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News @ a glance 
POLITY 

 

1) Comprehensive National 
Nutrition Survey 

▪ GS Paper II - Social Issues; Malnutrition, 
hunger, poverty  

The comprehensive national nutrition 
survey 

▪ It is the first ever exercise to assess the 
malnutrition burden amongst children and 
adolescents in India.  

▪ It is conducted byPopulation Council in 
partnership with UNICEF and the Ministry 
of health and family welfare. 

▪ It will yield important findings on 
malnutrition, anaemia and micronutrient 
deficiencies among children and 
adolescents in India, including new data on 
5-9 year-olds and 10-14 year-olds. 

▪ The survey will collect National data on 
micronutrients deficiency such as vitamin 
A, iodine, zinc, folate, vitamin B12 and 
vitamin D. 

▪ These data will serve as an important 
national baseline to evaluate the progress 
of recently launched initiatives of Poshan 
Abhiyan. 

Why is this study needed? 
▪ 40 %children under age five are stunted 
▪  66 % (or three in five children) have 

anaemia.  
▪ India accounts for more than a third of 

stunted children in the developing world. 
▪ In the 2018 Global Hunger Index, India 

ranks 103rd out of 119 qualifying 
countries. With a score of 31.1 which 
indicates severity in hunger scale, India 
suffers from a serious level of hunger.  

Global Hunger Index -  
▪ The Global Hunger Index (GHI) is a tool 

designed to comprehensively measure and 
track hunger globally, regionally and 
country wise. 

▪ The report, prepared jointly by Irish aid 
agency Concern Worldwide and German 
organisation Welt Hunger half annually. 

▪ GHI measures  - undernourishment, child 
stunting, child wasting, and child mortality 

▪ Scores are allocated for a scale of 100 in 
the following manner: 

Findings of the study 
▪ Children in rural areas are more breastfed 

than those in urban areas· this is due to the 
factors like working mothers travelling 
longer distances for work in urban 
areas.          

▪ A higher proportion of children residing in 
urban areas are having a diverse dietary 
pattern than compared to children in Rural 
area.  

▪ Children and adolescents residing in urban 
areas have a higher prevalence of iron 
deficiency compared to their rural 
counterparts.. 

▪ Children in urban areas are also 
overweight and obese as indicated by 
subscapular skinfold thickness (SSFT) for 
their age.  

▪ Higher deficiency of Vitamin D in urban 
areas as compared to rural areas this may 
be due to the sedentary lifestyle and higher 
income in the urban areas. 

▪ 74% of children living in cities consume 
dairy products as compared to 58% in 
rural areas. 

Extremely alarming • ≥ 50.0 

alarming 35.0 - 49.9 

Serious 20.0 - 34.9 

Moderate 10.0 - 19.9 

Low ≤ 9.9 
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▪ Rural children lag in intake of zinc which 
causes diarrhoea, growth retardation, loss 
of appetite and impaired immune function 

▪ Rural areas also witness higher prevalence 
of stunting, underweight and severe acute 
malnutrition. 

 
2) Child rights  
▪ GS Paper II – Society, social issues; 

governance, protection of child rights 
▪ The Supreme Court said family courts 

should grant visitation rights in such a 
manner that a child is not deprived of the 
love and care of either parent in case of 
parental custody differences in children of 
divorced parents. 

▪ The court said the child’s interest is 
foremost and has the right to know the 
father and feel his love.  

▪ The family courts should make 
arrangements during vacations, keeping 
the interest of the child. 

Child rights 
▪ The Supreme Court observes the following 

as the It fundamental right of the child to: 
▪ Enjoy the love and care of both parents. 
▪ The right to love and be loved  
▪ Right to be protected  
Rationale – why is this needed? 
▪ One parent’s custody will hamper the 

personality development of the child and 
the right to enhanced quality of life will be 
denied. 

▪ The family laws lack a child centric 
approach.  

▪ The statutes provide exclusive custody 
and lack the concept of shared parenting.  

What is shared parenting? 
▪ Shared parenting is when children are 

brought up with the love and guidance of 
both parents following a separation. 

▪ Shared parenting goes wider than the time 
each parent spends with their children 
either in an equal amount of time spent 
with each parent. 

▪ It must involve the child spending a 
significant proportion of their time with 
each parent. But it does not imply a stated 
or fixed proportion of parenting time being 
allocated to each parent. 

Some criteria for this is: 
▪ That the children feel that they have two 

properly involved parents. 
▪ That the parents have broadly equal 

'moral authority' in the eyes of the children 
and that the children have free access to 
both their parents if there are issues 
affecting them.  

▪ That the children do not develop 
stereotyped ideas from their parents 
about the roles of the sexes, for example 
that a father’s role is chiefly financial and 
that mothers have a responsibility for 
everything else. 

3) Public safety act, 1978 
▪ GS Paper II – Polity and Governance; Public 

order; freedom of movement 
What is Public safety act? 
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▪ The Public Safety Act (PSA), 1978, of 
Jammu & Kashmir is an administrative 
detention law that allows detention of any 
individual for up to two years without a 
trial or charge.  

▪ The PSA permits administrative detention 
for up to two years “in the case of a person 
acting in any manner prejudicial to the 
security of the state. 

▪ Up to a year where “any person is acting in 
any manner prejudicial to the 
maintenance of public order”.  

▪ A detention order under the PSA is issued 
either by the Divisional Commissioner or 
District Magistrate. 

▪ Amendments to the PSA in 2012, states the 
detention of a person below the age of 18 
was strictly prohibited under this Act.  

▪ According to Section 22, “no suit, 
prosecution or any other legal proceeding 
shall lie against any person for anything 
done or intended to be done in good faith” 
under the PSA.  

▪ Under Section 23 of the Act, the 
government is empowered to “make such 
Rules consistent with the provisions of this 
Act, as may be necessary for carrying out 
the objects of this Act”. 

▪ An individual detained under the PSA shall 
be produced before the magistrate within 
24 hours. 

Why in news? 
▪ Following the abrogation of article 370 in 

Jammu Kashmir, political leaders have 
been detained under the PSA.  

▪ At least 33 leaders are still under detention 
at Centaur Hotel. Senior leaders, including 
Farooq Abdullah and Omar Abdullah of the 
NC and Mehbooba Mufti of the PDP, remain 
detained in different sub-jails, among the 
229 political detentions in the State. 

▪ Recently 4 leaders have been released 
from the detention. 

4) Women in police force 
▪ GS Paper II – Governance, security, human 

resource development 
▪ The Supreme Court has stated that a 

higher proportion of women is needed in 
the police force as the crime against 
women is increasing. 

▪ It is the need of the hour therefore every 
endeavor should be made to ensure that 

there is a higher representation of women 
in the police services. 

Why is it needed? 
▪ As of 1 January 2017, the strength of 

women police in India was 7.28% of the 
total police. 

▪ The NRCB data suggest that crimes against 
women have recorded a 83% increase 
from 2007 to 2016. 

Previous steps taken by the government: 
1. In 2009, the Union Home Ministry set 33% 

as the benchmark target for women’s 
representation in the police. Tamil Nadu 
has the highest women police personnel 
with around 13%. 

2. 100% accommodation for women 
constabulary level. 

3. 2013 - Each police station to have at least 
3 women sub-inspectors and 10 women 
constables  

4. State Action Plans for the year 2014-2015 
under the Modernization of State Police 
Force Scheme to include - A provision for 
toilet facilities with adequate water 
supply, proper lighting and ventilation for 
women personnel at every police station, 
outpost and barracks - Provision for 
portable toilets wherever needed - A clean, 
secure rest room with proper ventilation 
and storage facilities for women police in 
each police station. 

5. In 2015, the Union proposed creating 
Investigative Units for Crimes against 
Women (IUCAW) at police stations in 
crime-prone districts across states. These 
units are to have 15 specialized 
investigators dealing specifically with 
crimes against women. At least one-third 
of the investigative staff is required to be 
women. 

5) RTI violations  
▪ GS paper II - Polity and governance; RTI 

act. 
The Right to information act, 2005 
▪ The law enables citizens to exercise their 

fundamental right to information under 
article 21 of the constitution which is held 
by public authorities all over the country.  

▪ It aims to bring about transparency in the 
functioning of public authorities, contain 
corruption and to hold Governments and 
their instrumentalities accountable to 
people. 
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▪ The RTI Act places a duty on officers to 
provide information to people both 
proactively and upon request.  

▪ It provides for a two-tier appeals 
mechanism (the central and state 
information commissions) to deal with 
complaints of unreasonable denial of 
information by public authorities 

How is the right to information enforced 
under the Act? 

▪ a three tier structure: 
▪ Public Authorities designate some of their 

officers as Public Information Officers. 
▪  The first request for information goes to 

Central/State Assistant Public Information 
Officer and Central/State Public 
Information Officer, designated by the 
Public Authorities. These Officers are 
required to provide information to an RTI 
applicant within 30 days of the request.   

▪ Appeals from their decisions go to an 
Appellate Authority.  

▪  Appeals against the order of the Appellate 
Authority go to the State Information 
Commission or the Central Information 
Commission.  

Why in news? 
▪ A study on the Performance of Information 

Commissions in India’ (prepared by the 
Satark Nagrik Sangathan and the Centre 
for Equity Studies) states that the 
commissions failed to impose penalties in 
about 97% of the cases where violations 
took place in 2018-19. 

▪ It analysed information from 22 
commissions, which disposed of almost 
1.17 lakh cases. 

▪ Penalties were imposed on Only 3 % of the 
cases where violations took place, and less 
than 2% of the total number of cases 
were disposed. 

▪  The State Commissions of Tamil Nadu, 
Sikkim, Mizoram and Tripura did not 
impose penalties in any cases at all.  

▪ Pendency of cases - 2.18 lakh cases 
pending with the commissions in March 
2019. 

Criticism  
▪ 4 out of 11 information commissioner post 

is vacant which is a reason for pendency of 
cases. 

▪ Violations of RTI penalties amount to 
denial for the citizens’ fundamental right 
to information. 

▪ It promotes a culture of impunity which in 
turn promotes lack of accountability in the 
public officials which is a danger to good 
governance. 

▪ It will hamper transparency which is very 
significant in the information age. 

RTI Amendment bill, 2019  
▪  The term of office of, and the salaries, 

allowances and other terms and 
conditions of service of, the Chief 
Information Commissioner and 
Information Commissioners and the State 
Chief Information Commissioner and the 
State Information Commissioners, shall be 
such as may be prescribed by the Central 
Government. 

▪ Previously it was equivalent to the terms 
and conditions of the Election 
commissioners. 
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ENVIRONMENT 
 

1) C40 Cities World Mayors 
Summit 

About the summit: 
▪ C40 is a network of the world’s 

megacities committed to address 
climate change. 

▪ C40 Cities connects more than 90 of the 
world’s leading cities to take bold climate 
action and build a healthier and more 
sustainable future.  

▪ It represents 700+ million citizens and one 
quarter of the global economy  

▪ Mayors of C40 cities are committed to 
deliver on the most ambitious goals of the 
Paris Agreement at the local level, as well 
as to clean the air we breathe. 

▪ The C40 World Mayors Summit is C40’s 
milestone event, serving as a unique forum 
for member cities to present the 
innovative actions they have taken to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
improve climate resilience; influence 
decision makers - from fellow mayors to 
CEOs and national leaders - to take the 
bold and urgent action needed to keep 
global temperature rise to below 1.5 °C; 
and inspire participants and citizens to 
take climate action in their own lives.  

Background: 
▪ C40 has convened six Mayors Summits, 

hosted by London (2005), New York 
(2007), Seoul (2009), Sao Paulo (2011), 
Johannesburg (2014) and Mexico City 
(2016).  

▪ Each C40 Mayors Summit has provided 
unique opportunities for the mayors of the 
world’s great cities to showcase their 
climate leadership on the global stage.   

▪ Previous C40 Summits have made 
headlines around the world by 

▪ publishing groundbreaking research, 
▪ showcasing cutting edge innovation from 

cities and  
▪ launching new partnerships to promote 

creative urban solutions to climate change. 
Why in news? 
▪ C40 cities World Mayor Summit is being 

held in Copenhagen this year. 

2) Air Quality Early Warning 
System 

About Air Quality Early Warning System: 
▪ Air Quality Early Warning System is 

designed to predict extreme air 
pollution events and give alerts to take 
necessary steps as per Graded Response 
Action Plan (GRAP) of the Government of 
India.  

▪ The air pollution system has been 
developed jointly by the scientists at 
Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology 
(IITM), Pune, India Meteorological 
Department and National Centre for 
Medium Range Weather Forecasting 
(NCMRWF). 

The warning system consists of  
1. Real time observations of air quality over 

Delhi region and details about 
natural aerosols like dust (from dust 
storms) and particulate matter using 
different satellite data sets. 

2. Predictions of air pollutants from two 
different air quality prediction systems  

3. Warning Messages and Alerts and 
Bulletins.  

4. The early warning system will help in 
proactively forewarning, 3-4 days in 
advance, any large scale air pollution 
events which may occur over the Delhi 
region. 

Why in news? 
▪ The Union Ministry of Earth Sciences 

(MoES) has launched an Advanced Air 
Quality Early Warning System, which 
can predict places neighbouring Delhi that 
are likely to burn crop residue on a given 
day. 

About Advanced Air Quality Early 
Warning System: 

▪  Advanced Air Quality Early Warning 
System is a system which uses data of 
stubble burning incidents from the past 
15 years to predict the date and place of 
the next burning, and help authorities to 
act in advance. 

▪ Developed by: Indian Institute of Tropical 
Meteorology, Pune, under Ministry of 
Earth Sciences. 
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▪ Using the data, the Centre for Development 
of Advanced Computing (C-DAC), under 
the aegis of the Central Pollution Control 
Board, creates probability maps to alert 
government agencies about areas where 
the chances of stubble burning is going to 
be high.  

▪ The system can also track pollution load 
from stubble burning in places 
neighboring the national capital, using 
satellite data. 

▪  It can predict the air pollution level for 
next 72 hours. 

▪  It can also forecast the level of pollutants 
like particulate matter (PM) 2.5, PM10, 
and dust, coming from sources other than 
stubble burning. 

▪ This will help authorities to take 
preventive steps to control pollution levels 
as well as mitigate pollution from existing 
sources. 

▪ To forecast pollution before it reaches 
Delhi, the scientists take satellite data of 
farm fires twice a day (at 10:30 am and 
1:30 pm). The data is then fed into the 
model and the emissions in Delhi are then 
transmitted based on wind direction. 

What is the need for this Advanced 
warning system? 

▪ Despite being a ban on burning 
agricultural residue farmers burn the 
residue after harvesting paddy to clear the 
fields and make way for the sowing of 
wheat which leads to deterioration of  air 
quality  in Delhi and its neighbouring 
states.  

▪ Smoke from Punjab and Haryana travels 
to Delhi leading to a spike in pollution 
levels. 

3) Green wall of India 
What is it? 
▪  Green Wall of India is a 1,400km-long 

and 5km-wide green corridor all the 
way from Panipat in Haryana to 
Porbandar in Gujarat which is  modelled 
on the so-called Great Green Wall of 
Africa that was envisioned to run from 
Djibouti in the continent’s east to Senegal 
in its west.  

Why in news? 
▪ The center is mulling an ambitious plan of 

creating Green Wall of India. 
Geographical Logic behind this proposal: 

▪ The Delhi metropolitan region’s expansion 
has resulted in widespread deforestation 
around the capital. 

▪  The Aravalli range, which separates 
western India’s Thar desert from the 
relatively green plains to its east, has lost 
so much green cover that it is losing its 
ability to act as a natural barrier against 
the heat and dust that blows in from the 
west.  

 
▪ Unauthorized mining for minerals and 

building materials around that region. 
▪ Thar Desert’s expansion could even 

threaten the “granary of India"—the fertile 
belts of Punjab, Haryana, western Uttar 
Pradesh and the Malwa region. 

▪ The Aravalli has been identified as one of 
the key degraded zones to be taken for 
greening under India’s target to restore 26 
million hectares. 

▪ The desertification and land degradation 
atlas of India brought out by ISRO in 2016 
revealed that Gujarat, Rajasthan and Delhi 
were among states/UT where more than 
50% of the total area was degraded land 
and those under threat of desertification. 

Significance of this proposal:  
▪ The proposed project could insure the 

country against a potential crisis of food 
insufficiency in the decades ahead. 
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▪ The very idea behind it could inspire tree 
plantation drives elsewhere around the 
country.  

▪ This may turn out to be a legacy 
programme in India’s efforts to deal with 
land degradation and eastward march of 
Thar Desert. 

▪ The idea of forming a green belt from 
Porbandar to Panipat not only helps in 
restoring degraded land through 
afforestation along the aravalli range but 
also acts as a barrier for dusts coming from 
deserts of western india and pakistan. 

Need for this proposal: 
▪ Around 96.4 million hectares, or nearly 

30% of India’s total land, is estimated to 
have been degraded already.The greening 
of the Aravalli corridor could help us reach 
that goal of  aiming to restore 26 million 
hectares to health by 2030. 

4) Third Pole of Earth 
▪ The Hindu-Kush-Himalayan (HKH) 

region is considered the Third Pole [after 
the North and South Poles]and has 
significant implications for climate. 

 About HinduKush Himalayan Region: 
▪ The HKH region spans Afghanistan, 

Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, India, 
Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, 
Pakistan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan. 

▪ It traverses about 5 million square 
kilometres and hosts a large and culturally 
diverse population. 

▪  The Third Pole, which contains vast 
cryospheric zones, is also the world’s 
largest store of snow and ice outside the 
polar region. 

▪ The HKH region sustains the livelihoods of 
240 million people living in the mountains 
and hills.  

▪ It also houses the origin of 10 river 
basins that include the Ganga, 
Brahmaputra and the Mekong.  

▪ Some 1.5 billion people depend on these 
basins for sustenance. 

HKH region and climate change: 
▪ A report by the Intergovernmental Panel 

on Climate Change last month 
highlighted the threat to the HKH region 
from global warming.  

▪ The International Centre for Integrated 
Mountain Development (ICIMOD) – a 
regional intergovernmental body – 

released an assessment report which says 
that “In the future, even if global warming 
is kept to 1.5 degrees C, warming in the 
HKH region is likely be at least 0.3 degrees 
C higher, and in the northwest Himalaya 
and Karakoram at least 0.7 degrees C 
higher. 

▪ Floods would become more frequent and 
severe in the mountainous and 
downstream areas of the Indus, Ganges 
and Brahmaputra river basins, because of 
an increase in extreme precipitation 
events.  

▪ Warming in HKH region has ramifications 
for the global climate.  

