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News @ a glance 
POLITY 

 

1) Curative Petition 
What is Curative Petition? 
▪ Curative Petition is the last judicial resort 

available for redressal of grievances in 
court which is normally decided by judges 
in-chamber. It is only in rare cases that 
such petitions are given an open-court 
hearing. 

Constitutional Provisions 

▪ Article- 137: Review of judgments or orders 
by the Supreme Court subject to the 
provisions of any law made by Parliament 
or any rules made under Article 145, the 
Supreme Court shall have power to review 
any judgment pronounced or order made by 
it. Such a petition needs to be filed within 
30 days from the date of judgement or 
order. 

Background: 
▪ The concept of the curative petition was 

evolved by the Supreme Court of India in 
the matter of Rupa Ashok Hurra vs. Ashok 
Hurra and Anr. (2002) where the question 
was whether an aggrieved person is 
entitled to any relief against the final 
judgement/order of the Supreme Court, 
after the dismissal of a review petition. 

▪ The Supreme Court, in the case, held that in 
order to prevent abuse of its process and to 
cure gross miscarriage of justice, it may 
reconsider its judgements in the exercise of 
its inherent powers. 

▪ For this purpose, the Court has devised what 
has been termed as a “curative” petition. 

Conditions by the Supreme Court to 
entertain the curative petitions: 

▪ The petitioner will have to establish that 
there was a genuine violation of principles 
of natural justice and fear of the bias of the 
judge and that the judgement adversely 
affected him. 

▪ The petition shall state specifically that the 
grounds mentioned had been taken in the 
review petition and that it was dismissed 
by circulation. 

▪ The petition is to be sent to the three senior-
most judges and judges of the bench who 
passed the judgement affecting the petition, 
if available. 

▪ If the majority of the judges on the above 
bench agree that the matter needs hearing, 
then it would be sent to the same bench (as 
far as possible). 

▪ The court could impose “exemplary costs” to 
the petitioner if his plea lacks merit. 

▪ If the Curative Petition is rejected, the 
convicts can file an appeal for Mercy 
Petition with the President of India. 

▪ What is the provision relating to a mercy 
petition before the president? 

▪ Under Article 72 of the Indian Constitution, 
the president has the power to grant 
pardons, reprieves, respites or remissions 
of punishment or to suspend, remit or 
commute the sentence of any person 
convicted of any offence where punishment 
or sentence is: 

1) given by a court martial; 
2) under a law relating to a matter to which 

the executive power of the Union extends; 
3) a death sentence. 

▪ A pardon completely absolves the offender 
from all sentences or punishments or 
disqualifications and places him in the same 
position as if he had never committed the 
offence. 

▪ Commutation substitutes one form of 
punishment with another of a lighter 
character. 

▪ Remission reduces the amount of sentence 
without changing its character. 

▪ Respite awards a lesser punishment on 
special grounds. 
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▪ Reprieve temporarily suspends the death 
sentence. 

▪ Why in News? 
▪ Curative petitions were rejected by the 

Supreme Court by two convicts in the 
Nirbhaya case after their execution was 
scheduled.  

▪ President Ram Nath Kovind has rejected a 
mercy petition filed by Mukesh Singh - one 
of the four convicts in the Nirbhaya case -
after it was forwarded to him by the Union 
Home Ministry.  

2) Article 131-Original 
jurisdiction of the Supreme 
Court 

What is Article 131? 
▪ Article 131 in the Constitution states: 

▪ Original jurisdiction of the Supreme Court 
Subject to the provisions of this 
Constitution, the Supreme Court shall, to 
the exclusion of any other court, have 
original jurisdiction in any dispute 

▪ between the Government of India and one or 
more States; or 

▪ between the Government of India and any 
State or States on one side and one or more 
other States on the other; or 

▪ between two or more States,  

▪ if and in so far as the dispute involves any 
question (whether of law or fact) on which 
the existence or extent of a legal right 
depends: 

▪ The said jurisdiction shall not extend to a 
dispute arising out of any treaty, 
agreement, covenant, engagement, or other 
similar instrument which, having been 
entered into or executed before the 
commencement of this Constitution. 

▪ In simplest terms, this gives Supreme Court 
original jurisdiction—meaning the 
Supreme Court can hear the case firsthand 
rather than reviewing a lower court's 
judgment—to mediate disputes between 
states or between the Centre and states. 

Why in News? 
▪ Kerala became the first State to join citizens 

across the country’s spectrum to challenge 
the constitutionality of the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Act (CAA) in the Supreme 
Court. 

News in Detail: 
▪ The suit has been filed under Article 131 of 

the Constitution. 
▪ Kerala has said in its suit that it would be 

compelled under Article 256 to comply 
with the CAA, which it considers manifestly 
arbitrary, unreasonable, irrational and 
violative of fundamental rights. 

▪ Article 256 of the Constitution states that 
the executive power of every State shall be 
so exercised as to ensure compliance with 
the laws made by Parliament. 

▪ Thus, there exists a dispute, involving 
questions of law and fact, between the 
State of Kerala and the Union of India, 
regarding the enforcement of legal rights as 
a State and as well for the enforcement of 
the fundamental, constitutional and other 
legal rights of the inhabitants of the State of 
Kerala. 

▪ The Kerala Government has asked for the 
law to be declared unconstitutional and in 
violation of Article 14 (equality before 
law), Article 21 (protection of life and 
personal liberty) and Article 25 (freedom 
of conscience and free profession, practice, 
and propagation of religion). 

▪ It has also sought directions to declare the 
Passport (Entry into India) Amendment 
Rules, 2015, and Foreigners 
(Amendment) Order, 2015, to be “ultra 
vires the Constitution of India and to be 
void". 

 

3) National Commission for Safai 
Karamcharis (NCSK) 

About National Commission for Safai 
Karamcharis (NCSK) 

▪ The National Commission for Safai 
Karamcharis (NCSK) was constituted on 
12th August, 1994 as a statutory body by 
an Act of Parliament viz. ‘National 
Commission for Safai Karamcharis Act, 
1993’, for a period of three years i.e. up to 
31st March, 1997. 

▪ With the lapsing of the “The National 
Commission for Safai Karamcharis Act, 
1993”, the Commission is acting as a Non-
Statutory body of the Ministry of Social 
Justice and Empowerment whose tenure 
is extended from time to time through 
Government Resolutions . 

Key functions of NCSK: 
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▪ Recommend to the Central Government 
specific programmes of action towards 
elimination of inequalities in status, 
facilities and opportunities for Safai 
Karamcharis. 

▪ Study and evaluate the implementation of 
the programmes and schemes relating to 
the social and economic rehabilitation of 
Safai Karamcharis; and scavengers, in 
particular. 

▪ To study and monitor the working 
conditions, including those relating to 
health, safety and wages of Safai 
Karamcharis working under various kinds 
of employers including Government, 
Municipalities and Panchayats, and to make 
recommendations in this regard. 

▪ Make reports to the Central or State 
Governments on any matter concerning 
Safai Karamcharis, taking into account any 
difficulties or disabilities being 
encountered by Safai Karamcharis 

Who is a Manual Scavenger? 
▪ As per “The Prohibition of Employment as 

Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation 
Act, 2013”- a Manual Scavenger means a 
person engaged or employed by an 
individual or a local authority or an agency 
or a contractor for manually cleaning , 
carrying, disposing off, or otherwise 
handling in any manner human excreta in 
an insanitary latrine or in an open drain or 
pit into which human excreta from the 
insanitary latrine is disposed of or on a 
railway track or in such other spaces or 
premises as the Central Government or 
State Government may notify before the 
excreta fully decomposes in such manner 
as may be prescribed and the expression 
‘Manual Scavenging’ shall be construed 
accordingly. 

Why in News? 
▪ The National Commission for Safai 

Karamcharis (NCSK) reviewed the 
implementation of Prohibition of 
Employment as Manual Scavengers and 
their Rehabilitation Act, 2013. 

 
News in Detail: 
▪ Of the 926 deaths inside sewers in the 

country, from 1993 till December 31, 2019, 
families of 172 victims were yet to receive 
compensation.  

▪ Gujarat had the highest number of cases 
where the amount was not paid or the 
payment was unconfirmed (48), while 
Maharashtra was yet to pay or confirm 
payment of compensation in any of its 32 
cases.  

 
▪ A total of 53,598 people, of which 29,923 

were in Uttar Pradesh alone, had been 
identified as engaged in manual scavenging 
after surveys in 2013 and 2018. One-time 
cash assistance had been disbursed in 
35,397 cases, with Uttar Pradesh 
accounting for 19,385 such people. 

▪ Capital subsidy and skill development 
training had been provided to 1,007 and 
7,383 of the identified manual scavengers, 
respectively, the data showed. 

▪ District Vigilance Committees had been 
constituted in 21 States/Union Territories, 
State Monitoring Committees in 26, and 
State Commissions for Safai Karamcharis in 
eight.  

4) Centre for tougher law against 
sexual harassment at work 

Why in News? 
▪ The Group of Ministers (GoM) headed by 

Home Minister Amit Shah, which was 
constituted to strengthen the legal 
framework to prevent sexual harassment 
at the workplace, has finalised its 
recommendations. 

▪ The GoM was constituted first in October 
2018 in the aftermath of the #MeToo 
movement after many women shared their 
ordeal on social media. It was reconstituted 
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in July 2019 under Home Minister Amit 
Shah. 

About Sexual Harassment of Women and 
Workplace Act, 2013: 

▪ Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace 
(Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act 
was passed in 2013.The act broadens the 
Vishaka guidelines which were already in 
place. 

Vishakha Guidelines: 
▪ The guidelines date back to 1997 when the 

Supreme Court laid them down while 
passing judgment in a public interest 
litigation filed by Vishaka and other 
women’s rights groups. 

▪ Legally binding, these guidelines defined 
sexual harassment and imposed three key 
obligations on institutions — prohibition, 
prevention, redressal. 

▪ It defines an aggrieved victim as a woman of 
any age whether employed or not who 

alleges to have been subjected to any act of 
sexual harassment. 

▪ The act made the employer responsible to 
prevent or deter acts of sexual harassment 
at the workplace. 

▪ It says that an employer must constitute an 
Internal Complaints Committee (ICC) at 
each office or branch with 10 or more 
employees. 

Concerns: 
▪ As per National Crime Records Bureau 

(NCRB), the number of sexual harassment 
incidents at “work or office premises” 
registered under Section 509 IPC (words, 
gesture or act to insult the modesty of a 
woman) were 479 and 401 in the years 
2017 and 2018 respectively. 

▪ The total number of sexual harassment 
incidents in 2018 including that in public 
places, shelter homes and others was 
20,962. The number of cases continued 
to be high questioning the effectiveness 
of the 2013 act. 

News in Detail: 
▪ The GoM has finalised its recommendations. 

It will be now put up for comments from 
the public. 

▪ The major recommendation includes the 
addition of new provisions to the Indian 
Penal Code (IPC) which would strengthen 
the existing laws on sexual harassment 
at the workplace. 

▪ The proposed amendments would be largely 
based on the Vishaka Guidelines laid down 
by the Supreme Court in 1997. 

▪ The amendments would form a part of the 
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) project to 

reboot the IPC. Several retired judges, 
legal luminaries and State governments are 
being consulted by the Bureau of Police 
Research and Development (BPR&D) as 
a consultative measure before the 
overhauling of the IPC. 

5) Levels and Trends in Child 
Mortality 

Why in News? 
▪ India is among the few countries in the world 

where, in 2018, the mortality under-5 years 
of girls, exceeded that of boys, according to 
the ‘Levels and Trends in Child 
Mortality’ report by the United Nations 
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(UN) inter-agency group for child 
mortality. 

