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News @ a glance 
 

Polity & Social Issues 
 

NRC for Tripura 
What’s in the news? 

 The Supreme Court issued a notice, to 
update the NRC of Tripura, as is being 
done in Assam. This is to detect and deport 
the “illegal immigrants” from Bangladesh. 

National Register of Citizens, 1951 
 The National Register of Citizens (NRC) is 

a document prepared by the Government 
which contains names of Indian citizens. 

 The updating of the NRC is a periodical 
process. It requires to be updated at 
regular intervals so as to ensure proper 
documentation of the citizens as well as to 
check possible illegal migration. 

 The Register is meant to establish the 
credentials of a bona fide citizen as 
distinguished from a foreigner. 

What is the issue with Assam? 
 In Assam, the updating of NRC could not 

be carried out since 1951 due to several 
political compulsions. 

 The Assam Movement in 1980’s, the 
language Movement and such other 
identity movements fought on ethnic lines 
have heavily impinged on the system of 
governance in the state thereby leading to 
a stalemate on the NRC updating issue. 

 After five decades of the stalemate, the 
present government has initiated steps to 
update the NRC under the direct 
supervision of the Hon’ble Supreme Court 
of India. 

What is the Assam Accord? 
 Assam witnessed a range of law and order 

problems and political turbulence driven 
by the anti-foreigner’s movement, in the 
early 1980s. 

 Responding to this, the Assam Accord 
(1985) was signed by the Centre and the 
All Assam Students’ Union (AASU). 

 Accordingly, those foreigners who had 
entered Assam between 1951 and 1961 
were to be given full citizenship, including 
the right to vote. 

 The entrants between 1961 and 1971 
were to be denied voting rights for ten 
years but would enjoy all other rights of 
citizenship. 

 Anyone who entered the state without 
documents after March 24, 1971 will be 
declared a foreigner and were to be 
deported. 

What is the issue with Tripura? 
 The influx of illegal immigrants into 

Tripura is seen as a huge threat as it 
violates the political rights of the citizens 
of Tripura. 

 Uncontrolled influx of illegal migrants 
from Bangladesh to Tripura has caused 
huge demographic changes in Tripura. 

 Tripura was a predominantly tribal State, 
but now it has become a non-tribal State, 
indigenous people who were once the 
majority have now become a minority in 
their own land. 

 

‘CVigil’ on the trail of poll fraudsters 
What is CVigil? 

 “CVigil” mobile application has been 
launched by Election Commission of India, 
for citizens to share proof of malpractices 
and violation of the moral code of conduct 
by the political parties, the candidates and 
the activists. 

 It provides facilities for uploading the geo-
tagged photographic and video evidence, 
which can also be done without disclosing 
the sender’s identity. 

 The evidence will be sent to the control 
room, which will then alert the field units 
and flying squads for immediate action. 

What is MCC? 
 These are the guidelines issued by the 

Election Commission of India for conduct 
of political parties and candidates during 
elections mainly with respect to speeches, 
polling day, polling booths, election 
manifestos, processions and general 
conduct. 
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 To ensure free and fair elections. 
 The Model Code of Conduct comes into 

force immediately on announcement of 
the election schedule by the commission. 

 The Code remains in force till the end of 
the electoral process. 

 The code does not have any specific 
statutory back up.  

Why in news? 
 CVigil app would be available for use 

soon after the notification of polls in 
five States namely Madhya Pradesh, 
Chhattisgarh, Telangana, Rajasthan 
and Mizoram. 

 

Sextortion 
Why in news? 

 ‘Sextortion', a cybercrime which has been 

observed in the West, has officially arrived 

in India. 
What does it mean? 

 It is a form of cybercrime where citizens, 

who visited pornographic websites, found 

themselves being threatened of exposure 

by unknown persons who has managed to 

get hold of their online history and 

compromising data. 

 This kind of blackmail has been reported 

multiple times in Mumbai over the last 

two months 

How is it done? 

 Cyber police officers said that sextortion is 

done using various methods.  

 One modus operandi consists of chatting 

with an unsuspecting victim posing as a 

girl and getting them to send 

compromising pictures of themselves, 

which are then used for blackmail.  

 Another involves placing links on 

pornographic websites which, if clicked 

on, record the victim's activities.  

 A particularly serious form of sextortion 

also includes extorting sexual favours 

from the victim instead of money, officials 

said. 

Way forward: 
 The police officials are investigating the 

crime and now want people to be aware of 
such threats happening in internet. 

