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News @ a glance 
Polity & Social Issues 

 

Becoming a Rajya Sabha MP 
What is the Rajya Sabha (RS)? 

 It is the ‘Council of States’ and the Upper 
House of the Indian Parliament.  

 The formation of RS can be traced to the 
Montague-Chelmsford Report of 1918 
which was implemented in the 
Government of India Act, 1919. 

 The Rajya Sabha is a permanent House and 
is not subject to dissolution. 

 A member who is elected for a full term 
serves for a period of six years. 

 
Composition & Strength 

 Article 80 lays down the maximum 
strength of Rajya Sabha as 250 

 12 members are nominated by the 
President who are persons having special 
knowledge or practical experience in 
respect of such matters as literature, 
science, art and social service 

 238 are representatives of the States and of 
the two Union Territories 

 The present strength is however 245 
(12+233) 

Allocation of seats to states 
 4th Schedule to the Constitution provides 

for allocation of seats to the States & UTs in 
Rajya Sabha 

 The allocation of seats is made on the basis 
of the population of each State 

Qualifications to RS membership 
Article 84 of the Constitution lays down the 
qualifications for membership of Parliament 

 Citizen 
 Not less than 30 years of age 

 Must possess such other qualifications as 
may be prescribed in that behalf by or 
under any law made by Parliament 

Grounds for disqualifications 
Article 102 of the Constitution lays down the 
grounds of disqualification of either house of the 
parliament 

 Not a citizen of India or has voluntarily 
acquired the citizenship of a foreign State 

 Holds any office of profit under the 
Government of India or the Government of 
any State 

 Unsound mind and stands so declared by a 
competent court 

 An undischarged insolvent 
 Disqualified by or under any law made by 

Parliament.  
Election to RS 

 The RS MPs from the States & the UTs are 
elected by indirect election.  

 The representatives of each State and two 
Union territories are elected by the elected 
members of the Legislative Assembly of 
that State and by the members of the 
Electoral College for that Union Territory 
by means of the single transferable vote. 

 The Electoral College for the National 
Capital Territory of Delhi consists of the 
elected members of the Legislative 
Assembly of Delhi, and that for Puducherry 
consists of the elected members of the 
Puducherry Legislative Assembly. 

Why in news? 
 4 people with special knowledge were 

nominated to RS by the president, as laid 
out in Article 80.  

 Ram Shakal: An eminent people’s leader 
has devoted his life for the welfare and 
well-being of the Dalit community 

 Rakesh Sinha: An academic with RSS 
affiliation and a member of the Indian 
Council of Social Science Research 

 Raghunath Mohapatra: Considered an 
authority on stone carving has contributed 
to the preservation of traditional sculpture 
and ancient monuments and has worked 
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on the beautification of the Sri Jagannath 
Temple, Puri 

 Sonal Mansingh: An exponent of Indian 
classical dance, performing Bharatnatyam 
and Odissi for over six decades 

 

NIRF & IoE 
What is National Institutional Ranking 
Framework (NIRF)? 

 A framework that outlines a methodology 
to rank institutions across the country. 

 Launched by the Ministry of Human 
Resource Development in September 2015 

 The parameters used to measure the 
ranking of an institute broadly covers: 

o Teaching, Learning and Resources 
o Research and Professional 

Practices 
o Graduation Outcomes 
o Outreach and Inclusivity 
o Perception 

Institutions of Eminence (IoE) 
 It is a scheme to help the top 20 higher 

education institutes of India (10 govt & 10 
private) to break into the top 500 global 
ranking. 

 It was announced by the UGC 
 Institutes under IoE will have:  

o More autonomy with regards to 
running the institute 

o Exemptions from approvals for 
academic collaborations with 
foreign institutes 

o Each Govt institutions selected, will 
receive Rs. 1000 crore under the 
scheme  

 However, only those institutes in the global 
top 500 ranking or top 50 in NIRF can 
apply. 

 Private institutes as greenfield ventures 
with 15 years of sponsorship can also 
apply. 

Status so far 
 So far 6 institutes have been given IoE 

status (3 govt & 3private) 
Why in news? 

 That 11 proposed private universities 
applied for the status of institutes of 
eminence seems to signal the ambitions of 
private universities in India. 

 However, in the National Institutional 
Ranking Framework, there is still no 
private institution in the top 10 

 

Pellet gun 
What is a pellet gun? 

 An air gun which fires using pellets instead 
of bullets  

 An air gun uses compressed air to launch its 
projectile, unlike a firearm which uses 
chemical reactions. 

What about those ‘Pellets’? 
 A cartridge of a pellet gun contains few 

hundred pellets made of Lead. Pellets can 
be of various shapes either like ball 
bearings or irregular.  

 These pellets, once fired they disperse in 
huge numbers and don’t follow a definite 
path.  

 They penetrate the skin’s soft tissues, and 
eye being the delicate structure is the most 
vulnerable to damage.  

 Once the pellet goes inside an eye it 
shatters tissues and causes multiple 
damages to all parts of the eye. 

Who manufactures them? 
 Pellet guns are manufactured at the 

Ordinance Factory, Ishapore. 
Why are they used? 

 Pellet guns offer a form of non-lethal crowd 
control methods and are used by police and 
military worldwide. 

 They are intended to injure individuals & 
cause pain. They are effective over short 
ranges up to 500 yards 

But… 
 When fired from close quarters can be 

lethal, particularly when sensitive parts 
like eyes are hit. 

When were they introduced? 
 They were first introduced in August 2010 

to the Jammu & Kashmir Police and Central 
Reserve Police Force (CRPF)  

Where were they used? 
 In LWE affected areas and in J&K.  
 In 2016, pellets guns were used on 777 

instances, with more than 40 dead and a 
100 blinded with thousands injured. 

Why in news? 
 The National Human Rights Commission 

(NHRC) has directed the Centre to pay 
compensation of Rs. 3 lakh to a Class XII 
student from West Bengal’s Nadia district 
who was allegedly shot with pellet guns by 
the Border Security Force.  
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Green bench of Supreme Court 
What are ‘Green Benches’? 

 Green benches are those constituted by the 
Chief Justice of the respective High Courts 
either on their own or on directions from 
the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court to 
constitute exclusively a bench (quorum 
consisting of more than one Judge) to deal 
with matters relating to environment and 
connected there with. 

 The Green Bench in the respective High 
Courts deals with matters relating to 
Environment either on a particular day of 
the week exclusively or when and where 
the situation demands immediate action.  

 West Bengal and Tamil Nadu are examples 
of some states which have constituted 
Green Benches. 

Why in news? 
 The SC green bench lashed out at the centre 

for importing pet-coke, a high toxic fuel 
used in hazardous industries. 

Context 
 The court has been urging the government 

since December 2017 to move forward 
towards a nationwide ban on the use of 
petcoke and furnace oil to power up 
industries in a bid to fight pollution. 

What is petcoke? 
 Petcoke is a by-product created when 

bitumen is refined into crude oil.  
 High grade petcoke which is low in sulphur 

and heavy metals can be used to make 
electrodes for the steel and aluminium 
industry. 

 But the majority of petcoke manufactured 
globally, approximately 75-80%, is of a 
much lower grade, containing higher levels 
of sulphur and heavy metals and is used 
solely as fuel.  

 Due to its high carbon content when it does 
combust it releases up to 10% more CO2 
per unit of energy that normal coal (higher 
than any other energy source in existence).  

 Despite the environmental concerns 
connected to the manufacture and use of 
petcoke, it remains popular due its cost 
effectiveness. 

 In 2016, India was the largest imported of 
Petcoke from US to fuel its industries. 

 

Mission Birubala 
What is Mission Birubala? 

 Formed in 2011, Mission Birubala is a non-
profit progressive organization founded by 
some conscious people of Assam (from 

Guwalpara, Kamrup districts), committed 
towards providing support to the survivors 
of witch hunting and developing a scientific 
outlook among the community members 
who believe in such superstitious acts. 

 The chief functionary of this organization, 
Ms. Birubala Rabha, had been solely 
working since 1985 to eradicate social evils 
like Witch hunting in different parts of 
Assam and Meghalaya.  

 Also, ‘Project Prahari’, a brainchild of 
Director-General of Police Kuladhar Saikia, 
was instrumental in checking the menace 
of witch hunt, through policing with social 
campaigns. 

 
Why in news? 

 The President clears Bill against witch-
hunting. This is celebrated as a step against 
superstition  

Features of the bill 
 Ms. Rabha’s inputs had gone into the 

legislation, making every offence under the 
Act “cognizable, non-bailable and non-
compoundable.” 

 The Act prescribes a prison term of up to 
seven years and up to Rs. 5 lakh in fine for 
calling a person witch.  

 It also has provisions to come with Section 
302 of the IPC (punishment for murder) if 
someone is killed after being branded a 
witch. 

 

No Confidence Motion 
What is a ‘No-confidence motion’? 

 Article 75 spells it out that “the council of 
ministers shall be collectively responsible 
to the House of the People”.  

 This implies that the majority of Lok Sabha 
members must support the prime minister 
and his cabinet. 

 The motion can be moved only in Lok 
Sabha and not Rajya Sabha. 

 However, it has to be noted that neither a 
confidence motion nor a no-confidence 
motion is mentioned in the Constitution. 

How it works? 
 As per Rule 198 of the Rules of Procedure 

and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha, any 
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member of the house can move a no-
confidence motion.  

 If the motion is accepted by a minimum of 
50 members, then the party in power has to 
prove its majority in the House.  

 If the motion gets less than 50 votes then it 
is not accepted. 

 The member need not give a reason for 
moving the no-confidence motion.  

 Within 10 days of the motion is accepted a 
day/multiple days/a part of the day is 
announced by the speaker to discuss the 
motion. Thereafter, a discussion takes 
place on the motion.  

 Members who support the motion 
highlights the government’s shortcomings 
while the government in power responds 
to them.  

 At the end of the motion, a specific time is 
allotted to cast the votes. 

 If the leading government loses the 
‘confidence motion’ then the government 
has to resign.  

Why in news? 
 The TDP of Andhra has moved a no-

confidence motion against the ruling BJP 
government. 

History 
 The first ever no-confidence motion was 

moved by Acharya Kripalani in August 
1963 against the Jawaharlal Nehru led 
government 

 The other PMs who faced the motion are 
Lal Bahadur Shastri, Morarji Desai, Rajiv 
Gandhi and PV Narasimha Rao. Indira 
Gandhi faced maximum numbers of no-
confidence motion which is 15. 

Has the opposition ever won the no-confidence 
motion? 

 In 1979, the no-confidence motion against 
Prime Minister Morarji Desai moved by YB 
Chavan led to the falling of the government. 

 It was the first no-motion that led to the 
falling of a government. Since then, every 
Prime Minister has been able to defeat a no-
confidence motion. 

 

Quorum 
What is Quorum? 

 The minimum number of members of an 
assembly or society that must be present at 
any of its meetings to make the proceedings 
of that meeting valid. 

Why in news? 

 Proceedings in the Rajya Sabha were 
adjourned on Friday due to a lack of 
quorum.  

What is quorum for RS? 
 For quorum, a minimum of 25 MPs must be 

present. There were only 23 members. 
 

Telecom Regulatory Authority of 
India (TRAI) 
What is TRAI? 

 The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India 
(TRAI) is a statutory body set up by the 
Government of India under the Telecom 
Regulatory Authority of India Act, 1997. 

 It is the regulator of the 
telecommunications sector in India.  

 It consists of a Chairperson and not more 
than two full-time members and not more 
than two part-time members. 

 
Why in news? 

 TRAI has said in its recommendations on 
‘privacy, security and ownership of the data 
in the telecom sector’, that each user owned 
his or her data collected by or stored with 
the entities in the digital ecosystem that 
includes devices and applications. 

 While the right to choice, consent, data 
portability, and the right to be forgotten 
ought to be given to consumers, the entities 
are mere custodians of the data 

What is TRAI’s opinion? 
 TRAI has also opined that the existing 

framework for protecting the personal data 
of telecom users is not sufficient. 

 Additionally, TRAI suggests that all entities 
in the digital ecosystem that control or 
process users’ personal data such as 
devices, operating systems, browsers as 
well as applications, be brought under a 
data protection framework. 

Government’s stance on data protection 
 A committee headed by former Supreme 

Court judge B.N. Srikrishna, under the 
Ministry and Electronics and IT, is 
currently working on the country’s first 
data protection framework. 

Other Suggestions from TRAI 
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 TRAI proposes a study to formulate the 
standards for anonymisation, or de-
identification, of personal data generated 
and collected in the digital ecosystem.  

 It suggests that entities should be 
restrained from using meta-data to identify 
individual users. 

 Consumer awareness campaign would help 
in reducing the exposure of consumer data 
to misuse. 

 Prohibition of the use of “pre-ticked boxes” 
to gain users’ consent. 

 Device manufacturers should incorporate 
provisions so that users can delete pre-
installed applications if they so decide 

 Incorporation of multilingual, easy to 
understand, short templates of agreements 
or terms and conditions should be made 
mandatory 

 DoT should re-examine the encryption 
standards of TSPs to align them with the 
requirements of other sector regulators 

 Creation of a common platform for sharing 
of information relating to data security 
breach incidences by all entities in the 
digital ecosystem. 

 National Policy for encryption of personal 
data, generated and collected in the digital 
ecosystem, should be notified by the 
government. 

 

Criminal Law Amendment Bill 
What is it about? 

 The Bill is to replace the Criminal Law 
Amendment Ordinance which was enacted 
on the 21st of April. 

 It is about to be tabled during the Monsoon 
Session of the parliament. 

Why was the ordinance promulgated? 
 It was issued following an outcry over the 

rape and murder of a minor girl at Kathua 
in Jammu and Kashmir and the rape of a 
woman at Unnao in Uttar Pradesh.  

Highlights of Ordinance 
 The Ordinance amends the IPC, 1860 to 

increase the minimum punishment for rape 

of women from seven years to ten years. 

 Rape and gang rape of girls below the age 

of 12 years will carry minimum 

imprisonment of twenty years and is 

extendable to life imprisonment or death. 

 Rape of girls below the age of 16 years is 

punishable with imprisonment of twenty 
years or life imprisonment. Earlier it was 

10 years.  

What has changed in the Bill? 

 While punishments for crimes against girls 
was enhanced through amendment to the 
IPC, there was no mention of crimes against 
boys.  

 The Government seeks to address this 
anomaly by correcting the above point in 
the Bill which will be introduced to replace 
the ordinance. 

 

Section 33 of RPA 
What is Section 33 about? 

 Section 33(7) of the Representation of the 
People Act of 1951 allows candidates to 
contest from a maximum of two 
constituencies at the same time. 

Why is this in news? 
 An advocate filed a petition in the Supreme 

Court seeking the invalidation of Section 
33. 

 His argument is that allowing a person to 
contest from 2 constituencies often leads to 
by-elections which is an avoidable labour 
and expenditure. 

EC’s view 
 EC said to court that the “law should be 

amended to provide that a person cannot 
contest from more than one constituency at 
a time.” 

Government’s view  
 The government rejected the plea to stop 

candidates from contesting from two 
different constituencies.  

 It said that such a limitation infringes on a 
person’s right to contest the polls and 
curtails the polity’s choice of candidates. 
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Economy 
 

Calculation of MSP 
Who calculates the MSP? 

 The Commission for Agricultural Costs and 
Prices (CACP), under the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Farmer’s welfare 
calculates the MSP. 

