
The Hindu
PIB
Yojana
Rajya Sabha TV
All India Radio

Pulse
I S S U E  N O .  2  |  1 6 T H  J U N E  T O  2 2 N D  J U N E ,  2 0 1 9

At a Glance & 
In Depth. 

CURRENT AFFAIRS WEEKLY
THE PULSE OF UPSC AT 

YOUR FINGER TIPS.

Coverage.  

Polity and Social Issues
Economy
International Relations
Environment
Science and Tech
Culture..
 

OFFICERS'



News @ a glance 
Polity & Social Issues ................................... 3 

1. 70.8 million displaced globally: UN ............... 3 
2. President bats for simultaneous polls .......... 3 
3. QS Ranking of World Universities 2020 ...... 4 
4. NCRB, Centre differ on Bengal political 
murders .................................................................................. 4 
5. Anti-Defection ........................................................... 4 
6. Who will lead Opposition ranks? .................... 5 
7. India placed on ‘Tier 2’ in human 
trafficking report ............................................................... 5 
8. Essential Services .................................................... 5 
9. Only one in four received PM-KISAN money
 6 

Economy .......................................................... 7 
1. Sugar industry needs a shot of insulin ......... 7 
2. Want to make India a $5 trillion economy by 
2024, says PM ...................................................................... 7 
3 E-com firms take up data localisation issues 
with Goyal.............................................................................. 8 
4. Won’t allow FDI in multi-brand retail, 
predatory pricing: Goyal ................................................ 8 
5. Plastic sector asks Centre not to hike import 
duty on raw materials ..................................................... 8 
6. Banks’ association tweaks inter creditor 
agreement ............................................................................. 9 
7. GST Council takes decisions to ease 
registration, returns filing ............................................ 9 

International Relations ............................ 11 
1. Why oil vessels are attacked in the Gulf? ...... 11 
2. Bhutan PM says China must maintain status 
quo on Doklam ................................................................. 11 
3. India to actively curb ‘conflict’ diamonds ..... 12 
4. Germany, U.K. warn Iran against reneging on 
deal......................................................................................... 12 
5. No H1B Visa caps in retaliation for data 
localisation ......................................................................... 12 

6. FATF warns Pakistan, but keeps it off the 
blacklist ................................................................................13 

Environment ................................................ 14 
1. Assam temple bids adieu to rare black 
softshell turtle hatchlings ...........................................14 
2. India to host UN meeting on land 
degradation in September ..........................................14 
3. PM writes to village chiefs to save 
rainwater .............................................................................15 
4. EU leaders to debate push for zero 
emissions by 2050 ..........................................................15 
5. G20 agrees to tackle plastic waste in oceans
 ..................................................................................................15 
6. Grey wolf from India killed in Bangladesh ...16 
7. Exclusive zones to conserve karimeen ...........16 
8. Himalayan glaciers are melting twice as fast 
since 2000 ...........................................................................16 

Science and Technology ........................... 17 
1. BT Cotton ..................................................................17 
2. Bt Brinjal ...................................................................18 
3. Waste-to-energy ....................................................18 
4. Fuel cells .........................................................................19 
5. DigiCop ............................................................................19 

ART and CULTURE ...................................... 21 
1. U.P. site expected to get ‘national importance’ 
tag............................................................................................21 

PIB Analysis ................................................. 22 
1) India in combating desertification ...................22 
2) World Food India ......................................................22 
3) Lok Sabha Speaker ...................................................22 
4) Financial Stability and Development Council 
(FSDC) ...................................................................................23 
5) National Yoga Olympiad- 2019 ..........................23 
6) Dispute Resolution Mechanism for 
solar/wind sector ...........................................................23 
7) GST Council ..................................................................24 

 
 

  



News in-depth 
 
International Relations ............................ 25 

1. Brexit: A Timeline ..................................................... 25 
Science and Technology ........................... 27 

1. Acute Encephalitis Syndrome (AES) ............... 27 
2. Antibiotic resistance ................................................ 28 

News on AIR................................................. 29 
1) Feni Bridge ................................................................... 29 
2) Ration in Kind for the Defence Officers ......... 30 
3) Cooling Vest for Sports Athletes ....................... 30 
4) Sickle Cell Anaemia .................................................. 30 
5) Futures on Commodity Indices ......................... 30 
6) World Refugee Day .................................................. 31 
7) Strategic Partners for P-75(I) Project of 
Indian Navy........................................................................ 31 
8) AMRIT ............................................................................. 31 
9) Khelo India Programme ........................................ 32 

Hindu Editorials ......................................... 33 

1. On blinkered understanding on migration ...33 
2. On an idea whose time may not have come .34 
3. On forgotten Funds ...................................................36 
4. On building confidence BIT by BIT ...................36 
5. In the Absence of a Good Law ..............................38 
6. On What a $5 trillion economy would look 
like. .........................................................................................39 
7. On a different tent......................................................40 
8. On Gloves off on Trade ............................................42 
9. On Preventing Violence ..........................................43 
10. On qualifying for leader of opposition ..43 

Big picture .................................................... 44 
1. RSTV Big picture on One nation One Election
 ..................................................................................................44 
2. Furthering Indo-Bhutan relations .....................44 
3. On Population: Boon or Bane? ............................45 
4. Formalisation of Informal economy.................47 

 
 

 
  



News @ a glance 
Polity & Social Issues 

1. 70.8 million displaced 
globally: UN 

Who are Refugees? 
 A refugee is someone who has been 

forced to flee his or her country 
because of persecution, war or 
violence. 

 A refugee has a well-founded fear of 
persecution for reasons of race, 
religion, nationality, political opinion 
or membership in a particular social 
group. 

 War and ethnic, tribal and religious 
violence are leading causes of refugees 
fleeing their countries. 

Who are Internally displaced person? 
 An internally displaced person, or IDP, 

is someone who has been forced to flee 
their home but never cross an 
international border. 

 IDPs are mainly displaced by internal 
strife and natural disasters. 

 There is no specific   international law 
which on IDPs.  (IDPs are not protected 
by international law or eligible to 
receive many types of aid because they 
are legally under the protection of 
their own government). 

Why in news? 
 UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) is a 

global organisation dedicated to 
saving lives, protecting rights and 
building a better future for refugees , 
forcibly displaced communities and 
stateless people. 

 UNHCR’s Global Trends - Forced 
Displacement in 2018, prepared by the 
UN Refugee Agency was released 
recently. The following are the 
important facts. 

 70.8 million people being displaced by 
the end of 2018. There is an increase of 
2.3 million people on the previous year 
(equal to the population of Thailand). 

 The majority of refugees come from 
just five countries i.e., Syria, 

Afghanistan, South Sudan, Myanmar 
and Somalia. 

 A total of 3.5 million asylum seekers - 
those under international protection, 
but not yet granted refugee status.  

 Almost four out of five refugees around 
the world sought refuge in a country 
neighbouring their homeland. 

 Almost half of the world’s refugees are 
children. At the end of 2018, 111,000 
such children were reported among 
the refugee population. 

 There is a criticism that the report 
didn’t consider the 4 million displaced 
persons of Venezuela who don’t need 
visa to stay in host countries.  

 

2. President bats for 
simultaneous polls 

What is Simultaneous elections? 
 Scheduling the Indian election cycle in 

a manner such that elections to Lok 
Sabha and State Assemblies are 
synchronized together is being 
referred as Simultaneous Elections. 

 It would reduce the massive 
expenditure incurred for the conduct 
of separate elections every year. 

 It can help ruling parties focus on 
governance instead of being constantly 
in election mode. 

 In every election, the imposition of the 
Model Code of Conduct puts on hold 
for many months at a stretch which 
affects the entire development 
programs and activities of the Union 
and State governments. This can be 
reduced. 

 Simultaneous election would free 
crucial manpower which is often 
deployed for prolonged periods on 
election duties. 

 But there are challenges of operational 
feasibility, the effect on voting 
behavior, deployment of security 
personnel in more than 70,000 polling 
stations, etc can be challenging. 



 This action will need a constitutional 
amendment and amendments in 
Representation of Peoples’ Act and 
other laws associated with elections. 
Hence, the political consensus of 
parties is essential to implement the 
idea. 

Why in the news? 
 President Ramnath Kovind in his 

presidential speech to the parliament 
has emphasized on “‘One nation 
simultaneous election’ as the need of 
the hour, which he believed would 
facilitate accelerated development, 
thereby benefiting our countrymen. 

 Also, PM has conducted a meeting with 
21 political parties’ presidents on ‘1 
nation 1 poll’ and have decided to form 
a committee to look into this issue.  

 11 of the parties including Congress 
didn’t support the idea. 

 

3. QS Ranking of World 
Universities 2020 

 Quacquarelli Symonds (QS), a higher 
education consultancy, publishes an 
annual ranking of universities. It 
consists of global overall rankings as 
well as subject rankings (it names the 
world’s top most universities for the 
study of 48 different subjects and five 
composite faculty areas). 

What are the key points? 
 Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

(MIT) is on top of the global list. 
 Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) 

Bombay tops the list in India (stands 
152 in the world) and IIT Delhi stands 
second (182nd in the world).  

 (IISc) Bengaluru (stands 184th in 
world & 3rd in India) ranked second in 
the world in terms of citations  per 
faculty, 

 Manipal University is ranked as the 
best private institute in India.  

 There are 23 Indian institutes in the 
best 1000 institutions of the world. 

 

4. NCRB, Centre differ on 
Bengal political murders 

National Crime Records Bureau: 
 It is under Ministry of Home Affairs, 

established set-up in 1986. 
Headquarters in Delhi.  

 It is responsible for collecting the 
crime data as defined by the Indian 
Penal Code (IPC). 

 It is implementing and monitoring 
agency of Crime & Criminal Tracking 
Network System (CCTNS), a Mission 
Mode Project under the National e-
Governance Plan of Government. 

 Recently it has been designated as the 
nodal agency under the cybercrime 
prevention against Women & Children 
Scheme. 

What is CCTNS? 
 Crime & Criminal Tracking Network 

System (CCTNS) aims at creating a 
comprehensive and integrated 
system of criminals to fasten the 
investigation of the crime and detect 
the criminals. It forms a layer of e-
governance in policing and 
monitoring.  

Why in the news? 
 The NCRB and the center differed in 

the number of political murders in 
West Bengal.  

 The main problem found out was that 
the NCRB is dependent on the states to 
send statistics, hence it is difficult to 
find an accurate one. There can be 
meddling by state authorities. 

 NCRB publishes report - Crime in India 
Report. The last time it published was 
in 2017. It is unable to publish the 
recent one due to states not providing 
data according to the needs.  

5. Anti-Defection  
What is anti-defection? 
 It is disqualification when a member of 

parliament or legislature chooses to 
join another party after being elected 
as some party. 

 This was introduced by the 52nd 
Amendment in 1985 

Disqualification is done when: 
 Member voluntarily gives up party 

membership 
 If he abstains from the direction given 

by the party’s whip (an official of a 
political party appointed to maintain 
parliamentary discipline) 

 If an independent candidate joins any 
political party. 

 If a nominated member joins a party 
after 6 months of his/her nomination. 

Exception: 
 When a merger between two parties 

with the consent of 2/3rd of members 
takes place and some member quits 
the merging party, he is not 
disqualified. 



 If the speaker or any presiding officer 
after being elected, give up party for 
impartiality then he is not disqualified. 
He can rejoin the party after getting 
down from the post.    

 The speaker/presiding officer will be 
the final authority to decide the 
disqualification on the ground of anti-
defection. The decision can be 
challenged in court.  

Why in News? 
 4 out of 6 TDP Rajya Sabha members 

have merged with BJP. This doesn’t 
become a matter of disqualification 
under Anti-defection as 2/3rd 
members have consented to merger 
the party.  

6. Who will lead Opposition 
ranks? 

Opposition Leader: 
 Opposition plays a vital role in 

parliamentary democracy. It keeps the 
government on track with constructive 
criticism using different parliamentary 
instruments (like question hour, no-
confidence motion, etc). 

 The opposition leader plays a vital role 
too. The leader of any party sitting in 
opposition, whose strength is not less 
than 1/10th of the total membership of 
the house gets to become opposition 
leader. 

 This post in India was recognized in 
1969 and was given statutory 
recognition in 1977.  

 He/she is given rank equivalent to a 
cabinet minister.  

 The Leader of the Opposition has a 
crucial role in deciding key 
appointments such as the CBI Director, 
the Chief Vigilance Commissioner 
(CVC) and the anti-corruption 
ombudsman, Lokpal. 

Why in news? 
 The contention once again came on the 

opposition leader as Congress didn't 
get 1/10th. They got 53 seats. 1/10th 
is 55 seats. 

7. India placed on ‘Tier 2’ in 
human trafficking report 
 What is Trafficking in Persons? 

 Human trafficking involves 
recruitment, harboring or 
transporting people into a situation of 
exploitation through the use of 
violence, deception or coercion and 
forced to work against their will. 

Palermo Protocol 
 These were the protocols adopted by 

the UN on Transnational Organised 
Crimes in 2000. There are 3 protocols 
i.e., one to stop trafficking in persons, 
especially women and children, 
second is on smuggling of migrants by 
land, sea, and air and last against the 
Illicit Manufacturing and Trafficking in 
Firearms, Their Parts and Components 
and Ammunition. 

 It is being monitored by the UN Office 
on Drugs and Crime.  

Trafficking in Persons Report 
 It is released by the US State 

Department, annually to combat 
trafficking as well to rank countries on 
their preparedness and actions against 
trafficking. 

