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Correction	

In	Pulse	issue	no:	3	(June	24th	–	June	30th),	under	the	News	in-depth	section,	there	is	a	Hindu	Editorial	
summary	with	the	title:	‘Mohanpura	irrigation	project’	(Page	24).	In	that	summary,	it	is	mentioned	that	
the	Soil	Health	Card	is	issued	every	2	years.	However,	the	fact	is	that	the	‘Soil	Health	Card’	is	issued	in	a	cycle	
of	3	years.	
https://www.india.gov.in/spotlight/soil-health-card#tab=tab-1	
	
We	regret	making	this	mistake.	
	
-R&D	Team	 	
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News	@	a	glance	
Polity	&	Social	Issues	

	

SC	Hearing	on	Article	35A	
Why	in	the	news?	

§ With	 the	 death	 of	 two	militants	 in	 police	
encounter	and	the	issue	of	challenging	the	
Article	35A	in	the	Supreme	Court,	Kashmir	
has	been	particularly	restive.	

§ Most	political	parties	protested	any	move	
to	invalidate	or	modify	the	article.	

What	is	Article	35A?	
§ Article	35A	of	the	Indian	Constitution	is	an	

article	 that	 empowers	 the	 Jammu	 and	
Kashmir	 state's	 legislature	 to	 define	
“permanent	 residents”	 of	 the	 state	 and	
provide	 special	 rights	 and	 privileges	 to	
those	permanent	residents.	

	
Why	 such	 provisions	 only	 for	 Jammu	 and	

Kashmir?	
§ It	is	due	to	the	fact	that	the	state	of	Jammu	

and	 Kashmir	 has	 a	 unique	 special	 status	
that	isn’t	applicable	to	any	other	territory/	
state	of	India.	

§ Such	 provisions	 are	 enshrined	 in	 the	
constitution	 of	 India,	 under	 Articles	 370	
and	 152,	 that	 enable	 a	 separate	
constitution	 for	 J&K	 and	 that	 laws	
applicable	elsewhere	in	the	Union	of	India	
are	not	de	 facto	 applicable	 to	 the	 state	of	
J&K	except	in	the	areas	of	military,	foreign	
relations,	 communication	 and	 economy.	
Such	 laws	 are	 applicable	 only	 with	
concurrence	 of	 the	 state.	 In	 short,	 for	 the	
state	 of	 J&K,	 state	 laws	 generally	 prevail	
over	 central	 laws	 should	 any	 conflict	
between	the	two	arise.	

§ Further,	 this	 shows	 that	 state	 laws	 have	
higher	priority	as	opposed	to	other	states	
where	 central	 laws	 prevail.	 This	 signifies	

considerable	autonomy	that	is	not	enjoyed	
by	any	other	state	in	the	union	of	India.	

	

Extradition	of	Nirav	Modi	
Why	in	the	news?	

§ After	 defrauding	 a	 public	 sector	 bank	
(Punjab	 National	 Bank)	 with	 fraudulent	
letters	 of	 undertaking	 (LoU)	 in	 order	 to	
obtain	loans	to	obtain	loans	to	the	tune	of	
INR	 13,578	 crores,	 jeweler	 tycoon	 Nirav	
Modi	is	absconding	in	the	UK.	

§ As	a	result	of	this,	India	has	requested	the	
UK	to	hand	over	the	fugitive	(the	process	is	
called	extradition)	so	that	he	may	be	tried	
in	 Indian	 courts	 for	 the	 crimes	 and	 the	
money	be	recovered,	which	is	the	money	of	
a	PSU	Bank.	Diplomatic	procedures	in	this	
regard	have	been	initiated	by	India	with	the	
UK.	

§ Such	 a	 move	 comes	 on	 the	 heels	 of	 an	
Interpol	Red	Notice	issued	against	Modi	in	
July	on	India’s	request	on	charges	of	fraud	
and	 money	 laundering,	 which	 inhibits	
movement	 of	 such	 fugitives	 in	 192	
countries.	

	
The	Nirav	Modi	Scam	in	brief	

§ Until	 the	scam,	a	celebrated	 tycoon	 in	 the	
jewellery	business,	Nirav	Modi,	along	with	
Mehul	Choksi,	Nishal	Modi	 and	Ami	Modi	
(all	 relatives)	 obtained	 fraudulent	 Letters	
of	Undertaking	 from	PNB,	which	are	used	
by	 a	 bank’s	 customer	 to	 avail	 short-term	
credit	in	a	foreign	country.		

§ These	transactions	are	not	retail	in	nature	
and	 are	 mostly	 used	 by	 businesses	 for	
import	 of	 goods.	 Consequently,	 they	
cheated	the	bank	to	the	tune	of	more	than	
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INR	 13k	 crores	 and	 escaped	 the	 country	
with	the	money.	

	

RTI	Amendment	
Why	in	the	news?	

§ The	 RTI	 Amendment	 Bill,	 as	 a	 result	 of	
recommendations	of	the	Justice	Srikrishna	
Committee,	 aims	 to	 exempt	 certain	
information	 under	 section	 8	 (such	 as	
personal	information	which	is	irrelevant	to	
public	 interest),	 citing	 reasons	 of	 data	
protection	 and	 privacy,	 which	 results	 in	
causing	more	damage	 that	 exceeds	public	
interests.	 In	 short,	 it	widens	 the	 scope	 to	
deny	 revealing	of	 information	 as	opposed	
to	 the	 relatively	 narrow	 area	 of	 such	
information	denial	of	the	present	act.	

§ The	 Chief	 Information	 Commissioner	 had	
objected	 to	 the	 findings	 of	 the	 Srikrishna	
panel	as	it	was	not	consulted	in	its	sphere	
of	 activity	 and	 highlighted	 that	 the	 very	
wordings	of	the	proposed	amendment	give	
a	 huge	 ambiguity	 in	 their	 interpretation,	
effectively	 leading	 to	 the	 decrease	 of	
powers	of	the	RTI	act.	

	
About	RTI	Act:	

§ Right	to	Information	(RTI)	is	an	Act	of	the	
Parliament	 of	 India	 to	 provide	 for	 setting	
out	 the	 practical	 regime	 of	 the	 right	 to	
information	for	citizens,	where	any	citizen	
of	 India	 may	 request	 information	 from	 a	
public	authority	which	is	required	to	reply	
expeditiously	or	within	thirty	days.	The	Act	
also	 requires	 every	 public	 authority	 to	
computerize	 their	 records	 for	 wide	
dissemination	 and	 to	 proactively	 certain	
categories	 of	 information	 so	 that	 the	
citizens	need	minimum	recourse	to	request	
for	information	formally.	

§ The	act	empowers	citizens	access	to	almost	
all	information	under	public	sphere	except	
sensitive	 information	 that	 relates	 to	 a	
country’s	security.	

	

National	Commission	for	Backward	

Classes	(NCBC)		
What	is	NCBC?	

§ A	 permanent	 body	 in	 the	 nature	 of	 a	
Commission	 or	 Tribunal	 for	 entertaining,	
examining	 and	 recommending	 upon	
requests	 for	 inclusion	 and	 complaints	 of	
over-inclusion	 and	 under-inclusion	 in	 the	
list	of	OBCs.	

§ The	 Commission	 was	 created	 due	 to	 the	
judgement	passed	in	the	Indra	Sawhney	&	
Ors.	Vs.	Union	of	India	case	which	led	to	the	
enactment	of	the	National	Commission	for	
Backward	Classes	Act,	1993.	

Composition	&	Term		
§ 5	Members		

o A	Chairperson	(who	is	or	has	been	
a	judge	of	SC	or	HC)	

o A	social	scientist	
o 2	 persons	 who	 have	 special	

knowledge	 in	 matters	 relating	 to	
backward	classes	

o A	Member-Secretary,	who	is	or	has	
been	 an	 officer	 of	 the	 Central	
Government	 in	 the	 rank	 of	 a	
Secretary	 to	 the	 Government	 of	
India.	

§ Their	term	is	of	Three	years.	
Why	in	the	news?	

§ As	the	123rd	constitutional	amendment	bill	
is	 passed	 in	 the	 parliament,	 a	 dedicated	
panel	to	address	all	issues	pertaining	to	the	
Other	Backward	Classes	(OBCs)	becomes	a	
reality	 due	 to	 the	 establishment	 of	 a	
National	Commission	for	Backward	Classes	
(NCBC).	

§ Earlier,	 all	 such	 grievances	 were	 handled	
by	 the	National	Commission	of	 Scheduled	
Castes	 and	 the	 present	 NCBC	 panel	 was	
tasked	 only	 with	 the	 inclusion	 and	
exclusion	of	castes	on	social	and	economic	
lines.	

§ The	 mandate	 gives	 more	 powers	 to	 the	
NCBC,	relieving	the	SC	Commission	of	some	
burden	and	is	beneficial	as	the	panels	can	
concentrate	better	on	issues	relating	to	the	
respective	peoples	under	the	categories.	

	

HIV/AIDS	
What	are	they?		

§ HIV/AIDS	 are	 the	 acronym	 for	 Human	
Immunodeficiency	 Virus/	 Acquired	
Immunodeficiency	 Syndrome,	 the	 disease	
attacks	a	person’s	immune	system,	making	
the	body	vulnerable	to	diseases.	Not	all	HIV	
cases	result	in	AIDS.		
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§ Usage	 of	 shared	 syringes,	 razors,	
Prostitution,	 Unprotected	 and	 unnatural	
sex	are	the	biggest	sources	of	HIV.	

§ There	is	no	cure	at	present.	However	Anti-
Retroviral	 Therapy	 exists	 to	 delay	 the	
onset	 of	 AIDS	 for	 HIV	 infected	 patients.	
AIDS	 is	 the	 final	 stage	 of	 infection	
eventually	 resulting	 in	 a	 patient’s	 death	
due	 to	 increased	 vulnerability	 to	 other	
diseases.			

§ India	 has	 one	 of	 the	 highest	 number	 of	
persons	with	the	infection.	

What’s	in	the	news?	

§ As	 India	aims	 to	cut	 its	disease	burden	of	
HIV/AIDS	 and	 is	 quite	 successful	 in	 its	
mission,	 it	 has	 been	 observed	 that	 three	
northeastern	states	(Mizoram,	Meghalaya,	
Tripura)	 have	 shown	 increase	 in	 the	
disease’s	incidence.	

§ This	is	mainly	due	to	the	proximity	to	the	
“golden	 triangle”,	an	area	covering	 India’s	
North	 East	 and	 extending	 into	 Myanmar	
and	 beyond,	 a	 known	 area	 for	 narcotics	
peddling	 and	 abuse,	 where	 drug	 abusers	
share	 syringes	 resulting	 in	 the	 spread	 of	
infection.	

§ The	 other	 reason	 is	 the	 prevalence	 of	
unsafe	sexual	practices.	

	

Juvenile	Justice	Act,	2015	
Scope	of	the	Bill	

§ The	Bill	replaces	the	Juvenile	Justice	(Care	
and	Protection	of	Children)	Act,	2000.			

§ It	 addresses	 children	 in	 conflict	 with	 law	
and	 children	 in	 need	 of	 care	 and	
protection.		

§ The	Bill	permits	juveniles	between	the	ages	
of	 16-18	 years	 to	 be	 tried	 as	 adults	 for	
heinous	offences.	

§ Eligibility	 of	 adoptive	 parents	 and	 the	
procedure	for	adoption	have	been	included	
in	the	Bill	

§ Penalties	 for	 cruelty	 against	 a	 child,	
offering	a	narcotic	substance	to	a	child,	and	
abduction	 or	 selling	 a	 child	 have	 been	
prescribed.	

Why	in	the	news?	

§ An	 amendment	 proposed	 by	 the	Ministry	
for	 Women	 and	 Child	 Development	 in	
order	 to	 eliminate	 pendency	 of	 adoption	
cases	 by	 giving	 the	 district	 magistrate	
authority	to	grant	adoptive	orders	has	been	
passed,	transferring	the	power	from	courts.	

§ The	 bill	 is	 applicable	 to	 domestic	 and	
international	adoption	applications.	

Significance	of	the	move	

§ The	 present	 system	 involving	 courts	 are	
leading	to	inordinate	delays	to	such	cases.	
The	 proposed	 amendment	 cuts	 short	 the	
legal	 complications	 and	 time	 in	disposing	
off	such	applications	by	transferring	some	
powers	to	the	district	courts.	

	
	

CAG	
About	CAG	

§ The	 Comptroller	 and	 Auditor	 General	
(CAG)	of	 India	is	an	authority	established	
by	Article	148	of	the	Constitution	of	India,	
which	audits	all	 receipts	and	expenditure	
of	 the	 Government	 of	 India	 and	 the	 state	
governments,	 including	 those	 of	 bodies	
and	 authorities	 substantially	 financed	 by	
the	government.	

§ 	The	 CAG	 is	 also	 the	 external	 auditor	 of	
Government-owned	 corporations	 and	
conducts	 supplementary	 audit	 of	
government	 companies,	 i.e.,	 any	 non-
banking/	non-insurance	company	in	which	
Union	Government	has	an	equity	share	of	
at	 least	 51	 per	 cent	 or	 subsidiary	
companies	 of	 existing	 government	
companies.	

§ 	The	 reports	 of	 the	 CAG	 are	 taken	 into	
consideration	 by	 the	 Public	 Accounts	
Committees	 (PACs)	 and	 Committees	 on	
Public	 Undertakings	 (COPUs),	 which	 are	
special	 committees	 in	 the	 Parliament	 of	
India	and	the	state	legislatures.	The	CAG	is	
also	 the	 head	 of	 the	 Indian	 Audit	 and	
Accounts	Department,	the	affairs	of	which	
are	 managed	 by	 officers	 of	 Indian	 Audit	
and	Accounts	Service,	and	has	over	58,000	
employees	across	the	country.	

Why	in	the	news?	
§ The	 CAG	 has	 given	multiple	 reports	 with	

regards	 to	 the	 performance	 of	 various	
government-controlled	institutions.	

On	Railways	

§ Coming	down	heavily	on	the	inefficiencies	
of	 the	 railways,	 the	 CAG	 criticized	 the	
railways	 for	 its	 focus	 on	 improving	mere	
appearance	 of	 railway	 stations	 and	
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passenger	facilities	and	neglecting	the	most	
important	factors	that	include	removing	of	
constraints	 to	 punctuality	 of	 trains,	
increasing	platform	lengths,	enhancing	and	
optimizing	yard	utilities.	

§ The	fact	that	the	railways,	despite	being	a	
monopoly	and	covering	almost	all	areas	of	
the	country	is	accruing	losses	prompted	the	
CAG	 to	 find	 the	 areas	 due	 to	 which	 the	
railways	are	running	into	losses.	

On	Coast	Guard	

§ The	 CAG	 found	 serious	 lapses	 in	
infrastructure	and	efficiency	 in	 the	 Indian	
Coast	Guard.	

§ It	 found	 that	 adequate	 number	 of	 air	
stations	and	enclaves,	berthing	facilities	for	
patrol	vessels.	

§ It	 suggested	 that	 in	 order	 to	 acquire	
adequate	 land	 for	 the	 purposes,	 it	 could	
request	the	navy.	

	
	

Adultery	–	Civil	or	Criminal?	
What	is	Adultery?	

§ It	 is	 the	 consensual	 sexual	 relations	
between	a	person	who	 is	married	 and	an	
unmarried	person.		

§ Globally	 adultery	has	been	dealt	 either	 in	
civil	 law	 or	 criminal	 law	depending	 upon	
the	 interpretation	 of	 the	 laws	 of	 the	
respective	 country	 in	 which	 the	 crime	 is	
committed.	

Why	in	the	news?	

§ The	 CJI	 Dipak	 Misra	 has	 observed	 that	
adultery,	which	is	a	civil	wrong	has	a	civil	
remedy	of	divorce	and	can’t	be	treated	as	a	
crime	that	is	to	be	dealt	under	criminal	law	
attracting	a	punishment	of	5	years	in	jail.	

§ The	 CJI	 clearly	 drew	 a	 line	 between	
adultery	 and	 rape	 and	 opined	 that	 the	
former	was	consensual	and	hence	needs	to	
be	dealt	in	the	civil	sphere	while	the	latter	
is	against	one’s	will	and	hence	amounts	to	
crime	for	which	criminal	remedies	exist.	

	

Criminalisation	of	Politics	
What	is	it?	

§ It	 is	 the	 scenario	 where	 criminals	
increasingly	 enter	 politics	 and	 even	 get	
elected	to	legislatures.	

§ This	 phenomenon	 is	 primarily	 a	 result	 of	
the	 nexus	 between	 criminals	 and	
politicians	

§ 7	per	 cent	 of	 5,380	 candidates	 contesting	
the	Lok	Sabha	election	2014	have	declared	
criminal	 charges	 in	 their	 affidavits	
submitted	to	the	Election	Commission	

Why	in	the	news?	

§ Expressing	great	dismay	over	the	issue	of	
criminals	 running	 for	 elections	 to	 the	
Parliament	 and/or	 State	 Assemblies	 and	
realizing	 its	 limitations	 in	 government	
processes	 such	 as	 legislation,	 the	 SC	
exhorted	 the	 government	 to	 devise	 a	
mechanism	 to	 keep	 such	 thugs	 far	 away	
from	 the	 legislative	 and	 executive	
processes	as	this	sets	a	very	bad	example	
to	the	Indian	society	and	India’s	image.	

§ The	 viable	 solution	 to	 this	 is	 the	
establishment	 of	 fast	 track	 courts	
dedicated	 to	 try	 cases	 relating	 to	
politicians	 as	 stated	 by	 the	 AG,	 KK	
Venugopal.	

	
Context	

§ It	 has	 come	 under	 increased	 observation	
that	a	considerable	number	of	members	in	
legislatures	 are	 involved/	 accused	 in	 a	
string	 of	 crimes	 such	 as	 fraud,	 rape,	
murders,	goondaism,	etc.		

§ The	 present	 mechanisms	 such	 as	 the	
Whistleblowers	 Protection	 Act	 offer	 little	
protection	to	witnesses.		

§ Further	 that	 the	 principle	 that	 no	 one	 is	
guilty	until	proved	provides	a	lot	of	cover	to	
such	 politicians,	 who	 misuse	 and	 abuse	
legal	loopholes	to	get	cases	against	them	to	
get	closed	or	delayed	indefinitely.		

§ This	problem	is	further	complicated	by	our	
lengthy	 and	 time-consuming	 judicial	
procedures.	
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Triple	Talaq	Bill	
What	is	Triple	Talaq?	

§ Also	 known	 as	 Talaq-e-biddat,	 it	 is	 the	
divorce	 procedure	 followed	 by	 certain	
Muslims	 where	 the	 husband	 needs	 to	
merely	say	the	word	talaq	thrice	in-order	to	
divorce	his	wife.	

§ It	 does	 not	 require	 any	 reason	 for	 its	
invocation.	

Triple	Talaq	Bill	

§ The	Muslim	Women	 (Protection	of	Rights	
on	Marriage)	Bill,	2017,	commonly	referred	
as	 the	 Triple	 Talaq	 Bill	 makes	 all	
declaration	of	talaq,	including	in	written	or	
electronic	 form,	 to	 be	 void	 (i.e.	 not	
enforceable	in	law)	and	illegal.		

§ The	 Bill	 makes	 declaration	 of	 talaq	 a	
cognizable	 and	 non-bailable	 offence.		 A	
cognizable	offence	is	one	for	which	a	police	
officer	 may	 arrest	 an	 accused	 person	
without	 warrant.		 A	 husband	 declaring	
talaq	 can	 be	 imprisoned	 for	 up	 to	 three	
years	along	with	a	fine.	

§ A	Muslim	woman	against	whom	talaq	has	
been	 declared,	 is	 entitled	 to	 seek	
subsistence	 allowance	 from	 her	 husband	
for	herself	and	for	her	dependent	children.	

She	 is	also	entitled	 to	seek	custody	of	her	
minor	children.	

Why	in	the	news?	

§ Three	amendments	were	accepted	 for	 the	
bill	by	the	government	

§ Firstly,	while	the	proposed	law	will	remain	
non-bailable,	 (bail	 cannot	 be	 granted	 by	
police	 at	 the	 police	 station	 itself)	 the	
accused	approach	a	magistrate	even	before	
trial	to	seek	bail.	

§ However,	the	magistrate	would	ensure	that	
the	bail	 is	granted	only	after	 the	husband	
agrees	to	grant	compensation	to	the	wife	as	
provided	in	the	bill.	

§ This	 is	 done	 to	 protect	 the	 rights	 and	
interests	of	Muslim	women.	

§ Secondly,	the	police	and	file	and	FIR	only	if	
the	victim	(wife)	or	her	blood	relatives	or	
people	who	became	her	relatives	by	virtue	
of	her	marriage	approaches	them.	

§ This	 is	 done	 to	 check	 misuse	 of	 the	
‘cognizable	offense’	clause	by	any	random	
person.		

§ Thirdly,	 the	 amendment	 makes	 instant	
triple	talaq	‘compoundable’,	which	means,	
a	 magistrate	 is	 now	 empowered	 to	 settle	
the	marital	dispute.		

§ Because	it	 is	 ‘compoundable’,	both	parties	
can	withdraw	their	case	at	their	liberty.	
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Economy	
	

GST	amendments	for	MSME	
Setback	for	MSME	

§ The	Micro	 Small	and	Medium	Enterprises	
(MSME)	 sector	 accounts	 for	 a	 major	
component	 of	 India’s	 exports	 and	 gives	
huge	employment	opportunities.	

§ The	MSME	sector	 and	 small	 traders	 faced	
serious	setbacks	due	to	the	implementation	
of	GST.		

§ Any	 impact	 on	 this	 sector	 directly	 has	
consequences	in	exports	and	employment.	
The	 government	 hence,	 considers	 aiding	
this	sector	a	priority.	

What’s	in	the	news?	

§ Addressing	 the	 concerns	 of	 the	 MSME	
sector	 and	 small	 traders,	 the	 government	
has	mooted	4	amendments	in	the	GST	Laws	
to	 simplify	 filing	of	 returns	and	 increased	
the	turnover	threshold	to	INR	1.5	crore	for	
those	to	avail	the	composition	scheme.	

§ These	 include	 the	 following	amendments:	
The	 Central	 GST	 (Amendment)	 Bill,	 the	
Integrated	GST	(Amendment)	Bill,	the	GST	
(Compensation	to	States)	Amendment	Bill	
and	the	Union	Territory	GST	(Amendment)	
Bill.	

	

Tariffs	–	As	a	tool	in	trade	war	
What	are	Tariffs?	

§ They	are	typically	a	trade	barrier	imposed	
on	foreign	goods	coming	into	a	country	to	
protect	 indigenous	 industries	 and	
businesses	against	products	that	are	more	
expensive	in	origin	countries	but	are	made	
cheaper	in	their	target	destination	with	the	
aim	 to	 capture	 the	 market	 of	 the	
destination.		

§ This	 can	 result	 in	 the	 disruption	 of	 local	
industry	 and	 businesses	 as	 the	market	 is	
flooded	with	cheap	foreign	goods.	

§ To	prevent	such	situations,	the	destination	
country	 imposes	 additional	 taxes	 on	 the	
incoming	product	in-order	to	raise	its	price	
to	the	level	or	above	the	prevailing	market	
prices.	

Why	in	the	news?	

§ As	 a	 reciprocal	 measure	 to	 US	 imposing	
tariffs	on	steel	and	aluminum	imports	into	
it,	particularly	affecting	Chinese,	Indian	and	
European	 industries,	 India	 decided	 to	
impose	tariffs	on	some	US	products,	mainly	
agricultural	 produce	 such	 as	 apples,	

walnuts	and	almonds	effective	September	
18th.	

Background	

§ The	 US	 is	 increasingly	 having	 wide	
differences	with	principal	trading	partners	
such	as	China,	India	over	a	host	of	issues	in	
international	trade.	

	

U.S.-China	trade	war	
US-China	trade	war	scenario	

§ The	 USA	 has	 imposed	 duties	 on	 Chinese	
imports	into	its	territory	with	the	intention	
to	 punish	 China	 for	 abusing	 American	
intellectual-property	 rights	 and	 other	
unfair	 trade	 practices	 that	 includes	
currency	manipulation	of	 the	 renminbi	 to	
facilitate	cheaper	exports	to	the	US.	

§ President	 Trump	 also	 has	 signalled	 he	
wants	 to	 reduce	 America’s	 $376-billion	
trade	deficit	in	goods	with	China		

	
Why	in	the	news?	

§ The	 Confederation	 of	 Indian	 Industries	
(CII)	 has	 opined	 that	 the	 US-China	 trade	
war	can	be	positive	for	India	

§ As	they	exchange	fire	at	the	other	in	trade	
by	imposing	tariffs	on	the	other’s	products	
in	 their	 countries,	 India	 may	 have	 an	
opportunity	 to	 boost	 its	 exports	 to	 these	
countries	 simply	 for	 the	 reason	 of	 much	
lower	 tariffs	 for	 Indian	products	 in	 these	
countries.	

§ The	focus	is	on	industries	such	as	apparels,	
pumps,	 footwear,	 toys,	 vehicle	 parts,	
engineering	goods,	etc.	where	India	has	an	
edge	in	competitiveness.	

Confederation	of	Indian	Industry	(CII)	

§ CII	 is	 a	 non-government,	 not-for-profit,	
industry-led	 and	 industry-managed	
organization,	founded	in	1895	

§ It	 has	 members	 from	 private	 as	 well	 as	
public	sectors,	including	SMEs	and	MNCs	

§ It	 works	 with	 the	 government	 on	 policy	
issues	and	economic	reforms.	
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§ CII	played	a	role	in	the	1991	liberalisation	
of	the	Indian	Economy.	

	

Solar	safeguard	duty	
What	is	it?	

§ The	government	 intends	 to	 impose	 tariffs	
in	 solar	 cell	 imports	 from	 China	 and	
Malaysia	 to	 the	 tune	 of	 25%	 and	
subsequent	reduction	by	5%		

§ This	is	proposed	to	safeguard	the	domestic	
solar	 industry	 as	 they	 suffer	 huge	 losses	
due	to	such	cheap	imports	

What	about	solar	energy	targets?	

§ Such	a	policy	is	predicted	to	disrupt	India’s	
renewable	energy	targets	in	solar	power.			

§ This	 is	 due	 to	 the	 fact	 that	 solar	 energy	
harnessing	equipment	have	been	imported	
in	 large	 quantities	 at	 cheaper	 rates	 and	
such	tariffs	will	increase	project	cost.	

