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News @ a glance 
POLITY 

 

1) Article 35A and related issues 
What is Article 35A? 
▪ Article 35A is a provision incorporated in the 

Constitution giving the Jammu and Kashmir 
Legislature to decide who all are ‘permanent 
residents’ of the State and confer on them 
special rights and privileges in public sector 
jobs, acquisition of property in the State, 
scholarships and other public aid and welfare.  

▪ The provision mandates that no act of the 
legislature coming under it can be challenged for 
violating the Constitution or any other law of the 
land. 

How did it come about? 
▪ Article 35A was incorporated into the 

Constitution in 1954 by an order of the then 
President Rajendra Prasad on the advice of the 
Jawaharlal Nehru Cabinet. 

▪ The Presidential Order was issued under Article 
370 (1) (d) of the Constitution. This provision 
allows the President to make certain “exceptions 
and modifications” to the Constitution for the 
benefit of ‘State subjects’ of Jammu and Kashmir. 

Why does it matter? 
▪ The parliamentary route of lawmaking was 

bypassed when the President incorporated 
Article 35A into the Constitution. 

Arguments against Article 35A? 
▪ Article 370 was only a ‘temporary provision’ to 

help bring normality in Jammu and Kashmir and 
strengthen democracy in that State 

▪ The Constitution-makers did not intend Article 
370 to be a tool to bring permanent 
amendments, like Article 35A, in the 
Constitution. 

▪ Article 35 A is against the “very spirit of oneness 
of India” as it creates a “class within a class of 
Indian citizens”. 

▪ Restricting citizens from other States from 
getting employment or buying property within 
Jammu and Kashmir is a violation of 
fundamental rights under Articles 14, 19 and 21 
of the Constitution. 

Why in news? 
▪ Kashmir parties warn against plan to remove 

Article 35A. 

 
▪ https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/wh

at-is-article-35a/article19567213.ece  
 

2) Triple talaq bill, 2019 
What is it? 
▪ Triple Talaq, also known as talaq-e-biddat, 

instant divorce, is a form of Islamic divorce 
which has been used by Muslims in India, 
especially adherents of Hanafi Sunni Islamic 
schools of jurisprudence. It allows any Muslim 
man to legally divorce his wife by stating the 
word talaq (the Arabic word for "divorce") three 
times in oral, written, or more recently, 
electronic form. 

Key Provisions of the Bill 
• The Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on 

Marriage) Bill, 2019 states that declaration of 
talaq, including in written or electronic form, to 
be void (i.e. not enforceable in law) and 
illegal.  It defines talaq as talaq-e-biddat or any 
other similar form of talaq pronounced by a 
Muslim man resulting in instant and irrevocable 
divorce.    

Offence and penalty:   
▪ The Bill makes declaration of talaq a cognizable 

offence, attracting up to three years’ 
imprisonment with a fine.  (A cognizable offence 
is one for which a police officer may arrest an 
accused person without warrant.)   

▪ The offence will be cognizable only if 
information relating to the offence is given by: 
(i) the married woman (against whom talaq has 
been declared), or (ii) any person related to her 
by blood or marriage.   

• The Bill provides that the Magistrate may grant 
bail to the accused.  The bail may be granted 
only after hearing the woman (against whom 
talaq has been pronounced), and if the 
Magistrate is satisfied that there are reasonable 
grounds for granting bail.  

• Allowance:  A Muslim woman against whom 
talaq has been declared, is entitled to seek 
subsistence allowance from her husband for 
herself and for her dependent children.  The 
amount of the allowance will be determined by 
the Magistrate. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/what-is-article-35a/article19567213.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/what-is-article-35a/article19567213.ece
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• Custody:  A Muslim woman against whom such 
talaq has been declared, is entitled to seek 
custody of her minor children. 

▪ The Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on 
Marriage) Bill, 2019 does more than criminalise 
triple talaq, it offers Muslim women recourse 
and access to protection of the law from the 
practice of arbitrary instant divorce. The 
legislation brings India at par with other Muslim 
majority states including Pakistan and 
Bangladesh. This was long overdue for a country 
that has taken pride in its adherence to the 
principles of secularism, democracy, and 
equality.  

▪ Personal laws of other religious communities, 
Hindus and Christians, have gone through 
renditions to address some concerns relating to 
gender equality in matters of inheritance and 
polygamy. Despite the gains, gender equality 
does not permeate all aspects of civil law. This 
legislation presents an opportunity to put in 
place a civil code that steeped in equality—
across faiths and gender. 

 

3) PRAGATI 
Why in news? 
▪ Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Wednesday 

chaired his thirtieth interaction through 
PRAGATI - the ICT-based, multi-modal platform 
for Pro-Active Governance and Timely 
Implementation. 

About PRAGATI: 
▪ PRAGATI is a multi-purpose and multi-modal 

platform launched in 2015 by Prime Minister’s 
office aimed at addressing common man’s 
grievances, and simultaneously monitoring and 
reviewing important programmes and projects 
of the Government of India as well as projects 
flagged by State Governments. 

▪ it is aimed at starting a culture of Pro-Active 
Governance and Timely Implementation. 

▪  It is also a robust system for bringing e-
transparency and e-accountability with real-
time presence and exchange among the key 
stakeholders. 

Who designed? 
▪ The system has been designed in-house by the 

PMO team with the help of National Informatics 
Center (NIC). 

Key features of PRAGATI application: 
▪ It is a three-tier system (PMO, Union 

Government Secretaries, and Chief Secretaries of 
the States);  

• Prime Minister will hold a monthly programme 
where he will interact with the Government of 
India Secretaries, and Chief Secretaries through 

Video-conferencing enabled by data and geo-
informatics visuals; 

▪ Issues to be flagged before the PM are picked up 
from the available database regarding Public 
Grievances, on-going Programmes and pending 
Projects; 

▪ It will also take into consideration various 
correspondences to PM’s office by the common 
people or from high dignitaries of States and/or 
developers of public projects;  

▪ The issues flagged are uploaded seven days 
prior to the PRAGATI day (i.e. on third 
Wednesday of every month).  

▪ These issues can be viewed by the Union 
Government Secretaries and Chief Secretaries 
after entering into the application;  

▪ User ID and Password for each of the Union 
Government Secretaries and Chief Secretaries 
have been created and made available;  

▪ Union Government Secretaries and Chief 
Secretaries will be able to see the issues 
pertaining to their Department /State;  

▪ Union Government Secretaries and Chief 
Secretaries have to put their comments and 
updates about the flagged issues within three 
days (i.e. by next Monday);  

▪ One day - Tuesday is available to the PMO team 
to review the data entered by the Union 
Government Secretaries and Chief Secretaries;  

▪ The design is such, that when PM reviews the 
issue he should have on his screen the issue as 
well as the latest updates and visuals regarding 
the same; 

30th session highlights: 
▪ The Prime Minister reviewed the progress in the 

resolution of grievances under Pradhan Mantri 
Awas Yojana (Urban) 

▪ He called for dialogue with state governments to 
evolve best practices and further improvements 
in the Ayushman Bharat scheme. 

▪ He suggested undertaking a study on the 
positive impacts of the scheme in aspirational 
districts. 

▪ Developing a mechanism to collect feedback 
from Divyangjan (persons with disability) on 
accessibility issues faced by them in public 
premises was suggested. 

▪ eight important infrastructure projects in the 
railway and road sectors spread over several 
states was also reviewed. 

References: 
▪ http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?reli

d=117685  
▪ https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/prim

e-minister-narendra-modi-chairs-30th-
interaction-through-pragati-
platform/articleshow/70470005.cms  

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=117685
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=117685
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/prime-minister-narendra-modi-chairs-30th-interaction-through-pragati-platform/articleshow/70470005.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/prime-minister-narendra-modi-chairs-30th-interaction-through-pragati-platform/articleshow/70470005.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/prime-minister-narendra-modi-chairs-30th-interaction-through-pragati-platform/articleshow/70470005.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/prime-minister-narendra-modi-chairs-30th-interaction-through-pragati-platform/articleshow/70470005.cms
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4) Motor vehicle Amendment 
Bill,2019 

Why in news? 
▪ The Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill, 2019 was 

passed by the Rajya Sabha on July 31. 
Need for amendment: 
▪ improve road safety 
▪ facilitate citizens in their dealings with 

transport departments 
▪ strengthen rural transport 
▪ Strengthen public transport and last mile 

connectivity through automation, 
computerization and online services. 

▪ provide an efficient, safe and corruption free 
transport system in the country. 

▪ Some important areas of the bill: 
Road safety: 
▪ In the area of road safety, the Bill proposes to 

increase penalties to act as deterrent against 
traffic violations. 

Vehicle Fitness 
▪ The Bill mandates automated fitness testing for 

vehicles.  This would reduce corruption in the 
transport department while improving the road 
worthiness of the vehicle. 

Recall of Vehicles 
▪ The Bill allows the central government to order 

for recall of motor vehicles if a defect in the 
vehicle may cause damage to the environment, 
or the driver, or other road users. 

Road Safety Board 
▪ The Bill provides for a National Road Safety 

Board, to be created by the central government 
through a notification which will advise the 
central and state governments on all aspects of 
road safety and traffic management. 

Protection of Good Samaritan 
▪ To help road accident victims, Good Samaritan 

guidelines have been incorporated in the Bill. 
Cashless Treatment during Golden Hour 
▪ The Bill provides for a scheme for cashless 

treatment of road accident victims during 
golden hour. 

Motor Vehicle Accident Fund 
▪ The Bill requires the central government to 

constitute a Motor Vehicle Accident Fund, to 
provide compulsory insurance cover to all road 
users in India. 

Improving Services using e-Governance 
▪ Improving delivery of services to the 

stakeholders using e-Governance is one of the 
major focuses of this Bill. 

Reforms in Transportation System 
▪ Development of integrated Transport System 

will be possible from the National 
Transportation Policy. This will also enhance the 

powers of the State Governments, provide better 
last mile connectivity, rural transport etc. 

References:  
▪ http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?reli

d=192424  
 

5) Jammu and Kashmir Reservation 
( second amendment )Bill, 2019 

Why in news? 
▪ The Jammu and Kashmir Reservation (Second 

Amendment) Bill, 2019 was approved by the 
Union Cabinet recently. 

Why is it being introduced? 
▪ It seeks to extend the 10 percent quota to 

economically weaker sections to the state which 
has special constitutional provisions. 

▪ After the bill is passed by the Parliament, all 
residents of the state with income below Rs 8 
lakh per annum would benefit from 10 percent 
quota. 

Background: 
▪ The 10 percent reservation for EWS was 

introduced in the country through the 103rd 
Constitution amendment recently. 

▪ Several state governments have implemented 
the reservation since then. 

▪ The proposed legislation could not be brought 
before the Jammu and Kashmir Assembly which 
has been dissolved. 

What is First amendment all about? 
▪ The Act provides for reservation in appointment 

and promotions in state government posts, and 
admission to professional institutions for 
certain reserved categories. Professional 
institutions include government medical 
colleges, dental colleges, and polytechnics. 

▪ The Act provides for reservation in appointment 
and promotions in certain state government 
posts to persons belonging to socially and 
educationally backward classes. 

▪ It defines socially and educationally backward 
classes to include persons living in areas 
adjoining the Actual Line of Control. 

▪ The Bill extends this condition to persons living 
in areas adjoining the International Border as 
well. 

▪ The Act states that any person whose annual 
income exceeds three lakh rupees or other 
amount as notified by the state government, 
would not be included within socially and 
educationally backward classes excluding 
persons living near to LoC and those adjoining 
international border 

References: 
▪ http://www.prsindia.org/billtrack/jammu-and-

kashmir-reservation-amendment-bill-2019  

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=192424
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=192424
http://www.prsindia.org/billtrack/jammu-and-kashmir-reservation-amendment-bill-2019
http://www.prsindia.org/billtrack/jammu-and-kashmir-reservation-amendment-bill-2019
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▪ https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/amit-

shah-to-introduce-j-k-reservation-second-

amendment-bill-in-rajya-sabha-1577219-2019-
08-05  

  

https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/amit-shah-to-introduce-j-k-reservation-second-amendment-bill-in-rajya-sabha-1577219-2019-08-05
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/amit-shah-to-introduce-j-k-reservation-second-amendment-bill-in-rajya-sabha-1577219-2019-08-05
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/amit-shah-to-introduce-j-k-reservation-second-amendment-bill-in-rajya-sabha-1577219-2019-08-05
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/amit-shah-to-introduce-j-k-reservation-second-amendment-bill-in-rajya-sabha-1577219-2019-08-05
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ENVIRONMENT 
1) Burning bright: on India’s tiger 

census 
Why in news? 
▪ The four-year tiger census report, Status of 

Tigers in India, 2018, released by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, shows numbers of the big cat 
have increased across all landscapes. 

Who prepares the report? 
▪ The report was prepared by the National Tiger 

Conservation Authority (NTCA), a statutory 
body under the Ministry of Environment, in 
collaboration with the Wildlife Institute of India 
(WII). 

