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News @ a glance 
POLITY 

 

1) Pradhan Mantri Laghu Vyapari 
Maan-dhan Yojana 

About  
▪ The National Pension Scheme for 

Traders and Self Employed Persons 
Yojana is a pension scheme for 
shopkeeper’s/ retail traders and self-
employed persons . 

▪ It is a voluntary and contribution based 
central sector scheme. 

▪ The traders in the age group of 18-40 years 
with an annual turnover, not exceeding 
Rs.1.5 crore and who are not a member of 
EPFO/ESIC/NPS/PM-SYM or an income tax 
payer, can join the scheme.  

▪ Under the scheme, 50% monthly 
contribution is payable by the beneficiary 
and equal matching contribution is paid by 
the Central Government.  

▪ Subscribers, after attaining the age of 60 
years, are eligible for a monthly minimum 
assured pension of Rs.3,000/- 

Why in News? 
▪ Just over 34,000 people have signed up for 

the National Pension Scheme for Traders, 
Shopkeepers and Self-Employed 
Persons.The Labour Ministry’s vision 
document in 2019 had set a target of 25 
lakh enrolments for the scheme in 2019-
2020. 

2) National Interlinking of Rivers 
Authority (NIRA) 

About National Interlinking of Rivers 
Authority 

▪ The proposed body is expected to take up 
both inter-State and intra-State projects.It 
will also make arrangements for generating 
up funds, internally and externally. 

▪ Headed by Union Minister of Jal Shakti, 
the panel includes Irrigation or Water 
Resources Ministers and Secretaries of 
States. 

▪ It is being assisted by a Task Force for ILR, 
which is a committee of experts essentially 

drawn from the Jal Shakti Ministry, Central 
Water Commission and the NWDA. 

About National River Linking Project 
(NRLP) 

▪ The NRLP formally known as the National 
Perspective Plan, envisages the transfer of 
water from water ‘surplus’ basins where 
there is flooding to water ‘deficit’ basins 
where there is drought/scarcity, through 
inter-basin water transfer projects. 

▪ It is designed to ease water shortages in 
western and southern India while 
mitigating the impacts of recurrent floods 
in the eastern parts of the Ganga basin. 

▪ Interlinking of rivers was conceived more 
than 125 years ago by Sir Arthur Cotton, 
mainly to facilitate trade but it was not 
implemented then. 

▪ The proposed NRLP, now comprises 29 
canals totalling 9,600 km, will involve the 
movement of 245 trillion litres of water. 

▪ If and when implemented, it will be one of 
the biggest inter-basin water transfer 
projects in the world. 

News in Detail: 
▪ An official of the National Water 

Development Agency (NWDA), which is 
responsible for the formulation of 
proposals of the linking of rivers, said an 
updated draft Cabinet note has been 
circulated to other Ministries in the Central 
government. 

▪ On receipt of comments, the note will be 
finalised by the Ministry of Jal Shakti and 
sent to the Union Cabinet for approval. 

▪ Once approved, the projects will be 
pursued as national projects, wherein the 
Centre will absorb 90% of the cost and the 
States concerned the rest. 
 
 

▪ As of now, six Inter-Linking River (ILR) 
projects — the Ken-Betwa, Damanganga-
Pinjal, Par-Tapi-Narmada, Manas-Sankosh-
Teesta-Ganga, Mahanadi-Godavari and 
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Godavari-Cauvery (Grand Anicut) — have 
been under examination of the authorities.  

Why in News? 
▪ The Central government is working on the 

establishment of proposed National 
Interlinking of Rivers Authority (NIRA), an 
exclusive body to implement inter-State 
and intra-State projects. It will also make 
arrangements for generating funds, 
internally and externally. 

3) Right of an Accused to be 
defended 

Why in News? 
▪ The Karnataka High Court observed that it 

is unethical and illegal for lawyers to pass 
resolutions against representing accused in 
court. 

Constitutional provisions  

▪ Article 22(1)- gives the fundamental right 
to every person not to be denied the right to 
be defended by a legal practitioner of his or 
her choice. 

▪ Article 14- provides for equality before the 
law and equal protection of the laws within 
the territory of India. 
Article 39A -e Directive Principles of state 
policy, states that equal opportunity to 
secure justice must not be denied to any 
citizen by reason of economic or other 
disabilities, and provides for free legal aid.  

Supreme Court’s resolutions by bar 
associations: 

▪ In 2010, a Supreme Court Bench of Justices 
Markandey Katju and Gyan Sudha Mishra 
dealt with the illegality of such resolutions 
(A S Mohammed Rafi vs State of Tamil 
Nadu, also referred to by the Karnataka 
High Court last month). 

▪ The 2010 case arose from a confrontation 
between a lawyer and policemen in 
Coimbatore in 2006, after which lawyers 
passed a resolution to not allow any lawyer 
to represent the police personnel. The 
Madras High Court ruled this 
“unprofessional”, after which lawyers 
appealed in the Supreme Court. 

▪ Supreme Court observations in 2010A S 
Mohammed Rafi vs State of Tamil Nadu 
case ruled that Such resolutions are wholly 
illegal, against all traditions of the bar 
and against professional ethics. 

▪ Every person, however wicked, 
depraved, vile, degenerate, perverted, 
loathsome, execrable, vicious or 
repulsive he may be regarded by society 
has a right to be defended in a court of 
law and correspondingly, it is the duty of 
the lawyer to defend him.” 

▪ Such resolutions were “against all norms of 
the Constitution, the statute and 
professional ethics”, called these “a 
disgrace to the legal community”, and 
declared them null and void. 

How are professional ethics of lawyers 
defined? 

▪ The Bar Council of India has Rules on 
Professional Standards, part of the 
Standards of Professional Conduct and 
Etiquette to be followed by lawyers under 
the Advocates Act. 

▪ An advocate is bound to accept any brief 
in the courts or tribunals, at a fee 
consistent with his standing at the Bar and 
the nature of the case. 

▪ The Rules provide for a lawyer refusing to 
accept a particular brief in “special 
circumstances”. 

▪ Last year, The Uttarakhand High Court 
clarified that these special circumstances 
refer to an individual advocate who may 
choose not to appear in a particular case, 
but who cannot be prohibited from 
defending an accused by any threat of 
removal of his membership of the bar 
association. 

How frequent are resolutions not to defend 
an accused? 

▪ After the 2008 terror attack in Mumbai, a 
resolution was passed against representing 
Ajmal Kasab. A Legal Aid lawyer was 
assigned the brief but he refused, while 
another who agreed to defend Kasab faced 
threats. Subsequently, a lawyer was 
appointed and given police security. 

▪ After the 2012 gangrape in Delhi, lawyers 
in Saket court passed a resolution not to 
defend the accused. 

▪ In Hyderabad last year, the Bar Association 
passed a resolution against representing 
four men who had been arrested for the 
rape and murder of a veterinary doctor, 
and who were later killed in an alleged 
encounter. 

▪ In 2017, the Supreme Court directed 
lawyers of the Gurgaon District Bar 
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Association not to obstruct any lawyer 
defending the accused in the murder of a 
seven-year-old schoolboy. 

Have lawyers faced action for such 
resolutions? 

▪ Under Section 15(2) of the Contempt of 
Courts Act, 1971, can be considered against 
advocates who interrupt court proceedings. 
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ENVIRONMENT 
 

1) E-Waste  
Why in news? 

▪ In Rajya Sabha, the centre has said that it 
has doubled the e-waste recycling in 018-
19 over 2017-18. 

▪ In FY 2018-2019, based on the sales data 
of 1,168 companies, the e-waste 
generation estimate was 7,71,215 tonnes 
of which 1,64,663 tonnes were recycled. 

▪ It substantiated by saying that this was 
possible due to changes made in E-waste 
management rules in 2018 (applicable 
from Oct 2017). 

What is E-waste? 

▪ Electronic waste (e-waste) typically 
includes discarded computer monitors, 
motherboards, mobile phones and 
chargers, compact discs, headphones, 
television sets, air conditioners and 
refrigerators.  

▪ According to the Global E-Waste Monitor 
2017, India generates about 2 million 
tonnes (MT) of e-waste annually and 
ranks fifth among e-waste producing 
countries, after the US, China, Japan and 
Germany.  

▪ Most of India’s e-waste is recycled by the 
informal sector and under hazardous 
conditions 

 
E-waste Management Rules 
▪ Laws to manage e-waste have been in 

place in India since 2011, mandating that 
only authorised dismantlers and recyclers 
collect e waste.  

▪ E-waste (Management) Rules, 2016 was 
enacted on October 1, 2017. Over 21 

products (Schedule-I) were included 
under the purview of the rule. 

▪ The rule also extended its purview to 
components or consumables or parts or 
spares of Electrical and Electronic 
Equipment (EEE), along with their 
products. The rule has strengthened the 
Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR), 
which is the global best practice to ensure 
the take-back of the end-of-life products. 

▪ The Extended Producer Responsibility 
(EPR) requires producers to set up e-
waste exchange facilities to facilitate 
collection and recycling, and assigning 
specific responsibility to bulk consumers 
of electronic products for safe disposal. 

▪ A new arrangement called Producer 
Responsibility Organisation (PRO) has 
been introduced to strengthen EPR 
further. The producers have to meet 
targets, which should be 20 percent of the 
waste generated by their sales. This will 
increase by 10 per cent annually for the 
next five years.  

2) Sukhna Lake 
About 

 
▪ Sukhna lake is a manmade lake 

constructed in 1958. 
▪ It is a rain-fed lake, located within 

Chandigarh and its catchment area falls 
both in Punjab and Haryana. 

parens patriae jurisdiction 

▪ The doctrine of Parens Patriae (father of 
the country) had originated in British law 
as early as the 13th century. It implies 
that the King is the father of the country 
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and is under obligation to look after the 
interest of those who are unable to look 
after themselves. 

▪ The idea behind Parens Patriae is that if a 
citizen is in need of someone who can act 
as a parent who can make decisions and 
take some other action, Sometimes the 
State is best qualified to take on this role.  

Why in news? 

▪ Punjab and Haryana High Court declared 
Chandigarh’s Sukhna lake as a living 
entity using the parens patriae doctrine. 

▪ By declaring Sukhna lake as legal entity-
legal person-juristic person-juridical 
person-moral person-artificial person for 
its survival, preservation and 
conservation having distinct persona with 
corresponding rights, duties and liabilities 
of a living person.  