 

Sabarimala issue in stalemate 
Why in news? 

 Right from Supreme Court verdict on 

permitting women to enter into 

Sabarimala came up there have been many 

protests and review petitions coming up 

causing a stalemate in Kerala. 

Supreme Court’s reasoning: 
 Tagging a woman’s right to enter the 

famous Sabarimala temple with her 

menstrual cycle is unreasonable. 

 There is no concept of private mandirs 

(temples). Once a temple is opened, 

everybody can go and offer prayers there. 

Nobody, man or woman, can be excluded. 

 Sabarimala temple drew funds from the 

Consolidated Fund, had people coming 

from all over the world, and thus, qualified 

to be called a public place of worship. 

 Women and their physiological 

phenomena are creations of God. If not 

god, of nature. Why should this 

(menstruation) be a reason for exclusion 

for employment or worship or anything? 

 Article 25 (1) mandates freedom of 

conscience and right to practise religion. 

“All persons are equally entitled to 

freedom of conscience and the right freely 

to profess, practise and propagate 

religion”. This means right to pray is a 

constitutional right. 

 Any religion which excludes women on the 

basis of their age, sex or menarche is 

irrelevant. 
What is the issue now? 

 The Kerala government has asserted that 

it was left with no option but to implement 

the verdict. It reiterated that it would not 

file a review petition. 

 The review petitioners have taken by the 

dissenting judges’ view to file the petition. 

However, the Supreme Court has denied 

that it will not take up the hearing of 

review petition on an urgent basis. 

Conclusion: 
 With the verdict of Supreme Court 

permitting women’s entry and Kerala 

government is taking steps to implement 

the verdict. It is yet to be seen whether 

review petitions will be heard in the days 

to come. 



Page | 5  
 
 
 
 
 

National Social Assistance 
Programme (NSAP) 
What is National Social Assistance 
Programme? 

 National Social Assistance Programme is a 
social security and welfare programme to 
provide support to aged persons, widows, 
disabled persons and bereaved families on 
death of primary bread winner, belonging 
to below poverty line households. 

 NSAP at present, comprises of:  
o Indira Gandhi National Old Age 

Pension Scheme (IGNOAPS),  
o Indira Gandhi National Widow 

Pension Scheme (IGNWPS),  
o Indira Gandhi National Disability 

Pension Scheme (IGNDPS),  
o National Family Benefit Scheme 

(NFBS)  
o Annapurna. 

Significance of NSAP 
 The National Social Assistance Programme 

(NSAP) represents a significant step 
towards the fulfilment of the Directive 
Principles in Article 41 and 42 of the 
Constitution recognizing the concurrent 
responsibility of the Central and the State 
Governments in the matter.  

 In particular, Article 41 of the Constitution 
of India directs the State to provide public 
assistance to its citizens in case of 
unemployment, old age, sickness and 
disablement and in other cases of 
undeserved want within the limit of its 
economic capacity and development. 

Why in news? 
 The Centre has taken steps to evaluate the 

steps needed to double the number of 
people to be covered in the pension 
scheme. 

 The Supreme Court recently observed that 
through National Social Assistance 
Programme is a Centrally Sponsored 
Scheme, the contribution made by the 
Central government is minuscule (Rs. 
200), and the amount has not been revised 
for the past 11 years. 

 The Court asked the Union of India to 
obtain all necessary information regarding 
the amount of pension and coverage from 
each of the States. 

  

Cyclists & Pedestrians most 
vulnerable 
Why in news? 

 According to the Ministry of Road 
Transport and Highways’ annual report on 
road accidents, accidents in India include 
mostly cyclists and pedestrians, who 
together accounted for 16.2% of the total 
fatalities in road accidents during 2017. 

 Not only the above, it includes 7 out of 10 
two-wheeler and four-wheeler users who 
died in an accident did not follow the 
mandatory requirement. 

Status in India  
 Tamil Nadu topped in number of 

accidents, followed by Maharashtra and 
Andhra Pradesh. 

 U.P. had the most fatalities. 
Reasons for road accidents 

 Lack of facility for two-wheelers, 
pedestrians and cyclists especially in 
highway roads. 

 Use of mobile phones. 
 Not of wearing helmets and seat belts. 
 Over-speeding. 
 Driving on the wrong side 
 Increase in number of motor vehicles. 

