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News @ a glance 
Polity & Social Issues 

 

Operation All out 
What is Operation All Out? 

▪ Operation All-Out is a joint offensive 

launched by Indian security forces started 

in 2017 to flush out militants and 

terrorists in Kashmir until peace returns. 

Why in news? 

▪ The operations were suspended during 

the month of Ramadan. 

▪ Post Ramadan, government has decided to 

start phase 2 of Operation All Out citing the 

continuance of violence in the valley.   

 
 

Kannur international Airport 

Why in news? 

▪ Kannur will become the fourth 

international airport in Kerala. 

▪ Kerala will become the state with the most 

number of international airports in the 

country 

▪ The airport is not a part of the UDAN 

network  

UDAN 

▪ UDAN is a Regional Connectivity Scheme 

was launched in October 2016. 

▪ Comes under the National Civil Aviation 

Policy and aims to make flying affordable 

by providing connectivity to un-served 

and under-served airports of country 

▪ Airports Authority of India is 

implementing agency of the scheme, which 

works under the Ministry of Civil Aviation. 

Plans for the future 

▪ While opening the Kannur airport, Civil 

Aviation Ministry talked about the plans to 

enhance GI tourism in India, by displaying 

GI products from all over the country at all 

international airports. 

GI Tags 

▪ A geographical indication (GI) is a name or 

sign used on products which corresponds 

to a specific geographical location or 

origin  

▪ Geographical Indication Tag provides 

rights similar to that of intellectual 

property rights and protection to holders. 

▪ Recently Adilabad dokra and Warangal 

Dhurries were awarded GI tags by the  

Who gives GI tags? 

▪ GI tag in India is governed by the 

Geographical Indications of Goods 

(Registration and Protection Act), 1999. 

▪ The Controller General of Patents, 

Designs and Trade Marks, who 

administers the Act, is also the Registrar of 

Geographical Indications. 

GI Tag vs. Trademark 

▪ GI tags will be from a particular place. 

Trademarks are from a specific company. 

▪ While GI tags are given for goods , Trademarks are given for both goods  and services  

▪ Rights of GI tags are a community right 

while that of trademarks are enjoyed by an 

individual or a company. 

 

Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao & Khelo 

India Khelo 
What Is Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao? 
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▪ A National initiative jointly run by: 

Ministry of Women and Child 

Development (also the nodal agency), 

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare and 

Ministry of Human Resource 

Development. 

▪ The main objective is to prevent gender 

biased sex selection.  

▪ It pronounces strict enforcement of laws 

with stringent punishment to violators  

▪ It also aims to address the declining child 

sex ratio. 

       
Khelo India Khelo: 

▪ A programme by Ministry of Sports & 

Youth affairs  

▪ Aims to revive sports culture in India at 

grass-root level 

▪ Its objective is to build strong framework 

for all sports played in our country and 

establish India as great sporting nation 

▪ A High power committee will identify 

talented sportspersons in various sports, 

who will be provided with an annual 

financial assistance of Rs. 5 lakh for 8 

years. 

Why in news? 

▪ Union Minister of State for Social Justice 

and Empowerment, inaugurated a  3-day 

Photo Exhibition  on Beti Bachao, Beti 
Padhao campaign, Swachh Bharat Abhiyan and Khelo India Khelo  in  Chandigarh. 

 

University Grants Commission (UGC)  

What is University Grants Commission? 

▪ It is the Apex Higher education regulator. 

▪ Came in to existence on 28th December, 

1953 

▪ Became a statutory organization by UGC 

Act 1956 

Objectives of UGC 

▪ Coordination, Determination and 

maintenance of standards of teaching, 

examination and research in higher 

education 

Why in News? 

▪ Central Government has proposed Higher 

Education commission of India(HECI) to 

replace UGC 

Objective of HECI 

▪ To reform the education sector and 

thereby to comply with Sustainable 

Development Goal 4, that ensures 

inclusive, equitable and quality education 

UGC vs. HECI:   

▪ UGC monitors academic quality and 

provides grants while HECI focuses on 

quality of the academics alone while 

providing grants rests with Human 

Resources Ministry. 

▪ UGC doesn t take any actions on bogus 

institutions but only releases a list of such 

institutions, whereas HECI is empowered 

to fine or order closure of substandard and 

bogus institutions. 

 

National No Fly List 

What is a No-Fly list? 

▪ A list which is uses to ban people 

considered as threat from using airplane 

services.  

▪ Created and used widely by US after the 

wake of 9/11 bombings. 

▪ It is widely used by many countries to 

strengthen security issues. 

How is it used? 

▪ It is used to identify and ban unruly or 

disruptive passengers from boarding 

airplanes  

▪ The ban period may range from 3 months 

to lifetime 

▪ A No-Fly-List is created in India in September , following a politician s 
unruly act towards an airline staffer, by 

the Ministry of civil aviation.   

▪ India s no-fly list is the first in the world to 

be based on safety and not just on security. 

Categories of unruly  

▪ Verbally unruly – debarment up to 3 

months 
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▪ Physically unruly – debarment up to 6 

months 

▪ Life-threatening behaviour – debarment 

for life. 

Why in news? 

▪ Introduction of No-Fly List in India helped 

reduction in travel of unruly passenger 

and their threat.  

Some countries having No-Fly list:        

▪ US, UK, Canada and India have No-Fly Lists 

and all have their own rules and 

detentions for the people on the list. 

 
 

National Register of Citizens (NRC) 
What is National Register of Citizens (NRC)? 

▪ It is a register which contains the names of 

Indian citizens. 

▪ Was first prepared in 1951, after the 

Census of 1951 

▪ The second updation of NRC is taking 

place now but only in the State of Assam. 

Why in news? 

▪ The last date for updation of NRC in the 

state of Assam has been extended due to 

floods in Assam. 

Updation process 

▪ Those persons (or their descendants) 

whose names appear in the 1951 registry 

or in any of the Electoral Rolls up to 1971, 

or any of the admissible documents 

stipulated will be considered citizens. 

History of NRC 

▪ The 1951 NRC was based on the census of 

that year.  

▪ The current NRC updation process is not 

based on the census and moreover, it is 

being revised only in Assam. 

Why is this, an issue in Assam? 

▪ Assam has been witnessing violent protests since s over the issue of 

illegal migrants so there is a need to 

identify Indian citizens. 

▪ The modalities for NRC updation have 

been developed jointly by the Government 

of Assam and the Government of India. 

 

India –Most dangerous country for 

women 

Who says? 

• A global poll conducted by the Thomson 

Reuters Foundation has said that India is 

the most dangerous country for women. 

About the poll  

▪ Surveyed 548 experts from academics, aid 

and development professionals, health 

workers, policy makers, NGO workers, 

journalists and social commentators. 

▪ Based on Six different indices - healthcare, 

discrimination, cultural traditions, sexual 

and non-sexual violence, and human 

trafficking. 

Findings  

▪ India has been ranked as the most dangerous country out of the world s  
worst countries for women, behind 

Afghanistan, Pakistan and Somalia 

▪ Same poll conducted in 2011 had placed 

India at the fourth place. 

▪ India topped in 3 categories - cultural 

traditions, sexual violence and human 

trafficking (forced labour, sex slavery and 

domestic servitude). 

▪ Countries like Saudi Arabia and 

Afghanistan which grant fewer rights to 

women were ranked better. 

India s response 

▪ The National Commission for Women has 

held that the findings are flawed as the 

sample survey used by the poll was not 

adequately representative of the Indian 

society at large. 

 

Golden Triangle & Golden Crescent 
What is Golden triangle? 

▪ The Golden Triangle is the area where the 

borders of Thailand, Laos, and Myanmar 

meet at the confluence of the Ruak and 

Mekong Rivers. 
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▪ The name "Golden Triangle" was coined by 

the CIA. 

▪ It is one of the most extensive opium-

producing areas of the world. 

 
What is Golden Crescent? 

▪ Consists of territories of three countries: 

Iran, Afghanistan and Pakistan 

▪ One of the world s largest illicit opium 
producing regions (apart from the Golden 

Triangle Region) 

▪ Afghanistan, present in this region is the world s largest opium producer 
surpassing Myanmar 

▪ Afghanistan now produces over 90% of 

the world's non-pharmaceutical-grade 

opium and also the world's largest 

producer of hashish. 

 
 Why in news? 

▪ International Day against Drug Abuse and 

Illicit Trafficking was celebrated on June 

26th, 2018. 

▪ 26th of June was chosen to commemorate 

Lin Zexu's dismantling of the opium trade 

in Humen, Guangdong in China  

▪ Minister of Social Justice and 

Empowerment, while speaking on the 

occasion, told that the geographical 

location of India, lying in-between the world s  largest drug producing regions 
(golden crescent and golden triangle) 

makes tackling the menace more 

challenging and complicated for the 

country. 

 

Particularly Vulnerable Tribal 

Groups (PVTG) 
What are PVTGs? 

▪ Tribal communities are often identified by 

certain specific signs such as primitive 

traits, distinctive culture, geographical 

isolation, shyness to contact with the 

community at large and backwardness.  

▪ Some tribal groups have specific features 

such as dependency on hunting, gathering 

for food, having pre-agriculture level of 

technology, zero or negative growth of 

population and extremely low level of 

literacy. 

▪ These groups are called Particularly 

Vulnerable Tribal Groups. Amongst the 

scheduled tribes, they are more vulnerable 

than others. 

▪ There are 75 PVTGs amongst the 705 

Scheduled Tribes in India, spread across 

17 states and 1 UT 

Key characteristics of PVTGs 

▪ Mostly homogenous 

▪ Small population 

▪ Relatively physically isolated 

▪ Social institutes cast in a simple mould 

▪ Absence of written language 

▪ Relatively simple technology  

▪ Slower rate of change 

Why in news? 

▪ In a Seminar, the Lt. Governor of Andaman 

and Nicobar Islands noted that the PVTGs 

of Andaman should be left to grow at their 

own pace with their own genius, instead of 

forcing them to adopt our lifestyle. 

 

POSHAN Abhiyaan 
What is Poshan Abhiyaan? 

▪ POSHAN Abhiyaan (National Nutrition 

Mission) is a flagship programme of the 

Ministry of Women and Child 

Development (MWCD) 

▪ The goals of NNM are to achieve 

improvement in nutritional status of 

Children from 0-6 years, Adolescent Girls, 

Pregnant Women and Lactating Mothers in 
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a time bound manner during the next 

three years beginning 2017-18. 

▪ A comprehensive approach towards 

raising nutrition level in the country on a 

war footing. 

Targets 

▪ NNM targets to reduce stunting, under- 

nutrition, anaemia (among young children, 

women and adolescent girls) and reduce 

low birth weight by 2%, 2%, 3% and 2% 

per annum respectively.  

▪ Although the target to reduce Stunting is 

at least 2% p.a., Mission would strive to 

achieve reduction in Stunting from 38.4% 

(NFHS-4) to 25% by 2022 (Mission 25 by 

2022). 

Why in news? 

▪ It was announced that in September, 

POSHAN month  would be celebrated 

where all Ministries, departments and 

community will come together. 

 

ReUnite  Mobile App 

What is the App for? 

▪ It helps to track and trace missing and 

abandoned children in India.  

▪ A multi-user app where parents and 

citizens can upload photos and 

descriptions of their children  

▪ The photos cannot be saved in the mobile s physical memory. 
▪ The NGO Bachpan Bachao Andolan (BBA) 

was instrumental in developing the App. 

Bachpan Bachao Andolan (BBA) 

▪ India s largest movement for the 
protection of children and works along 

with law enforcement agencies and 

policymakers 

▪ Nobel Laureate Kailash Satyarti is the 

founder of BBA  

▪ BBA has played a very important role in 

formulation of several laws for the protection of child s rights 

▪ It began from the Nithari case in 2006 

which finally culminated with the 

Supreme Court passing the landmark 

judgement in 2013 ordering that FIR has 

to be lodged in all cases of missing 

children. 

Why in news? 

▪ The government launched the ReUnite 

App recently. 

 

PRAGATI 
What is PRAGATI? 

▪ PRAGATI (Pro-Active Governance And 

Timely Implementation) is a multi-

purpose and multi-modal platform existing in the Prime Minister s Office. 
▪ It is used exclusively by the Prime Minister 

to give suitable directions for redressal of 

grievances and also on compliance on the 

projects and programmes and to motivate 

all officers to work in coordinated manner 

for the outcome. 

▪ The word PRAGATI  in Sanskrit / Hindi 

means "Progress" 

▪ PRAGATI is not a public web platform. 

Why in news? 

▪ PM interacts through PRAGATI to address 

grievances related in Post Offices. 

▪ This is the 26th PRAGATI interaction by the 

PM. 

▪ In the previous 25 PRAGATI meetings, the 

PM has reviewed the progress of over 227 

projects.  
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Economy 
 

NIIF & AIIB 
What is the National Investment and 

Infrastructure Fund (NIIF)? 

▪ A fund created by the Government of India 

in 2015 to enhance infrastructure 

financing in the country. 

▪ It is jointly owned by government 49% 

and private 51%. 

▪ NIIF got registered with SEBI as Category 

II Alternative Investment Fund (AIF) 

▪ A primary objective of NIIF is to invest in 

Greenfield and Brownfield, as well as 

stalled projects. 

What is an Alternative Investment Fund (AIF)? 

▪ Anything alternate to traditional form of 

investments gets categorized as 

alternative investments.  

▪ Generally, investments in stocks or bonds 

or fixed deposits or real estate are 

considered as traditional investments. 

▪ AIFs are private funds which are 

otherwise not coming under the 

jurisdiction of any regulatory agency in 

India. 

Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) 

▪ A multilateral development bank 

launched in 2016. 

▪ With a mission to improve social & 

economic outcomes in Asia and beyond. 

▪ Headquartered in Beijing with 86 

members. 

▪ China and India are the largest 

shareholders with a 30.34 per cent, 8.52 

per cent share respectively.  

