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News @ a glance 
POLITY 

 

1) Economist Intelligence Unit’s 
Democracy Index 

About Democracy Index: 
▪ The EIU Democracy Index provides a 

snapshot of the state of world democracy 
for 165 independent states and two 
territories. The Democracy Index is based 
on five categories: 

1. Electoral process and pluralism; 
2. Civil liberties; 
3. The functioning of government; 
4. Political participation; and 
5. Political culture. 
▪ Based on their scores on 60 indicators 

within these categories the countries are 
scored on a scale of 0 to 10, and each 
country is then itself classified as one of 
four types of regimes:  

▪ Full Democracy (scores greater than 8); 
▪ Flawed Democracy(greater than 6 and less 

than or equal to 8); 
▪ Hybrid Regime(greater than 4 and less than 

or equal to 6); and 
▪ Authoritarian Regime(less than or equal to 

4). 
▪ Why in News? 
▪ India, the world’s biggest democracy has 

slipped 10 places in the 2019 
Democracy Index to 51st place. 

▪ This report, “A year of democratic 
setbacks and popular protest”, was done 
by the Economist Intelligence Unit . 

▪ India’s Performance: 
▪ India’s overall score fell from 7.23 to 6.9, 

on a scale of 0-10, within a year (2018-
2019) — the country’s lowest since 
2006.  

▪ India was graded in electoral process and 
pluralism (8.67), government functioning 
(6.79), political participation (6.67), 
political culture (5.63) and civil liberties 
(6.76). 

▪ In Asia and Australasia region, India ranks 
eighth, behind Taiwan and Timor-Leste. 

▪ India’s score of 6.90 places it in the “flawed 
democracy” category. 

▪ Flawed democracies: are nations where 
elections are fair and free and basic civil 
liberties are honoured but may have issues 
(e.g. media freedom infringement). These 
nations have significant faults in other 
democratic aspects, including underdeveloped 
political culture, low levels of participation in 
politics, and issues in the functioning of 
governance. 

 

 
Primary causes mentioned for the fall in 

Rank: 
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▪ The survey attributes the primary cause of 
the democratic regression to an erosion of 
civil liberties in the country. 

▪ The report talks about the repeal of both 
Article 370 and Article 35A and the events 
that followed. 

▪ It notes that the government restricted 
Internet access in the state. 

▪ It pointed out that the NRC exercise in 
Assam excluded 1.9 million people from the 
final list, and that the vast majority of 
people excluded from the NRC are Muslims. 

▪ On the CAA, the report says that it has 
enraged the large Muslim population, 
stoked communal tensions and generated 
large protests in major cities. 

Global Performance: 
▪ The average global score also recorded its 

worst value ever, down from 5.48 in 2018 
to 5.44, driven by a sharp regression in 
Latin America and Sub-Saharan Africa. 

▪ The overall list was topped by Norway, 
followed by Iceland and Sweden. Other 
countries in the top 10 include New 
Zealand at fourth place, Finland (5th), 
Ireland (6th), Denmark (7th), Canada (8th), 
Australia (9th) and Switzerland (10th). 

▪ North Korea was at the bottom of the 
global ranking at 167th place. 

▪ China's score fell to 2.26 in the 2019 index, 
and the country is now ranked 153rd, close 
to the bottom of the global rankings. 

▪ Among other emerging economies, Brazil 
was ranked 52nd with a score of 6.86, 
Russia stood at 134th with a score of 3.11. 

▪ Meanwhile, Pakistan was ranked 108th 
on the overall list with a score of 4.25, 
while Sri Lanka was at 69th place and 
Bangladesh at 80th place. 

2) Integrated Child Development 
Service (ICDS) Scheme 

About ICDS: 
▪ Launched in 1975, ICDS is one of the 

world’s largest programmes providing for 
an integrated package of services for the 
holistic development of the child. 

▪ ICDS is a centrally sponsored scheme 
implemented by state governments and 
union territories. 

▪ The scheme is universal covering all the 
districts of the country. 

▪ The Scheme has been renamed as 
Anganwadi Services. 

Objectives 
▪ To improve the nutritional and health 

status of children in the age-group 0-6 
years; 

▪ To lay the foundation for proper 
psychological, physical and social 
development of the child; 

▪ To reduce the incidence of mortality, 
morbidity, malnutrition and school 
dropout; 

▪ To achieve effective coordination of policy 
and implementation amongst the various 
departments to promote child 
development; and 

▪ To enhance the capability of the mother to 
look after the normal health and nutritional 
needs of the child through proper nutrition 
and health education. 

Beneficiaries 
▪ Children in the age group of 0-6 years 
▪ Pregnant women and 
▪ Lactating mothers 
Services under ICDS 
▪ The ICDS Scheme offers a package of six 

services, viz. 
▪ Supplementary Nutrition 
▪ Pre-school non-formal education 
▪ Nutrition & health education 
▪ Immunization 
▪ Health check-up and 
▪ Referral services 
▪ Three of the six services viz. immunization, 

health check-up and referral services are 
related to health and are provided through 
National Health Mission and Public Health 
Infrastructure. The services are offered at 
Anganwadi Centres through Anganwadi 
Workers (AWWs) and Anganwadi Helpers 
(AWHS) at the grassroots level. 

Why in News? 
▪ Centre seeks to revamp the ICDS scheme 

in urban areas. For this NITI Aayog will 
develop draft policy, which will be 
circulated to the Ministries for 
consultations. 

News in Detail: 
▪ Urban areas are likely to receive a renewed 

focus under the government’s ICDS 
programme. 

▪ NITI Aayog will prepare a draft working 
paper, which once approved would be 
circulated to different ministries for 
consultations. 
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▪ The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, 
the Ministry of Women and Child 
Development, the Ministry of Urban 
Housing and Affairs and the Ministry of 
Drinking Water and Sanitation would be 
involved in the consultation process. 

Challenges in Urban areas: 
▪ The first-ever pan-India survey on the 

nutrition status of children  has brought 
to light, the fact that malnutrition among 
children in urban India is characterized by 
relatively poor levels of breastfeeding as 
mothers have to travel long distances 
for work. 

▪ The survey also found a higher prevalence 
of obesity because of relative prosperity 
and lifestyle patterns, along with iron and 
Vitamin D deficiency. 

▪ Given that urban areas are characterized 
by higher population density, 
transportation challenges, and 
migration issues, it may not be possible 
for a community worker to keep in contact 
with the beneficiaries, unlike in rural 
settings. 

▪ Urban areas have far fewer Anganwadis 
as compared to rural areas. According to 
government data from 2018, Anganwadis 
of urban areas constitute only 1.38 lakh out 
of the total 14 lakh Anganwadis across the 
country. 

▪ Health and ICDS models that work in 
rural areas may not work in urban areas 
because of the different characteristics of 
the two settings. 

3) Global Social Mobility Index 
2020 

Why in News? 
▪ The World Economic Forum has come out 

with its first-ever Global Social Mobility 
Report, which has ranked India a lowly 72 
out of the 82 countries profiled. 

What is social mobility? 
▪ Social mobility can be understood as the 

movement in personal circumstances 
either “upwards” or “downwards” of an 
individual in relation to those of their 
parents. 

▪ In absolute terms, it is the ability of a child 
to experience a better life than their 
parents. 

▪ On the other hand, relative social mobility 
is an assessment of the impact of socio-
economic background on an individual’s 
outcomes in life. 

▪ It can be measured against a number of 
outcomes ranging from health to 
educational achievement and income. 

How is social mobility calculated? 
▪ The WEF’s Global Social Mobility Index 

assesses the 82 economies on “10 pillars” 
spread across the following five key 
dimensions of social mobility: 

▪ Health; 
▪ Education (access, quality and equity, 

lifelong learning); 
▪ Technology; 
▪ Work (opportunities, wages, conditions); 
▪ Protection and Institutions (social 

protection and inclusive institutions). 
India’s ranking: 

▪ The report has ranked India a lowly 76 out 
of the 82 countries profiled. 

▪ It lists India among the five countries that 
stand to gain the most from a better social 
mobility score. 
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▪ The Areas of improvement for India include 
social protection (76th) and fair wage 
distribution (79th). 

Global Performance: 
▪ Overall, the Nordic countries are the best 

performers.  

▪ Denmark tops the rankings with a social 
mobility score of 85.2, closely followed by 
Finland (83.6), Norway (83.6), Sweden 
(83.5) and Iceland (82.7). 

▪ These nations combine access, quality and 
equity in education, while also providing 
work opportunities and good working 
conditions, alongside quality social 
protection and inclusive institutions. 

▪ Among the G7 economies, Germany is the 
most socially mobile, ranking 11th with 78 
points followed by France in 12th 
position.  

▪ Among the world’s large emerging 
economies, the Russian Federation is the 
most socially mobile of the BRICS grouping, 
ranking 39th with a score of 64 points. 

▪ Next is China, which ranks 45th, followed 
by Brazil (60th), India (76th) and South 
Africa (77th). 

Way Forward: 
▪ Creating a new financing model for 

social mobility: improving tax 
progressivity on personal income, policies 
that address wealth concentration and 
broadly re-balancing the sources of 
taxation can support the social mobility 
agenda. 

▪ Most importantly though, the mix of public 
spending and policy incentives must 
change to put greater emphasis on the 
factors of social spending. 

▪ More support for education and lifelong 
learning: targeted at improvements in the 
availability, quality and distribution of 
education programmes as well as a new 

agenda for promoting skills development 
throughout an individual’s working life. 

▪ This includes a new approach to jointly 
financing such efforts between the public 
and private sector. 

▪ Developing a new social protection 
contract: this would offer holistic 
protection to all workers irrespective of 
their employment status, particularly in the 
context of technological change and 
industry transitions, requiring greater 
support for job transitions in the coming 
decade. 

4) Candidates with criminal past 
should not get a ticket, EC tells 
SC 

Why in News? 
▪ The EC told the Supreme Court that the 

direction asking poll candidates to declare 
their criminal antecedents in the media 
have not helped curb criminalisation of 
politics, and said political parties should be 
asked not to give tickets to those with 
criminal background. 

Background: 
▪ In September 2018, Constitution Bench 

of the Supreme Court through its 
judgment had directed political parties to 
publish online the pending criminal 
cases against their candidates. 

▪ The five-judge Bench had held that the 
rapid criminalization of politics cannot 
be arrested by merely disqualifying tainted 
legislators but should also involve the 
cleansing of the political parties. 
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▪ The judgment had also urged Parliament 
to bring a strong law to cleanse political 
parties of leaders facing trial for serious 
crimes. 

▪ A contempt petition has been filed in the 
SC, seeking action against the authorities 
and political parties for not complying fully 
with the September 2018 judgment. 

Concerns: 
▪ The Supreme Court, in spite of its long list 

of judgments has still not been able to 
avoid criminalization of politics. The 
petition filed in the SC claims that 46% of 
Members of Parliament have criminal 
records. 

▪ Candidates with Criminal Background 
▪ Candidates with criminal antecedents are 

required to publish information in this 
regard in newspapers and through 
television channels on three occasions 
during the campaign period. 

▪ "A political party that sets up candidates 
with criminal antecedents is also required 
to publish information about the criminal 
background of its candidates, both in its 
website and also in newspapers and 
television channel on three occasions," 

About Election Commission: 
▪ Election Commission of India is a 

permanent Constitutional body responsible 
for administering Union and State election 
processes in India.  

▪ The body administers elections to the Lok 
Sabha, Rajya Sabha, State Legislative 
Assemblies in India, and the offices of the 
President and Vice President in the 
country.  

▪ Originally the commission had only a Chief 
Election Commissioner. It currently 
consists of Chief Election Commissioner 
and two Election Commissioners. 

Appointment & Tenure of Commissioners 
▪ The President appoints Chief Election 

Commissioner and Election 
Commissioners. 

▪ They have tenure of six years, or up to the 
age of 65 years, whichever is earlier. 

▪ They enjoy the same status and receive 
salary and perks as available to Judges of 
the Supreme Court of India. 

▪ The Chief Election Commissioner can be 
removed from office only through 
impeachment by Parliament. 

5) Plea for judicial probe in 
custodial death cases 

Background: 
▪ The plea filed by human rights activist 

Suhas Chakma said that section 176 (1A) of 
CrPC which provides for judicial inquiry 
into custodial death cases, is not being 
implemented. 

▪ Section 176 (1A) of the CrPC which provides 
that “where, (a) any person dies or 
disappears, or (b) rape is alleged to have 
been committed on any woman, in the 
custody of the police or an inquiry shall be 
held by the Judicial Magistrate. 

Concerns: 
▪ According to the National Crime Records 

Bureau's (NCRB) annual report which 
recorded death or disappearance of 1,303 
persons in police custody (827 persons not 
remanded to police custody by court and 
476 persons remanded to police custody by 
courts from 2005 to 2017). 