How is the MSP calculated? 
 The MSP is calculated using 3 different 

formulas. A2, A2+FL, C2 
 A2 Cost – the price the farmer pays out of 

his pocket for various agricultural inputs 
such as seeds, fertilisers, pesticides, land 
lease, hired labour, hired machinery, etc. 

 A2+FL cost – The A2 cost + Imputed cost of 
unpaid Family Labour 

 C2 cost – A2+FL cost + Rentals/Interest 
forgone on owned land + Fixed Capital 
Assets 

 M.S. Swaminathan Committee report 
(2004-06) recommends an MSP of C2+ 
50% above the C2 cost  

Why in news? 
 The government has increased the MSP by 

50% based on A2+FL cost. 
 Farmers across the country are protesting 

against using the A2+FL cost formula 
instead of the C2 cost, as recommended by 
the Swaminathan Committee 

 
 

Public procurement of cybersecurity 
products 
What’s in the news? 

 The Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology (MeitY) has 
announced that since Cyber Security is a 
strategic sector, preference shall be 
provided by all procuring entities to 
domestically manufactured/produced 
Cyber Security Products 

 The move is aimed at focusing on ‘Make in 
India’ initiative. 

 Using indigenous cybersecurity products 
will go a long way in protecting our 
national security and our data. 

 

Directorate General of Civil Aviation 
(DGCA) 
What is DGCA? 

 The Directorate General of Civil Aviation is 
the regulatory body governing the safety 
aspects of civil aviation in India.  

 Headquartered in New Delhi, it 
investigates aviation accidents and 
incidents. 

Why in news? 
 The aviation regulator of USA, Federal 

Aviation Administration (FAA), is auditing 
DGCA.  

 The audit covers 3 areas: Operations, 
Airworthiness, Pilots’ licensing mechanism 

Why is the FAA auditing DGCA? 
 This is the 3rd audit by FAA after the safety 

oversight by International Civil Aviation 
Organisation last year. 

 Earlier in 2013, the FAA had downgraded 
the safety ranking of the Indian aviation 
sector for failure to meet international 
norms as it found deficiencies in 33 areas, 
including severe shortage of skilled 
manpower and lack of regulations and 
procedures on safety surveillance 

 However, the ranking was restored in 2015 
 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
What is IMF? 

 An international organization 
headquartered in Washington, D.C., 
consisting of 189-member nations. 

 Formed in 1945 at the Bretton Woods 
Conference primarily by the ideas of Harry 
Dexter White and John Maynard Keynes 

 Its primary purpose is to ensure the 
stability of the international monetary 
system—the system of exchange rates and 
international payments that enables 
countries to transact with each other. 

 India is a member of IMF 
Why in news? 

 The International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
has projected a growth rate of 7.3% in 2018 
and 7.5% in 2019 for India. 

 But the point tobe noted is that the latest 
growth rate projection for India is slightly 
less — 0.1 percentage point in 2018 and 0.3 
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percentage points in 2019 — than its April 
projections. 

Reasons for reduction in growth rate 
The purported reasons for the reduction in the 
projected growth rate is attributed to:  

 Higher oil prices  
 Potential tightening of monetary policy 

owing to inflationary fears   
Comparison with China 

 While India’s growth rate projection was 
6.7%, 7.3% & 7.5% for the years 2017, 
2018 & 2019, China is projected to 
moderate from 6.9% in 2017 to 6.6% in 
2018 and 6.4% in 2019. 

 
India in WTO 
What is World Trade Organisation (WTO)? 

 The only intergovernmental 
organization that regulates international 
trade. 

 The goal of WTO is to ensure that trade 
flows as smoothly, predictably and freely as 
possible. 

 Officially commenced on 1 January 1995 
under the Marrakesh Agreement,  

 It replaced the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) which was active 
since 1948 

 Currently, there are 164 member-nations 
accounting for 98% of world trade 

 To join the WTO, a government has to bring 
its economic and trade policies in line with 
WTO rules and negotiate its terms of entry 
with the WTO membership. 

 The organisation also provides a 
framework for negotiating trade 
agreements and a dispute 
resolution process among member 
countries. 

Why in news? 
 Earlier, India had filed a dispute resolution 

application in WTO against USA’s 
imposition of duties on the import of 
Aluminium and Steel from India 

 USA too had filed a dispute resolution 
application in WTO against India 

challenging almost all export subsidy 
programmes of India. 

India’s key export subsidy programmes 
 Merchandise Exports from India Scheme 
 Export Oriented Units Scheme  
 Sector specific schemes, including 

Electronics Hardware Technology Parks 
Scheme;  

 Special Economic Zones;  
 Export Promotion Capital Goods Scheme 
 Duty-free imports for exporters 

programme 
America’s claims 

 They claim that these “apparent export 
subsidies provide financial benefits to 
Indian exporters that allow them to sell 
their goods more cheaply to the detriment 
of American workers and manufacturers  

 Therefore, these export subsidy 
programmes seriously harm American 
workers by creating an uneven playing 
field  

Recent developments 
 There is a possibility that India may lose 

the dispute to USA with regards to the 
export subsidy programmes  

 This is because India has already breached 
the income threshold stipulated by the 
multilateral body to end such sops 

What is that income threshold? 
 According to the special and differential 

provisions in the WTO’s Agreement on 
Subsidies and Countervailing Measures, 
when a member’s per capita gross national 
income (GNI) exceeds $1,000 per annum 
(at the 1990 exchange rate) for a third 
straight year, it has to phase out its export 
subsidies.  

 However, there is no clarity over the time-
frame of ending such subsidies. 

 
 

Cross-border insolvency 
What is cross -border insolvency? 

 It is the provision that deals with the 
insolvency of persons or entities that 
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operates or has assets in more than one 
country.  

Why in news? 
 The government has mooted the 

introduction of a cross-border insolvency 
framework.  

Implications 
 Having such a framework would make 

India an attractive investment destination 
for foreign creditors, given the increased 
predictability and certainty of the 
insolvency process. 

 
 

Cryptocurrency 
What is a cryptocurrency? 

 A cryptocurrency is a digital or virtual 
currency designed to work as a medium of 
exchange.  

 It uses cryptography to secure and verify 
transactions as well as to control the 
creation of new units of a particular 
cryptocurrency. 

 They use de-centralised control which 
works through distributed ledger 
technology, typically a blockchain, that 
serves as a public financial transaction 
database. 

Why in news? 
 RBI has cautioned SC that dealing with 

cryptocurrencies will encourage illegal 
transactions.  

 Adding to that, it says Cryptocurrencies are 
“a stateless digital currency” in which 
encryption techniques are used for trading 

 These ‘currencies’ operate independently 
of any Central bank like the RBI, thus 
“rendering it immune from government 
interference”. 

 
 

Wholesale Price Index (WPI) 
What is WPI? 

 WPI measures the average change in the 
prices of commodities for bulk sale at the 
level of early stage of transactions.  

 The index basket of the WPI covers 
commodities falling under the three major 
groups namely: Primary Articles, Fuel & 
Power and Manufactured products. 

 
 
Why in news? 

 Growth in WPI in June accelerated to a 
higher value, the highest since December 
2013.  

Factors responsible 
 First and foremost, it is due to the inflation 

from crude petroleum and natural gas, 
which increased by 48.7%  

 Fuel and power segment saw inflation 
quicken to 16.2% from 11.2% between 
May & June. 

 Inflation of the prices of primary articles 
 The proposed 50% increase in MSP is also 

bound to push the WPI upward 
 

Preferential Shares 
What are preferential shares? 

 Generally, when a company decides to raise 
money through issuance of shares it invites 
general public by way of an Initial Public 
Offering.  

 In preferential share the company allots 
securities to a few select persons based on 
preference.  

Why in news? 
 Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) plans to 

increase its stake in state-run lender IDBI 
Bank to 51% via a preferential issue. 
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Hydrocarbon exploration in India 
The scenario till 1997 

 Till 1997 Production and Exploration of 
hydrocarbon activities were carried out in 
India only by public sector oil companies. 

New Exploration Licensing policy (NELP) 
 To provide a level playing field for both the 

public and private sector companies in 
exploration and production (E&P) of 
hydrocarbons, government adopted New 
Exploration Licensing policy in 1997. 

Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy 
(HELP) 

 In 2016 Government came with a new 
contractual and fiscal model for 
exploration and production of 
hydrocarbons called as Hydrocarbon 
Exploration and Licensing Policy (HELP) 

 For more about HELP refer Pulse, Issue 4.  
Why in News? 

 Contracts for exploration and production of 
hydrocarbons which were awarded during 
NELP and Pre NELP-periods (i.e. before 
adoption of HELP) were recently 
streamlined by Union Cabinet.  

 
 
 

Safeguard Duty 
What is a safeguard duty? 

 These are duties levied on the commodities 
by domestic governments/authorities to 
ensure that imports in excessive quantities 
do not cause injury to the domestic 
industry.  

 Safeguard duties are temporary measures 
in defense of the Domestic Industry which 
is injured or has potential threat of injury 
due to sudden surge in imports.  

Why in News? 
 The Directorate General of Trade and 

Remedies under Ministry of Commerce and 
Industries recommended to impose a 25% 
safeguard duty on solar component 
imports. 

Background 
 Currently, 85-90% of solar modules used in 

India are imported from China and 
Malaysia. 

Implications 
 The safeguard duty recommended is both 

boon and bane for the solar value chain.  
 The boon is the opportunity it provides the 

domestic module industry to flourish.  
 The bane is the duty could raise capital 

costs for solar projects based on imported 
modules by 15-20%  
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International Relations 
 

Rohingya 
Who are Rohingyas? 

 They are an ethnic group, with a Muslim 
majority population among them. 

 They number around a million people and 
have been living in the Rakhine State of 
Myanmar. 

 The Rohingya speak Rohingya or 
‘Ruaingga’.  

The State of Rohingyas 
 Rohingyas are not considered as one the 

ethnic groups of Myanmar and have been 
denied citizenship since 1982. 

 The Myanmar government and the people 
consider them as ‘foreigners’ or 
‘immigrants’.  

 They at not allowed to leave the Rakhine 
state without government permission.  

2016 incident 
 In October 2016, 9 Myanmar Border police 

were killed in an alleged attack by some 
Rohingya extremist group. 

 Since then the Myanmar Military and the 
government has been cracking down on the 
villages where Rohingyas lived, razing 
them down, and resulting in an array of 
human rights violations including 
extrajudicial killing, mass-killings, rape, 
and arson. 

 Today, they are one of the most persecuted 
ethnic groups in the world and are fleeing 
to the neighbouring Bangladesh as 
refugees 

Why in news? 
 India has promised Bangladesh that it will 

help them in repatriating the Rohingyas 
back to Myanmar. 

 India has promised to provide relief 
supplies for the refugees in Bangladesh and 
build homes for them in the Rakhine state 
of Myanmar. 

      
India-Iran Ties 
The oil scenario for India 

 Iran is India's third-largest oil supplier 
after Iraq and Saudi Arabia,  

 India is Iran’s second largest oil importer 
after China, taking about $30 million 
tonnes of crude last year 

What’s in the news? 
 India and Iran have reiterated that the 

nature of their relationship cannot be 
dictated by a third country. 

 This is a tacit reference towards USA which 
has been asking India to cut down its oil 
import from Iran to ‘Zero’ 

Understanding between the two 
 Both sides are engaged in developing a 

long-term partnership in energy; 
deepening of trade and investment 
cooperation; and early and full operation of 
the Shahid Beheshti Port at Chabahar. 

 Both Indian and Iranian officials have said 
they would “maintain the momentum” of 
bilateral cooperation between them. 

 India and Iran will use the Rupee-Rial 
mechanism initiated in 2012, which allows 
India to import oil and pay through a 
special fund that allows Iran to import food 
and other goods from India in return.  

 

Nation-State Bill 
What is the Bill about? 

 An Israeli bill, technically called as ‘Basic 
Law: Israel as the Nation-State of the 
Jewish People’ is a ‘Basic-law’ of Israel 
which states that the State of Israel is a 
Nation-State of Jewish People and that the 
right to self-determination in Israel would 
be unique to the Jewish people.  

 
What is a ‘Basic Law’? 

 A ‘Basic Law’ is nothing but a 
‘Constitutional Law’ of the State of Israel 
and can only be changed by 
a supermajority vote (2/3rd) in the Knesset 
(Israeli Parliament) 

What’s in the news? 
 Israeli Parliament adopted the Nation-

State Bill last week  



Page | 13  
 

 The move has inspired widespread 
condemnation across the world and even 
within the Jewish diaspora. 

 

BIRCS 
What is BRICS? 

 It is an acronym for the countries Brazil, 
Russia, India, China and South Africa, a 
group of five major emerging economies. 

 The term was first coined by British 
Economist Jim O’Neill.  

Formation of BRICS 
 BRICS is a multi-level process where heads 

across various levels meet among the 
BRICS nations to foster better cooperation 
and mutual benefit. 

 The first BRIC Foreign Ministers’ Meeting 
was held in 2006 among China, Brazil, 
Russia and India on the margins of the 
general debate of the 61st session of the 
United Nations General Assembly 

 The first formal annual summit was held in 
Yekaterinburg in Russia in 2009 

 South Africa was included into BRIC in 
2010 

The power of BRICS 
 All BRICS nations are member of G20 
 they account for 26.46% of world land area  
 BRICS countries represent 42.58% of the 

world population 
 They have 13.24% of World Bank voting 

power and 14.91% of IMF quota shares 
 They possess a combined nominal GDP of 

US$18.6 trillion (23.2% of the gross world 
product) 

 And a combined GDP (PPP) of around 
US$40.55 trillion (32% of World's GDP 
PPP)  

 Bilateral relations among BRICS nations 
have mainly been conducted on the basis of 
non-interference, equality, and mutual 
benefit. 

 According to IMF, BRICS nation 
contributed to 50% of the world’s 
economic growth during the last decade. 

Why in news? 
 A decision was taken to establish a BRICS 

Media Academy and a BRICS news portal 
soon in the dialogue under the theme: 
‘Fostering an Inclusive, Just World Order’ 

BRICS Media Forum 
 Initiated by Xinhua News Agency, the 

BRICS Media Forum is supported by: 
Brazil’s CMA Group, The Hindu Group, 
Sputnik News Agency and Radio and South 
Africa’s Independent Media.  
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Science & Technology 
 

Computation 
What is computation? 

 It is any type of action that involves 
mathematical calculation using a step by 
step procedure or an algorithm to find the 
solution. 

 Depending on the complexity of the 
computation, different types of computers 
are used. 

Why in news? 
 Complex problems can be computed in a 

better fashion by using Quantum 
computers. 

 Researchers have figured that by using 
Quantum Computing, there is an increase 
in the efficiency of problem solving. 

Classical Computers Vs. Quantum computers. 
 Classical Computers use bits as the basic 

unit of information stored. 
 Bits have a single binary value 0 or 1. 
 Answer to returned by it to a question will 

be in the value of 0 or 1, which increases the 
steps to solve a problem. 

 Qubits or quantum bits are the basic unit of 
information stored. 

 Based on the principle of superposition, 
qubits can have the value of 0 or 1 or 
superposition of both. 

 Computational value is 2^n where n is the 
number of qubit, which means one qubit 
can deliver 2 values. 

 Thus, there is an increase in the efficiency 
in problem solving in quantum computers. 

To the Future 
 Quantum Computers of Quantum 

technology has not yet fully developed. 
 The explored part has already provided 

promising benefits which could be applied 
across sectors. 