▪ Their voting shares are calculated at 

26.06 per cent and 7.5 per cent 

respectively.  

▪ The share of non-Asian countries is 

restricted to a maximum of 30 per cent  

▪ U.S and Japan are not members of the 

bank. 

 Why in news? 

▪ AIIB approved an equity investment of $  million in India s National Investment and Infrastructure Fund s 
(NIIF) 

 

Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserve 

What is the Indian Strategic Petroleum 

Reserve? 

▪ It is an underground emergency crude oil 

reserve where petroleum would be stored 

and used in times of emergency. 

▪ Currently India holds a reserve of 5.33 MT 

(Million Tonnes) of Petroleum reserves at 

three locations: Vishakhapatnam, 

Manglore and Padur. 

▪ This can supply for India s crude oil 
requirement for 10 days 

▪ The United States holds the world s largest 
Strategic Oil Reserve (More than 103 MT) 

Why in news? 

▪ The Cabinet has approved the 

establishment of an additional 6.5 MT 

Strategic Petroleum Reserves in two 

locations: Padur (2.5 MT) and Chandikhol, 

Odisha (4 MT). 

▪ This increase in the reserve will provide 

an additional supply of 12 days for the 

country (22 days in total), and augment India s energy security. 
Significance of SPR 

▪ Ensures India s energy security. 

▪ Insulation from external price & supply 

disruptions. 

International Energy Agency (IEA) 

requirements 

▪ A Paris-based autonomous 

intergovernmental organization  

▪ Established within the framework of the 

OECD in 1974 in the wake of the 1973 oil 

crisis. 

▪ IEA requires its member nations (30) to 

hold 90 days worth oil reserves. 
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Kharif, Rabi & MSP 
What is Kharif? 

▪ Kharif means autumn in Arabic  

▪ Karif season ranges between June and 

September  

▪ It coincides with the advancing monsoon season  southwest monsoon  

▪ Kharif Crops: Rice, maize, sorghum, pearl 

millets, finger millets, arhar, groundnut, 

soyabean, cotton, etc. 

What is Rabi? 
▪ Rabi means spring in Arabic  

▪ Rabi season ranges between October and 

March  

▪ It coincides with the winter season  

▪ Rabi Crops: wheat, barley, oats, mustard, 

chick pea etc.  

Why in news? 

▪ Government usually announces Minimum 

support prices (MSP) before the sowing of 

the crops. 

▪ However, this year s Kharif season has 
already started and yet, there has been no 

announcement from the Government. 

Minimum Support Price (MSP) 

▪ The policy was started in 1966-67 in the 

wake of Green revolution. 

▪ It is the minimum price given for a crop 

during the time of procurement by the 

government.  

▪ Procurement prices can be above or equal 

to the MSP but not below it. 

▪ MSP prices for various crops are 

announced at the beginning of each 

sowing season. 

▪ It is decided by Cabinet Committee on 

Economic Affairs (CCEA) on the basis of 

recommendations of Commission of 

Agricultural Cost and Prices (CACP) 

Effects of announcing MSP 

▪ Farmers will be encouraged to grow 

particular crops due to assured prices for 

their crops. 

▪ Protects the producers against excessive 

fall in prices of their produce during years 

of bumper production. 

▪ In the Global context, it is considered as 

Market intervention by the Government. 

 

Black Money in Swiss Bank 
Why in News? 

▪ The recent data released by Swiss National 

Bank (SNB) shows that there is a sudden 

rise in Indian deposits in Swiss bank 

following a 3 year downward trend. 

▪ This comes as a surprise after Government s repeated clampdown on 

Black money & money laundering. 

Background 

▪ Swiss banks are well known for their 

secrecy in protecting account holders 

information. 

▪ However, Switzerland has decided to relax 

its secrecy laws in order to align with 

global practices. 

▪ Henceforth, SNB releases the annual data 

on the deposits with their banks.  

▪ The data for this year shows a 3% 

increases in total foreign deposits. 

▪ The total money held by Indians in Swiss 

Banks was at a record high at 23,000 Cr in 

2006. 

India s Concerns: 

▪ After 3 successive years of decline, 

Deposits held by Indians has rose 50% to 

7000Cr in 2017. 

▪ This is followed by reduction from 

14,000Cr in 2013 to 4,660 Cr in 2016. 

▪ The Indian money is deposited under 

three heads: Customer deposits (3200Cr), 

through other banks (1050 Cr) and as 

other liabilities (2640 Cr). 

▪ All three areas had shown increase as 

against a sharp drop in previous years. 

Steps Taken: 

▪ India and Switzerland has signed an 

information sharing agreement on black 

money holders and money laundering. 

▪ Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002 

has been used extensively to fight black 

money. 

Other safe havens: 

▪ Apart from Swiss, a number of other 

countries act as a safe haven due to their 

stricter secrecy laws. 

▪ Australia, Singapore, Canada, Hong Kong, 

Luxembourg, Germany are hot financial 

hubs used by people to stash their cash. 
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Asian premium  
What is Asian Premium? 

▪ It refers to the extra charge (premium) 

collected by OPEC countries from Asian 

countries when selling oil in comparison 

to western countries. 

▪ Western countries like U.S and European 

Union are supplied oil at a subsidized 

price. 

▪ Because of the premium, India ends up 

purchasing fuel at higher cost leading to 

inflation.  

Why in news? 

▪ In the recently held OPEC meeting, the 

India and other Asian countries asked 

OPEC countries to not discriminate Asian countries to imposing the Asian Premium  
while subsidizing USA and the European 

countries. 

 

Forex Reserve 
What is a Forex reserve? 

▪ Also called as Foreign exchange reserves 

▪ Indicate the reserves held by RBI in the 

form foreign currency assets, gold, SDR 

and reserve tranche. 

Need for Forex reserve  

▪ It is a cushion against any potential supply 

crisis or balance of payment related issues. 

▪ Often used to back liabilities on their own 

issued currency  

▪ It also influences the monetary policy 

Why in news? 

▪ The Indian Forex reserve has fallen $18 

billion in the past two months. 

 

Sagarmala Project 
What is Sagarmala Project? 

▪ It aims for a port-led development in the 

country by reducing logistics cost for 

Export & Import (EXIM) & domestic trade 

with minimal infrastructure investment. 

▪ It aims to harness India s  km long 
coastline and 14500 km long potential 

navigable waterways. 

▪ Launched by the Ministry of Shipping in 

March 2015 

▪ More about Sagarmala Project will be 

published in later issues 

Why in news? 

▪ Sagarmala  project receives Gold Award at 
the 52nd Skoch Summit 2018 

 
 

Export Credit Guarantee 

Corporation (ECGC) 
What is ECGC? 

▪ ECGC is essentially an export promotion 

organization  

▪ It seeks to improve the competitiveness of 

the Indian exporters by providing them 

with credit insurance covers. 

Need for Export credit insurance 

▪ Risks have assumed large proportions 

today due to the far-reaching political and 

economic changes sweeping the world 

today. 

▪ An outbreak of war or civil war may block 

or delay payment for goods exported 

▪ Economic difficulties or balance of 

payment problems may lead a country to 

delay payments for goods imported.  

How does ECGC help exporters? 

▪ Export credit insurance is designed to 

protect exporters from the consequences 

of the payment risks, both political and 

commercial, and to enable them to expand 

their overseas business without fear of 

loss 

Why in news? 

▪ Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs 

has approved the capital infusion of 

Rs.2000 crore for strengthening of Export 

Credit Guarantee Corporation (ECGC). 

▪ The infusion would enhance insurance 

coverage to MSME exports and strengthen India s exports to emerging and 
challenging markets like Africa and Latin 

American countries.  
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External debt 
What is external debt? 

▪ External debt is the portion of a country's 

debt that was borrowed from 

foreign lenders including commercial 

banks, governments or international 

financial institutions. 

Why in news? 

▪ India s external debt rises by $ .  billion 

in March 2018, in comparison to the same 

period last year. 

▪ Economists say that the rise in debt was 

partly due to the dep 

 

Blockchain technology 

What is Blockchain technology? 

▪ A blockchain is a digitized, decentralized, 

public ledger of all transactions, using 

cryptography 

▪ By design, a blockchain is resistant to 

modification of the data. 

▪ Blockchain was invented by Satoshi 

Nakamoto in 2008, originally to serve as 

the public transaction ledger of the crypto-

currency bitcoin, but is now finding 

potential uses in several areas including 

governance. 

What is a ledger? 

▪ A ledger is the principal book or computer 

file for recording and accounting financial 

transactions like statements from credit or 

debit records. 

What is a Block-chain ledger? 

▪ It is "an open, distributed ledger that can 

record transactions between two parties 

efficiently and in a verifiable and 

permanent way" 

▪ Once recorded, the data in any given block 

cannot be altered retroactively without 

alteration of all subsequent blocks (which 

requires consensus of the network 

majority). 

Why in news? 

▪ NITI Aayog partners with Gujarat 

Narmada Valley Fertilizers & Chemicals 

Ltd (GNFC) to implement Fertilizer 

Subsidy Disbursement through Blockchain 

Technology. 

▪ Learnings, insights and outcomes of this 

project will enable NITI Aayog to suggest 

policy recommendations and actions in 

strengthening the subsidy mechanism, 

making it more transparent and immune 

to leakages. 

Advantages in using blockchain technology 

▪ Blockchain platform has inherent 

characteristics of distributed computing 

and ledger keeping of transactions i.e. 

confidentiality, authenticity, non-

repudiation, data integrity, and data 

availability. 

▪ Blockchain ensures that there is no 

dependence on intermediary agencies to 

prove the validity of transactions and 

resulting subsidy claims. 
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International Relations 
 

2+1 Dialogue & Panchsheel 
What is Two-Plus-One? 

▪ A proposed mode of talks where China and 

India can jointly conduct a dialogue with a 

third regional country 

Why in news? 

▪ China has proposed this new dialogue 

mechanism that would also involve India. 

▪ China has said that relations with Nepal 

would be conducted according to the 

Panchsheel. 

What is Panchsheel? 

▪ A set of principles to govern relations 

between states 

▪ Also known as Five Principles of Peaceful 

Coexistence 

▪ Was formally codified in the 1954 

agreement between India and China. 

What are those 5 principles? 

1) Mutual respect for each other s territorial 
integrity and sovereignty. 

2) Mutual non-aggression. 

3) Mutual non-interference in each other s 
internal affairs. 

4) Equality and cooperation for mutual 

benefit. 

5) Peaceful co-existence. 

 

Stantsiin Hooloi refinery  
What is Stantsiin Hooloi refinery? 

▪ Mongolia first oil refinery with the help of 

a USD 1 billion loan from India. 

▪ Engineers India Ltd. will assist with 

construction of the refinery, which is expected to boost Mongolia s GDP by % 

Why in news? 

▪ Union Home Minister, paid an official visit 

to Mongolia for the ceremony for 

construction of the refinery 

Background 

▪ India established diplomatic relations with 

magnolia in 1955, the first country outside 

the Soviet block to do that. 

▪ Buddhism binds the two countries 

culturally. 

▪ Nomadic elephant - The joint military 

exercise between India and Mongolia. 

▪  Mongolia supports India for permanent 

seat in UN Security Council. 

MONGOLIA 

▪ Landlocked country between China & Russia 

▪ Mongolia has two major mountain ranges 

i.e. Altai Mountains and  Khangai 

Mountains, 

▪ Some of Asia's largest freshwater lakes 

(like Lake Khovsgol), and many salt lakes, 

marshes, sand dunes, rolling grasslands, 

alpine forests, and permanent mountain 

glaciers are present in Mongolia. 

▪ Amur (Heilong Jiang) rivers, forming the 

10th longest river system in the world. 

▪ Gobi desert and parts of Kubuqi Desert are 

present in Mongolia. 

 

India –UAE relations 
Why in news? 

▪ UAE Foreign Minister is scheduled to 

conclude a trilateral energy agreement 

and hold meetings with Chief Ministers of 

multiple States in India 

Significance of Visit 

▪ This is the first time a high-level official of UAE engages with several State CM s of 
India  

▪ UAE looks for greater partnership with 

ISRO for its own Mars mission, 

▪ Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC) 

and Aramco will seal a trilateral 

agreement with the Ministry of Petroleum 

and Natural Gas for the proposed 

investment in Ratnagiri Refinery and 

Petrochemicals Ltd. 

▪ Both sides are also expected to sign a 

currency swap agreement 

Currency and swap pact 
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▪ A currency swap involves exchange of 

principal and interest in one currency for 

the same in another currency. It is 

considered to be a foreign exchange 

▪ For example: an exchange between a US 

based company which needs Indian 

Rupees and an India-based company 

which needs US dollars. 

 

India-Seychelles Bilateral Relations 
India-Seychelles Bilateral 

▪ Seychelles is an archipelago (an extensive 

group of Islands) of 115 islands in the 

Indian Ocean off of the coast of East Africa. 

▪ Diplomatic ties started between them 

from 1976 with the independence of 

Seychelles. 

Why in news? 

▪ Seychelles President Danny Faure visited 

India this week.  

▪ There are also questions from the Indian 

side regarding the non-approval of the 

Assumption Island naval base project in 

Seychelles Parliament. 

Assumption Islands 

▪ An Island of Seychelles situated north of 

Madagascar. 

▪ In 2015 the two nations agreed to 

establish of military base in it. 

▪ The naval base will help in strengthening 

Indian presence in Indian Ocean region. 

▪ Due to popular protests in Seychelles, the 

Seychelles Parliament has not ratified the 

project. 

Outcomes of the visit 

▪ Assumption Island project shall progress with due respect to each other s 
sovereignty. 

▪ Six Agreements on varied areas signed. 

▪ Visiting President gifted two Aldabra 

turtles, which are unique and lives for 

centuries. 

Indian Support 

▪ India Remains committed in the welfare of 

the Island nation and has extended $100 

million Line of Credit. 

▪ It can be used to buy hardware from India 

to strengthen its maritime capacity. 