▪ This region being a heat source in 
summer and a heat sink in winter, along 
with the Tibetan Plateau, this influences 
the Indian summer monsoon.  

▪ So, any changes in this region would have 
a bearing on the monsoon itself that 
already shows signs of changes in spread 
and distribution. 

▪ large warming could trigger a multitude of 
biophysical and socio-economic impacts, 
such as biodiversity loss, increased glacial 
melting, and less predictable water 
availability—all of which will impact 
livelihoods and well-being in the HKH 

▪ Faster snow and glacier melting due to 
warming is already manifesting in 
formation of glacial lakes. 

▪ Glacial lake outburst floods (GLOF) are 
becoming frequent and causing huge 
casualties and loss to local infrastructures. 

▪ The per capita fossil fuel carbon dioxide 
emission from the HKH countries is one-
sixth of the global average though it is 
disproportionately impacted. 

Why in news? 
▪ Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) 

will collaborate with meteorological 
agencies in China and Pakistan to provide 
climate forecast services to countries in 
the HKH Region. 

▪  
▪ News in detail: 
▪ IMD organised a workshop to discuss ways 

to establish a regional climate centre that 
will provide forecasting services and 
climate analyses. 

▪ It will be under World Meteorological 
Organisation. 
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▪ Alongside forecasting weather over long 
periods, the regional centres would 
provide data services, training and 

capacity-building, research and 
development. 
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ECONOMY 
  

1) Deposit Insurance and Credit 
Guarantee Corporation 
(DICGC) 

About DICGC 
▪ DICGC is a wholly owned subsidiary of RBI. 
▪ The functions of the DICGC are governed 

by the provisions of 'The Deposit 
Insurance and Credit Guarantee 
Corporation Act, 1961' (DICGC Act) and 
'The Deposit Insurance and Credit 
Guarantee Corporation General 
Regulations, 1961' framed by the Reserve 
Bank of India. 

▪ It was established for the purpose of 
providing insurance of deposits and 
guaranteeing of credit facilities. 

▪ DICGC insures all bank deposits, such as 
saving, fixed, current, recurring deposits 
except the following types of deposits 

1. Deposits of foreign Governments; 
2. Deposits of Central/State Governments; 
3. Inter-bank deposits 
4. Deposits of the State Land Development 

Banks with the State co-operative banks; 
5. Any amount due on account of and deposit 

received outside India 
6. Any amount which has been specifically 

exempted by the corporation with the 
previous approval of the RBI. 

▪ Banks covered by Deposit Insurance 
Scheme. 

▪ All commercial banks, Local Area Banks, 
and Regional Rural Banks. 

▪ Co-operative Banks 
▪ The DICGC insures principal and interest 

upto a maximum amount of Rs. 100,000 
(since 1993) of each deposit in a bank. The 
DICGC Act empowers the Corporation to 
raise this limit with the prior approval of 
the Central Government. 

▪ The premium paid by the insured banks to 
the Corporation is required to be absorbed 
by the banks themselves so that the benefit 
of deposit insurance protection is made 
available to the depositors free of cost. 

Why in News? 
▪ A report by the State Bank of India (SBI) 

has called for a re-look at the deposit 
insurance scheme. 

2) Global Competitiveness Index 
(GCI) 2019 – World Economic 
Forum (WEF) 

About GCI 
▪ The Global Competitiveness Index (GCI), 

which was launched in 1979, maps the 
competitiveness landscape of 141 
economies through 103 indicators 
organised into 12 pillars. 

▪ It is compiled by Geneva-based World 
Economic Forum (WEF). 

About World Economic Forum 
▪ The World Economic Forum is the 

International Organization for Public-
Private Cooperation. 

▪ The Forum engages the foremost political, 
business, cultural and other leaders of 
society to shape global, regional and 
industry agendas. 

▪ It was established in 1971 as a not-for-
profit foundation and is headquartered in 
Geneva, Switzerland. 

▪ It is independent, impartial and not tied 
to any special interests. 

Global Competitiveness Index (GCI) 2019 
– highlights 

▪ India has moved down 10 places to rank 
68th (from 58th in 2018), largely due to 
improvements witnessed by several other 
economies. 

▪ India is among the worst-performing 
BRICS nations along with Brazil (ranked 
at 71st). China is ranked 28th (the 
highest ranked among the BRICS). 

▪ India is followed by some of its neighbors 
including Sri Lanka at 84th place, 
Bangladesh at 105th, Nepal at 108th and 
Pakistan at 110th place. 

▪ Singapore has replaced the U.S. as the 
world’s most competitive economy. 

Breakup of the report – high performing 
areas 

▪ India ranks high in terms of 
macroeconomic stability, while its 
financial sector is relatively deep and 
stable. 

▪ India is ranked high at 15th place in terms 
of corporate governance, while it is 
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ranked second globally for shareholder 
governance. 

▪ In terms of the market size, India is 
ranked third, while it has got the same 
rank for renewable energy regulation. 

▪ In innovation, India is well ahead of most 
emerging economies and on par with 
several advanced economies. 

Breakup of the report – low performing 
areas 

▪ The healthy life expectancy, where India 
has been ranked 109th out of total the 141 
countries, is one of the shortest outside 
Africa and significantly below the South 
Asian average. 

▪ India needs to grow its skills base. 
▪ The product market efficiency is 

undermined by a lack of trade openness. 
▪ The labour market is characterised by a 

lack of worker rights’ protections, 
insufficiently developed active labour 
market policies and critically low 
participation of women. 

▪ With a ratio of female workers to male 
workers of 0.26, India has been ranked 
very low at 128th place. 

▪ India is also ranked low at 118th in terms 
of meritocracy and incentivisation and 
at 107th place for skills. 

3) India rejects RCEP e-
commerce chapter 

About RCEP 
▪ RCEP is an ASEAN-centred proposal for a 

regional free trade area, which would 
initially include the ten ASEAN member 
states and those countries which have 
existing FTAs with ASEAN – Australia, 
China, India, Japan, Republic of Korea and 
New Zealand. 

▪ It is being under negotiation since the 7th 
East Asia Summit in Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia, 2012. 

▪ The negotiations have missed several 
deadlines repeatedly, even though they 
have gained momentum since 2016. 

▪ In the 7th RCEP ministerial meeting that 
took place in Bangkok on September, 
2019, all members were committed to 
conclude the trade agreement in full by 
November 2019. 

India’s requirements 
▪ India wants transitional safeguards 

measures such as auto-trigger and 

snapback to protect domestic industry 
against surge in imports once tariffs are 
brought down under the proposed RCEP 
pact. 

▪ These measures are being sought in 
addition to all the existing tools available 
to the government such as anti-dumping, 
countervailing and traditional safeguard 
duties, according to industry sources. 

▪ The auto trigger mechanism will ensure 
that import levies are raised if there is a 
flood of imports while the snapback 
provision would allow India to revert to 
the original higher tariffs. 

▪ As per the proposal, the auto-trigger 
mechanism can be invoked within 15 days 
of imports exceeding the limit by 
informing the relevant country. It can 
remain in force for 200 days in one 
instance. 

▪ Similarly, the snapback mechanism may be 
invoked up to eight years after the tariff 
reductions under the RCEP framework are 
complete. 

Why in News? 
▪ India declined to agree to the e-

commerce chapter of the RCEP 
agreement. The e-commerce chapter has 
some clauses that affect data localisation 
and India has been trying to water these 
down. 

4) Interconnect Usage Charge 
(IUC) 

About IUC 
▪ IUC is the cost paid by one mobile telecom 

operator to another when its customers 
make outgoing mobile calls to the other 
operator’s users. 

▪ It is also called as mobile terminating 
charge as it is a charge paid to a telco on 
whose network a call terminates. 

▪ These calls between two different 
networks are known as mobile off-net 
calls. 

▪ IUC charges are fixed by the Telecom 
Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) and 
currently stand at 6 paise per minute. 

▪ But there is no IUC charge on mobile voice 
calls terminating on wirelines. 

TRAI 
▪ The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India 

(TRAI) was established by the Telecom 
Regulatory Authority of India Act, 1997, 
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to regulate telecom services, including 
fixation/revision of tariffs for telecom 
services which were earlier vested in the 
Central Government. 

▪ TRAI's mission is to create and nurture 
conditions for growth of 
telecommunications in the country in a 
manner and at a pace which will enable 
India to play a leading role in emerging 
global information society. 

▪ One of the main objectives of TRAI is to 
provide a fair and transparent policy 
environment which promotes a level 
playing field and facilitates fair 
competition. 

▪ In pursuance of above objective TRAI has 
issued from time to time a large number of 

regulations, orders and directives to deal 
with issues coming before it and provided 
the required direction to the evolution of 
Indian telecom market from a Government 
owned monopoly to a multi operator multi 
service open competitive market. 

▪ The directions, orders and regulations 
issued cover a wide range of subjects 
including tariff, interconnection and 
quality of service as well as governance of 
the Authority. 

Why in News? 
▪ TRAI has floated a consultation paper to 

extend the deadline to make IUC 
charges zero with effect from January 1, 
2020 citing traffic asymmetry. 
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International Relations 
 

1) Goa Maritime Conclave– 2019 
News in detail 
▪ The Goa Maritime Conclave (GMC)-2019 

was at naval war college, Goa from 4th to 
5th October 2019. 

▪ The conclave was attended by Chiefs of 
Navies and senior representatives from 
10 Indian Ocean littoral countries which 
included Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore 
and Thailand from South East Asia, 
Bangladesh, Myanmar and Sri-Lanka from 
India’s immediate neighbourhood and the 
islands of Seychelles, Maldives and 
Mauritius. 

▪ The theme for the conclave is “Common 
Maritime Priorities in IOR (Indian Ocean 
Region) and need for Regional Maritime 
Strategy”. 

▪ On the side-lines of the conclave, various 
bilateral meetings were also held between 
the Chiefs of Navies, to further build on the 
existing bonds of friendship and also 
discuss issues specific to both countries. 

▪ The conclave furthered diplomatic 
initiatives taken by India in the maritime 
domain, best exemplified by the Security 
and Growth for All in the Region 
(SAGAR) initiative. 

About SAGAR 
▪ PM Modi christened India’s vision for the 

Indian Ocean Region as SAGAR in 
Mauritius, 2015. 

▪ It is a maritime initiative which gives 
priority to Indian Ocean Region for 
ensuring peace, stability and prosperity of 
India in Indian Ocean region. 

▪ As per SAGAR, India seeks to deepen 
economic and security cooperation with 
its maritime neighbours and assist in 
building their maritime security 
capabilities.  

▪ For this, India would cooperate on the 
exchange of information, coastal 
surveillance, building of infrastructure and 
strengthening their capabilities. 

2) Information Fusion Centre — 
Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) 

About IFC-IOR 

▪ The IFC-IOR was inaugurated in December 
2018 within the premises of the Navy’s 
Information Management and Analysis 
Centre (IMAC) in Gurugram. 

▪ The IMAC is the single point centre linking 
all the coastal radar chains to generate a 
seamless real-time picture of  nearly 
7,500-km coastline and of some 
neighbouring countries. 

▪ The IFC tracks and monitors 75000 – 1.5 
lakh shipping vessels in real time round-
the-clock. 

▪  The centre is actively interacting with the 
maritime community and has already built 
linkages with 18 countries and 15 
multinational/maritime security 
centres. 

▪ The major centres with which regular 
exchange of maritime security information 
is being undertaken include Virtual 
Regional Maritime Traffic Centre 
(VRMTC), Maritime Security Centre - Horn 
of Africa(MSCHOA), Regional Cooperation 
Agreement on Combating Piracy and 
Armed Robbery (ReCAAP), Information 
Fusion Centre-Singapore (IFC-SG), and 
International Maritime Bureau - Piracy 
Reporting Centre (IMB PRC). 

Why in News? 
▪ At the Goa Maritime Conclave (GMC)-

2019, National Security Adviser Ajit Doval 
had offered countries in the IOR use of the 
facility to track the movement of vessels on 
the high seas. 

3) UN Comprehensive 
Convention on International 
Terrorism (UNCCIT) 

About UNCCIT 
▪ India proposed a draft document on the 

Comprehensive Convention on 
International Terrorism (CCIT) at the UN 
in 1996. 

▪ The CCIT provides a legal framework 
which makes it binding on all signatories 
to deny funds and safe havens to terrorist 
groups. 

▪ The major objectives are: 
1. To have a universal definition of 

terrorism that all 193-members of the 
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UNGA will adopt into their own criminal 
law 

2. To ban all terror groups and shut down 
terror camps 

3. To prosecute all terrorists under special 
laws 

4. To make cross-border terrorism an 
extraditable offence worldwide. 

▪ Despite India’s efforts to push a global 
intergovernmental convention to tackle 
terrorism, the conclusion and ratification 
of the CCIT remains deadlocked, mainly 
due to opposition from three main blocs – 
the US, the Organization of Islamic 
Countries (OIC), and the Latin American 
countries. 

▪ All three have objections over the 
“definition of terrorism" (the most divisive 
of the issues) and seek exclusions to 
safeguard their strategic interests. 

▪ For example, the OIC wants exclusion of 
national liberation movements, especially 
in the context of Israel-Palestinian conflict. 

▪ The US wanted the draft to exclude acts 
committed by military forces of states 
during peacetime. 

Why in news? 
▪ While addressing parliament of Comoros 

at Moroni, the capital of the island nation, 
Vice President of India appealed to world 
community to ensure early conclusion of 
UN Comprehensive Convention on 
International Terrorism. 

4) Chennai Connect – Indo-China 
Second Informal Summit 

India and China relations – general 
background 

▪ India and China share civilizational links 
and a prosperous ancient past  

▪ Both the countries are growing Asian 
powers which play a significant role in the 
Indo - Pacific region and global economic 
order. 

▪ Post – independence and world wars, the 
newly formed nations saw a period of 
truce and struggle accounted by Indo-
China war 1962, Pakistan occupied 
Kashmir ceding agreement 1963, Aksai 
Chin dispute etc. 

▪ The period between 2014-17 was 
uncertain due to recent issues like: 

1. China’s role in blocking India’s entry into 
NSG 

2. China blocking the listing of Pakistani 
terrorist Mazod Ashar (now China has 
withdrawn from its vote against his 
listing) 

3. China’s CPEC (China Pakistan Economic 
corridor) traversing through disputed Pok. 

4. High trade deficit between the 2 large 
economies 

5. India’s growing closeness with the US 
6. Indo – PACIFIC regional supremacy issues 
7. Doklam standoff etc. 
▪ This phase was finally ended in the Wuhan 

summit in 2018 where both the leaders 
visualized having a strategic policy and 
guidelines to navigate through these 
differences and build a global Asian order. 

Aftermath of the Wuhan Summit 
▪ The following understanding has evolved 

for a fresh course of relations: 
▪ 1. Simultaneous emergence of both India 

and China is necessary 
▪ 2. Two major powers having independent 

foreign policy is possible. 
▪ 3. A better relationship between India and 

China is a positive factor for global 
stability. 

▪ 4. Both sides recognise the respective 
sensitivities and aspirations. 

▪ 5. Greater consultation is required for the 
development of common interest. 

▪ 6. Lessening regional tensions is needed 
for national interest  

▪ 7. There is a void in the foreign policy 
framework defining both the countries 
relations. 

Why in News? 
▪ Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

hosted Chinese President Xi Jinping at the 
historical centre of Mamallapuram, near 
Chennai for an informal summit, being 
called as “Chennai Connect”. 

▪ This is the second informal summit 
followed by the Wuhan summit 2018 
(popularly called as Wuhan spirit). 

▪ This brings the importance of the relations 
between the two nations and their role in 
the global arena to the frontline. 

Mamallapuram’s Chinese links 
▪ The mighty Pallavas, whose flourishing 

sea port was Mamallapuram for a long 
time, had a relationship with China and 
had even sent envoys there during their 
rule. 
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▪ Celadon ware (pottery) of the first, second 
Century (Common Era, about 2000 years 
ago) and Chinese coins were recovered on 
the eastern coast of Tamil Nadu. 

▪ The ancient Tamil work “Pattinapalai,” a 
post Sangam period work, cites the 
anchorage of a Chinese ship on the eastern 
coast of ancient Tamil Nadu. 

▪ Chinese monk Hiuen Tsang visited 
Kancheepuram, which was a flourishing 
Buddhist centre, as well as a hub of 
learning in the seventh Century AD and he 
also reached the ancient port town of 
Mamallapuram. 

▪ The Chinese text Ch’ien Han Shu of the 
first century refers to Kancheepuram as 
“Huang-Che” and Chinese kings had sent 
presents to the then ruler of 
Kancheepuram. 

Key takeaways of the second informal 
summit: 

▪ The two leaders vowed to work together in 
facing the challenges of radicalisation and 
terrorism in India and China. 

▪ India and China agreed to set up a high-
level economic and trade dialogue 
mechanism to look into trade, investment 
and services. 

▪ Efforts will continue to arrive at a 
mutually-agreed framework on issues 
including boundary question for a “fair, 
reasonable and mutually acceptable 
settlement.” 

▪ The year 2020 will be designated as Year 
of India-China Cultural and People to 
People Exchanges. 

▪ To mark the completion of 70th anniversary 
of diplomatic relations, as many as 70 
activities including a conference on a ship 
voyage that will trace the historical 
connect between the two civilisations, will 
be planned. 

▪ Sister-state relationship will be 
established between Tamil Nadu and 
Fujian Province. 

▪ Possibility for establishing an academy to 
study links between Mamallapuram 
and Fujian province (on the lines of the 
experience between Ajanta and 
Dunhuang) will also be explored, besides 
conducting research on maritime links. 

▪ The agreement reached by the two 
countries in 2015 to have a Chinese 

consulate opened in Chennai is being 
worked out. 

▪ President Xi proposed to have a 100-year 
plan to solidify relations between India 
and China and "work together to realise 
the great rejuvenation of the two great 
civilisations". 

India-China Sister-city/Sister-state 
collaborations so far 

▪ In 2013, three metros of India found Sister 
Cities in China -- the pairs were Delhi-
Beijing, Bengaluru-Chengdu and 
Kolkata-Kunming. 

▪ Sister City relationship between 
Ahmedabad and Guangzhou was 
established in 2014. Gujarat and 
Guangdong had become Sister 
Provinces. 

▪ In 2015, Chennai-Chongqing, Hyderabad-
Qingdao and Aurangabad-Dunhuang were 
made as sister-cities. 

Concerns in the relation 
▪ India is having trade deficit of about $50 

billion with China in the bilateral trade of 
about $87 billion. 