 
 

Small pox 
What is Small Pox? 

 An acute contagious, and sometimes fatal 
infection caused by variola virus. 

 Transmitted from one person to other by 
infective droplets during close contact with 
the infected person. 

 World Health Organisation declared it as 
eradicated in 1980 after a huge vaccination 
campaign. 

 It killed about 300 million people in the 20th 
century before it was eradicated. 

 One should note that no single drug has 
ever been developed to treat the infection. 

         
Why in news? 

 Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is a 
federal agency of United States Department 
of Health and Human services. It promotes 
public health by regulating the Food and 
drug development in the country. 

 It has approved the first drug (TPOXX) with 
an indication for the treatment of smallpox. 

 Need for a new Drug 
 Before eradication, small pox killed nearly 

30 % of the infected persons. 
 Samples of small pox were preserved to 

produce vaccines against it. 
 It also implies that the door is left open for 

the use of the virus as a bio-weapon or bio-
terrorism. 

TPOXX 
 TPOXX (tecovirimat) is a small molecule 

anti-viral treatment.  
 It is the first drug approved specifically to 

treat the disease. 
 Its main objective is to address the risk of 

Bio-terrorism using small pox causing 
virus. 

 It proves 90% effective on small pox 
patients, when tested on a group of 
volunteers. 

 The drug is given the status of an ‘Orphan 
Drug’ 

Orphan Drugs 
 A special status given by the FDA to a drug 

or biological product to treat a rare disease 
or condition. 
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 Normally these drugs are not commercially 
viable and so not many companies are 
interested in their production. 

 It has also been given a Material Threat 
Medical Countermeasures Priority Review 
voucher. 

 Both the status and voucher provide 
financial assistance to the development of 
drug against harmful chemical, biological, 
nuclear and radiological warfare. 

 

Silk Based Bio-active Wound 
Dressing and Skin Graft 
What are wound dressing & Skin graft? 

 Wound dressing and Skin grafting forms a 
crucial part in the treatment of accident 
and fire accident patients. 

 It provides the essential support to the 
patients to recover from their illness. 

Why in news? 
 Researchers from the Indian Institute of 

Technology, Guwahati, developed bioactive 
wound dressing and bio-artificial skin by 
using silkworm silk fibroin and spider silk 
proteins. 

 Fibroin is the protein which is the chief 
constituent of Silk. 

The science behind the wound dressing 
 Nano-fibres of silk mat prepared using 

Fibroin as the matrix to which 0.1 mg/ml of 
recombinant spider silk protein was 
coated. 

 The spider silk has high affinity towards 
the matrix and readily assembles as a thin 
coating on the top of the matrix. 

 The spider silk protein has the following – 
o Antimicrobial peptides- are non-

specific and shows good anti-
bacterial property reducing two of 
the commonly found bacteria in 
wounds. 

o Cell binding protein- helps in 
recruiting cells to the site of wound 
and in cell migration process. 

o Growth factor peptide- Stimulates 
cell proliferation and drawing cells 
to the site of wound. 

 The healing takes place 400% faster than 
the conventional dressing of wounds. 

The science behind the skin graft 
 A soft, porous scaffold made of fibroin was 

coated with recombinant spider silk 
protein containing RGD proteins. 

 RGD proteins promote cell proliferation 
and cell binding. 

 Human dermal and epidermal cells are 
cultured in to the scaffold.  

 Human dermal micro vascular (blood 
vessels) cells are then cultured to it. 

 The final bio-artificial skin graft formed has 
absolute similarity to the biological skin. 

Way forward 
 Rise in death caused by accidents mostly 

due to effective first aid treatment during 
the golden hour can be reduced. 

 Reduction in infection and time taken to 
healing of wound are some benefits of this 
breakthrough. 

 Bio artificial skin graft can help in removing 
scars permanently and having their life 
back in burn and acid attack victims. 

 

Thiourea 
What is Thiourea? 

 Thiourea is an organo-sulfur compound 
with formula SC(NH2)2. It is structurally 
similar to urea except that oxygen atom is 
replaced by a sulfur atom. 

 It has multiple uses and in agriculture, it is 
used to counter high salinity in soils 

 
Why in news? 

 Scientists from Bhahba Atomic Research 
Institute (BARC) Mumbai have uncovered 
the working of Thiourea in mustard plants. 

 Thiourea alters the plant RNA and 
hormones while helping it grow in salt 
stressed areas. 

Problem of salinity 
 High salinity is one of the major problems 

in Agricultural fields across the country. 
 Anthropogenic factors, irregular irrigation 

and proximity to the sea are some reasons 
to it. 

 Organic sulphur compound Thiourea is 
used commonly in treating the problem. 

Redox Reaction 
 It implies a reduction reaction along with 

an oxidation reaction taking place 
simultaneously. 

 High salinity in the soil causes redox 
reaction imbalances and severely damages 
the plant. 

Application of Thiourea 
 Plants supplied with thiourea shows better 

growth in saline conditions than normal 
ones. 
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 This is because it is a good redox stabiliser 
as it consumes reactive oxygen and 
hydrogen peroxides. 

 Thiourea facilitates mRNA’s function which 
helps plant adapt under salt stress 
conditions. 

 Some key genes and plant hormones like 
ABA, auxins and jasmonates which plays 
important role in adaptation and other 
functions work properly at regulated 
Thiourea concentrations. 

Thiourea uses in rice cultivation 
 Spraying of diluted Thiourea directly on the 

shoot of the paddy plants helps in 
reduction of arsenic accumulation in rice 
grains. 

Way Forward 
 Thiourea based technology can provide 

easy and affordable solutions to farming 
under saline conditions. 

 Its application can be extended to other salt 
stressed crops as well. 

 
 

Brahmos  
Brahmos missile 

 Brahmos is a joint venture between India 
and Russia named after the rivers 
Brahmaputra and Moscow. 

 2-stage supersonic (greater than the speed 
of sound) missile.  

 With solid propellant 1st stage and liquid 
ramjet engine at the 2nd stage. 

 Has a strike range of 290 km and works on 
‘fire and forget’ principle. 

 Had been inducted into the army and the 
navy. 

 For Induction into the air force it is 
undergoing trials. 

 Described as world’s fastest supersonic 
cruise missile. 

 
Why in news? 

 Scientists of Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO) have 
successfully flight-tested Brahmos missile 
under extreme weather conditions. 

 It is conducted as a part of service life 
extension program (SLEP) of the navy. 

 Brahmos is the first missile to get its service 
extended from 10 years to 15 years under 
SLEP. 

Highlights of the test 
 The missile was successfully flight tested 

with all the key components working 
perfectly. 

 Proved its all-weather capability flying in 
sea state 7, with waves as high as 9 metres. 

 Sea state is the degree of turbulence at sea, 
usually measured on a scale of 0 to 9 based 
on the wave height. 

Way Forward 
 India is working towards developing an 

800 km Brahmos missile. 
 This is followed by induction of India in to 

the Missile Technology control regime 
which removed the restrictions on payload 
and distance of the missile. 

 Major subsystems in the missile are made 
indigenously giving boost to the Make in 
India campaign. 

 

Vikas engine 
Vikas engine 

 Vikram Ambalal Sarabhai is the acronym 
for Vikas, is a family of liquid fuelled rocket 
engines. 

 Used in: 
o Second stage of light lifting PSLV. 
o Second stage and four add-on stages of 

the medium lift GSLV. 
o The twin –engine core liquid stage 

(L110) of GSLV Mk-3 launch vehicle. 
Why in news? 

 Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) 
has improved the thrust of the Vikas 
engine. 

Benefits 
 GSLV Mk III would be the main beneficiary 

which will be expected to put 4000 kg 
payload in to the space. 

 High-thrust engines equally improve the 
payload carrying capacity of PSLV and 
GSLV also. 

Way Forward 
 High thrust Vikas Engines will provide the 

necessary thrust to carry higher payload to 
the space. 

 The yet to come Cryogenic engine which is 
ready for trial might improve India’s 
standard in space race. 
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Environment 
 

Golden Jackal 
What about Golden Jackal? 

 The golden jackal is a wolf-like canid that is 
native to Southeast Europe, Southwest 
Asia, South Asia, and regions of Southeast 
Asia. 

 The conservation status of the animal is the 
‘least concern’ and it preys on wild crab and 
fish. 

Why in news? 
 Destruction of mangrove cover in the 

Bandar Reserve Forest (Andhra Pradesh) is 
forcing the golden jackal out of its habitat, 
triggering a conflict with the local 
communities. 

 
 

Harrier Birds 
What’s in the news? 

 Harrier birds, a migratory raptor species 
that regularly visits vast swathes of India 
for roosting.  

 Every winter, several species of harrier 
birds travel thousands of kilometres to 
escape frigid Central Asia for the 
grasslands of the subcontinent. 

 However, there has been a considerable 
decline in their sighting.  

 Experts attribute this decline in sighting of 
Harriers to loss of India’s grasslands. 

Major threats 
 The gravest concern is the loss of 

grasslands, either to urbanisation or to 
agriculture.  

 In February-March, during peak season for 
the arrival of the birds, farmlands are being 
burnt or left to unsustainable grazing. 

 Excessive use of pesticides in farms in and 
around the roosting sites could also be a 
reason for the lowered population counts. 
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Culture 
 

Puri Jagannath 
About Puri Jagannath Temple 

 A sacred Hindu temple dedicated primarily 
to Lord Jagannath, an avatar of Lord Vishnu 

 It is located in Puri, in Odisha. 
 The temple is one of the 4 great, ‘Char 

Dham’ pilgrimage sites of India, located at 4 
cardinal points in the country. 

 The other three being: Badrinath 
(Uttarakhand), Dwaraka (Gujarat) and 
Rameshwaram (Tamil Nadu) 

 The present temple was rebuilt from the 
10th century onwards, on the site of an 
earlier temple, and begun by 
King Anantavarman Chodaganga Deva, 
first of the Eastern Ganga dynasty. 

 The three deities, Lord Jagannath, his elder 
brother Lord Balabhadra and their sister 
Subhadra are worshipped within the 
temple. 

 The temple is famous for its Rath Yatra or 
chariot festival. 

Why in news? 
 The Puri Rath yatra is underway and three 

different chariots for the three deities were 
used. 

o The chariot of Lord Jagannath - 
Nandighosa.  

o The chariot of Lord Balabhadra - 
Taladhwaja  

o The chariot of Subhadra -
Devadalana 

 The three deities make an annual Journey 
to the Gundicha Temple, 2 km away from 
Lord Jagannath temple 

 

 

Chhatrapati Shivaji 
Who is Chhatrapati Shivaji? 

 He is the founder of the Maratha dynasty 
and a great warrior 

 Shivaji engaged with the Mughals in 
alliances as well as in hostilities 

 He was an excellent conqueror, an efficient 
ruler and established a competent and 
progressive civil rule with well-structured 
administrative organisations 

 His Maratha Empire expanded throughout 
India but eventually collapsed at the hands 
of the Colonial British. 

Why in news? 
 There is a proposal to build a memorial 

statue for Shivaji Maharaj in Maharashtra 
and this statue is supposed to the world’s 
tallest once built at 210 meters. 

 A slight modification of the dimensions of 
the status has resulted in the opposition 
alleging that the government has insulted 
the followers of the warrior king. 
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News in-depth 
 

The Hindu Editorials 
 

Decoding Trump’s attack on Europe 
Why in News? 

 The US President recently toured Europe 
and had high-level meetings with the 
Leaders. 

The US-Europe Relations 
Post-World War II 

 In the aftermath of the Second World War, 
the U.S. promoted economic integration 
among its European allies as an essential 
condition for the post-war revival of world 
trade since its European allies were too 
poor to provide a market.  

 Also, at   the war’s end, wealth had become 
concentrated in the USA — it accounted for 
48% of world industrial capacity and 70% 
of gold reserves. With the de-mobilization 
of some 10 million soldiers in the U.S., the 
shift to a peacetime economy needed allies 
to open their markets to U.S. products and 
investments. 

Marshal Plan 
 The Marshall Plan (officially called the 

European Recovery Program [ERP]) was a 
plan of the United States for rebuilding the 
allied countries of Europe after World War 
II. 

  One of the main reasons this was done was 
to stop communism (basically the USSR). 

 The Marshall Plan instituted in 1948 and it 
was It was innovative because it pressured 
Western European states to reduce tariffs 
between themselves and to standardize 
regulations to facilitate the creation of a 
market viable enough to reap the 
economies of scale and for U.S. 
corporations to invest in the continent.  

 This a was welcomed by European 
governments and trade unions as these 
were the only entities with the funds to 
create employment. 

NATO 
 The North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

also called the North Atlantic Alliance, is an 
intergovernmental military alliance 

between 29 North American and European 
countries.  

 The alliance is based on the North Atlantic 
Treaty that was signed on 4 April 1949.  

 NATO constitutes a system of collective 
defence whereby its independent member 
states agree to mutual defence in response 
to an attack by any external party.  

Subsequent Developments 
 A trans-Atlantic military alliance and 

European economic integration were thus 
the twin projects of a successful post-war 
reconstruction.  

 Economic integration proceeded rapidly 
over the last 40 odd years, with the 
European Union (EU) becoming the largest 
economy on the planet and thereby 
threatening the U.S. 

Present Scenario 
Annexation of Crimea  

 The Crimean Peninsula was annexed from 
Ukraine by the Russian Federation in 
February–March 2014.  

 Since then, it has been administered as two 
Russian federal subjects—the Republic of 
Crimea and the federal city of Sevastopol. 

 The Russian Annexation of Crimea has 
been hailed by the NATO allies as a threat 
to the stability of Europe 

Flow of Migrants 
 The major source of destabilization to the 

EU comes from the flow of migrants from 
Africa.  

 Members of the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development had 
pledged to contribute 0.7% of their GDP as 
an aid to the poorest countries however 
they have not lived up to their promise. 

US President's call for Higher Defence Spending 
 The US President had called out the 

European states for not meeting their 
military spending obligations.  

 However, it is important to note that the 
European states have been increasing their 
defence spending since 2014 when they 
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agreed to raise their military spending to 
2% of their GDP by 2024. 

But… 
 An important factor is that Unlike the U.S. 

which is bordered by the Atlantic and 
Pacific Oceans, Europe has no need for 
navies to patrol distant oceans and match 
the U.S. in defence spending.  

 Moreover, rather than spending massively 
on defence as the U.S. has opted to do, 
European states provide their citizens with 

health care, education, and other welfare 
benefits. 

Recent Moves made by the US 
 The recent moves made by the US 

president in terms of Supporting BREXIT, 
comments on Germany being beholden to 
Russia, alleged Trade deal offered to France 
in case it decides to leave the EU all to 
indicate that he is seeking to reverse the 
gains Europe has achieved over the last 70 
years and make it indebted to the US once 
again. 

 

Inflation Worries 
Why in News? 

 The latest data show a sharp surge in 
wholesale inflation in June, to a 54-month 
high of 5.77%. 

What is the Whole Sale Price Index? 
 Wholesale Price Index (WPI) measures the 

average change in the prices of 
commodities for bulk sale at the level of the 
early stage of transactions.  

 The index basket of the WPI covers 
commodities falling under the three major 
groups namely Primary Articles, Fuel & 
Power and Manufactured products. 

 The decreasing order of 3 groups of items 
in terms of weightage is: Manufactured 
products>primary articles>fuel & power. 

Who calculates WPI? 
 In India, WPI is also known as the headline 

inflation rate. In India, Office of Economic 
Advisor (OEA), Department of Industrial 
Policy and Promotion, Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry calculates the WPI. 