▪ India has gifted a Dornier Aircraft to 

Seychelles and is also ready to finance 3 

civilian infrastructure projects under 

special grant. 

 
 

2+2 Dialogue 
What does it mean? 

▪ Simultaneous meeting of External affairs 

and Defence Ministers of two countries. 

▪ Reflects improvement in bilateral relations 

of a country. 

▪ Japan and Australia are in 2+2 dialogue 

mechanism with India. 

Why in news? 

▪ 2+2 dialogue between India and US 

postponed twice in 2018. 

2+2 with US 

▪ Both agreed to develop to this format by 

the end of 2017. 

▪ But so far postponed twice. 

▪ Both are engaged in improving bilateral 

relations. 

What is CAATSA? 

▪ Countering America s Adversaries through 

Sanction Act. 

▪ It empowers the US president to impose 

sanctions on countries considered as 

enemy or a threat to US.  

▪ Export Licence restriction and ban in 

investing American equity are the 

strictest. 

▪ Russia, North Korea and Iran are currently 

placed under it. 

Is India in trouble? 

▪ Since India shares historical ties with 

Russia in defence sector, the US action 

over Russia is certainly a worry for India. 

▪ India s procurement of arms, Joint venture s with Russia and strengthening 
and modernisation of defence will take a 

hit. 



Page | 15  

 

Science & Technology 
 

Picture archiving and 

communication systems (PACS)   
▪ Picture archiving and communication 

system is a medical imaging technology.  

▪ It helps in storing, retrieving, presenting 

and sharing images produced by various 

means of medical equipments like x-rays, 

CT scan and MRI, etc.   

Why in news? 

▪ Tamil Nadu will become the first state to 

connect all the government hospitals CT 

and MRI machines to a common network. 

Tamil Nadu Medical Services Corporation 

(TNMSC)   

▪ TNMSC is a state government undertaking 

which owns all the imaging machines and 

the centres housing them.   

Advantages of networking:   

▪ CT & MRI images of a patient at a hospital 

can now be sent via the common network 

for consultation & further treatment in 

another hospital. 

▪ A Radiologist available at other hospital 

can access them and provide consultation 

or treatment.  

▪ This is a welcome development in 

healthcare facility and towards achieving 

the Sustainable Development Goal 3.6 (To 

halve the number of global deaths and 

injuries from road traffic accidents) 

Other States in similar networking:  

▪ UP & Haryana have 10 and 20 hospitals 

networked in the same way.  

▪ Kerala is pushing towards implementing 

the process. 

 
 

Asthma drug for TB 
What are Asthma and TB? 

▪ Asthma is a chronic respiratory disease 

that results in recurrent breathlessness 

and wheezing. 

▪ Tuberculosis is a bacterial disease cause 

by Mycobacterium tuberculosis, which is 

prevalent among 1/3rd of the human 

population. 

▪ Drug resistance and Pollution makes 

fighting TB and Asthma a serious issue. 

Why in News? 

▪ Researchers from the Indian Institute of 

Science (IISc) have found that the asthma drug Pranlukast  is effective in treating 
TB. 

What s New? 

▪ Asthma drug Pranlukast effectively treats 

TB when used in combination with 

Rifampicin (a TB drug) and or when used 

alone. 

▪ It uses a unique pathway that reduces 

chances of any side by the drug. 

▪ Moreover, it is found that it does not harm 

any beneficial microbes in humans. 

Necessity for new drugs 

▪ The increasing multi-drug resistance of 

the bacteria towards the conventional TB 

drugs pose a special challenge. 

▪ Effective alternatives are need of the hour 

and the above mentioned novel treatment 

looks promising. 

 

Mango peel for packing 
Shelf-life 

▪ Shelf-Life is the duration time a product 

remains usable or fit for consumption. 

▪ It applies to perishable items like food, 

beverages, medicines, cosmetics, drugs, 

batteries etc. 

▪ Polythene sheets are commonly used in 

packaging food products increase/sustain 

their shelf life. 

Why in news? 

▪ Babha Atomic Research Centre (BARC) 

researchers found a novel bio-degradable 

way to package chicken using mango peel 
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extracts and other bio-degradable 

polymers. 

Mango peel 

▪ Four varieties of mango peels are used to 

develop packaging material: Alphonso, 

Kesar, Langra and Badami. (Langra posed 

best properties) 

Properties of the packaging material: 

▪ The new packaging material showed anti-

microbial and anti-oxidative properties. 

Advantages: 

▪ Shelf life is extended to 12 days from 

current 2 to 3 days. 

▪ Mangoes are available plentifully 

throughout India, so producing this 

packing material is cheaper 

▪ Meat, a high lipid product is prone to 

oxidation on storing and processing. The 

anti-oxidant properties of the packing film 

assisted in countering it.  

▪ This discovery helps the food processing 

industries in improving the shelf life of 

food products. 

▪ Export of fresh meat can be boosted. 

 

Immune Memory in Insects 

What is immune memory? 

▪ Immune memory is the ability of the 

immune system to recognize a previously 

encountered infection and initiate 

appropriate immune response. 

▪ An antigen  is any foreign particle 

encountered by a cell. 

▪ Detection of an antigen leads to an 

immune response by means of production 

of antibodies 

▪ Antibodies fight the antigen. 

Why in news? 

▪ A recent study finds that insects are also 

observed to develop immune memory 

against bacterial infections similar to 

human beings. 

Evolution of Insects: 

▪ Initially there is no record of immune 

memory response in insects encountering 

an infection. 

▪ However, it was observed that over 

generations, the immune memory evolves.  

▪ Researchers were not able to find any clue 

about the cells responsible for the 

acquiring the immune memory. 

Way Forward: 

▪ The finding helps in developing a better 

understanding on the immune system 

mechanism.  

   
 

Huntington s disease 

What is Huntington s disease? 

▪ Huntington s disease is a fatal genetic 

disorder. 

▪ The disease deteriorates the physical and 

mental health by progressively breaking 

down the nerve cells in the brain. 

▪ It has no cure. 

Huntington s effect: 
▪ It is an autosomal dominant genetic 

disorder which means, even if one parent 

carries the defective gene, their offspring 

has half the chance to inherit it. 

▪ Disease begins between 30 to 45 age and 

every individual having that gene will 

develop disease. 

▪ Afflicted individuals lose the ability to talk, 

walk, think and reason. 

Why in news? 

▪ Scientists from Delhi University found out 

a way to arrest the nerve cell damage. 

▪ They say that while the disease is still 

incurable, furthering of the brain damage 

can be stopped. 

The new solution 

▪ Increased insulin signalling helps in 

rejuvenation of brain s neuronal cells. 
▪ Enhanced insulin signalling leads to 

restoration of neuronal cells which are 

otherwise stressed due to the disease 

condition. 
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▪ Anti-diabetic drugs could also be used to 

enhance insulin signalling. 

What is insulin? 

▪ Insulin is a peptide hormone secreted by 

the pancreas which reduces the blood 

glucose level. 

Way Forward: 

▪ This Study is a serious breakthrough in battling Huntington s. 
▪ It has potential application when tested in 

higher organisms and in the use of anti-

diabetic drugs to treat Huntington s 
disease. 

 
 

Neanderthals hunted in bands, 

speared up close 
Who are Neanderthals? 

▪ Neanderthals are extinct species of 

Hominids that were the closest relatives to 

Humans. 

▪ They lived in parts of Europe and Asia 

from 300,000 to 30,000 years ago. 

Why in news? 

▪ A new study reveals that Neanderthals 

were capable of sophisticated, collective 

hunting strategies, which disproves the 

earlier assumption that they were not 

smart. 

Findings 

▪ Earlier, Neanderthals were found not to be 

smart to compete and lack culture. 

▪ Evidences of burial of the dead, tools, 

paintings of animal fresco on walls show 

their evolution and culture. 

▪ This took place 64,000 years ago or 20,000 

years before Homo sapiens arrived in 

Europe. 

▪ Hunting was done in teams and it was well 

planned. 

▪ Signs of cut lesions on fossils of a deer 

show their hunting was in groups. 

Human Connection and their extinction: 

• Human ancestors are said to have bred 

with Neanderthals. 

▪ Even though there are no physical 

evidence remains but with the help of 

modern technology, it has been proved. 

• The disappearance of Neanderthals still is 

an area of intensive research. 

 
 

Countering Autism  
What is autism? 

▪ A developmental disorder that affects 

communication and behaviour. 

▪ Symptoms occur generally in the first two 

years of life. 

▪ Leads to difficulty in communication and 

interaction with other people. 

▪ Restricted interests and repetitive 

behaviour. 

▪ Hurts person s ability to function properly. 
Why in news? 

▪ Gene editing explored ways to cure 

varying disorders. 

▪ Cas 9, a gene editing enzyme recently used 

to decrease the symptoms of autism. 

Gene Editing 

▪ It is a technique used to edit or restructure an organism s genes. 

▪ Done by employing a set of enzymes to cut, 

edit and paste the DNA. 

▪ Crispr (Clustered Regularly Interspaced 

Palindromic Repeats) was employed in 

this study. 

▪ Gene editing is done to achieve the gene to 

perform the desired task. 

Cas9 Autism reduction: 

• Cas 9 is injected in to the stratium, the part 

of brain which is linked to habits. 

• It regulates the part of brain responsible 

for the repetitive behaviour through gene 

editing.  
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Way forward: 

▪ Helps in treating other disorder and a 

magnitude of opportunity in research. 

 

Asteroid Ryugu 
What are asteroids? 

▪ Small rocky objects that orbit the sun. 

▪ Orbits similar to planets but smaller than 

them. 

▪ Found mainly in the asteroid belt, a region 

between Mars and Jupiter. 

▪ Asteroids are said to be left over from our 

solar system. 

Why in news? 

▪ Hayabusa-2 successfully landed on the 

asteroid Ryugu.  

▪ It will observe and take samples from it 

Hayabusa-2 

▪ It is an asteroid sample-return mission 

operated by the Japanese space agency, 

JAXA 

Asteroid Day: 

▪ UN international asteroids day first 

observed on June 30, 1908. 

▪ To raise awareness about the hazards of 

asteroid impact. 

▪ To develop Technological processes to 

counter it. 

Developments to Origin of Life: 

▪ The question of Origin of life and the solar 

system remains unsolved. 

▪ The samples to be taken from asteroid 

Ryugu can be a solution. 

▪ It could also helps in the question of life on 

other planets. 
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Environment 
 

Ethanol Blending 
What is ethanol blending? 

▪ Refers to blending petrol with ethanol. It 

makes a more eco-friendly fuel. 

▪ Molasses, a by-product of sugarcane 

industry is used in ethanol production. 

Why in news? 

▪ Union Government increased price of 

ethanol to Rs.43.7/ litre which is used in 

blending with petrol. 

Benefits to the Economy 

▪ Ethanol Blending helps in reduction of 

petroleum imports (India is almost 80% 

dependent on imports) 

▪ It is also a move towards Energy security. 

Impact on sugarcane industry and farmers 

▪ Farmers welcome the price rise and feel 

encouraged to grow more sugarcane. 

▪ This is a step towards doubling farmer s 
income by 2022. 

▪ The new policy on bio-fuels widening the 

raw materials, both the sugarcane 

industry and farmers having production 

surplus are eyeing a boost in their income 

generation. 

 

Gangetic Dolphins hunts 
River dolphins in India 

▪ River dolphins are fully aquatic mammals 

residing exclusively in freshwater and 

brackish water. 

▪ They are endangered in India. 

▪ South Asian river dolphin divided in to 

Indus river dolphin and Gangetic river 

dolphin. 

▪ Gangetic dolphins is the National Aquatic 

animal of India 

Why in news? 

▪ Researchers recently deciphered that river 

dolphins use multiple methods to hunt 

their prey.  

▪ Initially it was thought that echolocation 

was the only method they use to hunt. 

▪ Note that the Gangetic river dolphins are 

blind. 

Hunting Methods: 

▪ Echolocation is the use of sound waves to 

locate objects around the organism. 

▪ Researchers have found that they use 

different strategies at various depths. 

▪ Dolphins catch their prey by simply 

listening to surface swimming fish. 

▪ They use Echolocation for middle depth. 

▪ For bottom dwelling fish and shrimps, 

they use weak electrical signals. 

Concerns:  

▪ Mission Clean Ganga despite its positive 

effects poses a direct threat to the 

endangered Gangetic River Dolphin. 

▪ National waterways Act, 2016 has 

increased national waterways to 115.  

▪ Ships underwater noise makes hard for 

the fish by echolocation. 

▪ Shrinking habitats of River dolphins due 

development projects around river Ganga 

is of serious concern. 

 

Mycorrhizal fungi  
What is it? 

▪ It is the symbiotic relationship formed 

between the fungi and plants (host). 

▪ They form a network of filaments 

alongside with the plant roots and draw 

nutrients (nitrogen, phosphorous and 

potassium) from the soil that the root 

system would not be able to access 

otherwise. 

▪ In exchange, the fungi receives carbon 

from the plant for its own survival 

▪ This alliance stimulates plant growth and 

accelerates root developments. 

 
Why in news? 

▪ High levels of the nutrition elements like 

nitrogen and phosphorus in the 

mycorrhizae changes them to act as 
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pollutants rather than nutrients, finds a 

recent study. 

▪ Signs of malnutrition can be seen in the 

form of discoloured leaves and excessive 

falling of leaves 

What was observed? 

▪ The characteristics of the tree and the 

local environmental conditions like the 

atmospheric pollution and soil variables 

were the most important predictors of 

which species of mycorrhizae fungi would 

be present and their numbers.  

▪ These factors also proved to have a large 

impact on the fungi. 

What does the study imply? 

▪ The study talks about a possible link 

between pollution, soil, malnutrition, 

mycorrhizae and tree growth. 

 

Convention on Biological Diversity 

(CBD) 
What is CBD? 

▪ A multilateral treaty conceived at a United 

Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 

in 1988 

▪ It entered into force on 29 December 1993 

and is often seen as the key document 

regarding sustainable development. 