▪ All the citizens of Union Territory, 
Chandigarh, are hereby declared as loco 
parentis as the human face to save 
Sukhna lake from extinction 

▪ The court directed Punjab and Haryana to 
pay ₹100 crore each as exemplary, 
punitive, special damages for restoration 
of the catchment area of Sukhna lake 
falling in their respective areas. This 
amount shall be deposited with the 
Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change. 

▪ The court has ordered the demolition of 
all the structures in Sukhna’s catchment 
area within three months. 

▪ It said that the State is bound to pay 
exemplary-penal damages under the 
doctrine of ‘Polluter Pays’. 

3) Red-crowned roof turtle 
About 

 
 
▪ The red crowned roofed turtle (Batagur 

kachuga) is one of the most endangered of 

India’s 24 freshwater turtle species, with 
only around an estimated 400 breeding 
females at the last overall survey in 2011. 

▪ The Chambal River of North Central India 
hosts the main surviving population of the 
species. 

▪ At the end of the rainy season, the faces 
and necks of males develop a spectacular 
courtship coloration of red, yellow, white 
and blue. During the nesting season from 
February to March females dig nests in 
the sand banks of rivers and lay an 
average of 17 eggs. 

▪ It is listed under CRITICALLY 
ENDANGERED species in IUCN list. 

▪ Due to human interference which is 
creating habitat loss due to sand mining, 
illegal fishing, and poaching of eggs and 
meat.  

Madras Crocodile Bank Trust 

 
▪ Romulus and Zai Whitaker established 

the Madras Crocodile Bank Trust in 1976 
with the specific goal of securing breeding 
populations of the three species of Indian 
crocodile: the mugger (Crocodylus 
palustris), the saltwater crocodile 
(Crocodylus porosus) and the rarest of all, 
the gharial (Gavialis gangeticus) to stop 
their illegal hunting. 

▪ Today Croc Bank is home to 17 species of 
crocodilians, three of which are listed by 
the IUCN as critically endangered with a 
further three listed as threatened. 

▪ As the need for the conservation of 
reptiles grew, the Croc Bank increased its 
repertoire to include turtles, lizards and 
snakes and it came to be known as the 
Madras Crocodile Bank Trust and Center 
for Herpetology in 2003. The Croc Bank 
now successfully breeds several species of 
threatened chelonians, including two 
listed as critically endangered. 

Why in news? 

▪ A  Finland based Indian family has 
adopted a red crowned turtle from 
Madras Crocodile Bank recently. 
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4) Whale shark 
▪ Whale sharks are harmless, slow-moving 

mammals that feed on phytoplanktons, 
micro-algae and small sea animals.  

▪ They have many rows of teeth that play 
no role in feeding. They suck water and 
close their mouth to expel the water 
through their gills. During this ‘filter 
feeding’ process, they also suck up their 
food. 

▪ whale sharks are classified as endangered 
by IUCN status. 

▪ Whale sharks have a long childhood. At 
the age of 25, the offspring are ready to 
have their own young. They may live 100 
to 150 years. 

Why in news? 

▪ A 14.9 ft.-long whale shark, washed to the 
coast near Sunapur in Odisha’s Ganjam 
district, died despite attempts by 
fishermen to save it. 

 
5) Eurasian otter found in 

Chilika Lake 
Eurasian Otter 
▪ The Eurasian otter is one of the most 

widespread mammal species. It lives on 
the European, Asian, and African 
continents, and is native to around 81 
different countries. 

▪ It is a near threatened animal according 
to IUCN. 

▪ The Eurasian otter always lives near 
water, but the type of water body varies. 
They live near streams, rivers, lakes, 
swamps, and along coastlines, depending 
on the country. This species prefers areas 
where there is a lot of plant life along the 
shore or river bank. 

▪ They build their nests on land, sometimes 
by digging tunnels, and sometimes by 

using existing shelters such as tree roots, 
caves, and vegetation.  

▪ They are typically nocturnal, which 
means they sleep during the day and are 
most active at night, though this varies 
somewhat by country. For the most part 
Eurasian otters live alone, except when a 
mother has young babies. 

▪ The flat-headed otter of south-east 
Asia is the only other feline that shares 
similar features. This makes them 
unique among all 39 extant cat species. 

 
Why in news? 

▪ Researchers conducting a study in 
Odisha’s Chilika Lake have found the 
presence of a viable, breeding population 
of a fishing cat (Eurasian Otter) in the 
brackish water lagoon. 

About Chilika Lake 
▪ Chilika lake is a large brackish Water 

Lagoon with estuarine character that 
sprawls along the eastern coast in 
Odisha.  

▪ It is the largest wintering ground for 
migratory birds on the Indian sub-
continent and is home to a number of 
threatened species of plants and animals. 

▪ In 1981, Chilika Lake was designated the 
first Indian wetland of international 
importance under the Ramsar 
Convention. 

▪ Major attraction at Chilika is Irrawady 
dolphins which are often spotted off 
Satpada Island. 

▪ The large Nalabana Island (Forest of 
Reeds) covering about 16 sq km in the 
lagoon area was declared a bird sanctuary 
in 1987. 

  

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/india-backs-dhanauri-for-ramsar-site-tag
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/india-backs-dhanauri-for-ramsar-site-tag
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ECONOMY  
 
1) Supreme Court sets aside RBI 

ban  
Background 
▪ In a circular in 2018, the RBI had banned 

banks from dealing with virtual currency 
exchanges and individual holders on the 
grounds that these currencies had no 
underlying fiat and that it was necessary in 
the larger public interest to stop banks 
from providing any services related to 
these. 

What are virtual currencies? Are they 
different from cryptocurrencies? 

▪ Virtual currency is the larger umbrella 
term for all forms of non-fiat currency 
being traded online. Virtual currencies are 
mostly created, distributed and accepted in 
local virtual networks.  

▪ (Fiat currency refers to any currency lacking 
intrinsic value that is declared legal tender 
by a government) 

▪ Cryptocurrencies, on the other hand, have 
an extra layer of security, in the form of 
encryption algorithms. Cryptographic 
methods are used to make the currency as 
well as the network on which they are 
being traded, secure.  

▪ Most cryptocurrencies now operate on the 
blockchain or distributed ledger 
technology, which allows everyone on the 
network to keep track of the transactions 
occurring globally. 

Why did the RBI ban virtual currencies? 
▪ Owing to the lack of any underlying fiat, 

episodes of excessive volatility in their 
value, and their anonymous nature which 
goes against global money-laundering 
rules, the RBI initially flagged its concerns 
on trade and use of the currency.  

▪ Risks and concerns about data security and 
consumer protection on the one hand, and 
far-reaching potential impact on the 
effectiveness of monetary policy itself on 
the other hand, also had the RBI worried 
about virtual currencies. 

Why in News? 
▪ The Supreme Court has set aside a ban by 

the RBI on banks and financial institutions 
from dealing with virtual currency holders 
and exchanges. 

▪ The court held that the ban did not pass 
the “proportionality” test. It held that the 
test of proportionality of any action by the 
government must pass the test of Article 
19(1)(g), which states that all citizens of 
the country will have the right to practise 
any profession, or carry on any occupation 
or trade and business. 

2) Purchasing Managers' Index 
(PMI) 

What is PMI? 
▪ Purchasing Managers' Index (PMI) is an 

economic indicator which indicates the 
business activity & economic health of 
both the manufacturing and service 
sectors. 

▪ PMI of India is published by Japanese 
firm Nikkei. 

▪ Unlike the Index of Industrial Production 
(IIP) which indicates the changes in 
production volume or output, the PMI is 
an investor sentiment tracking index and 
is more dynamic in nature. They are 
derived from monthly surveys of about 
400 private companies. 

▪ Variables used for calculating the PMI are: 
Output, New Orders, Employment, Input 
Costs, Output Prices, Backlogs of Work, 
Export Orders, Quantity of Purchases, 
Suppliers’ Delivery Times, Stocks of 
Purchases and Stocks of Finished Goods. 

How to read PMI? 
▪ While PMI >50 implies an expansion of 

business and economic activity, PMI <50 
means contraction. 

Why in News? 
▪ After touching an eight-year high in 

January, India’s manufacturing sector 
growth slowed in February, according to 
the latest PMI data. 

▪ The manufacturing PMI for India declined 
from 55.3 in January to 54.5 in February.  

▪ The slowdown in growth is mainly due to 
the worries over the impact of the Covid-19 
outbreak on exports and supply chains. 

3) US Fed cuts interest rates 
What’s in the news? 
▪ The U.S. Federal Reserve (Fed) has cut 

interest rates in an emergency move 
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designed to shield the world's largest 
economy from the impact of the 
coronavirus. 

▪ It was the Fed's first emergency rate cut 
since 2008 at the height of the financial 
crisis. 

What will be the impact on India? 
▪ Theoretically, a rate cut in the US is 

positive for emerging market 
economies. 

▪ Emerging economies such as India tend 
to have higher inflation and, thereby, 
higher interest rates than those in 
developed countries such as the US and 
Europe.  

▪ As a result, Foreign Institutional 
Investors (FIIs) would want to borrow 
money in the US at low interest rates in 
dollar terms, and then invest that money 
in bonds of emerging countries such as 
India in rupee terms to earn a higher rate 
of interest. 

▪ When the US Fed cuts its interest rates, 
the difference between the interest rates 
(known as interest rate differential) of 
the two countries increases, thus making 
India more attractive for foreign 
investors. It results in inflow of foreign 
investments towards India and other 
emerging economies. 

4) Cabinet nod for changes to 
Companies Act  

About CSR 
▪ Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) is a 

management concept through which a 
company achieves a balance of economic, 
environmental and social imperatives 
(“Triple-Bottom-Line- Approach”). 

▪ India is the first country in the world to 
make CSR mandatory, following an 
amendment to The Company Act, 2013. 

▪ Any company that has a net worth of at 
least Rs 500 crore, a turnover of Rs 1,000 
crore or a net profit of Rs 5 crore is obliged 
to spend 2% of its average profits over 
the last three years on CSR. 

▪ Businesses can invest their profits in areas 
such as education, poverty, gender equality, 
and hunger. 

Why in News? 
▪ The Union Cabinet has approved proposals 

to amend the Companies Act, 2013, in a bid 
to decriminalise a number of offences 

and ease CSR norms. Violation of CSR 
norms is also among the offences that have 
been decriminalised. 