▪ China has been reacting strongly to the 
Indian government’s decision on Article 
370 and bifurcation of Jammu & Kashmir. 
China has also raised the issue in UNSC. 

▪ China has been repeatedly thwarting 
India’s efforts to become a member of the 
Nuclear Supplier’s Group (NSG). 

▪ The Belt and Road Initiative, Chinese 
investments in South Asia and Chinese 
efforts to expand their influence over 
Indian Ocean Region are other irritants. 

Current stress points in the India – China 
relations 

▪ Pakistan factor – CPEC related issues and 
China’s role as a neighbour in the Kashmir 
issue has made the relations strained. For 
eg – China  invited Pakistani leader for a 
visit to China and very close to the 
Mamallapuram visit. 

▪ QUAD meeting between India, US, 
Australia and Japan is seen as contrary to 
China’s expansion 

▪ Indian Army’s mountain combat exercise 
in Arunachal Pradesh and border disputes. 

Way forward  
▪ India and China recognises the need to 

collaborate with each other with a newer 
understanding and dynamism for mutual 
growth and global stability. 
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▪ There is more scope for economic 
cooperation as Chinese FDI into India is 
lesser (around $ 8 billion). 

▪ India needs better market access to China 
in terms of food products, pharmaceuticals 
etc. 

▪ Building inclusive security architecture in 
Asia. 

▪ Ensuring non-violent transition into 
multipolarity without disrupting 
economic interdependence 

▪ A fair and rule based open international 
order to better reflect developing 
countries’ interests. 

▪ Ensuring geopolitical peace and 
sustainable economic development in the 
neighborhood. 
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SCIENCE and TECHNOLOGY 
 

1) India is home to Asia’s oldest 
bamboo 

Why in News? 
▪ A new fossil record has shown that India is 

the birthplace of Asian bamboo, and they 
were formed about 25 million years ago 
in the north-eastern part of the country. 

News in Detail 
▪ An international team of researchers 

found two fossil compressions or 
impressions of bamboo culms (stems) 
which were noted to be new species. 

▪ They were named Bambusiculmus 
tirapensis and B. makumensis - as they 
were found in the Tirap mine of Makum 
Coalfield in Assam. 

▪ These belonged to the late Oligocene 
period of about 25 million years ago. 

Asian bamboo’s birthplace 
▪ Yunnan Province in China now has the 

highest diversity of bamboo, but the oldest 
fossil in that region is less than 20 million 
years old, clearly indicating that Asian 
bamboo was born in India and then 
migrated there. 

▪ This finding further strengthens the theory 
that bamboo came to Asia from India and 
not from Europe. 

▪ However the European bamboo fossil is 
about 50 million years old. 

2) CRISPR-Cas9 - IGIB finds a 
protein with better precision 
in gene-editing 

CRISPR-Cas9 - Gene editing technique 
▪ CRISPR-Cas9 is a unique technology that 

enables geneticists and medical 
researchers to edit parts of the genome 
by removing, adding or altering 
sections of the DNA sequence.  

▪ It is currently the simplest, most versatile 
and precise method of genetic 
manipulation. 

▪ The CRISPR-Cas9 system consists of two 
key molecules that introduce a change 
(mutation) into the DNA. These are: 

1. An enzyme called Cas9. This acts as a pair 
of ‘molecular scissors’ that can cut the 
two strands of DNA at a specific location in 

the genome so that bits of DNA can then be 
added or removed.  

2. A piece of RNA called  guide RNA (gRNA). 
It binds to DNA and ‘guides’ Cas9 to the 
right part of the genome. This makes sure 
that the Cas9 enzyme cuts at the right 
point in the genome. 

Issues with the current tool 
▪ In addition to binding to the intended 

target on the DNA, the commonly used 
Cas9 protein from Strepotococcus 
pyogenes bacteria (SpCas9) and its 
engineered derivative tend to potentially 
bind to DNA at multiple unintended 
sites thereby leading to unnecessary 
alterations in the DNA. 

▪ The Cas9 protein is supposed to bind to the 
DNA only when there is a perfect match 
between the DNA and the protein, thus 
reducing the chances of the protein 
binding at non-target sites on the DNA. 

▪ But even when three mismatches exist 
between the protein and the DNA, the 
currently used SpCas9 protein binds and 
cleaves the DNA. 

Why in News? 
▪ Researchers at the Delhi-based Institute 

of Genomics and Integrative Biology 
(CSIR-IGIB) have discovered a protein 
variant from a different species of bacteria 
that can edit the DNA with very high 
precision.  

New molecular scissor 
▪ The researchers from IGIB found a new 

Cas9 protein, FnCas9 which is derived 
from a bacterium — Francisella novicida. 

▪ The new FnCas9 protein showed 
negligible binding even when there exists 
a single mismatch in the target DNA. 

▪ When there is more than one mismatch, 
there is complete absence of binding of the 
protein to the DNA. 

What makes FnCas9 different? 
▪ In nature, DNA often gets damaged and is 

routinely repaired through one of the two 
pathways. 

1. HDR- Homology Directed Repair 
2. 2)NHEJ-Non Homologous End Joining 
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▪ In the case of the homology-directed 
repair (HDR) pathway, which is 
relatively less error-prone, matching 
sequences are used to repair the DNA. 

▪ The FnCas9 protein was found to increase 
the HDR repair rate fourfold compared to 
the widely used SpCas9. 

3) Multidisciplinary drifting 
Observatory for the Study of 
Arctic Climate (MOSAiC) 

About MOSAiC 
▪ Spearheaded by the Alfred Wegener 

Institute in Germany, MOSAiC, the 
largest ever Arctic expedition in 
history, will be the first to conduct a study 
of a large scale at the North Pole for an 
entire year.  

▪ This will help researchers better 
understand the impact of climate change 
and aid in improved weather projections. 

▪ The German icebreaker RV Polarstern 
will be the base for scientists from 17 
nations. 

▪ Scientists plan to sail the ship into the 
Arctic Ocean, anchor it to a large piece of 
sea ice and allow the water to freeze 
around them, effectively trapping 
themselves in the vast sheet of ice that 
forms over the North Pole each winter. 

▪ The research vessel will drift along with it. 
A suitable sea ice sheet (floe) was also 
identified. 

▪ The aim of the expedition will be to 
parameterise the atmospheric, 
geophysical, oceanographic and all other 
possible variables in the Arctic, and use it 
to more accurately forecast the changes in 
our weather systems.  

▪ Scientists from the United States, China, 
Russia and other countries will be 
rotating every two months as other 
icebreakers bring fresh supplies. 

▪ The mission has received funding from U.S. 
institutions such as the National Science 
Foundation, the Department of Energy, the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, and NASA. 

Significance of the Arctic climatic study 
▪ Scientists now believe that the cold cap 

that forms each year is key to regulating 
weather patterns across the Northern 
Hemisphere. 

▪ The polar vortices that blasted cold air as 
far as Florida in 2018 winter and early 
summer heat wave in Europe as prime 
examples of the impact. 

▪ The Arctic now has the second lowest sea 
ice extent in the past 50 years, 
accentuated by anthropogenic activities. 

▪ With lesser ice cover, more of the Arctic 
Ocean is exposed to sunlight for longer 
periods, causing increase of 
temperatures across the Indian, Pacific 
and Atlantic Oceans. 

▪ As the ocean gets warmer, it influences 
global weather patterns, causing 
changes in monsoon patterns and 
triggering more destructive cyclones.  

Why in News? 
▪ India’s Vishnu Nandan from Kerala will 

be the only Indian among 300 scientists 
from across the world aboard MOSAiC 
expedition. 

4) Rafale fighter jets 
About Rafale 
▪ The Rafale is a twin-jet fighter aircraft 

able to operate from both an aircraft 
carrier and a shore base. 

▪ Equipped with a wide range of weapons, 
the Rafale is designed to carry out air 
dominance, aerial reconnaissance, ground 
support, in-depth strike, anti-ship strike 
and nuclear deterrence missions. 

▪ The jets are referred to as an “omnirole” 
combat aircraft by Dassault Aviation, 
the manufacturer. 

▪ The Rafale entered service with the French 
Navy in 2004. 

▪ The Rafale jets intended for India are 
expected to come with certain bespoke 
(made for a particular customer or user) 
modifications for the IAF and have been 
awaited as a crucial enhancement to 
India’s Medium Multi-role Combat 
Aircraft (MMCA) fleet. 

▪ With its 10-tonne empty weight, the Rafale 
is fitted with 14 hardpoints and five of 
these are capable of drop tanks (external 
fuel) and heavy ordnance. 

▪ According to Dassault Aviation, the total 
external load capacity is more than 9 
tonnes, which means the Rafale can lift the 
equivalent of its own empty weight (10 
tonnes) in payloads. 
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▪ The biggest advantage of Rafale is that it is 
capable of delivering nuclear weapons. 

Weapons on board 
Meteor 
▪ The game-changing missile on-board the 

Rafale is the Meteor. 
▪ Manufactured by European firm MBDA, 

the Meteor is a very long-range rocket 
and ram-jet powered air-to-air missile. 

▪ Its integration into the Rafale weapon 
system brings about a paradigm shift in 
air-to-air affairs since it has a range of over 
120 km. 

▪ It means an Indian Rafale jet will be able to 
shoot down an enemy aircraft over 100 km 
away without even crossing the Indian air 
space. 

Scalp 
▪ Another key missile that is on-board the 

Rafale is the Scalp long-range air-to-
ground stand-off cruise missile. 

▪ Weighing 1,300 kg, the 5.1 metre-long 
Scalp can be carried in either one missile 
or two missiles configuration on the 
Rafale. 

▪ The missile has a 600-km range and is 
known for its precision. The Rafale will not 
have to cross the Indian airspace to hit a 
target that is about 600 km in enemy 
territory. 

▪ It is a strategic weapon that can be used in 
penetration, impact or airburst modes. 

▪ The Rafale will also be equipped with the 
Mica air-to-air missiles. 

▪ The IAF plans to further integrate the 
BrahMos NG (‘NG’ - Next Generation – 
lighter and sleeker version of BrahMos – 
max. speed of 3.5 mach) missiles with the 
Rafale when it is finally made by the Indo-
Russian joint venture. 

The deal 
▪ In September 2016, India and France 

signed a €7.87 billion Inter-
Governmental Agreement (IGA) for 36 
Rafale multi-role fighter jets in fly-away 
condition. 

▪ The deal has a 50% offset clause as part 
of which French companies in the deal are 
setting up facilities in India and tying up 
with local companies to execute the 
obligations. 

▪ Dassault Reliance JV (DRAL) production 
facility in Nagpur has started functioning 

while Thales already has a presence in 
Nagpur. 

▪ Engine maker Safran is set to inaugurate 
its facility in Hyderabad. 

Rafale squadron in India 
▪ The IAF recently resurrected the 17 

Squadron ‘Golden arrows’ at Air Force 
station Ambala which will operate the 
first squadron of Rafale fighter jets once 
they arrive in India. 

▪ The second Rafale squadron would be 
based at the Hasimara base in West 
Bengal. 

Why in News? 
▪ Defence Minister Rajnath Singh formally 

received the first Rafale fighter jet built for 
the Indian Air Force (IAF) in France on 8 
October, 2019. However, the first batch of 
jets will arrive in India only in May 2020. 

5) GEMINI system to aid 
fishermen 

Why in News? 
▪ A slew of government departments, 

research agencies and private companies 
have developed GEMINI, a portable 
receiver linked to ISRO-satellites that is 
“fail-proof” and warn fishermen of 
danger. 

About GEMINI system 
▪ The Indian National Centre for Ocean 

Information Services (INCOIS), a 
Hyderabad institute collaborated with 
Accord, a private company, to develop a 
box-shaped receiver that has an antenna 
and in-built battery that can last three to 
four days, according to a brochure 
describing the device. 

▪ GEMINI works on GAGAN, developed by 
ISRO and the Airports Authority of India 
and is an India-made global positioning 
system and relies on the positioning 
system by ISRO’s GSAT satellites. 

▪ When GEMINI is connected to an app, it 
also lets fishermen know the probability 
of fish-catch in the surrounding seas. 

Benefits of the system 
▪ The current services of storm alerts and 

other advisories to fishermen are 
dependent on mobile services. While 
mobile phone frequencies cannot be 
accessed 10-12 km beyond the coast, with 
GEMINI this range can increase to 300 
nautical miles. 
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▪ It will avoid communication blackout 
with fishermen in high seas during the 
times of cyclones, high waves and 
tsunamis. 

Drawbacks 
▪ The device only allows one-way 

communication — it can’t be used by 
fishermen to make calls, for instance. 

▪ At Rs. 9,000 a device, it’s also relatively 
expensive for the average fisherman, but 
attempts are on to subsidise it by as much 
as 90%. 

▪ The device could be more easily accessible 
to India’s 900,000 fishermen if the chips 
powering mobile phones were able to 
receive signals from the GAGAN system. 

6) World Mental Health Day 
About: 
▪ World Mental Health Day is observed on 

10th  October every year 

▪ The overall objective is to raise 
awareness of mental health issues 
around the world and mobilizing efforts in 
support of mental health. 

▪ The Day provides an opportunity for all 
stakeholders working on mental health 
issues to talk about their work, and what 
more needs to be done to make mental 
health care a reality for people worldwide. 

▪ The theme for the year 2019 is Mental 
Health Promotion and suicide prevention. 

Why suicide prevention was made a 
theme? 

▪ According to the WHO website, every 40 
seconds someone loses their life to suicide, 
and so the theme this year is "working 
together to prevent suicide". 

▪ Delhi metro has initiated a campaign 
named “Never Give Up” to spread 
awareness over suicide. 
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NOBEL PRIZES 2019 
 

1) About Nobel Prize 
▪ Nobel Prizes are awarded annually from a 

fund bequeathed for that purpose by the 
Swedish inventor and industrialist Alfred 
Nobel. 

▪ After Nobel’s death, the Nobel Foundation 
was set up to carry out the provisions of 
his will and to administer his funds. 

▪ The Nobel Foundation is the legal owner 
and functional administrator of the funds 
and serves as the joint administrative body 
of the prize-awarding institutions. 

▪ Four different institutions—three 
Swedish and one Norwegian—are 
awarding the prizes annually: 

1. The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences 
confers the prizes for physics, chemistry, 
and economics. 

2. The Karolinska Institute, Stockholm, 
Sweden confers the prize for physiology 
or medicine. 

3. The Swedish Academy confers the prize 
for literature. 

4. The Norwegian Nobel Committee based 
in Oslo confers the prize for peace. 

▪ Economic Sciences Nobel Prize (or The 
Sveriges Riksbank Prize) 

▪ In 1968, Sveriges Riksbank (Sweden’s 
Central Bank) established The Sveriges 
Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences in 
Memory of Alfred Nobel. 

▪ Although not technically a Nobel Prize, it 
is identified with the award; its winners 
are announced with the Nobel Prize 
recipients, and the Prize in Economic 
Sciences is presented at the Nobel Prize 
Award Ceremony. 

 

2) Physics 
▪ Nobel Laureates - James Peebles, Michel 

Mayor, Didier Queloz 
▪ Contributions 
▪ Canadian-born James Peebles, 84, an 

emeritus professor at Princeton 
University, won for his theoretical 
discoveries in cosmology. 

▪ Swiss stargazers Michel Mayor, 77, and 
Didier Queloz, 53, both of the University 
of Geneva, were honoured for finding an 

exoplanet — a planet outside our solar 
system — that orbits a sun-like star. 

▪ Cosmic radiation 
▪ The study of cosmic radiation that born 

after Big Bang helps in exploring the 
evolution of the universe and 
understanding its structure. 

▪ Peebles interpreted the “first rays” and 
showed that in the universe just 5% is 
known matter. The rest is unknown dark 
matter & dark energy. 

 
▪ The dark matter is the force which holds 

together galaxies which otherwise may 
get torn apart. 

▪ The dark energy helps the universe’s 
increasingly rapid and constant expansion. 
Thus, one pulls and the other pushes. 

▪ His insights turned cosmology from 
speculation to science sparking further 
research. 
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▪ Dr. Peebles’ theoretical framework about 
the cosmos and its billions of galaxies and 
galaxy clusters amounted to “the 
foundation of our modern understanding 
of the universe's history, from the Big Bang 
to the present day.” 

Discovering of exoplanets 
▪ Dr. Mayor and Dr. Queloz discovered 51 

Pegasi B, a gaseous ball comparable with 
Jupiter, in 1995– the first ever find of an 
exoplanet orbiting a solar-type star. 

▪ This discovery has “started a revolution in 
astronomy”, as at that time “no one knew 
whether exoplanets existed or not.” 

▪ Studying exoplanets will help decode that 
nagging question: Does life exist only on 
earth?! 

▪ Since then more than 4,000 exoplanets 
have since been found in the Milky Way. 

3) Chemistry 
▪ Nobel Laureates - John D. Goodenough, M. 

Stanley Whittingham and Akira Yoshino 
▪ Contribution – Development of lithium-

ion batteries 
• Lithium-ion batteries have revolutionised 

our lives and are used in everything from 
mobile phones to laptops and electric 
vehicles. 

• Through their work, this year’s Chemistry 
Laureates have laid the foundation of a 
wireless, fossil fuel-free society. 

Development of Lithium-ion batteries 
• In the early 1970s, Dr. Whittingham, used 

lithium’s enormous drive to release its 
outer electron when he developed the first 
functional lithium battery. He used 
titanium disulphide as cathode and 
lithium which is highly reactive as anode. 

• In the 1980s, Dr. Goodenough replaced 
titanium disulphide with cobalt oxide as 
the cathode. This doubled the lithium 
battery’s potential, creating the right 
conditions for a vastly more powerful and 
useful battery. 

• Dr. Yoshino succeeded in eliminating 
pure lithium (and replaced with 
petroleum coke) from the battery and 
based it wholly on lithium ions, which are 
safer than pure lithium. This made the 
battery workable in practice. 

• The first commercially viable Li-ion 
battery was developed by Akira Yoshino in 
1991. 

Advantages of Li-ion battery 
• They are lightweight, hardwearing 

battery that could be charged hundreds 
of times before its performance 
deteriorated. 

• The advantage of lithium-ion batteries is 
that they are not based upon chemical 
reactions that break down the electrodes, 
but upon lithium ions flowing back and 
forth between the anode and cathode. 

4) Medicine 
▪ Nobel Laureates – William G. Kaelin Jr, Sir 

Peter J. Ratcliffe, Gregg L. Semenza 
▪ Contribution – Discovery of how cells 

sense and adapt to oxygen 
▪ Though the fundamental importance of 

oxygen has been understood for centuries, 
how cells adapt to changes in oxygen levels 
has long been unknown. 