▪ India along with 195 other countries has 

ratified CBD.  

The 3 objectives 

1. The conservation of biological diversity 

2. The sustainable use of the components of 

biological diversity 

3. The fair and equitable sharing of the 

benefits arising out of the utilization of 

genetic resources 

-in other words, it is to develop national strategies 

for the conservation and sustainable use of 

biological diversity. 

Why in news? 

▪ An international team of scientists say that 

regulations arising out of CBD are 

hampering biodiversity research and 

preventing international collaborations. 

Nagoya Protocol 

▪ It is a supplementary agreement to CBD 

which is on: Access to Genetic Resources 

and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of 

Benefits Arising from their Utilization 

(ABS). 

▪ It was adopted in Nagoya, Japan in 2010 

and entered into force in October 2014 

▪ To put it simply, the Nagoya Protocol aims 

to ensure that developing nations benefit 

when their plants, animals or microbes are 

used by foreign scientists. 

How Nagoya Protocol hampers biodiversity 

research? 

▪ Nagoya Protocol mandates CBD 

signatories to frame national level 

legislations on the protocol. 

▪ As a consequence, it has become difficult 

to get field permit or access to sites for 

even the non-commercial research due to 

increased red-tape. 

▪ The researchers suggest the International 

Seed Treaty as a model for exchange of 

bio-materials for non-commercial 

research. 

International Seed Treaty 

▪ A comprehensive international agreement 

in congruence with the Convention on 

Biological Diversity 

▪ Aims at guaranteeing food security and 

sustainable use of the world's plant 

genetic resources for food and agriculture 

(PGRFA),  

▪ It also aims for a fair and equitable benefit 

sharing arising from its use, including farmer s rights in traditional knowledge, 
benefit sharing and decision making. 

▪ The Treaty establishes the Multilateral 

System of Access and Benefit-sharing to 

facilitate plant germplasm exchanges and 

benefit sharing through Standard Material 

Transfer Agreement (SMTA). 

 

Mesoamerican Reef 

What is a reef? 

▪ It is a line of sharp rocks, often made 

of corals, rocks or sand near the surface of 

the sea. 

▪ They may be formed from abiotic factors 

(deposition of sand/rocks) or biotic 

factors (Coral formation) 

Type of reefs 
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Reefs are of different types: Fringing reef, Barrier 

reef, Atolls, and Patch Reef 

▪ Fringing reefs  
o The most common type of reef that 

we see, which grows near the 
coastline around islands & 
continents. They are separated 
from the shore by narrow, shallow 
lagoons.  

▪ Barrier reefs  
o Also runs parallel to the coastline, 

but are separated by deeper, wider 
lagoons. At their shallowest point, they can reach the water s surface forming a barrier  to navigation.  

▪ Patch reefs  
o Small, isolated reefs that grow up 

from the bottom of the island 
platform or continental shelf. They 
occur between fringing reefs and 
barrier reefs and rarely reach the 
surface of the water. 

▪ Atolls  
o They are rings of coral that create 

protected lagoons and are usually 
located in the middle of the sea. 
Atolls usually form when islands 
surrounded by fringing reefs sink 
into the sea.  

Mesoamerican Reef 

▪ Also known as The Great Mayan Reef ,  

▪ Spread along the Central American coasts 

of Mexico, Belize, Guatemala, & Honduras. 

▪ It is about 1000 km in length, and the 

second largest reef in the world right next 

to the Great Barrier Reef of Australia 

(2300 km) and the largest barrier reef in 

the western hemisphere. 

 
Why in news? 

▪ The Mesoamerican Reef has been removed from the UNESCO s list of World Heritage 
Sites in-danger. 

▪ It was initially placed in the list because of Belize s plan to allow oil exploration close 

by. 

▪ An informal referendum saw the people of 

Belize vote 96% against the oil exploration 

in favour of the reef, after which the 

government took steps to preserve it. 

World Heritage in-danger list 

▪ Compiled by UNESCO, through the World 

Heritage Committee, which also compiles 

the World Heritage Sites list, as per the 

World Heritage Convention. 

Why is listing in the World Heritage Site so 

important? 

▪ Listing enables the World Heritage 

Committee to allocate funds to help 

protect a site.  

▪ It would also alert the international 

community to contribute funds/technical 

expertise to save an endangered site. 

▪ Ultimately, the listing is an honour and 

enhances the tourism of the respective 

country. 

What does listing in the in-danger imply? 

▪ The "in danger" list is designed to tell the 

international community about the 

conditions that threaten the very 

characteristics for which a property/site 

was added to the World Heritage List in 

the first place 

▪ A country can ask for one of its sites to be 

listed in order to receive help to address 

the threats. 

▪ The list is intended to increase 

international awareness of the threats and 

to encourage counteractive measures 

What happens if a site is de-listed? 

▪ If a site loses the characteristics which 

determined its inscription on the World 

Heritage List, it could be deleted from both 

the List of World Heritage in Danger and 

the main World Heritage List. 

▪ Such a removal from both lists has 

happened only twice so far: 

o Arabian Oryx Sanctuary - because 

the Oman government reduced its 

size by 90% 

o Dresden Elbe Valley – due to the 

construction of 

the Waldschlösschen 

Bridge river crossing. 
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Culture 
 

Shyama Prasad Mookerjee 
▪ A politician, barrister and academician. 

▪ He quit the Indian National Congress and 

founded the right wing nationalist 

Bharatiya Jana Sangh, a predecessor to the 

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), in 1951. 

Achievements  

▪ Active in Asiatic Society of Calcutta as well 

as was a member of the Court and the 

Council of the Indian Institute of Science, 

Bangalore  

▪ Elected as member of the Legislative 

Council of Bengal. 

▪ Served as Minister for Industry and Supply 

in Jawaharlal Nehru's cabinet. 

▪ Strongly opposed Article 370  

Commemoration 

▪ The Government of India has named a 

rural infrastructure development scheme 

after him: Shyama Prasad Mukherji 

Rurban Mission (SPMRM) 

Why in news? 

▪ PM Modi, remembers Shyama Prasad 

Mookerji on his death anniversary 

 

International Widows  Day  
▪ The International Widows  Day IWD  was established by The Loomba Foundation   
▪ It is also observed by United Nations every 

year on June 23  

▪ Aims to give special recognition to the 

situation of widows of all ages & across 

regions & cultures.  

Why in news? 

▪ The Vice President of India took part in an 

event held on the occasion of International Widows  Day. 
Significance  

▪ The day is an opportunity for action 

towards achieving full rights and 

recognition for widows – too long 

invisible, uncounted and ignored. 

▪ The significance of 23rd June is that, it was 

on that day in 1954 that Shrimati Pushpa 

Wati Loomba, mother of the foundation's 

founder, Lord Loomba, became a widow. 

Empowering widows 

▪ Through access to adequate healthcare, 

education, decent work, full participation 

in decision-making and public life, and 

lives free of violence and abuse. 

 

Amarnath Yatra 

▪ Amarnath Yatra (or Amarnath Pilgrimage) 

starts every year around the month of 

August. 

▪ Hindu pilgrims trek to the Amarnath cave 

located in J&K at an altitude of 3,888m, 

141 km from Srinagar. 

▪ The Amarnath cave is accessible only 

during the summer months. 

Why in news? 

▪ Incessant rain has made the Yatra to have 

a sluggish start this year. 

Geographical aspects 

▪ The Shiva lingam is a depositional 

landform known as stalagmite. 

▪ Also it is an important peak in the 

Himalayas south of Zojila pass. 

What is a Stalagmite? 

▪ A stalagmite is a mound of mineral 

deposits that rises from the floor of the 

cave because of the dripping from the 

ceiling. 

 
Cultural significance 

▪ Amarnath yatra is one of the most 

celebrated pilgrimages amongst Hindus. 

▪ Apart from Hindus, the yatra always 

involves the Muslim community in that 

area providing all kinds of services from 

palanquins, tent services, in assisting 

trekking and catering. 
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Miscellaneous 
 

Grandmaster in Chess 
Who is a Grandmaster? 

• Grandmaster is the highest title a chess 

player can attain (Apart from World 

Champion) 

• The title is awarded to chess players by 

the World Chess Federation, 

headquartered at Athens, Greece. 

Why in news? 

▪ India s R. Praggnanandhaa became the World s second youngest chess 
Grandmaster, at the age of 12 years, 10 

months and 13 days. 

▪ Sergey Karjakin at the age of 12 years and 

7 months is the youngest chess 

Grandmaster. 

 

 

Delhi Metro 

▪ Delhi Metro network is set to become 5th 

largest in world after Beijing, London, 

Shanghai and New York. 

Why in news? 

▪ The Prime Minister inaugurated an 11km 

section of Delhi Metro's Green Line 

connecting the capital city with Haryana. 

About  

▪ Delhi Metro was opened in 2002. 

▪ Currently covers a total length of 288km 

with 208 stations. 

▪ Shanghai has the largest metro network 

covering 644km followed by Beijing with 

608km, London with 402km and New 

York with 394km. 

Other cities with Metro 

▪ Kolkata, Bengaluru, Chennai, Gurgaon, 

Mumbai, Jaipur, Kochi, Lucknow and 

Hyderabad. 
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News in-depth 

The Hindu & PIB 

Mohanpura irrigation project 

 

Why in news? 

▪ Mohanpura irrigation project was 

launched by the Prime Minister in Rajgarh 

district in Madhya Pradesh which will 

benefit 727 villages. 

▪ While inaugurating the project, the PM 

mentioned other initiatives that benefit 

the agriculture sector such as Soil health 

cards, Fasal Bima Yojana, e-NAM etc and 

also other empowerment schemes like 

Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana and 

Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana 

Soil Health Card Scheme (SHC) 

▪ A centrally-sponsored scheme launched in 

2015 in which a soil health card will be 

issued every 2 years. 

▪ It aims to help farmers to improve the 

productivity of farms by providing them 

basic information for use of nutrients or 

fertilizers. 

▪ Comes under the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmer s Welfare 

What do soil health cards measure? 

▪ Type of soil 

▪ Nutrient content 

▪ The fertilizer required 

▪ Crop suitability to ambient temperature 

and rainfall condition. 

Benefits of SHC 

▪ Crop-wise recommendations of nutrients 

and fertilizers required for the individual 

farms.  

▪ To improve productivity through 

judicious use of inputs. 

▪ Based on soil conditions and nutrient 

content mentioned in soil card the 

farmers can go for crop diversification. 

Pradhan Mantra Fasal Bima Yojana 

▪ Launched in 2016 by subsuming National 

Agriculture Insurance Scheme (NAIS) and 

Modified National Agriculture Scheme 

(MNAIS) 

▪ Ministry of Agriculture and Farmer s 
Welfare is the nodal ministry 

Objectives 

▪ To provide insurance coverage and 

financial support to the farmers in the 

event of failure of any of the notified crop 

as a result of natural calamities, pests & 

diseases. 

▪ To stabilize the income of farmers to 

ensure their continuance in farming. 

▪ To encourage farmers to adopt innovative 

and modern agricultural practices. 

▪ To ensure flow of credit to the agriculture 

sector. 

About the insurance 

▪ Uniform premium of only 2% to be paid by 

farmers for all Kharif crops, 1.5% for all 

Rabi crops and 5% for all annual 

commercial and horticultural crops. 

▪ Premium rates to be paid by farmers are 

very low and balance premium will be 

paid by the Government with no upper 

limit. 

▪ The use of technology will be encouraged 

(such as smart phone; remote sensing and 

drones) 

▪ Losses considered-Yield Losses, post-

harvest losses and localized natural 

calamities. 

How is Fasal Bima Yojana different from 

earlier crop insurance schemes? 

▪ No upper limit on government subsidy. 

▪ Mandatory use of technology for quick 

release of funds. 

▪ Consideration of local natural calamities. 
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National Agriculture Market (NAM) 

▪ A pan-India electronic trading portal 

which networks the existing APMC mandis 

to create a unified national market for 

agricultural commodities. 

▪ Comes under the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmer s Welfare.  
Objectives of NAM 

▪ A national e-market platform for 

transparent sale and price discovery. 

▪ Liberal licensing of traders/buyers and 

commission agents without any pre-

conditions (such as physical presence or 

possession of shop /premises in the 

market yard) 

▪ One license for a trader valid across all 

markets in the State 

▪ Harmonization of quality standards of 

agricultural produce. 

▪ Provision for quality testing infrastructure 

in every market to enable informed 

bidding by buyers. 

Benefits of NAM 

▪ Creating a unified market through online 

trading platform, both at State and 

National level. 

▪ Promotes uniformity, streamlining of 

procedures across the integrated markets. 

▪ Removes information asymmetry between 

buyers and sellers.  

▪ Promotes real time price discovery, based 

on actual demand and supply.  

▪ Promotes transparency in auction process. 

▪ Access to a nationwide market for the 

farmer with prices commensurate with 

quality of his produce  

▪ Online payment and availability of better 

quality produce and at more reasonable 

prices to the consumer. 

Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana 

▪ A scheme launched in 2016, by the 

Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas for 

providing LPG connections to women from 

Below Poverty Line (BPL) households. 

▪ 5 Cr LPG connections will be provided to 

BPL families with a support of Rs.1600 per 

connection in the next 3 years. 

▪ Identification of the BPL families will be 

done through Socio Economic Caste 

Census Data.  

▪ This is the 1st time there is a scheme under 

Ministry of Petroleum and Gas. 

Benefits of Ujjwala Yojana 

▪ Ensures women empowerment as the 

connections will be issued in the name of 

women of the households. 

▪ Safeguards the health of women & 

children by providing them with a clean 

cooking fuel  

▪ Reduce drudgery and the time spent on 

cooking.  

▪ Employment for rural youth in the supply 

chain of cooking gas 

 
Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana 

▪ Launched in 2015, the scheme aims to fund the unfunded  by bringing such 

enterprises to the formal financial system 

and extending affordable credit to them. 