Government’s Response 
 Government has approved a National 

Road Safety Policy. 
 Ministry has requested all States/UTs for 

setting up of State Road Safety Council and 
District Road Safety Committees, and to 
hold their meetings regularly. 

 Setting up of model driving training 
institutes in States and refresher training 
to drivers of Heavy Motor Vehicle in the 
unorganized sector. 

 A Certification Course for Road Safety 
Auditors has been commenced in Indian 
Academy of Highway Engineers. 

 Ministry has delegated powers to Regional 
Officers for technical approval 

Way forward 
 Promoting awareness. 
 Encouraging safer road infrastructure 

including application of intelligent 
transport. 

 ABS in vehicles should be implemented. 
 Should provide separate service roads for 

cyclists and pedestrians. 
 Not to use mobile phones while driving or 

cycling. 
 Should use public transport mostly. 
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Digital Devbhoomi 
Devbhoomi 

 Uttarakhand is often referred to as the 
‘Land of gods’ or Devbhoomi.  

Why in news? 
 Reliance Jio, has announced that it wanted 

to convert the ‘Devbhoomi Uttarakhand’ 
into ‘Digital Devbhoomi’ by connecting 
most of its government schools and 
colleges with high-speed internet. 

 The company also tries to ensure that 
every citizen has the access to the best 
quality internet. 

Significance 
 If connected, it will improve the delivery of 

healthcare, education and government 
services and improve the life of every 
citizen. 

 It will also boost sustainable tourism. 
 It will also promote environment-

protecting industries and businesses, 
boost sustainable tourism and improve the 
delivery of healthcare, education and 
government services, thus improving the 
life of every citizen. 

 

Candidates shall declare health 
status 
What’s in news? 

 The Madras High Court strongly batted in 
favour of making it mandatory for 
candidates aspiring to contest in 
parliamentary, legislative Assembly as 
well as local body elections to declare their 
health condition. 

 When declaration of assets and criminal 
antecedents had been made mandatory, 
why not health condition too, the court 
asked. 

Importance of declaration of health status: 
 The court said the death of former Tamil 

Nadu Chief Minister Jayalalithaa within 
seven months of assuming office in May 
2016 should be taken as a cue. 

 Many a time, people vote for personalities. 
So, they are entitled to know whether the 
person they elect is fit enough to lead 
them for the next five years. 

 Though it was contested that there is no 
law of the land that empowers the 
commission to force candidates to declare 
their health condition, the judge said, that 
lawmakers may not come up with a law 
that disqualifies them and hence it is the 

duty of the Election commission to come 
up with such a regulation. 

 

National Electronics Policy  
What’s in the news? 

 The government released a draft National 
Electronics Policy under which it is 
targeting a turnover of $400 billion for the 
electronics system design and 
manufacturing (ESDM) sector. 

National Electronic Policy: 
 This shall include targeted production of 

one billion mobile handsets by 2025, 
valued at $190 billion (approx. Rs. 13 lakh 
crore), including 600 million mobile 
handsets valued at $110 billion (about Rs. 
7 lakh crore) for export the draft policy 
said. 

 The policy also suggests replacing the 
Modified Special Incentive Package 
Scheme (M-SIPS) with ones that are easier 
to implement such as Interest subsidy and 
credit default guarantee to encourage new 
units and expansion of existing units in 
electronics manufacturing sector. 

 Tax benefits-It also recommends 
providing suitable direct tax benefits, 
including investment-linked deduction, for 
setting up of a manufacturing unit or 
expansion of an existing unit. 

 The draft policy also pitches for support 
for infrastructure development through 
formulation of a new scheme or suitable 
modifications in the existing Electronics 
Manufacturing Clusters (EMC) Scheme, for 
supporting both greenfield and brownfield 
manufacturing clusters. 

 It also talks about establishing standards 
setting body in the Ministry of Electronics 
and Information Technology (MeitY) to 
develop standards for electronics, IT, e-
governance, among others. 

What is the Modified Special Incentive Package 
Scheme? 
 The MSIP scheme gives special incentive 

package to promote large scale 
manufacturing in the Electronic System 
Design and Manufacturing (ESDM) sector. 

 The incentive under the scheme is in the 
form of subsidy for capital expenditure. 
The subsidy is 20% for investments in 
Special Economic Zones (SEZs) and 25% in 
non-SEZs. 

 For some of the high capital investment 
projects like fabs, it provides for 



Page | 7  
 
 
 
 
 

reimbursement of Central Taxes and 
Duties. 