▪ The three have been jointly awarded the 
Nobel for their work of identifying 
molecular machinery that regulates the 
activity of genes in response to varying 
levels of oxygen. 

▪ The discoveries “have fundamental 
importance for physiology and have paved 
the way for promising new strategies to 
fight anemia, cancer and many other 
diseases.” 

5) Peace Prize 
▪ Nobel Laureate - Prime Minister Abiy 

Ahmed Ali of Ethiopia 
Contribution 
▪ Mr. Ali has been selected for his efforts to 

achieve peace and international 
cooperation and in particular for his 
decisive initiative to resolve the border 
conflict with neighbouring Eritrea. 

Background 
▪ The conflict between Eritrea and Ethiopia 

stretches back decades. 
▪ After European powers left occupied 

Eritrea in 1951, landlocked Ethiopia 
claimed the land of its coastal neighbor, 
eventually resulting in a civil war that 
started in 1961 and lasted three decades. 

▪ Eritrea gained independence from 
Ethiopia in 1993 after years of rebel 
warfare. 

▪ Friction remained, especially along the 
border, which was never completely 
settled. 
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▪ In 1998 fighting broke out and raged for 
two years, ending with a peace deal that 
Ethiopia refused to accept. 

▪ On June 5, 2018, Abiy made a key pledge to 
accept the peace agreement with Eritrea 
and withdraw Ethiopian troops from 
occupied territory. 

6) Literature 
▪ The Nobel Prize in Literature for 2018 

-  Polish author Olga Tokarczuk 
▪ Work -  magnum opus   

▪ A narrative imagination that with 
encyclopedic passion represents the 
crossing of boundaries as a form of life.” 

▪ The Nobel Prize in Literature for 2019 
-  Austrian author Peter Handke 

▪ Work -  an erring protagonist  
▪ An influential work that with linguistic 

ingenuity has explored the periphery and 
the specificity of human experience.” 
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PIB ANALYSIS 
 

1) National e-Assessment Centre 
of Income Tax Department 

▪ GS Paper 2  - e-Governance- 
applications, models, successes, 
limitations, and potential 

News in detail  
▪ The Income Tax Department aims to 

create a faceless e-assessment to impart 
greater efficiency, transparency and 
accountability in the assessment process.  

▪ There would be no physical interface 
between the taxpayers and the tax officers. 

▪ National e-Assessment Centre (NeAC) is in 
line with ‘Digital India’ and promotion of 
ease of doing business. 

▪ Under the new system, tax payers have 
received notices on their registered emails 
as well as on registered accounts on the 
web portal with real time alert by way of 
SMS on their registered mobile number, 
specifying the issues for which their cases 
have been selected for scrutiny. 

▪ The replies to the notices can be prepared 
at ease by the taxpayers at their own 
residence or office and be sent by email to 
the National e-Assessment Centre by 
uploading the same on the designated web 
portal. 

▪ This is an initiative by Central Board of 
Direct Taxes (CBDT).  

About CBDT  
▪ The Central Board of Direct Taxes is a 

statutory authority functioning under the 
Central Board of Revenue Act, 1963. 

▪ It is also India’s official Financial Action 
Task Force (FATF) unit. 

Benefits of Faceless Assessment: 
▪ NeAC eliminates human interface between 

Assessing Officer and Assessee 
▪ New System optimises the utilisation of 

resources through economies of scale 
▪ NeAC introduces team based assessment 

with dynamic jurisdiction 
▪ Ease of compliance for taxpayers 
▪ Brings transparency and efficiency, thus 

improves quality of assessment and 
monitoring 

▪ Functional specialisation as only one 
agency dealing with faceless assessment 

▪ Expeditious disposal of cases 
▪ Standardisation and quality management 
About National e-Assessment Centre 

(NeAC) : 
▪ NeAC will be an independent office that 

will look after the work of e-Assessment 
scheme which is recently notified for 
faceless e-assessment for income tax 
payers.  

▪ There would be a NeAC in Delhi to be 
headed by Principal Chief Commissioner of 
Income Tax (Pr.CCIT).  

▪ There are 8 Regional e-Assessment 
Centres (ReAC) set up at Delhi, Mumbai, 
Chennai, Kolkata Ahmedabad, Pune, 
Bengaluru and Hyderabad which would 
comprise Assessment unit, Review unit, 
and Technical unit and Verification units.  

▪ Each ReAC will be headed by Chief 
Commissioner of Income Tax (CCIT).  

▪ Cases for the specified work shall be 
assigned by the NeAC to different units by 
way of automated allocation systems. In 
view of the dynamic and all India 
jurisdictions of all officers of NeAC and 
ReAC, this kind of connective and 
collaborative effort of officers is likely to 
lead to better quality of assessments. 

About Faceless e-Assessment: 
▪ Centre Government had recently notified 

e-Assessment scheme to facilitate faceless 
assessment of income tax returns through 
completely electronic communication 
between tax officials and taxpayers. 

▪ This new initiative of faceless assessment 
is expected to increase ease of compliance 
for taxpayers as the cost and anxiety of 
taxpayers are likely to be greatly reduced. 
No human interface with the Department 
would be a game changer. This is another 
initiative by CBDT in the field of ease of 
compliance for our tax payers. 

Why in news?  
▪ National e-Assessment Centre of Income 

Tax Department was inaugurated by the 
Finance Minister at New Delhi.  

  

2) eDantSeva website and 
mobile application 
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▪ GS Paper 2  - e-Governance and Health 
News in detail  
▪ Union Minister of Health and Family 

Welfare in collaboration with AIIMS and 
other stakeholders launched the 
eDantseva website and mobile application, 
the first ever national digital platform 
on oral health information and 
knowledge dissemination 

▪ The Union Health Minister also released 
the Braille booklet and Voice over on 
Oral Health Education for the visually 
impaired individuals, along with the oral 
health posters for pregnant women and 
children. 

▪ e-DantSeva contains information about 
the National Oral Health Program, detailed 
list of all the dental facility and colleges, 
Information, Education and 
Communication (IEC) material and a 
unique feature called the ‘Symptom 
Checker’ 

o It provides information on symptoms of 
dental/oral health problems, ways to 
prevent these, the treatment modes, and 
also directs the user to find their nearest 
available dental facility (public and private 
sectors both).   

▪ The website also provides GPRS 
route/images/satellite images of the 
facility for easier access to the general 
population. 

Why in news? 
▪ Union Minister of Health and Family 

Welfare launched the eDantseva website 
and mobile application 

3) Progress under National 
Health Mission (NHM) 

▪ GS Paper 2  - Health 
Key elements on NHM 
▪ There has been acceleration in decline of 

Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR), Under 
Five Mortality Rate (U5MR) and the IMR 
since the launch of the NHM. 

▪ Government predicts at the current rate of 
decline, India should able to reach its SDG 
target (MMR-70, U5MR-25) much before 
the due year i.e. 2030. 

▪ Malaria cases and deaths which have 
declined by 49.09% and 50.52% in 2013 
respectively compared to 2017. 

▪ Revised National Tuberculosis Control 
Programme (RNTCP) has been 

significantly strengthened and intensified. 
There has been a three-fold increase in the 
use of CBNAAT over the past year. These 
efforts have led to a 16% rise in the 
identification of new cases. 

▪ Amongst the new vaccines, Tetanus and 
adult Diphtheria (Td) vaccine replaced 
Tetanus Toxoid (TT) vaccine under 
universal immunization programme in 
2018 to ensure Diphtheria immunity 
among adults. 

▪ 30.50 Crores children were covered under 
the Measles-Rubella (MR) vaccination 
drive, until March 2019. 

▪ Rotavirus vaccine (RVV) has now been 
covered in all States/UTs. 

▪ The routine and recurring incentives of 
ASHAs got increased from 1000 per month 
to 2000 per month. ASHAs and ASHA 
Facilitators were provided the cover of 
Pradhan Mantri Jevan Jyoti BeemaYojna 

▪ Anaemia Mukt Bharat (AMB) Abhiyaan 
was launched under POSHAN Abhiyaan in 
April 2018.   

▪ The untied funds amount was increased 
from Rs, 20,000 to Rs 50,000 for sub health 
Centres transformed to HWCs. 

▪ Home Based Care for Young Child (HBYC) 
programme was introduced under 
POSHAN Abhiyaan. 

▪ The scheme for awarding 
States/UTs/Districts for achieving disease 
free status in TB/Leprosy/Malaria/Kala-
Azar/Lymphatic-Filariasis/Cataract was 
approved. This will allow certification of 
the districts/ states as Disease Free ahead 
of the national certification and promote 
healthy competition among states and 
districts, similar to ODF districts and 
states.  

▪ National Viral Hepatitis Control 
Programme was approved for prevention, 
management and treatment of Hepatitis to 
A, B, C and E and rollout was initiated. This 
would benefit an estimated 5 crore 
patients of Hepatitis. 

Why in news? 
▪ The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime 

Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been 
apprised of the Progress under National 
Health Mission (NHM).  
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4) Pradhan Mantri 
KisanSamman Nidhi (PM-
Kisan) 

▪ GS Paper 3 - Agriculture 
About PM-Kisan  
▪ The Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi 

Yojana (PM-KISAN) was announced in the 
interim Budget 2019-20 on February 1, 
2019. 

▪ Under the Scheme, each of the landholding 
farmers is eligible to get Rs 6,000 per year 
which will be given in three instalments. 

▪ The amount will be transferred directly to 
the bank account of beneficiaries through 
Direct Benefit Transfer. DBT will ensure 
transparency in the entire process and will 
save time for the farmers. 

▪ The PM-KISAN scheme aims to 
supplement the financial needs of the 
SMFs in procuring various inputs to ensure 
proper crop health and appropriate yields, 
commensurate with the anticipated farm 
income at the end of each crop cycle. This 
would also protect them from falling into 
the clutches of moneylenders for meeting 
such expenses and ensure their 
continuance in the farming activities. 

▪ PM KISAN is a Central Sector scheme with 
100% funding from Government of India. 
The Scheme becomes effective 
from1.12.2018 for transfer of benefits to 
eligible beneficiaries. 

▪ State Government and UT Administration 
will identify the farmer families which are 
eligible for support as per scheme 
guidelines. 

▪ The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved 
the relaxation of the mandatory 
requirement of Aadhaar Seeded data as a 
pre-condition for release of funds to the 
beneficiaries under the Pradhan Mantri 
Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-Kisan) scheme. 

▪ The scheme provides income support of Rs 
6,000 per year to landholding families, 
subject to certain exclusions. The amount 
is released in three 4-monthly instalments 
of Rs 2,000 each directly to the bank 
accounts of the beneficiaries through DBT 
mode. 

Why in news? 
▪ Cabinet approves relaxation of Aadhaar 

seeding of data of the beneficiaries under 

Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-
Kisan) 

 

5) ‘India International 
Cooperatives Trade Fair’ 
(IICTF) 

▪ GS Paper 2 - Government policies and 
interventions for development in 
various sectors 

News in detail  
▪ As 94% of total farmers in India are 

members of at least one cooperative 
institution, IICTF is aimed at furthering 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi led 
government’s vision and goal of doubling 
farmers’ income by promoting 
cooperative-to-cooperative trade within 
India & abroad and promoting exports of 
key agriculture commodities and products 
leading to enhanced rural and farm 
prosperity. 

▪ IICTF offers a huge opportunity for the 
industry and business houses from India 
and abroad to build alliances, business 
networking, product sourcing and above 
all, interacting with the primary producers 
of a wide range of products and service 
providers. 

▪ More than 120 Indian cooperatives and 35 
countries from six continents have 
purchased exhibition booths for 
participating in IICTF.  

▪ International organisations from 
Australia, Bangladesh, Belgium, Bhutan, 
Brazil, China, Columbia, Fiji, Germany, 
Iran, Israel, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Malaysia, 
Mauritius, Nepal, Nigeria, Philippines, 
Russia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Senegal, Thailand, 
Tanzania, United States of America, United 
Kingdom, United Arab Emirates and 
Vietnam will be showcasing the products. 

▪ The Yuva Sahakar Cooperative 
Enterprise Support and Innovation 
Scheme 2019 which will be launched at 
the opening ceremony of the fair.  

o Launched by the Union Minister for 
Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare Shri 
Narendra Singh Tomar.  

o The Scheme has an annual outlay of 100 
crores.  

o The Scheme is liberal to cooperatives in 
the North Eastern Region, cooperatives 
registered and operating in Aspirational 
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Districts as identified by NITI Aayog, 
cooperatives with 100 % women/SC/ST/ 
PwD members.  

o SahakarBharati, the single largest 
organisation focusing to enlighten the 
masses about the benefits of cooperative 
movement also plans to showcase and 
launch ‘Simplydesi’ brand at the inaugural 
of the Fair. 

▪ The sessions will provide an insight on the 
role of agricultural cooperatives and their 
expected contribution in light of the 
Agriculture Export Policy of India.   

▪ It would also provide a platform for cross 
learning particularly in the current 
scenario of digitisation. 

▪ The Fair is jointly organised by NCDC in 
association with the Bangkok based 
international organization (NEDAC) and 
leading organizations in India (NAFED, 
APEDA, ITPO etc.) with the support of 
Ministries of Agriculture & Farmers 
Welfare, Commerce and Industry and 
External Affairs. Six State 
Governments/UTs.  

About IICTF  
▪ India’s first and the largest international 

cooperative trade fair promising to usher a 
new era of cooperative excellence. 

▪ This unique three-day forum aims to 
promote cooperative to cooperative trade 
within india and abroad leading to 
enhanced rural and farm prosperity. 

▪ Packed with conferences, exhibitions, 
sales promotions, marketing, product 
display, buyer-seller meets, networking, 
policy advocacy opportunities, the forum 
is a vibrant platform to network and 
collaborate with cooperatives from all 
across the world. 

Why in news? 
▪ The first ever ‘India International 

Cooperatives Trade Fair’(IICTF) was held 
at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi in October, 
2019. 

6) Mahatma Gandhi National 
Fellowship Programme 

▪ GS Paper 2 - Government policies and 
interventions for development in 
various sectors 

News in detail  
▪ The Ministry of Skill Development and 

Entrepreneurship (MSDE) signed a 

contract with the Indian Institute of 
Management (IIM) Bangalore for 
introducing a two-year fellowship 
programme Mahatma Gandhi National 
Fellowship (MGNF) programme. 

▪ Designed under Skills Acquisition and 
Knowledge Awareness for Livelihood 
Promotion (SANKALP) the fellowship aims 
to address the challenge of non-availability 
of personnel for implementation of 
various programmes at national, state and 
district levels. 

▪ It has been launched on a pilot basis in 75 
districts in 7 states. 

About SANKALP 
▪ Skills Acquisition and Knowledge 

Awareness for Livelihood Promotion 
(SANKALP) project aims to implement the 
mandate of the National Skill Development 
Mission (NSDM),  

▪ It was launched by Ministry of Skill 
Development & Entrepreneurship, 
through its core sub-missions. 

▪ The project will be implemented in 
mission mode through World Bank 
support and is aligned with the overall 
objectives of the NSDM. 

Why in news? 
▪ Ministry of Skills Development and 

Entrepreneurship launches Mahatma 
Gandhi National Fellowship Programme 
with IIM Bangalore. 

 

7) WHO India Country 
Cooperation Strategy 2019–
2023 

▪ GS Paper 2 - Health 
News in detail  
▪ The Country Cooperation Strategy (CCS) 

provides a strategic roadmap for WHO to 
work with the Government of India 
towards achieving its health sector goals, 
in improving the health of its population 
and bringing in transformative changes in 
the health sector. 

▪ The four areas identified for strategic 
cooperation of WHO with the country 
encompass: 

1. To accelerate progress on UHC;  
2. To promote health and wellness by 

addressing determinants of health;  
3. To protect the population better against 

health emergencies; and  
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4. To enhance India’s global leadership in 
health. 

▪ The India CCS is one of the first that fully 
aligns itself with the newly adopted WHO 
13tGeneral Programme of Work and its 
'triple billion' targets, the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) and WHO 
South-East Asia Region’s eight Flagship 
Priorities.  

▪ The plan sets a "triple-billion" target to 
be achieved by 2023: extending universal 
health coverage to one billion more 
people, ensuring better protection from 
health emergencies for one billion more 
people, and promoting better health and 
wellbeing for one billion more people 

▪ It captures the work of the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Framework for 
2018–2022. 

About WHO 13th general programme of 
work (GPW 13) 

▪ The WHO 13th General Programme of 
Work (GPW 13) was adopted by the 
Member States in May 2018.  

▪ It has three interconnected strategic 
priorities to ensure healthy lives and well-
being for all ages 

1. Achieving universal health coverage,  
2. Addressing health emergencies and  
3. Promoting healthier populations. 
Why in news? 
▪ Union Minister for Health & Family 

Welfare launched ‘The WHO India Country 
Cooperation Strategy 2019–2023 

8) India and Comoros sign MoUs  
▪ GS Paper 2 - Bilateral, regional and 

global groupings and agreements 
involving India 

News in detail  
▪ The Comorian President conferred the 

‘Order of the Green Crescent’, the highest 
civilian honour of the Union of the 
Comoros, on the Vice President. 

▪ 6 MoUs were signed in the field of defence 
cooperation, health and medicine, arts and 
culture, tele-education (e-Vidya Bharati), 
tele-medicine  

▪ (e-Arogya Bharati) & exemption of Visa for 
Diplomatic and Official Passport holders 
for short visits and protocol on foreign 
office consultation 

▪ Vice president of India also announced 
that India will be gifting medicines worth 

Medicines and medical equipment worth 
USD 1 mn, USD 1 mn for transport vehicles, 
USD 2 mn for procurement of high-
speed  interceptor boats and 1000 MT of 
rice. He also announced Line-of-credit of 
USD 41.6 mn for setting up an 18MW 
power plant in Moroni and a vocational 
training centre. 

▪  
What Is a Line of Credit (LOC)?  
• A line of credit (LOC) is an arrangement 

between financial institutions—usually a 
bank—and a customer that establishes the 
maximum loan amount the customer can 
borrow.  

• The borrower can access funds from the 
line of credit at any time as long as they do 
not exceed the maximum amount (or 
credit limit) set in the agreement and meet 
any other requirements such as making 
timely minimum Payments. 

Why in news? 
▪ India and Comoros sign MoUs on Defence 

Cooperation, health, culture and arts. 
 

