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CONTINENTS AND PHYSICAL FEATURES 
 

1. ASIA 
 

 
 
 Asia is the largest and the most populous continent in the world.  
 It covers about 30 percent of the world’s land area and about 60 percent of the 

world’s population. Most of the land of Asia lies in the northern hemisphere  
Boundaries  
 Asia is surrounded by the Arctic Ocean in the north, Pacific Ocean in the east, Indian 

Ocean in the south and the Ural Mountains, Caucasus Mountains, Red Sea, 
Mediterranean Sea, Caspian Sea and Black Sea in the west.  

 The Suez Canal separates Asia from Africa.  
 The narrow Bering Strait separates Asia from North America.  

Political Divisions  
 There are forty-eight countries in Asia. The countries are grouped into several realms 

based on landscape and political status such as  
 1.East Asia 2. Southeast Asia 3. South Asia 4.Southwest and 5.Central Asia  

Physical features 
Mountains: 
 There are two knots (convergence of mountain ranes) found in Asia. They are 1. The 

Pamir Knot 2. The Armenian Knot. The Hindukush range, the Sulaiman range, 
the Himalayan range and the Tian Shan range radiate from the Pamir Knot. The 
Hindukush range continues westward as the Elburz, whereas the Sulaiman range 
continues south west as the Zagros range. The Elburz and the Zagros converge at the 
Armenian knot. The Taurus and the Pontine ranges radiate from the Armenian knot.  
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 The other important mountain ranges are the great Khingan, the Altai, the 

Verkoyansk and the Arakan yoma. The Himalayan mountain range is the highest 
mountain range in the world. Mt. Everest (8848 m) is the highest peak in Asia, as well 
as among the world.  

Lowest point: 
 The lowest point in the world is located in Dead Sea in Asia.  

Plateaus: 
 Important plateaus in Asia are the Arabian Plateau (Saudi Arabia), Deccan Plateau 

(India), Shan Plateau (Myanmar) and the Yunnan Plateau (China). Among these 
plateaus, the Arabian Plateau is the largest Plateau. Apart from this Inter-montane 
plateaus are found in mountain ranges.  

 The important inter-montane plateaus are The plateau of Anatolia (Pontine to 
Taurus), plateau of Iran (Elburz to Zagros and the plateau of Tibet (Kunlun to 
Himalayas). 

Plains: 
 The most extensive lowland in Asia is the Siberian plain. It extends from the Ural 

Mountains in the west to the Verkhoyansk Range in the east.  
 The great plains are formed by the major rivers of Asia. They are the West Siberian 

plain (Ob and Yenisey), Manchurian Plain (Amur), Great Plain of China (Yangtze 
and Sikiang), Indo-Gangetic Plain (Indus and Ganga), Mesopotamian plain (Tigris 
and Euphrates) and the Irrawaddy plain (Irrawaddy) 
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Islands: 
 The Philippines, Japan islands and Indonesia are the major archipelagos in Asia. 

Smaller archipelagos are also located in the Indian Ocean such as the islands of 
Maldives and Lakshadweep in the Arabian Sea. Bahrain is in the Persian Gulf. Sri 
Lanka is an island, which is located in the Bay of Bengal.  

Rivers: 
 The rivers of Asia originate mostly from the central highlands. The Ob, Yenisey and 

Lena are the major rivers that flow towards the north and drain into the Arctic 
Ocean. These rivers remain frozen during winter.  

 On the other hand, South Asia has many perennial rivers (e.g.) Brahmaputra, Indus, 
Ganga and Irrawaddy which originate from the snow covered high mountains that 
do not freeze during winter.  

 The Euphrates and Tigris flow in West Asia.  
 The Amur, Huang He, Yangtze and Mekong rivers flow in the south and south 

eastern parts of Asia. Yangtze is the longest river in Asia.  
 

2. EUROPE 
 Europe is the sixth largest continent in size and the third largest in population in the world. 

It has diverse landforms and people.  
 Europe is found in the northern hemisphere.  
 It is surrounded by the Arctic Ocean in the North, the Black Sea and Mediterranean Sea in the 

south, the Atlantic Ocean in the west and the Ural mountains in the east. So it looks like a 
giant peninsula.  
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Physical Divisions  
 Europe has diversified physical features such as mountains, plains, plateaus, peninsulas, 

bays, islands and river basins. It can be divided into four physical divisions.  
 The North Western Highlands 2. The Central Plateaus/High land 3. The Alpine 

Mountain system 4. The North European plains  

 
Plateaus  
 The plateaus are found in east west direction across central Europe.  
 Many rivers in Europe such as, the Danube, the Volga and the Tagus originate from this 

plateau.  
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 The important plateaus of this region are The Pennines (England), The Meseta (Spain), The 
Central Massif and Jura (France).  

 The Black forest (Germany) in this region has rich mineral resources.  
 The Pennines is called the backbone of England.  

Alpine Mountain System 
 The alpine mountain system consists of a chain of young fold mountains found in the 

southern part of Europe.  
 The important mountain ranges are the Sierra Nevada, the Pyrenees, the Alps, the 

Apennines, the Dinaric Alps, the Caucasus and the Carpathian.  
 The Pyrenees forms a natural boundary between Spain and France.  
 The highest peak in Europe is Mt. Elburz (5645 m) in the Caucasus range. The Mont Blanc 

(4,807 m) found in the Alps is the second highest peak in the Alpine System.  
 There are several active volcanoes found in the Alpine mountain system. Mt. Etna, Mt. 

Vesuvius and Mt. Stromboli are the important volcanoes found in Europe. Earthquakes are 
common in this region. The Stromboli is called the 'light house of the Mediterranean'.  

Plains  
 The north European plain stretches from the Atlantic Ocean in the west to the Ural 

Mountains in the east. On the north, it is surrounded by the Baltic Sea and on the South by the 
alpine mountain. It is narrow in the West and wide towards the East.  

 Major European rivers such as the Seine, the Rhine, the Danube and the Don criss-cross this 
region and deposit their alluvium.  

 The Andalusian Plain, The Hungarian Plain and the Wallachian Plain are also found in 
this region. It has rich deposits of coal and iron ore.  

Drainage  
 Most of the rivers originate in the Alps and the central plateau of Europe. These rivers are 

useful for inland navigation in central and Eastern Europe.  
 The Volga is the longest river in Europe.  
 The river Danube passes through Ten countries in Europe.  

 

3. NORTH AMERICA 

 
 North and South America are often referred to as the new world because they were 

discovered in the late fifteenth century.  
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 In 1492 North America was discovered by Christopher Columbus while he was trying 
to find a new sea route to India.  

 The landmass was named America in 1507 after the Italian explorer America 
Vespucci who landed on the continent.  

Location and Area  
 The continent of North America lies entirely in the Northern Hemisphere.  
 The Tropic of Cancer (23 1⁄2°N) passes through the Mexico and Arctic Circle (66 

1⁄2°N) runs through northern part of Canada.  
Boundaries  
 North America is surrounded by the Pacific Ocean in the West, the Atlantic Ocean in 

the east, Arctic Ocean in the north and South America in the south.  
 The North America is joined with the South America by the Isthmus of Panama.  
 The Bering Strait separates North America from Asia.  

Political Division  
 North America is the third largest continent next to Asia and Africa.  
 North America has three large countries and several smaller ones.  
 Canada is largest country of North America followed by the United States of America 

and Mexico.  
 The seven small countries which lies to the south of Mexico are referred to as central 

America. These include Nicaragua, Honduras, Guatemala, Panama, Costa Rica, El 
Salvador and Belize. 

Physiography 

 
 North America is a continent of great physical diversity.  
 Mount McKinley is about 6194 m above the sea level and is the highest peak.  
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 Death Valley is about 86 m below the sea level and is the lowest part of the continent 
of North America. 1.The Rocky Mountains, 2. The Great Plains, 3. The Appalachian 
Highlands and 4. The Coastal Plain.  

The Rocky Mountains  
 It lies in the western part of the continent  
 This mountain range extends for about 4800 km from Alaska in the North to the 

Panama Strait in the South.  
 They are parallel ranges and are known as the Rockies in the east and the Coast 

Range Mountains in the west.  
 The Sierra Nevada is a mountain range in the Western United States between the 

Central Valley of California and the Great Basin. In Mexico, they are called Sierra 
Madre.  