Are	the	local	industries	actually	protected?	
§ Even	 with	 such	 trade	 barriers	 aimed	 to	

protect	 local	 industries,	 it	 is	believed	 that	
such	 mechanism	 may	 not	 protect	 local	
industries	 and	 hence	 desired	 objectives	
may	not	be	achieved.	

	

LoUs,	LoCs	
What	is	LoC	and	LoUs?	

§ Letter	 of	 Undertaking	 (LoU)	 is	 a	 bank	
guarantee	and	is	issued	for	overseas	import	
payments.	A	bank,	while	issuing	LoUs	for	a	
client,	 agrees	 to	 repay	 the	 principal	 and	
interest	 on	 the	 client's	 loan	
unconditionally.	

§ Letter	of	credit	(LoC)	is	a	letter	issued	by	a	
bank	 to	another	bank	(especially	one	 in	a	
different	country)	 to	serve	as	a	guarantee	
for	 payments	made	 to	 a	 specified	 person	
under	specified	conditions.	

§ In	many	cases	they	may	sound	the	same	but	
they	 have	minor	 variations	depending	 on	
nature	of	transaction.	

§ After	 the	 uncovering	 of	 the	 recent	 PNB	
fraud,	the	RBI	stopped	the	issuance	of	LoUs	
and	LoCs.	

Why	in	the	news?	

§ Taking	into	consideration	all	stakeholders’	
opinions	 regarding	 the	 stopping	 of	 the	
issuance	 of	 LoUs/LoCs,	 a	 parliamentary	
committee	 constituted	 to	 study	 the	 issue	
has	 concluded	 that	 RBI	 should	 restart	
issuing	LoU/LoC	

§ 	The	discontinuance	had	caused	increase	in	
credit	cost	of	2-2.5%.	Increased	cost	results	
directly	 affect	 competitiveness,	 which	
finally	has	an	effect	on	jobs.	

§ The	MSME	 is	 the	most	 vulnerable	 in	 this	
aspect.		

Magnitude	of	bank	frauds	

§ As	a	result	of	frauds	committed,	banks	have	
taken	 a	 blow	 (especially	 Public	 sector	
banks)	 to	the	 tune	of	Rs.	70,000	crores	 in	
the	last	3	years.	

Impact	of	such	fraudulent	activities	

§ This	 has	 negatively	 affected	 the	 financial	
health	 of	 the	 banks,	 which	 are	 already	
suffering	due	to	stressed	assets,	caused	by	
aggressive	 lending	 practices,	 willful	
default,	 loan	 frauds,	 corruption	 and	
economic	slowdown.			

§ Such	 cases	 reduce	 the	 credibility	 of	 the	
banking	 sector	 besides	 makes	 it	 more	
difficult	 for	 industries	 to	 avail,	 access	 or	
afford	economic	capital.	

	

PNB	posts	INR	940	cr.	loss	on	higher	

provisioning	
Provisioning	

§ Provisioning	 is	 a	 part	 of	 the	 RBI’s	
prudential	 regulation	 norm,	 designed	 to	
tackle	the	NPA	or	bad	assets	problem.	

§ Under	provisioning,	banks	have	to	set	aside	
or	 provide	 funds	 to	 a	 prescribed	
percentage	of	their	bad	assets.		

§ The	percentage	of	bad	asset	that	has	to	be	
‘provided	 for’	 is	 called	 provisioning	
coverage	ratio.	

§ The	 provisioning	 coverage	 ratio	 is	 the	
percentage	of	bad	assets	that	the	bank	has	
to	 provide	 for	 (keep	 money)	 from	 their	
own	funds	–most	probably	profit.	

§ For	 example,	 if	 the	provisioning	 coverage	
ratio	is	70%	for	a	particular	category	of	bad	
loans,	 banks	 have	 to	 set	 aside	 funds	
equivalent	to	70%	those	bad	assets	out	of	
their	profits	

	
Why	in	the	news?	

§ As	 a	 result	 of	 provisioning	 of	 bad	 debts	
such	 as	 the	Nirav	Modi	scam	that	 rocked	
the	 Punjab	 National	 Bank,	 the	 bank	
projected	an	overall	loss	of	INR	940	crores.	
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IMF	on	PSBs	
What	is	the	IMF?	

§ It	 is	 the	 acronym	 for	 International	
Monetary	Fund.		

§ It	 is	 an	 international	 organization	
headquartered	 in	 Washington,	 D.C.,	
consisting	 of	 "189	 countries	 working	 to	
foster	global	monetary	cooperation,	secure	
financial	 stability,	 facilitate	 international	
trade,	 promote	 high	 employment	 and	
sustainable	 economic	 growth,	 and	 reduce	
poverty	around	the	world.	

§ It	was	first	conceived	in	the	UN	conference	
in	Bretton	Woods,	U.S	in	1944.	

Why	in	the	news?	

§ The	IMF	weighed	in	the	condition	of	India’s	
PSBs.	

§ It	says	that,	in	order	to	develop	a	sound	and	
resilient	 banking	 system,	 increased	
efficient	bank	operations,	more	disciplined	
lending	and	strengthening	governance	that	
include	 giving	 board	 level	 autonomy	 and	
privatization	are	required.	

	

Surge	in	IIP		
About	IIP	

§ The	Index	of	Industrial	Production	(IIP)	is	
an	 index	 for	 India	 which	 details	 out	 the	
growth	 of	 various	 sectors	 in	 an	 economy	
such	 as	 mineral	 mining,	 electricity	 and	
manufacturing.		

§ The	 all	 India	 IIP	 is	 a	 composite	 indicator	
that	 measures	 the	 short-term	 changes	 in	
the	 volume	 of	 production	 of	 a	 basket	 of	
industrial	 products	during	 a	 given	period	
with	respect	to	that	in	a	chosen	base	period.	

§ 	It	 is	 compiled	 and	 published	monthly	 by	
the	 central	 statistical	 organisation	 (CSO),	
Ministry	 of	 Statistics	 and	 Programme	
Implementation	 six	 weeks	 after	 the	
reference	month	ends.	

Why	in	the	news?	

§ After	months	of	low	to	stagnant	growth,	the	
Index	of	Industrial	Production	(IIP)	noted	a	
7%	 increase	 in	 growth	 in	 infrastructure,	
capital	 goods,	 consumer	goods,	 electricity	
and	manufacturing	sectors	in	June.	

§ This	 is	 possibly	 because	 of	 the	 increased	
government	spending.		

§ However,	consumer	non-durables	grew	by	
a	 paltry	 0.47%.	 Consumer	 non-durables	
are	 products	 which	 has	 an	 expected	 life-
span	 of	 less	 than	 3	 years.	 	 Eg:	 Garments,	
medicines,	cosmetics	etc.	

	

Ethanol	Blending	
What	is	ethanol	blending?	

§ Ethanol	blending	is	the	practice	of	blending	
petrol	with	ethanol.	

§ This	has	two	advantages:	The	resultant	fuel	
is	cleaner	as	it	gives	off	less	pollutants	and	
it	 cuts	 our	 petrol	 consumption,	 saving	 us	
import	costs.	

§ The	practice	of	blending	ethanol	started	in	
India	 in	 2001.	 By	 2003,	 the	 Government	
mandated	 blending	 of	 5%	 ethanol	 with	
petrol	 in	9	States	and	4	Union	Territories	
and	 subsequently	mandated	5%	 blending	
of	ethanol	with	petrol	on	an	all-India	basis	
in	November	2006	 (except	 the	north	 east	
states)	

§ Ethanol	 blending	 first	 found	 mention	 in	
the	Auto	fuel	policy	of	2003	

§ It	 is	 estimated	 that	 a	 5%	 blending	 (105	
crore	 litres)	 can	 result	 in	 replacement	 of	
around	1.8	million	Barrels	of	crude	oil		

Why	ethanol?	

§ Ethanol,	 also	known	as	Ethyl	 alcohol,	 is	 a	
clean	 energy	 source	 that	 is	 highly	
inflammable	giving	out	carbon	dioxide	and	
water,	leaving	no	residue.	

§ It	 can	 be	 easily	 produced	 from	 natural	
sources	 such	 as	 sugarcane	 or	 can	 be	
artificially	prepared.	

§ Ethanol	 can	be	produced	 from	sugarcane,	
maize,	 wheat,	 etc	which	 are	 having	 high	
starch	content.	 In	 India,	ethanol	 is	mainly	
produced	 from	 sugarcane	 molasses	 by	
fermentation	process.		

															 	
Why	in	the	news?	

§ In	 its	 push	 towards	 environmentally	
friendly	 energy	 alternatives	 and	
sustainable	 development	 besides	 cutting	
down	of	fossil	fuel	consumption	leading	to	
saving	 of	 foreign	 exchange	 and	 aiding	 its	
environment	 commitments,	 India	
envisions	 to	 triple	 its	 ethanol	 production	
by	2022.	

§ This	 was	 stated	 on	 August	 10,	 also	
celebrated	as	World	Biofuels	Day.	
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§ India	aims	to	build	12	refineries	at	a	cost	of	
INR	 10000	 crores	 and	 achieve	 ethanol	
blending	in	petrol	from	10%	to	20%.	

	

RBI	report	on	remittances	
What	are	remittances?	

§ A	 remittance	 is	 the	 funds	
an	expatriate	sends	to	his	or	her	country	of	
origin	 via	 wire,	 mail,	 or	 online	 transfer.	
These	 peer-to-peer	 transfers	 of	 funds	
across	borders	are	economically	significant	
for	many	of	the	countries	that	receive	them.	

§ India	 is	 the	 world's	 leading	 receiver	
of	remittances,	claiming	more	than	12%	of	
the	world's	remittances	in	2015	

§ As	of	2017,	India	is	still	the	largest	receiver	
of	remittances	amounting	to	$69	Billion.		

Why	in	the	news?	

§ UAE	is	the	largest	source	of	inward	foreign	
remittances	to	India	in	2016-17		

§ UAE,	 US,	 Saudi	 Arabia,	 Qatar	 and	 Kuwait	
were	 the	 principle	 source	 of	 remittances	
into	India.	

§ Kerala	 is	 the	 top	 receiver	 of	 foreign	
remittances,	 followed	 by	 Maharashtra,	
Karnataka,	Tamil	Nadu	and	Delhi.	

§ Private	 banks	 received	 the	 majority	 of	
remittances,	followed	by	public	banks	and	
foreign	banks.	

How	is	the	money	used?	

§ The	 money	 was	 mainly	 used	 for	
consumption	 expenditure,	 bank	 deposits	
and	share/property	investments.	
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International	Relations	
	

Latin	America-India	Ties	
Where	is	‘Latin	America’?	

§ Latin	 America	is	 generally	 understood	 to	
consist	 of	 the	 entire	 continent	 of	 South	
America	 in	 addition	 to	 Mexico,	 Central	
America,	and	 the	 islands	of	 the	Caribbean	
whose	 inhabitants	 speak	 a	Romance	
language.	

§ Brazil	is	the	largest	among	the	20	sovereign	
Latin	 American	 territories	 and	 together	
they	all	make	up	to	13%	of	the	world’s	land	
area.	

	
What	is	a	Romance	Language?	

§ Romance	languages,	are	a	group	of	related	
languages	 all	 derived	 from	Vulgar	Latin,	a	
hypothetic	 nonstandard	 form	of	Latin	
spoken	in	the	Mediterranean	region	during	
and	after	the	classical	period	of	the	Roman	
Empire,	 within	 historical	 times	 and	
forming	a	subgroup	of	 the	Italic-branch	of	
the	Indo-European	language	family.		

§ The	 major	 languages	 of	 the	 family	
include	French,	Italian,	Spanish,	Portugues
e,	and	Romanian	

Why	in	the	news?	

§ Reminding	 India	 of	 its	 commitments	 to	
open	 embassies	 in	 key	 Latin	 American	
countries,	 diplomats	 of	 the	 region	 urged	
India	to	open	embassies	in	more	countries	
there	even	as	India	increases	its	diplomatic	
coverage	with	 the	world,	most	notably	 in	
Africa.	

§ Latin	 American	 countries	 such	 as	 Bolivia,	
Uruguay,	Costa	Rica,	Paraguay	and	Ecuador	
have	diplomatic	missions	in	India	but	India	
doesn’t	 have	 embassies	 in	 any	 of	 these	
countries.	

§ They	 urged	 for	 more	 interaction	 from	
India’s	 side,	 which	 can	 be	 achieved	 by	
reciprocating	 the	 diplomatic	 initiatives	
such	 as	 opening	 of	 embassies	 in	 those	
places.	

	

Hotline	for	Armies	
What	is	a	Hotline?	

§ It	 is	 a	 direct	 telephone	 line	 set	 up	 for	 a	
specific	 purpose,	 especially	 for	 use	 in	
emergencies	 or	 for	 communication	
between	 heads	 of	 government/military	
establishments	

Why	in	the	news?	

§ To	placate	any	animosity	between	the	two	
nations,	 India	 is	 mulling	 over	 the	 idea	 of	
setting	up	a	hotline	with	China,	in-order	for	
their	 armies	 to	 directly	 have	 peer	 –	 peer	
contact	amongst	the	chiefs.	

Need	for	this	
§ India	 and	 China	 have	 had	 a	 history	 of	

strained	relations	since	the	Sino-India	war	
of	1962	and	ongoing	border	disputes.	

§ The	most	recent	being	the	Doklam	Standoff	
(refer	 earlier	 material)	 led	 to	 the	 two	
nations	to	think	to	scale	down	such	hostile	
break-outs	that	seem	to	appear	every	now	
and	 then	and	bridge	 communication	gaps	
so	 that	one	doesn’t	 look	at	the	other	with	
suspicion.	

	
	

China-Pakistan	 Economic	 Corridor	

(CPEC)	
CPEC	

§ It	is	a	part	of	the	One	Belt	One	Road	Policy	
of	 China	 (OBOR),	 that	 links	 Kashgar,	
Xingjian	 in	 China	 to	 Gwadar	 Port	 in	
Pakistan,	 passing	 through	 Pakistan	
occupied	Kashmir.	

§ The	OBOR	aims	to	link	China	with	Europe	
via	 Central	 Asia,	 transporting	 goods	 and	
services	 from	 one	 part	 to	 other	 with	 the	
aim	 of	 reaping	 massive	 economic	
dividends.	
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Why	in	the	news?	

§ As	 of	 today,	 the	 Pakistani	 economy	
seriously	 needs	 a	 bailout	 package	 as	 it	
stares	at	a	Balance	of	Payments	crisis	

§ And	 in	 this	 context,	 the	 government	 has	
justified	its	decision	in	engaging	with	China	
in	 the	 China-Pakistan	 Economic	 Corridor	
(CPEC),	and	stressed	the	importance	of	the	
project	 for	 the	 economic	 prosperity	 of	
Pakistan.	

§ When	questions	were	raised	with	regards	
to	 the	project	creating	more	debts	 for	 the	
country,	Pakistan	denied	such	claims.		

§ It	 has	 re-affirmed	 that	 cost	 effective	
economic	arrangements	and	funding	from	
China	 had	 not	 put	 Pakistan	 in	 any	 debt	
obligation.	
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Science	&	Technology	
	

RISECREEK	
What	is	it?	

§ It	is	an	Indian-designed,	industry-standard	
microprocessor,	designed	by	student	team	
at	 IIT	Madras,	under	Shakti	project	of	 the	
institute.		

§ The	chip	will	run	on	Linux	OS	and	is	being	
fabricated	 at	 a	 facility	 in	 Oregon,	 USA	 for	
free	of	cost.	

Significance		

§ Its	 significance	 lies	 in	 its	 employability	 in	
defence	and	satellite	system	due	to	its	high	
efficiency	and	computing	speeds.	

§ Since	the	entire	design	has	been	developed	
in-house,	 it	 is	 extremely	 difficult	 for	 a	
foundry	 to	 add	 backdoors	 or	 security	
vulnerabilities.	

	
	

Chandrayaan	2	
What	is	it?	

§ It	is	India's	second	mission	to	the	Moon,	a	
totally	 indigenous	 mission	 comprising	 of	
an	Orbiter,	Lander	and	Rover.	

§ After	reaching	the	100	km	lunar	orbit,	the	
Lander	 housing	 the	 Rover	 will	 separate	
from	 the	 Orbiter.	 After	 a	 controlled	
descent,	 the	 Lander	 will	 soft	 land	 on	 the	
lunar	surface	at	a	specified	site	and	deploy	
a	Rover.	

Objectives	

§ Remote	 Sensing,	 Planetary	 Science	
(Mineralogical	and	Elemental	Studies	of	the	
Lunar	Surface)	

Why	in	the	news?	

§ India’s	Chandrayaan	2	mission	 is	delayed	
until	January	2019	for	further	research	to	
cut	any	risk	of	failure	as	a	result	of	setbacks	
in	 its	 last	 two	 missions-	 the	 launch	 of	 a	

military	 satellite	 GSAT	 6A	 and	 a	
navigational	satellite.	

§ Chandrayaan	 2	 would	 be	 India’s	 first	
mission	to	land	on	a	celestial	object.	

	
	

A	channel	for	Science	
What’s	in	the	news?	

§ To	outline	India’s	achievements	in	the	field	
of	 science	 and	 technology,	 Vigyan	 Prasar,	
under	the	mentoring	of	the	Department	of	
Space	 and	 Technology,	 has	 launched	 an	
exclusive	channel	on	the	internet.	

§ Addressed	as	indiascience.in,	it	will	offer	a	
variety	of	information	in	various	fields	such	
as	 medicine,	 engineering,	 pure	 sciences,	
etc.	 in	 audio,	 text	 and	 video	 formats	 and	
will	be	updated	daily.	

	

Hypersonic	aircraft	
What	are	Hypersonic	Aircrafts?	

§ While	 a	 supersonic	 aircraft	 travels	 at	 the	
speed	 of	 sound,	 a	 hypersonic	 aircraft	
moves	 at	 least	 at	 five	 times	 the	 speed	 of	
sound,	also	known	as	Mach	5.		

§ They	 have	 wide	 applications	 in	 military	
operations.	

Why	in	the	news?	
§ China	 declared	 success	 in	 its	 design,	

fabrication	 and	 implementation	 of	 a	
hypersonic	aircraft	that	rides	its	own	shock	
waves,	 can	 carry	 nuclear	 bombs	 and	
penetrate	missile	defence	systems.	

§ Called	 Starry	 Sky	 2	 or	 Xingkong	 2,	 the	
aircraft	 was	 found	 to	 meet	 all	 desired	
standards	 and	 parameters	 including	
carrying	 bombs	 and	 penetrate	 missile	
shield	systems.	

§ It	signals	that	China,	capable	of	making	its	
own	 ammunition	 is	 coping	 up	 with	 the	
United	States	and	Russia	in	the	field.	

	

Giant	 Metrewave	 Radio	 Telescope	

(GMRT)		
What	is	it?	
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§ GMRT	is	an	instrument	for	investigating	a	
variety	 of	 radio	 astrophysical	 problems	
ranging	 from	 nearby	 Solar	 system	 to	 the	
edge	of	observable	Universe.	

§ GMRT	consists	of	30	fully	steerable	gigantic	
parabolic	 dishes	 of	 45m	 diameter	 each	
spread	over	distances	of	up	to	25	km.	

§ It	 is	 operated	 by	 the	 National	 Centre	 for	
Radio	Astrophysics	(NCRA),	Pune.	

Why	metre	wavelength?	
§ The	 metre	 wavelength	 part	 of	 the	 radio	

spectrum	has	been	particularly	chosen	for	
study	with	GMRT	because	man-made	radio	
interference	 is	 considerably	 lower	 in	 this	
part	of	the	spectrum	in	India.		

§ Although	 there	 are	 many	 outstanding	
astrophysics	 problems	 which	 are	 best	
studied	at	metre	wavelengths,	there	has,	so	
far,	been	no	large	facility	anywhere	in	the	
world	to	exploit	this	part	of	 the	spectrum	
for	astrophysical	research.	

Objectives	of	GMRT	

§ To	detect	the	highly	redshifted	spectral	line	
of	 neutral	 Hydrogen	 expected	 from	

protoclusters	or	protogalaxies	before	they	
condensed	 to	 form	 galaxies	 in	 the	 early	
phase	of	the	Universe	and	

§ To	 search	 for	 and	 study	 rapidly-rotating	
Pulsars	in	our	galaxy.	

Why	in	the	news?	
§ GMRT	 has	 spotted	 the	 farthest	 galaxy	

visible	at	a	distance	of	12	billion	light	years.	
§ The	galaxy	is	also	one	of	the	oldest,	giving	

insights	into	the	early	universe,	helping	us	
to	understand	it	better.	
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Environment	
	

Fall	Armyworm	
What	is	it?	

§ It	is	an	insect	that	is	native	to	tropical	and	
subtropical	regions	of	the	Americas.		

§ In	 its	 larva	 stage,	 it	 can	 cause	 significant	
damage	to	crops,	if	not	well	managed.		

§ 	It	prefers	maize,	but	can	feed	on	more	than	
80	 additional	 species	 of	 plants,	 including	
rice,	sorghum,	millet,	sugarcane,	vegetable	
crops	and	cotton.	

§ It	 can	 cause	 serious	 economic	
consequences	to	farmers	and	because	of	its	
propensity	 for	 destruction,	 the	 fall	
armyworm's	highly	feared.	

Why	in	news?	

§ Fall	 Armyworm,	 (Spodoptera	 frugiperda),	
which	 was	 recently	 detected	 in	 Africa,	 is	
now	detected	in	Karnataka.	

Treatment	

§ Chemical	 Control:	 Insecticides	 such	 as	
lambda-cyhalothrin.		

§ Biological	 control:	 Use	 of	 coccinellid	
beetles	and	Nomuraea	Rileyi	fungus.	

	

	
	

Restricted	Area	Permits	
What	are	Restricted	Area	Permits?	

§ Considering	 environmental,	 strategic,	
socio-economic	or	political	reasons,	certain	
areas	 are	 excluded	 from	 general	 public	
access	and	special	passes	are	required	for	
entering	such	areas.		

§ These	 passes	 are	 called	 Restricted	 Area	
Permits.	

Why	in	the	news?	

§ To	boost	 tourism	 revenue,	 the	 centre	has	
relaxed	 entry	 requirements	 to	 the	
Andaman	 and	 Nicobar	 Islands	 to	
foreigners.	

§ This	 means	 that	 they	 no	 longer	 require	
Restricted	 Area	 Permits	 to	 visit	 29	
uninhabited	 islands	 in	 the	 Andaman	 and	
Nicobar	Islands.		

§ Further	11	islands	are	also	to	be	opened	to	
tourists	shortly.	

Exceptions	

§ However,	 permits	will	 still	 be	 required	 to	
visit	sensitive	areas	such	as	 forests,	 tribal	
areas	and	sanctuaries.	

§ The	relaxation	does	not	apply	to	nationals	
or	 persons	 of	 origin	 from	 Pakistan,	
Afghanistan,	and	China.		

§ Additionally,	to	visit	the	islands	of	Diglipur	
and	 Mayabunder,	 Myanmarese	 citizens	
would	require	permit.	

	

Paris	Agreement	
What	is	Paris	Agreement?	

§ Aims	to	strengthen	the	global	response	to	
the	 threat	 of	 climate	 change	by	keeping	a	
global	 temperature	 rise	 this	 century	 well	
below	 2	 degrees	 Celsius	 above	
preindustrial	levels	and	to	pursue	efforts	to	
limit	the	temperature	increase	even	further	
to	1.5	degrees	Celsius.	

	
What’s	in	the	news?	

§ Due	 to	 anthropogenic	 activities	 Earth’s	
temperature	may	 rise	 by	 as	much	 as	 4-5	
degrees	 Celsius	 despite	 achieving	 climate	
targets	of	the	Paris	agreement,	that	aims	to	
keep	 global	 temperature	 rise	 to	 below	 2	
degrees	Celsius.	

§ Currently,	global	average	temperatures	are	
just	 over	 1-degree	 C	 above	 the	 pre-
industrial	period	and	rising	at	0.17	degrees	
each	decade.	

§ If	 temperatures	 rise	 so	 drastically,	 the	
planet	may	become	inhabitable.		

§ Further,	a	chain	of	destructive	events	such	
as	wildfires,	unpredictable	rains,	 sea	level	
rises	 and	 floods,	 cyclones	 will	 be	 much	
more	frequent	causing	untold	misery	to	all	
life.	

§ It	 isn’t	 merely	 enough	 to	 contain	 the	
greenhouse	 emissions.	 Improved	 forest,	
agricultural	 and	 soil	 management,	
biodiversity	conservation	and	technologies	
that	 remove	 carbon	 dioxide	 from	 the	
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atmosphere	 and	 store	 it	 underground	are	
needs	of	the	hour.	

	

Environment	Performance	Index	
What	is	Environment	Performance	Index?	

§ It	 is	 a	 method	 of	 quantifying	 and	
numerically	 marking	
the	environmental	performance	of	a	state's	
policies.	

§ This	index	was	first	published	in	2002	and	
is	developed	by	Yale	University,	Columbia	
University	in	collaboration	with	the	World	
Economic	Forum	

§ It	 assesses	 180	 countries	 under	 24	
indicators.	

Why	in	the	news?	
§ The	most	recent	EPI	report	ranked	India’s	

performance	as	177th	out	of	180	countries.	
§ This	 shows	 a	 marked	 decline	 in	 India’s	

standing	of	141	in	the	survey	in	2016.		
§ This	 was	 attributed	 to	 its	 poor	

performance	 in	 air	 pollution	 deaths	 and	
environment	health	policy.	

How	did	India	react?	
§ This	 was	 rejected	 by	 the	 Ministry	 of	

Environment,	Forests	and	Climate	Change	
as	 it	 said	 that	 such	 a	 drastic	 change	 is	
attributed	 to	 the	 change	 in	 weightage	 of	
different	parameter	used	in	the	survey.	

	

Elephant	Corridor	
What	is	an	elephant	corridor?	

§ 	India	has	25,000-28,000	elephants,	which	
is	around	50	percent	of	 the	world's	Asian	
elephant	population.		

§ Elephant	 herds	 are	 known	 to	 migrate	
across	 different	 land	 patches	 of	 around	
350-500	sq.	km.	annually.	

§ While	migrating,	 they	 tend	 to	 use	 certain	
strips	of	land-ways	to	move	from	one	patch	
to	 another.	 This	 is	 called	 the	 elephant	
corridor.	

• So	 far,	 88	 elephant	 corridors	 have	 been	
identified	 by	 the	 wildlife	 trust	 of	 India	
under	National	elephant	Corridor	project.	

