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Dear students, 
 
In the Pulse 14 issue, under the section PIB ANALYSIS, 
the description given under title ANGAN is not about 
ANGAN. It is about EXERCISE YUDH ABHYAS which is a 
Joint Military Exercise between India and U.S.  
 
 
We stand Corrected. 
 
- Officers’ Pulse Team  
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News @ a glance 
POLITY 

1) Voluntary model code of 
conduct for Cabinet Ministers 

What is the need for a code of conduct? 
▪ The code of conduct reflects 

constitutional morality and values of 
good governance.  

▪ The acts of the persons holding public 
offices can be thus subjected to better and 
meaningful public scrutiny, which in turn 
would ensure democratic accountability. 

▪ The cabinet minister’s personal views are 
also bound to find larger traction in public 
life as compared to any other individual.  

▪ The Union Ministry of Home Affairs already 
has a code of conduct for Ministers, which 
is essentially concerned with financial 
discipline. 

▪ At present, the code of conduct for 
ministers at the Centre and states includes 
the declaration of assets and liabilities. 

▪ Ministers also can’t be part of any office of 
profit or associate with the conduct and 
management of any business, among 
others. 

▪ This code is  inadequate and does not 
address the private and public activities of 
the ministers in general. Hence, there is a 
need for a separate code of conduct. 

News in Detail: 
▪ A Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court 

is hearing arguments on whether Cabinet 
Ministers at both the Central and State 
levels should have a “voluntary model code 
of conduct” which addresses their private 
and public activities. 

▪ The five-judge Bench is examining if 
“greater restrictions” should be imposed on 
the right of free speech and expression of 
high public functionaries to protect the 
citizen’s fundamental right to lead a 
dignified life. 

Way forward: 
▪ The earlier guidelines are silent on many 

aspects of governance. Therefore, there is a 
need to revisit the existing guidelines, such 

as the use of official vehicles, giving media 
interviews, etc. 

▪ Aspects such as a minister’s conduct on 
social media, rules to be followed while 
making a recommendation, travel sanctions 
and restrictions on using official bungalow 
for party work, receiving gifts from foreign 
dignitaries in India and abroad, and 
attending private events need to be 
considered in the code of conduct. 

▪ The government should frame the code of 
conduct for Cabinet Ministers, with the 
Cabinet head ensuring a collective 
responsibility for the activities of the 
individual ministers. 

Why in News? 
▪ The Supreme Court is examining if 

additional restrictions should be put on 
public functionaries’ right to free speech 
and expression. 

2) Marriage Cannot Be a 
'Settlement' in Rape Cases 

Why in News? 
▪ In a significant verdict the Delhi High Court 

has ruled that the offence of rape falls 
under the category of “heinous and 
serious crime” which cannot be quashed 
even if the parties have settled their 
dispute or got married. 

Why is it a concern? 
▪ The latest report of the National Crime 

Records Bureau (NCRB) shows that of a 
total of 32,559 cases of rape reported 
across the country in 2017, in one-third or 
10,553 cases, the victim and offender were 
either friends, online friends, live-in 
partners or separated spouses. The verdict 
will have significant implications on a large 
number of rape cases in India as large 
chunk of the rape cases in India is reported 
against those who were known to the 
victim. 

National Crime Records Bureau 
▪ NCRB, headquartered in New Delhi, was 

set-up in 1986 under the Ministry of 
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Home Affairs to function as a repository of 
information on crime and criminals so as to 
assist the investigators in linking crime to 
the perpetrators. 

▪ NCRB brings out the annual comprehensive 
statistics of crime across the country 
(‘Crime in India’ report). 

News in Detail: 
▪ The Delhi High Court has refused to quash 

the FIR in a rape case after the accused 
agreed to marry the woman—in similar 
instances, the Bombay and Kerala High 
Courts had quashed FIRs using Section 
482 of the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC) 
that allows for the inherent powers of the 
High Court to prevail over the 
provisions of the CrPC , if an order of the 
Court under this provision is passed to, 
among other things, “secure the ends of 
justice”. 

▪ The Court also referred to a judgment of 
the Supreme Court which said that heinous 
and serious offences involving mental 
depravity or offences such as murder, rape 
and dacoity cannot appropriately be 
quashed though the victim or the family of 
the victim have settled the dispute. 

▪ The High Court has noted that even when 
there is a settlement, the view of the 
offender and victim will not prevail since it 
is in the interest of society that the offender 
should be punished to deter others from 
committing a similar crime. 

Conclusion: 
▪ Rape is an offence against society, and is 

not a matter to be left for the parties 
concerned to compromise and settle—the 
practice has been widely prevalent across 
courts, on the grounds that it would harm 
the woman’s interest if the criminal case 
against the accused were to continue even 
after settlement. 

▪ It is true that many complaints are usually 
filed in cases of rape on the pretext of 
marriage, and a lot are settled outside 
court, but coercion can also lead to rapists 
getting off  unpunished if such a precedent 
is set. 

 

3) Electoral bonds and its 
Concerns 

What are Electoral Bonds? 

▪ Electoral bonds are bearer instruments in 
the nature of Promissory Notes issued by 
banks. They are interest-free instruments 
that can be purchased from specified 
branches of the State Bank of India by any 
citizen of India or body incorporated in 
India within fixed periods. 

▪ The Electoral Bonds would have a life of 
only 15 days during which it can be used 
for making donations only to political 
parties which has secured not less than 
one per cent of the votes polled in the 
last general election to the House of the 
People or to Legislative Assembly. 

Why Electoral Bonds are Necessary? 
▪ "India is the largest democracy in the 

world.  Today, India spends more on 
elections than the U.S. with a per capita 
GDP that is 3% of the U.S. 

▪ However, despite strengthening various 
institutions for the last seven decades, India 
has not been able to evolve a transparent 
political funding system.  

▪ The conventional system of political 
funding is to rely on donations.  These 
donations, big or small, come from a range 
of sources from political workers, 
sympathisers, small business people and 
even large industrialists.  

▪ The sources remain anonymous or 
pseudonymous.  The quantum of money 
was never disclosed.  

▪ The present system ensures unclean money 
coming from unidentifiable sources 

▪ The effort, therefore, is to run down any 
alternative system which is devised to 
cleanse up the political funding 
mechanism.  

Concerns over Electoral Bonds 
▪ The voter does not know who is funding 

whom through electoral bonds. Though this 
is supposed to protect the donors from 
harassment from the authorities, it has 
brought in opaqueness in electoral 
funding. 

▪ In case of Electoral bonds, the bank knows 
the purchaser of the bonds as well as the 
party that cashed it. The law agencies can 
obtain this information whenever they 
want. 

▪ This makes it possible for the ruling party 
to use this information to demand 
donations for itself, prevent donations to 
others, and use the law enforcement 
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agencies to harass those who donate to 
rival parties. 

▪ Donation limits have been removed. So 
it’s possible for a large corporate could buy 
the government using electoral bonds. 

▪  The reduction in cash donations from Rs. 
20,000 to Rs. 2,000 is not effective as there 
are parties with hundreds of crores of 
declared income that claim that all the 
funds were received from small cash 
donations of Rs. 100 or less. 

▪ This cannot be prevented by merely 
reducing the cash limits. In short, electoral 
bonds cannot eliminate black money. 

▪ Electoral Bonds can be misused for 
routing foreign money and thereby 
increase ability of other countries to 
influence Indian elections. Further, the 
amended Foreign Contribution Regulation 
(FCRA) rules enable the political parties to 
accept donations from foreign companies. 
This leaves a scope for the foreign 
companies in influencing Indian Politics. 

Why in News? 
▪ The Election Commission (EC) and the 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had expressed 
reservations about the Electoral Bonds 
scheme and highlight the importance of this 
issue. 

▪ In 2017, the then RBI Governor had warned 
that allowing any entity other than the 
central bank to issue bearer bonds, which 
are currency-like instruments, is fraught 
with considerable risk and is 
unprecedented (even with conditions 
applicable to electoral bonds). 

▪ The EC had warned that electoral bonds 
would allow illegal foreign funds to be 
routed to political parties. 

Way forward: 
▪ Various commissions, including the 

Election Commission, have given detailed 
recommendations on suitable remedies. 
But, to date, no government has acted on 
them. 

▪ We need to benchmark ourselves against 
the best international practices and laws 
on campaign funding. 

▪ Complete transparency in all funding is 
required. Political party can voluntarily 
choose to disclose its funds and sources. 
There is no law that prevents them from 
doing so. They can also state publicly that 
they will henceforth not use black money. 

▪ Political parties need to be under the 
Right to Information Act. The Central 
Information Commission ruled that they 
were, but the parties refuse to follow its 
directions. 

▪ There must be spending limits as well as 
donation limits, especially in a highly 
unequal society like that in India, and strict 
penalties for flouting rules and the law. 

▪ Public funding needs to be examined and 
introduced with proper checks and 
balances and Voters need to demand 
changes and we need voter awareness 
campaigns. 

 

4) The Surrogacy (Regulation) 
Bill, 2019 

What is Surrogacy? 
▪ Surrogacy is defined as a practice where a 

woman bears a child for an intending 
couple, with the intention of handing 
over the child to them after birth. 

▪ The surrogacy bill proposes a complete 
ban on commercial surrogacy – where 
the procedure is undertaken for monetary 
gain – but allows altruistic surrogacy, 
which involves no monetary compensation 
to the surrogate mother other than medical 
expenses and insurance coverage during 
the pregnancy. 

Why was such a bill needed? 
▪ In the absence of regulation in India, the 

country has emerged as a surrogacy hub for 
couples from different countries . 

▪ Various reports which suggested that over 
3,000 surrogacy clinics are operating in the 
country and over 2,000 foreign babies are 
born in these every year. 

▪ Lack of legislation on surrogacy has also led 
to unethical practices, exploitation, 
abandonment of children born out of 
surrogacy and import of human embryos 
and gametes. 

Background 
▪ The first attempt at regulating surrogacy 

was made by the Indian Council of Medical 
Research (ICMR) in 2005 to monitor clinics 
that treat infertility (such as IVF clinics) 
and offer surrogacy services. 

▪ For this, ICMR had formulated the National 
Guidelines for Accreditation, Supervision 
and Regulation of ART (Assisted 
Reproductive Technology) Clinics in India. 
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▪ This had led to the drafting of the ART Bill 
in 2008, 2010 and 2014, but it was never 
passed by Parliament. 

▪ In 2009, the law commission took the 
matter up, recognising the need of 
providing rights to both the parties 
involved in surrogacy as well as to regulate 
ART clinics. The law commission had 
recommended allowing only altruistic 
surrogacy and a ban on commercial 
surrogacy. 

▪ In 2016, the Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill 
was introduced. 

▪ In 2017, it was examined by the 
Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
Health Family Welfare, which suggested 
wholesome changes and that the ART Bill 
should be brought first since "there are no 
separate surrogacy clinics as such  and that 
"generally ART clinics offer surrogacy 
services as well". 

▪ However, most of these changes weren’t 
incorporated and the bill was reintroduced 
in 2019. 

What does the current bill entail? 
▪ The bill bans commercial surrogacy and 

the sale or import of human embryo for 
the purpose of surrogacy. 

▪ It proposes mandatory registration of 
‘surrogacy clinics’ – those conducting the 
procedure in any form. 

▪ Besides, the bill has warranted ‘eligibility 
criteria’ for the surrogate mother as well 
as for the intending couple. 

▪ The couple must have a ‘certificate of 
essentiality’ and from the concerned 
authority which would ensure that the 
couple is infertile, give them the custody of 
the surrogate child, and cover medical 
expenses of the surrogate mother. 

▪ For a couple to be able to adopt, they have 
to be Indian citizens and married for at 
least five years – the wife belonging to an 
age group of 23 to 50 years and the 
husband belonging to age group of 26 to 55 
years. 

▪ In addition, the surrogate mother needs to 
be – 

▪ i)a close relative of the intending couple; 
▪ ii)a married woman having a child of her 

own; 
▪ iii)25 to 35 years old; 
▪ iv)a surrogate only once in her lifetime; 

and 

▪ v)possess a certificate of medical and 
psychological fitness for surrogacy. 
Further, the surrogate mother cannot 
provide her own gametes for surrogacy. 

▪ Contravention of the bill can invite 
imprisonment up to 10 years and a fine 
up to Rs 10 lakh. 

Why in News? 
▪ The Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill, 2019, was 

referred to a select committee of the Rajya 
Sabha, after several MPs raised concerns 
over several provisions of the legislation, 
including making it mandatory for a 
surrogate to be a close relative. 

 

5) Sharad Arvind Bobde - 47th 
Chief Justice of India 

About the Chief Justice of India 
▪ Chief Justice of India is the head of the 

Judiciary in the country. He presides over 
the Supreme Court of India along with 
other judges. The Chief Justice of India is 
appointed as a Supreme Court Judge as per 
Article 124 of the Constitution of India and 
then is recommended to the position of 
Chief Justice of India by the outgoing Chief 
Justice of India. 

▪ The Chief Justice of India (CJI) has various 
powers and functions. Some of them 
include: 

▪ Swearing in of the President. 
▪ Consultation by the President to the Chief 

Justice of India for the appointment of 
judges in the Supreme Court and the High 
Courts. 

▪ Appointing ad-hoc Supreme Court judges 
under Article 127 of the Constitution. 

▪ Appoint retired judges to sit in the Supreme 
Court under Article 128, Constitution of 
India 

▪ With the approval of the president, the 
Chief Justice of India can change the seat of 
the Supreme Court from Delhi to any other 
place under Article 130. 

▪ Chief Justice of India has the power to move 
High Court Judges to other High Courts 
under Article 222’ 

▪ The Chief Justice of India can appoint an 
arbitrator to resolve a financial dispute 
between the Centre and the states. 

▪ Along with the above-mentioned powers 
and functions, the Chief Justice of India is 
also the ‘Master of the Roster’ which 



8 
 

refers to the privilege of the Chief Justice 
to constitute Benches to hear cases. 

Why in News? 
▪ Justice Sharad Arvind Bobde, 63, succeeded 

Justice Ranjan Gogoi as the 47th CJI . Justice 
Bobde will have a tenure of over 17 months 
and is due to retire on April 23, 2021. He 
has decided on several key cases and was 
also part of the Ayodhya verdict. 

6) Centre plans NRC exercise all 
over the country: Amit Shah 

What is the NRC? 
▪ The National Register of Citizens (NRC) is a 

register containing the names of Indian 
citizens. It was first prepared in 1951.The 
1951 NRC list has been updated for Assam, 
which has had a longstanding foreigner 
problem, to remove illegal migrants and 
save further inflow 

Who will be considered Indian citizens? 
▪ Those whose names were in the 1951 NRC 

or in any or the electoral rolls up to the 
midnight of March 24 1971 and their 
descendants 

▪ The National Register of Citizens (NRC) 
Updation basically means the process of 
enlisting the names of those persons (or 
their descendants) whose names appear in 
any of the Electoral Rolls up to 1971, 1951 
NRC or any of the admissible documents 
stipulated. 

