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News @ a glance 
Polity and social issues 

 
One Health India Conference 
About the Conference 

 The Department of Biotechnology (DBT), 
Ministry of Science and Technology in 
partnership with the Departments of 
Agriculture Research and Education 
(DARE) and Animal Husbandry, Dairying & 
Fisheries (DAHDF), Ministry of Agriculture 
& Farmers’ Welfare; the Departments of 
Health Research (DHR) and Health & 
Family Welfare (DHFW), Ministry of Health 
& Family Welfare, is hosting the “One 
Health India Conference” 

 The conference plans to launch India's new 
One Health Initiative - an intersectoral 
approach to tackling the most urgent 
health threats in India as well as in low 
and middle income countries across 
South and South East Asia and Sub-
Saharan Africa. 

 The main objective of the conference is to 
formulate a roadmap for the response, 
preparedness, and management of current 
regional, national and global health 
challenges using a One Health collaborative 
approach.  

 It is known that 60% of human diseases are 
of animal origin and many of them have 
developed resistance to major antibiotics 
in nature and share the ecosystems they 
live and infect animal and humans.  

 Therefore, the conference deliberations are 
focused on identifying needs and 
opportunities and developing a strategy 
map to addressing major human and 
animal diseases of concern including 
Brucellosis, Tuberculosis, Anthrax, 
Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR), together 
with biosafety, biosecurity, burden of 
disease and inter-sectoral collaboration 
considerations. 

 The conference is bringing together 
thought-leaders from India and around the 
globe, providing a platform for researchers, 
medical and veterinary practitioners, 
public and private sector stakeholders, and 
policymakers to integrate knowledge and 
identify needs and opportunities to better 

coordinate activities and address major 
human, animal, and environmental health 
challenges. 

Why it is in News? 
 Two day long One Health India Conference, 

2019 was today inaugurated in New Delhi. 
 

Deendayal Disabled Rehabilitation 
Scheme 
About ‘Deendayal Disabled Rehabilitation 
Scheme 

 It was established in 1999 by the 
Government of India. 

  It is a central government scheme. 
 The objectives of the scheme are: 
 To create an enabling environment to 

ensure equal opportunities, equity, social 
justice and empowerment of persons with 
disabilities. 

 To encourage voluntary action for ensuring 
effective implementation of the People 
with Disabilities (Equal Opportunities and 
Protection of Rights) Act of 1995. 

 Under this scheme, monetary help is 
provided to around 600 NGOs which work 
in the field of education and rehabilitation 
of persons with disabilities. 

  Out of these 600 NGOs, about 26% NGOs 
under DDRS and 46% of Special School for 
Children with Intellectual Disabilities are 
from Eastern and North-Eastern States. 

Why it is in News? 
 ‘Deendayal Disabled Rehabilitation Scheme 

(DDRS)’ was organised in Kolkata, West 
Bengal.  

 DDRS is a scheme implemented by the 
Department of Empowerment of Persons 
with Disabilities Ministry of Social Justice & 
Empowerment. 
 

Initiatives on women’s safety 
About the Initiatives 
 The Ministry of Women and Child 

Development has conceptualized several 
initiatives to promote safety of women in 
their living spaces, working spaces and the 
public spaces.  
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Panic Button  
 The idea of having a panic button on the 

mobile phone was conceived way back in 
2015 and after a series of deliberations with 
the Ministry of Telecom, mobile phone 
manufacturers and mobile telephony service 
providers, the Ministry of Telecom mandated 
a physical panic button on all mobile phones 
in the country. 

 It was also noted that such a panic button 
must be backed by an emergency response 
mechanism through the local police when 
panic button message would alert the 
specified family members etc. 

 This system was then conceptualized in 
collaboration with the Ministry of Home 
Affairs and state governments were asked to 
put in place a dedicated Emergency Response 
Centre through which the entire system will 
be operated. 

  The emergency response system can be 
triggered in the following manners:- 

 On the smart phones, the power button 
(which is dedicated panic button) when 
pressed three times quickly.  

 Dialing 112 from any phone. In case of feature 
phones, long press of the touch key 5 or 9. 
Using 112 India Mobile App which is available 
for free downloading. 

 The emergency message coming out of the 
above modes, will trigger a response from the 
emergency response centre through a team of 
trained personnel who can handle emergency 
requests of various kinds and get the 
necessary relief services launched. For 
Women and children, 112 India App provides 
a special SHOUT feature which alerts 
registered volunteers in the vicinity of victim 
for immediate assistance. 

 The emergency response system was soft 
launched in Himachal Pradesh and Nagaland 
recently and is being launched in 14 more 
states on 19.02.2019. 

  A total amount of Rs.321.69 crores has been 
provided for this initiative through the 
Nirbhaya fund. 

Investigation Tracking System for Sexual 
Offences (ITSSO) 

 The ITSSO is meant for Law Enforcement 
Agencies in the country. The Investigation 
Tracking System for Sexual Offences 
(ITSSO)  is an online module available to 
law enforcement agencies at all levels- 
National, State, District and Police Station 
that allows State to undertake real-time 

monitoring and management for 
completion of investigation in rape cases in 
2 months. 

 It leverages the existing CCTNS data base, 
which covers nearly 15000 police stations 
in the country. 

 ITSSO would greatly strengthen States 
ability for analytics and prognosis for 
timely investigation and prosecution in 
rape cases. 

 The Criminal Law Amendment in April 
2018 prescribes stringent penal provisions 
including death penalty for rape of a girl 
below the age of 12 years. For swift 
administration of justice in such cases, the 
Act also inter-alia mandates completion of 
investigation and trials within 2 months. 

  To enhance women safety in the country, 
Government has formulated a multi-
pronged action plan and initiated a series of 
measures.  

 ITSSO is one of such measures developed 
by MHA towards Smart Policing. 

Safe City Implementation Monitoring (SCIM) 
portal 

 In order to instil sense of security in 
women in metro cities, Government has 
identified eight cities for implementation of 
Safe City projects in first phase at a cost of 
Rs.2,919 crore. 

  The cities are Ahmedabad, Bengaluru, 
Chennai, Delhi, Hyderabad, Kolkata, 
Lucknow & Mumbai. The projects are 
funded under Nirbhaya Fund scheme. 

  The projects have been prepared jointly by 
Municipal bodies and City Police and reflect 
integrated action for safety of women. 

  Safe City projects involves creation of on-
ground assets, resources & behaviour 
change programs for safety of women.  

 The projects will supplement existing 
assets and meet citizen demands for safe 
eco-system for women in these cities. 

Important features of the Safe City projects 
include: 

 Identification of crime Hot-spots in 
each city. 

 Saturating such Hot-spots with 
increased CCTV surveillance. 

 Automated Number Plate Reading 
(ANPR) and drone-based surveillance 
also being deployed in few cities as per 
requirement. 

 Setting up women police out-posts for 
facilitating ease of access by any 
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aggrieved woman to report incidence 
or seek assistance. 

 Patrols by Women police in vulnerable 
areas. 

 Setting up Women Help Desks in Police 
Stations with facility for trained 
Counsellors. 

 Augmentation of existing women 
support centres like Asha Jyoti Kendra 
or Bharosa centres etc. 

 Implementing Safety measures in 
buses, including Cameras. 

 Improving Street Lighting in identified 
Hot Spot areas. 

 Setting up Toilets for women. 
 Undertaking social awareness 

programmes on women safety and 
gender sensitivity. 

 All the above measures would be 
coordinated through an Integrated 
Smart Control Room in the city.  

 In order to facilitate States to monitor 
and manage the Safe City projects and 
avoid duplication on ground, an online 
Safe City Implementation Monitoring 
(SCIM) portal has been developed by 
MHA. 

 SCIM will facilitate online tracking of 
deployment of assets and 
infrastructure created under the Safe 
City projects.  

 SCIM facilitates an evidence based 
online monitoring system. Details on 
assets and infrastructure are captured 
along with latitude and longitude using 
GPS for greater transparency.  

 SCIM also creates a digital repository of 
assets, infrastructure and social 
outreach programs, as well as best 
practices achieved in each City.   
 

Constitution of Development and 
Welfare Board for De-notified, 
Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic 
Communities 
About the Development and Welfare Board for 
De-notified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic 
Communities 

 Amongst the most disadvantage 
communities in the country are the De-
notified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic 
Communities (DNCs). 

  These communities are hard to reach, less 
visible, and therefore frequently left out. 

While most DNTs are spread across the 
Scheduled Castes (SC), Scheduled Tribes 
(ST) and Other Backward Classes (OBC) 
categories, some DNTs are not covered in 
any of the SC. ST or OBC categories. 

 The Central Government has, therefore, 
approved the setting up of a Committee 
under the Chairpersonship of Vice-
Chairman, NITI Aayog which will complete 
the process of identification of the De-
notified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic 
Communities (DNCs) that have not yet 
been formally classified. 

 The Government in July 2014 had 
constituted National Commission for De-
notified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic 
Tribes (NCDNT) for a period of three years 
to prepare a State-wise list of castes 
belonging to De-notified and Nomadic 
Tribes and to suggest appropriate 
measures in respect of De-notified and 
Nomadic Tribes that may be undertaken by 
the Central Government or the State 
Government.  

 The Commission started its work on 
09.01.2015 submitted its report on 8th 
January, 20IS. 

 The Commission recommended for the 
setting of up a Permanent Commission for 
these communities. Since most of the DNTs 
are covered in SC, ST or OBC, constitution 
of a Permanent Commission will not be 
very effective in implementing 
development programmes, rather it will 
look at grievance redressal and will 
therefore be in conflict with mandate of 
existing commissions for SCs (National 
Commission for Scheduled Castes)., STs 
(National Commission for Scheduled 
Tribes) and OBCs (National Commission 
for Backward Classes).  

 The Government has therefore decided to 
set up a Development and Welfare Board 
under the Societies Registration Act, 1860 
under the aegis of Ministry of Social Justice 
and Empowerment for the purpose of 
implementing development and welfare 
programmes for Denotified, Nomadic and 
Semi-nomadic Communities. 
 

Operation Digital Board 
About Operation Digital Board 

 The Operation Digital Board (ODB) aims at 
converting a class room into a digital class 
room and in addition to availability of e-
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resources at any time and at any place to 
students. 

 The digital board will be introduced all 
over the country in government and 
government aided schools from class 9 
onwards as well as in higher education 
institutions.  

 The process will begin from the coming 
session of 2019 itself. 

Implementation in Higher Education Institutions 
(HEIs) 

 UGC will be the implementing agency for 
ODB in HEIs. UGC in its Commission 
meeting held on 29th Jan 2019, has passed 
a resolution for extending digital education 
to every classroom in the country by 2022. 
It is estimated that there would be 5 lakh 
classrooms in the institutions which are 
aided by Centre or State Governments. Out 
of this, based on the readiness, UGC 
proposed to take up 300 universities and 
about 10,000 colleges in the first phase 
covering 2 lakh classrooms. 

 Such Institutions with readiness to 
implement would be preferred. For this 
purpose, UGC will put in place a Portal for 
all the public funded HEIs to log-in and opt 
for the scheme giving details of this facility. 

 For the 2 lakh class rooms, the cost is 
estimated at Rs. 2000 crores. This can be 
implemented as a Central scheme,  as a loan 
from HEFA. 

 Implementation in Schools 
 Digital / SMART board will be provided in 

all Government and Government – aided 
schools having Secondary and Sr. 
Secondary classes. 

 Nearly 1.5 lakh Secondary / Sr. Secondary 
schools will be covered under the scheme 
in collaboration with the State and UTs. 
 

National Electronics Policy 
About the Policy: 

 The Union Cabinet has approved the 
National Policy on Electronics (NPE) 2019. 
The policy aims to a) achieve a turnover of 
$400 billion for the Electronics System 
design and Manufacturing (ESDM) sector 
by 2025 and b) generate 1 crore jobs in 
India. 

  The ESDM sector includes subsectors such 
as electronic products, electronic 
components, semiconductor design, and 
electronics manufacture. 

The objectives of NPE 2019 are 

  Promote domestic manufacturing and 
export in the entire value-chain of ESDM, 

  Provide incentives and support for 
manufacturing of core electronic 
components, 

  Provide special package of incentives to 
high-tech mega projects, 

 Formulate suitable schemes and incentive 
mechanisms to facilitate new units and 
expand existing ones, 

  Promote Industry-led R&D and innovation 
in all sub-sectors of electronics, 

  enhance skilled manpower in the sector, 
  Create Sovereign Patent Fund (SPF)- this 

would aid in development and acquisition 
of IPs in the sector, 

  Improve national cyber security profile 
through electronic value chain initiatives. 

 The policy also puts special thrust on few 
industries. These include 

  Fabless Chip Design Industry,  
 Medical Electronic Devices Industry, 
  Automotive Electronics Industry and 
  Power Electronics for Mobility and 

Strategic Electronics Industry 
 NPE 2019 replaces the National Policy of 

Electronics 2012 (NPE 2012). NPE 2012 
aimed at a turnover of about USD 400 
billion for the ESDM sector by 2020 
 

Sikaria Mega Food Park 
About Mega Food Park Scheme 

 The Central Government is focusing on 
boosting the food processing industry so 
that agriculture sector grows exponentially 
and become a major contributor to 
doubling the farmer’s income and ‘Make In 
India’ initiative of the government. 

 To give a major boost to the food 
processing sector by adding value and 
reducing food wastage at each stage of the 
supply chain with particular focus on 
perishables, Ministry of Food Processing 
Industries is implementing Mega Food Park 
Scheme in the country.  

 Mega Food Parks create modern 
infrastructure facilities for food 
processing along the value chain from 
farm to market with strong forward and 
backward linkages through a cluster 
based approach.  

 Common facilities and enabling 
infrastructure is created at Central 
Processing Centre and facilities for 
primary processing and storage is 



Officers IAS Academy, Chennai 

Page | 8  
 
 
 
 
 

created near the farm in the form of 
Primary Processing Centers (PPCs) and 
Collection Centers (CCs). 

  Under the Scheme, Government of India 
provides financial assistance upto Rs. 50.00 
Crore per Mega Food Park project. 
 

Eviction Of 1.1 Mn Forest Families 
Why it is in News? 

 The Supreme Court has asked the 
governments of 17 states to evict an 
estimated one million tribal and other 
households living in forests after their 
claims of the right to live in forests were 
rejected under the Forest Rights Act. 

 The court has directed the Dehradun-based 
Forest Survey of India to submit a satellite-
image based report on the encroachments 
removed. 

What’s the issue and what were the reasons for 
evacuation? 

 About 11,72,931 (1.17 million) land 
ownership claims made by scheduled 
tribes and other traditional forest dwellers 
under the Forest Rights Act have been 
rejected on various grounds, including 
absence of proof that the land was in their 
possession for at least three generations. 
 The law provides for giving land 
rights to those living on forest land for at 
least three generations before December 
31, 2005. 

Criticisms 
 The Forest Rights Law itself has been 

criticised by both wildlife activists and 
those fighting for the rights of tribespeople 
and forest-dwellers, albeit for different 
reasons. 

 The former believe giving people rights to 
live in forests will eventually harm the 
forests themselves and also wildlife. 

 The latter believe that the implementation 
of the law is far from perfect and that 
deficiencies in this have resulted in many 
valid claims being rejected by the states. 
The latter also allege that the government 
didn’t exactly put up an effective defence in 
the case, which was brought by wildlife 
NGOs and activists. 

About Forest Rights Act (FRA) 
 The act was passed in December 2006. It 

deals with the rights of forest-dwelling 
communities over land and other 
resources. 

  The Act grants legal recognition to the 
rights of traditional forest dwelling 
communities, partially correcting the 
injustice caused by the forest laws. 

Rights under the Act 
 Title rights – Ownership to land that is 

being farmed by tribals or forest dwellers 
subject to a maximum of 4 hectares; 
ownership is only for land that is actually 
being cultivated by the concerned family, 
meaning that no new lands are granted. 

 Use rights – to minor forest produce (also 
including ownership), to grazing areas, to 
pastoralist routes, etc. 

 Relief and development rights – to 
rehabilitation in case of illegal eviction or 
forced displacement; and to basic 
amenities, subject to restrictions for forest 
protection. 

 Forest management rights – to protect 
forests and wildlife. 

Eligibility 
 Eligibility to get rights under the Act is 

confined to those who “primarily reside in 
forests” and who depend on forests and 
forest land for a livelihood. 

  Further, either the claimant must be a 
member of the Scheduled Tribes scheduled 
in that area or must have been residing in 
the forest for 75 years. 

Process of recognition of rights 
 The Act provides that the gram sabha, or 

village assembly, will initially pass a 
resolution recommending whose rights to 
which resources should be recognised. 

 This resolution is then screened and 
approved at the level of the sub-division (or 
taluka) and subsequently at the district 
level. 

 The screening committees consist of three 
government officials (Forest, Revenue and 
Tribal Welfare departments) and three 
elected members of the local body at that 
level. These committees also hear appeals. 
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Economy 
 
Kisan Urja Suraksha evam Utthaan 
Mahabhiyan 
What’s in the news? 

 The Cabinet Committee on Economic 
Affairs, chaired by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has approved launch of 
Kisan Urja Suraksha evam Utthaan 
Mahabhiyan with the objective of providing 
financial and water security to farmers. 

Objectives 
 The proposed scheme consists of three 

components: 
○ Component-A: 10,000 MW of 

Decentralized Ground Mounted 
Grid Connected Renewable Power 
Plants. 

○ Component-B: Installation of 17.50 
lakh standalone Solar Powered 
Agriculture Pumps. 

○ Component-C: Solarisation of 10 
Lakh Grid-connected Solar 
Powered Agriculture Pumps. 

 All three components combined, the 
scheme aims to add a solar capacity of 
25,750 MW by 2022. The total central 
financial support provided under the 
scheme would be Rs. 34,422 crore. 

Significance of the scheme 
 The farmer will be able to use the 

generated energy to meet the irrigation 
needs and the excess available energy will 
be sold to DISCOM. This will help to create 
an avenue for extra income to the farmers. 

 The scheme has direct employment 
potential. Besides increasing self-
employment the proposal is likely to 
generate employment opportunity 
equivalent to 6.31 lakh job years for skilled 
and unskilled workers.   

 

Ordinance to curb Ponzi schemes 
What is a Ponzi scheme? 

 A Ponzi scheme is a fraudulent investing 
scam promising high rates of return with 
little risk to investors.  

 It involves the operator collecting a large 
amount of money from investors and 
paying them returns from their own money 
or the money collected from subsequent 
investors, rather than from profit earned 
by the person or the entity operating such 

a scheme. Eventually there isn't enough 
money to go around, and the schemes 
unravel. 