Significance	of	preserving	elephant	corridors	

§ To	reduce	human-elephant	conflicts	
§ To	 balance	 development	 with	

environmental	conservation	
§ To	 reduce	 farm	 losses	 due	 to	 elephant	

camping	&	consumption	
§ To	reduce	poaching		
§ To	 increase	biodiversity	by	stabilizing	 the	

connectivity	of	various	forest	patches.	
Why	in	the	news?	

§ The	 Supreme	 Court	 directed	 the	 Tamil	
Nadu	government	to	close	down	27	of	the	
39	resorts	located	in	the	elephant	corridor,	
found	to	be	illegal	based	on	the	Collector’s	
report	 in	 the	 Nilgiris	 district	 stating	 that	
elephants,	being	India’s	heritage	are	being	
destroyed.	

§ It	 gave	 direction	 to	 the	 remaining	 12	 to	
provide	documents	to	prove	their	legality,	
failing	which	they	too	are	to	be	closed.	

§ These	 are	 done	 keeping	 in	 mind	
environmental	 sensitivities	 and	 to	 reduce	
man-animal	conflicts.	

	
	

Khangchendzonga	 Biosphere	

Reserve	
Khangchendzonga	biosphere	reserve	

§ A	National	park	located	in	Sikkim,	which	is	
also	 a	 UNESCO	World	 Heritage	 Site	 since	
2016	

§ The	park	gets	its	name	from	the	Mountain	
peak	 Kanchenjunga,	 the	 3rd	 highest	
mountain	peak	in	the	world	(8586	meters)	
and	 the	 highest	 biosphere	 reserve	 in	 the	
country	

§ The	 diversity	 of	 flora	 and	 fauna	 is	
enormous	 and	 includes	 several	medicinal	
flora	and	endangered	fauna.	

§ It	also	included	a	wide	variety	of	endemic	
species	 (species	 found	 exclusively	 in	 a	
particular	area).	

§ There	 are	 a	 few	Lepcha	tribal	 settlements	
inside	the	park	

§ The	 park	 contains	Tholung	 Monastery	
a	‘gompa’	

Why	in	the	news?	

§ Kanchendzonga	 (also	 known	 as	
Kanchenjunga)	 Biosphere	 Reserve	 has	
finally	made	it	to	UNESCO’s	World	Network	
of	 Biosphere	 Reserves	 list	 at	 its	 30th	
session	 of	 the	 International	 Coordinating	
Council	 of	 Man	 and	 Biosphere	 Reserve	
Programme,	 UNESCO,	 in	 Palembang,	
Indonesia.	

§ 11	of	18	of	 India’s	biosphere	reserves	are	
included	in	the	list.	
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§ The	 declaration	 will	 give	 a	 boost	 to	 its	
preservation	besides	research.		

World	Network	of	Biosphere	Reserves	

§ It	covers	internationally	designated	protect	
areas	 that	 are	 signified	 to	 demonstrate	 a	
balanced	relationship	between	people	and	
nature.		

§ Currently	it	is	composed	of	686	biosphere	
reserves	in	122	countries.	

§ The	WNBR	comes	under	 the	Man	and	the	
Biosphere	Programme	(MAB)	of	UNESCO	
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News	in-depth	
The	Hindu	Editorials	

	

Pause	and	Refresh-GST	Council	Focus	on	MSME	
Why	in	News?	

§ The	 29th	 GST	 Council	 meeting	 was	
organized	 at	 New	 Delhi	 on	 the	 4th	 of	
August,	2018.	The	meeting	concluded	with	
decisions	that	included	incentivizing	digital	
payments	and	constitution	of	a	panel	that	
addresses	 the	 issues	 of	 MSME	 and	 small	
traders.	

The	rationale	behind	the	Focus	on	MSME	

§ The	 GST	 regime	 has	 expanded	 India’s	 tax	
base	 and	 brought	 more	 firms	 into	 the	
formal	 economy,	 revenues	 have	 slipped	
somewhat	after	peaking	at	₹1.03	lakh	crore	
in	April.		

§ The	 steep	 rate	 cuts	 effected	 on	 several	
items	 in	 the	 last	Council	meeting	were	 to	
kick	in	from	July	27,	so	their	full	impact	on	
revenue	collections	may	take	more	time	to	
unfold.	Moody’s	Investors	Service	reckons	
that	the	revenue	loss	from	the	most	recent	
tax	 cuts	 maybe	 0.04-0.08%	 of	 GDP	
annually.		

§ This	is	marginal	at	best	and	could	be	offset	
by	 stronger	 consumption-led	 growth	 and	
better	tax	compliance.	It	is	in	this	context	of	
revenue	 concerns	 that	 the	 Council’s	
dedicated	 focus	 at	 its	 latest	 meeting	 on	
issues	 facing	 micro,	 small	 and	 medium	
enterprises	(MSMEs)	

Tackling	MSME	Issues	

§ The	Micro,	Small	and	Medium	Enterprises	
(MSMEs)	have	played,	and	continue	to	play	
a	defining	role	in	our	development,	because	
of	 the	 revenue	 it	 generates	 and	 the	
workforce	 it	 recruits.	 The	 sector	
contributes	 to	half	 of	 the	nation’s	 exports	
and	around	29%	of	the	nation’s	GDP.	

§ Firms	with	an	annual	turnover	of	less	than	
₹5	 crore	 constitute	93%	of	 the	 registered	
taxpayers	under	the	GST.		

§ With	 the	 objective	 of	 tackling	 issues	
connected	 with	 the	 MSMEs	 and	 small	
taxpayers,	 the	GST	 council	 has	decided	 to	
frame	 a	 new	 panel/sub-committee	 to	
examine	certain	tax	and	compliance	relief	
proposals	 pertaining	 to	 MSME	 and	 small	
traders.		

Easing	Compliance	norms	

§ The	 Council	 had	 decided	 that	 small	
businesses	need	no	longer	file	cumbersome	
returns	 every	 month,	 but	 only	 on	 a	
quarterly	basis.		

§ There	 may	 be	 more	 room	 for	 the	
ministerial	 panel	 to	 recommend	 further	
easing	of	compliance	 for	micro	 firms	with	
turnover	far	below	₹5	crore	and	enhancing	
the	₹50,000	threshold	for	mandatory	use	of	
e-way	 bills	 to	 track	 the	 movement	 of	
taxable	goods.	

Cash	Back	on	Digital	Transactions	
§ The	 GST	 Council,	 in	 view	 of	 promoting	

digital	 transactions,	 enhancing	 tax	
compliance	and	improving	the	collection	of	
tax	 has	 put	 forth	 the	 idea	 of	 providing	 a	
cashback	 of	 20%	 on	 tax	 payments	 made	
though	Bhima	App,	RuPay	Debit	 and	UPI-
based	 transactions	 subject	 to	 a	 cap	of	Rs.	
100.		

§ The	 facility	will	be	accorded	 for	business-
to-consumer	transactions	after	developing	
the	essential	technology.	Any	of	the	states	
which	are	willing	to	develop	such	software	
can	implement	it	on	a	pilot	basis.	

	

Rebooting	the	system	for	a	skills	upgrade	
Why	in	News?	

§ There	 needs	 to	 be	 a	 road	 map	 to	 rescue	
private	Industrial	Training	Institutes	from	
their	weak	state.	

What	are	ITI's?	

§ In	 1950,	 under	 the	 Craftsmen	 Training	
Scheme,	 Industrial	 Training	 Institutes	

(ITIs)	were	established,	for	imparting	skills	
in	 various	 vocational	 trades	 to	 meet	 the	
skilled	 manpower	 requirements	 of	 the	
country.	 	There	are	13,353	ITIs	across	the	
country,	of	which	11,000	are	private	ITIs.		

§ ITI	 are	 basically	 are	 post-secondary	
schools	 constituted	 under	 Directorate	
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General	of	Employment	&	Training	(DGET),	
Ministry	 of	 Skill	 Development	 and	
Entrepreneurship,	 Union	 Government	 to	
provide	 training	 in	 various	 trades.	 After	
completing	 ITI,	 tradesmen	 can	 undergo	
Apprenticeship	 training	 in	 different	
industries.		

§ The	 ITIs	 has	 a	 unique	 functioning	 set-up.	
While	 they	 were	 formed	 under	 the	
government’s	Craftsman	Training	Scheme,	
their	 day-to-day	 administration,	 finances	
and	 admissions	 are	 with	 State	
governments.	 The	 NCVT	 performs	 an	
advisory	role.	

Somaiyya	Committee	Report	

It	outlines	instances	of	responsibility	outsourcing,	
no	oversight,	connivance	and	an	ownership	tussle	
between	 the	 Central	 and	 State	 governments.	
Highlights	of	the	report	are-	

§ Accreditation	 process-The	 Committee	
noted	 that	 in	2012,	 the	Quality	Council	of	
India	 (QCI)	 was	 assigned	 the	 task	 of	
scrutinising,	verifying,	and	accrediting	 the	
ITIs.	 The	 Committee	 highlighted	 that	 the	
QCI	had	 compromised	with	 the	quality	 of	
accreditation	and	affiliation	process.		It	had	
not	 followed	 the	 prescribed	 NCVT	
(National	 Council	 of	 Vocational	 Training)	
norms	 with	 respect	 to	 building	
infrastructure,	equipment,	and	faculty.	

§ The	 pendency	 of	 applications	 and	
complaints-The	Committee	noted	 that	 the	
QCI	 has	 not	 processed	 the	 cases	 of	
accreditation	 on	 a	 timely	 basis	 and	 there	
was	a	huge	pendency	of	applications	from	
2013	to	2016.	

§ Employment	 prospects	 after	 training-The	
Committee	 noted	 that	 more	 efforts	 are	
required	 to	 enhance	 the	 employability	 of	
trainees	by	reviewing	and	augmenting	the	
skills	 imparted	 at	 the	 ITIs.	 	 Further,	 it	
recommended	planning	for	regular	campus	
placement	 (Rojgar	 Melas),	 and	 special	
recruitment	drives	in	the	ITIs	

§ Under-utilised	 capacity-The	 Committee	
highlighted	 that	 there	 is	 about	 88%	
utilisation	 of	 available	 seats.	 Further,	 it	
noted	 a	 huge	 potential	 in	 apprenticeship	
training	which	remains	untapped.	

§ Participation	 of	 state	 governments-The	
Committee	noted	poor	utilisation	of	funds	
under	this	scheme	and	recommended	that	

concerted	effort	should	be	made	to	obtain	
plans	from	the	states	for	proper	release	of	
funds	to	expedite	fund	utilisation	under	the	
scheme.	

Sharda	 Prasad	 Committee	 Report	 -	 A	 Way	

Forward	
§ There	is	a	need	for	better	oversight,	with	a	

national	 board	 for	 all	 skill	 development	
programmes.	 The	 core	 work	
(accreditation,	 assessment,	 certification	
and	 course	 standards)	 cannot	 be	
outsourced.	

§ There	should	be	a	mandatory	rating	system	
for	the	ITIs	that	is	published	periodically.	A	
ranking	of	 the	 ITIs	on	several	parameters	
such	 as	 the	 one	 done	 by	 the	 National	
Assessment	 and	 Accreditation	 Council	 in	
tertiary	education	can	be	replicated.	

§ There	is	a	need	to	create	a	unified	national	
vocational	 system	 where	 the	 ITIs,	 NSDC	
private	 vocational	 trainers	and	vocational	
education	in	schools,	and	the	other	Central	
ministries	 conducting	 training	 gel	
seamlessly	 and	 can	 learn	 from,	 and	work	
with	each	other.	A	unified	legal	framework	
can	facilitate	such	a	unification.	

§ There	 is	 also	 a	 critical	 need	 to	 reskill	 ITI	
teachers	and	maintain	the	student-teacher	
ratio.	 Since	 technology	 obsolescence	 is	 a	
continuous	 challenge,	 financial	 support	
envisaged	 through	 the	 NSDC	 should	 be	
extended	to	the	ITIs.	

§ Institutional	 reforms	 such	 as	 moving	 the	
office	 of	 the	 Directorate	 General	 of	
Employment	(the	arm	that	has	all	data	on	
employment)	from	the	Ministry	of	Labour	
to	 the	 MSDE	 would	 help.	 It	 would	 also	
complement	 the	 Directorate	 General	 of	
Training	already	under	MSDE.	

Reimbursable	Industry	Contribution	(RIC)		
§ The	 only	 way	 to	 mobilise	 adequate	

resources	 the	 right	 way	 is	 to	 do	 skills	
training,	and	have	equipment	and	tools	that	
keep	pace	with	changing	needs.		

§ This	 is	 possible	 through	 a	 reimbursable	
industry	 contribution	 (RIC)	 —	 a	 1-2%	
payroll	 tax	 that	will	 be	 reimbursed	when	
employers	 train	 using	 public/private	
infrastructure	and	provide	data.	RIC,	which	
is	implemented	in	62	other	countries,	was	
recommended	 in	 the	 12th	 Plan	 and	 is	 an	
idea	whose	time	has	come	

	

Change	Gears	
Why	in	News?	 § The	 Motor	 Vehicles	 (Amendment)	 Bill,	

passed	by	the	Lok	Sabha	last	year,	has	run	
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into	opposition	in	the	Rajya	Sabha	because	
of	 its	 perceived	 shift	 of	 power	 from	 the	
States	to	the	Centre.	

Highlights	of	the	Bill	

§ The	 Bill	 amends	 the	 Motor	 Vehicles	 Act,	
1988	to	address	issues	such	as	third-party	
insurance,	 regulation	 of	 taxi	 aggregators,	
and	road	safety.	

§ Under	 the	 Act,	 the	 liability	 of	 the	 third-
party	insurer	for	motor	vehicle	accidents	is	
unlimited.	 	 The	 Bill	 caps	 the	 maximum	
liability	for	third	party	insurance	in	case	of	
a	motor	 accident	 at	Rs	10	 lakh	 in	 case	of	
death	 and	 at	 five	 lakh	 rupees	 in	 case	 of	
grievous	injury.		

§ The	 Bill	 provides	 for	 a	 Motor	 Vehicle	
Accident	 Fund	 which	 would	 provide	
compulsory	 insurance	 cover	 to	 all	 road	
users	in	India	for	certain	types	of	accidents.	

§ The	Bill	defines	taxi	aggregators,	guidelines	
for	which	will	be	determined	by	the	central	
government.	

§ The	Bill	also	provides	for	(i)	amending	the	
existing	 categories	 of	 driver	 licensing,	 (ii)	
recall	 of	 vehicles	 in	 case	 of	 defects,	 (iii)	
protection	 of	 good	 Samaritans	 from	 any	
civil	or	criminal	action,	and	(iv)	increase	of	
penalties	 for	 several	 offences	 under	 the	
1988	Act.	

The	rationale	behind	the	Law	

§ The	 passenger	 transport	 sector	 operating	
within	 cities	 and	 providing	 inter-city	
services	 has	 grown	 amorphously,	 with	
vested	 interests	 exploiting	 the	 lack	 of	
transparency	 and	 regulatory	 bottlenecks.	
With	 a	 transparent	 system,	 professional	
new	entrants	can	enter	the	sector.		

§ State-run	services	have	not	kept	pace	with	
the	 times.	Major	 investments	made	 in	 the	
urban	metro	rail	systems	are	yielding	poor	
results	 in	 the	 absence	 of	 last-mile	
connectivity	services.	

Key	Issues	

§ The	 issue	 is	 not	 one	 of	 legislative	
competence;	 as	 the	 subject	 is	 in	 the	
Concurrent	List,	Parliament	can	make	a	law	
defining	 powers	 available	 to	 the	 States.	
Some	 State	 governments	 are	 concerned	
about	the	new	provisions,	Sections	66A	and	
88A,	 which	 will	 empower	 the	 Centre	 to	
form	 a	 National	 Transportation	 Policy	
through	a	process	of	consultation,	and	not	
concurrence.		

§ Since	 changes	 will	 also	 enable	 Centrally-
drafted	schemes	 to	be	 issued	 for	national,	
multi-modal	 and	 inter-State	movement	 of	
goods	 and	 passengers,	 for	 rural	 mobility	
and	 even	 last-mile	 connectivity,	 several	
States	 have	 opposed	 the	 provisions	 as	
being	anti-federal.		

§ There	are	some	new	provisions	to	harness	
technology,	 including	CCTV	monitoring,	to	
improve	 road	 safety,	 but	 these	 cannot	
produce	 results	 when	 there	 is	 no	
professional	accident	investigation	agency	
to	determine	best	practices.	

Way	Forward	

§ Creating	 an	 equitable	 regulatory	
framework	 for	 the	 orderly	 growth	 of	
services	 is	critical.	This	could	be	achieved	
through	 changes	 to	 the	 MV	 Act	 that	 set	
benchmarks	for	States.	

§ Enabling	well-run	bus	services	 to	operate	
across	States	with	suitable	permit	charges	
is	 imperative	 to	 meet	 the	 needs	 of	 a	
growing	 economy.	 Regulatory	 changes	
introduced	 in	 Europe	 over	 the	 past	 few	
years	 for	 bus	 services	 have	 fostered	
competition,	 reduced	 fares	 and	 increased	
services	operating	across	European	Union	
member-states.	

§ Care	is	needed	to	see	that	other	measures,	
such	 as	 sharply	 enhancing	 fines	 for	 rule	
violations,	 do	 not	 only	 result	 in	 greater	
harassment.	 It	 is	 the	 certainty	 of	
enforcement,	zero	tolerance	and	escalating	
penalties	that	will	really	work.	

	

The	Problem	at	the	WTO	
Why	in	News?	

§ The	 WTO	 is	 facing	 a	 crisis	 in	 its	 dispute	
redressal	system.	

The	precursor	to	the	WTO	
§ While	 Bretton	 Woods	 institutions	 i.e.	

World	 Bank	 (WB),	 and	 the	 International	
Monetary	 Fund	 (IMF)	were	 to	 embed	 the	
new	financial	trade	order,	the	need	for	an	
International	 Trade	 Organisation	 (ITO)	

was	 felt	 to	 establish	multilateral	 rules	 for	
the	settlement	of	trade	disputes.	

§ Adherence	to	the	rules	of	an	international	
trade	organisation	was	expected	to	serve	as	
an	 important	 domestic	 incentive	 for	
governments	 by	 allowing	 them	 to	 resist	
protectionist	 demands	 and	 provide	 for	
greater	legal	certainty.		

§ Successive	 multilateral	 conferences	 were	
held	between	1946	and	1948,	and	led	to	the	
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adoption	 of	 the	 Havana	 Charter,	 a	 draft	
agreement	for	the	creation	of	the	ITO.	But	
the	ITO	never	came	into	existence	as	it	was	
eventually	rejected	by	the	U.S.	

§ The	 General	 Agreement	 on	 Tariffs	 and	
Trade	 (GATT)	 came	 to	 replace	 the	 ITO,	
interestingly	as	an	ad	hoc	and	provisional	
mechanism.	 The	 history	 of	 the	WTO	 thus	
begins	 with	 the	 signing	 of	 the	 GATT	 in	
1947.	 From	 1948	 to	 1994	 The	 GATT	
developed	 rules	 for	 the	 Multilateral	
Trading	 System	 through	 eight	 rounds	 of	
trade	negotiations.	

Uruguay	Round	
§ The	 Uruguay	 Round	 (the	 8th	 round)	was	

concerned	 with	 two	 aspects	 of	 trade	 in	
goods	 and	 services.	 The	 first	 related	 to	
increasing	 market	 access	 by	 reducing	 or	
eliminating	 trade	 barriers.	 The	 second	
related	 to	 increasing	 the	 legal	 security	 of	
the	 new	 levels	 of	 market	 access	 by	
strengthening	 and	 expanding	 rules	 and	
procedures	and	institutions.	

§ So,	 the	 World	 Trade	 Organization	 (WTO)	
was	 founded	 to	 supervise	 and	 liberalize	
international	 trade.	 The	 organization	
officially	 commenced	 on	 January	 1,	 1995,	
under	the	Marrakesh	Agreement,	replacing	
the	 General	 Agreements	 on	 Tariffs	 and	
Trade	(GATT).	

About	WTO	

WTO	deals	with	
§ Regulation	of	 trade	between	participating	

countries.	
§ Providing	a	framework	for	negotiating	and	

formalizing	trade	agreements.	
§ Dispute	 resolution	 process	 aimed	 at	

enforcing	participants’	adherence	to		
WTO	 agreements	 which	 are	 signed	 by	
representatives	 of	 member	 governments	 and	
ratified	by	their	parliaments.	
WTO	Structure	

§ The	 WTO	 is	 governed	 by	 a	 ministerial	
conference,	 meeting	 every	 two	 years;	 a	
general	 council,	 which	 implements	 the	
conference’s	 policy	 decisions	 and	 is	
responsible	for	day-to-day	administration;	
and	a	director-general,	who	is	appointed	by	
the	ministerial	conference.		

§ The	 WTO’s	 headquarters	 is	 at	 Geneva,	
Switzerland.	

Doha	Development	Round	

§ The	 WTO	 launched	 the	 current	 round	 of	
negotiations,	 the	 Doha	 Development	
Round,	at	the	fourth	ministerial	conference	
in	Doha,	Qatar	in	2001.	This	was	 to	be	an	
ambitious	 effort	 to	 make	 globalization	

more	 inclusive	and	help	the	world's	poor,	
particularly	 by	 slashing	 barriers	 and	
subsidies	 in	 farming.	 The	 initial	 agenda	
comprised	both	further	trade	liberalization	
and	 new	 rule-making,	 underpinned	 by	
commitments	 to	 strengthen	 substantial	
assistance	to	developing	countries.	

§ Progress	 stalled	 after	 over	 differences	
between	developed	nations	and	the	major	
developing	 countries	 on	 issues	 such	 as	
industrial	tariffs	and	non-tariff	barriers	to	
trade	particularly	against	and	between	the	
EU	 and	 the	 US	 over	 their	maintenance	 of	
agricultural	 subsidies—seen	 to	 operate	
effectively	as	trade	barriers.	

§ This	 impasse	 has	 made	 it	 impossible	 to	
launch	new	WTO	negotiations	beyond	the	
Doha	 Development	 Round.	 As	 a	 result,	
there	 have	 been	 an	 increasing	number	 of	
bilateral	 free	 trade	 agreements	 between	
governments.	

The	dispute	settlement	crisis	

§ Issues	 with	 appointment-For	 years	 now,	
the	multilateral	system	for	 the	settlement	
of	 trade	 dispute	 has	 been	 under	 intense	
scrutiny	 and	 constant	 criticism.	 The	 U.S.	
has	 systematically	 blocked	 the	
appointment	 of	 new	 Appellate	 Body	
members	and	de	facto	impeded	the	work	of	
the	WTO	appeal	mechanism.	With	only	four	
working	 members	 out	 of	 seven	 normally	
serving	office	in	July	2018,	the	institution	is	
under	great	stress.	

§ Politicization	 of	 the	 body-WTO	 members	
are	 expressing	 concerns	 over	 the	
politicization	 of	 the	 Appellate	 Body	
appointment	 and	 reappointment	 process;	
and	 the	 quasi-attribution	 of	 permanent	
Appellate	 Body	 seats	 to	 the	 U.S.	 and	 the	
European	Union	(EU).	There	is	concern	that	
China	 may	 be	 on	 its	 way	 to	 having	 a	
permanent	seat.	

§ The	 main	 critique	 of	 the	 U.S.	 relates	 to	
“overreaching”	or	judicial	activism.	

§ The	WTO	dispute	settlement	mechanism	is	
not	 a	 world	 trade	 court.	 The	 process	
remains	political	and	diplomatic.		

§ The	very	existence	of	an	appeal	mechanism	
is	now	paradoxically	questioned	at	a	time	
the	global	community	criticises	the	absence	
of	 the	 same	 mechanism	 in	 Investor-State	
Dispute	Settlement	(ISDS).		

Rise	of	China	

§ Since	 its	accession	 to	 the	Organisation,	 in	
2001,	and	despite	an	extremely	demanding	
protocol	of	accession	designed	by	the	U.S.	
and	 the	 EU	 to	 literally	 constrain	 its	
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emerging	power	and	limit	the	impact	of	its	
commercial	 domination	 on	 their	 own	
economies,	 China	 has	 largely	 benefited	
from	the	rules-based	WTO	system.	

§ Beijing,	together	with	a	few	others,	the	EU,	
and	to	some	extent	India,	is	now	the	main	
supporter	 of	 multilateralism,	 In	 fact,	 it	
might	 well	 be	 the	 new	 WTO	 leader	 and	

China’s	growing	assertiveness	may	be	 the	
reason	for	the	U.S.’s	hard	posturing.	

§ The	recent	EU-China	proposal	 to	promote	
the	 reform	 of	 the	WTO	 is	 said	 to	 combat	
“unilateralism	 and	 protectionism”	 but	
might	 well	 fail	 to	 address	 unfair	 trade	
issues	raised	against	itself.	

	

Welcome	clouds	
Why	in	News?	

§ According	 to	 India	 Meteorological	
Department,	 the	 southwest	monsoon	will	
be	“normal”	this	year	after	a	short	break.	

About	IMD	

§ The	 India	 Meteorological	 Department	
(IMD),	 also	 referred	 to	 as	 the	 Met	
Department,	is	an	agency	of	the	Ministry	of	
Earth	Sciences	of	the	Government	of	India.	
It	 is	 the	 principal	 agency	 responsible	 for	
meteorological	 observations,	 weather	
forecasting	 and	 seismology.	 IMD	 is	
headquartered	in	Delhi.	

§ IMD	 is	 also	 one	 of	 the	 six	 Regional	
Specialised	Meteorological	 Centres	 of	 the	
World	Meteorological	Organization.	 It	 has	
the	 responsibility	 for	 forecasting,	 naming	
and	 distribution	 of	 warnings	 for	 tropical	
cyclones	 in	 the	 Northern	 Indian	 Ocean	
region,	 including	 the	 Malacca	 Straits,	 the	
Bay	 of	 Bengal,	 the	 Arabian	 Sea	 and	 the	
Persian	Gulf.	

South	West	Monsoon	

§ Three-fourths	of	the	total	annual	rainfall	is	
received	during	this	season.	

§ The	average	rainfall	over	the	plains	of	India	
in	this	season	is	about	87	per	cent.	Normal	
date	of	the	arrival	of	the	monsoon	is	20th	
May	in	Andaman	and	Nicobar	Islands.	

§ The	normal	date	of	onset	of	the	southwest	
monsoon	over	Kerala	 i.e.	 the	 first	place	of	
entry	in	the	mainland	of	India	is	1st	June.	