▪ The number of cases related to custodial 
deaths or rapes registered by the National 
Human Rights Commission (NHRC) during 
1994-1995 to 2018-2019 shows alarming 
increase in the number of such incidents. 

▪ "The number of custodial deaths/rapes per 
day in India increased by 66 per cent from 
three cases per day prior to the enactment 
of Section 176(1A) CrPC to five cases per 
day after the enactment of Section 176(1A) 
CrPC,"  

Why in News? 
▪ The Supreme Court has issued notice to 

government on a petition seeking 
mandatory judicial probe in cases related 
to death, disappearance or rape in police 
custody or in jail. 

6) Global Corruption Perception 
Index 

About Corruption Perception Index: 
▪ The Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) is 

an index published by Transparency 
International. 

▪ The Index ranks 180 countries and 
territories by their perceived levels of 
public sector corruption according to 
experts and businesspeople, uses a scale of 
0 to 100, where 0 is highly corrupt and 100 
is very clean.  

Key Highlights: 
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▪ This year’s Corruption Perceptions Index 
(CPI) reveals that a majority of countries 
are showing little to no improvement in 
tackling corruption. 

▪ The top countries are New Zealand and 
Denmark, with scores of 87 each, followed 
by Finland (86), Singapore (85), Sweden 
(85) and Switzerland (85). 

▪ The bottom countries are Somalia, South 
Sudan and Syria with scores of 9, 12 and 
13, respectively. 

▪ These countries are closely followed by 
Yemen (15), Venezuela (16), Sudan (16), 
Equatorial Guinea (16) and Afghanistan 
(16). 

▪ In the last eight years, only 22 countries 
significantly improved their CPI scores 

while in the same period, 21 countries 
significantly decreased their scores, 
including Canada, Australia and Nicaragua. 

▪ In the remaining 137 countries, the levels 
of corruption show little to no change. 

▪ India has been ranked at the 80th 
position among the countries. In 
democracies like India, unfair and opaque 
political financing, undue influence in 
decision-making and lobbying by powerful 
corporate interest groups, has resulted in 
stagnation or decline in the control of 
corruption. 

 

 

Way Forward: 
▪ To end corruption and restore trust in 

politics, it is imperative to prevent 
opportunities for political corruption and 

to foster the integrity of political systems. 
Transparency International recommends: 

1. Manage conflicts of interest. 
2. Control political financing. 
3. Strengthen electoral integrity. 
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4. Regulate lobbying activities. 
5. Empower citizens. 
6. Tackle preferential treatment. 
7. Reinforce checks and balances. 
Why in News? 
▪ India’s ranking in the Corruption 

Perceptions Index (CPI-2019) has 
slipped from 78 to 80 compared to the 
year 2018. 

7) The World Employment and 
Social Outlook: Trends 2020 
(WESO) report 

Why in News? 
▪ The International Labour Organisation 

(ILO) has released the World 
Employment and Social Outlook: Trends 
2020 (WESO) report. 

▪ The annual WESO Trends report analyses 
key labour market issues, including 
unemployment, labour underutilization, 
working poverty, income inequality, labour 
income share and factors that exclude 
people from decent work. 

Key highlights of the report: 
▪ Due to slowing global economic growth, 

Global Unemployment is projected to 
increase by around 2.5 million in 2020. 

▪ In addition to the global number of 
unemployed (188 million), 165 million 
people don’t have enough paid work and 
120 million have either given up actively 
searching for work or otherwise lack 
access to the labour market. In total, 
more than 470 million people worldwide 
are affected. 

▪ At the global level, income inequality is 
higher than previously thought, especially 
in developing countries. Worldwide, the 
share of national income going to labour 
(rather than to other factors of production) 
declined substantially between 2004 and 
2017, from 54 % to 51 %. 

▪ Currently working poverty (defined as 
earning less than US$3.20 per day in 
purchasing power parity terms) affects 
more than 630 million workers, or one in 
five of the global working population. 

▪ Around 267 million young people (aged 
15-24) are not in employment, education 
or training, and many more endure 
substandard working conditions. 

About ILO 
▪ International Labour Organisation (ILO) 

was created in 1919, as part of the Treaty 
of Versailles that ended World War I, to 
reflect the belief that universal and lasting 
peace can be accomplished only if it is 
based on social justice.It became a 
specialized agency of the United Nations 
in 1946. 

▪ It is a tripartite organization, the only one 
of its kind bringing together 
representatives of governments, employers 
and workers in its executive bodies. 

▪ India is a founder member of the 
International Labour Organization. 

▪ It is headquartered at Geneva in 
Switzerland..  
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ENVIRONMENT 
 

1) A rare migratory eagle 
sighted near Vijayawada 

Why in news? 
▪ During the ‘Asian Waterbird Census’, 

birdwatchers sighted rare steppe eagle 
(Aquila nipalensis) near Vijayawada, 
Andhra Pradesh. 

▪ It is the second time this bird is sighted in 
the state. 

▪ The finding of such as endangered species 
emphasise the need to plan extensive 
avian surveys in the landscapes within 
and outside the protected areas in the 
State 

About Steppe Eagle: 

 
▪ It is an endangered species under IUCN 

red list. It inhabits areas of steppe and 
semi-desert, and is recorded breeding up 
to 2,300 m in mountainous regions. 

▪ This species has undergone extremely 
rapid population declines within its 
European range. 

▪ Steppe eagle is believed to be the second-
largest migratory eagle species to India. 

▪ In winter, steppe eagle breeds in Russia, 
Kazakhstan, and Mongolia.  

About Asian Waterbird Census: 
▪ Every January, thousands of volunteers 

across Asia and Australasia visit 
wetlands in their country and count 
waterbirds. This event is called the Asian 
Waterbird Census (AWC), which is part of 
a global waterbird monitoring 
programme, the International Waterbird 
Census coordinated by Wetlands 
International. 

▪ The AWC was initiated in 1987 in the 
Indian subcontinent and since has grown 
rapidly to cover major region of Asia, 

from Afghanistan eastwards to Japan, 
Southeast Asia and Australasia. The 
census, thus covers the entire East 
Asian – Australasian Flyway and a 
large part of the Central Asian Flyway. 
(Flyway is a route regularly used by large 
numbers of migrating birds). 

The census has the following objectives: 
i) to obtain information on an annual basis 

of waterbird populations at wetlands in 
the region during the non-breeding 
period of most species (January), as a 
basis for evaluation of sites and 
monitoring of populations 

ii) to monitor on an annual basis the status 
and condition of wetlands 

iii) to encourage greater interest in 
waterbirds and wetlands amongst 
citizens 

Wetlands International: 

 
▪ They are the global not-for-profit 

organisation dedicated to the 
conservation and restoration of wetlands. 
Wetlands are the source of water that 
supports all forms of life. 

▪ Wetlands International is dedicated to 
maintaining and restoring wetlands— 
for their environmental values as well as 
for the services they provide to people. 

▪ Their head office is based in the 
Netherlands. 

2) 146 Irrawaddy dolphins 
sighted in Odisha's Chilika 

Why in news? 
▪ In the Dolphin Census in Chilika lake, 

direct sighting of 146 Irrawaddy dolphins 
has been reported. 

▪ Hydrophone monitoring technique was 
used to detect dolphins for the census. (A 
hydrophone is a microphone designed to 
be used underwater for recording or 
listening to underwater sound). 
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Irrawaddy Dolphins 
▪ Irrawaddy dolphins are found in coastal 

areas in South and Southeast Asia, and 
in three rivers: the Ayeyarwady 
(Myanmar), the Mahakam (Indonesian 
Borneo) and the Mekong.  

▪ The Mekong River Irrawaddy dolphins 
inhabit a 118-mile stretch of the river 
between Cambodia and Lao PDR and are 
scarce—just 92 individuals are estimated 
to still exist.  

▪ These dolphins have a bulging forehead, 
short beak, and 12-19 teeth on each side 
of both jaws. 

▪ As per IUCN Red List, it has endangered 
status. 

▪ Irrawaddy dolphins are mostly found in 
Chilika Lake of Odisha. This dolphin’s 
distribution in Chilika is considered to be 
the highest single lagoon population. 

▪ The rich fishing grounds sustain the 
livelihood of more than 0.2 million 
fisherfolk who live in and around the lake. 

About Chilka Lake: 
▪ Chilika Lake is one of the largest internal 

saltwater lakes in Asia, it is a paradise on 
earth for bird watchers and nature lovers. 
The pear-shaped lake is dotted with a few 
small islands and has fisheries and salt 
pans around its shore. 

▪ Chilika Lake is a brackish water lake and 
a shallow lagoon with estuarine character 
spread across the districts of Puri, Khurda 
and Ganjam in the state of Odisha in 
eastern India. 

▪  It is considered to be the largest 
coastal lagoon in India. 

▪ A number of islands are present in the 
lagoon, prominent among which are 
Krushnaprasad, Nalaban, Kalijai, Somolo 
and Birds Islands. 

▪ Chilika lake was designated as a "Ramsar 
Site", i.e. a wetland of International 
Importance.  

▪ The Nalaban Island within the lake is 
notified as a Bird Sanctuary under 
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.  

▪ The National Wetlands, Mangroves and 
Coral Reefs Committee of the Ministry of 
Environment & Forests, Government of 
India, have also identified the lake as a 
priority site for conservation and 
management.  

 

3) ZSI documents another new 
snake eel species in Odisha 

Why in news? 
▪ A new snake eel species in the Bay of 

Bengal was discovered by the Estuarine 
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Biology Regional Centre (EBRC) at 
Gopalpur in Odisha. 

▪ The new marine species has been named 
as Ophichthus kailashchandrai. 

▪ It lives at a depth of around 50 metres in 
the sea. 

▪ It is the fifth new species discovered by 
the Gopalpur ZSI in the last two years. 

▪ This is the eighth species of the 
Ophichthus genus found on the Indian 
coast. 

 
▪ It feeds on small fish and crabs. The outer 

surface of their bodies is slimy but they 
are not poisonous. 

Estuarine Biology Regional Centre (EBRC) 
▪ Estuarine Biology Regional Centre (EBRC) 

at Gopalpur on-sea Odisha is one of the 16 
regional centres of the Zoological Survey 
of India (ZSI). 

▪ It was established in 1980 under the 
Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change in its sixth five year  

▪ The main objective of the Centre is to 
conduct surveys, explorations and 
research on the faunal diversity of 
estuaries, backwaters, lagoons and 
mangrove ecosystem of India. 

About ZSI 
▪ The Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) 

was established on 1st July, 1916 to 
promote survey, exploration and research 
leading to the advancement in our 
knowledge of various aspects of 
exceptionally rich life of the erstwhile ´ 
British Indian Empire ́ .  

▪ The survey has its genesis in the 
establishment of the Zoological Section of 
the Indian Museum at Calcutta in 1875.  

▪ It functions as the guardian of the 
National Zoological Collections, 
containing over a million identified 
specimens from all animal groups ranging 
from Protozoa to Mammals.  

▪ Extensive and intensive field explorations 
are undertaken by the Survey in different 
parts of the country for the studies of 
fauna, systematic zoology, animal ecology, 
wildlife and zoogeography, animal 
behavior, animal population and also 
marine fauna and the results of the 
explorations and research are published 
in its own journals as well as National and 
International periodicals of repute 
regularly. 

4) Rising carbon dioxide levels 
may double floods 

Why in news? 
▪ In the report, Impacts of Carbon Dioxide 

Emissions on Global Intense Hydro-
meteorological Disasters, published 
recently, scientists predict that the risk of 
extreme floods or storms could double 
every 13 years along with the rate of 
carbon-dioxide concentrations are 
building up in the atmosphere. 

▪ This is not good for India as this can have 
devastating effects. India faces 5-10 times 
as many extreme events as the average 
country. 

▪ The number of intense “hydro-
meteorological” disasters (like floods, 
droughts, cyclones etc.) could increase 
by 5.4% annually for an “average” 
country facing annually nearly one 
“extreme disaster”. 

▪ An extreme disaster is defined as one that 
causes 100 or more fatalities and/or 
affects 1,000 or more people. 

▪ The authors used the econometric 
modelling to assess the facts. 
Econometric modelling is one in which 
accounting for a country’s vulnerability to 
hazards and its GDP, population density 
and changes in mean rainfall is done. 

 

5) Planting of exotics harmful to 
Nilgiris 

About Nilgiris  
▪ Nilgiri Hills, mountainous region of Tamil 

Nadu state, southeastern India.  
▪ The peaks of the Nilgiri rise abruptly from 

the surrounding plains to an elevation of 
about 6,000 to 8,000 feet (1,800 to 2,400 
metres); one of them, Doda Betta (8,652 
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feet [2,637 metres]), is the highest point 
in Tamil Nadu.  