 It should not be confused with Global 
report on trafficking in persons 
which is released by the United 
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC)  

 Some of the key points of this report 
are : 

1. 25 million adults and children 
suffering from labor and sex trafficking 
all over the world. 

2. 77% of the trafficking cases occur 
within the country.  In most countries, 
domestic victims are trafficked than 
the foreign victims. 

3. The report classifies countries into 3 
tiers. Tier 1 countries have up to the 
mark and doing well to stop trafficking. 
Tier 2 countries are working but their 
actions aren’t enough. India is termed 
as Tier 2 country. Tier 3 countries have 
the least of the regulations and are 
watchlist countries.  

4. The report has given suggestions to all 
countries to develop their actions. For 
India, the report asks to establish Anti-
Trafficking Units, make amendments 
in IPC section 370.  

 The recent issues of  government-run 
shelter homes  and violence on girls in 
them have affected India’s position. 

 

8. Essential Services 
 Accroding to the Esesntial Services 

Essential Services Maintenance Act 
(ESMA), 1968, the essential services 
are those service which are important 
for the normalcy of state and citizen 
life. Essential Services are in 
Concurrent List of the Schedule 7.  



 It was established to ensure the 
delivery of certain services, which if 
obstructed would affect the normal life 
of the people.  

 These include services like public 
transport (bus services), health 
services (doctors and hospitals). 

 Although it is a very powerful law, its 
execution rests entirely on the 
discretion of the State government. 

  Each state in the union of India, hence 
has a separate state Essential Services 
Maintenance Act with slight variations 
from the central law in its provisions. 
This freedom is accorded by the 
central law itself. 

 There is a restriction on the staff of 
essential services on going to 
strike. They must get prior 
permission. 

 At international level, ILO 
maintains the list of essential and 
non-essential services. 

 Why in news? 

 The doctors’ strike all over the 
country due to attack on the a West 
Bengal doctor brought in the 
debate of essential services.  

9. Only one in four received 
PM-KISAN money 
 What PM Kisan scheme? 

 Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Niddhi, 
farmer economic support scheme, 
which provides Rs. 6000/- to all the 
land-owning farmers (14.5  crore 
families)  in 3 installments. (earlier it 
was only to the farmers who own land 
upto 2 hectares)  

 The state will prepare the list of 
beneficiaries using SECC data. 

  The amount will be transferred 
directly into the beneficiaries account.  

 Ministry of agriculture and Farmer’s 
Welfare is nodal authority of the 
scheme 
 

 Why in news ? 
 

 Answering to the question in the Rajya 
Sabha, Minister of Agriculture said that 
only 1 in 4 beneficiary got the money 
of PM Kisan. 

 He said that the delay by state 
governments to update the details of 
the beneficiary was affected the 
execution of the scheme. 

 

 
  



Economy 
 

1. Sugar industry needs a shot 
of insulin 

Issues plaguing sugar industry 
● The consistent increase in FRP of 

sugarcane results in over-production 
of cane and sugar, which in turn 
causes sugar prices to fall below cost 
levels. The mills incur losses, leading 
to defaults in payments of farmers. 

(Fair and Remunerative Price (FRP) is an 
arrangement for the price to be paid to 
sugarcane farmers by the Sugar Mills 
and is announced each year by the 
Centre, on the advice of Commission for 
Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP) 
and after consultation with State 
Governments) 

●       The estimated sugar production this 
sugar season (October 2018 to 
September 2019) is 32.9 million 
tonnes as against the domestic 
consumption of 26 million tonnes. The 
sugar season is expected to end with a 
high closing stock of nearly 14.5 
million tonnes. 

●       To mitigate the situation of surplus 
stock, the Government has taken 
several steps including allocated mill 
wise Minimum Indicative Export 
Quota (MIEQ), fixed Remunerative 
Price of ethanol derived from molasses 
as well as from sugarcane juice, etc. 

What is Minimum Indicative Export 
Quotas? 

●       Government use MIEQ to clear surplus 
stocks of sugar and to improve cash 
flow to millers for making payment to 
sugarcane farmers. 

●       Under MIEQ, mills are required to 
export a fixed quantity of sugar within 
a specified period, failing which the 
mills shall be deemed to be violating 
the directives of the government. 

Issues with exports 
●       The government had not only fixed mill-

wise export quota, but also linked 
some of the subsidy schemes to 
exports. 

●       Yet, almost 35% of the industry did not 
participate in exports for various 
reasons such as low prices in the global 
sugar market, stringent conditions to 
avail the subsidy, etc. 

●       There are mills that are unable to meet 
the export quota and some mills that 
want to export more than the quota. 
Therefore the industry has requested 
the government to make the export 
quota as an industry-wide quota, 
rather than mill-specific. 

 

2. Want to make India a $5 
trillion economy by 2024, 
says PM 

What’s in the News? 
●       The NITI Aayog’s fifth Governing 

Council meeting was held recently. 
●       Prime Minister Narendra Modi told the 

Chief Ministers that each state must 
aim to at least double its economy if 
the country is to achieve the target of a 
$5 trillion economy by 2024. He urged 
the States to focus on their potential to 
grow exports. 

High-powered committee for 
agriculture reforms 

●       The Prime Minister announced the 
setting up of a high-level task force on 
structural reforms in the farm sector. 

●       The high-powered committee would 
include some Chief Ministers and take 
a holistic approach to the subject. The 
reforms would cover logistics and 
supply chains, produce marketing, 
food processing and value addition, 
and are likely to involve changes to the 
Essential Commodities Act, 1955 and 
the Agriculture Produce Marketing 
Act. 

●       During the meeting, a number of States 
raised concerns about disaster 
management norms. With large parts 
of the country reeling under drought 
and the summer monsoon forecast less 
than 100%, it was decided to review 
and revise the guidelines for National 
and State disaster response funds in 
consultation with the Ministries of 
Home Affairs and Agriculture. 

Battle against left wing extremism 
●       The Prime Minister emphasised that the 

battle against left wing extremism 
(LWE), now in a “decisive phase” was 
being fought on two levels: firmly 
dealing with the violence, even as 



development proceeds in a fast-paced 
and balanced manner in the 
aspirational districts. 

●       The geographical area of influence of 
LWE has shrunk and the number of 
perpetrators of violence has declined 
significantly. The Prime Minister 
promised that the Centre would 
continue to provide assistance to the 
states in order to completely eradicate 
this issue over the next ten years. 

 

3 E-com firms take up data 
localisation issues with 
Goyal 

What’s in the news? 
●       E-commerce companies have voiced 

their concerns about the RBI’s data 
localisation norms with Commerce 
Minister Piyush Goyal. 

(Data localisation is an act of storing data on 
any device that is physically present 
within the borders of a particular 
country where the data was generated.) 

●       Besides the RBI rule, concern was also 
expressed about the draft e-commerce 
policy. 

●       The meeting holds significance as the 
ministry is in the process of finalising a 
national e-commerce policy. 

What are the concerns? 
●     In April 2018, the RBI directed all 

payment system operators including 
Visa, MasterCard, Google and 
WhatsApp, to ensure that data related 
to payment systems operated by them 
are stored only within India. They 
were given six months to comply with 
the order. 

●       International giants usually store data 
on global servers and the requirement 
to store data locally would require 
them to make an additional 
investment. But policymakers in India 
believe storing data locally would help 
monitor and conduct investigations if 
the need arises. 

●       The companies also raised concerns 
about the draft e-commerce policy 
released by the government, especially 
provisions related to treatment of 
data. 

●       The draft policy requires exclusive local 
storage and processing of data 
generated by users in India from 
various sources including e-commerce 

platforms, social media and search 
engines.  

  

4. Won’t allow FDI in multi-
brand retail, predatory 
pricing: Goyal 

Single-brand vs Multi-brand retailing 
●       Single brand retail trading means 

selling different products under one 
brand name. For example, Starbucks 
sells beverages and food items under 
the brand of Starbucks. It also sells 
cups under the same brand name. Such 
stores can only sell Starbucks products 
under the 'single brand' route. Other 
examples are Nike, Adidas etc. 

●       Multi-brand retail trading is selling 
products of different brands under one 
roof. For example, Walmart, Reliance, 
Shopper Stop etc. These 
establishments sell products of 
different brands at one establishment. 

FDI policy in India 
●       The foreign direct investment policy 

allows 100% foreign investment in 
single-brand retail. However, where 
FDI is more than 51%, at least 30% of 
the value of goods should be sourced 
from India. This was in view to 
promote domestic sectors in India. 

●       India permits FDI in the multi-brand 
retail sector with a cap of 51% 
ownership by overseas players. 

●       Various sections oppose 100% FDI in 
multi-brand retail as entry of 
international players could mean 
significant loss of business for 
neighbourhood stores. 

Why in News? 
●       Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal 

reiterated that the central government 
will not allow multi-brand retail by 
foreign companies. 

●       He also asserted that predatory 
pricing will not be allowed and 
necessary action will be taken against 
defaulters. 

(Predatory pricing is the illegal act of setting 
prices so low that competitors quit 
rather than compete, permitting the 
predator to raise prices in the long run.) 

 

5. Plastic sector asks Centre not 
to hike import duty on raw 
materials 



What’s in the News? 
●       The plastic industry has urged the 

government to impose anti-dumping 
duty on imports of cheap plastic 
finished goods. 

●       Industry leaders strongly opposed the 
proposal of the Indian Chemical 
Council to hike import duty on raw 
material as it will affect the cost 
competitiveness of 50,000 plastic 
processors in India. 

What is dumping? 
●       Dumping is the practice of selling a 

product in a foreign market at an 
unfairly low price (a price that is lower 
than the cost in the home market, or 
which is lower than the cost of 
production) in order to gain a 
competitive advantage over other 
suppliers. 

Anti-dumping duty 
●       An anti-dumping duty is a tariff that a 

domestic government imposes on 
foreign imports that it believes are 
priced below fair market value. 

●       It was introduced with the objective of 
curbing the ill effects caused by 
dumping on domestic industries, as 
well as to promote and establish fair 
trade. 

  
 6. Banks’ association tweaks 

inter creditor agreement 
What is Inter-Creditor Agreement (ICA)? 
●       It is an agreement to speed up the 

resolution process of stressed assets 
in the range of Rs. 50 – Rs. 500 crores, 
under consortium lending.  It is a 
part of the Project Sashakt. 

 (Consortium lending is a process 
under which several banks finance a 
borrower based on common appraisal 
and documentation, and conduct joint 
supervision and follow-up exercises) 

●       As per the agreement, lending parties 
will jointly appoint a lead lender, who 
will put forward a resolution plan. 
The plan if supported by two thirds of 
the lenders, it would be binding on all 
lenders. 

What is Project Sashakt? 
●       It was proposed by a panel led Sunil 

Mehta established to address the bad 
loans problem. 

●       The recommendations list five basic 
approaches towards resolving bad 
loans in a time-bound manner. 

●       As many as 36 banks and financial 
institutions had endorsed the 
recommendations. 

What’s in the News? 
●       The Indian Banks Association has 

revised the intercreditor agreement to 
keep it in line with the revised 
guidelines of the RBI on stressed assets 
resolution. 

●       The revised norm had mandated that if 
there was a default by any lender, all 
lenders should review the borrower 
account within 30 days of the default, 
which is termed ‘review period’, and to 
chalk out a resolution plan. It has been 
made mandatory for all the lenders to 
enter into an ICA within the review 
period. 

  

7. GST Council takes decisions 
to ease registration, returns 
filing 

About GST Council 
●       It is a constitutional body created by 

Article 279A (1), and a joint forum of 
the Centre and the States with regards 
to GST. 

Composition of GST 
●       Chairperson – Union Finance Minister 
●       Member – Union Minister of State, in- 

charge of Revenue or Finance 
●       Other Members - The Minister in-

charge of finance or taxation/any 
other Minister nominated by each 
State. 

Voting 
●       The state governments have a share of 

2/3rd of the total votes and the centre 
has the remaining 1/3rd. 

●       Each state has one vote irrespective of 
their size. 

●       Decisions of GST council are made by 
voting with a 3/4th majority. 

Why in News? 
●       The GST Council at its latest meeting 

has decided to use Aadhaar as the 
identity and address proof required 
for registration for GST. 

●       The GST registration limit threshold is 
increased from Rs 20 Lakh to 40 Lakh 
and the Composition scheme is 
extended for small service providers 
(turnover up to Rs 50 lakh). Till 



recently, it was applicable only to 
manufacturers whose taxable 
business turnover is up to Rs 1.5 
crore. 

●       These changes were earlier done 
through a notification and now 
appropriate changes have been made 
in the law. 

●       In addition, the tenure of the National 
Anti-Profiteering Authority has been 
extended by two years to near the 
end of 2020. 

●       The anti-profiteering authority deals 
with complaints by consumers 
against companies for not passing on 
GST rate cut benefits. 

What is Composition scheme under GST? 
●       The Composition scheme is an easy, low 

procedure and compliance friendly tax 
scheme for small and medium 
enterprises. 

●       Under the scheme, firms pay a fixed 
percentage of their turnover as tax. 
Companies opting to file only four tax 
returns in a year (a normal taxpayer 
has to file 37 returns under GST), 
thereby reducing the tax compliance 
burden and cost of small firms. 

●       However, a Composition scheme firm is 
not allowed to avail input tax credit of 
GST. 