§ The	advance	of	the	monsoon	is	much	faster	
in	the	Bay	of	Bengal	than	in	the	Arabian	Sea.	

Break	in	the	South	West	Monsoons	

During	 South	 West	 Monsoon	 after	 a	 period	 of	
having	rains	for	a	few	days,	if	rains	fail	to	occur	to	
for	 few	 weeks	 it	 is	 termed	 as	 an	 "a	 break	 in	
monsoon"	These	breaks	in	different	regions	occur	
due	to	different	reasons-	

§ In	Northern	India,	rains	are	likely	to	fail	if	
the	 rain-bearing	 storms	 are	 not	 very	

frequent	along	the	monsoon	trough	or	the	
ITCZ	 (Inter	 Tropical	 Convergence	 Zone)	
over	this	region.	

§ Over	 the	 west	 coast,	 the	 dry	 spells	 are	
associated	with	days	when	the	wind	blows	
parallel	to	the	coast.	

Key	Issues	

§ This	rainy	season	has	so	far	witnessed	a	lot	
of	 death	 and	 destruction:	 at	 least	 465	
people	 have	 died	 this	 year.	 Roads	 and	
infrastructure	have	been	destroyed,	and	it	
will	 take	 massive	 investments	 to	 rebuild	
them.	

§ Thousands	 of	 people	 have	 had	 to	 shift	 to	
relief	 camps	 as	 floods	 have	 ruined	 their	
houses.	 Such	 displaced	 families	 urgently	
need	relief	to	resume	a	normal	life.		

§ The	 rainfall	 patterns,	 with	 their	 spatial	
variations,	 have	 major	 implications	 for	
agriculture	 and	 groundwater	 recharge	 as	
well.	

Way	Forward	

§ Water	 is	 the	 key	 determinant	 of	 India’s	
agricultural	 output	 and	 the	 National	
Commission	 on	 Farmers	 chaired	 by	 the	
scientist,	Professor	M.S.	Swaminathan,	had	
several	 recommendations	 for	 its	 optimal	
use.	 Given	 that	 60%	 of	 the	 192	 million	
hectares	of	gross	sown	area	assessed	by	the	
Commission	 was	 found	 to	 be	 rainfed,	 an	
accelerated	 programme	 to	 harness	 the	
monsoon	is	vital.		

§ State	programmes	must	take	all	measures	
to	 expand	 surface	 water	 storage,	 launch	
more	 minor	 irrigation	 schemes,	 and	
improve	the	recharge	of	groundwater.		

§ A	 future-ready	approach	 should	 the	 focus	
on	 augmented	 storage	 and	 greater	
participation	of	the	farming	community	in	
managing	the	vital	resource.	

	

Reforming	the	civil	services	
Why	in	News?	 § The	 government	 recently	 invited	

applications	 for	 appointments	 to	 10	 joint	
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secretary-level	 posts	 from	 “outstanding	
individuals”,	 including	 from	 the	 private	
sector,	 with	 expertise	 in	 the	 areas	 of	
revenue,	 financial	 services,	 economic	
affairs,	 agriculture,	 cooperation	 and	
farmers’	 welfare,	 road	 transport	 and	
highways,	 shipping,	 environment,	 forests	
and	 climate	 change,	 new	 and	 renewable	
energy,	civil	aviation,	and	commerce.		

Lateral	entry	
§ The	term	‘lateral	entry’	in	the	civil	services	

refers	 to	 a	 move	 by	 the	 government	 to	
appoint	 outsiders	 (not	 candidates	 from	
Civil	 Service	 Examination)	 in	 the	 middle	
rung	 of	 the	 ministries	 especially	 in	 the	
sectors	of	economy	and	infrastructure.		

§ The	 issue	 of	 lateral	 entry	 is	 being	
considered	in	the	light	of	a	huge	shortage	of	
officers	in	the	middle	management	level	of	
the	 central	 government	 that	 has	 been	
indicated	 by	 the	 Central	 Government	
Staffing	Policy	Paper	of	the	Department	of	
Personnel	and	Training.	

Rationale	Behind	the	Move	

§ Besides	studying	the	administrative	setups	
in	the	US,	UK,	Belgium,	Australia	and	New	
Zealand	 which	 are	 known	 to	 have	 many	
lateral	 entrants,	 top	 officials	 in	 the	
government	carefully	 looked	 into	a	UPSC-
commissioned	 report	 of	 the	Civil	 Services	
Examination	Review	Committee	headed	by	
YK	 Alagh	 (2001)	 that	 had	 recommended	
lateral	entry	into	middle	and	senior	levels	
of	 the	 government.	 The	 Justice	 BN	
Srikrishna-headed	 Sixth	 Central	 Pay	
Commission	 report	 (2006)	 said	 lateral	
entry	could	"ensure	entry	and	retention	of	
talent	 in	 the	 government	 even	 for	 those	
jobs	that	have	a	high	demand	and	premium	
in	the	open	market",		

§ NITI	 Aayog	 in	 the	 Three-Year	 Action	
Agenda	 for	 2017-2020	 has	 also	
recommended	for	inducting	specialists	into	
the	system	through	 lateral	entry	 in	policy	
making	areas	on	fixed	term	contract.	

Apprehensions	against	Lateral	Entry	

§ Some	 retired	 officers	 and	 political	
opponents	consider	this	as	the	beginning	of	
the	 end	 of	 a	 “neutral	 and	 impartial”	 civil	
service	with	the	likely	induction	of	loyalists	

to	the	current	government.	It	has	also	been	
argued	that	this	marks	the	“privatisation	of	
the	IAS”.	

§ Doubts	 have	 been	 expressed	 if	 private	
business	houses	would	“plant”	their	people	
in	order	to	influence	government	policies.		

§ Those	 inside	 the	 system	 feel	 threatened	
that	 their	 territory	 is	 under	 assault.	 One	
perceived	 fear	 is	 that	 the	number	of	 such	
lateral	entrants	may	be	increased	with	time	
and	 that	 the	 political	 leadership,	 by	
creating	 a	 ‘divide	 and	 rule’	 mechanism,	
would	 further	demoralise	 the	 ‘steel	 frame	
of	governance’	

§ Another	fear	is	that	in	the	garb	of	recruiting	
outstanding	 individuals,	 politically	
indoctrinated	persons	will	be	inducted	into	
the	system.	

Arguments	in	Favour	of	Lateral	Entry	

§ The	 government	 should	 have	 the	 best	
people	at	the	helm	of	affairs	and	if	there	is	
a	need	to	supplement	the	existing	stock	of	
talent	 by	 attracting	 fresh	 blood	 into	 the	
system	

§ The	 lateral	 entry	 scheme,	 if	 implemented	
properly,	 may	 foster	 more	 competitive	
spirit,	break	the	complacency	of	the	higher	
civil	servants	and	eventually	prove	to	be	a	
pioneering	initiative	in	public	interest.	

Way	Forward	

§ The	 apprehensions	 can	 be	 allayed	 by	
letting	 the	 Union	 Public	 Service	
Commission	 (UPSC)	 handle	 the	
recruitment	process,	after	defining	the	job	
requirements	more	explicitly.	

§ The	 government	 must	 ensure	 that	 only	
candidates,	 the	 likes	 of	 whom	 are	 not	
available	 in	 the	 existing	 system,	 are	
appointed.	 If	 they	 turn	 out	 to	 be	 truly	
outstanding,	there	should	be	provisions	to	
induct	 them	 permanently	 in	 the	
government,	with	the	approval	of	the	UPSC,	
and	consider	them	for	higher	postings.	

§ Concerted	 efforts	 should	be	made	 to	help	
IAS	 officers,	 after	 their	 first	 decade	 of	
“immersion”	 in	 districts,	 acquire	
specialization	 in	broad	 sectors	 like	 social,	
infrastructure	and	financial,	based	on	their	
qualification,	aptitude	and	preference.	

	

Decoding	the	DNA	Bill	
Introduction:	

§ The	DNA	Technology	(Use	and	Application)	
Regulation	Bill,	2018	has	been	introduced	
in	the	parliament.			

§ Primary	 motive	 is	 for	 expanding	 the	
application	 of	 DNA-based	 forensic	
technologies	to	support	and	strengthen	the	
justice	delivery	system	of	the	country.	
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§ Its	 objective	 is	 to	 create	 a	 National	 DNA	
database	to	aid	the	police	in	

o Solving	crimes	
o Identifying	missing	persons	

Background:	

§ The	aggregate	incidence	of	such	crimes	in	
the	 country,	 as	 per	 the	 statistics	 of	 the	
National	Crime	Records	Bureau	(NCRB)	for	
2016,	is	in	excess	of	3	lakhs	per	year.		

§ Of	 these,	 only	 a	 very	 small	 proportion	 is	
being	subjected	to	DNA	testing	at	present.		

§ Expanded	 use	 of	 this	 technology	 in	 these	
categories	of	cases	would	result	not	only	in	
speedier	 justice	 delivery	 but	 also	 in	
increased	 conviction	 rates,	 which	 at	
present	 is	 only	 around	 30%	 (NCRB	
Statistics	for	2016).	

Immediate	concerns:	

DNA	as	an	important	tool	can	never	be	questioned	
but	its	use,	storage	and	privacy	issues	has	been	the	
area	of	concerns.			
The	following	are	some,	which	the	bill	fails	to	look	
upon.	

§ Safeguards	to	human	rights	and	preventing	
miscarriages	of	justice.	

§ Creating	 a	 large	 database	 with	 limited	
resources,	a	challenging	task.	

§ If	created,	will	it	be	a	cost-effective	one?	
§ Management	 of	 such	 a	 large	 database	

needs	a	robust	management	system.	
Challenge	Ahead:	

§ Comparing	 the	 DNA	 bill	 with	 a	 report	 of	
‘The	 Forensics	 Genetics	 Policy	 Initiative’	
titled,	 “Establishing	 Best	 Practices	 for	
Forensics	 DNA	 Database”	 exposes	 the	
following	challenges.	

§ The	 following	 prerequisites	 of	 effective	
DNA	Database	use	have	 to	be	 achieved	 in	
order	to	succeed	in	the	objective:	

o Proper	Crime	Scene	Examination	
o Trained	and	reliable	policing	
o Reliable	analysis	
o Trusted	chain	of	custody	of	samples	
o Proper	 use	 of	 expert	 evidence	 in	

the	court		
§ ‘Guidelines	on	how	to	 search	 crime	 scene	

and	 collect,	 store	 and	 transport	 DNA	
samples	 in	 criminal	 cases’	 had	 been	
circulated	by	the	Centre	to	the	states.	

§ The	effectiveness	of	such	guidelines	is	still	
needed	to	be	assessed.	

DNA	Regulatory	Board:	

§ The	bill	proposed	a	Regulatory	Board	with	
the	 following	 important	 functions	 among	
others.	

§ Certify	 labs	 authorized	 to	 carry	 out	 DNA	
testing.	

§ Lays	 down	 procedure	 and	 guidelines	 for	
collection,	storage,	sharing	and	deletion	of	
DNA	information.	

§ The	 secretary	 of	 the	 Department	 of	
Biotechnology	has	been	made	the	ex-officio	
chairman.	

Drawbacks:	

§ Proposed	 Board	 is	 too	 powerful,	 least	
transparent	and	not	accountable.	

§ Conflicts-of-Interest	 of	 members	 of	 the	
Board.	

§ Self-reviewing	nature	of	ethical	conduct	by	
the	Board.	

§ Board	 or	 Government	 empowered	 to	
amend	 safeguards	 in	 the	 bill	 and	 also	 to	
avoid	accountability	in	court.	

Much	needed	changes:	
§ Invincibility	 of	 Regulatory	 Board	 of	 too	

much	power,	 non-transparency	 should	be	
curtailed	and	be	made	accountable.	

§ Board’s	proceedings	along	with	Conflicts	of	
Interests	 of	 each	 member	 should	 be	
published	and	updated	from	time	to	time.	

§ An	 independent	 ethics	 board	 should	 be	
setup,	to	advise	the	Board	and	its	opinion	
should	be	made	public.	

§ Provisions	 granting	 amending	 powers	 to	
the	Board/Government	should	be	deleted.	

Independent	Regulators:	
§ Independent	Forensic	Science	Regulator	can	

be	 considered	 to	 ensure	 both	 the	
Laboratory	 quality	 assurance	 and	 Crime	
Scene	Examination	(CSE).	

o Quality	assurance	for	CSE	should	be	
included	 along	 with	 accreditation	
of	 Laboratory	 as	 many	 errors	 in	
sample	 collection	 occur	 before	
samples	reaching	the	laboratory,	at	
Crime	Scene	Examination.	

o “Elimination	 Database”	 for	 Police,	
Crime	 Scene	 examiners	 and	 Lab	
workers,	 whose	 DNA	 may	
contaminate	 the	 evidence	 they	
touch	also	needs	to	be	considered.	

§ Independent	Regulator	to	protect	privacy	of	
the	 Individuals	 to	 uphold	 the	 Supreme	
Court	 verdict	 on	 right	 to	 privacy	 as	 a	
fundamental	right.	

o A	data	protection	officer	instituted	
under	 a	well	drafted	Privacy/Data	
protection	law	may	add	more	teeth	
to	such	regulation	of	privacy.	

o Protection	of	privacy	will	 improve	
faith	of	 the	people	 in	volunteering	
to	 this	 new	 exercise	 of	 DNA	
database.	

Privacy	Issues:	
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§ Coding	 DNA	 consist	 information	 about	
personal	characteristics,	including	medical	
conditions,	 etc	 which	 should	 be	 accessed	
and	 used	 for	 DNA	 profiling	 and	
investigation	purposes.	

§ A	 clause	 to	 restrict	 DNA	 profiling	 of	 only	
non-coding	DNA	need	to	be	added	to	bring	
its	functioning	with	common	international	
practices	of	not	using	coding	DNA.	

§ International	sharing	of	DNA	profiles	also	
needs	to	be	addressed.	

Is	it	Positive?	

§ Destruction	of	DNA	samples	after	use.	
§ Removal	of	DNA	profile	of	innocent	people	

from	the	database.	
§ The	 provisions	 look	 positive	 but	 it	 is	 still	

inadequate.		Not	all	samples	are	destroyed	
as	 some	 samples	 will	 be	 retained	 by	 the	
police.	

§ Removal	of	Innocent	people’s	record	is	not	
automatic	 and	 can	 be	 after	
bureaucratic/judicial	process	only.	

§ The	 above	 process	 restricts	 the	 time	
effectiveness	of	a	resolution	of	a	case	and	
also	 adds	 to	 fear	 of	 losing	 individual’s	
privacy.	

Database	Separation:	

§ To	 separate	 the	 database	 for	 missing	
persons	 and	 for	 criminals	 will	 encourage	
people	to	volunteer	their	DNA	to	help	find	
their	missing	relatives.	

§ It	 helps	 in	 not	 treating	 the	 volunteers	 as	
suspect	for	criminal	offences.	

§ Provisions	sanctioning	use	of	DNA	samples	
for	civil	cases	like	paternity	issues	needed	
to	be	scrapped.	

§ Even	 in	 the	 absence	 of	 such	 provisions	
there	is	no	guarantee	of	using	DNA	for	such	
civil	cases,	which	can	only	be	carried	out	in	
an	atmosphere	of	trust.	

Decoding	the	DNA:	

§ Bill	allows	2	categories	of	persons	to	have	
the	 DNA	 collected	 without	 their	 consent	

and	 their	 DNA	 profiles	 added	 to	 the	
database.	

§ Persons	 suspected	 of	 any	 offence,	 where	
order	of	a	magistrate	is	required.	

§ Persons	 suspected	of	 any	 serious	offence,	
where	order	of	magistrate	is	not	required.		

Moot	questions:	

§ Who	should	be	included	in	the	database.	
§ What	 should	 be	 the	 Court’s	 role	 or	

magistrate’s	order.	
§ Size	of	the	database	and	assessment	of	its	

cost	effectiveness.	
§ The	above	 are	 some	questions	which	will	

be	 a	 point	 of	 debate	 in	 furthering	 the	
provisions	of	the	bill.	

A	Rough	Comparison:	

§ Estimated	cost	of	setting	up	the	database	is	
20	 crore	 rupees	 with	 an	 annual	
maintenance	cost	of	5	crore	rupees.	

§ This	 is	 totally	 unrealistic,	 as	 comparing	
with	 existing	 set	 up	 in	 the	 western	
countries	 like	 the	United	Kingdom,	which	
spends	 around	 3.7	million	 pounds	 to	 run	
just	in	the	year	2015-16.	

§ International	 evidence	 shows	 the	 success	
in	running	a	DNA	database	is	primarily	by	
the	 number	 of	 Crime	 scene	 DNA	 profile	
loaded	on	 to	 it	and	not	by	 the	number	of	
DNA	profiles	from	individuals.	

§ It	 thrusts	 importance	 on	 proper	 Crime	
Scene	Analysis.	

Conclusion:		
§ People	should	not	concern	about	revealing	

of	information	such	as	non-paternity	if	they	
are	up	to	assist	crime	investigation	or	even	
if	they	are	accused	of	a	crime.	

§ Such	mentality	 has	 to	 be	 infused	 only	 by	
providing	 safeguards	 to	 the	 rights	 and	
privacy	of	the	individuals.	

§ Both	 setting	 up	 of	 a	 fool	 proof	 efficient	
database	 system,	 with	 focussing	more	 on	
quality	 of	 crime	 scene	 examination	 along	
with	 infusing	 more	 faith	 in	 the	 public	
should	be	carried	forward.	

	

Perils	of	historic	amnesia:	on	Article	35A	
Introduction:	

§ Article	35A	which	is	currently	challenged	in	
the	 Supreme	 Court	 had	 been	 a	 topic	 of	
decade	in	the	past	few	decades.	

§ Its	 critics	 state	 the	 article	 grants	 undue	
powers	and	“special	status”	to	the	state	of	
Jammu	and	Kashmir.	

§ Citing	 history	 for	 the	 current	 state	 of	
defects	 in	 the	 political	 blockades	 without	
analysing	the	nature	and	time	of	that	issue,	

more	 and	 more	 facts	 and	 realities	 have	
been	 getting	 distorted	 and	 manipulated	
with	time.	

§ Even	 media	 gets	 to	 take	 this	 route	 of	
“special	status”	instead	of	bringing	the	real	
picture	of	Jammu	and	Kashmir’s	autonomy	
to	the	New	Delhi.	

A	Closer	Look	into	the	History:	
§ The	controversial	Instrument	of	Accession	

was	signed	by	Maharaja	Hari	Singh	in	1947	



Page	|	27		
	

which	brought	the	State	of	J&K	closer	to	the	
Union	of	India.	

§ It	granted	India	the	control	over	the	State’s	
defence,	 foreign	 policy	 and	
communications	only.	

§ The	 rest	 of	 the	 powers	 stayed	 with	 the	
state,	placing	itself	 in	the	middle	of	a	fully	
integrated	 state	 and	a	 neighbouring	 state	
like	 Bhutan,	 which	 gets	 protection	 from	
India.	

§ This	weak	link	was	further	complicated	by	
the	 International	 pressure	 to	 hold	 a	
plebiscite	 to	 decide	 the	 fate	 of	 the	 state	
joining	the	Union	of	India.	

Weak-link	Advantage:	

§ The	situation	furthered	separatist	interest,	
when	 Sheik	 Abdullah	 who	 is	 not	 much	
inclined	 towards	 integrating	 with	 India,	
became	the	Prime	Minister	of	the	State.	

§ During	 this	 period,	 the	 State	 had	 its	 own	
constitution	and	flag.	

§ Customs	 checks	 were	 posted	 between	
India	and	the	State.	

§ Supreme	 Court	 did	 not	 have	 jurisdiction	
over	key	issues	in	the	State.	

§ Kashmir	 militia	 was	 constituted	 as	 a	
separate	force.	

§ Separate	 trade	 through	 commissioner’s	
representing	the	State	also	been	tried.	

Constitution	of	India:	

§ In	 January	1950,	 the	Constitution	of	 India	
came	in	to	being.	

§ With	 that	 New	 Delhi	 made	 progress	 by	
improving	 relation	 with	 the	 state	 a	
presidential	order.	

§ In	 areas	 of	 defence,	 communications	 and	
foreign	affairs,	the	State	is	put	on	equal	foot	
with	rest	of	India.	

§ On	 issues	 of	 commerce,	 audit,	 judiciary,	
elections	 and	 finance,	 some	modifications	
with	New	Delhi	gaining	control	were	made.	

§ Still	 Fundamental	 Rights	 and	 Directive	
Principles	were	not	applicable	to	the	State.	

Popular	Misconception:	
§ In	1952,	Jawaharlal	Nehru	invited	Abdullah	

to	 promote	 ties	 between	 the	 State	 and	
Union	of	India.	

§ The	 agreement	 did	 not	 materialise	 but	
critics	believed	it	was	a	better	deal	than	the	
1954	presidential	order.	

§ But	 the	 agreement	 had	 the	 following	
drawbacks-	

o It	 did	 not	 finalise	 financial	
integration.	

o It	required	the	Fundamental	Rights	
and	Citizenship	to	be	granted	to	the	

State’s	residents	 through	the	State	
Legislature.	

Change	in	Landscape:	

§ Before	 the	 Delhi	 Agreement	 could	
materialise,	 the	 following	 sequence	 of	
events	 lead	 to	 favour	 India	 a	 better	 one	
later.	

§ In	 1953,	 Nehru	 faced	 a	 nationwide	
campaign	 by	 the	 Hindu	 right-wing	 group	
demanding	greater	integration	of	Kashmir.	

§ In	 August	 1953,	 Bakshi	 Ghulam	
Mohammed,	who	is	more	inclined	towards	
integration	of	the	state	with	India,	replaced	
Sheik	Abullah.	

§ In	1954,	any	plans	 for	plebiscite	were	 left	
aside,	 which	 eased	 off	 International	
pressure.	

1954	Presidential	Order:	

§ After	 being	 passed	 by	 the	 Kashmir	
Constituent	 Assembly	 in	 February,	 a	 new	
agreement	proposed	by	the	Union	of	India,	
was	passed	as	a	presidential	order	in	May	
1954.	

§ The	State	stayed	more	autonomous	with	all	
residuary	 powers	 falling	 within	 the	 State	
Legislature.	

§ State	of	J&K	can	retain	people	who	did	not	
enjoy	 the	 right	 to	 appeal	 to	 the	 Supreme	
Court.	

§ Controversial	 Land	 reform	 measures	
retained	by	them.	

§ Final	say	over	the	alteration	of	boundary	of	
states	 rested	 with	 the	 State	 Legislative	
assembly.	

§ Article	 35A	 was	 only	 a	 negligible	 part	
among	the	larger	package	conceded	to	the	
State.	

Gaining	Control	versus	Losing	Autonomy:	

§ The	 State’s	 autonomy	 in	 wide	 areas	 was	
chipped	 down	 in	 the	 following	 years	
steadily	 by	 the	 Union	 of	 India	 either	 by	
means	of	legal	means	or	by	outright	fiat.	

§ Today	after	all	the	progress	made	over	70	
years	of	 time,	Article	35A	which	 is	once	a	
small	part	of	a	 large	concessions	made,	 is	
seen	as	a	huge	grant	to	the	state	of	J&K.	

§ But	 the	 fact	 that	 J&K	 had	 almost	
surrendered	most	 of	 its	 autonomy	 to	 the	
Union	of	India	is	undeniable.	

A	Mutual	Trust:	

§ The	critics	of	Article	35A	stating	New	Delhi	
granting	special	status	 to	 J&K	 is	a	serious	
misconception.	

§ The	 presidential	 order	 as	 an	 agreement	
proposed	by	the	New	Delhi	can	materialise	
only	with	the	State	legislature	passing	it	or	
a	law	to	that	effect.	
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§ This	make	is	clear,	it	is	not	the	power	of	the	
New	 Delhi	 to	 take	 it	 from	 J&K,	 but	 the	
power	 of	 J&K	 to	 give	 or	 surrender	 its	
autonomy	to	the	Union	of	India.	

§ The	passing	of	the	1954	presidential	order	
was	 celebrated	 even	 by	Hindu	 right-wing	
groups	 as	 a	 commendable	 step	 in	 the	
getting	Kashmir	integrated	with	the	Union	
of	India.	

§ Article	35A	at	that	time	was	a	fraction	of	a	
larger	 concessional	 package	 returned	 in	
favour	of	J&K’s	integration	with	India.		

Conclusion:	

§ Nation-state	 building	 process	 on	 a	 whole	
needs	constant	negotiation	between	all	the	
stake	 holders	 to	 make	 it	 successful	 and	
stable.	

§ The	 question	 of	 doing	 away	 with	 article	
35A	is	not	a	question	to	be	discussed	by	the	
people	of	Rest	of	India	alone.	

§ The	 people	 of	 J&K	who	 have	 a	 larger	 say	
also	 needed	 to	 be	 given	 the	 chance	 to	
express	 their	 sentiments,	 which	 gets	
denied	 constantly	 due	 to	 political	 and	
terrorist	influences.	

	
	

A	Welcome	Retreat:	FRDI	Bill	
Introduction:	

§ Within	12	months	from	the	introduction	of	
the	 Finance	 Resolution	 and	 Deposit	
Insurance	Bill,	 2017	had	been	withdrawn	
by	the	Government	from	the	Parliament.	

§ This	comes	as	a	clear	acknowledgement	to	
the	 Government’s	 underestimation	 of	
extent	 and	 intensity	 of	 the	 public	
opposition	to	the	proposed	law.	

§ Only	 one	 proposal,	 the	 “bail-in	 clause”,	
which	 had	 the	 fiercest	 and	 strongest	
opposition	 from	 the	 public	 lead	 to	 the	
impasses	and	withdrawal	of	the	bill.	

FRDI	Bill:	

§ The	 FRDI	 bill	 is	 part	 of	 a	 larger,	 more	
comprehensive	 approach	 by	 the	
Government	 of	 India	 towards	 systematic	
resolution	of	all	financial	firms	like	Banks,	
Insurance	 Companies	 and	 other	 Financial	
Intermediaries.	

Objectives:	

§ To	 ensure	 an	 early	 recognition	 of	 a	
financial	firm,	regulated	by	RBI,	SEBI,	IRDA,	
PFRDA	 or	 any	 other	 authority	 as	may	 be	
notified	by	the	Central	Government,	which	
are	in	financial	distress.		