▪ The proposed amendments will also ensure 
that companies which have an obligation to 
spend ₹50 lakh per annum or less on CSR 
are no longer required to have a CSR 
committee.  

▪ Companies that spend more than the 
mandatory 2% on CSR in a particular year 
can carry it forward as credit for 
fulfilment of CSR obligations for the next 
few years. 

High-level panel 
▪ The amendments are based on the 

recommendations of a high-level panel set 
up under the chairmanship of Injeti 
Srinivas in September 2019. 

▪ The changes are expected to facilitate the 
ease of doing business in the country. 

5) Public sector bank mergers get 
approval 

What’s in the news? 
▪ The Union Cabinet has approved the 

consolidation of 10 public sector banks 
(PSBs) into four 'mega banks'. 

▪ At present, India has 18 state-owned banks 
compared with 27 in 2017. After the 
merger, the number will further come 
down to 12. 

Details on the merger 
▪ The central government had announced the 

mega merger in August last year. 
▪ The consolidation of 10 PSBs into four 

includes the merger of Oriental Bank of 
Commerce and United Bank of India into 
Punjab National Bank, the amalgamation of 
Syndicate Bank into Canara Bank, the 
merger of Andhra Bank and Corporation 
Bank into Union Bank of India, and the 
amalgamation of Allahabad Bank into 
Indian Bank.  

▪ (Amalgamation is the consolidation or 
combination of two or more companies 
known as the amalgamating companies, 
whereas merger refers to the consolidation 
of two or more business entities to form one 
single joint entity with the new management 
structure and new business ownership) 

Advantages of Bank consolidation 
▪ The Mega consolidation would help create 

banks with scale comparable to global 
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banks and capable of competing effectively 
in India and globally. 

▪ In addition, consolidation would also 
provide impetus to amalgamated entities 
by increasing their ability to support 
larger ticket-size lending and have 
competitive operations by virtue of greater 
financial capacity. 

▪ For existing customers of all the 
amalgamating banks, the process will 
increase access to banking services by 
about 3,000 branches or more.  

▪ The adoption of best practices across 
amalgamating entities would enable the 
banks improve their cost efficiency and risk 
management, and also boost the goal of 
financial inclusion through wider reach. 

▪ Further, with the adoption of technologies 
across the amalgamating banks, access to a 
wider talent pool and a larger database, 
PSBs would be in a position to gain 
competitive advantage by leveraging 
analytics in a rapidly digitalising banking 
landscape. 

Challenges of Bank consolidation 
▪ Merger of PSBs would not be possible 

without significant support from the 
government. This would be critical to 
shore up buffers of the acquiring bank till 
the merger process is complete. 

▪ Merger of banks might result in closure of 
many branches, administrative offices, 
ATMs, processing centers, etc. It affects the 
idea of decentralization as many banks 
have a regional audience to cater to and 
customers often respond very emotionally 
to a bank acquisition. 

▪ Larger banks are more vulnerable to 
global economic crises. 

▪ PSB consolidation attempts typically face 
resistance from employee unions and 
employees who might be adversely 
impacted by job losses. 

▪ Acquiring banks have to handle the burden 
of weaker banks. 

6) Yes Bank crisis 

 
 
What’s in the news? 
▪ The RBI has placed Yes Bank under 

moratorium (temporary suspension of 

activities until future events warrant lifting 
the suspension or related issues have been 
resolved) and also capped the deposit 
withdrawals at Rs 50,000 per depositor. 

What is it issue? 
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▪ Between 2004, when it was launched, and 
2015, Yes Bank was one of the buzziest 
banks. In 2015, UBS, a global financial 
services company, raised the first red flag 
about its asset quality. The UBS report 
stated that Yes Bank had loaned more than 
its net worth to companies that were 
unlikely to pay back.  

▪ However, Yes Bank continued to extend 
loans to several big firms and became the 
fifth-largest private sector lender. 

▪ The type of firms and sectors to which 
Yes Bank was lending resulted in the start 
of the crisis.  

▪ According to one estimate, as much as 25% 
of all Yes Bank loans were extended to 
Non-Banking Financial Companies, real 
estate firms, and the construction sector. 
These were the three sectors of the Indian 
economy that have struggled the most over 
the past few years. 

▪ Yes Bank’s NPAs (7.4%) were not as 
alarmingly high as some of the other banks 
in the country. But what made it more 
susceptible to bankruptcy was its inability 
to honestly recognise its NPAs. 

▪ Yes Bank fared poorly on Provision 
Coverage Ratio (PCR), which essentially 
maps the ability of a bank to deal with 

NPAs. (PCR gives an indication of the 
provision made against bad loans from the 
profit generated) 

▪ While debtors failing to pay back was the 
central problem, what further compounded 
Yes Bank’s financial problems was the 
reaction of its depositors. As Yes Bank 
faltered on NPAs, its share price went down 
and public confidence in it fell.  

▪ This reflected in massive withdrawals by 
existing depositors, who pulled out over Rs 
18,000 crore between April and September 
last year. It is estimated that up to 20% 
more withdrawals could have happened 
between October and February. 

▪ So essentially, Yes Bank lost out on capital 
(money) from both depositors and debtors. 

RBI’s measures 
▪ The RBI announced that it was superseding 

the Yes Bank Board of Directors for a 
period of 30 days owing to serious 
deterioration in the financial position of the 
Bank.  

▪ The RBI has also released its draft revival 
plan for Yes Bank.  

▪ Accordingly, State Bank of India could pick 
up 49% stake, and hold on to at least 26% 
for the next three years. 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
 

1) U.S.-Taliban peace agreement 
Key elements of the deal 
▪ The US-Taliban agreement calls for a 

phased withdrawal of American and 
coalition forces and also requires the 
Taliban to initiate a formal dialogue with 
the Afghan government and other political 
and civil society groups on a permanent 
nationwide ceasefire and power-sharing in 
post-war Afghanistan. 

▪ A full withdrawal of all US and coalition 
forces would occur within 14 months of 
this deal getting signed, if Taliban fulfil 
their end of the deal. 

▪ Up to 5,000 Taliban prisoners will be 
released and the Taliban will release up to 
1,000 prisoners by March 10. 

▪ The United States will work with the UN 
Security Council to remove Taliban 
members from sanctions by May 2020. 

What’s in the news? 
▪ The U.S. signed a peace deal with the 

Taliban which represents a step towards 
ending the 18-year-war in Afghanistan. 

▪ The deal was signed in the Qatari capital 
Doha, which is the Taliban’s political 
headquarters. 

India welcomes U.S.-Taliban peace 
agreement 

▪ India has welcomed the agreement 
between the U.S. and the Taliban.  

▪ Indian government said that it would 
support all opportunities that could bring 
peace, security and stability in Afghanistan. 

2) U.N. rights body to move 
Supreme Court on CAA 

About OHCHR 
▪ The Office of the High Commissioner for 

Human Rights (OHCHR) is the leading UN 
entity on human rights, headquartered in 
Geneva, Switzerland.  

▪ The office was established by the UN 
General Assembly in 1993 in the wake of 
the 1993 World Conference on Human 
Rights. 

▪ OHCHR is led by the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, the principal human rights 
official of the UN. 

▪ The General Assembly of the UN entrusted 
the OHCHR with a unique mandate to 

promote and protect all human rights 
established in the UN Charter and in 
international human rights laws and 
treaties. 

Why in News? 
▪ In an unprecedented and rare move, the 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human 
Rights announced that it plans to file an 
application in the Indian Supreme Court, 
urging to make the UN body a third party in 
the petitions challenging the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Act (CAA).   

India’s response 
▪ The Ministry of External Affairs said the 

CAA is an internal matter of India and the 
OHCHR had no right to file such petition. 

3) Turkey-Russia agree on 
ceasefire in Syria’s Idlib 

Background 
▪ The nine-year-old war in Syria is currently 

raging in the northwestern province of 
Idlib, with rapidly escalating tensions 
between government forces of President 
Bashar al-Assad and the Turkish military. 

▪ Russia and Turkey are on rival sides of 
Syria’s war, with Russia supporting the 
Syrian government of Bashar al-Assad and 
Turkey backing anti-government fighters. 

▪ The Syrian government has been pushing 
for weeks to recapture Idlib, which, along 
with parts of neighbouring Hama, Latakia 
and Aleppo, are the last remaining 
strongholds of the rebel opposition. Turkey 
had sent thousands of troops into Syria to 
halt a Syrian offensive aimed at retaking 
territory in Idlib province. 

▪ An attack by Syrian government forces on 
February 27 killed 34 Turkish soldiers, 
following which Turkey launched 
Operation Spring Shield on March 1. 
Since the attack, Russia had rapidly 
increased its military presence in Syria. 

▪ These incidents sparked fears of a direct 
military conflict between Turkey and 
Russia. 

Idlib’s strategic location 
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▪ Idlib’s proximity to the Turkish border 

makes it not only important for the Syrian 
government, but also a cause of concern for 
Turkey. 

▪ For Turkey, which is presently hosting 
some 36 lakh refugees, more conflict in 

Idlib would only serve to displace more 
people, pushing them towards the Turkish 
border. 

Why in News? 
▪ In Moscow, Russian President Vladimir 

Putin and his Turkish counterpart Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan agreed on a ceasefire deal 
to de-escalate the situation in Syria. 

4) Two-state solution 
Israel-Palestine conflict 
▪ Jerusalem lies in the heart of the Israel-

Palestine conflict. The tussle is over who 
gets to control the ancient city that is 
sacred to Jews, Muslims and Christians.  

▪ After the end of the First Arab-Israel War 
in 1948, Jerusalem was partitioned into 
West and East, under Israeli and 
Palestinian control respectively.  

▪ But in June 1967, during the Six-Day Arab-
Israel War, Israel snatched East Jerusalem 
from Jordanian forces, and Israel’s 
Parliament declared the territory had been 
annexed to Israel. 

▪ This marginalised the Palestinians, who 
wanted East Jerusalem to be their capital 
under the “two-state solution”. 

▪ What is it? 
▪ Its basis is two separate states, Israel and 

Palestine, living peacefully side by side on 

the land between the western bank of the 
Jordan river and the Mediterranean Sea.  

▪ This territory would be divided broadly 
along the pre-1967 armistice line or 
“green line” 
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▪ Jerusalem, which both sides want as their 
capital, would be shared. 

