

























































































India’s virus tally nears two lakh. 1.
MSP hiked for pulses, paddy and oil seeds. 2.
RS and LS meetings to be held on alternate days to reduce crowding and maintain social distancing. 3.
Handling of files cited as the main reason for new infections among Railway staff in Tamil Nadu. Tamil 4.
Nadu reports 1,162 new cases.  Social distancing norms in Chennai Airport goes for a toss. 
Aadhar Number to be made mandatory in Tamil Nadu for people going for a haircut. 5.

Yesterday’s tally : 7,584 and 204 deaths.















Minimum Support Price 
 
The MSP is the rate at which the government buys grains from farmers. 
Reason behind the idea of MSP is to counter price volatility of agricultural commodities due to the 
factors like variation in their supply, lack of market integration and information asymmetry. 
Fixation of MSP 
 
The MSP is fixed on the recommendations of the Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP). 
Factors taken into consideration for fixing MSP include: 
Demand and supply; 
Cost of production (A2 + FL method) 
Price trends in the market, both domestic and international; 
Inter-crop price parity; 
Terms of trade between agriculture and non-agriculture; 
A minimum of 50% as the margin over cost of production; and 
Likely implications of MSP on consumers of that product. 
The Commission also makes visits to states for on-the-spot assessment of the various constraints that 
farmers face in marketing their produce, or even raising the productivity levels of their crops. 
Based on all these inputs, the Commission then finalizes its recommendations/reports, which are then 
submitted to the government. 
The government, in turn, circulates the CACP reports to state governments and concerned Central 
Ministries for their comments. 
After receiving the feed-back from them, the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) of the Union 
government takes a final decision on the level of MSPs and other recommendations made by the CACP. 
Procurement: The Food Corporation of India (FCI), the nodal central agency of the Government of India, 
along with other State Agencies undertakes procurement of crops. 
The CACP is an attached office of the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, formed in 1965. It is 
a statutory body that submits separate reports recommending prices for Kharif and Rabi seasons. 
 
National Commission on Farmers: Swaminathan Committee 
 
On 18th November, 2004, the Union government formed the National Commission on Farmers (NCF) with 
MS Swaminathan as its chairman. 
The main aim of the committee was to come up with a sustainable farming system, make farm 
commodities cost-competitive and more profitable. 
It, in 2006, recommended that MSPs must be at least 50% more than the cost of production. 
It talked about the cost of farming at three levels: 
A2: All the types of cash expenditure to generate the crop like seeds, manure, chemicals, labour costs, 
fuel costs and irrigation costs. 
A2+FL: It includes A2 plus an imputed value of unpaid family labour. 
C2: Under C2, the estimated land rent and the cost of interest on the money taken for farming are added 
to A2 and FL.



Antifa has been around for several decades, though accounts vary on its exact beginnings. The Merriam-
Webster dates the term as far back as Nazi Germany, describing the etymology of ‘antifa’ as “borrowed 
from German Antifa, short for antifaschistische ‘anti-fascist’, in Antifaschistische Aktion (multiparty 
front initiated by the German Communist Party in 1932 to counter Nazism) and in other collocations”. 
While the movement has had a presence in several European countries and has come into focus in the 
United States in recent years, Antifa does not have a formal organisational structure. The New York 
Times said it draws its members from other movements such as Black Lives Matter and the Occupy 
movement. 
 
The movement has been known to have a presence in the US in the 1980s. It shot into prominence 
following the election of President Trump in 2016, with violence marking some of its protests and 
demonstrations. 
Antifa members typically dress in black and often wear a mask at their demonstrations, and follow far-
left ideologies such as anti-capitalism. They take up causes such as LGBTQ and indigenous rights. What 
makes them stand out is the violence. 
Criticising mainstream liberal politicians for not doing enough, Antifa members have often physically 
confronted their conservative opponents on the streets, although the group also participates in non-
violent protests. Apart from public counter-protests, Antifa members run websites that track white 
extremist and ultra-right groups