▪ It is a Part of the Western Ghats, the hills 
are separated from the Karnataka Plateau 
(north) by the Noyar River and from the 
Anaimalai and Palni hills (south) by 
the Palghat Gap.  

▪ They are considerably cooler and wetter 
than the surrounding plains, the upper 
hills forming undulating grassy downs. 
Tea, cinchona (whose bark yields 
quinine), coffee, and vegetables are grown 
extensively. 

Why in news? 
▪ Recently a Coonor based NGO planted 

10,000 plants as a mass reforestation 
drive in Nilgiris. But all of them were 
EXOTIC floral specimens (meaning they 
were non-native plants). 

▪ Conservationists say that though the 
intent is appreciable, but in the long run 
these species harm the native 
environment.  

▪ For example exotic trees such as pine, 
podocarpus and cypress trees have a huge 
impact on soil chemistry on the ground 
where they are planted, preventing native 
grass, plants and herbs from taking root 
underneath the canopy. 

▪ Due to their increase in water demand, 
small streams and other water resources 
around may fade away. 

▪ Exotic trees in the Nilgiris are 
counterproductive to conservation and 
ensuring biodiversity. 

▪ Some support that exotic plants increase 
soil stability, but conservationists 
counter-argue saying that exotics lead to 
soil stability is also fallacious, as the roots 
of these trees are very shallow, and the 
trees get uprooted by high velocity winds 
and heavy rain, which characterise the 
monsoons in the Nilgiris. 

Need for the policy 
▪ Conservationists demand a policy that 

stipulates that only native flora should be 
planted in public spaces in the Nilgiris 
because of its ecological significance and 
its unique biodiversity. 

▪ Forest Department has a shortage of 
native plant saplings , hence they 
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normally dont lend native saplings to 
private individuals.  

▪ Plantation isn't the only problem. 
Maintenance is also an issue and tedious 
job. For example, shola tree species 
require a lot of maintenance post-planting 

to ensure their survival. Maintaining a 
Shola nursery is indeed very difficult as 
the trees are very slow in growing. 
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ECONOMY  
 
1) Natural Gas Grid 
Need for Natural Gas Grid 
▪ Gas Pipeline infrastructure is an 

economical and safe mode of 
transporting the natural gas by connecting 
gas sources to gas consuming markets.  

▪ Gas pipeline grid determines the structure 
of the gas market and its development.  

▪ Share of natural gas in India’s energy 
basket is 6.2% as against 23.4% globally 
and is expected to increase. 

▪ Therefore, an interconnected National Gas 
Grid has been envisaged to ensure the 
adequate availability and equitable 
distribution of natural gas in all parts of 
the country. 

Natural Gas pipelines 
▪ There are about 16800 km (as for Feb, 

2019) long Natural Gas pipeline network 
which is operational in the country.  

▪ In order to make available natural gas 
across the country, it has been envisaged to 
develop additional about 14,300 km 
pipelines to complete the National Gas Grid 

and same are at various stages of 
development.  

▪ This would ensure easy availability of 
natural gas across all regions and also 
potentially help to achieve uniform 
economic and social progress.  

▪ A brief of major gas pipeline projects which 
are being implemented by Central 
Government PSUs are as under: 

Jagdishpur – Haldia/Bokaro – Dhamra 
Pipeline Project (JHBDPL) & Barauni- 
Guwahati Pipeline project (BGPL): 

▪ In 2016, the government provided a capital 
grant of 40% of the project cost of the 
2,655-km Jagdishpur-Haldia and Bokaro-
Dhamra (JHBDPL) gas pipeline project. 

▪ GAIL is currently executing this project. 
▪ GAIL is also laying a 750-km line from 

Barauni to Guwahati as part of the Rs. 
12,940 crore JHBDPL project, which is also 
known as the Pradhan Mantri Urja Ganga 
project.  

▪ This is proposed to be connected to the 
North-East via the Indradhanush grid. 

▪ 
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▪ The entire project will cater to the energy 
demand of Eastern and North-Eastern 
Region covering six states, namely Uttar 
Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, Odisha, West 
Bengal and Assam. 

North East Region (NER) Gas Grid:  
▪ A joint venture of five oil and gas CPSEs 

i.e. GAIL, IOCL, OIL, ONGC and NRL 
(Numaligarh Refinery Ltd) named as 
“Indradhanush Gas Grid Ltd” (IGGL) has 
been entrusted to develop trunk pipeline 
connectivity in all North Eastern States in a 
phased manner.  

▪ Prime objective of these pipelines would be 
to transport the domestic natural gas 
produced in the north east states and the 
same may first cater to the local 
requirements. It shall also connect the NER 
grid to the National Gas Grid. 

▪ Refer Officers’ Pulse Issue No. 31 for more 
details. 

Kochi-Koottanad- Bangalore-Mangalore 
(Ph-II) Pipeline Project (KKBMPL) : 

▪ Construction work is done by GAIL and is 
expected to be commissioned shortly.  

Ennore-Thiruvallur-Bangalore-
Nagapattinum– Madurai – Tuticorin 
Natural gas pipeline (ETBNMTPL): 

▪ IOCL is laying the gas pipeline 
(ETBNMTPL), length- 1385 km.  

▪ This pipeline will connect new Ennore LNG 
Terminal with various demand centres in 
the region. 

Why in News? 
▪ A study, India National Gas Grid 

Technical Assistance programme,  to 
facilitate the development of a national gas 
grid is to be undertaken soon by a U.S. 
entity for the Petroleum and Natural Gas 
Regulatory Board (PNGRB). 

2) MSE gets nod for weekly 
interest rate contracts 

What is an Interest Rate Future? 
▪ An Interest Rate Futures (IRFs) contract is 

"an agreement to buy or sell a debt 
instrument at a specified future date at a 
price that is fixed today."  

▪ The underlying security for Interest Rate 
Futures is either Government Bond or T-
Bill.  

▪ It is a financial derivative that allows the 
holder to benefit from changes in 
interest rates. 

▪ Investors can speculate on the direction of 
interest rates with interest rate futures, or 
else use them to hedge against changes in 
rates.  

▪ Simply put, IRFs are futures contracts 
wherein the underlying financial 
instrument pays interest. 

Why in News? 
▪ The Metropolitan Stock Exchange (MSE) 

has become the first stock exchange to get a 
regulatory approval to launch weekly 
interest rate futures (IRF) contracts. 

More in News 
▪ Currently, both the National Stock 

Exchange (NSE) and the BSE offer trading 
facilities in such instruments but the 
contracts have a monthly tenor. 

▪ It is expected that weekly contracts would 
give market players an avenue to hedge 
their risk exposure in the short term, 
especially during events such as central 
bank policy reviews, growth data releases 
and certain global events that can have a 
bearing on the interest rates in the 
domestic market. 

3) Is the Indian economy staring 
at stagflation? 

Why in News? 
▪ The rise in retail price inflation to a nearly 

six-year high of 7.35% in December has led 
to increasing worries that the Indian 
economy may be headed towards 
stagflation.  

What is stagflation? 
▪ Stagflation is an economic scenario where 

an economy faces both high inflation and 
low growth (and high unemployment) at 
the same time.  

▪ The Indian economy has now faced six 
consecutive quarters of slowing growth 
since 2018. 

▪ Most economists have blamed the 
slowdown on the lack of sufficient 
consumer demand for goods and services.  

Background 
▪ Insufficient demand was cited as the 

primary reason behind the low price 
inflation that was prevalent in the economy 
until recently. 

▪ The RBI responded by cutting its 
benchmark interest rate, the repo rate, five 
times in 2019. 
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▪ The expectation among analysts was that 
these interest rate cuts would spur demand 
and boost the economy.  

▪ In the second half of 2019, prices of goods 
began to rise at a faster pace on the back of 
the RBI’s rate cuts.  

▪ But the growth rate of the economy 
continued to fall significantly.  

▪ This combination of rising prices and 
falling growth has led many to believe that 
India may be sliding into stagflation.  

4) Rights Issues 
What’s a rights issue? 
▪ A rights issue is a way by which a listed 

company can raise additional capital.  
▪ However, instead of going to the public, the 

company gives its existing shareholders 
the right to subscribe to newly issued 
shares in proportion to their existing 
holdings. 

▪ For example, 1:4 rights issue means an 
existing investor can buy one extra share 
for every four shares already held by 
him/her.  

▪ Usually the price at which the new shares 
are issued by way of rights issue is less 
than the prevailing market price of the 
stock, i.e. the shares are offered at a 
discount. 

Why in News? 
▪ The Securities and Exchange Board of India 

(SEBI) has reduced certain reporting 
timelines for rights issues. 

About SEBI 
▪ The Securities and Exchange Board of India 

was established on April 12, 1992 in 
accordance with the provisions of the 
Securities and Exchange Board of India 
Act, 1992. 

▪ The basic functions of the Securities and 
Exchange Board of India are  

1. to protect the interests of investors in 
securities and  

2. to promote the development of, and to 
regulate the securities market and for other 
related matters. 

 

5) IMF blames India for global 
slowdown 

About International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
▪ The IMF was conceived in 1944 at the 

United Nations Bretton Woods 

Conference in New Hampshire, United 
States. 

▪ It is called as Bretton Woods twins along 
with the World Bank. 

▪ It is an organization of 189 countries, 
working to foster global monetary 
cooperation, secure financial stability, 
facilitate international trade, promote high 
employment and sustainable economic 
growth, and reduce poverty around the 
world. 

▪ The IMF's fundamental mission is to ensure 
the stability of the international monetary 
system—the system of exchange rates and 
international payments that enables 
countries (and their citizens) to transact 
with each other.  

▪ The Fund's mandate was updated in 
2012 to include all macroeconomic and 
financial sector issues that bear on 
global stability. 

▪ To ensure the stability of the international 
monetary system, IMF performs the 
following: 

1. keeping track of the global economy and 
the economies of member countries;  

2. lending to countries with balance of 
payments difficulties;  

3. giving practical help to members to 
strengthen their economy. 

Why in News? 
▪ The International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

lowered India’s economic growth 
forecast to 4.8 per cent for this fiscal year 
owing to the crisis in the non-banking 
financial sector and weak rural demand.  

▪ It also cut the world’s growth estimate and 
blamed the slowdown in India for its move. 

 

6) Direct tax collections set to 
drop for first time in two 
decades 

Why in News? 
▪ India’s corporate and income tax 

collection for the current year is likely to 
fall for the first time in at least two 
decades, amid a sharp fall in economic 
growth and cut in corporate tax rates. 

News in Detail 
▪ A sharp decline in demand has stung 

businesses, forcing companies to cut 
investment and jobs, denting tax collections 
and prompting the government to forecast 
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a 5% growth for this fiscal year — the 
slowest in 11 years. 

▪ The tax department had managed to collect 
only Rs. 7.3 lakh crore as of January 23, 
more than 5.5% below the amount 
collected by the same point last year. 

▪ A surprise cut in headline corporate tax 
rate in 2019 aimed at wooing 
manufacturers and boosting investment is 
also considered as a reason behind the 
sluggish tax collections. 

Concerns 
▪ Direct taxes typically account for about 

80% of the government’s projections for 
annual revenue.  

▪ The shortfall may leave the government 
needing to boost borrowing to meet 
expenditure commitments. 

7) Income Tax Appellate 
Tribunal’ (ITAT) 

About the Tribunal  
▪ ITAT is a quasi judicial institution set up in 

January, 1941 and specializes in dealing 
with appeals under the Direct Taxes Acts.  

▪ The orders passed by the ITAT are final, 
an appeal lies to the High Court only if a 
substantial question of law arises for 
determination. 

▪ It was set up in 1941 with six Members 
constituting three Benches - one each at 
Delhi, Kolkata (Calcutta) and Mumbai 
(Bombay). 

▪ The numbers of Benches have 
progressively increased and presently ITAT 
has 63 Benches at 27 different stations 
covering almost all the cities having a seat 
of the High Court. 

Why in News? 
▪ 79th Foundation Day of Income Tax 

Appellate Tribunal (ITAT) was held in Delhi 
on Jan 24. 

8) World Economic Forum (WEF) 
About WEF 
▪ The World Economic Forum is the 

International Organization for Public-
Private Cooperation. 

▪ The Forum engages the foremost political, 
business, cultural and other leaders of 
society to shape global, regional and 
industry agendas. 

▪ It was established in 1971 as a not-for-
profit foundation and is headquartered in 
Geneva, Switzerland.  

▪ It is independent, impartial and not tied to 
any special interests. 

Important Reports by WEF 
▪ Global Competitiveness Report,  
▪ Global Risks Report and  
▪ Global Gender Gap Report 
▪ Travel & Tourism Competitiveness Report 
Why in News? 
▪ The World Economic Forum 50th Annual 

Meeting convened in Davos, Switzerland 
from 21-24 January 2020.
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
 

1) Interpol - International 
Criminal Police Organization 

About Interpol 
▪ Interpol is the shorter name of the 

International Criminal Police Organization, 
is a network comprising 194 member 
nations.  