Why in News? 
 The Cabinet has approved the 

promulgation of an ordinance with regard 
to the Banning of Unregulated Deposit 
Schemes Bill, to protect investors from 
Ponzi schemes. The Lok Sabha had passed 
the Bill on the last day of the Budget 
session, but could not get the approval of 
the Rajya Sabha. 

 The proposed ordinance will tackle the 
menace of illicit deposit-taking activities 
launched by rapacious operators, who at 
present are exploiting regulatory gaps and 
lack of strict administrative measures to 
dupe poor and gullible people of their hard 
earned savings.  

 It provides for complete prohibition on 
promoting, operating, issuing 
advertisements or accepting deposits in 
any Unregulated Deposit Scheme. It also 
provide stiff penalties, including 10 years 
in jail for accepting and soliciting, deposits 
by unregulated entities.  

 

 ‘SWAYATT’ 
About GeM 

 The Government e-Marketplace (GeM) is a 
100 percent government owned company 
setup under the aegis of Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry for procurement 
of common use goods and services by 
Government ministries, departments and 
CPSEs. 

 In 2017, the government made it 
mandatory for all the departments and 
ministries to source goods and services 
from the GeM.  

 Since inception, GeM has processed 
1,386,030 orders worth Rs. 19,214 crore in 
gross merchandise value. 

Startup India  
 It is a flagship initiative of the Government 

of India, intended to build a strong 
ecosystem that is conducive for the growth 
of startup businesses, to drive sustainable 
economic growth and generate large scale 
employment opportunities.  
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 The Government through this initiative 
aims to empower startups to grow through 
innovation and design.  

Why in News? 
 Union Minister of Commerce & Industry, 

Suresh Prabhu, has launched the 
SWAYATT initiative. 

 It seeks to promote Start-ups, Women and 
Youth Advantage through eTransactions on 
GeM. This will bring together the key 
stakeholders within the Indian 
entrepreneurial ecosystem to GeM, the 
national procurement portal. 

 The Commerce Minister also dedicated 
GeM Start-up Runway-an initiative of GeM 
in association with Startup India to 
facilitate Startups registered with Startup 
India to access the public procurement 
market and sell innovative products and 
services to government buyers. 
 

Draft Logistics Policy 
Draft National Logistics Policy  

 Logistics is a very important component of 
ease of doing business as 80 % of ease in 
business relates to logistics. The logistics 
business in the country is worth USD 160 
billion and is growing at 7% - 8 % every 
year.  

 In February 2019, the Commerce ministry 
released the draft national logistics policy. 

 The policy aims to create a national 
logistics e-marketplace as a one-stop 
marketplace for exporters and importers, 
set up a separate fund for start-ups in the 
logistics sector, and to double employment 
in the sector. 

 By improving logistics, the Commerce 
Ministry hopes to provide an impetus to 
trade, enhance export competitiveness, 
improve India’s ranking in the Logistics 
Performance Index, reduce losses due to 
agri-wastage to less than 5 per cent, and 
bring down logistics costs to 10 per cent of 
GDP from the current levels of 13-14 per 
cent. 

Why in News? 
 Union Minister of Commerce & Industry, 

Suresh Prabhu, addressed the first 
stakeholder consultation on the draft 
logistics policy during the National 
Conference on Logistics Policy held on 19 – 
20 February, 2019 in New Delhi. 

 Speaking on this occasion Commerce 
Minister said that the cost of logistics in 

India is extremely high as compared to 
other countries. The vision of the policy is 
to ramp-up economic growth and trade 
competitiveness through an integrated, 
seamless, efficient, reliable and cost 
effective logistics network.  

SAFAR Mobile App 
 Commerce Minister also launched the 

SAFAR Mobile App. This app will help to 
gauge the actual issues faced by 
transporters on the road.  

 The app tracks the incidence of a number of 
parameters faced by transporters and 
automatically records the location of the 
issue. Transporters, truck drivers, and 
general public may use the app for 
reporting their logistics issues to the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry.  The 
app is available in 8 languages. 
 

National Rural Economic 
Transformation Project 
What’s in the news? 

 The Union Cabinet has approved the 
implementation of the National Rural 
Economic Transformation Project (NRETP) 
under the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana – 
National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-
NRLM). 

 It is an externally aided project through 
loan assistance from World Bank. 

Salient features 
 DAY-NRLM lays special emphasis on 

targeting the poorest of the poor and the 
most vulnerable communities and their 
financial inclusion. DAY-NRLM provides for 
mutually beneficial working relationship 
and formal platforms for consultations 
between Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) 
and Community Based Organizations 
(CBOs).  

 Under NRETP, innovative projects will be 
undertaken to pilot alternate channels of 
financial inclusion, creating value chains 
around rural products, introduce 
innovative models in livelihoods 
promotion and access to finance and scale-
up initiatives on digital finance and 
livelihoods interventions.  

Benefits 
 The technical assistance provided by 

NRETP and the higher level interventions 
facilitated by the project will enhance the 
livelihoods promotion and access to 
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finance and scale-up initiatives on digital 
finance and livelihood interventions. 

 

Agricultural Science Congress  
What’s in the news? 

 The National Academy of Agricultural 
Sciences in collaboration with the Indian 
Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) 
and Indian Agricultural Research Institute 
(IARI) organized the 14th  Agricultural 
Science Congress at New Delhi from 
February 20-23, 2019 on the theme 
"Innovations for Agricultural 
Transformation".  

 In his inaugural address Union Agriculture 
& Farmers Welfare Minister Radha Mohan 
Singh said that agri-based start-ups and 
entrepreneurship development need to be 
promoted and the Atal Innovation 
Mission (AIM) including Self-
Employment and Talent Utilization 
(SETU) is government’s endeavour to 
promote a culture of innovation and 
entrepreneurship. Innovations will play a 
critical role in developing solutions and 
pathways for addressing the agrarian 
challenges. 

 He added that the IARI has developed ‘Pusa 
Soil Testing and Fertilizer 
Recommendation Meter’ for facilitating the 
reach of soil testing at the farmers’ 
doorstep.  

Self-Employment and Talent Utilization  
 SETU is a techno-financial, incubation and 

facilitation program started in 2015 under 
NITI Aayog. 

 It will involve setting up of incubation 
centers and enhance skill development to 
give support and encouragement to young 
start-ups and other self-employment 
technology-intensive ideas. 

 It aims to create around 100,000 jobs 
through start-ups. 

Atal Innovation Mission 
 Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) is the 

Government of India’s flagship initiative to 
promote a culture of innovation and 
entrepreneurship in the country. 

 AIM aims to create an umbrella structure to 
oversee innovation ecosystem of the 
country and revolutionize the innovation 
eco-system by touching upon the entire 
innovation life cycle through various 
programs. 
 

RBI turns net buyer of dollars in FY19 
What’s in the news? 

 The RBI has turned net buyer of dollars in 
December, first time in the current fiscal 
(FY19), as it purchased $607 million on a 
net basis from the spot market. The RBI 
bought $837 million and sold $230 million 
in the spot market during the reporting 
month. 

 In FY18, the apex bank had net purchased 
$33.689 billion from the spot market, 
taking its total dollar purchase to $52.068 
billion, and sold only $18.379 billion, this 
helped the country scale a lifetime peak of 
$426.028 billion for the week to April 13, 
2018 in forex reserves. 

 But since then, the forex kitty has been 
fluctuating and mostly sliding. Forex 
reserves stood at $398.122 billion for the 
fortnight ended February 8, 2019. 

 Between April and November 2018, the 
central bank had net sold $26.51 billion in 
the spot market against net purchase of 
$18.017 billion in the same period in 2017. 

What is spot market? 
 The spot market is a public financial 

market in which commodities or financial 
instruments (including foreign currencies) 
are bought and sold for immediate delivery. 
The spot market contrasts with the futures 
market, where delivery occurs at a later 
date. 

 

Recapitalisation package for PSBs 
Prompt Corrective Action (PCA) 

 The PCA framework specifies the trigger 
points or the level in which the RBI will 
intervene with corrective action if a 
commercial bank’s financial condition 
worsens below a mark. It is to ensure that 
banks don't go bust. 

 The parameters that invite corrective 
action from the central bank are: 

o Capital to Risk weighted Asset 
Ratio (CRAR) 

o Net Non-Performing Assets (NPA) 
o Return on Assets (RoA) 

 With Bank of India, Bank of Maharashtra 
and Oriental Bank of Commerce recently 
coming out of the PCA, eight public sector 
banks are still under the PCA. 

What will happen when a bank brought under 
PCA? 
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 When these parameters reach the set 
trigger points for a bank, the RBI will 
initiate certain structured and 
discretionary actions for the bank 
including 

○ Restriction on dividend 
distribution/remittance of profits; 

○ Requirement on 
promoters/owners/parents to 
bring in more capital; 

○ Restrictions on branch expansion; 
○ Higher provisioning requirement; 

and, 
○ Restrictions on management 

compensation. 
Why in News? 

 The government has approved the 
disbursal of a re-capitalisation package of 
Rs 48,239 crore for 12 public sector banks. 

 The package had a fourfold objective  
○ bringing the better-performing 

banks currently in the PCA category 
out of it,  

○ helping those that have recently 
come out of PCA to stay out of it,  

○ equipping non-PCA banks to meet 
regulatory requirements,  

○ helping the remaining PCA banks to 
meet their requirements as well.  

 

MUDRA job report 
About PMMY 

 Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY) is a 
flagship scheme of Government of India to 
“fund the unfunded” by bringing micro and 
small entrepreneurs enterprises to the 
formal financial system and extending 
affordable credit to them.  

 It enables micro and small entrepreneurs 
to borrow loans upto Rs 10 lakhs for non-
farm income generating activities. The 
scheme was launched in 2015. 

 Loans can be granted under three 
categories 

○ up to Rs 50,000 under 'Shishu' 
○ Rs 50,001-Rs 5 lakh under 'Kishore'  
○ Rs 5,00,001-Rs 10 lakh under 

'Tarun' category. 
 So far, 15.56 crore loans worth a total of Rs 

7.23 lakh crore have been disbursed. 
Why in News? 

 The Labour Bureau has submitted its 
survey on employment generated by the 
MUDRA loan scheme to the Labour 
Ministry. It is awaiting the Minister’s 

approval and is likely to be released in the 
first week of March.  

 However, some economists have advised 
caution in the interpretation of MUDRA 
data, especially as it relates to jobs. They 
said that every new loan certainly doesn’t 
imply creation of a new job as it is 
improbable that these loans are being given 
to those who were formerly unemployed. 
They are more likely being given to people 
who are moving to self employment from 
other jobs resulting in no new net job 
creation. 
 

MFN status to Pakistan withdrawn 
What is the MFN status? 

 The MFN status is given under WTO’s 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT)- to which India is a signatory. 

 According to the MFN principle, If any 
country grants one country a special favour 
such as a lower customs duty rate for one 
of their products the same would need to 
be extended to all other WTO members.  

 Although its name implies favoritism 
toward another nation, it denotes the equal 
treatment of all countries. 

Why in News? 
 Following the Pulwama terror attack, India 

decided to withdraw MFN status to 
Pakistan and also slap 200% duty on 
imports from that country. 

 Cement manufacturers have welcomed the 
move since one of the major items of 
import from Pakistan is cement and the 
Centre’s action would erase the price 
advantage that the neighbouring country 
had enjoyed for quite some years. 

 

15th Finance Commission 
Background 

 The 15th Finance Commission was 
constituted on November 27, 2017 and is 
headed by former Rajya Sabha MP N.K. 
Singh. 

 The Terms of Reference (ToR) of 15th 
Finance Commission have drawn protests 
from many states, especially from southern 
ones, over its mandate to use 2011 Census 
data for resource allocation, rather than the 
earlier practice of using the 1971 Census. 

 Southern states, as well as states such as 
Punjab and Odisha have succeeded in 
reducing their population growth rates in 
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recent decades while growth rates of most 
northern states have remained high. 
Southern states allege that if the 
commission uses 2011 Census data, more 
resources will be transferred to northern 
states, thus penalizing states that have 
succeeded in controlling population. 

Why in News? 
 The 15th FC Chairman N.K. Singh has said 

that the Commission will not alter its 
approach on solely using the 2011 Census 
for population figures in its calculations for 
allocations to States. 

 However, he said other measures would be 
included that would ensure that States that 
have performed well by controlling 
population growth would not be penalised. 

 He added that the ToR also mandate the 
commission to look at incentives for States 
that have achieved success in terms of 
replacement rates and better demographic 
management. 

 
Old system for oil block bid 
Sedimentary basins in India 

 India has 26 sedimentary basins measuring 
3.14 million square kilometers. These are 
classified into four categories: Category-I 
basins where commercial production has 
been established like Cambay, Mumbai 
Offshore, Rajasthan, Krishna Godavari, 
Cauvery, Assam Shelf and Assam-Arakan 
fold belt; Category-II basins with known 
accumulation of hydrocarbons but no 
commercial production so far such as 
Kutch, Mahanadi-NEC (North East Coast), 
Andaman-Nicobar and Kerala-Konkan-
Lakshadweep. 

 The category-III basins have hydrocarbon 
reserves that are considered geologically 
prospective such as in Himalayan Foreland 

basin, Ganga Basin, Vindhyan basin, 
Saurashtra basin, Kerala Konkan basin, 
Bengal basin; and Category-IV which are 
the ones having uncertain potential which 
may be prospective by analogy with similar 
basins in the world. These include Karewa 
basin, Spiti-Zanskar basin, Satpura–South 
Rewa–Damodar basin, Chhattisgarh basin, 
Narmada basin, Deccan Syneclise, Bhima-
Kaladgi, Bastar basin, Pranhita Godavari 
basin and Cuddapah basin. 

Revenue sharing model 
 The government had two years back moved 

from production sharing contracts, where 
acreage for exploration of oil and gas was 
allocated to firms offering the largest work 
programmes (such as carrying out seismic 
survey and drilling of wells), to revenue 
sharing contracts, where the firm offering 
highest revenue to the government was 
given the blocks. 

Why in News? 
 Two years after the government shifted to 

revenue sharing contracts, a six-member 
panel, headed by NITI Aayog Vice Chairman 
Rajiv Kumar has suggested reverting back 
to older system of awarding areas in most 
basins based on exploration commitment. 

 In its report the panel recommended that 
unexplored areas in Category II & III basins 
be bid out exclusively based on exploration 
work programme. No revenue or 
production sharing other than payment of 
statutory levies (including royalty) should 
be the criteria. 

 The operators in Category II & III areas be 
given more concessions such as full 
marketing freedom to expedite production. 

 The government has formed a group of 
ministers to process the recommendations 
of the panel.

  
 

  



Officers IAS Academy, Chennai 

Page | 14  
 
 
 
 
 

International Relations 
 

Indus water treaty  
About 

 As per the treaty, control over three 
eastern rivers Ravi, Beas and Sutlej was 
given to India. While control over three 
western rivers Indus, Jhelum and Chenab 
was given to Pakistan. It allows India to use 
only 20% of the water of Indus river, for 
irrigation, power generation and transport.  

 It is said to be the most successful water 
treaty in the world. As, it has survived 
various India-Pakistan wars and other 
issues. Most disagreements and disputes 
have been settled via legal procedures, 
provided for within the framework of the 
treaty. 

 The Permanent Indus Commission (PIC) 
was set up as a bilateral commission to 
implement and manage the Treaty. The 
Commission also solves disputes arising 
over water sharing. It had last met in 
Islamabad in March 2017.  

 The World Bank’s role in relation to 
“disputes” and “differences” with respect of 
IWT is limited to the designation of people 
to fulfil certain roles when requested by 
either or both of the parties. 

Present Status 
 To utilize the waters of the Eastern rivers 

which have been allocated to India for 
exclusive use, India has constructed 
Bhakra Dam on Satluj, Pong and Pandoh 
Dam on Beas and Thein (Ranjitsagar) on 
Ravi.  

 These storage works, together with other 
works like Beas-Sutlej Link, Madhopur-
Beas Link, Indira Gandhi Nahar Project etc 
has helped India utilize nearly entire share 
(95 %) of waters of Eastern rivers. 

 However, about 2 MAF (Million Acre Feet) 
of water annually from Ravi is reported to 
be still flowing unutilized to Pakistan below 
Madhopur.  

Steps taken by India 
 Resumption of Construction of 

Shahpurkandi project 
 Construction of Ujh multipurpose 

project 
 The 2nd Ravi Beas link below Ujh-This 

project is being planned to tap excess water 
flowing down to Pakistan through river 
Ravi, even after construction of Thein Dam, 

by constructing a barrage across river Ravi 
for diverting water through a tunnel link to 
Beas basin. Government. of India declared 
this project as National Project. 

 

Iran to promote Chabahar 
About Chabahar port 

 It is located in the Gulf of Oman, near Iran’s 
border with Pakistan. 

 It serves as Iran’s only major oceanic port 
because it is the only major port of Iran that 
lies beyond the Strait of Hormuz and has 
direct access to the Indian Ocean. 

 India is currently involved in constructing 
a 560-mile-long railway line linking the 
Iranian port with the Hajigak in southern 
Afghanistan which is close to Zaranj-
Delaram Highway and also sent its first 
consignment of wheat to Afghanistan 
through the sea route connecting Gujarat’s 
Kandla port to Chabahar from where the 
shipment will be taken to Afghanistan 
through a land route.  

 Iran is the key link to provide connectivity 
to Central Asia and Europe, via the 
International North South Transport 
Corridor (INSTC). 

Promotion of Chabahar  
 With U.S. sanctions threatening Iran’s main 

port of Bandar Abbas, the Iranian 
government is planning to promote the 
Chabahar port being developed by India.  

 However, the Chabahar port has received a 
waiver from US sanctions and therefore 
other countries can cooperate through 
investment in Iran. 

 The Iranian government is planning to 
promote the Chabahar port being 
developed by India. 

 India has emphasized that Iran should not 
overemphasize on Chabahar port since it 
has only gotten that waiver because of 
Indian support, so that India may trade and 
develop Afghanistan.  

 Over-emphasis may cause US to withdraw 
such waiver. 

 The government of Iran wants to build 
Chabahar as the focal point with the entire 
coastline of 1,000 kilometers to be 
developed for oil refineries, petrochemical 
and steel factories, and other projects. 
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 In addition, Iran is planning a second 
airport near Chabahar and the 
development of a free trade zone. 

 
Why in news? 

 Iranian government is planning to promote 
the Chabahar port being developed by 
India. 