What is so specific about 2018 tiger census? 
▪ The National Tiger Conservation Authority 

(NTCA) has asserted in its report, ‘Status of 
Tigers in India 2018’, that 83% of the big cats 
censused were individually photographed using 
camera traps, 87% were confirmed through a 
camera trap-based capture-recapture technique, 
and other estimation methods were used to 
establish the total number. 

▪ This is by far the biggest increase in terms of 
both numbers and percentage since the four-
yearly census using camera traps and the 
capture-mark-recapture method began in 2006. 

▪ India's tiger population, which has more than 
doubled from 1,411 in 2006 to 2,967 in 2019, is 
a "good sign" as it meets UN's sustainable 
development goal which encourages 
preservation of all species, particularly those 
that are endangered. 

Why is a tiger census needed? 
▪ The tiger sits at the peak of the food chain, and 

its conservation is important to ensure the well-
being of the forest ecosystem.  

▪ The tiger estimation exercise includes habitat 
assessment and prey estimation.  

▪ The numbers reflect the success or failure of 
conservation efforts.  

▪ This is an especially important indicator in a 
fast-growing economy like India where the 
pressures of development often run counter to 
the demands of conservation. 

▪ The Global Tiger Forum, an international 
collaboration of tiger-bearing countries, has set 
a goal of doubling the count of wild tigers by 
2022. More than 80% of the world’s wild tigers 
are in India, and it’s crucial to keep track of their 
numbers. 

Where has the tiger population increased the 
most? 

▪ Madhya Pradesh saw the highest number of 
tigers at 526, closely followed by Karnataka 
(524) and Uttarakhand (442).  

▪ Chhattisgarh and Mizoram saw a decline in tiger 
population and all other States saw a “positive” 
increase. 

▪ While Pench Tiger Reserve in Madhya Pradesh 
recorded the highest number of tigers, 
Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve in Tamil Nadu 
registered the “maximum improvement” since 
2014, 

Tiger landscapes in India: 
▪ India’s five tiger landscapes are: Shivalik Hills 

and Gangetic Plains, Central Indian Landscape 
and Eastern Ghats, Western Ghats, North-East 
Hills and Brahmaputra Plains, and the 
Sundarbans. 

▪ For India’s tigers, not every landscape is 
welcoming. 

▪ The less accessible Western Ghats has witnessed 
a steady increase in numbers from 2006, 
notably in Karnataka, and Central India has 
abundance. There is a marked drop in 
Chhattisgarh and Odisha; in Buxa, Dampa and 
Palamau, which are tiger reserves, no trace of 
the animal was found. 

Way forward: 
▪ It is imperative for the NTCA to analyse why 

some landscapes have lost tigers, when the 
entire programme has been receiving high 
priority and funding for years now at ₹10 lakh 
per family that is ready to move out of critical 
habitat.  

▪ Ultimately, saving tigers depends most on the 
health of source populations of the species that 
are estimated to occupy a mere 10% of the 
habitat. 

▪  The conflict in opening up reserves to road-
building has to end, and identified movement 
corridors should be cleared of commercial 
pressures.  

▪ Hunting of prey animals, such as deer and pig, 
needs to stop as they form the base for growth 
of tiger and other carnivore populations. 

References: 
▪ https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/

burning-bright/article28762453.ece  
 
 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/burning-bright/article28762453.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/burning-bright/article28762453.ece
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2) Great Indian Bustard nearing 
extinction due to high voltage 
power lines 

Why in news? 
▪ Great Indian Bustard(GIB) is nearing extinction 

due to collision with high voltage power lines 
that criss-cross their flying path, according to a 
report by the Ministry of Environment. 

 
About Great Indian Bustard: 
▪ The GIB is one of the heaviest flying birds 

endemic to the Indian subcontinent. 
▪ They are primarily terrestrial birds with adult 

males as tall as 122 cm and weigh 11-15 kg and 
adult females reach up to 92 cm and weigh 4-7 
kg. 

▪ . The GIB lays one egg every 1-2 years and the 
success rate of these eggs is 60-70 per cent. 

▪ They have poor frontal vision. 
▪ IUCN Status: Critically endangered 
Found in: 
▪ Maximum number of GIBs was found in 

Jaisalmer and the Indian Army controlled field 
firing range near Pokhran, Rajasthan. 

▪ Kutch district in Gujarat 
▪ Nagpur, Amravati and Solapur districts in 

Maharashtra 
▪  Bellary and Koppal districts in Karnataka  
▪ Kurnool district in Andhra Pradesh. 
Who prepared the report? 
▪ Wildlife institute of India, a statutory body 

under the environment ministry. 
What does the report say?  
▪ Great Indian Bustard are dying at the rate of 

15% annually due to collision with high voltage 
power lines. 

▪ GIB population has been reduced by 75% in the 
last 30 years 

▪ Mortality of adult GIBs is high due to collision 
with power lines that criss-cross their flying 
path. 

▪ Power lines of high voltage (33- 440KV) 
transmission lines with vertical alignment are 
the biggest threat to GIB. 

▪ The natural death rate of large bustards is 4-8% 
, the current additive mortality rate due to 
transmission lines is significantly higher. 

Threats to Great Indian Bustard: 
▪ High voltage power lines cross crossing their 

flying path. 
▪ Irrigation and farming technology: Intensified 

agriculture and changing cropping patterns 
leading to frequent ploughing and use of 
pesticide result in lack of food and vegetation 
cover to meet ecological requirements of the 
species. 

▪ Mining 
▪ Wind turbines  
▪ Infrastructure growth 
▪ Ill formed forestry practices such as plantation 

of exotic shrub/ tree in the name of 
afforestation. 

Need of the hour: 
▪ To put the power lines underground and install 

bird diverters to save them from being 
electrocuted. 

▪ Regulate intensive agricultural land-uses to 
achieve long term GIB persistence. 

▪ New wind turbines, solar farms (photovoltaic 
power stations) from priority GIB habitats 
should be disallowed and existing ones that are 
in the critical areas be removed. 

Government measure: 
▪ The government has released Rs 33 crore for the 

conservation of the GIB through a project, titled 
‘Habitat Improvement and Conservation 
Breeding of Great Indian Bustard-An Integrated 
Approach’, for five years from the Compensatory 
Afforestation Fund Management and Planning 
Authority (CAMPA) for conservation, breeding 
of the GIB with technical support from the WII. 

References:  
▪ https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/gre

at-indian-bustard-nearing-extinction-due-to-
high-voltage-power-lines-environment-
ministry/article28737317.ece  

 

3) Canine distemper virus 
Why in news? 
▪ There is heightened risk of disease transfer from 

dogs to tigers, leopards in Ranthambhore 
National Park. 

What is it? 
▪ Canine distemper is a contagious and serious 

disease caused by a virus that attacks the 
respiratory, gastrointestinal and nervous 
systems of puppies and dogs. 

Government measures: 
▪ A guideline has been prepared by the National 

Tiger Conservation Authority to prevent the 
spillover of the disease to wild animals. 

▪ The main aim should be to vaccinate the free-
ranging and domestic dogs in the area around 
national parks. 

▪ Starting animal birth control programmes. 
▪ The disease needs to be recognised and more 

targeted studies need to be initiated to collect 
baseline data on CDV from wherever they are 
reported from in wild carnivores. 

▪ increasing herd immunity will reduce chances of 
disease spillover to wildlife. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/great-indian-bustard-nearing-extinction-due-to-high-voltage-power-lines-environment-ministry/article28737317.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/great-indian-bustard-nearing-extinction-due-to-high-voltage-power-lines-environment-ministry/article28737317.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/great-indian-bustard-nearing-extinction-due-to-high-voltage-power-lines-environment-ministry/article28737317.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/great-indian-bustard-nearing-extinction-due-to-high-voltage-power-lines-environment-ministry/article28737317.ece
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About Ranthambore national park: 
▪ Ranthambore National Park is a vast wildlife 

reserve near the town of Sawai Madhopur in 
Rajasthan, northern India. 

▪  It is a former royal hunting ground and home to 
tigers, leopards and marsh crocodiles. 

▪ Ranthambore national park was declared a 
wildlife sanctuary in 1957 and in 1974 it gained 
the protection of "Project Tiger". It got it's status 
of a National Park in 1981. 

▪ It is IUCN category II national park. 

References:  
▪ https://www.thehindu.com/sci-

tech/science/tigers-in-india-face-lurking-
threat-from-virus/article28808001.ece  

 

4) Deep ocean mission 
Why in news? 
▪ India’s ambitious ‘Deep Ocean Mission’ is all set 

to be launched this year. Dr. Madhavan 
Rajeevan, Secretary, Union Ministry of Earth 
Sciences, announced on July 27 that the 
₹8,000-crore plan to explore deep ocean 
minerals will start from October. 

Aim of Deep ocean mission: 
▪ Deep Ocean Mission’ aims to  boost India’s Sea 

Exploration Capabilities. 
Features of the Mission: 
• The focus of the mission will be on deep-sea 

mining, ocean climate change advisory services, 
underwater vehicles and underwater robotics 
related technologies. 

• Two key projects planned in the ‘Deep Ocean 
Mission’ report include a desalination plant 
powered by tidal energy and a submersible 
vehicle that can explore depths of at least 6,000 
metres. 

Significance of the Mission: 
▪ The ‘Deep Ocean Mission’ plan will enable India 

to develop capabilities to exploit resources in 
the Central Indian Ocean Basin (CIOB). 

▪ India has been allotted 75,000 square 
kilometres in the Central Indian Ocean Basin 
(CIOB) by UN International Sea Bed Authority 
for exploration of poly-metallic nodules. CIOB 
reserves contain deposits of metals like iron, 
manganese, nickel and cobalt. 

▪ Polymetallic nodules are potato-shaped, 
largely porous nodules found in abundance 
carpeting the sea floor of world oceans in deep 
sea. These are called also known as manganese 
nodules. 

Countries in race to mine deep sea: 
▪ China, France, Germany, Japan, South Korea, 

Russia and also some small islands such as the 
Cook Islands, Kiribati have joined the race for 
deep sea mining. 

Environmental impact: 
▪ The deep sea’s biodiversity and ecology remain 

poorly understood, making it difficult to assess 
the environmental impact and frame adequate 
guidelines. 

▪ noise and light pollution from the mining 
vehicles and oil spills from the operating vessels. 

▪ sediment plumes that will be generated as the 
suspended particles can rise to the surface 
harming the filter feeders in the upper ocean 
layers. 

▪ unique species that have adapted themselves to 
conditions such as poor oxygen and sunlight, 
high pressure and extremely low temperatures 
can go extinct. 

Is deep sea mining economically viable? 
▪ The latest estimate from the ISA says it will be 

commercially viable only if about three million 
tonnes are mined per year. 

References:  
▪ https://www.thehindu.com/sci-

tech/science/why-is-india-pulled-to-deep-
sea-mining/article28809029.ece  
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Economy 
 

1) Norms for external commercial 
borrowings eased 

What is External Commercial Borrowings? 
▪ Under the ECB window, companies and non-

banking finance companies in India are allowed 
to borrow from overseas. 

▪ Most of these loans are provided by foreign 
commercial banks and other institutions.  

▪ A large number of Indian corporate and PSUs 
have used the ECBs as sources of investment. 

Advantages of ECBs  
▪ The biggest incentive for companies raising 

money from overseas is that the cost of funds is 
usually cheaper than the domestic sources.  

▪ ECBs provide an opportunity to borrow large 
volume of funds for relatively long term.  

The downside risk 
▪ The ECB is foreign currency-denominated, and 

the repayment of the principal and the interest 
needs to be made in foreign currency. This 
exposes the company to exchange rate risk. (For 
eg: If Rupee depreciates in relation to that foreign 
currency, the domestic company would be 
required to pay more) 

Why in News? 
▪ The RBI has decided to relax norms for funds 

raised via the external commercial borrowing 
route by companies and non-banking finance 
companies. 

References  
▪ https://www.livemint.com/Money/T86SYRrE1

xxj0kLJDw1FoK/Dejargoned--External-
commercial-borrowing.html 

 

2) Model Tenancy Act  
What’s in the news? 
▪ The Model Tenancy Act, 2019 drafted by the 

Union Ministry for Housing and Urban 
Development, is expected to benefit both 
owners and tenants. 

Need for the model act 
▪ The existing rent control laws are skewed, 

giving more power to one party over the other.  
▪ There is a huge trust deficit prevalent between 

homeowners and tenants, creating a huge 
demand and supply gap in the home rental 
market.  

▪ The Census 2011 revealed that around 1.1 crore 
houses lying vacant. The Model Act is expected 
to balance the interests of both the property 
owner and tenant in a judicious manner and 
bring these vacant into the rental market. 

Key features 
▪ The Model Act lays down the obligations of 

tenants and landlords, and provides for an 
adjudication mechanism for disputes. 

▪ The Act mandates that no person will let or take 
any rental premises without an agreement in 
writing, in both urban and rural areas. Within 
two months of executing such an agreement, the 
land owner and tenant are required to intimate 
the Rent Authority, who will issue a unique 
identification number to both parties.  

▪ The security deposit to be paid by the tenant 
should not exceed two months’ rent for 
residential property, and should be a minimum 
of one month’s rent for non-residential 
property. 

▪ The draft has proposed to set up a rent authority 
and rent tribunal that will specifically examine 
disputes related to tenancy. 