 

  



International Relations 
 
1. Why oil vessels are attacked 

in the Gulf? 
What’s in the News? 
●       The mysterious attack on two oil 

tankers in the Gulf of Oman, close to 
the Strait of Hormuz, has raised 
tensions between the U.S. and Iran. 

●       The U.S. has blamed Iran for the 
incident. Iran has denied any role. 

Why Strait of Hormuz is important? 

 
●       Strait of Hormuz is a choke-point 

between the Persian Gulf and the open 
ocean. A third of crude oil exports 
transported via ships pass through the 
Strait, which makes it the world’s most 
important oil artery. 

●       If the Strait is closed or if the flow of oil 
and gas is disrupted, it would have a 
serious impact on global energy 
stability and thereby on the world 
economy. 

Has there been trouble there before? 
●       Similar attacks happened during the 

Tanker War of the 1980s, when Iran 
and Iraq tried to stop each others’ 
exports. 

●       It lasted for years and caused a major 
rise in prices and drop in commercial 
shipping. 

What’s next? 
●       Given the existing tensions, more 

attacks on shipping vessels could 
trigger an all-out war, besides the 
economic costs of such attacks. 

●       This time, the conflict is between the 
U.S. and Iran. The scope of a direct war 
will be much bigger than what it was in 
the 1980s. 

  
2. Bhutan PM says China must 

maintain status quo on 
Doklam 

Background 
●       The Doklam plateau, near the India-

Bhutan-China tri-junction, was the 
site of a 74-day-long standoff 
between Indian and Chinese 
troops from June to August 2017. 

●       In June 2017, a military standoff 
occurred between China and India as 
China attempted to extend a road on 
the Doklam plateau southwards near 
the Doka La pass and Indian troops 
moved in to prevent the Chinese. 

●       India claimed to have acted on behalf 
of Bhutan. Bhutan formally objected 
to China's road construction in the 
disputed area. 

(Under the 2007 India-Bhutan Friendship 
Treaty, the two sides have agreed to 
cooperate closely with each other on 
issues relating to their national 
interests.) 

●       In August 2017, both India and China 
announced that they had withdrawn 
all their troops from the face-off site. 

●       The location holds strategic 
importance as it would bring China 
within striking distance of India’s 
vulnerable ‘Chicken Neck’, the 
Siliguri Corridor, the life-line to 
India’s Northeast. 

 
Why in News? 
●       Reacting sharply to recent reports of an 

unprecedented build-up of military 
infrastructure on the Chinese side of 
the Doklam plateau, Bhutan’s Prime 
Minister Lotay Tshering said that no 



side should do anything near the tri 
junction point unilaterally. 

●       He said that as long as the status quo 
was maintained there will be peace 
and tranquillity in the region. 

  
  

3. India to actively curb 
‘conflict’ diamonds 

What are conflict diamonds? 
●       “Conflict” or "blood" diamonds are 

illegally traded to fund conflict in war-
torn areas, particularly in central and 
western Africa. 

●       Apart from the innocent people caught 
up in the conflicts that the trade fuels, 
thousands of men, women and 
children in countries such as Sierra 
Leone are used as slaves to extract 
diamonds. 

About Kimberley Process 
●       The Kimberley Process (KP) is a 

multilateral trade regime established 
in 2003 with the goal of preventing the 
flow of conflict diamonds. 

●       The core of this regime is the Kimberley 
Process Certification Scheme (KPCS) 
under which States implement 
safeguards on shipments of rough 
diamonds and certify them as “conflict 
free". 

Why in News? 
●       During the inaugural of the Kimberley 

Process Intersessional Meeting-2019 
in Mumbai, India committed to play an 
active role to curb the circulation of 
conflict diamonds in the international 
market by further strengthening the 
Kimberley Process Certification 
Scheme (KPCS). 

●       India is hosting this event for the first 
time. India is also the KP chair for 
2019. 

●       Fifty-five members representing 82 
countries participated in the four-day 
conference to deliberate on the issue 
and find a way forward. 

  
4. Germany, U.K. warn Iran 

against reneging on deal 
What is the Iran nuclear deal? 
●       The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 

(JCPOA), more commonly known as 
the Iran nuclear deal, was reached 
between Iran and six world powers 

known as the P5+1 (China, France, 
Germany, Russia, the United Kingdom, 
and the United States) in July 2015. 

What did Iran have to do to meet the 
requirements of the deal? 

●       According to this framework, Iran 
would redesign, convert, and reduce 
its nuclear facilities in order to lift all 
nuclear-related economic sanctions. 

●       The deal also allowed for the tracking of 
nuclear activities with robust 
transparency and inspections. 

●       International inspectors from the 
International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) monitor every element of Iran's 
declared nuclear programme. 

U.S. withdrawal from JCPOA 
●       The US President Donald Trump 

abandoned the Iran nuclear deal in 
May 2018, claiming it did not address 
Iran's ballistic missile programme or 
its roles in Middle Eastern conflicts. 

●       The US is the only country to have 
withdrawn from the agreement. Iran, 
China, France, Russia, the UK and 
Germany are still parties. 

●       Mr. Trump re-imposed tough economic 
sanctions against Iran in August 2018, 
deeply cutting its sale of crude oil 
abroad. Europe has so far been unable 
to offer Iran a way around the U.S. 
sanctions. 

Why in News? 
●       Iranian officials announced that the 

country’s production of low-enriched 
uranium had increased fourfold and its 
stockpile would pass a 300kg limit by 
June 27. 

●       Under the terms of the deal, Iran can 
stockpile no more than 300 kilograms 
of low-enriched uranium. 

●       Iran said it would step back from 
exceeding the limit only if the 
signatories of the deal take measures 
to enable Iran to export oil. 

●       Responding to Iran’s threat, Germany 
and Britain warned not to breach 
uranium stockpile limits set by the 
2015 nuclear deal. 

  
  

5. No H1B Visa caps in 
retaliation for data 
localisation 

What is H1B visa? 



●       The H1B visa is a non-immigrant visa 
that allows US companies to employ 
foreign workers in speciality 
occupations that require theoretical or 
technical expertise. 

●       The technology companies depend on it 
to hire tens of thousands of employees 
each year from countries like India. An 
estimated 70% of H1B visas go to 
Indians. 

Why in News? 
●       The U.S. State Department has clarified 

that it has no plans to cap H-1B work 
visas for countries that adopt laws that 
restrict data being taken out of their 
borders (data localisation). 

●       The clarification holds significance as 
there were reports that the U.S. had 
told India it was considering to cap the 
number of H-1B visas given annually to 
Indians at between 10% and 15% of 
the total number issued. 

●       Many of the tech and financial firms 
affected by the RBI’s data localisation 
norms are American. In 2018, two U.S. 
Senators wrote to the Indian Prime 
Minister to adopt a soft stance on data 
localisation, warning that India’s 
policy on the issue will adversely affect 
American businesses in the country. 

  
  

6. FATF warns Pakistan, but 
keeps it off the blacklist 

What is the Financial Action Task Force? 
●       The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) 

is an intergovernmental organization 
that designs and promotes policies and 
standards to combat financial crime. 

●       Recommendations created by the FATF 
target money laundering, terrorist 
financing, and other threats to the 
global financial system. 

●       The FATF was created in 1989 by the G7 
countries, and is headquartered in 
Paris. 

●       There are 38 members, including India 
and two regional organisations- 
European Commission and the Gulf 
Cooperation Council. 

Grey list and Black list of FATF 
●       FATF maintains two different lists of 

countries: those that have deficiencies 
in their anti-money laundering and 
counter terrorist financing (AML/CTF) 
regimes but they commit to an action 
plan to address these loopholes, and 
those that do not end up doing enough. 
The former is commonly known as 
grey list and latter as blacklist. 

●       As of now there are only two countries 
in the blacklist — Iran and North Korea 
— and seven on the grey list, including 
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Syria and Yemen. 

●       Pakistan has been under the FATF’s 
scanner since last June, when it was 
put on the greylist for terror financing 
and money laundering risks. 

Why in News? 
●       In its latest plenary meeting, the FATF 

announced that Pakistan would 
remain in the greylist. The country was 
given a warning and told that it lacked 
a proper understanding of 
transnational terrorist financing. 

●       The mention of transnational terrorist 
financing is significant in light of 
India’s efforts to isolate Pakistan on 
the international stage in the context of 
its support for terror in Kashmir. 

  
  
  
 
 

 
 

 

 
  



Environment 
 

1. Assam temple bids adieu to 
rare black softshell turtle 
hatchlings 

Rare black softshell turtle (Nilssonia 
nigricans) 

 They are freshwater turtles, EXTINCT 
in WILD status by IUCN, which was 
found in India & Bangladesh.  

 But few of this species is found in 
Lorpukhuri pond at Ugratara temple, 
Guwahati.  

 There is an initiative to reintroduce 
them into the wild. 

Why in News? 
 The rare softshell turtles' eggs were 

collected by Assam Zoo from temple 
found. They under incubation had 
hatchling (baby turtles).  

 These hatchlings were brought to the 
temple for a ceremony. Now, these 
hatchlings will be released into the 
wild. 

 Presently the ponds are too crowded. 
The authorities found it viable to 
release hatchlings into wild so that 
recovery of the species starts 
happening in the wild.  

 

2. India to host UN meeting on 
land degradation in 
September  

What is UNCCD? 

 
 There are 3 major United Nations 

convention on the environment. One is 
UNFCCC (UN framework convention 
on climate change) which works to 
reduce the impact of climate change; 
second UNCBD (UN Convention on 
Biological Diversity), which helps in 
biodiversity conservation and last 
UNCCD (UN Convention to Combat 
Desertification) which works to nullify 

the effects of desertification (loss of 
useful land). 

 UNCCD is established in 1994, it is the 
legally binding agreement which links 
environment and land use.  

 The Convention’s 197 parties work 
together to improve the living 
conditions for people in drylands, to 
maintain and restore land and soil 
productivity, and to mitigate the 
effects of drought. 

 The Conference of Parties (CoP) was 
established by the Convention as the 
supreme decision-making body; it 
comprises ratifying governments and 
regional economic integration 
organizations, such as the European 
Union. It meets biennially (once in 2 
yrs). 

 The last (13th) CoP of UNCCD occurred 
in Ordos, China. 

  The UNCCD secretariat facilitates 
cooperation between developed and 
developing countries, particularly 
around knowledge and technology 
transfer for sustainable land 
management. 

What is the Bonn Challenge? 
 It is an initiative started in 2011 by 

Germany and IUCN to bring 150 
million hectares of the world’s 
deforested and degraded land into 
restoration by 2020, and 350 million 
hectares by 2030. 

 It uses Forest landscape restoration 
approach (FLR) aims to restore 
ecological integrity at the same time as 
improving human well-being through 
multifunctional landscapes. 

Why in News? 
 India is to host 14th CoP of UNCCD in 

September 2019 in Delhi.  
 India has launched a flagship program 

to integrate with Bonn Challenge and 
work towards FLR.  

 
 Eastern Himalayas, a treasure trove of 

Balsams, yields 20 new species 
What are Balsams? 
 They are a group of plants commonly 

also known as touch me not. They 
belong to genus Impatiens. 



 They are Succulent plants ( some of the 
parts of the plant is swollen to store 
water) and show high endemism 
(grow only in a specific region). 

 They are less tolerant of climate 
change and most of them cannot 
tolerate exposure to direct sunlight or 
drought. Hence, most of them are 
found near wet areas. 

 There are about 230 species of 
Balsams found in India and majority of 
them are found in the eastern 
Himalayas and the Western Ghats. 

 They have a high horticultural value 
because of their showy flowers. 

What is the botanical survey of India? 
 Botanical survey of India (BSI) is the 

nodal research organization under the 
Ministry of environment, forests and 
climate change. 

 Hq: Kolkata, Establishment: 1890 
 Its primary function is to look after the 

flora research in the country. It 
identifies threatened floral species and 
also helps in Ex-situ conservation (like 
gardens, labs, etc) of the plant species. 
They maintain the database of floral 
species across the country. 

Why in news? 
 BSI has recently published a book 

describing 83 species Balsams to 
educate people. Of the 83 species 
described, 45 are from Arunachal 
Pradesh, 24 from Sikkim and 16 
species common to both states. 

 It also contains 23 new species, most of 
them discovered in the north-eastern 
region. 

 Since they are more sensitive to 
climate change, there is an urgent 
demand to create hybrids of them 
which are tolerant to heat.  

 

3. PM writes to village chiefs to 
save rainwater 

What is rainwater harvesting? 
 Rainwater harvesting (RWH) is a 

simple method by which rainfall is 
collected for future usage.  

 The collected rainwater may be stored, 
utilized in different ways or directly 
used for recharge purposes. 

 Capturing the rainwater can help 
recharge local aquifers, reduce urban 
flooding and most importantly ensure 

water availability in water-scarce 
zones.  

 Traditionally India had rainwater 
harvesting system suited to the region. 
For example Phads of Maharashtra, 
Kere of Karnataka, Ahar Pynes of 
Bihar, Eri of Tamil Nadu, etc. 

Why in News? 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has 

sent a letter to all panchayats to save 
rainwater through different 
techniques. 

 He has asked to conserve every drop so 
that we can reduce the scarcity of 
water. 

 

4. EU leaders to debate push 
for zero emissions by 2050 

What is carbon Neutrality? 
 It is the action of organizations, 

countries, etc to remove carbon 
dioxide released in the atmosphere. 

 It is an action to achieve a zero carbon 
footprint. 

 Bhutan is the only country in the world 
to have carbon neutrality. 