About  

▪ It enables a small borrower to borrow 

loans up to Rs 10 lakhs for non-farm 

income generating activities.  

▪ MUDRA loans are extended by banks, 

NBFCs, MFIs and other eligible financial 

intermediaries as notified by MUDRA Ltd 

▪ The loans are offered under three 

categories: 

1. Shishu: Loans up to 50,000/- 

2. Kishor: Loans above 50,000/- and 

up to 5 lakh 

3. Tarun: Loans above 5 lakh and up 

to 10 lakh 
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Swachh Awards and Urban Development Projects 

 

Why in news? 

▪ PM inaugurated urban development 

projects like Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana 

(PMAY), Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-

National Urban Livelihoods Mission (DAY-

NULM) and gave away Swachh 

Survekshan-2018 Awards.  

▪ Swachh Survekshan-2018 Awards were 

given based on the Swachh Survekshan 

survey. 

▪ Top three cleanest cities are Indore, 

Bhopal and Chandigarh.  

▪ Top three states are Jharkhand, 

Maharashtra and Chhattisgarh. 

Swachh Survekshan Awards 

▪ To encourage large scale citizen 

participation and create awareness 

amongst all sections of society about the 

importance of working together towards 

making towns and cities a better place to 

live in.  

▪ To foster a spirit of healthy competition 

among towns and cities to improve their 

service delivery, towards creating cleaner 

cities.  

How are cities surveyed? 

▪ Part 1 – service level progress-data 

provided by municipal body 

▪ Part 2a- independent validation –negative 

marking if discrepancy found (based on 

part1) 

▪ Part 2b-data collection through direct 

observation 

▪ Part3-collection of direct citizen feedback. 

Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM) 

▪ Aims to achieve the vision of a Clean India  by nd October . 
▪ Two sub-Missions viz.  

o Swachh Bharat Mission (Rural) 

under Ministry of Drinking Water 

and Sanitation 

o Swachh Bharat Mission (Urban) 

under Ministry of Urban 

Development 

▪ To provide sanitation facilities to every 

family, including toilets, solid and liquid 

waste disposal systems, village cleanliness, 

and safe and adequate drinking water 

supply. 

Objectives of SBM 

▪ To eradicate the system of open defecation 

in India. 

▪ To convert the insanitary toilets into pour 

flush toilets. 

▪ To remove the system of manual 

scavenging. 

▪ To make people aware of healthy 

sanitation practices by bringing behavioral 

changes in people. 

▪ To link people with the programmes of 

sanitation and public health in order to 

generate public awareness. 

▪ To build up the urban local bodies strong 

in order to design, execute and operate all 

systems related to cleanliness. 

▪ To completely start the scientific 

processing, disposals reuse and recycling 

the Municipal Solid Waste. 

▪ To provide required environment for the 

private sectors to get participated in the 

Capital Expenditure for all the operations 

and maintenance costs. 

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban) 

▪ Launched by the Ministry of Housing and 

Urban Poverty Alleviation (MoHUPA) 

▪ Provision of Housing for All by 2022. 

▪ The scheme has 4 components 

Components  

▪ Slum rehabilitation of Slum Dwellers with 

participation of private developers using 

land as a resource 

▪ Promotion of Affordable Housing for 

weaker section through credit linked 

subsidy 

▪ Affordable Housing in Partnership with 

Public & Private sectors 

▪ Subsidy for beneficiary-led individual 

house construction /enhancement. 

Funding 

▪  components are Centrally Sponsored  except the credit linked subsidy  
component which funded directly by the 

central government. 

Centrally Sponsored Vs. Central Sector 
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▪ Funds for centrally sponsored schemes are 

allocated and shared by the centre and the 

state and implemented by the state 

▪ Funds for central sector schemes are 

allocated and implemented by the centre. 

Beneficiaries for PMAY 

▪ Includes Economically Weaker Section 

(EWS), low-income groups (LIGs) and 

Middle Income Groups (MIGs) 

▪ Annual income cap is up to Rs 3 lakh for 

EWS, Rs 3-6 lakh for LIG and Rs 6 + -18 

lakhs for MIG. 

In Situ Slum Redevelopment 

▪ It is based on Land as a resource with 

participation of private sector for 

providing houses to eligible slum dwellers.  

Credit Linked Subsidy 

▪ The loan up to Rs.6 Lakh with an interest 

rate of 6.5% for 20 years or more is 

provided to beneficiaries. The total 

interest subsidy under this scheme is 

Rs.2.30 Lakh. 

Affordable Housing through Partnership 

▪  Government provides financial assistance 

@Rs.1.5 Lakh per EWS house being built 

up to builders. 

Subsidy for Beneficiary-led individual house 

construction 

▪ The individual eligible families belonging 

to EWS categories are provided central 

assistance of Rs. 1.5 lakh. 

Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Urban 

Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NULM) 

▪ Implemented by Ministry of Housing and 

Urban Affairs 

Objectives 

▪ To reduce poverty and vulnerability of the 

urban poor households by enabling them 

to access gainful self-employment and 

skilled wage employment opportunities. 

▪ Providing shelters equipped with essential 

services to the urban homeless in a phased 

manner. 

▪ Address livelihood concerns of the urban 

street vendors by facilitating access to 

suitable spaces, institutional credit, social 

security and skills. 

Features  

▪ Imparting skills  

▪ Promotion of self-employment through 

setting up individual micro-enterprises 

and group enterprises with interest 

subsidy. 

▪ Training urban poor to meet the urban 

demand by imparting market oriented 

skills through City Livelihood Centres.  

▪ Enabling urban poor to form Self-Help 

Groups for meeting financial and social 

needs with a support of Rs.10,000/- per 

each group who would in turn would be 

helped with bank linkages 

▪ Development of vendor markets besides 

promotion of skills of vendors 

▪ Construction of permanent shelters for 

urban homeless. 

 

Rupee Depreciation 
 

What is Rupee Depreciation? 

▪ It is the loss of value of rupee against one 

or a basket of trading currency in a 

floating exchange regime. 

▪ Floating exchange regime is the one where 

the market forces like supply and demand 

in the international trade decides the 

value of a currency. 

Why in news? 

▪ The Indian currency (Rupee) has hit an all 

time low against the dollar. 

▪ It almost depreciated to the point where 

one dollar equals 69 rupees. 

Reasons for Depreciation 

▪ Rising crude oil prices. 

▪ Rising protectionism and US- China trade 

war. 

▪ Foreign Investors being net sellers sucking 

out money from the market. 

Consequences: 

▪ The Collapse in rupee makes the exports 

uncertain by inability to fix a price. 
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▪ Even though there is an increase in 

Exports in from 20.18% to 28.86% in May, 

there was an increasing Current Account 

Deficit. 

▪ Engineering exports, which accounts for 

more than 25% of Merchandise exports 

are in confusion over pricing 

complications due to rupee volatility. 

▪ The MSME in Engineering sectors are 

vulnerable since they could not make any 

advance or lengthy contracts in export 

business. 

▪ Federation of Indian Export Organisation 

(FIEO) says the depreciation is not 

supportive to exporters since other 

countries like china too face the same. 

▪ The spill over effect on bond and equity 

market leads to foreign investors selling 

them resulting in capital outflows. 

RBI s Role: 
▪ RBI intervened to arrest the depreciation 

by selling dollars through Public Sector 

Banks. 

▪ The all time high Forex reserves ($413bn) 

is used as a cushion to stop the rupee 

volatility. 

Moody s Prediction: 
▪ Moody s is a credit rating agency CRA  

which measures the credit worthiness of 

borrower. 

▪ Standards and Poor (S&P), Fitch ratings 

are some other reputed CRAs. 

▪ They Perform research in the global 

trends in trade and finance and provides 

report on regular basis. 

▪ Indian Rupee has depreciated 7% this 

making it the worst currency in Asia. 

▪ Moody s suggest that a depreciation by 
another 7% will also not hurt the growth 

prospects of the country. 

▪ This is due to India s low dependence on 
foreign currency borrowing and 

significant forex reserves.  

Way Forward: 

▪ Organisation of Petroleum Exporting 

Countries (OPEC) decision to increase 

production by 1 million barrels per day 

from July 1 will help in relaxing crude oil 

prices. 

 

A year of GST 

 

What is GST? 

▪ Goods and Service Tax (GST) is an indirect 

tax regime which is meant to subsume 

various indirect taxes under the centre 

and state government. 

▪ It was launched in July 2017. 

▪ It has 5 tax slabs- 0%, 5%, 10%, 18% and 

28%. 

▪ Expected outcomes-ease of doing 

business, higher tax collections, lower 

prices and make markets efficient. 

Implementation hurdles 

▪ GST rates were fixed late and industry 

could not price well in time. 

▪ Functioning of Goods and Services 

Network (GSTN) has been unsatisfactory 

due to problems or delay. 

▪ The system was complex as one had to file 

return 3 times a month and 17 times a 

year for each state the business was 

operating. 

▪ Small businesses could not give input tax 

credit and could not trade with other 

states. 

Changes 

▪ The implementation of e-way bill was 

postponed. 

▪ Tax rate for businesses under Composition 

schemes have been brought down. 

Effects  

▪ Contributed to inflation as services are 

now charged at 18%. 

▪ Input tax credit (ITC) mean to lower 

business cost and cascading effect has not 

worked. 

▪ The government has legislated anti-

profiteering clause to deal with misuse of 

ITC. 
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▪ Essential goods are exempt from GST 

however rise in other prices would 

automatically increase all prices. 

▪ Tax structure is complex as different rates 

are charged, gold has separate rate and 

petrol, alcohol and real estate are not 

under GST. 

▪ India has a partial GST with broken chains 

to fulfill policy objectives. 

Conclusion  

▪ GST is not bigger than the policy changes 

introduced in 1991. 

▪ It is not yielding more revenue to the 

government  

▪ Damaged the unorganized sector by 

disrupting employment and output. 

▪ There are a few gains however the 

economy is not going in right direction 

because of faulty design of GST. 

 

Financial Stability Report 
 

What is Financial Stability Report (FSR)? 

▪ The FSR reflects the overall assessment of India s financial health and its resilience to 

risks arising out of domestic and 

international factors. 

▪ Reserve bank of India (RBI) released the 

first of biannual publication of Financial 

Stability Report on 26th June, 17th in the 

series.   

Areas of Concern 

▪ The Report mainly highlights the stress on 

banking industry which looks in to 

mounting Gross Non-performing Advances 

(GNPAs) and reducing capitals.  

▪ The Government s responsibility in 
strengthening and reviving Public Sector 

Banks (PSBs) is highlighted. 

▪ The Global Spill over effects of the 

Advanced Economies monetary policy on 

the developing economies is also an 

important area to deal with. 

NPAs 

▪ An Asset including a leased asset becomes 

non-performing when it ceases to 

generate income for a bank.   

▪ Non-Performing Asset are also known as 

bad debts. 

▪ NPAs may include loans or advances given 

by banks over some assets, where the loan 

and interest amount exceeds the value of 

the assets when the borrower defaults to 

pay.   

Rising GNPAs and Provisioning 

▪ The Report warns of increasing GNPAs 

from 11.6% in March 2018 to 12.2% in 

March 2019, the highest level of bad debts 

in two decades.   

▪ 11 PSBs under Prompt Corrective Action  

may increase their NPAs form 21.0 in 

March 2018 to 22.3 in March 2019.   

▪ This was a serious reflection of the 

Scheduled Commercial Banks (SCBs) 

decline in profit making and also reduction 

in capital.   

▪ Provisioning was another reason for the 

decrease in banks profit ratio.   

What is provisioning? 

▪ Provisioning is RBIs Prudential norm in 

dealing with NPAs where a bank has to set 

aside funds equal to a percentage of their 

bad debts in order to balance the loss and 

this fund has to be form banks own fund 

(mostly profit). 

CRAR 

▪ Capital adequacy ratio (CAR) or Capital to 

risk weighed assets ratio (CRAR) is the 

outcome of 2007 financial crisis.   

▪ CRAR is the capital required by a bank in 

ratio to the riskiness of the loans or assets 

given by the bank.   

▪ The above factors of bad debts and erosion 

of profits lead to reduction in the capital of 

the SCBs, which leads to reduction of 

CRAR from 13.5% in March 2018 to 12.8% 

in March 2019.  

▪ Also six SCBs under PCA (Prompt 

Corrective Action) will be having a CRAR 

lesser than the mandatory 9% as per the 

Basel norms. 

What are Basel norms? 
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▪ The Basel norms are series of Global 

Standards provided to Strengthen Banking 

industry to avoid risks by maintaining a 

specific ratio of capital. 

Domestic Financial scenario 

▪ The Domestic Growth is positive with 

signs of Steadiness.  The GDP is favourable 

with 7.7 projections and even though the 

Public sector banks face hardships the 

growth seems unhindered.  

▪ But a benign Current Account Deficit and 

moderation in inflation are something to 

be cautious.   

Global Shocks 

▪ The Global growth remains positive only 

with the advanced economies policy 

implications leading to spill over effect 

over the developing countries.   

▪ Tightening of liquidity conditions 

alongside expansionary US monetary 

policy had wide implications on 

developing economies, especially India 

where capital outflows hurts the 

investment potential and Forex reserves.   

▪ Firming commodity prices, evolving 

geopolitical developments and rising 

protectionism started by China and now 

echoing from the US adds risks. 

Governance Issues 

▪ A major highlight of the FSR is that the 

PSBs are far more prone to fraud than the 

private banks. 

▪ This is significant in the light of the Punjab 

National Bank scam making more than 

85% of the frauds in overall credit of 65% 

linked to PSBs. 

▪ Addressing serious corporate governance 

issues and reducing operational risks are 

the simple and best solutions to arrest the 

PSBs declining health. 

Way Forward 

▪ The FSR highlighted the current scenario 

of the condition of domestic and Global 

financial health and also warned the 

upcoming issues in banking and other 

financial services. 