▪ The landlord will have to send a notice to the 
tenant about the increase in rent three months’ 
prior to the revised rent coming into effect. 

▪ If the tenant does not pay the rent for over two 
months or some construction has to be done on 
the property, the landlord can ask the tenant to 
leave.  

 
3) Govt. did not try out GST system 

before rollout: CAG 
What’s in the news? 
▪ The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) has 

submitted its first ever audit of the Goods and 
Services Tax. 

Key Findings 
▪ The government had failed to try out the system 

before its rollout, leading to inadequate 
compliance mechanisms, and lower tax 
revenues. 

▪ Even after two years of GST rollout, a system-
validated input tax credit through an invoice 
matching framework, has not been 
implemented.  

▪ Without invoice matching and auto-generation 
of refunds, the envisaged GST tax compliance 
system is non-functional. 

▪ (Invoice matching is a concept wherein all the 
taxable supplies procured by a buyer and supplied 
by a seller are matched to check evasion. The 
Government, through this concept, seeks to ensure 
the accurate transfer of Input Tax Credit (ITC) 
between the states and the parties in a 
transaction) 

https://www.livemint.com/Money/T86SYRrE1xxj0kLJDw1FoK/Dejargoned--External-commercial-borrowing.html
https://www.livemint.com/Money/T86SYRrE1xxj0kLJDw1FoK/Dejargoned--External-commercial-borrowing.html
https://www.livemint.com/Money/T86SYRrE1xxj0kLJDw1FoK/Dejargoned--External-commercial-borrowing.html
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▪ (ITC means when a manufacturer pays the tax on 
his output, he can deduct the tax he previously 
paid on the input he purchased. If the tax paid on 
inputs is higher than the tax on the output, the 
excess can be claimed as a refund) 

Revenue Dipped 
▪ Tax collections under the GST slowed down in 

the first year of its rollout. 
▪ The growth of indirect taxes slowed down to 

5.8% in 2017-18 over 2016-17 as compared to 
21.33% increase during 2016-17. 

▪ Compliance in terms of the number of returns 
filed had been falling month after month. 

Lack of Coordination 
▪ The suspension of key aspects of the system like 

invoice matching point to inadequate 
coordination among Department of Revenue, 
Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs, 
and GST Network. 

▪ The report also points out the failure of the 
government to try out the GST system 
adequately before rolling it out on July 1, 2017. 

References: 
▪ https://www.bloombergquint.com/gst/indias-

auditor-pulls-up-government-for-not-making-
gst-compliance-simple 

 

4) Rajya Sabha clears changes to 
Insolvency Code 

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) 
▪ The Code creates time-bound processes for 

insolvency resolution of companies and 
individuals.  These processes will be completed 
within 180 days (unless extended by a onetime 
extendable period of 90 days).  If insolvency 
cannot be resolved, the assets of the borrower 
may be sold to repay creditors (known as 
liquidation). 

▪ The resolution processes will be conducted by 
licensed insolvency professionals (IPs).  These 
IPs will be members of insolvency professional 
agencies (IPAs).  

▪ Information utilities (IUs) will be established 
to collect, collate and disseminate financial 
information to facilitate insolvency resolution. 

▪ The National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) 
will adjudicate insolvency resolution for 
companies.  The Debt Recovery Tribunal 
(DRT) will adjudicate insolvency resolution for 
individuals. 

▪ The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of 
India (IBBI) will be set up to regulate 
functioning of IPs, IPAs and IUs. 

Why in News? 
▪ The Rajya Sabha has approved amendments to 

the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, placing a 
greater emphasis on a more time-bound 
resolution. 

▪ The amendment mandates a deadline for the 
completion of the resolution process within 330 
days, including all litigation and judicial 
processes.  

▪ IBC currently allows a maximum of 270 days for 
clearing a resolution plan, but courts have taken 
the lenient approach of excluding the time spent 
on legal challenges by various parties from this 
time frame. 

▪ The amendments also sought to reduce delays at 
the beginning of insolvency proceedings by 
requiring NCLT benches to explain why an 
application has not been admitted or rejected 
within 14 days. (IBC mandates that within 
fourteen days of an application having been filed, 
NCLT shall ascertain the existence of the debt and 
default and either admit or reject the application, 
after which consequences under the Code would 
follow) 

 

5) Manufacturing expands faster on 
fresh orders 

What is PMI? 
▪ Purchasing Managers' Index is an economic 

indicator which indicates the business activity 
& economic health of both the manufacturing 
and service sectors. 

▪ PMI of India is published by Japanese firm 
Nikkei. 

▪ Unlike the Index of Industrial Production (IIP) 
which indicates the changes in production 
volume or output, the PMI is an investor 
sentiment tracking index and is more dynamic 
in nature. 

How is it calculated? 
▪ They are derived from monthly surveys of 

about 400 private companies. 
▪ Variables used for calculating the PMI are: 

Output, New Orders, Employment, Input Costs, 
Output Prices, Backlogs of Work, Export 
Orders, Quantity of Purchases, Suppliers’ 
Delivery Times, Stocks of Purchases and Stocks 
of Finished Goods. 

How to read PMI? 
▪ While PMI >50 implies an expansion of 

business and economic activity, PMI <50 
means contraction. 

Why in News? 
▪ According to the latest PMI data, India’s 

manufacturing activity expanded at a quicker 
rate at 52.5 in July, up from 52.1 in June.  

https://www.bloombergquint.com/gst/indias-auditor-pulls-up-government-for-not-making-gst-compliance-simple
https://www.bloombergquint.com/gst/indias-auditor-pulls-up-government-for-not-making-gst-compliance-simple
https://www.bloombergquint.com/gst/indias-auditor-pulls-up-government-for-not-making-gst-compliance-simple
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6) Start-ups write to govt. on 
equalisation levy 

What is Equalisation Levy?  
▪ Equalisation Levy was introduced in India in 

2016, with the intention of taxing digital 
transactions. 

▪ It is a direct tax on payments made by residents 
to non-resident companies for online 
advertisement, provision of digital and 
advertising space or any other facility or service 
for online advertisement.  

▪ Currently, the rate of equalisation levy is 6%. 
Why in News? 
▪ Domestic start-ups have written to the 

government complaining about the equalisation 
levy, which results in an increased cost burden 
on the start-ups. 

▪ Startups have to pay equalisation levy of 6 per 
cent as the additional cost levied on behalf of 
companies like Facebook, Twitter, Linkedin for 
using their platforms for ads and promotions. 

 

7) Fiscal deficit touches 61.4% of 
estimate 

FRBM Review committee 
▪ Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management 

(FRBM) Act was enacted in 2003 which set 
targets for the government to reduce fiscal 
deficits. It was mandated that both states and 
centre would cut fiscal deficit to 3% by 2008-09. 
The targets were put off several times. 

▪ In 2016, the government set up a committee 
under NK Singh to review the FRBM Act.  

▪ The committee recommended that the 
government should bring down the fiscal deficit 
to 3% of the GDP by 2020, cut it to 2.8% in 
2020-21 and 2.5% by 2023.  

▪ (Fiscal deficit = Total Expenditure – Total 
Receipts except borrowings) 

▪ In line with the NK Singh committee’s 
recommendation, the government aims to 

restrict the fiscal deficit at 3.4% of the GDP 
during the current fiscal. 

Why in News? 
▪ The government’s fiscal deficit touched Rs 4.32 

lakh crore for the June quarter, which is 61.4% 
of the Budget Estimate for 2019-20 fiscal. 

▪ The government estimates the fiscal deficit to be 
at Rs 7.03 lakh crore during 2019-20. 

 

7) U.S. Fed cuts interest rate for first 
time since 2008 

Fed rate cut 
▪ The U.S. Federal Reserve has cut its key interest 

rate by 25 basis points. 
▪ It’s the first rate cut since December 2008 

during the depths of the Great Recession, when 
the U.S.central bank slashed its rate to a record 
low near zero and kept it there until 2015.  

What will be the impact on India? 
▪ Theoretically, a rate cut in the US is positive for 

emerging market economies. 
▪ Emerging economies such as India tend to have 

higher inflation and, thereby, higher interest 
rates than those in developed countries such as 
the US and Europe.  

▪ When the US Fed cuts its interest rates, the 
difference between the interest rates of the two 
countries increases, thus making India more 
attractive for investment. 

▪ Foreign Institutional Investors (FIIs) would 
want to borrow money in the US at low interest 
rates in dollar terms, and then invest that money 
in bonds of emerging countries such as India in 
rupee terms to earn a higher rate of interest. 

▪ A rate cut by the Fed would also mean a greater 
impetus to growth in the US, which could be 
positive news for global growth.  

References:  
▪ https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/e

xplained-us-federal-reserves-rate-cut-indian-
market-5868212/ 
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International Relations 
  

1) China warns protesters in Hong 
Kong 

What’s in the news? 
▪ China has condemned the ongoing violent 

protests in Hong Kong. 
Reason for the protests 
▪ The trigger for the protests was a now-

suspended extradition bill, which would have 
allowed Hong Kong to detain and transfer 
people wanted in countries with which it has no 
formal extradition agreements, including the 
Chinese mainland.  

▪ Opponents of the bill cited the alleged use of 
torture, arbitrary detentions and forced 
confessions in China. 

▪ The protests have now turned into a movement 
for full democracy and autonomy from mainland 
China. 

Hong Kong and China relationship 
▪ Hong Kong, a former British colony, was 

returned to China in 1997 under a policy known 
as “one country, two systems,” which 
promised the territory a high degree of 
autonomy. Hong Kong allows freedoms not 
enjoyed in mainland China, including freedom to 
protest and an independent judiciary. 

▪ But that autonomy, guaranteed under a mini-
constitution known as the Basic Law, expires in 
2047. The joint signed declaration does not state 
what will happen in 2047 after that agreement 
officially ends. 

 

2) U.S., China revive talks, keep 
expectations low 

What is a Trade War? 
▪ A trade war is an economic conflict in which 

countries raise tariffs or other trade barriers 
against each other in response to trade 
barriers created by the other party. 

▪ A tariff is a tax or duty imposed on the goods 
imported into a nation.  

▪ In a global economy, a trade war can become 
very damaging to consumers and businesses of 
both nations. 

When did the Trade war between U.S. and 
China start? 

▪ It started in January 2018 when the U.S. raised 
tariffs on washing machine and solar cell 
imports targeting China and the subsequent 
retaliatory tariffs by China on U.S. imports. 

Why the U.S. started trade war? 
▪ U.S. justified duties on Chinese imports by 

accusing China’s unfair trade practices like 
devaluing currency (deliberate downward 
adjustment of the value of a country's currency 
relative to another currency) to push its exports. 

▪ It also accused that the Chinese government 
deploys unfair ways to force U.S. firms to share 
technology with Chinese companies to gain 
access to China’s market. 

Why in News? 
▪ In June 2019, U.S. and China agreed to pause 

new tariffs on each other and resume 
negotiations to solve their trade disputes. 

▪ Representatives from both countries have 
resumed trade negotiations in Shanghai, China.  

 

3) Govt. must convince industry of 
RCEP’s benefits: Australia 

What is RCEP? 
▪ Regional Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership is an economic grouping of the 
ASEAN’s 10 members, plus India, China, 
Japan, South Korea, Australia and New 
Zealand. 

▪ Once concluded, RCEP will create a zero-
customs duty zone that contributes 34% of GDP 
and 40% of world trade. The region is also home 
to almost half of the world’s population. 

▪ Negotiations have been going on since 2013, 
with one of the major issue being India’s 
reluctance to open up its markets. 

Concerns of India 
▪ Imbalance in the negotiations between goods 

and services is the main concern for India. 
Member countries are putting pressure on 
India to commit to zero tariffs on more than 
90 percent of tradable goods with few 
exemptions. 

▪ However, they remain reluctant to India’s 
proposal to allow free movement of Indian 
skilled professionals in the RCEP region. They 
are not ready to go beyond 60% of services to 
bring under the pact. 

▪ Indian industries are worried that with RCEP 
allowing a wide range of goods to import at 
zero tariffs, Chinese goods will flood India. It 
will cause serious damage to the “Make in 
India” programme.  

▪ Already India’s trade deficit with China is 
unsustainable at $63 billion in 2017-18. India 
has trade deficits with other RCEP nations, 
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too, such as South Korea ($11.9 billion) and 
Australia ($10.2 billion). 

 
Opportunities for India 
▪ Despite these concerns, RCEP will offer India 

an opportunity to engage with China. It will 
give India a chance to stall some of its unfair 
practices such as giving subsidies unethically 
and stalling Indian products, such as 
pharmaceutical, on the pretext of quality 
control.  

▪ RCEP will give Indian exporters a window to 
be a part of global value chains. 

Why in News? 
▪ Australia’s High Commissioner to India Harinder 

Sidhu has said that the Indian government 
should convince the industrial players of RCEP’s 
benefits and commit to the deal by the end of 
the year. 

 

4) U.S. formally withdraws from INF 
arms treaty 

Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces treaty  
▪ Signed in 1987, the Intermediate-Range Nuclear 

Forces (INF) treaty required the United States 
and the Soviet Union to eliminate all of their 
nuclear and conventional ground-launched 
ballistic and cruise missiles with ranges of 500 
to 5,500 kilometres. 