Who is doing the updating? 
▪ The state government machinery under 

the Registrar-General of India. 
Citizenship being a subject on the Union 
List, the Centre is responsible for the policy 
decisions, guidelines and funds for the NRC 
update. 

News in Detail 
▪ The NRC exercise was taken up in Assam 

alone and the updated final version of the 
NRC was published in August 2019. 

▪ The Home Ministry is now working on 
modalities to implement NRC across the 
country in an exercise to identify illegal 
immigrants for deportation. 

▪ An amendment in the Foreigners 
(Tribunals) Order, 1964, issued by the 
central government paves the way for 
expanding the scope of NRC. 

▪ The amended order empowers state 
governments and even district magistrates 
of all states and union territories to set up 

tribunals to identify a “foreigner” who is 
living in India illegally. 

Why in News? 
▪ Home Minister has said that the process of 

creating a National Register of Citizens 
(NRC) will be undertaken across India and 
that the exercise will be repeated in Assam 
whenever it is done. 

7) Lok Sabha passes Chit Funds 
(Amendment) Bill 

What is it? 
▪ The Chit Funds (Amendment) Bill, 2019  

seeks to streamline operations of chit funds 
in India and protect the interests of 
investors, mainly the economically weaker 
sections of the society . The Bill seeks to 
amend Chit Funds Act, 1982. 

What is the Need? 
▪ Chit funds are popular among low-income 

families, as it offers both access to funds 
and options to save. The need to protect 
investor interest highlights the crucial role 
chit funds play in India’s rural economy, 
providing people with access to funds and 
investment opportunities.   

Key provisions of the Bill 
▪ The current bill says chit fund schemes 

operated by individuals can raise a 
maximum of Rs3 lakh, up from the existing 
Rs1 lakh. 

▪ The Bill also introduces words such as 
“fraternity fund”, “rotating savings” and 
“credit institution” to make chit funds more 
respectable. 

▪ For firms, with four or more partners, the 
Centre had proposed to raise the amount 
from Rs6 lakh to Rs18 lakh. 

▪ The bill include raising the maximum 
commission of the person who manages the 
fund from 5% to 7% of the chit amount. 

Why in News? 
▪ The Lok Sabha passed the Chit Funds 

(Amendment) Bill, 2019 . 

8) 250th Session of Rajya Sabha 
About Rajya Sabha 
▪ Rajya Sabha is a permanent body and is 

not subject to dissolution. However, one-
third of its members retire biennially. A 
member who is elected for a full term 
retains his membership for six years. He is 
eligible for re-election. A member elected 
to a seat rendered vacant due to 
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resignation, etc., serves for the remaining term only. 

Position of Rajya Sabha in Indian Polity and 
its Composition 

▪ Membership of Rajya Sabha, as provided in 
the Constitution cannot be more than two 
hundred and fifty - two hundred and 

thirty-eight members representing the 
States and Union territories and twelve 
members nominated by the President. 

▪ At present, two Union territories, namely 
the National Capital Territory of Delhi and 
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Puducherry are represented in Rajya 
Sabha. 

▪ The representatives of the States are 
elected by the elected members of State 
Assemblies in accordance with the system 
of proportional representation by 
means of the single transferable vote. 

▪ There are twelve members nominated by 
the President from amongst the persons 
having special knowledge or practical 
experience in respect of such matters as 
literature, science, art and social service. 

Eligibility Qualifications 
▪ Article 84 of the Constitution lays down 

the qualifications for membership of 
Parliament.  A person to be qualified for the 
membership of the Rajya Sabha should 
posses the following qualifications: 

▪ he must be a citizen of India and make and 
subscribe before some person authorized 
in that behalf by the Election Commission 
an oath or affirmation according to the 
form set out for the purpose in the Third 
Schedule to the Constitution; 

▪ he must be not less than 30 years of age; 
▪ he must possess such other qualifications 

as may be prescribed in that behalf by or 
under any law made by Parliament. 

Presiding Officers of Rajya Sabha 
▪ The Presiding Officers of Rajya Sabha have 

the responsibility to conduct the 
proceedings of the House.  The Vice-
President of India is ex-officio Chairman 
of Rajya Sabha.  

▪ Rajya Sabha also chooses from amongst its 
members, a Deputy Chairman. 

▪ In the absence of the Chairman and Deputy 
Chairman, a member from the Panel of 
Vice-Chairman presides over the 
proceedings of the House.  

Special Powers of Rajya Sabha 
▪ Rajya Sabha being a federal chamber enjoys 

certain special powers under the 
Constitution.  

▪ It can authorize the Parliament to make a 
law on a subject enumerated in the State 
List (Article 249). 

▪ It can authorize the Parliament to create 
new All-India Services common to both 
the Centre and states (Article 312). 

Criticisms: 
▪ The contemporary argument against it 

comes from two primary angles: 
▪ The first one is that a Lok Sabha has 

representation from several regional 
parties more than adequately represents a 
federal country. 

▪ The second argument charges that the 
Rajya Sabha has become a haven for losers 
in elections, crony capitalists, compromised 
journalists and party fundraisers. 

Way Forward: 
▪ The  members of the Rajya Sabha can be 

directly elected by the citizens of a state. 
This will reduce cronyism and patronage 
appointments. 

▪ This step should be combined with equal 
representation for each state (say, five 
members) so that large states do not 
dominate the proceedings in the House. 

▪ This streamlined Rajya Sabha should 
remain deliberative, but there should be 
deadlines set for responding to bills 
initiated in the Lok Sabha. 

Why in News? 
▪ The Rajya Sabha celebrated its 250th 

session recently, the first day of the winter 
session . 
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ENVIRONMENT 
1) Centre drops plan to bring in 

changes to Forest Act of 1927 
Indian Forest Act 1927 

▪ The Indian Forest Act, 1927 was enacted 
after repealing the Indian Forest Act, 1878 
for the purpose of consolidating the law 
relating to forests, the transit of forest 
produce and the duty leviable on timber 
and other forest produce.  

▪ The Indian Forest Act was enacted to 
preserve and safeguard the forests 
generally in India. The Act makes various 
provisions for such conservation of forests 
and in the scheme it provides for a State 
Government to constitute any forest 
lands or waste lands, which are property 
of Government over which the Government 
has proprietary rights, a reserved forest. 

The Act also categorises forests into three 
categories: 

Reserve forest: 
▪ They are the most restricted forests and 

may be constituted by the State 
Government on any forest land or waste 
land which is the property of the 
Government or on which the Government 
has proprietary rights.  

▪ In reserved forests, utilization by local 
people is prohibited, unless it is allowed 
by a Forest Officer in the course of 
settlement. 

Protected forest:  
▪ The State Government is empowered to 

constitute any land other than reserved 
forests as protected forests over which the 
Government has proprietary rights. Under 
‘Protected Forests’, the Government has the 
power to issue rules regarding utilization of 
such forests and occupies the power to 
reserve the specific tree species in the 
protected forests. This power has been 
used to establish State control over trees, 
whose timber, fruit or other non-wood 
products have revenue-raising potential. 

Village forest:  
▪ ‘Village forests’ are the one in which the 

State Government assigns to ‘any village 
community the rights of Government to or 
over any land which has been constituted a 
reserved forest’. 

Draft forest act  

 
Why in News? 
▪ Government had withdrawn its proposals 

for the amendment to Indian Forest Act 
1927.  

2) Avian Botulism at Sambhar 
Lake 

Why in News? 

▪ The Indian Veterinary Research Institute 
(IVRI), Bareilly confirmed avian botulism 
as the reason for mass mortality of birds, 
including migratory species from Northern 
Asia, at Sambhar Lake in Rajasthan.  

Avian Botulism 
▪ The illness is caused by a bacterium called 

Clostridium botulinum, affects the 
nervous system of birds, leading to flaccid 
paralysis in their legs and wings and neck 
touching the ground. 

▪  It produces the toxin when it starts 
reproducing. 
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▪ The bacteria is commonly found in the soil, 
rivers, and sea water.  

▪ There are around eight types — A, B, C1, 
C2, D, E, F, and G — of botulinum toxin and 
they are distinguishable when diagnosed. 
But all types of toxins attack the 
neurons, which leads to muscle paralysis, 
states a study. 

▪ Botulinum affects both humans and 
animals but the type of the toxin varies — 
botulinum C in birds and A, B and E in 
humans.  The toxin has been recognised as 
a major cause of mortality in wild birds 
since the 1900s. 

Indian Veterinary Research Institute 
(IVRI), Bareilly, Uttar Pradesh 

▪ Established in 1889, the Indian Veterinary 
Research Institute (IVRI) is one of the 
premier research institutions dedicated to 
livestock research and development of the 
region.  

▪ It conducts research, provides 
postgraduate education and transfers the 
technology in all areas of animal sciences 
with emphasis on animal health and 
production. 

▪ It acts as a national referral centre for 
veterinary type cultures, disease diagnosis, 
biologicals, immunodiagnostics, etc. 

Sambhar Lake 
▪ (for more info on sambhar lake refer pulse 

23)  
Mass Mortality at Sambhar Lake 
▪ More than 18,000 carcasses of birds have 

been removed from the lake and its 
catchment area so far, raising concern 

among environmentalists and 
ornithologists. 

▪ Since there was a good monsoon this year, 
the bacteria has found its optimum 
environment to reproduce. 

▪ The temperature of the water was about 25 
degree Celsius. Its pH ranged between 7.4- 
9.84. 

▪ It also requires a nutrient-rich substrate, 
like areas with large amounts of decaying 
plant or animal materials. The monsoon 
brought with it a large population of 
crustaceans (like shrimps, crabs, and 
prawns), invertebrates (snails) and 
plankton (like algae). 

▪ These living organisms are capable of 
hosting the bacteria for a long period of 
time. According to reports, the bacteria is 
also found in the gills and digestive tracts of 
healthy fish. 

▪ It reproduces through spores and these 
spores remain dormant for years. They 
are resistant to temperature changes and 
drying. Under favourable conditions, the 
spores are activated. 

Has this been only at Sambhar Lake? 
▪ Such type of deaths due to botulism have 

been recorded in different places like  
7,000 water birds died in Lake Michigan in 
2007 and 2008 and in Hawaii, the toxin 
killed around 183 Laysan Ducks in 2008. 

▪ These types of incidents are expected to be 
frequent as climate change alters wetland 
conditions to favour bacteria and 
pathogens. 

▪ Only precautionary measures for the future 
can help us to mitigate such disasters.  
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ECONOMY  
 1) Minimum Operating Price to 

end ‘price war 
Why in News? 

▪ Confederation of All India Traders 
(CAIT) in a letter to  the Commerce 
Minister, has suggested  introduction of 
‘Minimum Operating Price’ (MOP). 

▪ CAIT is the  Apex Body of Trading 
Community of India at National Level. 

▪ It is headquartered at New Delhi. 
▪ It is a forum to handle problems of Traders 

and render effective service to them.  

Key suggestions/requests by the CAIT 
▪ MOP that they suggested includes landed 

price, operational cost, and ‘reasonable’ 
profit margin. 

▪ No product below the MOP should be sold 
in the market to end ‘price war’ waged by 
e-commerce companies particularly 
Amazon and Flipkart. 

▪ It is the responsibility of the brands to 
advise their buyers to sell products at MOP 
to maintain the market hygiene keeping in 
mind that retailer should earn at least 
minimum margin to cover his operational 
cost and earn very thin margin. 

▪ There should be a uniform policy of 
discounting by brands for online as well as 
offline trade. For instance, the cashback 
given by banks on credit cards should also 
be applicable for offline purchase. 

▪ The body sought setting up a regulatory 
authority to monitor all trade verticals 
including small retail, big retail, e-
commerce and direct selling.  

▪ Also, the cash on delivery (COD) route for 
payments in e-commerce should be 
suspended. 

Issues 
▪ The e-commerce platforms are offering 

huge discounts and offers. This has very 
adversely affected the retail shops 
especially smaller ones as all sections of 
consumers are increasingly  preferring e-
commerce over physical retail shops.  

2) Injeti Srinivas Panel for 
decriminalisation of company 
law 

About the Companies Act, 2013 

▪ The Act regulates incorporation of a 
company, responsibilities of a company, 
directors, dissolution of a company.  

▪ The Act has replaced The Companies Act, 
1956 (in a partial manner). 

Why in News? 
▪ The government had set up the Company 

Law Committee under the chairmanship 
of Corporate Affairs Secretary Injeti 

Srinivas to decriminalise the provisions of 
the Companies Act, 2013, based on the 

gravity of the offences and to take other 
measures to “provide further ease of living 

for corporates in the country”. 
News in Detail 
▪ The government had earlier, through the 

Companies (Amendment) Act 2019, 
decriminalised 16 minor procedural or 
technical lapses and had categorised them 
as ‘civil wrongs’. 

▪ The committee has proposed 
amendments to 46 provisions under the 
company law to reduce or remove 
criminality and de-clog the criminal justice 
system. 

▪ The Committee also recommended the 
omission of seven compoundable offences, 
limiting the punishment for 11 
compoundable offences to only a fine.  

▪ It also recommended that five offences be 
dealt with under alternative frameworks. 

▪ The quantum of penalties overall 
recommended by the committee is also 
lower than their current levels. 

Other committee related to Injeti Srinivas 
▪ The High Level Committee on Corporate 

Social Responsibility (CSR) was 
constituted in October, 2018 under the 
Chairmanship of Secretary (Corporate 
Affairs), Injeti Srinivas. 

▪ The mandate of the committee is to review 
the existing CSR framework and make 
recommendations on strengthening the 
CSR ecosystem, including monitoring 
implementation and evaluation of 
outcomes. 

3) SEBI does not have the power 
to bar auditors - Supreme Court 

About SEBI 
▪ The Securities and Exchange Board of India 

was established on April 12, 1992 in 
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accordance with the provisions of the 
Securities and Exchange Board of India 
Act, 1992. 

▪ It was first established in 1988 as a non-
statutory body. It became an autonomous 
body on 12 April 1992 and was accorded 
statutory powers with the passing of the 
SEBI Act 1992. 

▪ SEBI has its headquarters at the business 
district of Bandra Kurla Complex in 
Mumbai. 

▪ SEBI’s Regional Offices are located in New 
Delhi, Kolkata, Chennai and Ahmedabad 
respectively. 