 

India-Argentina Relations 
Overview 

 India-Argentina relations are cordial and 
encompass political, economic, scientific 
and technological cooperation including 
Antarctic research and cultural 
cooperation. 

 India extends 35 ITEC (Indian Technical 
and Economic Cooperation) scholarships 
to working professionals from Argentina 
every year. 

 India and Argentina have supported each 
other on major international issues as well 
as each other´s candidatures to various UN 
and multilateral bodies. 

 India´s Exports to Argentina include 
organic chemicals, vehicles and auto-parts, 
lubricants, machinery, sound and image 
devices and garments and India´s Imports 
from Argentina are soybean oil, petroleum, 
copper, sunflower oil, leather, wool and 
ferroalloys. 

Recent Developments 
 India and Argentina signed 10 MoUs and 

Agreements during the three-day visit of 
the Argentine President Mauricio Macri.  

 President Mauricio Macri of Argentina held 
bilateral talks with the Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.  

 The visit of Argentine President 
Mauricio Macri also marks 70 years of the 
establishment of diplomatic relations 
between New Delhi and Buenos Aires. 

Why in news? 
 President Mauricio Macri of Argentina 

visited India. 
 

Kulbhushan Jadhav case 
Background  

 Pakistan has arrested Kulbhushan Jadhav 
from Balochistan province in, 2016 after he 
reportedly entered from Iran.  

 However, India maintains that Jadhav was 
kidnapped by terrorist organisations from 
Iran and handed over to Pakistan.  

 In 2017, Pakistan’s military announced that 
Kulbhushan Jadhav had been convicted and 
sentenced to death by a military court for 
“espionage and sabotage activities against 
Pakistan.” 

 Subsequently, the Kulbhushan Jadhav case 
was presented towards the International 
Court of Justice whereby the Court up till 
now has only directed Pakistan to “take all 
measures to ensure Jadhav is not executed 
pending the final decision of the Court.   

Main points in ICJ Case 
 Consular Access: India has accused 

Pakistan of violating the Vienna 
Convention on Consular Relations, 1963 by 
not giving India consular access to 
Kulbhushan Jadhav.  

 In response, Pakistan has asserted that 
Vienna Convention is not applicable to 
spies or terrorists and therefore it reserves 
the right to deny consular access to 
Kulbhushan Jadhav who has been accused 
of spying. 

 However, it is to be noted that the Vienna 
Convention does not make any exception 
for people suspected of committing 
espionage or terrorism-related offences 
and the ICJ has in the past also not 
interpreted the treaty to exclude offences 
such as espionage or terrorism. 

 India has asserted that the trial of 
Kulbhushan Jadhav by a Military Court was 
not free and fair. India was supported by 
observations from The International 
Commission of Jurists which has 
documented how Pakistani military courts 
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are not independent and the proceedings 
before them fall far short of national and 
international fair trial standards. 

 India and Pakistan signed a bilateral 
agreement on consular access in 2008. The 
agreement does provide a provision of 
consular access within three months of 
arrest or detention however this provision 
can be reconsidered on the grounds of 
arrest, detention or sentence made on 
political or security grounds.  

 Pakistan considers that the 2008 
agreement provides it ability to deny 
access to India to Kulbhushan Jadhav and 
that it also overrides the obligations under 
the Vienna Convention. However, India has 
asserted that the 2008 agreement does not 
override the Vienna Convention.      

About International Court of Justice 
 ICJ is the principal judicial organ of the 

United Nations.  
 It was established by the United Nations 

Charter, signed in 1945 at San Francisco, 
United States and is situated in Hague, 
Netherlands. 

 The Court is composed of 15 judges.  
 It has a dual role: in accordance with 

international law, settling legal disputes 
between States submitted to it by them and 
giving advisory opinions on legal matters 
referred to it by duly authorized United 
Nations organs and specialized agencies. 

 

Tibet Closed 
Background 

 Tibet has always been a subject of invasion 
and occupation.  

 While many a times, Tibet was invaded by 
other countries, for several centuries. 

 British had sustained Tibet as a buffer zone, 
but at the time of Independence of India, 
Tibet had de facto independent status 
under Chinese.  

 After 1949, the PRC came into being and 
India urged China to let Tibet be an 
autonomous region.  

 But in 1950, 20,000 People’s Liberation 
Army troops entered into Tibet and ended 
its independent status.  

Recent development 
 China is barring foreign travellers from 

Tibet over a period of several weeks. 
 This action has been taken mainly due to 

arrival of March 10 which is the 60th 

anniversary of 1959 uprising against 
Chinese rule in Tibet. 

 The 1959 uprising resulted in the flight of 
Tibet’s traditional Buddhist leader, the 
Dalai Lama, into exile in India and the 
beginning of increasingly harsh Chinese 
rule over the region.  

 Usually, While Chinese may travel to Tibet, 
foreigners are required to obtain a special 
permit in addition to their Chinese visas.  

Why in news? 
 China has barred foreign travellers from 

Tibet. 
 

India-Fiji Relations 
Background 

 Fiji, in the heart of Pacific Ocean, is an 
archipelago of 332 islands. 

 India and Fiji had identified IT, tourism and 
solar energy as key areas of future 
collaboration. 

 India has played a pivotal role in 
modernising the sugar factories in Fiji, and 
had extended $50.4 million Line of Credit in 
2005 for up-gradation of sugar mills in the 
island country. 

Same Line 
 India and Fiji signed a defence agreement 

in 2017 with a goal to deepen cooperation 
in maritime security and provide training 
for Fiji troops. 

 It has also agreed to extend its experience 
about climate change matters to India. 

 Fiji is also part of china’s Belt and Road 
Initiative. 

 This shows that Fiji sees china and India on 
an equal line. 

Why in news? 
 Fiji High Commissioner to India, Yogesh 

Punja said that Fiji is maintaining China-
India balance. 

 

India-Russia Defense 
About 

 Russia has been a longstanding and time-
tested partner for India.  

 Development of India-Russia relations has 
been a key pillar of India's foreign policy. 

 India-Russia military technical cooperation 
has evolved from a buyer - seller 
framework to one involving joint research, 
development and production of advanced 
defence technologies and systems. 

https://www.thehindu.com/tag/281-244/china/?utm=bodytag
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/281-244/china/?utm=bodytag
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 BrahMos Missile System as well as the 
licensed production in India of SU-30 
aircraft and T-90 tanks, are examples of 
such flagship cooperation. 

AK 103 assault rifles 
 India and Russia are close to concluding an 

Inter-Governmental Agreement (IGA) for a 
multi-billion deal to manufacture AK-103 
assault rifles. 

 After signing agreement, there will be 
direct business negotiations between 
Kalashnikov from Russia and India’s 
Ordnance Factory Board (OFB). 

 Army is looking to replace the indigenous 
INSAS (Indian National Small Arms 
System) rifles with AK 103.  

 The AK-103 will be bulk produced by the 
OFB with technology transfer. 

 

 
Why in news? 

 India, Russia close to inking multi-billion 
agreement for AK-103 assault rifles. 

 

Seoul Peace Prize 
About 

 The Seoul Peace Prize is sponsored by 
the Seoul Peace Prize Foundation.  

 The Seoul Peace Prize was established in 
1990 to commemorate the success of the 
24th Olympic Games held in Seoul. 

 The awardee receives a diploma, a plaque 
and honorarium of US$200,000. 

 The Seoul Peace Prize is awarded to 
Individuals or institutions which have 
made great contributions to the harmony 
of mankind and world peace in each field of 
endeavour around the world regardless of 
nation, race, religion, or ideology. 

Modi Awarded 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been 

honoured with the Seoul Peace Prize.  
 The South Korean government has 

awarded the Seoul Peace Prize for PM Modi 
in recognition of his service to 
international cooperation, global growth 
and human development. 

 PM Modi is the 14th recipient of the award.  

 Past winners of the Seoul Peace Prize 
include former UN Secretary General Kofi 
Annan, German Chancellor Angela Merkel 
and international relief organisations like 
Doctors Without Borders and Oxfam. 

Why in news? 
 Modi gets Seoul Peace Prize for improving 

global link. 
 

Chinese Surveillance 
About 

 The Uighurs live in Xinjiang, the largest and 
most western of China’s administrative 
regions, which is surrounded by Mongolia, 
Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Afghanistan, Pakistan and India.  

 They are Muslim, speak a language close to 
Turkish, and are culturally and ethnically 
closer to Central Asia than the rest of China. 

 Xinjiang has long had a rebellious and 
autonomous streak, with the indigenous 
ethnic Uighurs clashing with the 
authorities.  

 Uighurs allege that the Chinese state has 
been repressive, clamping down on 
mosques and religious schools. 

 
Recent Deveopment 

 Private employers in Xinjiang are more 
inclined to hire Han Chinese workers than 
local Uighurs who are disadvantaged by 
language and technical skills.  

 These measures have increased socio-
economic imbalance between Uighurs and 
Hans and aggravated the discontent among 
local Uighurs.  

DNA collection 
 Chinese had been collecting the DNA 

samples of Uighur people, in order to easily 
locate the people who, resist the Chinese 
plans. 

 The process had been undertaken with the 
help of Equipment made by Thermo Fisher, 
a US Massachusetts company. 
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 Since, recently a report was released 
alleging that China used this technology for 
surveillance purpose of Uighur Muslim. 
 So, the company announced that it 
will stop selling equipment to China. 

 Chinese scientists have contributed Uighur 
DNA samples to a global database, violating 
scientific norms of consent. 

 Xinjiang government denied the allegations 
and said that it had purchased DNA 
machines for only “internal use”. 

Why in news? 
 China uses DNA to track its people with US 

help.
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Science & Technology 
 

VIVID 2019 
Why in news? 

 The ‘VIVID-Vision Insight and Voices as 
India goes Digital’- the District 
Informatics Officer (DIO) meet was 
inaugurated by National Informatics 
Centre (NIC) on February 21, 2019. 

About VIVID 
 VIVID started in 2017, as an annual event, 

with the objective to empower NIC officials 
in the field of technology.  

 VIVID 2019 will be a landmark event for 
NIC, it would provide a cohesive and 
extensive platform for interaction and 
knowledge sharing. 

 The meet will be attended by other Senior 
Government officials from NIC and Central 
and State Governments. 

 The National meet will cover a wide range 
of relevant topics in various technical 
sessions including Emerging Technologies 
(Artificial Intelligence, Machine Learning & 
Big Data Analytics), Cyber Threats & 
Counter Measures, Enterprise Level 
Applications, and other relevant topics. 

About NIC 
 The National Informatics Centre (NIC) is 

the premier science and technology 
organisation of the Government of India in 
informatics services and information and 
communication technology (ICT) 
applications.  

 It is part of the Indian Ministry of 
Electronics and Information Technology's 
Department of Electronics & Information 
Technology.  

 The NIC was established in 1976. 
 It plays a pivotal role in steering e-

governance applications in the 
governmental departments at national, 
state and district levels, enabling the 
improvement in, and a wider transparency 
of, government services.  

 Almost all Indian-government websites are 
developed and managed by NIC. 
 

Drug price units 
Why in news? 

 Punjab and Gujarat will set up Price 
Monitoring & Research unit (PMRU).  

 It would be set up by National 
pharmaceutical Pricing Authority, the apex 

body which controls and monitors drug 
prices, in collaboration with the 
Department of Health and State drug 
controller. 

About PMRU 
 PMRU is aimed at: 

o monitoring the notified prices of 
medicines 

o detection of violation of the 
provisions of DPCO 

o pricing compliance and  
o ensuring availability of medicines. 

 Recently, Kerala became the first state to 
set up a PMRU to track violation of prices of 
essential drugs and medical devices under 
the drugs price control order (DPCO)-the 
orders issued by Government declaring a 
ceiling price for essential and lifesaving 
medicines. 

About DPCO 
 Drug Price Control Orders (DPCO) are 

issued by the Government, in exercise of 
the powers conferred under section 3 of the 
Essential Commodities Act, 1955. 

 For enabling the Government to declare a 
ceiling price for essential and life saving 
medicines (as per a prescribed formula) so 
as to ensure that these medicines are 
available at a reasonable price to the 
general public. 

About NPPA 
 The National Pharmaceutical Pricing 

Authority (NPPA) is a government 
regulatory agency that controls the prices 
of pharmaceutical drugs in India. 

 It was formed on 29 August 1997. 
 

Stem cells trial to treat spinal cord 
injuries 
Why in news? 

 Japan approves stem cells trial to treat 
spinal cord injuries.  

 A team of Japanese researchers will carry 
out an unprecedented trial using human-
induced pluripotent stem cells (iPS) to 
treat spinal cord injuries. 

What are induced pluripotent stem cells? 
 Induced pluripotent stem cells (iPSCs) are 

adult cells that have been genetically 
reprogrammed to an embryonic stem cell–
like state by being forced to express genes 
and factors important for maintaining the 
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defining properties of embryonic stem 
cells. 

 Although additional research is needed, 
iPSCs are already useful tools for drug 
development and modeling of diseases, and 
scientists hope to use them in 
transplantation medicine. 

 About stem cells 
 Stem cells have the remarkable potential to 

develop into many different cell types in 
the body during early life and growth.  

 In addition, in many tissues they serve as a 
sort of internal repair system, dividing 
essentially without limit to replenish other 
cells as long as the person or animal is still 
alive.  

 When a stem cell divides, each new cell has 
the potential either to remain a stem cell or 
become another type of cell with a more 
specialized function, such as a muscle cell, 
a red blood cell, or a brain cell. 

 

Atmospheric Water Generator  
Why in news? 

 The Defence PSU Bharat Electronics Ltd 
(BEL) has unveiled the Atmospheric Water 
Generator (AWG) at the Aero India 2019. 

 The new product aims to provide an 
innovative solution to meet the ever-
increasing need for drinking water 
worldwide. 

About Atmospheric Water Generator 
 The Atmospheric Water Generator would 

generate water straight from the 
humidity present in the atmosphere 
through a novel technology. 

 The Atmospheric Water Generator extracts 
water from the humidity present in the 
atmosphere through the process of 
condensation and purifies it. 

 The water generator uses the process of 
heat exchange for condensing the 
atmospheric moisture to produce pure, 
safe and clean potable water. 

 The Atmospheric Water Generator is 
integrated with a Mineralisation Unit to 
add minerals which are required to make 
the water potable. 

 The Atmospheric Water Generator would 
be made available in both static and mobile 
(vehicular) versions and would be 
available in 30 litres/day, 100 litres/day, 
500 litres/day and 1,000 litres/day 
capacities. 

 The Atmospheric Water Generator is being 
manufactured by BEL in collaboration with 
CSIR-IICT and MAITHRI, a start-up 
company based in Hyderabad. 

 The search for the alternate sources of 
water has become a necessity due to the 
twin challenge of water pollution and 
climate change.  

 

ATL Drone Module 
Why in news? 

 NITI Aayog’s Atal Innovation Mission 
releases ATL Drone Module at Aero India. 

About ATL Drone module 
 With the ATL Drone Module, young 

students of India will learn how to create 
their own drones and use them for solving 
community problems in India. 

 Students will be able to connect this 
module to their academic subjects, 
especially physics and mathematics, and 
enhance their spatial problem-solving 
skills.   

About AIM 
 Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) is 

Government of India’s flagship initiative to 
foster a spirit of innovation and 
entrepreneurship across India. 

 It is launched by the NITI Aayog. 
 The Atal Innovation Mission has two core 

functions: 
o Entrepreneurship promotion 

through Self-Employment and 
Talent Utilization, where in 
innovators would be supported and 
mentored to become successful 
entrepreneurs. 

o Innovation promotion: to provide a 
platform where innovative ideas 
are generated. 

 AIM’s flagship schemes include: 
o Establishing Atal Tinkering Labs 

and Atal Incubation Centres 
o Providing scaling up support to 

Established Incubation Centres 
o Finding ultra-low cost solution to 

India’s most intractable problems 
through Atal Grand Challenges and 
Atal Vikas Challenges. 

 AIM has selected more than 5000 Atal 
Tinkering Labs (ATLs) where young 
innovators get access to latest technologies 
of microelectronics, Internet of Things 
(IoT), 3D printing, robotics, drone 
technology, artificial intelligence and so on. 
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Tejas, world’s lightest fighter 
About Tejas 

 India’s Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas 
has received the final operational clearance 
(FOC) from military aviation regulator for 
induction into the Indian Air Force (IAF) as 
a weaponised fighter jet. 

 The LCA Tejas is an Indian single-seat, 
single-jet engine, multi-role light fighter. 

 Its design is highly manoeuvrable, with a 
tailless, compound delta wing 
configuration. 

 It came from the Light Combat Aircraft 
(LCA) programme, which began in the 
1980s to replace India’s ageing MiG-21 
fighters. 

 Later, the LCA was officially named “Tejas”, 
meaning “Radiant” by the then Prime 
Minister. 

 It is the smallest and lightest in its class of 
contemporary supersonic combat aircraft. 

 It is designed by the Aeronautical 
Development Agency (ADA) and developed 
by Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) 
for the Indian Air Force and Navy. 

 This indigenously produced will reduce the 
monetary constrains, and provide more 
efficiency to Indian Defence. 

Why in news? 
 Tejas got its FOC(Final Operation 

Clearance) on the event of Aero India 2019. 
 Aero India is a exhibition of aircrafts held 

every two years by Department of Defence 
Production, Ministry of Civil Aviation. 

 

DRDO scouts for R&D partners 
DRDO on R&D partnership 

 DRDO is looking for collaboration in six 
advanced military technologies namely (a) 
Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft 
(AMCA) (b) Unmanned Combat Aerial 
Vehicles (UCAVs) and UAVs (c) materials 
(d) sensors (e) avionics and (f) artificial 
intelligence. 

 Defence Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO) has also launched 
‘Dare to Dream’ contest to encourage 
startups and individuals to come up with 
innovative defence and aerospace 
technologies.  

 It’s objective is to unearth disruptive ideas 
and concepts in emerging technologies 
identified by DRDO for enhancing defence 
capabilities. 

About DRDO 
 DRDO is India’s premier organization 

established in 1958 for research related to 
country’s defence technology. 

 It is under administrative control of 
Ministry of Defence. 
 

Jaipur physicist solves puzzles on 
interactions of nature 
Why in news? 

 The work of a physicist on the standard 
model of particle physics, explaining new 
aspects of dark matter, dark energy and 
disappearance of anti-matter in the 
Universe. 

 It has been recognised by Belle 
Collaboration, an international body of 
more than 400 physicists and engineers, 
head quartered at the High Energy 
Accelerator Research Organisation, 
Tsukuba, Japan. 

More on the news 
 Physicist Dinesh Kumar and his team has 

provided “tantalising hints” of laws of 
nature beyond the current theory of Higgs 
boson, also referred to as the elusive God 
particle. 