▪ As a result of the treaty, both countries 
destroyed a total of 2,692 short-, medium-, and 
intermediate-range missiles. 

Why in News? 
▪ The U.S. has announced its formal withdrawal 

from the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces 
treaty. 

▪ Both sides had signalled their intention to pull 
out of the treaty for months, accusing each other 
of breaking the terms of the deal. 

▪ The move has raised the threat of an arms race 
between the global superpowers. 

References:  
▪ https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/INFtr

eaty
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Science & Technology 
 

1) Wearable Electronics 
What Is Wearable Technology? 
▪ Wearable technology (also called wearable 

gadgets) is a category of technology devices that 
can be worn by a consumer and often include 
tracking information related to health and 
fitness.  

▪ Other wearable tech gadgets include devices 
that have small motion sensors to take photos 
and sync with your mobile devices. 

▪ It can be worn as accessories, embedded in 
clothing, implanted in the user's body, or even 
tattooed on the skin. 

History of wearable technology 
▪ Wearable technology can be said to have existed 

since eyeglasses were first developed in the 
13th century.  

▪ Timepieces small enough to be worn have been 
around since about 1500.  

▪ But modern wearable technology is defined as 
incorporating a microprocessor and an internet 
connection. 

▪ The growth of mobile networks enabled the 
development of wearable technology. 

Wearable electronics vs. computers 
▪ Wearable electronics are simpler than full-scale 

wearable computers.  
▪ While a wearable computer has both input and 

output and is capable of adjusting to multiple 
tasks, wearable electronics are constructed with 
set tasks to fulfil one or more needs of a specific 
target group. 

▪ Wearable electronics can be worn internally as 
implantable devices such as pacemakers and 
neuroprosthetics.  

▪ Wearable electronics may be worn externally in 
the form of a ring, a badge, a wristwatch, 
eyeglasses, jewellery, shoes or clothing. 

Why in news? 
▪ Researchers at IIT-M have created a nanofiber 

sensor capable of sensing minute variations in 
relative humidity levels in the exhaled breath.  

▪ The highly sensitive sensors can be integrated 
into wearable electronics and might have 
applications in assessing human metabolism 
and calorie burn rates. 

Elaboration 
▪ The sensors have very quick response time of 

about one second and can detect a range of 
relative humidity from 0-95%.  

▪ The sensor was found to have high stability. 

Scope of applications 
▪ The sensor can also detect traces of ethanol and 

acetone, two major components present in the 
oral breath of alcoholics and diabetics, 
respectively. 

References 
▪ https://www.webopedia.com/TERM/W/weara

ble_technology.html 
▪ https://www.investopedia.com/terms/w/wear

able-technology.asp 
▪ https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/enginee

ring/wearable-electronics 
▪ https://www.thehindu.com/sci-

tech/science/iit-madras-breath-humidity-
sensors-for-wearable-
electronics/article28732224.ece 

 

2) Organ culture 
What is tissue culture? 
▪ Tissue culture is the growth of tissues or cells in 

an artificial medium separate from the 
organism. 

▪ Fragments of a tissue (plant or animal tissue) 
are introduced into a new, artificial 
environment, where they continue to function 
or grow 

What is organ culture? 
▪ Organ culture is a type of tissue culture that 

involves isolating an organ for in vitro growth.  
▪ Here, any organ plant can be used as an explant 

for the culture process (Shoot, root, leaf, and 
flower). 

▪ With organ culture, or as is with their various 
tissue components, the method is used for 
preserve their structure or functions, which 
allows the organ to still resemble and retain the 
characteristics they would have in vivo.  

▪ Here, new growth (differentiated structures) 
continues given that the organ retains its 
physiological features.  

▪ As such, an organ helps provide information on 
patterns of growth, differentiation as well as 
development. 

Why in news? 
▪ Scientists in Japan will begin trying to grow 

human organs in animals after receiving 
government permission for the first study of its 
kind in the country 

Elaboration 
▪ The cutting-edge, but controversial, research 

involves implanting modified animal embryos 
with human “induced pluripotent stem” (iPS) 

https://www.webopedia.com/TERM/W/wearable_technology.html
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cells that can be coaxed into forming the 
building blocks of any part of the body. 

Mechanism 
▪ The research involves generating animal 

embryos -- mice, rats or pigs -- that lack a 
particular organ such as a pancreas.  

▪ The modified embryos are then implanted with 
human iPS cells that can grow into the missing 
pancreas. 

▪ The embryos would be transplanted into wombs 
where they could theoretically be carried to 
term with a functioning human pancreas. 

▪ Preliminary research has produced some 
promising signs, including the successful growth 
of mice pancreases in rats.  

▪ The pancreases, when transplanted back into 
mice, functioned successfully and controlled 
blood glucose levels in diabetic mice. 

Applications 
▪ The study would help understand the obstacles 

in the field. 
▪ In the future, this can also pave the way towards 

human organs being cultivated in animals. 
Drawbacks 
▪ The process throws up complex ethical issues, 

particularly over concerns that it may not be 
possible to completely control which organs are 
formed in the animal by the human iPS cells. 

▪ Implanting animal embryos with human cells 
creates what is known as a chimera, an entity 
with both animal and human cells. 

▪ Ethicists fear that chimeras with the human 
brain or reproductive cells would pose serious 
questions about the nature of the animal being 
tested.  

References 
▪ https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tissue_culture 
▪ https://www.microscopemaster.com/tissue-

culture.html 
▪ https://technology.inquirer.net/89619/p2fb-

japan-approves-growing-human-organs-in-
animals-for-first-time 

▪ http://ddnews.gov.in/sci-tech-health/japan-
approves-growing-human-organs-animals-first-
time 

 

3) Abdus Salam International Centre 
for Theoretical Physics (ICTP) 

About ICTP 
▪ Founded in 1964 by the late Nobel Laureate 

Abdus Salam, ICTP seeks to accomplish its 
mandate by providing scientists from 
developing countries with the continuing 
education and skills that they need to enjoy long 
and productive careers.  

▪ For more than 50 years, ICTP has been ensuring 
that scientists from the developing world have 
access to the same resources and opportunities 
enjoyed by their counterparts in wealthier parts 
of the world. 

▪ ICTP has been a major force in stemming the 
scientific brain drain from the developing world. 

▪ History 
▪ Created during the Cold War era in the heart of 

Europe, a continent separated by the iron 
curtain, ICTP provided a rare line of 
communication between scientists from the East 
and West.  

▪ Later, ICTP emerged as a focal point of 
cooperation between the North and South, 
aiming to help scientists from developing 
countries overcome their isolation and 
contribute to state-of-the-art research in physics 
and mathematics 

ICTP & UN 
▪ The importance of ICTP's UN partner, the IAEA, 

in its creation cannot be overstated.  
▪ It was in 1960 at the IAEA's Fourth General 

Conference that a 34-year-old physicist from 
Pakistan, future Nobel laureate Abdus Salam, 
suggested the founding of an international 
theoretical physics institute. 

▪ That proposal became a reality in 1963 when 
the General Conference of the IAEA signed an 
agreement with the Italian Government to 
establish ICTP in Trieste.  

▪ The following year, the Centre opened its doors, 
with Abdus Salam as the Centre's director. 

▪ It now operates under a tripartite agreement 
between the Italian government, International 
Atomic Energy Agency, and the UNESCO. It is a 
UNESCO category 1 institute. 

Mission of ICTP 
▪ Foster the growth of advanced studies and 

research in physical and mathematical sciences, 
especially in support of excellence in developing 
countries. 

▪ Develop high-level scientific programmes 
keeping in mind the needs of developing 
countries, and provide an international forum of 
scientific contact for scientists from all 
countries. 

▪ Conduct research at the highest international 
standards and maintain a conducive 
environment of scientific inquiry for the entire 
ICTP community. 

Why in news? 
▪ Atish Dabholkar, a theoretical physicist from 

India, has been appointed as the new director of 
Abdus Salam International Centre for 
Theoretical Physics (ICTP) in Trieste, Italy. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tissue_culture
https://www.microscopemaster.com/tissue-culture.html
https://www.microscopemaster.com/tissue-culture.html
https://technology.inquirer.net/89619/p2fb-japan-approves-growing-human-organs-in-animals-for-first-time
https://technology.inquirer.net/89619/p2fb-japan-approves-growing-human-organs-in-animals-for-first-time
https://technology.inquirer.net/89619/p2fb-japan-approves-growing-human-organs-in-animals-for-first-time
http://ddnews.gov.in/sci-tech-health/japan-approves-growing-human-organs-animals-first-time
http://ddnews.gov.in/sci-tech-health/japan-approves-growing-human-organs-animals-first-time
http://ddnews.gov.in/sci-tech-health/japan-approves-growing-human-organs-animals-first-time
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▪ Mr. Dabholkar will take up his duties as ICTP 
director with the rank of Assistant Director 
General of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).  

▪ He will succeed Fernando Quevedo, who has led 
the centre since 2009. 

About Atish Dabholkar 
▪ Mr. Dabholkar is well-known for his research on 

string theory and quantum black holes. 
▪ He has received many honours, including Shanti 

Swarup Bhatnagar Award (2006).  
▪ He is an elected member of the Indian Academy 

of Science and was awarded the IIM National 
Leadership Award as a ‘Young Leader in Science’ 
in 2007 by the President of India.  

▪ In 2007, he received the Chair of Excellence 
Award from the National Research Agency 
(ANR) in France. 

Reference 
▪ https://www.ictp.it/ 
 

3D printing 
What is 3D printing? 
▪ 3D printing is a process whereby a 3D design is 

turned into a real object. 
▪ The technical term for 3D printing is Additive 

Manufacturing. 
What is 3D Printing Used For? 
▪ 3D printing enables people like you and me to 

easily manufacture complex objects from the 
comfort of our own homes. 

3D printing vs. manufacturing 
▪ 3D printing is also called additive 

manufacturing, because unlike the traditional 
subtractive manufacturing, 3D printing doesn’t 
remove material, it adds it, layer after layer. 

How does 3D printing work? 
▪ In order to print something, first you’ll need a 

3D model of the object you want to create, 
which you can design in a 3D modeling program 
(CAD - Computer Aided Design), or use a 3D 
scanner to scan the object you want to print. 

▪ When you have a 3D model, the next step in the 
3D printing process is to prepare it in order to 

make it 3D printable. This process is called 
slicing which means dividing a 3D model into 
hundreds or thousands of horizontal layers. 

▪ When your 3D model is sliced, you are ready to 
feed it to your 3D printer. When the file is 
uploaded to a 3D printer, the object is ready to 
be 3D printed. 

▪ The object will be created by laying down 
successive layers of material. Each of these 
layers can be seen as a thinly sliced horizontal 
cross-section of the eventual object. 

Advantages of 3D printer 
▪ It is often cheaper, faster and more customizable 

to 3D print something in your home than to buy 
such sundy items from the store.  

▪ The technology is already quite mature and the 
build quality of the fabricated items is 
constantly improving. 

▪ Geometric complexity at no extra cost 
▪ Very low start-up costs 
▪ Customization of each and every part 
Limitations of 3D Printing 
▪ Lower strength & anisotropic material 

properties 
▪ Less cost-competitive at higher volumes 
▪ Limited accuracy & tolerances 
▪ Post-processing & support removal 
Applications 
▪ Traditionally, 3D printing has been used for 

medical and industrial applications, such as 
surgical guides, concept cars, visual models for 
consumer electronics and prototypes.  

▪ Nowadays, 3D printing is used in jewelry, 
fashion, footwear, art, architecture, toys and 
interior design amongst others. 

References 
▪ https://ultimaker.com/en/explore/what-is-3d-

printing 
▪ https://tractus3d.com/what-is-3d-printing/ 
▪ https://all3dp.com/1/what-is-3d-printing/ 
▪ https://i.materialise.com/en/learn/what-is-3d-

printing 
▪ https://www.3dhubs.com/guides/3d-printing/ 
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PIB ANALYSIS 
1) Consumer Protection Bill, 2019 
Aim of the Bill: 
▪ The bill aims at protecting the interests of 

consumers by establishing authorities for timely 
and effective administration and settlement of 
consumer’s disputes. The Bill aims to simplify a 
number of rules. 

Salient features of the Bill: 
▪ Under the Bill, there is provision for central 

government to set up a Central Consumer 
Protection Authority (CCPA) to promote, protect 
and enforce the rights of consumers and will be 
empowered to investigate, recall, refund and 
impose penalties. 

▪ It will regulate matters related to violation of 
consumer rights, unfair trade practices, and 
misleading advertisements. 

▪ The authority will have power to impose a 
penalty on a manufacturer or an endorser of up 
to 10 lakh rupees and imprisonment for up to 
two years for a false or misleading 
advertisement. 

▪ It will have a Simplified Dispute Resolution 
process and an Alternate Dispute Resolution 
(ADR) mechanism. 