Global scenario: 
▪ A child or a young adolescent died every five 

seconds in 2018. The major causes of 
neonatal mortality are preterm birth, 
intrapartum related events, and neonatal 
infection. 

▪ Half of all under-5 deaths in 2018 occurred 
in five countries: India, Nigeria, Pakistan, 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo and 

Ethiopia. India and Nigeria alone account 
for about a third. 

▪ Current trends predict that close to 10 
million 5- to 14-year-olds, and 52 million 
children under 5 years of age, will die 
between 2019 and 2030. 

▪ In 2018, fewer countries showed gender 
disparities in child mortality, and across the 
world, boys are expected to have a higher 
probability of dying before reaching age 5 
than girls. But this trend was not reflected 
in India.  

Indian scenario: 
▪ According to India’s 2017 Sample 

Registration System, the States with the 
highest burden of neonatal mortality are 
Madhya Pradesh, Odisha and Uttar Pradesh, 
with 32, 33 and 30 neonatal deaths per 
1,000 live births, respectively. India’s 
neonatal mortality rate is 23. 

▪ Jharkhand, Bihar and Uttarakhand showed 
the largest gender gaps in under-5 
mortality.  
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ENVIRONMENT 
 

1) Centre eases CRZ rules for 
‘Blue Flag’ beaches 

What are ‘Coastal Regulation Zone’ Rules? 
▪ The coastal zone is a transition area 

between marine and territorial zones. It 
includes shore ecosystems, wetland 
ecosystems, mangrove ecosystems, 
mudflat ecosystems, sea grass 
ecosystems, salt marsh ecosystems and 
seaweed ecosystems. 

▪ To manage human activities and also 
protect the fragile ecosystem of areas 
such as coastlines, wetlands, eusturies, 
near the coasts, the government came up 
with CRZ rules in Environment Protection 
Act 1986. 

▪ CRZ consists of coastal land up to 500 
metres from the High Tide Line (HTL) and 
a stage of 100 metres along the banks of 
creeks, estuaries, backwater and rivers 
where tidal fluctuations occur. 

▪ They restrict construction activities such 
as buildings, polluting industries as well 
as mining, bunding etc in these areas. 

▪ The coastal areas have been classified into 
four categories—CRZ-I, CRZ-II, CRZ-III 
and CRZ-IV—in the 1991 notification, 
which aimed at restricting establishment 
of industries in these areas. 

▪ In 2011 they were revised to adjust the 
construction of Navi Mumbai airport, and 
then in 2018, they were once again 
revised to promote ecotourism. 

What is Blue Flag certification? 
▪ A world-renowned eco-label trusted by 

millions around the globe, the Blue Flag 
programme is operated under the 
auspices of the Foundation for 
Environmental Education and is 
headquartered in Copenhagen, 
Denmark. 

▪ It Marks out beaches as providing tourists 
and beachgoers clean and hygienic 
bathing water, facilities/amenities, a safe 
and healthy environment, and sustainable 
development of the area. 

▪ In order to qualify for this prestigious 
award, a series of 33 stringent criteria 
under four major heads for the beaches, 
that is, (i) Environmental Education and 
Information (ii) Bathing Water Quality 
(iii) Environment Management and 
Conservation and (iv) Safety and Services 
must be met and maintained.  

▪ The Blue Flag Programme started in 
France in 1985 and has been 
implemented in Europe since 1987, and in 
areas outside Europe since 2001, when 
South Africa joined. Japan and South 
Korea are the only countries in south 
and southeastern Asia to have Blue Flag 
beaches. Spain tops the list with 566 
such beaches. 

 
What is High Tide Line? 
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▪ It is the highest line upto which highest 
tide reaches during the spring tide. It is 
demarcated using satellite imagery.  

Why in News? 
▪ The Environment Ministry has relaxed 

Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) rules 
that restrict construction near beaches to 
help States construct infrastructure and 
enable them to receive ‘Blue Flag’ 
certification. 

▪ In 2019, the Ministry has selected 13 
beaches in India which will aspire to get 
blue flag certificate.  

▪ They have permitted activities required 
for Blue flag, in the Coastal Regulation 
Zone (CRZ), including Islands, subject to 
maintaining a minimum distance of 10 
meters from HTL (High Tide Line). 

 

2) Kaziranga records 96 species 
of wetland birds 

About Kaziranga National Park: 
▪ Formed in 1908 on the recommendation 

of Mary Curzon (the wife of the Viceroy of 
India), the park is located on the edge of 
the Eastern Himalayan biodiversity 
hotspots – Golaghat and Nagaon district. 
In the year 1985, the park was declared as 
a World Heritage Site by UNESCO. 

▪ Apart from this, the park has been 
identified as an important bird area by 
Birdlife International Society as it is a 
home to various species of migrating and 
inhabitant birds.  

▪ Situated on the banks of river 
Brahmaputra, the sanctuary is blessed 
with the four different kinds of 
vegetation. The Tropical moist mixed 
deciduous forests and tropical semi-
evergreen forests is marked by the 41% 
of the tall grasses, 29% open jungle, 11% 
short grasses and rest is covered with the 
rivers and the water bodies.  

▪ Its breathtaking array of flora and diverse 
fauna adds value to the scenic beauty of 
the park. Along with the iconic Greater 
one-horned rhinoceros, the park is the 
breeding ground of elephants, wild water 
buffalo, and swamp deer.  

▪ Over time, the tiger population has also 
increased in Kaziranga, and that’s the 
reason why Kaziranga was declared as 
Tiger Reserve in 2006. 

 
What are wetlands? 
▪ Wetlands are defined as the areas 

consisting of marsh, fen, peat land or 
water bodies, whether natural or 
artificial, permanent or temporary.  

▪ Those water bodies can be static or 
flowing, fresh, brackish or salty, including 
areas of marine water bodies with a 
depth up to six meters during low tide. 

Why in News? 
▪ Second wetland bird count was conducted 

in Kaziranga National Park. 
▪ The first waterfowl census in 2018 had 

yielded 10,412 birds covering 80 families 
from 21 families. 

▪ A total of 19,225 birds belonging to 96 
species under 80 families were found in 
this count. 

▪ Bar-headed goose, common tea and 
northern pintail were on the top of the 
list. 

▪ Data on bird wealth is important because 
the wetlands nourish Kaziranga's 
ecosystem. Increase or decrease in the 
number of birds is indicative of the 
park's health. 

▪ Much of the focus of conservation efforts 
in Kaziranga are focused on the 'big four' 
species— rhino, elephant, Royal Bengal 
tiger and Asiatic water buffalo. Hence 
conservationists have asked to shift focus 
to other species also. 

3) Vanga Nari Jalikattu 
Vanga Nari/Bengal Fox: 



10 
 

 
▪ Vulpes bengalensis is native to the Indian 

subcontinent, including India, Nepal and 
Pakistan and is widespread throughout its 
range. These foxes are found in the 
Himalayan foothills to the tip of the Indian 
peninsula. 

▪ Bengal foxes are tame and generally not 
fearful of humans, making them 
vulnerable to hunting. 

▪ Bengal foxes inhabit burrows built 
approximately two to three feet below 
ground surface. These burrows have 

several openings converging towards the 
centre burrow area. 

▪ The Indian Wildlife Protection Act (1972 
as amended up to 1991) prohibits hunting 
of all wildlife and lists the Bengal fox in 
Schedule II. 

▪ It is under ‘Least Concern’ category of 
IUCN list. 

Why in News? 
▪ An unusual jallikattu, one that uses foxes 

(Bengal Fox) instead of bulls at the 
Pongal, in Salem, Tamil Nadu. 

▪ The villagers believe it will bring 
bountiful rain and good fortune. 

▪ First the animals are trapped and brought 
to the temple. The animals are muzzled 
and their hind legs tied with rope.  

▪ After special rituals are conducted, the 
hapless animals are chased through the 
streets, much like bulls in the more 
conventional jallikattu. After the event, 
the animals are released into the forest. 

 
▪ This event is conducted even after the 

ban. Forests Department is trying to 
eradicate such practice. 

 

4) Species-rich forests offer 
stable carbon capture 

Anamalai Tiger Reserve 
▪ ANAMALAI TIGER RESERVE is the 29th 

and one of the four Tiger Reserves in 
TamilNadu. It forms part of the Southern 
Western Ghats. 

▪ It lies South of the Palakkad gap in the 
Southern Western Ghats. The extent of the 

Tiger Reserve as per notification by 
Government of Tamil Nadu is Core Area 
958.59 sq.km, Buffer Area 521.28 sq.km 

▪ Anamalai Tiger Reserve falls in four 
revenue taluks namely; Pollachi, Valparai 
in Coimbatore District and Udumalpet in 
Tiruppur District and Kodaikanal taluk in 
Dindigul District in the State of 
TamilNadu 

▪ The IGWS has significant anthropological 
diversity with more than 4600 Adivasi 
people from six tribes of indigenous 
people living in 34 settlements. The tribes 
are the Kadars, Malasars, Malaimalasar s, 
Pulaiyars, Muduvars and the Eravallan. 
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▪ The Tiger Reserve supports diverse 
habitat types like Wet evergreen forests, 
semi evergreen forests, moist deciduous, 
dry deciduous, dry thorn and shola 
forests. Other unique habitats like 
montane grasslands, savannah and 
marshy grasslands are also present. 

▪  

 
Why in news? 
▪ An international team of researchers in 

Anamalai Tiger Reserve, has shown that 
carbon storage was highest in species-
rich evergreen forest.  

▪ The study was done in natural evergreen 
and deciduous forests, and in teak and 
eucalyptus plantations within the 
reserve.  Annual rainfall and stressors like 
drought were all taken into consideration 
for the study. 

▪ The study shows that  the rate of carbon 
capture was more stable across years in 
forests than in plantations, and carbon 
capture by forests was more resilient to 
drought. 

▪ The results showed that the species-rich 
evergreen forests stored carbon at 
approximately 300 tons per hectare.  

▪ The storage in teak and eucalyptus 
plantations was 43% and 55% less, 
respectively. The researchers also found 
that the rates of carbon capture remained 
nearly the same year after year in natural 
forests compared with plantations. 

Importance of the study 
▪ The Government of India has 

communicated to UNFCCC to achieve 
voluntarily additional 2.5–3 billion tonnes 
of CO2 e by 2030 from forestry sector on 
October 2, 2015. 

▪ Currently, according to government data, 
over half of compensatory afforestation 
plantations use five species or less, 
which is way lower than in natural forests 
and totally inadequate. Hence this study 
shows that such compensatory 
afforestation will not replace the essence 
of forest which has cut down, 

▪ Raising monoculture or species-poor 
plantations such as eucalyptus, teak  as a 
strategy for mitigating climate change are 
not viable options to tackle climate 
change.  

▪ Species-rich forests are beneficial for 
biodiversity as they also provide habitat 
to many other components — insects, 
birds, etc. Previous studies have shown 
that species-rich forests are also resistant 
to diseases. 

5) Make re-grassing after mining 
mandatory: Supreme Court 

Why in news? 
▪ The Supreme Court ordered that mining 

lease holders should be held responsible 
for re-grassing mined areas so that 
biodiversity gets a second chance in 
these scarred landscapes. 

▪ Once mining starts there are several 
environmental issues caused which 
includes erosion, formation of sinkholes, 
loss of biodiversity, and contamination of 
soil, groundwater and surface water by 
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chemicals from mining processes. In fact, 
the effects of coal mining persist for years. 