The main uses of WPI are the following 
 To provide estimates of inflation at the 

wholesale transaction level for the 
economy as a whole. This helps in timely 
intervention by the Government to check 
inflation in particular, in essential 
commodities, before the price increase spill 
over to retail prices. 

 WPI is used as deflator for many sectors of 
the economy including for estimating GDP 
by Central Statistical Organisation (CSO). 

 A deflator is a value that allows data to be 
measured over time in terms of some base 
period 

 WPI is also used for indexation by users in 
business contracts. 

 Global investors also track WPI as one of 
the key macro indicators for their 
investment decisions. 

Recent Changes  

 Current WPI Base year is 2011-12 it was 
revised recently.  

 Wholesale price index calculated with 
2011-12 base year does not include taxes in 
order to remove the impact of fiscal policy.  

 This also brings the present WPI series 
closer to Producer Price Index, as is 
practiced globally.  

 A Producer Price Index reflects the change 
in average prices that producers get.  The 
exclusion of indirect taxes would also 
ensure the continuity and compatibility of 
new WPI with Goods and Services Tax 
(GST). 

 The item level indices are being compiled 
based on statistically robust Geometric 
mean as compared to Arithmetic mean 
used in the WPI 2004-05 series. 

 The new series also present separate ‘WPI 
Food Index’ which along with CPI Food 
Price Index published by CSO would help 
monitor the food inflation effectively. 

Reasons for the spike in WPI 
 The rising crude oil prices have 

persistently fanned inflation and led to 
rapidly accelerating double-digit price 
gains in the fuel and power group.  

 
 Manufactured products — the third key 

group-level constituent of the WPI with the 
largest weight of 64.2% — are also 
signaling a worrying wider inflationary 
trend.  

 Manufacture of basic metals that includes a 
range of goods from alloy steel castings, 
stainless steel tubes to copper plates and 
aluminum sheets — products that find 
diverse applications across multiple end-
use industries — posted an increase in 
headline inflation  

 The government’s decision to increase the 
minimum support price for kharif crops 
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and uncertainty about the spatial impact of 
this year’s monsoon rains on overall 
agricultural output may spur inflation 

 

Getting the Language Count Right 
Why in news? 

 Recently the Census of India made public 
the language data based on the 2011 
Census, which took into account 120 crore 
speakers of a very large number of 
languages. 

Background 
 The 1931 Census was a landmark as it held 

up a mirror to the country about the 
composition of caste and community.  

 But it was not until the 1961 census that 
languages in the country were enumerated 
in full.  

 It was found that a total of 1,652 mother 
tongues were being spoken in India.  

 This figure was pegged at only 109, in the 
1971 Census.  

 The logic was that a language deserving 
respectability should not have less than 
10,000 speakers.  

 This had no scientific basis nor was it a fair 
decision but it has stuck and the practice 
continues to be followed. 

Language Enumeration 
 The language enumeration takes place in 

the first year of every decade.  
 The findings are made public about seven 

years later as the processing of language 
data is far more time consuming than 
handling economic or scientific data.  

System of Classification 
 Raw Returns: During the census, citizens 

submitted 19,569 names of mother 
tongues technically called “raw returns”. 
Based on previous linguistic and 
sociological information, the authorities 
decided that of these, 18,200 did not match 
“logically” with known information. 

 Labels: A total of 1,369 names, technically 
called “labels”, were picked as “being 
names of languages”. The “raw returns” left 
out represent nearly 60 lakh citizens. And 
because of the classification regime, their 
linguistic citizenship has been dropped. 

 Scheduled and Non-Scheduled: The 1,369 
have been grouped further under a total of 
121 “group labels”, which have been 
presented as “Languages”. Of these, 22 are 
languages included in the Eighth Schedule 
of the Constitution, called “Scheduled 

Languages”. The remainder, 99, are “Non-
scheduled Languages” 

 Others: In addition to the 1,369 “mother 
tongue” names shortlisted, there were 
1,474 other mother tongue names. These 
were placed under the generic label 
“Others”. As far as the Census is concerned, 
these linguistic “Others” are not seen to be 
of any concern. The classification system 
has not been able to identify what or which 
languages these are and so they have been 
ignored. 

 English Use: Counting of English speakers 
has been restricted to the “mother tongue” 
category effectively bringing down the 
figure substantially.  

UNESCO' Stand 
 From the 1940s, when its General Council 

decided to establish a Translation Bureau 
to years later, in 2008, when its Executive 
Board debated “Multilingualism in the 
Context of Education for All”, UNESCO has 
progressively developed its vision and 
deepened its understanding of global 
linguistic diversity.   

 UNESCO has always tried to highlight the 
key role that language plays in widening 
access to education, protecting livelihoods 
and preserving culture and knowledge 
traditions. 

o In 1999/2000, it proclaimed & 
observed February 21 as 
International Mother Language 
Day. 

o In 2001 the ‘Universal Declaration 
on Cultural Diversity’ accepted the 
principle of “Safeguarding the 
linguistic heritage of humanity and 
giving support to expression, 
creation and dissemination in the 
greatest possible number of 
languages.” 

o In pursuit of these, UNESCO has 
launched a linguistic diversity 
network and supported research. It 
has also brought out an Atlas of the 
World’s Languages in Danger, 
which highlights the central place 
of language in the world’s heritage.  
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Overdue correction: on revisiting the Companies Act 
Why in news? 

 The Centre has announced the constitution 
of a committee to revisit several provisions 
of the Companies Act, 2013  

Companies Act 2013 
 The enactment of the Companies Act, 2013 

was one of the most significant legal 
reforms in India in the recent past, aimed at 
bringing Indian company law in tune with 
global standards.  

 The Act incorporated recommendations 
made by various committees, such as the 
Naresh Chandra Committee, Dr J J Irani 
Committee, Vepa Kamesan Committee, etc. 

 The Act introduced significant changes in 
the company law in India, especially in 
relation to accountability, disclosures, 
investor protection and corporate 
governance. 

Salient Features of the Act 
 More power for Shareholders: The 

Companies Act 2013 provides for 
approvals from shareholders on various 
significant transactions. 

 Women empowerment in the corporate 
sector: The Companies Act 2013 stipulates 
appointment of at least one woman 
Director on the Board (for certain class of 
companies). 

 Corporate Social Responsibility: The 
Companies Act 2013 stipulates a certain 
class of Companies to spend a certain 
amount of money every year on 
activities/initiatives reflecting Corporate 
Social Responsibility. 

 National Company Law Tribunal: The 
Companies Act 2013 introduced National 
Company Law Tribunal and the National 
Company Law Appellate Tribunal to 
replace the Company Law Board and Board 
for Industrial and Financial 
Reconstruction. They would relieve the 
Courts of their burden while 
simultaneously providing specialized 
justice. 

 One Person Company: The Companies Act 
2013 provides a new form of private 
company, i.e., one-person company. It may 
have only one director and one 
shareholder. The Companies Act 1956 
requires a minimum of two shareholders 
and two directors in the case of a private 
company. 

 Independent Directors: The Companies Act 
2013 provides that all listed companies 
should have at least one-third of the Board 
as independent directors. Such other class 
or classes of public companies as may be 
prescribed by the Central Government 
shall also be required to appoint 
independent directors. No independent 
director shall hold office for more than two 
consecutive terms of five years. 

 Rotation of Auditors: The Companies Act 
2013 provides for rotation of auditors and 
audit firms in case of publicly traded 
companies. 

 Prohibits Auditors from performing Non-
Audit Services: The Companies Act 2013 
prohibits Auditors from performing non-
audit services to the company where they 
are an auditor to ensure independence and 
accountability of auditor. 

 Rehabilitation and Liquidation Process: 
The entire rehabilitation and liquidation 
process of the companies in the financial 
crisis has been made time bound under 
Companies Act 2013. 

About the Committee 
 The Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) 

has constituted a 10 Member Committee, 
headed by the Secretary of Ministry of 
Corporate Affairs, to review the penal 
provisions in the Companies Act, 2013 and 
examine ‘de-criminalisation’ of certain 
offences. 

 The MCA seeks to review offences under 
the Companies Act, 2013 as some of the 
offences may be required to be 
decriminalized and handled in an in-house 
mechanism, where a penalty could be 
levied in instances of default.  

 The panel, which includes top banker Uday 
Kotak, has been given 30 days to work out 
whether some of the violations that can 
attract imprisonment (such as a clerical 
failure by directors to make adequate 
disclosures about their interests) may 
instead be punished with monetary fines. 

 It will also examine if offences punishable 
with a fine or imprisonment may be re-
categorised as ‘acts’ that attract civil 
liabilities. Importantly, the committee has 
also been asked to suggest the broad 
contours for an adjudicatory mechanism 
that allows penalties to be levied for minor 
violations, perhaps in an automated 
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manner, with minimal discretion available 
to officials. 

Rationale Behind the Move 
 The government hopes such changes in the 

regulatory regime would allow trial courts 

to devote greater attention to serious 
offences rather than get overloaded with 
cases as zealous officials blindly pursue 
prosecutions for even minor violations. 

 
 
 

A welcome Move –Net Neutrality Regulations 
Why in news? 

 In a vital decision that will help secure the 
rights of Internet users in the country, the 
Telecom Commission has approved the 
recommendations of the Telecom 
Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) on net 
neutrality. 

Implications of Telecom Commission decision- 
 By endorsing steps that call for 

amendments to access services licences for 
Internet Service Providers (ISPs) and 
Telecom Operators, the Commission has 
made it clear that any violation of net 
neutrality will be treated as a violation of 
the license conditions. 

 It has said that some specialised and 
emerging services such as Voice over 
Internet Protocol (VoIP) may be exempt 
from the non-discriminatory principles, 
but these cannot be at the cost of the overall 
quality of Internet access.  

 Combining this approval with the fact that 
TRAI had barred telecom service providers 
from charging differential rates for data 
services (zero rating, for example), India 
will now have among the strongest net 
neutrality regulations 

What is net neutrality? 
The principle of net neutrality states that internet 
users should be able to access all content on the 
internet without being discriminated against by 
TSPs (Telecom Service Providers).  This means 
that- 

 All websites or applications should be 
treated equally by TSPs, 

 All applications should be allowed to be 
accessed at the same internet speed, and 

 All applications should be accessible for the 
same cost.   

Significance 
 Western countries have had technology 

development but, in our country, we are 
going from being completely offline to 
completely online.  

 So, we are leapfrogging technology and not 
following the development process as was 
in other countries. 

 From that perspective, a lot is going to 
depend on the Internet whether it is health, 
education or agriculture. They are all going 
to ride on this platform.  

 Therefore, it is particularly important from 
a developing country’s perspective that the 
Internet remains non-discriminatory and 
innovative. 

Stakeholders in the internet space 
The 4 different kinds of stakeholders in the 
internet space that may be affected by the issue of 
Net Neutrality are 

1. The consumers of any internet service 
2. The Telecom Service Providers (TSPs) or 

Internet Service Providers (ISPs),  
3. The over-the-top (OTT) service providers 

(those who provide internet access 
services such as websites and 
applications), and 

4. The government, who may regulate and 
define relationships between these players.  
TRAI is an independent regulator in the 
telecom sector, which mainly regulates 
TSPs and their licensing conditions, etc., 

How is net neutrality regulated? 
 Internationally, countries like the USA, 

Japan, Brazil, Chile, Norway, etc. have some 
form of law, order or regulatory framework 
in place that affects net neutrality.   

 Until now, net neutrality has not directly 
been regulated in India by any law or policy 
framework.  Over the last couple of years, 
there have been some developments with 
respect to the formulation of a net 
neutrality policy.   

TRAI Recommendations in Net Neutrality 
 The principle of non-discriminatory 

treatment: Internet access providers 
should not discriminate on the basis of 
content (such as video, calls, email, and 
cloud services), and the means of its access. 
Such discrimination can include blocking, 
slowing down or degrading based on 
content including applications, services, 
and devices. 

 Protection of rights of citizens: The internet 
use should be facilitated in such a manner 
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that it advances free speech rights of 
citizens, by ensuring plurality and diversity 
of views, opinions and ideas. It also 
restrains ISPs from entering into pacts with 
any person which discriminates on content, 
protocol or user equipment. 

 Exemptions: It excludes specialised 
services and content delivery networks 
(CDNs) from the scope of any rules on net 
neutrality. It does not define specialised 
services and leaves it to the Department of 
Telecom to identify these services. It also 
calls for keeping Internet of Things (IoT) 
within the purview of non-discriminatory 
restriction with the exception of critical 
services. 

 Licenses: TRAI recommended that license 
agreements of Internet services in India 
should be amended to incorporate the 
principle of non-discriminatory treatment 
of content. 

 Monitoring and enforcement: The 
Department of Telecommunications can 

establish a multi-stakeholder body which 
will be responsible for: (i) enforcing the 
principle of non-discriminatory treatment, 
and (ii) monitoring internet traffic 
management principles. 

US Scenario 
 The Federal Communications Commission 

(FCC) has repealed net neutrality 
regulations that had been put in place by 
the landmark 2015 rules aimed at ensuring 
a free and open Internet. 

Rationale Behind the Move 
 The repeal was to allow ISPs and 

broadband providers to invest in new 
technology although evidence shows that 
such investment was not affected by the 
regulations. 

 The other argument was that the Internet 
is very different today, controlled by a 
handful of big companies, unlike the 
egalitarian environment that was present 
earlier; and that therefore, the principle of 
net neutrality is redundant now. 

 

A redemptive moment-On Section 377 
Why in News? 

 The curative petition for striking down of 
Section 377 of Indian Penal Code (IPC) is 
being heard in the Supreme Court. 

What is Sec 377? 
 Section 377 of the IPC dating back to 1861, 

introduced during the British rule of India 
criminalized sexual activities "against the 
order of nature", including homosexual 
activities. 

Arguments Against Sec 377 
 Section 377 is a colonial relic. It has been 

repeatedly argued that criminalizing a 
person’s identity solely on the basis of 
sexuality stands in gross violation of 
Articles14 and 15, which provide for right 
to equality and non-discrimination and 
Article 21, which guarantees every Indian 
citizen the right to life and personal liberty. 

 The argument that homosexuality is a 
mental disorder is disputed by various 
health organizations. The American 
Psychiatric Association removed 
homosexuality from its list of mental 
disorders back in 1973 and the World 
Health Organization followed suit in 1990. 
Following the Delhi High Court judgment 
decriminalizing homosexuality in 2009, the 
Indian Journal of Psychiatry — the official 
publication of the Indian Psychiatric 

Society acknowledged homosexuality as a 
natural variant of human sexuality. 

Arguments in Favour Of Sec 377 
 Proponents of the section say that 

homosexuality is against nature, 
demeaning to the sacred institution of 
marriage and goes against the traditional 
ethos and culture of India. 

 In the 2013 Koushal judgement, the SC had 
upheld this section as constitutional and re-
criminalized Homosexuality on the 
grounds that- 

o It is not violative of article 14 as it 
made a distinction between 
persons who “indulge in carnal 
intercourse in the ordinary course” 
and persons who “indulge in carnal 
intercourse against the order of 
nature.” It held that these are 
different classes of people and that 
this is a valid classification under 
Article 14 of the Constitution. 

o The Court said that the LGBT 
community constitutes only a 
“minuscule fraction” of the 
country’s population. Court 
maintained that hardly 200 
persons have been prosecuted in 
150 years of Section 377. 