▪ A manufacturer or product service provider or 
product seller to be responsible to compensate 
for injury or damage caused by defective 
product or deficiency in services like 
Manufacturing  defect, Design defect etc; 

Benefit to Consumers 
▪ Presently Consumer only have a single point of 

access to justice, which is time consuming. 
Additional swift executive remedies are 
proposed in the bill through Central Consumer 
Protection Authority (CCPA) 

▪ Deterrent punishment to check misleading 
advertisements and adulteration of products 

▪ Product liability provision to deter 
manufacturers and service providers from 
delivering defective products or deficient 
services 

▪ Ease of approaching Consumer Commission and 
Simplification of Adjudication process 

▪ Scope for early disposal of cases through 
mediation 

▪ Provision for rules for new age consumer issues: 
e-commerce & direct selling. 

Why in News? 
▪ The Lok Sabha passed the Consumer Protection 

Bill 2019 after due consideration and discussion. 
 

2) Inclusion of Nepali and Santhali 
languages in the Scheme for grant 

About the scheme 
▪ The Ministry of Culture administers a scheme 

component namely Award of Senior/Junior 
Fellowships to Outstanding Artistes in the Fields 
of Culture. 

▪ Centre for Cultural Resources and Training 
(CCRT), Dwarka is the Nodal institute for 
handling the Scheme of Sr. /Jr. Fellowship till 
selection process. 

▪ “Literary Arts” is one of the Fields under this 
Scheme where candidates can apply for 
research in 22 languages as their Sub-Field. 

8th Schedule 
▪ The Eighth Schedule to the Indian Constitution 

contains a list of 22 scheduled languages It is a 
list of official languages recognised by the 
Constitution which include Assamese, Bengali, 
Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada, Kashmiri, Malayalam, 
Marathi, Odia, Punjabi, Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu, 
Urdu, Sindhi (added by the 21st Amendment 
Act, 1967), Konkani, Manipuri, Nepali (added by 
71st Amendment Act, 1992), Bodo, Dogri, 
Maithili, Santal (added by 92nd Amendment 
2003). 

Why in News? 
▪ The Union Minister has announced to include 

the remaining 02 languages from the 8th 
Schedule of the Indian Constitution i.e. Nepali 
and Santhali in the Sub-Field of Field 
“Literature” in the scheme component ‘Award of 
Senior/Junior Fellowships to Outstanding 
Artistes in the Fields of Culture’. 

 

3) Code on Wages Bill, 2019 
What is the need? 
▪ Code on Wages Bill, 2019 is needed as many as 

17 present labour laws are more than 50 years 
old and some of them even belong to pre-
independence era. 

▪ Among the four Acts being subsumed in The 
Code on Wages Bill, The Payment of Wages Act, 
1936 belongs to pre-independence era and The 
Minimum Wages Act 1948 is also 71 years old. 

▪ The Payment of Bonus Act, 1965 and The Equal 
Remuneration Act, 1976 are also being 
subsumed in the Code.  

Provisions of the bill: 
▪ Code ensures minimum wages along with timely 

payment of wages to all the employees and 
workers. Many unorganized sector workers like 
agricultural workers, painters, persons working 
in restaurants and dhabas, chowkidars etc. who 
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were out of the ambit of minimum wages will 
get legislative protection of minimum wages 
after the bill becomes an Act. 

▪ It has been ensured in the bill that employees 
getting monthly salary shall get the salary by 7th 
of next month, those working on weekly basis 
shall get the salary on last day of the week and 
daily wagers should get it on the same day. 

▪ At present, many of the states have multiple 
minimum wages. Through Code on Wages, the 
methodology to fix the minimum wages has 
been simplified and rationalised by doing away 
with type of employment as one of the criteria 
for fixation of minimum wage. The minimum 
wage fixation would primarily based on 
geography and skills.  

Why in News? 
▪ The Lok Sabha  and Rajya Sabha passed The 

Code on Wages Bill, 2019 which aims to 
transform the old and obsolete labour laws into 
more accountable and transparent ones. 

References:  
http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=
1578948 

 

4) ISRO Technical Liaison Unit 
Background: 
▪ Space cooperation has been one of the major 

links between India and Russia almost from the 
beginning of the space era and currently both 
sides are actively pursuing interactions in 
diversified areas of space programme 

▪ Apart from intensifying cooperation with Russia, 
India has expanded its space cooperation with 
countries near Russia. This calls for extensive 
uninterrupted coordination & interface support 
for increased level international technical 
collaboration. 

About the unit 
▪ The ISRO Technical Liaison Unit (ITLU) at 

Moscow will enable effective technical 
coordination for timely interventions on 
diversified matters with Russia and 
neighbouring countries for realization of the 
programmatic targets of ISRO. 

▪ The Liaison Officer, deputed at ITLU from ISRO 
provides technical information about the 
developments in research and technology and 
inputs arising from their meetings with 
researchers, government agencies and 
industries in the respective countries. 

▪ They also support the ongoing bilateral 
programmes of cooperation in space technology 
and act on behalf of ISRO on the matters 
referred. 

Benefits: 
▪ ISRO will be able to collaborate with Space 

agencies/industries in Russia and neighbouring 
countries for mutually synergetic outcomes. 

▪ ISRO’s Gaganyaan programme requires 
development of some of the key technologies 
and establishment of specialized facilities, which 
are essential to support life in space. 

▪ Keeping in view the 15th August, 2022 timeline 
for realization of the Gaganyaan human space 
programme, it is prudent to avail technical 
cooperation from International space agencies, 
who have already demonstrated their technical 
capabilities in specific areas. 

▪ Russia, being one of the space-faring nations, it 
is envisaged to collaborate with Russia 
extensively in various fields of relevance. 

Why in News? 
▪ The Union Cabinet has approved the setting up 

of ISRO Technical Liaison Unit (ITLU) in 
Moscow, Russia. 

References: 
http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=15

78948 
 

5) Controller General of Accounts 
Who is a Controller General of Accounts (CGA)? 
▪ A CGA is the Principal Advisor on Accounting 

matters to the Union Government .He is 
responsible for preparation and submission of 
the accounts of the Union Government and also 
responsible for exchequer control and internal 
audits. Controller General of Accounts derives 
his mandate from Article 150 of the 
Constitution. 

Duties and responsibilities of CGA 
▪ General principles of Government accounting 

relating to Union or State Governments and 
form of accounts, and framing or revision of 
rules and manuals relating thereto; 

▪ Reconciliation of cash balance of Union 
Government with Reserve Bank in general and, 
in particular, of Reserve Deposits pertaining to 
Civil Ministries or Departments; 

▪ Overseeing the maintenance of adequate 
standards of accounting by Central Civil 
Accounts Offices; 

▪ Consolidation of monthly accounts, preparation 
of review of trends of revenue realization and 
significant features of expenditure etc and 
preparation of annual accounts, the annual 
receipts and disbursements. 

▪ Administration of Central Treasury Rules and 
Central Government Account (Receipt and 
Payment Rules 1983); 

http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1578948
http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1578948
http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1578948
http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1578948
http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1578948
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▪ Coordination and assistance in the introduction 
of management accounting system in Civil 
Ministries or Departments; 

▪ Cadre management of Group ‘A’ (Indian Civil 
Accounts Service) and Group ‘B’ Officers of the 
Central Civil Accounts Offices; 

▪ Matters relating to the Central Civil Accounts 
staff belonging to Group ‘C’ and ‘D’; 

▪ Disbursement of Pension through Public Sector 
Banks (PSBs) in respect of Central Civil 
Pensioners, Freedom Fighters, High Court 
Judges, Ex-M.P.s and Ex-Presidents. 

Why in News? 
▪ Mr. Girraj Prasad Gupta took over as the 

Controller General of Accounts (CGA) 
References:  

http://www.cga.nic.in/Content/Print/Mandate.
aspx 

 

6) KABIL 
What is it? 
▪ Khanij Bidesh India Ltd. (KABIL) is a joint 

venture company set up to ensure Supply of 
Critical Minerals.The company is set up with the 
participation of three Central Public Sector 
Enterprises namely, National Aluminium 
Company Ltd.(NALCO), Hindustan Copper 
Ltd.(HCL) and Mineral Exploration Company 
Ltd. (MECL). 

About KABIL 
▪ KABIL is to ensure a consistent supply of critical 

and strategic minerals to Indian domestic 
market. 

▪ While KABIL would ensure mineral security of 
the Nation, it would also help in realizing the 
overall objective of import substitution. 

▪ The KABIL would carry out identification, 
acquisition, exploration, development, mining 
and processing of strategic minerals overseas 
for commercial use and meeting country’s 
requirement of these minerals. 

▪ The sourcing of these minerals or metals is done 
by creating trading opportunities, G2G 
collaborations with the producing countries or 
strategic acquisitions or investments in the 
exploration and mining assets of these minerals 
in the source countries. 

▪ The new company will help in building 
partnerships with other mineral rich countries 
like Australia and those in Africa and South 
America, where Indian expertise in exploration 
and mineral processing will be mutually 
beneficial bringing about new economic 
opportunities. 

▪ References: : 
http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=
1578948 

 

7) Pashmina Products receive BIS 
certification 

What is BIS? 
▪ BIS is the National Standard Body of India 

established under the BIS Act 2016 for the 
harmonious development of the activities of 
standardization, marking and quality 
certification of goods and for matters connected 
therewith or incidental thereto. 

▪ BIS has been providing traceability and 
tangibility benefits to the national economy in a 
number of ways – providing safe reliable quality 
goods; minimizing health hazards to consumers; 
promoting exports and imports substitute; 
control over proliferation of varieties etc. 
through standardization, certification and 
testing.  

How will the certification help? 
▪ The certification is intended to help curb the 

adulteration of Pashmina and also protect the 
interests of local artisans and nomads who are 
the producers of Pashmina raw material. 

▪ It will also ensure purity of the product for 
customers. 

▪ It is also intended to discourage counterfeit or 
substandard product in the market. 

▪ It will also encourage the younger generation of 
the community to continue in this profession. 

▪ It will ensure better prices for the goat herding 
community in Ladakh as well as for the local 
handloom artisans producing genuine Pashmina 
products. 

About Pashmina 
▪ Pashmina is a type of fine cashmere wool. 

Textiles made out of it were first woven in 
Kashmir. Pashmina comes from the Persian 
word for “made from wool”.It was first called 
“cashmere” because westerners first 
encountered it in Kashmir.The wool is taken 
from various breeds of Cashmere goat. Ladakh 
produces 50 MT of the finest grade of Pashmina 
in the world (12-15 microns).The nomadic 
Pashmina herders live in the hostile and tough 
terrain of Changthang. 

About Changthangi goat 
▪ It is a special breed of goats indigenous to the 

high altitude regions of Ladakh. The goat grows 
a thick, warm undercoat which is the source of 
Kashmir Pashmina wool. The goats are generally 
domesticated and reared by nomadic 
communities called the Changpa in the 
Changthang region of Greater Ladakh. 

http://www.cga.nic.in/Content/Print/Mandate.aspx
http://www.cga.nic.in/Content/Print/Mandate.aspx
http://www.cga.nic.in/Content/Print/Mandate.aspx
http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1578948
http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1578948
http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1578948
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Why in News? 
▪ Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) has published 

an Indian Standard for identification, marking 
and labelling of Pashmina products to certify its 
purity. 

References: 
https://bis.gov.in/?page_id=2348 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pashmina 
 

8) World Breastfeeding Week 
About World Breastfeeding Week 
▪ This is celebrated in the first week of August (1st 

– 7th August) every year. 
▪ It was first observed in 1992 by World Alliance 

for Breastfeeding Action (WABA). 
▪ It is now observed in 120 nations by the UNICEF 

and the WHO. 
▪ The chief aim is to encourage breastfeeding and 

improve the health of babies around the world. 
What is the theme? 
▪ The theme is “Empower Parents, Enable 

Breastfeeding”. This year’s focus is on 
protection, promotion, and support of 
breastfeeding. 

Objectives of World Breastfeeding Week: 
▪ To create awareness among parents about 

breastfeeding 
▪ Encourage parents to adopt breastfeeding 
▪ Creating awareness about the importance of 

initiation and exclusive breastfeeding, and 
adequate and appropriate complementary 
feeding 

▪ Providing advocacy material about the 
importance of breastfeeding 

Importance: 
▪ It promotes better health for mothers and 

children alike. 
▪ It prevents infections like diarrhoea and acute 

respiratory infections in early infancy and thus 
reduce infant mortality. 

▪ It decreases the risk of mothers developing 
breast cancer, ovarian cancer, type 2 diabetes, 
and heart disease. 

▪ It protects infants from obesity-related illnesses, 
diabetes and increases IQ. 

Why in News? 
▪ The Food and Nutrition Board, under the 

Women and Child Development Ministry is 
observing the World Breastfeeding Week 
(WBW) by organising a number of activities. 