▪ Government s intervention is much 
needed to keep the GDP growth in right 

track  

▪ Also, recapitalisation apart from the 

ongoing reforms under Insolvency and 

Bankruptcy Code (IBC) could help the 

Economy stay in its course. 

 

Organ donation 

 

What is organ donation? 

▪ Organ donation is when a person allows 

an organ of theirs to be removed, legally, 

either by consent while the donor is alive 

or after death with the assent of the next 

of kin. 

▪ Donation may be for research, or, more 

commonly healthy transplantable organs 

and tissues may be donated to be 

transplanted into another person. 

Organs transplanted 

▪ Heart, Lung, Kidney, Pancreas, Liver, Small 

bowel, Heart valve, Cornea, Skin, Blood 

vessels, Spine bone, Disc tissue 

Organ donation in India 

▪ Every country goes through an evolution 

process in terms of organ donation, and 

this is different for each organ.  

▪ Kidney transplantation has been practiced 

in India for over 25 years and there is 

public confidence in the procedure and the 

massive waiting list is the proof. 

▪ On the other hand, liver transplant has 

improved greatly unlike how it was 10 

years back. 

▪ With increasing success, an increasing 

number of patients who need a liver and 

kidney transplant are getting waitlisted 

and irrespective of characteristics of 

donor organ a patient can be matched.  

▪ Cardiac and lung transplantation have 

been the last to develop in India and over 

the last two-three years, results have 

improved significantly with the influx of 

talented and trained surgeons. 
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▪ Waiting lists for heart transplantation are 

still small and not always possible to find a 

patient for a heart or lungs. 

North South divide 

▪ Tamil Nadu is the undisputed leader in 

organ donation in India. 

▪ Many southern States have successfully emulated Tamil Nadu s strategy and have 

developed organ donation programmes on 

their own. 

▪ In north India, organ donation is poor and 

there is influx of patients to southern 

states for organ transplantation. 

Government initiatives 

NOTTO 

▪ National Network division of NOTTO 

would function as apex centre for All India 

activities of coordination and networking 

for procurement and distribution of 

Organs and Tissues and registry of Organs 

and Tissues Donation and Transplantation 

in the country. 

Transplantation of Human Organs Act (THOA) 

1994 

▪ To provide a system of removal, storage 

and transplantation of human organs for 

therapeutic purposes and for the 

prevention of commercial dealings in 

human organs. 

▪ The act was amended in 2011; 

Transplantation of Human Organs 

(Amendment) Act 2011 covers more 

provisions pertaining to organ donation. 

National Organ Transplant Programme 

Objectives  

▪ To organize a system of organ and tissue 

procurement & distribution for 

transplantation. 

▪ To promote deceased organ and tissue 

donation. 

▪ To train required manpower. 

▪ To protect vulnerable poor from organ 

trafficking. 

▪ To monitor organ and tissue transplant 

services and bring about policy and 

programme corrections/ changes 

whenever needed. 

Issues  

▪ As these are largely performed in 

corporate hospitals, the costs in India are 

well beyond being affordable by a large 

majority of the local population.  

▪ This is where foreigner nationals who are 

often able to pay such sums receive 

organs. 

▪ Around 20% of living donor liver 

transplants performed in some of the large 

centres in India are also on foreigners 

▪ Unlike the liver and kidneys, a heart 

transplant cannot be performed with a 

living donor. 

▪ One-third of all hearts and lungs are still not being used due to lack of a suitable recipient . 
▪ Issue with heart and lung transplantation 

is the strict criteria for size and quality and 

the very tight timeframes within which 

these organs should be transplanted.  

▪ While a kidney can be preserved for 12-18 

hours and a liver for 8-12 hours, hearts 

and lungs should be transplanted within 

six hours, otherwise outcomes are likely to 

be poor. 

▪ So while sharing of livers and kidneys 

across the country is possible, it is very 

difficult as far as hearts and lungs are 

concerned it is restricted to adjacent 

states. 

What can be done to improve the situation?  

▪ A system of zonalisation across the 

country (like in the U.S.) can be developed 

so that more efficient sharing of organs 

across States is feasible, possibly with the 

development of a publicly-funded air 

ambulance service. 

▪ Organ donation is based on public trust 

that due process is being followed. The 

process should be made more transparent 

and accessible to the public 

▪ Hard policy changes that include  

o strengthening the capacity of the 

public sector 

o subsidizing transplantation  

o enabling affirmative action in the 

allocation process in favour of 

public hospitals 
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▪ Every fifth or sixth organ could be 

mandatorily allotted to a public hospital or 

the private centre can be asked to perform 

a certain proportion of transplants free. 

▪ An independent body can be setup to 

monitor donation process and organ 

allocation like in Tamil Nadu. 

Way forward 

▪ As public and physician confidence in the 

success of transplantation improves in 

India, the waiting list of Indian patients 

will increase and it will be possible to 

match every organ to a suitable Indian patient and foreigners won t come into the 
picture. 

 

Tainted by uranium 
 

Recent study 

▪ A study, published in Environmental 

Science and Technology Letters, has found 

widespread uranium contamination in 

groundwater from aquifers across 16 

states in India, much above the WHO 

provisional standard for the country of 30 

micrograms per liter. 

Where in India? 

▪ In a study in 2015 at Bangalore, it was 

found that uranium levels of over 2000 

mcg/l in the southern part of the city. 

▪ The Environmental Science paper 

identified two types of terrains with heavy 

contamination. 

▪ In Rajasthan and other northwestern 

regions, uranium occurs mostly in alluvial 

aquifers where data from 324 wells shows 

a high prevalence of uranium 

concentrations. 

▪ While in southern regions such as 

Telangana and Andhra Pradesh, crystalline 

rocks such as granite seem to be the 

source with concentrations over 500 

mcg/l 

Causes  

▪ Uranium is geogenic (naturally occurring). 

▪ Anthropogenic factors are: 

o Groundwater depletion causes 

oxidation conditions and inturn 

enhance uranium enrichment in 

the remaining water  

o Nitrate pollution 

Factors affecting occurrence of uranium  

▪ Amount of uranium contained in an 

aquifer's rocks 

▪ Water-rock interactions that cause the 

uranium to be extracted from those rocks 

▪ Oxidation conditions that enhance the 

extracted uranium's solubility in water 

▪ Interaction of the extracted uranium with 

other chemicals in the groundwater, such 

as bicarbonate, which can further enhance 

its solubility 

Effects  

▪ Studies have linked exposure to uranium 

in drinking water to chronic kidney 

disease. 

▪ The studies indicate that this is a chemical 

effect, rather than radiological. 

Mystery disease 

▪ In a survey conducted between 2005 and 

2010, an Indian registry found 8,385 CKD 

cases with no known cause.  

▪ One cluster of mystery disease, located in 

Srikakulam district in Andhra Pradesh, has 

stumped epidemiologists for years.  

▪ There could be a possible link between 

uranium contamination and the disease 

because these places have high levels of 

uranium contamination. 

What needs to be done? 

▪ Geochemistry and isotopic tools help us to 

better understand the process and 

conditions that control uranium 

occurrence in groundwater. 

▪ study strongly suggests the need for 

revision of the current water quality 

monitoring program in India,  

▪ evaluation of human health risks in areas 

of high uranium prevalence,  

▪ development of adequate remediation 

technologies, 
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▪ implementation of preventive 

management practices  

▪ Including a uranium standard in the 

Bureau of Indian Standards' Drinking 

Water Specification  

▪ establishing monitoring systems to 

identify at-risk areas,  

Way forward  

▪ The critical area of research is how 

uranium enters groundwater like in West 

Bengal, after a decade researchers found 

how groundwater got contaminated with 

arsenic which was a combination of 

geological and chemical factors.  

▪ Exploring new ways to prevent or treat 

uranium will help ensure access to safe 

drinking water for tens of millions in India 

 

Power for all 

 

▪ India has an installed capacity of 343GW 

of which around 60% is generated from 

thermal power plants. India is looking to 

diversify its energy sources from 

renewable energy.  

Crisis in power sector 

▪ The power sector is in crisis. State 

DISCOMs are reeling under huge debts. A 

significant amount of power generated is 

lost in transmission.  

Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti Yojana 

▪ The government launched Deen Dayal 

Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti Yojana, an 

ambitious scheme to electrify all the 

villages in the country.  

▪ Under the scheme, feeder separation was 

envisaged to ensure sufficient power to 

farmers and regular supply to consumers.  

▪ The expected outcome of the scheme was 

to improve the overall quality of life in 

villages with increase in agricultural 

production, new business, education etc.  

▪ As per the definition, electrification of 

villages means that 10% of households 

and public institutions like schools etc. 

have electricity.  

▪ So even on the success of the scheme, 

there were many households without 

electricity.  

Saubhagya Scheme 

▪ To plug in the flaws mentioned above, the 

government launched the Pradhan Mantri 

Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojana or Saubhagya  

with the objective of providing electricity 

connections to all willing households in 

both rural and urban areas by December 

2018.  

▪ As per data from the National Power 

Portal, as on date 87% of households have 

been electrified under the Saubhagya 

scheme. 

Promise of electrification 

▪ The Centre has claimed 100% 

electrification of all villages and 87% of all 

households across the country.  

▪ It has said that all households will be 

electrified by the year end. 

Reality check 

▪ In reality, villages/households electrified as per data don t have power supply for 

various reasons. 

▪ Electrification infrastructure such as 

cables and transformers were stolen days 

after they were installed 

▪ Electricity was supplied for just a few 

hours a day. 

▪ Discoms or (Distribution Companies) are 

still very inefficient, with the costs they 

incur in the transmission far outweighing 

their revenue 

Trouble with Discoms 

▪ Discoms right now are not ready to 

provide 24x7 power, for two reasons, as 

most of them are not financially capable to 

do this  

▪ Only some discoms have the infrastructure 

to supply good quality power on a 

sustained basis. 

Measures to improve power sector 
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▪ The situation is rapidly improving under 

the Ujwal Discom Assurance Yojana 

(UDAY), debts of discoms have reduced. 

▪ Transmission infrastructure needs to be 

upgraded to minimize losses. 

▪ Smart metering should be installed. 

▪ Consumers should be incentivized to use 

roof top solar power. 

▪ The share of renewable energy which is 

currently 20% of installed capacity should 

be increased 

▪ Use of energy efficient appliances so that 

power demand is reduced. 
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Yojana (June) – Part II 
 

Continuation of Umbrella Scheme Green Revolution – Krishonnati Yojana  

 

Introduction 

▪ Recently the Cabinet Committee on 

Economic Affairs has given its approval for the Umbrella Scheme Green Revolution – Krishonnati Yojana  beyond the th plan 
for the period 2017-18 to 2019-20. 

About the Scheme  

▪ The Umbrella scheme comprises of 11 

Schemes/Missions. These schemes look to 

develop the agriculture and allied sector in 

a holistic and scientific manner to increase 

the income of farmers by enhancing 

production, productivity and better 

returns on produce. 

Schemes within the Umbrella Schemes 

Mission for Integrated Development of 

Horticulture (MIDH)  

▪ Aims to promote holistic growth of 

horticulture sector; to enhance 

horticulture production, improve 

nutritional security and income support to 

farm Households. 

National Food Security Mission (NFSM), & 

National Mission on Oil Seeds and Oil Palm 

(NMOOP)  

▪ Aims to increase production of rice, wheat, 

pulses, coarse cereals and commercial 

crops, through area expansion and 

productivity enhancement in a suitable 

manner 

▪ Further aims to augment the availability of 

vegetable oils and to reduce the import of 

edible oils. 

National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture 

(NMSA) 

▪ Aims at promoting sustainable agriculture 

practices best suitable to the specific agro-

ecology focusing on integrated farming, 

appropriate soil health management and 

synergizing resource conservation 

technology. 

Sub-Mission on Agriculture Extension (SMAE)  

▪ Aims at achieving food and nutritional 

security and socio-economic 

empowerment of farmers, to 

institutionalize programme planning and 

implementation mechanism, to forge 

effective linkages amongst various 

stakeholders, to support HRD 

interventions, to promote innovative use 

of electronic / print media, interpersonal 

communication and ICT tools, etc. 

Sub-Mission on Seeds and Planting Material 

(SMSP) 

▪ Aims to strengthen and modernizing 

infrastructure for seed production, 

storage, certification and quality etc 

Sub-Mission on Agricultural Mechanisation 

(SMAM) 

▪ Aims to increase the reach of farm 

mechanization to small and marginal 

farmers and to the regions where 

availability of farm power is low. 

Sub-Mission on Plant Protection and Plant 

Quarantine (SMPPQ) 

▪ Aims to minimize loss to quality and yield 

of agricultural crops from diseases and to 

prevent the spread of alien species, to 

facilitate exports of Indian agricultural 

commodities to global markets, and to 

promote good agricultural practices, 

particularly with respect to plant 

protection strategies 

Integrated Scheme on Agriculture Census, 

Economics and Statistics (ISACES) 

▪ It aims to undertake the agriculture 

census, to undertake research studies on 

agro-economic problems of the country, to 

improve agricultural statistics 

methodology  etc. 

Integrated Scheme on Agricultural 

Cooperation (ISAC) 

▪ It aims to provide financial assistance for 

improving the economic conditions of 

cooperatives, remove regional imbalances 

etc. 

Integrated Scheme on Agricultural Marketing 

(ISAM) 
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▪ To develop agricultural marketing 

infrastructure 

▪ To promote innovative and latest 

technologies and competitive alternatives 

in agriculture marketing infrastructure 

▪ To provide infrastructure facilities for 

grading, standardization and quality 

certification of agricultural produce 

▪ To establish a nation-wide marketing 

information network; to integrate markets 

through a common online market platform 

to facilitate pan-India trade in agricultural 

commodities, etc 

National e-Governance Plan (NeGP-A)  

▪ Aims to bring farmer centricity & service 

orientation to the programmes 

▪ To enhance reach & impact of extension 

services 

▪ To build upon, enhance & integrate the 

existing ICT initiatives of Centre and States 

▪ To enhance efficiency & effectiveness of 

programs through making available timely 

and relevant information to the farmers 

for increasing their agriculture 

productivity. 