 Kumar has made measurements that 
cannot be explained by the standard model 
and are related to the decay of a sub-atomic 
particle known as “beauty meson”. 

 Mesons are subatomic particles composed of 
one quark and one antiquark.  

 The findings of his research, which started 
in 2016, have been confirmed by Belle 
Collaboration. 

 Kumar said that his work has helped solve 
“puzzles on new interactions of nature” by 
seeking to explain the disappearance of 
anti-matter in the universe.  

 He said this decay could not be explained 
by the standard model. 

 By studying the beauty masons further, he 
believes that one can easily conclude about 
the interaction of God particle. 

What is Standard model? 
 The standard model is a theory of Particle 

Physics. 
 It says all the material around us is made up 

of 12 matter particle (also known as 
Fermions). 

 The other 11 particles predicted by the 
model have been found and only Higgs 
particle was not yet found. 
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What is Higgs Boson particle? 
 This particle is theoretically responsible for 

mass, without which there would be no 
gravity and no universe. 

 Therefore it is also called the “God” particle. 
 The Higgs particle was proposed in the 

1960s by British physicist Peter Higgs as a 
way of explaining why other particles have 
mass. 
 

Why did dinosaurs go extinct? 
Why in news? 

 Scientists recreate the order of events at 
the end of the Cretaceous period with data 
from Deccan traps. 

About the research 
 The dinosaurs were killed off by an 

asteroid smashing into the Earth some 66 
million years ago. 

 The massive volcanic eruptions over 
hundreds of thousands of years may have 
contributed to the dinosaurs’ demise at the 
end of the Cretaceous period. 

 Before the 1980s, the dominant theory had 
been that huge and prolonged volcanic 
eruptions caused a rapid and deadly shift in 
the planet’s climate by sending vast clouds 
of ash, gas and dust into the atmosphere. 

 Then scientists discovered the huge 
Chicxulub crater of an ancient asteroid 
impact off the Caribbean coast of Mexico, 
which they posited had sent so much debris 
into the atmosphere that it hampered 
photosynthesis in plants and killed off 
three-quarters of life on Earth. 

 Ever since, scientists have maintained a 
lively debate about the relative 
contribution of each cataclysmic event to 
the mass die-off. 

 The authors of the current research were 
able to date massive lava flows with far 
greater precision, whittling it down from 
around a million years to a period of tens of 
thousands of years. 

 They have concluded that after asteroid 
strike massive volcano and earthquake 
may have caused the mass extinction. 
 

 Indelible ink vs. invisible ink 
Why in news? 

 Indelible ink, the purple stain that billions 
of Indians show off during elections, may 
face an invisible challenger in the near 
future.  

Highlights 
 The Delhi-based National Physical 

Laboratory (NPL), the creator of indelible 
ink, has a new concoction that, when 
applied on the finger, doesn’t leave a trace, 
instead it merely glows a bright orange 
when a low-intensity beam of ultraviolet 
light is shone on it. 

 The NPL prepared the ‘invisible ink’ as part 
of a pilot project mooted by the Mysore 
Paints and Varnish Ltd. (MVPL). 

 The MVPL, a Karnataka government 
company, has a monopoly on the 
manufacture of indelible ink since 1962, 
and is a major supplier to the Election 
Commission of India (ECI).  

 It also exports the indelible ink for 
elections in other countries.  

 The indelible ink was formulated as a 
deterrent against voting twice. But voters 
in some countries found the stained fingers 
as a nuisance. So MVPL asked NPL for a 
solution. 

Invisible ink 
 It is a transparent “organic-inorganic” 

liquid mixture which is biodegradable and 
could be washed off in 48 hours. 

 The ink works on the well-known principle 
of fluorescence that certain materials emit 
a characteristic glow when exposed to 
ultraviolet light.  

 It however, glows only when exposed to a 
narrow band of frequencies of ultraviolet 
(UV) light.  

 Commercial UV markers or inks respond to 
a very broad spectrum of UV light. So, along 
with the ink, NPL will supply an 
inexpensive LED (costing no more than 
Rs.30) that would emit a specific frequency 
of UV. 

 The NPL’s invisible ink experiment is 
linked to a larger project of creating 
security inks that could be used to make 
bank notes and documents, such as 
passports, more secure. 

 But NPL’s invisible ink wouldn’t be put to 
immediate use by the EC, since Indian 
elections are spread out over many weeks. 

Indelible ink 
 Electoral ink, indelible ink, electoral stain 

or phosphoric ink is a semi-permanent ink 
or dye that is applied to the forefinger 
(usually) of voters during elections in order 
to prevent electoral fraud such as double 
voting. 
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 It is an effective method for countries 
where identification documents for 
citizens are not always standardised or 
institutionalised.  

 Election ink uses silver nitrate, and 
excessive exposure can cause argyria. 

 Electoral stain typically contains a pigment 
for instant recognition, a silver nitrate 
which stains the skin on exposure to 
ultraviolet light, leaving a mark that is 
impossible to wash off and is only removed 
as external skin cells are replaced. 

 Industry standard electoral inks contain 
10%, 14% or 18% silver nitrate solution, 
depending on the length of time the mark is 
required to be visible. 

 Although normally water-based, electoral 
stains occasionally contain a solvent such 
as alcohol to allow for faster drying, 
especially when used with dipping bottles, 
which may also contain a biocide to ensure 
bacteria aren't transferred from voter to 
voter. 

 Election stain typically stays on skin for 72–
96 hours, lasting 2 to 4 weeks on the 
fingernail and cuticle area. The election ink 
used puts a permanent mark on the cuticle 
area which disappears only with the 
growth of new nail. 

 Stain with concentrations of silver nitrate 
higher than 18% have been found to have 
no effect on stain longevity, as even with 
stronger solutions silver nitrate doesn't 
have a photosensitive reaction on live skin 
cells. This means that the stain will wear off 
as new skin grows. 

 Electoral stain is traditionally violet in 
colour, before the photosensitive element 
takes effect to leave a black or brown mark. 

 

New Universe map 
Why in news? 

 A new map of the night sky, charts 
hundreds of thousands of previously 
unknown galaxies discovered using a 
telescope that can detect light sources 
optical instruments cannot see. 

 The map created by the LOFAR 
observations, part of which was published 
in the journal Astronomy & Astrophysics. 

About the research 
 More than 200 astronomers from 18 

countries were involved in the study, which 
used radio astronomy to look at a segment 
of sky over the northern hemisphere, and 

found 3,00,000 previously unseen light 
sources thought to be distant galaxies. 

 The team used the Low Frequency Array 
(LOFAR) telescope in the Netherlands to 
pick up traces or “jets” of ancient radiation 
produced when galaxies merge.  

 These jets, previously undetected, can 
extend over millions of light years. 

 With radio observations we can detect 
radiation from the tenuous medium that 
exists between galaxies. 

 Black holes — which have a gravitational 
pull so strong that no matter can escape 
them  emit radiation when they engulf 
other high-mass objects such as stars and 
gas clouds. 

 The new observation technique would 
allow astronomers to compare black holes 
over time to see how they form and 
develop.  

 If you look at an active black hole, the jets 
(of radiation) disappear after millions of 
years, and you won’t see them at a higher 
frequency (of light). 

 But at a lower frequency they continue to 
emit these jets for hundreds of millions of 
years, so we can see far older electrons. 
 

SC lifts ban on Saridon 
Why in news? 

 The Supreme Court has ruled in favour of 
Saridon, a heritage brand from the 
healthcare product portfolio of Piramal 
Enterprises Ltd. (PEL), exempting its 
formulation from the list of banned FDCs 
(fixed dose combinations). 

What are FDC drugs? 
 An FDC drug is one that contains two or 

more active ingredients combined in a 
fixed dose to form a single drug. 

 Several cough syrups, painkillers and 
dermatological drugs in India are FDCs. 

 Some are marketed with licenses approved 
only by state regulatory agencies instead of 
the Drug Controller General of India. 

 These FDCs could be irrational and unsafe 
for consumption, with potential health 
risks.   

 Rampant use of FDCs has allowed antibiotic 
resistance to assume threatening 
proportions in India. 

 However, not all FDCs are unsafe as some 
are crucial to treat chronic illnesses like 
diabetes and HIV.
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Environment 
 
Western Disturbance  
Why in news? 

 A Western Disturbance as a trough in 
middle and upper troposphere over 
Pakistan and neighbourhood and its 
induced upper air cyclonic circulation over 
Northwest Rajasthan and adjoining areas 
of Haryana and Punjab was predicted to 
affect northwest India during next 48 hours 
as on Feb 20,2019.  

 This is the 6th Western Disturbance 
affecting Northwest India during this 
month. 

Weather Warnings 
 Widespread rainfall/snowfall activity 

would occur over Jammu & Kashmir, 
Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand till 
tomorrow. 

 Widespread light to moderate 
rainfall/thundershowers would occur over 
Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh and fairly 
widespread over West Uttar Pradesh. 

 Scattered rainfall activity/thundershowers 
would occur over Rajasthan and over East 
Uttar Pradesh. 

Western Disturbance: 
 Western Disturbance is the term used to 

describe an extra-tropical storm that 
brings sudden winter rain and snow to the 
north-western parts of the Indian 
subcontinent. 

 This is a non-monsoonal precipitation 
pattern driven by the Westerlies. 

Origination 
 The moisture in these storms usually 

originates over the Mediterranean Sea and 
the Atlantic Ocean. 

 They carry moisture usually in the upper 
atmosphere (unlike tropical storms where 
it is carried in the lower atmosphere). 

 In India, moisture is sometimes shed as 
rain when the storm system encounters 
with the Himalayas. 

 In the Himalayan region of India, monsoon 
current progresses from east to west. But 
the WDs move across north India from 
west to east, with consequent rise in 
pressure and cold pool of air in the rear. 

 

“Waste to Wonder” Park  
Why in news? 

 “Waste to Wonder” Park under the South 
Delhi Municipal Corporation (SDMC)  was 
inaugurated by Union Home Minster 

About Waste to Wonder Park 
 The main attractions of the “Seven 

Wonders Park” are the different sized tall 
replicas of the Taj Mahal (20 ft.), the Great 
Pyramid of Giza (18 ft.), the Eiffel Tower 
(60 ft.), the Leaning Tower of Pisa (25ft.), 
Rio de Janeiro’s Christ the Redeemer statue 
(25 ft.), Rome’s Colosseum (15 ft.), and New 
York’s Statute of Liberty (30 ft.).  

 The seven replicas have been made with 
the scrap of automobile parts and other 
metal waste like fans, rods, iron sheets, nut- 
bolts, bicycle & bike parts, defunct sewer 
lines and age old appliances gathering dust 
in the 24 Municipal Stores.  

 In all, 150 ton of scrap and waste have been 
used to build the park. 

 

Pangolins 
Why in news? 

 Obsession for its supposedly medicinal 
scales in China is believed to have made the 
ant-eating Chinese Pangolin, one of two 
species found in South Asia, extinct in India. 

 The pangolin is the most trafficked 
mammal in the world.  

 Though hunted for its meat across the 
northeastern States and in central India, 
the demand for its scales in China has made 
it the most critically endangered animal in 
less than a decade. 

 
About Pangolin 

 Pangolin is only scaly mammal on the 
planet. 

 According to Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), it is 
also the most illegally traded vertebrate 
within its class (Mammalia). 
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 Of the eight species of pangolin worldwide, 
two are found in India. They are Chinese 
pangolin (manis pentadactyla), mostly 
found in northeast India and Indian 
pangolin (Manis crassicaudata). 

 Pangolins has large, overlapping scales on 
its body which act as armour. 

 It can also curl itself into ball as self-
defence against predators. 

 The colour of its scales varies depending on 
colour of earth in its surroundings. 

 Pangolins is an insectivore, feeding on ants 
and termites, digging them out of mounds 
and logs using its long claws. 

 It is nocturnal and rests in deep burrows 
during the day. 

 Pangolins is smuggled for its scales as it 
believed that they possess magic or charms 
and have medicinal properties. 

 The scales serves as base component for 
indigenous (traditional) psychotropic 
substances. 

 China is main illicit hub (market) for 
smuggled scales of Pangolins, where they 
have huge demand for medicinal and 
magical purposes. 
 

Great Indian hornbills 
Why in news? 

 A group of researchers from NCBS-TIFR in 
Bengaluru and Nature Conservation 
Foundation in Mysuru observed eight 
hornbill nests, three located in contiguous 
forests and five located in modified 
habitats such as coffee plantations.  

 They found that the birds followed similar 
nesting behaviour but adapted to the 
changed environment.  

 The study is published in the journal 
Ornithological Science. 

 

 
Research Observation 

 The team chose to study the great Indian 
hornbills nesting in the Anamalai hills. 

 Great hornbills may adapt to habitat 
modification provided that their key 
requirements for food and nesting are 
fulfilled in the habitats, is the key finding of 
the habitat. 

About the Great Indian Hornbill 
 Near threatened– IUCN Red List 
 State bird of Kerala and Arunachal Pradesh 
 Long-lived, living for nearly 50 years in 

captivity 
 Found in the Indian subcontinent and 

Southeast Asia 
 Predominantly frugivorous, but is an 

opportunist and will prey on small 
mammals, reptiles and birds. 

 Appendix I of CITES 
Threats 

 Logging 
 Forest clearance for agriculture 
 susceptible to hunting pressure 
 The casque and tail feathers are targeted in 

many locations across the range; both are 
used as adornments by local communities 

 

Punjab’s blackbuck 
About Blackbuck 

IUCN staatus 
 Found in — India, Nepal and Pakistan 

(extinct in Bangladesh). 
 They are the sole extant member of 

the genus Antilope 
 State animal of Andhra Pradesh, 

Haryana & Punjab 
 The blackbuck is a diurnal antelope (active 

mainly during the day) 
 Habitat — grassy plains and slightly 

forested areas. Due to their regular need of 
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water, they prefer areas where water is 
perennially available. 

 It is found in Central- Western India (MP, 
Rajasthan, Gujarat, Punjab, Haryana, 
Maharashtra and Odisha) and Southern 
India (Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, and 
Tamil Nadu). 

 Threats: excessive hunting, deforestation 
and habitat degradation through 
conversion to agricultural use. 

 Conservation efforts: 
o Bishnoi community of Rajasthan is 

known worldwide for their 
conservation efforts to blackbuck 
and Chinkara 

o In India, hunting of blackbuck is 
prohibited under Schedule I of the 
Wildlife Protection Act of 1972 

o CITES Appendix III (Nepal) 
 Protected Areas: 

o Velavadar Blackbuck Sanctuary — 
Gujarat 

o Point Calimere Wildlife Sanctuary 
o Nilgiri biosphere reserve 
o Corbett national park 

Why in news? 
 Punjab State government data shows 

that, in 2018, as many as 25 blackbucks 
died, while the wildlife wing was 
successful in saving the lives of 18 
injured blackbucks.  

 It faces a severe threat from stray cattle, 
attacks by stray dogs, and habitat 
fragmentation due to change in land use 
and cropping patterns over the past few 
years. 
 

Aussie mammal the first ‘climate 
change extinction’ 
Why in news? 

 Australia officially declared a Great Barrier 
Reef rodent extinct, making it the first 
mammal believed to have been killed off by 
human-induced climate change. 

Bramble Cay Melomys 
 Bramble Cay melomys is a small rat-like 

(rodent) animal species in the family 
Muridae. 

 It is Great Barrier Reef’s only endemic 
(found nowhere else) mammal species. 

 It was mainly found in a small coral cay 
called Bramble Cay located off the north 

coast of Queensland in the Torres Strait 
between Australia and Papua New Guinea. 

 Their coral cay habitat was only 340m long 
and 150m wide and was 3m above sea 
level. 

 It was first discovered in 1845 on the cay 
by Europeans who shot the “large rats” for 
sport. 

 The last known sighting of this species was 
in 2009 by a professional fisherman. 

Reasons for Extinction: 
 The main reason for extinction Bramble 

Cay melomys is anthropogenic climate 
change. 

 The climate change caused in ocean 
inundation (due to sea rise) of the low-
lying cay areas of their habitat over the last 
decade resulting in dramatic habitat loss. 

 
 

Policy bias against rainfed 
agriculture 
Why in news? 

 A new rainfed agriculture atlas has been 
released recently. It has been released by 
Revitalising Rainfed Agriculture (RRA) 
Network. 

 The atlas not only maps the agro 
biodiversity and socio-economic 
conditions prevailing in such areas, but also 
attempts to document the policy biases that 
are making farming unviable for many in 
these areas. 

Challenges present 
 Three out of five farmers in India grow 

their crops using rainwater, instead of 
irrigation. 

 However, per hectare government 
investment into their lands may be 20 
times lower, government procurement of 
their crops is a fraction of major irrigated 
land crops, and many of the government’s 
flagship agriculture schemes are not 
tailored to benefit them. 

 There has been “negligence” toward 
rainfed areas which is leading to lower 
incomes for farmers in these areas. 
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Farmers in rainfed areas are receiving 40% 
less of their income from agriculture in 
comparison to those in irrigated areas. 

 Lands irrigated through big dams and canal 
networks get a per hectare investment of 
₹5 lakh. Watershed management spending 
in rainfed lands is only ₹18,000-25,000. 

 The difference in yield is not proportionate 
to the difference in investment. When it 
comes to procurement, over the decade 
between 2001-02 and 2011-12, the 
government spent ₹5.4 lakh crore on wheat 
and rice. Coarse cereals, which are grown in 
rainfed areas, only had ₹3,200 crore worth 
of procurement in the same period. 

 Flagship government schemes, such as 
seed and fertiliser subsidies and soil health 
cards, are designed for irrigated areas and 
simply extended to rainfed farmers 
without taking their needs into 
consideration. 

What needs to be done? 
 A more balanced approach is needed to 

give rainfed farmers the same research and 
technology focus, and production support 
that their counterparts in irrigation areas 
have received over the last few decades. 

 In the long run, cash incentives and income 
support like the PM-KISAN scheme 
announced in the budget are better than 
extensive procurement. While income 
support is important to help farmers 
through the current crisis, it is now the time 
to design better structured interventions 
for the future. 

 

‘Guerilla rains’  
Why in news? 

 With an eye on the Tokyo 2020 Olympics, 
Japanese researchers are developing a new 
system to accurately forecast torrential 
downpours — known in Japan as ‘guerilla 
rainstorms’ — 30 minutes before they 
strike. 

About the research 
 Scientists have created a high-tech radar 

capable of producing a three-dimensional 
map of a rain cloud in 30 to 60 seconds.  