▪ References 
http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=15

78948 
 

9) Quick Reaction Surface-to-Air 
Missiles (QRSAM) 

About QRSAM 
▪ QRSAM is developed by DRDO, with a strike 

range of 25 km 
▪ It's an all-weather and all terrain missile. 
▪ It can be used as an anti-sea skimmer from a 

ship against low flying attacking missiles. 
▪ Another important feature is the counter-

measures against jamming by enemy aircraft 

 
Why in News? 
▪ Defence Research Development Organisation 

(DRDO) successfully flight-tested its state-of-
the-art Quick Reaction Surface-to-Air Missiles 
(QRSAM) against live aerial targets from 
Integrated Test Range (ITR), Chandipur 

 

10) TechEx 
About TechEx 
▪ TechEx was organized to demonstrate products 

and prototypes developed under the two 
flagship schemes of the Ministry of Human 
Resource Development (MHRD) namely 
IMPacting Research, INnovation and Technology 
(IMPRINT) and UchhatarAvishkar Yojana (UAY). 

▪ TechEx is a unique effort, which offers an 
excellent platform to the researchers to 
showcase their work and inspire them to do 
their best in their respective domains. 

▪ some prominent among the exhibits were non-
invasive and low-cost rapid TB diagnostics, 
artificial pancreas for closed loop blood glucose 
control of type-I diabetic patients, affordable 
cancer diagnosis/treatment, electric vehicle 
charger, etc. 

About IMPRINT scheme 
▪ IMPRINT scheme was launched in November, 

2015 with a view to provide solutions to the 
most relevant engineering challenges by 
translating knowledge into viable technology 
(products or processes) in 10 selected 
technology domains. 

▪ The domains are namely health care, energy, 
sustainable habitat, nano-technology hardware, 
water resources and river systems, advanced 

https://bis.gov.in/?page_id=2348
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pashmina
http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1578948
http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1578948
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materials, Information and Communication 
Technology, manufacturing, security and 
defence, and environmental science and climate 
change. 

About Uchhatar Avishkar Yojana (UAY) 
▪ UchhatarAvishkar Yojana (UAY) was announced 

in 2015 with a view to promote innovation of a 
higher order that directly impacts the needs of 

the Industry and thereby improves the 
competitive edge of Indian manufacturing. 

▪ UAY projects are funded jointly by MHRD, 
participating Ministries and the Industry 

▪ The scheme focuses on a viable industry-
academic collaboration where industry shares a 
part of the cost of research 
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News in-depth 

AIR NEWS  
1) China no longer top trading 

partner of U.S. 
Background: 
▪ The imports from China to the U.S. dropped by 

12 % and America’s export to China fell by 19 %, 
as the result of the ongoing trade war between 
the U.S. and China. As a result of their ongoing 
trade war, China is no longer the top trading 
partner of the United States and has been 
replaced by America’s neighbours Mexico and 
Canada 

▪ In the first half of the year, Mexico was the top 
trading partner of the United States followed by 
Canada, the latest official data reveals, according 
to The Wall Street Journal. 

Why? 
▪ After coming to power, Mr. Trump has imposed 

25 % import tariff on Chinese products worth 
$250 billion. 

▪ Another 10 % tariff on products worth $300 
billion will come into effect on September 1. 

▪ Mr. Trump has so far maintained that China has 
been unfair to the US. China has also taken 
several retaliatory steps. 

▪ According to a Commerce Department report, 
the total value of bilateral goods exchanged with 
China fell 14 per cent in the first half of the year 
to $271.04 billion. 

▪  “After holding the top spot among US trading 
partners from 2015 to 2018, China now sits at 
No. 3 and now smaller than Mexico for the first 
time since 2005,” 

References: 
▪ http://www.newsonair.com/News?title=China-

is-no-longer-the-top-trading-partner-of-US%2c-
reveals-official-data&id=369570 

▪ https://www.thehindu.com/news/international
/china-no-longer-top-trading-partner-of-
us/article28804825.ece 

 
 

2) Chittagong Hill Tract Accord 
What are Chittagong Hill Tracts?  
▪ The Chittagong Hill Tracts are an area within the 

Chattogram Division in southeastern 
Bangladesh, bordering Myanmar on the 
southeast, the Indian state of Tripura on the 
north, Mizoram on the east and Chittagong 
district on the west. 

▪ They formed a single district until 1984, when 
they were divided into three districts: 
Khagrachari District, Rangamati Hill District, 
and Bandarban District. 

▪ Topographically, the Hill Tracts are the only 
extensively hilly area in Bangladesh. 

About the accord: 
▪ The government of Bangladesh signed 

Chittagong Hill Tract (CHT) Accord in 1997 with 
Parbatya Chattogram Jana Sanghati Samity 
(PCJSS) representing Jumma indigenous 
people to end decades of armed conflict in the 
South Eastern region of the country. 

▪ Protection of the land rights of Jumma people, 
rehabilitation, self-government and withdrawal 
of military from the region were the key points 
of the accord. 

▪ Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina was honoured 
with the UNESCO Peace Prize in 1998 for the 
accord. 

▪ Indigenous people's organisations have accused 
the government of not implementing the accord 
but the government claims that most of the 
provisions of the accord have been 
implemented.  

Why in News? 
▪ Indigenous people of Bangladesh have 

demanded quick implementation of the 
Chittagong Hill Tract (CHT) Accord signed in 
1997. 

References: 
http://www.newsonair.com/News?title=Indige
nous-people-demand-implementation-of-
Chittagong-Hill-Tract-Accord&id=369626

  

http://www.newsonair.com/News?title=China-is-no-longer-the-top-trading-partner-of-US%2c-reveals-official-data&id=369570
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http://www.newsonair.com/News?title=China-is-no-longer-the-top-trading-partner-of-US%2c-reveals-official-data&id=369570
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/china-no-longer-top-trading-partner-of-us/article28804825.ece
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THE HINDU EDITORIALS  
 

1) Ban or Regulate – 
Cryptocurrencies   

Syllabus - GS Paper III – Science & Technology 

▪ Context - An inter-ministerial committee set up 

to assess the viability of virtual currencies, has 

recommended that India should ban private 

cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin. 

What is Cryptocurrency? 
▪ A cryptocurrency is a digital or virtual currency 

that uses cryptography for security. It is difficult 

to counterfeit due to this security feature. Many 

cryptocurrencies are decentralized systems 

based on blockchain technology, a distributed 

ledger technology enforced by a disparate 

network of computers. 

Committee’s Report and Recommendations – 
▪ In the Report, the Group has highlighted the 

positive aspect of distributed-ledger technology 

(DLT) and suggested various applications, 

especially in financial services, for use of DLT in 

India. 

▪ The DLT-based systems can be used by banks 

and other financial firms for processes such as 

loan-issuance tracking, collateral management, 

fraud detection and claims management in 
insurance, and reconciliation systems in the 

securities market. 

▪ The IMC also recommends that regulators like, 

RBI, SEBI, IRDA and IBBI explore evolving 

appropriate regulations for development of DLT 

in their respective areas. 

▪ As for private cryptocurrencies, given the risks 

associated with them and volatility in their 

prices, the Group has recommended banning of 

the cryptocurrencies in India and imposing fines 

and penalties for carrying on of any activities 

connected with cryptocurrencies in India. 

▪ The Group has also proposed that the 

Government keeps an open mind on official 

digital currency. 

▪ The RBI Act has the enabling provisions to 

permit the central government to approve a 

“Central Bank Digital Currency” (CBDC) as legal 

tender in India. 

▪ The Group has proposed that the Government 

may establish a Standing Committee to revisit 

the issues addressed in the Report as and when 

required. 

▪ The committee also proposed a draft bill 

‘Banning of Cryptocurrency & Regulation of 

Official Digital Currency Bill, 2019’ which has 

been put in public domain. 

Analysis-  
▪ Governments and Economic regulators across 

the world are wary of private cryptocurrencies. 

▪ As they need neither a central issuing authority 

nor a central validating agency for transactions, 

these currencies can exist and thrive outside the 

realm of authority and regulation.  

▪ The Reserve Bank of India has repeatedly 

warned the public of the risks associated with 

dealing with cryptocurrencies. 

▪ Bitcoin’s use in illegal online marketplaces that 

deal with drugs and child pornography is well-

documented. There have been cases of 

consumers being defrauded. 

▪ Many of the jurisdictions of the world, including 

Canada, Thailand, Russia and Japan, are on the 

path of regulation, so that transactions are 
within the purview of anti-money laundering 

and prevention of terror laws. 

▪ The article pushes for a regulated regime rather 

than an outright ban, owing to the network-

based nature of cryptocurrencies and the 

technological innovation in the field. 

 

2) In Assam, Basic dignity at stake  
Syllabus- GS paper 3 

▪ Context - The Supreme Court has extended the 

day of reckoning for the controversial exercise 

of National Register of Citizens (NRC) in Assam 

from July 31 to August 31, giving a month’s 

relief to those who are off the list to scramble 

and get into it. 

Background – 
▪ Officially, the NRC process will address the issue 

of illegal migrants, specifically from Bangladesh. 

▪ The NRC is the list of legal citizens of Assam. It 

was prepared in 1951, to record citizens, their 

houses and holdings. 

▪ In the 1980s, demands began to rise about the 

updating of NRC in the state of Assam. The 

Reason being that the natives began to feel that 

illegal foreigners were dominating their land, 

leading to movement in Assam in 1980. The All 

Assam Students’ Union (AASU) submitted a 

memorandum to the Centre, seeking the 

updating of the list. 
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▪ The Citizenship Act of 1955 was amended after 

the Assam Accord for all Indian-origin people 

who came from Bangladesh before January 1, 

1966 to be deemed as citizens.  
▪ Those who came between January 1, 1966 and 

March 25, 1971 were eligible for citizenship 

after registering and living in the State for 10 

years while those entering after March 25, 1971, 

were to be deported. 

▪ The Assam Accord of 1985 that ended the six-

year anti-foreigners’ agitation decided March 

24, 1971 as the cut-off date. This was because of 

the several waves of migration to Assam from 

Bangladesh, biggest was in March 1971 when 

the Pakistan army crackdown forced many to 

flee to India. 

▪ The process of NRC update was taken up in 

Assam as per a Supreme Court order in 2013. 

The draft NRC was published on July 30, 2018 

and included the names of 2.9 crore people of 

the total 3.29 crore applicants, resulting in 

widespread panic in the masses. 

▪ The updated NRC will count only those as Assam 

citizens who can prove their residency on or 

before March 21, 1971. This means that all those 

not included in the list runs the risk of being 

rendered, illegal immigrants. 

▪ Supreme Court will judicially oversee the 

process of updating the NRC to help identify 

Indian citizens residing in Assam in accordance 

with the Citizenship Act, 1955 and Assam 

accord. 

Why is it controversial? – 
▪ The government has not yet announced 

concrete procedures and due process about 

results and the legal status of people who are 

not identified as indigenous citizens).  

▪ The NRC updating coincides with the proposed 

Citizenship Amendment 2016 Bill which seeks 

to grant citizenship to Hindus living in 

Bangladesh, Pakistan, and Afghanistan. 

▪ Some 40 lakh people were left out of the NRC 

when the draft list was published in July. This 

led to an outcry by civil society groups, and 

media outlets showed how citizens had been left 

out, reportedly on religious and ethnic grounds, 

and due to bad data collection. 

▪ The cases of those left out of the final NRC will 

be heard in the Foreigners’ Tribunals, after 

which applicants can approach the High Court. 

But, many people who are did not make the list 

are poor, cannot afford lawyers and may not 

even know of their right to legal aid. 

 
Challenges in the process- 
▪ Flawed process-The parallel processes of NRC, 

the voters list of the Election Commission, and 

the Foreigners’ Tribunal, have led to utter chaos, 

as each entity does not share information with 

each other, which led to widespread confusion 

and misery to public. 

▪ Though the draft provides a window for re-

verification, due to large number of people being 

excluded from the list, it might result in practical 

problems and lack of time. 

▪ Since such ‘non citizens’ can resort to judicial 

relief to substantiate their citizenship claim, it 

can lead to overburdening of judiciary and 

uncertain futures for lakhs of people. 

▪ There is concern on the political and basic rights 

of these non-citizens. Until further action, 

alleged foreigners should have access to rights 

that will enable their survival, right to education 

and health. However, the status of provisions 

like right to vote or to acquire property would 

be a major political issue. 

Way Forward-Post NRC  
▪ The treatment to those who will be left out of 

NRC revision will become a political issue and 

Social Issue. 

▪ NRC should be made public and an orderly 

mechanism for those aggrieved by exclusion 

should be created to exhaust judicial remedies 

in accordance with law, without undermining 

their rights in any matter whatsoever. 

▪ India needs repatriation treaty with Nepal and 

Bangladesh to send back those who will be 

excluded from NRC. 

▪ If Bangladesh is not ready to take them back, 

lakhs of such Indian citizens, who are in 

possession of Electoral Photo Identity Card and 

other such, would be rendered stateless. 

▪ Apart from deportation, the other option is 

detention camps - which is an unlikely option 

for a democracy like India. 

▪ The need of the hour is that Union Government 

should clearly chart out the course of action 

regarding the fate of excluded people from final 

NRC data. 

▪ On the Other hand, Publication of an updated 

NRC is expected to deter future migrants from 

Bangladesh from entering Assam illegally. 

 

3) Padding up for the next UNSC 
innings 

Syllabus – GS Paper 3 – International Relations  
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▪ Context – India was recently elected for its 8th 

term as a non-permanent member of the UN 

Security Council for the term 2021-22.  