▪ The agency, with its headquarters in Lyon, 
France, was established in 1923. 

Functions of Interpol 
▪ The Interpol connects police across the 

world even if these individual member 
nations do not have diplomatic relations.  

▪ The Interpol facilitates information 
exchange, knowledge sharing and 
research between nations.  

▪ This is done by issuing colour-coded 
'notices' in four languages - English, 
Spanish, French, and Arabic.  

▪ The Interpol doesn't have law 
enforcement powers such as arrest.  

▪ When a member nation approaches it with 
a specific request backed with court orders, 
the Interpol sends it out to other countries. 
The information received is sent back to 
the country. 

What are different Interpol notices? 
o A Red Notice is a request to locate and 

provisionally arrest an individual pending 
extradition.  

▪ It is issued by the General Secretariat at 
the request of a member country or an 
international tribunal based on a valid 
national arrest warrant.  

▪ However, the arrest of the fugitive is based 
on the rule of the member nation where 
he or she is located. 

o A Yellow Notice is issued to help locate 
missing persons, often minors, or to help 
identify persons who are unable to identify 
themselves.  

▪ This is highly useful in cases of human 
trafficking or in case of missing persons 
due to calamities 

o A Blue Notice is issued to collect 
additional information about a person’s 
identity, location or activities in relation to 
a crime.  

▪ This does not guarantee extradition or 
arrest of the person. 

▪ A Black Notice is a request to seek 
information on unidentified bodies in 
member nations. 

▪ A Green Notice is issued to provide 
warnings and intelligence about persons 
who have committed criminal offences and 
are likely to repeat these crimes in other 
countries. 

▪ An Orange Notice is issued to provide 
warnings about warn of an event, a person, 
an object or a process representing a 
serious and imminent threat to public 
safety. 

▪ A Purple Notice is a request to seek or 
provide information on the modus 
operandi, objects, devices and concealment 
methods used by criminals.  

o The INTERPOL-United Nations Security 
Council Special Notice is issued for 
individuals and entities that are subject to 
sanctions imposed by the United Nations 
Security Council.  

▪ Its principal function is to alert national 
law enforcement authorities that sanctions 
such as assets freeze, arms embargo, and 
travel ban apply to designated individuals 
and entities. 

India and Interpol 
▪ India has been a member since 1956.  
▪ Like any member nation, India maintains a 

National Central Bureau (NCB) which is 
the designated contact point for the 
Interpol.  

▪ The Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) represents the Interpol in India as 
the country’s National Central Bureau. 

▪ The NCB serves as the national platform for 
cooperation between domestic law 
enforcement units and the international 
police community.  

▪ India has collaborated with the Interpol in 
tackling a myriad of organised crimes such 
as poaching, wildlife trafficking, spurious 
drugs and fake medicine rackets, among 
others. 

▪ The CBI will host the 91st General 
Assembly of Interpol after 25 years (since 
1997) in 2022 as part of the 75th 
anniversary celebrations of India’s 
Independence. 
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Why in News? 
▪ The Interpol has issued a Blue Corner 

Notice seeking information about 
controversial self-styled godman 
Nithyananda, who fled the country amid 

allegations of rape and wrongful 
confinement of children. 

2) Wuhan 
About Wuhan 

▪ Wuhan is the capital of Hubei province, 
People's Republic of China. 

▪ It is the largest city in Hubei and the most 
populous city in Central China. 

▪ The Yangtze River and its largest 
tributary, the Han River, traverse the 
urban area. 

Why in News? 
▪ In a bid to curb the spread of the novel 

coronavirus that emerged in the city of 
Wuhan in early December 2019, China 
took a drastic and unprecedented step to 
shut down the city, thus preventing its 11 
million inhabitants from leaving. 

Reasons for the lockdown 
▪ Wuhan, the hotspot of the disease 

outbreak, has reported nearly 80% of all 
cases and all the 17 deaths (as per January 
24, 2020).  

 

3) China and Myanmar 
Why in News? 

▪ Chinese President Xi Jinping signed signing 
dozens of infrastructure and trade deals 
with Myanmar on a two day visit. 

Outcomes of the meet 
▪ China reaffirmed its support to Myanmar 

on the backdrop of growing criticism of 
Myanmar over Rohingya crisis. Refer 
Officers’ Pulse Issue No. 20 for more details. 

▪ China is now Myanmar’s largest investor 
even as distrust of its ambitions lingers 
among the public. 

▪ More than 30 agreements were signed 
during the visit. 

▪ Among them was a concession and 
shareholders agreement on the $1.3 billion 
Kyaukhphyu deep-sea port and economic 
zone, located in a part of Rakhine state.  
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▪ There was also a letter of intent for “new 

urban development” in Myanmar’s 
biggest city Yangon and feasibility studies 
for rail links. 

 

▪ The aim is to carve out a so-called “China-
Myanmar Economic Corridor” — that 
will connect China’s landlocked south to 
Myanmar’s western Rakhine state which 
would serve as Beijing’s long-awaited 
gateway to the Indian Ocean. 

4) Brazil 
Location  
▪ Brazil, officially Federative Republic of 

Brazil, is a country in South America that 
occupies half the continent’s landmass.  

 
▪ Brazil faces the Atlantic Ocean along 7,400 

km of coastline and shares more than 9,750 
miles (15,700 km) of inland borders with 
every South American country except 
Chile and Ecuador. 

▪ Brazil is dissected by both the Equator and 
Tropic of Capricorn. 

▪ It is positioned in the northern, southern 
and western hemispheres. 

Geography 
▪ It is the fifth largest country in the world, 

after Russia, Canada, China, and the United 
States. 
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▪ Brazil contains most of the Amazon River 

basin, which has the world’s largest river 
system and the world’s most-extensive 
virgin rainforest.  

▪ The country contains no desert, high-
mountain, or arctic environments. 

▪ The Pantanal is the world's largest 
freshwater wetland, a seasonally flooded 
plain fed by the tributaries of many rivers. 

▪ The Amazon is the world's largest 
tropical rainforest. 

Why in News? 
▪ Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro arrived 

in India to be the Chief Guest at the 
Republic Day celebrations. 

5) Maldives 
Location and Geography 
▪ Maldives, officially the Republic of 

Maldives, is an island country in the north-
central Indian Ocean.  

▪ It consists of a chain of about 1,200 small 
coral islands and sandbanks (some 200 of 
which are inhabited), grouped in clusters, 
or atolls. 

Why in News? 
▪ India has stepped in to help the Maldives 

tackle a recent outbreak of measles.  
▪ The Indian Embassy in Male on Thursday 

handed over 30,000 doses of measles and 
rubella (MR) vaccine to the Maldivian 
Health Ministry. 

 
Health Cooperation 
▪ India and Maldives are implementing the 

Memorandum of Understanding on 
Health cooperation — signed during 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to 
Male in June 2019. 

▪ It will cover capacity building and training 
of doctors and medical professionals, 
disease surveillance, training of mental 
health professionals, setting up of digital 
health capacities in Maldives. 

▪ India is also helping build a 100-bed 
Cancer Hospital in Hulhumale as part of 
its $800 million Line of Credit to 
Maldives. 

About Measles 
▪ Measles is a highly contagious viral 

disease.  
▪ It remains an important cause of death 

among young children globally, despite 
the availability of a safe and effective 
vaccine. 

▪ Measles is transmitted via droplets from 
the nose, mouth or throat of infected 
persons.  

▪ Initial symptoms, which usually appear 10–
12 days after infection, include high fever, a 
runny nose, bloodshot eyes, and tiny white 
spots on the inside of the mouth.  

▪ Several days later, a rash develops, starting 
on the face and upper neck and gradually 
spreading downwards. 

6) Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons (NPT)  

About NPT 
▪ The NPT aims to prevent the spread of 

nuclear weapons and weapons 
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technology, to foster the peaceful uses of 
nuclear energy, and to further the goal of 
disarmament. 

▪ It entered into force in March 1970. 
▪ Its 190 states-parties are classified into 

two categories: nuclear-weapon states 
(NWS)—consisting of the United States, 
Russia, China, France, and the United 
Kingdom—and non-nuclear-weapon 
states (NNWS).  

▪ Under the treaty, the five NWS commit to 
pursue general and complete disarmament, 
while the NNWS agree to forgo developing 
or acquiring nuclear weapons. 

▪ Only four countries (South Sudan. India, 
Israel, and Pakistan) have not signed the 
treaty, and one country (North Korea) has 
signed and then withdrawn from the 
treaty. 

Nuclear & Non-Nuclear Weapon States 
▪ The Treaty defines nuclear weapon states 

(NWS) as those that had manufactured 
and detonated a nuclear explosive 
device prior to 1 January 1967.  

▪ All the other states are therefore 
considered non-nuclear weapon states 
(NNWS).  

▪ Nuclear weapon states are not to transfer 
to any recipient whatsoever nuclear 
weapons and not to assist, encourage, or 
induce any NNWS to manufacture or 
otherwise acquire them.  

▪ Non-nuclear weapons states are not to 
receive nuclear weapons from any 
transferor, and are not to manufacture or 
acquire them.  

▪ NNWS must accept the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
safeguards on all nuclear materials on 
their territories or under their control. 

Verification and Compliance 
▪ The IAEA verifies NNWS compliance with 

commitments under the NPT. 

▪ In case of non-compliance with IAEA 
safeguards, the IAEA Board of Governors 
(BOG) calls upon the state to remedy the 
situation and reports the non-compliance 
to the UN Security Council (UNSC) and UN 
General Assembly (UNGA).  

▪ The BOG may also impose specific 
penalties, such as curtailment or 
suspension of assistance, return of 
materials, or suspension of privileges and 
rights. The UNSC may impose sanctions and 
approve other measures.  

▪ There are no verification provisions for 
nuclear disarmament commitments 
under the NPT. 

Why India didn’t join? 
▪ The treaty is uniquely unequal and 

discriminatory. 
▪ The spirit of the NPT creates a divide 

between countries that did develop nuclear 
power before 1967 and those that didn't 
develop nuclear power before 1967.  

▪ It only gives the 'Permanent 5' the right to 
hold weapons.  

▪ Although it permits the use of nuclear 
energy for constructive purposes, it puts 
all the other nations at risk. 

▪ India, despite being a nuclear weapons 
state, would have had to sign the treaty as a 
non nuclear weapons state, and in addition 
has to undergo inspections.  

▪ The NPT, in India's opinion doesn't explain 
the need for this distinction and loss of 
national sovereignty. 

Why in News? 
▪ Iran said it will consider withdrawing from 

the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 
Nuclear Weapons (NPT) if a dispute over 
its atomic programme goes before the UN 
Security Council. 

 

  



24 
 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

1) Submarine Launched Ballistic 
Missile (SLBM) - K-4 

About K4 

 
▪ India’s K-4 is an intermediate-range, 

nuclear-capable, submarine-launched 
ballistic missile.  

▪ The K-4 is capable of carrying both 
conventional and nuclear payloads in 
excess of 2,000 kilograms. 

▪ The K-4 is a two-stage, solid propellant 
IRBM that uses a Ring Laser Gyro Inertial 
navigation system for a 20-30m Circular 
Error Probability (CEP).  

▪ The CEP determines the accuracy of a 
missile. The lower the CEP, the more 
accurate the missile is. 

▪ Once inducted, these missiles will be the 
mainstay of the Arihant class of Strategic 
Strike Nuclear Submarines (SSBNs). 

▪ It will give India the stand off capability to 
launch nuclear weapons submerged in 
Indian waters.  

▪ INS Arihant, the first and only 
operational SSBN, is armed with K-15 
Sagarika missiles with a range of 750 km. 

▪ This means the submarine has to venture 
far away from the Indian waters and move 
closer to the adversary’s coast to launch the 
missile.  

▪ The K-4 will do away with that need. 
Importance 
▪ Given India’s position of ‘No-First-Use’ 

(NFU) in launching nuclear weapons, the 
SSBN is the most dependable platform 
for a second-strike.  

▪ Because they are powered by nuclear 
reactors, these submarines can stay 
underwater indefinitely without the 
adversary detecting it.  

▪ The other two platforms — land based and 
air launched are far easier to detect. 

▪ The K-4, along with the K-15 Sagarika 
SLBM, will give the Arihant-class of nuclear 
submarines their nuclear strike 
capabilities, allowing India to field an 
undersea nuclear deterrent capability.  

Why in News? 
▪ India successfully test-fired the 3,500-km 

range submarine-launched ballistic 
missile, K-4 recently. 

▪ The test was carried out by the Defence 
Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO) from a submerged 
pontoon off Visakhapatnam coast. 