 They say this is a significant improvement 
on existing systems that measure only 
parts of a cloud in up to five minutes. 

 Along with the radar, installed last year at 
Saitama University, just north of Tokyo, the 
team is also using radio waves to estimate 

the amount of water vapour in the air to 
improve their forecasts. 

 The waves slow down depending on the 
volume of vapour in the air, making for a 
more accurate forecast. 
 

Synthetic fibres  
Why in news? 

 According to a recent study, synthetic 
fibres like nylon and polyesters are major 
contributors of micro plastic pollution in 
the environment. 

Research findings 
 Synthetic fibres are petroleum-based 

products. They are not recyclable and 
biodegradable like natural fibres such as 
wool, cotton and silk 

 Microplastics are plastics which are less 
than five mm in diameter in size. Sources of 
micro plastic include clothing, cosmetics, 
industrial processes etc. 

 Microplastic pollution has become a major 
environmental concern. According to a 
2017 International Union for Conservation 
of Nature (IUCN) report, microplastics are 
estimated to constitute up to 30% of 
marine litter polluting the oceans 

 In the oceans, pieces of microscopic plastic 
are consumed by plants and animals and 
enter the human food chain through 
harvested fish. The ingestion of 
microplastics is very dangerous as these 
substances contain high concentrations of 
toxic chemicals such as polychlorinated 
biphenyls. 

 The recent study has suggested measures 
to prevent microplastic pollution; such as  

o minimise the use of synthetic 
fibres,  

o substitution of synthetic fibres with 
biosynthetic fibres and natural 
fibres, 

o large scale use of bacteria that 
could aid in biodegradation of the 
fibres for reuse and  

o blending synthetic fibres with 
natural fibres to increase durability 
and make them recyclable. 
 

Reopening of Sterlite  
Why in news? 

 Supreme Court set aside the order of the 
National Green Tribunal, which permitted 
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the re-opening of the Sterlite plant at 
Tuticorin. 

More on the issue 
 Sterlite is a copper smelting unit and is a 

subsidiary of the Vedanta Group. The plant 
had been ordered to be closed down by the 
Tamil Nadu government due to 
environmental pollution 

 The apex court held that NGT (a) lacked 
jurisdiction to entertain the appeal by the 
plant’s owner (b) It does not have the 
power to examine the validity of 
government orders and (c) It is not a 
constitutional court to employ unlimited 
powers to constitute a committee. 

About NGT 
 The NGT was established in 2010 under the 

National Green Tribunal Act,2010 for the 
effective and quick disposal of various 
cases related to the protection and 
conservation of forests, environment and 
other natural resources including the 
enforcement of any legal right related to 
the environment. 

 

Green crackers 
Why in news? 

 Four months after it banned polluting 
firecrackers, the Supreme Court, realised 
that the concept of non-polluting ‘green 
crackers’ remains a non-starter. 

Green Crackers 
 Green crackers are so named because they 

do not contain harmful chemicals that 
would cause air pollution. 

 SWAS stands for safe water releaser, SAFAL 
stands for safe minimal aluminum and 
STAR stands for safe thermite cracker. 

 These crackers are 15-20 percent cheaper 
than the conventional ones. 

 STAR eliminates usage of Potassium nitrate 
and sulphur. 

 SAFAL has less usage of aluminum as 
compared to commercial crackers. 

 The firecrackers have a unique property of 
releasing water vapour. 

 The crackers will come in the market after 
the approval from Petroleum and Explosive 
Safety Organization (PESO). 
 

Phase II of rooftop solar programme 
Why in news? 

 Cabinet approves Phase-II of Grid 
Connected Rooftop Solar Programme for 

achieving cumulative capacity of 40,000 
MW from Rooftop Solar Projects by the 
year 2022. 

Significance 
 The Programmes will have substantial 

environmental impact in terms of savings 
of CO2 emission. 

 Considering average energy generation of 
1.5 million units per MW, it is expected that 
addition of 38 GW solar rooftop plants 
under Phase-II by year 2022 will result in 
CO2 emission reduction of about 45.6 
tonnes per year. 

 The programme has directed employment 
potential. Besides increasing self-
employment the approval is likely to 
generate employment opportunity 
equivalent to 9.39 lakh job years for skilled 
and unskilled workers. 

What is rooftop solar? 
 Rooftop solar installations — as opposed to 

large-scale solar power generation plants 
— can be installed on the roofs of buildings.  

 As such, they fall under two brackets: 
commercial and residential.  

 This simply has to do with whether the 
solar panels are being installed on top of 
commercial buildings or residential 
complexes. 

What are the benefits? 
 Rooftop solar provides companies and 

residential areas the option of an 
alternative source of electricity to that 
provided by the grid.  

 While the main benefit of this is to the 
environment, since it reduces the 
dependence on fossil-fuel generated 
electricity, solar power can also augment 
the grid supply in places where it is erratic. 

 Rooftop solar also has the great benefit of 
being able to provide electricity to those 
areas that are not yet connected to the grid 
— remote locations and areas where the 
terrain makes it difficult to set up power 
stations and lay power lines. 

 

Sea squirt that sucks plastic particles 
About sea squirt 

 A rubbery sea creature with an irritating 
habit of clinging to ships and invading 
beaches could help measure plastic 
pollution as it can filter tiny particles from 
the ocean and store them in its soft tissue. 
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Why in news? 

 Israeli researchers have found that 
ascidians — round, palm-sized animals 
also known as sea squirts — can thrive in 
dirty industrial areas and pristine waters 
alike, allowing them to detect and analyse 
waste and its impact in various regions. 

About the research 
 A staggering amount of plastic flows into 

the ocean each year. The United Nations 
says it is as if a garbage truck full of plastic 
was dumped into the water every minute, a 
rate some estimates show could lead to 
oceans carrying more plastic than fish in 30 
years. 

 But the long-term impact of the waste, 
particularly tiny pieces called microplastic, 
is still not fully understood. 

 As a bonus, sea squirts are related in 
evolutionary terms to human beings. So 
studying them and the plastic inside them 
could be more insightful than looking at 
creatures like fish. 

 

Travel on a jet, using cooking oil 
Why in news? 

 The Dehradun-based Indian Institute of 
Petroleum has successfully finished a pilot 
test to convert used cooking oil into bio-
aviation turbine fuel (Bio-ATF), which can 
be blended with conventional ATF and 
used as aircraft fuel. 

About the research 
 The Institute collected used cooking oil 

from caterers and hotels in Dehradun for 
the pilot, which has now set the platform 
for commercial use of the technology.  

 The chemical composition of the used 
cooking oil is identical to other plant-based 
oils that have been converted to Bio-ATF.  

 They have shown that Bio-ATF production 
is possible from used cooking oil. 

About Bio-jet fuel 
 Bio jet fuel is greenhouse gas (GHG) 

neutral, carbon neutral, reduces air 
pollution. 

 Capping its blending with aviation turbine 
fuel will help to bring down import bill on 
crude oil.  

 Moreover, commercialization of aviation 
biofuel promises large-scale employment 
avenues both in formal and informal sector, 

 The use of bio jet fuel will help in reducing 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by about 
15% and sulfur oxides (SOx) emissions by 
over 99%.  

 It is expected to provide indigenous jet fuel 
supply security. Its usage also offers 
superior engine performance and reduced 
maintenance cost for the airline operators
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Culture 
 

Swadesh Dharsan Scheme  
Overview 

 Swadesh Darshan Scheme was launched by 
the Union Ministry of Tourism in 2014-15.  

 This flagship scheme of the Ministry of 
Tourism aims at the development of 
thematic circuits in a planned and 
prioritized manner across India. 

 India’s rich cultural, historical, religious 
and natural heritage provides great scope 
to develop tourist circuits on specific 
themes to attract the tourists. 

 Eco Circuit: Pathanamthitta – Gavi 
– Vagamon – Thekkady Project 

 It has been developed as a 150 km circuit 
and includes Eco-Adventure Tourism Park 
at Vagamon, Cultural Centre 
at Kadamanitta, Eco Log Huts 
at Peerumedu, Idukki, Approach Roads, 
Walking trails, Rain Shelters at Pine Valley 
Forest, Thekkady, Kumily, MoozhiyarDam, 
Penstock and Kakki. 

 The eco-tourism circuit aims to protect the 
flora and fauna of Pathanamthitta and 
Idukki districts including places like 
Gavi, Peerumedu. 

Why in news? 
 The Union Tourism Minister K. J. Alphons 

inaugurated the ‘Eco 
Circuit: Pathanamthitta – Gavi 
– Vagamon – Thekkady’ project 
at Vagamon, Kerala. 

 

Guru Ravidas 
About 

 Guru Ravidas was a North Indian mystic 
poet of the bhakti movement. 

 Guru Ravidas Jayanti is celebrated on Magh 
Purnima, which is the full moon day in the 
Hindu calendar month of Magha. 

 The Adi Granth of Sikhs, in addition to the 
Panchvani are the two of the oldest 
documented sources of the literary works 
of Guru Ravidas. 

 He had penned several devotional songs 
which made a huge impact in the Bhakti 
movement during the 14th to 16th century 
CE. 

Teachings 
 Guru Ravidas spoke against the caste 

divisions and spoke of removing them to 
promote unity.  

 His teachings resonated with the people, 
leading to a religion being born called 
the Ravidassia religion, or Ravidassia 
Dharam based on his teachings. 

 He taught about the omnipresence of God 
and said that a human soul is a particle of 
God and hence Ravidas rejected the idea 
that people considered lower caste cannot 
meet God. 

Why in news? 
 The President of India, Shri Ram Nath 

Kovind has greeted fellow citizens on the 
eve of the birthday of Guru Ravidas.  

 
Virtual Experiential Museum 
Overview 

 The Prime Minister, Sri Narendra Modi 
inaugurated the newly established Virtual 
Experiential Museum (VEM) in Man Mahal 
at Varanasi. 

 Virtual Experiential Museum has been 
established by the National Council of 
Science Museum (NCSM) working under 
the Ministry of Culture, Government of 
India.  

 NCSM has worked hard to show a glimpse 
of various cultural aspects, tangible and 
intangible, of Varanasi through the use of 
modern and sophisticated virtual reality 
technology in this museum.  

 Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural 
Heritage (INTACH) helped in designing and 
curation of this Virtual Experiential 
Museum and also in preparing of script for 
various documentaries to be shown in this 
VEM. 

 A tour of VEM will be a unique experience 
for the visitors where they will get the 
experience of the holy ghats, classical 
music, weaving of sari, Ram Leela, 3D view 
of monuments, narrow lanes and betel 
shop etc. of Varanasi. 

Man-Mahal  
 Man – Mahal was constructed by Raja Man 

– Singh in 1600 A.D., a close associate of 
Mughal Emperor Akbar.  

 Later, in 1734, an observatory was 
constructed on the roof of this monument 
by Sawai Jai Singh II of Jaipur, which was 
planned by Samarath Jagannath to 
calculate time, prepare lunar and solar 
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calendar, study movement & angles of star 
and planet. 

Why in news? 
 The Prime Minister, Sri Narendra Modi 

inaugurated the newly established Virtual 
Experiential Museum (VEM) in Man Mahal 
at Varanasi. 

 

Shisht Bharat Campaign 
About 

 The Shisht Bharat campaign is launched by 
an NGO. 

 It aims to strengthen the moral character of 
Indian citizens by sensitizing them about 
values of morality, civic sense, politeness, 
decorum and dignity. 

 Launched initially in Delhi NCR, the 
campaign brings together policy-makers, 
media personalities, parents, RWAs, Delhi 
traffic police, NGOs, corporate houses and 
multinationals together for the promotion 
of the cause. 

Three Pillars 
 Educate the masses by engaging with 

schoolchildren, parents, youth, media 
persons, ordinary citizens and advocacy 
with policy makers. 

 Reach out to community members by 
engaging with RWAs, market clusters, 
clubs, associations and other relevant 
stakeholders. 

 Inspire action through novel and 
encouraging methods like social media, 
competitions and awards, among others. 

Why in news? 
 The Union Minister of State (Independent 

Charge) Development of North-Eastern 
Region (DoNER), MoS PMO, Personnel, 
Public Grievances & Pensions, Atomic 
Energy and Space, Dr Jitendra Singh 
launched the ‘Shisht Bharat Abhiyan’ 
organised by an NGO. 

 

Forbidden City 
About 

 For the first time since 1925, when the 
former home of the emperors of the Ming 
and Qing dynasties became a museum, the 
Forbidden City has opened its doors to the 
public at night for two days. 

 The show consisted of light displays and 
projections, as well as a performance by the 
Peking Opera staged at the Belvedere of 
Pleasant Sounds, the Forbidden City’s 
largest theatre. 

 The museum said that the Forbidden City 
had not opened at night before because of 
the cost and complexity of providing 
security for relics in nearly 1,000 buildings 
spread over 180 acres. 

Why in news? 
 For the first time since 1925, the forbidden 

city opened its doors to visitors at night to 
showcase a light festival.
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Miscellaneous 
 
Projects in Island 
Why in news? 

 Four islands in the Andamans and three in 
Lakshadweep have been identified for 
seaplane operations, while private sector 
participation has been invited for tourism-
based projects.  

Island development Agency 
 The IDA was set up in June 2017 under the 

Chairmanship of the Home Minister of 
India. 

 IDA focuses on holistic development of 
Island territories of India 

 It undertakes reviews on the progress 
relating to holistic development of 
identified islands.  

 It Works under Home Ministry. 
 Other Members of the IDA include Cabinet 

Secretary, Home Secretary, Secretary 
(Environment, Forests and Climate 
Change), Secretary (Tourism) and 
Secretary (Tribal Welfare).  

 NITI Aayog has been mandated to steer the 
process of holistic development of 
identified islands as unique models of 
sustainable development. 

 10 islands namely Smith, Ross, Aves, Long 
and Little Andaman in Andaman & Nicobar 
and Minicoy, Bangaram, Suheli, Cherium 
and Tinnakara in Lakshadweep have been 
identified for holistic development in the 
first phase. 

 
 
Projects 

 Swaraj Dweep, Shaheed Dweep, Hutbay 
and Long in Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
and Kavaratti, Agatti and Minicoy in 
Lakshadweep have been identified for 
seaplane operations. 

 Key infrastructure projects such as 
operationalisation of the Diglipur airport 

for civilian aircraft and the construction of 
a new airport on Minicoy Island. 

 Bids for private sector participation in 
three tourism-based projects have already 
been invited by the Andaman & Nicobar 
Administration.  

 The Ministry of Commerce has issued a 
notification extending tax incentives for 
investments made in manufacturing and 
service sector in islands of Andaman and 
Nicobar and Lakshadweep. 

 In order to sustainably utilise the potential 
of Tuna fish, 10 deep-sea modern fishing 
vessels are being procured by the 
Lakshadweep administration from Cochin 
Shipyard Limited. 

 

 
 

Censor Board 
Overview 

 The Central Board of Film Certification 
(CBFC or Censor Board as some may call it) 
is a statutory censorship and classification 
body under the Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting, Government of India.  

 In India, the CBFC was set up regulate the 
public exhibition of films under the 
provisions of the Cinematograph Act 1952. 

 The CBFC is composed of actors, writers, 
composers, scholars, industrialists, and 
politicians. CBFC offices are located in 
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Mumbai, Kolkata, Chennai, Bangalore, 
Thiruvananthapuram, Hyderabad, New 
Delhi, Cuttack and Guwahati. 

Objectives of Censor Board  
 To ensure healthy entertainment, 

recreation and education to the public. 
 To make the certification process 

transparent and responsible. 
 To create awareness among advisory panel 

members, media and film makers about the 
guidelines for certification and current 
trend in films through workshops and 
meetings. 

 To adopt modern technology for 
certification process through 
computerization of certification process 
and upgrades of infrastructure. 

Why in news? 
 The Central Board of Film Certification 

(CBFC) banned a total of 793 films in 16 
years. 
 

New Version of Brahmos 
Overview 

 BrahMos is supersonic cruise missile 
developed by BrahMos Aerospace, a joint-
venture between Russia’s 
Mashinostroyenia and India’s Defence 

Research and Development Organisation 
(DRDO).  

 It has been named after two rivers 
Brahmaputra and Moskva (river in western 
Russia). 

 It is two-stage missile, the first one being 
solid and the second one ramjet liquid 
propellant.  

 Brahmos operates on ‘fire and forget 
principal’.  

 It was initially capped at 290 km as per 
obligations of Missile Technology Control 
Regime (MTCR). Since India’s entry into 
this elite club, its range was extended to 
450 km and plan is to increase it to 600km. 

 It is capable of being launched from land, 
sea, sub-sea and air against sea and land 
targets.  

New version 
 India is working on BrahMos NG.  
 The idea is to have a smaller missile with 

the same capabilities.  
 The missile will fly at 3.5 times the speed of 

sound instead of 2.8 Mach.  
 The reduced weight enables the NG variant 

to be carried by the indigenous Light 
Combat Aircraft (LCA).  

Why in news? 
 New version of BrahMos to be tested in 

three years.
 

 
 
 

  



Officers IAS Academy, Chennai 

Page | 34  
 
 
 
 
 

News in-depth 
General Studies-1 

 

Healing Touch 
Context 

 People expected some measures to 
strengthen the country’s ailing public 
healthcare system from this year’s Union 
budget. 

 However, the much-needed strengthening 
of the country’s primary healthcare system 
has once again taken a backseat indicating 
the government’s misplaced priorities. 

 There is, indeed, an increase of more than 
Rs 7,000 crore in nominal terms from last 
year’s expenditure on health in this year’s 
budget — the outlay has increased from Rs 
56,045 crore to Rs 63,298 crore. 

 Accounting for inflation, this amounts to a 
9.2 per cent increase in real terms. 

Issue 
 However, allocation under the National 

Rural Health Mission (NRHM) — which 
provides funds for rural primary 
healthcare — has been reduced in real 
terms (accounting for inflation). 

 Its share in the health component of the 
budget has declined steeply over the past 
four years — from 52 per cent in 2015-16 
to 41 per cent this year. 

Neglecting of the major components of primary 
care 

 Within the NRHM, there have been budget 
cuts for reproductive and child healthcare 
projects and maintenance of rural 
healthcare infrastructure. 

 The allocation for controlling 
communicable diseases under the NRHM 
has been reduced in real terms. 

 Communicable diseases like TB, diarrhoea, 
pneumonia, hepatitis and other infections 
are still a major problem for India. 

 Conversion of health sub-centres to health 
and wellness centres that put more 
emphasis on non-communicable diseases 
does not augur well for primary care in the 
country. 

 Neglecting these major components of 
primary care seems to be a continuation of 
the policies that have led to the virtual 

dismantling of the rural public health 
infrastructure. 