 Units all across the manufacturing value 
chain are covered under the scheme. For 
each of the product category, an 
investment threshold is prescribed which 
an applicant has to incur for getting 
eligible for incentives. The investment 
threshold varies from Rs 1 Crore to Rs 
5000 Crores depending upon the type of 
project. 

 The incentives are provided on 
reimbursement basis and are available for 
a period of 5 years from the date of 
approval. 

 The term of the scheme has been extended 
upto 27-07-2020. 

 

Child ‘wasting’ 
What’s in the news? 

 The International Food Policy Research 
Institute (IFPRI) is an international 
agricultural research centre founded in the 
early 1970s to improve the understanding 
of national agricultural and food policies 
to promote the adoption of innovations in 
agricultural technology.  

 On the recently issued Global Hunger 
Index (GHI) by IFPRI India has ranked 103 
out of 119 countries. Country’s ranking 
drops 3 places in the index for 2018. 

Key facts in the report 
 At least one in five Indian children under 

the age of five are ‘wasted,’ which means 
they have extremely low weight for their 
height, reflecting acute under-nutrition.  

 The only country with a higher prevalence 
of child wasting is the war-torn nation of 
South Sudan. 

 Four main indicators are used to calculate 
hunger levels in the report: 

1. Undernourishment (the share of 
the population which is 
undernourished & reflects 
insufficient caloric intake) 

2. Child wasting (low weight for 
height), reflecting acute under-
nutrition  

3. Child stunting (low height for age), 
reflecting chronic under-nutrition 

4. Child mortality. 
India’s stature over the years 

 India has shown improvement in three of 
the indicators over the comparable 
reference years. The percentage of 

undernourished people in the population 
has dropped from 18.2% in 2000 to 14.8% 
in 2018. The child mortality rate has 
halved from 9.2% to 4.3%, while child 
stunting has dropped from 54.2% to 
38.4% over the same period. 

 However, the prevalence of child wasting 
has actually worsened in comparison to 
previous reference years. It stood at 17.1% 
in 2000, and increased to 20% in 2005. In 
2018, it stands at 21%. South Sudan’s child 
wasting prevalence is at 28%.  

 Child wasting is high across South Asia, 
constituting a “critical public health 
emergency”, according to UN 
organisations. 

 The report notes that wasting rates are 
highest for infants aged 0 to 5 months, 
suggesting that attention to birth 
outcomes and breastfeeding is important. 

 Also, child wasting in the region is 
associated with a low maternal body mass 
index, suggesting the need for a focus on 
the nutritional status of the mother during 
pregnancy. 

 
Special Remission Scheme 
What’s in the news? 

 More than 900 prisoners were released 
from prisons across India under an 
amnesty scheme announced as part of the 
year-long celebrations to mark the 150th 
birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi 
beginning October 2. 

Who were released? 
 Women convicts aged 55 and above and 

male convicts of 60 years or more, who 
have served half of their sentence, and a 
few other categories of prisoners were 
eligible for the amnesty scheme 
announced by the Union Cabinet. 

 In the second and third phase, prisoners 
will be released on April 6, 2019 and 
October 2, 2019 respectively. 

Eligibility criteria 
 The following categories of prisoners are 

eligible for special remission:  
o Female convicts of 55 years of age 

and above, who have completed 
half of their actual sentence period  

o Transgender convicts aged 55 and 
above, who have served half of 
their actual sentence period 
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o Male convicts aged 60 and above, 
who have completed 50% of their 
actual sentence period. 

o Physically challenged or disabled 
convicts with 70% disability and 
more who have completed 50% of 
their actual sentence period 

o Terminally-ill convicts, convicted 
prisoners who have completed 
two-third (66%) of their actual 
sentence period are also eligible 
under the scheme. 

Who is not eligible? 
 Special remission scheme is not available 

to prisoners who have been convicted for 
an offence for which the sentence awarded 
is death or where death sentence has been 
commuted to life imprisonment 

 And in cases of convicts involved in 
serious and heinous crimes (like Dowry 
death, Rape, Human Trafficking and 
convicted under POTA, UAPA, TADA, FICN, 
POCSO Act, Money Laundering, FEMA, 
NDPS, Prevention of Corruption Act, etc.) 

 

Declaring criminal antecedents 
Why in news? 

 With respect to the recent Supreme 
Court directive on candidates with 
criminal antecedents, the Election 
Commission released an amended 
Form 26 for those contesting polls to 
declare and publicise details of the 
cases against them. 