More about the Arihant class submarines 
▪ The Arihant class (Sanskrit, for Slayer of 

Enemies) is a class of nuclear-powered 
ballistic missile submarines being built 
for the Indian Navy.  

▪ They were developed under the Advanced 
Technology Vessel (ATV) project to 
design and build nuclear-powered 
submarines. 

▪ The vessels are classified as Strategic 
Strike Nuclear Submarines by India. 

▪ Each submarine will be able to carry 12 K-
5 Sagarika missiles and 4 K-4 SLBMs. 

▪ Arihant’s design is based on the Russian 
Akula-1 Class submarine.  

About INS Arihant 
▪ INS Arihant (SSBN 80) is the lead ship of 

India's Arihant class of nuclear-powered 
ballistic missile submarines. 

▪ INS Arihant is India’s first  indigenously 
built nuclear submarine.  

▪ It was commissioned into service in August 
2016. 

▪ It has a displacement of 6,000 tonnes and is 
powered by an 83 MW pressurised light-
water reactor with enriched uranium. 

▪ It was jointly developed by the Indian 
Navy, Bhabha Atomic Research Centre 
(BARC) and Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO) at 
the naval dockyard in Visakhapatnam. 

▪ There are plans to induct Aridhaman, the 
second SSBN. 

2) Sukhoi fighter jets 
About Su-30 MKI 
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▪ The Sukhoi Su-30 MKI is a twin-seater, 

highly maneuverable, fourth-generation 
multirole combat fighter aircraft. 

▪ It was built by Russia’s Sukhoi Design 
Bureau and licensed to India’s Hindustan 
Aeronautics Limited.  

▪ A variant of the Sukhoi Su-30, it is a heavy, 
all-weather, long-range fighter. 

Su-30 MKI and BrahMos 
▪ Pairing the Su-30 with the Brahmos 

missile will drastically expand the striking 
power of the air leg of India’s nuclear triad.  

▪ The Su-30 itself has a range of up to 1,800 
kilometers while the Brahmos missile can 
strike targets nearly 300 kilometers away.  

▪ Thus, the newly modified Su-30s will allow 
India’s nuclear aircraft to strike deep in the 
heart of China or Pakistan. 

Why in News? 
▪ The Indian Air Force inducted a squadron 

of Sukhoi-30 MKI fighter planes, with the 
capability to carry BrahMos missiles, at its 
Thanjavur airbase. 

More in News 
▪ Initially, five to six SU-30MKI fighter planes 

would be positioned at the Air Force 
Station, Thanjavur, and the full capacity of 
18 planes would be reached on a later date, 
gradually. 

▪ With the SU-30MKI Squadron getting 
positioned in Thanjavur, the Indian Air 
Force would get more air power to strike 
from long stand off ranges on any target at 
sea or on land with accuracy by day or 
night and in all weather conditions. 

Tigersharks 
▪ The 222 Squadron, also known as 

Tigersharks, was raised in September 1969 
at Ambala, and was moved to Halwara in 
1971.  

▪ It is the 12th squadron of the fourth-
generation 'air dominance' Sukhois but the 
first one to be based in south India after the 
first 11 were deployed in the western & 
eastern fronts in Halwara, Pune, Jodhpur, 
Sirsa, Bareilly, Tezpur and Chabua, done to 
quell threats from Pakistan and China. 

3) BrahMos 
About BrahMos 

 
▪ BRAHMOS is a supersonic cruise missile 

system that can be launched from land, sea 
and air. 

▪ An amalgam of the names of the rivers 
Brahmaputra and Moskva, BrahMos is 
being produced by BrahMos Aerospace, a 
joint venture company set up by DRDO 
and Mashinostroyenia of Russia in 1998.  

▪ BRAHMOS is a two-stage missile with a 
solid propellant booster engine as its 
first stage which brings it to supersonic 
speed and then gets separated. 

▪ The liquid ramjet or the second stage 
then takes the missile closer to 3 Mach 
speed in cruise phase.  

▪ Stealth technology and guidance system 
with advanced embedded software 
provides the missile with special features. 

▪ The missile has a flight range of up to 
290-km with supersonic speed all 
through the flight, leading to shorter flight 
time, consequently ensuring lower 
dispersion of targets, quicker engagement 
time and non-interception by any known 
weapon system in the world. 

▪ It operates on ‘Fire and Forget Principle’, 
adopting varieties of flights on its way to 
the target.  

▪ Its destructive power is enhanced due to 
large kinetic energy on impact.  
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▪ Its cruising altitude could be up to 15 km 
and terminal altitude is as low as 10 
meters.  

▪ It carries a conventional warhead 
weighing 200 to 300 kgs. 

▪ The missile has identical configuration for 
land, sea and sub-sea platforms and uses 
a Transport Launch Canister (TLC) for 
transportation, storage and launch. 

Status of the missile 
▪ The BrahMos is regarded as the fastest 

supersonic cruise missile in the world. 
▪ The system has been designed with two 

variants for Anti-Ship and Land-Attack 
roles.  

▪ BRAHMOS Weapon Systems has been 
inducted and is operational with the 
Indian Navy (IN) as well as the Indian 
Army (IA). 

▪ Induction of the first version commenced 
from 2005 with INS Rajput as the first 
ship.  

Ongoing testing 
▪ The canisterised missile is capable of being 

launched vertically from underwater and 
had been successfully flight tested from a 
submerged platform.  

▪ The air launched version has been 
developed and has lesser weight and 
additional rear fins for aerodynamic 
stability during separation from the aircraft 
during launch.  

▪ The required modifications in SU-30 MKI 
for interface with the missile launcher and 
integration with the weapon control of the 
aircraft are being carried out together with 
Indian Air Force and Sukhoi Design 
Bureau.  

▪ BRAHMOS missile created history on 22nd 
Nov 2017 after it was successfully flight-
tested for the first time from the Indian Air 
Force's (IAF) Sukhoi-30MKI. 

BrahMos II -  Hypersonic Variant 
▪ In addition to the supersonic version of the 

Brahmos, India and Russia are also 
collaborating on a hypersonic version of 
the missile.  

▪ The missile will reach the Mach 5 
threshold required to be classified as 
hypersonic by using a special new fuel. 

What are the Mach speeds? 

 
▪ The ratio of the speed of the aircraft to the 

speed of sound in the gas is called the Mach 
number in honor of Ernst Mach, a late 19th 
century physicist who studied gas 
dynamics. 

▪ Thus, a plane traveling at the speed of 
sound is traveling at Mach 1 or about 760 
MPH.  

▪ Mach 2 is twice the speed of sound and so 
on. 

Why in News? 
▪ The Indian Air Force inducted a squadron 

of Sukhoi-30 MKI fighter planes, with the 
capability to carry BrahMos missiles, at its 
Thanjavur airbase. 

4) Coronavirus 
Why in News? 
▪ Chinese authorities have detected a new 

outbreak of coronavirus that emerged in 
the city of Wuhan, China in early December 
2019 and cases have been reported even 
outside China. 

▪ While this is the same family as the SARS 
virus, it appears to be a new disease. 

▪ The death toll from the coronavirus in 
China has risen to 41 (Jan 25). 

About the virus 
▪ Coronaviruses (CoV) are a large family of 

viruses that cause illness ranging from the 
common cold to more severe diseases such 
as Middle East Respiratory Syndrome 
(MERS-CoV) and Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome (SARS-CoV).  

▪ A novel coronavirus (nCoV) is a new 
strain that has not been previously 
identified in humans.   

▪ There is no specific cure or vaccine. 
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▪ Coronaviruses are zoonotic, meaning they 
are transmitted between animals and 
people.   

▪ Detailed investigations found that SARS-
CoV was transmitted from civet cats to 
humans and MERS-CoV from dromedary 
camels to humans.  

▪ Several known coronaviruses are 
circulating in animals that have not yet 
infected humans.  

▪ China’s health ministry has confirmed 
human-to-human transmission of the 
recent outbreak. 

Symptoms of infection 
▪ Common signs of infection include 

respiratory symptoms, fever, cough, 
shortness of breath and breathing 
difficulties.  

▪ In more severe cases, infection can cause 
pneumonia, severe acute respiratory 
syndrome, kidney failure and even death.  

Necessary Precautions 
▪ Standard recommendations to prevent 

infection spread include regular hand 
washing, covering mouth and nose when 
coughing and sneezing, thoroughly cooking 
meat and eggs.  

▪ Avoid close contact with anyone showing 
symptoms of respiratory illness such as 
coughing and sneezing. 

 

5) Vyommitra, first Indian 
‘woman’ to ride to space 

Why in News? 
▪ ISRO unveiled its first ‘woman’ astronaut 

‘Vyomamitra’, a Lady robot, at the 
inaugural session of the “Human 
Spaceflight and Exploration — Present 
Challenges and Future Trends” in 
Bengaluru. 

More about Vyomamitra 

 
▪ The robot is a  half-humanoid. 
▪ Her body stops at the torso and has no 

legs.  
▪ Vyommitra is a product of the ISRO 

Inertial Systems Unit, 
Thiruvananthapuram. 

 
▪ The functions of the robot is to do switch 

panel operations, ECLSS [environment 
control and life support systems] functions, 
be a companion, converse with the 
astronauts, recognise them and also 
respond to their queries. 

▪ She can detect and give out warnings if 
environmental changes within the cabin get 
uncomfortable to astronauts and change 
the air condition.  

▪ She can take up postures suited for launch 
and tasks and take commands. 

For the Mission Gaganyaan 
▪ Vyommitra will ride to space in the first 

test flight of the human space mission, 
Gaganyaan. 

▪ The humanoid will simulate the human 
functions required for space before real 
astronauts take off before August 2022.  

▪ Two trial flights without crew will take 
place with a humanoid — the first around 
December 2020 and the second around July 
2021. 

▪ ISRO will study how she — and later real 
astronauts — respond to living outside 
earth in controlled zero-gravity conditions. 

▪ For more details about the mission, refer 
Officers’ Pulse Issue No. 30  

 

6) Thirty Metre Telescope or TMT 
About 
▪ The Thirty Meter Telescope is a new class 

of extremely large telescopes that will 
allow us to see deeper into space and 
observe cosmic objects with 
unprecedented sensitivity.  
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▪ With its 30 m prime mirror diameter, TMT 

will be three times as wide, with nine times 
more area than the largest currently 
existing visible-light telescope in the 
world.  

▪ This will provide unparalleled resolution 
with TMT images more than 12 times 
sharper than those from the Hubble Space 
Telescope.  

▪ When operational, TMT will provide new 
observational opportunities in essentially 
every field of astronomy and astrophysics. 

Who is building TMT? 
▪ The Thirty Meter Telescope is being 

designed and developed by the TMT 
International Observatory LLC (TIO).  

▪ The TIO is a non-profit international 
partnership between the California 
Institute of Technology, the University of 
California, the National Institutes of 
Natural Sciences of Japan, the National 
Astronomical Observatories of the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences, the Department of 
Science and Technology of India, and the 
National Research Council (Canada).  

▪ The Association of Universities for 
Research in Astronomy (AURA) is a TIO 
Associate and major funding for TMT has 
been provided by the Gordon & Betty 
Moore Foundation.  

▪ The TIO will also run the TMT operations 
once the telescope is completed. 

Why in News? 
▪ India has said it wants the TMT project to 

be moved out of the proposed site at 
Mauna Kea, a dormant volcano in Hawaii. 

News in Detail 
▪ The TMT project has been marred by 

protests for over a decade.  
▪ The proposed site is considered sacred to 

indigenous Hawaiians, and also has too 
many observatories for one more such 
massive establishment to come up. 

▪ The project has been delayed by nearly five 
years and should have begun operations by 
2025. 

▪ The next best site to locate the telescope is 
the Observatorio del Roque de los 
Muchachos (ORM) on La Palma in the 
Canary Islands, Spain. 

▪ Hanle, in Ladakh, was also in the running 
to host the TMT, but lost out to Mauna Kea, 
which is considered a superior site due to 
the imaging possibilities it offers, its stable 
weather, and also because it has the 
necessary infrastructure to manage 
telescopes, already being host to several 
telescopes. 

India and TMT 
▪ India has committed $200 million, which 

is about a tenth of the proposed cost ($2 
billion).  

▪ The telescope needs 492 precisely polished 
mirrors and India is to contribute 83 of 
them.  

▪ The project delay has meant that these 
manufacturing contracts have also been 
delayed. 

▪ The level of contribution determines the 
amount of viewing time, or slots, that the 
member-countries’ scientists get on the 
machine.  

▪ Thus India, in a given year, stands to get 
10% of the available slots; any downtime 
could potentially eat into those. 

7) East Asian Observatories 
Consortium 

About  
▪ The EAO (East Asian Observatory) is 

formed  by EACOA (East Asian Core 
Observatories Association) for the 
purpose of pursuing joint projects in 
astronomy within the East Asian region.  