Why in the news? 
 EU is getting the consent of members 

to become carbon neutral by 2050.  

 

5. G20 agrees to tackle plastic 
waste in oceans 

How bad is ocean plastic pollution? 
 Every day approximately 8 million 

pieces of plastic pollution find their 
way into our oceans. 

 There are different sources of this 
pollution like Sewage, Ghost nets(left 
out and old nets in oceans), industrial 
waste, etc. 

 Plastics consistently make up 60 to 
90% of all marine debris studied. 

 A plastic bottle can last for 450 years in 
the marine environment, slowly 
fragmenting into smaller and smaller 
pieces which eventually end up 
microscopic but never truly go away 

What is G20? 
 The G20 (or Group of Twenty) is an 

international platform for the 
governments and central bank 
governors from 19 countries and the 
European Union (EU). 

 India is a member of this forum. This 
forum conducts the annual meeting 



and has no permanent secretariat or 
headquarters.  

Why in News? 
 G20 environment ministers agree to 

adopt a new implementation 
framework for actions to tackle the 
issue of marine plastic waste on a 
global scale. 

 Prior to the annual meeting of 2019 in 
Japan, environment ministers met 
near Tokyo. 

 The new framework is aimed at 
facilitating further concrete action on 
marine waste, though on a voluntary 
basis 

 

6. Grey wolf from India killed in 
Bangladesh  

 
Indian Grey Wolf: 
 It is the subspecies of grey wolves.  
 It is the LEAST CONCERN according to 

IUCN list. 
 It is thinner than the other grey wolves 

and lacks fat layer. 
 It is found across India, but their 

population is declining due to lack of 
prey and hunting. 

Why in News? 
 An Indian grey wolf was killed in 

Bangladesh. 
 This carnivore(which eat only flesh) 

was extinct in Bangladesh a few 
decades ago. 

 It is believed that this wolf was of India 
which travelled to Bangladesh.  

 

7. Exclusive zones to conserve 
karimeen 

Ashtamudi Lake: 
 It is a backwater in Kollam district, 

Kerala. 

 Kallada River is a major river 
discharging into the Ashtamudi Lake. 

 Munroe Island is present in this lake. 
 It is one of the Ramsar sites (for 

protection of wetlands) of India. 
Vembanad Lake: 
  The longest lake in India. Located in 

Kerala.  
 It is one of the Ramsar sites of India. 
 The Nehru Trophy Boat Race is 

conducted in a portion of the lake. 
Karimeen/ Pearl Spot 
 It is the brackish fish found in Kerala. 
 It is vulnerable.  
Why in News? 
 The authorities have made reserves in 

Vembanad and Ashtamudi Lakes to 
save karimeen.  

 The population of karimeen is 
declining fast. This act will help in 
retrieval of other species too. 

 

8. Himalayan glaciers are 
melting twice as fast since 
2000 

Why in News? 
 The cold war satellites of the US have 

shown that the Himalayan regions are 
melting at twice the rate since 2000. 

 Only 72% of the 650 glaciers of 2000 is 
left in 2016.  

 This could bring water scarcity as well 
as a loss of biodiversity in the region.  

Effects of melting of Himalayan Glaciers 
 More than 1.9 billion people across 8 

countries are dependent on the rivers 
flowing from the Himalayan region. 

 As temperatures soar the Himalayan 
region is more vulnerable due to its 
higher altitude.  

 In 2018, according to the International 
Centre for Integrated Mountain 
Development (ICIMOD) 1.5 degree 
report, a global temperature increase 
of 1.5ºC could mean at least a 1.8ºC 
temperature rise in the Hindu Kush 
Himalayas. 

 The melting of glaciers can make 
flooding severe, affect the monsoon, 
expose permafrost fields etc. 

 This should be monitored and nations 
should put better research on 
implications.  

  



Science and Technology 
 

1. BT Cotton 
 What is BT Cotton? 

 Bt cotton is an insect-resistant 
transgenic crop designed to combat 
the bollworm. 

 Bt cotton was created by genetically 
altering the cotton genome to express 
a microbial protein from the bacterium 
Bacillus thuringiensis through the 
process of genetic engineering. 

 What is genetic engineering? 
 To put it simply, genetic engineering is 

the process of breaking the natural 
boundaries that exist between species 
to produce new life forms that will 
produce a variety of desired traits. 

 Genetic modification involves the 
actual altering of the organism at 
the genetic level.  

 Example: Genes from salmon can be 
spliced into tomatoes to make them 
more resistant to cold weather, 
thereby yielding a larger crop when 
the weather is less than favourable.  

 Bt Cotton - Mechanism of action 
 The transgene inserted into the 

plant's genome produces toxin crystals 
that the plant would not normally 
produce which, when ingested by a 
certain population of organisms, 
dissolves the gut lining, leading to the 
organism's death. 

 Necessity for Bt Cotton in India 
 Even though India's total cotton 

production ranks 3rd internationally 
behind China and the U.S., the acreage 
under cotton cultivation in India is 
about 25% of all agricultural land, the 
highest of any country.  

 One main reason is that the production 
of cotton per hectare is very low, and 
India ranks 70th in the world in the 
kg/hectare production of cotton.  

 The reduced productivity of Indian 
cotton is often attributed to intense 
and diverse pest pressure and the lack 
of irrigation infrastructure.  

 The hope was that the introduction of 
Bt Cotton would largely take care of 
the main pest problems and reduce the 
use of pesticides. 

 Problems with Bt cotton in India: 
  

 
 
 The use of BT cotton in India has raised 

a lot of controversy even before its 
official introduction in India. 

 Bt cotton has great promise as it is 
resistant to one of the major pests that 
decreases crop yield. However, the 
seeds come at a much higher price. 

 Seeds are purchased with loans from 
local money-lenders that charge very 
high interest rates, so farmers incur 
big debts to obtain the seed.  

 Also, the seeds are resistant to the 
American bollworm but are not 
completely resistant to all pests, a fact 
that is not known by all farmers.  

 If they do not have additional pest 
control strategies, even a Bt crop may 
be lost to pests.  

 The situation is greatly worsened by 
counterfeit seed on the market that 
does not contain the Bt gene, so is 
susceptible to the bollworm and has no 
yield benefit.  

 Why in news? 
 Hundreds of farmers joined in, what 

they called, a ‘civil disobedience’ 
movement to protest the Centre’s 
indecisiveness in approving the next 



generation of genetically modified 
(GM) cotton. 

 The farmers argue that they should be 
getting the newest of technologies 
available in the market for agriculture. 

 

2. Bt Brinjal 
 What is Bt Brinjal? 

 Bt brinjal, is a genetically modified 
strain of Brinjal.  

 Bt stands for Bacillus thuringiensis, a 
common soil bacterium that contains a 
gene which produces a protein 
harmful to FSB. 

 They are modified to protect itself 
from the pest: Fruit and Shoot Borer 
(FSB) 

 Background 
 Brinjal farmers suffer significant yield 

losses at 51-73% annually due to the 
Brinjal Fruit and Shoot Borer (FSB). 
Female moths deposit eggs mostly on 
brinjal leaves. When the eggs hatch 
and turn into larvae, they feed on leaf 
tissues and tunnel inside shoots and 
fruits. 

 Mechanism of action 
 When Bt protein is ingested by FSB 

larva, it is made soluble by the 
presence of enzyme and alkaline 
condition (pH9.5) of the gut.  

 It then binds into another protein 
(receptor) present in the midgut 
resulting to an active toxin.  

 The Bt protein only affects FSB and 
does not affect humans, farm 
animals, and other non-target 
organisms. 

 Bt Brinjal in India 
 Bt- Brinjal is a hybrid genetically 

modified variety developed by 
Maharashtra Hybrid Seeds 
Company (Mahyco). 

 GEAC cleared deck for Bt-Brinjal in 
2006 after satisfaction from the field 
and recommended Ministry of 
Environment to clear Bt-Brinjal for 
commercial cultivation in 2009. 

 But the government of that time 
withheld it and said that it needs 
independent studies to prove that it 
doesn’t affect the nature and 
pollinators like bees. 

 When rejected in India, the company 
offered the technology to 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research 

Institute (BARI) and now presently 
almost 50,000 farmers are growing Bt-
Brinjal with high yields. 

 Why in news? 
 The various scientific lacunae around 

the promised benefits of Bt Brinjal, 
was criticised: 

o There are still unresolved biosafety 
issues,  

o Its impact on the environment is yet to 
be studied and analysed,  

o In terms of nutrition, there seem to be 
some significant differences between 
Bt and ordinary brinjal 

o Lack of long-term toxicity studies 
o Lack of scientific consensus on its 

safety and efficacy. 
o Lack of clarity on how the farmers can 

benefit from Bt Brinjal in a quantifiable 
manner 

 

3. Waste-to-energy 
 What’s in the news? 

 Researchers from the Department of 
Biotechnology and Medical 
Engineering at the National Institute of 
Technology (NIT) Rourkela, Odisha, 
have discovered a marine bacterial 
strain (Citrobacter species) that can 
produce ethanol directly from fruit 
waste. 

 Elaboration 
 In an ever-increasing demand for 

energy, identifying new sources of 
energy becomes the key.  

 Here, several strains of Citrobacter 
species were isolated from the marine 
water near Digha and Shankarpur 
seashore of West Bengal. 

 The strains were screened for 
identifying the best candidate to 
produce ethanol from wastes. 

 The screening of the strains was done 
by testing them with various waste 
materials including kitchen, paper, 
fruit and garden waste for their ability 
to produce ethanol. 

 Results 
 Of the ten ethanol-resistant strains 

screened, a particular species 
(Citrobacter sp. E4) was found to 
directly convert fruit waste into 
ethanol without any pretreatment. 

 Efficiency 
 Under optimum temperature (33.2°C) 

and optimum pH (7.1), a maximum 



output of 0.30g of ethanol was 
obtained from 1g of fruit waste, over a 
24-hour time period. 

 The researchers note that this method 
is environment-friendly, sustainable 
and cost-efficient 

 Why fruit waste? 
 Due to the high sugar content, fruit 

waste was found to be the most 
favourable, whereas paper waste was 
the least favourable due to the 
presence of cellulosic substances.  

 How safe is Citrobacter? 
 The species was further tested and 

found to be non-pathogenic and 
antibiotic-resistant against 
cephalosporin and ampicillin, to name 
a few. 

 The species could be easily cultured 
under laboratory conditions. 

 
 

4. Fuel cells 
 What are fuel cells? 

 A fuel cell produces electricity through 
a chemical reaction, but without 
combustion. It converts hydrogen and 
oxygen into water, and in the process 
also creates electricity.  

 It’s an electro-chemical energy 
conversion device that produces 
electricity, water, and heat. 

 How does it work? 
 The reactions that produce electricity 

happen at the electrodes.  
 Every fuel cell has two electrodes, one 

positive, called the anode, and one 
negative, called the cathode.  

 These are separated by an electrolyte 
barrier. Fuel goes to the anode side, 
while oxygen (or just air) goes to the 
cathode side.  

 When both of these chemicals hit the 
electrolyte barrier, they react, split off 
their electrons, and create an electric 
current.  

 A chemical catalyst speeds up the 
reactions here. 

 How is it different from a 
conventional battery? 

 Fuel cells operates much like a battery, 
except they don’t require electrical 
recharging.  

 A battery stores all of its chemicals 
inside and coverts the chemicals into 
electricity.  

 Once those chemicals run out, the 
battery dies.  

 A fuel cell, on the other hand, receives 
the chemicals it uses from the outside; 
therefore, it won’t run out.  

 Fuel cells can generate power almost 
indefinitely, as long as they have fuel to 
use 

Why in news? 
 A group of Indian scientists have 

developed a selenium-graphene–
based fuel cell catalyst which is more 
efficient, costs less and also remains 
stable for longer than the conventional 
platinum based catalysts. 

Elaboration 
 Modern energy technology, for 

example fuel cells which are used 
commercially in hydrogen fuel–based 
cars, require good catalysts that are 
efficient as well as cost-effective. 

 Normally, fuel cells use expensive 
platinum-like elements.  

 These expensive metal-based 
technologies perform excellently for 
initial few cycles, but then get 
degraded in performance due to many 
reasons. 

 As a result, there is a need to change 
this part of the fuel cell routinely. 

 Graphene modified with selenium 
atoms in very low amounts can 
perform like platinum in a 
demonstrated reaction. 

 While neither selenium nor graphene 
can do the trick by themselves, the 
combination works efficiently. 

 

5. DigiCop 
 What is it? 

 It is an app launched by Chennai police.  
 The police department is compiling a 

database of mobiles reported stolen in 
southern States, which will be 
uploaded in the app. 

 What is the current scenario? 
 Till now, only sub-inspectors and 

inspectors could use the mobile 
application launched by the State 
Crime Records Bureau (SCRB) to 
detect stolen mobile phones using the 
International Mobile Equipment 
Identity (IMEI) number. 

 How is the public benefitted? 



 With DigiCop, any user can find out the 
status of mobile phones using its IMEI 
number. 

 It will also come in handy for 
prospective buyers and police to verify 
if a phone was stolen. 

 The objective is to reduce the demand 
in the grey market. 

 Mobile sellers can install the app to 
avoid buying stolen phones. 

 Accomplishments 
 As many as 8,311 persons reported 

loss/ theft of mobile phones and 1,227 
phones and 151 two-wheelers were 
recovered from offenders 

 

  



ART and CULTURE 
 
1. U.P. site expected to get 

‘national importance’ tag  
 Site of national Importance: 

 Archeological Survey of India declares 
specific sites as ‘national importance’ if 
the Site has remains of ancient 
artifacts if it has a monument, or the 
site is important for the access to the 
monuments. 