§ To	provide	a	resolution	mechanism	to	such	
financially	distressed	firms	to	minimize	the	
impact	 of	 financial	 trouble	 on	 the	
depositors	 and	 entire	 economy	 of	 the	
country.	
	

§ To	 inculcate	 discipline	 among	 financial	
service	providers	 in	 the	event	of	 financial	
crises,	by	limiting	the	use	of	public	money	
to	 bail	 out	 distressed	 entities.	
	

§ To	 strengthen	and	streamline	 the	 current	
framework	 of	 deposit	 insurance	 for	 the	
benefit	of	retail	depositors.	

§ To	decrease	the	time	and	costs	involved	in	
resolving	distressed	financial	entities.	

Methods	of	Resolution:	

§ The	 Resolution	 Corporation	may	 undergo	
the	following	process	in	achieving	effective	
results.	

o Merger	or	Acquisitions	
o Transferring	 of	 Assets,	 Liabilities	

and	 Management	 to	 a	 temporary	
firm.	

o Liquidation.	
§ If	the	resolution	is	not	completed	within	2	

years,	 the	 firm	will	be	Liquidated	and	the	
proceeds	 are	distributed	 as	per	 the	order	
specified	in	the	Bill.	

Concerns	in	FRDI:	

§ The	 bill	 empowers	 the	 Resolution	
Corporation	to	bail-in	the	company.	

§ Bail-out	is	the	use	of	public	funds	to	inject	
capital	in	to	an	ailing	company.	

§ Bail-in	 involves	 the	 use	 of	 depositor’s	
funds	 to	 achieve	 the	 same	 result	 capital	
infusion	or	refinance	to	support	bank.	

§ Bail-in	can	be	done	either	by	cancelling	the	
bank’s	 liabilities	 or	 converting	 them	 in	 to	
other	forms	such	as	equity.	

§ According	to	the	critics	the	bail	in	clause	is	
a	 copy	 of	 the	 guidelines	 of	 Financial	
Stability	board.	

§ This	 can	 result	 in	 depositors	 losing	 their	
hard-earned	 money	 deposited	 with	 the	
banks.	

Common	Man’s	Concern:	
§ Banks	 by	 nature	 of	 their	 working	 gets	

money	from	the	depositors	who	park	their	
hard-earned	money	with	the	banks.	

§ Banks	 in	 turn	 use	 this	 money	 to	 credit	
borrowers	at	some	interest	through	which	
it	 earns	 the	 profit	 and	 pays	 interest	with	
the	profit	earned	to	the	depositors.	
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§ The	proposed	bail-in	clause	causes	the	fear	
to	the	depositor,	who	had	to	take	part	in	the	
pain	along	with	the	banks	when	the	banks	
undergo	insolvency	due	to	financial	loss.	

§ This	raises	fear	of	losing	their	hard-earned	
money	when	the	bank	fails	to	manage	itself,	
eventually	 leading	 to	 opposition	 of	 a	 law	
framing	such	clause.	

§ Government’s	 role	 in	 suppressing	
apprehensions	 and	 assuring	 guarantees	
had	no	outcome	considering	the	amount	of	
fear	 the	 proposed	 law	 instilled	 in	 the	
common	man.	

What’s	Next?	
§ The	 need	 for	 a	 specialised	 process	 to	

resolve	large	financial	organisations	which	
are	 on	 the	 verge	 of	 getting	 bankruptcy	
should	not	be	compromised.	

§ The	 above	 situation	 of	 a	 bank	 failure	 can	
pose	 difficult	 and	 instability	 to	 overall	
financial	stability.	

§ Withdrawal	 of	 FRDI	 bill	 provides	 the	
perfect	time	and	space	to	the	policy	makers	
to	 reappraise	 the	 existing	 framework	 for	
resolving	 bankruptcy	 scenarios	 among	
financial	entities.	

§ An	 evaluation	 of	 Insolvency	 and	
Bankruptcy	Code	will	take	place.	

§ Also,	 measures	 to	 strengthen	 the	 Deposit	
Insurance	 and	 Credit	 Guarantee	
Corporation	(DICGC)	need	to	be	taken.	

DICGC:	

§ A	subsidiary	of	Reserve	Bank	of	India,	came	
in	to	existence	on	1978	by	merging	Deposit	
Insurance	 Corporation	 (DIC)	 and	 Credit	
Guarantee	Corporation	of	India	limited.	

§ It	 is	 established	 under	 the	 provisions	 of	
DICGC	act	1961.	

§ Created	 for	 the	 purpose	 of	 insurance	 of	
deposits	 and	 guaranteeing	 of	 credit	
facilities	and	for	other	matters	as	specified	
in	the	act.	

§ It	provides	a	maximum	of	1	lakh	rupee	to	a	
depositor	in	case	of	failure	of	banks,	which	
was	set	up	way	back	in	1993.	

Conclusion:	

§ Given	 the	 conditions	 of	 the	 domestic	 and	
international	 financial	 markets,	 a	 robust	
insolvency	mechanism	is	necessary.	

§ The	 withdrawal	 of	 FRDI	 bill	 leaves	 no	
choice	rather	than	focussing	on	the	existing	
mechanism	 and	 strengthening	 them,	 like	
the	 DICGC,	 which	 provides	 insurance	 to	
depositors.	

§ The	 insurance	 amount	 has	 not	 been	
increased	 even	 with	 increasing	 rate	 of	
inflation	 and	 the	 growing	 market	
anomalies.	 	 Upgrading	 existing	
mechanisms	and	better	management	of	the	
banks	are	the	area	of	focus.	
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Yojana	
	

Social	 Empowerment	 for	Differently	

Abled	
§ In	 India,	 disabled	 people	 are	 still	

oppressed,	 marginalized	 and	 denied	 the	
opportunity	 for	 full	 citizenship	 and	
participation,	and	from	living	a	reasonable	
quality	 of	 life	 because	 of	 society’s	
persistent	 stereotypical	 and	 prejudiced	
perception	 of	 them	 as	 inferior,	 incapable,	
inadequate	and	a	burden	on	family	sources	
and	society.	

§ As	per	2011	census,	the	number	of	PwDs	in	
India	is	268.14	lakhs	constituting	2.21%	of	
total	population.	

§ The	 highest	 number	 of	 people	 with	
disabilities	has	locomotor	(54.37),	hearing	
impairment	 (50.73)	 and	 visual	
empowerment	(50.33).	

§ The	 focus	 today	 is	 on	 rights	 of	 disabled	
persons,	equalization	of	opportunities	and	
their	integration	in	mainstream	society.		

§ Though	we	have	come	a	long	way	still	much	
need	 to	 be	 done	 to	 ensure	 an	 inclusive,	
barrier	 free	 and	 rights-based	 society	 for	
persons	 with	 disabilities	 through	
empowering	them.	

§ The	 term	 empowerment	 has	 different	
meaning	 in	 different	 sociocultural	 and	
political	 contexts	 terms	 include	 self-
strength,	 control,	 capable	 of	 fighting	 for	
one’s	 rights,	 independence	 and	 own	
decision	making.	

§ It	 can	 be	 through	 economic,	 political	 or	
social	means	increasing	one’s	authority	and	
control	 over	 the	 resources	 and	 decisions	
that	affect	one’s	life.		

Government	Initiative		
§ In	 2012,	 a	 separate	 Department	 for	

Empowerment	of	Persons	with	Disabilities	
was	created	in	the	Ministry	of	Social	Justice	
and	Empowerment.	

§ It	is	aimed	at	welfare	and	empowerment	of	
the	 person	 with	 disabilities	 and	
rehabilitation	at	various	aspects	including	
social	empowerment	such	as	ADIP,	SIPDA,	
DDRS	along	with	other	schemes.	

Assistance	to	Disabled	Persons	(ADIP)	

§ Under	 this	 scheme,	 more	 than	 400	 crore	
rupees	 have	 been	 utilized	 between	 2014	
and	2017	benefiting	around	7	lakh	PwDs.	

§ For	 the	 first	 time,	 cochlear	 implant	
programme	was	launched	in	2014.	

§ Motorized	 tricycles	 were	 to	 persons	 with	
severe	disabilities	at	subsidized	rates.	

Technology	 Development	 Projects	 In	 Mission	

Mode	

§ This	 scheme	was	 launched	 in	 1990-91	 to	
provide	suitable	and	cost-effective	aids	and	
appliances	 to	 increase	 the	 employment	
opportunities	and	integration	in	society	of	
the	physically	disabled.	

§ Suitable	 R&D	 projects	 are	 identified	 and	
funded	for	developing	aids	and	appliances	
through	 IITs,	 educational	 institutes,	
research	 agencies	 and	 voluntary	
organisations.	

§ 100%	financial	assistance	is	provided	and	
selection	 of	projects	 is	 done	 by	 Technical	
Advisory	Groups.	

Inclusive	 Education	 for	 the	 Disabled	 at	

Secondary	Stage	(IEDSS)	

§ Children	with	disabilities	aged	14	or	above	
are	 supported	 for	 completing	 their	
secondary	education	(9-12)	in	government,	
local	body	and	government	aided	schools.		

§ There	 are	 provided	 with	 aids	 and	
appliances	 for	 their	 disabilities,	 access	 to	
learning	 material,	 transport	 facilities,	
hostel	 facilities,	 scholarships,	 books,	
assistive	 technologies	 and	 provisions	 of	
scribe	and	readers.	

Accessible	India	Campaign	

§ This	 scheme	 was	 launched	 in	 2015	 for	
creating	universal	accessibility	for	PwDs	in	
built	 environment,	 transport,	 information	
and	 communication	 technology	 (ICT)	
ecosystem.	

§ This	campaign	is	based	on	the	principles	of	
social	model	of	disability,	that	disability	is	
caused	by	the	way	society	is	organised	and	
no	 the	 person’s	 limitation	 and	
impairments.		

Implementation	of	persons	with	disabilities	act	

(SIPDA)	

§ Financial	 assistance	 is	 provided	 for	 skill	
development,	 creation	 of	 barrier	 free	
environment,	 running	 some	 institutions	
and	related	activities.	

§ The	 scheme	 provides	 for	 barrier	 free	
environment	 in	 government	 buildings	 by	
providing	 ramps,	 rails,	 lift,	 adoption	 of	
toilets	 for	wheelchair	users,	brail	 signage,	
auditory	signals	and	tactile	flooring.	

§ Deendayal	disabled	rehabilitation	schemes	
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§ Financial	 assistance	 is	 provided	 to	 NGOs	
for	 projects	 relating	 to	 rehabilitation	 of	
PwDs.	

§ It	 is	aimed	at	 enabling	 them	 to	 reach	and	
maintain	 their	 optimal	 physical,	 sensory,	
intellectual,	 psychological	 and	 social	
functional	levels.	

Information,	 communication	 and	 technology	

(ICT)	

§ A	mobile	 app	will	 be	 launched	 to	provide	
information	 on	 disabled	 friendly	 public	
utilities	in	a	city	and	will	feature	places	like	
ATMs,	 banks,	 toilets	 and	 also	 have	 user	
generated	ratings	of	how	disabled	friendly	
are	those	places.	

§ New	devices	are	developed	such	as	speech-
recognition	programmes	for	computer.	

§ The	government	will	be	providing	training	
to	200	people	every	year	over	the	next	five	
years	on	sign	language.	

§ It	 is	 also	 planning	 to	 introduce	 set	 top	
boxes	to	make	TV	programmes	more	useful	
for	persons	with	visual	impairment.	

§ Content	 on	 government	 websites	 will	 be	
converted	 from	 text	 to	 speech	 mode	
through	screen	reader	programmes.		

Awareness	generation	and	publicity	

§ It	was	launched	in	2014	with	an	objective	
of	 providing	 wide	 publicity	 through	
electronic,	print,	film,	media,	multimedia	to		

o Schemes	being	 run	by	 central	and	
state	 governments	 for	 welfare	 of	
PwDs	

o Disseminate	 information	 about	
legal	rights	

o Sensitise	 the	 employers	 on	 the	
special	needs		

o Develop	content	rehabilitation		
Conclusion		

§ Social	 empowerment	 is	 indispensable	 to	
achieving	quality	of	life	for	PwDs	and	it	 is	
both	 a	 continuous	 process	 as	 well	 as	 a	
result.	

§ It	is	implemented	at	four	levels	
o Individual	 level-where	 the	 person	

values	 him	 and	 actively	 wants	 to	
participate	in	life	

o Family	level-where	the	family	gets	
guidance	 and	 support	 for	 social	
rehabilitation		

o Community	level-where	awareness	
programme	can	be	conducted		

o Social	policies	level	impacting	local	
and	 national	 level	 actions	 to	
promote	social	equity	and	inclusion	
of	all	persons	with	disabilities.	

§ Social	 policies	 and	 facilities	 can	 become	
effective	 tools	 to	 encourage	 people	 with	
disabilities	 to	 acquire	 social	
empowerment.	

	
	

Fostering	 Entrepreneurship	 among	

the	Marginalized		
§ An	emerging	economy	needs	inclusivity	in	

its	programmes	and	schemes	to	empower	
each	and	every	section	of	society.	

§ Since	 independence	 various	 steps	 have	
been	 taken	 for	 empowerment	 of	 every	
section	 however	 there	 is	 still	 room	 for	
improvement.	

§ Minority	 communities,	 persons	 with	
disabilities	and	women	face	alienation	due	
to	 social	 stigma	 and	 are	 subjected	 to	
unworthy	living	conditions.	

§ We	have	 still	 not	 reached	equal	 access	 to	
resources	and	opportunities	and	 inclusive	
development	 despite	 several	 years	 of	
liberalization	and	economic	progress.	

Favourable	Social	Perception		

§ A	 study	 conducted	 by	 Pratham	 for	 NITI	
Aayog	 has	 found	 that	 about	 70%	 of	
respondents	who	come	from	semi-urban	or	
rural	areas	aspire	to	become	self-employed	
entrepreneurs.	

§ Most	of	the	youth	come	from	marginalised	
communities	 in	 rural	 areas	 which	 are	
largely	 resource	 constrained	
environments.	

§ They	 are	 fascinated	 by	 inventing	 new	
products,	solving	complex	social	problems	
through	novel	solutions	and	breakthrough	
strategies.	

§ The	 Global	 Entrepreneurship	 Monitor	
Report	 2016-17	 finds	 an	 increase	 in	 the	
rate	of	‘entrepreneurial	intention’	to	14.9%	
compared	to	9%	in	2015-16	and	the	fear	of	
failure	declined	from	44%	to	37.5%.	

§ Similarly,	 Amway	 Entrepreneurship	 India	
Report-2015	 finds	 that	 30%	 of	 surveyed	
respondents	 imagine	 staring	 their	 own	
business.	

§ All	 these	 are	 a	 healthy	 sign	 for	
entrepreneurship	 development	 in	 the	
country.	

Challenges	and	Opportunities	

§ Lack	 of	 education	 and	 skills	 is	 a	 major	
impediment	 which	 results	 in	 lack	 of	
confidence	to	undertake	responsibilities.	
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§ Entrepreneurship	 and	 skill	 development	
with	 hands-on	 training	 can	 address	 these	
deficiencies.	

§ Workshops	 and	 seminars	 help	 in	 attitude	
orientation	and	confidence	building.		

§ Strategic	 planning	 approach	 consists	 of	
focused	entrepreneurial	training,	guidance	
and	 mentoring,	 to	 the	 marginalised	
sections	 to	 gear	 them	 towards	 self-
employment.	

§ Shortage	of	finance,	fear	of	risk	and	lack	of	
functional	literacy	are	some	of	reasons.	

§ Constraints	in	raw	material	supply,	lack	of	
adequate	capital	and	absence	of	marketing	
infrastructure	are	primary	hindrances	for	a	
rural	entrepreneur	

§ Due	 to	 lack	 of	 education	 there	 is	 lack	 of	
aptitude	 and	 competency	 and	 lack	 of	
awareness	towards	facilities	available.	

§ Post	1990	economic	 reforms,	 the	number	
of	Dalit	entrepreneurs	have	 increased	but	
their	employment	generation	has	been	low.	

§ They	find	it	difficult	to	expand	due	to	lack	
of	 capacity	 to	 compete	 and	 also	 due	 to	
discrimination.	

In	order	to	tackle	these	challenges,	the	government	
has	taken	the	following	policy	initiatives	
Start-up	India	Programme	

§ The	government	set	up	a	Fund	of	Funds	for	
Start-ups	(FFS)	with	a	corpus	of	Rs.10,000	
crore	to	support	these	companies	over	the	
next	4	years.	

§ The	money	will	be	distributed	via	the	Small	
Industries	 Development	 Bank	 of	 India	
(SIDBI).	

§ Start-ups	 are	 given	 tax	 exemptions	under	
Section	80	IAC	of	Income	Tax	Act.	

§ In	spite	of	the	efforts,	the	programme	is	yet	
to	 gain	 momentum	 to	 create	 an	 impact.	
Only	a	miniscule	amount	of	actual	FFS	has	
been	used.	

§ A	virtual	Start-up	India	Hub	was	created	to	
provide	 information	 and	 learning	
resources	 to	 aspirants	 and	 Learning	 and	
Development	 module	 has	 been	 designed	
for	nascent	entrepreneurs.	

Stand-up	India	Initiative	
§ Under	this	scheme,	around	1.25	lakh	bank	

branches	 are	 encouraged	 to	 fund	 SC/ST	
and	 women	 entrepreneurs	 to	 create	
around	2.5	lakh	new	entrepreneurs.	

§ Each	bank	has	to	give	loans	from	10	lakh	to	
100	lakh	to	one	SC/ST	and	one	woman.	

§ This	 scheme	 was	 formulated	 to	 promote	
entrepreneurship	 at	 grass-roots	 for	
economic	empowerment	and	job	creation.	

The	 Mudra	 Scheme	 (Pradhan	 Mantri’s	 Mudra	

Yojana,	PMMY)	
§ The	 Micro	 Units	 Development	 and	

Refinance	 Agency	 (MUDRA)	 is	 the	
executive	 executing	 financial	 body	 that	
fulfills	 the	 programme	 objectives	 under	
Stand-up	India.	

§ It	 provides	 funding	 support	 to	 financial	
institutions	 that	 lend	 small	 loans	 to	 the	
micro-units	in	the	country.	

§ The	micro-loans	have	been	categorized	and	
named	 ‘shishu’,	 ‘kishor’	 and	 ‘tarun’	
according	to	the	phase	of	growth	of	the	firm	
and	funding	needs.	

§ 28%	of	 beneficiaries	 have	 been	 first	 time	
entrepreneurs,	74%	borrowers	are	women	
and	 55%	 belong	 to	 SC/ST	 and	 OBC	
categories.	

§ This	 scheme	 has	 made	 attempts	 to	
empower	 the	 bottom	 of	 the	 society	
however	a	lot	more	needs	to	be	done.	

§ Follow	 up	 mechanism	 and	
entrepreneurship	 mentoring	 would	
increase	 the	 enterprise	 sustenance	 of	
MUDRA	 supported	 enterprises	 and	 also	
create	more	jobs.	

Start-up	Village	Entrepreneurship	Programme	

(SVEP)	

§ The	scheme	was	launched	to	motivate	rural	
youngsters	 to	 take	 up	 self-employment	
opportunities	 with	 the	 help	 of	 state-
sponsored	financial	support.		

§ It	 has	 been	 designed	 to	 bolster	 the	 rural	
economy	 and	 achieve	 financial	 inclusion	
micro-credit	 loans	and	mentoring	support	
and	 has	 sensitized	 the	 rural	
entrepreneurship	landscape.	

§ The	 implementation	 part	 could	 be	
standardized	 to	 make	 every	 region	
entrepreneurial	 in	 order	 to	 create	
sustainable	rural	enterprises.	

Conclusion		

§ Promoting	 entrepreneurship	 abilities	
among	 marginalised	 sections	 can	 lead	 to	
multi-dimensional	 progress	 and	 also	 as	 a	
tool	 to	 counter	 the	 social	 malaise	 of	
discrimination.	

§ It	 has	 twin	 purpose	 of	 generating	
employment	 on	 one	 hand	 and	 exploiting	
the	untapped	resources	and	opportunities	
on	the	other	hand.		

§ The	socially	backward	communities	can	be	
turned	 into	 competitive	 entrepreneurs	
through	 regular	 entrepreneurship	
development	 interventions,	 periodic	
mentoring	 and	 guidance	 sessions	 and	 an	
integrated	 policy	 strategy	 to	 micro-
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enterprises	 development	 using	 the	
potential	 of	 self-help	 groups	 and	 micro	
finance.	

	

Constitutional	Provisions	for	Social	Justice		
§ Our	 constitution	 guarantees	 justice	 and	

equality	of	opportunity	to	all	its	citizens.	It	
also	 recognizes	 that	 equal	 opportunity	
implies	 the	 competition	 between	 equals	
and	not	‘un-equals’.	

§ Taking	cognizance	of	the	inequality	in	our	
social	 structure,	 the	 makers	 of	 the	
constitution	 argued	 that	 weaker	 sections	
have	 to	 be	 dealt	 with	 on	 preferential	
footing	by	the	state.		

§ A	 special	 responsibility	 was,	 thus,	 placed	
upon	the	state	to	provide	protection	to	the	
weaker	sections	of	society.		

§ Accordingly,	 the	 constitution	 of	 India	
provided	 for	 protective	 discrimination	
under	 various	 articles	 to	 accelerate	 the	
process	 of	 building	 an	 egalitarian	 social	
order.	

Preamble	
§ In	the	Preamble	to	the	constitution	of	India,	

first,	 third	 and	 fourth	 goals	 respectively	
mentioned	the	security	of	all	its	citizens:	

o JUSTICE	 social,	 economic	 and	
political;	

o EQUALITY	 of	 status	 and	 of	
opportunity;	 and	 to	 promote	
among	them	all	

o FRATERNITY	 assuring	 the	 dignity	
of	the	individual	and	the	unity	and	
integrity	of	the	nation.	

Fundamental	Rights	

Right	to	Equality		

Article	14	

§ Equality	before	the	law.	
Article	15	

§ Prohibition	of	discrimination	on	grounds	of	
religion,	race,	caste,	sex	or	place	of	birth.	

Article	16	

§ Equality	of	opportunity	in	matters	of	public	
employment.	

Article	17	
§ Abolition	of	Untouchability	

Article	24	

§ Prohibition	 of	 employment	 of	 children	 in	
factories	etc.	

Directive	Principles	of	State	Policy		

Article	38	

§ State	 to	 secure	 a	 social	 order	 for	 the	
promotion	of	the	welfare	of	the	people	

§ The	 State	 shall	 strive	 to	 promote	 the	
welfare	 of	 the	 people	 by	 securing	 and	

protecting	as	effectively	as	it	may	a	social	
order	in	which	justice,	social,	economic	and	
political,	shall	inform	all	the	institutions	of	
the	national	life.	

§ The	 State	 shall,	 in	 particular,	 strive	 to	
minimize	 the	 inequalities	 in	 income,	 and	
endeavour	 to	 eliminate	 inequalities	 in	
status,	facilities	and	opportunities,	not	only	
amongst	 individuals	 but	 also	 amongst	
groups	of	people	residing	in	different	areas	
or	engaged	in	different	vocations.	

Article	39	

§ The	 State	 shall,	 in	 particular,	 direct	 its	
policy	towards	securing—	

o That	the	citizens,	men	and	women	
equally,	 have	 the	 right	 to	 an	
adequate	means	of	livelihood;	

o That	the	ownership	and	control	of	
the	 material	 resources	 of	 the	
community	 are	 so	 distributed	 as	
best	to	serve	the	common	good;	

o That	the	operation	of	the	economic	
system	 does	 not	 result	 in	 the	
concentration	of	wealth	and	means	
of	 production	 to	 the	 common	
detriment;	

o That	 there	 is	 equal	 pay	 for	 equal	
work	for	both	men	and	women;	

o That	 the	 health	 and	 strength	 of	
workers,	men	and	women,	and	the	
tender	 age	 of	 children	 are	 not	
abused	 and	 that	 citizens	 are	 not	
forced	 by	 economic	 necessity	 to	
enter	 avocations	 unsuited	 to	 their	
age	or	strength;	

o That	 children	 are	 given	
opportunities	 and	 facilities	 to	
develop	in	a	healthy	manner	and	in	
conditions	 of	 freedom	 and	 dignity	
and	 that	 childhood	 and	 youth	 are	
protected	 against	 exploitation	 and	
against	 moral	 and	 material	
abandonment.	

Article	39A	

§ Equal	justice	and	free	legal	aid		
Provisions	Relating	to	Persons	with	Disability	

and	the	Old	

Article	41	

§ Right	 to	work,	 to	 education	 and	 to	public	
assistance	 in	 case	 of	 unemployment,	 old	
age,	 sickness	 and	 disablement	 within	 the	
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limits	of	the	state’s	economic	capacity	and	
development.	

Provisions	 relating	 to	 SCs/STs	 and	 other	

weaker	sections	

Article	46	

§ Promotion	 of	 educational	 and	 economic	
interests	 of	 scheduled	 castes,	 scheduled	
tribes,	 and	 other	 backward	 sections	 and	
shall	protect	them	from	social	injustice	and	
all	forms	of	exploitation.		

Article	366(24)	

§ Scheduled	 caste	means	 such	 castes,	 races	
or	tribes	or	parts	of	or	groups	within	such	
castes,	races	or	tribes	as	are	deemed	under	
Article	341	to	the	scheduled	castes	for	the	
purpose	of	this	constitution.			

Article	341:	Scheduled	Castes	
§ The	President	with	rest	to	any	state/UT	in	

consultation	 with	 the	 Governor	 specifies	
the	castes,	 tribes	or	races	or	groups	 to	be	
deemed	as	scheduled	castes.	

§ Parliament	 may	 by	 law	 include/exclude	
any	 caste,	 race	 or	 tribe	 from	 the	 list	 of	
scheduled	castes.	

Safeguard	for	SCs	And	STs	
Social	safeguards	

Article	17	

§ It	relates	to	the	abolition	of	untouchability	
being	practiced	in	the	society.	

§ The	parliament	also	enacted	the	Protection	
of	Civil	Rights	Act,	1955	and	the	Scheduled	
Castes	and	Scheduled	Tribes	(Prevention	of	
Atrocities)	Act,	1989	to	tackle	the	problem	
of	 untouchability	 being	 practiced	 under	
scheduled	castes.	

Article	23	
§ This	 prohibits	 human	 trafficking	 and	

beggar	 and	 other	 similar	 forms	 of	 forced	
labour	and	provides	that	any	contravention	
of	 this	 provision	 shall	 be	 a	 punishable	
offence.	