▪ The court noted that an area which is 
mined results in complete elimination of 
grass which in turn denies fodder to 
herbivores. The only solution can be re-
grassing of such mined areas.  

▪ The Court directed the government to 
devise the necessary methods to ensure 
compliance by mining lease holders. The 
cost of re-grassing the mined area and 
wherever damaged would be entirely 
borne by the licence holder. 
  



13 
 

ECONOMY  
 
1) Railways invites RFQ from 

private train operators 
DBFO (Design, Build, Finance and Operate) 

▪ DBFO is a PPP model for the creation of 
infrastructure facilities.  

▪ In this model, the private party assumes the 
entire responsibility for the design, 
construction, finance, and operate the 
project for the period of concession. 

Why in News? 

▪ Indian Railways has invited interested 
parties to submit a Request for 
Qualification (RFQ) document by January 
17 for selection of private parties to 
operate 150 passenger trains on 100 
routes. 

News in Detail 
▪ The Ministry of Railways and NITI Aayog 

said the indicative cost of investment 
would be about Rs. 22,500 crore. 

▪ As per the draft proposal, the Ministry has 
grouped routes into 12 clusters that are to 
be operated through Public Private 
Partnership (PPP) on design, build, and 
finance and operate basis, with a 
concession period of 35 years.  

▪ The project work broadly includes 
designing, procurement, financing and 
operation and maintenance of passenger 
trains comprising a minimum of 16 coaches 
with the right to collect market-linked 
fares. 

Need for private players 
▪ The Railways expect to meet the huge 

unmet demand that led to loss of 
passenger business to other modes in 
recent times with additional private 
operators. 

▪ According to a market assessment study, 
during 2017-18, total reserve passengers 
were 0.65 billion, whereas waitlisted 
passengers were 88.5 billion. 

2) BIS Hallmarking made must for 
gold jewellery 

About Hallmark 

▪ Hallmarking is the accurate determination 
and official recording of the proportionate 
content of precious metal in precious metal 
articles.  

▪ Hallmarks are thus official marks used in 
many countries as a guarantee of purity 
or fineness of precious metal articles.  

▪ The principle objectives of the Hallmarking 
Scheme are to protect the public against 
adulteration and to obligate 
manufacturers to maintain legal 
standards of fineness. 

▪ In a more general sense, the term hallmark 
can also be used to refer to any 
distinguishing characteristic. 

About Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) 
▪ BIS is the National Standard Body of India 

established under the BIS Act 2016. 
▪ Its mandate includes harmonious 

development of the activities of 
standardization, marking and quality 
certification of goods and for other relevant 
matters. 

▪ BIS has been providing traceability and 
tangibility benefits to the national economy 
in a number of ways – providing safe 
reliable quality goods; minimizing health 
hazards to consumers; promoting exports 
and imports substitute; control over 
proliferation of varieties etc. through 
standardization, certification and testing.  

▪ BIS has its Headquarters at New Delhi and 
it has five Regional Offices.  

Why in News? 
▪ BIS Hallmarking has been mandatory for 

gold ornaments from January 15, 2021. 
Current Gold Hallmarking scheme in India 
▪ Gold hallmarking is a purity certification of 

the precious metal and is voluntary in 
nature at present.  

▪ The BIS is already running a hallmarking 
scheme for gold jewellery since April 2000 
and around 40% of gold jewellery is being 
hallmarked currently.  

More in News 
▪ Instead of 10 grades earlier, hallmarked gold 

jewellery will now be available in three 
grades of 14 carat, 18 carat and 22 carat. 

▪ If jewellery or artefacts made of 14, 18 and 
22 carat gold are sold without a BIS 
hallmark, then the jeweller could face a 
huge penalty and even imprisonment. 

▪ There will be four marks on hallmarked 
gold jewellery: BIS mark, purity in carat, 
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assay centre’s name and jewellers’ 
identification mark.  

Significance 
▪ Mandatory hallmarking will protect the 

public against lower caratage and ensure 
consumers do not get cheated while buying 
gold ornaments and get the purity as 
marked on the ornaments. 

▪ This will bring in transparency and assure 
the consumers of quality. 

3) RailTel 
About 
▪ RailTel Corporation a "Mini Ratna 

(Category-I)" PSU is one of the largest 
neutral telecom infrastructure providers 
in the country owning a Pan-India optic 
fiber network on exclusive Right of Way 
(ROW) along Railway track.  

▪ The OFC network covers all important towns 
& cities of the country and several rural 
areas covering 70% of India's population.  

▪ RailTel is in the forefront in providing 
nationwide Broadband Telecom & 
Multimedia Network in all parts of the 
country in addition to the modernization 
of Train operations and administration 
network systems.  

▪ RailTel is aggressively entering into 
Enterprise services market with launch of 
its various services like Data Center, 
Railwire, Telepresence, etc. 

▪ In addition, RailTel with its rich experience 
in the domain of Telecom & ICT field have 
been selected for implementation of 
various mission-mode Govt. projects in the 
telecom field.  

▪ Under such initiatives, RailTel is rolling out 
National Knowledge Network (NKN), 
National Optical Fiber Network (NOFN) 
and North East OFC project under USOF 
(refer Officers’ Pulse Issue No. 31) scheme. 

Why in News? 
▪ The Indian Railways is planning to offer 

access to “high quality, buffer free” video 
content to passengers.  

▪ The project, to be implemented by PSU 
RailTel, is expected to be rolled out fully in 
the next two years. 

4) ‘Pay as you Consume’, ‘Co-pay’ 
insurance schemes 

Why in News? 

▪ The Insurance Regulatory and Development 
Authority of India (IRDAI) has approved 33 

product proposals of insurers under a 
regulatory sandbox approach. 

▪ In the financial industry, the term “sandbox” 
refers to a mechanism for developing 
regulation that keeps up with the fast 
pace of innovation. 

Background 
▪ IRDAI had invited proposals earlier and 

received 173.  
▪ It had also set up an Evaluation Committee to 

evaluate the proposals related to health 
and motor insurance and from 
intermediaries (including private 
insurers).  

▪ The objective behind promoting the 
regulatory sandbox route is to recognise 
innovative ideas to foster growth in the 
insurance sector, in a way that provides 
flexibility in dealing with regulatory 
requirements and at the same time 
ensuring policyholder protection. 

New insurance models: 
‘Pay as you Consume’ - motor insurance 
▪ ‘Pay as you consume’  model is a proposed 

Own Damage segment of motor insurance 
scheme. 

▪ Premium for the Own Damage component 
was currently based on the age, make and 
the vehicle model.  

▪ ‘Pay as you consume’ will charge a 
premium based on the kilometres 
covered by the insured or the period of 
time they intend to drive the car.  

▪ This will encourage more people to opt for 
Motor OD insurance since a majority of the 
vehicles only have Third Party Liability 
policy as mandated by law. 

‘Co-pay’ - health insurance 
▪ Under the Co-pay model, the insurer will be 

associating with a tech enabled healthcare 
platform. 

▪ Based on the engagement level of the insured 
on the platform, the percentage of co-pay 
would be decided. 

5) Retail inflation at 5-year high 
of 7.3% in December 

About CPI 
▪ Consumer Price Index is a measure of 

change in retail prices of goods and 
services consumed by defined population 
group in a given area with reference to a 
base year.  
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▪ This basket of goods and services represents 
the level of living or the utility derived by 
the consumers at given levels of their 
income, prices and tastes.  

▪ This index is an important economic 
indicator and is widely considered as a 
barometer of inflation, a tool for 
monitoring price stability and as a deflator 
in national accounts.  

▪ The dearness allowance of Government 
employees and wage contracts between 
labour and employer is based on this index. 

▪ CPI in India is published monthly by the 
Central Statistical Organization (CSO).  

▪ In 2013, the consumer price index replaced 
the wholesale price index (WPI) as a main 
measure of inflation.  

▪ For more details, please refer to the Officers' 
Pulse Issue No. 23.  

Why in News? 

▪ Retail inflation based on Consumer Price 
Index (CPI) soared to a five and a half year 
high of 7.35% in December 2019, with 
the shortage of onions driving the surge. 

More in News 
▪ The hike in inflation in the ‘vegetables’ 

category was at 60.5% last month in 
comparison to December 2018.  

▪ Onion prices were above the Rs. 100 per kg 
mark in many major cities last month, due 
to a 26% fall in production. 

▪ Overall, food inflation rose to 14.12 per cent 
in December as against a negative rate of -
2.65 per cent in the same month of the 
previous year.  

▪ Along with vegetables, high prices of pulses, 
meat and fish also contributed to last 
month’s spike. 

▪ The Centre has mandated the Reserve Bank 
of India to keep inflation in the range of 2-
6%.  

  



16 
 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
 

1) India amends rules to let U.S. 
airlines do their own ground 
handling 

Why in News? 

▪ In an effort to resolve a persistent concern 
of the U.S., India will make exceptions for 
American airlines on its ground handling 
regulations that prohibit international 
carriers from operations beyond the check-
in area. 

o For background, please refer Officers’ Pulse 
Issue No. 15. 

News in Detail 
▪ The Union Cabinet in its meeting on 

December 24, 2019, gave an in-principle 
approval for allowing international airlines 
from three countries — U.S., Canada and 
Australia — to carry out their own ground 
handling.  

▪ This reversed a decision taken by the 
Cabinet in 2006 barring all foreign carriers 
from such operations. 

▪ As a result, the Ministry of Civil Aviation 
(Ground Handling Services) Regulations, 
2018, can now be amended so that they are 
on par with provisions of air services 
agreements India had entered into with 
the above three countries. 

▪ Until now, foreign carriers had to enter into 
an agreement with an Indian airline for 
performing these activities. 

US specific exemption 
▪ The reason U.S., Canada and Australia are 

singled out is that the bilateral agreements 
with them were the only time India allowed 
international carriers to conduct their 
ground handling services on their own or 
to self-handle.  

▪ However, the changes will be effected only 
for the U.S. as of now. 

▪ The U.S. earlier objected to the discrepancy 
between the ground handling rules and the 
Air Services Agreement of 2005, 
asserting that India denied its airlines their 
bilateral right.  

▪ Following several warnings, the U.S. 
banned Air India from self handling in an 
order on July 30, 2019, in a retaliatory 
move. 

2) India, Oman sign maritime pact 
Why in News? 

▪ India and Oman signed a Maritime 
Transport Agreement recently. 

▪ The pact – the first with any Gulf country 
– enables India to expand its footprint in 
the western Indian Ocean, the Persian Gulf 
and east Africa. 

 
India and Oman 
▪ Oman, India’s oldest strategic partner in 

the Gulf, seeks to emerge as a hub for India 
for eastern Africa and the Indian Ocean 
Region, furthering India’s Indo-Pacific 
strategy. 

▪ Oman and India are linked by geography, 
history and culture.  

▪ The two countries enjoy warm and cordial 
relations attributed to historical maritime 
trade linkages and close links of Oman’s 
royal family with India. 

▪ Oman’s sea ports and industrial hubs 
established along its 1,700 km coast on the 
Indian Ocean makes it an ideal home for 
international businesses. 

▪ There are over 780,000 Indian citizens 
living in Oman, the second-largest 
expatriate community in the country. 

Port of Duqm  
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▪ Oman has allowed India, including its navy, 

access to its Duqm port, about 550 km 
south of the capital Muscat.  

▪ The Port of Duqm SEZ, which is 
earmarked to be the Indian Ocean’s 
largest deep-sea port, is where an Indo-
Oman joint venture, Sebacic Oman, is 
undertaking a $1.2 billion project to set up 
the largest sebacic acid plant in the Middle-
East. 