 Why in News? 

 In Sadikpur Sinauli, Baghpat district of 
Uttar Pradesh the ASI has found 
remains of a warrior class, which is 
believed to have lived 4000 years ago. 

 This site was excavated in 2018 and 
ASI has decided to declare it as the site 
of national importance 

 
 
 

 

  



PIB Analysis 
 

1) India in combating 
desertification 

 Why in news? 
 India will be hosting the 14th session 

of the Conference of Parties (COP - 14) 
of United Nations Convention to 
Combat Desertification (UNCCD). 

What is the need? 
 About 30% of country’s total 

geographical area being affected by 
land degradation, India has high stakes 
and stands strongly committed to 
combat desertification. 

India's efforts: 
  India joined the voluntary Bonn 

Challenge pledge to bring into 
restoration 13 million hectares of 
degraded and deforested land by the 
year 2020, and additional 8 million 
hectares by 2030. 

 India’s pledge is one of the largest in 
Asia. 

 The flagship project will be 
implemented during a pilot phase of 
three-and-a-half years in the five pilot 
states of Haryana, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Nagaland and Karnataka. 
This will eventually be scaled up 
across the country. 

 ·         The project will aim to develop 
and adapt the best practices and 
monitoring protocols for the country, 
and build capacity within the five pilot 
States. 

 ·         Various schemes have been 
launched by the Government of India 
such as: Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima 
Yojana (PMFBY), Soil Health Card 
Scheme, Soil Health Management 
Scheme, Pradhan Mantri Krishi 
Sinchayee Yojna (PKSY), Per Drop 
More Crop, , etc. which are helping to 
reduce land degradation. 

 UNCCD 
 ·         Established in 1994, the United 

Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification (UNCCD) is the only 
legally binding international 
agreement linking environment and 
development issues to the land 
agenda. 

 ·         In 1994, the United Nations 
General Assembly declared 17 June the 

"World Day to Combat Desertification 
and Drought" to promote public 
awareness and the implementation of 
the UNCCD in the desertification 
affected countries. 

 

2) World Food India 

 Why in news? 
 ·         WFI 2019 will be held from 1-4th 

November 2019 in New Delhi and will 
position India as Food Processing 
Destination of the World. 

 ·         World Food India is the gathering 
of all global and domestic stakeholders 
in Food Processing Sector with the 
objective of promoting food 
processing sector at global level. 

 ·         It also aims to transform Food 
Economy and realize the vision of 
doubling of famers’ income by 
establishing India as a preferred 
investment destination. 

 ·         The tagline of the event will be 
“Forging Partnerships for Growth”. 

 ·          WFI is a biennial event with the 
first such event conducted in 2017. 
WFI 2019 will be the second edition of 
World Food India. 

 3) Lok Sabha Speaker 
Why in news? 
 BJP MP from Kota, Om Birla has been 

unanimously elected as the Speaker of 
17th Lok Sabha. 

Election of Speaker: 
 In the Lok Sabha Presiding Officers, the 

Speaker and the Deputy Speaker both 
are elected from among its members 
by a simple majority of members 
present and voting in the House. 

 As such, no specific qualifications are 
prescribed for being elected the 
Speaker. The Constitution only 
requires that Speaker should be a 
member of the House. 

Term of Office: 
 The Speaker holds office from the date 

of his election till immediately before 
the first meeting of the Lok Sabha after 
the dissolution of the one to which he 
was elected. 

 He is eligible for re-election. 
 On the dissolution of the Lok Sabha, 

although the Speaker ceases to be a 



member of the House, he does not 
vacate his office. 

 The Speaker may, at any time, resign 
from office by writing under his hand 
to the Deputy Speaker. 

 The Speaker can be removed from 
office only on a resolution of the House 
passed by a majority of all the then 
members of the House. 

 

 4) Financial Stability and 
Development Council 
(FSDC) 

Why in news? 
 The 20th Meeting of the Financial 

Stability and Development Council 
(FSDC) was held under the 
Chairmanship of the Union Minister of 
Finance. 

What is FSDC? 
 Financial Stability and Development 

Council (FSDC) is an apex-level body 
constituted in 2010 by the government 
of India. 

 It aims to strengthen and 
institutionalize the mechanism of 
maintaining financial stability, 
financial sector development, inter-
regulatory coordination along with 
monitoring macro-prudential 
regulation of economy. 

 It is chaired by the Union Finance 
Minister of India.  

What it does? 
 ·         The Council deals, inter-alia, with 

issues relating to financial stability, 
financial sector development, inter–
regulatory coordination, financial 
literacy, financial inclusion and macro 
prudential supervision of the economy 
including the functioning of large 
financial conglomerates. 

 ·         No funds are separately allocated 
to the Council for undertaking its 
activities. 

 

 5) National Yoga Olympiad- 
2019 

 Why in news? 
 The 4th National Yoga Olympiad was 

held at New Delhi. The three day 
National Yoga Olympiad of school 
children is being organized by the 
National Council of Educational 
Research and Training (NCERT). 

 Yoga has found an important place in 
the school curriculum as a part of 
Health and Physical Education. The 
main aim of this Olympiad is to create 
awareness about a scientific and 
holistic way of living to the children. 

Yoga 
 The word ‘Yoga’ is derived from 

Sanskrit root “yuj” which means ‘join’ 
or ‘unite’. This may be taken as the 
union of body, mind and soul, and is 
used in the literature both as an end as 
well as means. 

 As an end, yoga signifies ‘integration of 
personality’ at the highest level. 

 As means, yoga includes various 
practices and techniques which are 
employed to achieve the development 
of such integration. 

 These practices and techniques are 
means in the yogic literature and are 
also referred collectively as ·        ‘Yoga’. 

Objectives of Yoga Olympiad 
  To develop an emotional and mental 

health through yogic activities. 
 To develop harmony understanding of 

yogic practices and applies this 
understanding accordingly in one’s life 
and living. 

 To develop a healthy habit and lifestyle 
in children. 

 To develop humane values in children. 
 To develop physical, with nature and 

the universe. 
 

6) Dispute Resolution 
Mechanism for solar/wind 
sector 

Why in news? 
 The government has approved a 

proposal to set up a Dispute Resolution 
Committee (DRC) for solar/wind 
sector. 

Significance: 
 The move will give further fillip to the 

smooth implementation of solar/wind 
energy projects in India. It fulfills a 
long pending demand of the industry 
to resolve expeditiously, unforeseen 
disputes that may arise beyond the 
scope of Contractual Agreements. 

Composition: 
 A three member Dispute Resolution 

Committee (DRC) will be set up with 
the approval of Hon’ble Minister 



(NRE), consisting of eminent persons 
of impeccable integrity. 

 The upper age for the DRC members 
shall be 70 years. 

What kind of cases does it handle? 
 All cases of appeal against decisions 

given by SECI on Extension of Time 
requests based on terms of contract: 

 All requests of Extension of Time not 
covered under the terms of contract. 

 All such cases referred to it, including 
the cases where the developer is not 
satisfied with the decision of 
SECI/NTPC and it decides to appeal 
after paying the required fee. 

Final decision: 
 The recommendations of the ‘Dispute 

Resolution Committee’ (DRC) along 
with MNRE’s observations will be 
placed before Hon’ble Minister (NRE) 
for final decision. 

 The Ministry shall examine and put up 
such recommendations to Minister 
(NRE) with the comments of IFD 
within twenty one days of receipt of 
recommendation from the DRC. 

 To arrive at any decision, Committee 
will be free to interact with the 
relevant parties of the case and shall 
record their views. For presenting the 
case before the DRC, no lawyers shall 
be permitted. 

  

7) GST Council 
Why in news? 
 The 35th GST Council Meeting was 

held under the chairmanship of Union 
Finance & Corporate Affairs Minister 
Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman. 

GST Council: 
 Goods & Services Tax Council is a 

constitutional body for making 
recommendations to the Union and 
State Government on issues related to 
Goods and Service Tax. 

 The GST Council is chaired by the 
Union Finance Minister and other 
members are the Union State Minister 
of Revenue or Finance and Ministers 
in-charge of Finance or Taxation of all 
the States. 

Functions: 

 It recommends to the Union and the 
States on important issues related to 
GST, like 

1. Taxes, cesses, and surcharges to be 
subsumed under the under the GST; 

2. Goods and services which may be 
subject to, or exempt from GST; 

3. The threshold limit of turnover for 
application of GST; 

4. Rates of GST ,etc; 
Key Highlights of 35th GST Council 
1. The Council took a decision regarding 

location of the State and the Area 
Benches for the Goods and Services 
Tax Appellate Tribunal (GSTAT) for 
various States and Union Territories 
with legislature. It has been decided to 
have a common State Bench for the 
States of Sikkim, Nagaland, Manipur 
and Arunachal Pradesh. 

2. The tenure of National Anti-
Profiteering Authority (NAPA) has 
been extended by 2 years.  

 National Anti-Profiteering 
Authority (NAPA) deals with 
complaints by consumers against 
companies for not passing on GST rate 
cut benefits. 

3. Electronic invoicing system to be 
introduced in a phase-wise manner for 
B2B transactions.  

 Advantages: E-invoicing would help 
taxpayers in backward integration and 
automation of tax relevant processes. 
It would also help tax authorities in 
combating the menace of tax evasion. 

4. It has simplified rules for registration 
and Aadhaar will now be used by 
businesses for registration under GST. 
In the earlier system, people had to 
give various documents. 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  



News In-depth
International Relations 

 
1. Brexit: A Timeline 
What is Brexit? 
●       Brexit ("British exit") refers to the 

United Kingdom's decision in a June 
23, 2016 referendum to leave the 
European Union (EU), which is a group 
of 28 countries that operates as a 
cohesive economic and political block. 

●       The process of leaving the EU formally 
began on March 29, 2017, when the 
British Prime Minister Therasa May 
triggered Article 50 of the Lisbon 
Treaty. 

●       The UK had two years from that date to 
negotiate a new relationship with the 
EU. 

Article 50 of the Lisbon Treaty 
●       It gives any EU member state the right 

to quit unilaterally, and outlines the 
procedure for doing so. It gives the 
leaving country two years to negotiate 
an exit deal and once it is set in motion 
it cannot be stopped except by 
unanimous consent of all member 
states. 

Withdrawal Agreement 
●       The “Brexit deal” is a legally-binding 

text agreed to by the EU and UK 
government on November, 14 2018. 
The deal sets the terms of the UK’s 
divorce from the EU and can only enter 
into force once ratified by the UK 
parliament. 

●       But, the deal Therasa May negotiated 
with the EU was rejected by Britain's 
House of Commons three times. 

●       May announced that she will step down 
as the Prime Minister after facing 
severe pressure to resign. Britain has 
to ratify a withdrawal agreement with 
the EU before leaving if it wants to 
avoid a "no-deal" exit. 

When is the UK due to leave the EU? 
●       The UK had been due to leave on 29 

March 2019, two years after it started 
the exit process. But as the UK MPs 

rejected the withdrawal agreement, 
EU leaders have now backed a six-
month extension until 31 October 
2019. 

●       However, the UK will leave before this 
date if the withdrawal agreement is 
ratified by the UK and the EU before 
then. 

Why do people oppose the deal? 
●       There are a broad range of complaints, 

many of which claim the deal fails to 
give back to the UK control of its own 
affairs from the EU. 

●       One of the biggest sticking points has 
been over what happens at the Irish 
border. 

What is the ‘backstop’ plan? 

 
●       Northern Ireland is part of the UK while 

the Republic of Ireland, which is not, 
will remain part of the EU after Brexit. 

●       Under EU arrangements, it is currently 
easy for people and goods to cross the 
border between the Republic of 
Ireland and Northern Ireland, and 
there are fears that it will not remain 
so after Britain leaves. 

●       Many also fear that barriers between 
the north and south could revive the 



tensions that prevailed during the 30-
year conflict that ended in 1998. 

●       To address this, the withdrawal 
agreement includes a “backstop” plan 
to ensure the border remains as 
smooth as possible until a trade deal 
between the UK and the EU is struck. 

●       On the other hand, opponents believe 
that the backstop plan would leave the 
UK subject to EU regulation even after 
Brexit. 

Why in News? 
●       The EU’s top leaders have made it clear 
that the existing divorce deal with the UK 
could not be changed. 
 

 
 

 

 

  



Science and Technology 
 
1. Acute Encephalitis Syndrome 

(AES) 
 What is AES? 

 AES affects central nervous system, 
mostly in children and young adults. It 
starts with high fever, then hampers 
neurological functions causing mental 
disorientation, seizure, confusion, 
delirium, coma. 

 What causes AES? 
 Acute Encephalitis Syndrome (AES) 

including Japanese Encephalitis (JE) is 
a group of clinically similar neurologic 
manifestation caused by several 
different viruses, bacteria, fungus, 
parasites, spirochetes, chemical/ 
toxins etc.  

 It can be caused by virus, bacteria, 
fungi, and a range of agents. Japanese 
encephalitis (JE) virus is the most 
common cause of AES in India, with 
union health ministry estimate 
attributing 5-35 per cent cases due to 
JE. But the syndrome is also caused by 
scrub typhus, dengue, mumps, 
measles, even Nipah or Zika virus. In 
several cases though the cause of AES 
remains clinically unidentified. 