Functions of SEBI 
▪ The basic functions of the SEBI is "...to 

protect the interests of investors in 
securities and to promote the development 
of, and to regulate the securities market 
and for matters connected therewith or 
incidental thereto.'' 

▪ SEBI has to be responsive to the needs of 
three groups, which constitute the market: 

▪ issuers of securities 
▪ investors 
▪ market intermediaries 
▪ SEBI has three functions rolled into one 

body: quasi-legislative, quasi-judicial 
and quasi-executive.  

▪ It drafts regulations in its legislative 
capacity, it conducts investigation and 
enforcement action in its executive function 
and it passes rulings and orders in its 
judicial capacity.  

▪ There is also a Securities Appellate 
Tribunal, to create accountability, which is 
a three-member tribunal.  

▪ A second appeal lies directly to the 
Supreme Court.  

Why in News? 
▪ The Supreme Court stayed an order of the 

Securities Appellate Tribunal (SAT) which 
had held that SEBI does not have the power 
to bar auditors. 

Background 
▪ In 2018, the SEBI slapped a two-year ban 

on Price Waterhouse (PwC), an arm of 
PricewaterhouseCoopers India, from 
auditing any listed company in connection 
with the PwC’s role in the scam. 

▪ The SAT set aside the ban and had noted 
that the SEBI does not have the power to 
bar auditors. 

4) RBI’s surplus  
Why in News? 

▪ It was clarified in the Lok Sabha by the 
Finance Minister that the surplus 
distribution policy of the RBI is 
determined in accordance with Section 47 
of the RBI Act, 1934. 

Parameters of transfer of surplus reserves 
of the RBI 

▪ The quantum of surplus transfer to the 
government in the coming years would 
depend on  

▪ RBI’s net income,  
▪ ‘required realised equity’ as a per cent of 

RBI’s balance sheet and 
▪ ‘available realised equity’ as a per cent of 

RBI’s balance sheet. 
▪ The surplus distribution policy of the RBI 

shall be governed by the legal provisions of 
the RBI Act, 1934. 

▪ It would also depend on the 
recommendations of the  expert committee 
on excess capital (chaired by Bimal Jalan) 
as accepted by RBI. 

Background 
▪ RBI, in consultation with the Government 

of India, had constituted an Expert 
Committee to Review the Extant 
Economic Capital Framework of the 
Reserve Bank of India (Chairman: Dr. 
Bimal Jalan).  

▪ The Committee has since submitted its 
report to the Governor of the RBI.  

▪ The RBI had transferred Rs 1.76 lakh 
crore to the Centre as per the revised 
Economic Capital Framework (ECF). 

o For more details refer Officers’ Pulse Issue 
No. 12 

5) Cabinet nod to reduce 
government stake in BPCL, 
CONCOR, SCI 

About BPCL 

▪ Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited 
(BPCL) is a Government of India controlled 
Maharatna oil and gas company 
headquartered in Mumbai, Maharashtra. 

▪ The Corporation operates two large 
refineries of the country located in Kochi 
and Mumbai. 

▪ The company is India's 2nd largest 
downstream oil company (Indian Oil is 
the largest). 

About SCI 
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▪ The Shipping Corporation of India (SCI) 
is a Government of India Public Sector 
Enterprise with its headquarters in 
Mumbai. 

▪ It operates and manages vessels that 
services both national and international 
lines. 

▪ SCI was awarded the prestigious 
"Navratna" status by Indian Government in 
2008. 

About CONCOR 
▪ Container Corporation of India Ltd. 

(CONCOR),is a Navratna Public Sector 
Undertaking under the Indian Ministry of 
Railways.  

▪ Incorporated in March 1988 under the 
Companies Act, CONCOR commenced 
operations in November 1989 taking over 
an existing network of seven inland 
container depots (ICDs) from Indian 
Railways. 

About THDCIL 
▪ THDC India Limited (Formerly Tehri 

Hydro Development Corporation 
Limited), is a company jointly owned by 
Government of India and Government of 
Uttar Pradesh.  

▪ It was incorporated in July 1988 to develop, 
operate and maintain the Tehri Hydro 
Power Complex and other Hydro Projects.  

▪ THDC India Limited is a Mini Ratna 
Category-I Enterprise. 

About NEEPCO  
▪ North Eastern Electric Power 

Corporation (NEEPCO) is a schedule-A 
'MINI RATNA' Category-1 Central public 
sector Enterprise owned by the 
Government of India under the Ministry of 
Power. 

▪ It was formed in 1976 to plan, investigate, 
design, construct, generate, operate and 
maintain power stations in the North 
Eastern Region of the country. 

Why in News? 
o The Union Cabinet took several decisions 

that would see it significantly reducing its 
shareholding, and in some cases cede 
management control, in a number of public 
sector enterprises. 

News in Detail 
▪ The government will sell its entire 53.29% 

stake in Bharat Petroleum Corporation 
Limited.  

▪ However, BPCL’s 61.65% share in 
Numaligarh Refinery Limited will be 
transferred to a public sector company 
operating in the oil and gas space. 

▪ The government will also sell its entire 
63.75% stake in Shipping Corporation of 
India and will cede management control to 
the strategic buyer.  

▪ Similarly, it will sell its 30.8% stake in the 
Container Corporation of India and hand 
over management control to the buyer. 

▪ The government would sell its entire 
74.23% stake in THDCIL and its 100% 
stake in North Eastern Electric Power 
Corporation to NTPC Ltd and will also 
cede management control. 

Background 
▪ The government has set a disinvestment 

target of Rs. 1.05 lakh crore for the current 
financial year. So far, it has managed to 
collect only Rs. 17,364.26 crore. 

6) Toll Operate and Transfer 
(TOT) model 

About TOT mode 

▪ In 2016, the Cabinet Committee on 
Economic Affairs (CCEA) authorised NHAI 
to monetise public funded national 
highway (NH) projects, and approved the 
Toll Operate and Transfer (TOT) model.  

▪ The Model would facilitate efficient toll 
realization through private sector. 

▪ Under this model, public funded projects, 
operational for two years, would be put 
up for bidding.  

▪ The right of collection and appropriation 
of fee would be assigned for a 
predetermined concession period (30 
years) to concessionaires (developers/ 
investors) against upfront payment of a 
lump sum amount to NHAI.  

▪ Accordingly, 75 operational NH projects 
completed under public funding were 
identified for potential monetization using 
the TOT Model, and bundled into 10 
separate bids to attract economics of scale 
for the private sector..  

▪ Operation & Maintenance (O&M) obligation 
of such projects would be with 
concessionaire till the completion of 
concession period. 

▪ This model is more attractive for 
investors as they don’t have to build an 
infrastructure project from scratch. 
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Why in News? 
o The Cabinet Committee on Economic 

Affairs, CCEA, has approved the 
amendments proposed in the Toll Operate 
Transfer (TOT) Model by National 
Highways Authority of India. 

News in Detail 
▪ As a part of the changes, public funded 

projects that are operational for more 
than a year after beginning commercial 
operations can be monetized through TOT 
model. 

▪ Another key change that the Cabinet 
approved is that now NHAI has been 
allowed to vary the concession period of 
toll projects between 15-30 years. 

▪ The CCEA approval will ensure a wider set 
of assets for Monetization and providing a 
more attractive model for the investors.  

▪ The fund generated from such 
monetization shall be utilized for  
development of highways in the country, 
which will benefit users throughout the 
country. 

7) Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
supersedes DHFL board 

About DHFL 

▪ Dewan Housing Finance Corporation 
Ltd. (DHFL) is a deposit-taking housing 
finance company, headquartered in 
Mumbai with branches in major cities 
across India. 

▪ DHFL is the second housing finance 
company to be established in the country. 

Why in News? 
o The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has 

decided to supersede the board of Dewan 
Housing Finance Corporation Ltd. (DHFL) 
and said bankruptcy proceedings would be 
initiated against the company. 

News in Detail 
▪ RBI said the action was taken due to 

governance concerns and default by the 
entity in meeting payment obligations. 

▪ This is the first instance of RBI 
superseding the board of a non-banking 
financial company.  

▪ Also, DHFL could be the first financial 
services company to face insolvency 
proceedings at the National Company Law 
Tribunal (NCLT). 

▪ It was after recent government  notification 
specifying the categories of financial 

service providers that can be taken up for 
resolution under the generic framework of 
the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code.  

▪ Till now, financial services firms were kept 
out of bankruptcy proceedings. 

o For more details, refer Officers’ Pulse Issue 
No. 23. 

8) New investments in FY20 fall to 
15-year low 

Why in News? 

▪ The value of new investment projects in 
the first half of the current financial year 
has fallen to a 15-year low of Rs. 1.9 lakh 
crore, as per a latest analysis by Care 
Ratings. 

News in Detail 
▪ The Indian economy has been going 

through challenging times in the current 
year so far, mainly on account of weak 
investment climate and consumption. 

▪ The analysis by economists of the rating 
agency revealed that there has been a 
sustained decline in new projects 
undertaken in the past five years. 

▪ The investment rate measured as the gross 
fixed capital formation (GFCF) as a 
percentage of GDP has declined 
consistently over the years and remained 
range-bound between 28% and 29% of 
GDP in the past 4 years. This has been a 
detrimental factor for the overall economic 
growth of the country. 

▪ Within the new investment segment, the 
government’s share in such investments 
declined from 56% in FY15 to 36% in FY19. 

▪ Stalled or abandoned projects declined 
over the last five years, though such 
government-owned projects increased. 

▪ Two primary reasons for the stalling of the 
projects have been cited;  

o lack of non-environmental clearances 
along with lack of funds, 

o the “stressed liquidity in the banking 
system, especially in the NBFC segment, 
and rising NPAs leading to curtailed 
lending activity by the banks, limited the 
availability of funds for the projects. 

▪ The analysis concluded that the overall 
investment climate, as denoted by new 
projects undertaken, did indicate a 
slowdown, though the scenario around 
stalled projects had shown some 
improvement. 
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What is GFCF? 
▪ As per RBI, Gross capital formation refers 

to the ‘aggregate of gross additions to 
fixed assets (fixed capital formation) plus 
change in stocks during the counting 
period.’  

▪ Fixed asset refers to the construction, 
machinery and equipment. 

▪ OECD definition: Gross fixed capital 
formation (GFCF), also called 
"investment," is defined as the acquisition 
of produced assets (including purchases 
of second-hand assets), includ00000ing the 
production of such assets by producers for 
their own use, minus disposals.  

9) Reconstitution of SENSEX 
About BSE 

▪ Established in 1875, BSE (formerly known 
as Bombay Stock Exchange Ltd.), is Asia's 
first & the Fastest Stock Exchange in 
world with the speed of 6 micro seconds 
and one of India's leading exchange 
groups.  

▪ Over the past 143 years, BSE has facilitated 
the growth of the Indian corporate sector 
by providing it an efficient capital-raising 
platform.  

▪ Popularly known as BSE, it was 
established as ‘The Native Share & Stock 
Brokers' Association’ in 1875.  

▪ In 2017 BSE become the 1st listed stock 
exchange of India. 

▪ Today BSE provides an efficient and 
transparent market for trading in equity, 
currencies, debt instruments, derivatives, 
mutual funds. 

▪ BSE has also launched BSE Sammaan, the 
CSR exchange, is a 1st of its kind initiative 
which aims to connect corporate with 
verified NGOs. 

▪ BSE's popular equity index - the S&P BSE 
SENSEX - is India's most widely tracked 
stock market benchmark index.  

▪ It is traded internationally on the EUREX 
as well as leading exchanges of the BRCS 
nations (Brazil, Russia, China and South 
Africa) 

Subsidiaries of BSE 
▪ Indian Clearing Corporation Limited, a 

wholly owned subsidiary of BSE, acts as 
the central counterparty to all trades 
executed on the BSE trading platform and 

provides full novation, guaranteeing the 
settlement of all bonafide trades executed. 

▪ Novation refers to an arrangement 
whereby bilateral transactions are done 
through a clearinghouse, which essentially 
functions as a middleman.  

▪ In this case, rather than transacting directly 
with buyers, sellers transfer their securities 
to the clearinghouse, which in turn sells the 
securities to the buyers.  

▪ The clearinghouse assumes the 
counterparty risk of one party defaulting. 

▪ BSE Institute Ltd, another fully owned 
subsidiary of BSE runs one of the most 
respected capital market educational 
institutes in the country. 

About SENSEX 
▪ The BSE SENSEX (also known as the S&P 

Bombay Stock Exchange Sensitive Index 
or simply the SENSEX) is a free-float 
market-weighted stock market index of 
30 well-established and financially 
sound companies listed on Bombay Stock 
Exchange.  

▪ The 30 component companies which are 
some of the largest and most actively 
traded stocks, are representative of 
various industrial sectors of the Indian 
economy.  

▪ Published since 1 January 1986, the S&P 
BSE SENSEX is regarded as the pulse of the 
domestic stock markets in India.  

Why in News? 
o BSE has reconstituted its indices, including 

the benchmark Sensex. The changes would 
be effective December 23. 

Reconstituted SENSEX 
▪ The index would include  Titan Company, 

UltraTech Cement and Nestle India. 
▪ The inclusion will lead to Tata Motors, Tata 

Motors DVR (differential voting rights), 
Vedanta and Yes Bank making an exit from 
the Sensex.  

▪ Changes have also been made in the 
broader indices like BSE 500, BSE 200, 
BSE 100, BSE Sensex 50 and BSE Sensex  

10) Petroleum and Natural Gas 
Regulatory Board (PNGRB) 

About PNGRB 

▪ The Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory 
Board (PNGRB) was constituted under The 
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Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory 
Board Act, 2006. 

▪ The Act envisages the Board to protect the 
interests of consumers and entities 
engaged in specified activities relating to 
petroleum, petroleum products and natural 
gas and to promote competitive markets 
and for matters connected therewith or 
incidental thereto. 

▪ The board has also been mandated to 
regulate the refining, processing, storage, 
transportation, distribution, marketing and 
sale of petroleum, petroleum products and 
natural gas excluding production of crude 
oil and natural gas so as to ensure 
uninterrupted and adequate supply of 
petroleum, petroleum products and natural 
gas in all parts of the country. 

Why in News? 
o The Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory 

Board (PNGRB) has formed a “high-level 
committee” to draft a national policy on 

City Gas Distribution (CGD) to speed up 
the development of infrastructure for 
supply of piped natural gas to households 
as well as CNG for automobiles and 
industrial units. 

News in Detail 
▪ The decision assumes significance 

considering challenges, especially delay in 
getting approvals at the State level, that 
CGD entities in certain geographical areas 
(GAs) are facing. 