9) IN-BN CORPAT (Indian Navy 
(IN) Bangladesh Navy (BN) 
Coordinated Patrol (CORPAT)) 

▪ GS Paper 2 - India and its 
neighbourhood- relations 
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News in detail  
▪ The second edition of Indian Navy(IN) –

Bangladesh Navy(BN) Coordinated Patrol 
(CORPAT) commenced in Northern Bay of 
Bengal 

▪ The two-day CORPAT will be followed by 
the maiden edition of IN-BN Bilateral 
Exercise at Visakhapatnam 

▪ INS Ranvijay, a guided-missile destroyer 
and INS Kuthar, an indigenously built 
missile Corvette are participating in the 
CORPAT along with BNS Ali Haider, a Type 
053 frigate and BNS Shadinota, a Type 056 
stealth guided missile corvette. 

▪ The IN-BN CORPAT, is aimed at upgrading 
to a bilateral exercise with the navies 
engaging in seamanship evolutions, flying 
exercises with integral helicopters and 
maritime patrol aircraft at sea. 

▪ Additionally, exercises entailing the 
development of mutual communication 
and sharing of best practices would also be 
undertaken, adding a new dimension to 
the Indo - Bangladesh maritime relations. 

▪ With a common territorial boundary of 
over 4000 km and a maritime boundary, 
navies of both the countries aim to practice 
and hone their mutual cooperation whilst 
patrolling near the International Maritime 
Boundary Line (IMBL) during the current 
edition of CORPAT. 

Why in news? 
▪ India – Bangladesh Navies Undertake 

Coordinated Patrol in North Bay of Bengal 
 

10) Kayakalp awards 
▪ GS Paper 2 - Governance 
News in detail  
▪ The Kayakalp Award was  instituted as 

part of the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan  on 
15th May 2015 as a national initiative to 
recognize and felicitate public and 
private health facilities that demonstrate 
high levels of cleanliness, hygiene and 
infection control measures on promoting 
cleanliness in public spaces. 

Objectives: 
▪ To promote cleanliness, hygiene and 

Infection Control Practices in public Health 
Care Facilities.  

▪ To incentivize and recognize such public 
healthcare facilities that showed 
exemplary performance in adhering to 

standard protocols of cleanliness and 
infection control. 

▪ To inculcate a culture of ongoing 
assessment and peer review of 
performance related to hygiene, 
cleanliness and sanitation.  

▪ To create and share sustainable practices 
related to improved cleanliness in public 
health facilities linked to positive health 
outcomes. 

Categories: 
▪ Best two District Hospitals in each state 

(Best District hospital in small states).  
▪ Best two Community Health Centres/Sub 

District Hospitals (limited to one in small 
states).  

▪ One Primary Health Centre in every 
district 

Why in news? 
▪ Union health minister gave away Kayakalp 

awards to Public and Private Health 
Facilities for high standards of sanitation 
and hygiene 

11) mHariyali 
▪ GS Paper 2 - e-Governance and GS Paper 

3 - Environment 
News in detail  
▪ The app is aimed to encourage Public 

engagement in planting trees and other 
such Green drives. 

▪ People can now upload 
information/photos of any plantation 
done by them, which is linked to app and 
will be displayed on the website.   

▪ The App provides for automatic geo-
tagging of plants.  

▪ This app will also enable nodal officers to 
periodically monitor the plantation.  

▪ The App is user friendly and works on any 
android mobile phone. 

Why in news? 
▪ Mobile App, “mHariyali” was launched for 

‘Environment Protection in 
Government Colonies’ Website by 
Minister of state (I/C), Housing & Urban 
Affairs.  

12) SARAS Aajeevika Mela 
▪ GS Paper 2 - Role of NGOs, SHGs, various 

groups and associations 
News in detail  
▪ SARAS Aajeevika Mela is an initiative by 

the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National 
Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM), 
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Ministry of Rural Development (MoRD), 
Government of India 

▪ The objective is to bring the rural women 
Self Help Groups (SHGs) formed with the 
support of DAY-NRLM, under one platform 
to show-case their skills, sell their 
products and help them build linkages 
with bulk buyers. 

▪ Through participation in SARAS Aajeevika 
Mela, these rural SHG women get vital 
national level exposure to understand the 
demand and taste of urban customers.  

▪ Over 200 stalls have been set-up at the 
Mela venue, where nearly 500 rural SHG 
craftswomen from 29 States and UTs will 
show-case varied range of products like 
handicrafts, handlooms, natural food 
products and a food court with regional 
cuisines at India Gate Lawns. 

▪ Workshops for the rural SHG women 
would be conducted during the Mela, 
which will help them to enhance their 
knowledge and sharpen their skills in 
bookkeeping and GST, product design, 
packaging, marketing/e-marketing, 
communication skills etc. 

About Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-
National Rural Livelihoods Mission 
(DAY-NRLM) 

▪  In November 2015, the Aajeevika - 
National Rural Livelihoods Mission 
(NRLM)   program was renamed 
Deendayal Antayodaya Yojana (DAY-
NRLM). 

▪ It was launched by launched by the 
Ministry of Rural Development (MoRD), 
Government of India. 

▪ Aided in part through investment 
supported by the World Bank.  

▪ The Mission aims at creating efficient and 
effective institutional platforms of the 

rural poor, enabling them to increase 
household income through sustainable 
livelihood enhancements and improved 
access to financial services. 

13) DHARMA GUARDIAN-2019 
▪ GS Paper 3 - Security 
News in detail  
▪ Indian Army and Japanese Ground Self 

Defence Forces (JGSDF) comprising 25 
soldiers each will participate in the 
exercise with an aim to share experience 
gained during various Counter Terrorism 
Operations in respective Countries. 

▪ Exercise DHARMA GUARDIAN is an annual 
training event which is being conducted in 
India since 2018.  

▪ Notably, in the series of military training 
exercises undertaken by India with 
various countries Exercise DHARMA 
GUARDIAN with Japan is crucial and 
significant in terms of security challenges 
faced by both the nations in the backdrop 
of global terrorism.  

▪ The scope of this exercise covers platoon 
level joint training on counter terrorism 
operations in jungle and urban scenario. 

▪ The joint military exercise will enhance the 
level of defence co-operation between 
Indian Army and Japanese Ground Self 
Defence Forces (JGSDF) which in turn will 
further foster the bilateral relations 
between the two nations. 

Why in news? 
▪ Joint Military Exercise DHARMA 

GUARDIAN-219 between India and Japan 
will be conducted at counter Insurgency 
and Jungle Warfare School, Vairengte, 
Mizoram.  
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News in Depth 

AIR NEWS  
1)  Pradhan Mantri Innovative 

Learning Programme (PMILP)- 
‘DHRUV’ 

News in detail 
▪ The objective of the Pradhan Mantri 

Innovative Learning Programme program 
would be to allow talented students to 
realize their full potential and contribute 
to society. 

▪ In this scheme, in centres of excellence 
across the country, gifted children will be 
mentored and nurtured by renowned 
experts in different areas, so that they can 
reach their full potential. 

▪ For the first batch 60 outstandingly 
talented students from across India have 
been selected. 

▪ The programme will be called DHRUV 
(after the Pole Star) and every student to 
be called ‘DHRUV TARA’. The students will 

thus both shine through their 
achievements and light a path for others to 
follow. 

▪ It will cover two areas i.e. Science and 
Performing Arts. There will be 60 students 
in all, 30 from each area. The 60 students 
come from across the country 

▪ The students will be broadly from classes 
9 to 12, from all schools including 
government and private. 

▪ This is only the first phase of the 
programme which will be expanded 
gradually to other fields like creative 
writing etc. 

Why in news? 
▪ Union Human Resource Development 

Minister launched the Pradhan Mantri 
Innovative Learning Programme- ‘DHRUV’ 
from Indian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO) Headquarters at Bengaluru.  
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Hindu Editorial Analysis 
 

1) S 400 triumph deal 
▪ GS Paper II & III – Defence procurement; 

Indian – US & India – Russia relations 
What is S- 400 Triumf deal? 
▪ S – 400 Triumf is a mobile multichannel air 

defence missile system (ADMS) air defence 
system of the Russian firm 
Rosoboronexport. 

▪ The Triumf ADMS is capable of engaging 
targets both independently and in 
cooperation with higher command posts 
or external radar data sources. 

This advanced air defence system has the 
following features: 

▪ Engage in  current and future air threats; 
▪ aircraft jammers, 
▪ early-warning and direction aircraft, 
▪ reconnaissance aircraft (including those 

that are part of reconnaissance-strike 
complexes), strategic aircraft carrying 
airborne missiles, 

▪ tactical and operational-tactical ballistic 
missiles, 

▪ Medium-range ballistic missiles and other 
air attack vehicles. 

The deal 
▪ India and Russia signed an agreement for 

the purchase of $5.4 billion S-400 Triumf 
missile system. 

Why this deal? 
▪ Russia has traditionally been India’s 

biggest defence supplier, but was 
surpassed by the U.S. in the last few years 

▪ The drift between India and Russia was 
addressed in the Sochi Summit by leaders 
of both the countries and this deal is 
perceived as positive fallout for the course 
correction. 

▪ The importance of the deal is that it will 
boost the defence ties and the bilateral 
relations between India and Russia. 

What is the International relation angle 
to this deal? 

▪ This deal is threatened to attract the 
sanctions of US under the U.S. law - 
“Countering America’s Adversaries 
through Sanctions Act” or CAATSA. 

▪ This law is a sanction put on the American 
adversaries like Russia, North Korea and 

Iran. There is a provision that whichever 
country maintains substantial trade 
relations with these countries will also be 
put under CAATSA. 

1. This law transforms the straightforward 
bilateral deal into a complex trilateral 
balancing game for India in case of the S 
400 Triumf deal. 

2. India enjoys good bilateral relations with 
the US and US cannot afford to lose the 
Indian defence market as well as its 
strategic security relations with India. 

CAATSA and other countries: 
▪ CAATSA is imposed on North Korea, Russia 

and Iran. 
▪ The US President has delegated his powers 

through CAATSA to ban 39 Russian 
entities, dealings with which could make 
third parties liable to sanctions. Its major 
objective is to discourage exports of 
Russian defence equipment. 

▪  In 2018, the U.S. announced sanctions on 
China’s Equipment Development 
Department (EDD), the military branch 
responsible for weapons and equipment, 
for the procurement of the S-400 Triumf 
air defence system and Sukhoi S-35 fighter 
aircraft from Russia 

▪ Washington expelled Turkey from the F-
35 fighter jet programme in July this year 
after the first delivery of S-400s was 
received from Russia.  

Is sanction waiver possible for India? 
Exception to CAATSA: 
a) Exit clause of CAATSA - The [US] 

President may waive the application of 
[CAATSA] sanctions if the President 
determines that such a waiver is in the 
national security interest of the United 
States.”  

b) The President to certify that a 
country is “cooperating with the United 
States Government on other matters that 
are critical to the United States’ strategic 
national security interests”. 

▪ This exception could be used for India as – 
1. A strong Indian military is a strategic 

interest for  US  - for example to counter 
the Chinese presence in Indian Ocean 
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region, Afghanistan situation, middle east 
etc. 

2. The US have recently claimed India as its 
major defence partner though India is not 
a member of NATO. 

3. India cannot completely drop its 
traditional dependence on Russian 
defence equipment without being 
weakened. 

Challenges: 
▪ If the CAATSA is implemented in India, it 

would impact the following areas: 
a) Section 235 of the CAATSA 

legislation stipulates 12 kinds of punitive 
sanctions that the U.S. could place on a 
country conducting significant 
transactions in defence, energy, oil 
pipelines and cyber security technology 
with any of the U.S.’s “adversaries”. 

b) The sanctions include: 
c) export sanctions 
d) cancellation of loans from U.S. and 

international financial institutions 
e) ban on investments and 

procurement 
f) restrictions on foreign exchange and 

banking transactions 
g) Visa and travel ban on officials 

associated with any entity carrying out the 
sanctioned transactions.  

▪ The sanction on Iranian oil purchase is a 
contrast to the decision on defence 
purchase. 

Way forward 
▪ India enjoys a special unique position in 

world affairs and our security and 
economic interests is the cornerstone in 
any foreign policy and deals. The Indian 
diplomacy is independently manoeuvring 
through these challenges in the best of our 
national interest. 

2) Citizenship Amendment Bill 
▪ GS Paper II – polity and constitution; 

citizenship, NRC, foreigners, minorities, 
equality 

What is Citizenship Amendment bill, 
2016? 

▪ The Bill amends the Citizenship Act, 1955 
to make illegal migrants who are Hindus, 
Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and 
Christians from Afghanistan, Bangladesh 
and Pakistan, eligible for citizenship. 

▪ The bill relaxes the period of residence for 
citizenship by naturalization from 
previous 11 years to 6 years. 

▪ The Bill provides that the registration of 
Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) 
cardholders may be cancelled if they 
violate any law. 

▪ This bill was passed by Loksabha in jan 
2019 but it got lapsed because of its 
dissolution and hence its going to be 
reintroduced in the parliament. 

Objectives of the bill: 
a) Immigrants faced “discrimination 

and religious persecution 
b) The proposed law would “provide 

relief to persecuted migrants who have 
come through western borders of the 
country, 

c) persons of Indian origin including 
persons belonging to the six “minority 
communities” had been unsuccessfully 
applying for citizenship under the 
Citizenship Act of 1955 but were unable to 
produce proof of their Indian origin which 
denied these six minority communities of 
the three foreign nations “many 
opportunities and advantages that may 
accrue only to the citizens of India. 

Citizenship act, 1955 
a) Indian citizenship can be acquired by 

– birth, descent, naturalization, 
registration or incorporation of any 
territory. 

b) The act defines illegal migrant as a 
foreigner: (i) who enters India without a 
valid passport or travel documents, or (ii) 
stays beyond the permitted time 

c) Illegal migrants may be imprisoned 
or deported under the Foreigners Act, 
1946 and the Passport (Entry into India) 
Act, 1920. 

▪ The citizenship amendment bill 2019 
states that: 

▪ Provided that persons belonging to 
minority communities, namely, Hindus, 
Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and 
Christians from Afghanistan, Bangladesh 
and Pakistan, who have been exempted by 
the Central Government by or under clause 
(c) of sub-section (2) of section 3 of the 
Passport (Entry into India) Act, 1920 or 
from the application of the provisions of 
the Foreigners Act, 1946 or any order 
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made thereunder, shall not be treated as 
illegal migrants for the purposes of that Act. 

Issues: 
▪ The Bill makes illegal migrants eligible for 

citizenship on the basis of religion.  This 
may violate Article 14  which applies to 
both citizens and foreigners and 
guarantees equality before the law and 
equal treatment before the law of the 
Constitution  

▪ The law  describes only 6 communities as 
minorities and omits Muslims, Jews, 
atheists non-believers etc. who are 
guaranteed religious freedom under 
article 25 of the constitution. 

▪ There are also no reason states as to why 
only migrant from Afghanistan, Pakistan 
and Bangladesh is considered which are 
Muslim majority countries. 

▪ The Bill would hamper the Assam National 
Register of Citizens (NRC), which defines 
all illegal immigrants, irrespective of 
religion, on the basis of a cut-off date. 

▪ The Citizenship Bill is also seen as a move 
to subvert the Assam Accord of 1985. The 
Accord deems any person who cannot 
prove his ancestry beyond March 24, 1971 
as an alien. It does not differentiate on the 
grounds of religion in this aspect. 

▪     The Bill allows cancellation of OCI 
registration for violation of any law.  This 
is a wide ground that may cover a range of 
violations, including minor offences (eg. 
parking in a no parking zone). 

3) Economic Slowdown 
▪ GS Paper III – Indian economy; growth 

rate, agriculture, sustainable development 
The slowdown scenario 
▪ India is facing a sluggish growth rate at 5% 

. 
▪ The RBI has predicted a rate of 6.1% for 

2019-2020 which is the slowest in 6 years. 
▪ Performance of key sectors has declined. 
▪ World economic growth rate is also 

slowing down averaging near 2-3%. 
Agriculture sector: key issues 
▪ Real agricultural and allied gross value 

added (GVA) grew by 2.9% during 2011-
12 to 2017-18. 

▪ This is lower than what National 
Agriculture Policy(2000) suggested that 
we need 4% growth in agriculture and 

allied sector to attain an overall economic 
growth of 8%.  

▪ Skewed monsoon, erratic rainfall, and 
extreme natural events are creating havoc. 

▪ This disrupts supply chain and fuel 
inflation leading to negative impact on 
consumption furthering slowdown. 

Why primary sector growth is important? 
▪ It is important to attain the Sustainable 

Development Goals, mainly zero hunger, 
no poverty, life on land, and gender 
equality. 

▪ The sector is a potential enabler and 
employer for more than 50% of the 
population 

▪ It also has the potential to revive cattle 
health and productivity by ensuring farm 
viability 

▪ According to the agriculture census 2015-
16, the real income of farmers doubled in 
almost 20 years from 1993-94 to 2015-16. 

▪ Nearly 20% contribution to a $5-trillion 
economy is from the agriculture sector. 

What can be done? 
▪ Increase the ratio of farm to non-farm 

income to 70:30 by 2022-23 from the 
present 60:40. 

▪ Land reforms, market, price, and enhance 
supply side constraints.  

▪ Need to revisit regional crop planning and 
the agro-climatic zone model at the highest 
possible level so as to make agriculture the 
engine of sustainable economic growth in 
India 2.0 by 2022. 

Other factors for slowdown and its 
remedy 

▪ The Economic Survey 2018-19 states that 
the working age population will continue 
to rise through 2041. 

▪ Therefore, there is an urgent need to 
increase the job-to-investment ratio which 
is currently very low. 

▪ This job creation should also include 
formal job and skill based as the majority 
of the population is in informal sector and 
unskilled. 

▪ Have accurate data on employment and 
unemployment scenario. 

▪ Inter-State migration has a huge impact on 
personal consumption expenditure. 
Therefore a policy nudge is needed for in-
situ employment creation is a must for a 
stable income and spending. 
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▪ Traditional sector needs revival because of 
2 reasons; 

▪ It employs huge population 
▪ It is unaffected by the global economic 

slowdown 
▪ Therefore investment to boost traditional 

sectors like handicrafts, tourism, 
handloom etc. is needed. 

▪ Oil prices cuts the aggregate demand, 
hence policy measures for this is needed 
and alternative fuel development is 
needed in the long run. 

 

4) Sedition law 
▪ GS Paper II – Polity and constitution; 

Sedition law; rights vs. public order 
What is Sedition Law and how did it 

evolve? 
▪ Section 124A of the Indian Penal Code 

defines sedition as: 
▪ The act where Whoever, by words, either 

spoken or written, or by signs, or by visible 
representation, or otherwise, brings or 
attempts to bring into hatred or 
contempt, or excites or attempts to 
excite disaffection towards, the 
Government established by law in shall 
be punished with imprisonment for life, to 
which fine may be added, or with impris-
onment which may extend to three years, 
to which fine may be added, or with fine. 
Explanation 1.—the expression 
“disaffection” includes disloyalty and all 
feelings of enmity. 