Supreme court ruling 
 The Supreme Court directed that the form 

would mention in bold letters the criminal 
cases. “If a candidate is contesting an 
election on the ticket of a particular party, 
he/she is required to inform the party 
about the criminal cases pending against 
him/her,” the court said. 

 “The candidate as well as the concerned 
political party shall issue a declaration in 
the widely circulated newspapers in the 
locality about the antecedents of the 
candidate and also give wide publicity in 
the electronic media,” the court said. 

Declaring the criminal antecedents 
 The polling candidates are required to 

declare information about criminal cases, 
assets, liabilities and educational 
qualifications when they file their 
nominations 

 Convictions, if any, also have to be 
mentioned. Political parties fielding such 
candidates also have to publish their 
details on their websites and in 
newspapers and the electronic media. 

 

Casual Vacancy 
What is casual vacancy? 

 In politics, a casual vacancy is a situation 
in which a seat in a current assembly 
becomes vacant during that assembly's 
term.  

 Casual vacancies may arise through the 
death, resignation or disqualification of 
the sitting member, or for other reasons. 

Why in news? 
 There are some newspapers that have 

reported that the Commission on the one 
hand announced the by elections to fill the 
three casual vacancies in Lok Sabha from 
Karnataka while the by-elections to fill five 
vacancies in Lok Sabha from Andhra 
Pradesh have not been announced. 

Is the allegation true? 
 In this connection, it is to be noted that 

vacancies of Karnataka have occurred on 
May, 2018 respectively, whereas vacancies 
from the five parliamentary constituencies 
from Andhra Pradesh have occurred on 
June, 2018. 

 Section 151A of the Representation of the 
People Act, 1951 mandates the Election 
Commission to fill the casual vacancies in 
the Houses of Parliament and State 
Legislatures through by elections within 
six months from the date of occurrence of 
the vacancy, provided that the remainder 
of the term of a member in relation to a 
vacancy is one year or more. 

 The term of sixteenth Lok Sabha is up to 
3rd June, 2019. As the vacancies from 
Karnataka have occurred more than one 
year before the expiration of the term of 
House, bye elections are required to be 
held under Section 151A of R. P. Act 1951 
to fill these vacancies within six months 
from the date of occurrence of vacancies 
that is May, 2018. 

 In the case of vacancies from Andhra 
Pradesh, there is no need to hold by 
elections as the remaining term of the Lok 
Sabha is less than one year from the date 
of occurrence of vacancies that is June, 
2018. 
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SDG 2030  
What are the SDGs? 

 The Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) are a universal set of 17 goals that 
UN member states adopted in 2015 as a 
part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. 

 It aimed at guiding policy and funding for 
the next 15 years to end poverty, fight 
inequality and injustice, and tackle climate 
change by 2030.  

 The SDGs are the follow-up to the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 
which was adopted in 2000 and expired in 
2015. 

What’s in the news? 
 Union Minister of Health and Family 

Welfare, inaugurated the ‘2nd World 
Conference on Access to Medical Products: 
Achieving the SDGs 2030’. 

 Health finds mention in Goal 3- Good 
Health and Well-being 

 The objective of the conference was to 
accelerate research and innovation in 
medical products and health technologies 
to achieve SDG 2030 goals. 

 The minister also launched the 
Information Sharing Platform Gateway for 
South-East Asia Regulatory Network 
(SEARN) developed by Centre for 
Development of Advanced Computing, 
which will promote regulatory and health 
collaboration among the countries of the 
South-East Asia Region. 

 

Online Assurances Monitoring 
System  
What’s in the news? 

 Union Minister of State for Parliamentary 
Affairs and Statistics & Programme 
Implementation, Vijay Goel, inaugurated 
the Online Assurances Monitoring System 
(OAMS), developed by the Union Ministry 
of Parliamentary Affairs.  

What is OAMS? 
 OAMS makes the information 

regarding assurances given on the 
floor of the Houses of Parliament 
paperless and available in digital 
format. 

How assurances were tracked earlier? 
 Different Ministers, while giving replies to 

questions or making statements in 
Parliament, give assurances on the floor of 

the House. The Ministry of Parliamentary 
Affairs culls out such assurances from the 
proceedings of the House and sends the 
extract of those assurances to the 
concerned Ministries for their fulfilment. 

 A number of problems arise in the process 
of fulfilment of assurances due to human 
factors and non-compliance of guidelines, 
making the process less transparent.  