▪ The CGD industry has witnessed significant 
progress in the last two years in terms of 
authorisation of GAs. 

▪ The number of such GAs has increased 
from 78 at the end of 2017 to 229 at 
present, covering 71% of the country’s 
population as against 20% two years ago. 

▪ A national CGD policy would serve as a 
guide for the States to formulate their own 
policy. 
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International Relations 
 

1) UAE citizens can now get 
Indian visa on arrival 

Visa on arrival in India 

▪ Visa-on-Arrival facility is available to the 
citizens of Japan, South Korea & UAE(only 
for such UAE nationals who had earlier 
obtained e-Visa or regular/paper visa 
for India).  

▪ This facility is not available to any person if 
he/she or either of his/her parents or 
grandparents (paternal or maternal) was 
born in or permanent resident of Pakistan.  

▪ Visa-on-Arrival is provided to Japanese, 
South Korean and UAE nationals only at 
six designated international airports at 
Bangalore, Chennai, Delhi, Hyderabad, 
Kolkata and Mumbai. 

Why in News? 
▪ UAE nationals travelling to India can 

get on-arrival visa effective from 
November 16, 2019, the Government 
of India, has announced. 

News in Detail 

 
▪ This facility is aimed at further 

strengthening people to people and trade 
links as well as strategic ties between the 
two countries.   

▪ India has a comprehensive strategic 
partnership with UAE. 

Other Visa relaxations by India 
▪ Citizens of Bhutan and Nepal do not 

require visas or passports to enter India 
(unless arriving from mainland China, Hong 
Kong, Macau, Maldives or Pakistan), and 
may remain in the country without any 
limit of stay. Citizens of these countries 
may also live and work freely in India. 

▪ Visa free entry - Citizens of  Maldives do 
not require visas to enter India for 90 days 
(unless arriving from mainland China). 

▪ The e-Visa scheme with three 
subcategories- e-Tourist Visa, e-Business 
Visa and e-Medical Visa, is available to 
citizens of 113 countries. 

 

2) Bhutan to levy charges on 
Indian tourists 

Indo-Bhutan relationship 

▪ On August 8, 1949 Bhutan and India signed 
the Treaty of Friendship, calling for peace 
between the two nations and non-
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interference in each other's internal 
affairs. 

▪ However, Bhutan agreed to let India 
"guide" its foreign policy and both nations 
would consult each other closely on foreign 
and defence affairs.  

▪ The treaty also established free trade and 
extradition protocols. 

▪ Scholars regard the effect of the treaty is to 
make Bhutan into a protected state, but 
not a protectorate, because Bhutan 
continues to have the power to conduct its 
own foreign policy. 

▪ India re-negotiated the 1949 treaty with 
Bhutan and signed a new treaty of 
friendship in 2007.  

▪ The new treaty replaced the provision 
requiring Bhutan to take India's guidance 
on foreign policy with broader sovereignty 
and not require Bhutan to obtain India's 
permission over arms imports. 

Why in News? 
▪ In a major shift in policy, Bhutan plans to 

levy charges on tourists from regional 
countries, including India, Bangladesh and 
Maldives, who at present are exempted 
from any charges. 

▪ According to the new draft tourism policy, 
the new charges have been necessitated by 
the sharp increase in tourists from the 
region, mainly India, who cross over the 
land boundaries. 

 
3) Sri Lanka elections 

Indo-Sri Lanka relations 

▪ There are deep racial and cultural links 
between the two countries. 

▪ India and Sri Lanka share a maritime 
border. India is the only neighbour of Sri 
Lanka, separated by the Palk Strait. 

▪ Both nations occupy a strategic position in 
South Asia and have sought to build a 
common security umbrella in the Indian 
Ocean. 

▪ Sri Lankan civil war and India’s 
intervention in it were a point of low in the 
bilateral relations. 

▪ In recent years Sri Lanka has moved closer 
to China, especially in terms of naval 
agreements.  

▪ India has signed a nuclear energy deal to 
improve relations. India made a nuclear 
energy pact with Sri Lanka in 2015. 

 
Why in News? 
▪ Gotabaya Rajapaksa, opposition candidate 

in Sri Lanka’s presidential contest, emerged 
winner securing 52.25 % of the mandate. 

4) Indo-Nepal - Kalapani issue 
Indo-Nepal relationship 

▪ The 1950 Indo-Nepal Treaty of Peace 
and Friendship defined security and other 
relations between the two countries. 

▪ The treaty also granted Nepalese, the same 
economic and educational opportunities as 
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Indian citizens in India, while accounting 
for preferential treatment to Indian citizens 
and businesses compared to other 
nationalities in Nepal.  

▪ The Indo-Nepal border is open; Nepalese 
and Indian nationals may move freely 
across the border without passports or 
visas and may live and work in either 
country.  

▪ However, Indians aren't allowed to own 
land-properties or work in government 
institutions in Nepal. 

▪ But Nepalese nationals in India are allowed 
to work in Indian government institutions 
(except in some states and some civil 
services the IFS, IAS, and IPS). 

▪ After years of dissatisfaction by the 
Nepalese government, India in 2014, 
agreed to revise and adjust the treaty to 
reflect the current realities. 

▪ However, the modality of adjustment hasn't 
been made clear by either side. 

All is not well 
▪ Despite the close linguistic, marital, 

religious, and cultural ties, at people to 
people level between Indians and Nepalese, 
since late 2015, political issues and border 
disputes have strained relations between 
the two countries with anti-Indian 
sentiment growing amongst the 
government and people of Nepal. 

▪ Further because of border disputes 
between the two countries, a boundary 
agreement hasn't yet been ratified by either 
government. 

Madhesi crisis - low point in relations 
▪ Nepal promulgated its new Constitution in 

2015 but the Madheshis, the Janajatis and 
the Tharus, who are considered as the 
marginalized groups felt they were being 
left out in the new constitution.  

▪ These groups, Madheshi in particular, then 
blockaded the border points.  

▪ The Nepalese government accused India of 
deliberately worsening the embargo by not 
allowing vehicles to pass from check-points 
where no protests were held.  

▪ Indian government however denied all 
allegations of any involvement in the 
blockade. 

Where is Kalapani? 
▪ The Kalapani territory is an area disputed 

between India and Nepal, but under 
Indian administration as part of 

Pithoragarh district in the Uttarakhand 
state.  

▪ It is marked by the Kalapani river, one of 
the headwaters of the Kali River in the 
Himalayas at an altitude of 3600–5200 
meters.  

▪ The valley of Kalapani, with the Lipulekh 
Pass at the top, forms the Indian route to 
Kailash–Manasarovar, an ancient 
pilgrimage site.  

▪ It is also the traditional trading route to 
Tibet for the Bhotiyas of Uttarakhand. 

 
What is the issue? 
▪ The Treaty of Sugauli signed by Nepal 

and British East India Company in 1816 
defines the Kali River as Nepal's western 
boundary with India.  

▪ However, what is meant by "Kali River" in 
the upper reaches is unclear because many 
mountain streams come to join and form 
the river.  

▪ British India conducted the first surveys of 
the upper reaches in 1870s.  

▪ From 1879 onwards, the survey maps show 
the stream that flows down from the 
Lipulekh Pass (called the Lipu Gad or 
Kalapani River) as the Kali River.  

▪ This stream has served as the border 
between India and Nepal until India's 
independence. 
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▪ However, the discrepancy in locating the 

source of the river led to boundary disputes 
between India and Nepal, with each 
country producing maps supporting their 
own claims.  

▪ The Kali River runs through an area that 
includes a disputed area of about 400 km² 
around the source of the river although the 
exact size of the disputed area varies from 
source to source.  

▪ Kalapani has been controlled by India's 
Indo-Tibetan Border Police since the 
Sino-Indian War with China in 1962. 

▪ In 1961, prior to the India-China war, 
according to Nepali land surveyors, Nepal 
had done a population survey in Kalapani 
and India had no say in it then. 

 

Why in News? 
▪ Nepali Prime Minister K.P. Sharma Oli 

demanded withdrawal of Indian military 
personnel from the Kalapani region which 
the new political map of India has shown as 
part of Uttarakhand. 

▪ Nepal has witnessed street protests since 
India published a new political map on 
November 2 which portrayed the newly-
created Union Territories of Jammu and 
Kashmir and Ladakh as separate entities. 

5) 6th ASEAN Defence Ministers’ 
Meeting-Plus (ADMM-Plus) 

About ADMM 

▪ The ASEAN Defence Ministers' Meeting 
(ADMM) is the highest defence 
consultative and cooperative 
mechanism in ASEAN.  

▪ The ADMM aims to promote mutual trust 
and confidence through greater 
understanding of defence and security 
challenges as well as enhancement of 
transparency and openness. 

▪ All ASEAN Member States, namely Brunei 
Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Thailand, and Viet Nam are 
members of the ADMM. 

▪ The Chairman of the ADMM is the ASEAN 
Chair and its rotation follows the ASEAN 
chairmanship. 

▪ The ASEAN Security Community (ASC) 
Plan of Action, adopted at the 10th ASEAN 
Summit, stipulates that ASEAN shall work 
towards the convening of an annual 
ADMM.  

▪ Against this background, the inaugural 
meeting of the ADMM was held in Kuala 
Lumpur on 9 May 2006. 

Achievements of ADMM 
▪ Cooperation in the ASEAN defence sector 

has grown steadily since its inception in 
2006.  

▪ Work in humanitarian assistance and 
disaster relief (HADR), in particular, has 
been progressing at a significant pace. 

▪ ASEAN Peacekeeping Centres Network 
and on ASEAN Defence Industry 
Collaboration were adopted by the 5th 
ADMM in 2011. 

▪ Initiatives on establishing ASEAN Defence 
Interaction Programme and an ADMM 
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Logistics Support Framework were 
adopted by the 7th ADMM in 2013. 

▪ Another important new ADMM initiative is 
the establishment of a Direct 
Communications Link, which was 
adopted by the 8th ADMM in 2014.  

▪ The Link, when established, will be a 
practical confidence and security-building 
measure that aims to promote quick 
response cooperation in emergency 
situation, in particular relating to maritime 
security. 

About ADMM-Plus 
▪ The ADMM-Plus is a platform for ASEAN 

and its eight Dialogue Partners to 
strengthen security and defence 
cooperation for peace, stability, and 
development in the region. 

▪ The 2nd ADMM in Singapore in 2007 
adopted the Concept Paper to establish the 
ADMM-Plus. 

▪ The Inaugural ADMM-Plus was convened 
in Ha Noi, Viet Nam, on 12 October 2010.  

▪ The Defence Ministers then agreed on five 
areas of practical cooperation to pursue 
under this new mechanism, namely 
maritime security, counter-terrorism, 
humanitarian assistance and disaster 
relief, peacekeeping operations and 
military medicine. 

▪ Later, new priority areas of humanitarian 
mine action and cyber security were 
added. 

▪ In 2013, for the first time the military of 
ASEAN and the Plus countries joined 
together to conduct practical exercises in 
the areas of HADR, military medicine, 
counter-terrorism and maritime security. 

▪ The ADMM-Plus countries include ten 
ASEAN Member States and eight Plus 
countries, namely Australia, China, India, 
Japan, New Zealand, South Korea, 
Russian Federation, and the United 
States. 

▪ The Chairmanship of the ADMM-Plus shall 
follow the Chairmanship of the ADMM. 

Why in News? 
▪ The 6th ASEAN Defence Ministers’ 

Meeting-Plus (ADMM-Plus) was held in 
Bangkok, Thailand. 

 

6) Israeli settlements no longer 
considered illegal- US 

Why in News? 

▪ The US said it no longer considers Israeli 
settlements in the West Bank to be a 
violation of international law, reversing 
four decades of American policy and 
further undermining the Palestinians’ effort 
to gain statehood. 

▪ The administration of President Donald 
Trump will no longer abide by a 1978 
State Department legal opinion that the 
settlements were "inconsistent with 
international law". 

Background 
▪ Israel captured the West Bank and East 

Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war and 
quickly began settling the newly conquered 
territory.  

▪ Today, some 700,000 Israeli settlers live in 
the two areas, which are both claimed by 
the Palestinians for their state.  

▪ After the war, it immediately annexed east 
Jerusalem, home to the holy city most 
important religious sites, in a move that is 
not internationally recognized.  
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▪ But Israel has never annexed the West 

Bank, even as it has dotted the territory 
with scores of settlements and tiny 
settlement outposts. 

▪ While claiming the fate of the settlements is 
a subject for negotiations, it has steadily 
expanded them.  

▪ Some major settlements have over 30,000 
residents, resembling small cities and 
serving as suburbs of Jerusalem and Tel 
Aviv.  

▪ The Palestinians and most of the world say 
the settlements undermine hopes for a 
two-state solution by gobbling up land 
sought by the Palestinians.  

▪ Israel settlement activities have also drawn 
attention to its treatment of Palestinians.  

▪ While Jewish settlers can freely enter Israel 
and vote in Israeli elections, West Bank 
Palestinians are subject to Israeli military 
law, require permits to enter Israel and do 

not have the right to vote in Israeli 
elections. 

 
The US stance so far 
▪ The 1978 legal opinion on settlements is 

known as the Hansell Memorandum.  
▪ It had been the basis for more than 40 

years of carefully worded U.S. opposition to 
settlement construction that had varied in 
its tone and strength, depending on the 
president position.  

▪ The international community 
overwhelmingly considers the settlements 
illegal based in part on the Fourth Geneva 
Convention, which bars an occupying 
power from transferring parts of its own 
civilian population to occupied territory.  

7) U.S. Senate passes Hong Kong 
rights Bill 

Why in News? 

▪ The U.S. Senate unanimously adopted a 
legislation supporting “human rights 
and democracy” in Hong Kong and 
threatening to revoke its special 
economic status. 

 
News in Detail 
▪ The lawmakers also approved a measure 

that would ban the sale of tear gas, rubber 
bullets and other equipment that have been 
used by security forces to suppress 
protests for nearly six months. 

▪ The Senate’s Hong Kong Human Rights 
and Democracy Act would require the U.S. 
President to annually review the 
favourable trade status that Washington 
grants to Hong Kong. 
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▪ It also mandates sanctions against Hong 
Kong and Chinese officials who commit 
human rights abuses including “extra-
judicial rendition”.  

Background 
▪ The pro-democracy movement was ignited 

in June when millions took to the streets in 
opposition to a now-abandoned attempt to 

allow extraditions from Hong Kong to 
mainland China. 

 
▪ The protests and resulting crackdowns 

have turned parts of Hong Kong into 
violent battlegrounds for weeks. 