Background – 
▪ The United Nations Charter established six main 

organs of the United Nations, including the 

Security Council.  

▪ It gives primary responsibility for maintaining 

international peace and security to the Security 

Council, to step in whenever peace is 

threatened. 

▪ The Council is composed of 15 Members- Five 

permanent members, i.e China, France, Russia, 

the United Kingdom, and the United States. Ten 

non-permanent members elected for two-year 

terms by the General Assembly. 

▪ Each year, the General Assembly elects five non-

permanent members (out of ten in total) for a 

two-year term. The ten non-permanent seats are 

distributed on a regional basis- five for African 

and Asian countries; one for Eastern European 

countries; two for Latin American and 

Caribbean countries; two for Western European 

and other countries. 

▪ Aspiring member needs the vote of two-thirds of 

the 193 UN General Assembly members to win a 

non-permanent seat on the UNSC. 

▪ India has served as a non-permanent member of 

the UNSC more often than any country other 

than Japan from the Asia-Pacific Group. 

Analysis-  
▪ India must give exceptional weightage to how all 

Security Council issues have an impact on the 

subcontinent. Accordingly, the author provides 

the objectives on which India should work in 

UNSC. 

▪ India can use its term as a non-permanent 

member to enhance its credentials as a 

constructive and responsible member of 

international society, which can help India in its 

aspirations of permanent membership of UNSC. 

▪ India needs to counter existing trends towards 

unilateralism, ethno-centrism, protectionism 

and racial intolerance. 

▪ India should make progress on the non-

discriminatory elimination of weapons of mass 

destruction, protection of the environment 

against global warming, safeguarding outer 

space from weapons, and enhancing respect for 

diversity and plurality in world politics. 

▪ On the country-specific disputes of Cyprus, 

Palestine, Ukraine and North Korea, India needs 

a balanced position that needs little reset. 

▪ In upholding a rules-based order in 

international society, India should underline the 

sanctity of treaties such as the multilateral 

accord with Iran endorsed by the Security 
Council and the Paris Agreement on Climate 

Change. 

▪ India should underline the validity of Article 2 of 

the UN Charter that provides for state 

sovereignty and safeguards countries against 

outside interference in the domestic affairs of 

other states. 

▪ India could use its presence on the UNSC’s 

sanctions subcommittee to proscribe Pakistan-

based militant groups and individuals. 

 

4) Fortifying the Africa outreach 
 
Syllabus - GS Paper II : International Relations 

▪ Context- The editorial talks about the bilateral 

ties and economic cooperation between India 

and Africa. The author highlights there is a 

difference between India’s developmental 

assistance and reciprocal economic engagement 

by Africa. 

India-Africa Ties – 
▪ In the last India-Africa Forum Summit in 2015, 

India agreed to provide concessional credit 

worth $10 billion during the next five years. By 

2017, India had cumulatively extended 152 

Lines of Credit worth $8 billion to 44 African 

countries. 

▪ India has also unilaterally provided free access 

to its market for the exports of 33 least 

developed African countries. 

▪ India’s efforts are noteworthy because they are 

countercyclical- India escalated its 

commitments to Africa in an era of low-

commodity prices. Other partners, including 

China, have scaled back their assistance. 

▪ Its trade with Africa totalled $63.3 billion in 

2018-19. India was ranked the third largest 

trading partner of Africa pushing past the 

United States during the year. 

Author’s Analysis-  
▪ There is some disconnect between Indian 

developmental assistance to and India’s 

economic engagement with Africa. The 

developmental engagement of India has not 

resulted in required economic ties. 

▪ The author highlights the lack of equal and 

mutual partnership. The demand to remove the 

statues of Mahatma Gandhi in Ghana, travails of 

Indian investors in Africa and non-recognition of 
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Indian academic degrees are few examples of 

India’s developmental footprint in Africa not 

translating into required trust and cooperation 

between the countries. 
▪ India is neither a rich country nor has its hands 

been tainted by a history of slavery, colonisation 

and the exploitation of Africa. In fact, it is a 

developing country with similar domestic 

challenges of poverty, infrastructure deficit and 

underdevelopment. 

▪ India’s aid to Africa should be reciprocated by 

acknowledgement and quid pro quo in terms of 

goodwill and institutional preference. 

Way Forward – 
▪ India should reorient its developmental profile 

to be more economically productive. To this end, 

a number of steps can be considered. 

▪ Take direct control of our development 

programmes instead of handing the funds to 

intermediaries such as the African Union, the 

African Development Bank Group. Their 

priorities often differ from that of a Nation’s. 

▪ Indian aid should be disbursed bilaterally and 

aligned with national priorities of the recipient 

state. 

▪ India’s development assistance should prefer 

the countries with its substantial interests, both 

existing and potential. India’s own needs for raw 

materials, commodities and markets should be 

factored in its aid calculus. 

▪  Prefer aiding countries which are willing to help 

us — from access to their natural resources to 

using our generics. 

▪ The aided project selected should be compatible 

with local requirements. They should be cost-

effective, scalable, future ready and 

commercially replicable. 

▪ India should prefer its public sector to 

implement the aid projects, for the sake of 

Transparency. 

▪ The Indian Head of Mission in the recipient 

African state must be an integral part of the aid 

stream including project selection, co-ordination 

and implementation. This would ensure better 

harmonisation between our aid and economic 

objectives. 

▪ India should fulfil its duty to provide the needed 

humanitarian assistance to Africa, with 

sensitivity. 

 

5) Burning bright  
▪ Syllabus – GS Paper III – Environment and 

Biodiversity 

▪ Context - On the occasion of International Tiger 

Day, the Prime Minister released the results of 

the fourth cycle of All India Tiger Estimation - 

2018, the count of tigers in India has risen to 
2967, in 2018, according to this census. The 

Prime Minister said that with almost 3000 

tigers, India is today among the biggest and 

most secure habitats and have achieved the 

commitment to  St. Petersburg Declaration, of 

doubling Tiger population, much in advance to 

the 2022 deadline. 

The current scenario – Significance 
▪ With rapid economic development spearheaded 

by need to expand infrastructure, the threat to 

biodiversity conservation and habitat is also 

increased. India with the commitment of 

balancing development and sustainability for an 

Inclusive India has developed very effective 

conservation model with respect to wildlife and 

biodiversity protection along with habitat 

conservation. Resultant of which there is 

constant increase in both forest cover as well as 

increase in the tiger population.  

The report-  
▪ There is a 33% rise in tiger numbers which is 

the highest ever recorded between cycles which 

stood at 21% during 2006-2010 and 30% 

between 2010 and 2014. The rise in tiger 

numbers was in conformity with the average 

annual growth rate of tigers since, 2006. 

Madhya Pradesh saw the highest number of 

tigers at 526, closely followed by Karnataka at 

524 with Uttarakhand at number 3 with 442 

tigers.  

▪ Chhattisgarh and Mizoram saw a decline in their 

tiger numbers while tiger’s numbers in Odisha 

remained constant. All other States witnessed a 

positive trend. Viewed at the landscape level, all 

5 landscapes showed an increase with the 

Central Indian landscape recording the highest 

increment. 

▪ The report of the 4th cycle of the Management 

Effectiveness Evaluation of Tiger Reserves 

(MEETR) with Pench Tiger Reserve, Madhya 

Pradesh scoring the highest and 

Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve, Tamil Nadu 

showing the highest increment in management 

since the last cycle for which the latter was 

awarded. 42% of the tiger reserves fell in the 

Very Good management category, 34% in the 
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Good category, 24% in the Fair category while 

no tiger reserve was rated Poor. 

Analysis  
▪ Methodology- the tiger habitats were divided 

into 5 categories according to the geographic 

features which was a better tool for study 

integrating habitat conservation. 

▪ 83 % of the tiger population being captured 

wherein 2461 individual tiger photographs 

using camera traps were obtained. 
▪ Double sampling approach was used involving a 

mark-recapture framework to ascertain tiger 

numbers. 

▪ Data was collected using an Android based 

application- M-STrIPES (Monitoring system for 

Tigers’ Intensive Protection and Ecological 

Status) and analyzed on the applications’ 

desktop module. The, application greatly eased 

out analysis of a large quantum of data that was 

collected over nearly 15 months involving 

survey of 381,400 sq.km. of forested habitats, 

522,996 km of walk by State Forest officials, 

laying of 317,958 habitat plots, totaling a human 

investment of 5, 93,882 man days. Besides 

cameras were placed in 26760 locations which 

gave a total of 35 million images of wildlife 

including 76523 images of tigers. Segregation of 

these images was possible in a short time 

because of use of artificial intelligence software.  

Hence use of scientific methods and 

technological advancement has made it effective 

eligible to be a global conservation model with 

peer review and scientific publication. 

▪ Habitat conservation - tiger reserves like 

Satyamangalam, Pench and Periyar have been 

ranked high for their habitat management and 

conservation efforts. For eg. Aspects like LPG 

connection to all households in the 28 villages in 

satyamangalam forest reserve (highest human 

population); kattupulli tutuon centers; induction 

of village youth as anti-poaching watchers are 

examples of including the tribal population in 

conservation along with livelihood options. 

Similarly season-wise biodiversity planning; 

tactical patrolling plans; flying squads; tourism 

fund utilization etc has contributed to the 

success of Pench tiger reserve management. 

Therefore inclusion of management 

effectiveness evaluation report is the latest 

dimension which has contributed to the Indian 

conservation model. 

▪ Law enforcement agencies- legal framework 

and its enforcement has been effective in our 

country with global recognition if WCCB as an 

effective agency in cubing wildlife crime. 

Way forward – 
▪ Investment in recovering prey population 

▪ Schemes like compensation of 10 lakhs for 

families moving out of critical habitat. 

▪ Development of tiger corridors. 

▪ Filling up of vacancies of frontline staff. 

▪ Better use of digital technology. 

▪ Efforts on water resource conservation like 

rivers and dams to be integrated in the wildlife 

conservation plans. 

▪ Regulation of tribal rights eg the issue with 

Forest rights act. 

▪ Sustainability and livelihood is the key to 

achieve conservation in the context of climate 

change vulnerabilities.  

 

6) Finding the data on missing girls  
Syllabus – GS paper II – Social Issues 

▪ Context – A recent report released by the 

Sample Registrar system (2015-2017) has 

highlighted that female foeticide continues to 

increase at an alarming rate. The sex ratio at 

birth (SRB) has declined from 909 girls for 1000 

boys in 2011-2013 to 896 girls for 1000 boys in 

2015-17. This is observed especially among first 

born. This is in contrary to the HMIS data of the 

ministry of health and family welfare which has 

shown an improvement from 923 to 931 girls 

for 1000 boys. 

▪ As pointed out by the economic survey 2017-18; 

missing girls has been the concept which has to 

be focused upon for which the use of correct 

methodology is needed and the mismatch 

between various statistics has to be rectified. 

Analysis –  
▪ The data on missing girls states that almost 5% 

of the girls are killed before birth. Sex selective 

abortion is not yet completely tracked. The 

major reason for this being these illegal acts is 

being performed in the private institutions 

which are left out in government data collection. 

And it is observed that there is massive 

expansion of private clinics I remote corners of 

states like UP and Bihar. 

▪ NITI Aayog has also pointed out that the HMIS 

data is not reliable as it only includes 

institutional deliveries and home deliveries, 
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therefore the private institutions where the SRB 

is largely skewed towards boys is left out.  

▪ In the special neonatal care units too there is an 

excess of 8% of male child, which is underlining 

the trend of missing girls. 

▪ The NFHS-4 data also reveals that there is a bias 

to the first born- SRB of first born was 927 

which mean that 2.5% of the first born are 

eliminated before birth. 

▪ The major problems therefore include mismatch 

of data and lack of strict legal enforcement of the 

PCPNDT act. (Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal 

Diagnostic Techniques (PCPNDT) Act, 

1994 is enacted to stop female foeticides and 

arrest the declining sex ratio in India. The act 

banned prenatal sex determination. Every 

genetic counselling centre, genetic laboratory or 

genetic clinic engaged in counselling or 

conducting pre-natal diagnostics techniques, 

like In vitro fertilisation (IVF) with the potential 

of sex selection (Preimplantation genetic 

diagnosis before and after conception comes 

under purview of the PCPNDT Act and are 

banned) 

Way forward – 
▪ There is a need to achieve integration of birth 

statistics rather than focusing only of expansion 

of institutional deliveries. 

▪ Strict regulatory mechanism to be in place to 

check the sex selective abortion in private 

clinics. 

▪ Use of ICE techniques (Information. 

Communication and education) at the ground 

level to ensure mind set change at the 

community level.  

▪ Use of conditional cash incentives like Sukanya 

Samridhi Yojana.  

▪ Stringent punishment for Sex selective abortion 

to be implemented at village or district level. 
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RSTV BIG PICTURE
1) UAPA Amendment bill 2019  
▪ Context: The Parliament on Friday approved an 

amendment to the anti-terror law to give 
powers to the central government to designate 
an individual as terrorist and seize his 
properties. Lok Sabha has passed the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Amendment Bill, 2019 
that seeks to amend the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act, 1967 Rajya Sabha approved it 
by voice vote on Friday after rejecting an 
opposition-sponsored motion to send it to select 
committee.  