▪ Past negotiations have failed to make 
progress and there are currently no fresh 
talks in prospect. 

▪ India’s position 
▪ Despite Israel’s hold over the Jerusalem, in 

2016, the UN reaffirmed that Jerusalem’s 
Palestinian territories were under “hostile 
occupation”. 

▪ Most of the foreign embassies to Israel are 
in Tel Aviv, not Jerusalem.  

▪ Undeterred by the refusal of the 
international community to endorse the 
annexation, Israel added over 200,000 
Jewish settlers to the once-almost entirely 
Arab East Jerusalem.  

▪ India has traditionally backed a two-
state solution, and assured that the Indian 
embassy would stay in Tel Aviv. 

▪ Committee on the Exercise of the 
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian 
People 

▪ The Committee on the Exercise of the 
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People 
(CEIRPP) was established by the UN 
General Assembly (UNGA) in 1975. 

▪ UNGA requested the CEIRPP to recommend 
a programme of implementation to enable 
the Palestinian people to exercise their 
inalienable rights to self-determination 
without external interference, national 
independence and sovereignty; and to 
return to their homes and property from 
which they had been displaced. 

▪ Why in News? 
▪ In a recent discussions with the Committee 

on the Exercise of the Inalienable rights of 
the Palestinian People, Indian government 
reiterated its traditional stand in support of 
a two-state solution on the Israel-Palestine 
issue. 
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

1) Kr00k - Cybersecurity 
vulnerability 

Why in News? 

 
▪ ESET, a Slovak cybersecurity firm, has for 

the last one year been working in 
collaboration with manufacturers of two 
specific WiFi chips, which were found to 
have been vulnerable to attack by hostile 
parties.  

News in Detail 
▪ According to a report released by ESET, the 

vulnerability named Kr00k was discovered 
while the firm was conducting research 
into KRACK, a series of attacks on WiFi 
devices that was detected last year.  

▪ In subsequent investigations, ESET 
discovered that WiFI chips manufactured 
by Broadcom and Cypress had the Kr00k 
vulnerability.  

▪ Chips from both these companies have a 
high market share and are used in a wide 
range of WiFi-enabled devices. 

▪ Any device with a WiFi chip manufactured 
by these two companies is vulnerable to 
attack, as long as the device is connected to 
a WiFi network and the hacker is within the 
range of the same network.  

▪ Once a hacker gets access to any device for 
even a short period of time, they can do 
anything, including planting a malware or 
intercepting sensitive information that is 
being sent or received via the Internet. 

▪ ESET said the devices that tested positive 
for the vulnerability include the Amazon 
Echo, Amazon Kindle, Apple iPad mini 2, 

Apple iPhone 6, 6s, 8 and XR, Apple 
MacBook Air, Google Nexus 5, 6, and 6s, 
Raspberry Pi 3, Samsung Galaxy S4, S8 and 
Xiaomi Redmi 3s, as well as some WiFi 
access points by Huawei and Asus. 

▪ The manufacturers have since released for 
all the vulnerable devices security patches 
that users can install to address the 
vulnerability. 

What is a KRACK attack? 
▪ Key reinstallation attacks (KRACK) are a 

type of cyber attack that exploit 
vulnerability in WPA2 for the purpose of 
stealing data transmitted over networks. 

What is WPA2? 
▪ Wi-Fi Protected Access II (WPA2) is a 

security protocol that protects virtually all 
secured WiFi networks.  

▪ WPA2 uses strong encryption to protect 
communications between a user’s device 
and the device providing the WiFi.  

▪ This is meant to stop anyone who might 
intercept the communication from making 
sense of the captured data. 

2) Swathi Weapon Locating 
Radars (WLR) 

About Swathi WLR 

 
▪ Swathi WLR was indigenously developed 

by the Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO) and 
manufactured by Bharat Electronics 
Limited (BEL). 

▪ It is an electronically scanned phased 
array radar and automatically locates 
hostile artillery, mortars and rocket 
launchers and tracks friendly fire to 
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locate the impact point of friendly artillery 
fire to issue necessary corrections. 

▪ According to the DRDO, the radar is 
designed to detect projectiles with small 
cross section across the battlespace 
horizon, and has the capability to handle 
simultaneous fire from weapons deployed 
at multiple locations. 

▪ The radar uses advanced signal 
processing techniques for detection and 
tracking projectiles in the presence of 
ground, weather clutter and other forms of 
interference in Electronic Warfare scenario. 

▪ During the Kargil conflict in 1999, 
Indian Army faced limitations as it did 
not have any WLRs and they were the 
first weapon systems procured from 
the U.S. once the defence sales 
commenced a few years later. 

Why in News? 
▪ BEL won a $40 mn order for supplying 

four Weapon Locating Radars (WLR) to 
Armenia beating firms from Russia and 
Poland in the competition. 

3) RaIDer-X - explosive detection 
device 

Why in News? 

▪ RaIDer-X, a new explosive detection device, 
was unveiled at the National Workshop 
on Explosive Detection (NWED-2020) in 
Pune. 

About RaIDer-X 
▪ RaIDer-X has been co-developed by High 

Energy Materials Research Laboratory 
(HEMRL), Pune and Indian Institute of 
Science, Bangalore. 

▪ RaIDer-X has the capability to detect 
explosives from a stand-off distance.  

▪ The data library can be built in the system 
to expand its capability to detect a number 
of explosives in pure form as well as 
with the contaminants.  

▪ Bulk explosive in concealed condition can 
also be detected by the device. 

About NWED-2020 
▪ The NWED-2020 was a two-day 

workshop organised by HEMRL Pune on 
its diamond jubilee celebration.  

▪ The workshop will help in the further 
development of explosive detection devices 
and keep abreast on the recent 

development and advancements in the field 
of explosive detection. 

About HEMRL 
▪ HEMRL Pune is a premier laboratory of 

DRDO.  
▪ It provides a platform to scientists, 

technocrats and users to share knowledge, 
experience and updated information on the 
technological advancements made in the 
recent past.  

4) Colistin-resistant bacteria of 
food origin 

What is Colistin? 

▪ Colistin, also known as polymyxin E, is an 
antibiotic used as a last-resort for 
multidrug-resistant Gram negative 
bacterial infections including pneumonia. 

▪ It comes in a form of injection into a vein 
or muscle or inhaled, known as 
colistimethate sodium and one which is 
applied to the skin or taken by mouth, 
known as colistin sulfate. 

▪ It is on the World Health Organization's 
List of Essential Medicines, the safest and 
most effective medicines needed in a health 
system. 

▪ It is available as a generic medication. 
Colistin resistance 
▪ Resistance to colistin is beginning to 

appear as of 2017. 
▪ Colistin-resistant bacteria can be of 

hospital origin or food origin.  
▪ Colistin-resistant bacteria of hospital origin 

do not respond to any of the antibiotics, 
including carbapenem while colistin-
resistant bacteria of food origin will 
respond to carbapenem. 

Why in News? 
▪ In a study conducted in a hospital in 

Chennai involving stool samples, it was 
found that 51% of the patients harbour 
colistin-resistant bacteria in the gut. 

Findings of the study 
▪ The study concludes that colistin usage in 

poultry is the major reason than its usage 
in hospitals for the bacteria to develop 
widespread colistin resistance. 

▪ So even if hospital usage of colistin is 
rationale and scientific that will hardly 
make any difference in the generation of 
colistin resistance.  

▪ The only way out is to control the use of 
colistin in poultry. 
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Food origin colistin resistance 
▪ Colistin-resistant Klebsiella bacteria were 

widely present in poultry and raw 
vegetables.  

▪ The main cause of colistin resistance in 
food is due to the rampant use of colistin in 
poultry.  

▪ Since poultry litter is used as manure to 
grow vegetables, colistin-resistant bacteria 
are found in vegetables as well. 

How resistance is conferred? 
▪ Majority of infections by colistin-resistant 

Klebsiella in humans are due to mutations 
in the mgrB gene or other chromosomal 
genes. 

▪ A minority (less than 3%) of colistin-
resistant Klebsiella bacterial infections in 
humans is contributed by the mcr gene.  

4) ‘K2-18b’ - exoplanet conducive 
for life 

Why in News? 

▪ A nearby exoplanet with rain clouds in its 
atmosphere may have habitable conditions 
at its surface. 

News in Detail 
▪ The planet, dubbed K2-18b, is 124 light-

years away and 2.6 times the radius of 
Earth.  

▪ Last year, astronomers detected clouds of 
liquid water in the planet’s hydrogen-rich 
atmosphere, a first for such a small planet. 

▪ K2-18b, which is midway in size between 
Earth and Neptune, is in the habitable 
zone (Goldilocks Zone) of its star, so 
liquid water on its surface is possible. 

5) DETECTR system - method to 
detect virus associated with a 
rare skin cancer 

About Merkel cell carcinoma 

▪ It is a rare and aggressive type of skin 
cancer. 

▪ Merkel cell carcinoma is associated with 
old age, excessive exposure to 
ultraviolet light and a weak immune 
system. 

▪ A virus that is part of the normal skin flora 
– the Merkel cell polyomavirus – can get 
integrated in the human genome and 
undergo a mutation which causes it to 
promote the cancer.  

▪ Earlier studies have shown that the Merkel 
cell carcinoma caused by the virus is less 

aggressive and progresses slower than that 
caused by excessive exposure to ultraviolet 
light. 

Why in News? 
▪ A team from National Centre for 

Biological Sciences, Bengaluru, has 
developed a diagnostic system to detect 
the presence of Merkel cell polyomavirus 
in Merkel cell carcinoma tumours.  

News in Detail 
▪ The researchers have developed a test 

using the CRISPR-CAS12 technology that 
can identify the virus in the tumour and 
give off a fluorescence to indicate the 
presence of the virus.  

▪ This is an important development, both, 
from the point of view of diagnostics and 
giving a prognosis for the condition. 

▪ For more about CRISPR-Cas technology, 
refer to Officers’ Pulse Issue No. 18. 

DETECTR system 
▪ The team adopted a system named 

DETECTR (DNA endonuclease-targeted 
CRISPR trans reporter). 

▪ The system consists of three components: 
identifier, switch and reporter.  

▪ The identifier is a “guide RNA” which can 
recognise and bind to a section of the 
Merkel cell polyomavirus.  