 The Rockies and the Coast Range are together called the “Western Cordilleras”.  
 There are high inter montane plateaus between the ranges. The prominent ones are 

the Mexican plateau, the Colorado Plateau and the Columbian plateau.  
The Great Plains  
 To the east of the Rockies and the west of the Appalachian Mountains lies the great 

plains of North America. It covers about three - fifth of the continent. This plain 
stretches from the Arctic Ocean in North to the Gulf of Mexico in the South and from 
the Appalachian Highlands in the east to the Rockies in the west. 

  The western part of the plains is called the High Plains spreading roughly over the 
foothills of the Rockies. Most of the rivers of this region have their source in the 
Western Highlands and the plains generally slope eastwards and southwards. They 
are drained by rivers like the Mississippi and the Missouri.  

The Appalachian Highlands  
 The Appalachian Highlands do not form a continuous chain like the Western 

Highlands (The Rockies). These Highlands are low and wide.  
 They have a very few peaks more than 1800m. They include the High Plateaus of 

Greenland, Labrador or Laurentian Plateau in Canada and the Appalachian 
Mountains in the United States.  

 These old fold mountains are worn down by weathering and are much lower than the 
Western highlands. This region is rich in mineral reserves like coal, iron ore, copper 
etc., which play a vital role in the North American economy.  

The Coastal Plains  
 The coastal plains of North America are the youngest in age. Most of the Atlantic Plain 

has been drowned (lies underwater).  
 This is low and relatively plain area with sandy soil which is infertile in nature. Here 

swamps and marshes are abundant and the coast is indented by river mouths and 
bays on which many important seaports are located.  

Drainage  
 The Mississippi and Missouri rivers are the longest rivers in North America and 

together they form the fourth longest river system in the world and stretching more 
than 6114 km from Montana to Gulf of Mexico.  

 After 3700km running the Missouri river joins the Mississippi river. 
  The Mackenzie River is the second largest drainage basin of North America. It has it 

source from Great Slave Lake and drains into Arctic Ocean.  
 St. Lawrence has its origin in Lake Ontario which flows north east and drains into 

the Atlantic Ocean.  
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 The plateau of the west has been cut deeply by the River Columbia and its tributary 
which forms many Gorges called Canyons. The most famous is the Grand Canyon cut 
by the river  

 

4. SOUTH AMERICA 
 Next to Asia, Africa and North America, South America is the fourth largest country 

in the World. Most of the South American continent lies within the Southern 

Hemisphere and hence called as the “Southern Continent”.  
 The Isthmus of Panama in the North West connects South America with North 

America.  

 
Location  
 South America lies between 12oN and 55oS latitudes.  
 The Equator (0o latitude) passes through the mouth of the Amazon River.  
 TheTropic of Capricorn (231/2o S longitude) passes through the Rio de Janeiro in Brazil.  
 South America is inverted triangular shaped landmass. 

Physiography  
 South America has marked resemblances in structure and relief of North America. 
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South America has some of the oldest and the youngest rocks of the world.  

 
 
The Andes Mountains  
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 The Andes are Fold Mountains like the Himalayas.  
 This is the longest mountain range in the world and extends for more than 6,440 km 

along the Pacific Coast.  
 The highest peak in theAndes is Mount Aconcagua (an extinct volcano) in Argentina 

border which reaches at an elevation of 6,961m.  
 The Andes being a part of the Pacific Ring of Fire these places are subject to great 

volcanic eruption and earthquake activities. There are some active volcanoes like 
Cotopaxi (5,991m) on the Andes range. 

River Basins 
 Nearly half of the Continent is covered by the plains. Three great rivers drain into the 

Atlantic Ocean. The biggest of them is the Amazon.  
 The Amazonbasin consisting mainly of the alluvial deposits is the thickly forested 

part of the world.  
 The Orinocobasin is separated from the Amazon basin by low interfluves. It is also 

one of the most productive parts of the continent.  
 The Parana - Paraguay plain is an ancient rocky surface covered with alluvial 

deposits and is rich in petroleum deposits.  
Highlands  
 The Guiana Highland is located in the northern part of the continent which has a 

number of waterfalls including the Angel Falls.  
 The Brazilian Highlands are found to the south of the Amazon basin. They are 

gently rolling plateaus with steep cliffs along the east coast.  
Drainage  
 Owing to the position of the Andes all the great rivers of the continent drain into the 

Atlantic.  
 Amazon is the longest river of South America (6,450km) and is the largest river 

system in the world. This river has over a thousand of tributaries. The rivers Rio 
Negro, Madeira and Tapajos are important tributaries. At the point where it enters 
the sea the river is so wide and powerful that it flows even at a distance of 80 km into 
the high seas.  

 The Orinoco River originates in the Guiana Highlands and flows northwards into the 
Caribbean Sea.  

 The river Paraguay has the Paraná and Uruguay rivers as the main tributaries which 
together form and known as the Platte River system.  

5. AFRICA 
Location and size  
 Africa is the second largest and second most populous continent after Asia.  
 It is the only continent through which the major latitudes such as Tropic of Cancer, Equator 

and Tropic of Capricorn pass.  
 The Prime Meridian passes near Accra the capital of Ghana in the West of this continent.  
 Africa is located in all the four hemispheres.  
 The great explorers David Living Stone and H.M. Stanley were the first to explore the interior 

parts of this continent. The sources reveal that the early human ancestors have lived in Africa 
for more than 5 million years.  

 Africa is nicknamed as the "Mother Continent" as it was the oldest inhabited continent on 
Earth.  

 Africa is called a Dark Continent. In the beginning the interior of Africa was largely 
unknown to them.  
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Political division 
 The continent of Africa consists of 54 countries.  
 On the basis of their geographical location, the countries are grouped as a) West Africa b) 

North Africa c) Central Africa d) Eastern Africa e) Southern Africa  

 

 
Physiographic Divisions  
 Africa consists of mixture of land forms such as mountains, plateaus and plains. The 

following are the 8 major physical divisions of Africa. Madagaskar is the major island of 
Africa.  
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Sahara  
 The world-famous Sahara Desert is located in the northern part of Africa.  
 It is one of the largest hot deserts in the world.  
 The Sahara is bordered by the Atlantic Ocean in the west, the Red Sea in the east, the 

Mediterranean Sea in the north and Sahel in the south.  
 This desert covers the areas of 11 countries: Algeria, Chad, Egypt, Libya, Mali, Mauritania, 

Morocco, Niger, Western Sahara, Sudan and Tunisia.  
 It consists of many topographical features such as mountains, plateaus, ergs, oases, sand- and 
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gravel-covered plains, salt flats, basins and depressions.  
 Mount Koussi, an extinct volcano in Chad, is the highest point in the Sahara with 3,445 m 

and the Qattara Depression in Egypt is the Sahara’s deepest point (133 m below sea level). 
Nile and Niger rivers run through the desert.  

 Atlas Mountain lies in the north- west of Africa. It is a young fold mountain. It separates the 
Mediterranean Sea and Atlantic Ocean. The highest point is Mount Toubkal (4167m).  

Sahel  
 Sahel means border or margin.  
 It is a semi-arid tropical Savanna region lies between the Sahara Desert in the north and 

Savanna grassland in the south.  
 It stretches east-west for a distance of 4000 km and covers an area of 3.0 million sq km. It is 

largely a semi-arid belt of barren, sandy and rocky land. This region marks the physical and 
cultural transition between the more fertile tropical regions to the south and desert in the 
north.  

Savanna  
 Tropical dry grasslands with scattered trees are known as ‘Savanna’.  
 It is located near the equator and covers almost half of the area of Africa. This grassland is 

found in the regions just north and south of the rainforests that lie along the equator. Trees 
are the main features of the landscape in some parts of the savanna, while tall grass covers 
the other areas.  

 Animals of many species graze in this zone. The Serengeti Plain is one of the largest plains 
in Savanna. This is called the ‘Open Air Zoo’.  

The great rift valley and Great lakes of Africa  
 A rift valley is a large crack in the earth’s surface formed by the shifting of tectonic plates. 

One of the major geographical and geological features of Africa is the Great Rift Valley. It 
stretches from northern Syria in Asia to central Mozambique in Africa for a distance of 6400 
kilometers. It runs through the eastern Africa and contains many lakes.  

 The African Great Lakes are a series of lakes found in the rift valley. The water in the Great 
lakes of Africa constitutes about 25% of the planet's unfrozen surface fresh water. There are 
seven major lakes in this region.  

 Lake Victoria of this region is the largest fresh water body in Africa and second largest in 
the world, next to Lake Superior in USA. It is the source of river Nile.  

 The other lake in the valley is Tanganyika which is the longest and deepest fresh water lake 
in the world.  