§ Although	 this	 article	 is	 not	 specifically	
articulated	for	the	SCs	and	STs	because	the	
majority	of	bonded	labour	is	from	SCs	so	it	
holds	significance	for	them.	

Article	25	(2)(b)	

• It	provides	that	Hindu	religious	institutions	
of	a	public	character	shall	be	opened	to	all	
classes	and	sections	of	Hindu.	

Economic	safeguards	

Article	46	

§ Promotion	 of	 educational	 and	 economic	
interests	 of	 scheduled	 castes,	 scheduled	
tribes,	 and	 other	 backward	 sections	 and	
shall	protect	them	from	social	injustice	and	
all	forms	of	exploitation.		

Educational	and	cultural	safeguards	

Article	15(4)		

§ It	 empowers	 the	 state	 to	 make	 special	
provisions	 for	 the	 advancement	 of	 any	
socially	or	educationally	backward	class	of	
citizens	and	for	SCs.		

§ This	 article	 enabled	 the	 state	 to	 reserve	
seats	for	SCs	in	educational	institutions.	

Article	355	

§ Allows	 relaxation	 in	 qualifying	 marks	 for	
admission	 in	 educational	 institutes	 or	
promotions	for	SCs/STs	

Political	safeguards	

Article	243D	

§ Reservation	 of	 seats	 for	 the	 Scheduled	
castes	 and	 the	 scheduled	 tribes	 in	 every	
panchayat.	

Article	243T	
§ Reservation	 of	 seats	 for	 scheduled	 castes	

and	 the	 scheduled	 tribes	 in	 every	
municipality.	

Article	330	
§ Reservation	 of	 seats	 for	 scheduled	 castes	

and	the	scheduled	tribes	in	the	House	of	the	
People.	

Article	332	
§ Reservation	 of	 seats	 for	 scheduled	 castes	

and	the	scheduled	tribes	in	the	Legislative	
Assemblies	of	the	states.	

Article	334	
§ Reservation	 of	 seats	 and	 the	 special	

representation	to	cease	after	sixty	years.	
Service	safeguards	
Article	16(4)		

§ This	 clause	 allows	 the	 state	 to	 reserve	
vacancies	 in	 public	 service	 for	 any	
backward	classes	of	 the	state	 that	are	not	
adequately	 represented	 in	 the	 public	
services.	

Article	16(4A)	

§ This	 allows	 the	 state	 to	 implement	
reservation	 in	 the	matter	of	promotion	of	
SCs	and	STs.	

Article	16(4B)	

§ This	 allows	 the	 state	 to	 consider	 unfilled	
vacancies	reserved	for	backward	classes	as	
a	separate	class	of	vacancies	not	subject	to	
a	limit	of	50%	reservation.	

Other	safeguards	

Article	164	

§ Appoint	special	minister	for	tribal	welfare	
in	the	states	of	Madhya	Pradesh,	Bihar	and	
Odisha.	

Article	275		

§ Allows	 special	 grant	 in	 aids	 to	 states	 for	
tribal	welfare	

Article	338/338A/339	
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§ Establishes	a	National	Commission	for	SCs	
and	 STs.	 Article	 339	 allows	 the	 central	
government	 to	direct	 states	 to	 implement	
and	 execute	 plans	 for	 betterment	 of	
SCs/STs.	

Article	340	

§ Allows	 the	 president	 to	 appoint	 a	
commission	 to	investigate	the	condition	if	
socially	 and	 economically	 backward	
classes	and	table	the	report	in	parliament.	

	

Growth	opportunities	for	weaker	sections		
§ The	 Indian	 constitution	 has	 provisions	 to	

provide	justice	in	all	aspects	of	life,	equality	
in	 status,	 social	 security	 and	 economic	
safeguards	 to	 weaker	 sections	 of	 the	
society.		

§ Successive	 governments	 have	 made	
significant	policy	changes	to	bring	the	poor	
at	par	with	the	rest	of	the	society	by	making	
necessary	amendments	to	constitution	and	
legislative	framework	for	broader	financial	
inclusion.	

Steps	Taken	

§ Banks	have	been	nationalized		
§ Priority	sector	lending	norms	for	banks	
§ Introduction	of	lead	bank	scheme		
§ Establishment	of	Regional	Rural	Banks	 to	

provide	last	mile	connectivity	to	people	in	
rural	areas	

§ The	 concept	of	 service	 area	 approach	has	
been	brought			

§ Introduction	 of	 Self	 Help	 Groups	 (SHGs)-
Bank	 linkage	 programmes	 have	 been	
introduced	 to	 give	 a	 platform	 for	 needy	
people	 to	 come	 up	 with	 business	 and	
innovative	ideas	to	self-sustain	and	engage	
in	gainful	economic	activities.		

Financial	Inclusion		

§ Financial	 inclusion	 is	 the	 process	 of	
ensuring	access	to	financial	services,	timely	
and	 adequate	 credit	 for	 needy	 weaker	
sections	 and	 low-income	 groups	 at	 an	
affordable	rate.		

§ It	is	one	of	the	critical	aspects	in	context	of	
inclusive	growth	and	development.	

§ Most	 of	 the	 countries	 consider	 financial	
inclusion	 as	 the	 means	 to	 more	
comprehensive	 growth	 and	 it	 improves	
financial	 status	 of	 individual	 and	 the	
economy.		

§ Financial	 inclusion	 has	 become	 a	 top	
priority	 to	create	an	egalitarian	society	as	
majority	 of	 Indian	 population	 live	 with	
economic	insecurity.	

Barriers	for	Financial	Inclusion		

§ Study	 has	 found	 that	 despite	 the	 vast	
network	 of	 formal	 banking	 network,	 the	
basic	 financial	 services	 are	 still	 not	
accessible	to	large	section	of	the	society.	

§ In	 spite	 of	 the	massive	 branch	 expansion	
activity	 carried	 out	 by	 the	 banks,	 the	
challenges	of	banking	sector	have	not	been	
met	and	there	is	need	for	recognizing	new	
channels	to	achieve	full	inclusive	growth	in	
the	country.	

§ From	the	demand	side,	the	reasons	are	low	
income,	poverty	 and	 illiteracy	 and	 lack	of	
awareness.	

§ From	 the	 supply	 side,	 branch	 proximity,	
timings,	 cumbersome	 documentation	 and	
procedures,	 attitude	 of	 bank	 staff	 and	
language.		

The	other	challenges	are		

§ Inflexible	repayment	terms	
§ Reluctance	to	approach	the	bank	for	small	

loans	
§ Agent	and	vendor	risk	
§ Consumption	 oriented	 expenditure	

patterns	
§ Dormant	accounts	
§ Inadequate	awareness	levels	
§ Lack	of	infrastructure	
§ Low	literacy	rates	
§ Poor	saving	habits		
§ Recovery	related	issues	
§ Small	 ticket	 transactions	 and	 high	

transaction	costs	
§ Sustainability	factor	
§ Mobile	 number	 registration	 and	 PIN	

number	generation	
§ Financial	illiteracy	
§ Low	penetration	of	financial	services	
§ Less	efficiency	of	business	correspondents	

Financial	Inclusion	and	the	Government		
The	 National	 Scheduled	 Castes	 Finance	 and	

Development	Corporation	(NSCFDC)	

§ NSCFDC	 was	 setup	 in	 1989	 as	 a	
government	 not	 for	 company	 under	 the	
companies	act.	

§ The	broad	objective	is	financing,	facilitating	
and	 mobilizing	 funds	 for	 the	 economic	
empowerment	 of	 scheduled	 caste	
communities	 living	 below	 the	 double	 the	
poverty	line	(DPL)	limit.	

§ It	 extends	 loans	 at	 concessional	 rates	 to	
scheduled	 castes	 living	 below	 the	 DPL	 as	
refinancing	 through	 state	 channelizing	
agencies	and	regional	rural	banks.	
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§ NSFDC	 also	 aids	 directly	 to	 the	 target	
groups	 for	 skill	 development	 and	
marketing.		

The	 National	 Scheduled	 Tribes	 Finance	 and	

Development	Corporation	(NSTFDC)	

§ NSTFDC	 was	 established	 in	 2001	 as	 a	
government	not	for	profit	company	under	
companies	 act	 to	 provide	 concessional	
financial	assistance	to	scheduled	tribes	for	
their	 economic	 and	 educational	
development.		

§ It	 assists	 SHGs	 and	 extends	 financial	
assistance	for	projects	upto	Rs.25	lakhs	and	
also	provides	concessional	finance	to	tribal	
artisans	 empanelled	 with	 TRIFED	 for	
purchase	 of	 project	 related	 assets	 and	
working	capital.		

§ The	Adivasi	Mahila	Sashakikaran	Yojana	is	
an	 exclusive	 scheme	 for	 economic	
development	 of	 scheduled	 tribes’	 women	
under	which	NSTFDC	provides	 loans	upto	
90	per	cent	of	project	cost	upto	Rs.1	lakh.		

§ NSTFDC	 has	 introduced	 new	 schemes	 for	
educational	skill	development	of	scheduled	
tribes	such	as	Adivasi	Shiksha	Rinn	Yojana.	

	The	 National	 Safai	 Karmacharis	 Finance	 and	

Development	Corporation	(NSKFDC)	

§ NSKFDC	 was	 started	 in	 1997	 as	 a	
government	not	for	profit	company	and	is	
fully	owned	by	the	government	of	India.	

§ NSKFDC	 disburses	 the	 funds	 to	 state	
channelizing	 agencies	 (SCA)	 and	 to	
regional	 rural	 banks	 and	 nationalized	
banks	for	onward	disbursement	of	funds	to	
beneficiaries.	

§ The	SCA	disburses	funds	to	beneficiaries	in	
association	 with	 district	 social	 welfare	
department.	

The	 National	 Backward	 Classes	 Finance	 and	

Development	Corporation	(NBCFDC)	
§ NBCFDC	 is	 a	 government	 undertaking	

under	 Ministry	 of	 Social	 Justice	 and	
Empowerment	started	in	1992.	

§ The	 company	 is	 a	 not	 for	 profit	 with	 an	
objective	 to	 promote	 economic	 and	
development	 activities	 for	 benefit	 of	
backward	classes	and	to	assist	the	poorer	
section	 of	 these	 classes	 in	 skill	
development	 and	 self-employment	
ventures.		

The	 National	 Minorities	 Finance	 and	
Development	Corporation	(NMDFC)	

§ NMDFC	 was	 incorporated	 in	 1994	 as	 a	
company	not	for	profit.	

§ The	 prime	 mandate	 is	 to	 provide	
concessional	 finance	 to	 the	minorities	 for	

self-employment/income	 generation	
activities.	

§ As	 per	 the	 national	 commission	 for	
minorities	act,	1992,	the	notified	minorities	
are	Muslims,	 Christians,	 Sikhs,	 Buddhists,	
Parsis	and	Jain.		

The	 National	 Handicapped	 Finance	 and	

Development	Corporation	(NHFDC)	

§ NHFDC	was	setup	to	play	a	catalytic	role	in	
economic	 development	 of	 persons	 with	
disabilities	in	1997.	

§ It	has	been	working	as	an	apex	corporation	
for	the	benefit	of	persons	with	disabilities	
(PwDs)	in	the	country.	

§ The	 corporation	 has	 been	 extending	
financial	assistance	for	the	benefit	of	PwDs	
for	 their	 economic	 empowerment	 and	
helps	 them	 rise	 up	 the	 economic/social	
ladder.	

Rashtriya	Mahila	Kosh	(RMK)	

§ RMK	is	an	autonomous	organisation	under	
the	 Ministry	 of	 Women	 and	 Child	
Development	registered	as	a	society	and	an	
apex	micro-finance	organisation.		

§ The	 main	 objective	 is	 to	 provide	 micro-
credit	to	poor	women	for	various	livelihood	
support	and	income	generating	activities	at	
concessional	 terms	 in	 a	 client	 friendly	
procedure	 to	 bring	 about	 their	 socio-
economic	development.		

MUDRA	Yojana	

§ MUDRA	 was	 launched	 in	 2015	 for	
providing	loans	up	to	10	lakhs	to	the	non-
corporate,	 non-farm	 small/micro	
enterprises.		

§ Loans	 are	 given	 by	 commercial	 banks,	
RRBs,	 small	 finance	 banks,	 cooperative	
banks,	MFIs	and	NBFCs.	

§ There	are	 three	products	namely	 ‘Shishu’,	
‘Kishore’	and	‘Tarun’	to	signify	the	stage	of	
growth/development	and	funding	needs	of	
the	 beneficiary	 and	 also	 provide	 a	
reference	point	for	next	phase	of	growth.	

Stand-Up	India	Scheme	
§ Facilitates	bank	loans	between	10lakh	and	

1	crore	to	at	least	one	scheduled	caste	and	
scheduled	tribe	borrower	and	at	least	one	
women	 borrower	 per	 bank	 branch	 for	
setting	up	a	Greenfield	enterprise.	

§ This	 enterprise	may	 be	 in	manufacturing,	
services	or	the	trading	sector.		

§ The	scheme	envisages	25	per	cent	margin	
money	 which	 can	 be	 provided	 in	
convergence	 with	 eligible	 central/state	
schemes.	

Venture	Capital	Fund	Scheme		
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§ A	first	of	its	kind	venture	capital	fund	was	
launched	 by	 ministry	 of	 social	 justice	 to	
promote	entrepreneurship	in	India	among	
the	 scheduled	 castes	 by	 providing	
concessional	finance	to	them.	

Credit	Enhancement	Guarantee	Scheme		
§ Credit	 enhancement	 facility	 is	 for	 young	

and	start-up	entrepreneurships,	belonging	
to	 scheduled	 castes	 with	 an	 objective	 to	
encourage	 entrepreneurship	 in	 the	 lower	
strata	 of	 the	 society	 resulting	 in	 job	
creation	 besides	 creating	 confidence	 in	
scheduled	castes.			

Pradhan	Mantri	Jan	Dhan	Yojana	(PMJDY)	

§ PMJDY	 was	 launched	 in	 2014	 with	 an	
objective	 to	 ensure	 financial	 inclusion	 for	
weaker	sections	of	the	society	for	providing	
banking,	 pension	 and	 insurance	 and	 thus	
giving	them	financial	stability	and	freedom.	

Conclusion		

§ The	various	schemes	highlight	the	need	for	
inclusive	empowerment	of	weaker	sections	
of	 the	 society	 to	 eliminate	 poverty	 and	
empower	the	disadvantaged	sections	of	the	
society.		

	

India’s	MMR	now	at	130	
§ Our	 country	 has	 made	 a	 major	

accomplishment	 of	 achieving	 the	
Millennium	 Development	 Goals	 (MDGs)	
target	5.1	of	 ‘reducing	Maternal	Mortality	
Ratio	 (MMR)	 by	 three	 quarters,	 between	
1990	and	2015’.	

§ The	 latest	 Sample	 Registration	 System	
(SRS)	data	shows	that	India’s	MMR	stands	
at	130/lakh	live	births.	

§ MMR	 has	 declined	 by	 37	 points	 from	
167/lakh	live	births	in	2011-13.	

Maternal	Mortality	Ratio	(MMR)	
§ MMR	is	defined	as	the	number	of	maternal	

deaths	 from	 any	 cause	 related	 to	 or	
aggravated	 by	 pregnancy	 or	 its	
management	 (excluding	 accidental	 or	
incidental	 causes)	 during	 pregnancy	 and	
childbirth	or	within	42	days	of	termination	
of	pregnancy,	per	100,000	live	births	for	a	
specified	year.	

§ Maternal	Mortality	Rate	has	the	number	of	
women	of	reproductive	age	(14-45	years)	
in	the	denominator.	

§ Maternal	Mortality	Ratio	(MMR)	 indicates	
the	 risk	 of	 death	 once	 a	woman	 becomes	
pregnant	 and	 does	 not	 take	 fertility	 into	
considerations.		

§ MMR	 is	 used	 as	 standard	 indicator	 over	
Maternal	Mortality	Rate.	

Significance	of	MMR	

§ MMR	reflects	the	pros	and	cons	along	with	
the	 characteristics	 like	 inter-sectoral	
collaboration,	transparency	and	disparities	
of	the	national	health	system.	

§ It	 also	 illustrates	 the	 socio-cultural,	
political	 and	 economic	 philosophy	 of	 a	
society.	

Current	scenario		

§ India	has	achieved	22	per	cent	reduction	in	
MMR	since	2013.	

§ There	are	now	nearly	12,000	fewer	annual	
maternal	 deaths	 in	 2016	 as	 compared	 to	
2013.	

§ The	 top	 three	 states	 to	 contribute	 to	 this	
achievement	 are	 Uttar	 Pradesh,	
Uttarakhand	 and	 Assam	 with	 more	 than	
60-point	decline	in	their	MMRs.		

§ Overall	 10	 states	 have	 achieved	 the	MDG	
MMR	target	(139/lakh	live	births)	and	six	
states	 have	 achieved	 the	 National	 Health	
Policy	target	of	100/lakh	live	births.	

§ India	is	well	on	its	way	to	achieve	the	SDG	
MMR	target	of	70/lakh	 live	birth	as	 three	
states;	Kerala	(46),	Maharashtra	 (61)	and	
Tamil	Nadu	(66)	have	already	achieved	the	
same.	

Ensuring	Emergency	Care	

Demand	side	
§ Janani	 Suraksha	 Yojana	 scheme	 is	 being	

implemented	to	bring	pregnant	women	to	
health	 facilities	 for	 ensuring	 safe	delivery	
and	emergency	obstetric	care.	

§ Janani	 Shishu	 Suraksha	 Karyakaram	
ensures	 that	 every	 pregnant	 woman	
delivering	 at	 government	 health	 centers	
get	 facilities	 like	 free	 drugs,	 free	
diagnostics,	 free	 diet,	 free	 delivery	 and	
Caesarean	section	and	 free	 transportation	
to	and	fro.		

§ It	is	also	provided	to	sick	infants	up	to	one	
year.	

§ More	 than	 24000	 ambulances	 have	 been	
operationalized	 to	 provide	 toll	 free	
number-based	 referral	 and	 emergency	
transport	services.	

Supply	side	

§ Funds	 are	 being	 provided	 for	
strengthening	 of	 ‘delivery	 points’	 for	
provision	of	 comprehensive	 reproductive,	
maternal,	 new	 born	 child	 health	 and	
adolescent	(RMNCH+A)	services.	
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§ First	 Referral	 Units	 (FRUs)	 have	 been	
operationalized	 to	 provide	 emergency	
obstetric	care	services.	

§ State	of	the	art	Maternal	and	Child	Health	
(MCH)	 Wings	 have	 been	 sanctioned	 to	
provide	 outstanding	 quality	 care	 to	
pregnant	women	and	children.		

§ Blood	 banks	 and	 blood	 storage	 centres	
have	 been	 made	 functional	 to	 ensure	
adequate	 and	 safe	 supply	 of	 blood	 and	
blood	components.		

§ Additional	 human	 resources	 like	
specialists,	 doctors,	 staff	 nurses,	 para-
medics	and	ANMs	have	been	added	under	
NHM.	

§ Approximately	 10	 lakh	 Accredited	 Social	
Health	 Activists	 (ASHAs)	 have	 been	
engaged	to	provide	outreach	services	and	
improve	access.	

§ Capacity	 building	 of	 MBBS	 doctors	 in	
anesthesia	 and	 obstetric	 care	 have	 been	
undertaken	 to	 overcome	 the	 shortage	 of	
specialists.	

Continuum	of	Care	Approach		

§ Under	 RMNCH+A,	 iron	 and	 folic	 acid	
supplementation	 is	 being	 given	 to	
pregnant,	lactating	women	and	adolescent	
girls.	

§ The	 Pradhan	 Mantri	 Surakshit	 Matritva	
Abhiyan	was	launched	 in	2016	to	provide	
quality	antenatal	care	to	pregnant	women	
in	the	country	on	the	9th	of	every	month.	

§ Mother	and	Child	Tracking	System	(MCTS)	
and	Mother	and	Child	Tracking	Facilitation	
Centre	 (MCTFC)	 have	 been	 introduced	 to	
track	every	women	and	child	to	ensure	and	
monitor	 timely	 and	 quality	 services	 to	
them	 including	 ANC,	 JSY	 benefit,	
immunization	etc.	

Conclusion		

§ Our	 country	 is	 poised	 to	 achieve	 the	
Sustainable	 Development	 Goal	 for	
maternal	mortality	before	the	global	target	
date	of	2030.	

§ In	order	 to	ensure	 this,	 the	states	need	 to	
focus	on	 the	 factors	 that	 are	 their	unique	
challenges.	 These	 factors	 need	 to	 be	
identified	and	addressed	to	save	the	lives	of	
mothers.	
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The	Big	Picture	–	Prison	Reforms	
Introduction:	

§ Supreme	 recently	 decided	 to	 constitute	 a	
committee	 headed	 by	 its	 retired	 judge	 to	
look	 into	 the	 issue	 of	 prison	 reforms	and	
suggest	measures	to	tackle	it.	

§ The	issue	of	prison	reforms	had	been	a	long	
standing	one	and	recent	debate	about	it	in	
the	social	media	kindled	the	issue	again.	

§ Of	 the	 1387	 functioning	 jails	 with	 the	
capacity	to	house	3.50	lakh	prisoners,	they	
have	been	already	overcrowded	with	4.18	
lakh	prisoners.	

§ Overcrowding	in	some	prisons	range	from	
100	%	to	a	staggering	500	%.	

Mulla	 Committee	 (All	 India	 Committee	 on	 Jail	
Reforms	1980-83):	

§ Basic	 objective	 of	 the	 committee	 was	 to	
review	 the	 laws,	 rules	 and	 regulations	
keeping	 in	 view	 the	 overall	 objective	 of	
protecting	 society	 and	 rehabilitating	
offenders.	

§ It	recommended	a	total	ban	on	the	heinous	
practice	 of	 clubbing	 together	 juvenile	
offenders	 with	 hardened	 criminals	 in	
prisons.	

§ It	 suggested	 setting	 up	 a	 National	 Prison	
Commission	as	a	continuing	body	to	bring	
about	modernisation	of	prisons	in	India.	

§ To	constitute	an	All	India	Service	called	the	
Indian	Prisons	and	Correctional	Service	for	
the	recruitment	of	Prison	Officials.	

§ After-care,	 rehabilitation	 and	 probation	
should	constitute	an	integral	part	of	prison	
service.	

§ The	 conditions	 of	 prison	 should	 be	
improved	 by	 making	 adequate	
arrangements	for	food,	clothing,	sanitation	
and	ventilation,	etc.	

§ Lodging	 of	 under-trials	 in	 jails	 should	 be	
reduced	to	bare	minimum	and	they	should	
be	 kept	 separate	 from	 the	 convicted	
prisoners.	

Reforms	Before	and	After	Mullah	Committee:	

§ After	Independence,	committee	was	set	up	
to	 carry	 out	 the	 reforms	 in	 prisons	 and	
after	Mullah	Committee	several	state	police	
commissions	 and	 central	 commissions	
were	set	up	to	discuss	the	same.	

§ Every	committee	spelled	out	more	or	 less	
similar	 reforms	 with	 overcrowding	 and	
conditions	 of	 the	 prison	 forming	 the	 core	
area.	

§ Mullah	committee	identified	overcrowding	
as	 a	 problem	 mainly	 due	 to	 the	 large	
number	of	under-trials	added	to	the	prison.	

§ Lack	of	political	will	to	increase	budgetary	
allocation	 in	 improving	 standards	 of	 the	
prison	 to	 bring	 out	 reforms	 is	 another	
concern.	

Why,	the	Hesitation?	
§ Prisoners	do	not	have	voting	rights.			
§ This	 places	 them	 on	 the	 blind	 side	 of	 the	

political	leaders,	as	they	do	not	form	part	of	
vote	bank.	

§ There	 exist	 no	 proper	 or	 immediate	
communication	between	the	prisoner	and	
the	outside	world.	

§ Only	 the	 authorities	decide	what	 to	 reach	
and	what	not	to	the	general	public	who	are	
mostly	 unaware	 of	 the	 conditions	 of	 the	
prisons	and	the	prisoners.	

§ Prisoners	 continue	 exercise	 Fundamental	
Rights	with	some	limitations	and	Directive	
principles	direct	states	to	make	necessary	
efforts	 to	 improve	 the	 conditions	 of	
prisons.	

§ In	spite	of	such	legal	backing	the	conditions	
f	 prisoners	 and	 prisons	 in	 the	 country	
largely	remains	unfocussed.	

Importance	of	Reforms:	

§ When	 a	 prisoner	 enters	 a	 jail,	 he	 faces	 a	
change	in	his	identity,	environment,	social	
pressure	and	mental	trauma.	

§ With	 these	 gets	 added	 the	 problem	 of	
overcrowding,	 inhumane	 and	 degrading	
treatment	in	prisons.	

§ Policy	makers	should	 focus	on	 this	aspect	
as	this	will	further	deteriorate	the	situation	
where	the	ultimate	essence	of	Prison	goes	
down,	 with	 the	 inmates	 getting	 out	 after	
their	sentenced	period	with	more	rage	and	
corrupt	behaviour.	

§ A	place	meant	to	reform	people	sentenced	
for	crimes	should	have	to	be	reformed	with	
the	changing	needs	of	time.	

Infrastructure	First:	

§ A	 prerequisite	 to	 any	 prison	 reform	
especially	 infrastructure	 developments	 is	
budgetary	 allocation	 by	 the	 concerned	
states.	

§ When	 overcrowding	 happens	 around	
500%	in	jails,	the	conditions	will	eventually	
be	inhumane,	degrading	and	torturous.	
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§ As	a	consequence,	 India	 lost	and	will	 lose	
extradition	 of	 fugitives	 and	 economic	
offenders	who	escapes	from	India	for	safe	
havens.	

§ According	 to	 United	 Nation	 Convention	
Against	Torture	and	other	European	laws,	
prison	standards	in	India	is	one	important	
criterion	for	extraditing	Indian	Fugitives.	

§ Kim	Davey	 involved	 in	Purulia	 arms	drop	
case	was	not	extradited	by	Denmark	citing	
Indian	 prisons	 of	 posing	 risk	 of	 torture,	
inhumane	and	degrading	treatment.	

§ Without	 reforms	 in	 Infrastructure,	 India	
stands	 to	 lose	 the	 upcoming	 extradition	
cases,	 among	 which	 the	 case	 of	 Vijay	
Mallaya	is	next	one	to	come.	

The	Real	Picture:	
§ The	ground	reality	states	there	is	a	regular	

and	co-ordinated	communication	network	
between	the	inside	and	outside	world.	