 When does it occur? 
 The outbreak of JE usually coincides 

with the monsoon and post monsoon 
period when the density of mosquitoes 
increases while encephalitis due to 
other viruses specially entero-viruses 
occurs throughout the year as it is a 
water borne disease. 

 Who is affected? 
 It predominantly affects population 

below 15 years. 
 There is seasonal and geographical 

variation in the causative organism. 
 JEV has its endemic zones running 

along the Gangetic plain including 
states of UP (east), Bihar, West Bengal 
and Assam, and parts of Tamil Nadu. 

 All the endemic States except Assam 
start reporting JE cases from July 
onwards attaining a peak in 
September-October. In Assam the 
cases start appearing from February 
and attain a peak in the month of July. 

 Due to circulation of entero-viruses 
particularly in Eastern Uttar Pradesh 
AES cases are reported round the year. 

 Is litchi fruit causing the 
infection? 

 In India, AES outbreaks in north and 
eastern India have been linked to 
children eating unripe litchi fruit on 
empty stomachs.  

 Unripe fruit contain the toxins 
hypoglycin A and 
methylenecyclopropylglycine (MCPG), 
which cause vomiting if ingested in 
large quantities.  

 Hypoglycin A is a naturally occurring 
amino acid found in the unripened 
litchi that causes severe vomiting 
(Jamaican vomiting sickness), while 
MCPG is a poisonous compound found 
in litchi seeds that causes a sudden 
drop in blood sugar, vomiting, altered 
mental states leading to lethargy, 
unconsciousness, coma and death.  

 These toxins cause sudden high fever 
and seizures serious enough to require 
hospitalisation in young, severely 
malnourished children. 

 Symptoms 
 AES is characterized by an acute onset 

of fever and clinical neurological 
manifestation that includes mental 
confusion, disorientation, delirium, or 
coma.  

 Apart from viral encephalitis, severe 
form of leptospirosis and 
toxoplasmosis can cause AES. 

 Challenge for the doctors 
 Keeping in mind the wide range of 

causal agents and the rapid rate of 
neurological impairment due to 
pathogenesis, clinicians face the 
challenge of a small window period 
between diagnosis and treatment. 

 Prevention 
 Increase access to safe drinking water 

and proper sanitation facilities 
 Improve nutritional status of children 

at risk of JE/AES 
 Vector control (Reducing mosquito 

density) 
 Vaccination - 2 doses of JE vaccine have 

been approved to be included in UIP to 
be given one along with measles at the 



age of 9 months and the second with 
DPT booster at the age of 16-24 
months. 

 Status of AES in India 
 According to National Vector Borne 

Diseases Control Programme 
(NVBDCP), 10,485 AES cases were 
diagnosed in 2018 with 632 deaths 
across 17 states.  

 India records fatality rate at 6 per cent 
in AES, but the fatality rises to 25 per 
cent amongst children.  

 Bihar, Assam, Jharkhand, Uttar 
Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, Tamil 
Nadu, Karnataka, and Tripura are 
worst affected. 

 Endemic zones in India 
 All the endemic States except Assam 

start reporting JE cases from July 
onwards attaining a peak in 
September-October.  

 In Assam the cases start appearing 
from February and attain a peak in the 
month of July. 

 National Programme for 
Prevention and Control of 
Japanese Encephalitis/Acute 
Encephalitis Syndrome 

 Several government initiatives have 
been undertaken to educate and 
improve the hygiene of people living in 
the JE endemic zones.  

 Government and non-government 
organizations have been instrumental 
in providing proper nutrition to the 
AES-affected population as most of the 
affected people belong to the lower 
economic strata of the society. 

 Govt. of India, as part of the National 
Programme for Prevention & Control 
of JE/AES, follows a multi-pronged 
strategy encompassing preventive 
(sanitation, safe drinking water, 
improvement in nutrition etc.), case 
management (capacity building of 
medical and para-medical staff, 
referral etc.) and rehabilitation 
(physical and social rehabilitation of 
disabled children), measures to 
address the problems relating to 
JE/AES. 

 Why in news? 
 Acute encephalitis syndrome (AES) 

has taken over 130 lives in the past one 
month. As per the reports, the 

syndrome has claimed over 105 lives 
of children below 10. 

 The encephalitis syndrome is affecting 
the nervous system of children and 
adults due to which the deaths toll is 
rising everyday in Bihar. The disease is 
also known as 'Chamki fever'. 

 According to the National Centre for 
Disease Control officials, Acute 
Encephalitis Syndrome (AES) 
outbreaks in Bihar have been reported 
since 1995. This year the main cause of 
death in most cases has been alleged to 
hypoglycemia (low blood sugar level). 

 Relation between hypoglycaemia, 
children and AES 

 Bihar government officials claim AES is 
a syndrome not disease, and cause of 
death in these children was found to be 
prolonged hypoglycaemia that 
witnessed delayed treatment. 

 Government data shows, at least 98 
per cent of children with AES getting 
hospitalised also suffer from 
hypoglycaemia.  

 In 2014 research paper titled 
‘Epidemiology of Acute Encephalitis 
Syndrome in India: Changing 
Paradigm and Implication for Control’, 
coauthored by six researchers, a 
parallel was drawn between 
Muzaffarpur and Vietnam’s Bac Giang 
province where undernourished 
children were suffering from AES and 
hypoglycaemia that coincided with 
litchi orchards in neighbourhood. 

2. Antibiotic resistance 
 What is antibiotic resistance? 

 Antibiotic resistance is when bacteria 
develop the ability to survive exposure 
to antibiotics designed to kill them or 
stop their growth. 

 Why are they dangerous? 
 These bacteria may infect humans and 

animals, and the infections they cause 
are harder to treat than those caused 
by non-resistant bacteria. 

 Antibiotic resistance leads to higher 
medical costs, prolonged hospital 
stays, and increased mortality. 

 Scope of the problem 
 Antibiotic resistance is rising to 

dangerously high levels in all parts of 
the world. New resistance mechanisms 
are emerging and spreading globally, 



threatening our ability to treat 
common infectious diseases.  

 A growing list of infections – such as 
pneumonia, tuberculosis, blood 
poisoning, gonorrhoea, and foodborne 
diseases – are becoming harder, and 
sometimes impossible, to treat as 
antibiotics become less effective. 

 Main reasons 
 Antibiotic resistance is accelerated by 

the misuse and overuse of antibiotics, 
as well as poor infection prevention 
and control.  

 Also, wherever antibiotics can be 
bought for human or animal use 
without a prescription, the emergence 
and spread of resistance is almost 
certain.  

 Similarly, in countries without 
standard treatment guidelines, 
antibiotics are often over-prescribed 
by health workers and veterinarians 
and over-used by the public. 

 Why in news? 
 WHO writes a new prescription to 

prevent misuse of antibiotics. 
 WHO has now urged all countries to 

adopt the Access, Watch and Reserve 

guidelines to reduce the spread of 
antimicrobial resistance, adverse 
events and costs. 

 Elaboration 
 WHO has suggested the adoption of 

‘Access, Watch and Reserve’, approach.  
 It is an approach that specifies which 

antibiotics to use for the most common 
and serious infections, which ones 
ought to be available at all times in the 
healthcare system, and those that must 
be used sparingly, or reserved and 
used only as a last resort 

 Aim of the new approach 
 The new campaign aims to increase 

the proportion of global consumption 
of antibiotics in the ‘Access’ group to at 
least 60%, and to reduce use of the 
antibiotics most at risk of resistance. 

 Using ‘Access’ antibiotics lowers the 
risk of resistance because they are 
‘narrow-spectrum’ antibiotics (that 
target a specific microorganism rather 
than several). They are also less costly 
because they are available in generic 
formulations. 

 

  
 

News on AIR 
1) Feni Bridge 
Why in news? 

 High Commissioner of India to 
Bangladesh inspected the ongoing 
construction of the Feni Bridge. 



Where is it located? 
 Feni Bridge is known as Maitree Setu 

in Chattogram. The bridge is being 
built over the Feni River and will 
connect Tripura with Chittagong port 
of Bangladesh. 

 The foundation of the bridge was laid 
in 2015 jointly by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Bangladesh Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina. The project is 
scheduled to be completed by April 
next year. 

 The bridge is being constructed by the 
National Highways Infrastructure 
Development Corporation Ltd of 
Ministry of Road and Transport 
highways, Government of India. 

Significance: 
 It is being developed as a corridor for 

trade and commerce between India's 
North-East and Bangladesh. 

 It will provide direct road connectivity 
between South Tripura and Chittagong 
allowing India to use Chittagong as a 
“port of call" and promoting trade, 
tourism and people-to-people ties. 

 The bridge will facilitate carrying of 
heavy machines and goods to and from 
the north-eastern states and the rest of 
India via Bangladesh through 
Chattogram.  

2) Ration in Kind for the 
Defence Officers 

Why in the news? 
 Government of India has announced 

the restoration of the ration in kind for 
the officers of the three Armed Forces 
posted in peace areas. 

About: 
 All officers of the Armed Forces 

including those in peace stations will 
be getting ‘Ration in Kind’. 

 The Ministry of Defence (MoD) had 
decided on July 1, 2017 that officers in 
peace postings would be given an 
allowance instead of free ration in 
kind, a practice that was being 
followed since 1983. 

 The decision was based on a 
recommendation of the 7th Central 
Pay Commission. 

 3) Cooling Vest for Sports 
Athletes 

Why in the news? 

 Japanese researchers from Hiroshima 
University have developed a new type 
of cooling vest for sports athletes that 
may help them compete safely in 
sweltering summer conditions. 

What is the use? 
 The 2020 Tokyo Olympics will be held 

in the hot and muggy Japanese 
summer where the ambient 
temperature is expected to be above 
33 degrees Celsius. 

 Because the human body temperature 
is usually around 37 degrees Celsius, a 
concern arises if it increases over 40 
degrees Celsius. Dehydration, 
decreased performance and decreased 
brain function are the dangers when 
the core body temperature climbs too 
high. 

Cooling Vest: 
 The aim is to cool the athletes' upper-

body skin which can decrease heart 
rate and temperature of their neck and 
skin. 

 The cooling vest is filled with ice packs 
and features a collar that can also cool 
the neck. 

 The research is not just applicable to 
athletes at their events but to people 
that exercise in hot conditions. 

4) Sickle Cell Anaemia 
Why in the news? 
 The World Sickle Cell Day was 

observed on June 19, 2019. It is 
observed each year to raise public 
awareness about sickle cell disease 
and its treatment methods. 

What is it? 
 Sickle cell anemia is an inherited form 

of anemia — a condition in which there 
aren't enough healthy red blood cells 
to carry adequate oxygen throughout 
your body. 

 In sickle cell anemia, the red blood 
cells become rigid and sticky and are 
shaped like sickles or crescent moons. 
These irregularly shaped cells can get 
stuck in small blood vessels, which can 
slow or block blood flow and oxygen to 
parts of the body. 

 There's no cure for most people with 
sickle cell anemia. But treatments can 
relieve pain and help prevent 
problems associated with the disease. 

 5) Futures on Commodity 
Indices 



Why in the news? 
 Capital markets regulator SEBI, 

permitted stock exchanges with 
commodity derivative segment to 
introduce futures on indices. 

What was the decision? 
 It has directed the stock exchanges to 

submit proposal with contract 
specifications and risk management 
framework for approval before 
launching any futures contract on an 
index. 

 The recent decision is part of larger 
efforts to deepen the participation of 
institutions in the derivatives segment. 

 The SEBI directives are in line with 
recommendations of Commodity 
Derivatives Advisory Committee. 

About SEBI 
 SEBI was constituted on 12th April 

1988 as an interim administrative 
body under the Finance Ministry. Later 
in 1992 a notification awarding 
statutory powers to SEBI was issued 
(Securities and Exchange Board of 
India Act, 1992). 

 The basic functions of the Securities 
and Exchange Board of India is “…to 
protect the interests of investors in 
securities and to promote the 
development of, and to regulate the 
securities market and for matters 
connected therewith or incidental 
thereto”. 

 6) World Refugee Day 
Why in news? 
 World Refugee Day was observed on 

20th of June with the theme “Step with 
Refugees - Take a Step on World 
Refugee Day”. 

Current Refugee Crisis Highlights: 
 According to the latest annual study 

released by the office of the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees, 70.8 
million children, women and men 
were forcibly displaced at the end of 
last year.  

 This is the highest number in the 
organization’s almost 70-year history. 

 The study, released yesterday, said 
wars, violence and persecution have 
driven record numbers of people from 
their homes worldwide.  

 Almost two thirds of those uprooted 
from their homes are internally 

displaced people who have not left 
their homelands  

 About 80 percent of these refugees live 
in countries neighbouring their 
country of origin. 

 On an average, one person is forcibly 
displaced every two seconds as a 
result of conflict or persecution and 
refugees are among the most 
vulnerable people in the world.  

7) Strategic Partners for P-75(I) 
Project of Indian Navy 

Why in news? 
 The Government of India has issued 

the Expression of Interests (EOI) for 
short listing of potential Indian 
Strategic Partners for construction of 
six conventional submarines for P-
75(I) Project of the Indian Navy. 

 It is the second project being 
undertaken under the latest Strategic 
Partnership Model, with the first being 
the procurement of 111 Naval Utility 
Helicopters.  

What is an Expression of Interest (EOI)? 
 An expression of interest (EOI) is an 

informal offer made by a strategic or 
financial buyer for the purchase of a 
business. 