▪ An agreement to develop Little India, an 
integrated tourism complex project in 
Duqm worth $748 million, has been signed 
between the two countries. 

Trade and business 
▪ India is among Oman’s top trading 

partners, with bilateral trade reaching $5 
billion in 2018-19.  

▪ India was the second-largest importer of 
crude oil from Oman in 2018.  

▪ Investment flows between Oman and India 
have increased and have been robust, as 
reflected in numerous joint ventures, 
established in both countries, with total 
investment estimated at $7.5 billion.  

▪ There are over 3,200 Indian enterprises 
and establishments in Oman and 400 
flights a week between the two countries. 

3) Libyan peace talks 
Libya - location and geography 

 
▪ It is located in North Africa.  
▪ Libya is literally covered by the Sahara 

Desert.  
▪ The only exception is the narrow 1200 

mile coastline bordering the 
Mediterranean Sea, where almost 80% of 
its population resides. 

▪ The Tropic of Cancer runs through the 
bottom half of the country. 

 
Libyan crisis 
▪ Libya has struggled to rebuild state 

institutions since the ouster and 
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subsequent death of former leader 
Muammar al-Qaddafi in October 2011. 

▪ Libya has been in civil war in which the UN-
recognised Government of National Accord 
(GNA), based in Tripoli, and the Libyan 
National Army (LNA) forces led from the 
east of Libya by Gen Khalifa Haftar are 
fighting each other. 

▪ Taking advantage of the widespread 
political instability, armed Islamist groups, 
including Ansar al-Sharia— a terrorist 
group and the Islamic State, have used the 
country as a hub to coordinate broader 
regional violence, further complicating 
efforts to create a unity government. 

Why in News? 
▪ Germany is due to hold a Libyan peace 

conference in Berlin, at which as many as 
11 states who are intervening in the 
country will be required to pledge they will 
cease to do so. 

4) Raisina Dialogue 
About  
▪ The Raisina Dialogue is a multilateral 

conference committed to addressing the 
most challenging issues facing the global 
community.  

▪ Every year, global leaders in policy, 
business, media and civil society are 
hosted in New Delhi to discuss 
cooperation on a wide range of pertinent 
international policy matters. 

▪ The Dialogue is structured as a multi-
stakeholder, cross-sectoral discussion, 
involving heads of state, cabinet ministers 
and local government officials, as well as 
major private sector executives, members 
of the media and academics. 

▪ The conference is hosted by the Observer 
Research Foundation in collaboration 
with the Government of India, Ministry of 
External Affairs 

Why in News? 
▪ The Raisina Dialogue has been hosted in 

New Delhi from January 14 to 16. 
Raisina Dialogue 2020 
▪ The title of the Raisina Dialogue this year is 

“Navigating the Alpha Century”. 
▪ The conference, which is in its fifth year, 

will host 700 participants from more than 
100 countries and at least 40% of the 
speakers will be women. 

▪ Another key feature of the event, a session 
on the Indo-Pacific that includes military or 
naval commanders from the 
“Quadrilateral or Quad”, Australia, India, 
Japan, and the United States, will also have 
a French Defence official on the panel this 
year. 

5) Blue Dot Network (BDN) 
About BDN 

▪ On November 4, the US Overseas Private 
Investment Corporation (OPIC), Japan 
Bank for International Cooperation, and 
Australia’s Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade launched a new 
initiative codenamed the ‘Blue Dot 
Network’ (BDN) for global infrastructural 
development.  

▪ According to OPIC’s media, BDN is “a multi-
stakeholder initiative that brings together 
governments, the private sector, and civil 
society to promote high-quality, trusted 
standards for global infrastructure 
development in an open and inclusive 
framework.”  

▪ It is envisaged that BDN will achieve this by 
certifying nominated infrastructure 
projects to ensure they are transparent, 
financially sustainable and socially and 
environmentally responsible. 

Significance 
▪ The US, Japan and Australia launched this 

initiative  to combat China’s Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI). 

▪ It aims to encourage private investment in 
infrastructure projects. 

▪ The network is “ratings mechanism” that 
would grade infrastructure projects in the 
Indo-Pacific region on different parameters 
to ensure transparency .  

▪ However, unlike the BRI, the BDN would 
not offer public funds or loans for the 
project. 

Why in News? 
▪ Some US officials hope that India, which has 

refused to join China’s BRI, would join the 
U.S.-led BDN. 

6) US, China sign phase 1 of trade 
deal 

Background 

▪ The US and China has been imposing 
retaliatory tariffs on imports from each 
other which was called as trade war. 
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▪ This trade war is creating uncertainty in 
the already slowing global economy. 

▪ The US has long accused China of unfair 
trading practices and intellectual property 
theft. 

▪ In China, there is a perception that America 
is trying to curb its rise as a global 
economic power. 

Why in News? 
o The US signed the first phase of a trade deal 

with China, concluding more than a year of 
tough negotiations, including several 
months of suspension of talks between the 
two largest economies of the world. 

Details about the detail 
▪ The first phase of the trade deal includes 

Intellectual Property (IP) Protection and 
Enforcement, ending forced technology 
transfer, dramatic expansion of American 
agriculture, removing barriers to American 
financial services, ending currency 
manipulation, rebalancing the US-China 
trade relationship and effective dispute 
resolution. 

▪ This is a transformative deal that will 
bring great benefits for the two countries. 

▪ US tariffs on China would remain in 
place till the time the second phase of the 
trade deal is agreed. 

▪ This historic agreement includes a major 
commitment by China to make significant 
reforms in a wide range of critical areas 
and to make substantial additional 
purchases of American goods and services 
in the coming years. 

▪ This agreement is strengthened by a 
strong dispute resolution system that 

ensures prompt and effective 
implementation and enforcement of this 
historic deal. 

7) Iran nuclear deal: EU launches 
dispute mechanism 

Background 

▪ The 2015 nuclear deal, known as the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action, or JCPOA, 
seeks to prevent Iran from producing a 
nuclear weapon. 

▪ The US unilaterally withdrew from the deal 
in 2018 and imposed tariffs on Iran. 

▪ In retaliation, Iran violated the nuclear 
curbs placed on it by the deal. 

▪ Iran might be able to produce nuclear 
weapons if it continues to breach the 
nuclear enrichment limit of the deal. 

▪ For more details, please refer to the 
Officers’ Pulse Issue No. 22. 

Why in News? 
▪ Britain, France and Germany ratcheted up 

pressure on Iran to cease its violations of a 
landmark nuclear deal, stressing that they 
want to resolve differences through talks 
while indicating that they may trigger the 
deal’s “dispute mechanism”. 

Dispute resolution  
▪ Under the dispute resolution mechanism of 

JCPOA, countries have 30 days to resolve 
their problem, though that can be 
extended.  

▪ If it cannot be solved, the matter could be 
brought before the U.N. Security Council. 

▪ It could then result in the snapback of the 
United Nations sanctions that had been 
lifted under the deal. 
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

1) Naval variant of LCA Tejas 
successfully lands on carrier 

About LCA Tejas 

▪ Tejas is a single engined, light weight, 
highly agile, multi-role supersonic 
fighter.  

 
▪ LCA together with its variants, is the 

smallest and lightest Multi-Role 
Supersonic Fighter Aircraft of its class.  

▪ It has quadruplex digital fly-by-wire Flight 
Control System (FCS) with associated 
advanced flight control laws.  

▪ The aircraft with delta wing is designed for 
‘air combat’ and ‘offensive air support’ 
with ‘reconnaissance’ and ‘anti-ship’ as 
its secondary roles.  

▪ Extensive use of advanced composites in 
the airframe gives a high strength to weight 
ratio, long fatigue life and low radar 
signatures.  

▪ Aeronautical Development Agency is the 
designated project manager for the 
development of LCA. 

▪ Tejas is intended to replace the ageing fleet 
of MIG-21 aircraft of IAF. 

 

Variants 
▪ In May 2015, the Mark 1 aircraft was 

criticised by the Comptroller and Auditor 
General of India (CAG) for not meeting IAF 
requirements. 

▪ The follow up versions of LCA Mk 1 (a) and 
LCA-Mk 2 will be the improved version of 
Tejas. 

▪ The LCA Mk 1 (a) will have improved 
serviceability, faster weapon loading time, 
enhanced survivability, better electronic 
warfare suit and AESA (active 
electronically scanned array) radar 
significantly enhancing its capability. 

▪ The LCA Mk 2 will be a bigger aircraft (1.6 
meters longer) with a wider wing span (0.6 
meter). It will have a more powerful GE 
414 engine. Because of size and power the 
aircraft will be able to carry much more 
load. Its weight will go up from 4 tonne to 
6.5 tonne. 

▪ The two Navy prototypes NP1 and NP2, 
seen as potential trainers, are derived from 
the IAF version. 

▪ All these are single-engine while the Navy 
indicated in 2016 that it needed only two-
engine aircraft.  

About INS Vikramaditya 

 
▪ INS Vikramaditya is the Indian Navy’s 

largest short take-off, but assisted 
recovery (STOBAR) aircraft carrier and 
warship converted from the Russian 
Navy’s decommissioned Admiral 
Gorshkov vertical take-off and landing 
(VTOL) missile cruiser carrier.  

▪ INS Vikramaditya was commissioned into 
service in November 2013. 
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▪ The vessel can carry more than 30 long-
range multi-role fighters with anti-ship 
missiles, air-to-air missiles, guided bombs 
and rockets.  

▪ The aircraft aboard the carrier include MiG 
29K / Sea Harrier combat aircraft, Kamov 
31 radar picket Airborne Early Warning 
(AEW) helicopter, Kamov 28 naval 
helicopter, Sea King helicopter, ALH-
Dhruv, and Chetak helicopter. 

 
Why in News? 
▪ The Naval variant of the indigenous Light 

Combat Aircraft (LCA)-Mk1 Tejas under 
development successfully completed the 
first arrested landing on board aircraft 
carrier INS Vikramaditya. 

▪ The aircraft also successfully took off from 
the aircraft carrier the following day. 

▪ Both the landing and take off by the aircraft 
put India among a select group of nations 
having the capability to design such a jet 
which can operate from an aircraft carrier. 

News in Detail 
▪ The Defence Research and Development 

Organisation (DRDO) is involved in 
development of the naval variant of Tejas 
along with Aeronautical Development 
Agency (ADA), Aircraft Research and 
Design Centre of Hindustan Aeronautics 
Ltd, Centre for Military Airworthiness 
and Certification (CEMILAC) and CSIR 
among others. 

▪ The Naval LCA-Mk1 made its maiden flight 
in April 2012 and two prototypes have 
been flying as part of the development. 

▪ The Naval LCA recently successfully 
completed take-off and landing trials on the 
Shore Based Test Facility (SBTF) in Goa, 
which the Navy has said is a technology 
demonstrator. 

▪ The SBTF, which replicates the flight deck 
of an aircraft carrier, was specifically built 
to train Naval pilots in the complex 
manoeuvres of landing on the short flight 
deck of an aircraft carrier before they move 
on to the actual carrier. 

▪ Naval LCA is designed with stronger 
landing gears to absorb forces exerted by 
the ski jump ramp during take-off, to be 
airborne within 200 m and land within 100 
m as against 1000 m required for normal 
runways. 

2) Sodium Sulphur Batteries 
About Sodium Sulphur Batteries 

▪ The sodium sulphur battery is a high-
temperature battery.  

▪ It operates at 300°C and utilises a solid 
electrolyte, making it unique among the 
common secondary cells.  