 Lake Albert, Lake Edward, Lake Kivu, Lake Malawi, and Lake Turkana are the other 
important lakes in Africa.  

East African Highlands  
 Most African mountains are found in these high lands. It stretches from Ethiopia to Cape of 

Good Hope.  
 Mt. Kilimanjaro (5895m) is the highest peak located in these highlands. Mt. Kenya and Mt. 

Ruwenzori are the major mountains located in these high lands.  

Swahili Coast  
 Swahili coast is located along the shores of East Africa. It stretches about 1,610 kilometers 

along the Indian Ocean from Somalia to Mozambique. It was a region where the Africans and 
Arabs mixed to create a unique culture referred to as Swahili Culture. People of this coast are 
also called 'Swahili'.  

The Congo Basin or Zaire Basin  
 Congo Basin lies on the both sides of the the equator in west Central Africa. It is covered with 

dense evergreen forest. It is the world’s second largest river basin next to Amazon.  

Southern Africa  
 Most part of the Southern Africa is a plateau region.  
 Drakensberg Mountainis found in the eastern portion of the escarpment. It extends from 
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north east to south west for 1125 km. Its highest peak is Thabana Ntlenyana (3482m).  
 This region is covered with grasslands known as ‘Veld’.  
 Kalahari Desert lies in the south and Namib Desert is along the south -west shore of Africa. 

Kalahari Desert in this region is not actually a desert, but a bushy scrubland situated between 
the Orange and Zambezi Rivers.  

Drainage of Africa  
River Nile  
 The Nile is the longest river in the world with a length of 6650 km.  
 It has two main tributaries. They are the White Nile, which originates from Burundi, and the 

Blue Nile, which originates from Ethiopia. These two join and form the Nile River at 
Khartoum, in Sudan. It flows towards northward and drains into the Mediterranean-sea. Nile 
is known as the “Father of African Rivers”.  

River Congo or Zaire  
 Congo is the second largest river of Africa after Nile. Its length is about 4700km.  
 Congo rises in the highlands of North Eastern Zambia between lakes Tanganyika and Nyasa. 

It flows through West Central Africa and drains into the Atlantic Ocean.  

River Niger  
 Niger is one of the major rivers in West Africa and rises from the highlands of Guinea.  
 It flows for about 4184 km and finally drains into the Gulf of Guinea on the Atlantic Ocean.  

River Zambezi  
 The Zambezi River is the fourth longest in Africa. It rises in the north western Zambia. It is 

about 2574 km long and drains into the Indian ocean.  
 The world famous waterfall ‘Victoria’ is formed by this river at the height of 108 meters. It is 

called the Southern Africa’s “River of Life”.  
 River Limpopo and river Orange are the other important rivers of Africa.  

 

6. AUSTRALIA 
 Australia is the largest island and smallest continent in the world. It is the only continent that 

completely occupies a single country.  
 The Tropic of Capricorn cuts the continent almost into two equal halves.  

 
Political Divisions  
 There are six states and two Union Territory in Australia 1) New South Wales 2) Queensland 
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3) South Australia 4) Tasmania 5) Victoria 6) Western Australia 7) Northern Territory 8) 
Capital Territory (Canberra).  

 Australia has 8,222 islands. Rottnest Island, Magnetic Island, Fitzroy Island, Fraser Island, 
Phillip Island, Lord Howe Island, Kangaroo Island and Whitsunday Islands are the major 
islands.  

Physical Divisions  
 It is the continent with very low irregularities in topography.  
 Based on the nature of topography, it can be divided into three physical divisions namely:  

 

 
The Great Western Plateau  
 It is an arid land covering large part of Western Australia, Southern Australia and the 

Northern Territory. The flat surface is covered by sandy and rocky features.  
 Ayers rock or Uluru is the largest monolith rock in the world. It is found in the central part 

of this arid region. of Australia.  
 The McDonnell and Musgrave ranges are located in this plateau. The treeless region of 

Nullarbor Plain is located in the southern part of this plateau.  
 The Great Victoria Desert is the largest desert in Australia located in Western Australia and 

South Australia.  
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The Central Low lands  
 The central lowlands extend from the Gulf of Carpentaria in the north to Indian Ocean in 

the south.  
 In the centre of these low lands lies the large inland drainage basin of Australia.  
 Lake Eyre is the largest Salt Lake lies in this region.  
 The Murray–Darling River system lies in the south-eastern part of the central lowlands. 

Beneath the central lowlands, huge artesian basins are found.  

The Eastern Highlands  
 It stretches from Cape York in the north to Tasmania in the south. They are also known as the 

‘Great Dividing Range’ as it separates the west and east flowing rivers.  
 Australian Alps mountain range is the highest mountain range of Australia. It is covered 

with ice. The highest peak of this range is Mt. Kosciuszko (2230m) and is located in the New 
South Wales.  

 Australia has two important natural features that have enriched the country. They are  
1. The Artesian Basin 2. The Great Barrier Reef.  

The Great Artesian Basin  
 The Artesian Basins are regions on the earth’s surface where water gushes out like a 

fountain.  
 The great artesian basin in Australia is the largest and deepest basin in the world. The 

artesian basin is located in the west of the Great Dividing Range.  
 It is found in the arid and semi-arid parts of Queensland, New South Wales, South Australia 

and Northern Territory. It is a major source of water in this region.  

Great Barrier Reef  
 Great Barrier Reef is located in the north east of Australia along the east coast of 

Queensland in the Pacific Ocean.  

 It is formed by the tiny coral polyps. It is about 2300 kilometres long. It is one of the natural 
wonders of the world.  

Drainage  
 The River Murray and its tributary are the main rivers and a major drainage basin of 

Australia. This drainage basin is found in the interior part of the lowlands of Australia.  
 River Murray is the longest river in Australia. It runs 2508 km from Australian Alps to the 

Indian Ocean.  
 Darling, Alexandria, Murrumbidgee, Lachlan and Swan are the other important rivers of 

this continent. 

7. ANTARCTICA 
 It does not have a native population.  
 Antarctica is the southernmost and fifth-largest continent in the world.  
 Since it is located in the polar region, it is the coldest continent with a permanent cover of ice. 

It is separated from the rest of the world by the icy water of the southern portions of the 
Indian, Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.  

 This continents landform consists of some mountain ranges, peaks, valleys, glaciers plateau, 
ice shelf, lakes and volcanoes.  

 The length of the Trans-Antarctic mountain is 3200 km which divides the entire continent 
into two halves: West Antarctica and East Antarctica. 

 The West Antarctica faces the Pacific Ocean. The Antarctic Peninsula which points 
towards the South America shows that it is the continuation of the Andes mountain range.  

 The East Antarctica faces the Atlantic and the Indian Oceans. The Mt. Erebus in this region is 
an active volcano. It is located in the Ross Island. 
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OCEANS 
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1. Pacific Ocean 
 The Pacific Ocean is the largest and deepest ocean on the Earth. 
 It is bounded by Asia and Australia in its west and North America and South America in its 

east.  
 It stretches from the Arctic Ocean in the north to the Southern Ocean in the south.  
 This ocean’s shape is roughly triangular with its apex in the north at the Bering Strait which 

connects the Pacific Ocean with the Arctic Ocean.  
 The Bering Sea, the China Sea, the Sea of Japan, Tasman Sea and the Philippine Sea are some 

of the marginal seas of the Pacific Ocean.  
 Indonesia, Philippines, Japan, Hawaii, New Zealand are some of the islands located in this 

Ocean.  
 The deepest point Mariana Trench is 10,994 mand is located in the Pacific Ocean.  
 A chain of volcanoes is located around the Pacific Ocean called the Pacific Ring of Fire.  

2. Atlantic Ocean 
 The Atlantic Ocean is the second largest ocean on the Earth.  
 It is bounded by North America and South America in the west and Europe and Africa in the 

east.  
 Like the Pacific, it stretches from the Arctic Ocean in the north to the Southern Ocean in the 

south. The shape of the Atlantic Ocean resembles the letter ‘S’.  
 The Strait of Gibraltar connects the Atlantic Ocean with the Mediterranean Sea.  
 The Atlantic Ocean is the busiest shipping route between the Eastern and Western 

hemispheres.  
 The deepest point is the Milwaukee Deep in the Puerto Rica Trench. It has a depth of about 

8600 m. 

 The Caribbean Sea, the Gulf of Mexico, the North Sea, the Gulf of Guinea and the 
Mediterranean Sea are important marginal seas of the Atlantic Ocean.  