▪ Need and significance of the bill: With a 
manifold increase in terrorism across the world 
(eg. Sri Lanka and New Zealand), there is a need 
to strengthen the zero tolerance policy with a 
prevention angle against terrorism. Hence the 
object of the proposed amendments is to 
facilitate speedy investigation and prosecution 
of terror offences and designating an individual 
as terrorist in line with the international 
practices. With terrorism manifesting in lone 
wolf attacks and cyber terrorism, this bill 
assumes high importance to exercise a strict 
legal framework with enforcement ease. 

The bill: 
▪ Who may commit terrorism: Under the Act, the 

central government may designate an 
organisation as a terrorist organisation if it: (i) 
commits or participates in acts of terrorism, (ii) 
prepares for terrorism, (iii) promotes terrorism, 
or (iv) is otherwise involved in terrorism.  The 
Bill additionally empowers the government to 
designate individual as terrorists on the same 
grounds.   

▪ Approval for seizure of property by NIA: Under 
the Act, an investigating officer is required to 
obtain the prior approval of the Director General 
of Police to seize properties that may be 
connected with terrorism.  The Bill adds that if 
the investigation is conducted by an officer of 
the National Investigation Agency (NIA), the 
approval of the Director General of NIA would 
be required for seizure of such property.  

▪ Investigation by NIA: Under the Act, 
investigation of cases may be conducted by 
officers of the rank of Deputy Superintendent or 
Assistant Commissioner of Police or above.  The 
Bill additionally empowers the officers of the 
NIA, of the rank of Inspector or above, to 
investigate cases. 

▪ Insertion to schedule of treaties: The Act defines 
terrorist acts to include acts committed within 

the scope of any of the treaties listed in a 
schedule to the Act.  The Schedule lists nine 
treaties, including the Convention for the 
Suppression of Terrorist Bombings (1997), and 
the Convention against Taking of Hostages 
(1979).  The Bill adds another treaty to the 
list.  This is the International Convention for 
Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism 
(2005).      

Analysis:  
▪ Designating individuals: The provisions of the 

amendment focusing on designating individual 
terrorist are in accordance with the 
international laws and seen as long overdue. 
This helps in preventing the individuals forming 
new organizations as earlier only organizations 
were banned under the previous act. Also in the 
international arena our Indian law was a 
stumbling block contradicting to designate 
individuals as terrorist which has been removed 
with the passage of the amendment. 

▪ Concern: it is observed that the fundamental 
right of individual under article 19 and 21 might 
be misused under the act. But the debate 
revolves around the larger picture of individual 
liberty versus security of the state. With the 
judicial interpretation of concerned with due 
process of law (American concept of 
reasonableness of law, recognized by the Indian 
judiciary in Maneka Gandhi case) this UAPA 
amendment would be scrutinized. There are no 
changes being made in arrest or bail provisions. 
Therefore, it is clear that there will be no 
violation of fundamental rights of any person. 
Also, the burden of proof is on the investigating 
agency and not on the accused. This provision 
has not been changed. 

▪ Powers to NIA: the amendment has widened 
the powers of National Investigating Agency 
(setup under the NIA act, 2008 post Mumbai 
attack).  The amendments to this section are 
being proposed to make the inspectors of NIA 
competent to investigate offences punishable 
under Chapter IV and Chapter VI of UAPA. 
Earlier As per section 43 of UAPA, an officer not 
below the rank of DSP or equivalent is 
competent to investigate offences under Chapter 
IV and Chapter VI of the UAPA. NIA is facing 
shortage of DSPs, and the number of cases has 
increased significantly hence Inspectors of NIA 
have acquired sufficient proficiency to 
investigate these offenses and Senior officers 
are required to be better utilized for supervision 
of investigation. This would therefore enable in 
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speedy law enforcement and bring fresh 
technical expertise into investigation. Concern: 
power delegated to lower levels broadens the 
scope for misuse. Under such an arrangement 
there is conflict of jurisdiction between the state 
and central agencies.  the proposed amendment 
to give powers to DG, NIA to attach properties 
acquired from proceeds of terrorism. Currently, 
the law requires that NIA take prior permission 
from the respective state DGP to start 
investigation in terror cases. This delays the 
process. the amendment about attaching 
properties acquired through proceeds of 
terrorism is being proposed in order to expedite 
investigation in terror cases and is not against 
the federal principles. 

▪ Cybercrime and technology and international 
cooperation: the present amendment is keeping 
in view the newer forms of cyber terrorism 
which is beyond national boundaries. Therefore 
this amendment is in line with international 
treaties and puts the investigative agency in an 
upper pedestal equipped technologically. 

▪ Concern: the nature of present form terrorism 
is a huge hurdle as there is need to integrate law 
enforcement practices and develop 
international common mechanisms. In our 
country data protection laws also have to be 
further strengthened which would supplement 
the prevention intention of this act. 

Way forward 
▪ Developing common platforms for ease of 

operations (e.g. evidence collection, judicial 
systems, financial linkages like terror funding 
etc.) in order to equip the various investigative 
agencies to work with each other.  

▪ Strong mechanisms for identifying and 
preventing terrorism. 

▪ Technological expertise needs to be flushed into 
the law enforcement system in more advanced 
manner. 

▪ Training of the personnel with the latest and 
international best practices is necessary. 

▪ Developing international common mechanisms 
for countering terror at the law enforcement 
level  

▪ Strict data protection laws. 
 

2) DAMS SAFETY BILL 
Context: 
▪ A bill seeking to set up an institutional 

mechanism for surveillance, inspection, 
operation and maintenance of specified dams 
across the country was passed by Lok the bill 
also seeks to resolve the inter-state issues 
concerning maintenance and safety of dams. 

Around 92 per cent of dams in the country are 
on inter-state river basins. There are 5,745 
reservoirs in the country of which 293 are more 
than 100 years old. The age of 25 per cent of 
dams is between 50 to 100 years and 80 per 
cent are over 25 years old. 40 dams have 
collapsed in India since Independence. 

▪ The recent Kerala floods are a manifestation of 
this issue which is gaining momentum with 
given climate change factors speeding up the 
destruction of our water reservoirs.  

▪ Water scarcity is observed worldwide and 
especially with the growing population in India 
and its role in agricultural sector there is a huge 
need for regulating the water systems starting 
with dam safety and regulation. 

▪ The current scenario 
▪ Dams are critical infrastructure and have to be 

protected and managed in order to keep the 
hydrological system, agriculture and economy, 
and disaster management in control. For ig 
there are many reservoirs in our country which 
is age old hence not upgraded to the recent 
changes in land use pattern and river system. 
Siltation of rivers is increasing which is 
contributing to dam vulnerability. Water is a 
state subject and interstate river water issue 
and dam safety is also seen with a federal lens. 
Therefore with the increasing vulnerability the 
Dam safety bill has been passed to create 
standardization of dam safety across the 
country and upgrade the system.  

▪ The bill: 
▪ The Bill provides for the surveillance, 

inspection, operation, and maintenance of 
specified dams across the country.  It also 
provides for an institutional mechanism to 
ensure the safety of such dams. 

▪ Applicability of the Bill: The Bill applies to all 
specified dams in the country.  These are dams 
with: (i) height more than 15 metres, or (ii) 
height between 10 metres to 15 metres and 
subject to certain additional design and 
structural conditions.  

▪ National Committee on Dam Safety: The 
National Committee on Dam Safety will be 
constituted and will be chaired by the 
Chairperson, Central Water Commission.  All 
other members will be nominated by the central 
government, and include: (ii) up to 10 
representatives of the central government, (iii) 
up to seven representatives of the state 
governments (by rotation), and (iv) up to three 
dam safety experts.   

▪ Functions of the Committee include: (i) 
formulating policies and regulations regarding 
dam safety standards and prevention of dam 
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failures, and (ii) analysing causes of major dam 
failures and suggesting changes in dam safety 
practices.  

▪ National Dam Safety Authority: The National 
Dam Safety Authority will be headed by an 
officer, not below the rank of an Additional 
Secretary, who will be appointed by the central 
government.  Functions of the Authority include: 
(i) implementing the policies formulated by the 
National Committee on Dam Safety, (ii) 
resolving issues between State Dam Safety 
Organisations (SDSOs), or between a SDSO and 
any dam owner in that state, (iii) specifying 
regulations for inspection and investigation of 
dams, and (iv) providing accreditation to 
agencies working on construction, design, and 
alteration of dams.  

▪ State Dam Safety Organisation: State 
governments will establish State Dam Safety 
Organisations (SDSOs).  All specified dams 
situated in a state will fall under the jurisdiction 
of that state’s SDSO.  However, in certain cases 
the National Dam Safety Authority will act as the 
SDSO.  These include cases where a dam: (i) is 
owned by one state but situated in another 
state, (ii) extends over multiple states, or (iii) is 
owned by a central public sector undertaking.  

▪ Functions of the SDSOs include: (i) keeping 
perpetual surveillance, inspecting, and 
monitoring the operation and maintenance of 
dams, (ii) keeping a database of all dams, and 
(iii) recommending safety measures to owners 
of dams.  

▪ State Committee on Dam Safety: The Bill 
provides for the constitution of State 
Committees on Dam Safety by state 
governments.  Functions of the Committee 
include: (i) reviewing the work of the SDSO, (ii) 
ordering dam safety investigations, (iii) 
recommending dam safety measures and 
reviewing the progress on such measures, and 
(iv) assessing the potential impact on upstream 
and downstream states.  These states will also 
have their representatives on the State 
Committee.  

▪ Change in functions of the bodies: Functions of: 
(i) the National Committee on Dam Safety, (ii) 
the National Dam Safety Authority, and (iii) the 
State Committees on Dam Safety have been 
provided in Schedules to the Bill.  The Bill 
specifies that the central government can amend 
these Schedules through a notification, if 
deemed necessary.  

▪ Obligations of dam owners: Owners of specified 
dams are required to provide a dam safety unit 
in each dam. This unit will inspect the dams: (i) 
before and after the monsoon session, and (ii) 

during and after every earthquake, flood, or any 
other calamity or sign of distress.  Dam owners 
will be required to prepare an emergency action 
plan, and carry out risk assessment studies for 
each dam at specified regular intervals.  Dam 
owners will also be required to prepare a 
comprehensive dam safety evaluation of each 
dam, at regular intervals, through a panel of 
experts.  The evaluation will be mandatory in 
certain cases such as major modification of the 
original structure, or an extreme hydrological or 
seismic event.  

▪ Offences and penalties: The Bill provides for two 
types of offences.  These are: (i) obstructing a 
person in the discharge of his functions under 
the Bill, and (ii) refusing to comply with 
directions issued under the Bill.  Offenders will 
be punishable with imprisonment of up to one 
year, or a fine, or both.  If the offence leads to 
loss of lives, the term of imprisonment may be 
extended up to two years.  Offences will be 
cognizable only when the complaint is made by 
the government, or any authority constituted 
under the Bill. 

Challenges: 
▪ Factors for vulnerability: landscape utilization 

and land use pattern has been drastically 
changing over the years with newer forms of 
economic activities, forest clearance etc. this has 
disturbed the hydrological structures which 
were built years ago contributing to the age 
factor of damns. Hence there is need for proper 
vulnerability mapping.  

▪ Climate change factors contributing to 
disturbance in monsoon patterns resulting in 
flash floods and mismanagement of water 
leading to river siltation is a major challenge. 
The dam safety manual has to keep in mind this 
issue of river desiltation in an integrated plan of 
management of dams. 

▪ Federal issue: water is a state subject and 
interstate water sharing is one of the 
dimensions of dam safety bill. The institutional 
structure for dam safety is being scrutinized as 
there would be multiplicity and overlap of 
functions and jurisdictions. 

▪ Geophysical expanse: Strict uniform standards 
would be difficult to achieve given the varied 
geographic features across the country. 
Therefore this challenge has to be overcome 
with dynamic and flexible planning at the apex 
level. 

▪ Role and inclusion of the local tribal people’s 
sustenance to in dam management. 

Advantages: 
▪ This bill sets up a governance framework for 

exclusively for dam safety which would clearly 
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specify the role of national body as facilitator 
setting standards, subsequent layers or 
operational organizations. 

▪ An authority for looking into conflict resolution 
between stakeholders and ensuring 
implementation of the regulations formulated at 
the apex level ensures specialization of 
functions and operational ease ensuring good 
governance. 

▪ The provision to prosecute for noncompliance 
and violation is an advantage. 

▪ It will help the state governments in handling 
disaster management better. 

▪ The bill takes care of the needs of both upstream 
and downstream river management. 

Way forward: 
▪ There is need to integrate local traditional 

knowledge and expertise in dam safety and 
management. 

▪ Proper vulnerability mapping of dams and 
integrating it with the developmental and 
economic activities of the region is crucial, eg. 
Irrigation facilities, aquaculture, tourism, rural 
development etc. 

▪ Strengthening of the central water commission.  
▪ Regular and appropriate inspection mechanism 

to be enforced by the concerned states. 
▪ Water resource management to be undertaken 

in a scientific manner keeping in mind the 
economic and climatic vulnerabilities of present 
times. 

 
 
 

 