▪ For more details, refer Officers’ Pulse Issue 
No. 23. 
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SCIENCE and TECHNOLOGY 
1) Long-standing conundrum on 

the Sun’s atmosphere solved 
The Sun 

▪ The Sun can be split into two regions: 
▪ The interior is a sphere with radius R = 

7x108m. There are three main parts to the 
Sun's interior: 

1. The core is at the center. It the hottest 
region, where the nuclear fusion 
reactions that power the Sun occur 

2. The radiative (or radiation) zone - Its 
name is derived from the way energy is 
carried outward through this layer, carried 
by photons as thermal radiation. 

3. The convective (or convection) zone - It 
is also named after the dominant mode of 
energy flow in this layer; heat moves 
upward via roiling convection. 

▪ The atmosphere lies on top and has the 
following layers (from innermost to 
outermost): 

1. The photosphere is about 300 km thick. 
Most of the Sun's visible light that we see 
originates from this region. It is the 
boundary between the Sun's interior and 
the solar atmosphere. 

2. The chromosphere is about 2000 km 
thick. We only see this layer and the other 
outer layers during an eclipse. It is lower 
region of the solar atmosphere. 

3. The corona extends outwards for more 
than a solar radius. It is upper region of 
the solar atmosphere. The upper corona 
gradually turns into the solar wind, a flow 
of plasma that moves outward through our 
solar system into interstellar space. The 
solar wind is, in a sense, just an extension 
of the Sun's atmosphere that engulfs all of 
the planets.  

Why in News? 
▪ An international team of researchers 

including one at Indian Institute of 
Astrophysics, Bengaluru, had possibly 
found reasons for why the Sun’s 
atmosphere is hotter than its surface.   

 
The puzzle of solar atmosphere 
▪ The temperature at the core of the Sun is 

nearly 15 million degrees Celsius, while 
that at its surface layer, photosphere, is 

merely 5,700 degrees C.

 
▪ The natural thing to expect is that still 

further outwards, in its atmosphere, known 
as the corona, the temperatures would be 
comparable to that at the surface 
(photosphere).  

▪ However, the temperature of the corona is 
much higher.  

▪ It starts increasing outside the 
photosphere, reaching a value of about one 
million degrees or more in the corona. 

 
New findings 
▪ The key to the puzzle lies in geyser-like 

jets known as solar spicules that emanate 
from the interface of the corona and the 
photosphere.  
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▪ They are 200-500 kilometres wide and 
extend up to heights of about 5,000 km 
above the solar surface. 

▪ Scientists  have deciphered how these 
spicules form and also shows that they act 
as conduits through which hot plasma is 
carried into the corona region. 

▪ Observations show that these spicules heat 
up while propagating upward, reaching the 
coronal temperature.  

▪ They are made of plasma – a mixture of 
positive ions and negatively charged 
electrons. 

▪ Objects at different temperatures emit light 
of different wavelengths. The coronal 
plasma emits light in extreme ultraviolet.  

▪ There is an increase in coronal intensity 
(emission) as spicules propagate 
upwards. 

How the spicules originate? 
▪ The key findings are that bursts of spicules 

originate from the boundaries of web 
like networks of magnetic structures in 
the surface.  

▪ Near their footpoints, there emerge 
magnetic elements that have opposite 
polarity to the existing magnetic network. 

▪ When the structures with opposing polarity 
run into each other, they cancel out. This 
was seen at the footpoints of some spicules. 

▪ Exactly at the time of cancellation, the 
presence of spicules were observed, which 
are also responsible for heating the upper 
atmosphere. 

Additional details 
▪ The team did their observations using the 

1.6-metre Goode Solar Telescope at the 
Big Bear Solar Observatory (BBSO), USA, 
the world’s largest solar telescope, with 
the NIRIS ( Near-Infrared Imaging 
Spectro-polarimeter) instrument.  

▪ This is a high-precision instrument and can 
measure magnetic fields with high 
sensitivity. 

▪ The researchers also matched these 
observations with simultaneous 
observations form the Atmospheric 
Imaging Assembly in NASA’s Solar 
Dynamic Observatory spacecraft. 

▪ The research involved taking many high-
spatial-resolution images of the same 
region of the Sun within a short time. 
This is known as high-cadence.  

2) NATGRID 
About NATGRID 

▪ NATGRID is an integrated intelligence grid 
which will connect databases of core 
security agencies. 

▪ It was first proposed in the aftermath of the 
terrorist attacks on Mumbai in 2008. 

▪ NATGRID was formed with an aim to 
collect comprehensive patterns of 
intelligence that can be readily accessed by 
intelligence agencies. 

▪ It will link 10 user agencies (intelligence 
and investigation agencies) with certain 
databases that would be procured from 21 
organisations.  

▪ The agencies concerned include the 
Intelligence Bureau, Research and Analysis 
Wing, local police, and revenue and 
customs departments. 

▪ NATGRID’s data recovery centre is in 
Bengaluru. 

▪ It will utilise technologies like Big Data and 
analytics to study and analyse the huge 
amounts of data from various intelligence 
and enforcement agencies to help track 
suspected terrorists and prevent terrorist 
attacks. 

▪ NATGRID's data sources include records 
related to immigration entry and exit, 
banking and financial transactions and 
telecommunications. 

▪ NATGRID was exempted from the Right 
to Information Act, 2005 under sub-
section (2) of Section 24. 

Why in News? 
▪ The Lok Sabha was informed that the 

ambitious National Intelligence Grid 
(NATGRID) project will be operational by 
December 31, 2020. 

3) U.S. State Department 
approves $1 billion arms sale to 
India 

Why in News? 

▪ The US State Department has approved an 
arms deal valued at just over $1 billion, in 
which the U.S. could sell India up to 13 MK 
45 5 inch/ 62 caliber (MOD 4) naval 
guns and related equipment. 

News in Detail 
▪ The MK-45 Gun System will provide the 

capability to conduct anti-surface warfare 
and anti-air defense missions while 
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enhancing interoperability with U.S. and 
other allied forces. 

▪ The sale approval was in response to a 
Government of India request to buy the 
guns and 3,500 D349 Projectile, 5”/54 
MK 92 MOD 1 Ammunition. 

▪ The proposed sale will include ammunition, 
spare parts, training of personnel and 
equipment, technical data, publications, 
technical and logistical assistance and 
transport. 
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PIB ANAYSIS 
1) NISHTHA Programme: 
About the Program: 
▪ NISHTHA is a capacity building 

programme for "Improving Quality of 
School Education through Integrated 
Teacher Training". 

▪ It aims to build competencies among all the 
teachers and school principals at the 
elementary stage. NISHTHA is the world's 
largest teachers' training programme of its 
kind. 

▪ The basic objective of this massive training 
programme is to motivate and equip 
teachers to encourage and foster critical 
thinking in students. The initiative is first of 
its kind wherein standardized training 
modules are developed at national level 
for all States and UTs. 

Highlights of the programme 
▪ Capacity building of 4.2 million teachers 
▪ Integrated training of principals/heads as 

key academic support 
▪ Focus on competency and higher order 

thinking skills based teaching learning 
▪ Training of all heads and teachers as first 

level counselors 
▪ Promoting experiential and joyful learning 
▪ Awareness of centrally sponsored 

schemes/initiatives 
▪ Online monitoring and support system 
▪ Convergence of multi-departmental efforts 
▪ Activity based training modules 
Why in News? 
▪ The Department of School Education and 

Literacy has launched a National Mission to 
improve learning outcomes at the 
Elementary level through an Integrated 
Teacher Training Programme called 
NISHTHA a Centrally Sponsored Scheme of 
Samagra Shiksha in 2019-20.  

2) Bharatiya Poshan Krishi Kosh  
About Bharatiya Poshan Krishi Kosh: 
▪ It will be a repository of diverse crop 

across agro-climatic zones in India for 
better nutritional outcomes. 

▪ Ministry of Women and Child 
Development collaborated with Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation to reduce 
malnutrition among women and children 
across the country. 

Why in News? 

▪ The Union Minister of Women and Child 
Development (WCD) and Textiles, along 
with Bill Gates, co-chair of Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation launched the Bharatiya 
Poshan Krishi Kosh (BPKK) to reduce 
malnutrition among children and women. 

▪ During the event, eminent agricultural 
scientist, Dr M S Swaminathan (Father of 
the Green Revolution in India) said that 
to make India nutrition secure a 5 point 
action programme should be 
implemented i.e. 

▪ Ensure calorie rich diet for women 
▪ Ensure intake of proteins in the form of 

pulses to eradicate protein hunger in 
women and children. 

▪ Eradicate hidden hunger due to deficiency 
of micronutrients like Vitamin A, Vitamin B, 
Iron and Zinc 

▪ Ensure clean drinking water 
▪ Spreading nutrition literacy in every village 

particularly in mothers with children less 
than 100days’ old.  

3) Travel & Tourism 
competitiveness Index 

About Travel and Tourism competitiveness 
Index: 

▪ The Travel and Tourism Competitiveness 
Index (TTCI) is produced by the World 
Economic Forum (WEF) and measures the 
factors and policies that make a country a 
viable place to invest within the Travel 
and Tourism sector. 

▪ This report is published biennially. 
▪ The countries are ranked in four sub-

indexes. These are: 
1. Enabling Environment 
2. Travel and tourism policy and enabling 

condition 

3. Infrastructure 

4. Natural and cultural resources 
▪ Together, these four sub-indexes include a 

total of 14 pillars, which are used to score a 
country's overall travel and tourism 
competitiveness. 

About World Economic Forum: 
▪ The World Economic Forum is the 

International Organization for Public-
Private Cooperation. 

▪ The Forum engages the foremost political, 
business, cultural and other leaders of 
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society to shape global, regional and 
industry agendas. 

▪ It was established in 1971 as a not-for-
profit foundation and is headquartered in 
Geneva, Switzerland. It is independent, 
impartial and not tied to any special 
interests. The Forum strives in all its efforts 
to demonstrate entrepreneurship in the 
global public interest while upholding the 
highest standards of governance. Moral and 
intellectual integrity is at the heart of 
everything it does. 

Why in News? 
▪ Recently, the World Economic Forum has 

released World Travel and Tourism 
competitiveness Index in which India has 
moved up six places to rank 34th. 

4) National Institute of Sowa 
Rigpa (NISR) 

About  Sowa- Rigpa: 
▪ It is commonly known as Amchi system of 

medicine, is one of the oldest medical 
traditions of the world and originated from 
Tibet. 

▪ It is a Traditional Medical system of the 
Himalayan belt in India. 

▪ It has been popularly practiced in Sikkim, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Darjeeling, Himachal 
Pradesh and the Union Territory of Ladakh 
and now all over India. 

Significance of setting up National Institute 
of Sowa Rigpa: 

▪ It will be an autonomous National Institute 
under the ministry of AYUSH with the 
mandate to undertake interdisciplinary 
education and research programmes in 
Sowa- Rigpa in collaboration with National 
and International Institutions. 

▪ The National Institute of Sowa-Rigpa is an 
apex Institute for Sowa-Rigpa with aim of 
bringing a valid and useful synergy 
between Traditional Wisdom of Sowa- 
Rigpa and modern science, tools and 
technology. 

▪ The setting up of the National Institute of 
Sowa-Rigpa would provide an impetus for 
the revival of Sowa-Rigpa in the Indian 
Sub-Continent. 

▪ Their standard procedure and within the 
framework of traditional Sowa-Rigpa 
principle and possible correlation with bio-
molecular western medicine in providing 
health care facilities to the general public. 

▪ It will help to promote interdisciplinary 
research & education of Sowa- Rigpa. 

Why in News? 
▪ Cabinet approves establishment of the 

National Institute of Sowa Rigpa (NISR) at 
Leh, Union Territory of Ladakh 

5) Patent Prosecution Highway 
Programme 

About Patent Prosecution Highway 
Programme: 

▪ Patent Prosecution Highway Programme is 
an initiative where they can share the 
information regarding patent prosecution 
procedures between the offices from other 
countries. 

▪ It was adopted by the Indian Patent Office 
under the Controller General of Patents, 
Designs & Trademarks, India (CGPDTM) 
with patent offices of various other interest 
countries. 

▪ Initially India (Indian Patent Office) will 
commence with Japan (Japan Patent Office) 
on a pilot basis for a period of 3 years only. 

▪ Under this pilot programme, Indian Patent 
Office may receive patent applications in 
certain specified technical fields only, 
namely, Electrical, Electronics, Computer 
science, Information technology, Physics, 
Civil, Mechanical, Textiles, Automobiles and 
Metallurgy while Japan Patent Office may 
receive applications in all fields of 
technology. 

Benefits of Patent Prosecution Highway 
Programme: 

▪ Reduction in time to dispose patent 
applications. 

▪ Reduction in pendency of patent 
applications. 

▪ Improvement in quality of search and 
examination of patent applications. 

▪ It will be an opportunity for Indian 
Investors including MSMEs and Start-up of 
India to get accelerated examination of 
their patent applications in Japan. 

 
Why in News? 
▪ Cabinet approves the Patent Prosecution 

Highway programme. 

6) Satellite to Access Pollution 
Status 

Why in News? 
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▪ ISRO’s Satellite INSAT-3D & 3DR are used 
to update the weather, particularly used for 
assessment of air pollution. 

About INSAT-3D: 
▪ INSAT-3D is an advanced weather satellite 

of India configured with improved Imaging 
System and Atmospheric Sounder. 

▪ It is designed for enhanced meteorological 
observations, monitoring of land and ocean 
surfaces, generating vertical profile of the 
atmosphere in terms of temperature and 
humidity for weather forecasting and 
disaster warning. 

About INSAT-3DR: 
▪ It is similar to INSAT 3D, is an advanced 

meteorological satellite of India configured 
with an imaging System and an 
Atmospheric Sounder. 

Significance: 
▪ Imaging in Middle Infrared band to provide 

night time pictures of low clouds and fog. 
▪ Imaging in two thermal Infrared bands for 

estimation of Sea Surface Temperature 
(SST) with better accuracy. 

▪ Higher spatial Resolution in the Visible and 
Thermal Infrared bands. 

▪ These satellites is used to monitor Aerosol 
Optical Depth (AOD) which indicate the 
particles and smoke from biomass burning 
affecting visibility and increase of PM2.5 
and PM10 concentration in the 
atmosphere. 

▪ About Aerosol Optical Depth: Aerosol 
Optical Depth is a quantitative estimate of 
the amount of aerosol present in the 
atmosphere. It can be used as a proxy for 
surface Particulate Matter PM2.5.AOD 
measure the extinction of a ray of light as it 
passes through the atmosphere.  

7) Zero Budget Natural Farming: 
About Zero Budget Natural Farming: 
▪ It is a method of Chemical free agriculture, 

i.e. a natural farming technique that uses 
Biological pesticides instead of chemical 
based fertilizers. 