Development in India -A Timeline 
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 2001 – A writ petition was filed by the NAZ 
Foundation, on grounds of violation of 
privacy, dignity and health under Article 
21, 15 and 14. 

 2009 - The Delhi High Court held that 
Section 377 was unconstitutional. Section 
377 was held to be a denial of the dignity of 
an individual and to criminalize his or her 
core identity solely on account of sexuality 
would violate Article 21. It also said 
statutory provision targeting homosexuals 
as a class violates Article 14 and amounted 
to a hostile discrimination on the grounds 
of sexual orientation (outlawed by Article 
15). 

 2013 - In the Koushal Case, the Supreme 
Court chose to reverse the verdict in 
December 2013. Upholding the 
constitutional validity of Section 377 IPC. 
The rationale behind this decision was that: 

 There was no need to challenge Section 377 
because the LGBT community constitutes a 
minuscule minority 

 The court put the ball in the Parliament’s 
court, saying it was for the legislature to 
take a call on the desirability of the 
controversial provision. 

 2014 – A two-judge bench of the Supreme 
court upheld Section 377 as constitutional 
and dismissed the various review petition 
in its earlier order. 

 2014 - Shashi Tharoor had introduced a 
private member’s Bill at the Lok Sabha to 
decriminalize Homosexuality. The bill was 
rejected at the stage of introduction. 

 2014 - In a separate judgement (National 
Legal Services Authority v. Union of India 
or the NLSA Judgement) the SC declared 
transgender people to be a ‘third gender’, 
affirmed that the fundamental rights 
granted under the Constitution of India will 
be equally applicable to transgender 
people, and gave them the right to self-
identification of their gender as male, 
female or third-gender. This judgement 
was a major step towards gender equality 
in India. Moreover, the court also held that 
because transgender people were treated 
as socially and economically backward 
classes, they will be granted reservations in 
admissions to educational institutions and 
jobs. 

 2016 - The SC referred the challenge 
against section 377 to a five-judge bench, 
stating that there are several constitutional 
dimensions of importance to be 
considered. 

 2017 - Supreme Court’s ruling that held the 
right to privacy is a fundamental right 
stated that “the right to privacy and the 
protection of sexual orientation lie at the 
core of the fundamental rights guaranteed 
by Articles 14, 15 and 21 of the 
Constitution”. 

 2018 - The Union government told the 
Supreme Court that it would leave it to the 
wisdom of its judges to decide the 
constitutionality of Section 377 IPC, which 
criminalizes sexual activities "against the 
order of nature", including homosexual 
activities. 

International Developments 
 In May 2015, Ireland legalized same-sex 

marriage. The country which had 
decriminalized homosexuality in 1993 
became the first country to allow same sex 
marriage at national level by popular vote. 

 In June 2015, the US Supreme Court ruled 
that same sex marriage were legal. Near 
home, Nepal legalized homosexuality in 
2007 and the new Constitution of the 
country to gives many rights to the LGBT 
community. 

 France, UK, Canada, United States, 
Australia and Brazil have decriminalised 
homosexuality. Other countries like 
Belgium, Brazil, Canada, France, Iceland, 
Ireland, Luxembourg, Norway, Portugal, 
South Africa, Spain, Sweden and Uruguay 
allow either same sex marriage or a civil 
union. 

 India currently stands with a host of 
countries such as Nigeria, Ghana, Iran, 
Saudi Arabia, Afghanistan, Mauritania, 
Qatar and Pakistan which criminalizes 
homosexuality. 

 In 2015 India was among 43 countries, 
along with China, Saudi Arabia and 
Pakistan, which voted for the Russian 
resolution to withdraw benefits to same-
sex couples at the UNGA. 

 In 2016 India abstained from a voting at the 
UNHRC on a resolution to set up the office 
of Independent Expert to end 
discrimination against LGBT persons. 

 

Dark Clouds Over the RTI 
Why in news? 
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 The government today said it is 
considering a proposal to amend the Right 
to Information (RTI) Act, 2005 to frame 
rules on salaries and services of Chief 
Information Commissioner (CIC) and 
Information Commissioners (ICs). 

Background 
 Article 19 (1) of the Indian Constitution 

guarantees us the right to freedom of 
speech and expression and as recognized 
by the Supreme Court this also implies a full 
right to information.  

RTI Act 2005 
 The Right to Information Act, 2005 has 

established the necessary practical regime 
of right to information. 

Significance 
 Right to information can empower citizens 

to take charge by participating in decision-
making and by challenging corrupt and 
arbitrary actions at all levels.  

 With access to government records, 
citizens can evaluate and determine 
whether the government they have elected 
is delivering the results that are expected.  

 RTI is thus a tool that can change the role of 
the citizens from being mere spectators to 
that of being active participants in the 
process of governance.  

 Under this Act, an Indian Citizen can access 
the information from the public authority. 
The Act extends to the whole of India, 
except the state of Jammu and Kashmir. 

The scope of Information Access 
 According to Section 2 (j) of RTI Act 2005, 

"Right to Information" means the Right to 
Information accessible under this Act 
which is held by or under the possession of 
any Central or State Public Authority. 

 Public Authority includes authorities, 
bodies, institution of self-government 
which are established or constituted: 

o By the Constitution 
o By a law of Parliament or a State 

Legislature 
o By a notification or order of the 

State or Central Governments 
o Bodies owned, controlled or 

substantially financed by the State 
or Central Governments, including 
non-government organisations 
which receive substantial 
government funds directly or 
indirectly 

Important exemptions of RTI Act 
 Section 24 of the RTI Act 2005 says that this 

law is not applicable to the intelligence and 

security organisations specified in the 
Second Schedule. However, the only 
exception these organisations have is for 
information on allegations of corruption 
and human rights violations 

 Second Schedule: It includes 26 intelligence 
and security agencies under its ambit 
including IB, RAW, SFF, BSF DRI, etc. 

 Section 8 of the RTI: It deals with 
exemption from disclosure of information 
under this legislation. It says that there 
shall be no obligation on Government to 
provide any citizen information, disclosure 
which will affect (i) India’s sovereignty and 
integrity, (ii) security, (iii) strategic, 
scientific or economic interests of the state 
and (iv) relations with foreign States or (v) 
will lead to incitement of an offence 

Central Information Commission (CIC) and the 
State Information Commission (SIC) 

 The RTI Act 2005 Provides for the 
establishment of a CIC at the center and 
UT's and SIC for the states. 

Function 
 They are high powered independent bodies 

which look into the complaints made to it 
and decide the appeals. It entertains 
complaints and appeals pertaining to 
offices, financial institutions, public sector 
undertakings etc. 

Composition  
 The commission consists of Chief 

Information Commissioner and not more 
than ten Information Commissioners. 

Tenure  
 They hold office for a term of 5 years or 

until they attain the age of 65 years, 
whichever is earlier.  

 The Central Chief and Information 
commissioners can be removed by the 
President, whereas those at the State level 
may be removed by the Governor  

Service Conditions 
 The Salary allowance and other service 

conditions of the Central Chief Information  
 Commissioners are similar to that of Chief 

Election Commissioner and those of the 
Information commissioners are similar to 
that of the Election Commissioners. 

 The Salary allowance and other service 
conditions of the State Chief Information 
Commissioners are similar to that of an 
Election Commissioner and those of the 
Information commissioners are similar to 
that of the Chief Secretary of that state 
government. 

Proposed Amendments  
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 The proposed changes will involve the 
salaries and tenures of Information 
Commissioners at the states and center. 

 The Salaries, instead of being on par with 
that of Election Commission officials - will 
be decided by the Central government. It 
was suggested that it is not good practice to 
put Information Commissioners on par 
with Election Commissioners. As the 
Election Commission is a constitutional 
body responsible for free and fair elections, 
but the Information Commission is a 
statutory body formed to look into 
complaints and requests for information 
under the RTI. 

 
 
 

Key Issues 
 The amendment to the RTI act law has not 

been discussed before it went to the 
cabinet, as per the “pre-legislative 
consultation policy” of the government of 
India. 

 Lack of information about the proposed 
changes even pushed activists to file an RTI 
petition regarding the contents of the bill. 
Applications for information about 
amendments made under the RTI Act have 
been stonewalled and information denied. 

 At least two major attempts to amend the 
Act have been met with such strong 
popular resistance that the government of 
the day has had to back off. However, in this 
case, the particulars of the amendment 
have not been put in the public domain. 

 
 

The Tough Road to Academic Excellence 
 The absence of Indian Universities in the 

top 200 ranks of the World University 
Rankings exposed the standard of Higher 
education and failure of Government Policy 
to develop a World Class University in 
India. 

 The rankings are released by Time Higher 
Education magazine. 

Institutions of Eminence (IOE) 
 Is a tag or status awarded to selected 

institutes of universities by the Human 
resources development Ministry. 

 The IoE status provides higher degree of 
autonomy to the institutions which can 
help them to develop in to a World Class 
Institutions. 

 10 public and 10 private Institutions will be 
selected under the IoE institutes. 

 Regulatory guidelines are issued to these 
IoE to enable them to enter the top 500 
World ranking in the next 5 years and the 
top 100 eventually overtime.  

 Objective is to provide world class teaching 
and research facilities to Indian students 
within the country and enhance general 
level of education of the country. 

Institutions which can Apply 
 Top 50 Colleges/Universities in the 

National Institution of Ranking Framework 
and Indian Institutes in top 500 world 
rankings. 

 Central Universities, Government owned 
and controlled Deemed to be Universities, 
Institutions of National Importance like IIT 

(Indian Institute of Technology), IIM 
(Indian Institute of Management), etc. 

 Universities under State Law. 
 The above are the criteria for Public 

institutions and all the institutes under IoE 
will be given 5 year period of time to show 
growth in line with the guidelines issued. 

Parameters for Institute of Eminence 
 Institute should be Multi-disciplinary and 

have both Teaching and Research focus 
with exceptional quality. 

 Should have adequate Foreign or Foreign 
qualified faculty and have a good mix of 
national and international staff. 

 Faculty-student ratio to be at 1:20 which 
should get improved to 1:10 after 5 years. 

 Inter-disciplinary courses in the spheres of 
emerging field has to be added to the 
regular ones. 

 Admission should be merit based and have 
a good mix of domestic and foreign 
students. 

 Infrastructure facilities like labs for 
Research and Development, Facilities to 
the student and Faculty like world class 
libraries should be developed. 

 Faculty should be encouraged to publish 
their works, conduct applied research and 
innovation in the areas of social problems. 

 Should come in top 500 in any reputed 
world rankings in the next 5 years and 
increase it ranking to enter the top 100 and 
improving it over time. 

Financial Assistance 
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 IoE would be awarded financial assistance 
amounting to Rs 1000 crore. 

 Or 50% to 75% of the requirement 
projected by the institution in the proposal, 
whichever is less. 

 The financial assistance provided to the 
institute would depend on the detailed plan 
proposal of the institute that is assessed 
and accepted by UGC’s Empowered Expert 
Committee. 

 Private Institutes are not assisted 
financially but are given freedom from 
government regulations and Institutional 
autonomy. 

Greenfield Institute 
 Universities or Institutes can apply under 3 

categories namely Public, Private and 
Greenfield. 

 No clear definition is available for the 
requirement of Greenfield Institutions. 

 Greenfield Institutions are Private 
institutions which looks very promising at 
their proposal stage. 

 Stated as Sponsoring new organisations for 
setting up Institutes of eminence. 

 To get selected under this category the 
following must be fulfilled- 

 Availability of Land. 
 Putting in place a very high 

experienced core team. 
 Availability of funds for setting up 

the institution. 
 A clear strategic vision. 

 Institutions should start academic 
operations within 3 years for the IoE status 
to become operational. 

What’s the Issue? 
 Government recently chose 6 institutions 

as IoE, 3 public and 3 private institutions. 
 None of it is a Public University (a 

Multidisciplinary university- mix of Arts 
and science, engineering, architecture) 
which is the heart of any academic system. 

 Three public sector institutions are 
technologically oriented Institutions- 
Indian institute of technology at Mumbai 
and Delhi, and Indian institute science, 
Bengaluru. 

 Jio institute, at Karjhat in Maharashtra is 
chosen under ‘greenfield’ category. 

 The overall idea of IoE, unclear definition of 
Greenfield category and the Policy 
formulation in developing World class 
institutions doesn’t goes well with 
educational experts. 

Funding for Non-Transformation 

 Rs. 1000 crore will be funded to the 3 
public institutions over a period of 5 years. 

 Funding can be used to develop research 
and innovation facilities. 

 To increase the salaries of academic faculty 
thus drawing in best faculties from 
international universities. 

 It cannot be used to provide any 
fundamental changes or developments. 

 The overall essence of developing a World 
class institution which is the prime focus 
cannot be achieved by making key reforms 
over fundamentals of an Institution. 

World Class Concept 
 Globally best ranked Universities are all 

unique. 
 There is no single standard or benchmark 

to be ranked as a World class Institution. 
 To become one some common factors do 

exist on the whole. 
 Resources, Talent (includes Faculty and 

students) and Governance. 
 In India, all the 3 factors have some effects 

to the public, private and more to the 
Greenfield Institutions. 

Jio’s Challenges 
 Greenfield Institutions are risky but not 

unusual or new to India. 
 All the Indian Institute of Technology 

Mumbai and Delhi, Birla Institute of 
Technology and Manipal University started 
once as a Greenfield project. 

 The Greenfield category does not get any 
funding from the government under the 
IoE mechanism. 

 But it gets freedom from government 
regulations and operational autonomy. 

 The question in Jio institute is the clarity on 
basic organising principle and the funding. 

Organising Principle 
 Jio institute or any Greenfield project 

should explain how it differs from other 
Indian Universities and abroad. 

 At the same time, it should match its 
credentials to the best academic practices 
of International Universities. 

Resources 
 To start an Institution from the scratch 

needs a strong and viable funding 
mechanism. 

 King Abdullah University of Science and 
Technology (KAUST) in Saudi Arabia 
started as a Greenfield project in 2009. 

 It needed $1.5 billion on facilities and 
another $10 billion for current enrolment 
of students for Masters and post 
doctorates. 
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 Jio Institute should have a strong funding 
base if it needs to develop in to a World 
class Institution. 

Talent Factor 
 Faculty, a key faculty and heart of any 

University who affects every aspect of 
realisation and implementation of 
University’s mission. 

 Research oriented academic talent are 
needed as research and innovation output 
increases the world ranking. 

 Again, Resources are needed to pay 
attractive salaries not only to the faculty 
but also to their families to whom attractive 
quality of life needs to be provided. 

 Such an infrastructure needs to be 
developed in turn increasing cost input. 

 With the creative and innovative 
curriculum domestic students can be 
attracted for a quality education. 

 But drawing the international students is 
still a difficult task considering the vast 
number of choices they have. 

Governance Factor 
 Autonomy by the IoE concept has been one 

of the positive factors to the Jio Institute. 
 With the freedom from government policy 

and regulations, its needs to have creative 
ideas for the organisation and governance 
of the institution. 

 Traditional corporate governance style 
needs to be eliminated to build a creative 
world class Institution. 

Conclusion 
 World Class University making is highly 

resource intensive and time consuming. 
 The Government’s Initiative is a welcome 

move but is not enough. 
 Transparency in the selection of 

Institutions for IoE and reforms in the key 
areas like fundamentals of the education 
needed to be considered. 

 

The Wuhan Breakthrough 
Wuhan Summit 

 A 2-day Informal summit between Indian 
PM Modi and Chinese President Xi Jinping 
took place in the city of Wuhan in last week 
of April, 2018. 