Evolution of the law: 
▪ Sedition laws were enacted in 17th 

century England, when lawmakers 
believed that only good opinions of the 
government should survive, as bad 
opinions were detrimental to the 
government and monarchy. 

▪ However the UK abolished sedition as an 
offence in 2009. 

▪ This sentiment (and law) was borrowed 
and inserted into the IPC in 1870. 

▪ The law was first used to prosecute Bal 
Gangadhar Tilak in 1897. 

▪ That case led to Section 124A of the IPC 
(which deals with sedition) being 
amended, to add the words “hatred” and 
“contempt” to “disaffection”, which was 
defined to include disloyalty and feelings 
of enmity.  

▪ The Supreme Court’s ruling in Brij 
Bhushan vs the State of Delhi and Romesh 
Thappar vs. the State of Madras led to the 
first amendment where Article 19(2) was 
rewritten to replace “undermining the 
security of the State” with “in the interest 
of public order”. 

▪ In Kedar Nath Singh vs State of Bihar 
(1962) the Supreme Court upheld the 
constitutionality of sedition, but limited its 
application to “acts involving intention or 
tendency to create disorder, or 
disturbance of law and order, or 
incitement to violence”. 

▪ In 1995 the SC in Balwant Singh v State of 
Punjab, acquitted persons from charges of 
sedition for shouting slogans such as 
“Khalistan Zindabad” and gave a different 
interpretation of the act of sedition. 

Analysis 
▪ Section 124A of the IPC has been objected 

since many decades as it is a weapon 
against free speech, a fundamental right 
guaranteed under article 19 of the 
constitution. 

▪ Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution of 
India guarantees freedom of speech and 
expression to all citizens. However, this 
freedom is subjected to certain restrictions 
namely, interests of the sovereignty and 
integrity of India, the security of the State, 
friendly relations with foreign States, 
public order, decency or morality or in 
relation to contempt of court, defamation 
or incitement to an offence. 

▪ This is often used as a political weapon to 
curb political dissent which is an essential 
pillar of democracy. 

▪  The threat of sedition leads to a sort of 
unauthorised self-censorship, for it 
produces a chilling effect on free speech.  

▪ Free speech is one of the most significant 
principles of democracy. The purpose of 
this freedom is to allow an individual to 
attain self-fulfilment, assist in the 
discovery of truth, strengthen the capacity 
of a person to take decisions and facilitate 
a balance between stability and social 
change. 

▪    The Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, 1948, in its Preamble and Article 19 
of our constitution declared freedom of 
speech as a basic fundamental right. 
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▪   Free speech and dissent comes under the 
wider concept of liberty which is the pillar 
of democracy. 

▪ The 267th Report of the Law Commission 
on ―Hate Speech,(2017), distinguished 
between sedition‘ and hate speech‘, 
providing that the offence of hate speech 
affects the State indirectly by disturbing 
public tranquillity, while the sedition is 
directly an offence against the State. 

▪  The Report adds, that to qualify as 
sedition, the impugned expression must 
threaten the sovereignty and integrity of 
India and the security of the State. 

What is the current issue? 
▪ A recent order of a Bihar court directed the 

filing of an FIR against 49 eminent persons 
who signed an open letter to the Prime 
Minister expressing concerns over mob 
lynching. 

▪ The FIR was lodged under various sections 
of the Indian Penal Code (IPC), including 
sedition, public nuisance, hurting religious 
feelings, and insulting with intent to 
provoke breach of peace. 

▪ This is seen as an exercise against raising 
questions, debating, disagreeing , which is 
the spirit of democracy. 

▪ This court decision warrants an urgent 
and fresh debate on the need to repeal the 
sedition law. 

Way forward 
▪ John Stuart Mill advocated for the free flow 

of ideas and expressions for a stable 
society. To reach a point of conclusion, in 
certain cases, open public discussions and 
debates are inevitable. According to Mill, 
this could be achieved through the right to 
freedom of speech.  

▪ The right not only makes it possible to 
highlight the popular opinion of a society 
but also provides a platform to the 
suppressed and unheard people who wish 
to voice against any celebrated culture. 
Therefore, every restriction on free speech 
and expression must be carefully 
scrutinised to avoid unwarranted 
restrictions. This will be the development 
stone for a healthy vibrant democracy. 

5) Zero budget natural farming: 
a Critical analysis 

▪ GS Paper III – Agriculture, Sustainable 
development, environmental 
conservation; Science and technology 

What is Zero Budget Natural Farming 
(ZBNF)? 

▪ It is a farming practice that does not 
involve any external input for farming and 
gives equal importance for both natural, 
climate resistant agroecology as well as is 
cost effective. 

▪ Zero Budget Natural Farming (ZBNF) is a 
set of farming methods, and also a 
grassroots peasant movement, which has 
spread to various states in India. 

▪ The agricultural practices under ZBNF 
were put forward by Mr. Subhash Palekar. 

▪ Rationale and principle behind this 
farming method – soil has all the nutrients 
the plants need and to make it available to 
the plants intermediation by 
microorganisms is needed. 

▪ 4 wheels of ZBNF – 
a) Bijamrit - microbial coating of seeds with 

formulations of cow urine and cow dung. 
b) Jivamrit - enhancement of soil microbes 

using an inoculum of cow dung, cow urine, 
and jaggery.  

c) Mulching - covering of soil with crops or 
crop residues.  

d) Waaphasa - building up of soil humus to 
increase soil aeration 

e) Methods of insect and pest management: 
Agniastra, Brahmastra and Neemastra (all 
different preparations using cow urine, 
cow dung, tobacco, fruits, green chilli, 
garlic and neem). 

Other organic farming methods –  
▪ Biodynamic farming – it produces a 

living soil with revitalized natural forces, 
in alignment with planetary cosmic 
rhythms. Initially developed in 1924 by 
Rudolf Steiner, it was the first of the 
organic agriculture movements. It treats 
soil fertility, plant growth, and livestock 
care as ecologically interrelated 
emphasising spiritual, cosmic 
perspectives. 

▪ System of Rice Intensification – it 
involves cultivating rice with as much 
organic manure as possible, starting with 
young seedlings planted singly at wider 
spacing in a square pattern; and with 
intermittent irrigation that keeps the soil 
moist but not inundated, and frequent 
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inter cultivation with weeder that actively 
aerates the soil. 

▪ Maharishi Vedic Organic Agriculture - is 
natural agriculture free from all poisonous 
fertilizers, pesticides and herbicides, 
grown by farmers enjoying Vedic 
consciousness.  

▪ Agnihotra farming - It is a process of 
purifying the atmosphere through a 
specially prepared fire performed at 
sunrise and sunset daily. It utilizes the 
combined effect of various factors 
involved in its science viz., burning of 
specific organic substances like cow's 
ghee, rice grains, twigs of plants like vata, 
audumbar, palaash, peempal and bael etc 
and thereby injecting the atmosphere with 
nutrients. 

▪ Amrutpani farming - invigorates the 
living soil and converts a dead soil into a 
living one. It is liquid manure prepared 
with ghee, honey, cow dung and water. It 
increases the soil fertility. 

Challenges to ZBNF 
▪ It is not completely with no cost as the 

wages of hired labour, imputed value of 
family labour, imputed rent over owned 
land, costs of maintaining cows and paid-
out costs on electricity and pump sets still 
exist. 

▪ There are no independent studies to 
validate the claims that ZBNF plots have a 
higher yield than non-ZBNF plots.  

▪ Organic matter deficiency is high in Indian 
soil which is a challenge, and these are also 
uneven geographically because of 
different terrain. 

▪ Eg - deficiency is 59% - nitrogen; 49% - 
phosphorus; 48% - potassium.  

▪ Micro – nutrients deficiency limits the 
yield capacity and disallow the full 
expression of other nutrients in the soil 
leading to an overall decline in fertility 

▪ Soil salinity 
▪ Soil acidity due to nutrient deficiencies or 

aluminium, manganese and iron toxicities. 
▪ Soil toxicity due to heavy metal pollution 

from industrial and municipal wastes or 
excessive application of fertilizers and 
pesticides. 

Way forward  
▪ Location-specific solutions to nurture soil 

health and sustain increases in soil 
fertility. 

▪ Soil test-based balanced fertilisation and 
integrated nutrient management methods 
combining organic manures (i.e., farm 
yard manure, compost, crop residues, bio 
fertilizers, green manure) with chemical 
fertilizers. 

▪ Check wind and water erosion of soils. 
▪ Innovative technologies to minimise 

physical degradation of soils due to 
waterlogging, flooding and crusting.  

▪ Improve the fertility of saline, acidic, 
alkaline and toxic soils by reclaiming them. 

6) India – Mexico bilateral 
relations 

▪ GS Paper II – International relations, 
bilateral relations, trade ties etc. 

Background  
▪ India and Mexico have similarities in geo-

climatic conditions, biodiversity, and 
people, cultural and family values, as well 
as European connections of the colonial 
era. Both are heirs to a great civilizational 
heritage the Mayan and Indus valley 
civilization and their respective contacts. 

▪ Mexico and India have had 69 years of 
diplomatic relations based on mutual 
interest and understanding.  

▪ Mexico was the first Latin America country 
to recognize India after Independence and 
establish diplomatic relations with India in 
1950. 

▪ Mexican wheat varieties used in Indo-
Mexican hybrids were the backbone of 
India´s Green Revolution in the sixties. 

▪ In 2007, a Privileged Partnership was 
established between both countries and 
we are now working towards a Strategic 
Partnership.  

Global platforms –   
▪ G -20 collaborations, climate action forum, 

WTO etc. Both the leaders recently met on 
the side-lines of the G-20  summit held at 
Hamburg on July 8, 2017.  

Bilateral trade and investment  
▪ Areas of cooperation –  
a) promote trade and investment in 

priority sectors;  
b) improve market access, for 

agricultural products;  
c) promote tourism; and  
d) Foster cooperation in areas such as 

energy, science and technology. 
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▪ Mexico has become India’s top trading 
partner in Latin America and it is the top 
investor from the region in India, while 
India is now for the first time among 
Mexico’s top 10 commercial partners. 

▪ Bilateral trade reached more than $10 
billion in 2018, four times what it was in 
2009. 

▪ Tourism can be developed as in 2018, 
Indians have been among the top 20 
visitors to Mexico, and Indian tourism to 
Mexico is exceeding that of many 
European countries.  

▪ Bilateral agreements & MOUs -  for 
Investment Promotion and Protection, 
Double Taxation Avoidance, Extradition, 
Administrative Assistance in Customs 
Matters, Air Services, S & T Co-operation, 
Space Cooperation, Promotion of 
Traditional Medicine, Tourism Promotion, 
Cultural Exchanges, etc. 

Cultural cooperation –  
▪ We have a shared value of social 

development and inclusion. 
▪ An agreement on cultural cooperation has 

been in existence since 1975 and 
cooperation activities are carried out 
through four-yearly ‘Programmes of 
Cultural Cooperation’ under the 
framework of this agreement. ICCR offers 
four scholarships to Mexicans every year. 
Collaboration in teaching Yoga, classical 
and Bollywood dances, sitar, tabla, Indian 
languages Hindi and Sanskrit and Indian 
cooking. 

Why in news? 
▪ A bilateral exchange between Indian and 

Mexico is due this week which represents 
an opportunity to strengthen this bilateral 
relationship. 

▪ Both the countries are working towards 
upgrading the privileged partnership into 
strategic partnership in the changing geo-
politics like crude prices, sea routes blue 
economy etc. 

▪ Future dialogues and collaborations are 
needed in the field of: 

a) Environmental concern 
b) Space exploration, 
c) Social perspective to the world of 

technology and innovation 
d) Advance to shape the global agenda so 

that it benefits our communities, their 
future and well-being. 

7) Minimum wages for 
MGNREGA 

▪ GS Paper III – Economy; economic 
development; labour force; rural 
development 

What is MGNREGA? 
▪ National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 

2005 later renamed as the "Mahatma 
Gandhi MGNREGA, is labour law and social 
security measure that aims to guarantee 
the 'right to work'. 

▪ It aims to enhance livelihood security in 
rural areas by providing at least 100 days 
of wage employment in a financial year to 
every household whose adult members 
volunteer to do unskilled manual work. 

Constitutional provisions 
▪ Article 41 - The State shall, within the 

limits of its economic capacity and 
development, make effective provision for 
securing the right to work, to education 
and to public assistance in cases of 
unemployment, old age, sickness and 
disablement, and in other cases of 
undeserved want 

▪ Article 43 - The State shall endeavour to 
secure, by suitable legislation or economic 
organisation or in any other way, to all 
workers, agricultural, industrial or 
otherwise, work, a living wage, conditions 
of work ensuring a decent standard of life 
and full enjoyment of leisure and social 
and cultural opportunities and, in 
particular, the State shall endeavour to 
promote cottage industries on an 
individual or co- operative basis in rural 
areas 

What is the issue? 
▪ The economy is facing a slowdown and 

two major reforms are undertaken to 
handle this: 

▪ Indexation of MGNREGA wages to the 
inflation – this will take care of the demand 
side slum especially very rural 
consumption expenditure 

▪ Reduction of corporation tax – this will 
boost the big investments in the economy. 

MGNREGA wages – an analysis 
1. MGNREGA wages are paid based on 

measurement of work done i.e. piece 
rate basis. 

2. Every State has its defined Schedule of 
Rates on the basis of which the work 



40 
 

output is defined and used to calculate 
the wages for MGNREGA beneficiaries. 

3. The actual wage payable is calculated 
based on the output of the worker. 

4. NREGA daily wages are to be indexed 
with an updated inflation index called 
the Consumer Price Index-Rural (CPI-R) 
instead of the older Consumer Price 
Index-Agricultural Labourers (CPI-AL). 

▪ The calculation of CPI-AL involved more 
food items in the consumption basket 
while the calculation of CPI-R involves 
more non-food items such as healthcare 
and education. Therefore CPI-R better 
reflects the rural consumption basket 
compared to CPI-AL. 

▪ The base wages to calculate these indexes 
is needed to be increased. 

▪ For example a 10% increase in wages in 
Kerala would be like at Rs. 271 per day, 
which is one of the highest in the country 
would become Rs. 298. A substantial 
increase in NREGA wages and subsequent 
indexation with CPI-R would be 
meaningful for the workers and the 
economy. 

▪ Fair Wages Committee of the Ministry of 
Labour (1949) noted - that a “living wage” 
should also include education, healthcare 
and insurance besides the bare essentials. 

▪ The Supreme Court in Sanjit Roy v. State of 
Rajasthan (1983) stated that paying less 
than minimum wages is akin to “forced 
labour”. 

▪ The Supreme Court in Workmen v. 
Management of Raptakos Brett (1991) 
asked the government to arrive at a moral 
“living wage” to ensure basic dignity of life. 

▪ The 7th pay commission – Rs. 692 to be a 
minimum living wages. 

1. Therefore ensuing a minimum living wage 
according to CPI – R and upgrading this 
pay-out is essential to boost consumption 
demand and rural development. 

2. This would lead to higher disposable 
income for the poor which in turn would 
have positive multiplier effects in the 
economy. 

3. Higher budgetary allocations and cutting 
down payment delays is very important 
and strengthening the state governments’ 
capacity to give out the wages. 

Widening inequality    
▪ Oxfam Inequality Report 2018 - the wealth 

of the richest 1% in India grew by Rs. 20.91 
lakh crore in a year which is equivalent to 
the 2017-18 Budget. 

▪ 2015 IMF report, “if the income share of 
the top 20% (the rich) increases, then GDP 
growth actually declines over the medium 
term”, while “an increase in the income 
share of the bottom 20% (the poor) is 
associated with higher GDP growth”. 

▪ Therefore it is important to focus on 
increasing the wage level and per capita 
income in the economy to bridge the 
inequality gap. 
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RSTV Big Picture 
 

1) Climate: time to act 
 CONTEXT – 
▪ The Prime Minister of India, gave a clarion 

call for a "global people's movement" at 
the United Nations General Assembly, to 
bring about a behavioural change to deal 
with climate change as he made a path-
breaking pledge to more than double 
India's non-fossil fuel target to 450 
gigawatts. 

▪ Though India and US have maintained a 
close friendship on various subjects like 
combating terrorism, the two nations 
differ when it comes to climate change. 
Withdrawal of US from the Paris climate 
deal and blaming India and China for it’s 
withdrawal highlights the differences the 
two countries have. 

INTRODUCTION – 
▪ Despite having 18% population, India 

consumes only 6% of the available 
resources. India is also responsible for 
improving the green cover by 1/3rd 
globally - NASA study says. Being a climate 
change conscious country, India even 
committed to increase our non-fossil fuel 
target by 450 GW by 2050. 

ANALYSIS- 
▪ Carbon tracker Initiative is an 

Independent International Organisation 
which evaluates the adequacy of the 
climate pledges made by the nations, 
particularly large countries with respect to 
their sufficiency or lack of it, in meeting the 
targets. 

▪ India is the only G20 country, whose 
pledge when evaluated by Carbon tracker 
Initiative was considered sufficient. 

▪ In the last 20 years, the awareness 
regarding climate change has risen and 
carbon trading was taken up as a possible 
step to decrease the carbon footprint; 
however the powerful lobbying prevented 
it from picking up. 

▪ Awareness through Youngsters and Teen 
Activists like Greta Thunberg is on the rise. 

  
INITIATIVES BY INDIA – 

▪ Though India’s Zero casualty approach 
should be lauded, more can be done with 
respect to preventing the loss and avoiding 
extreme weather events. 

▪ Integrated Energy resources of present 
times include a blend of renewable and 
non-renewable energies with emphasis on 
renewables should be considered. 

▪ Improved solar & wind energy capacity, 
and a future capacity target of 175GW 
(now 450GW). Schemes like Ujjwala and 
Global Collaborations like International 
Solar Alliance, which include countries 
lying between the Tropic of Cancer & 
Capricorn to tap into solar energy are 
some of the Steps taken by India. 

▪ CDRI can explore research on disaster 
resilient infrastructure. Integrated energy 
resources like hybrids, ethanol, e- vehicles 
need to be emphasised. 

CHALLENGES- 
▪  Among the Developed countries-US, 

Canada, Japan, Australia, China’s pledge is 
highly insufficient according to the carbon 
tracker initiative. 