▪ The switch is a DNA-cutting enzyme 
known as CAS-12a which gets attached to 
the guide RNA after it finds its target DNA.  

▪ The reporter consists of a single stranded 
DNA tagged with a fluorescent molecule. 

6) 2020 AV2 - asteroid closer to 
the Sun 

Why in News? 

▪ For the first time, an asteroid has been 
found orbiting closer to the sun than Venus 
— a neighbourhood where asteroids are 
thought to be rare and tricky to find.  

News in Detail 
▪ The asteroid, designated 2020 AV2, orbits 

the sun once every 151 days along an 
elongated trajectory that keeps it between 
the orbits of Mercury and Venus.  

▪ Such asteroids — known as Vatiras — 
were first predicted in 2012, but until now, 
no one had ever found one. 

▪ Asteroids that live inside Earth’s orbit are 
notoriously difficult to find because they 
spend most of their time close to the sun.  
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▪ Astronomers can therefore look for such 
objects only during brief periods of 
twilight.  

About Vatiras 
▪ Vatira asteroids are a subclass of Atiras 

that orbit entirely interior to the orbit of 
Venus.  

▪ Atira asteroids or Apohele asteroids, also 
known as interior-Earth objects (IEOs), 
are asteroids whose orbits are entirely 
confined within Earth's orbit. 

▪ According to computer simulations, Vatiras 
are rare, making up only 0.22 percent of so-
called near-Earth objects.  

▪ Vatiras probably start their lives in the 
main asteroid belt between Mars and 
Jupiter and end up between Mercury and 
Venus after a series of close encounters 
with rocky planets (inner planets - 
Mercury, Venus, Earth and Mars).  

▪ Simulations suggest that Vatiras typically 
don’t remain in orbit around the sun for 
long — continued gravitational tugs from 
nearby worlds and uneven solar heating 
eventually send most crashing into a planet 
or grazing the sun. 
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PIB ANAYSIS 
 

1) Black carbon influencing 
melting of Gangotri Glacier 

Why in News? 
▪ Scientists from Wadia Institute of 

Himalayan Geology, (WIHG), an 
autonomous institution under Department 
of Science & Technology, in a study 
conducted at Chirbasa station near 
Gangotri Glacier, for the Year 2016, found 
that black carbon (BC) concentration in this 
region has changed drastically during 
summer. 

▪ Black carbon concentration in the region 
increases by 400 times during summer, 
according to a study.  

▪ The study suggests agricultural burning 
and forest fire as the reason behind this 
seasonal increase. This can trigger glacial 
melt because of the light-absorbing nature 
of black carbon. 

Reason behind its increase: 
▪ The occasional high values of black carbon 

extricated, that the seasonal cycle of 
increase was significantly influenced by the 
emissions resulting from agriculture 
burning (in western part of the country), 
forest fires (along the Himalayan slopes) 
in summer, and to some extent by the 
contribution from long-range transport of 
pollutants in winter, depending the 
prevailing meteorological conditions. 

What is a Black Carbon? 
▪ Black carbon is the sooty black material 

emitted from gas and diesel engines, coal-
fired power plants, and other sources that 
burn fossil fuel.  

▪ It comprises a significant portion of 
particulate matter or PM, which is an air 
pollutant. 

▪ Black carbon is a global environmental 
problem that has negative implications for 
both human health and our climate.  

▪ Inhalation of black carbon is associated 
with health problems including respiratory 
and cardiovascular disease, cancer, and 
even birth defects.  

▪ Black carbon also contributes to climate 
change causing changes in patterns of rain 
and clouds. 

2) National Apprenticeship 
Promotion Scheme (NAPS) 

Why in News? 
▪ The Government of India launched 

“National Apprenticeship Promotion 
Scheme” (NAPS) in August,2016 with 
stipend support and sharing of the cost of 
basic training  with a cumulative target of 
training 50 lakh youth during  Financial 
Year 2016-17 to 2019-20. 

About the National Apprenticeship 
Promotion Scheme (NAPS): 

▪ Under the scheme, the Government will 
share 25% of the prescribed stipend 
subject to a maximum of Rs 1500/- per 
month per apprentice with the employers. 

▪ It has a user friendly on-line portal 
designed to facilitate easy processing of the 
entire apprenticeship cycle. 

▪ State Apprenticeship Advisers (SAAs) and 
Regional Directorates of Apprenticeship 
(RDAIs) act as implementing agencies in 
their respective state/Regions. 

▪ To improve the industry connect, 
Directorate General of Training (DGE&T), 
M/o Skill Development & Entrepreneurship 
has adopted the German model of 
Vocational Education system in India by 
Introducing Dual System of Training (DST). 

▪ Dual System combines practical training in 
the industry and theoretical training along 
with foundation practical in ITI (s) which 
leads to better ITI — Industry linkage. 

▪ Under this, ITIs (industrial training 
institutes) are required to enter into a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
with industries under information to the 
respective State. 

3) Scheme of Scholarship and 
Fellowship to Promote Art and 
Culture 

Why in news? 
▪ The Ministry of Culture is implementing a 

Scheme namely, ‘Scheme of Scholarship 
and Fellowship for Promotion of Art and 
Culture’, which consists of three 
components viz (i) ‘Award of Scholarships 
to Young Artists in Different Cultural 
Fields’, (ii) ‘Award of Senior/Junior 
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Fellowships to Outstanding Persons in the 
Fields of Culture’ and (iii) ‘Tagore National 
Fellowship for Cultural Research to 
promote Art and Culture. 

About the Scheme: 
▪ The scheme, implemented by the Culture 

Ministry, consists of three components: 
▪ Award of Scholarships to Young Artists 

in Different Cultural Fields: Under this 
scheme component, up to 400 scholarships 
(in a Batch Year) are awarded to persons of 
outstanding promise in the age group of 
18-25 years. An amount of Rs. 5,000/- p.m. 
is given for 2 years for advanced training 
within India. 

▪ Award of Senior/Junior Fellowships to 
Outstanding Persons in the Fields of 
Culture: Under this scheme component, up 
to 400 Senior/Junior Fellowships (in a 
Batch Year) are awarded to outstanding 
persons in the age group above 40 years 
(Sr.) and 25 to 40 years (Jr.) respectively. 
An amount of 20,000/-p.m. and Rs. 
10,000/- p.m. is given to Senior/Junior 
Fellows respectively for 2 years for cultural 
research. 

▪ Tagore National Fellowship for Cultural 
Research: Under this scheme component, 
up to 25 Scholarships and 15 Fellowships 
(in a Batch Year) are awarded to 
outstanding persons in order to invigorate 
and revitalise the various institutions 
under the Ministry of Culture and other 
identified cultural institutions in the 
country, by encouraging 
scholars/academicians to affiliate 
themselves with these institutions to work 
on projects of mutual interest. An 
honorarium of Rs. 80,000/- p.m. plus 
contingencies and Rs. 50,000/-p.m. plus 
contingencies are given to Fellows and 
Scholars respectively for 2 years. 

4) IITFC Programme 
About : 
▪ The Ministry of Tourism, Government of 

India has launched the Incredible India 
Tourist Facilitators (IITF) Certification 
Programme. 

▪ This is a pan-India online learning program 
that is open to all, subject to fulfilment of 
the eligibility criteria, and can be 
undertaken from anywhere in the country. 

▪ The Programme aims at creating a pool of 
trained professionals for facilitating the 
visit of tourists at destinations across the 
country. 

▪ There are two categories of IITF 
Certification Programme namely, Basic & 
Advanced (Heritage & Adventure) with an 
optional specialization programme of 
fluency in a spoken foreign language other 
than English. 

▪ The programme will help in enhancing the 
overall experience of the tourists, who 
would benefit from the knowledge of the 
local tourist facilitators and it will also help 
in creating employment opportunities even 
in the remotest parts of the country. 

Why in News? 
▪ The information was given by the Minister 

of State (I/c) of Culture and Tourism in the 
Lok Sabha. 

5) Solar Charkha Mission 
About Solar Charkha Mission: 
▪ The Solar Charkha Mission is a Ministry of 

Micro Small & Medium Enterprises 
(MSME) initiative The Khadi and Village 
Industries Commission (KVIC) is 
implementing the programme. 

▪ Scheme Objectives 
▪ The objectives of the Scheme are as 

follows: 
▪ To ensure inclusive growth by generation 

of employment, especially for women and 
youth, and sustainable development 
through solar charkha clusters in rural 
areas. 

▪ To boost rural economy and help in 
arresting migration from rural to urban 
areas. 

▪ To leverage low-cost, innovative 
technologies and processes for sustenance 

▪ The scheme is envisaged to generate direct 
employment for nearly one lakh persons. 

▪ It envisages setting up of ‘Solar Charkha 
Clusters’ which will have 200 to 2042 
beneficiaries (spinners, weavers, tailors 
and other skilled artisans).  

▪ Each spinner will be given two charkhas of 
10 spindles each. As part of the scheme no 
subsidy is given, however, subsidy to the 
tune of Rs.9.60 crore is provided for the 
procurement of charkha and looms to the 
Implementing or Promoting Agency for a 
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full-scale Solar Charkha Cluster involving a 
total investment of about Rs.38.625 crore. 

Why in News? 
▪ Based on the success of a pilot project on 

Solar Charkha, set up at Khanwa village, 
Nawada District, Bihar in 2016 which 
benefitted about 1180 artisans, 
Government of India accorded approval to 
set up 50 such clusters. 

6) India-European Union Flagship 
Call 

Why in News? 
▪ India-European Union Flagship Call on 

Integrated Local Energy Systems was 
announced at India Smart Utility Week 
2020 

News in Detail: 
▪ This partnership between India and the 

European Union will help in Clean Energy 
and Climate and this partnership will 
foresee strengthened cooperation in 
energy research and innovation, mainly in 
renewable energy and its integration in the 
energy system. 

▪ The collaboration can make energy supply 
cleaner, more efficient and affordable to all. 

▪ This Indo-EU flagship call is fully in line 
with both the European Union’s and India’s 
involvement in Mission Innovation (MI), a 
global initiative of 24 countries and the 
European Commission (on behalf of the 
European Union), committed to 
reinvigorate and accelerate global clean 
energy innovation with the objective to 
make clean energy widely affordable. 

▪ This Indo-EU Flagship call will give novel 
solutions encompassing local integration 
across various energy vectors and increase 
the share of renewables in the energy mix 
and high energy efficiency. 