Allocation for Urban and tertiary care were also 
reduced: 

 The National Urban Health Mission has 
been allocated only Rs 950 crore — this, 
when the estimated average yearly 
budgetary requirement for the mission is 
Rs 3,391 crore from Central funds. 

 Allocation for tertiary care components — 
the Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha 
Yojana (a programme for building-AIIMS 
like institutes), for example — has also 
remained stagnant in real terms. 

 Funds for upgrading district hospitals have 
been reduced by 39 per cent in real terms. 

Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana 
 Majority of the increase in the budget’s 

health component has gone to fund the Rs 
6,556-crore Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 
Yojana (PMJAY). 

 The scheme is supposed to give a Rs 5-lakh 
annual coverage for in-patient care to 10-
crore poor families. However, the 
budgetary allocations do not match up to 
that promise. 

Concerns 
 The National Sample Survey’s (NSS) health 

data of 2014 shows that out of an estimated 
total 24.85 crore families in India, 5.72 
crore hospitalisations had to be made. 

 By that calculation, out of the 10-crore 
families, there would be roughly 2.3 crore 
hospitalisations in a year. 

 This means that from the Rs 6,556 crore 
government funds, health insurance 
agencies on average have only Rs 2,850 to 
pay per hospitalisation (assuming there are 
no administrative costs or insurance 
overheads). 

 The average out-of-pocket expenditure 
(OOPE) per hospitalisation is much higher 
— around Rs 15,244 as per NSS 2014 data, 
which amounts to Rs 19,500 in 2019-20 
assuming a 5 per cent annual inflation. 

 The PMJAY’s budgetary provisions for 
insurance agencies will barely cover 15 per 
cent of this expenditure. 

Under-utilisation of funds in the allied sectors 
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 In the allied sectors, there was an alarming 

under-utilisation of funds in the 2018-19 
fiscal. 

 The revised estimates for the year show 
that the National Rural Drinking Water 
Mission and the Pradhan Mantri Matru 
Vandana Yojana have utilised only 78 per 
cent and 50 per cent of the budgeted funds, 
respectively. 

 The government’s flagship programme, 
Swachh Bharat Mission (rural), also did not 
fully utilise the Rs 15,343 crore allocated in 
2018-19. 

 Its allocation has been further reduced to 
Rs 10,000 crore for 2019-20. 

 The neglect of the ICDS under the UPA 
government has accelerated since 2014. 

 This year’s budgetary allocation for the 
scheme, in real terms, is still a touch below 
the expenditure of 2013-14. 

Increasing out-of-pocket expenditure: majority 
of the treatment not covered by the insurance 
schemes 
 

 The modest increase in budgetary 
allocations in health should have been 
prioritised towards improving the worn-
out public sector district hospitals, 
community health centres, primary health 
centres and sub-centres in under-served 
areas. 

 Instead, public money has been 
inefficiently used for the more expensive 
intervention of insurance, which can cover 
just 15 per cent of only in-patient OOPE. 

 NSS 2014 data shows that 97 per cent 
episodes of illnesses in India are treated in 
out-patient care centres and this accounts 
for 63 per cent of the overall medical 
expenditures. 

 So, a majority of the treatment and 
expenditures are not even covered by the 
insurance scheme for in-patient treatment. 

Conclusion 
 

 Neglecting public health infrastructure and 
public provisioning to make way for 
monetary support in the form of insurance 
for buying healthcare services from the 
private sector is not pro-poor policy. 

 It is transfer of public funds to the 
corporate sector in the name of pumping 
technological interventions. 

 There is no surprise that the private sector 
has welcomed the government’s insurance 
initiative. 
 

Without land or recourse 
context 

 Supreme court has ordered the eviction of 
lakhs of people whose claims as forest 
dwellers have been rejected under the 
Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional 
Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest 
Rights) Act, 2006, or FRA. 

Ramifications of such decision 
 That this order negates the claims of 

citizens under special protection of the 
Constitution, viz. the Scheduled Tribes and 
other vulnerable communities already 
pushed by gross governmental neglect 
precariously to the edge, is another matter 
altogether. 

 The question centres on the responsibility 
of the Supreme Court in upholding 
constitutional claims and equal citizenship. 

Background 
 The order in question was issued in the 

case of Wildlife First & Ors v. Ministry of 
Forest and Environment & Ors. 

 The question before the court as stated in 
the order of 2016 when the matter was last 
heard related to “the constitutional validity 
of the [FRA] and also the questions 
pertaining to the preservation of forests in 
the context of the above-mentioned Act.” 

 The details regarding claims made under 
the FRA that were placed before the court 
by the petitioner in 2016 showed that of 
the 44 lakh claims filed before appropriate 
authorities in the different States, 20.5 lakh 
claims (46.5%) were rejected. 

 Obviously, a claim in the context of the 
above-mentioned Act is based on an 
assertion that a claimant has been in 
possession of a certain parcel of land 
located in the forest areas.” 

 A claim is made either for individual or 
community rights by the 
people/communities covered by the FRA. 
This is a plain reading of the Act, which is 
unambiguous on this score. 

New Order 
 In the present order of February 2019, the 

Supreme Court specifically directs 
governments in 21 States by name to carry 
out evictions of rejected claimants without 
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further delay and report on or before July 
12. 

Reasons Behind rejecting claims 
 According to the 2014 report of the High-

Level Committee on Socio-Economic, 
Health and Educational Status of Tribal 
Communities in India, constituted by the 
Government of India (Xaxa Committee), 
60% of the forest area in the country is in 
tribal areas — protected by Article 19(5) 
and Schedules V and VI of the Constitution. 

 Xaxa Committee observed that “claims are 
being rejected without assigning reasons, 
or based on wrong interpretation of the 
‘OTFD’ definition and the ‘dependence’ 
clause, 
because the land is wrongly considered as 
‘not forest land’and only forest offence 
receipts are considered as adequate 
evidence. 

 The rejections are not being communicated 
to the claimants, and their right to appeal is 
not being explained to them nor its exercise 
facilitated. 

Against The constitutional safeguards 
 The presence of Article 19(5)  in the 

Fundamental Rights, which specifically 
enjoins the state to make laws “for the 
protection of the interests of any Scheduled 
Tribe”, is vital. 

 Supreme Court ordered the eviction in 
complete disregard of this core and express 
fundamental right protection to Adivasis 
(as distinct from legal/statutory 
protection), which protects them from a 
range of state and non-state intrusions in 
Scheduled Areas as well as from the 
perennial threat of eviction from their 
homelands. 

Conclusion 
Supreme Court ordered the eviction in complete 
disregard of this core and express fundamental 
right protection to Adivasis (as distinct from 
legal/statutory protection), which protects them 
from a range of state and non-state intrusions in 
Scheduled Areas as well as from the perennial 
threat of eviction from their homelands 
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General Studies-2 
 

Pulwama Attack 
Background 

 The recent attack on a convoy of 
the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) on 
the Jammu-Srinagar Highway has shaken 
the country. 

 According to reports, the 78-vehicle 
convoy of CRPF was attacked by an 
explosive-laden SUV near Awantipora in 
Jammu and Kashmir’s Pulwama district. 

 20-year-old suicide bomber named Adil 
Ahmad Dar with links to terror outfit Jaish-
e-Mohammed. 

Jaish-e-Mohammed 
 Jaish-e-Muhammad (JEM or Army of 

Muhammad) is a Pakistan-based armed 
group that aims to undermine and 
overthrow Indian control over Indian-
administered Kashmir through attacks on 
security and government targets. 

 The group was founded by Masood Azhar, 
who previously fought under the banner of 
Harkat-ul-Mujahideen and has been linked 
to al-Qaeda. 

 JeM has carried out several high-profile 
suicide and other attacks against Indian 
targets since its formation. 

 The group is said to have actively 
supported the Afghan Taliban’s fight 
against US-led NATO forces since 2001. 

China’s stance  
 India frequently asks its neighbour 

to extradite Masood Azhar reportedly in 
the eastern Pakistani province of Punjab 
but Pakistan refuses, saying there is a lack 
of proof against him. 

 New Delhi has also called on the UN to list 
Mr Azhar as a global terrorist, but 
Pakistan’s close ally China continues to 
block the move. 

 India’s foreign ministry demanded that 
Pakistan to stop supporting terrorists and 
terror groups operating from their 
territory, and dismantle the 
infrastructure operated by terrorist outfits 
to launch attacks in other countries. 

India’s response 
 India has withdrawn the Most Favoured 

Nation or MFN status to Pakistan 
and imposed 200 per cent customs 
duties on goods from across the border. 

 India’s decision would significantly hit 
Pakistan’s exports to India, which stood 
at $488.5 million (around Rs.3,482.3 crore) 
in 2017-18 as it would drastically increase 
the prices of its goods. 

 Slapping an import duty of 
200% effectively means almost banning 
the imports from Pakistan 

 Over 40 nations have condemned the 
terror attack and New Delhi has asked the 
international community to support 
naming JeM chief Masood Azhar as a “UN 
designated terrorist”. 

 India refused visa requests from two 
Pakistani shooters expected to participate 
in the ongoing ISSF World Cup. 

 This resulted in International Olympic 
Committee deciding to restrict the 
withdrawal of recognition as an Olympic 
qualification event to the 25m rapid fire 
pistol competition in which the two 
Pakistani athletes were supposed to 
participate.  

 In a letter to the Indian Olympic 
Association (IOA), the IOC made it clear 
that all future international sporting events 
in India would be put on hold unless the 
host gave a written guarantee that there 
would be no discrimination on 
participation of athletes. 

Why revoking MFN will not hurt Pakistan? 
 Pakistan is an important export destination 

for India but India is not an export 
destination for Pakistan. Hence, revoking of 
MFN status would have minimal impact on 
the Pakistan Economy. 

 Further, according to a study, the informal 
trade between India and Pakistan is around 
$4.5 bn which is double when compared to 
the formal trade.  

 The informal trade mainly takes place 
through smuggling along the porous India- 
Pakistan borders and through Dubai and 
Singapore. Normally, the volume of 
informal trade increases in response to 
imposition of tariff and non-tariff measures 
by a country. 

 Hence, it is expected that the imposition of 
higher tariffs by the Indian government 
would lead to increase in the share of the 
informal trade and decrease in share of 
formal trade. 
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UN condemns 
 The United Nations Security Council 

(UNSC) condemned the Pulwama terror 
attackand underlining the need to hold 
those responsible accountable. 

 France is also working, in parallel, to 
sanction JeM chief Masood Azhar at the 
UNSC.  

 Similar action against Azhar in 2017 was 
blocked by China (India moved the 1267 
Sanctions Committee to ban Azhar twice 
before in 2009 and 2016).  

FATF “grey list” 
 Condemning the Pulwama February 14 

attack, the Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF), issued a stern statement to 
Pakistan to comply with an action plan on 
terror financing or face further action. 

 Pakistan was put on the ‘grey list’ or watch 
list of the FATF in June 2018 after a 
proposal moved by the U.S., the U.K., 
Germany and France was passed. 

 ‘Grey list’ comprises nations that are not 
doing enough to combat terrorism 
financing. Blacklist of the FATF that 
currently features Iran and North Korea – 
non-cooperative in the global fight against 
money laundering and terrorist financing, 
calling them “Non-Cooperative Countries 
or Territories” (NCCTs). 

 The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is 
an inter-governmental body established in 
1989 on the initiative of the G7. 

 It is a “policy-making body” which works to 
generate the necessary political will to 
bring about national legislative and 
regulatory reforms in various areas. 

 The FATF Secretariat is housed at the OECD 
headquarters in Paris. 
 

 
Way forward 

 As India already withdrawn the Most 
Favoured Nation status to Pakistan in a 

signal that it will not wait for preliminaries 
in the effort to isolate Pakistan. 

 The government also withdrew security to 
separatists in Jammu and Kashmir, BJP 
chief Amit Shah promised further action. 

 China must not, and cannot, evade 
questions about its previous blocking of 
action at the UN, specifically against Azhar. 

 Post-Uri, after terrorist attacks the air is 
always thick with calls for retributive 
cross-border strikes. 

 The effort must be to isolate Pakistan for its 
support to the Jaish and seek substantive 
action, to effectively upgrade intelligence 
and plug security gaps, and to win 
the confidence of the local population in 
the Valley. 

 

Saudi Arabia-India Relations 
Overview 

 India and Saudi Arabia enjoy cordial and 
friendly relations reflecting the centuries 
old economic and socio-cultural ties. 

 Saudi Arabia is India’s fourth largest 
trading partner and India has long played 
an important role in our economy. 

 Delhi Declaration (2006) and the Riyadh 
Declaration (2010) elevated India-Saudi 
Arabia bilateral relations to the level of 
'Strategic Partnership'.  

 This included joint development of defense 
products, enhanced cooperation to 
strengthen maritime security in the Gulf 
and the Indian Ocean regions, etc 

Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia in India 
 Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman 

recently visited India. 
 Joint Statement urged for the early 

adoption of UN Comprehensive Convention 
on International Terrorism 

 Both the sides resolved to create 
comprehensive security 
dialogue consisting of National Security 
Advisors. There would a Joint Working 
Group on counter terrorism. 

 Both the sides launched Strategic 
Partnership Council that is led by the Prime 
Minister and the Crown Prince. Saudi 
Arabia joined the International Solar 
Alliance. 

 Saudi Aramco is interested in partnering 
with the Abu Dhabi National Oil Company 
in developing an integrated refinery and 
petrochemicals complex at Ratnagiri in 

https://www.thehindu.com/topic/pulwama-attack-2019/
https://www.thehindu.com/topic/pulwama-attack-2019/
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Maharashtra, a $44 billion joint venture 
with Indian public sector involvement. 

Saudi Arabia relations with Pakistan  
 First, Pakistan is far too important to Saudi 

Arabia for internal security reasons for 
Riyadh to sacrifice its stake in Islamabad in 
order to please New Delhi.  

 Over and above the $6 billion already 
promised by Saudi Arabia, MBS has 
promised a further $20 billion in Saudi 
investment in Pakistan. 

 A large part is earmarked for investment in 
the construction of an oil refinery in 
Gwadar on the Makran coast, which is 
being developed as a strategic port by 
China and features prominently in 
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) plan. 

 It also acknowledged that disputes 
between India and Pakistan must be 
resolved bilaterally. 

Iran Angle  
 The Saudi-Iranian rivalry is being played 

out across the region, from Syria to Yemen. 
 Riyadh perceives Pakistan as a major 

asset it can use to check the spread of 
Iranian influence. It sees Pakistan Prime 
Minister Imran Khan and Pakistan Army 
chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa as more 
amenable to Saudi persuasion. 

 As Pakistan’s relations with Iran 
deteriorate, it is likely to move further into 
the Saudi orbit. 

 But Iran and India maintain close ties, 
which is said to be one of the major 
hindrance in India-Saudi relations. 

Conclusion 
 In the context of this strategic and 

economic nexus between Saudi Arabia and 
Pakistan, it will be unwise for New Delhi to 
seriously believe that it will be able to wean 
Saudi Arabia away from Pakistan. 

 However, India should take advantage of 
any benefit that accrues from India’s 
economic relations with Saudi Arabia but 
should not pin much hope on Riyadh in the 
political-strategic sphere. 

 Saudi Arabia is transforming and that the 
opportunities for partnership and growth 
are unlimited. Saudi Arabia is a G-20 
economy that is opening up to foreign 
investors at an unprecedented rate. 

 Vision 2030 of Saudi Arabia has created 
a roadmap for social and economic 

transformation and enabling the private 
sector is at the heart of it. 

 Saudi Arabia and India are moving from 
strength to strength as our nations undergo 
significant periods of positive change in 
order to realize the ambitious goals of 
Saudi Vision 2030 and New India @75. 
 

16th Lok Sabha Performance 
Context: 

 The recently concluded 16th Lok Sabha had 
its final sitting, marking an end to a 
disappointing five-year period. 

 The 16th Lok Sabha was unique in the 
sense that for the first time in three 
decades, the number of first-time MPs 
outnumbered those who had walked into 
the floor of the House earlier. Of the 543 
MPs, 314 were first-timers, accounting for 
58 per cent of the strength of the House. 

 But the concerning point is this Lok Sabha 
was surpassed only by the preceding one in 
terms of the low number of hours it 
worked. 

 Lok Sabha met for 1,615 hours, 40% lower 
than all full-term Parliaments. This 
shows a decline in the number of sitting 
days over the decades as well as a 
significant part of the scheduled time 
lost to disruptions. 

 
Working of Lok Sabha:  

 16th Lok Sabha saw 20 per cent less work 
than the earlier one found a PRS Legislative 
Report 

 The 16th Lok Sabha passed a total of 133 
Bills, of which six per cent were passed 
within 30 minutes. The number of Bills 
passed within half an hour in the previous 
Lok Sabha was 26 per cent. 

 This 16th Lok Sabha sat for 331 days 
(against a 468-day average for all previous 
full-term Lok Sabhas), and lost 16% of its 
time to disruptions. 

 In terms of referral of Bills to various 
committees, the 16th Lok Sabha referred 
only 25 per cent of the Bills, while the 
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previous House had referred around 70 
per cent of the Bills to various panels. 

 A big casualty was Question Hour:  the 
Lok Sabha lost a third of this time and 
the Rajya Sabha 60%, consequently, just 
18% of the starred questions in each 
House got an oral reply. 

 Another notable event was the Speaker 
blaming unruly behaviour for her inability 
to count the required number of MPs 
demanding a no-confidence motion but 
allowing the Union Budget to be passed in 
the interim. 

Key legislation happened in 16th Lok Sabha: 
 Parliament made some important laws. 

There was some effort to address the issues 
of corruption, black money and leakages. 

 The Goods and Services Tax was 
implemented and the bankruptcy code was 
enacted. 

 The IIM Act gave premier management 
educational institutions a level of 
autonomy not available to other public 
educational institutions. 

 The Juvenile Justice Act allowed children 
(between 16 and 18 years) accused of 
committing heinous crimes to be 
prosecuted as adults. 

 New Acts were passed: for treatment of 
mental health patients, and those with 
HIV/AIDS. Another Act was passed to 
ensure the rights of persons with 
disabilities. 

 The Prevention of Corruption Act was 
amended to make bribe-giving an offence. 

 Laws were made requiring a declaration of 
assets held outside India, and to declare as 
fugitives those economic offenders who 
had fled the country. The Aadhaar Act was 
passed to create a biometric-based identity 
system. 

 Twenty two out of the 55 government bills 
pending consideration of the Rajya Sabha, 
the upper house of Parliament, are set to 
lapse with the dissolution of the 16th Lok 
Sabha. 
 