§ The	 inmates	 mostly	 hardened	 criminals	
manage	to	run	their	network	outside	with	
the	 help	 of	 corrupt	 officials,	 access	 to	
mobile	phones,	etc.	

§ But	 the	 question	 of	 overcrowding	 cannot	
be	left	aside,	as	it	pose	a	difficulties	not	only	
to	 the	 prisoners	 but	 also	 to	 the	 prison	
staffs.	

§ Only	head	count	is	necessary	which	is	taken	
twice	 a	 day	 and	 apart	 from	 it,	 the	
communication	between	the	staffs	and	the	
prisoners	were	minimal.	

§ This	 leads	 to	 lack	 of	 consideration	 about	
their	necessities.	

Under-trial	Problem:	

§ The	number	of	under-trials	forms	the	main	
reason	 towards	 the	 overcrowding	 in	
prisons	and	this	had	also	been	mentioned	
in	the	Mulla	Committee.	

§ Judicial	 system	 which	 is	 responsible	 to	
provide	 Justice	 often	 drags	 the	 period	
which	 leads	 to	overstay	of	 under-trials	 in	
the	Prison.	

§ Mulla	Committee	 suggested	 to	 reduce	 the	
under-trials	 where	 in	 some	 other	
committee	 suggested	 placing	 them	 in	 a	
separate	 place,	 thereby	 reducing	 the	
burden	of	overcrowding.	

No	Budgetary	Allocation:	

§ With	 increasing	 population,	 there	 will	 be	
increase	 in	 under-trial	 prisoners	 and	
convicted	prisoners.	

§ But	the	number	of	jails	built	by	the	states	in	
the	last	2	decades	stands	very	minimal.	

§ Over	 the	 question	 of	 under-trials,	 the	
Judiciary	 is	 trying	 to	 reduce	 them	 and	 is	

also	reforming	itself	to	emerge	as	a	speedy	
and	reliable	justice	system.	

§ The	only	area	where	no	pressure	or	change	
has	been	made	is	the	budgetary	allocation.	

Women	Inmates	and	children:	

§ Krishna	Iyer	Committee	was	constituted	in	
1987	 to	 look	 in	 to	 issues	 of	 women	
prisoners.	

§ It	 has	 recommended	 induction	 of	 more	
women	 in	 the	 police	 force	 in	 the	 view	 of	
their	 special	 role	 in	 tackling	 women	
prisoners	and	child	offenders.	

§ It	has	recommended	a	generous	approach	
towards	women	prisoners	and	concessions	
to	meet	their	children,	visiting	fields,	etc.	

§ Children	 of	 women	 prisoners	 in	 Indian	
prisons	are	around	1800	in	number.	

§ They	 stay	 with	 their	 mother	 or	 parent	
inside	the	Jail	till	they	attain	6	years	of	age.	

Not	a	Criminal:	

§ The	children	of	prisoners	staying	in	the	Jail	
are	not	criminal,	yet	are	denied	any	access	
to	the	outside	world	mostly.	

§ They	are	taken	out	in	some	prisons	by	the	
authorities	 to	public	places,	 but	 there	 are	
no	 defined	 rules	 and	 regulations	 to	 be	
followed	by	the	prison	authorities.	

§ Worst	 case	 occurs	 when	 the	 children	 are	
not	 aware	 how	 animate	 and	 inanimate	
objects	outside	the	prison	looks	like.	

§ Education,	 hygiene	 and	 mental	 health	 of	
the	children	are	mostly	affected	due	to	the	
present	circumstances.	

§ After	 they	complete	 the	age	of	6,	 they	are	
free	to	move	out	under	the	care	of	a	NGO,	
or	relatives	of	the	prisoner.	

§ Brought	 up	 in	 a	 prison	 environment,	 the	
children’s	 approach	 towards	 the	 outside	
world	will	be	so	different.	

§ This	 has	 to	 be	 taken	 care	 through	
counsellors,	 psychologists	 and	 separate	
place	to	house	the	children	away	from	the	
convicted	 prisoners	 are	 some	 of	 the	
measures	to	be	taken.	

Issues	in	Allocation:	

§ The	criminal	justice	system	consists	of	the	
Judiciary,	Police	and	the	Prisons.	

§ The	allocation	so	far	made	is	very	few	and	
rare,	which	make	the	area	to	reform	within	
these	three	systems	a	dilemma.	

§ The	states	are	already	struggling	to	allocate	
funds	to	reform	police	department.	

§ Even	 if	 the	 funds	 are	 allocated	 to	 the	
Prisons,	 it	 is	also	needed	to	be	noted	 that	
the	prisons	include	both	the	prisoners	and	
the	prison	staffs.	
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§ Other	 issues	 are	 growing	 inconsistency	
within	 the	 staffs	 as	 it	 comprises	 of	 both	
staffs	from	the	Home	department	of	centre	
and	the	state	government.	

§ Lack	of	staffs	which	make	most	of	 the	 jail	
manned	 by	 inmates	 is	 also	 another	 issue	
which	can	be	increases	only	with	increased	
funds.	

Total	Overhaul:	

§ Indian	systems	are	based	on	colonial	law	of	
1861	police	act	and	1893	prison	act	which	
are	redundant.	

§ On	the	ground	the	situation	is	terrible	with	
corruption,	 administrative	 laxity,	 political	
interference	and	what	needs	to	be	done	is	a	
complete	overhaul	of	the	system.	

§ Prisons	are	integral	part	of	security	of	the	
country.		

§ Prisons	should	be	placed	under	Concurrent	
list	 and	 an	 All	 India	 cadre	 needs	 to	 be	
selected	as	suggested	by	Mulla	committee.	

§ No	more	reforms	and	the	committee	to	be	
constituted	 should	 direct	 quick	 actions	

based	 on	 previous	 recommendations	 and	
monitor	the	actions.	

§ System	 of	 open	 jails	 introduced	 by	 Uttar	
Pradesh	 can	 help	 in	 bringing	 out	 an	
attitudinal	 change	 towards	 the	 prison	
reforms.	

Way	Forward:	

§ Supreme	 Court	 stated	 that	 a	 person	 does	
not	become	a	non-person	 just	by	going	 to	
jail	 and	 he	 enjoys	 the	 fundamental	 rights	
like	any	other	person	of	the	country.	

§ The	 human	 approach	 towards	 reforming	
the	 prisons	 and	 prisoners	 will	 help	 them	
develop	more	knowledge	like	arts,	science	
and	architecture.	

§ Just	 giving	 enough	 infrastructure	 facility	
will	 only	make	 prisons	 a	 factory	 to	 learn	
crime.	

§ With	 the	 limited	 resources	 available,	
reforms	involving	all	the	stake	holders	like	
the	 Politicians,	 the	 Bureaucracies	 and	 the	
Judiciary	should	start	at	the	earliest.	

	

Lessons	from	Hiroshima	
Introduction:	

§ August	2018	marked	the	completion	of	73	
years	of	the	World’s	first	Atomic	Bombing	
in	the	history	of	mankind.	

§ United	 States	 (US)	 dropped	 two	 nuclear	
bombs	named	 ‘little	boy’	and	 ‘fat	man’	on	
Hiroshima	and	‘fat	man’	on	Nagasaki	on	6th	
and	9th	August,	1945.	

§ Japan	 suffered	 massive	 losses	 in	 men,	
material	 and	 environment	 and	
surrendered	 to	 the	 US	 ending	 the	 Second	
World	War.	

The	Nuke	Factor:	

§ Little	 boy	 is	 Uranium	 based	 whereas	 Fat	
man	 dropped	 on	 Nagasaki	 is	 plutonium	
based	with	higher	potential	of	destruction	
of	a	22-kiloton	blast.	

§ Several	 thousand	miles	 from	 the	 place	 of	
explosion	affecting	men	and	material,	flora	
and	 fauna	 and	 any	 other	 things	 in	 its	
surroundings.	

§ The	effects	of	nuclear	explosion	are	multi-
layered-	
o The	destruction	caused	directly	by	the	

explosion.	
o Immense	 radioactivity	 radiated	 after	

the	explosion	which	causes	in	survivors	
of	 the	 explosion,	 defects	 from	 severe	
burns	 to	 hair	 loss	 and	 nausea	 to	
bleeding	 and	 at	 most	 of	 the	 times	
leading	to	cancer.	

o Future	 generation	 of	 the	 victims	 and	
people	getting	married	to	the	people	of	
the	 place	 are	more	 susceptible	 to	 get	
Leukaemia,	 cataract,	 malignant	
tumours	and	later	many	suffering	from	
Post-Traumatic	 Stress	 Disorder	
(PTSD).	

What	Happened	in	Hiroshima?	

§ Japan	 held	 a	 sombre	 ceremony	 to	
remember	 the	 people	 died	 due	 to	 the	
bombings	 and	 stressed	 the	 World	 to	 eye	
towards	a	world	without	nuclear	weapons.	

§ The	bombings	killed	nearly	140,000	people	
in	 Hiroshima	 out	 of	 which	 80,000	 died	
instantly	 and	 in	 Nagasaki	 it	 took	 around	
75,000	lives.	

§ Two	bombings	with	in	an	interval	of	3	days	
brought	Japan	to	its	knees	surrendering	to	
the	US.	

Why	the	Bombing	did	take	place?	

§ Franklin	D.	Roosevelt	openly	stated	in	the	
early	1943	 at	 the	 Casa	 Blanca	 conference	
that	it	needs	an	unconditional	surrender	of	
all	the	enemy	countries	in	the	WWII.	

§ Early	 in	 the	 summer	 of	 1945,	 it	 imposed	
those	terms	on	Germany	but	Japan	was	not	
ready	to	accept	it.	

§ To	 enforce	 a	 quick	 surrender	 and	 also	 to	
save	money	and	lives	of	US	service	men,	US	
dropped	nuclear	weapons	over	Japan.	
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§ Following	 this	 on	 August	15,	 1945,	 Japan	
surrendered	ending	the	Second	World	War.	

Genesis	of	UN:	

§ With	 the	 world	 experiencing	 its	 first	
nuclear	 explosion,	 started	 the	 arms	 race	
where	 countries	 started	 developing	 their	
own	nuclear	weapons.	

§ Also,	 on	 the	 other	 side,	 countries	 equally	
pledged	to	reduce	and	eliminate	the	use	of	
nuclear	 weapons	 after	 looking	 at	 its	
potential	 to	 cause	 destruction	 to	 the	
humanity.	

§ On	24th	October,	1945,	51	countries	met	at	
San	Francisco	to	sign	a	charter	to	maintain	
peace	 and	 the	 United	 Nations	 came	 in	 to	
being.	

United	Nations	Atomic	Energy	Commission:	
§ Formed	on	24th	January,	1946.		
§ To	 control	 atomic	 energy	 to	 the	 extent	

necessary	 to	 ensure	 its	 use	 only	 for	
peaceful	purpose.	

§ For	 elimination	 of	 atomic	 weapons	 from	
national	armaments.	

§ For	 elimination	 of	 nuclear	 weapons	 from	
all	other	major	weapons	adaptable	to	mass	
destructions.	

Nuclear	Non-Proliferation	Treaty	(NPT):	

§ Genesis	of	NPT	is	generally	an	agreement	of	
Soviet	Union	and	United	 States	 to	 restrict	
other	 countries	 from	 developing	 nuclear	
weapons	during	1950s	and	1960s.	

§ Considering	the	destructive	potential	of	the	
weapons	as	a	weapon	of	mass	destruction	
and	 the	de-stability	 effect	 it	 has	on	world	
politics,	NPT	was	signed	in	1968.	

§ Both	 nuclear	 and	 non-nuclear	 states	
pledged	cooperation	in	safe	use	of	nuclear	
technology	and	not	for	military	use.	

§ Opened	for	signature	in	1986	and	came	in	
to	force	in	1970.	

§ International	 Atomic	 Energy	 Agency	
(IAEA)	was	set	up	as	a	nuclear	watch	dog	to	
look	after	country’s	nuclear	energy	status.	

Drawbacks:	
§ France	 and	 people	 republic	 of	 China	 and	

several	 other	 countries	 did	 not	 sign	 the	
treaty.	

§ In	 May	 1995,	 NPT	 members	 agreed	 to	
indefinitely	extend	the	treaty.	

§ Currently	191	states	adhere	to	the	treaty.	
§ North	 Korea	 acceded	 in	 1985	 but	

announced	withdrawal	 in	 2003	 following	
detonation	 of	 nuclear	 device	 which	 is	 in	
violation	of	core	objectives	of	NPT.	

§ 4	UN	members	never	accepted	the	treaty	in	
which	India,	Pakistan	and	Israel	are	said	to	

possess	Nuclear	weapons	and	South	Sudan	
is	a	non-nuclear	state.	

India’s	Stand:	

§ India	is	one	of	few	countries	to	openly	state	
the	biased	nature	of	the	NPT.	

§ NPT	is	unequal	and	non-transparent,	which	
gives	rights	only	 five	countries	 the	power	
to	handle	nuclear	technology.	

§ US,	 UK,	 China,	 France	 and	 Russia	 are	 the	
five	 states	 which	 can	 possess	 nuclear	
weapons	 and	 the	 rest	 of	 the	 country	 are	
rated	as	second-class	citizens	in	the	world.	

§ India	 citing	 the	 discriminatory	 nature	 of	
the	treaty	refused	to	sign	the	treaty.	

UN	Office	for	Disarmament	Affairs-1998:	

§ The	 issue	 of	 disarmament	 had	 been	
discussed	 again	 and	 again	 in	 the	 UN	
General	Assembly	from	time	to	time	and	a	
huge	rally	took	place	in	US	central	park	in	
1982.	

§ The	 follow	 up	 of	 similar	 events	 led	 to	
creation	 of	 UN	 office	 for	 disarmament	 in	
1998.	

§ Aim	 is	 to	 promote	 nuclear	 disarmament	
and	non-proliferation.	

§ To	 strengthen	 disarmament	 regimes	 for	
weapons	of	mass	destruction,	chemical	and	
biological	weapons.	

§ Also,	 August	 29	 is	 dated	 as	 International	
Day	against	Nuclear	Test	and	September	26	
as	 International	Day	 for	Total	Elimination	
of	Nuclear	Weapons.	

US	Arms	Control	Association’s	Report:	

§ It	declared	9	nuclear	powers	at	present	and	
the	world	possess	15000	nuclear	weapons	
for	now.	

§ Russia	 tops	 the	chart	with	6850,	 followed	
by	US	with	6500	and	France	ranked	third	
with	300.	

§ China	with	280	and	Pakistan	with	145	are	
quite	above	compared	to	India’s	possession	
of	135	nuclear	weapons.	

§ UK	 has	 minimal	 nuclear	 weapons	 of	 215	
within	the	P5	countries.	

§ Israel	 with	 80	 and	 North	 Korea	 with	 15	
comes	last	at	8th	and	9th	position.	

Concerns:	
§ World	 is	 concerned	 with	 the	 countries	

Pakistan	and	North	Korea	on	possession	of	
nuclear	technology.	

§ In	 2004,	 A.Q.	 Khan	 who	 led	 Pakistan	
nuclear	programmed	confessed	sharing	of	
secrets	 of	 nuclear	 technology	 with	 North	
Korea,	Iran	and	Libya.	

§ Benazir	Bhutto,	former	PM	of	Pakistan	sent	
a	 CD	 containing	 nuclear	 enrichment	
technology	to	North	Korea.	
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§ Given	 the	 internal	 situation	 and	 political	
Instability	 of	 Pakistan,	 the	 chance	 of	
terrorist	getting	nuclear	technology	is	high.	

§ The	recent	developments	of	Donald	Trump	
and	North	 Korea’s	Kim	meeting	may	 give	
some	respite	but	with	track	record	of	North	
Korea’s	 nuclear	 test	 and	 adherence	 to	
treaties,	 the	 chance	 of	 misuse	 of	 nuclear	
energy	can	happen.	

§ There	 is	 a	 clear	 decline	 in	 production	 of	
nuclear	 weapons	 but	 increased	 spending	
on	 new	 nuclear	 programmes	 raises	
concern.	

History	of	Nuclear	Weapons:	
§ In	 August	 1942,	 around	 130,000	 people	

were	 working	 on	 a	 secret	 mission	 in	
America’s	Manhattan.	

§ It	conducted	on	July	1945,	first	nuclear	test	
in	 New	 Mexico	 under	 the	 code	 named	
“Trinity”.	

§ It	 followed	by	 the	bombings	of	Hiroshima	
and	Nagasaki	 in	 the	month	of	August	and	
even	after	so	many	interventions	by	the	UN,	
the	era	of	Arms	race	started.	

Arms	Race:	
§ In	August	1949,	Soviet	Union	conducted	its	

first	nuclear	test	code	named	“RDS-i”.	
§ In	October	1952,	Britain	 conducted	 its	1st	

nuclear	 test	 named	 ‘Hurricane’	 at	
Montebello	Islands.	

§ America	conducted	its	first	hydrogen	bomb	
on	November,	1952.	

§ On	 December	 1,	 1959,	 12	 nations	 signed	
Antarctic	 treaty	 to	 make	 the	 region	
demilitarised	 zone	 by	 banning	 nuclear	
tests	in	this	region.	

§ France	 carried	 out	 its	 1st	 nuclear	 test	 in	
Sahara	Desert.	

§ Partial	Test	Ban	Treaty	(PTBT)	was	signed	
by	 US,	 Soviet	 Union	 and	 Great	 Britain	 in	
Moscow	 prohibiting	 testing	 of	 nuclear	
weapons	in	outer	space,	under	water	or	in	
atmosphere.	

§ China	conducted	its	first	nuclear	test	at	Lop	
Nur	test	site.	

§ India	 too	 joined	 by	 testing	 at	 Pokhran	
under	the	code	name	“Smiling	Buddha”.	

Towards	Nuclear	Free	World:	

§ Following	huge	protests	in	US	central	park	
in	1982	certain	steps	were	taken.	

§ South	pacific	nuclear	free	zone	treaty	was	
signed	on	August	6	1985	to	make	the	region	
declared	 free	 form	 the	 treaty	 and	 it	 is	
signed	in	Cook	Islands.	

§ Israel’s	nuclear	programme	was	exposed	to	
the	world	on	September	30,	1986.		

§ US	 and	 UK	 signed	 “Treaty	 for	 Limiting	
Weapons”	 to	 eliminated	 medium	 range	
missile	on	December	1987.	

§ There	 was	 some	 period	 of	 stability	 and	
peace	in	the	world	which	ended	when	the	
North	Korea	 claimed	to	have	 conducted	a	
nuclear	test	raising	concerns.	

Progress	in	NPT:	

§ Many	countries	joined	the	NPT	during	this	
period	like	South	Africa	in	July	1991.	

§ South	 East	 Asian	 Countries	 like	 Burma,	
Philippines,	Laos,	Cambodia	and	Indonesia	
declared	themselves	as	nuclear	free.	

§ Egypt’s	Pelindaba	Treaty	was	signed	by	43	
African	countries	on	April	1996	to	declare	
them	nuclear	free.	

§ Ukraine	 announced	 itself	 Nuclear	 free	 on	
June	1996	followed	by	International	court	
of	Justice	declaring	nuclear	weapons	illegal	
by	July	1996.	

§ Comprehensive	 Test	 Ban	 Treaty	 was	
signed	 in	 September	 1996	 by	 the	 P5	
countries	where	India	refused	to	sign	it.	

§ India	 carried	 out	 another	 nuclear	 test	 in	
May	1998	where	in	the	same	year	Pakistan	
claimed	to	have	tested	their	weapon.	

Since	2003	many	steps	have	been	taken	to	save	

human	civilization	from	arms	race:	

§ International	 programme	 started	 in	
Australia	to	abort	nuclear	weapons.	

§ In	 March	 2013,	 1st	 humanitarian	
conference	held	in	Norway.	

§ Conference	 in	 Mexico	 in	 February	 2014	
demanded	a	complete	ban	on	arms	which	is	
repeated	in	Australia	too.	

§ On	 7th	 July	 2017,	 Nuclear	 weapons	 ban	
treaty	was	adopted	by	UN	which	was	voted	
by	two	thirds		

First	 High-Level	 Conference	 of	 Heads	 of	

Counter-terrorism:	
§ Convened	by	UN	Secretary	General	on	28th	

an	29th	June	2018.	
§ To	 build	new	partnership	 for	multilateral	

co-operation	 to	 strengthen	 counter-
terrorism	 efforts	 of	 the	 international	
countries.	

Conclusion:	
§ With	 the	advent	of	raising	protest	against	

the	 use	 of	 nuclear	 proliferation,	 the	
language	used	to	address	nuclear	weapons	
after	the	NPT	changed.	

§ Nuclear	 weapons	 were	 addressed	 as	
weapon	of	deterrence.	

§ The	 world	 countries	 are	 pushing	 for	 a	
greater	cooperation	in	achieving	a	nuclear	
weapon	 free	 world	which	 is	 not	 likely	 to	
happen	in	future.	
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§ Disarmament	should	start	from	the	nuclear	
weapons	 states	 likely	 the	 US	 and	 Russia,	

when	started,	will	see	a	great	reduction	in	
nuclear	weapons.	

	

2G	to	5G	
Introduction:	

§ World	is	now	getting	more	integrated	and	
interconnected	 with	 the	 advent	 of	
technology.	 	 Tele	 communications	 is	 the	
one	 sector	 which	 had	 seen	 steady	 rise	 in	
the	last	two	decades.	

§ With	 mobile	 phones	 providing	 varying	
range	of	service	from	house	hold	utilities	to	
military	 needs,	 it	 had	 already	 been	 an	
important	part	of	life.	

§ From	cars	to	roads,	doctors	to	patients	and	
every	segment	getting	 interconnected	day	
by	day,	a	massive	internet	supply	with	high	
speed	connectivity	is	the	need	of	the	hour.	

How	do	Mobile	Phones	Work?	

§ It	 uses	 electromagnetic	 waves	 that	 are	
present	everywhere	on	earth.	

§ Sun	is	the	main	source	of	electromagnetic	
waves	apart	from	Stars	and	Galaxies.	

§ Waves	 are	 differentiated	 on	 the	 basis	 of	
frequency	 and	 the	 whole	 range	 of	 radio	
waves	 in	 a	 particular	 frequency	 is	 called	
Spectrum.	

§ Mobile	uses	two	technologies	for	using	this	
frequency-	

o Global	 system	 for	 Mobile	
Communication	(GSM)	

o Code	 Division	 Multiple	 Access	
(CDMA)	

How	did	it	start?	

§ Telecommunication	 sector,	 one	 of	 the	
fastest	growing	sectors	had	revolutionised	
the	world	with	 bringing	 it	 closer,	 but	 the	
revolution	also	had	its	cost	benefit	effect.	

§ 1G	 is	 the	 first-generation	 mobile	 phones	
which	are	bulky	in	size	and	also	expensive	
to	use	with	incoming	calls	getting	charged.	

§ Its	speed	was	limited	to	2.4	kbps	and	it	held	
its	helm	during	the	period	of	1980-1992.	

§ With	 the	 launch	 of	 2G	 on	 GSM	 (Global	
system	 for	 mobile	 communication)	 in	
Finland	it	brought	a	cultural	change	due	to	
its	 far	 superior	 service	 such	 as	 text	
messages,	voice	message,	picture	message	
and	video	calls	at	cheaper	price.	

§ 3G	 or	 the	 third	 generation	 provided	
support	 service	with	 information	 transfer	
rate	 of	 0.2	Mbps	 and	with	 this	 begin	 the	
mobile	 applications	 era	 as	 smart	 phones	
started	mushrooming.	

§ 4G	started	around	the	same	time	as	3G,	but	
took	time	due	to	its	expensive	and	complex	
hardware	set	up.	

§ 4G	 provides	 faster	 and	 increased	 service	
facility	at	900	MHz.	

4G	Vs	5G:	

§ Browsing	and	download	speed	of	5G	will	be	
10	–	20	times	faster	than	the	4G	with	a	high	
definition	 movie	 getting	 downloadable	 in	
few	seconds.	

§ Buffering	 will	 disappear	 as	 data	
transmission	occurs	at	a	very	fast	rate.	

§ 5G	delivers	data	at	less	than	a	millisecond	
of	delay	compared	to	4G	which	delivers	at	
70millisecond.	

§ 5G	 could	 run	on	a	wave	 range	of	 3400	 to	
3600	 MHz,	 where	 as	 3500	 MHz	 is	
considered	ideal.	

§ In	future	millimetre	wave	spectrum	is	set	to	
play	a	significant	role	in	5G,	as	the	current	
spectrum	of	30-300	GHz	and	radio	waves	
are	not	efficient.	

Issues	with	5G:	
§ With	 the	 advent	 of	 4G,	 many	 companies	

had	 the	 risk	 of	 losing	 their	 hold	 in	 the	
market	as	to	get	upgraded	from	3G	to	4G,	it	
required	financial	and	technical	back	up.	

§ Only	 companies	which	 could	 handle	 such	
up-gradation	thrived.	

§ 5G	provide	3-time	faster	speed	than	the	4G	
which	 could	 change	 the	 user	 experience	
with	high	quality	videos,	faster	and	cheaper	
services.	

What	is	the	need?	

§ World	 is	 getting	 closer	with	 technological	
advancement.	

§ Not	only	in	the	area	of	telecommunications,	
internet	had	broken	the	barriers	among	all	
areas	 of	 health,	 entertainment,	
transportation	and	almost	every	small	part	
of	human	utilities.	

§ Technological	 advancements	 had	 made	
human	 lives	 far	better	 and	been	made	an	
integral	part	of	life	driving	social	changes.	

§ With	 2G	 kicking	 off	 an	 era	 of	 global	
communications,	3G	and	4G	provided	high	
speed	internet.	

§ 5G	 technology	 when	 built	 alongside	
existing	 4G	 LTE	 networks	 could	 easily	
achieve	Gigabytes	plus	browsing	speed.	

§ And	 better	 speed	 will	 eventually	 provide	
faster	and	cheaper	connectivity.	



Page	|	45		
	

Internet	of	Things	(IoT):	

§ It	is	a	network	of	physical	devices,	vehicles,	
home	 appliances	 and	 other	 items,	
embedded	 with	 electronics,	 sensors,	
software	and	actuators	

§ It	 enables	 the	 control	 over	 every	 day	
physical	 objects	 being	 connected	 to	
internet	 and	 being	 able	 to	 identify	
themselves	to	the	other	objects.	