 The primary purpose is to suggest a 
valuation range that a buyer is willing 
to pay for a company. 

 Investment bankers usually request an 
EOI in their bidding process to 
separate all potential buyers into a 
smaller, more realistic list of qualified 
buyers that may be a good fit for the 
seller. 

What is Strategic Partnership Model? 
 In July 2018, Defence Acquisition 

Council (DAC) approved 
Implementation guidelines for the 
Strategic Partnership Model. 

 It is to reduce current dependence on 
imports and to bolster defence 
manufacturing in India through 
indigenous private defence firms. 

 8) AMRIT 
Why in news? 
 Jammu and Kashmir Government has 

planned to open 18 Affordable 
Medicines and Reliable Implants for 
Treatment (AMRIT) stores in all the 
Medical colleges' Hospitals and 
prominently associated hospitals of 



the State to provide quality and 
affordable medicines to the end users. 

About: 
 AMRIT pharmacies operate under the 

aegis of Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare, Government of India. 

 These Pharmacies offer more than 
5200 drugs, implants, surgical 
disposables and other consumables at 
average discounts up to 60% of the 
maximum retail price. 

 In the previous year, 118.52 lakh 
people in country availed its services 
at a lesser price than its MRP. 

 9) Khelo India Programme 
Why in news? 
 President Ram Nath Kovind has 

highlighted the importance of the 
government's flagship 'Khelo India 
Programme'.  

 Addressing the joint sitting of the two 
Houses of Parliament in New Delhi 

today, the President said the new 
government has decided to widen the 
spectrum of the 'Khelo India 
Programme' to cover the entire 
country.  

What is it? 
 The Khelo India programme has been 

introduced to revive the sports culture 
in India at the grass-root level by 
building a strong framework for all 
sports played in our country and 
establish India as a great sporting 
nation. 

 The first edition was held in 2018 in 
Delhi and the second event was held in 
January, 2019 in Pune, Maharashtra. 

 Under this programme, 2,500 talented 
players have been selected and are 
being trained. The President said, this 
facility now be provided to 2,500 new 
players every year. 

  



Hindu Editorials 
 

1. On blinkered understanding on migration 
 Context 

 
• A draft emigration bill 2019 released by the ministry of external affairs, and currently 

pending for parliamentary approval, proposes a new legislative framework for matters 
related to emigration of Indian nationals. 

 
 Who is an Emigrant? 

 
A person who leaves the country where he or she lives to settle in another 

Significance 
 
• India is among a handful of countries that has explicit legislation for promoting emigration. 
• The intention of replacing the old Act is consistent with the government’s effort to weed out 

anachronistic laws and update them in line with modern conventions. 
• The 1983 act, enacted in the specific context of large-scale emigration to the gulf, falls short 

in addressing the wide geo-economic, geo-political and geo-strategic impact that 
emigration has today. 

• The United Nations’ “2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”, for the first time 
recognised migration as a core element of the global development agenda, and has set 
several targets that relate to it.  

 

 
 

Provisions in the Bill? 
 
• Central emigration Management Authority has been proposed for policy guidance and 

supervision. 
• Three-tier institutional framework with the MEA as the nodal ministry has been proposed. 
• Bureau of Emigration policy and planing, and a bureau of emigration administration shall 

handle day-to-day operational matters and verse the welfare of emigrants. 
• At the bottom, nodal authorities in states and union territories shall coordinate aspects of 

management  related to both emigrants and returnees. 
• This could allow vertical policy coherence on emigration matters-particularly in promoting 

and managing safe, orderly and regular emigration. 
• The draft emigration bill talks about managing the export of human resources than being a  

humanitarian framework 
 
 

Advantages of having a vibrant Indian diaspora? 
 



 

 
 
 

Limitations of the bill  
 
 Provisions fail to match the ambitions of its objectives. 
 They continue the post-1983 ad hoc approach towards emigration, relying on the regulation 

of recruiting agents/employers and the discretion of the government. 
 The bulk of it focusses on establishing new statutory bodies  and giving them broad and 

vaguely defined duties. 
 Provisions for return migrant is absent 

 Globally, one in four migrants today is a return migrant. Eg. Kerala’s case. 
 

What should be there in the bill? 
 As Migration is a complex and highly dynamic process with constantly evolving profiles of 

migrants and their destinations.  
 Thus, only an ex-ante-migrant right-based approach that is inclusive of all migrants abroad 

can be considerate of this and provide them adequate security and welfare. 
 

2. On an idea whose time may not have come  
Context: 

 Debate on Simultaneous Election, One nation, One Election 
 Simultaneous Election? 
 Loksabha and Assembly elections are conducted simultaneously. 

 
Significance: 

 
Electoral Reforms related to Simultaneous election would be historic one as the change 

involves redefining representative-democracy-structure present in the country. 
Also, it involves Constitutional amendments. And, most importantly, it needs solid 
political consensus. 

 



 
 

 
 
• The above mind maps show the merits and demerits of Simultaneous election. 

Further, the following are some of recommendations of Law commission on the same. 
• Leader of majority party be elected as PM or CM by the entire house( LS orLA) for stability. 
• In case a government fails a midterm, the term of new government would be for the remains 

period. 
• A no-confidence motion against the government should be followed by a confidence motion. 
• Phase-wise synchronisation of assembly and Loksabha election is required. 
• Political challenges involved 
• Amendment of the constitution 
• No adequate EVMs available yet for this huge process. 
• Solid political consensus required as states who are obligated to taper their.  
• Assembly term may reject the notion instantaneously 

Amendments required  
• Constitution Articles 83, 85, 172,174, and 356 
• RPA – Representation of People’s Act 1951 



 
S Y Qureshi recommendations on reforming elections 
 Less expenditure cap on government spending on election 
 Duration of election should be reduced. 
 Adequate paramilitary forces should be recruited to deploy them during election to make 

sure the security.  
 Here, merits of Simultaneous Election allure the regime in power and people to go for it. 

However, it should only be done by considering the keeping of the representative 
democracy and federal charter of our constitution intact. 

3. On forgotten Funds 
Concepts to be Known 

 
CESS  

• It is simply tax-on-tax, an additional tax collected for specific Purposes 
• It is upon tax liability. 
• For instance: If tax is  Rs1000 and the education  cess is 4%, then it is Rs 40. 
• It amount levied can be used only for the purposes for which it is imposed. In the above 

example it is education.  
Context: 

• Cess collection is good. However, the collected cess should be utilised for the particular 
purpose without siphoning it off. And, the government should be accountable for the same. 

 
 

Some background Check… 
• The education cess, at 2% was proposed in 2004 and it aimed at improving Primary 

education. 
• In 2007, an additional cess of 1% was introduced to fund secondary and higher education. 
• And, recently, in the 2019 Union Budget, a 4% health and education cess was announced 

which incorporates the previous 3% education cess as well as an additional 1% to provide  
for the health of rural families. 

Why Govt impose cess and not tax? 
• It is easy to modify cess and it can be abolished unlike tax. 
• Centre doesn’t have to share the amount with states. 
• To achieve socio-economic goals. 
• Here, the records show an increase in the amount of education cess collected via 

corporation tax and income tax Where is cess is applicable now. 
• Initially, education cess was also levied on customs, excise, and service taxes. Thus, when 

tax proceeds increase, the cess collected also rises.  
• Further, Cess Proceeds go to Consolidated Fund of India, and in order to utilize the cess 

proceeds lying in CFI, the Government has to create a dedicated fund. Thus, without the 
fund being established the cess proceeds will not available for use. After 10 years of 
establishing cess on education it has made a dedicated fund of higher education for utilizing 
it. 

• So, the concern is that the government had been collecting cess for 10 years without it being 
utilized for the purpose it had been levied for. 

• In sum, cess has to be utilized for purpose it is being levied for and government should take 
steps to incorporate and allay the concerns associated with non-utilization of fund from 
cess collection.  

 

4. On building confidence BIT by BIT 
Concepts to be known 
Bilateral Investment Treaty? 
 It is an agreement between nationals and companies of one country in another country 

which establishes the terms and conditions for private investments. Simply, it establishes 
favored trading status between two nations.  



What it provides? 
 For companies: It Provides assurances and guarantee that it would be protected in the 

country where they invest in all regards. 
 For the country where the companies invest  
 It increases trade and economic growth. The terms of the agreement standardize business 

operations.  
 

Model BIT? 
 As India has terminated around 58 BITs  and introduced revised form of BIT as model BIT, 

it does the same as BIT but with revised clauses that protect India’s interest as well as 
attract foreign investment.  

Context: 
 
 First Budget is going to happen soon. 
 GDP growth rate is at a five year low. 
 Domestic consumption is sinking and therefore, business confidence is sinking. 
 India has recorded its highest unemployment rate in the last 45 years. 
 In this context, India requires more investment from foreign and that depends on the socio-

economic and political conditions here in India. Model BIT is one of those which is expected 
to bring in more Foreign Direct Investment. 

Significance: 
 FDI is declining. And, Model BIT is expected to bring in more investment. However, it is 

accused of having certain drawbacks for Foreign investors. 

Model BIT 

 Main reason for bringing the Model BIT was the constant suing of the country by foreign 
firms.  

 India was one of the most sued country during 2015 and 2016. According to UNCTAD- the 
international institution that tracks global investment trends, around 17 investor-state 
arbitrations are filed against the country launched by foreign investors by the end of 2015. 
Of these, nine are settled and seven are six are pending and in two cases the country has lost 
the arbitration.  

 The government thus has modified the existing 1993 BIT framework and brought out the 
2015 Model BIT.  

 The move is important as it will help the country to make its treaty more specific in 
international arbitrations. 

Features: 
 Enterprise based definition of firms instead of asset based definition. 
 The most important feature of the amended model is that it droped the Most Favoured 

Nation (MFN) status previously included.  
 Full Protection Security means Obligation only relating to physical security of investors and 

to investments. 
 Action of state governments is included under the model BIT as they act as stake holders. 
 Links fair and Equitable trade related clauses 
 Model BIT provides that the State cannot nationalise or expropriate an Investment or take 

measures equivalent to expropriation, except “for reasons of public purpose” in accordance 
with the procedure established by law and on payment of adequate compensation. 

 The Model BIT mandates foreign investors to voluntarily adopt internationally recognized 
standards of corporate social responsibility. 

 The model Bill thus tries to balance protection to the investor with state regulations. More 
importantly it was configured in the context of excess legal arbitration against the state. 

 What is more important is to renegotiate with the partner countries and attract foreign 
investment in the context of the change. 

 
 



Issues in investments today:  
Lost Opportunity 
 Due to trade war between US and China, the supply chain base got shifted. And, India 

couldn’t make use of it as it lacked best Bilateral Investment agreements. Added to that is 
problems of poor infrastructure, land and labour laws, etc. Also, deepening crisis in the 
banking sector, and lack of structured economic reforms. 

 Its failure to attract firms exiting China due to the same.  
 Supply chain got shifted to Vietnam, Taiwan, Malaysia and Indonesia. 

Bad Regualtions 
 Foreign companies are not happy as arbitration and other socioeconomic conditions are not 

adequate enough to allay the fears of foreign firms regarding their investment. 
 Eg. Vodafone was charged Tax that was against their interest by the country. 
 So, BIT was in place to allay the fears of investors, however, government terminated those 

in 2016 and brought in Model BIT in its place. 
Way forward 
Four point plan 
 Strike Balance between Indian and foreign interest. 
 Fewer obligations to sign BITS to invest in the country. 
 Overconfidence and indecisions of government should be in balance. 
 Continuity and transparency in regulation is required. 
 As per the 2019 World Investment Report, since India is fast becoming a leading outward 

investor, balanced BITs would also help in protecting India’s investment abroad. 

5. In the Absence of a Good Law 
Context: 

 Cases related to Public Procurement are going to SC, and as already burdened with other 
cases, it directed the Government  to make a proper legislation for process of Public 
procurement and its grievance redressal in particular 

Significance: 
 Procurement process by the government accounts for 30% of the GDP and yet, there is no 

legislation on it to comprehensively handle the process. 
 
 



 
 
 
Past Efforts to bring in such  a Legislation  

 The Public Procurement bill 2012. Not passed by the parliament  
 The Public Procurement bill 2015: It is also floundering. 
 The bills had provision deal with the issues. 
 
 Certain state Governments have legislation, however, they are inadequate to deal  with the 

comprehensive set of problems related to it. And, they are fall short of prescription set out 
by SC in Madras Bar Association Vs Union of India case. 

 Thus, the situation points out to article 226 in the constitution that calls for “efficacious 
alternative remedy” 

 
 

6. On What a $5 trillion economy would look like. 
Context: 
 At the meeting of the governing council of the NITI AYOG Last week, Prime minister 

Narendra Modi announced the target of a $ 5trillion economy for India by 2024. 
 

Issues discussed under three heads 
 Without Investment 
 The wish List 
 Conserving nature. 

Without Investment 
 The drive to boost India’s manufacturing sector was fueled by ‘Make in India’ initiative and 

the problem is the programme could be materialized as it wished. 
 Dearth of investment is the reason. The global as well as domestic investment climate were 

not favorable to realize this dream. 
The Wish List 
 Indian should feel empowered by the economy. However, India is placed very low in the 

United Nation’s World Happiness Report. 
 Here, Happiness, best understood as a sense of well-being. It is directly related to  

empowerment, or being able to undertake the functioning we value. It is related to being 
educated and experiencing good health. 