7) Elephant deaths by train 
accidents showing a declining 
trend 

Why in News? 
▪ According to the Minister of State in the 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change, the elephant deaths by 
train accidents has been reducing in the 
recent years, owing to concerted efforts 
taken by the Central and State 
Governments. 

Measures undertaken : 

▪ Imposition of permanent and temporary 
speed restrictions in identified elephant 
corridors. 

▪ Provision of signage board to warn loco 
pilots about identified elephant corridors. 

▪ Sensitization of train crew and Station 
Masters on a regular basis. 

▪ Need based clearance of vegetation on the 
sides of track within railway land. 

▪ Construction of underpasses and ramps for 
movement of elephants at identified 
locations. 

▪ Installation of Honey Bee sound system to 
scare away the elephants from coming near 
the track. 

▪ Provision of fencing at isolated locations 
both by Railway and Forest Department. 

▪ Frequent coordination meetings between 
the State Forest Department and Railway 
department. 
 

8) Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya 
Janaushadhi Pariyojana 
(PMBJP) 

About PMBJP 
▪ Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi 

Pariyojana (PMBJP) is a campaign launched 
by the Department of Pharmaceuticals to 
provide quality medicines at affordable 
prices to the masses.  

▪ PMBJP stores have been set up to provide 
generic drugs, which are available at lesser 
prices but are equivalent in quality and 
efficacy as expensive branded drugs.  

▪ Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India (BPPI) 
is the implementation agency for PMBJP. 

Objective: 
▪ Making quality medicines available at 

affordable prices for all, particularly the 
poor and disadvantaged, through exclusive 
outlets "Jan Aushadhi Medical Store", so 
as to reduce out of pocket expenses in 
healthcare. 

Who can open a Jan Aushadhi store? 
▪ State Governments or any organization / 

reputed NGOs / Trusts / Private hospitals / 
Charitable institutions / Doctors / 
Unemployed pharmacists/ individual 
entrepreneurs are eligible to apply for new 
Jan Aushadhi stores. The applicants shall 
have to employ one B Pharma / D Pharma 
degree holder as Pharmacist in their 
proposed store. 
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Why in News? 
▪ Jan Aushadhi Diwas was  celebrated on 7th 

march 2020.The Jan aushadhi Divas aims to 
provide further impetus and create 
awareness about the use of generic 
medicines.The day will also highlight the 
initiative undertaken by Government in the 
direction of making quality healthcare for 
all, like Ayushman Bharat, PMBJY etc. 

9) SAKSHAM portal 
Why in News? 
▪ To mark the occasion of the lnternational 

Women’s Day, 2020, the Union Minister for 
Human Resource Development launched 
the SAKSHAM portal developed by UGC . 

News in Detail: 
▪ The SAKSHAM portal aims towards 

empowerment of women in campuses 
through creating awareness on the existing 
opportunities and initiatives, support and 
redressal mechanism. 

▪ The web resources (Government and 
United Nations policy documents) are 
made available to women students and 
employees of Higher Education Institutions 
through the portal. 

▪ It brings together information on all 
women-oriented initiatives. 

▪ It also provides a platform for registering 
complaints related to violence and 
harassment through a National helpline 
number. 

10) Genome India 
Why  in News? 
▪ ‘Genome India: Cataloguing the Genetic 

Variation in Indians’ project has been 
sanctioned by Department of 
Biotechnology (DBT) for a period of 3 years 
to 20 institutions from varied disciplines 
across the country. 

About Genome 
▪ A genome is an organism’s complete set of 

DNA, including all its genes.It contains all 
the information needed to build and 
maintain that organism.By sequencing the 
genome, researchers can discover the 
functions of genes and identify which of 
them are critical for life. 

News in Detail: 
▪ The proposed target of Whole Genome 

Sequencing (WGS) is to do it for total 
10,000 individuals representing the 
country’s diverse population in 3 years. 

▪ The information generated from whole 
genome sequencing can facilitate future 
human genetics research in the country 
with greater precision, and help to design a 
genome wide association array for the 
Indian population to develop precision 
healthcare and diagnostics for major 
diseases at affordable costs. 

▪ The Genome India project will aim to make 
predictive diagnostic markers available for 
some priority diseases such as cancer and 
other rare and genetic disorders. 

▪ It is a move that will help researchers get 
closer to developing effective therapies for 
treating various diseases. 

11) National Archives of India 
Why in News? 
▪ An exhibition  at “Jallianwala Bagh” was 

inaugurated on the occasion of 130th 
Foundation Day of the National Archives of 
India (NAI) . 

About the National Archives of India (NAI): 
▪ The National Archives of India is an 

Attached Office under the Ministry of 
Culture. 

▪ The NAI acts as the Secretariat of the 
Indian Historical Records Commission 
(IHRC) (re-designated as Indian Historical 
Records Committee in 2011) and the 
National Committee of Archivists (NCA) to 
provide guidance in management, 
administration, preservation and use of 
records. 

Background: 
▪ The NAI was established on 11 March 1891 

at Kolkata as the Imperial Records 
Department (IRD). 

▪ Following the transfer of the capital from 
Calcutta to Delhi in 1911, the present 
building of the National Archives of India 
was constructed in 1926 which was 
designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens. The 
transfer of all records from Calcutta to New 
Delhi was completed in 1937. 

▪ After independence, the Government of 
India rechristened IRD as the National 
Archives of India with the Director of 
Archives as its head. In 1990, the Director 
of Archives was re-designated as the 
Director-General of Archives. 

▪ The NAI is the nodal agency for the 
implementation of the Public Records Act, 
1993 and Public Record Rules, 1997. 
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▪ The NAI has a regional office at Bhopal and 
three Records Centres at Bhubaneswar, 
Jaipur and Puducherry. 

NAI Mission: 
▪ To encourage the scientific management, 

administration and conservation of records 
all over the country. 

▪ To foster close relations between archivists 
and archival institutions, both at the 
national and international levels. 

▪ To encourage greater liberalization of 
access to archival holdings. 

▪ To help in developing greater 
professionalism and a scientific temper 
among creators, custodians and users of 
records for proper care and use of our 
documentary heritage. 
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News in Depth
AIR NEWS  

 
1) World Wildlife Day 
About : 
▪ In December 2013, at its 68th session, the 

United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) 
proclaimed 3 March – the day of signature 
of the Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 
Flora (CITES) in 1973 – as UN World 
Wildlife Day. 

▪ The Secretariat of the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), 
in collaboration with other relevant United 
Nations organizations, facilitates the 
implementation of World Wildlife Day. 

▪ The day is being celebrated on the 3rd of 
March every year to create awareness 
about the importance of protecting 
wildlife.  

▪ The theme of World Wildlife Day 2020, 
“Sustaining all life on Earth”, 
encompasses all wild animal and plant 
species as a component of biodiversity, as 
well as the livelihoods of people, especially 
those who live closest to nature.  

▪ This aligns with UN Sustainable 
Development Goals 1, 12, 14 and 15, and 
their wide-ranging commitments on 
alleviating poverty, ensuring sustainable 
use of resources, and on conserving life 
both on land and below water to halt 
biodiversity loss. 

▪ The year is significant as it has been 
announced as biodiversity super year 
because of the large number of eco 
friendly initiatives being taken the 
world over.  

▪ The year 2020 is specially significant to 
India because it has taken over as the 
President of CoP13 for Action Against 
Climate Change. 

Why in News? 

▪ World Wildlife Day 2020 was celebrated on 
March 3 under the theme "Sustaining all 
life on earth". 

2) Fuel Cell Technology for 
Disaster Management 

Why in News? 
▪ Scientists at International Advanced 

Research for Powder Metallurgy & New 
Materials (ARCI), Hyderabad, an 
autonomous R&D Centre of Department of 
Science and Technology (DST) have 
developed Polymer Electrolyte Membrane 
fuel cells (PEMFC). 

What is the need? 
▪ Natural disasters are consequences of 

calamities like earthquake, landslide, 
cyclone, flood, tsunami, and so on that 
affects human activities. 

▪ Tamil Nadu is generally affected by five to 
six cyclones every year, of which two to 
three are severe. 

▪ There has been a paradigm shift in the 
focus of Disaster Management, from 
response-centric (rescue, relief, 
rehabilitation, and reconstruction) to 
laying greater emphasis on the other 
elements of disaster management cycle 
(prevention, mitigation, and preparedness) 
as a means to avert the impact of future 
emergencies. 

▪ The latest concept in disaster management 
all over the world is about conversion of 
Control Rooms to Emergency Operation 
Centres (EOC). 

▪ EOCs respond immediately during an 
emergency situation with State-of-the-Art 
communication systems. This helps in 
providing immediate support during the 
Golden Hour of the disaster. 

News in Detail: 
▪ The ARCI at its Centre for Fuel Cell 

Technology, Chennai has developed in-
house PEMFC systems in the power range 
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of 1 to 20 kilowatt (kW) and demonstrated 
the same in stationary (1-20 kW) and 
transport applications (1,3,5 kW). 

▪ Emergency Operation Centres (EOC) 
backed with 10 kW systems along with fuel 
cell stack (providing sustainable electricity 
using hydrogen gas without the need of 
grid power), air moving subsystems, power 
control devices and control and monitoring 
system are being planned as a natural 
disaster management measure. 

3) Swachh Bharat Mission 
(Grameen) Phase II 

Why in News? 
▪ The Union Minister for Jal Shakti launched 

Phase II of Swachh Bharat Mission 
(Grameen) SBM (G). 

News in Detail: 
▪ Phase – II of the SBM(G) will ensure that 

effective solid and liquid waste 
management (SLWM) is instituted in every 
Gram Panchayat of the country. 

▪ SLWM component of Open Defecation Free 
(ODF) Plus, ODF Plus, will be monitored on 
the basis of output-outcome indicators for 
four key areas which are plastic waste 

management,bio-degradable solid waste 
management (including animal waste 
management),greywater management and 
fecal sludge management.  

▪ The SBM-G Phase II will continue to 
generate employment and provide impetus 
to the rural economy through construction 
of household toilets and community toilets, 
as well as infrastructure for SLWM such as 
compost pits, soak pits, waste stabilisation 
ponds, material recovery facilities etc. 

▪ Also the Union Minister released a study 
done by the UNICEF and Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation (BMGF) on the impact 
of the SBM(G) on rural women.  