 St. Helena, Newfoundland, Iceland and Falkland are some of the islands found in this ocean.  

3. Indian Ocean 
 The Indian Ocean is the third largest ocean on the Earth’s surface.  
 It is triangular in shape and bounded by Africa in the west, Asia in the north and Australia in 

the east.  
 The Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Lakshadweep, Maldives, Sri Lanka, Mauritius and the 

Reunion Islands are some of the islands located in the Indian Ocean.  
 Malacca strait connects the Indian Ocean and the Pacific Ocean.  
 The Bay of Bengal, the Arabian Sea, the Persian Gulf and the Red Sea are some of the 

important marginal seas of the Indian Ocean.  

 The Java trench (7,725 m-) is the deepest point in the Indian Ocean.  

4. Southern Ocean 
 The Southern Ocean surrounds the continent of Antarctica and is enclosed by the 60°S 

latitude. 
 It is bordered by the southern parts of the Pacific, the Atlantic and the Indian Oceans.  
 The Ross Sea, the Weddell Sea and the Davis Sea are the marginal seas of this Ocean.  
 Farewell Island, Bowman Island and Hearst Island are some of the islands located in this 

ocean.  
 The water in this ocean is very cold. Much of it is covered by sea ice. The deepest point in this 

ocean is South Sandwich Trench with a depth of 7,235 m. 

5. Arctic Ocean 
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 The Arctic Ocean is the smallest ocean.  
 It lies within the Arctic Circle.  
 It remains frozen for most of the year.  
 The Norwegian Sea, the Greenland Sea, the East Siberian Sea and the Barents Sea are some of 

the marginal seas of this ocean. Greenland, New Siberian Island and Novaya Zemlya Island 
are some of the islands located in the Arctic Ocean.  

 The North Pole is situated in the middle of the Arctic Ocean.  

 The Eurasian Basin is the deepest point in the Arctic Ocean, which is about 5,449 m- in 
depth.  
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IMPORTANT SEAS 
 

1. Black Sea 
About Black Sea: 
 The Black Sea is a marginal sea of the Atlantic Ocean. It is supplied by a number of major 

rivers, such as the Danube, Dnieper, Dniester, Don, etc., 
 

 
 
Littoral States: 
 The Black Sea is bordered by Ukraine, Romania, Bulgaria, Turkey, Georgia, and Russia. 

(Mnemonics: GeT ROBe) 

Bosporus Strait: 
 The Bosporus connects the Black Sea with the Sea of Marmara. 

Strait of the Dardanelles: 
 Dardanelles connects the Sea of Marmara with the Aegean Sea. 

Kerch Strait: 
 The Kerch Strait is a strait connecting the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov.  

 

2. Caspian Sea 
About Caspian Sea: 
 The Caspian Sea is the world's largest inland body of water, variously classed as the world's 

largest lake or a full-fledged sea. It is an endorheic basin (a basin without outflows).  
 Over 130 rivers provide inflow to the Caspian, with the Volga River being the largest. Ural 

River, and the Kura River are other important rivers. 
 Although it is not a freshwater lake it contains about 3.5 times more water, by volume, than 

all five of North America's Great Lakes combined. 

 

OFFIC
ERS IA

S A
CADEM

Y

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marginal_sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlantic_Ocean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inflow_(hydrology)


 24 

 
Littoral States: 
 The coastlines of the Caspian are shared by Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Russia, 

and Turkmenistan. (Mnemonics: KATIR) 

3. Mediterranean Sea 
About Mediterranean Sea: 
 The Mediterranean Sea is a sea connected to the Atlantic Ocean.  

Littoral States: 
It is almost completely enclosed by land:  
 on the north by Southern Europe and Anatolia (Asian Turkey/Asia minor) 
 on the south by North Africa  
 on the east by the Levant (Syria, Lebanon, Jordan (does not border 

Mediterranean), Israel and Palestine). 
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Strait of Gibraltar: 
 It is a narrow strait that connects the Atlantic Ocean to the Mediterranean Sea and 

separates Gibraltar (a British Overseas Territory) and Peninsular Spain 
in Europe from Morocco in Africa. 

Strait of the Dardanelles: 
 Dardanelles connects the Mediterranean Sea (Aegean Sea) with the Sea of Marmara.  

Suez Canal: 
 It is an artificial canal which connect the Mediterranean Sea to the Red Sea.  

 
Other Seas in Mediterranean: 
1. BALEARIC SEA: The Balearic Sea is a body of water in the Mediterranean Sea near 

the Balearic Islands. 
2. LIGURIAN SEA: The sea borders Italy and France in the north and the French island 

of Corsica in the south. In the east the sea borders the Tyrrhenian Sea, while in the west it 
borders the Mediterranean Sea proper. 

3. TYRRHENIAN SEA: The sea is bounded by the islands of Corsica and Sardinia to the west, 
the Italian peninsula to the east, and the island of Sicily to the south. 
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4. ADRIATIC SEA: It separates the Italian Peninsula from the Balkan peninsula. The Adriatic is 
the northernmost arm of the Mediterranean Sea, extending from the Strait of Otranto. The 
Strait of Otranto connects Adriatic Sea with Ionian Sea. 

5. IONIAN SEA: It is an elongated bay of the Mediterranean Sea. It is connected to the Adriatic 
Sea to the north, and is bounded by Southern Italy to the west, and by Greece in the west. 

6. AEGEAN SEA: It is an elongated embayment of the Mediterranean Sea located between 
the Greek and Anatolian peninsulas (Asian Turkey). In the north, the Aegean Sea is connected 
to the Marmara Sea by the straits of the Dardanelles. 

7. SEA OF MARMARA: It is a inland sea, entirely within the borders of Turkey. It connects 
the Black Sea to the Aegean Sea. It separates Turkey's Asian and European parts. 
The Bosporus strait connects it to the Black Sea and the Dardanelles strait to the Aegean Sea. 

4. Aral Sea 
About Aral Sea: 
 The Aral Sea is an endorheic lake lying between Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan. 

Two important rivers that feed the Aral Sea are Amu Darya and the Syr Darya.  

 

5. South China Sea 
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About South China Sea: 
 The South China Sea is a marginal sea that is part of the Pacific Ocean, encompassing an area 

from the Karimata and Malacca straits to the Strait of Taiwan.  

Location: 
 South of China 
 East of Vietnam, Malay Peninsula and Sumatra 
 West of the Philippines 
 North of the Borneo 

Karimata Strait: 
 The Karimata Strait is a wide strait that connects the South China Sea to the Java Sea, 

separating the Indonesian islands of Sumatra and Borneo(Kalimantan).  

Strait of Malacca: 
 The Strait of Malacca is a narrow strait between the Malay Peninsula and 

the Indonesian island of Sumatra.  
 It is one of the most important shipping channel of the world which connect Indian Ocean 

with the Pacific Ocean. 

Strait of Taiwan: 
 The Taiwan Strait separates the island of Taiwan from the mainland China.  
 The strait connects South China Sea to the East China Sea. 

 

6. Yellow Sea 
About Yellow Sea: 
 The Yellow Sea is a marginal sea of the Western Pacific Ocean located between mainland 

China and the Korean Peninsula, and can be considered the north-western part of the East 
China Sea.  

 
 Its name comes from the sand particles from Gobi Desert sand storms that descend from the 

north annually and turn the surface of the water golden yellow. 
 The northern extension of the Yellow Sea is called the Korea Bay. 
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7. Sea of Japan 
About Sea of Japan: 
 The Sea of Japan is the marginal sea between the Japanese archipelago, Sakhalin (largest 

island of the Russian Federation, situated in the North Pacific Ocean) and the Korean 
Peninsula. The Japanese archipelago separates the sea from the Pacific Ocean.  

 
Littoral States: 
 It is bordered by Japan, North Korea, South Korea and Russia. 

8. Sea of Okhotsk 
About Sea of Okhotsk: 
 It is a marginal sea of the north-western Pacific Ocean. 
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Location: 
 The Kamchatka Peninsula and the Kuril Islands on the east. 
 The Hokkaido Island (Japan) to the south. 
 The Sakhalin Island (Russia) and Siberian coast (mainland of Russia) along the west and 

north.  

9. Philippine Sea 
About Philippine Sea: 
 The Philippine Sea has the Philippines and Taiwan to the west, Japan to the north, 

the Marianas to the east and Palau to the south.  