 But, in India, our education sector is not up to the mark, and the majority are battling with 
almost non-existent public health infrastructure. As here, as per estimates government 
should spend 2.5 % of GDP on Health infrastructure and for education they need to allocate 
6% of GDP for education sector to reach above said goals of sense of wellbeing and good 
health, 

 However, they are spending that much. 
 The second attribute of a valuable economy would be equality of opportunity.  



 Here, for over three decades now income inequality has been rising in India.      According 
to some measures, India is today more unequal than China which is perceived as highly 
unequal in many aspects. 

 Also, Gender inequality is not going to vanish with re-distribution of income along class 
lines or across social groupings. 

 Thus, India is unfortunately an exception as it becoming a richer society may not 
significantly change the status quo in the above-mentioned regard. 

 
Reasons: 
 Unequal distribution of income. 
 Sex-ratio, already unfavourable to women, has shown worsening trend since 1947. 

Solutions:      
 Inequality in India can only be needed by equalising capabilities across individuals. 
 Concerted Public action via education is the means to this outcome. 

Conserving nature 
 Growth in economy without quality air to breathe cannot be considered as development. 
 Here, any effort to conserve nature has not just been ignored but treated as joke, by both 

right and left ideologies. Again, two-thirds of the world’s most polluted cities are in India, 
when we accept less than fifth of its population. 

 Air pollution shortens lives and lowers productivity, reducing the capacity to earn a living 
when alive.  

 In sum, any improvement in quality of life of majority requires a re-alignment of growth 
process in a less damaging way. In simple terms, quality of life of the majority must be 
significantly improved along with the economic growth in quantity terms as in $5 trillion 
sort. However, this requires serious intervention and considered participation of people 
involved in all levels. 

 

7. On a different tent 
Context:     
 
 SCO Summit and Its outcome. 
 For  furthering cooperation with SCO members, India had presented a template 

Known as “HEALTH.” 
 Health care cooperation, Economic cooperation, Alternative energy, Literature  
 and culture, Terrorism Free society and Humanitarian cooperation  respectively. ( 

HEALTH ). 
 

Significance:   Fig(1) and Fig(2). 
 



                                                    Fig(1) 
 
 
 

 
                                     Fig(2) 

 
 SCO Summit held in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Agenda of India in SCO Summit 
 

 Presented the Template “HEALTH” 
 Urged to arrange Global Conference on terrorism 
 Pressed for Consensus regarding the adoption of comprehensive convention on 

international terrorism. 
Final statement of SCO summit 
 
 Pakistan leads the effort to coordinate between the SCO and the UN office on Drugs 

& Crime. 
 SCO-Anti-terrorist structure enhancing. 
 3. Bishkek  declaration stressed on “Inclusive peace process” led by “Afghans 

themselves    (no other nation should intervene). 
 

Issues that are not taken into consideration 
 - Failed to find consensus in India’s opposition to China’s Belt and Road initiatives. 
 
 - With Pakistan counterpart PM had only usual pleasantries ( there were no engagement) 
 
Here, SCO remain a best platform for India to further its  multi-alignment  motive 

in Central Asian region. 
 



Article talks about India-US engagement in the coming G20 Summit 
 
INDO-US Expected issues to be discussed on G20 Summit in Osaka is depicted below. 
 

 
 

8. On Gloves off on Trade 
Context: 
India imposes retaliatory tariffs on US goods. 

 
Significance 

 India is US’s Major Defence partner and it has many other engagement with one of the major 
democracies in the world. Also, India remain neutral even when US engages in trade war 
with China and it revealed its stand on oil embargo on Iran. However, recently, India 
imposed retaliatory tariffs on 29 US goods. The trigger for the move was the US withdrawal 
of duty-free access to Indian exporters under the Generalised system of Preference(GSP) 
from June 5. 

What is Generalised System of Preferences? 
 It is a preferential tariff system which provides tariff reduction on various products. 

 
US’s stand 

 Delhi’s failure to assure the US of equitable and reasonable access to its markets.” 
 Perception of India being a tariff king that adopted “overly restrictive market access 

barriers” 
 GSP for India is not benefiting USA. 

India’s Stand 
 Oil embargo on Iran can affect Indian interest in Iran. 
 Defence relations with Russia may get affected as US asked India not to buy S-400. 
 GSP withdrawal from India has affected Indian economy. 



Conclusion 
 Trade is not, and must not be viewed as a zero-sum game. To that end, the government 

ought to review with flexibility some of its decisions such as the following 
1. The data localisation requirements   
2. The new e-commerce regulations 
3. Market access for Indian services exporters should remain free of new, restrictive visa 

curbs. 

9. On Preventing Violence 
 Context / background: 

 
 A doctor was attacked in a hospital in West Bengal by the relatives of a patient. 
 

 Significance: 
 
 Lack of proper Health  infrastructure may jeopardise the delivery of health care services 

across the country. The incident points towards the following issues  faced by the hospital 
sector. 

 Increased burden on doctors in government hospital makes the quality of service 
compromised. 

 Complete absence of the globally recognised protocol of triage is big reason. 
 Triage involves a rapid examination of a patient to determine whether he or she  needs 

instant care, early care or care that can wait. 
 Ineffective communication between  patients’ relatives and doctor. 

 Measures suggested to improve the services and lessen the grievances 
• Lessening the burden of government doctors by following the triage properly. 
• Improve health infrastructure  
• Security infrastructure should be made better. 
• Proper rapport between patients’ relatives and doctors should be built during the 

treatment process by maintaining effective communication. 

 

10. On qualifying for leader of opposition 
Context: 

 A question raised in the parliament as whether the Salary and Allowances of Leader of 
opposition in Parliament Act 1977 which gives the directive to speaker to choose Leader of 
opposition is binding on him or not. 

Significance: 
 Now, the speaker’s decision is determined by directives 121(c) guidelines. 
 Also, party from which Opposition leader to be declared as one that should fulfil the below 

condition.   
 A Party or a group as having atleast a strength equal to the quorum fixed  to constitute  a 

sitting of the house, that is one-tenth of the total number of members of the house. 
 The leader & chief whip of recognised parties and group in parliament( Facilities) Act 1998 

also refers to a recognised party in the Loksabha as party that has not less than 55 members. 
 A leader of opposition is a democracy’s necessity as the institution provides constructive 

criticism to the party in power and the process upholds democratic power of a country.  
 Leader  of opposition in Rajyasabha and Loksabha have the same official status, allowances, 

and perks. 

 
  



Big picture 
1. RSTV Big picture on One nation One Election 
Context: 
 First session of 17th Loksabha has done some business on Simultaneous Elections. 
 Significance: 
 In December 2015, a department-related parliamentary standing committee which 

submitted its report studied the issue in detail and made some recommendations on 
simultaneous elections. 

 
 What is Simultaneous election? 
 It is holding of parliamentary and assembly polls together. 
 

 
 

 
 
 Further, the constitutional amendments required. Articles 83, 85,172,174 and 356 should be 

amended. 
  

2. Furthering Indo-Bhutan relations 
 
Context: 



 S. Jayashanker’s first visit to Bhutan. 
 Significance: 
  Bhutan remains the sole neighbour who backed India’s nuclear test, and, the friendship 

treaty with the country makes India responsible for Bhutan’s welfare. Also, India’s 
neighbourhood first policy push is involved. 

 
 Scope of synergic relation is depicted in the figure given below: 

 
Is there any irritant in relation? 

 As of now, the Indo-Bhutan relation is synergetic, and, there is no irritant found except 

China factor and some of the citizens’ political bias towards China. However, Doklam issue 
was an opportunity for India to prove its commitment to the small-land locked nation. 

  
  

 Will project delay be an irritant? 
 As India is the buyer of power from projects financed by India, there have hardly any 

financial burden for Bhutan. So, there is no room for straining of the relations due to the 
given factor. 

3. On Population: Boon or Bane?  
Context: 
 In just eight years, India is projected to surpass China as the world’s most populous country. 

According to estimates in a new United Nations report released, India is also expected to 
add 273 million people by 2050 and will remain the most populated until the end of the 
century. 

 Significance: 
  With increase in population the concerns regarding lack of resources and sustainability of 

the people also grows. 
 Implications of increased population growth is depicted below: 
 



 
  
 
 Threat to sustainable development 
 Difficulty in achieving Sustainable Development Goals 1,2,3.  

 
 

 Jobs are not created at the rate which is to be created. We are producing 25 million people 
who seek jobs and only 7 million get jobs. So, demographic dividend could not be effectively 
utilized due to the dearth of job skills required by them. 

 Social infrastructure is yet to be made adequate, so, population growth will adversely affect 
quality of life. 

 Health impact on women. Overall, 13% of pregnancies are unwanted and it reflects on GDP 
as well. 

 Growth of older population is 70% when growth of total one is 56%. 
 There will be more geriatrics concerns than we may be able to handle. 

 Facts related to population growth  
 UN Report on Population  

 India to cross China’s population by 2027 
 India’s present estimated population is 1.37 billion. 
 China is estimated to have a population of 1.43 billion. 
 India is expected to add nearly 273 million people by 2050. 
 



 
Measure to prepare for increased population growth  
• Preparing for the demographic decline. 
 Increasing the age of marriage  
 investing in their reproductive health  
 access to contraceptives 
• On social infrastructure 
 How do we train the population i.e., Education , skilling, etc.  
  Necessary social infrastructure to be built. 
• Different states different rate of growth. 
 focus on 7 vulnerable ones 
• Best way forward 
 Educating of Girl child . 
 Focus more on women work force growth. 
• Best policy measures from government on all the said regard. 

 

4. Formalisation of Informal economy 
Context: 
 A vast majority of India's workforce is informally employed - those who work outside of 

formal establishments, in un-incorporated private enterprises are mostly without any 
social security benefit.  

 A new research now finds that Modi 1.0's reforms and policies have managed to push ahead 
with the greater formalisation of the country's workforce.  

 More than seven million jobs have been formalised between 2015 and 2018, a study 
commissioned by the Indian Staffing Federation stated.  

The policies that contributed to formalisation include  
 The introduction of the Goods and Services Tax, 
 Demonetisation,  
 EPF-Employee Provident Fund reforms. 
 ESIC-Employee state Insurance Scheme. 
 Skill India initiatives,  
 Fixed Term Contract Reform,  
 The Maternity Benefit reform.  



 These reforms could contribute to even more of India's workforce transitioning to the 
formal, going ahead.  

The study projects 
 That about 11 million more jobs will move to the formal sector between 2018 and 2021.  
 Of the seven million jobs that shifted to formal sector in 2015-18, EPF reforms contributed 

18.16 per cent, ESIC - 17.68 per cent, GST-15.32 per cent, Skill India initiatives 13.10 per 
cent, demonetization - 12.35 per cent, maternity reforms - 11.83 per cent, and Fixed Term 
Contract - 11.56 per cent.  

Facts and figures 
 EPF, ESIC reform contributed the most at 1.28 mn and 1.25 mn respectively. 
 Informal sector now accounts for 83.8% of the total workforce in 2018. 
 1st report 11.03 million more jobs will be formalised between 2018 and 2021, Some report 

says. 
 16% of estimated 500million workforce is in the formal sector. 
 7.06 million jobs formalised between 2015 and 2018. 
 1.08 million jobs formalised with introduction of GST- Goods and Services Tax. 
 Demonetisation contributed around 0.87 million into formalisation of Jobs. 
 
 

Employee State Insurance Scheme -ESIC is the Highlight 
 Approximately & million people will get formalised. 
 From when- 1st of July 2019 onwards. 
 

What formal employment is and what can be categorised as formal jobs? 
 Definition of formal employment in two ways which is depicted in the fig below: 
 

 
 Not all the firms that pay GST are formal, in the common-use sense of the term,-many, small 

below-the threshold firms have registered for GST, so, they can secure tax credits on their 
purchases. 

Basically Formal employment has following characteristics 
 There will be social contract. 
 There will be legally enforceable terms and conditions 
 Security of tenure 
 Security of remuneration. 
 Social protection under the law. 
 It comes under the tax net. 
 
 Another Scheme that helps in bringing informal workers under formal umbrella is FLEXI 

Contract or Flexible Contract. 
 It is an outcome-based contract designed to help you deliver value rapidly. It is designed as 

a ”Minimum Viable Contract”, meaning it has the least amount of information in it, but 
modules can be added to customize it to your current conditions. 

 
Advantages of being in formalized economy. 



 Worker will know what are his terms and conditions. 
 It is certain unlike informal jobs where uncertainty affects the employees. 
 Workers are always under social protection 

Aspects covered under the discussion: 
 

 Formalization of Agricultural Sector  
 Skilling and employability issues 
 National Employment Exchange 
 National services Portal, etc  
 Aadhaar as a great enabler for formalising economy. 
 It allows identification of labour force and can make policy decision based on it to bring 

more workers under formal umbrella. 
 Skills needs to go beyond age group. Skilling should be a continuous activity.  
 Entrepeneuship & startups, and  their contribution.   
 Promotion of formalisation of small holder non-farm firms can bring MSME  
 Sort workers under the Formal economy. Eg, MUDRA Scheme boost. 

 
Labour reforms. 

• Labour reform is one of the wider aspects of formalisation of economy. Labour laws should 
be flexible to accommodate more workers to formal economy. 

• In sum, it is right kind of initiative that would make the economy more productive as far as 
human capital is concerned as it is more on social security for employees. It can definitely 
boost Indian economy as it can contribute in creating jobs in the economy.  

• Thus, the more formal jobs, the more social, and economic boost of people that will reflect 
on India’s GDP. 
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