Delhi dilemma: Centre vs State 
Context 

 The disadvantages of not having full 
statehood status has been felt by many 
elected regimes in Delhi. 

Timeline: 
 The Supreme Court’s split decision on the 

question of whether the government of the 

National Capital Territory of Delhi (NCTD) 
has executive control over those in its 
service points to the inherent complexity of 
the relations between the Delhi 
government and the Centre. 

 In June 2018, a five-judge Constitution 
Bench ruled that decisions of the Delhi 
government will not require the 
concurrence of the Lieutenant-Governor, 
except in matters relating to Land, Home, 
and Public Order. 

 However, that judgment was silent on 
matters relating to services and other 
issues. 

 Recently a number of petitions were filed 
challenging various notifications including 
on control of services and power of Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB). 

 The SC gave a verdict on the remaining 
issues recently. 

Key highlights of the SC Judgement: 
 About the Control of Services in National 

Capital, the bench differed on who should 
exercise the control. 

 Justice Sikri said that to facilitate smooth 
governance in Delhi, transfer, and posting 
of secretaries and Head of Departments can 
be done by Lieutenant Governor (LG) while 
in case of officer of Delhi, Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands Civil Service (DANICS) and 
Delhi, Andaman and Nicobar Islands Police 
Service (DANIPS), the files need to be sent 
from the council of ministers to the LG. 

 Justice Bhushan, however, differed with the 
opinion expressed by Justice Sikri and said 
that under the law, the Delhi government 
has no power to exercise control over 
services. 

 After the difference of opinion on the issue 
of control of services, the bench decided 
that the matter needs to be referred to a 
larger bench. 

About Article 239 AA and 239AB 
 The 69th Amendment Act, 1992 has added 

two new Articles 239AA and 239AB under 
which the Union Territory of Delhi has been 
given a special status. 

 Art. 239AA provides that the Union 
Territory of Delhi shall now be called the 
National Capital Territory of Delhi and its 
administrator shall be known as Lt. 
Governor. 

 It also creates a legislative assembly for 
Delhi which can make laws on subjects 
under the State List and Concurrent List 
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except on these matters: public order, land, 
and police. 

 Article 239AB provides that the President 
may by order suspend the operation of any 
provision of Article 239AA or of all or any 
of the provisions of any law made in 
pursuance of that article. This provision 
resembles Art.356 (President’s Rule) 

 It also provides for a Council of Ministers 
for Delhi consisting of not more than 10% 
of the total number of members in the 
assembly. 

Way forward 
 A possible solution under which transfers 

and postings of officers in the rank of Joint 
Secretary and above could be directly 
submitted to the LG, and those of others be 
processed by the Council of Ministers and 
sent to the LG. 

 In case of any dispute, the LG’s view will 
prevail. Justice Bhushan, on the other hand, 
has ruled that once it is accepted that there 
is no ‘service’ under the NCTD, there is no 
scope for its government to exercise any 
executive power in this regard. 

 A larger Bench will now decide on the 
question relating to control over the 
services. 

 The more significant challenge is to find 
a way out of the complexities and 
problems thrown up by the multiple 
forms of federalism and power-sharing 
arrangements through which relations 
between the Centre and its constituent 
units are regulated. 
 

The importance of being humane 
Context 

 Dismemberment was a method of torture 
practised with vigour in ancient India, 
crushing-by-elephant-foot another. 

 The Arthashastra prescribes mental 
torture through swear-words with or 
without physical assaults. Death by a 
thousand cuts was ancient China’s 
speciality. 

 The Tang Code (652 CE) describes judicial 
torture in detail. Ancient Japanese methods 
of torture numb the human imagination. 

 Their modern avatar in Japan’s World War 
II of biological and chemical 
experimentation on humans prisoners, 
mainly Chinese in Unit 731 stop the blood-
flow to one’s heart. 

Cautioned by history 

 The practice of custodial power is about 
men and sometimes, women who are in 
positions of power, even if for a brief while 
and over a limited terrain, having custody 
over a powerless person. 

 It is about the use of custodial opportunity 
to torture the captive’s body and mind. 

 And there, in that arena of wantonness, it 
becomes something of a sport for the 
human “Gods” that rule mere humans. 

 Custodial death, when not ‘natural’, is the 
extreme end-point of custodial torture. The 
death penalty, notwithstanding ‘due 
process’, is a close kin to this lawless and 
heartless game. 

 India has practised and continues to 
practise the ‘third degree’ with impunity. 
Let only him deny it who has cause to hide 
it. 

 But if torture is real, human revulsion with 
torture is also real. And it has shape, 
definition. It has scope. 

The Indian case 
 India took 13 years to sign the Convention 

against torture, but sign it did, on October 
14, 1997, during the 11-month-old Prime 
Ministership of I.K. Gujral. 

 He did what Rajiv Gandhi, V.P. Singh, 
Chandra Shekhar, P.V. Narasimha Rao, H.D. 
Deve Gowda could not, did not, do. But 
signing is only the first step. 

 Unless a convention is ratified and followed 
or preceded by domestic legislation that 
commits the ratifying party to compliance, 
the original signing carries no meaning. 
India has not ratified. 

 India’s non-ratification of the Convention is 
both surprising and dismaying. 

What is the constraint? 
 A state which signs the Convention has to 

have a domestic law on the subject to 
outlaw and prevent custodial torture. 

 Without such a law, there is no meaning to 
signing the Convention. And so, late as it 
was, the UPA II government introduced a 
Prevention of Torture Bill in the Lok Sabha 
in 2010 and had it passed in 10 days. 

 The bill as passed by the Lok Sabha was 
referred to a select committee of the Rajya 
Sabha. The committee gave its report 
recommending the Bill’s adoption later the 
same year. 

 Citing National Human Rights Commission 
figures of reported torture cases, the report 
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said the figures showed custodial torture 
was rising. 

 It also pointed out that the number of 
reported cases being only a fraction of 
actuals, the situation was serious. 
 

Recusal of Judges from cases issue: 
Context: 

 The judiciary is witnessing a spike in judges 
choosing not to hear cases without giving 
any valid reasons. In some of these cases, 
the judges had heard the matters for 
several months. 

 In recent years, there have been many 
instances from high courts where judges 
referred cases to the chief justice for 
sending them to another bench. 

 Now recusals have become quite 
mysterious. Nobody knows whether it’s a 
recusal order. Recusal requests were also 
never made the way they are used to be 
made these days. 

  There is a need that Judges should disclose 
reasons. 

Judicial disqualification by Judges themselves: 
 Judicial disqualification, referred to as 

recusal, is the act of abstaining from 
participation in an official action such as a 
legal proceeding due to a conflict of interest 
of the presiding court official or 
administrative officer. 

 Applicable statutes or canons of ethics may 
provide standards for recusal in a given 
proceeding or matter. 

 Providing that the judge or presiding 
officer must be free from disabling conflicts 
of interest makes the fairness of the 
proceedings less likely to be questioned. 

 The judges of higher courts in India are 
supposed to dispense justice fairly and 
fearlessly, regardless of their prejudices 
and preferences they inherit from their 
upbringing and, criticism they may face 
from losing parties. 

 An unfortunate trend has, however, set in 
recent times when judges prefer to sit out, 
incensed by insinuations or scared of losing 
their high moral ground. 

General Grounds for Recusal 
 Most commonly such motions are 

predicated upon a claim that the judge is 
biased in favour of one party, or against 
another, or that a reasonable objective 
observer would think he might be.  

 Interest in the subject matter, or 
relationship with someone who is 
interested in it. 

 Background or experience, such as the 
judge’s prior work as a lawyer. 

 Personal knowledge about the parties or 
the facts of the case. 

 Ex parte communications with lawyers or 
non-lawyers. 

 Rulings, comments or conduct. 
 Recusal Judges must always be  in conscious of 
“Oath of their office”: 

 In taking oath of office, judges, both of the 
Supreme Court and of the high courts, 
promise to perform their duties, to deliver 
justice, “without fear or favour, affection or 
ill-will”. 

 While “fear and favour” are “enemies of 
independence, which is a state of being”, 
affection and ill-will “undermine 
impartiality, which is a state of mind”. 

 The purpose of recusal, is to underpin these 
twin pillars of independence and 
impartiality. A decision, therefore, on a 
demand for a judge’s disqualification is an 
especially solemn one. 

 A gratuitous recusal, much like a failure to 
recuse when faced with genuine conflicts of 
interest, traduces the rule of law. 

 To withdraw from a case merely because a 
party suggests that a judge do so impairs 
judicial fairness. It allows parties to cherry-
pick a bench of their choice. 

 But, Same Recusal is happening in High 
Courts also. 

 Recently, two judges of the Gujarat High 
Court withdrew from a set of controversial 
cases by merely saying, “not before me.” 

 Similar orders were passed by three judges 
of the Nagpur bench of the Bombay High 
Court, who refused to hear a plea filed by a 
lawyer Satish Uke concerning the death of 
Judge B.H. Loya. 

 Unsurprisingly, though, none of the judges 
recorded their reasons in writing, allowing, 
in the process, plenty of scope for 
conjecture and surmise. 

Way Forward: 
 Formulating rules about “when to take 

Recusal” is need of the hou. 
 No doubt, in some cases, prejudice is 

presumed: for example, where a judge has 
appeared for one of the litigants at some 
stage in the same dispute. 
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 It’s also by now an axiomatic rule that no 
person should be a judge in her own cause. 
But there are cases where somebody else’s 
cause becomes the judge’s own. 

 In disputes where a judge has a financial 
interest in the litigation, where a judge 
owns shares in a company which is party to 
the case, the fact of owning shares is, in and 
of itself, considered a disqualification. 

 But in the absence of a well-defined rule 
that helps establish a basic standard, a 
decision of this kind can prove troubling 
somewhere down the line. 

 Ultimately, a mistaken case of recusal can 
prove just as destructive to rule of law as 
those cases where a judge refuses a recusal 
despite the existence of bias. 

 We mustn’t allow recusals to be used as 
a tool to manoeuvre justice, as a means 
to picking benches of a party’s choice, 
and as an instrument to evade judicial 
work. 
 

The contractual functionary 
  Context: 

 Despite increasing focus by the 
government and programmes such as the 
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, unsafe sanitation 
work, loosely captured under the catch-all 
phrase manual scavenging, still exists in 
India. 

 There are five million people employed in 
sanitation work of some sort in India with 
about two million of them working in ‘high 
risk’ conditions. 

 Sewage pipes and drains represent the 
bleaker side of India’s struggle to 
modernise its cities. 

 Reports of deaths in inside an underground 
drain in the nation’s capital circumstances 
appear regularly in the local press in 
different cities. They attract public 
attention for a day or two, but fail to sustain 
it. 

 
Understanding the Problems of India’s 
Sanitation Workers: 

 The last few years have been the golden age 
for sanitation in India. 

 What started out as the Total Sanitation 
Campaign in the 1990s morphed into the 
Nirmal Bharat Abhiyan under the UPA 
Government and then transformed into the 
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan with full gusto 
driven by the prime minister’s special 
attention. 

 This translated directly into increased 
budgets, a mission-mode implementation 
across the country and by official estimates, 
100 million additional toilets getting 
constructed. 

 Now, over 89% of the country’s population 
has access to a household toilet, compared 
to 40% in 2014. 

 Movie stars such as Akshay Kumar made 
sanitation a household name and through 
movies such as Toilet Ek Prem Katha, 
sanitation crossed over into the 
mainstream. 

 A special focus on financing and 
participation by the private sector 
followed, with several prominent 
companies announcing large initiatives and 
several banks committing to financing 
sanitation. 

Condition of Contract Sanitation Workers: 
 The case of sanitation workers on contract 

is worse. They work for small-time 
contractors who have absolutely no idea of 
the role of a sanitation worker. 

 The contractor feels free to exploit the 
worker, conveniently hopping over 
whatever barriers and checks, including 
digital devices, that the government 
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attempts to use for providing financial 
security to the worker. 

 The government in the case of sanitation, it 
is often the municipality shows little 
sustained interest in imposing stringent 
norms for provision of equipment, 
including those for safety, necessary for 
sewer cleaning. 

 As for training, no one seems to believe that 
sanitation involves complex work, 
requiring both knowledge and training. 

 Such a thought is fully precluded by the 
strong and enduring bond that exists 
between caste and sanitation. 

 Sanitation campaigns do not articulate an 
acknowledgement of the relationship 
between the caste system and cleaning 
jobs. An ideological barrier prevents such 
articulation. 

 The media too does not highlight the 
connection between caste and cleaning. 
That is why whenever sanitation workers 
die in underground drains, the news simply 
passes into unsorted history. 

Still a long way to go for sanitation workers: 
 While no one can argue that this is the right 

direction for India to be moving towards, 
all is not well. 

 The reason is that contractual functionaries 
see no definite prospect of a career or 
future in the same profession. 

 Also, their wage is much too small to 
sustain the growth of substantial 
professional commitment. 

 Glaring in its omission in formal planning is 
any meaningful focus on the harsh realities 
of the millions of sanitation workers who 
work across the sanitation value chain in 
urban and rural India, and are key to 
making the programme a success. 

 This problem of “manual scavenging” as it 
is commonly called, is not new and is 
deeply rooted in India’s caste system, 
which assigns duties such as the cleaning of 
human faecal waste to people born in the 
lowest sub-castes of the Dalit community. 

Conclusion: 
 With October 2019 fast approaching, there 

has been a very real shift in the dialogue 
within the government and the entire 
sanitation ecosystem. 

 This has led to an increasing focus on 
business models and tenders focused on 
decentralised waste treatment with several 

states issuing tenders for faecal sludge and 
septage management. 

 The vocabulary is also shifting from open-
defecation free to ODFS/ODF+, which are 
frameworks that measure the safe disposal 
of waste. 

Way Forward: 
 A range of interventions and innovations 

are needed to address this challenge and 
our series will describe these in detail. 

 However, at the highest level, they fall in 
four different buckets. 

 Solutions focused on entry into sanitation 
work: These solutions include having 
formal ID cards, better contract design. 

 Solutions focused “on the job” that make 
the work safer, more dignified and more 
rewarding: These include better safety 
equipment, mechanisms for redressal of 
complaints. 

 Solutions focused on “progression from 
sanitation work” including creating 
entrepreneurial opportunities, better 
access to finance. 

 And finally, cross cutting solutions that 
involve easing access to special benefits, 
regulatory revisions, significantly larger 
budgets. 

 Finally, the roadmap to improving this 
situation for sanitation workers in India 
will involve a combination of proactive 
piloting of solutions across cities and rural 
locations and an extensive sharing of 
lessons between stakeholders. 

 It will also require significant increase in 
budgets focused on sanitation worker 
safety within governments and larger 
budgets focused on innovation for 
sanitation worker safety, innovation within 
donors and philanthropic actors. 

 And crucially, it will require ongoing 
attention in the public sphere through 
media events and civic engagement. 
 

Splurging in the time of debt: Andhra 
Pradesh govt and its populist 
schemes 
Context: 

 Andhra Pradesh’s government continues to 
launch populist schemes despite its poor 
financial situation 

 A recently released White Paper on State 
finances and economic growth details how 
the unscientific and unjust bifurcation of 
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undivided Andhra Pradesh, as well as the 
unwillingness of the Central government to 
implement several provisions of the 
Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act, left 
Andhra Pradesh with a revenue deficit of 
₹16,078 crore in 2014-15. 

Fiscal Problem in Andhra: 
 The Central government had 

acknowledged that the fiscal, economic and 
social conditions of Andhra Pradesh would 
be adversely affected by bifurcation, the 
support lent to the State in the last four and 
half years has been abysmal, the State 
claims. 

 Andhra Pradesh’s economy continues to be 
predominantly agrarian. 

 Consequently, the Andhra Pradesh state’s 
per capita income was ₹82,870 in 2014, 
compared to Telangana’s per capita income 
of ₹1,12,162, asTelangana is powered by 
the industry and services sector. The per 
capita income of Andhra Pradesh is the 
lowest among the five southern States. 

 The Socio Economic Survey of 2017-18 
says the State’s public debt has gone up to 
₹2,25,234 crore.  

 Market loans are a lion’s share in the debt, 
accounting for 60%. The outstanding debt 
includes the un-apportioned amount of 
₹23,483 crore between Andhra Pradesh 
and Telangana. 

 The debt accounts for 28.79% of the State 
GDP and the government says it is forced to 
raise loans as no special funds are flowing 
from the Centre beyond the Centrally 
Sponsored Schemes. 

Management of the fiscal crisis: 
 The State is overcoming the problems of a 

low tax base, deficit rainfall, an 
“uncooperative” Central government, and 
the hurdles mounted by bifurcation and a 
predominantly agriculture economy. 

 The State is not only controlling revenue 
expenditure by cutting administrative 
costs, plugging revenue leakages, 
minimising transaction costs and 
rationalising the tax structure, but also 
using more technology across the board. 

 the government had successfully launched 
the the Comprehensive Financial 
Management System which not only 
improved “effectiveness of budget, 
expenditure and cash management”, but 
also brought about a sea change in 
government transactions. 

 The government saved ₹2,585 crore 
through Aadhaar seeding in the Public 
Distribution System by using technology to 
plug leakages.  

 And it has managed to increase tax revenue 
from ₹38,038 crore in 2014-15 to ₹75,438 
crore in 2018-19. 

Populist Schemes: 
 The government seems unable to resist the 

temptation to launch more populist 
schemes in total disregard for the State’s 
fragile financial condition. 

  After spending over ₹22,000 crore on crop 
loan waivers, it announced ₹5,000 crore in 
the Interim Budget for Annadatha 
Sukhibhava, an economic support scheme 
for farmers; doubled social security 
pensions; and increased the 
unemployment allowance.  

 It also increased the pay scales of 
employees, the wages of Anganwadi 
workers and village revenue assistants, and 
the allocation for various welfare schemes. 

Conclusion: 
 The State Government of Andhra Pradesh 

needs to reduce populist measures which 
reduces expenditure from the exchequer in 
times of fiscal crunch they face.

 
 

  



Officers IAS Academy, Chennai 

Page | 46  
 
 
 
 
 

General Studies 3 
 

Clean power 
Introduction: 

 The effort to clean up India’s thermal 
power plants running on coal has never 
really taken off, despite the Ministry of 
Environment notifying emission limits for 
major pollutants such as suspended 
particulate matter, sulphur oxide, nitrogen 
oxide and mercury in December 2015.  

What is the issue: 
 Originally, the compliance deadline was set 

for 2017, but that was missed and the plan 
now is to achieve the norms by 2022.  