▪ East Asian Core Observatories Association 
(EACOA) consisted of four core observatories 
in East Asian: National Astronomical 
Observatories of China (NAOC), National 
Astronomical Observatory of Japan (NAOJ), 
Korea Astronomy and Space Science institute 
(KASI), Academia Sinica Institue of Astronomy 
and Astrophysics (ASIAA), Taiwan is formed 
to foster and coordinate collaborations 
between the major astronomical observatories 
in the region. 
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▪ The East Asian Observatories Consortium 
consists of eight countries committed to 
build large telescopes and pool resources. 

▪ It consists of China, Japan, Taiwan, Korea 
as full members and Thailand, Vietnam, 
Malaysia and Indonesia as ‘observers’. 

▪ It follows the prevalent practice in 
astronomy to link the observations from 
multiple telescopes to spot the signatures 
of space objects such as black-holes. 

Why in News? 
▪ India is in preliminary discussions to be a 

part of the East Asian Observatories 
Consortium. 

8) Truenat MTB 
Why in News? 
▪ The World Health Organization (WHO) had 

mentioned that the India-made Truenat 
MTB, a molecular diagnostic test for 
pulmonary and extrapulmonary TB and 
rifampicin-resistant TB, has high 
accuracy. 

About Truenat MTB 
▪ Truenat is developed by the Goa-based 

Molbio Diagnostics.  
▪ The company was provided with technical 

assistance and resources by the Foundation 
for Innovative New Diagnostics (FIND) to 
help commercialise Truenat. 

▪ Truenat is robust and most suited for 
Indian conditions. 

▪ Truenat is battery operated and portable, 
hence, it can be used in remote places.  

▪ Truenat takes about 25 minutes to extract 
the DNA and another 35 minutes for 
diagnosis.  

▪ Testing for rifampicin resistance takes an 
hour and is done only if the sample tests 
positive for TB.  

▪ Truenat will be cheaper per test than Xpert 
(TB diagnostic). The equipment and 
cartridges cost more in the case of Xpert. 
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PIB ANAYSIS 
 

1) PRAGATI 
About: 
▪ PRAGATI (Pro-Active Governance And 

Timely Implementation), is aimed at 
starting a culture of Pro-Active Governance 
and Timely Implementation. 

▪ It is a multi-purpose and multi-modal 
platform that is aimed at addressing 
common man’s grievances, and 
simultaneously monitoring and reviewing 
important programmes and projects of the 
Government of India as well as projects 
flagged by State Governments. 

▪ The PRAGATI platform uniquely bundles 
three latest technologies: Digital data 
management, video-conferencing and geo-
spatial technology. It also offers a unique 
combination in the direction of cooperative 
federalism since it brings on one stage the 
Secretaries of Government of India and the 
Chief Secretaries of the States. 

▪ With this, the Prime Minister is able to 
discuss the issues with the concerned 
Central and State officials with full 
information and latest visuals of the ground 
level situation. 

Key features 
▪ It is a three-tier system (PMO, Union 

Government Secretaries, and Chief 
Secretaries of the States) 

▪ Prime Minister will hold a monthly 
programme where he will interact with the 
Government of India Secretaries, and Chief 
Secretaries through Video-conferencing 
enabled by data and geo-informatics 
visuals. 

Why in News? 
▪ Prime Minister, will chair the 32nd 

interaction through PRAGATI- the ICT-
based, multi-modal platform for Pro-Active 
Governance and Timely Implementation. 

 

2) National Startup Advisory 
Council 

Composition: 
▪ The National Startup Advisory Council will 

be chaired by Minister for Commerce & 
Industry.  

▪ It will consist of the non-official members, 
to be nominated by the Central 

Government, from various categories like 
founders of successful startups, veterans 
and persons capable of representing the 
interests of incubators and accelerators etc. 

▪ The term of the non-official members of the 
Startup Advisory Council will be for a 
period of two years. 

▪ The nominees of the concerned 
Ministries/Departments/Organisations, 
not below the rank of Joint Secretary to the 
Government of India, will be ex-officio 
members of the Council. 

▪ Joint Secretary, Department for Promotion 
of Industry and Internal Trade will be the 
Convener of the Council. 

Functions: 
▪ Suggest measures to foster a culture of 

innovation amongst citizens and students 
in particular, promote innovation in all 
sectors of the economy across the country. 

▪ Suggest measures to facilitate public 
organizations to assimilate innovation with 
a view to improving public service delivery, 
promote creation, protection and 
commercialization of intellectual property 
rights. 

▪ Suggest making it easier to start, operate, 
grow and exit businesses by reducing 
regulatory compliances and costs, promote 
ease of access to capital for startups, and 
incentivize domestic capital for 
investments into startups. 

▪ Mobilize global capital for investments in 
Indian startups, keep control of startups 
with original promoters and provide access 
to global markets for Indian startups. 

Why in News? 
▪ The Central Government has notified the 

structure of the National Startup Advisory 
Council to advise the Government on 
measures needed to build a strong 
ecosystem for nurturing innovation and 
startups in the country to drive sustainable 
economic growth and generate large scale 
employment opportunities. 

 

3) Maharashtra’s Agribusiness 
and Rural Transformation 
Project 

Why in News? 
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▪ The Government of India, the Government 
of Maharashtra and the World Bank today 
signed a loan agreement of USD 210 
million. 

▪ The agreement aims to support 
smallholder farmers participate in 
competitive agriculture value chains, 
facilitate agri-business investments, 
increase market access and productivity in 
focus commodities, and build resilience of 
crops to recurrent floods or droughts in 
Maharashtra. 

Objectives of the project: 
▪ Support value addition in the post-harvest 

segments of agriculture value-chains; 
▪ Facilitate agribusiness investments 

through inclusive business models that 
provide opportunities to small farmers; 

▪ Stimulate the establishment of small and 
medium enterprises; and 

▪ Support resilience of agricultural 
production systems to better manage 
increasing production and commercial 
risks associated with climate change. 

▪ Significance: 
▪ The project is a giant step towards 

transformation of rural economy and 
empowerment of farmers and also 
sustainable agriculture through public-
private partnership (PPP) model. 

▪ It seeks to ensure higher production of 
crops and create robust market mechanism 
to enable farmers to reap higher 
remunerations for the yield. It unites 
agriculture-oriented corporates and 
farmers by providing them a common 
platform. 

4) National Voters Day 
Why in News? 
▪ The 10th National Voters’ Day has been 

celebrated on 25th Jan. 
News in Detail: 
▪ It was celebrated at over ten lakh locations 

across the country including Polling 
Stations, District and State headquarters. 

▪ The theme this year is ‘Electoral Literacy 
for Stronger Democracy'. 

▪ It sets the tone for year-long activities 
focusing on voter education and renewal of 
citizens’ faith in the electoral process. 

▪ The Day is celebrated since 2011 to mark 
the Foundation day of Election 

Commission of India, which was 
established on 25th January 1950. 

▪ This year marks an important milestone in 
the history of Indian democracy as Election 
Commission of India (ECI) completes 70 
years of its journey. 

▪ The main purpose of the NVD celebration is 
to encourage, facilitate and maximize the 
enrollment, especially for the new voters. 
Dedicated to the voters of the country, the 
Day is utilized to spread awareness among 
voters for promoting informed 
participation in the electoral process. 

5) Bharat Parv 2020 
Why in News? 
▪ Bharat Parv 2020, a festival to celebrate the 

spirit of India has begun at Red Fort ground 
in New Delhi. 

 
About Bharat Parv 
▪ The objective of Bharat Parv is to 

encourage people to visit different tourism 
places of the country and to inculcate the 
spirit of ‘Dekho Apna Desh’. It is organised 
by the Ministry of Tourism. 

▪ Bharat Parv has many attractions for public 
including display of Tableaux of the 
Republic Day parade, performance by 
armed forces bands and cultural 
Performances from different regions of the 
country. 

▪  More than 50 food stalls, 79 handicrafts 
stalls and 27 theme pavilions have been 
setup. 

▪ The theme of this year’s Bharat Parv is 'Ek 
Bharat Shreshtha Bharat' and 
'Celebrating 150 Years of Mahatma 
Gandhi. 

 

6) Padma Awards 2020  
About: 
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▪ Padma Awards - one of the highest civilian 
Awards of the country, are conferred in 
three categories, namely, Padma 
Vibhushan, Padma Bhushan and Padma 
Shri. 

▪ The Awards are given in various 
disciplines/ fields of activities, viz.- art, 
social work, public affairs, science and 
engineering, trade and industry, medicine, 
literature and education, sports, civil 
service, etc. 

▪ ‘Padma Vibhushan’ is awarded for 
exceptional and distinguished service; 

▪ ‘Padma Bhushan’ for distinguished service 
of high order and 

▪ ‘Padma Shri’ for distinguished service in 
any field.  

▪ The awards are announced on the occasion 
of Republic Day every year. 

▪ These awards are conferred by the 
President of India at ceremonial functions 
which are held at Rashtrapati Bhawan 
usually around March/ April every year.  

 
Why in News? 
▪ The government of India has announced 

the names of Padma Award winners on 
January 26, 2020.  

7) Bodo Accord 
Why in News? 

 
▪ The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), the 

Assam government and the Bodo groups 
signed an agreement to redraw and rename 
the Bodoland Territorial Area District 
(BTAD) in Assam, currently spread over 

four districts of Kokrajhar, Chirang, Baksa 
and Udalguri. 

▪ As per the agreement, villages dominated 
by Bodos that were presently outside the 
BTAD would be included and those with 
non-Bodo population would be excluded. 

▪  
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About Bodos: 
▪ Bodos are the single largest tribal 

community in Assam, making up over 5-6 
per cent of the state’s population. They 
have controlled large parts of Assam in the 
past. 

▪ The four districts in Assam — Kokrajhar, 
Baksa, Udalguri and Chirang — that 
constitute the Bodo Territorial Area 
District (BTAD), are home to several ethnic 
groups. 

Background: 

▪ The Bodos have had a long history of 
separatist demands, marked by armed 
struggle. 

▪ In 1966-67, the demand for a separate state 
called Bodoland was raised under the 
banner of the Plains Tribals Council of 
Assam (PTCA), a political outfit. 

▪ In 1987, the All Bodo Students Union 
(ABSU) renewed the demand. “Divide 
Assam fifty-fifty,'' was a call given by the 
ABSU’s then leader, Upendra Nath Brahma. 

▪ The unrest was a fallout of the Assam 
Movement (1979-85), whose culmination 
— the Assam Accord — addressed the 
demands of protection and safeguards for 
the “Assamese people”, leading the Bodos 
to launch a movement to protect their own 
identity. 

▪ In December 2014, separatists killed more 
than 30 people in Kokrajhar and Sonitpur. 
In the 2012 Bodo-Muslim riots, hundreds 
were killed and almost 5 lakh were 
displaced. 
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News in Depth
AIR NEWS  

 
1) 12th National Tribal Youth 

Exchange Programme 
Who are Tribes? 
▪ Tribes are a group of people having distinct 

language, culture, lifestyle and socio-
economic condition and are living in a 
specific geographical area. Normally, the 
tribes reside in interior forests, remote and 
inaccessible areas or in the outskirts of 
forests and hilly regions. 

Why in News? 
▪ The 12th National Tribal Youth Exchange 

Programme was inaugurated in 
Puducherry under which tribal youths will 
be visiting many places to know about the 
language, customs, culture, arts, dressing 
patterns, food pattern and other aspects of 
Puducherry. 

▪ Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan (NYKS) 
organizes Tribal Youth Exchange 
Programme with the support of Ministry 
of Home Affairs, Govt. of India. 

Aims & Objectives 
▪ To provide an opportunity to the tribal 

youth of 30 selected districts of 07 states 
for exposure visit to 10 different places of 
the country to understand the cultural 
ethos, language, lifestyles of the people 
depicting Socio –economic & Cultural 
Development & Development process unity 
in diversity aspect of our national life. 

▪ To expose tribal youth to the technological 
and industrial advancement that have 
taken place in different states of the 
country with a focus on various 
developmental activities, skill 
development, educational & employment 
opportunities available there. 

▪ To sensitize the tribal youth about their 
rich traditional & cultural heritage and 
enable them to preserve it for future 
generations. 

▪ To provide exposure to industry and Skill 
Development programme this can facilitate 
the provision of employment to the tribal 
youth. 

 

2) Mahatma Gandhi International 
Convention Centre (MGICC) 

News in Detail: 
▪ External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar and 

President of Niger jointly inaugurated the 
first Mahatma Gandhi International 
Convention Centre (MGICC) established in 
Africa by India to honour the memory of 
Mahatma Gandhi. 

▪ It is the first centre to be established in 
Africa by India to honour the memory of 
Mahatma Gandhi whose 150th Birth 
Anniversary was observed last year. 