 

Development through Digitisation 
 

The 4th Industrial Revolution 

▪ The world is getting digitised at a rapid 

pace, the great pace of digital data 

generation, dropping  cost of data storage 

and computer infrastructure have enabled 

digitisation at unprecedented levels, and is 

now being termed as the 4th industrial 

revolution. 

Digital India 

▪ The government had launched a number 

of e-governance and digitalization 

programs which were all brought under 

the fold of the Digital India programme. 

▪ In the last few years, governance in India 

across sectors has been redefined through 

the rapid use of technology, which is 

reshaping the way the government 

designs and implements policies.  

Transforming e-governance For Transforming 

governance 

31 Mission Mode plans were launched under the 

e-Kranti, the National e-governance 2.0 

programme (NeGP). All e-governance projects 

now follow the key principles of e-kranti, namely: 

1. Transformation and Not Translation 

2. Integrated services and not individual 

services 

3. Government Process Reengineering to be 

mandatory in every MMP 

4. ICT infrastructure on demand 

5. Cloud by Default 

6. Mobile First 

7. Fast tracking approvals 

8. Mandating standards and protocols 

9. Language Localisation 

10. National Geospatial Information System 

11. Security and Electronic data preservation 

Direct Benefit Transfer 

▪ India has combined the use of unique 

biometric identifiers and financial 

inclusion for effectiveness in social 

benefits and to reduce the vast number of 

illegitimate beneficiaries, under welfare 

programmes. 

▪ DBT has been implemented for over 400 

schemes and has helped to a huge extent 

in reducing leakages and identifying fake 

and duplicate beneficiaries. 

JAM Trinity 

▪ Through Jan Dhan Yojana, the proportion 

of Indian adults with bank accounts has 

increased from 53% in 2014 to 80% in 

2017. 

▪ It has been the single largest factor leading 

to expansion Financial Inclusion. 

▪ 'Jan-Dhan Aadhaar and Mobile Trinity' 

form the basic infrastructure of India's 

Stack services - e-KYC, e-Sign, UPI, 

Digilocker etc.  

Public Financial Management System (PFMS) 

▪ The PFMS has led to the creation of a 

financial management platform for all plan 

schemes . This has led to increased 

efficiency in the management of funds. 
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Government e-Marketplace (GeM) 

▪ It is used for the single window online 

procurement of commonly used, small 

value goods and services.  

▪ GeM allows direct purchase, e-bidding, 

reverse e-auction, online registration etc. 

for government users, product sellers and 

service providers. 

UPI and BBPS  

▪ Unified Payment Interface and Bharat Bill 

Payment System provide a platform for 

many private sector apps, which have 

significantly eased citizen's bill payments 

towards services provided by the 

government. 

▪ Digital Payments transactions have 

become extremely simple due to the 

launch of Bharat Interface for Money 

(BHIM UPI), Google Tez, Whatsapp 

payment etc.  

▪ BBPS has more than doubled the number 

of Bills paid digitally from April 2017. 

PRAGATI 

▪ The Proactive Governance and Timely 

Implementation programme (PRAGATI) 

provides for digital monitoring. 

▪ It allows the PM to directly deal with 

senior central and state officers to review 

and evaluate the progress of Social sector 

schemes and Infrastructure projects. 

Ayushman Bharat Scheme 

▪ The Scheme will digitally link primary and 

community health centres with district 

hospitals.  

▪ Along with 5 lakh health insurance which 

will cover 50 crore Indians.   

▪ Will ensure health care through a cashless, 

paperless, portable scheme. 

Digital Transformation 

▪ The digitalization of a collection of direct 

taxes has helped the Income Tax 

Departments register a growth of 26%. 

▪ The rollout of GST has resulted in a 50% 

increase in unique Tax Payers. 

▪ This translates to a substantial 3.4 Million 

new indirect Tax payers leading to the 

radical formalisation of the economy. 

 Conclusion - Impact of Frontier Technology 

▪ An International study states that digital 

transformation will add $154 Bn to India's 

GDP by 2021, increasing the growth rate 

by 1% annually. 

▪ In 2017 about 4% of the GDP was derived 

from digital products and services.  

▪ The govt is exploring the use of new 

technologies and their potential adoption 

in its programmes and schemes.   

▪ In this direction, NITI Ayog has been 

mandated with the task of developing the 

National Programme on Artificial 

Intelligence.  
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RSTV Corner 
 

A Debate on Article 370 
 

History of Article 370 

▪ Art 370 gives special status to Jammu & 

Kashmir (This was promised when the 

article was added to the Indian 

Constitution during accession of J&K after 

independence that it would be a 

temporary provision) 

▪ Though the provision seemed valid during 

the time of accession, the question of 

whether the Article has really helped with 

the integration of J& K with other states 

has come up time and again.  

Special Status-in laws 

▪ Art 370 creates an exemption to general 

laws of the parliament.  

▪ For a law of the parliament to be 

applicable in J&K, it needs the ratification 

from the state.  

▪ Also, concurrent list is not applicable.  

Kashmir Conundrum 

▪ There has been some questioning 

regarding the continuance of Article 370as 

well. 

▪ On the other hand, diluting it or removal of 

Article 370 also has shown threats of 

increased disturbances in the state. 

Government s stance 

▪ Government appointed interlocutor Mr 

.Dineshwar Sharma will be studying the 

situation. 

▪ The government has earlier told the SC 

that it is ready to scrap Article 35 A that 

gives special status to permanent 

residents of the state. 

Negatives of special status 

▪ On occasions the J&K government has 

used the Art 370 to call the CM as PM  

▪ Also, sometimes, permits were made 

essential for other state citizens to enter 

J&K 

▪ A thorough study on whether it has done 

more bad than good has to be done; like 

most of the fundamental rights including 

RTI is not applicable to J&K and 

Prevention of corruption act is not 

applicable to J&K. 

▪ Due to the conditions prevalent during the 

time of accession J&K was given special 

status and revoking it without consent of 

the people would cause trust deficit; 

would cause sense of alienation. 

Positives of the special status 

▪ J&K is in a strategic location and hence its 

spl status cannot be totally named 

unnecessary. 

▪ There are other states as well having 

special status under Art 371. 

▪ To revoke the special status, it requires a 

strong study, strong political will and 

wisdom and most importantly, the consent 

of the people. 

What can be done?  

▪ Local government elections need to be 

conducted.  

▪ Employment generation and livelihood 

projects should be implemented. 

▪ Bringing trust among the people through 

social and civil society and economic 

development which would reduce the feel 

of alienation.  

▪ Action on the ground by GOI is the right 

way to seek Art 370 to be revoked 

 

The Lacunae of Plastic Ban 

 

Maharashtra s plastic ban 

▪ The PM has called for total ban of single 

use of plastics by 2022 and Maharashtra 

has called for total ban of single use plastic 

last week. 

What plastics are banned? 
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▪ Carry bags <50 microns is banned and 

single use plastics.  

▪ These cannot be recycled and usually 

dumped on land.  

Problems arising out of the ban 

▪ 4 million job losses.  

▪ Losses to industry 

▪ Small retailers cannot afford alternatives 

to plastic. 

▪ Ultimately, banning is certainly not an 

effective solution. 

Alternatives to the ban 

▪ Better waste management  

▪ Proper segregation  

▪ Buy back mechanism 

▪ Polluter pay principle 

▪ Technology to recycle has to be adopted 

though initial cost is high. 

▪ Social engineering campaign has to be 

done. 

Way forward 

▪ Total ban is effective only for few days. 

▪ One stop ban cannot be a solution step by 

step action needs to be taken with 

initiatives of behavioural change. 

 

Social Media 
 

What is the issue? 

▪ With online social media account to almost 

everyone and the world getting 

interconnected together on one platform 

like Facebook or twitter, the information 

and social life has become simple and 

complicated and the same time. 

▪ While social platforms have an advantage 

of the ability to connect millions, the 

anonymity it offers have given rise to 

threats like spread of hate speech, trolling 

and fake news. 

Is social media totally bad? 

▪ Not exactly. During the Chennai flood, 

citizens marked themselves as safe  on 

Facebook when phone connections did not 

work. 

▪ Blood donations are done by marking as 

blood donor. 

▪ World diplomacy is done through twitter 

by most world leaders. 

▪ Ability to connect and spread people s 
voice directly is one of the greatest 

advantages of social media. 

But.. 

▪ Hate speech, fake news and trolling under 

anonymity are the biggest threat. 

▪ Celebrities and especially women are 

targeted and abused for their voice of 

opinion. 

▪ Even if damaging contents are removed 

after getting reported, because it s a social 
platform the damage is already done. 

Difficulties in securing a safe internet 

▪ IT Act, 2006, IPC sections and various 

other acts on content specific issues 

already exists, but since there is no single 

stakeholder the implementation faces 

many challenges. 

▪ Another challenge in framing a stringent 

law is it may lead to curtailment of 

freedom of speech and expression.  

Way forward 

▪ Stringent action in case of personal abuse 

and blocking the content within 24 hrs is 

the way forward. 

 

China s +  dialogue 
 

What is 2+1 dialogue? 

▪ Recently the Chinese ambassador to India 

remarked the willingness of China to hold 

trilateral talk between India, China and 

Pakistan on the side-lines of the SCO 

(Shanghai Cooperation Organisation) 

summit. 
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▪ Recently India and Pakistan became 

members of the organisation SCO. 

What is Shanghai Cooperation Organisation? 

▪ A Eurasian political, economic, 

and security organisation, the creation of 

which was announced on 15 June 2001 

in Shanghai, China by the leaders 

of China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, 

Tajikistan, Uzbekistan  

▪ Recently India and Pakistan became full 

members. 

India s stance 

▪ India from the very beginning has strongly 

expressed that India-Pakistan issues are 

purely bilateral and there is no need of 

involvement of the third country in it. 

▪ Last year too China had expressed that it is 

ready to rename CPEC (China Pakistan 

Economic corridor) as China Pakistan 

India Economic corridor. 

▪ But from the start of CPEC India has 

expressed concerns of breach of 

sovereignty as it passes through PoK 

(Pakistan occupied Kashmir) regions 

which are disputed territory between 

India and Pakistan. 

▪ China needs to be more sensitive on the 

sovereignty and terrorist issues that India 

is facing before such statements are made. 

 

Data: The New King 

 

VoIP 

▪ The telecom department recently issued 

amendments to Unified Access to Service 

License to enable the telecom providers to 

offer Internet Telephony or Voice over 

Internet Protocol (VoIP).  

▪ Using VoIP consumers would be able to 

make phone calls through Apps of certified 

service providers to use the internet 

service provided by other service 

providers or Wi-fi. 

Advantages 

▪ This move would increase the success of 

call rates. 

▪ Usage of data services would improve. 

▪ Indoor and poorly connected areas can be 

easily covered.  

▪ With evolution of 3G and 4G, call 

frequencies have almost became full and 

hence VoIP would help in sustaining the 

costumers in Data purchase. 

▪ It s a win-win situation for both service 

provider and the customer. 

Areas of concern 

▪ Some telecom service providers have 

expressed concern over imbalanced 

competition.  

▪ But since the amended rules are uniformly 

applicable to all service providers the 

competition would not be negatively 

affected. 

Way Forward 

▪ With the ground set ready for 5G launch 

by 2020, VoIP is a right policy decision to 

enable value added services at a faster 

speed to the consumer and profit to the 

service provider. 
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AIR: News Analysis 

OPEC Meeting 

 

OPEC 

▪ The OPEC is an intergovernmental 

organization of 14 oil-exporting 

developing nations that coordinates and 

unifies the petroleum policies of its 

member countries. 

Cut in production  

▪ About a year ago the OPEC countries 

agreed to cut down production by 1.8 

million barrels per day due to the drastic 

fall in crude oil prices.  

▪ However there were supply disruptions 

from countries like, Venezuela, Libya and 

Angola which caused the short fall in the 

daily output of to rise further to about 2.8 

million barrels a day. 

▪ As a result of this supply short fall the 

crude oil prices began to rise.  

Response from international community 

▪ The OPEC countries prodded by Russia 

and requested by USA, China and India 

(The three largest oil importing countries) 

are now considering the question of 

increasing the output by a small margin so 

as to address the supply deficit and cool 

down the rapidly heating market. 

Stability over Overheating 

▪ OPEC countries are also motivated by the 

fear that the recent trend of price rise can 

over heat the market which may not be 

good for the long term. 

▪ The OPEC led by Saudi Arabia and 

supported by Russia has taken the stance 

for increasing the oil output by 1 million 

barrel per day. This will have a positive 

impact on the global crude oil prices.  

Step-by-step increase in production 

▪ The production enhancement plan will be 

implemented in a graded and phased 

manner such that the Crude oil price 

remains stable and reasonable and at the 

same time the oil exporting countries are 

able to profit without further overheating 

the market. 

Iran's Stance 

▪ Iran which is the 3rd largest producer of 

crude oil in the OPEC  and has been hit 

with US sanction recently feels that it may 

not be able to make up the losses it will 

incur if the oil production goes up and 

prices come down. 

▪ The available reports suggest that Iran 

may fall in line provided that the crude oil 

price stabilizes around 70$ per barrel. 

Global Stance 

▪ The Global economic situation has become 

fragile after the US initiatives on tariffs.  

▪ The imminent trade war has made the 

global economy uncertain with the 

possibility of retaliation from China and 

Europe, even India has threatened to 

impose higher tariffs on many US items.  

▪ In these circumstances, the rising oil 

prices have only added to the growing 

uncertainty. 

Oil producer s stance 

▪ Countries in which crude oil is the key 

foreign exchange earning source and also 

the main source of revenue such as Saudi 

Arabia, Iran, Russia have a stake on a 

reasonable level of crude oil price because 

they do not want a situation where the 

market is overheated to a point where it 

crashes. 