▪ One electrode is molten sodium and the 
other molten sulphur, and it is the reaction 
between these two that is the basis for the 
cell reaction. 

 
Why in News? 
▪ While conventional sodium sulphur 

batteries require very high temperature 
(300 degree C) for operation, researchers 
at the Indian Institute of technology (IIT) 
Madras have designed a new sodium 
sulphur battery that can be operated at 
room temperature. 

3) Flight Recorder - Black Box 
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What is a Black Box? 

 
▪ A flight recorder is an electronic recording 

device placed in an aircraft for the purpose 
of facilitating the investigation of 
aviation accidents and incidents.  

▪ Flight recorders are also known by the 
misnomer black box—they are in fact 
bright orange to aid in their recovery after 
accidents. 

▪ This virtually indestructible orange device 
records all relevant flight data and 
conversations in the cockpit. 

▪ A black box must be able to withstand 
many accident scenarios. 

▪ In order to be easier to find at sea, the 
devices send out a signal on contact with 
salt water that can be picked up within a 
radius of about two kilometers.  

▪ If a crash happens on land, searchers only 
have the orange color as a visual beacon. 

How does a black box work? 
▪ Essentially, a black box flight recorder is 

heavily protected recording device, similar 
to a hard disk or a memory card.  

▪ There are two different flight recorder 
devices:  

▪ the flight data recorder (FDR) preserves 
the recent history of the flight through 
the recording of dozens of parameters 
collected several times per second;  

▪ the cockpit voice recorder (CVR) 
preserves the recent history of the 
sounds in the cockpit, including the 
conversation of the pilots.  

▪ The two devices may be combined in a 
single unit.  

▪ Together, the FDR and CVR give an 
accurate testimony, narrating the aircraft's 
flight history, to assist in any later 
investigation. 

Why in News? 
▪ On January 8, 2020, a Ukraine International 

Airlines Boeing 737-800, on a flight from 
Tehran, Iran to Kiev, Ukraine, fell to the 
ground soon after take-off killing all 176 
passengers.  

4) TOR-M1 surface-to-air missile 
(SAM) system 

About the missile system 

▪ The Tor system – designated as SA-15 
Gauntlet by NATO – was first designed in 
1975 in the Soviet Union and entered 
service in 1986.  
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▪ It integrated both the missile launcher 
and radar into a single tracked vehicle.  

▪ Though its intended objective is to destroy 
enemy aircraft, it was the first SAM system 
designed to intercept precision-guided 
weapons. 

▪ It can hit targets at an altitude of 20,000ft 
and has a range of 12km.  

▪ Guided by radar, the missiles – which carry 
a 15kg warhead designed to detonate 
ahead of impact and spray shrapnel – travel 
at a top speed of Mach 2.8, almost three 
times the speed of sound.  

Lethality of the missile 
▪ With no defensive countermeasures on 

civilian planes, there would be no way of 
avoiding such a missile even with 
indication it had been launched.  

▪ Nor would there have been any chance of 
diverting the missile had the operator 
realised their mistake. 

Why in News? 
▪ Iran had accepted that it had accidently 

brought down an Ukranian civilian aircraft 
which was reportedly shot by the Tor 
missile. 

 
5) Two Coast Guard ships 

commissioned at Kolkata 
Why in News? 

▪ Two Indian Coast Guard Ships (ICGS) — 
Annie Besant and Amrit Kaur — were 
commissioned at Kolkata. 

Historic inspiration 
ICGS Annie Besant  
▪ It was named in honour of Annie Besant, 

philanthropist, theosophist, prolific author 

and supporter of the Indian freedom 
struggle.  

▪ The ship will be based at Chennai under the 
operational and administrative control of 
the Commander, Coast Guard Region (East). 

ICGS Amrit Kaur  
▪ It derives the name from Rajkumari Amrit 

Kaur, who belonged to the ruling family of 
Kapurthala, Punjab.  

▪ She took active part in the ‘Salt 
Satyagraha’ and ‘Quit India Movement’, 
and served Independent India as its first 
Health Minister.  

▪ She worked towards uplift of the less 
privileged, the progress of women, and was 
a founder-member of All India Women’s 
Conference and founder-President of 
Indian Council for Child Welfare.  

▪ The ship will be based at Haldia under the 
operational and administrative control of 
the Commander, Coast Guard Region 
(North East). 

About the new ships 
▪ Both ships are 48.9 metres long and 7.5 

metres wide, with a displacement of 308 
tonnes.  

▪ The ships are capable of achieving a 
maximum speed of 34 knots, powered 
with MTU 4000 series engines and 
propelled by three 71S type III Kamewa 
water jets by Rolls Royce.  

▪ The ships are also capable of undertaking 
multi-faceted tasks such as surveillance, 
interdiction, search and rescue, and 
medical evacuation. 

▪ They are fitted with state-of-the-art 
technology, navigation and communication 
equipment, sensors and machinery.  

▪ The ships are also equipped with Bofors 
40/60 guns and 12.7 mm SRCGs 
(Stabilised Remote Controlled Gun) for 
enhancing the fighting efficiency of the 
ship. 

▪ The ships carry one RIB (Rigid Inflatable 
Boat) and a Gemini boat each for swift 
boarding and search and rescue 
operations.  

6) Apache, Chinook helicopters to 
make debut at R-Day parade 

About Apache helicopters 

▪ Apache is the most advanced multi-role 
heavy attack helicopter in the world. It is 
being made in the US by Boeing. 
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▪ Alongside the capability to shoot fire and 
forget anti-tank guided missiles, rockets 
and other ammunitions, it also has modern 
Electronic Warfare (EW) capabilities to 
provide versatility to helicopters in a 
network-centric aerial warfare. 

▪ The helicopter is capable of delivering a 
variety of weapons which include air-to-
ground Hellfire missiles, 70 mm Hydra 
rockets and air-to-air Stinger missiles.  

▪ Apache also carries one 30 mm chain gun 
with 1,200 rounds as part of area weapon 
sub-system and to “add to the lethality of 
the helicopter” it carries fire control radar, 
which has a360ocoverage and nose 
mounted sensor suite for target acquisition 
and night vision systems. 

▪ These helicopters are day/night, all 
weather capable and have high agility and 
survivability against battle damage. 

 
Apache helicopters India 
▪ India has contracted 22 Apache 

helicopters and 15 Chinook helicopters 
from Boeing through the Foreign Military 
Sales programme of the U.S. government 
in September 2015 under a $3 bn deal. 

▪ So far, 17 Apache helicopters have been 
delivered.  

▪ The government has also cleared the 
acquisition of six additional Apaches for the 
Army. 

▪ India is the 16th nation to select the 
Apache and the AH-64E is the most 
advanced variant. 

▪ These helicopters had been modified 
specifically to suit the exacting standards 
demanded by the IAF. 

▪ This procurement will enhance the 
capability of IAF in providing integrated 
combat aviation cover to the army strike 
corps. 

About Chinook helicopters 

 
▪ The Chinook CH-47F is an advanced 

multi-mission helicopter made by the 
Boeing of the U.S.  

▪ The Chinook is an iconic twin rotor 
chopper. 

▪ It contains a fully integrated, digital cockpit 
management system, Common Aviation 
Architecture Cockpit and advanced cargo-
handling capabilities that complement the 
aircraft's mission performance and 
handling characteristics. 

▪ The aircraft is all-weather capable and 
state-of-the-art night vision goggles will 
permit all operations even at night. 

▪ While the original Chinook first flew in 
1962, it has undergone several upgrades 
and is now one of the most modern heavy 
lift choppers in the world. 

▪ This massive helicopter can carry 9.6 tons 
of cargo, including heavy machinery, 
artillery guns and even light armoured 
vehicles to high altitude.  

▪ Suited for mountain operations, the 
Chinook is highly maneuverable and can 
get in and out of tight valleys.  

▪ Its missions range from ferrying troops to 
disaster relief operations. 

Chinook helicopters India 
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▪ The Indian Air Force currently has 15 
Chinook helicopters on order and the 
first Chinooks arrived in February 2019. 

▪ So far, 10 Chinook helicopters have been 
delivered.  

▪ It will provide the Indian Air Force with 
unmatched strategic airlift capability 
across the full spectrum of combat and 
humanitarian missions.  

▪ The Chinook has unsurpassed ability to 
deliver heavy payloads to high altitudes, 
and is eminently suitable for operations in 
the high Himalayas.  

▪ The aircraft has been battle-tested in 
diverse, extreme conditions throughout the 
world, and has proven capability to operate 
in the wide range of conditions that typify 
the Indian subcontinent. 

Why in News? 
▪ Apache attack helicopters and Chinook 

heavy lift helicopters, which were 
recently inducted into the Indian Air Force 
(IAF), will make their debut over Rajpath 
during the Republic Day flypast on January 
26. 

7) GSAT-30 satellite launched 
About GSAT series 

▪ The GSAT series of geosynchronous 
satellites is a system developed by ISRO 
with an objective to make India self-reliant 
in broadcasting services.  

▪ It provides services to the broadcasters in 
the C band. 

▪ Extended C and Ku-bands provides services 
to telecommunications, television 
broadcasting, weather forecasting, disaster 
warning and search and rescue operations. 

Geosynchronous Orbits 
▪ The orbit around the Earth with orbit 

period equal to one sidereal day (i.e. 23 
Hrs, 56 minutes, 4 seconds) is known as 
geosynchronous orbit. 

▪ There many such orbits around the Earth. 
▪ It may be circular or non-circular types. 
▪ Geosynchronous satellite has an 

inclination with respect to equator. 
Geostationary Orbits 
▪ The circular orbit at an altitude of 35768 

Kms above the equator of the Earth which 
follows direction of rotation of the Earth is 
known as geostationary orbit. 

▪ It is one type of Geosynchronous orbit. 

▪ Geostationary satellite has zero 
inclination with respect to the equator. 

About INSAT series 
▪ The Indian National Satellite (INSAT) 

system is one of the largest domestic 
communication satellite systems in Asia-
Pacific region with nine operational 
communication satellites placed in Geo-
stationary orbit.  

▪ Established in 1983 with commissioning of 
INSAT-1B, it initiated a major revolution in 
India’s communications sector and 
sustained the same later. 

▪ The INSAT system provides services to 
telecommunications, television 
broadcasting, satellite newsgathering, 
societal applications, weather forecasting, 
disaster warning and Search and Rescue 
operations. 

Why in News? 
▪ The nation's latest communication satellite, 

GSAT-30, was sent to space from the 
Guiana Space Centre in Kourou recently. 

 
▪ About the launch 
▪ It was launched by European Ariane-5 

space vehicle VA-251 into a 
Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO). 

▪ The 3,357-kg satellite will replace INSAT-
4A which was launched in 2005. 

▪ A European communication satellite called 
EUTELSAT KONNECT was the co-
passenger of GSAT-30. 
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▪  

Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit 
▪ To attain geosynchronous (and also 

geostationary) Earth orbits, a spacecraft are 
first launched into an elliptical orbit with 
an apoaps (farthest of the orbit of a satellite) 
is altitude in the neighborhood of 37,000 km. 
This is called a Geosynchronous Transfer 
Orbit (GTO).  

▪ The spacecraft then circularizes the orbit by 
turning parallel to the equator at apoapsis and 
firing its rocket engine. That engine is usually 
called an apogee motor. 

More about GSAT-30 

 
▪ The high-power satellite is equipped with 

12 normal C band and 12 Ku band 
transponders. 