 Does not have any fixed agenda to discuss 
wide range of issues. 

 Since the Doklam stand-off at the India-
China-Bhutan tri-junction, no high-level 
meeting held between India and China. 

Significance of the Summit 
 It is a Game changer in the relations 

between the two nations. 
 The very decision of the Chinese president 

to stay in the city of Wuhan with PM Modi 
shows the Change in approach and 
willingness to develop ties by the Chinese 
counterpart. 

 It showed resolve of two nations to come in 
to a solution peacefully despite bilateral 
and geopolitical differences. 

 It has reminded the need of friendship and 
cooperation between the two nations 
which are becoming increasingly 
distrustful with each other. 

Outcomes 
 Both the nations have decided to issue 

strategic guidance to their militaries to 
strengthen communication in order to 
build trust and co-operation. 

 This is mainly to prevent another Doklam 
like stand-off. 

 To address the increasing trade deficit with 
china of about $50 billion by increasing 
agricultural and pharmaceutical exports to 
china. 

 A Joint project in Afghanistan by the two 
countries was also discussed. 

 Joint project could help in reducing the 
trust deficit between the two nations. 

 China also explored areas to invest in 
Greenfield projects in India. 

 The informal summit is seen as a big 
positive for Chinese companies in investing 
in India which can reset the bilateral ties 
between the nations. 

 The developments showcased that the two 
nations can be Joint custodians in 
managing their neighbourhood of shared 
interests instead of being rivals. 

Nepal’s approach post-Wuhan 
 Historically Nepal’s leaders used to play 

India versus China or the other way by 
siding with any one country. 

 The alleged 2015 economic blockade in 
Nepal by India, which caused a severe 
economic and humanitarian crisis 
following a major earthquake to Nepal. 

 Lessons learn from the past and the current 
rising trend of China and India in the region 
made Nepal to stay in the middle path. 

 Nepal does not want to side with any of the 
country but with both. 
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 It tries to stay in equal terms with both the 
neighbouring countries, especially post 
Wuhan Summit. 

Two Plus One 
 China in late June proposed a unique 

mechanism of Two plus One trilateral 
mechanism with the Nepal. 

 The two countries will be constant which 
are India and China. 

 The ‘Plus one’ would vary from time to 
time. 

 The mechanism is the third country can be 
any of the neighbouring country with India 
and China staying constant. 

 India is yet to take a decision on this 
mechanism. 

Trump Factor 
 Some sections of the Nepal Government 

informally attribute the change in China’s 
attitude to the U.S. 

 U.S and China are almost on the verge of a 
trade war imposing import tax on each 
other and favouring protectionism. 

 U.S stepped up campaign especially against 
the Technological front to undermine 
china’s rise. 

Rise of the Region 
 The two plus one mechanism opens a large 

pool of choices where India along with 
china can change the balance of the region 
in the world economy. 

 The variable factor of the third country 
with India and china being constant, it 
helps in India and China engage with any 
country in the region, wherever unruly 
competition between the two is avoided. 

 Common interested in the neighbourhood 
is best served through this mechanism 
without compromising their specific 
interests. 

 If accepted by India and successful 
engagement of this trilateral mechanism in 
Nepal, it can lead to the development of 
Nepal and at the same time trust building 
between India and China. 

 On Acceptance by India and successful 
trilateral talks with Nepal, the two plus one 
template could be the key to the peaceful 
rise of South Asia on the shoulders of India 
and China. 

Conclusion 
 On the account of looming trade war like 

situation there is an emerging trust 
deficiency between all the nations. 

 Under the aggressive trade policies of the 
U.S and shifting geopolitics in the region, 
the developments post-Wuhan summit 
provides some relief. 

 The proposed mechanism could be the key 
to the stability of the region which could be 
best used to build trust not only with China 
but also the Neighbouring countries.

 
 

Restoring Faith in EVMs 
Introduction 

 Free and fair elections are the general 
principles of any democracy. 

 Fair, accurate and transparent electoral 
processes with outcomes that can be 
independently verified are some of its 
features. 

 Conventional electoral practices like ballot 
paper voting provided all the above, but 
bogus voting and booth capturing posed 
serious problems. 

 Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) 
provided the need solution in conducting 
free and fair elections. 

Why in News? 
 The Issue of malfunctioning of EVMs 

alleged by several political parties in the 
last few elections of the states raised 
concerns about the integrity of the EVMs 
and the Election Commission. 

 Political parties decided to raise this issue 
in the current monsoon session and also to 

place a joint demand to the Election 
Commission to replace EVMs by ballot 
paper in 2019 general elections. 

EVMs 
 First used in 50 polling stations in Parur 

assembly constituency of Kerala in 1982. 
 Later to authorise its use amendments are 

made to the Representation of People Act, 
1951 in the year 1988. 

 After a series of electoral reforms in 2004 
general elections the country turned in to 
e-democracy by the use of EVMs in all 
constituencies. 

 Are indigenously produced by two Public 
Sector Undertakings (PSUs) Bharat 
Electronics Limited, Bengaluru and 
Electronics Corporation of India limited, 
Hyderabad. 

Question of EC’s Propriety 
 The current government is often said to 

undermine the credentials of 
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Constitutional bodies including the 
Election Commission (EC) of India 

 Appointment of former chief secretary of 
Gujarat as Chief election commissioner 
ahead of the elections to that state. 

 Announcing election dates to Himachal 
Pradesh but not to Gujarat, where both the 
state are entering elections during the 
same period. 

 This helped the Central government to give 
some schemes to appease voters since the 
Moral code of conduct will be introduced 
only after announcement of dates. 

 Cash distribution in R.K. Nagar by-election 
in Tamil Nadu and seizure of fake electoral 
Ids in R.R. Nagar constituency in Bengaluru 
are other cases. 

 The above issues question the integrity and 
credibility of the Institution and in turn the 
integrity of the EVMs. 

Integrity of EVMs 
 Chief election commissioner O.P. Rawat in 

a recent interview regarding the credibility 
of EVMs stated that it has been made a 
Scapegoat by political parties. 

 Failure of political parties to win the 
mandate accuses the institution and the 
EVMs of not being fool proof. 

 The allegations about tampering of EVMs to 
favour the ruling party could not be ruled 
out completely. 

 Data obtained under Right to Information 
revealed that votes casted for an 
Independent candidate went to BJP 
candidate in February 2017 zilla parishad 
polls in Maharashtra. 

 The accusations of the political parties and 
defence of CEC both have equal weightage 
to consider. 

Conventional System 
 Ballot paper system provided fair and 

transparent process but also had its share 
of problems. 

 Counting agents of political parties, during 
counting if their party shows a winning 
trend, creates havoc. 

 High case of invalid votes which mostly 
were higher than the majority votes of a 
party undermined the mandate of the 
Election. 

 Introduction of EVMs almost replaced this 
structure. 

 Booth capturing was once a big menace 
under the ballot system. 

 Imported Russian Ink, alleged to favour the 
Congress party during Indira Gandhi 
Government is another theory associated 
with the problems of Ballot paper system. 

VVPAT 
 Voter verifiable Paper Audit Trial is the last 

reform made to strengthen the voting 
mechanism in the country. 

 It is attached to the EVMs and when a voter 
chooses his candidate, a printed paper of 
his vote will be generated in the VVPAT. 

 It stays for 7 seconds for the voter’s view 
and directly drops in to the box attached to 
it. 

 It ensures the voter more transparency in 
the election process. 

 What’s Ahead 
 Going back to ballot paper is not advisable 

but the current system can be 
strengthened. 

 To ask for counting of the printed votes in 
the VVPAT, courts permission is needed. 

 EC should be empowered to order a 
counting when there is a margin of lesser 
than 10% of votes between the top two 
candidates. 

 Instead of printed paper directly getting in 
to a box, it can be given to the voter who can 
drop it by himself. 

 Appointment of neutral persons as Election 
commissioners without compromising 
constitutional credentials of the 
Institutions. 

 Necessary reforms to empower the 
Election commission to take actions on 
candidates and parties violating the poll 
norms instead of leaving the matter to the 
Courts. 

Conclusion 
 The question of viability of Democracy 

starts with the interference of elected 
governments in the functioning of the 
democratic institutions. 

 Elections in a democracy should not only be 
fair but should be seen fair. 

 The existing system has to be strengthened 
instead of reverting back to the 
conventional system.
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Yojana (Part III) 
 

Fugitive Economic Offenders Bill, 2018 
 

 The world economic scenario is volatile 

and its effects are felt in India too in this 

globalized world. 

 Indian businesses too have spread to 

different parts of the world and to fund 

their expansion have gone to banks. 

 The erstwhile conservative banks have 

given loans in good faith in expectation of 

growth. 

 The government felt that despite the 

existence of the Indian Penal Code, 

Prevention of Corruption Act and 

Prevention of Money Laundering Act etc., a 

specific act to target economic offenders 

which give government powers to seize 

properties and appropriate sales of 

proceeds to loan creditors is the need of the 

hour. 

 After the Punjab National Bank fraud, the 

bill was immediately approved to bring 

back the confidence of the investors and 

bank customers in the banking system. 

Rationale & Preamble 
 Due to businesses going bad and customers 

not being able to pay back their loans has 

impacted the banking sector. 

 Instead of facing the law many big 

businessmen, high net worth individuals 

flee the country before the law 

enforcement agencies get after them. 

 These individuals owe a huge amount of 

money running into crores as debts, non-

payment overheads etc.  

 They leave the country escaping the law 

and live a life of luxury in foreign countries 

with their ill-gotten wealth. 

 The existing civil and criminal laws are 

inadequate to deal with these situations 

which have a critical impact on the 

economy   

 The extradition process is tedious and may 

take many years. 

 Tough and stringent measures have to be 

taken by confiscation of ill-gotten property. 

 This legislation will prove to be a deterrent 

to those contemplating to take steps to flee 

to some other country after committing 

economic offence. 

 Non conviction based asset confiscation for 

corruption related cases are enabled under 

provisions of the United Nations 

convention. 

 The bill specifically deals with economic 

offenders who are fugitives from the law of 

the land and have escaped prosecution 

 The preamble of the bill says, “To provide 

for measures to deter fugitive economic 

offenders from evading the process of law 

in India by staying outside the jurisdiction 

of Indian Courts, to preserve the sanctity of 

the rule of law in India and for matters 

connected therewith or incidental thereto.”   

The Bill 
 Cases where the total value of economic 

offences is Rs.100 crores or more comes 

under the purview of the bill. 

 The fugitive economic offender will be 

forced to return to India and face trail 

 There is provision for attachment of 

properties which will help financial 

institutions to recover their dues. 

 Relief will be provided if the alleged 

offender returns to India declaring him as 

fugitive economic offender and submits to 

court proceedings under the act then he 

shall not be prosecuted under this act. 

 Necessary safeguards given to offender by  

o Providing hearing through counsel 

o Allowing him time to file a reply 

o Serving notice of summons in India 

or abroad 

o Appeal to High Court 

 Provision for appointment of an 

Administrator to manage and dispose 

property  

Definition of Fugitive Economic Offender 
 “any individual against whim a warrant of 

arrest in related to a Scheduled Offence has 

been issued by any court in India who i) has 
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left India so as to avoid criminal 

prosecution; or ii) being abroad, refuses to 

return to India to face criminal 

prosecution.” 

Implementation 
 The Director or Deputy Director has to file 

an application before a Special Court 

designated under PMLA 2002 to declare a 

person as fugitive economic offender.  

 The application should contain 

o Reasons to believe that an 

individual is fugitive economic 

offender.  

o Any information of his 

whereabouts. 

o List of properties believe to be 

proceeds of crime, benami 

properties or foreign properties for 

which confiscation is sought. 

o List of persons having interest in 

these properties. 

 The Special Court will issue a notice to 

individual to appear at a specified place and 

time within 6 weeks from date of issue of 

notice. 

 The notice also should state that failure to 

appear shall result in the declaration of the 

individual as fugitive economic offender 

and confiscation of property under this act. 

 If the individual appears before the Special 

Court, then the court will terminate 

proceedings under this bill. 

Attachment/Confiscation of Property 
 The Director/Deputy Director may attach 

any property mentioned in the application 

with the permission of the special court by 

an order in writing. 

Provisional Attachment  
 The property can be attached provisionally 

if there is reason to believe that the 

property is proceeds of crime or is owned 

by a fugitive economic offender or it is 

likely to be dealt in a manner which may 

result in the property being unavailable for 

confiscation. 

 The officer who attached the property has 

to make a filing before the special court 

within 30 days. 

 The attachment shall continue for 180 days 

unless extended by Special Court. 

 Nothing in this section shall prevent the 

person interested in enjoyment of 

immoveable property attached from such 

enjoyment.  

 If the person is found not to be a fugitive 

economic offender the property shall be 

released. 

Powers of the Director  
 Director or any person authorized by him 

shall have the powers of a civil court. 

 On the basis of material or reasons to 

believe that an individual may be a fugitive 

economic offender, he may enter any place 

within his limits of area assigned to him or 

has been authorized by another authority 

that has authority for that jurisdiction.  

 Any person present at the place shall afford 

necessary facility to inspect the records, 

check or verify proceeds of crime or 

transactions and request to furnish 

information related to proceedings. 

 May place marks of identification on the 

records inspected, make copies therefrom. 

 Make an inventory of property checked or 

verified by him. 

 Record any statement of any person 

present at the property. 

Declaration as Fugitive Economic Offender 
 The Special Court may declare an 

individual as a fugitive economic offender. 

 It may confiscate his properties which are 

proceeds of crime/benami properties or 

any other property in India or abroad. 

 Upon confiscation the rights of the 

property will transfer to the Central 

Government. 

Administrator 
 The central government may appoint as 

many of its officers as administrator. 

 The administrator shall receive and 

manage the property 

 He shall take measures as directed by the 

central government to dispose the 

property 

 The property shall not be disposed for a 

period of 90 days from date of order. 

Appeal  
 Appeal against the order of Special Court 

can be made before High Court within 30 

days. 
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 High Court can entertain appeal even after 

expiry of 30 days if they are satisfied that 

the appellant had a sufficient cause for not 

appealing within due date. 

 In no case appeal will be accepted on the 

expiry of 90 days from judgment. 

Conclusion  

 It is hoped that the bill will recover the 

properties of the economic offenders who 

have fled the country fearing prosecution. 

 The banks will be benefited from the 

recovery of loans. 

 It will serve as a deterrent for future 

offenders. 

 
 

Farmers’ welfare: priority with commitment  
 

 Farmers are the mainstay of Indian 

economy however their welfare has 

remained a marginalized issue. 

 New farmer’s welfare cantered approach to 

agricultural development is empowering 

rural masses with higher income, 

employment and resultant prosperity. 

 The government has announced to double 

farmers’ income by 2022. The seven-point 

strategy includes 

o Raising production per unit of farm 

land 

o Effective use of input cost 

o Reduction of post-harvest losses  

o Value additions 

o Reforms in agricultural marketing  

o Security cover on major risks 

o Special focus on various allied 

activities 

 Horticulture 

 Animal husbandry 

 Fisheries 

 Bee keeping 

 Poultry 

 Integrated farming 

Marketing mantras 
 The government had announced in budget 

2018-19, that MSP of all 23 Kharif and Rabi 

crops will be at least one and half times of 

production cost.  

 NITI Aayog has been mandated to develop 

a mechanism in consultation with central 

and state governments that ensures 

purchase at MSP even if prices fall below 

the MSP in open market.  