▪ At the current rate of climate change going 
for 3-3.5 degree of temperature rise, better 
preparedness for extreme climate events, 
like floods, droughts is need of the hour. 

▪ Also, more research with ICAR, on the crop 
varieties with an increased uncertainty in 
rainfall and designing buildings for a 
hotter climate and infrastructure which is 
better equipped with resisting the 
disasters. 

▪ Research and Development for the 
replacement of fossil fuels and expanding 
India’s Energy basket should be the way to 
go. 

▪ The Recent Fall in prices of renewable 
energy may indicate a disruption in the 
renewable energy market, which could 
make it cheaper and profitable, in the near 
future.  

WAY FORWARD– 
▪ Curbing the use of Single use plastic, which 

contributes to the carbonation in more 
than one way. That is, the transportation 
costs also add to the carbon footprint. 
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▪ Find Localised, Quantifiable small 
initiatives which are practical and are 
easily traceable. Throughout the country, 
rather than concentrating on the 
awareness level, the climate change effects 
should be tackled at the local level. 

▪ Increase the Water Resources and develop 
more organic, localised water storage 
systems. The Emphasis should be on the 
actions and targets. 

▪ Addressing Climate Change has become a 
developmental challenge, rather than an 
environmental one. 

 

2) Income Tax E-Assessment 
CONTEXT –  
▪ Finance Minister recently inaugurated the 

Income Tax Department’s National E-
assessment Centre (NeAC), which will 
reduce face-to-face interaction between 
taxpayers and tax officials.  

▪ The setting up of NeAC is a step for better 
taxpayer service, reduction of taxpayer 
grievances in line with the Prime 
Minister’s vision of ‘Digital India’ and 
promotion of ease of doing business. 

Analysis – 
▪ E filing of tax returns has become popular, 

in recent times, with more than 15 million 
people filing for it in a span of few days. 

▪  This is the next level change which 
reduces human error in judgement of tax 
scrutiny, delay in refund and encourages 
better cash flow management by people.  

▪ Tax Avoidance is legal, however, Tax 
Evasion is not. The new system helps 
reduce this. 

▪ It can also impact corruption, in the tax 
official system, prevent human tendencies 
like biases, prejudices etc from impacting 
the Tax returns.  

▪ The alleged harassing and bullying of 
common people during the investigations 
by officials can also be checked. 

▪ National and Regional E-assessment 
centres are planned to be opened. NEAC 
will act as a coordinator between the tax 
assesse and tax assess unit (AU). Hence, 
there is no direct contact between the two.  

▪ There are also Technical unit and Review 
units, the former for any technical 
investigations needed in a case and the 

latter, for reviewing the Assessment made 
by AU. 

▪ The new system ensures faceless 
assessment. 

▪  It helps reduce time and increase 
transparency. 

CHALLENGES – 
▪ When there is a complete faceless 

interface, there might be certain hiccups, 
for example, it might lead to difficulty in 
conveying the nuances of individual cases.  

▪ The ease with which feedback which can 
go through the channel and the speed with 
which any grievances and false notices can 
be taken up and cleared out. 

▪ The digital literacy aspects and lack of 
technical knowledge in common public is 
one of the hurdles. 

▪ Digital Infrastructure should be sound, 
which was a major issue for the GST 
reform as well. To ensure easier transition, 
it should be well developed and 
implemented in phases. 

▪ Too much of Machine intervention and 
Digital interface can again affect in certain 
areas and not give the required results.  

▪ An optimum level of Human involvement 
is needed, with the Bureaucrats and 
officials having the minimum discretion at 
their disposal. 

▪ Exceptions to be taken care of are assesses 
with no PAN, Email ID and towns with 
limited connectivity. 

▪ If the E-Assessment and digitization is the 
future, the capacity in our databases and 
systems which have to be created is huge. 
Hence, IT infrastructure should be well 
developed. 

▪ The Reorientation and training will be 
needed for all Assessors and Tax 
departments to make them more 
comfortable with the new system. 

3) SMART Policing –  
Context – 
▪ The Vice President of India has stressed on 

the need to make policing and police 
station people centric and receptive.  

▪ Addressing a National Seminar on SMART 
policing, he suggested tapping the IT 
potential is essential in investigation and 
safety and security management.  

▪ He also emphasised on the need to address 
shortage of manpower, improving 
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transport and communication facilities 
and other aspects of police reforms as 
suggested by the Supreme Court. 

Analysis and Reforms needed– 
▪ The Prime Minister threw light on these 

reforms, when he unveiled the DGP 
Conference in Guwahati, 2014. 

Four major categories of reforms – 
1. sensitivity and responsiveness 
2. properly equipped with modern tools like 

forensics 
3. technology empowering police to speed up 

the investigation and reaching police 
services to the common people 

4. Training as an enabler. 
▪ The colonial legacy is a chokepoint for the 

police culture in aspects of  work ethic, 
loyalty and professional abilities. 

▪ Lack of training, effective confluence of 
political and police forces are few 
examples.  

▪ The Police Stations are ill-equipped. 
▪ Expenditure on Police reforms does not 

get high priority, in terms of financing and 
Budget allocation and is most of the times, 
given least preference. 

▪ On 1st January 2017: Police population 
ratio in India on an average throughout the 
country, was 151 per lakh against the 
sanctioned ratio of 193.  

▪ The number of women personnel also is 
less than 10% of the total strength.  

▪ 25-30% of vacancies presently in the State 
police force and 7-8% in central police 
forces. 

▪ UN recommends 222 policemen per lakh 
of population. 

▪ The Work ethic of our police system comes 
from the Police Act of 1861, which is rigid 
and has an image of being not citizen 
friendly and outdated with respect to 
using technology. It requires internal 
reforms at a large scale. 

▪ The crime rate has increased by 28% from 
2005 to 2018, but the conviction rate in 
IPC crimes in 2015 was only 47%. 

Chronology – 
▪ National Police Commission in 1861. 
▪ Padmanabha and Malimath Committees 
▪ Soli Sorabjee headed commission for 

Model Police Act 2006 
▪ Supreme court Prakash Singh case 

guidelines- 2005 
WAY Forward – 

▪ Real time Communication between 
departments and geographical places, 
Drone technology, Artificial intelligence, 
robotics and Big data analysis should all be 
incorporated for state of the art 
technology, to deal with threats of the 21st 
century. 

▪ One of the recommendations of the 
Supreme Court was to insulate the police 
force from the political interference and 
reduce the oversight to every possible 
political whim. 

▪ The Model police act was also 
implemented in only 17 states, in varying 
capacities. Hence, the reforms should 
happen at a legislative level and also 
financial level. 

▪ The Indian Police system runs on a shoe-
string budget, as 96-97% of budget is used 
up for the salaries and hardly any remains 
for maintenance and equipping the police. 

▪ Another primary target should be the 
initiatives regarding making the police 
more sensitive and citizen centric. 

The Model Police Act  
▪ The Model Act emphasized the need to 

have a professional police ‘service’ in a 
democratic society, which is efficient and 
responsive to the needs of the people and 
accountable to the Rule of Law. 

▪ The Act provided for social responsibilities 
of the police and emphasizes that the 
police would be governed by the principles 
of impartiality and human rights norms, 
with special attention to the protection of 
weaker sections.  

▪ It also emphasizes improved service 
conditions and functional autonomy, 
giving priority to accountability and 
professionalism.  



44 
 

References  
POLITY: 
▪ 1)https://www.popcouncil.org/research/

india-comprehensive-national-nutrition-
survey 

▪ https://www.globalhungerindex.org/indi
a.html 

▪ https://www.thehindu.com/todays-
paper/tp-national/rural-children-
breastfed-more-
survey/article29622334.ece 

▪ 2)https://www.familylives.org.uk/advice
/divorce-and-separation/shared-
parenting-and-contact/what-is-shared-
parenting/  

▪ https://www.thehindu.com/todays-
paper/a-child-has-right-to-affection-of-
parents/article29632058.ece 

▪ 3)https://www.business-
standard.com/about/what-is-public-
safety-act-psa  

▪ https://www.thehindu.com/todays-
paper/tp-national/four-psa-detainees-
released-in-kashmir/article29651638.ece 

▪ 4)https://www.humanrightsinitiative.org
/download/Fact%20sheet%20-
%20women%20police.pdf  

▪ 5)https://www.thehindu.com/todays-
paper/tp-national/rti-violations-go-
unpunished-says-
study/article29662629.ece 

 
Environment  
▪ 1)https://www.c40.org/events/the-

2019-c40-world-mayors-summit-in-
copenhagen 

▪  
▪ 2)https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news

/air/advanced-air-pollution-warning-
system-to-predict-stubble-burning-areas-
near-delhi-67143 

▪ https://pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintRelease.
aspx?relid=184201 

▪ 3)https://www.livemint.com/opinion/on
line-views/opinion-a-green-wall-of-india-
is-a-truly-well-inspired-idea-
11570638911747.html  

▪ https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/indi
a/government-plans-1400km-long-great-
green-wall-of-
india/articleshow/71496260.cms  

▪ 4)https://www.thehindu.com/sci-
tech/energy-and-environment/india-to-
work-with-china-pakistan-to-gauge-
impact-of-climate-
change/article29620759.ece  

▪ https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/c
limate-change/himalayan-meltdown-
hindu-kush-himalayan-region-warming-
faster-than-global-average-63078 

 
Economy 
▪ 1)https://www.thehindu.com/business/

Economy/time-to-have-separate-deposit-
insurance-for-sb-fd-
accounts/article29620716.ece 

▪ https://www.dicgc.org.in/AU_Profile.htm
l 

2)https://www.thehindu.com/business/in
dia-ranks-68th-on-global-
competitiveness-index-singapore-on-
top/article29623469.ece 

▪ 3)https://www.thehindu.com/business/i
ndia-rejects-rcep-e-commerce-
chapter/article29659912.ece 

▪ https://cmie.com/kommon/bin/sr.php?k
all=warticle&dt=2019-10-
09%2011:54:27&msec=170&ver=pf 

▪ https://www.thehindu.com/business/ind
ia-rejects-rcep-e-commerce-
chapter/article29659912.ece 

▪ 4)https://www.thehindu.com/business/I
ndustry/reliance-jio-to-charge-users-6-
paise-per-minute-for-voice-calls-to-other-
mobile-networks/article29627143.ece 

https://main.trai.gov.in/about-us/history 
 
IR  
▪ 1)https://pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintReleas

e.aspx?relid=193628 
▪ http://maritimeindia.org/View%20Profil

e/636602941847320911.pdf 
▪ 2)https://www.thehindu.com/news/nati

onal/india-starts-sharing-maritime-
data/article29611936.ece 

▪ 3)https://pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintReleas
e.aspx?relid=193750 

▪ https://www.livemint.com/ 
▪ 4)https://www.thehindu.com/news/citie

s/chennai/narendra-modi-chinese-
president-xi-jinping-meet-in-
mamallapuram-day-2-live-
updates/article29664294.ece 

▪ https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/
chennai/mamallapurams-chinese-links-

https://www.popcouncil.org/research/india-comprehensive-national-nutrition-survey
https://www.popcouncil.org/research/india-comprehensive-national-nutrition-survey
https://www.popcouncil.org/research/india-comprehensive-national-nutrition-survey
https://www.globalhungerindex.org/india.html
https://www.globalhungerindex.org/india.html
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/rural-children-breastfed-more-survey/article29622334.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/rural-children-breastfed-more-survey/article29622334.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/rural-children-breastfed-more-survey/article29622334.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/rural-children-breastfed-more-survey/article29622334.ece
https://www.familylives.org.uk/advice/divorce-and-separation/shared-parenting-and-contact/what-is-shared-parenting/
https://www.familylives.org.uk/advice/divorce-and-separation/shared-parenting-and-contact/what-is-shared-parenting/
https://www.familylives.org.uk/advice/divorce-and-separation/shared-parenting-and-contact/what-is-shared-parenting/
https://www.familylives.org.uk/advice/divorce-and-separation/shared-parenting-and-contact/what-is-shared-parenting/
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/a-child-has-right-to-affection-of-parents/article29632058.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/a-child-has-right-to-affection-of-parents/article29632058.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/a-child-has-right-to-affection-of-parents/article29632058.ece
https://www.business-standard.com/about/what-is-public-safety-act-psa
https://www.business-standard.com/about/what-is-public-safety-act-psa
https://www.business-standard.com/about/what-is-public-safety-act-psa
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/four-psa-detainees-released-in-kashmir/article29651638.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/four-psa-detainees-released-in-kashmir/article29651638.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/four-psa-detainees-released-in-kashmir/article29651638.ece
https://www.humanrightsinitiative.org/download/Fact%20sheet%20-%20women%20police.pdf
https://www.humanrightsinitiative.org/download/Fact%20sheet%20-%20women%20police.pdf
https://www.humanrightsinitiative.org/download/Fact%20sheet%20-%20women%20police.pdf
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/rti-violations-go-unpunished-says-study/article29662629.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/rti-violations-go-unpunished-says-study/article29662629.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/rti-violations-go-unpunished-says-study/article29662629.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/rti-violations-go-unpunished-says-study/article29662629.ece
https://www.c40.org/events/the-2019-c40-world-mayors-summit-in-copenhagen
https://www.c40.org/events/the-2019-c40-world-mayors-summit-in-copenhagen
https://www.c40.org/events/the-2019-c40-world-mayors-summit-in-copenhagen
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/air/advanced-air-pollution-warning-system-to-predict-stubble-burning-areas-near-delhi-67143
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/air/advanced-air-pollution-warning-system-to-predict-stubble-burning-areas-near-delhi-67143
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/air/advanced-air-pollution-warning-system-to-predict-stubble-burning-areas-near-delhi-67143
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/air/advanced-air-pollution-warning-system-to-predict-stubble-burning-areas-near-delhi-67143
https://pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=184201
https://pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=184201
https://www.livemint.com/opinion/online-views/opinion-a-green-wall-of-india-is-a-truly-well-inspired-idea-11570638911747.html
https://www.livemint.com/opinion/online-views/opinion-a-green-wall-of-india-is-a-truly-well-inspired-idea-11570638911747.html
https://www.livemint.com/opinion/online-views/opinion-a-green-wall-of-india-is-a-truly-well-inspired-idea-11570638911747.html
https://www.livemint.com/opinion/online-views/opinion-a-green-wall-of-india-is-a-truly-well-inspired-idea-11570638911747.html
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/government-plans-1400km-long-great-green-wall-of-india/articleshow/71496260.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/government-plans-1400km-long-great-green-wall-of-india/articleshow/71496260.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/government-plans-1400km-long-great-green-wall-of-india/articleshow/71496260.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/government-plans-1400km-long-great-green-wall-of-india/articleshow/71496260.cms
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/india-to-work-with-china-pakistan-to-gauge-impact-of-climate-change/article29620759.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/india-to-work-with-china-pakistan-to-gauge-impact-of-climate-change/article29620759.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/india-to-work-with-china-pakistan-to-gauge-impact-of-climate-change/article29620759.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/india-to-work-with-china-pakistan-to-gauge-impact-of-climate-change/article29620759.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/india-to-work-with-china-pakistan-to-gauge-impact-of-climate-change/article29620759.ece
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/climate-change/himalayan-meltdown-hindu-kush-himalayan-region-warming-faster-than-global-average-63078
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/climate-change/himalayan-meltdown-hindu-kush-himalayan-region-warming-faster-than-global-average-63078
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/climate-change/himalayan-meltdown-hindu-kush-himalayan-region-warming-faster-than-global-average-63078
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/climate-change/himalayan-meltdown-hindu-kush-himalayan-region-warming-faster-than-global-average-63078
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/time-to-have-separate-deposit-insurance-for-sb-fd-accounts/article29620716.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/time-to-have-separate-deposit-insurance-for-sb-fd-accounts/article29620716.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/time-to-have-separate-deposit-insurance-for-sb-fd-accounts/article29620716.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/time-to-have-separate-deposit-insurance-for-sb-fd-accounts/article29620716.ece
https://www.dicgc.org.in/AU_Profile.html
https://www.dicgc.org.in/AU_Profile.html
https://www.thehindu.com/business/india-ranks-68th-on-global-competitiveness-index-singapore-on-top/article29623469.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/india-ranks-68th-on-global-competitiveness-index-singapore-on-top/article29623469.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/india-ranks-68th-on-global-competitiveness-index-singapore-on-top/article29623469.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/india-ranks-68th-on-global-competitiveness-index-singapore-on-top/article29623469.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/india-rejects-rcep-e-commerce-chapter/article29659912.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/india-rejects-rcep-e-commerce-chapter/article29659912.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/india-rejects-rcep-e-commerce-chapter/article29659912.ece
https://cmie.com/kommon/bin/sr.php?kall=warticle&dt=2019-10-09%2011:54:27&msec=170&ver=pf
https://cmie.com/kommon/bin/sr.php?kall=warticle&dt=2019-10-09%2011:54:27&msec=170&ver=pf
https://cmie.com/kommon/bin/sr.php?kall=warticle&dt=2019-10-09%2011:54:27&msec=170&ver=pf
https://www.thehindu.com/business/india-rejects-rcep-e-commerce-chapter/article29659912.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/india-rejects-rcep-e-commerce-chapter/article29659912.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/india-rejects-rcep-e-commerce-chapter/article29659912.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/reliance-jio-to-charge-users-6-paise-per-minute-for-voice-calls-to-other-mobile-networks/article29627143.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/reliance-jio-to-charge-users-6-paise-per-minute-for-voice-calls-to-other-mobile-networks/article29627143.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/reliance-jio-to-charge-users-6-paise-per-minute-for-voice-calls-to-other-mobile-networks/article29627143.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/reliance-jio-to-charge-users-6-paise-per-minute-for-voice-calls-to-other-mobile-networks/article29627143.ece
https://main.trai.gov.in/about-us/history
https://pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=193628
https://pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=193628
http://maritimeindia.org/View%20Profile/636602941847320911.pdf
http://maritimeindia.org/View%20Profile/636602941847320911.pdf
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-starts-sharing-maritime-data/article29611936.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-starts-sharing-maritime-data/article29611936.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-starts-sharing-maritime-data/article29611936.ece
https://pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=193750
https://pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=193750
https://www.livemint.com/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/narendra-modi-chinese-president-xi-jinping-meet-in-mamallapuram-day-2-live-updates/article29664294.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/narendra-modi-chinese-president-xi-jinping-meet-in-mamallapuram-day-2-live-updates/article29664294.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/narendra-modi-chinese-president-xi-jinping-meet-in-mamallapuram-day-2-live-updates/article29664294.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/narendra-modi-chinese-president-xi-jinping-meet-in-mamallapuram-day-2-live-updates/article29664294.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/narendra-modi-chinese-president-xi-jinping-meet-in-mamallapuram-day-2-live-updates/article29664294.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/mamallapurams-chinese-links-set-to-give-a-fillip-to-modi-xi-summit/article29614719.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/mamallapurams-chinese-links-set-to-give-a-fillip-to-modi-xi-summit/article29614719.ece