 Unofficial estimates prepared by one NGO, 
Greenpeace India, suggest the estimated 
cost of non-compliance by the original 
deadline has been about 76,000 premature 
deaths. 

 Benefit-cost projections from another non-
profit, the Center for Study of Science, 
Technology and Policy, put the positive 
outcomes from achieving pollution control 
at coal-fired plants by 2025 at potentially 
3.2 lakh lives saved from premature death, 
and 5.2 crore respiratory hospital 
admissions avoided in the next decade.  

 These are outcomes that need to be 
pursued seriously. It is in this context that 
the latest proposal from the Power 
Ministry to provide the equivalent of over 
$12 billion (about ₹88,000 crore), mainly 
to remove sulphur from coal plant 
emissions, becomes important. 

Solution to the issue: 
 A viable financial mechanism must be 

evolved to remove pollutants in existing 
and upcoming power plants, without losing 
sight of the need to stop further long-term 
investments in a dirty fuel such as coal that 
contributes to carbon emissions.  

 Optimally, the burden of incorporating 
pollution control should fall on the 
beneficiary-user, which in simple terms 
would translate into a tariff hike.  

 On the other hand, achieving speedy 
implementation of the new processes 
covering both public and private power 
producers may require some form of 
immediate governmental support, such as 
grants.  

 This is particularly relevant, given that 
power producers that have borrowed from 

several institutions, including state-funded 
ones, are reported to be under severe 
financial stress.  

Conclusion: 
 India’s coal use represents just over 54% of 

the present energy mix, and the fuel will 
continue to retain a high share of the 
overall generation.  

 The challenge, therefore, is to identify the 
right instruments to fund the entire 
exercise, in the interests of pollution 
control and the wider social objective of 
extending electricity access to the 
unreached.  

 There could be a positive spin-off from 
sulphur-removal, since it can yield 
commercially significant quantities of 
synthetic gypsum.  

 But even if little else accrues from the 
effort, the benefits of clean air to public 
health would make the investment well 
worth the effort. 
 

Pay people for data 
Introduction: 

 The raw materials driving today’s digital 
economy are data, which is the new oil. 

 Nowadays, wealth is increasingly built 
upon information.  

 Companies that aggregate and analyse 
information the fastest accumulate 
unprecedented power and wealth.  

 For example, social media companies 
gather and analyse huge amounts of data 
related to customer behaviour and 
preferences.  

 They use this to build features to ensure 
that customers constantly browse, and to 
show customers advertisements that they 
are most likely to click on. This information 
translates into huge revenues and profits. 

What is the importance of data: 
 An overlooked fact is that ordinary people 

are crucial for companies to create the data. 
 Algorithms rely on statistics to make 

decisions, and it is the people who feed 
companies the data. 

 At present, seven high-technology firms 
find themselves among the list of the top 
eight most valuable companies in the 
world, with a cumulative market 
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capitalisation of almost $5 trillion (almost 
2.5 times India’s GDP).  

 However, they directly employ fewer than 
11 lakh people among them. 

 These days, the primary discourse during 
any election in the world is on how to 
create conditions for a more equitable 
distribution of wealth.  

 For this to happen, we need to 
conceptualise an approach that can 
remunerate people for their contributions 
in this digital economy.  

Way forward: 
 As the primary step, we have to educate our 

population about the value of the data they 
generate.  

 Secondary measures, including legislative 
policies, must be taken to ensure that 
people can extract their justified pay for 
their digital activities.  

 Technologies such as blockchain can 
facilitate nano-payments, proportional to 
the degree of contribution, and value 
creation to each individual in the digital 
space.  

 The right redistributive policies can turn 
this world of technology-driven inequality 
into one that is truly participatory and 
egalitarian. 
 

The employment test 
Introduction 

 In India, employment does not usually 
figure in the public discourse orchestrated 
by political parties, either at the Centre or 
in the States. This must change, for steady 
employment is the citizen’s aspiration, to 
realise which she elects representatives.  

 Governments in India must therefore be 
routinely subjected to an employment test 
which gauges their success in generating 
and sustaining high employment.  

The demonetisation effect 
 Employment data from government 

sources (Labour Bureau) for about half a 
decade up to 2015 and from the 
independent agency Centre for Monitoring 
Indian Economy (CMIE) for the period 
since give us a reasonably good idea of the 
progress made with respect to 
employment. The evidence they provide 
tell two stories.  

 First, the present government has had next 
to no success in generating employment. 
The labour force (sum of the employed and 

those unemployed who are seeking 
employment) may actually have shrunk 
while it has been in office. A shrinking of 
the labour force is most unusual in an 
economy with a growing population, and 
thus a growing working age cohort. 

 While this decline had already emerged in 
2015, it became pronounced after 
demonetisation in 2016. A section of those 
hitherto willing to work may have simply 
dropped out of an already challenged 
labour market.  

 This possibility is recognised in 
macroeconomics as the ‘discouraged-
worker effect’ and has been observed in 
Western economies. The loss of skill that 
can accompany being unemployed even 
temporarily, and the consequent loss of 
long-run output for the economy, is the 
basis of the argument that public policy 
must respond with alacrity to growing 
unemployment.  

Declining capital formation 
 The second story is that of a rising 

unemployment rate from 2011 onwards. 
Labour Bureau data show that the 
unemployment rate almost doubled 
between 2011 and 2015.  

 Both output growth and employment are 
under normal circumstances associated 
with capital formation. Capital formation as 
a share of output has been declining since 
2011-12. Unlike consumption expenditure, 
capital expenditure is unique in expanding 
both the supply and demand sides of the 
economy.  

 Despite the declining capital formation, the 
successive governments have not 
considered it is necessary to respond to it 
by stepping up public investment. 

Cost of failure? 
 We have adopted representative 

democracy as our form of government 
because we cannot in isolation achieve the 
outcomes we desire even when they are 
exclusive to us. Employment is one 
example of this. Though it manifests itself 
as jobs for individuals, it is determined by 
macroeconomic factors which individuals 
cannot influence on their own.  

 The Great Depression in the 20th century 
and the Great Recession in the 21st, both 
which have originated in the U.S. but 
quickly spread across the world, testify to 
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this helplessness of individuals in the face 
of market forces.  

 In a democracy, it is left to elected 
representatives whether to pursue 
macroeconomic policies conducive to the 
generation of employment. India’s political 
parties have for close to a decade now 
failed to so, either wilfully or out of neglect.  

Conclusion 
 However, when elected to govern, they are 

given a chance to create the conditions that 
enable Indians to lead flourishing lives, 
which includes being meaningfully 
employed during their working age. India’s 
political parties must pass ‘the 
employment test’. When they fail they must 
vacate the stage. 

 

Missed target 
Introduction 

 The decision of the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) to revoke Tokyo 2020 
Olympics qualification status for the men’s 
25-metre rapid fire pistol event from the 
New Delhi shooting World Cup is a 
controversy Indian sport could have done 
without.  

Backlash 
 This has come after India refused visas to 

two Pakistani competitors, in the backdrop 
of heightened bilateral tensions after the 
terror attack in Pulwama.  

 The IOC has declared that this is against the 
Olympic Charter’s principles, of which non-
discrimination, equal treatment of all 
athletes and sporting delegations and 
political non-interference are supreme.  

 The IOC decided to restrict the withdrawal 
of recognition as an Olympic qualification 
event to the 25m rapid fire pistol 
competition in which the two Pakistani 
athletes were supposed to participate. 

A futile step? 
 It is clear that in the clamour to send 

Pakistan what it perceives to be the right 
message, India has shot itself in the foot. In 
the short term, the scrapping of two out of 
16 quota places will deny three Indian 
shooters, including 16-year-old Anish 
Bhanwala who won the gold in the event at 
the 2018 Commonwealth Games, an 
opportunity to make the Olympic grade at 
home.  

 While the National Rifle Association of 
India has thanked the IOC for sparing the 

14 other places by restricting the 
withdrawal of recognition to just one event, 
three Indian shooters, for no fault of theirs, 
have ended up as collateral damage. 

 The long-term consequences, however, 
could be more severe. The IOC, in a strongly 
worded statement, said that it has decided 
to suspend all discussions with the Indian 
National Olympic Committees and 
government regarding the potential 
applications for hosting future sports and 
Olympic-related events until clear written 
guarantees are obtained to ensure the 
entry of all participants. 

 This means negotiations regarding India’s 
potential bids for the 2026 Youth Olympics, 
2030 Asian Games and 2032 Olympics are 
set to go into cold storage.  

 While it is true that the IOC’s record in 
dealing with the overlapping worlds of 
geopolitics and sports is uneven, there have 
been precedents of strong action in similar 
cases. Ahead of the 2016 Rio Olympics, the 
Asian Shooting Championship in Kuwait 
had its qualification status removed after 
an Israeli delegate wasn’t granted a visa.  

Way Forward 
 The entire episode has also played out at a 

time when sections of the BCCI seemingly 
mulled over the option of calling for a 
complete ban on Pakistan from the 
upcoming ICC World Cup in England.  

 Going by experience, beyond feeding into a 
certain kind of atmospherics, such bans on 
sportspersons and interactions in 
international sports events will have no 
meaningful effect. 
 

Interim bailout 
Introduction 

 Ending the suspense, the RBI has 
announced that it would transfer Rs 28,000 
crore to the Centre as interim surplus for 
the half-year ended December 2018. 

 The government had been putting pressure 
on the central bank to transfer more funds 
from the contingency reserves. A panel, 
headed by former RBI Governor Bimal 
Jalan, had been formed to review the 
economic capital framework of the bank. 

Lifeline for the government 
 The RBI’s decision to transfer an interim 

surplus should come as a big relief to the 
present government. Together with the Rs 
40,000-crore final surplus share for 2017-
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18, which the Centre received in the first 
half, the total receipts from the RBI this 
fiscal will be Rs 68,000 crore. 

 For a government strapped for finances 
and struggling to meet the revised fiscal 
deficit target of 3.4% of GDP, the RBI’s 
largesse will be handy. The total surplus 
received by the Centre for 2018-19 is 
substantially higher than the Rs 50,000 
crore it got from the RBI in 2017-18, and 
this is the second successive year the 
central bank is making an interim transfer: 
last year it transferred Rs 10,000 crore.  

RBI’s autonomy under threat? 
 Though there is nothing wrong in a 

shareholder demanding an interim 
dividend payout, the fact is that the Centre 
is advancing a receipt from the next fiscal 
to bail itself out in the current one.  

 Should the RBI decide not to repeat this 
practice, the government’s revenues will 
suffer because as much as Rs 82,911 crore 
has been budgeted on this count for the 
next fiscal.  

 Again, the central bank is not like a 
corporate enterprise, nor can the 
government compare itself with a company 
shareholder. The RBI’s income and surplus 
growth cannot be measured in commercial 
terms since a large part of it comes from 
statutory functions it has to perform as a 
regulator. 

 The large payout this fiscal is bound to raise 
eyebrows, especially because of the recent 
history of conflict between the RBI and the 
Centre over the sharing of the former’s 
accumulated reserves as dividend with the 
Centre. Pressure on this count was said to 
be a major reason for the resignation of 
Urjit Patel as RBI Governor.  

 Though the practice of an interim payout 
started under Mr. Patel, there are inevitable 
questions over whether there was pressure 
from the Centre now for the transfer of a 
higher sum than last year. This is because 
the Centre had in the Interim Budget 
bumped up receipts under this head from 
the central bank, nationalised banks and 
other financial institutions to Rs 74,140 
crore from the original estimate of Rs 
54,817 crore made in the 2018-19 Budget. 
Clearly, the Finance Ministry knew what it 
wanted.  

Way Forward 

 There will, hopefully, be a system and a 
structure in place once the committee 
under former RBI Governor Bimal Jalan, 
that is now reviewing the economic capital 
framework for the RBI, submits its report.  

 It was constituted to de-personalise and 
institutionalise a system for the sharing of 
the RBI’s surpluses with the government, 
and is expected to come out with its 
recommendations by the end of March. 

 

New angel tax rules provide relief to 
eligible start-ups 
Introduction 

 The Centre has notified new rules 
pertaining to angel tax which, will exempt 
registered start-ups of a specified size from 
the tax and any scrutiny to do with its 
applicability. 

Easing rules 
 Angel tax is applicable to unlisted 

companies that have raised capital through 
sale of shares at a value above their fair 
market value. This excess capital is treated 
as income and taxed accordingly. This tax 
predominantly affects start-ups and the 
angel investments they attract. 

 According to latest notification, 
investments of up to Rs 25 crore in an 
eligible company will be exempt from the 
angel tax. In addition, investments made by 
a listed company of a networth of at least 
Rs 100 crore or a turnover of at least Rs 250 
crore would also be exempt. Investments 
made by non-residents will also be exempt. 

 An eligible start-up would be one that is 
registered with the government, has been 
incorporated for less than 10 years, and has 
a turnover that has not exceeded Rs 100 
crore over that period. 

Welcome move 
 When it was first proposed by the Centre in 

2012, the angel tax was justified as an 
emergency measure to prevent the 
laundering of illegal wealth by means of 
investments in the shares of unlisted 
private companies at extraordinary 
valuations. But the adverse effect that it has 
had on investor confidence has forced the 
government to ease the stringent rules.  

 The easing of the outdated angel tax rules 
will definitely make life easier for start-ups, 
which are in desperate need for capital to 
fund their growth and other business 
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requirements. Further, since the new rules 
are set to be applied retrospectively, many 
young companies that have received 
notices from the Income Tax Department in 
the last few years will be relieved by the 
latest tweak in the rules. 

Half-measures 
 However, there are a few other issues with 

the new rules that could still cause 
unnecessary headaches to young start-ups.  

 Companies wishing to make use of the 
latest exemption, for instance, will first 
need to be registered with the government 
as start-ups. To be classified as one, a 
company needs to attest to conditions such 
as that it has not invested in any land 
unrelated to the business, vehicles worth 
over Rs 10 lakh, or jewellery. These 
requirements, while probably aimed to 
prevent money- laundering, can lead to 
considerable bureaucratic delays and rent-
seeking.  

 Also, the new rules for the angel tax, though 
less stringent than before, can cause the 
same old problem of arbitrary tax demands 
for companies that do not fall under the 
defined category of start-ups. The taxes to 
be paid are still supposed to be calculated 
by the authorities based on how much the 
sale price of a company’s unlisted share 
exceeds its fair market value.  

 It is impossible to know the market value, 
let alone the fair market value, of shares 
that are not openly traded in the 
marketplace. So tax authorities with 
ulterior motives will still possess enough 
leeway to harass start-ups with 
unreasonable tax demands.  

Way Forward 
 Unless the government can address the 

arbitrary nature of the angel tax, the 
damage to investor confidence may remain. 
 

A drop in an ocean of debt 
Introduction 

 The Union Interim Budget had announced 
the launch of a new scheme meant to 
provide income support for small farmers 
like him: the Pradhan Mantri Kisan 
Samman Nidhi, or PM-KISAN scheme.  

 It promises Rs 6,000 per year to all families 
who own less than two hectares — that is, 
five acres — of farmland. The first 
instalment of Rs 2,000 is to be paid by this 
March. 

Rythu Bandhu scheme 
 The scheme modeled on Telangana’s Rythu 

Bandhu scheme which offers farmers Rs 
8,000 per acre in a bid to enhance 
agricultural productivity and break the 
vicious cycle of rural indebtedness.  

 However, only land-owning farmers are 
eligible beneficiaries and there is no cap on 
the number of acres owned.  

 Many farmers are resentful that the scheme 
does not consider the woes of tenant 
farmers. Instead, the land owner gets the 
money, even though he made no 
investment, he put in no work, he took no 
risk.  

 Several farmers claim that their Village 
Revenue Officers are demanding bribes to 
correct their pattas and passbooks or to 
include them in the list of beneficiaries.  

Importance of land records 
 In the wake of Rythu Bandhu, several other 

States, including Odisha, Andhra Pradesh 
and Jharkhand, have announced similar 
schemes, and, there is the Centre’s PM-
KISAN scheme. Experts, however, warn 
that without a massive drive to update land 
records, as done in Telangana, such 
schemes will fail. 

 PM-KISAN is even more complicated 
because the scheme envisages to give out 
money per family, not per acre. As land 
records are held by an individual, it would 
be difficult to identify the total land-holding 
of a family. 

 Also, many officials are appalled that the 
Centre gave the States just a few weeks to 
update their databases before starting 
money transfers under PM-KISAN. The 
scheme will make the first transfers on 
February 24, and has a March 31 deadline 
to complete disbursal of the first 
instalment. They said it will be impossible 
for the States to clean up their records in 
that period of time. Many farmers will lose 
out.  

Way Forward 
 Though schemes like Rythu Bandhu help 

farmers to cope up with the current crisis 
in rural sector, experts are pushing for a 
more holistic policy approach. 

 A survey in 2016-17 by the National Bank 
for Agriculture and Rural Development 
(NABARD) showed that the national rate of 
indebted farming households is 52.5%. 
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 Income support schemes like Rythu 
Bandhu and PM-KISAN will not be 
sustainable without a focus on basic 
resources such as soil fertility and water 
availability. 

 

India to have own DNS for safe 
browsing 
What is DNS? 

 A Domain Name Server, or DNS is a like a 
directory for the Internet. It helps to 
convert domain names that are easy for 
people to remember into IP addresses, 
which are used by computers/machines to 
communicate. If the DNS is either slow or 
fails to work, users will not be able to locate 
web addresses. 

Why in News? 
 The government will soon roll out a public 

DNS for India aimed at providing a faster 
and more secure browsing experience for 
Internet users in the country, while 
ensuring that citizens’ data is stored locally. 

 The main aim of bringing India public DNS 
is to ensure availability, particularly for 
smaller Interest Service Providers (ISPs) 
who don’t have credible DNS. Bigger ones 
usually have their own DNS. 

 The roll-out, which will be executed by the 
National Informatics Centre, will be 
completed in the next four to six months. 
NIC is already using the public DNS within 
the government network. 

 It is not mandatory for users to 
compulsorily shift to India public DNS. A 
user is free to choose any DNS. With the 
government’s public DNS, Indian users’ 
data would be stored within the country. 
The government’s system would prevent 
users from visiting malicious websites. 

 The IT ministry, as part of its ongoing 
awareness campaign for safer Internet, 
also plans to reach out to end-users to 
educate them on DNS and how they could 
shift to an Indian public DNS if they desired. 

National Informatics Centre  
 It is the premier science and technology 

organisation of the Government of India in 
informatics services and information and 
communication technology (ICT) 
applications.  

 Established in 1976, it works under the 
Department of Electronics & Information 
Technology of Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology. 
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