▪ GSAT-30 will provide DTH (direct to home) 
television services, connectivity to VSATs 
(that support working of banks') ATMs, 
stock exchange, television uplinking and 
teleport services, digital satellite news 
gathering and e-governance applications.  

▪ The satellite will also be used for bulk data 
transfer for a host of emerging 
telecommunication applications. 

▪ Its unique configuration provides flexible 
frequency segments and flexible 
coverage.  

▪ The satellite will provide communication 
services to Indian mainland and islands 
through the Ku band and wide coverage 
over Gulf countries, a large number of 
Asian countries and Australia through the 
C band. 

▪ Why a foreign launch? 
▪ ISRO hired a foreign launcher as GSAT-30 is 

much heavier for the 2,000-kg lifting 
capacity of its geostationary launch vehicle 
GSLV-MkII. 

▪ Though the newer and more powerful 
GSLV-MkIII that can lift up to 4,000 kg, the 
space agency plans to save the two or three 
upcoming MkIIIs mainly for its first human 
space flight Gaganyaan of 2022 and two 
preceding crew-less trials. 

▪ About Ariane 
▪ Ariane 5 rockets are manufactured under 

the authority of the European Space 
Agency (ESA) and the French space 
agency Centre National d'Etudes 
Spatiales.  

▪ Ariane 5 is operated and marketed by 
Arianespace as part of the Ariane 
programme.  

▪ Arianespace, the European launch service 
operator, said it has now sent 24 Indian 
communication satellites to orbit over the 
last 30 years. 

▪ The APPLE experimental satellite of 1981 
was its first Indian contract.  

▪ Arianespace’s Ariane 5 is the world 
reference for heavy-lift launchers, able to 
carry payloads weighing more than 10 
metric tons to geostationary transfer orbit 
(GTO) and over 20 metric tons into low-
Earth orbit (LEO). 

8) EMROK/EMROK-O antibiotics 
Drugs control in India 
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▪ Under the Drug and Cosmetics Act, the 
regulation of manufacture, sale and 
distribution of Drugs is primarily the 
concern of the State authorities. 

▪ The Central Authorities are responsible for 
approval of New Drugs, Clinical Trials, etc. 

▪ Drug Controller General of India is 
responsible for approval of licenses of 
specified categories of Drugs such as blood 
and blood products, I. V. Fluids, Vaccine and 
Sera.  

About CDSCO 
▪ The Central Drugs Standard Control 

Organisation(CDSCO) under Directorate 
General of Health Services, Ministry of 
Health & Family Welfare, is the National 
Regulatory Authority (NRA) of India.  

▪ Its headquarter is located in New Delhi and 
also has six zonal offices, four sub zonal 
offices, thirteen Port offices and seven 
laboratories spread across the country. 

▪ The Drugs & Cosmetics Act,1940 and 
rules 1945 have entrusted various 
responsibilities to central & state 
regulators for regulation of drugs & 
cosmetics. 

▪ CDSCO is constantly thriving upon to bring 
out transparency, accountability and 
uniformity in its services in order to ensure 
safety, efficacy and quality of the medical 
product manufactured, imported and 
distributed in the country. 

▪ Under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, CDSCO 
is responsible for approval of Drugs, 

Conduct of Clinical Trials, laying down the 
standards for Drugs, control over the 
quality of imported Drugs in the country 
and coordination of the activities of State 
Drug Control Organizations by providing 
expert advice with a view of bring about 
the uniformity in the enforcement of the 
Drugs and Cosmetics Act. 

Why in News? 
▪ The Drug Controller General of India 

(DCGI) has approved Wockhardt’s two new 
antibiotics, EMROK (IV- intravenous) and 
EMROK O (oral), for acute bacterial skin 
and skin structure infections, including 
diabetic foot infections and concurrent 
bacteraemia. 

News in Detail 
▪ The drugs will target super bugs such as 

Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus 
aureus (MRSA), which is a leading cause of 
rising antimicrobial resistance (AMR) 
among patients. 

Need for drugs against AMR 
▪ India carries one of the largest burdens of 

drug-resistant pathogens worldwide. 
▪ Infections caused by drug-resistant 

organisms could lead to increased 
mortality and prolonged duration of 
hospitalisation, causing a huge financial 
burden to the affected persons and hinder 
the goals of sustainable development. 

▪ Two million deaths are projected to occur 
in India due to AMR by the year 2050. 
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ART AND CULTURE 
 

1) ‘Classical’ languages in India 
What are ‘Classical’ languages in India? 
▪ Currently, six languages enjoy the 

‘Classical’ status: 

▪ Tamil (declared in 2004), 
▪ Sanskrit (2005), 
▪ Kannada (2008), 
▪ Telugu (2008), 
▪ Malayalam (2013), and 
▪ Odia (2014). 

Criteria for a Classical Language: 
▪ The criteria evolved by Government to 

determine declaration of a language as a 
Classical language is as under:- 

▪ High antiquity of its early texts/recorded 
history over a period of 1500-2000 years; 

▪ A body of ancient literature/texts, which 
is considered a valuable heritage by 
generations of speakers; 

▪ The literary tradition be original and not 
borrowed from another speech 
community; 

▪ The classical language and literature being 
distinct from modern, there may also be a 

discontinuity between the classical 
language and its later forms or its offshoots. 

How are the Classical languages promoted? 
What are the Benefits? 

▪ “i) Two major annual international awards 
for scholars of eminence in classical Indian 
languages 

▪ ii) A Centre of Excellence for studies in 
Classical Languages is set up 

▪ iii) The University Grants Commission is 
requested to create, to start with at least in 
the Central Universities, a certain number 
of Professional Chairs for the Classical 
Languages so declared.” 

Why in News? 
▪ At the recently concluded 93rd edition of 

the Akhil Bharatiya Marathi Sahitya 
Sammelan, a resolution was passed 
demanding the declaration of Marathi as a 
‘Classical’ language. 

▪ The Sammelan, an annual conference of 
Marathi writers, was started in 1878, and 
over the years has been headed by leading 
Marathi intellectuals, including Justice 
Mahadev Govind Ranade. 
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PIB ANAYSIS 
 

1) Wings India 2020 
About the event: 
▪ Wings India 2020 is a flagship event of 

Indian Civil Aviation industry. 
▪ It is also Asia’s largest and most popular 

gathering in the industry. 
▪ It is organized by the Ministry of Civil 

Aviation, Govt. of India, Airports 
Authority of India (AAI) and the 
Federation of Indian Chambers of 
Commerce & Industry (FICCI).   

▪ It is a four-day event themed: “Flying for 
All’’. 

▪ The international platform focuses on new 
business acquisition, investments, policy 
formation and regional connectivity in civil 
aviation industry. 

▪ India is the third largest domestic Civil 
Aviation market in the world. 

Why in News? 
▪ Asia’s largest Civil Aviation platform- 

‘Wings India 2020’ will be held at 
Hyderabad in March 2020. Indian aviation 
and technology leaders gathered in 
Bengaluru for industry meet ahead of 
“Wings India 2020”, Asia’s largest civil 
aviation event. 

2) "APNA UREA - SonaUgle" 
Why in News? 
▪ The Union Minister for Chemicals and 

Fertilizers launched the "APNA UREA - 
SonaUgle" brand of Hindustan Urvarak & 
Rasayan Limited (HURL). 

About HURL 
▪ Hindustan Urvarak & Rasayan Limited 

(HURL) is a Joint Venture Company 
promoted by the three Maharatna 
Companies i.e. Coal India Limited (CIL), 
NTPC Limited (NTPC) and Indian Oil 
Corporation Limited (IOCL) as the lead 
promoters with FCIL and HFCL as other 
two partners.It was established in 2016. 

▪ in 2016, Government of India had approved 
the revival of three sick Urea plants located 
at Gorakhpur, Sindri and Barauni, which 
have been undertaken by HURL.  

3) India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) 

About India Meteorological Department 
(IMD) 

▪ India Meteorological Department (IMD) 
was established in 1875.It is an agency of 
the Ministry of Earth Sciences of the 
Government of India. 

▪ It is the principal agency responsible for 
meteorological observations, weather 
forecasting and seismology. 

Mandate of IMD: 
▪ To take meteorological observations and to 

provide current and forecast 
meteorological information for optimum 
operation of weather-sensitive activities 
like agriculture, irrigation, shipping among 
others. 

▪ To warn against severe weather 
phenomena like tropical cyclones, 
norwesters, dust storms, heavy rains and 
snow, cold and heat waves, which cause 
destruction of life and property. 

▪ To provide meteorological statistics 
required for agriculture, water resource 
management, industries, oil exploration 
and other nation-building activities. 

▪ To conduct and promote research in 
meteorology and in various allied 
disciplines. 

▪ To detect and locate earthquakes and to 
evaluate seismicity in different parts of the 
country for development projects. 

Recent Achievements: 
▪ Significant improvement in forecast 

accuracy of severe weather events by 15 to 
35% during the last 5 years. 

▪ All India Severe Weather forecast (24 hrs) 
skill for 2019 has improved as compared to 
that of 2002-18. The Probability of 
Detection (POD) for 2019 had been 
74%,92%, 85% and 85% for heavy rainfall, 
heatwaves, cold waves and nowcast 
respectively. 

▪ Annual average track forecast errors in 
2019 for 24, 48 and 72 hours have been 69, 
104 and 149 km against the mean forecast 
errors during 2014-18 of 86, 132 and 177 
respectively. 

▪ IMD earned appreciation from the United 
Nations and Hon’ble President of India for 
accurate prediction of cyclone FANI. 
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▪ A new website of Air Quality Early Warning 
System for Delhi has been launched during 
2019. 

▪ IMD launched its new website: 
www.mausam.imd.gov.in for general public 
and Mobile App ‘MEGHDOOT’ for Agromet 
Advisory Services. 

▪ In collaboration with IITM, a web page, web 
application and mobile application 
developed for providing weather forecast 
for KumbhMela during 2019 along with 
current weather information. 

Why in News? 
▪ The India Meteorological Department 

(IMD) is celebrating its 145th Foundation 
Day. 

4) National Highways Excellence 
Awards 

About National Highways Excellence 
Awards: 

▪ The awards were instituted in the year 
2018. The first cycle of awards in 2018 
received wide participation from around 
the country. 

▪ Following the success of the first cycle, the 
Ministry decided to make the National 
Highways Excellence Awards an annual 
feature. 

▪ The aim is to recognise companies which 
are performing exceptionally well in the 
construction, operations, maintenance and 
tolling stages of highway development as 
well as in the arena of road safety. 

▪ The motive behind starting an annual 
awards program is to create a spirit of 
healthy competitiveness amongst all 
stakeholders involved in the development 
of highway infrastructure in the country 
and to contribute to the larger goal of 
expanding the road network in the country. 

Why in News? 
▪ Union Minister for Road Transport & 

Highways and MSMEs has lauded the 
contribution of all stakeholders in the 
National Highways (NH) sector for their 
contribution in erecting world-class road 
infrastructure in the country. 

 

5) Bru-Reang Refugee Crisis 
Who are the Brus? 
▪ Bru or Reang is a community indigenous to 

Northeast India, living mostly in Tripura, 
Mizoram and Assam. In Tripura, they are 

recognised as a Particularly Vulnerable 
Tribal Group. In Mizoram, they have been 
targeted by groups that do not consider 
them indigenous to the state. 

Background: 
▪ Clashes in 1995 with the majority Mizos led 

to the demand for the removal of the Brus, 
perceived to be non-indigenous, from 
Mizoram’s electoral rolls. This led to an 
armed movement by a Bru outfit, which 
killed a Mizo forest official in October 1997. 