▪ It is a Grassroots peasant movement, 
agriculturist Subhash Palekar who 
developed it as an alternative to the Green 
Revolution’s method that are mainly done 
by Chemicals and intensive irrigation. 

▪ It aims to bring down the cost of 
production to nearly Zero and return back 
to the olden days. 

▪ Zero Budget Natural Farming is based 
on 4 pillars: 

▪ Jeevamrutha: 
▪ It is a mixture of fresh cow-dung and aged 

cow urine (Indigenous breed), jaggery, pulse 
flour, water and soil to be applied on 
farmland. 

▪ Bijamrita: 
▪ It is a concoction of neem leaves & pulp, 

tobacco and green chilies prepared for insect 
and pest management that can be used to 
treat seeds. 

▪ Acchadana (Mulching): 
▪ It protects topsoil during cultivation and does 

not destroy it by tilling. 
▪ Whapasa: 
▪ It is a condition where there are both air 

molecules and water molecules present in the 
soil. Thereby helping in reducing irrigation 
requirements.  

Why in News? 
▪ The ICAR- Indian Institute of Farming 

system Research initiated a study on 
Evaluation of Zero Budget Natural Farming 
practices in Basmati rice/ Wheat system. 

8) Kimberley Process 
Certification Scheme 

About Kimberley Process Certification 
Scheme: 

▪ It is a joint initiative involving Government, 
Civil Society and International Diamond 
Industry to govern the trade of diamonds. 

▪ It is not an organisation; it has no 
permanent office or permanent employee, 
so it works by industry and civil society 
observers. 

▪ India is one of the founding members of the 
KPCS and it has 55 members representing 
82 countries. 

▪ It is chaired on a rotational basis by 
participating countries. 

▪ It helps to remove conflict diamonds from 
the international supply chain. 

▪ In India, Gem & Jewellery Export 
Promotion Council (GJEPC) is responsible 
for issuing KP Certificates and is also 
custodian of KP Certificates received in the 
country. 

Why in News? 
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▪ The Plenary meeting of the Kimberley 
Process Certification Scheme is hosted by 
India, from 18th to 22nd November, 2019 in 
New Delhi. 

9) National Pension Scheme 
About NPS:  
▪ National Pension Scheme (NPS) is a 

government-sponsored pension scheme. It 
was launched in January 2004 for 
government employees. However, in 2009, 
it was opened to all sections.  

▪ The scheme allows subscribers to 
contribute regularly in a pension account 
during their working life. NPS is being 
implemented and regulated by Pension 
Fund Regulatory and Development 
Authority in the country. 

▪ Any individual citizen of India (both 
resident and Non-resident) in the age 
group of 18-65 years (as on the date of 
submission of NPS application) can join 
NPS. 

▪ It is eligible for Tax Benefits. 
Why in News? 
▪ Pension Fund Regulatory and Development 

Authority has conducted workshop on 
National pension scheme for corporates in 
Mumbai. The workshop was informed that 
the overall number of NPS and APY 
subscribers in the country has crossed 3.12 
crores with Asset under Management 
(AUM) of more than 3.85 lakh crores. 

▪ India’s ranking in the ‘Melbourne Mercer 
Global Pension Index 2019’ report has 
improved marginally to 32nd position. 

Atal Pension Yojana (APY)  
▪ Atal Pension Yojana (APY) addresses the old 

age income security of the working poor 
and the longevity risks among the workers 
in unorganised sector. It encourages the 
workers in unorganised sector to 
voluntarily save for their retirement. The 
Government had launched the scheme with 
effect from 1st June, 2015. The scheme 
replaces the Swavalamban Yojana / NPS 
Lite scheme. 

Benefits of APY 
▪ Fixed pension for the subscribers ranging 

between Rs.1000 to Rs. 5000, if s/he joins 
and contributes between the age of 18 years 
and 40 years. The contribution levels would 
vary and would be low if subscriber joins 
early and increase if s/he joins late. 

▪ The same pension is payable to Spouse after 
death of Subscriber. 

▪ Return of indicative pension wealth to 
nominees after death of spouse. 

▪ Contributions to the Atal Pension Yojana 
(APY) is eligible for tax benefits similar to 
the National Pension System (NPS).  
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News in Depth
AIR NEWS  

1) Himayat Mission 
About Himayat Mission 
▪ It is an initiative of Union Minister of Rural 

Development and implemented by Jammu 
& Kashmir Entrepreneurship Development 
Institute (JKEDI) with Entrepreneurship 
Development Institute of India (EDI), 
Ahmedabad as a monitoring agency. 

▪ It aims to  generate sustainable livelihood 
opportunities through self-employment for 
the youth of Jammu & Kashmir. 

 
Why in news? 
▪ 42 Projects under Himayat Mission 

sanctioned for training and placement 
target of 68,134 youths in J&K. They are 
provided free skill training for a duration 
ranging from 3 to 12 months. They will be 
trained in a range of skills with the 
provision to provide placement to every 
trained candidate. 

2) Jallianwala Bagh National 
Memorial (Amendment) Bill 
2019 

Background: 

▪ Jallianwala Bagh National Memorial Act, 
1951 provided for the erection of a 
National Memorial in memory of those 
killed or wounded on April 13, 1919, in 
Jallianwala Bagh, Amritsar. 

▪ The 1951 Act also provided for a Trust to 
manage the National Memorial. 

Composition of Trust:  
▪ Under the 1951 Act, the Trustees of the 

Memorial include: (i) the Prime Minister, as 
Chairperson, (ii) the President of the Indian 
National Congress, (iii) the Minister in-
charge of Culture, (iv) the Leader of 
Opposition in Lok Sabha, (v) the Governor 
of Punjab, (vi) the Chief Minister of Punjab, 
and (vii) three eminent persons nominated 
by the central government. 

Key provisions of the Bill 
▪ The Bill seeks to amend the Jallianwala 

Bagh National Memorial Act, 1951. 
▪ It has a provision to remove the President 

of the Congress party as a trustee and 
clarifies that when there is no Leader of the 
Opposition in the Lok Sabha, the leader of 
the single largest Opposition party will be 
the trustee. 

▪ The Bill also allows the Central government 
to terminate the term of a nominated 
trustee before the expiry of the period of 
his term, without assigning any reason. 

Why in News? 
▪ Parliament has passed the Jallianwala Bagh 

National Memorial (Amendment) Bill, 
2019. 
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Hindu Editorial Analysis 
1) Turning the Policy focus to 

child undernutrition 
Context; 
▪ The Comprehensive National Nutrition 

Survey (CNNS) report, brought out recently 
by the Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare, assumes importance especially 
against two important factors.  

1. One, the latest Global Hunger Index 
(GHI), 2019 ranks India at the 102nd 
position out of 117 countries.  

2. Two, India’s past performance in reducing 
child undernutrition has been rather 
mixed: there was a moderate decline in 
stunting but not in wasting. 

▪ These factors make the CNNS (2016-2018) 
report timely and important. 

About Comprehensive National Nutrition 
Survey 

▪  It is the first ever exercise to assess the 
malnutrition burden amongst children and 
adolescents in India.  

▪ It is conducted by the Population Council in 
partnership with UNICEF and the Ministry 
of health and family welfare.  

▪  It will yield important findings on 
malnutrition, anaemia and micronutrient 
deficiencies among children and adolescents 
in India, including new data on 5-9 year-olds 
and 10-14 year-olds.  

▪  The survey will collect National data on 
micronutrients deficiency such as vitamin A, 
iodine, zinc, folate, vitamin B12 and vitamin 
D.  

▪ The report covers dimensions of nutrition, 
some of which are new and important, and 
thereby heralds a new beginning in collecting 
national level nutrition data. 

Highlights of the survey report: 
▪ Around 10% of children in the age group of 

5 to 9 years and adolescents in the age 
group 10 to 19 years are pre – diabetic. 5% 
of them were overweight and 5% suffered 
from blood pressure. 

▪ The survey for the first time proved the 
coexistence of obesity and undernutrition. 

▪ One in five children in the age group 5 to 9 
years were stunted. 

▪ Tamil Nadu and Goa had the highest 
number of adolescents who were obese or 
overweight. 

▪ Children in rural areas are more breastfed 
than those in urban areas· this is due to the 
factors like working mothers travelling 
longer distances for work in urban areas.  

▪ A higher proportion of children residing in 
urban areas are having a diverse dietary 
pattern than compared to children in Rural 
area.  

▪ Children and adolescents residing in urban 
areas have a higher prevalence of iron 
deficiency compared to their rural 
counterparts..  

▪ Children in urban areas are also 
overweight and obese as indicated by 
subscapular skinfold thickness (SSFT) for 
their age.  

▪ Higher deficiency of Vitamin D in urban 
areas as compared to rural areas this may 
be due to the sedentary lifestyle and higher 
income in the urban areas.  

▪  74% of children living in cities consume 
dairy products as compared to 58% in 
rural areas. 

▪ Rural children lag in intake of zinc which 
causes diarrhoea, growth retardation, loss 
of appetite and impaired immune function  

▪  Rural areas also witness higher prevalence 
of stunting, underweight and severe acute 
malnutrition. 

Stunting, Wasting and underweight: 
▪ (Between 2005-06 and 2015-16, child 

stunting and the condition of being 
underweight declined by 10% and 7% 
points, respectively whereas in wasting, the 
decline was  1% point.) 

▪ It reveals that India has sustained its 
progress made in reducing the number of 
stunted and underweight children in the 
last decade. Despite such sustained decline, 
the present stunting level still belongs to 
the threshold level of ‘very high’. Hence, 
what is of urgent requirement is increasing 
the rate of decline. 

Measures to reduce stunting, wasting and 
underweight: 

1)Maternal education: 
▪ Stunting among children under four years 

came down from 46% to 19%, when 
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maternal education went up from 
illiteracy/no schooling to 12 years of 
schooling completed which also holds true 
for underweight. 

2) Hygiene standards 
▪ Ending open defecation and enhancing 

access to safe water and sanitation are 
indeed appropriate policy goals, which 
need to be sustained. 

3)Dietary diversity 
▪ It is important to move away from the 

present focus on rice and wheat, which 
studies denounce as ‘staple grain 
fundamentalism,’ of Public Distribution 
System (PDS), to a more diversified food 
basket, with an emphasis on coarse grains.  

▪ It would be worth including millets in the 
PDS on a pilot basis, in States where 
stunting levels are high. 

▪  Evidence suggests that dietary diversity is 
indeed good for reducing iron deficiency 
anaemia, levels of which also remain high 
in India.  

About Global Hunger Index: 
▪ The Global Hunger Index (GHI) is an 

international tool designed to 
comprehensively measure and track 
hunger at global, regional, and national 
levels.  

▪ The report is prepared jointly by Irish aid 
agency Concern Worldwide and German 
organisation Welt Hunger half annually. 

▪ GHI scores are calculated each year to 
assess progress and setbacks in combating 
hunger. They help raise awareness and 
understanding of the struggle against 
hunger and provide a way to compare 
levels of hunger among countries. 

 
▪ The GHI is based on four indicators: 
▪ Undernourishment: the share of the 

population that is 
undernourished(insufficient caloric intake) 

▪ Child wasting: the share of children under 
the age of five who are wasted (low weight 
for their height, reflecting acute under 
nutrition) 

▪ Child stunting: the share of children under 
the age of five who are stunted (low height 
for their age, reflecting chronic under 
nutrition) 

▪ Child mortality: the mortality rate of 
children under the age of five (in part, a 

reflection of the fatal mix of inadequate 
nutrition and unhealthy environments) 

▪ Data on the above indicators are mainly 
obtained from United Nations agencies 
such as the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation, the United Nations Children’s 
Fund (Unicef) and the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) along with the World 
Bank. 

Global Hunger Index Rankings of India: 
▪ 2019- 102 out of 117 countries 
▪ 2018- 103 out of 132 countries 
▪ 2017- 100 out of 119 countries 
 

2) The mother of non issues: On 
maternity entitlements 

Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana: 
▪ Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana is a 

direct benefit transfer (DBT) scheme 
under which cash benefits are provided 
to pregnant women in their bank account 
directly to meet enhanced nutritional 
needs and partially compensate for 
wage loss.  

▪ Implementation of the scheme started with 
effect from 01.01.2017.  

▪ Under the ‘Scheme’, Pregnant Women and 
Lactating Mothers (PW&LM) receive a cash 
benefit of Rs. 5,000 in three instalments 
on fulfilling the respective conditionality, 
viz.  

1. early registration of pregnancy,  
2. ante-natal check-up and  
3. registration of the birth of the child and  
4. completion of first cycle of vaccination for 

the first living child of the family.  
Criticism of the scheme: 
▪ Summary statistics obtained from the 

Ministry of Women and Child Development 
under the Right to Information Act, and the 
Jaccha- Bachcha Survey serves as a useful 
source of information about the PMMVY. 

What does Jaccha- Bachcha Survey says? 
Findings of the survey: 
▪ Jaccha-Baccha Survey (JABS), was 

conducted with student volunteers in six 
States of north India — Chhattisgarh, 
Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Madhya 
Pradesh, Odisha and Uttar Pradesh.  

▪ Most of the sample households were 
unable to take care of the special needs 
of pregnancy, whether it was food, rest or 
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health care due to lack of knowledge or 
Power. 

▪ Among women who had delivered a baby 
in the preceding six months, only 31% said 
that they had eaten more nutritious food 
than usual during their pregnancy.  

▪ Their average weight gain during 
pregnancy was just seven kg on average, 
compared with a norm of 13 kg to 18 kg for 
women with a low body-mass index.  

▪  In Uttar Pradesh, 39% of the respondents 
had no clue whether they had gained 
weight during pregnancy, and 36% had 
gone through it without a health check-up.  

▪ It is only in Himachal Pradesh, where rural 
women are relatively well-off, well-
educated and self-confident, that the 
special needs of pregnancy received 
significant attention. 

 
▪ The JABS survey suggests that PMMVY has 

been ruined in three steps.  
1. The coverage and benefits were reduced 

which defused public demand for PMMVY.  
2. The application process is tedious. Aside 

from filling a long form for each instalment, 
women have to submit a series of 
documents, including their ‘mother-and-
child protection’ card, bank passbook, 
Aadhaar card and husband’s Aadhaar card. 
Essential details in different documents 
have to match, and the bank account needs 
to be linked with Aadhaar.  

3. There are frequent technical glitches in 
the online application and payment 
process. When an application is rejected, or 
returned with queries, the applicant may or 
may not get to know about it. Grievance 
redressal facilities are virtually non-
existent. 