▪ The convention centre has been designed 
to witness high-level and wide-ranging 
participation from African Union member 
states and other high-level conventions.  

Why in News? 
▪ India opened its first Mahatma Gandhi 

convention centre in Niger. 
 

3) E-Waste Clinic 
Why in News? 
▪ India's first e-waste clinic opened in 

Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh. 
News in Detail: 
▪ The e-waste clinic is jointly set up by the 

Central Pollution Control Board and Bhopal 
Municipal Corporation-BMC. 

▪ It would enable segregation, processing 
and disposal of waste from both household 
and commercial units. Electronic waste will 
be collected door-to-door or could be 
deposited directly at the e-waste clinic. The 
CPCB will provide technical support to the 
clinic. 
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▪ The e-waste clinic is being started on the 
basis of a three-month pilot project. If this 
project is successful, e-waste clinics will be 
established at other places in the country.  

About CPCB: 
▪ The Central Pollution Control Board 

(CPCB), statutory organisation, was 
constituted in September, 1974 under the 
Water (Prevention and Control of 
Pollution) Act, 1974. Further, CPCB was 
entrusted with the powers and functions 
under the Air (Prevention and Control of 
Pollution) Act, 1981. 

Functions of the Central Board at the 
National Level 

▪ Advise the Central Government on any 
matter concerning the prevention and 
control of water and air pollution and 
improvement of the quality of air. 

▪ Plan and cause to be executed a nation-
wide program for the prevention, control 
or abatement of water and air pollution; 

▪ Coordinate the activities of the State Board 
and resolve disputes among them; 

▪ Provide technical assistance and guidance 
to the State Boards, carry out and sponsor 
investigation and research relating to 
problems of water and air pollution, and 
for their prevention, control or abatement; 

▪ Plan and organize training of persons 
engaged in programme on the prevention, 
control or abatement of water and air 
pollution; 

▪ Organize through mass media, a 
comprehensive mass awareness 
programme on the prevention, control or 
abatement of water and air pollution; 
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HINDU EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
 

1) Guaranteeing healthcare, the 
Brazilian way 

▪ Achieving universal health coverage is a 
very complex task, especially for 
developing countries like India, a country 
with a population of 1.3 billion because of 
the challenges lying ahead. 

▪ However, India moved a step closer, when 
in 2018 the country launched a national 
health protection scheme, Ayushman 
Bharat, to achieve UHC. 

Challenges ahead of India in achieving 
universal health coverage: 

▪ India faces enormous challenges to achieve 
UHC by 2022 such as  

▪ High disease prevalence 
▪ Issues of gender equality  
▪ Unregulated and fragmented health-care 

delivery system  
▪ Non-availability of adequate skilled human 

resource  
▪ Vast social determinants of health  
▪ Inadequate finances (Public health 

expenditure is still very low in India, at 
around 1.3% of GDP in the 2017-2018 
fiscal year) 

▪ Lack of inter-sectoral co-ordination. 
▪ In this scenario, studying Brazilian way of 

health care provide lessons for Ayushman 
Bharat, currently the world’s largest and 
most ambitious government health 
programme. 

Brazilian way of Health care: 
▪ Following the end of military rule, the 

Brazilian society decided to achieve 
universal coverage by establishing a 
government-funded system.  

▪ The Unified Health System (SUS), which 
guaranteed free health coverage that 
included pharmaceutical services. 

▪ It was written into the new Constitution in 
1988. 

▪ In the last 30 years, Brazilians have 
experienced a drastic increase in health 
coverage as well as outcomes:  

o life expectancy has increased from 64 
years to almost 76 years, 

o Infant Mortality Rate has declined from 
53 to 14 per 1,000 live births.  

▪ Polio vaccination has reached 98% of the 
population.  

▪ A 2015 report said that 95% of those that 
seek care in the SUS are able to receive 
treatment.  

▪ Every year, the SUS covers more than two 
million births, 10 million hospital 
admissions, and nearly one billion 
ambulatory procedures. 

▪ Brazil’s strategy is based on an extensive 
work of community health agents who 
perform monthly visits to every family 
enrolled in the programme. 

▪ These agents carry out a variety of tasks 
which includes health promotion and 
prevention activities, oversee whether 
family members are complying with any 
treatment they might be receiving, and 
effectively manage the relationship 
between citizens and the healthcare 
system.  

▪ The strategy works: a large body of 
research shows that the programme has 
drastically reduced IMR and increased 
adult labour supply.  

▪ It expanded SUS from 4% of coverage in 
2000 to up to 64% of the overall 
population in 2015 it was able to reach 
even the rural areas and the poorest States 
of the country. 

▪ However, Brazil spends only 3.8% of its 
GDP on the SUS, serving a population 
three times larger than that of the U.K, 
while universal health systems tend to 
consume around 8% of the GDP and the 
NHS taking up 7.9% of Britain’s GDP. 

▪ A study conducted by the Brazil-based 
Institute for Health Policy Studies (IEPS) 
forecasts that public health spending in 
Brazil will need to increase by nearly 1.6 
percentage points of the GDP by 2060 in 
order to cover the healthcare needs of a 
fast-ageing society. 

▪ The Brazilian experience also inform the 
design of the expansion of primary care 
that underlies Ayushman Bharat, that is, 
the creation of 1,50,000 wellness centre by 
2022. 

▪ India is composed of large States with a 
reasonable degree of administrative 
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autonomy and this fact implies great 
challenges and opportunities. The major 
challenge is that a one-size-fits-all 
approach for such heterogeneous country 
is rarely possible. However, this diversity 
must be met by an intricate combination 
of standardised programmes and 
autonomy to adopt policies according to 
the state’s characteristics. 

 

2) Why ‘Make in India’ has failed 
▪ On September 25, 2014, the Indian 

government announced the ‘Make in India’ 
initiative to encourage manufacturing in 
India and galvanize the economy with 
dedicated investments in manufacturing 
and services.  

▪ Eventually, India emerged as the top 
destination for foreign direct 
investment, surpassing the U.S. and China.  

▪ In line with the national programme, States 
too launched their own initiatives.  

▪ However, even after five years, the 
economy in general, and the manufacturing 
sector in particular, is on a slippery slope. 

About Make in India:  
▪ Make in India was launched with the 

primary goal of making India a global 
manufacturing hub, by encouraging both 
multinational as well as domestic 
companies to manufacture their products 
within the country. 

▪ It also seeks to facilitate job creation, foster 
innovation, enhance skill development and 
protect intellectual property.  

▪ The logo of ‘Make in India’ – a lion made of 
gear wheels – itself reflects the integral role 
of manufacturing in government’s vision 
and national development. 

▪ To achieve this goal, targets were 
identified and policies outlined.  

▪ The three major objectives were:  
1. to increase the manufacturing sector’s 

growth rate to 12-14% per annum in 
order to increase the sector’s share in the 
economy;  

2. to create 100 million additional 
manufacturing jobs in the economy by 
2022;  

3. to ensure that the manufacturing sector’s 
contribution to GDP is increased to 25% 
by 2022 (revised to 2025) from the 
current 16%. 

▪  The policy approach was to create a 
conducive environment for investments, 
develop modern and efficient 
infrastructure, and open up new sectors for 
foreign capital. 

Make in India initiative- a success or 
failure? 

▪ As the policy changes were intended to 
usher growth in three key variables of the 
manufacturing sector — investments, 
output, and employment growth , an 
examination of these will help us gauge the 
success of the policy. 

Investment: 
▪ The last five years witnessed slow growth 

of investment in the economy. Capital 
investments in the manufacturing sector 
makes it evident. 

▪ According to Economic Survey 2018-19, 
Gross fixed capital formation of the private 
sector, a measure of aggregate investment, 
declined to 28.6% of GDP in 2017-18 from 
31.3% in 2013-14 .  

▪ The private sector’s savings have increased, 
but investments have decreased, despite 
policy measures to provide a good 
investment climate. 

Output 
▪ The monthly index of industrial 

production pertaining to manufacturing 
show that for a majority of the months, it 
was 3% or below and even negative for 
some months and has registered double-
digit growth rates only on two occasions 
during the period April 2012 to November 
2019 which implies contraction of the 
sector.  

Employment 
▪ Industrial employment has not grown to 

keep pace with the rate of new entries into 
the labour market. 

▪ This implies that Make in India has failed. 
So, Where lies the defect? 
▪ ‘Make in India’ is a good example of a 

continuous stream of ‘scheme’ 
announcements. However, the 
announcements had two major lacunae.  

▪ Too much reliance on foreign capital 
▪ The bulk of these schemes relied too much 

on foreign capital for investments and 
global markets for produce which created 
an inbuilt uncertainty, as domestic 
production had to be planned according to 
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the demand and supply conditions 
elsewhere.  

Implementation deficit 
▪ While economists worry mostly about 

budget and fiscal deficit, policy 
implementers need to take into account the 
implications of implementation deficit in 
their decisions. The result of such a policy 
oversight is evident in the large number of 
stalled projects in India.  

Ambitious growth rates 
▪ An annual growth rate of 12-14% is well 

beyond the capacity of the industrial sector 
since India has not achieved it historically. 

▪ Expecting to build capabilities for such a 
quantum jump is an enormous 
overestimation of the implementation 
capacity of the government.  

Multiple sectors into the fold 

▪ Since the initiative brought too many 
sectors into its fold, it led to a loss of policy 
focus.  

Ill timed 
▪ Given the uncertainties of the global 

economy and ever-rising trade 
protectionism, its not the right time for the 
initiative to find its place. 

▪ ‘Make in India’ is a grand initiative which 
have long gestation periods and lag effects, 
assessments of such initiative can be 
premature. However, it needs to be backed 
up by reforms and addressing the above 
said issues would serve the very purpose of 
the initiative.  
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RSTV BIG PICTURE 

 

1) Regulating Artificial 
Intelligence 

 
Why in News? 
▪ One of the most powerful men in IT, Sundar 

Pichai, has backed regulations for artificial 
intelligence.  

▪ While Pichai isn’t the first big tech 
executive to say so publicly, his voice 
matters, given that Google is arguably the 
world’s largest AI Company.  

▪ Tesla and SpaceX chief Elon Musk has been 
vocal about the need for regulating AI 
several times in the past.  

▪ Musk even said that “by the time we are 
reactive in AI regulation, it’s too late".  

Background: 
▪ Microsoft president Brad Smith is another 

prominent person in tech who has called 
for regulation of AI.  

▪ Pichai, in an editorial, advocated for AI to 
be regulated keeping in mind both the 
harm and societal benefits that the 
technology can be used for.  

▪ He also said that governments must be 
aligned on regulations around AI for 
“making global standards work".  

▪ While India has been vocal about the use of 
AI in various sectors, it is far from 
regulating it.  

▪ A 2018 NITI Aayog paper proposed five 
areas where AI can be useful.  

▪ In that paper, the think tank also noted the 
lack of regulation around AI as a major 
weakness for India. 

What do we understand by Artificial 
Intelligence? 

▪ It is a wide-ranging branch of computer 
science concerned with building smart 
machines capable of performing tasks that 
typically require human intelligence. 

▪ It is an interdisciplinary science with 
advancements in machine learning and 
created a paradigm shift in virtually every 
sector of the tech industry. 

▪ According to the father of AI, John 
McCarthy, it is “The science and 
engineering of making intelligent 
machines, especially intelligent 
computer programs”. 

▪ AI is a way of making a computer, a 
computer-controlled robot, or a software 
think intelligently, in a similar manner the 
intelligent humans think.  

▪ AI is accomplished by studying how the 
human brain thinks and how humans learn, 
decide and work while trying to solve a 
problem and then using the outcomes of 
this study as a basis of developing 
intelligent software and systems. 

Are there any global measures? 
▪ Discussions about regulating AI are on in 

the United States. 
▪ Ethical rules for autonomous vehicles are 

introduced by Germany. 
▪ This step of Germany has been followed by 

China, Japan and Korea with regards to self 
driven cars. 

What is the relevance of regulation of AI in 
India? 

▪ Artificial Intelligence depends on the 
gathering of data which automatically 
making it an issue that needs regulation. 

▪ Practical applications of AI like facial 
recognition can hit on the direct threat to 
privacy. 

▪ Unchecked applications of AI can be a big 
issue like in Facebook chatbots which 
created their own language. 

▪ The use of AI in governance, healthcare, 
law enforcement, etc is more intrusive than 
phone imaging capabilities. 

What are the challenges involved? 
▪ Discussions on the legal aspects of AI are 

not clear and analysing it is complex. 
▪ As AI systems have started to replace 

humans in few industries which is affecting 
the threat to human dignity. 

▪ With automation increasing in the 
industries there is a fear of mechanisation 
of jobs resulting in unemployment. 
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▪ There R&D in AI is emerging with low 
intensity. 

▪ Transforming core research into market 
applications is a major challenge. 