 
Other seas: 
 It is separated from Celebes Sea by Mindanao and other smaller islands in the south 
 Also it is separated from South China Sea by Philippines, and the East China Sea by 

the Ryukyu Islands. 

10. Bering Sea 
About Bering Sea: 
 The Bering Sea is a marginal sea of the Pacific Ocean. 
 The Bering Sea is separated from the Gulf of Alaska by the Alaska Peninsula.  

Extent: 
 It is bordered on the east by Alaska, 
 on the west by Russian Far East and the Kamchatka Peninsula,  
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 on the south by the Alaska Peninsula and the Aleutian Islands and  
 on the far north by the Bering Strait. 

Bering Strait: 
 It connects the Bering Sea (Pacific Ocean) to the Chukchi Sea (Arctic Ocean). It divides the 

two largest landmasses on Earth: Eurasia and the Americas. 
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COUNTRIES IN NEWS 

1. Maldives 
Geography of Maldives 
 Maldives consists of approximately 1,200 coral islands grouped in a double chain of 

twenty-seven atolls 
 The atolls are composed of live coral reefs and sand bars. 
 Eight Degree Channel Separates Lakshadweep islands from Maldives. 
 This island country is immediately north of theEquator, with a few minor atolls just 

south of the Equator.  
 Maldives is bordered by the waters of the Indian Ocean, Arabian Sea and Laccadive 

Sea. 

 
Why in news? 
 India, Maldives sign six key agreements 

 

2. Sudan 
Geography Of Sudan 
 Sudan is connected to Red sea. 
 It shares border with countries like Egypt, Libya, South Sudan etc., 
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 Halayeb Triangle: It is an area of disputed land located on the border between 

Egypt and Sudan. Currently, Egypt has had de facto control of the area. 
 

 
Nile river 
 The Nile has two major tributaries – the White Nile and the Blue Nile. 

 The White Nile is longer and rises in the Great Lakes region of central Africa 

 The Blue Nile begins at Lake Tanain Ethiopia and flows into Sudan from the southeast.  

 The two rivers meet just north of the Sudanese capital of Khartoum. 
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What’s in the news? 
 As talks between pro-democracy activists and the military rulers collapsed, paramilitary 

groups unleashed deadly violence in Sudan, killing at least 100 people and injuring hundreds.  

3. Marshall Islands 
Geography of Marshall Islands 
 The Marshall Islands is an Island country and a United States associated state near 

the equator in the Pacific Ocean, slightly west of the International Date Line. 

 The Marshall Islands sit atop ancient submerged volcanoes rising from the ocean 
floor, about halfway between Hawaii and Australia, north of Nauru and Kiribati, east 
of the Federated States of Micronesia, and south of the disputed U.S. territory 
of Wake Island, to which it also lays claim. 

What’s in the news? 
 Agreement for Exchange of Information between India and Marshall Islands 
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4. Kyrgyzstan 

 
Geography of Kyrgyzstan 
 Kyrgyzstan is a landlocked nation in Central Asia. 
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 The terrain of Kyrgyzstan is dominated by the Tian Shan and Pamir mountain 
systems, which together occupy about 65% of the national territory. 

 Ysyk Köl, located in Kyrgyzstan is an endorheic lake in the northern Tian 
Shan mountains. It is the second largest saline lake after the Caspian Sea. 

 Three enclaves, legally part of the territory of Kyrgyzstan but geographically 
removed by several kilometres, have been established, two in Uzbekistan and one in 
Tajikistan. 

What is in the news? 
 SCO summit was held in Kyrgyzstan 

 

5. Canada 
Geography of Canada 
 Canada is the second-largest country in the world, after Russia. 
 Great Lakes of North America: They are a series of interconnected freshwater on 

the Canada–United States border, which connect to the Atlantic Ocean through 
the Saint Lawrence River. They comprise Lakes Superior, Michigan, Huron, Erie, 
and Ontario. 

 Lake Michigan is the only one of the Great Lakes that is entirely within the United 
States, the others form a water boundary between the United States and Canada. 

 
 
 49th parallel north acts as the boundary between USA and Canada. 

 

OFFIC
ERS IA

S A
CADEM

Y



 36 

What is in the news? 
 Ban on single use plastics   

6. Iran 

 
Geography of Iran 
 Iran is located in the Middle East, in south-western Asia.  
 It is bordered by the Persian Gulf, and the Gulf of Oman to the south, Turkey and Iraq 

to the west, Turkmenistan, Azerbaijan, Caspian Sea and Armenia to the north, and 
Afghanistan and Pakistan to the east. 

Chabahar port:  
 Chabahar Port is a seaport located in south-eastern Iran, on the Gulf of Oman. It 

serves as Iran's only oceanic port. In 2016, India signed a deal with Iran entailing $8 
billion investment in Chabahar port and industries in Chabahar Special Economic 
Zone. It is being developed was a transit route to Afghanistan and central Asia. India 
has already built a 240-km road connecting Afghanistan with Iran. 
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 International North South Transport Corridor: It is a 7,200-km-long multi-mode 
network of ship, rail, and road route for moving freight between India, Iran, 
Afghanistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Russia, Central Asia and Europe. It is linking Indian 
Ocean and Persian Gulf to the Caspian Sea via Iran, and then onwards to northern 
Europe via St. Petersburg in Russia. INSTC would enhance accessibility to the land 
locked central Asian nations. 

 
What is in the news? 
 US shadow over India-Iran relations   

7. Pakistan 
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Geography of Pakistan 
 Pakistan shares its borders with China, Afghanistan, India, and Iran while Tajikistan 

is separated by thin Wakhan Corridor 
 Pakistan borders Afghanistan at the Durand Line, which runs from the Hindu 

Kush and the Pamir Mountains.  
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 A narrow strip of Afghanistan territory called the Wakhan Corridor extends 

between Pakistan and Tajikistan 
 The India–Pakistan border continues irregularly southward for about 1,280 

kilometres, following the Radcliffe line 
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Sir creek: 
 Sir Creek is a disputed 96-km long water strip in the marshlands of Rann of Kutch. 

The Creek opens into Arabian Sea. The issue between India and Pakistan over Sir 
Creek is the interpretation of boundary between Sindh and Kutch. 

 The region was under the jurisdiction of Bombay Presidency during British rule. 
After independence, Kutch came under India and Sindh under Pakistan.  

 Pakistan claims entire creek as per the agreement signed between Rao Maharaj of 
Kutch and Government of Sindh in 1914. But India does not agree to the claims of 
Pakistan as the entire region of the Creek was under Bombay Presidency. India also 
cited an International Maritime Law, the Thalweg Doctrine to prove its point. 

 

 
 
Siachen Glacier:  
 The Siachen conflict, sometimes referred to as the Siachen War, was a military 

conflict between India and Pakistan over the disputed Siachen Glacier region 
in Kashmir. A cease-fire went into effect in 2003.The conflict was started in 1984 by 
India's successful capture of the Siachen Glacier as part of Operation Meghdoot. 
India took control of the 70-kilometre-long Siachen Glacier and its tributary glaciers 

OFFIC
ERS IA

S A
CADEM

Y



 41 

 
 
What is in the news? 
 Feni Bridge 

 

8. Japan 
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Geography of Japan 
 It is the 4th largest island country in the world 
 The 5 main islands are Hokkaido, Honshu, Kyushu, Shikoku and Okinawa. 
 Japan is located in the north-western Ring of Fire on multiple tectonic plates 

 
 Korea Strait: It is a sea passage between South Korea and Japan, connecting the East 

China Sea, the Yellow Sea and the Sea of Japan. 
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 Miyako strait: It also known as the Kerama Gap, is a waterway which lies 
between Miyako Island and Okinawa Island consisting of an approx. 250km wide 
passageway with international waters and airspace. It is the widest strait in 
the Ryukyu Islands. 

 Ryuku Islands: The Ryukyu Islandsor the Ryukyu Arcare a chain of Japanese 
islands that stretch southwest from Kyushu to Taiwan 

What is in the news? 
 Commercial whaling is back in Japan 

9. Bangladesh 
Geography of Banglagesh  
 Bangladesh shares land borders with India and, Myanmar. It is narrowly separated 

from Nepal and Bhutan by India's Siliguri Corridor. 
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 Bangladesh and India share a 4,156-kilometre-long international border and it is the 

longest international boundary of India.  
 Bangladesh is bordered by the Indian states of West Bengal, Assam, Meghalaya, 

Tripura and Mizoram. 
 The Ganges in Bangladesh is known as the Padma and Brahmaputra is known as 

Jamuna. 
 The Tista is another most important water carrier for Bangladesh. Rising in 

the Himalayas near Sikkim, India, it flows southward, turning southeast 
near Darjiling (Darjeeling) to enter Bangladesh, where it eventually meets the 
Jamuna (Brahmaputra). 