 Government has agreed to buy surplus 

produce in case of more harvest which 

brings down price of agricultural produce. 

 Madhya Pradesh has launched ‘Bhavantar 

Bhugtan Yojana’ which is a price deficit 

financing scheme to protect farmers from 

drastic drop in price in case of excess 

harvest. 

 Government is looking to frame policies to 

make use of futures and option market, 

practices for price and demand forecast, 

expansion of warehouse repository system 

and to take timely decisions regarding 

specific imports and exports related issues. 

 More than 85% of our farmers are small 

and marginal farmers and have fewer 

surpluses and have to bear high transaction 

cost. 

 e-NAM 

o The government had launched the 

electronic National Agricultural 

Market (e-NAM) in 2015 with the 

objective of easing licensing and 

taxation obstacles and enhances 

farmers’ suppressed returns. 

o 585 Agriculture Produce Marketing 

Committees (APMCs) have joined 

the online platform. 

o It is available for nearly 90 

agricultural commodities and lakhs 

of farmers and traders are 

connected. 

o Farmers without access to APMCs 

were deprived of benefits of e-NAM 

to address it GrAMs were 

introduced. 

 Gramin Agricultural Markets (GrAMs).  

o The government is upgrading rural 

haats into Gramin Agricultural Markets 

(GrAMs).  

o GrAMs will be electronically linked to e-

NAM and will be exempt from 
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regulations of APMCs so that it is 

accessible to even farmers in remote 

areas.    

 Government has sanctioned Agri-Market 

Infrastructure Fund with a corpus of 

Rs.2000 crore. 

Value addition facilities 
 Pradhan Mantri Kisan SAMPADA Yojana 

o Pradhan Mantri Kisan SAMPADA Yojana 

aims at welfare and prosperity of farmers 

by providing processing and value 

addition facilities along with marketing 

support. It is an umbrella scheme for:  

 Establishing and operationalizing 

Mega Food Parks.  

 Expanding integrated Cold Chain 

and value addition infrastructure. 

 Expanding food processing and 

preservation capacities. 

 Developing infrastructure for 

agro-processing clusters. 

 Creating forward and backward 

linkages to benefit farmers. 

 Government is encouraging and promoting 

the food processing sector,  

o By providing various tax incentives. 

o Allowing 100% FDI.  

o Creating a corpus in NABARD of 

Rs.2000 crore for providing easy loans 

to agri-processing units. 

 Operation Greens 

o Farmers grow potato, onion and 

tomato which are consumed widely 

and are also perishable. 

o  It is affected by variability in seasonal 

and regional production leading to 

distress among farmer and consumers.  

o Government launched ‘Operation 

Greens’ on the lines of operation flood. 

Under this scheme: 

 Agri-logistics 

 Processing facilities 

 Professional management 

of marketing  

 To safeguard interests of 

farmers and consumers 

 To orient farmers towards 

export-centric farming 

export of agricultural 

commodities is being 

liberalized  

 Financing farmers  
 Government has steadily increased the 

volume of institutional credit for 

agricultural sector to Rs.11 lakh crore. 

 The facility of Kisan Credit Cards was 

extended to fishery and animal husbandry 

farmers. 

 Interest subvention for short-term crop 

loans. 

 Enhancement of collateral- free farm loans. 

 Promotion of Joint Liability Groups.  

 Enhanced allocation to National 

Cooperation Development Corporation for 

providing financial assistance to 

cooperative societies and its members. 

 Government is promoting Farmer 

Producer Organizations (FPOs) and self-

help groups by incentivizing their 

activities. 

 FPOs established on pattern of 

cooperatives and with less than Rs.100 

crore transactions have been exempted 

from income tax. 

 A large portion of farmers are not land 

owners and take the land on lease. So they 

are not able to avail crop loans and have to 

depend on money lenders for credit at high 

interest rates.  

 The government released the Model 

Agricultural Land Leasing Act, 2016 

offering benefits for lessee cultivators. 

 Now leasing land is a legal mutual between 

land owners and lessee cultivators.  

 Hence facilitating land tenants to obtain 

loans, crop insurance and disaster relief. 

Towards secured livelihood 
 Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana 

o In order to protect farmers’ livelihood 

from risks such as natural calamities, 

pest attack etc. the government had 

launched the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima 

Yojana (Prime Minister Crop Insurance) 

was launched in 2016.  

o Farmers’ share in premium is just 1.5% 

for Rabi crops, 2% for Kharif crops and 

maximum 5% for annual horticultural 

crops. 
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o Insurance covers post-harvest risks and 

losses up to 14 days. 

o Inundation has been included as local 

calamity.  

o Uses of remote sensing technology and 

IT tools have expedited payment with 

enhanced accuracy and transparency. 

 Farmers are being trained to face 

challenges posed by climate change and 

keep their livelihoods secured. 

 District Contingency plans have been 

developed and disseminated across the 

country by involving farmers as major 

stakeholders. 

 Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) is 

regularly organizing trainings and 

demonstrations at field level on identified 

climate smart technologies. 

 KVK has established 151 climate smart 

villages as model village. 

 National Mission for Sustainable 

Agriculture disseminates information and 

knowledge related to climate change. 

Integrated farming models  
 Integrated farming models, appropriately 

and synergically blend field crops with 

horticulture, animal husbandry and 

aquaculture have potential to secure 

livelihood of farmers even during adverse 

conditions. 

 Increases profitability per unit of land. 

 Minimizes risk by assuring income from 

one or other farming component. 

 Mission on Integrated Development of 

Horticulture.  

 Mechanization in horticulture. 

 Developments of cold chains and value 

chains. 

 Development and transfer of appropriate 

technologies. 

 Availability of quality planting materials. 

 New cluster approach has developed entire 

chain from production to marketing at one 

place. 

Add-ons to income  
 Government is focusing on various 

ancillary activities to add income to 

farmers 

 Increased financial allocations and 

establishment of Integrated Bee Keeping 

Development Centres  

 Bamboo also known as Green Gold was re-

classified as grass when it is grown outside 

forest areas making it free for cultivation, 

harvest, transport and its use as raw 

material for handicrafts 

 A re-structured National Bamboo Mission 

was launched to promote bamboo sector in 

a holistic manner 

 Financial and technical support is being 

provided for growing mushroom mainly 

under indoor conditions due to its high 

demand and remunerative price in 

domestic and overseas markets 

 Government is also encouraging backyard 

poultry, goatery, piggery and 

pisciculture 

 ‘Mera Gaon, Mera Gaurav’ scheme was 

launched in which agricultural scientists in 

groups of 4 are selecting and adopting 5 

villages for demonstration of new 

technologies in agriculture and allied 

sectors 

 Government is planning to introduce a 

scheme to encourage farmers to use their 

fallow land to harvest solar energy 

o Installation of solar pumps to irrigate 

their fields 

o Supply of surplus power to grid for 

additional income 

o State governments are encouraged to 

put in place a mechanism for purchase 

of solar power by distribution 

companies at remunerative prices 

Way forward 
 Government is trying to double the 

farmers’ income by 2022 by creating 

appropriate policies, feasible programs and 

budget allocations 

 To realize this aim there should be 

cooperation from all stake holders like 

state governments, cooperatives, farmers’ 

Organisation, related industries and 

farmers must work in unison and 

synergically in mission mode.  
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RSTV Corner 
 
 

Economy: India Muscles Past France 
 

 Recent report of World bank has 
highlighted that India has become the 6th 
largest economy surpassing France and in 
the near future, we are likely to overtake 
UK.  

 Ahead of this numerical growth we must 
know whether this growth and 
development are hand in hand. 

Challenges ahead 
 Though numerically we are ahead the 

purchasing power parity of our country is 
very low when compared to other 
countries. 

 While China has attained double digit 
through manufacturing our reliance only 
on service sector is threatening. 

Positive aspects 
 India’s economic outreach in terms of 

trade-GDP ratio with world countries has 
increased to 50% 

 The demographically rich India has huge 
potential of getting many skilled jobs. 

 With many skill training initiatives by the 
government the semiskilled and unskilled 
labourers are likely to take up skilled jobs 
sooner. 

Way ahead 
 Just like China, India should focus on 

providing vocational and skill training to 
the students at a large scale, now in India 
the skill training is mainly focussed on 
Illiterate and school dropouts that mindset 
has to change and skill training should be 
made a part of academics. 

 Also, focus should be on improving both 
physical and social infrastructure in our 
country. 

 
 

India and Foreign Media 
 
Context 

 India’s ranking in the Press Freedom Index 
has fallen two places to 138, a watchdog 
said in an annual report, blaming “physical 
violence” against journalists as the key 
reason behind the country’s low ranking. 

Other details 
 Norway topped the list of having the 

world’s freest press for the second year in 
a row, the Reporters Without Borders 
(RSF) said while North Korea remained the 
most repressive country 

 India’s ranking has fallen two places to 
138th position in a ranking of 180 
countries. 

 The report warned that hate crime is 
another issue plaguing India. 

 Any investigative reporting that annoys the 
ruling party or any criticism of Hindutva, 
elicits a torrent of online insults and calls 
for the death of the reporter or writer 
responsible, most of it coming from the 
prime minister’s troll army, 

 The physical violence against journalists is 
largely responsible for India’s low ranking. 
At least three journalists were murdered in 

connection with their work. More were 
killed in circumstances that were unclear, 
as is often the case in rural areas, where 
reporters are poorly paid. 

Challenges faced by press 
 Government through legal means 
 Business model of media- the free 

information flow and freedom of writers is 
compromised by the advertisers which are 
mostly corporate sector 

 Social media and technological changes - It 
encourages unilateral and one-way 
communication. 

 Political and institutional pressures. 
Internal reforms required 

 Everyone wants to ‘break news’ on the 
word go. This is different from traditional 
ways of journalism.  

 The newspapers no longer have 
investigative teams. Investigative 
journalism has moved its platform. The 
online platforms are doing investigation 
and trying to uncover the truth.  

 News has becoming commodified.  
 Many a time, rumours take form as news 

and easily are broadcasted through social 
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media. This is causing harm to journalism 
as truth is not coming out.  

 Paid news is yet another faction of ethical 
wrong in journalism. 

Way forward 
 The media is the fourth estate of 

democracy. It still largely retains its 
independence where it is expressing its 
views on wide range of issues and thus 
retains diverse character. 

 Also, the media has to continue to remain 
free regardless of government. Press 
freedom can survive only because of belief 
that there exists free media.  

 The Indian media is reinventing itself. Just 
as Indian media is quick to adapt to 
technology, it will be ready to take certain 
risks in its business model whereby the 
over dependence of advertisers will turn to 
people paying for quality news.  

 There is need to change the media model 
where the users pay instead of government 
and advertisers.  

 It needs to get out of its source of revenue 
from advertisements and let users pay for 
the required news and information. 

 Emphasis is on how to sustain quality, 
improve quality and get over irritants like 
paid news.  

 Emphasis to robust professional standard 
and alertness to technology is now 
constantly demanded.  

 The media has to play god to readers by 
discerning news that reader must consume 
and offer wide array of choices and make 
up their mind on what they need to do.  

 India has to improve its ranking on Press 
Freedom Index 

 
 

Iran: Friendship at Stake? 
 

 Recently Iran warned India that if it plans 
to diversify the oil procurement that it will 
pull out all concession that it provides to 
India like procuring oil at concessional rate 
in rupees.  

 Though the statement was regretted later. 
 But such statement was not welcomed by 

India as the procurement of oil from Iran 
has continuously increased even during 
sanction of US on Iran. 

 US on the other hand has given Nov 4 as a 
deadline to stop procurement of oil from 
Iran.  

Why Iran is more than just an Oil Supplier to 
India? 

 Iran is a geopolitical entity in its own right. 
 Iran ensures overland connectivity 

between Eurasia and India and it is not just 
an energy supplier. 

 Iran is a land power on the other side of 
Pakistan that provides India with an 
alternative route to Afghanistan, a strategic 
necessity for Delhi. 

 Iran has borders with a large number of 
countries that India could not access 
because of the barrier that Pakistan posed 
to India’s overland connectivity plans. 

 India’s relationship with Iran has been built 
carefully and thoughtfully by all past 
governments as Iran for India is not just an 
energy supplier from the Persian Gulf 
region. 

 India’s infrastructure-building activities in 
Afghanistan is done with support from 
Iran. 

 India has disregarded political inclination 
of the government in Tehran with an eye on 
the overall necessity of the country for 
India’s strategic security. 

Way forward 
 Iran as dependent on India as India is on 

Iran, and it has to realise that India stood 
as a moral support even during the time of 
sanctions. Though India moves closer to 
USA, India has to ensure that its 
sovereignty is upheld on all its foreign 
relation. 

 With uncertain oil prices and problems 
like “Asian premium “which is an extra fee 
levied by OPEC countries for oil sold to 
Asia, India needs to balance Iran, Saudi and 
USA for our oil requirement. 
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Adultery and Marriage 
What is Adultery? 

 Adultery is a voluntary sexual intercourse 
between a married person and someone 
other than that person’s current spouse or 
partner 

 Adultery is at best a violation of the terms 
of agreement between a married couple. 

Adultery law in India 
 Section 497 of the Indian Penal Code deals 

with Adultery. 
 As per the Indian law, a woman cannot be 

punished for the offence of adultery.  
 Only a man who has consensual sexual 

intercourse with the wife of another man 
without his consent can be punished 
under this offense in India. 

 If someone “lives in adultery”, the partner 
can file for divorce. 

Why in news? 
 The Supreme Court agreed to examine the 

constitutional validity of a 157-year-old 
‘gender discriminatory’ provision in 
Indian Penal Code which punishes a 
married man for adultery for consensual 
sexual relations with another man’s wife. 

What’s the issue? 
 The court is hearing a petition challenging 

the constitutionality of Section 497 IPC 
read with Section 198(2) of the CrPC 

 The petition says, Section 497 IPC is 
unconstitutional as it discriminates 
against men and violates Article 14, 15 and 
21. 

What Section 497 of IPC says? 
 Section 497 states: “Whoever has sexual 

intercourse with a person who is and 
whom he knows or has reason to believe 
to be the wife of another man, without the 
consent or connivance of that man, such 
sexual intercourse not amounting to the 
offence of rape, is guilty of the offence of 
adultery, and shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to five years, or 
with fine, or with both. In such case the 
wife shall not be punishable as an abettor.” 

What Section 198(2) CrPC says? 
 Section 198(2) CrPC says that “… no 

person other than the husband of the 
woman shall be deemed to be aggrieved by 
any offence punishable under Section 497 
or Section 498 of the said Code: Provided 
that in the absence of the husband, some 
person who had care of the woman on his 
behalf at the time when such offence was 

committed may, with the leave of the 
Court, make a complaint on his behalf.” 

Argument in favour of the present law 
 Answering the question why a wife cannot 

be prosecuted as an abettor to adultery, a 
senior judge said the protection from 
prosecution given to women under Section 
497 is in tune with Article 15 (3) of the 
Constitution. Article 15 (3) allows the 
legislature to make “special provisions” 
which are “beneficial” for women and 
children. 

 It is a key fact that Article 15 of the 
Constitution deals with Prohibition of 
discrimination on grounds of religion, 
race, caste, sex or place of birth. 

 The erring man alone can be punished and 
not the erring woman. It does not arm the 
two spouses to hit each other with the 
weapon of criminal law. That is why 
neither can the husband prosecute the 
wife and send her to jail nor can the wife 
prosecute the husband and send him to 
jail. 