§ User	can	control	the	objects	are	devices	just	
by	 voice	 or	 by	 a	 message	 or	 even	 by	
scheduling	it	to	work	at	some	other	time	of	
need.	

§ It	can	be	used	to	prevent	a	car	accident,	in	
elderly	 care,	 shopping,	 household	 chores	
and	 many	 other	 areas,	 ensuring	 better	
quality	of	life.	

§ With	higher	data	transmission,	5G	favours	
application	 and	 evolution	 of	 new	
technologies	like	IoT.	

Spectrum	Allocation:	
§ Countries	 use	 most	 of	 the	 spectrum	 for	

military	 purpose	 and	 the	 rest	 for	 civilian	
use.	

§ Spectrum	auctioning	took	place	for	the	first	
time	in	1994	in	India.	

§ The	country	was	divided	 in	 to	23	telecom	
circles	 and	 the	 department	 of	
telecommunication	 fixed	 the	 eligibility	
criteria	for	the	bidders.	

§ Financial	 resources,	 reliability,	 rate	 of	
network	 rollout,	 pricing,	 quality	 and	
competitiveness	 were	 fixed	 as	 criteria	 of	
eligibility.	

§ In	1995,	19	telecom	circles	were	auctioned	
and	allocated.	

§ In	 July	 1995,	 former	 CM	 of	 West	 Bengal	
Jyoti	 Basu	made	 first	 voice	 call	 to	 former	
communications	minister	Sukh	Ram	using	
1st	Generation	technology.	

§ Only	 8	 mobile	 operators	 with	 2	 each	 for	
Delhi,	Mumbai,	Kolkata	and	Chennai	were	
granted	licence	to	operate.	

Trends	later:	
§ Government	required	potential	bidders	 to	

have	foreign	partner	as	one	of	the	eligibility	
criteria.	

§ MTNL,	 a	 state-owned	 telecom	 service	
provider,	was	allocated	4.4	MHz	of	900MHz	
band	spectrum	in	1997	for	GSM	services.	

§ The	 new	 telecom	 policy	 in	 1999,	
announced	 revenue	 sharing	model	 as	 the	
basis	of	spectrum	allocation.	

§ In	2000,	BSNL	was	awarded	spectrum	and	
in	 2002,	 new	 allocation	 rules	 based	 on	
subscriber	linked	criteria	was	introduced.	

§ Telecom	 department	 raised	 the	 fee	 for	
additional	 spectrum	 allocation	 up	 to	 6	
times	due	to	increase	in	2G	mobile	phones	
during	2007-08,	when	spectrum	allocation	
was	based	on	first	cum	first	served.	

§ Spectrum	allocation	was	 later	awarded	to	
highest	bidders	during	2010	and	2012	and	
auction	 of	 2G	 spectrum	 took	 place	 in	 the	
following	 years	 of	 2013,	 2014,	 2015	 and	
2016.	

5G	spectrum	allocation:	

§ In	 2017,	 Telecom	 department-initiated	
auctioning	of	5G	spectrum	for	the	first	time.	

§ Telecom	 Regulatory	 Authority	 of	 India	
recommended	 certain	 rules	 and	 prices	 to	
be	followed	by	telecom	service	providers-	

o Base	price	f	5G	spectrum	allocation	
is	fixed	at	492	crore	per	MHz	on	pan	
India	basis.	

o Rate	of	existing	4G	spectrum	in	700	
MHz	band	to	be	slashed	by	43%.	

§ With	the	above	recommendations,	India	is	
setting	 up	 the	 base	 for	 a	 seamless	
introduction	of	services	through	5G	to	the	
users.	

Global	Standards:	

§ International	 Telecommunications	 Union	
is	located	at	Geneva,	Switzerland,	to	which	
India	is	a	member.	

§ It	 chooses	which	 spectrum	 to	be	used	 for	
which	 technology	and	 India	is	negotiating	
for	a	comfortable	spectrum	and	speed.	

§ The	 need	 for	 standards,	 simply	 spectrum	
and	speed,	towards	a	global	standard	is	to	
get	 the	 service	 at	 any	 place	 in	 the	 world	
with	no	distortion.	

§ Industrialised	 countries	 were	 the	 first	 to	
rollout	 4G	 technologies.	 South	 Korea	was	
expected	 to	 roll	 out	5G	 services	 in	March	
2019.	

5G	and	benefits:	

§ It	brings	good	things	to	both	the	consumers	
and	businesses.	

§ Companies	are	ready	to	provide	services	at	
cheaper	price,	as	the	losses	which	they	face	
now	 are	 recoverable	 in	 future	 with	 the	
business	 opportunity	 the	 technology	
provides.	

§ Faster	 page	 loads,	 faster	 downloads	 and	
faster	live	streaming	provides	vast	range	of	
services	 across	 health,	 education,	
entertainment,	sports	and	many	more.	

§ India	 is	 set	 to	 adopt	 the	 technology	 by	
2022,	and	adopting	5G	is	already	a	part	of	
Digital	India.	

§ Centre	 is	 focussing	 on	 developing	 5G	
technologies	 for	 Industrial	 purpose	 and	
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also	 its	 applications	 in	 the	 field	 of	
Academic,	 health	 and	 Disaster	
management.	

§ With	IoT,	5G	will	provide	safer	and	efficient	
public	 and	 private	 transport,	 open	 new	
avenues	of	research	in	all	walks	of	life	from	
household	services	to	complicated	surgery	
saving	time	and	life.	

Conclusion:	

§ All	 devices	 being	 smart	 and	 connected	
leading	to	smart	homes	will	strive	towards	

energy	efficiency	at	the	time	when	energy	
security	is	a	vital	concern.	

§ The	 technology	 is	 revolutionary	 but	
expensive	making	the	digital	divide	wider	
among	 the	 third	 world	 countries	 and	
developed	ones.	

§ With	business	groups	gearing	towards	the	
5G,	more	and	more	growth	 is	yet	 to	arise	
with	its	implementation	and	a	boost	in	the	
economy	is	inevitable.

§ 	
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All	India	Radio	News	Analysis	
	

World	Biofuel	Day	
Background	

§ Globally,	biofuels	have	caught	the	attention	
in	 the	 last	 decade	 and	 it	 is	 imperative	 to	
keep	up	with	the	pace	of	developments	in	
the	field	of	biofuels.		

§ Biofuels	in	India	is	of	strategic	importance	
as	 it	 augers	 well	 with	 the	 ongoing	
initiatives	of	the	Government	such	as	Make	
in	 India,	 Swachh	 Bharat	 Abhiyan,	 Skill	
Development	and	offers	great	opportunity	
to	 integrate	with	 the	 ambitious	 targets	 of	
doubling	 of	 Farmers	 Income,	 Import	
Reduction,	Employment	Generation,	Waste	
to	Wealth	Creation.		

§ Biofuels	 programme	 in	 India	 has	 been	
largely	impacted	due	to	the	sustained	and	
quantum	 non-availability	 of	 domestic	
feedstock	 for	 biofuel	 production	 which	
needs	to	be	addressed.	

World	Biofuel	Day	

§ World	 Bio-fuel	 Day	 (The	 International	
Biodiesel	 Day)	 is	 observed	 every	 year	 on	
August	 10	 to	 create	 awareness	 about	 the	
importance	 of	 non-fossil	 fuels	 i.e.	 Green	
Fuels	 or	 Bio-fuels	 an	 alternative	 to	
conventional	fossil	fuels.		

§ Bio-fuels	 are	 renewable,	 biodegradable,	
sustainable	and	environment-friendly	fuel.		

§ It	 can	 be	 seen	 as	 an	 alternative	 to	
conventional	 fossil	 fuels.	 In	 India,	 World	
Biofuel	 Day	 is	 being	 observed	 by	 the	
Ministry	of	Petroleum	&	Natural	Gas.	

India's	Approach	to	Biofuel	

§ So	far	in	the	western	world	and	Asia	biofuel	
was	 considered	 as	 a	 substitute	 for	 oil.	
When	 the	 oil	 prices	 increased	 in	 the	mid	
70's	 most	 countries	 went	 for	 a	 Biofuel	
policy	that	involved	blending	ethanol	with	
fuel	oil	(gasoline)	so	as	to	reduce	imports.	

§ So	 far	 this	has	been	 the	 trend	throughout	
the	world.	The	new	 stand	 that	 the	 Indian	
Govt.		is	that	Biofuel	is	not	just	a	substitute	
to	 reduce	 import	 dependency,	 It	 has	 also	
been	 linked	 with	 agriculture,	 with	
employment	 generation	 and	 increasing	
demand	 for	oil,	 that	 is	going	to	 take	place	
with	 urbanization.	 These	 linkages	 are	
unique	 and	 reflect	 India's	 own	 policy	 of	
development.	

§ The	 Second	 important	 issue	 is	 that	 India	
has	 adopted	 a	 commercial	 rather	 than	 a	

subsidy	approach,	which	makes	the	policy	
sustainable.	

§ The	third	key	element	is	that	agriculture	is	
increasingly	going	to	be	linked	with	global	
markets,	therefore	the	farmer	will	have	to	
bear	the	brunt	of	international	fluctuations	
in	 addition	 to	 the	 vagaries	 of	 nature,	
international	competition	etc.	This	is	taken	
care	of	 in	a	model	that	 looks	at	the	waste	
that	the	farmer	produces	and	at	some	of	the	
crops	 like	 sugar	 cane	 and	 puts	 them	 to	
commercial	 use	 through	 the	 introduction	
of	 technology	 so	 that	 they	 are	 delinked	
from	market	fluctuation.	

§ Along	 with	 agriculture,	 the	 policy	 on	
biofuels	 has	 also	 been	 linked	 with	 urban	
waste	 management,	 which	 is	 becoming	 a	
major	 concern	 throughout	 the	 world	 as	
more	and	more	of	the	population	shifts	to	
the	cities.	

Govt	Initiatives	to	Promote	Biofuels.	
§ Considering	benefits	of	biofuels	in	reducing	

import	dependency	on	crude	oil,	and	clean	
environment	 fuel	 and	 generating	
additional	 income	 to	 farmers	 and	
employment	 generation	 in	 rural	 areas,	
Government	 has	 undertaken	 a	number	 of	
initiatives	 such	 biofuels	 programme,	
increasing	blending	of	biofuels	etc.	

§ The	biofuels	programme	is	in	synergy	with	
the	 Government’s	 other	 initiatives	 for	
Make	in	India,	Swachh	Bharat	and	doubling	
farmers’	 income	 by	 2022.	 Governments	
interventions	 in	 this	 sector	 include	
administrative	 price	 mechanism	 for	
ethanol,	 simplifying	 procurement	
procedures	of	OMCs,	amending	provisions	
of	 Industries	 (Development	&	Regulation)	
Act,	 1951	 and	 enabling	 lignocellulosic	
route	for	ethanol	procurement.	

§ Oil	 PSUs	 are	 also	 planning	 to	 set	 up	 12	
Second	 Generation	 (2G)	 Bio-refineries	 to	
augment	 ethanol	 supply	 and	 address	
environmental	 issues	 arising	 out	 of	 the	
burning	of	agricultural	biomass,	especially	
in	North	India.	

§ The	 government	 also	 has	 approved	
National	 Policy	 on	 Biofuels-2018	 in	 June	
2018.	 It	 aims	 at	 reaching	 20%	 ethanol-
blending	and	5%	biodiesel-blending	by	the	
year	2030.	
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§ It	 has	 also	 reduced	 GST	 on	 ethanol	 for	
blending	in	fuel	from	18%	to	5%.	Ministry	
of	 Petroleum	&	Natural	 Gas	 is	making	 all	
efforts	to	increase	ethanol	supply	for	petrol	
and	 has	 taken	 several	 steps	 in	 this	
direction.	

Way	Forward	

§ India	government	was	traditionally	looking	
at	 supplementing	 agriculture	 through	

horticulture	 and	 cottage	 industries	 for	
increasing	farm	income.		

§ In	this	scenario,	the	thrust	on	Biofuel	is	an	
Indian	 solution	 to	 an	 Indian	 problem,	
which	will	help	in	creating	jobs	in	the	rural	
areas.		

§ It	 will	 also	 bring	 in	 some	 amount	 of	
commercialization	 and	 industrialization	
which	 will	 provide	 an	 opportunity	 for	
further	employment.	

	

The	SC	/ST	(Prevention	of	Atrocities)	Amendment	Bill	
Background	

§ The	 Scheduled	 Castes	 and	 the	 Scheduled	
Tribes	 (Prevention	 of	 Atrocities)	
Amendment	 Bill,	 seeks	 to	 amend	 the	
Scheduled	Castes	and	the	Scheduled	Tribes	
(Prevention	of	Atrocities)	Act,	1989.			

§ The	 Act	 prohibits	 the	 commission	 of	
offences	against	members	of	the	Scheduled	
Castes	 and	 Scheduled	 Tribes	 and	
establishes	 special	 courts	 for	 the	 trial	 of	
such	 offences	 and	 the	 rehabilitation	 of	
victims.		

Salient	Features	of	the	Act	

§ Defines	various	 types	of	atrocities	against	
SCs/STs,	 also	 Defines	 clearly	 the	 term	
‘willful	negligence’	of	public	servants	at	all	
levels,	 starting	 from	 the	 registration	 of	
complaint,	 and	 covering	 aspects	 of	
dereliction	of	duty	under	this	Act.		

§ Assaulting	or	sexual	exploiting	an	SC	or	ST	
woman	 is	 an	 offence	 under	 the	 Act	 -	 The	
Amendment	Act	adds	that:	(a)	intentionally	
touching	 an	 SC	 or	 ST	 woman	 in	 a	 sexual	
manner	without	her	 consent,	 or	 (b)	using	
words,	acts	or	gestures	of	a	sexual	nature,	
or	 (c)	dedicating	an	SC	or	ST	women	as	a	
devadasi	 to	 a	 temple,	 or	 any	 similar	
practice	will	also	be	considered	an	offence.		

§ Preventing	 SCs	 or	 STs	 from	 undertaking	
the	 following	activities	will	be	considered	
an	 offence	 -	 (a)	 using	 common	 property	
resources,	 (c)	 entering	 any	 place	 of	
worship	that	is	open	to	the	public,	and	(d)	
entering	an	education	or	health	institution.	

§ Role	of	public	servants	-	The	Act	specifies	
that	 a	 non-SC	 or	 ST	 public	 servant	 who	
neglects	 his/her	 duties	 relating	 to	 SCs	 or	
STs	shall	be	punishable	with	imprisonment	
for	a	term	of	six	months	to	one	year	

§ Rights	of	victims	and	witnesses-It	shall	be	
the	duty	of	the	state	to	make	arrangements	
for	 the	 protection	 of	 victims,	 their	
dependents	 and	 witnesses.	 The	 state	
government	 shall	 specify	 a	 scheme	 to	

ensure	 the	 implementation	 of	 rights	 of	
victims	and	witnesses.	

SC	Order	

In	2018,	the	Supreme	Court	stated	that	-	
§ An	 arrest	 is	 not	 mandatory	 under	 the	

SC/ST	 Act,	 and	 the	 automatic	 arrest	 has	
been	scrapped.		

§ The	 court	 further	 directed	 that	 public	
servants	 can	 only	 be	 arrested	 with	 the	
written	 permission	 of	 their	 appointing	
authority.	 This	 was	 to	 protect	 public	
servants	 and	 private	 employees	 from	
arbitrary	arrests	under	the	Atrocities	Act.	

§ Supreme	 Court	 also	 ruled	 that	 before	
arresting	a	public	servant	under	the	Act,	a	
preliminary	investigation	by	an	officer	not	
below	the	rank	of	deputy	superintendent	is	
a	must.	

Recent	Amendments	
§ The	Bill	states	that	the	investigating	officer	

will	 not	 require	 the	 approval	 of	 any	
authority	 for	 the	 arrest	 of	 an	 accused.		
Further,	 it	 provides	 that	 a	 preliminary	
enquiry	 will	 not	 be	 required	 for	 the	
registration	 of	 a	 First	 Information	 Report	
against	a	person	accused	under	the	Act.	

§ The	 Act	 states	 that	 persons	 accused	 of	
committing	 an	 offence	 under	 the	 Act	
cannot	apply	for	anticipatory	bail.		The	Bill	
seeks	 to	 clarify	 that	 this	 provision	 will	
apply	despite	any	judgements	or	orders	of	
a	court	that	provide	otherwise.	

Need	for	the	Act	

§ The	 various	 causal	 factors	 for	 atrocities	
include	 land	 disputes;	 land	 alienation;	
bonded	 labour;	 indebtedness;	 non-
payment	 of	 minimum	 wages;	 caste	
prejudice	 and	 practice	 of	 untouchability;	
political	 factions	on	 caste	 lines;	 refusal	 to	
perform	traditional	works	such	as	digging	
burial	pits,	arranging	cremations,	removing	
carcasses	 of	 dead	 animals	 and	 beating	
drums;	etc.	
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§ Despite	the	right	to	non-discrimination	on	
the	 basis	 of	 race	 or	 caste	 enshrined	 in	
Article	 15	 of	 the	 Indian	 Constitution,	
discrimination	 against	 SCs	 and	 STs	 is	

pervasive.	Though	abolished	and	forbidden	
by	 Article	 17,	 the	 practice	 of	
‘untouchability’	persists	due	to	its	systemic	
character.	

	

Criminal	Law	(Amendment)	Bill	2018	
Background	

§ The	Lok	Sabha	has	passed	the	Criminal	Law	
(Amendment)	 Bill	 2018	 that	 proposes	 to	
enhance	punishment	for	rape	of	a	child.		

§ The	Bill	provides	 for	 the	death	penalty	as	
the	maximum	punishment	in	cases	of	rape	
of	a	child	under	12.		

§ The	Bill	seeks	to	replace	the	Criminal	Law	
(Amendment)	 Ordinance	 promulgated	 in	
April	 2018.	 The	 Criminal	 Law	
(Amendment)	 Bill	 2018	 will	 amend	
relevant	Sections	of	the	IPC,	CrPC	and	also	
POCSO	Act.	

Highlights	of	the	Bill	
§ The	Criminal	Law	(Amendment)	Bill	2018	

enhances	 the	 minimum	 sentence	 for	 the	
offence	of	 rape	 against	 girl	 children	of	 all	
three	age	categories.	Under	the	new	law,	if	
the	 victim	 is	 under	 12	 years	 of	 age,	 the	
culprit	 faces	 a	 minimum	 sentence	 of	 20	
years,	up	from	10	years	previously.	

§ The	 maximum	 punishment	 is	 the	 death	
penalty.	 In	 the	 cases	 of	 gangrape	 of	 child	
under	12,	the	minimum	punishment	is	life	
sentence	 (earlier	 20	 years)	 while	 the	
maximum	 is	 death	 penalty.	 Repeat	
offenders	 will	 be	 punished	 with	 life	
imprisonment	or	death.	

§ The	 Bill	 provides	 for	 time-bound	
investigation	 in	 cases	 of	 rape	 of	 girl	
children.	The	investigation	into	the	rape	of	
a	 child	 must	 be	 completed	 within	 two	
months.	

§ The	case	is	to	be	tried	in	a	fast	track	court.	
The	 Bill	 states	 that	 any	 appeal	 against	 a	
sentence	 by	 the	 trial	 court	 must	 be	
disposed	of	within	six	months.	

§ Accused	is	not	entitled	to	anticipatory	bail,	
under	the	new	law,	in	offences	of	rape	of	a	

child	less	 than	16	years	of	age.	 It	has	also	
been	 prescribed	 that	 a	 court	 has	 to	 give	
notice	of	15	days	to	a	public	prosecutor	and	
the	 representative	 of	 the	 victim	 before	
deciding	bail	applications	in	case	of	rape	of	
a	girl	under	16	years	of	age.	

Nirbhaya	Fund	

§ Nirbhaya	 Fund	 was	 announced	 in	 2013	
Union	Budget	to	support	initiatives	by	the	
government	 and	 NGOs	 working	 towards	
protecting	 the	 dignity	 and	 ensuring	 the	
safety	 of	 women	 in	 India.	 The	 fund	 was	
started	with	a	corpus	of	Rs	1,000	crore.	The	
Fund	is	administered	by	the	Department	of	
Economic	 Affairs	 (DEA)	 of	 the	 finance	
ministry.	

§ Ministry	of	Women	and	Child	Development	
is	 the	nodal	Ministry	to	appraise	schemes	
under	the	Nirbhaya	Fund.	The	ministry	also	
reviews	 and	 monitors	 the	 progress	 of	
sanctioned	 Schemes	 in	 conjunction	 with	
other	Ministries/Departments.		From	time	
to	 time,	 Department	 of	 Economic	 Affairs	
(DEA)	issues	guidelines	for	administration	
and	operationalisation	of	the	Fund.	

Supreme	Court	Order	

§ The	 Supreme	 Court	 has	 urged	 the	
government	to	formulate	a	national	policy	
for	proper	rehabilitation	of	rape	survivors,	
different	states	have	different	schemes.		

§ Some	 states	 provided	 compensation	 to	
victims	 of	 sexual	 offences	 just	 on	
registration	 of	 FIRs.	 Till	 date,	 there	 is	 no	
national	plan	on	how	rape	victims	are	to	be	
compensated.		

§ So,	 the	 Supreme	 Court	 has	 urged	 the	
central	 government	 for	 the	 creation	 of	
some	national	model	on	this.	

	

National	Commission	for	Backward	Classes	
Background	

§ Recently	 the	 Lok	 Sabha	 unanimously	
passed	 the	 Constitution	 (123rd	
Amendment)	Bill,	which	seeks	to	grant	the	
National	Commission	on	Backward	Classes	
(NCBC)	 constitutional	 status,	 at	 par	 with	
the	 National	 Commission	 for	 Scheduled	
Castes	 (NCSC)	 and	 the	 National	
Commission	for	Scheduled	Tribes.		

§ It	 also	 seeks	 to	 provide	 the	 NCBC	 with	
authority	 to	 examine	 complaints	 and	
welfare	 measures	 regarding	 socially	 and	
educationally	backward	classes.	

Indra	Swahney	Case		
§ There	has	been	a	demand	for	the	creation	

of	 NCBC	 for	 some	 time	 now.	 In	 the	 Indra	
Swahney	case	the	Supreme	Court	directed	
the	 Government	 of	 India,	 State	
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Governments	 and	 Union	 Territory	
Administrations	to	constitute	a	permanent	
body	 in	 the	 nature	 of	 a	 Commission	 or	
Tribunal	 for	 entertaining,	 examining	 and	
recommending	upon	requests	for	inclusion	
and	 complaints	 of	 over-inclusion	 and	
under-inclusion	 in	 the	 list	 of	 OBCs.	 The	
Supreme	 Court	 held	 that	 the	 Constitution	
recognised	only	social	 and	educational	—	
and	not	economic	—	backwardness.	

§ Accordingly,	the	NCBC	was	set	up	under	the	
National	Commission	for	Backward	Classes	
Act,	 1993.	 	 It	 has	 the	 power	 to	 examine	
complaints	 regarding	 inclusion	 or	
exclusion	 of	 groups	 within	 the	 list	 of	
backward	 classes,	 and	 advise	 the	 central	
government	in	this	regard.	 	The	Bill	seeks	
to	 establish	 the	 NCBC	 under	 the	
Constitution,	 and	 provide	 it	 with	 the	
authority	 to	 examine	 complaints	 and	
welfare	 measures	 regarding	 socially	 and	
educationally	backward	classes.	

Role	of	NCSC	

§ Currently,	under	the	Constitution,	the	NCSC	
has	the	power	to	look	into	complaints	and	
welfare	measures	with	regard	to	Scheduled	
Castes,	 backward	 classes	 and	 Anglo-
Indians.	 	 The	 Bill	 seeks	 to	 remove	 the	
power	 of	 the	 NCSC	 to	 examine	 matters	
related	to	backward	classes.	

About	Backward	Classes	

§ The	Central	Government	of	India	classifies	
some	 of	 its	 citizens	 based	 on	 their	 social	
and	economic	condition	as	Scheduled	Caste	
(SC),	 Scheduled	 Tribe	 (ST),	 and	 Other	
Backward	 Class	 (OBC).	 The	 OBC	 list	
presented	by	the	National	Commission	for	
Backward	 Classes	 is	 dynamic	 (castes	 and	
communities	 can	 be	 added	 or	 removed)	
and	is	subject	to	change	from	time	to	time	
depending	 on	 social,	 educational	 and	
economic	factors.		

§ For	example,	the	OBCs	are	entitled	to	27	%	
reservations	 in	public	 sector	 employment	
and	higher	 education.	 In	 the	Constitution,	

OBCs	 are	 described	 as	 ‘socially	 and	
educationally	 backward	 classes’,	 and	 the	
government	 is	 enjoined	 to	 ensure	 their	
social	and	educational	development.	

Highlights	 of	 the	 123rd	 Constitutional	

Amendment	Bill		
§ Backward	 classes-The	 Constitution	

Amendment	 Bill	 states	 that	 the	 President	
may	specify	the	socially	and	educationally	
backward	classes	in	the	various	states	and	
union	 territories.	 	 He	 may	 do	 this	 in	
consultation	 with	 the	 Governor	 of	 the	
concerned	 state.	 	 However,	 a	 law	 of	
Parliament	 will	 be	 required	 if	 the	 list	 of	
backward	classes	is	to	be	amended.	

§ Composition	 and	 service	 conditions-	
Under	 the	 Constitution	 Amendment	 Bill,	
the	 NCBC	 will	 comprise	 of	 five	 members	
appointed	by	 the	President.	 	 Their	 tenure	
and	 conditions	 of	 service	 will	 also	 be	
decided	by	the	President	through	rules.	

§ Functions	 -	 Under	 the	 Constitution	
Amendment	Bill,	the	duties	of	the	NCBC	will	
include:	

o investigating	 and	 monitoring	 how	
safeguards	 provided	 to	 the	
backward	 classes	 under	 the	
Constitution	 and	 other	 laws	 are	
being	implemented	

o inquiring	 into	 specific	 complaints	
regarding	violation	of	rights,	and		

o advising	 and	 making	
recommendations	 on	 the	 socio-
economic	 development	 of	 such	
classes.		

§ Powers	 of	 a	 civil	 court	 -	 Under	 the	
Constitution	 Amendment	 Bill,	 the	 NCBC	
will	have	the	powers	of	a	civil	court	while	
investigating	 or	 inquiring	 into	 any	
complaints.		These	powers	include:		

o summoning	people	and	examining	
them	on	oath,	

o requiring	 the	 production	 of	 any	
document	or	public	record,	and	

o receiving	evidence.	
	