▪ Thereafter, nearly 37,000 Brus fled Mamit, 
Kolasib and Lunglei districts of Mizoram 
and were accommodated in relief camps in 
Tripura. Since then, 5,000 have returned to 
Mizoram in eight phases of repatriation, 
while 32,000 still live in six relief camps in 
North Tripura. 

Why in News? 
▪ An historic agreement was signed which 

allowed some 35,000 Bru tribal people, 
who were displaced from Mizoram and are 
living in Tripura as refugees since 1997, to 
settle permanently in Tripura putting an 
end to Bru refugees’ issue. 

 
Highlights of the new agreement: 
▪ Bru refugees will be settled in Tripura and 

would be given aid from the Centre to help 
with their rehabilitation through a package 
of around Rs 600 crores. 

▪ These people would get all the rights that 
normal residents of the States get and they 
would now be able to enjoy the benefits of 
social welfare schemes of the Centre and 
State governments. 

▪ Fixed deposit of Rs. 4 lakh will be given to 
each family as an amount of government 
aid. They will be able to withdraw this 
0amount after two years. 

▪ Each of the displaced families will be given 
40×30 sq ft residential plots. 

http://www.mausam.imd.gov.in/
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▪ Apart from them, each family will be given 
Rs. 5,000 cash per month and free ration 

for 2 years and Rs. 1.5 lakhs aid to build 
their house. 
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News in Depth
AIR NEWS  

 
1) World Future Energy Summit 
About World Future Energy Summit: 
▪ World Future Energy Summit is the Middle 

East’s largest future energy and 
sustainability event. 

 
▪ It is held annually at Abu Dhabi National 

Exhibition Centre under the patronage of 
the Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy 
Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed 
Forces. 

▪ The theme for this year's summit is 
"Rethinking Global Consumption, 
Production, and Investment." 

▪ The 2020 edition includes exhibition and 
forum programmes across five main pillars: 
energy, solar, water, waste and smart cities. 

▪ Also held alongside the World Future 
Energy Summit are the Climate Innovations 
Exchange (CLIX) for short and the Future 
Sustainability Summit. 

Why in News? 
▪ The World Future Energy Summit began in 

Abu Dhabi. 

2) Saksham 2020 
About Saksham: 

▪ Saksham (Sanrakshan Kshamta 
Mahotsav) is an annual flagship event of 
Petroleum Conservation Research 
Association (PCRA) under the aegis of 
Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas, Govt. 
of India. 

▪ Its main objective is to make citizens 
awareness about the conservation and 
effective utilization of petroleum 
products.  

About  Petroleum Conservation Research 
Association (PCRA) 

▪ Petroleum Conservation Research 
Association (PCRA) is a registered society 
set up under the aegis of Ministry of 
Petroleum & Natural Gas, Government of 
India. 

▪ As a non-profit organization, PCRA is a 
national government agency engaged in 
promoting energy efficiency in various 
sectors of economy. 

▪ PCRA aims at making oil conservation a 
national movement. As part of its mandate, 
PCRA is entrusted with the task of creating 
awareness amongst the masses about the 
importance, methods and benefits of 
conserving petroleum products & emission 
reduction. 

▪ It sponsors R&D activities for the 
development of fuel-efficient equipment / 
devices and organizes multi-media 
campaigns for creating mass awareness for 
the conservation of petroleum products.  

Why in news? 
▪ 'Saksham', an annual mega campaign of 

Petroleum Conservation Research 
Association (PCRA) under the aegis of 
Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, was 
launched. 
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HINDU EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
 

1) A regime that chooses its 
critics 

Context: 
▪ Recently, the Central Bureau of 

Investigation raided Amnesty 
International’s offices on allegations that 
the Non-Governmental Organisation (NGO) 
had violated provisions of the Foreign 
Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010.  

▪ Amnesty has been vocal about human 
rights abuses, notably in Jammu and 
Kashmir and Assam. 

About Non Governmental Organisation: 
▪ A non-governmental organization (NGO) is 

a non-profit, citizen-based group that 
functions independently of government.  

▪ NGOs, sometimes called civil societies, are 
organized on community, national and 
international levels to serve specific social 
or political purposes, and are cooperative, 
rather than commercial, in nature. 

Two broad groups of NGOs are identified 
by the World Bank: 

▪ Operational NGOs, which focus on 
development projects. 

▪ Advocacy NGOs, which are organized to 
promote particular causes. 

▪ Certain NGOs may fall under both 
categories simultaneously. 

▪ Examples of NGOs include those that 
support human rights, advocate for 
improved health or encourage political 
participation. 

About FCRA: 
▪ Foreign contribution regulation Act or 

FCRA is a law of government of India which 
regulates receipt of foreign contributions 
or aid from outside India to India 
territories. 

▪ This is essential to ensure that such aid 
does not effect political or any other 
situation in India. 

▪ This law is enforced by the ministry of 
Home affairs, Government of India.  

▪ There is a separate section in the ministry 
to ensure compliance to the Foreign 
Funding Registration. 

▪ It prohibits receipt of foreign contribution 
“for any activities detrimental to the 
national interest”.  

▪ The Act specifies that NGOs require the 
government’s permission to receive 
funding from abroad.  

▪ The government can refuse permission if it 
believes that the donation to the NGO will 
adversely affect “public interest” or the 
“economic interest of the state”.  

Why invoking the FCRA to curb the work of 
NGOs is troubling? 

▪ International funding is crucial for NGOs to 
function.  

▪ The contribution of NGOs to human rights 
and public awareness is significant in India. 
The recognition of the rights of 
homosexuals and transgender 
people,would have been unimaginable 
without the sustained effort of civil society 
organisations.  

▪ Developments in the public provision of 
health and education are unlikely to come 
about without pressure by NGOs. 

▪ The restrictions have serious consequences 
on both the rights to free speech and 
freedom of association under Articles 
19(1)(a) and 19(1)(c) of the Constitution.  

▪ The problem is that there is no clear 
guidance on what constitutes “public 
interest”. Consequently, a government 
could construe any disagreement with, or 
criticism of, any of its policies as being 
against public interest. 

▪ For example, in 2014, several groups 
including Greenpeace were accused by the 
Intelligence Bureau of stalling India’s 
economic development.Thus, an 
environmental or human rights 
organisation criticising the government can 
be accused of “acting against public 
interest”. 

▪ The foreign funding prohibition also 
negates the significance of voluntary, non-
profit associations in a democracy.  

▪ Democracy requires critics and civil 
society. This is why invoking the FCRA to 
curb the work of NGOs is deeply troubling.  

2) Preventing mob lynching 
Context: 
▪ The increasing number of incidents of 

lynching over the past few years has led to 
a heightened sense of insecurity among the 
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marginalised communities. With states 
making their own laws against lynching, 
the author insists the centre to specify 
penal action against officials and doctors 
accused of dereliction of duty. 

What is mob lynching? 
▪ Lynching is an illegally authorized way of 

punishing somebody by an informal group.  
▪ It is most often also referred as informal 

public executions by a mob who wish to 
punish an alleged transgressor, or to 
intimidate a group. 

▪ In 2018, the Supreme Court described 
lynching as a “horrendous act of 
mobocracy”. (horrendous means- 
extremely horrible, mobocracy means- rule 
or domination by the masses) 

Background: 
▪ The Supreme Court exhorted the Centre 

and State governments to frame laws 
specifically to deal with the crime of 
lynching and laid down certain guidelines 
to be incorporated in these laws including  

1. fast-track trials,  
2. compensation to victims, and  
3. disciplinary action against lax law-

enforcers. 
State laws: 
Manipur and its law: 
▪ Manipur government came up first with its 

Bill against lynching in 2018, incorporating 
some logical and relevant clauses.  

▪ The Bill specified that there would be nodal 
officers in each district to control such 
crimes.  

▪ Police officers who fail to prevent the crime 
of lynching in their jurisdiction are liable to 
be imprisoned for a term that may extend 
from one to three years with a fine limit of 
₹50,000.  

▪ Additionally, no concurrence of the State 
government is required to prosecute them 
for dereliction of duty. 

▪ It devolves upon the State to protect 
victims of mob violence and witnesses from 
any inducement or coercion apart from 
initiating schemes for rehabilitation and 
setting up relief camps where a community 
is displaced.  

▪ The law provides for adequate monetary 
compensation to the victims or their 
immediate kin. 

Rajasthan and its law: 
▪ “After 2014, as 86% cases of mob lynching 

reported in the country happened in 
Rajasthan, the Rajasthan government 
passed a bill against lynching in August 
2019, ”  

▪ However, government has accepted only a 
few guidelines issued by the apex court, 
and  is also silent on any action to be 
initiated against police officers who may be 
accused of dereliction of duty. 

West Bengal and its law: 
▪ West Bengal came up with a more stringent 

Bill against lynching.  
▪ Punishment for lynching to death is 

punishable with the death penalty or life 
imprisonment and a fine of up to ₹5 lakh.  

▪ Most other guidelines of the Supreme Court 
have been adopted by the State. 

What should the centre do? 
▪ While adopting the guidelines, the Centre 

would do well to incorporate sections in 
the law for penal action against doctors 
who stand accused of dereliction of duty, 
for delay in attending to victims of 
lynching, or submitting false reports 
without carrying out a proper and 
thorough medical examination of the 
victims, either under coercion by the police 
or due to their own prejudice against the 
community or religion of the victims.  

▪ Under the compensation scheme for the 
victims, the amount to be paid to the 
victims should be recovered from the 
perpetrators of the crime or collective fines 
be imposed on the villagers where the 
lynching takes place. 

▪ While framing the laws, the Centre could 
even provide for punitive action against 
political leaders found guilty of inciting 
mobs.  

▪ Punitive action to be taken against police 
officers accused of dereliction of duty, as 
incorporated in the law enacted by 
Manipur government, could be replicated 
in the Central law too as it would deter 
police officials acting in a partisan manner 
in favour of the lynch mob. 

▪ Until a zero-tolerance attitude is adopted in 
dealing with mob lynching, this crime will 
continue to show a rising trend.  
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RSTV BIG PICTURE 

 

1) Private Trains in India 

Why in news? 
▪ Niti Aayog and Indian Railways have 

come out with a discussion paper for 
running 150 trains on 100 routes by 
private operators.  

▪ The recommendations of the high 
powered committee envisaging an 
investment of 22500 crore rupees have 
been put in public domain for stakeholder 
consultations. 

What is the background? 
▪ The 100 identified routes which include 

Mumbai Central - New Delhi , Patna - New 
Delhi , Howrah- Chennai and Lucknow - 
Jammu Tawi etc. have been split in to 10-12 
clusters. 

▪ As per the report the private operator will 
have the right to collect market linked fares 
and will be provided flexibility of class 
composition and halts. 

▪ The aim for this move is said to ensure 
world class service experience to 
passengers , reduce supply demand 

deficit and introduce modern 
technology.  

About Indian Railways: 

▪ Indian Railways is among the world’s third 
largest rail networks.  

▪ The Government of India has moved quickly 
to Foriegn Direct Investment (FDI) in 
railways in order to improve infrastructure 
for freight and high speed trains. 

▪ The participation of the private sector in 
railways has been very less in India when 
compared to other sectors like Telecom, 
Electricity, Airports, Roads etc. 

What are the reasons behind this move? 
▪ Indian Railways has been incurring losses 

year after year. 
▪ It has not been able to keep pace with 

modernisation and match the country’s 
growing needs. 

▪ Almost all the arms of Railways have been 
outdated and needs to be upgraded 
immediately. 



36 
 

▪ To cross subsidise the passenger segment 
the freight fares are kept high which has hit 
the segment. 