Argument against the present law 
 While Section 497 gave husbands the 

exclusive right as an aggrieved party to 
prosecute the adulterer in a case involving 
his wife, a similar right has not been 
conferred on a wife to prosecute the 
woman with whom her husband has 
committed adultery. 

 Secondly, the provision does not confer 
any right on the wife to prosecute her 
husband for adultery. 

 The law also does not take into account 
cases where the husband has sexual 
relations with an unmarried woman.  

 Thus, the provision deems that “husbands 
have a free licence under the law to have 
extra-marital relationships with 
unmarried women.” 

 Section 497 (adultery) of the Indian Penal 
Code was sometimes taunted as a “flagrant 
instance of gender discrimination, 
legislative despotism and male 
chauvinism.” 

 It was sometimes described as a kind of 
“romantic paternalism,” which stemmed 
from the assumption that women, like 
chattels, are the property of men. 

 Even the court agreed that “a man 
seducing the wife of another” was the most 
seen and felt evil in society. 
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 The IPC version of criminalising adultery 
with five years’ imprisonment is just a 
more moderate version of the Islamic 
versions which see it as a grave offence 
that deserves barbaric punishments like 
stoning and lashing.  

 Such laws serve as encouragement to peep 
into people’s bedrooms though only the 
husband can make a complaint. 

Law Commissions’ views 
 Law Commission of India in its 42nd 

report had recommended the retention of 
Section 497 in its present form with the 
modification that even the wife, who has 
sexual relations with a person other than 
her husband, should be made punishable 
for adultery. 

 But this was not accepted by Parliament. 
Malimath Committee’s view 

 In 2003, the Malimath Committee, 
constituted by the Union home ministry, 
declared that “there is no good reason for 

not meting out similar treatment to a wife 
who has sexual intercourse with a married 
man.” So, instead of confining itself to 
anyone who has sex with “the wife of 
another man”, the Malimath Committee 
said that Section 497 should penalise 
anyone who has sex with “the spouse of 
any other person”. 

 In 2006, the National Commission for 
Women rightly recommended that 
adultery be decriminalised. 

Way ahead 
 Most countries in the West have 

decriminalized adultery.  
 India should follow their example rather 

than split hairs over making it gender just. 
 The apex court’s re-visit signals a 

paradigm shift in the way the apex court 
views the modern Indian women.  

 The time has come for the society to realise 
that a woman is equal to her husband in 
every respect. 
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All India Radio – News Analysis 
 

Electrification of Rural India 
Background 

 Prime Minister recently interacted with the 
beneficiaries of electrification of far-flung 
areas.   

 In 2015, the PM had declared that all 
villages will be electrified within n1000 
days. 

 18,000 villages have been electrified fairly 
recently making all of India accessible to 
electricity. 

Criteria for Electrification of a Village 
 Basic infrastructure such as Distribution 

Transformer and Distribution lines are 
provided in the inhabited locality as well as 
the Dalit Basti hamlet where it exists. 

 Electricity is provided to public places like 
Schools, Panchayat Office, Health Centers, 
Dispensaries, Community centres etc. 

 The number of households electrified 
should be at least 10% of the total number 
of households in the village. 

The Government Programme Involves three 
stages 
Taking electricity to every village through the Deen 
Dayal Gram Jyoti Yojana. 

 The major components of the scheme are 
feeder separation; strengthening of sub-
transmission and distribution network; 
Metering at all levels (input points, feeders 
and distribution transformers); Microgrid 
and off-grid distribution network & Rural 
electrification. 

Taking electricity to every household-For this, the 
Sahaj Bijli Har ghar Yojana (Saubhagya Scheme) 

 The objective of the ‘Saubhagya’ is to 
provide energy access to all by last mile 
connectivity and electricity connections to 
all remaining un-electrified households in 
rural as well as urban areas to achieve 
universal household electrification in the 
country.  

 The beneficiaries for free electricity 
connections would be identified using 
Socio-Economic and Caste Census (SECC) 
2011 data.  

Ensuring 24/7 Electricity  
 For this, a large amount of work is being 

undertaken by various schemes. Under 
DDUGJY more than 3,500 substations, 4 lac 
transformers have been added  

Key Issues Plaguing the Power Sector 
Financial Health of the State Electricity Board 

 For this UDAY (Ujwal DISCOM Assurance 
Yojana) has been launched.  

 It provides for the financial turnaround and 
revival of Power Distribution companies 
(DISCOMs), and importantly also ensures a 
sustainable permanent solution to the 
problem. 

 This will be done through four initiatives  
o Improving operational efficiencies 

of DISCOMs 
o Reduction of cost of power 
o Reduction in interest cost of 

DISCOMs 
o Enforcing financial discipline on 

DISCOMs through alignment with 
State finances. 

Providing Cheap Power to Farmers 
 Niti Aayog has pitched for letting power 

utilities realize full market price from all 
consumers by doing away with cross-
subsidy provided to poor consumers. 

 However, Power is not just a commercial 
commodity in India. It is also a merit good 
required for the socio-economic 
development of the country, therefore a 
balance needs to be obtained in providing 
cheap electricity. 

Cost of Power 
 There is a need to have a proper energy 

mix. Cost efficiency is possible only when 
there is efficiency in the processes, 
irrespective of whether it is through the 
conventional sources or renewable source. 

 Therefore, increased efficiency, no 
leakages in the fuel side, reduction of 
transportation costs, coal reforms, and 
technological advancement are necessary 
for keeping the cost of power in check. 

Quality and Supply 
 Investments are done in rural and urban 

infrastructure for ensuring an 
uninterrupted supply of quality power. 

 Through DDGJY rural infrastructure is 
being added and augmented in the rural 
areas. 15000 crores have been allocated for 
feeder separation which will improve the 
quality of power. 

 
 The urban counterpart of this scheme is 

Integrated Power development scheme 
(IPDS). The objectives of this scheme are: 
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o Strengthening of sub-transmission 
and distribution network in the 
urban areas;  

o Metering of distribution 
transformers/feeders/consumers 
in the urban areas.  

o IT enablement of distribution 
sector and strengthening of the 
distribution network. 

 The scheme will help in reduction in AT&C 
losses, the establishment of IT-enabled 
energy accounting/auditing system, 
improvement in billed energy based on 
metered consumption and improvement in 
collection efficiency.  

 
 

Key Bills before Parliament 
Background  

 The Monsoon session will be held from 
18th July to 10th August. The session has a 
packed legislative agenda.  Presently, there 
are 68 Bills pending in Parliament.   

 Of these, 25 have been listed for 
consideration and passage.   

 In addition, 18 new Bills have been listed 
for introduction, consideration, and 
passage.  

 Key among them include the Bills that are 
going to replace the six Ordinances 
currently in force. 

Some of the Important Legislations scheduled 
to be taken up are 
Bills related to Women Empowerment 

 The Triple Talaq Bill, passed on the day of 
introduction in Lok Sabha, is pending in 
Rajya Sabha.  

 The parties are also keen on introducing 
the Women Reservation bill which has 
been pending for a long time.  

 It provides for the reservation of 1/3rd of 
seats in the Lok Sabha and State Legislative 
Assemblies. 

Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill, 
2016  

 It is an important social welfare bill which 
seeks to define who can be considered a 
transgender person, and also prohibits 
discrimination against them. 

National Commission for backward Classes 
 It seeks to empower the National 

Commission for Backward Commission so 
that they can summon people for inquiry 
and also award punishment. At present, the 
NCBC primarily has a recommendatory 
role. 

The Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order 
(Amendment) Bill  

 The Bill amends the Constitution 
(Scheduled Castes) Order, 1950.  

 The Constitution empowers the President 
to specify the Scheduled Castes in various 
states and union territories.   

 Further, it permits this list of notified 
Scheduled Castes (SC) to be modified by 
Parliament. Recently, some states 
proposed certain modifications to this list.    

 The Bill states that the Bill has been 
introduced to give effect to the changes 
proposed by the states.  

The Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill, 2018 
 It provides for stringent punishment 

including the death penalty for those 
convicted of raping girls below the age of 
12 years.  

 The amendment bill, once approved by 
Parliament, will replace the Criminal Law 
(Amendment) Ordinance promulgated on 
April 21, following an outcry over the rape 
and murder of a minor girl in Kathua in 
Jammu and Kashmir and the rape of 
another woman in Unnao in Uttar Pradesh. 

National Medical Commission Bill 
 The Bill sets up the National Medical 

Commission (NMC).   
 The NMC will regulate medical education 

and practice.  
 It will determine fees for up to 40% seats in 

private medical institutions and deemed 
universities. 

Bills which effect Labour 
 Factories amendment bill, the contract 

labour amendment bill etc. are aimed at 
aligning the labour norms with 
international standards and contribute to 
ease of doing business. 

The Negotiable Instruments (Amendment) Bill, 
2017 

 It was introduced in Lok Sabha on January 
2, 2018.   

 It seeks to amend the Negotiable 
Instruments Act, 1881.   

 The Act defines promissory notes, bills of 
exchange, and cheques.   
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 It also specifies penalties for bouncing of 
cheques and other violations with respect 
to such negotiable instruments. 

The Motor Vehicle Amendment bill 
 The Bill amends the Motor Vehicles Act, 

1988 to address issues such as third-party 
insurance, regulation of taxi aggregators, 
and road safety. 

The National Sports University Bill, 2018 
 Aims to establish a specialised sports 

university in Manipur to promote various 
aspects of sports such as management, 
technology, coaching etc. 

The Fugitive Economic Offenders Bill  

 It aims to confiscate the properties of 
people who have absconded the country in 
order to avoid facing prosecution for 
economic offences.   

 The Fugitive Economic Offenders Bill, 2018 
was introduced in Lok Sabha in March 
2018.  Subsequently, an Ordinance was 
promulgated on April 21, 2018. 

The Insolvency and Bankruptcy (Amendment) Bill 
 It aims to address existing challenges in the 

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code.   
 It amends the Code to include homebuyers 

as financial creditors in the insolvency 
resolution process. 

 
 

Government Resolve to address Farmer Distress 
Background 

 PM recently held a Kisan Kalyan rally in 
Midnapore in West Bengal. The purpose of 
the rally was to reassure the farmers of the 
country, that the government is committed 
to Doubling Farmers Income by 2022. 

Impact on Economy 
 Farmers are the backbone of our economy. 

Around the 50% of the workforce is 
involved in agriculture. If the Farmers 
income improves it will improve the 
demand base of the economy as purchasing 
power will improve. Hence along with 
agricultural growth non-agricultural 
growth will also occur. 

 Increase in farmers income will also have a 
positive impact on Social Indicators. 
Increased income will contribute to better 
health, increase in GER and literacy levels 
etc. Improved social conditions will, in turn, 
bring about increased productivity. 

 Increase in farmers income can be 
primarily brought about by - 

o Increasing Productivity  
o Decreasing the cost of Production 
o Adequate Institutional Credit 

Increase in MSP 
 The Govt recently increase the MSP of 

Kharif crops by more than 50%.  
 For the 1st time, profits for the farmers have 

been considered and the govt has 
committed to giving a 50% margin over the 
cost of production for Kharif crops.   

 This step will greatly contribute to the govt. 
the goal of Doubling Farmers Income by 
2022. 

 Another advantage of the new MSP is that 
it will promote the diversification of crops.  

 Relative price for Pulses and oilseeds have 
increased more than that for paddy and 
wheat, as a result, the farmers will be 
encouraged to shift towards pulses and 
core cereals like Ragi. 

 Crop diversification is ecologically very 
significant and important for the 
sustainability of agriculture. It will also 
diversify the nutrition basket and 
contribute to better health. 

Implementation Challenges 
 The new MSP will only benefit the farmers 

if there are adequate procurement centres. 
Support should be provided to FCI, co-
operative societies etc.   

 Moreover, the FCI, NAFED, Local Govt and 
State Govt have to work together to ensure 
that the benefits reach the farmers. 

Marketing Reforms 
 eNAM-The Government had launched the 

National Agriculture Market portal eNAM 
to connect e-mandis in several States.  

 It is a pan-India e-trading platform. It is 
designed to create a unified national 
market for agricultural commodities. 
Farmers can showcase their produce 
online from their nearest market and 
traders can quote price from anywhere.  

 
 It will result in increased numbers of 

traders and greater competition. It will also 
ensure open price discovery and better 
returns to farmers.  

 So far 585 markets have been fully 
integrated. 

Farmer Producer Organisation (FPO) 
 The govt is trying to promote FPOs through 

which the farmers will be empowered and 
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as a group, they will be able to participate 
in the market more efficiently. 

Infrastructure 
 In the recent budget, it was announced that 

the existing 22,000 rural haats will be 
upgraded into Gramin Agricultural Markets 
(GrAMs) to take care of the interests of 
more than 86% small and marginal 
farmers.  

 These GrAMs, electronically linked to e-
NAM and exempted from regulations of 
APMCs, will provide farmers facility to 
make a direct sale to consumers and bulk 
purchasers.  

 Moreover, an Agri-Market Infrastructure 
Fund with a corpus of Rs.2000 crore will be 
set up for developing and upgrading 
agricultural marketing infrastructure in the 
22000 Grameen Agricultural Markets 
(GrAMs) and 585APMCs. 

Zero Budget Farming 
 Zero Budget Natural Farming (ZBNF) is a 

set of farming methods, and also a 
grassroots peasant movement, which has 
spread to various states in India. It has 
attained wide success in southern India, 
especially the southern Indian state of 
Karnataka where it first evolved.  

 ‘zero budget’ farming promises to end a 
reliance on loans and drastically cut 
production costs, ending the debt cycle for 
desperate farmers. The word ‘budget’ 
refers to credit and expenses, thus the 
phrase 'Zero Budget' means without using 
any credit, and without spending any 
money on purchased inputs. 'Natural 
farming' means farming with Nature and 
without chemicals. 

Other Steps taken by the Govt 
Pradhan Mantri fasal Beema Yojana- 

 To provide insurance coverage and 
financial support to the farmers in the 
event of failure of any of the notified crop 
as a result of natural calamities, pests & 
diseases. 

 To stabilise the income of farmers to 
ensure their continuance in farming. 

 To encourage farmers to adopt innovative 
and modern agricultural practices. 

 To ensure the flow of credit to the 
agriculture sector. 

Neem Coating of Urea  
 The current policy is that Government has 

mandated all indigenous producers of Urea 
to produce 100% of urea as Neem coated 
urea only. This has the following benefits 

 Improvement in soil health; 

 Reduction in costs with respect to plant 
protection chemicals; 

 Reduction in pest and disease attack; 
 Preventing the diversion of highly 

subsidized urea towards non-agricultural 
purposes  

Soil Health Cards 
 Under the scheme, the government issues 

soil cards to farmers which will carry crop-
wise recommendations of nutrients and 
fertilizers required for the individual farms 
to help farmers to improve productivity 
through the judicious use of inputs. 

Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana 
 The major objective of the PMKSY is to 

achieve convergence of investments in 
irrigation at the field level, expand 
cultivable area under assured irrigation 
(Har Khet ko pani), improve on-farm water 
use efficiency to reduce wastage of water, 
enhance the adoption of precision-
irrigation and other water saving 
technologies (More crop per drop), 
enhance recharge of aquifers and introduce 
sustainable water conservation practices 
by exploring the feasibility of reusing 
treated municipal based water for peri-
urban agriculture and attract greater 
private investment in precision irrigation 
system.  
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