▪ According to Summary statistics obtained 
from the Ministry of Women and Child 
Development under the Right to 
Information Act, in 2018-19 only around 
22% of all pregnant women received 
any PMMVY money, and around 14% 
received the full benefits.  

TamilNadu and Odisha sets an example: 
▪ Some State governments have put in place 

effective maternity benefit schemes of their 
own.  

▪ Tamilnadu: 
▪  Tamil Nadu,is  the serial pioneer in the 

field of social security.  

▪ Under the Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddy 
Maternity Benefit Scheme, pregnant 
women in Tamil Nadu receive financial 
assistance of ₹18,000 per child for the 
first two births, including a nutrition kit. 

▪ Odisha: 
▪ Odisha’s Mamata scheme also covers two 

births, though with lower entitlements 
— ₹5,000 per child, as with the PMMVY.  

▪ The JABS survey suggests that the Mamata 
scheme is working reasonably well: 
among women who had delivered in the 
last six months, 88% of those eligible for 
Mamata benefits had applied, and 75% had 
received at least one of the two 
instalments. 

 
▪ It would take very little to extend and 

consolidate these initiatives on a 
national basis.  

 

3) A precedent: on apex court 
ruling on Essar Steel 

Context: 
▪ Recently the Supreme Court gave its 

verdict in the matter of Essar steel which 
serves as a landmark in the history of 
Insolvency and Bankruptcy resolution in 
India. 

▪ The order will finally pave the way for 
resolution of Essar Steel, one of the oldest 
cases in the IBC process.  

▪ It was one of the original Dirty Dozen 
referred by the RBI to National Company 
Law Tribunal (NCLT) for Corporate 
Insolvency Resolution Process under the 
IBC Code. 

▪ Following this verdict, steel tycoon 
Lakshmi Mittal can now finally bring his 
global giant ArcelorMittal to India to set up 
shop here. 

What is the Judgement? 
▪ 1)Primacy of financial creditors over 

operational creditors: 
▪ Supreme Court has upheld the Primacy of 

financial creditors over the operational 
creditors in the repayment waterfall. 
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Repayment waterfall: 
▪ A contractual loan repayment plan 

established by a debtor organization that 
prioritizes payments to multiple creditors 
based on the size or expense of the loan. 

▪ It is the financial creditors who provide 
capital to an enterprise and their 
interests are secured in the form of 
collaterals on the firm’s assets. 

▪  Operational creditors, who are largely 
suppliers of goods and services, are 
unsecured creditors. 

▪ SC held that Operational Creditors 
cannot claim equality or precedence over 
financial creditors. 

2) Committee of Creditors is supreme: 
▪ National Company Law Appellate 

Tribunal (NCLAT), which was attempting 
to appropriate the role of the Committee of 
Creditors (CoC) in an insolvency resolution 
was made clear its position. 

▪ The ruling is clear that the CoC is supreme 
when it comes to deciding on commercial 
issues, including the repayment waterfall, 
in an insolvency resolution. 

3) Time limit not sacrosanct: 
▪ The apex court has held that the 330-day 

limit for resolution is not sacrosanct. This 
will ensure that creditors are not pressured 
to accept a below-par deal due to paucity of 
time.  

Significance of the Supreme Court 
Judgement: 

▪ The Supreme Court verdict has clarified on 
important aspects of insolvency resolution 
that had been interpreted variously by the 
National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) 
and National Company Law Appellate 
Tribunal (NCLAT). 

▪ This verdict will serve as a useful 
precedent when it comes to deciding on 
future bankruptcy cases. 

▪ The clarifications about Primacy of 
financial creditors over operational 
creditors and Committee of creditors is 
supreme shall help in quickening a 
number of other big and small cases that 
are stuck in the insolvency courts across 
the country. 

4) The myths around free trade 
agreements 

Context:  
▪ India’s decision not to join the Regional 

Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
(RCEP) made most of the people to look at 
the effect of the decision around four 
issues: exports, investments, integration 
into the global value chain (GVC) and 
domestic industry.  

Impact on exports: 
▪ Do FTAs lead to an increase in exports? 
▪ Mere signing of an FTA does not guarantee 

an increase in exports. 
▪ FTAs cut import duties, but this is only one 

of many factors that decide if exports will 
increase. 

▪  If import duty in the partner country is 
high, there is a likelihood of an increase in 
exports by 10% when this duty becomes 
zero. But chances of exports increasing are 
low if import duty of the partner country is 
low at 1-3%. But even the high import 
duties coming down to zero through the 
FTAs do not guarantee exports. 

For example, 
▪  Japan reduced duty from 10% to zero for 

Indian apparels through an FTA in 2011. 
But India’s apparel exports to Japan have 
been reduced from $255 million in 2010 to 
$152 million in 2018. This can be because 
of the Non Tariff Barriers that Japan had, 
Which is generally not negotiated in FTAs. 

Withdrawing from RCEP and its impact on 
exports: 

▪ Not signing the RCEP doesn’t mean that it 
will affect the export of India. Because India 
has FTAs with the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN), Japan, South Korea, 
and three-fourths of the bilateral trade 
already happens zero duty. India also has a 
small preferential trade agreement with 
China. 

▪  FTAs are of little significant for exporting 
to Singapore, Hong Kong, as regular (Most 
Favoured Nation) import duties are zero. 
FTAs with Malaysia, Japan, Australia, New 
Zealand, Brunei, etc. benefit few product 
groups only as more than 60% of imports 
into these countries happen at zero duty 
for all countries. 

Impact on investment: 
Does a lower import duty regime help in 

getting significant investments? 
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▪ Most investments are a result of the 
package, such as tax cuts, cheap land, 
power, etc. offered by the host country. 

▪  If a country is not the most efficient 
economy, some level of an import wall 
helps in getting external investments. 
Without an import wall, many firms may 
shift production to the more efficient FTA 
partner countries for exporting back to the 
home market.  

▪ But the quality of investments increases as 
a country moves towards becoming a more 
efficient economy. Such countries are in an 
ideal position to become a manufacturing 
and services hub. 

For example, 
▪ Let us look at evidence from the 

automobile industry in Australia and 
India. Australia, in 1987, produced 89% of 
the cars it used. It protected the car 
industry through a high 45% import duty. 
But the share of locally produced vehicles 
came down as the duties were reduced. 
Today, Australia imports nearly all cars as 
tariffs came further down to a 5% level. 
Most manufacturers such as Nissan, Ford, 
General Motors, Toyota, Mitsubishi, etc. 
which produced cars in Australia shut shop. 

▪ But, India could attract significant 
investments in the car sector on account of 
high import duties. This resulted in the 
development of an indigenous car and auto 
component industry. Now, with the car 
industry maturing, India can think of 
lowering import duties to promote 
competition. 

Impact on Global Value Chain: 
Do FTAs ease entry into Global Value 

Chains? 
▪ Actual value chain activities are time 

critical and a country cannot become a 
significant part of such value chains unless 
it has efficient ports, customs, shipping, 
roads and a regulatory compliance 
infrastructure. GVC production also 
requires harmonisation of product and 
quality standards. 

▪  FTAs alone do not make a country part of a 
value chain, which will be disrupted if a 
shipment is delayed or is of non-standard 
quality.  

For example, 
▪ ASEAN, Japan and Korea constitute the core 

of the Asian regional value chain. But 

despite FTAs with these countries, India 
has a weak presence in the electronics, 
machinery or apparels value chains. 

Impact on domestic industry: 
Is Indian industry protectionist? 
▪ The import duty getting reduced from a 

higher percentage to zero has impact on 
domestic industries however reduction in 
import duty which is already very low to 
zero doesn’t create much impact on the 
country. 

For example, 
▪ Consider the impact of reducing import 

duty on an engine from 20% to zero for an 
FTA partner. Cheaper imports may replace 
products from domestic industries. But, if 
the duty on a product is low at say 3%, the 
local industry may not care much about the 
duty elimination through any FTA. 
Countries that have reached this stage are 
comfortable doing FTAs with fewer 
worries. 

▪ However, India ranks higher than the U.S., 
Japan, and China in the trade openness 
ratio. — India (43) is more open than the 
United States (27), Japan (35), and China 
(38). 

▪ (Trade openness ratio-The ratio is the 
sum of all imports and exports as a % of 
GDP.) 

Steps to have an effect: 
▪ The FTAs can ensure market access to only 

the right quality products made at 
competitive prices. Hence Improvement in 
firm-level competitiveness is a must.  

▪ The government can help by ensuring 
lower duties on raw materials and 
intermediates than on the concerned 
finished products.  

▪ It can set up an elaborate quality and 
standards infrastructure for essential 
products. Most countries regulate imports 
through such requirements and not 
through tariffs. 

5) Odisha’s strides in nutrition 
▪ Odisha, which is one of the Empowered 

Action Group States, or eight socio 
economically backward States of India, has 
done remarkably well in health and 
nutrition outcomes over the past two 
decades. 

Health status in Odisha according to 
National Family Health Survey-4: 
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▪ Its infant mortality rate has significantly 
declined.  

▪ Its under-five mortality rate almost halved 
in the National Family Health Survey 
(NFHS)-4 from NFHS-3.  

▪ It has seen a steep decline in stunting in 
children under five.  

▪ Anaemia in children and pregnant women 
has also decreased since NFHS-3.  

▪ Antenatal care and institutional deliveries 
have shown good improvement.  

▪ Reason for such improvement: 
▪ All these changes have been possible with 

financing, policy support, robust 
leadership, and innovations in delivery of 
services. 

Factors that enhances nutritional 
outcomes: 

▪ Nutrition has a strong correlation to health, 
and is integral to growth and development. 

o Timely nutritional interventions of 
breastfeeding,  

o Age-appropriate complementary feeding,  
o Vitamin A supplementation, and  
o Full immunisation  
▪ These are effective in improving nutrition 

outcomes in children. 
Odisha sets an example in reducing 

undernutrition: 
▪ Odisha has performed better than other 

Empowered Action Group States in 
reducing undernutrition, and sets an 
example with its nutrition action plan 
calling for convergence with health, 
nutrition, and WASH (water, sanitation and 
hygiene) programmes.  

▪ Odisha has taken a decisive step of 
decentralising the procurement of 
supplementary nutrition under the 
Integrated Child Development Services 
programme. This has led to fair access of 
services under the ICDS by all 
beneficiaries.  

▪ There has been a marked improvement in 
supplementary nutrition received by 
pregnant and lactating women in NFHS-4 
compared to NFHS-3. 

Challenges ahead: 
▪ High level of malnutrition: 
▪ Despite progress in child and maternal 

indicators, Odisha continues to be plagued 
by a high level of malnutrition. 

o Variability across districts in stunting 
ranging from as high as 47.5% in 
Subarnapur to a low of 15.3% in Cuttack.  

o Wasting is high in 25 out of 30 districts.  
▪ Lack of awareness due to illiteracy: 
▪ There is also a decline is children receiving 

timely complementary feeding.  
▪ Less than 10% of children receive a 

minimum acceptable diet which can be 
attributed to a possible lack of 
understanding and awareness about 
nutrition due to illiteracy. 

▪ Difficulty in reaching remote areas 
▪ Another challenge for Odisha is in reaching 

out to remote and particularly vulnerable 
tribal groups. This could be the reason why 
tribal women and children are lagging 
behind the national average on nutrition 
and health indicators.  

▪ Almost half of the under-five children from 
tribal communities in Odisha are 
underweight, and 46% are stunted.  

▪ The infant mortality rate among tribals is 
the fourth highest in Odisha, Madhya 
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh. 

Way forward: 
▪ It is essential to improve the 

implementation of schemes, and ensure 
last-mile delivery of nutrition services.  

▪ A part of the solution lies in setting up mini 
Anganwadi centres catering to far-flung 
tribal hamlets.  

▪ Raising awareness through community 
campaigns on the need for good nutrition 
would help improve utilisation of services 
by beneficiaries. 

▪ The International Food Policy Research 
Institute, in its research, called for inter-
department engagements to accelerate the 
nutrition outcome in Odisha.  

▪ There is a need to improve sanitation, 
women’s education and underlying 
poverty, to be able to tackle undernutrition. 

▪ Underweight children should also be 
identified precisely so that the monitoring 
mechanism for improving service delivery 
can be strengthened. 

▪  The National Nutrition Mission sets an 
example with its inter-ministerial 
convergence and real-time monitoring 
mechanism for tracking each beneficiary 
and tackling malnutrition. 
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6) A blow against Punitive 
Constitutionalism 

Context: 
▪ In a landmark verdict, the Jammu and 

Kashmir High Court struck down that 
state’s Beggary Act. 

Beggary laws in India: 
▪  In India, begging was first criminalised 

in the 1920s, as part of a colonial logic that 
sought to “subjugate certain communities 
by criminalising them”  

o For example,in Criminal Tribes Act, 
indigenous peoples were deemed criminals 
by birth and herded into concentration 
camps, where families were separated and 
forced labour was the norm. 

▪  There is no central Act on beggary, 
however, many States and Union 
Territories have used certain sections of 
the Bombay Prevention of Beggary Act, 
1959, as the basis for their own laws. 

▪ These draconian laws criminalise 
itinerant and nomadic communities, i.e., 
effectively anyone who does not fit the 
state’s definition of a “normal” citizen. 

Issues in beggary laws: 
1) Definition of begging 
▪  According to beggary law, Begging is 

defined as “having no visible means of 
subsistence and wandering about or 
remaining in any public place in such 
condition or manner, as makes it likely that 
the person doing so exists by soliciting or 
receiving alms”.  

▪  Beggary laws go substantially beyond 
criminalising the act of begging; rather, 
they criminalise people who are 
“wandering about” and who look like they 
might need to beg at some point.  

▪ It is evident that the purpose of such 
provisions is not to protect public peace or 
prevent crimes, but to effectively “cleanse” 
these spaces of individuals who appear 
poor or destitute.  

 
2) Unfair Process 
▪ People found “begging” can be arrested 

without a warrant, and after a summary 
procedure, thrown into “Beggars’ Homes” 
for anything between a year and three 
years.  

▪ Upon a “second offence”, the punishment 
could extend up to seven years.  

▪ More specifically, the Jammu and Kashmir 
Prevention of Beggary Rules, framed under 
J&K’s version of the Act, authorised forced 
medical examinations of “beggars” taken 
in police custody, “shaving” of hair and 
“removal of clothing” in order to undertake 
the euphemistically-phrased “cleansing” of 
the body. 

3) Violation of fundamental rights 
▪ By effectively criminalising poverty, the 

beggary law violated basic human 
dignity. 

▪ This, coupled with the draconian processes 
under the Act, violated the right to life 
and personal liberty under Article 21 of 
the Constitution. 