Impact on India 

▪ USA, China and Japan and India are the top 

four crude oil importing countries.  

▪ Last year India's crude oil import bill was 

about $ 80 billion, it is feared that it may 

soon go up to $ 120 billion.  

▪ In the last few days domestic petrol prices 

reached a five year high.  

What does the Monetary Policy Committee 

say? 

▪ The Monetary Policy committee has also 

flagged the issue of rising crude oil prices.  

▪ They have unanimously agreed that the 

crude oil prices are upsetting calculations 

on inflation anchoring. 
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▪ They have reiterated that because of the 

rising crude oil prices they need to be 

careful and so they have to raise the 

interest rates as a precautionary measure. 

Way Forward 

▪ Experts are of the opinion that that if 

crude oil price stabilises around 70 $ per 

barrel, Indian economy along with other 

oil importing countries will be benefitted. 

▪ The Finance Minister has recently 

remarked that reducing duties on petrol 

and diesel at this point in time will be 

highly detrimental because it will damage 

the fiscal consolidation plan, and have an 

unfavorable impact on the   Current 

account Deficit.  

▪ Even if it is done, we will only be 

increasing inputs which will mean a draw 

on the FOREX reserves, depreciation of 

currency which will have a negative 

impact at the macroeconomic level. 

▪ In the long term, reforms in Petrol Pricing, 

moving away from trade parity based 

pricing, inclusion under GST, can be 

implemented.  

▪ In the short term, if the OPEC decides to 

resume production a major hump will be 

crossed on the challenges coming from 

crude oil.  

▪ It will also motivate the MPC to take a 

fresh look at the Inflation projection and 

the challenges it faces to give a further 

boost to the economic growth potential of 

our country. 

 

Initiatives for Farmers Welfare 
 

Introduction  

▪ Agriculture has been accorded a high 

priority by this government. Numerous 

schemes have been launched.  

▪ Recently the PM had a two way dialogue 

with 400 Krishi Vikas Kendras through 

which he directly explained to thousands 

of farmers the numerous schemes and 

policies related to agriculture. 

Information - A key tool in doubling farmer s 

income 

▪ Farmers should be aware of the govt 

measures and all the extension services 

such as technology, marketing and 

institutional support etc available to them 

to fully benefit from them.  

▪ The PM s interaction with thousands of 

farmers was a landmark event in this 

regard.  

Irrigation 

▪ More than 50% of arable land in India is 

still un-irrigated.  

▪ The government has undertaken some key 

steps aimed at increasing the area under 

cultivation through the Pradhan Mantri 

Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY) 

▪ There is an emphasis on Drip and 

sprinkler irrigation which greatly help in 

increasing productivity, reducing 

production costs and improving soil 

health. 

Components of PMKSY 

▪ Accelerated Irrigation Benefit Programme 

(AIBP): To focus on faster completion of 

ongoing Major and Medium Irrigation 

including National Projects. 

▪ PMKSY (Har Khetko Pani): Creation of new 

water sources through Minor Irrigation 

(both surface and groundwater) 

▪ PMKSY (Per Drop More Crop): Promoting 

efficient water conveyance and precision 

water application devices like drips, 

sprinklers, pivots, rain - guns in the farm 

(Jal Sinchan); 

▪ PMKSY (Watershed Development): 

Effective management of runoff water and 

improved soil & moisture conservation 

activities 

Soil Health Card (SHC) 

▪ SHCs will carry crop-wise 

recommendations of nutrients and 

fertilizers required for the individual 

farms to help farmers to improve 
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productivity through the judicious use of 

inputs. 

Neem Coated Urea 

▪ Government has mandated all indigenous 

producers of Urea to produce 100% of 

urea as Neem coated urea only 

▪ This primarily aimed at controlling the 

diversion of urea for other purposes. 

Minimum Support Price (MSP) 

▪ MSPs are announced by the Government 

of India at the beginning of the sowing 

season for certain crops on the basis of the 

recommendations of the Commission for 

Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP).  

▪ It is a form of market intervention by the 

Government of India to insure agricultural 

producers against any sharp fall in farm 

prices. 

▪ Recently it was announced that MSP will 

be based on total cost + 50% margin over 

cost. If this is done then it will definitely 

help improve farmer s income.  

e-NAM 

▪ e-National Agriculture Market (NAM) is a 

pan-India e-trading platform.  

▪ It is designed to create a unified national 

market for agricultural commodities.  

▪ Farmers can showcase their produce 

online from their nearest market and 

traders can quote price from anywhere.  

▪ It will result in increased numbers of 

traders and greater competition.  

▪ It will also ensure open price discovery 

and better returns to farmers. 

Farmer Producer Organisation (FPO) 

▪ The concept behind Farmer Producer 

Organizations is that farmers, who are the 

producers of agricultural products, can 

form groups and register themselves 

under the Indian Companies Act.  

▪ To facilitate this process, the Small Farmers  Agribusiness Consortium (SFAC) 

was mandated by the central government 

to support the State Governments in the 

formation of Farmer Producer 

Organizations (FPOs).  

▪ The aim is to enhance farmers  
competitiveness and increase their 

advantage in emerging market 

opportunities. 

▪ Majority of the Farmers in India are small 

and marginal farmers , unless they are 

aggregated through farmers cooperatives 

and organisation  they will not be able to 

fully exploit the available facilities in terms 

of technology , national market etc. 

▪ In addition to budgetary allocation and 

incentives, FPO's should be organised in 

each and every village and linked to the 

markets at local and national levels.  

▪ This will greatly help the farmers in taking 

advantage of technology providers, 

processing sector etc.  

▪ It will also give them bargaining power 

while entering into contract farming with 

corporates. 

Allied Agriculture 

▪ The strategy for doubling farmer s income 

by 2022 gives a high priority to allied 

agriculture.   

▪ Agriculture diversification and value 

addition, Intercropping, Horticulture etc 

have been given a lot of importance. 

Key strategies of Doubling Farmers Income by 

2022 

Major sources of growth operating within 

agriculture sector 

▪ Improvement in productivity 

▪ Resource use efficiency or saving in cost of 

production 

▪ Increase in cropping intensity 

▪ Diversification towards high value crops 

Sources of growth outside the agriculture 

sector 

▪ Shifting cultivators from farm to non-farm 

occupations, and 

▪ Improvement in terms of trade for farmers 

or real prices received by farmers 

 

3rd Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank Meeting 

 

Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) 
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▪ AIIB is a multilateral development bank 

initiated by China, officially established in 

December 2015.  

▪ It is headquartered in Beijing, China. 

▪ Its goals are to boost economic 

development in Asia-Pacific region, 

provide infrastructure, and promote 

regional cooperation and partnership.  

▪ It priorities investments in energy, power 

generation, transport, rural infrastructure, 

environmental protection and logistics in 

Asia.  

▪ So far it has 86 members China is the 

largest shareholder of AIIB with 26.06% 

voting shares.  

▪ India with 7.5% vote share is second 

largest shareholder followed by Russia, 

Germany and South Korea. 

3rd AIIB Meeting 

▪ The Theme of the meeting was-Mobilising 

Finance for Infrastructure, Innovation and 

collaboration 

▪ At a time when the government is pushing 

on public spending and where private 

investment remains weak, the country is 

looking at ways for bridging the 

infrastructure gap.  

▪ The 86 members of AIIB recently held a 

meeting in Mumbai where they mulled 

over various ways to boost Infrastructure 

spending in India and in the Asia-Pacific 

region. 

▪ The PM also called for the need for 

enhancing financing capacity of AIIB from 

4bn $ to 40 bn $ by 2020 and further to 

100bn $ by 2025. 

Infrastructure Gap 

▪ According to the Global Infrastructure 

Outlook the Infrastructure requirement of 

the country stands at about $ 4.5 trillion of 

which $ 480 billion will be required for 

road development.  

▪ According to the latest economic survey 

the country is staring at $ 526 billion 

infrastructure gap by 2040. 

Key Issues in Building Infrastructure in India 

▪ Earlier there were 3 Development Finance 

Institution (DFI): IDBI, ICICI, & IFCI 

(created by an act of Parliament)  

▪ When they were converted into universal 

banks, all commercial banks also started 

infrastructure lending. Since such banks 

lacked the required expertise, it led to 

mounting debts which spiraled into the 

current high NPA scenario.  

▪ This has impacted infrastructure lending   

▪ Among Asian economies only China's 

Infrastructure seems to have leapfrogged 

where as India is lagging behind because 

of issues like land acquisition etc. 

Steps Taken by India 

▪ India receives loans from multilateral 

institutions like WB, ADB, NDB and AIIB.  

▪ India has received $ 1.2 billion from AIIB 

for 9 projects and another 9 projects are 

ready for which another $ 2.4 billion 

investment is required. 

▪ For road projects and power projects we 

can monetize our assets which are being 

planned already. 

▪ Issues such as land acquisition are being 

tackled through talks, discussions and 

consensus and the bottlenecks have been 

reduced substantially. 

▪ NIIF, a fund created by the Government of 

India for enhancing infrastructure 

financing in the country.  

▪ The objective of NIIF would be to 

maximize economic impact mainly 

through infrastructure development in 

commercially viable projects, both 

Greenfield and Brownfield, including 

stalled projects.  

Way Forward 

▪ The multilateral institutions like WB, ADB, 

NDB, AIIB have limited capacities and 

their interest rate is also higher.  

▪ If they collaborate in funding the cost will 

go down and the fund usage will become 

higher. 

▪ For infrastructure we need to look for 

loans at cheap rate and in bulk for 

example, the loan for the Bullet Train 

project obtained from Japan. 

▪ There is a need to fine tune our model for 

land acquisition so as to provide for 

proper compensation, and rehabilitation 

Conclusion 
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▪ AIIB is not very different from other 

multilateral banks in terms of capacity, 

expertise, and global exposure.  

▪ India being one of the founding members 

and the 2nd largest stakeholder after 

China will definitely benefit and will be 

able to draw more funds as compared to 

smaller countries. 

▪ However AIIB financing alone may not be 

sufficient to fund India's Infrastructure 

needs.  

▪ India will need the collective support of 

the other multilateral institutions to 

achieve the long term infrastructure 

objective. 

 

Growth in MSME 
 

▪ On 27th June 2018, the UN MSME day was 

celebrated. President Ramnath Kovind 

spoke about the importance of the MSME 

sector and the steps taken by the govt to 

ensure that they have better access to 

Finances, advanced technology and 

markets so as to improve their 

productivity. 

Importance of MSME 

▪ MSME sector has become the backbone of 

Indian economy. 

▪ MSME sector accounts for around 60% 

employment in India and around 6.5 crore 

MSME units across the country employ 

over 11 crore people, contributing over 

10% growth which is higher than the 

heavy industrial units.  

Major Challenge 

▪ The major challenge that the MSME sector 

faces is access to credit. 

▪ MSME's are generally new projects and 

there is an element of risk associated with 

it.  

▪ Bankers have a perception that if the 

project fails it may add to the growing 

NPAs.  

▪ Government has taken various steps to 

address this issue and also make the 

environment more conducive for the 

growth of the MSME sector. Some of the 

measures are listed below 

Prime Minister's Employment Generation 

Programme (PMEGP) 

▪ A new credit linked subsidy programme  

▪ Was created by merging Prime Minister's 

Rojgar Yojana (PMRY) and Rural 

Employment Generation Programme 

(REGP) for generation of employment 

opportunities through establishment of 

micro enterprises in rural as well as urban 

areas. 

IBC Code 

▪ A special relief has been provided to the 

MSME so that they are given more time to 

repay the loans taken from banks. 

▪ To address the acquisition challenge faced 

by MSME, there is allowance to promoters 

to bid for enterprises undergoing 

corporate insolvency resolution process. 

RBI 

▪ The RBI has recently increased the 

classification of NPA's from MSME's from 

90 days to 180 days. 

Import Substitution 

▪ As we are going for import substitution, 

we can replace the imports by giving a 

push to MSME.  

▪ Merger and consolidation of businesses 

from a small scale production to large 

scale production can also aid in this 

process. 

Sampark Portal 

▪ It serves as a interactive portal for human 

resource management.  

▪ It basically serves as link between the 

MSME and the talent pool available in a 

country where youth are a majority. 

Udyam Sangam 

▪ Udyam Sangam  is a step forward 
towards consolidating the convergence 

and synergy of all the government 

initiatives relating to MSME Sector. 

Solar Charkha Mission 
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▪ It will cover 50 clusters and every cluster 

will employ 400 to 2000 artisans.  

▪ The MSME Ministry will disburse subsidy 

of Rs. 550 crores to the artisans.  

▪ The Solar Charkha Mission will generate 

employment in rural areas and contribute 

to the green economy. 

GST 

▪ In order to ease the adaptation to the new 

tax regime the govt had conducted 

numerous workshops through industrial 

clusters and industry associations which 

sensitized the MSME professionals about 

GST and made the system more 

transparent and more reliable. 

Skill Development and Vocational Training 

▪ The government is focusing on skill 

development through programmes like 

Skill India, and also launched various 

programmes through NSDC which focus 

on imparting skills for each and every job 

role. 

▪ Most of the MSMEs, especially in the 

manufacturing sector are gradually 

moving towards automation, in such a 

scenario it becomes important that the 

labour force has the adequate skills to 

catalyse the process.  

▪ There is some skepticism about 

automation leading to job losses. However 

it has been observed that with every new 

wave of technology there has been the 

creation of more jobs, albeit for the 

adequately skilled. 

Balancing Social Security with Profitability 

▪ It has been observed that companies 

which provide social security have a more 

productive and efficient workforce. There 

is less absenteeism and the work force is 

healthy and competitive. 

▪ New age companies are discovering  value 

in providing social security benefits to 

employees and that is the way MSME's can 

enhance their productivity and 

profitability while maintaining 

sustainability. 

▪  

 

 

 

 

 