 
What is in the news? 
 Bangladesh seeks to synergise ties with India 

10. North Korea 
Geography of North Korea 
 North Korea is located in eastern Asia. North Korea is bordered by the Korea Bay to the 

west, the Sea of Japan (East Sea) to the east, China and Russia to the north, and South 
Korea to the south. 
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 38th parallel: The 38th parallel north which divides the Korean Peninsula roughly 

in half, was the original boundary between the United States and Soviet Union's brief 
administration areas of Korea at the end of World War II. In the Armistice 
Agreement of 27 July 1953, the Korean Demilitarized zone was created as each side 
agreed to move their troops back 2,000 m from the front line, creating a buffer zone 
4 km wide.  

 
 
What is in the news? 
 Trump visits N. Korea, to resume talks  
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11. Myanmar 
Geography of Myanmar: 
 Myanmar is a country in Southeast Asia. It is bordered by Bangladesh and India to 

its northwest, China to its northeast, Laos and Thailand to its east and southeast, 
and the Andaman Sea and the Bay of Bengal to its south and southwest. 

 Rakhine state: Rakhine State in Myanmar shares its border with Cox bazar district of 
Bangaldesh. Though India shares border with Myanmar, Rakhine state does not share 
border with India directly. Rohingya an ethnic group, the majority of whom are 
Muslim lived in the Rakhine State. 

 
 They have faced persecution at the hands of Myanmar's military since the country's 

independence in the late 1940s. In 2016 and 2017 a military crackdown in the wake 
of a deadly attack on an army post sent hundreds of thousands of Rohingya fleeing to 
neighbouring Bangladesh. Most Rohingya have sought refuge in and around Cox's 
Bazar in Bangladesh. 
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India–Myanmar–Thailand Trilateral Highway:  
 It is highway under construction under India's Look East policy that will 

connect Moreh, India with Mae Sot, Thailand via Myanmar. 
 The road is expected to boost trade and commerce in the ASEAN–India Free Trade 

Area, as well as with the rest of Southeast Asia.  
 India has also proposed extending the highway to Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam. The 

proposed approx 3,200 km route from India to Vietnam is known as the East-West 
Economic Corridor (Thailand to Cambodia and Vietnam became operational in 2015. 

 

 
Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project:  
 It connects the eastern Indian seaport of Kolkata with Sittwe seaport in Rakhine 

State, Myanmar by sea. 
 In Myanmar, it will then link Sittwe seaport to Paletwa in Chin State via the Kaladan 

river boat route, and then from Paletwa by road to Mizoram state in Northeast India.  
 
Rivers 
 Irrawaddy is the country's largest river and most important commercial waterway. 

Originating from the confluence of the N'mai and Mali rivers in the glaciers of the 
high and remote mountains in northern Myanmar it flows relatively straight North-
South before emptying through the Irrawaddy Delta into the Andaman Sea. 

 The Mekong, or Mekong River, is a trans-boundary river in Southeast Asia. From 
the Tibetan Plateau the river runs 
through China, Myanmar, Laos, Thailand, Cambodia, and Vietnam. 
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Physical feature 
 Shan plateau and Arakan Mountain (consisting of Naga Hills, Lushai Hills, Chin Hills, 

Patkai hills) are the notable physical features of Myanmar. 
What is in the news? 
 India builds 250 homes in Myanmar to assist Rohingya. 

12. Turkey 
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Geography of Turkey 
 Physical feature: The country lies both in Asian and European continent. Nearly all 

of the country is in Asia. The Asian part comprises of the peninsula of Asia Minor, also 
known as Anatolia and the Armenian Highland. The remainder Turkish Thrace lies 
in the extreme south-eastern part of Europe. 

 Anatolian plateau is a large peninsula is westernmost protrusion of the Asian 
continent. It makes up the majority of modern-day Turkey. The region is bounded by 
the Black Sea to the north, the Mediterranean Sea to the south, the Armenian 
Highlands to the east and the Aegean Sea to the west. 

 The Sea of Marmara forms a connection between the Black and Aegean seas through 
the Bosphorus and Dardanelles straits and separates Anatolia from Thrace on 
the Balkan peninsula of Europe. 

What is in the news? 
 Turkey ignores U.S. warnings over S-400   

 

13. Mexico 

 
Geography of Mexico 
 Mexico is bounded to the north by the United States, to the west and south by the 

Pacific Ocean, to the east by the Gulf of Mexico, and to the southeast 
by Belize, Guatemala, and the Caribbean Sea. 

 Almost all of Mexico is on the North American Plate, with small parts of the lying on 
the Pacific and Cocos Plates 

 Physical features: Sonoran Desert and Chihuahuan Desert and the notable arid 
regions of Mexico. Sonaran desert is the extension of Mojave Desert in the West coast 
of USA. 
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What is in the news? 
 Mexico’s cactus offers alternative to plastics 

14. Ethiopia 

 
Geography of Ethiopia 
 Ethiopia is a landlocked country located in the Horn of Africa.  
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 It is bordered by Eritrea to the north, Djibouti and Somalia to the 
east, Sudan and South Sudan to the west, and Kenya to the south. 

 Blue Nile: It is a river originating at Lake Tana in Ethiopia. With the White Nile, it is 
one of the two major tributaries of the Nile River.  

 
 Physical feature: East African Rift System is one of the most extensive rifts 

on Earth’s surface, extending from Jordan in south-western Asia southward through 
eastern Africa to Mozambique.This Rift Valley extends across the Ethiopian Denakil 
Plain to Lake Rudolf (LakeTurkana ) which lies on the border between Kenya and 
Ethiopia. 

What is in the news? 
 Skull of humankind's oldest known ancestor discovered 

15. Russia 
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Geography of Russia: 
 Russia is the world's largest country in total area. 
 It stretches over a vast expanse of Eastern Europe and Northern Asia.  
 Due to its shear longitudinal range it has 11 time zones. 
 It incorporates a great range of environments and landforms, from deserts to 

semiarid steppes to deep forests and Arctic tundra. 
 Russia contains Europe’s longest river, theVolga, and its largest lake, Ladoga.  
 Russia also is home to the world’s deepest Lake Baikal, which lies in Asian continent. 

 

 
 European Russia has two major mountain chains, the Caucasus, which marks the 

southwestern border between Asia and Europe, and the Ural mountains, which lies 
on the Asia-Europe border as well. The highest point of Russia, the 5642 meters 
tall MountElbrus is located within the Caucasus range, it is also the highest point in 
whole Europe 

What is in the news? 
 Russia to train Indian astronauts 

16. South Korea 
Geography of South Korea 
 South Korea, occupies the southern portion of the Korean peninsula.  
 The country is bordered by the North Korea to the north, the East Sea (Sea of 

Japan) to the east, the East China Seato the south, and the Yellow Sea to the west 
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 It is separated from the Japanese island of Tsushima by the Korea Strait.  
 

 
 The boundary between South Korea and North Korea roughly follows latitude 38° N 

(the 38th parallel)across a 2.5 miles wide demilitarized zone (DMZ) that was 
established by the terms of the 1953 armistice that ended fighting in the Korean 
War (1950–53).  

 River Han and River Kum are the Principle Rivers of the country. 
What is in the news? 
 India, South Korea seal logistics pact   

 

17. Nepal 
Geography of Nepal 
 Nepal is a Himalayan nation.  
 It is a landlocked country located between India and the Tibet Autonomous Region of 

China. 
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 From the south to the north, Nepal has series of Himalayan ranges 

1. Outer Himalayas ( Shiwalik): Churia and Muria Ghat hills.  
2. Middle or lesser Himalayas: Mahābhārat Range. 
3. Inner Himalayas or Great Himalayas: It is also called Himadri. It is the highest 

mountain range of the world. Its average height is 6100 m. Most of the world’s 
highest peaks (Mt.Everest, Makalu, Lhotse,etc.,) are located in this Inner Himalayan 
region. 