What are the steps taken in India? 
▪ Discussions In June 2018 NITI Aayog had 

released a policy paper, ‘National Strategy 
for Artificial Intelligence’. 

▪ There was a proposal to launch a National 
programme on AI in the 2019 Budget. 

▪ There has been no comprehensive 
legislation formulated in India for 
regulating AI in India yet. 

▪ India ranks 17 on the 2019 AI Readiness 
Index that tracks how “well-placed” 
governments are to take advantage of the 
benefits of AI in delivering public services. 

What is the way forward? 
▪ India’s approach towards AI strategy has to 

be balanced for both local needs and 
greater good.  

▪ India has to factor in its current strengths 
in AI, or a lack thereof and thus requires 
large scale transformational interventions, 
primarily led by the government, with 
private sector providing able support. 

Conclusion 
▪ It requires a long term and engaged 

institutional collaboration between all the 
stakeholders including the citizens to 
achieve the goal of '#AIforAll'. The primary 
role needs to be ensuring that the 
collaborative strategy succeeds the 
government with a mindful of not crowding 
out the private sector. They need to be 
facilitator of the trending aspects than 
intriguing much in the regulations. 

2) Decriminalising Company Law 

 
Why in News? 
o Union finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman 

said the Government does not favour laws 
that treat business houses with suspicion 
and was working towards decriminalizing 
the Companies Law.  

▪ Sitharaman said that apart from 
decriminalising corporate laws - 
settling tax disputes and privatisation 
of government-run firms are on the 
agenda to achieve the $5 trillion 
economy goal.  

Background: 
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▪ The government has already identified 
statutory changes to be made in the 
Companies Act that decriminalise 
procedure lapses and do not affect public 
interest as part of its effort to improve ease 
of doing business.  

▪ About 46 amendments to penal provisions 
may be made to either remove criminality 
or restrict punishment to only fine or allow 
rectification of defaults using alternatives, 
de-clog the criminal justice system in the 
country.  

▪ The intention now is to extend this exercise 
to laws dealing with income tax and money 
laundering. 

What are the salient features of Companies 
Act 2013? 

▪ The Indian Companies Act 2013 replaced 
the Indian Companies Act, 1956. 

▪ The Companies Act 2013 has introduced a 
new concept of class action suits with a 
view of making shareholders and other 
stakeholders, more informed and 
knowledgeable about their rights. 

▪ The Companies Act 2013 provides for 
approvals from shareholders on various 
significant transactions. 

▪ The Companies Act 2013 stipulates 
appointment of at least one woman 
Director on the Board (for certain class of 
companies). 

▪ The Companies Act 2013 stipulates certain 
class of Companies to spend a certain 
amount of money every year on 
activities/initiatives reflecting Corporate 
Social Responsibility. 

▪ The Companies Act 2013 introduced 
National Company Law Tribunal and 
National Company Law Appellate Tribunal 
to replace the Company Law Board and 
Board for Industrial and Financial 
Reconstruction. 

▪ The Companies Act 2013 proposes a fast 
track and simplified procedure for mergers 
and amalgamations of certain class of 
companies such as holding and subsidiary, 
and small companies after obtaining 
approval of the Indian government. 

▪ The Companies Act 2013 permits cross 
border mergers, both ways; a foreign 
company merging with an India Company 
and vice versa but with prior permission of 
RBI. 

▪ The Companies Act 2013 prohibits 
directors and key managerial personnel 
from purchasing call and put options of 
shares of the company, if such person is 
reasonably expected to have access to 
price-sensitive information. 

▪ The Companies Act 2013 increased the 
number of maximum shareholders in a 
private company from 50 to 200. 

▪ The maximum number of persons/partners 
in any association/partnership may be 
upto such number as may be prescribed 
but not exceeding one hundred. 

▪ The Companies Act 2013 provides new 
form of private company, i.e., one Person 
Company. 

▪ The Companies Act 2013 provides for 
entrenchment (apply extra legal 
safeguards) of the articles of association 
have been introduced. 

▪ The Companies Act 2013 proposed E-
Governance for various company processes 
like maintenance and inspection of 
documents in electronic form, option of 
keeping of books of accounts in electronic 
form, financial statements to be placed on 
company’s website, etc. 

▪ Every company shall have at least one 
director who has stayed in India for a total 
period of not less than 182 days in the 
previous calendar year. 

▪ The Companies Act 2013 provides that all 
listed companies should have at least one-
third of the Board as independent 
directors. 

▪ The Companies Act 2013 requires at least 
seven days’ notice to call a board meeting.  

▪ Under the Companies Act 1956, a director 
had fiduciary (legal or ethical relationship 
of trust) duties towards a company. 

▪ The Companies Act 2013 does not restrict 
an Indian company from indemnifying 
(compensate for harm or loss) its directors 
and officers like the Companies Act 1956. 

▪ The Companies Act 2013 provides for 
rotation of auditors and audit firms in case 
of publicly traded companies. 

▪ The Companies Act 2013 prohibits 
Auditors from performing non-audit 
services to the company where they are 
auditor to ensure independence and 
accountability of auditor. 

▪ The entire rehabilitation and liquidation 
process of the companies in financial crisis 
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has been made time bound under 
Companies Act 2013. 

What is Company Law Committee? 
▪ It was constituted by the Ministry of 

Corporate Affairs. 
▪ The objective of the committee was to 

examine and make recommendations to 
the Government on various provisions and 
issues pertaining to the implementation of 
the Companies Act, 2013 and the Limited 
Liability Partnership Act, 2008 and other 
related matters. 

What are the recommendations of the 
Company Law Committee? 

▪ It has re-categorised 23 offences out of the 
66 remaining compoundable offences Act 
and is to be dealt with in the in-house 
adjudication framework wherein these 
defaults would be subject to a penalty by 
the adjudicating officer. 

▪ It has omitted altogether 7 compoundable 
offences. 

▪ It has limited punishment for 11 
compoundable offences to only fine . 

▪  It has reduced the quantum of penalties in 
respect of certain provisions which were 
shifted to the in-house adjudication 
framework through the recently passed 
Companies (Amendment) Act, 2019. 

▪ In case of non-compoundable offences it 
has retended status quo. 

What is the relevance of regulation of AI in 
India? 

▪ Artificial Intelligence depends on the 
gathering of data which automatically 
making it an issue that needs regulation. 

▪ Practical applications of AI like facial 
recognition can hit on the direct threat to 
privacy. 

▪ Unchecked applications of AI can be a big 
issue like in Facebook chat bots which 
created their own language. 

▪ The use of AI in governance, healthcare, 
law enforcement, etc is more intrusive than 
phone imaging capabilities. 

What are the impacts of this move? 
▪ The trust between Government and 

Industry can be cemented with this. 
▪ It reduces government interference and 

helps in improving ease of doing business. 
▪ Litigation numbers can be reduced in good 

numbers with clear understanding and 
updated legal environment. 

▪ There can be speedy disbursal of cases due 
to tribunal set up and can reduce the 
burden on special courts. 

▪ Smaller companies can move towards 
better compliance and help in more focus 
on functioning. 

▪ Accountability and better enforcement can 
be achieved in corporate sector. 

▪ Conclusion 
▪ Despite this move has a positive note there 

needs to be constant amendments in the 
future to be in line with the changing 
environment. There is a need to remove the 
needle of suspicion between the 
government and the industry to build trust 
and improve the economy. 

 

3) Multiple State Capitals and 
Governance 

Why in News? 
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▪ The Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly 
passed the AP Decentralisation and 
Inclusive Development of All Regions Bill, 
2020 that intended to give shape to state 
government's plan of having three capitals 
— executive capital in Visakhapatnam, 
legislative in Amaravati and judicial in 
Kurnool.  

▪ The amendments to the Bill proposed by 
the Opposition Telugu Desam Party were 
rejected by the House.  

Background: 
▪ The cabinet chaired by Reddy approved the 

proposal on three capital cities aimed at 
“decentralised and inclusive development 
of all regions of the state”.  

▪ It also approved repealing the Capital 
Region Development Authority Act and 
establishes the Amaravati Metropolitan 
Development Authority.  

▪ The ruling YSR Congress Party has also 
reportedly decided to scrap the state’s 
Upper House as it is miffed with the 
Legislative Council stalling bills. 

Where do we find other examples of 
multiple capital cities? 

▪ Andhra Pradesh has taken this concept 
from South Africa - Pretoria (executive), 
Cape Town (Legislative) and Bloemfontein 
(Judicial). 

▪ Sri Lanka has Sri Jayawardenapura Kotte as 
official capital with the seat of national 
legislature but Colombo is the de facto seat 
of both national executive and judiciary. 

▪ Kualalumpur remains the official, royal 
capital as well as the seat of the national 
legislature of Malaysia, Putrajaya is the 
administrative centre and seat of national 
judiciary. 

▪ Mumbai and Nagpur are the two capitals of 
Maharashtra which conducts its winter 
session in Nagpur. 

▪ Shimla and Dharamshala in Winter are the 
two capitals of Himachal Pradesh. 

What does Sri Bagh pact moots? 
▪ The SriBagh Pact moots the idea of 

Decentralisation. 
▪ It clearly defined decentralisation, for the 

benefit of all three main regions such as 
Coastal AP, Godavari and Krishna districts 
and Rayalaseema. 

What did Sri Krishna panel recommended? 
▪ The Committee was formed by the Union 

Ministry of Home Affairs to study the 

alternatives for a new capital for the State 
of Andhra Pradesh. 

▪ In December 2010, the Justice B N 
Srikrishna Committee, set up to look into 
the demand for Telangana state, said 
Rayalaseema and North Coastal Andhra 
were economically the most backward, and 
the “concentration of development efforts 
in Hyderabad is the key reason for demand 
of separate states”. 

▪ The advantages and qualities of 
Visakhapatnam to become the capital was 
elaborately deliberated by the Sri Krishna 
Committee. 

▪ Coming to suggestions for alternative 
capital, the Committee primarily took up 
three things for consideration — creation 
of single city or super city in greenfield 
location, expanding existing cities and 
distributed development. 

▪ To facilitate site selection, the Government 
of India appointed an Expert Committee 
under the AP Reorganisation Act, 2014, 
headed by K.C. Sivaramakrishnan. 

What are the recommendations of 
K.C.Sivaramakrishnan panel? 

▪ The panel argued against the need for a 
greenfield capital city. 

▪ It said instead to focus on distributing 
locations of governance beyond the 
Vijayawada-Guntur-Tenali-Mangalagiri 
urban area while utilising the time period 
of 10 years to continue functions from 
Hyderabad after bifurcation.  

▪ It said that building the capital in 
Visakhapatnam is likely to put a strain on 
infrastructure and possibly lead to 
unplanned expansion of urban areas.  

▪ It also pointed out that fertile agricultural 
land in Krishna, Guntur and West Godavari 
districts, which together account for over 
1% of the country’s rice production, would 
be usurped for infrastructure development 
if the capital came up in this region. 

▪ It would also adversely affect the 
development prospects of other areas in 
Andhra by sucking much private and 
speculative capital into the area. 

What are the arguments in favour? 
▪ This would lead to correct asymmetric 

federalism. 
▪ It would be in line with the growth pole 

theory which means having multiple 
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capitals spreads the economic growth in 
diverse channels by multiple growth poles. 

▪ It confirms to Central business district 
(CBD) approach for economic 
development. 

▪ In Spite of having all government 
centralized in one place could give that 
place too much power, so it is better to 
divide various govt.  branches like 
judiciary, legislature and executive among 
three cities which results in Balance of 
powers. 

What are the arguments against? 
▪ The time and costs of travel of government 

Ministers, officers, and staff, will be 
significant and hampers administrative 
efficiency. 

▪ There will be huge money demand to 
develop infrastructure. 

▪ Accelerated urbanisation driven by 
multiple capitals may increase urban 
sprawls which could threaten food supplies 
at a time when food production is already 
not keeping up with population growth. 

▪ Simultaneous Rapid urbanisation at 
multiple places in a state can result in an 
explosion of informal urban settlements, or 
slums. 

What is the way forward? 

▪ With advancements in communications 
technology multiple capitals can be 
effective with spread developments. 

▪ A better research should happen on 
understanding the drivers, and 
consequences, of city growth in shaping the 
spatial allocation of resources, people, and 
economic activity. 

▪ Application of Smart City Mission to 
develop Infrastructural needs. 

▪ City administrators will have to forge 
strong partnerships with private 
organisations, nongovernmental 
organisations, universities, funding 
agencies and entrepreneurs in order to 
derive an operating model that could work 
for Central business district. 

Conclusion 
▪ Citizen participation through engagement 

with the businesses and their employees 
needs to be encouraged and tapped in. 
Successful execution of an urban 
development initiative will depend on 
committed leadership from the civic body’s 
elected representatives and administrative 
staff. 
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