▪ The study – Impact of the Swachh Bharat 
Mission (Grameen) on the convenience, 
safety and self-respect of women in rural 
India – surveyed 6,993 women across the 5 
states of Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh, 
in February, 2020 

▪ The study indicated that the increased 
access to household toilets has led to the 
improvement in the Suvidha, Suraksha and 
Swabhimaan of women in rural India. 
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THE HINDU EDITORIALS 
 

1) A big bad deal: On U.S.-Taliban 
agreement 

 
Why in News? 
▪ The U.S. signed a deal with the Taliban at 

Qatar’s capital Doha. 
▪ This deal will pave the way towards a full 

withdrawal of foreign soldiers from 
Afghanistan over next 14 months. 

▪ It represents a step towards ending the 18-
year war in Afghanistan. 

▪ A separate joint declaration was signed 
along with the deal between U.S. and 
Afghan government at Kabul. 

What is the background? 
▪ This peace deal will kick-off a phased 

withdrawal of US troops and an ‘intra-
Afghan’ dialogue. 

▪ This deal is a fundamental step to deliver a 
comprehensive and permanent ceasefire. 

▪ It helps to draw the future political 
roadmap for Aghanistan peace process and 
the central region. 

What are the salient features of the deal? 
▪ The US will withdraw to 8,600 troops in 

135 days. 
▪ The NATO or coalition troop numbers will 

also be brought down proportionately and 
simultaneously. 

▪ The Taliban have committed that it will not 
allow any of its members, other individuals 
or groups, including al-Qaeda, to use the 
soil of Afghanistan to threaten the security 
of the United States and its allies. 

▪ The UN sanctions on Taliban leaders will be 
removed by three months and by August 
27 the UN sanctions will be removed. 

▪ The US-Taliban pact says up to 5,000 
imprisoned Taliban and up to 1,000 
prisoners from “the other side” held by 
Taliban “will be released” by March 10. 

What are the challenges? 
▪ The fundamental issue is that the U.S.’s 

Taliban engagement deliberately excluded 
the Afghan government. 

▪ This resulted in a one sided deal because 
the Taliban do not see the government as 
legitimate rulers and also there is no 
reference to the Constitution, rule of law, 
democracy and elections in the deal. 

▪ The political tussle is between Ashraf Ghani 
who belongs to the largest ethnic group in 
Afghanistan- the Pashtun and Abdullah 
Abdullah whose base is among his fellow 
Tajiks, the second largest group in 
Afghanistan will lead to ethic fissures and 
can start the next round of civil war. 

▪ The Taliban is fragmented or divided 
internally and is composed of various 
regional and tribal groups acting semi-
autonomously. 

▪ It is unclear if there is a date for the 
complete withdrawal of US troops or for 
concluding the intra-Afghan dialogue, or 
how long the truce will hold. 

What is the impact of this deal on India? 
▪ The deal alters the balance of power in 

Taliban’s favour. 
▪ This deal may jeopardise the key stakes of 

India in Afghanistan. 
▪ Taliban is widely believed to be a protégé 

of Islamabad and an increased political and 
military role for the Taliban and the 
expansion of its territorial control should 
be of great concern to India. 

▪ The deal might dampen India’s interest in 
Central Asia as Afghanistan is the gateway 
to Central Asia. 

▪ Withdrawal of US troops could result in the 
breeding of the fertile ground for various 
anti-India terrorist outfits like Lashkar-e-
Taiba or Jaish-e-Mohammed. 

Conclusion 
▪ The Afghan peace process should be 

Afghan-led, Afghan-owned and Afghan-
controlled as India supported. There is a 
need for the global community to fight 
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against the global concern of terrorism and 
it is high time to adopt the Comprehensive 
Convention on International Terrorism 
which was proposed by India at UN in 
1996. 

2) A tale of two communalisms 

 
Why in News? 
▪ One of the worst communal violence in the 

history of the national capital was 
witnessed recently and the premise of the 
New Delhi 2020 riots is based on growing 
animosity and destabilisation of communal 
harmony which was started in the 
background of the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Act and the National 
Register of Citizens (NRC). 

What do we understand by Communalism? 
▪ The term Communalism refers to politics 

that seeks to unify one community around 
a religious identity in hostile opposition to 
another community. 

▪ It seeks to define this community identity 
as fundamental and fixed. 

▪ It attempts to consolidate this identity and 
present it as natural as if people were born 
into the identity, as if the identities do not 
evolve through history over time. 

What were the factors contributing to this 
communal violence? 

▪ A critical role in circulating fake news at 
break-neck speed, as the copious audio-
visual documentation of violence, hate 
messages are delivered to the masses 
almost immediately is played by Social 
Media. 

▪ Most of the media houses show an 
inclination towards particular political 
ideology which in turn widens the societal 
cleavage instead of adhering to media 
ethics and neutrality. 

▪ Due to lack of value based education, 
people are not equipped to think for 

themselves and this leads them to blindly 
follow the 'trends' instead of being able to 
differentiate the good from the bad 
themselves. 

▪ A group in majority often believes that it 
has the sole say in the progress of the 
country leading to acts of violence when 
smaller groups oppose the majoritarian 
ideas of progress. 

What are the impacts of communal 
violence? 

▪ The innocent ordinary people get caught 
into the circumstances beyond their control 
leading to the violation of human rights. 

▪ Communal violence leads to loss of life and 
public property leading to exploitation by 
way of plundering and indulgence in 
activities only for personal gains. 

▪ Communal Violence strengthens vote 
banks of ideologically aligned political 
parties and further disrupts the 
cohesiveness in society. 

▪ It causes serious damage to communal 
harmony for a long period. 

▪ It also tarnishes the country’s image as a 
pluralistic society in front of the world. 

▪ There is erosion of Constitutional Values 
like secularism and fraternity. 

What is the way forward? 
▪ The police need to be well equipped to curb 

communal violence. 
▪ Local intelligence networks can be 

strengthened to preempt such events. 
▪ Peace Committees can be set up in which 

individuals belonging to different religious 
communities can work together to spread 
goodwill and fellow-feeling and remove 
feelings of fear and hatred in the riot-
affected areas. 

▪ There is a need to initiate the process of de-
communalising the people at all levels via 
education 

▪ Values-based education can instil 
compassion and empathy which can 
minimise the possibilities of the impact 
that any kind of communal polarisation can 
have on people.  

▪ Leaders with communal ideas and 
ideologies pressurise the government to act 
in a manner which is always against the 
principle of secularism. 

▪ There is a need to strengthen cybersecurity 
architecture.o Social media platforms 
should be asked to regulate hateful content 

https://www.drishtiias.com/loksabha-rajyasabha-discussions/the-big-picture-international-convention-on-terrorism
https://www.drishtiias.com/loksabha-rajyasabha-discussions/the-big-picture-international-convention-on-terrorism
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and generate awareness about rumours 
and any kind of content that can incite 
communal tension. 

Conclusion 
▪ Considering the diversity of India, 

maintaining communal harmony and 
respecting pluralism can be a challenge. It 

is important to address the collective 
conscience of people of the country to 
uphold the constitutional values like 
fraternity and secularism. 

3)  How India must fight 
coronavirus? 

Why in News? 
▪ With new novel coronavirus (Covid-19) 

cases being confirmed in various places, 
India must rapidly escalate preparedness in 
anticipation of a cluster of infection. 

▪ The highly contagious Sars-CoV-2 virus, 
which causes Covid-19, is primarily 
transmitted through respiratory droplets 
from, and from close contact with, infected 
persons. 

What is the background? 
▪ With a long incubation period of 14 days 

and a high ability to survive in the 
environment, the virus is far more 
dangerous than flu viruses such as H1N1, 
which survive on surfaces for two to eight 
hours. 

▪ Infected people spread the disease even 
when they themselves don’t have 
symptoms (fever, cough, breathing 
difficulties), or have a very mild form of the 
disease, or develop symptoms late in 
disease progression. 

▪ This means that airports screening 
passengers from affected countries can at 
best delay, not stop, the spread of infection. 

What is India’s vulnerability? 
▪ Airports are always a hotspot as large 

numbers of people keep coming to India 
from across the world. 

▪ A major section of India’s population use 
public transport which further accelerates 
the spread of COVID-19. 

▪ Thermal screening at airports and seaports 
are unable to detect infected people as they 
do not show symptoms during the 
incubation period i.e, 14 days or even 
greater than that. 

▪ The molecular testing does not have very 
high sensitivity and hence may turn up 
false negatives. 

▪ Healthcare infrastructure in India suffers 
from inadequacies at the physical and 
human resource level. 

▪ Rumours can spread fear and 
misinformation which can be damaging, 
stigmatising to the public interest through 
social media platforms. 

What are the immediate steps to be taken? 
▪ The National Crisis Management 

Committee (NCMC) should be leveraged 
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and should coordinate across ministries 
and departments. 

▪ A dedicated web portal should be set up. 
▪ Strict norms to be followed for people who 

are quarantined. 
▪ At least two negative tests should be 

obtained before a person is certified as 
being uninfected. 

▪ India must also rapidly increase its 
operational labs for rapid diagnosis. 

▪ There is a need to equip hospitals and train 
medical staff for isolation and treatment of 
those infected. 

What are the long term remedies? 
▪ All the stakeholders in the society i.e, 

government, all institutions, entities, firms 
both private and public and even 
individuals and households should make 
contingency and advance preparedness 
plans. 

▪ Proactive steps need to be taken to mitigate 
or lessen the adverse impacts of an 
outbreak. 

▪ Outbreak preparedness should be seen as 
an investment which will pay dividends in 
the medium to long term. 

▪ There is a need to continue to develop and 
maintain infrastructure to respond to new 
novel infectious agents capable of rapid 
spread. 

Conclusion 
▪ Public awareness, active surveillance for 

early detection and isolation of cases, rapid 
identification and daily monitoring of close 
contacts, and clinical care have helped 
India isolate and cure three imported cases 
of Covid-19 in students in Kerala.  

▪ Now, with community transmission of the 
infection very likely, clusters are likely to 
be reported. India must also rapidly 
increase its operational labs for rapid 
diagnosis, equip hospitals, and train 
medical staff for isolation and treatment of 
those infected. 
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 RSTV BIG PICTURE 

 

1) Draft Competition Commission 
(amendment) Bill, 2020 

Why in News? 
▪ With a view to update the Competition Act, 

2002 and associated regulations, the Indian 
Government constituted the Competition 
Law Review Committee in October 2018. 