 

 
Rivers:  
 Ghaghara, also called Karnali is a perennial trans-boundary river originating on 

the Tibetan Plateau near Lake Manasarovar. It cuts through 
the Himalayas in Nepal and joins the Sharda River in India. Together they form the 
Ghaghara River, a major left bank tributary of the Ganges. 
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 The River Kosi drains from the Himalayas and the southern slopes in Nepal. The 
river is also shared with India and China. The River is also known as ‘Sorrow of Bihar’ 
because of the suffering it causes when it floods destroying the economy of the region 

What is in the news? 
 India, Nepal inaugurate Motihari Amlekhganj oil pipeline  

18. Thailand 
Geography of Thailand 
 Thailand shares border with Myanmar, Cambodia, Laos and Malaysia.  
 Korat plateau is present in this country. 

 
Kra Isthmus: 
 It is the narrowest part of the Malay Peninsula. 
 The isthmus is bordered to the west by the Andaman Sea and to the east by the Gulf 

of Thailand. The Thai Canal, also known as Kra canal, refers to proposals for 
a canal that would connect the Gulf of Thailand with the Andaman Sea across 
the Kra Isthmus in southern Thailand. 

 The canal would provide an alternative to transit through the Straits of Malacca and 
shorten transit for shipments of oil to Japan and China by 1,200 km 

India Myanmar Thailand Highway (IMT Highway) 
 The India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway  is a highway under 

construction under India’s Look East Policy that will connect Moreh, India with 
Mae Sot, Thailand via Myanmar. 

 The road will boost the trade and commerce in the ASEAN-India Free Trade 
Area, and with the rest of Southeast Asia. India has also proposed extending the 
highway to Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam. 
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What is in the news? 
 Indo - Thailand Joint Military Exercise MAITREE -2019: 

 

19. Malaysia 

 
 
Geography of Malaysia 
 It is composed of two non-contiguous regions, 

1. West Malaysia which is on the Malay Peninsula, and 
2. East Malaysia which is on the island of Borneo. 
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 West Malaysia is bordered by Thailand in the north and island Republic 
of Singapore in the south with which Malaysia is connected by a causeway and also 
by a separate bridge 

 East Malaysia is separated from West Malaysia by some 400 miles of the South 
China Sea. It shares land boundary with the Indonesian portion (Kalimantan) and 
Brunei. 

 Strait of Malacca: The Strait of Malaccar or Straits of Malacca is a narrow stretch 
of water between the Malay Peninsula and the Indonesian island of Sumatra. As the 
main shipping channel between the Indian Ocean and the Pacific Ocean, it is one of 
the most important shipping lanes in the world. 

What is in the news? 
 Indian Naval Ships Visit to Kota Kinabalu. 

 

20. Saudi Arabia 
Geography of Saudi Arabia 
 The country occupies about four-fifths of the Arabian Peninsula.  
 It is bordered by Jordan, Iraq, and Kuwait to the north; by the Persian Gulf, Qatar, 

the United Arab Emirates, and Oman to the east; by Yemen to the south and 
southwest; and by the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aqaba to the west. 

 
What is in the news? 
 Drone strikes on Saudi facility lead tojump in crude prices. 
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21. Mongolia 
Geography of Mongolia 
 Mongolia is a landlocked country located between China and Russia. 
 Altai Mountain is the notable reliefpresent in this country. 

 
Gobi Desert: 
 Covers the North eastern china and southern Mongolia. 
 It is formed due to the rain shadow effect of Tibetan Plateau. 

 

 
 Apart from Gobi Desert Mongolia is covered by vast expanse of temperate 

grassland known as steppe 
What is in the news? 
 India, Mongolia to explore space together  
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22. Kazakhstan 

 
Geography of Kazakhstan 
 Kazakhstan is the largest country in Central Asia  
 It is shares boundary with Russia, China, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan. 
 It is a Caspian Sea littoral state. 

Aral Sea 
 The Aral Sea is a salt water lake lying between Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan. 
 Two important rivers that feed the Aral Sea are Amu Darya and the Syr Darya.  
 The shallow Aral Sea was once the world’s fourth largest body of inland water. 

 Remarkable shrinkage of its area and volume that began in the second half of the 20th 
century—when the region was part of the Soviet Union. That change resulted primarily 
because of the diversion (for purposes of irrigation) of the riverine waters which 
discharged into the Aral Sea. 

 

 
What is in the news? 
 Exercise KAZIND  
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23. Comoros 
Geography of Comoros 
 The Comoros is an island country in the Indian Ocean located at the northern end of 

the Mozambique Channel off the eastern coast of Africa between the Mozambique 
and Madagascar.  

 
 It comprises three islands and a fourth island of the Comorian archipelago, Mayotte, 

is claimed by the country of Comoros but administered by France. 

 
What is in the news? 
 India and Comoros sign MoUs   
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24. Sierra Leone 

 
Geography of Sierra Leone 
 Sierra Leone is located on the west coast of Africa.  
 Sierra Leone is bordered by Guinea to the north and northeast, Liberia to the south 

and southeast, and the Atlantic Ocean to the west. 
What is in the news? 
 India and Sierra Leone seek to expand bilateral ties  

25. Netherlands 
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Geography of Netherlands 
 The Netherlands is bounded by the North Sea to the north and west, Germany to the 

east, and Belgium to the south. 
 The Netherlands is a very flat country with almost 25% of its land at, or below sea 

level. 
 Large series of outer sea-dikes, and inner canal and river dikes has been constructed 

to protect this fragile land from disastrous flooding by the North Sea. 
 If the Netherlands were to lose the protection of its dunes and dikes, the most 

densely populated part of the country would be inundated.  
 The Netherlands is crossed by hundreds of miles of navigable canals. One of the 

most important is the North Sea Canal 
What is in the news? 
 LOTUS-HR (Local Treatment of Urban Sewage streams for Healthy Reuse plant)  

 

26. Afghanistan 
Geography of Afghanistan 
 Afghanistan, a landlocked republic in Central Asia is bordered 

by Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan to the north, Iran in west, Pakistan in 
east and south and it has a small stretch of border in north east with 
both China and India (disputed because in Pakistan occupied Kashmir). 

 
 Wakhan corridor: It is a narrow strip of territory in Afghanistan, extending 

to China and separating Tajikistan from Pakistan and Kashmir. 
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 Durand Line: It is an international 2,430-kilometre border 
between Afghanistan and Pakistan. It was originally established in 1893 by Mortimer 
Durand, a British diplomat and civil servant of the British Raj. Although the Durand 
Line is internationally recognized as the western border of Pakistan, it remains 
largely unrecognized by Afghanistan. 

 
What is in the news? 
 India’s Afghanistan conundrum   

 

27. Nigeria 
Geography of Nigeria 
 Nigeria is a country in West Africa. 
 Its coast lies on the Gulf of Guinea in the south. 

Niger River: 
 Niger River and Niger delta is the notable geographical feature in Nigeria. 
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 The Niger River is the principal river of West Africa, extending about 4,180 km.  
 Its source is in the Guinea Highlands in south-eastern Guinea.  
 It discharging through a massive delta, known as the Niger Delta into the Gulf of 

Guinea in the Atlantic Ocean. The Niger is the third-longest river in Africa, exceeded 
only by the Nile and the Congo River (also known as the Zaïre River). 

 
What is in the news? 
 Cutting risk: On India’s Anti polio drive   

28. Uzbekistan 
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Geography of Uzbekistan 
 Uzbekistan only Central Asian state to border all of the other four (Turkmenistan to 

the southwest, Kazakhstan to the north, and Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan). 
 It also shares a short border with Afghanistan to the south.  
 Uzbekistan is Aral Sea littoral state. But as it is ainland sea with no direct link to the 

oceans, Uzbekistan is one of only two "doubly landlocked" countries (countries 
completely surrounded by other landlocked countries). The other is Liechtenstein. 

What is in the news? 
 India, Uzbekistan sign three defence MoUs 

29. Jordan 

 
Geography of Jordan 
 Jordan is bounded to the north by Syria, to the east by Iraq, to the southeast and 

south by Saudi Arabia, and to the west by Israel and the West Bank. 
 The West Bank area is so named because it lies just west of the Jordan River. 
 Jordan is not a landlocked country; it has 16 miles of coastline on the Gulf of Aqaba. 

What is in the news? 
 Jordan to retake lands leased by Israel. 

30. Israel 
Geography of Israel 
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 Boundary: Israel is bordered by the Mediterranean Sea, Egypt and Gaza Strip to the 
west, Jordan, West Bank and Syria to the east, Gulf of Aqaba to the south and Lebanon 
to the north. 

 
 Israel is connected to both Mediterranean and Red sea (through Gulf of Aqaba). 
 Dead Sea: The Dead Sea is a Salt Lake bordered by Jordan to the east and Israel and 

the West Bank to the west. It lies in the Jordan Rift Valley, and its main tributary is 
the Jordan River. 