▪ Public resentment and dissatisfaction 
regarding services like ticketing, ticket 
checking, porter services, catering and 
coach maintenance are on rise. 

▪ With large tracts of land in the custody of 
railways are lying unused and proving 
unworthy for the sector. 

What are the recommendations by the 
Bibek Debroy Committee? 

▪ The Bibek Debroy Committee was 
constituted by the Railway Board for 
mobilization of resources for major railway 
projects and restructuring of railway 
ministry and railway board. 

▪ The committee in its final report submitted 
in June 2015 favoured privatisation of 
rolling stock: Wagons and Coaches. 

▪ Railway restructuring experiences from 
Japan, United Kingdom, Germany, Sweden, 
Australia and USA has been overlooked by 
the committee. 

▪ The committee has its focus on two main 
aims of the British experiment i.e, changing 
the institutional structure between the 
government and the Indian Railways and 
increasing competition. 

▪ The committee recommended amending 
the Indian Railways Act in order to allow 
the private operators to levy tariffs. 

▪ It also said that in case the Infrastructure 
becomes profitable the government should 
have no bar to have its own operator in the 
interest of competition. 

What are the arguments in favour of 
Privatization? 

▪ It will lead towards better Infrastructure 
facilitating improved amenities for 
passengers and customer satisfaction. 

▪ Privatization would enable better 
management of sanitation, catering, 
cleanliness etc . 

▪ Technology competitiveness can be 
ensured with railways privatisation. 

▪ With better tariff and fares the cost 
competitiveness can be met. 

▪ Any train related mishaps can be controlled 
with better management resulting in safe 

travels which in turn can save high 
monetary spendings in longer run. 

▪ Since the private sector is competitive and 
customer based, they ensure high 
satisfaction of customers and improves 
efficiency. 

What are the arguments against 
Privatization? 

▪ Profit motives of Private sector can lead to 
erasing the number of connecting routes 
which are non profitable, making 
customers suffer. 

▪ Poor man’s transport will be now dearer 
due to fare hike reducing his mobility or 
being a punishment for his poor status. 

▪ It would result in no accountability as the 
private sector is unpredictable which is 
evident from the recent spat in Tata 
boardroom. 

▪ This can also result in loss of thousands of 
jobs in the railways in the longer run. 

▪ Abuse of power can also hit the economy in 
a large way. 

What is the way forward? 
▪ The Indian Railways must redefine its role 

and responsibility in order to sustain 
growth along with modernisation and 
efficiency. 

▪ Rationalisation of fares should be done not 
hitting the common man as well as on 
profitness of railways too. 

▪ Following pseudo privatization like in Tejas 
express can also be considered. 

▪ Corporatization of railways functioning can 
be considered more than privatization. 

▪ May be the peripheral function of railways 
like cleanliness, ticketing, catering can be 
privatised. 

Conclusion 
▪ The introduction of private passenger 

trains, however, is not going to be easy 
considering the potential opposition from 
railway trade unions and political parties.  

▪ Though the IR has for the last 13 years 
allowed private players to operate 
container trains on its tracks, the very 
words “privatisation” and “private train” sit 
uneasily among a section of the railway 
fraternity.  

2) Electoral Politics - Need for 
Reform 
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Why in News? 
▪ India is a vibrant democracy with people 

electing their representatives at several 
levels beginning from local bodies and 
panchayats to the Parliament.  

▪ Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu has 
termed Indian experience with democracy 
as a remarkable success story.  

▪ The Vice President has also pointed out 
two distortions which need to be addressed 
urgently and those are use of enormous 
money power in politics and elections and 
the increasing attempts to entice the voters 
with short term benefits at the cost of long 
term goals of basic amenities , 
infrastructure , quality education , 
healthcare , growth and job opportunities 
etc .  

What is the background? 
▪ Election process in India is seen to facilitate 

better democracy, cleanse politics, choose 
ideal members to legislative houses etc. 

▪ Elections and election related reforms are 
covered in articles 324 - 329. 

▪ Reforms are very much needed to uphold 
the aspirations of our ancestors, cherish 
the ideals of our Constitution and make 
India a true Democracy in letter as well as 
spirit. 

Committees related to Electoral Reforms: 

▪ Goswami Committee : It was formed in 
1990 and highlighted the crippling effect of 

money and muscle power in elections. 
▪ N. Vohra Committee: It was formed to 

study the problem of criminalization of 
politics and the nexus among criminals, 
politicians, and bureaucrats in India. It 
concluded in its report submitted in October 
1993 that agencies, including the CBI, IB, 
RAW, had unanimously expressed their 
opinion that the criminal network was 
virtually running a parallel government. 

▪ 244th Report of the Law Commission: It 
reported that persons with extensive 
criminal backgrounds have begun entering 
politics which was not the case earlier. 

What are the major issues? 
▪ Money power has played destructively in 

Indian politics leading to all round 
corruption contributing to the generation 
of black money in the economy. 

▪ Unethical means of spending as well as 
earning are in rise in the political world 
affecting the real motives. 

▪ Muscle power in politics has led to 
violence, pre-election intimidation, post-
election victimisation, riggings , booth 
capturing etc. 

▪ Criminalisation of politics and politicisation 
of criminals are like two sides of the same 
coin and are mainly responsible for the 
manifestation of muscle power at elections. 

▪ The misuse of official machinery takes 
different forms, such as issue of 
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advertisements at the cost of government 
and public exchequer highlighting their 
achievements, disbursements out of the 
discretionary funds at the disposal of the 
ministers, use of government vehicles for 
canvassing etc. 

▪ Freebies like Free liquor or some goods or 
services to voters are acts of enticing voters 
and have actually compounded the 
problem of money power in politics. 

▪ Fake news, paid news are the threats to the 
free and fair electoral system. 

What are the steps taken by the 
Government to reform elections? 

▪ The minimum age for voting was reduced 
from 21 to 18 years through the 61st 
Amendment Act to the Constitution. 

▪ There was an increase in the number of 
proposers in the nomination papers for 
elections to the Rajya Sabha and the State 
Legislative Council and a hike in security 
deposit to prevent non-serious candidates. 

▪ Electronic Voting Machines which were 
first introduced in 1998 during the state 
elections of Delhi, Madhya Pradesh and 
Rajasthan are used widely now as they are 
fool-proof, efficient and a better option in 
terms of the environment. 

▪ Disqualification on conviction for violating 
the National Honours Act, 1971 was a 
major move to disqualify a person for 6 
years from contesting to the Parliament 
and the state legislatures. 

▪ A candidate cannot contest from more than 
2 constituencies. 

▪ No liquor or other intoxicants shall be sold 
or given or distributed at any shop, eating 
place, or any other place, whether private 
or public, within a polling area during the 
period of 48 hours ending with the hour 
fixed for the conclusion of the poll. 

▪ Ceiling on election expenditure was a major 
move to reduce money power. 

▪ Restriction on exit polls was done to avoid 
prospective voters being misguided or 
prejudiced in any manner. 

▪ The government decided to observe 
January 25th as ‘National Voters Day’ to 
mark the EC’s founding day. 

What is the way forward? 
▪ Reduce the dependency of EC on deputed 

staff and have an independent working 
machinery of its own. 

▪ There should be a separate and 
independent election department to 
enhance its objectivity and impartiality. 

▪ Candidates involved in corruption should 
be disqualified and party fundings should 
be audited regularly. 

▪ Mass Media should play a non-partisan role 
in elections and as a safeguard of 
democracy. 

Conclusion 
▪ The voters vote for party majorly and not 

the candidates in general and hence the 
role of political parties should be regulated 
to ensure fairness in democracy. 

▪ Empowering local governments and 
citizens should be the key in promoting 
accountability and uphold the virtues of 
our Constitution in true sense. 

3) Police Commissioner System 

 
Why in News? 
▪ UP govt has approved the commissionerate 

system of policing state capital Lucknow 
and Noida .  

▪ This system gives more responsibilities 
including magisterial powers to IPS officers 
of the rank of Inspector general of Police 
who are posted as Commissioner.  

What is the background? 
▪ Many states have adopted the 

commissionerate system at the 
metropolitan level to facilitate faster 
decision making in solving complex urban 
centric issues.  
▪ According to a Bureau of Police 

Research and Development (BPRD) 
report 61 cities in 15 states had this 
system in place by January , 2018 .  

▪ The Sixth National Police Commission 
report released in 1983 had recommended 
the introduction of a commissionerate 
system in cities with a population of 5 lakh 
and above.  
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▪ Later in 2005 a draft Model Police Act 
framed by a committee set up by the Union 
Home Ministry also made a similar 
recommendation saying metro cities and 
major urban areas with a population of 10 
lakhs or more should have a Police 
Commissioner System. 

What are the proposed changes? 
▪ The Additional Director General of Police 

rank officer would be appointed as 
commissioner and will have two Inspector 
General of Police Rank officers as deputies. 

▪ The current system would be monitored 
for six-months on a review basis to know 
its effectiveness in handling law and order 
better. 

▪ The earlier system of District Magistrate 
(DMs) would be done away on an 
experimental basis. 

▪ The new team would also have a special 
Superintendent of Police (SP) appointed for 
women security to ensure control of crime 
related to women and timely investigation 
of the registered cases. 

▪ There would be another SP rank officer 
who would be in charge of Traffic 
management. 

▪ CCTV cameras would be installed at 
different places in these two cities for 
better traffic management and also for law 
and order. 

What is the difference in the powers of IAS-
IPS? 

▪ Under Part 4 of the Indian Police Act 1861, 
the District Magistrate (who is an IAS 
officer) has powers to control the police. 
But with the introduction of the police 
commissioner system, these rights get to 
the police officers.  

▪ The Code of Criminal Procedure (CRPC) 
also gives the Executive Magistrate some 
powers to regulate law and order.  

▪ According to this, police officers are not 
free to take any decision directly, they act 
only under the orders of DM or 
commissioner or government in emergency 
situations, usually all the authority of IPC 
and CRPC DM of the district to PCS officers 
posted there gives off. 

How was the Police Commissionerate 
system designed? 

▪ Under the 7th Schedule of the Constitution, 
Police is under the State list. 

▪ At the district level, a ‘dual system’ of 
control exists, in which the SP has to work 
with the DM for supervising police 
administration. 

▪ At the metropolitan level, many states have 
replaced the dual system with the 
commissionerate system, as it is supposed 
to allow for faster decision-making to solve 
complex urban-centric issues. 

▪ The British brought the system first in 
Kolkata and followed it in Mumbai and 
Chennai presidencies.  

▪ Delhi turned into a commissionerate 
during 1977-1979. 

▪ In the commissionerate system, the 
Commissioner of Police (CP) is the head of 
a unified police command structure. 

▪ The CP is drawn from the Deputy Inspector 
General rank or above and is assisted by 
Special/Joint/Additional/Deputy 
Commissioners. 

What do we understand by Dual system? 
▪ Under the colonial system, the overall in-

charge of a district or region was the 
district collector and the SP reported to 
him. 

▪ The powers of the executive magistrate, 
such as issuing orders for preventive 
arrests or imposition of Section 144 CrPC, 
were vested in the district collector. 

▪ This was called the dual system of police 
administration. 

Conclusion 
▪ The Commissioner of Police gets many 

rights under the CRPC from the 
Commissionerate system. In this system, 
the police themselves play the role of 
magistrate for restrictive action. It is 
believed that if the police can take 
restrictive action on their own, then the 
criminals will get scared and the crime rate 
will decrease. 
 

  

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/section-144-of-crpc
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