Cyclone Nisarga may hit Mumbai on June 3, says weather department 
 
Nisarga will be the first cyclone to hit the Maharashtra coast in June since 1891, according to the 
weather department 
 
LANDFALL OF CYCLONE NISARGA:  
 
Cyclone Nisarga may make landfall near Mumbai on June 3, 2020, bringing strong winds, heavy rain and a 
possible storm surge to the city before the monsoon season begins in the region, according to the India 
Meteorological Department (IMD). 
The southwest monsoon season reached Kerala on June 1. 
The system lay as a depression around 340 kilometres south west of Panjim and 630 km south-south west 
of Mumbai at 11.30 am on June 1. 
It will intensify into a cyclone on June 2 evening, after which it will move north to begin with, but 
recurve north east to the Maharashtra coast. 
Nisarga will be the first cyclone to hit the Maharashtra coast in June since 1891. 
 
NAMING OF CYCLONE NISARGA 
 
Bangladesh has named this cyclone . 
 
LAST CYCLONE : 
 
Cyclone Vayu formed in June last year and was set to make landfall along the Maharashtra coast for a 
while. 
The cyclone, however, moved towards Gujarat. 
MOVEMENT : Most of the June cyclones in the past have either moved to the Gujarat and Pakistan coasts 
or further west to Oman and Yemen. 
MONSOON WINDS :When the monsoon onset happens, south westerlies become strong and go several 
kilometres up from the surface. 
ROTATION : As the cyclone moves north along the coast, its counter-clockwise winds enhance the south 
westerlies to its south, feeding itself and growing, along with moving further north. 
STRENGTH OF CYCLONE : Depending on the energy it has and its extent over the ocean, it may remain active 
quite far onto land before losing steam and dying away . 


























FORMATION OF CYCLONES: 
 
  Cyclones generally form and move over warm sea water with temperatures greater than 27 degrees 
Celsius (°C). 
Their track usually indicates warmer sea surface temperatures and low vertical wind shear (change in 
winds in the vertical direction) the areas which they pass, allowing the cyclone to suck in moisture and 
grow. 
 
CYCLONE AMPHAN 
 
Sea surface temperatures were around 32-34°C — one of the highest-ever recorded — which allowed the 
cyclone to become the strongest one recorded in the Bay of Bengal through rapid intensification. 
 
AEROSOL IMPACT ON CYCLONES: 
 
Amphan’s strength and rate of growth to decreased aerosol emissions resulting from the lockdowns in 
south Asia to curb the spread of the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic. 
Aerosols in the atmosphere generally cause premature rainfall which does not allow the cyclone to 
increase in intensity. 
Similar reduced aerosol conditions are present in the case of Nisarga. 
Amphan surprised the residents of Kolkata with its wind speeds of 130 kmph. 
Mumbai seems to be in Nisarga’s path. 
It is the second cyclone in the North Indian Ocean (NIO) region this year after Amphan in the Bay of 
Bengal. 
 
SIMILARITIES #AMPHAN & NISARG : 
 
SIMILARITY : Amphan and now Nisarg — the anomalously warm ocean temperatures aided their genesis 
and rapid intensification . 
Ocean surface temperatures were consistently above 30°C prior to the formation of both the cyclonic 
systems, sometimes crossing 32 or 33°C. 
RESULT : “Such high temperatures aid rapid intensification of these cyclonic systems. 
IMPACT :Atmospheric conditions over the Indian mainland will take some time to settle down after the 
cyclone and this might lead to a lull in the progression of the southwest monsoon. 
 
Last year, the Arabian Sea recorded five cyclones out of the total eight in the NIO region, the highest since 
1902. 
This indicated the Arabian Sea was warmer than usual in 2019. 
The highest ocean heat content ever recorded was also witnessed last year. 
This is a direct consequence of global warming as 90 per cent of the heat trapped by greenhouse gas 
emissions goes into the world’s oceans. 
 
 











































