 Sea of Galilee: The Sea of is a freshwater lake in Israel. It is the lowest freshwater 
lake on Earth and the second-lowest lake in the world (after the Dead Sea, a saltwater 
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lake). The lake is fed partly by underground springs but its main source is the Jordan 
River. 

 Golan heights:It is the area captured from Syria and occupied by Israel during the 
1967 Six-Day War, territory which has been administered as part of Israel since 
198.It is Internationally recognized as Syrian territory occupied by Israel. 

 
What is in the news? 
 Jordan to retake lands leased by Israel. 

31. Bolivia 

 
Geography of Bolivia 
 Bolivia is a land locked nation in the South America. 
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 Lake Titicaca: It is a large, deep lake in the Andes on the border of Bolivia and Peru, 
often called the "highest navigable lake" in the world. By volume of water and by 
surface area, it is the largest lake in South America (Lake Maracaiboin Venezuela has 
a larger surface area, but it is a tidal bay, not a lake). 

 One-third of its territory lies in the Andes Mountains and most of the nation’s largest 
cities are located there. 

 

32. New Zealand 
Geography of New Zealand 
 New Zealand is an island country in the South Pacific Ocean.  
 It makes the south-westernmost part of Polynesia. 
 The country comprises two main islands—the North and South islands—and a 

number of small islands, some of them hundreds of miles from the main group. 
 Cook strait separates North and south islands 

 
 New Zealand is part of the Ring of Fire—the circum-Pacific seismic belt marked by 

frequent earthquakes and considerable volcanic activity. 
 Southern Alps and Canterbury plains (Temperate grassland) are the notable 

geographical features of New Zealand 
 New Zealand administers the South Pacific island group of Tokelau and claims a 

section of the Antarctic continent. 
 Niue and the Cook Islands are self-governing states in free association with New 

Zealand. 
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What is in the news? 
 Dairy Industry and FTA   

33. Iraq 
Geography of Iraq 
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 Iraq is bordered to the north by Turkey, to the east by Iran, to the west 
by Syria and Jordan, and to the south by Saudi Arabia and Kuwait.  

 Iraq is not a landlocked country. It has 58 km of coastline along the northern end of 
the Persian Gulf, giving it a tiny sliver of territorial sea. 

 The Tigris and Euphrates are the two main rivers of Iraq. 
What is in the news? 
 Iran launches missiles at US military facilities in Iraq. 

34. Sweden 

 
Geography of Sweden 
 Sweden occupies the greater part of the Scandinavian Peninsula, which it shares 

with Norway. Apart from that Sweden also shares its boundary with Finland.  
 A long coastline forms the country’s eastern border, extending along the Gulf of 

Bothnia and the Baltic Sea.  
 A narrow strait, known as the Sound strait, separates Sweden from Denmark in the 

south. 
What is in the news? 
 India and Sweden sign three agreements. 
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35. Solomon Island 

 

 
Geography of Solomon Island 
 Solomon Islands, country in the south-western Pacific Ocean located northeast of 

Australia. It consists of a double chain of volcanic islands and 
coral atolls in Melanesia. The country comprises most of the Solomons chain, with the 
exception of Buka and Bougainville, two islands at the north-western end that form 
an autonomous region of Papua New Guinea. 

 The Solomon archipelago consists of over 1000 islands, ranging from low-lying coral 
atolls to mountainous High islands, including many volcanoes. 
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 Bougainville Island is the largest in the archipelago. It is the easternmost island 
of Papua New Guinea, in the Solomon Sea.  

What is in the news? 
 Bougainville 

36. Somalia 
Geography of Somalia 
 Somalia is bounded by the Gulf of Aden to the north, by the Indian Ocean to the east, 

by Kenya and Ethiopia to the west, and by Djibouti to the northwest. 
 Somalia, easternmost country of Africa, on the Horn of Africa. It extends from just 

south of the Equator northward to the Gulf of Aden. 
 Equator passes through this country. 

 
 

37. Australia 
Geography of Australia 
 Australia, the smallest continent and one of the largest countries on Earth, lying 

between the Pacific and Indian oceans in the Southern Hemisphere. 
 To the south, Australian jurisdiction extends to the southern extremity of the island 

of Tasmania, and in the north it extends to the southern shores of Papua New Guinea. 
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 Australia is separated from Indonesia by the Timor and Arafura seas, from Papua 
New Guinea by the Coral Sea and the Torres Strait, from the Coral Sea Islands 
Territory by the Great Barrier Reef, from New Zealand by the Tasman Sea, and 
from Antarctica in the far south by the Indian Ocean. 

 Western Australia is a arid region and contains numerous deserts like Gibson desert, 
Great Victoria desert, Simpson desert, etc. 

 Bass Strait separates Tasmania from the Australian mainland.  

 
What is in the news? 
 Australian Bushfires   

 

38. Vietnam 
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Geography of Vietnam 
 It is bordered by China to the north, the South China Sea to the east and south, 

the Gulf of Thailand (Gulf of Siam) to the southwest, and Cambodia and Laos to the 
west. 

 Red (Hong) River in the north and the Mekong River in the south are two most 
important rivers of Vietnam. 

 

39. Yemen 
Geography of Yemen 
 Yemen shares its boundary with Saudi Arabia and Oman. Most of Yemen’s northern 

frontier with Saudi Arabia traverses the great desert of the peninsula, the Rubʿ al-
Khali. 

 Yemen is separated from Africa by Bab el-Mandeb Strait. It is a strait 
between Arabia and Africa that connects the Red Sea with the Gulf of Aden and 
the Indian Ocean. 

 Yemen is bounded to the south by the Gulf of Aden and the Arabian Sea and to the 
west by the Red Sea.  

 Yemen’s territory includes a number of islands as well, including 
the Kamarān group, located in the Red Sea; the Ḥanīsh Islands, in the southern Red 
Sea; Perim Island, in the Bab el-Mandeb Strait,; Socotra, Yemen’s most important 
and largest island, located in the Arabian Sea. 

 
What is in the news? 
 Yemen crisis 

40. Syrian 
Geography of Syria 
Boundary: 
 Syria is located in the Middle East. Syria is bordered by Turkey to the north, Iraq to 

the south and east, Jordan to the south, and Lebanon, Mediterranean Sea and Israel to 
the west. 
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Golan Heights: It is the area captured from Syria and occupied by Israel during the 

1967 Six-Day War, territory which has been administered as part of Israel since 
1981. It is internationally recognized as Syrian territory occupied by Israel. 

 
What is in the news? 
 Syrian crisis   

41. Qatar 
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Geography of Qatar 
 It shares a border with eastern Saudi Arabia where the peninsula connects to the 

mainland. 
 The island country of Bahrain lies some 40 km northwest of Qatar.  
 A territorial dispute with Bahrain was resolved in 2001, when the International 

Court of Justice awarded the Ḥawar Islands to Bahrain and gave 
Qatar sovereignty over Janan Island 

 

42. Venezuela 

 
Geography of Venezuela 
 Venezuela is located at the northern end of South America.  
 It is bounded by the Caribbean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean to the north, Guyana to the 

east, Brazil to the south, and Colombia to the southwest and west. 
 Venezuela incorporates the northern Andean mountain chains, the main portions 

of the Orinoco River basin with its expansive Llanos. 
 Llanos are wide grasslands stretching across northern South America and occupying 

western Venezuela and north-eastern Colombia. 
 Lake Maracaibo: It is a large inlet of the Caribbean Sea, lying in the Maracaibo basin 

of north-western Venezuela. It is the largest Salt Lake in South America.  
 Angel Falls: It is the world’s highest waterfall. It is located in Venezuela 

What is in the news? 
 IMF rejects Venezuela’s $5 bn virus aid request   

 

43. France 
Geography of France 
 It is bordered by Belgium, Luxembourg, Germany, Switzerland, Italy, Spain, and 

Andorra. 
 English Channel: It is a narrow arm of the Atlantic Ocean separating the southern 

coast of England from the northern coast of France and tapering eastward to its 
junction with the North Sea at the Strait of Dover 
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 Monaco is an independent enclave on the south coast, while the island of Corsica in 
the Mediterranean is treated as an integral part of the country. 

 Monaco is an independent enclave on the south coast, while the island of Corsica in 
the Mediterranean is treated as an integral part of the country. 

 Alps and the Pyrenees are the important ranges in France. 

 

 
What is in the news? 
 Indo-French Joint Exercise Shakti-2019  
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