45 
 

set-to-give-a-fillip-to-modi-xi-
summit/article29614719.ece 

▪ https://www.ndtv.com/india-
news/india-gets-3-sister-cities-in-china-
and-one-sister-province-763295 

 
S&T 
▪ 1)https://www.thehindu.com/sci-

tech/science/india-is-home-to-asias-
oldest-bamboo/article29605048.ece 

▪ 2)https://www.thehindu.com/sci-
tech/science/igib-finds-a-protein-with-
better-precision-in-gene-
editing/article29605104.ece 

▪ https://www.yourgenome.org/facts/wha
t-is-crispr-cas9 

▪ 4)https://theprint.in/defence/rafale-
fighters-game-changing-dream-machines-
iaf/302255/ 

▪ https://www.thehindu.com/news/nation
al/india-receives-first-rafale-fighter-jet-
from-france/article29618964.ece 

▪ 5)https://www.thehindu.com/news/nati
onal/gemini-system-to-aid-
fishermen/article29629523.ece 

▪ 6)https://www.thehindu.com/todays-
paper/tp-opinion/towards-a-strategic-
partnership/article29622303.ece  

▪ https://mea.gov.in/Portal/ForeignRelatio
n/Mexico-
India_Relations_October_2017.pdf  

▪ 7)https://www.thehindu.com/todays-
paper/tp-opinion/the-minimum-wage-
solution/article29631769.ece 

▪ https://nrega.nic.in/netnrega/circular_ne
w.aspx 

▪ 8)https://www.ndtv.com/delhi-
news/world-mental-health-day-2019-
delhi-metro-starts-nevergiveup-
campaign-to-spread-awareness-over-
suicid-2114958  

https://www.who.int/mental_health/world
-mental-health-day/en/ 

 
 
 
Nobel Prize 
▪ 1)https://www.britannica.com/topic/No

bel-Prize 
▪ https://www.nobelprize.org/ 
▪ 2)https://www.thehindu.com/sci-

tech/science/james-peebles-michel-

mayor-and-didier-queloz-get-nobel-prize-
for-physics/article29617873.ece 

▪ 3)https://www.thehindu.com/sci-
tech/science/three-scientists-share-
chemistry-nobel-for-developing-lithium-
ion-batteries/article29625933.ece 

▪ 4)https://www.thehindu.com/sci-
tech/science/three-scientists-share-
medicine-nobel-for-discovery-of-how-
cells-sense-and-adapt-to-
oxygen/article29615073.ece 

▪ 5)https://www.washingtonpost.com/wor
ld/2019/10/11/why-eritrea-didnt-win-
nobel-its-peace-accord-when-ethiopia-
did/ 

▪ https://www.thehindu.com/news/intern
ational/ethiopian-pm-abiy-ahmed-ali-
wins-peace-nobel/article29655551.ece 

▪ 6)https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/lit
erature/2019/press-release/ 

PIB 
▪ Source  
▪ 1)https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.as

px?PRID=1586653 
▪ https://www.incometaxindia.gov.in/Page

s/about-us/central-board-of-direct-
taxation.aspx 

▪ https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx
?PRID=1586653 

▪ 2)https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.as
px?PRID=1586653 

▪ 3)https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.as
px?PRID=1587450 

▪ 4)https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.as
px?PRID=1587450 

▪ http://www.pmkisan.gov.in/ 
▪ 5)https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.as

px?PRID=1587450/ 
▪ https://www.iictf.in/?AspxAutoDetect

CookieSupport=1#divKeyFocusArea 
▪ 6)https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.as

px?PRID=1587450/ 
▪ https://www.msde.gov.in/assets/images

/sankalp/note.pdf 
▪ 7)https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.as

px?PRID=1587450 
▪ https://extranet.who.int/sph/news/13th

-general-programme-work-gpw13 
▪ 8)https://pib.gov.in/newsite/erelease.as

px 
▪ 9)https://pib.gov.in/newsite/erelease.as

px 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/mamallapurams-chinese-links-set-to-give-a-fillip-to-modi-xi-summit/article29614719.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/mamallapurams-chinese-links-set-to-give-a-fillip-to-modi-xi-summit/article29614719.ece
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/india-gets-3-sister-cities-in-china-and-one-sister-province-763295
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/india-gets-3-sister-cities-in-china-and-one-sister-province-763295
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/india-gets-3-sister-cities-in-china-and-one-sister-province-763295
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/india-is-home-to-asias-oldest-bamboo/article29605048.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/india-is-home-to-asias-oldest-bamboo/article29605048.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/india-is-home-to-asias-oldest-bamboo/article29605048.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/igib-finds-a-protein-with-better-precision-in-gene-editing/article29605104.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/igib-finds-a-protein-with-better-precision-in-gene-editing/article29605104.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/igib-finds-a-protein-with-better-precision-in-gene-editing/article29605104.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/igib-finds-a-protein-with-better-precision-in-gene-editing/article29605104.ece
https://www.yourgenome.org/facts/what-is-crispr-cas9
https://www.yourgenome.org/facts/what-is-crispr-cas9
https://theprint.in/defence/rafale-fighters-game-changing-dream-machines-iaf/302255/
https://theprint.in/defence/rafale-fighters-game-changing-dream-machines-iaf/302255/
https://theprint.in/defence/rafale-fighters-game-changing-dream-machines-iaf/302255/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-receives-first-rafale-fighter-jet-from-france/article29618964.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-receives-first-rafale-fighter-jet-from-france/article29618964.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-receives-first-rafale-fighter-jet-from-france/article29618964.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/gemini-system-to-aid-fishermen/article29629523.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/gemini-system-to-aid-fishermen/article29629523.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/gemini-system-to-aid-fishermen/article29629523.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/towards-a-strategic-partnership/article29622303.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/towards-a-strategic-partnership/article29622303.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/towards-a-strategic-partnership/article29622303.ece
https://mea.gov.in/Portal/ForeignRelation/Mexico-India_Relations_October_2017.pdf
https://mea.gov.in/Portal/ForeignRelation/Mexico-India_Relations_October_2017.pdf
https://mea.gov.in/Portal/ForeignRelation/Mexico-India_Relations_October_2017.pdf
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-minimum-wage-solution/article29631769.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-minimum-wage-solution/article29631769.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-minimum-wage-solution/article29631769.ece
https://nrega.nic.in/netnrega/circular_new.aspx
https://nrega.nic.in/netnrega/circular_new.aspx
https://www.ndtv.com/delhi-news/world-mental-health-day-2019-delhi-metro-starts-nevergiveup-campaign-to-spread-awareness-over-suicid-2114958
https://www.ndtv.com/delhi-news/world-mental-health-day-2019-delhi-metro-starts-nevergiveup-campaign-to-spread-awareness-over-suicid-2114958
https://www.ndtv.com/delhi-news/world-mental-health-day-2019-delhi-metro-starts-nevergiveup-campaign-to-spread-awareness-over-suicid-2114958
https://www.ndtv.com/delhi-news/world-mental-health-day-2019-delhi-metro-starts-nevergiveup-campaign-to-spread-awareness-over-suicid-2114958
https://www.ndtv.com/delhi-news/world-mental-health-day-2019-delhi-metro-starts-nevergiveup-campaign-to-spread-awareness-over-suicid-2114958
https://www.who.int/mental_health/world-mental-health-day/en/
https://www.who.int/mental_health/world-mental-health-day/en/
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Nobel-Prize
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Nobel-Prize
https://www.nobelprize.org/
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/james-peebles-michel-mayor-and-didier-queloz-get-nobel-prize-for-physics/article29617873.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/james-peebles-michel-mayor-and-didier-queloz-get-nobel-prize-for-physics/article29617873.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/james-peebles-michel-mayor-and-didier-queloz-get-nobel-prize-for-physics/article29617873.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/james-peebles-michel-mayor-and-didier-queloz-get-nobel-prize-for-physics/article29617873.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/three-scientists-share-chemistry-nobel-for-developing-lithium-ion-batteries/article29625933.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/three-scientists-share-chemistry-nobel-for-developing-lithium-ion-batteries/article29625933.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/three-scientists-share-chemistry-nobel-for-developing-lithium-ion-batteries/article29625933.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/three-scientists-share-chemistry-nobel-for-developing-lithium-ion-batteries/article29625933.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/three-scientists-share-medicine-nobel-for-discovery-of-how-cells-sense-and-adapt-to-oxygen/article29615073.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/three-scientists-share-medicine-nobel-for-discovery-of-how-cells-sense-and-adapt-to-oxygen/article29615073.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/three-scientists-share-medicine-nobel-for-discovery-of-how-cells-sense-and-adapt-to-oxygen/article29615073.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/three-scientists-share-medicine-nobel-for-discovery-of-how-cells-sense-and-adapt-to-oxygen/article29615073.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/three-scientists-share-medicine-nobel-for-discovery-of-how-cells-sense-and-adapt-to-oxygen/article29615073.ece
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2019/10/11/why-eritrea-didnt-win-nobel-its-peace-accord-when-ethiopia-did/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2019/10/11/why-eritrea-didnt-win-nobel-its-peace-accord-when-ethiopia-did/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2019/10/11/why-eritrea-didnt-win-nobel-its-peace-accord-when-ethiopia-did/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2019/10/11/why-eritrea-didnt-win-nobel-its-peace-accord-when-ethiopia-did/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/ethiopian-pm-abiy-ahmed-ali-wins-peace-nobel/article29655551.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/ethiopian-pm-abiy-ahmed-ali-wins-peace-nobel/article29655551.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/ethiopian-pm-abiy-ahmed-ali-wins-peace-nobel/article29655551.ece
https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/literature/2019/press-release/
https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/literature/2019/press-release/
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1586653
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1586653
https://www.incometaxindia.gov.in/Pages/about-us/central-board-of-direct-taxation.aspx
https://www.incometaxindia.gov.in/Pages/about-us/central-board-of-direct-taxation.aspx
https://www.incometaxindia.gov.in/Pages/about-us/central-board-of-direct-taxation.aspx
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1586653
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1586653
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1586653
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1586653
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1587450
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1587450
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1587450
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1587450
http://www.pmkisan.gov.in/
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1587450
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1587450
https://www.iictf.in/?AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1#divKeyFocusArea
https://www.iictf.in/?AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1#divKeyFocusArea
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1587450
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1587450
https://www.msde.gov.in/assets/images/sankalp/note.pdf
https://www.msde.gov.in/assets/images/sankalp/note.pdf
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1587450
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1587450
https://extranet.who.int/sph/news/13th-general-programme-work-gpw13
https://extranet.who.int/sph/news/13th-general-programme-work-gpw13
https://pib.gov.in/newsite/erelease.aspx
https://pib.gov.in/newsite/erelease.aspx
https://pib.gov.in/newsite/erelease.aspx
https://pib.gov.in/newsite/erelease.aspx


46 
 

▪ 10)https://pib.gov.in/newsite/erelease.a
spx 

▪ https://www.nhp.gov.in/kayakalp-
swacchta-guidelines-for-public-health-
facilities_pg 

▪ 11)https://pib.gov.in/newsite/erelease.a
spx 

▪ 12)https://pib.gov.in/newsite/erelease.a
spx 

▪ https://aajeevika.gov.in/content/welcom
e-deendayal-antyodaya-yojana-nrlm 

13)https://pib.gov.in/newsite/erelease.asp
x 

AIR news 
▪ 1)http://newsonair.com/Audio-Archive-

Search.aspx 
▪ https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx

?PRID=1587450/ 
HINDU Editorials 
▪ 1)https://www.thehindu.com/news/nati

onal/how-will-purchases-from-russia-
affect-india-us-ties/article29606117.ece 

▪ https://idsa.in/idsacomments/indo-us-
defence-partnership-srchinoy-260620 

▪ http://roe.ru/eng/catalog/air-defence-
systems/air-defense-systems-and-
mounts/s-400-triumf/ 

▪ 2)https://prsindia.org/sites/default/files
/bill_files/Citizenship%20%28A%29%20
Bill%2C%202019%20as%20passed%20b
y%20LS.pdf 

▪ https://www.thehindu.com/news/nation
al/does-the-citizenship-amendment-bill-
go-against-article-14-of-the-
constitution/article29605976.ece 

▪ https://www.prsindia.org/billtrack/the-
citizenship-amendment-bill-2016-4348 

▪ 3)https://www.thehindu.com/todays-
paper/tp-opinion/a-road-to-economic-
revival-runs-through-
agriculture/article29613180.ece 

▪ 4)http://www.lawcommissionofindia.nic.
in/reports/CP-on-Sedition.pdf 

▪ https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-
ed/criticism-is-not-
sedition/article29611491.ece 

▪ 5)http://agritech.tnau.ac.in/org_farm/org
farm_miscellaneous.htmlhttps://www.the
hindu.com/opinion/lead/stirring-up-the-
truth-about-zbnf/article29620843.ece 

▪ 6)https://www.thehindu.com/todays-
paper/tp-opinion/towards-a-strategic-
partnership/article29622303.ece  

▪ https://mea.gov.in/Portal/ForeignRelatio
n/Mexico-
India_Relations_October_2017.pdf  

▪ 7)https://www.thehindu.com/todays-
paper/tp-opinion/the-minimum-wage-
solution/article29631769.ece 

▪ https://nrega.nic.in/netnrega/circular_ne
w.aspx 

 

https://pib.gov.in/newsite/erelease.aspx
https://pib.gov.in/newsite/erelease.aspx
https://www.nhp.gov.in/kayakalp-swacchta-guidelines-for-public-health-facilities_pg
https://www.nhp.gov.in/kayakalp-swacchta-guidelines-for-public-health-facilities_pg
https://www.nhp.gov.in/kayakalp-swacchta-guidelines-for-public-health-facilities_pg
https://pib.gov.in/newsite/erelease.aspx
https://pib.gov.in/newsite/erelease.aspx
https://pib.gov.in/newsite/erelease.aspx
https://pib.gov.in/newsite/erelease.aspx
https://aajeevika.gov.in/content/welcome-deendayal-antyodaya-yojana-nrlm
https://aajeevika.gov.in/content/welcome-deendayal-antyodaya-yojana-nrlm
https://pib.gov.in/newsite/erelease.aspx
https://pib.gov.in/newsite/erelease.aspx
http://newsonair.com/Audio-Archive-Search.aspx
http://newsonair.com/Audio-Archive-Search.aspx
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1587450
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1587450
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/how-will-purchases-from-russia-affect-india-us-ties/article29606117.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/how-will-purchases-from-russia-affect-india-us-ties/article29606117.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/how-will-purchases-from-russia-affect-india-us-ties/article29606117.ece
https://idsa.in/idsacomments/indo-us-defence-partnership-srchinoy-260620
https://idsa.in/idsacomments/indo-us-defence-partnership-srchinoy-260620
http://roe.ru/eng/catalog/air-defence-systems/air-defense-systems-and-mounts/s-400-triumf/
http://roe.ru/eng/catalog/air-defence-systems/air-defense-systems-and-mounts/s-400-triumf/
http://roe.ru/eng/catalog/air-defence-systems/air-defense-systems-and-mounts/s-400-triumf/
https://prsindia.org/sites/default/files/bill_files/Citizenship%20%28A%29%20Bill%2C%202019%20as%20passed%20by%20LS.pdf
https://prsindia.org/sites/default/files/bill_files/Citizenship%20%28A%29%20Bill%2C%202019%20as%20passed%20by%20LS.pdf
https://prsindia.org/sites/default/files/bill_files/Citizenship%20%28A%29%20Bill%2C%202019%20as%20passed%20by%20LS.pdf
https://prsindia.org/sites/default/files/bill_files/Citizenship%20%28A%29%20Bill%2C%202019%20as%20passed%20by%20LS.pdf
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/does-the-citizenship-amendment-bill-go-against-article-14-of-the-constitution/article29605976.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/does-the-citizenship-amendment-bill-go-against-article-14-of-the-constitution/article29605976.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/does-the-citizenship-amendment-bill-go-against-article-14-of-the-constitution/article29605976.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/does-the-citizenship-amendment-bill-go-against-article-14-of-the-constitution/article29605976.ece
https://www.prsindia.org/billtrack/the-citizenship-amendment-bill-2016-4348
https://www.prsindia.org/billtrack/the-citizenship-amendment-bill-2016-4348
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/a-road-to-economic-revival-runs-through-agriculture/article29613180.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/a-road-to-economic-revival-runs-through-agriculture/article29613180.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/a-road-to-economic-revival-runs-through-agriculture/article29613180.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/a-road-to-economic-revival-runs-through-agriculture/article29613180.ece
http://www.lawcommissionofindia.nic.in/reports/CP-on-Sedition.pdf
http://www.lawcommissionofindia.nic.in/reports/CP-on-Sedition.pdf
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/criticism-is-not-sedition/article29611491.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/criticism-is-not-sedition/article29611491.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/criticism-is-not-sedition/article29611491.ece
http://agritech.tnau.ac.in/org_farm/orgfarm_miscellaneous.htmlhttps:/www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/stirring-up-the-truth-about-zbnf/article29620843.ece
http://agritech.tnau.ac.in/org_farm/orgfarm_miscellaneous.htmlhttps:/www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/stirring-up-the-truth-about-zbnf/article29620843.ece
http://agritech.tnau.ac.in/org_farm/orgfarm_miscellaneous.htmlhttps:/www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/stirring-up-the-truth-about-zbnf/article29620843.ece
http://agritech.tnau.ac.in/org_farm/orgfarm_miscellaneous.htmlhttps:/www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/stirring-up-the-truth-about-zbnf/article29620843.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/towards-a-strategic-partnership/article29622303.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/towards-a-strategic-partnership/article29622303.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/towards-a-strategic-partnership/article29622303.ece
https://mea.gov.in/Portal/ForeignRelation/Mexico-India_Relations_October_2017.pdf
https://mea.gov.in/Portal/ForeignRelation/Mexico-India_Relations_October_2017.pdf
https://mea.gov.in/Portal/ForeignRelation/Mexico-India_Relations_October_2017.pdf
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-minimum-wage-solution/article29631769.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-minimum-wage-solution/article29631769.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-minimum-wage-solution/article29631769.ece
https://nrega.nic.in/netnrega/circular_new.aspx
https://nrega.nic.in/netnrega/circular_new.aspx