▪ The Committee submitted its report to the 
Government on 14 August 2019. 

What is the background? 
▪ Based on the recommendations made in 

the Report, the MCA has introduced a draft 
Competition Bill, 2020 to overhaul the Act. 

▪ The notification of the Government invites 
comments from the public on the Draft Bill 
until 6 March 2020. 

▪ The Draft Bill proposes certain significant 
amendments to the Act, including: 
imprisonment for non-compliance with 
directions of the Director General; 
commitment and settlement procedure in 
non-cartel cases; more expeditious 
combination review process; and 
constitution of a Governing Board for non-
adjudicatory functions. 

 
What are the key changes proposed in the 
bill? 

▪ Change in the regulatory structure of the 
CCI:  

• The CCI has been wearing many hats since 
its inception. 

• It had been vested with adjudicatory, 
advisory, investigative, quasi-legislative, 
and advocacy functions. 

▪ Recognizing this, the CLRC recommended a 
change in the regulatory structure to make 
it more robust and effective to deal with 
the new age issues. 

▪ Change in the regulatory structure of the 
CCI:  

• The CCI has been wearing many hats since 
its inception. 

• It had been vested with adjudicatory, 
advisory, investigative, quasi-legislative, 
and advocacy functions. 

▪ Recognizing this, the CLRC recommended a 
change in the regulatory structure to make 
it more robust and effective to deal with 
the new age issues. 

▪ Issuing the penalty guidance:  
• The Bill requires the CCI to issue the much 

awaited penalty guidelines. 
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▪ The penalty guidance (like its counterpart 
in the European Union) is expected to give 
recognition to the relevant turnover 
principles and lay down the manner of 
determination of the percentage of the 
penalty and application of aggravating and 
mitigating factors. 

▪  Streamlining procedure for regulation of 
combinations: 

▪ The Bill makes a large number of changes 
to regulation of combinations. 

▪ Some of these, such as, reducing the time-
limit for deemed approval from two 
hundred and ten days (210) days to one 
hundred and fifty days (150) days, make 
substantive changes.  

What are the expectations? 
▪ Statutory recognition of an effects-based 

approach in abuse of dominance: 
Absence of a specific obligation on the CCI 
to adopt an effect-based approach while 
determining an abuse of dominant position, 
still leaves much to be desired. 

▪ A statutory provision requiring separate 
bench of the National Companies Law 
Appellate Tribunal to hear competition 
appeals would greatly assist in faster 
disposal of competition cases. 

▪ Clarity on procedure of inquiry by the 
CCI: the Act currently has some gaping 
holes in the procedure of inquiry adopted 
by the CCI.  

▪ Permitting an informant to withdraw a 
complaint: Currently the Act does not 
permit the informant or a complainant to 
withdraw his complaint. 

Conclusion 
▪ The Bill is a positive step in the direction of 

an efficient CCI 2.0. While there are 
somethings which remain desired, one can 
hope that the consultation process leads to 
beneficial outcomes and most concerns 
raised by the stakeholders are 
appropriately addressed. 

2) Section 505 – Tackling 
Rumours 

Why in News? 
▪ Delhi police got over 3,000 distress calls 

from people panicked over riot-related 
rumours like violence, arson and stone 
pelting across the national capital. 

▪ Around one-fifth of these calls on the 
emergency 100 and 112 numbers came 

from Shaheen Bagh in South East Delhi and 
nearby areas in South Delhi, they said.  

 
What is the background? 
▪ Panic gripped residents across the national 

capital following false rumours of violence 
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but the police denied any incident and 
appealed for calm. 

▪ Besides the PCR calls, several people from 
within Delhi as well as outside called up 
police officials, including officers, directly 
to verify information about violence 
breaking out, the officer added. 

▪ The rumours promoted senior police 
officers to come on ground and quell the 
hoax while also taking to social media to 
control panic. 

▪ The Delhi Metro Rail Corporation also shut 
down the entry and exit gates of seven 
metro stations but did not give any reason. 

▪ The stations were reopened later. 
▪ The police said it was closely monitoring 

the social media accounts spreading fake 
news or rumours and action will be taken 
against them. 

What is the issue all about? 
▪ It is pure frustration that had driven these 

two young men to this stage where they 
came to the protest site brandishing 
weapons. 

▪ Both were common citizens who were 
either fed up with the protesters holding 
lakhs to ransom on a daily basis or because 
they thought that it was time to show the 
protesters that their protest was 
unjustified. Both knew they would be 
arrested. 

▪ It is obvious they had no intention to kill 
anyone. If they had come with the intention 
of killing some protestors, all they had to 
do was to fire at the protesters and some 
bullets would have found their mark. 

▪ They did nothing of that sort. It is possible 
that they wished to display their individual 
Hindu pride to convey a message to the 
protesters. But any talk of their being part 
of a wider conspiracy is hogwash. 

▪ In fact, if there is any sinister conspiracy, it 
is being played by protest organisers who 
are hiding behind women and children and 
using CAA as an excuse. 

What is the way forward? 
▪ There has been a lot of talk on the subject 

of communalism and communal divide in 
last few years. 

▪ It is time to acknowledge that this divide 
and mistrust was there for centuries. 

▪ There is a definite change in Hindu mindset 
today. 

▪ It may not be very widespread but it is 
certainly not restricted to any one or a few 
parts of the country. 

▪ These small pockets have the ability to act 
as catalyst and it may not be long before 
the change spreads deeper and wider 
within the community. 

▪ A cause-effect relationship is a relationship 
in which one event (cause) makes another 
event (effect) happen. 

▪ Sometimes one cause may result in several 
effects. 

▪ The changing Hindu mindset, frustration 
and resentment are effects while anti-CAA 
protest by Muslims is the cause. 

Conclusion 
▪ It is time Shaheen Bagh protesters think 

about their fellow Delhi citizens and shift 
the protest site to an area where there is no 
direct hindrance to other people.  

▪ They can protest as long as they like that is 
their right. But holding millions of other 
Delhi citizens to ransom for weeks is not 
their right by any stretch of imagination.  

▪ One hopes better sense will prevail and 
protesters can see through the games that 
their own leaders are playing with them. If 
they do not, the end to these protests may 
be very bitter and the nation may have to 
pay a very heavy price for the same. 

3)  The Banking Regulation 
(Amendment) Bill 2020 

 
Why in News? 
▪ A bill to provide more powers to the RBI 

for regulating cooperative banks was 
introduced by Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman in the Lok Sabha. 

▪ The Banking Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 
2020, which comes in the backdrop of PMC 
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Bank scam, seeks to strengthen cooperative 
banks by increasing professionalism, 
enabling access to capital, improving 
governance and ensuring sound banking 
through the RBI. Introducing the bill, 
Sitharaman said it is the "need of the hour" 
to avoid a PMC Bank-like crisis in the 
future. 

What is the background? 
▪ The proposed law seeks to enforce banking 

regulation guidelines of the RBI in 
cooperative banks, while administrative 
issues will still be guided by the Registrar 
of Cooperative Societies. 

▪ It also proposed to bring cooperative banks 
on par with developments in the banking 
sector through better management and 
proper regulation of cooperative banks 
with a view to ensure that affairs of 
cooperative banks are conducted in a 
manner that protects the interest of 
depositors. 

What are the changes notified? 
▪ The amendments will apply to all urban co-

operative banks and multi-state 
cooperative banks. 

▪ They will not be applicable to rural 
cooperatives. 

▪ The changes will cover nearly 1,500 
cooperative banks and will be implemented 
in a phased manner. 

▪ The changes will cover nearly 1,500 
cooperative banks and will be implemented 
in a phased manner. 

▪ The role of registrar of cooperative 
societies includes incorporation, 
registration, management, audit, 
supersession of board and liquidation. 

▪ RBI is responsible for regulatory functions 
such maintaining cash reserve and capital 
adequacy, among others. 

▪ The administrative role will continue to be 
done by the Registrar of Cooperative 
Societies. 

▪ In order to ensure that depositors' money 
is safe, Budget 2020 permitted the Deposit 
Insurance and Credit Guarantee 
Corporation (DICGC) to increase deposit 
insurance coverage for a depositor, which 
is now Rs 1 lakh, to Rs 5 lakh per depositor. 

What are the salient features of the act? 
▪ Banking Regulation Act, 1949 is legislation 

in India that regulates all banking firms. 

▪ Initially, this act was passed as Banking 
Companies Act, 1949 and it was 
applicable to whole of India except Jammu 
& Kashmir. 

▪ It became applicable to Jammu and 
Kashmir from 1956. 

▪ Initially, the law was applicable only to 
banking companies. 

▪ But, 1965 it was amended to make it 
applicable to cooperative banks and to 
introduce other changes. 

▪ Primary Agricultural Credit Society and 
cooperative land mortgage banks are 
excluded from the Banking Regulation Act 
1949. 

▪ RBI regulates and supervises the banking 
functions of State Cooperative Banks 
(StCBs)/District Central Cooperative Banks 
(DCCB)/Urban Cooperative Banks (UCBs) 
under the various provisions of the 
Banking Regulation Act, 1949. 

▪ In 1965, the Act was amended to include 
cooperative banks under its purview by 
adding the Section 56. Cooperative banks, 
which operate only in one state, are formed 
and run by the state government. 

▪ In 2017, government amended the Banking 
Regulation Act, 1949 by adding provisions 
for handling cases related to stressed 
assets or non-performing assets (NPAs) of 
banks, by initiating insolvency resolution 
process under the Insolvency and 
Bankruptcy Code, 2016. 

Conclusion 
▪ Due to PMC scam lakhs of customers faced 

difficulties in withdrawing their money due 
to restrictions imposed by the RBI. Urban 
cooperative banks reported nearly 1,000 
cases of fraud worth more than Rs. 220 
crore in past five fiscal years.  

▪ RBI has considerable control over urban 
cooperative bank but has a limited control 
over the rural cooperative banks which are 
guided by state-level policies. As per RBI’s 
Trends and Progress in Banking Report, as 
of March-end 2018, rural co-operative 
banks accounted for 64.7 percent of the 
total assets of cooperatives. Rural 
cooperatives are also more in number as 
compared to urban cooperative banks. 
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