected by the National Sample Survey as a part of the Survey on Education 
(2014), only 27% of households in India have some member with access to internet. Access to 
internet does not necessarily mean that a household actually has internet at home. In fact, only 
half of the households (47%) that have any access to internet own a computing device (including 
a smartphone). While direct estimates on how many households have internet access at home 



are hard to get, one can make a rough estimate by assuming that those who have internet at 
home report some internet access in general, and report possession of a device that can be used 
to go on the web.

Using this definition, only 12.5% of the households of students in India have internet access at 
home. There is an urban-rural divide: 27% have access in urban areas and only 5% in rural 
areas. 

So what are the lessons learnt?

A multi-pronged strategy is necessary to manage the crisis and build a resilient Indian education 
system in the long term. The disruption to education systems worldwide offers valuable lessons 
and provides a unique opportunity to reimagine education, the curriculum, and pedagogy.

Address the digital divide

Inclusive e-learning solutions:Technology has the potential to achieve universal quality education 
and improve learning outcomes. But in order to unleash its potential, the digital divide (and its 
embedded gender divide) must be addressed. Digital capabilities, the required infrastructure, and 
connectivity must reach the remotest and poorest communities. Access to technology and the 
internet is an urgent requirement and should no longer be a luxury.

Reorient the curriculum.

While teachers are struggling to learn digital ways of communicating with their students, it is 
clear that we need to pay close attention to what we teach. This crisis is teaching us that 
curricula must be grounded in students’ realities, cultivating critical, creative, and flexible 
thinking, resilience, and empathy in students. Developing a symbiotic relationship with our 
environment has taken on a new urgency, and teachers must help students think about their 
relationship with the universe and everyone and everything in it.

Empower a wider cadre of teachers.

This crisis is forcing teachers to reinvent their roles from that of transferring information to 
enabling learning. The shift to distance learning has afforded many opportunities to teach 
differently, encouraging self-learning, providing opportunities to learn from diverse resources, 
and allowing customized learning for diverse needs through high-tech and low-tech sources. 
Improving the education system requires a decentralized, democratic community-based approach, 
where community ownership of education is cultivated. Important for this is the hiring of local 
teachers (with adequate Dalit and female representation), which increases teachers’ 
accountability to children’s families and their ability to empathize with students’ lives.



Establish quality assurance mechanisms and quality benchmark for online 
learning: 

Many e-learning players offer multiple courses on the same subjects with different levels of 
certifications, methodology and assessment parameters. So, the quality of courses may differ 
across different e-learning platforms.

Way Forward

What is needed is an amalgamation of traditional brick and mortar institutions with e learning. 
Assignments, homeworks and tests can be given online so that lesser time is taken for 
completing the syllabus. But the good old fashioned teachers will never go out of fashion.