▪ As “begging” was a peaceful method by 
which a person sought to communicate 
their situation to another, and solicit their 
assistance, criminalising beggary is 
violative of Article 19(1)(a)’s freedom of 
speech guarantee. 

▪ By criminalising “wandering about” in 
public spaces, the law effectively attempted 
to exclude the poor and marginalised from 
places that were meant for the enjoyment 
of every member of the public without 
exception.” Thus, the law also violated the 
constitutional guarantee of the freedom 
of movement under Article 19(1)(d). 

What is punitive constitutionalism? 
▪ Punitive constitutionalism seeks to 

submerge individual rights to a grand yet 
often undefined national project by holding 
that an individual may be stripped of their 
rights if they do not do their bit to 
contribute to this project.  

▪ For example, laws barring political 
participation to those who have more than 
two children (thus submerging the right to 
participate to the imperatives of population 
control), or who lack formal education, 
effectively make freedom and equality 
conditional upon the state’s vision of what 
a “good citizen” should be like.  

▪ The beggary laws belong within this same 
family of punitive constitutionalism. 

Where lays the defect? 
▪ Begging and homelessness are indicators of 

chronic poverty. 
▪ Beggary is a manifestation of the fact that 

the person has fallen through the socially 
created net. It is evidence of the fact that 
the State has failed to ensure that all 
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citizens have even the basic essential 
facilities which rejected the pernicious 
world view according to which poverty is a 

consequence of individual failings, and 
recognised that the primary failing was 
that of the state. 

 

  



42 
 

RSTV Big Picture 

1] Family Laws and Custodial 
Rights 

 
Context 
▪ The Supreme Court has sought Centre’s 

response to a PIL which challenged the 
validity of a provision of Hindu Minority 
and Guardianship Act, 1956 that prefers 
father as  a natural guardian of children till 
they attain majority. 

Background 
▪ A bench headed by Justice Arun Mishra 

issued notice to the Centre after 
petitioner’s counsel argued that the 1956 
law’s gender-based discrimination for 
grant of guardianship of children violated 
constitutional right to equality guaranteed 
to Hindu women.  

▪ The apex court had issued a similar notice 
to centre last month on another petition 
seeking re-visit of country’s all personal 

laws with regard to the custody of child in 
matrimonial disputes. 

▪ Earlier the 257th report by the Law 
Commission of India had suggested 
amendments to the current statutory 
provisions so as to include the provision for 
shared custody / joint custody. 

▪ About Article 14 
▪ The state shall not deny to any person 

equality before the law or the equal 
protection of the laws within the territory of 
India. 

Observations of the Supreme Court 
▪ The child needs love and care from both 

parents irrespective of their fights and 
issues. 

▪ The existing rule framework eliminates the 
chances of equal opportunity which forces 
women stay in abusive relationships and 
suffer domestic violence for the sake of 
children. 

▪ Provision under Hindu Minority and 
Guardianship Act, 1956 

▪ The act details regarding the natural 
guardianship of the children who are Hindu, 
Buddhist, Jains or Sikhs by religion. 

▪ The act says that the natural guardianship of 
a minor will first go to the father after which 
it will go to the mother. 

▪ In the case of a boy or an unmarried girl the 
father will get the first custody after him the 
mother provided that the custody of a minor 
who has not completed the age of five years 
shall ordinarily be with the mother. 

▪ The natural guardianship of an adopted son 
who is a minor passes on adoption to the 
adoptive father and after him to the adoptive 
mother. 

Way forward 
▪ Taking cue from the Amendments 

introduced in the Protection of Children 
from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012 
which ensured that the welfare of children 
both girls and boys was taken into account, 
the centre should introduce gender-neutral 
laws which are child centric to eliminate 
the discrimination on the basis of gender. 
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▪ The laws have to be made to balance both 
genders and also keeping in mind the 
changing society. 

▪ Share parenting can be introduced as 
women are no longer the weaker sex in 
these days. 

▪ The emotions of a child has to be given 
main due in the case of custody cases. 

Conclusion 
▪ The society in India is not homogenous but 

a mix of many communities, castes etc. The 
diversity in culture is its identity. With 
changing times the laws needs to be 
revisited and reframed keeping a check on 
the changing society specially wrt Gender 
biases in the current laws. 

 

2] BRICS: Focus on Terrorism 

 
Context 
▪ BRICS member states have urged for 

concerted efforts to fight terrorism in 
accordance with the international law. The 
declaration at the end of the 11th BRICS 
summit stressed on the need to tackle the 
misuse of information and communication 
technologies for terrorist activities and 
combating illicit financial laws.  

▪ Speaking at the plenary session of the 
summit Prime Minister Narendra Modi said 

terrorism has caused loss of approximately 
1 trillion dollars to the world economy and 
2.25 lakh people have lost their life due to 
terror acts in over a decade.  

Background 
▪ It was the fourth round discussion of the 

joint working group on counter-terrorism 
in BRICS. 

▪ India can effectively use BRICS against 
Pakistan sponsored terrorism. 

▪ BRICS has Pakistan close nations and 
signing this agenda will be much beneficial 
to India against Pakistan. 

About BRICS 
▪ BRICS is an acronym for the grouping of the 

world’s leading emerging economies, namely 
Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa. 

▪ BRICS does not exist in form of organization, 
but it is an annual summit between the 

supreme leaders of five nations. 
▪ The Chairmanship of the forum is rotated 

annually among the members, in accordance 
with the acronym B-R-I-C-S. 

▪ Together, BRICS accounts for about 40% of 
the world’s population and about 30% of the 
GDP (Gross Domestic Product), making it a 

critical economic engine. 
▪ The acronym "BRICS" was initially 

formulated in 2001 by economist Jim O'Neill, 
of Goldman Sachs, in a report on growth 

prospects for the economies of Brazil, 
Russia, India and China – which together 

represented a significant share of the 
world's production and population. 

▪ In 2006, the four countries initiated a 
regular informal diplomatic coordination, 

with annual meetings of Foreign Ministers at 
the margins of the General Debate of the UN 

General Assembly (UNGA). 
▪ South Africa was invited to join BRIC in 

December 2010, after which the group 
adopted the acronym BRICS.  

▪ South Africa subsequently attended the 
Third BRICS Summit in Sanya, China, in 

March 2011. 

Highlights of Brasilia Declaration 
▪ Brasilia Declaration advocates and 

supports multilateralism. 
▪ The Declaration seeks commitment to 

tackle misuse of information and 
communication technology. 

▪ The Terror financing activities needs to be 
checked through FATF. 
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▪ The declaration has no special mention of 
Pakistan. 

▪ The declaration states that it will not be 
associated with any religion, nationality or 
civilization. 

▪ There were 5 sub groups made to counter 
terrorism through this declaration which 
are as follows: 

1. Terror Financing 
2. Use of Internet for terrorist activities 
3. Countering Radicalization 
4. Issues of foreign terrorist fighters 
5. Capacity Building 

▪ About FATF 
▪ The FATF is an inter-governmental body that 

works to set standards and promote effective 
implementation of legal, regulatory and 

operational measures for combating money 
laundering, terrorist financing and other 

related threats to the integrity of the 
international financial system. 

▪ A country is put on the grey list when it fails 
to curb terrorism financing and money 

laundering. 
▪ Putting a country on the blacklist means 
shutting all doors to international finance for 

that country. 
▪ FATF wants to see effective implementation 

of targeted financial sanctions against all 
terrorists designated under UN Security 

Council Resolutions 1267 and 1373. 

Significance of the declaration 
▪ With nearly 50% of the global economy in 

BRICS nations, terrorism can cause huge 
economic losses to these countries. 

▪ These nations have men and women who 
are attracted and radicalised to terrorism 
and intelligence reports of terror financing 
to the organisations which gives impetus to 
the governmnets to work comprehensively 
on the financial aspects and regulate digital 
platforms. 

▪ Social media and Digital platforms needs to 
be thoroughly kept under surveillance to 
check the spread of terrorist ideologies. 

BRICS countries and terrorism 
▪ Though Latin America has been facing lot 

of disturbances recently, Brazil is not much 
affected with few Islamic activities being 
reported in some areas. 

▪ South Africa too is not much affected by 
Terrorism and the biggest African terrorist 

group - Boko Haram al Shabaab operates in 
the Northern Africa. 

▪ The three main countries in BRICS widely 
affected by terrorism are India, Russia and 
China. 

▪ Russia faces terrorism due to Chechanya 
and Caucasus regions and borders with 
Central Asia which is the ostensible reason 
for it to negotiate with Taliban through 
Pakistan. 

▪ China’s Xinjiang region is a concern for it as 
the local Uighur Muslim population have 
posed terrorism challenges to the 
government and people. 

▪ Islamic state and terrorism is major 
concern for India as Lashkar e Taiba and Al 
Qaeda operate from Bay of Bengal 
countries and pose immediate threats. 

Way forward 
▪ The existing platforms on terrorisms 

through UN, G20, FATF etc needs to be fully 
utilised and channelised to counter 
terrorism. 

▪ Talking in one voice like the BRICS through 
Brasilia declaration gives more impetus to 
the efforts by individual nations to tackle 
terrorism. 

▪ Setting up parallel structure for interbank 
payment like SWIFT for checking on terror 
financing. 

▪ Parallel and peace talks with terrorist 
organisations to workout possible 
solutions. 

Conclusion 
▪ India has highlighted that the menace of 

terrorism has resulted in a loss of $1 
trillion to the economy of the world which 
tends to increase in a large scale if not 
checked effectively. Voicing one opinion 
and channelising efforts of global platforms 
added by individual efforts can help stop 
this global menace. 

3] Drinking Water: Quality and 
challenges 

Context 
▪ Mumbai residents need not buy reverse 

osmosis (RO) water purifiers as a study by 
the Union Consumer Affairs Ministry has 
found samples of tap water collected from 
the financial capital compliant with the 
Indian standards for drinking water.  

▪ However, other metro cities of Delhi, 
Kolkata and Chennai failed in almost 10 out 
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of 11 quality parameters tested by the 
Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) which is 
under the aegis of the Consumer Affairs 
Ministry. 

Background 
▪ Similarly, samples drawn from 17 other 

state capitals were not as per the 
prescribed specifications for drinking 
water. Releasing the second phase study, 
Consumer Affairs Minister Ram Vilas 
Paswan said, "Out of 20 state capitals, all 
the 10 samples of piped water drawn from 
Mumbai were found to comply with all 11 
parameters, while other cities are failing in 
one or more." 

▪ In the third phase, samples from the capital 
cities of north-eastern states and from 100 
smart cities will be tested and their results 
are expected by January 15, 2020.  

▪ About Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) 
▪ The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) is the 

national Standards Body of India working 
under the aegis of Ministry of Consumer 
Affairs & Public Distribution, Government of 
India. 

▪ The Minister in charge of the Ministry or 
Department having administrative control of 
the BIS is the ex-officio President of the BIS. 

▪ It also works as WTO-TBT enquiry point for 
India. 

Status of Indian Water crisis 
▪ India ranks 120 out of 122 countries as per 

NITI Aayog’s Composite Water 
Management Index 2018. 

▪ Delhi is not only harbouring poor air 
standards but also poor water quality 
standards. 

▪ India is in the 13th position amongst the 17 
most water stressed countries of the world 
as per the World Resources Institute data. 

▪ Nearly 80% of India’s surface water is 
polluted according to the Ministry of Urban 
Development statistics. 

▪ About Composite Water Management 
Index  

▪ The National Institute for Transforming 
India (NITI) Aayog has developed the 
Composite Water Management Index 
(CWMI) to enable effective water 
management in India n states in the face of 
this growing crisis. 

▪ The Index comprises nine themes (each 
having an attached weight) with 28 
different indicators covering groundwater 
and surface water restoration, major and 
medium irrigation, watershed 
development, participatory irrigation 
management, on-farm water use, rural and 
urban water supply, and policy and 
governance. 

Reasons behind poor drinking water 
quality 

▪ Chlorination of water kills only bacteria 
and other microbes leaving behind 
dissolved salts, toxic materials etc. 

▪ Leakages in water carrying pipes are old 
and contaminate water due to leakages. 

▪ Water supply line and sewage lines are 
usually running side by side causing 
leakages and leading to contamination of 
water. 

▪ Metropolitan cities are facing severe water 
crisis as they are not able to meet the 
demands of its ever growing population. 

▪ The demands in these cities are usually 
compensated with mixing surface and 
ground waters which contaminates water 
as groundwater is severely contaminated 
with carcinogenic pollutants like Arsenic. 

▪ Lack of coordination between the Centre, 
state and local governments is also a 
reason as water remains the state subject. 

▪ Mushrooming growth of cities and 
unplanned constructions too are the 
reasons behind poor quality of water. 

Impacts of Poor drinking water 
▪ Waterborne pathogens in the form of 

disease causing bacteria and viruses leads 
to cholera, giardia and typhoid. 

▪ Lack of good quality drinking water has 
impacts on tourism and causes economic 
loss. 

▪ More demands for packed mineral water 
can give rise to plastic pollution. 

▪ RO process is not only expensive but also 
results in wastage of water and RO water is 
devoid of essential minerals and salts. 

▪ With money the rich can afford distilled 
mineral water but the poor will suffer the 
most with major implications on their 
health and also social status. 

Way forward 
▪ There needs to be more involvement, 

sensitization and awareness amongst the 
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citizens by frequently releasing the findings 
of water quality tests. 

▪ Local bodies should be made accountable 
and strictly comply to the Bureau of Indian 
Standards quality of water. 

▪ Rationalising the subsidies of water to 
compensate the poor. 

▪ Effective monitoring of old pipes and lines 
and frequent changes of leaking lines. 

▪ Upgradation of existing technology to the 
latest technological solutions for obtaining 
clean drinking water. 

▪ Rainwater Harvesting should be made 
compulsory in all cities and towns. 

Conclusion 
▪ India is suffering from the worst water 

crisis in its history and millions of lives and 
livelihoods are under threat. Currently, 600 
million Indians face high to extreme water 
stress and about two lakh people die every 
year due to inadequate access to safe 

water. The crisis is only going to get worse. 
By 2030, the country’s water demand is 
projected to be twice the available supply, 
implying severe water scarcity for 
hundreds of millions of people and an 
eventual ~6% loss in the country’s GDP.  

▪ As per the report of National Commission 
for Integrated Water Resource 
Development of MoWR, the water 
requirement by 2050 in high use scenario 
is likely to be a milder 1,180 BCM, whereas 
the present-day availability is 695 BCM. 
The total availability of water possible in 
country is still lower than this projected 
demand, at 1,137 BCM. Thus, there is an 
imminent need to deepen our 
understanding of our water resources and 
usage and put in place interventions that 
make our water use efficient and 
sustainable. 
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