How OAMS can address such issues? 
 With the inauguration of the OAMS, all 

assurances being culled out by the 
Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs would be 
reflected on this system making the 
process paperless and transparent.  

 The online system will track the exact 
status of pending assurances and expedite 
their fulfilment. 

 

Human Capital Index (HCI) 
Human Capital Index 
Why in News? 

 The World Bank released the Human 
Capital Index (HCI) as part of the World 
Development Report 2019. 

The key observations regarding HCI for India 
in the Report are as under: 

 India is ranked at 115 position in the index 
with its score of 0.44 on a scale of 0 to 1, 
lower than the average score for South 
Asia.  

 The score signifies a child born today will 
be only 44% as productive when she 
grows up as she could be if she enjoyed 
complete education and full health.  

 The HCI in India for females is marginally 
better than that for males. Further, there 
has been a marked improvement in the 
HCI components in India over the last five 
years. 

 Expected Years of School: In India, a child 
who starts school at age 4 can expect to 
complete 10.2 years of school by her 18th 
birthday. 
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 Learning-adjusted Years of School: 

Factoring in what children actually learn, 
expected years of school is only 5.8 years. 

 Adult Survival Rate: Across India, 83 per 
cent of 15-year olds will survive until age 
60 

 Healthy Growth (Not Stunted Rate): 62 out 
of 100 children are not stunted. 38 out of 
100 children are stunted, and so at risk of 
cognitive and physical limitations that can 
last a lifetime. 

Human Capital Index (HCI) 
 The HCI has been constructed for 157 

countries. It claims to seek to measure the 
amount of human capital that a child born 
today can expect to attain by age 18. 

 The HCI index values are contended to 
convey the productivity of the next 
generation of workers, compared to a 
benchmark of complete standard 
education and full health. 

The HCI has three components: 
1. Survival, as measured by under-5 

mortality rates; 
2. Expected years of Quality-Adjusted School 

which combines information on the 
quantity and quality of education; and 

3. Health environment using two proxies of 
(a) adult survival rates and (b) the rate of 
stunting for children under age 5. 

Human Capital Project (HCP) 
 Broader theme of the World Development 

Report (WDR) this year is “The Changing 
Nature of Work”. As part of this report, the 
World Bank has launched a Human Capital 
Project (HCP). 

 The HCP programme is claimed to be a 
program of advocacy, measurement, and 
analytical work to raise awareness and 

increase demand for interventions to build 
human capital. 

There are three components of HCP- 
1. A cross-country human capital 

measurement metric called the Human 
Capital Index (HCI), 

2. A programme of measurement and 
research to inform policy action, and 

3. A programme of support for country 
strategies to accelerate investment in 
human capital. 

Human Development Index (HDI) Vs Human 
Capital Index (HCI) 

 UNDP has been releasing the Human 
Development Index (HDI) for several 
years. It is an index of life expectancy, 
education, and per capita income 
indicators, which are used to rank 
countries into four tiers of human 
development. 

 The HCI uses survival rates and stunting 
rate instead of life expectancy as a 
measure of health, and quality-adjusted 
learning instead of merely years of 
schooling as a measure of education. HCI 
also excludes per capita income whereas 
the HDI uses it. 

 Two significant changes from HDI are the 
exclusion of income component and the 
introduction of quality adjustment in 
learning. This makes HCI far less 
representative of Human Capital 
Development than the HDI. 

 

Panel for #MeToo movement 
What is the #MeToo movement? 

 Community organiser Tarana Burke 
founded the #MeToo Movement in 2006, 
in order to spread awareness and 
understanding about sexual assault in 
underprivileged communities. 

 It gained momentum in 2017 when an 
American actress posted a tweet urging 
women to speak out about their 
experiences with sexual assault or 
harassment using the phrase “me too”.  

 Today, women in 85 different countries 
are using the hashtag to bring attention to 
the violence and harassment they face in 
daily life and to demand change. 

Why in News? 
 The #MeToo movement took shape in 

India in earlier this month after an actress 
accused her co-star of sexual misconduct. 
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Since then many individuals have been 
called out on social media over alleged 
sexual harassment. 

 Minister for Women and Child 
Development Maneka Gandhi has 
announced that the government will set up 
a committee of senior judicial & legal 
persons to examine all issues emanating 
from the #MeToo India movement. 

 

Manual Scavenging  
Prohibition of Employment as Manual 

Scavengers and Their Rehabilitation Act, 
2013  
 The Bill prohibits the employment of 

manual scavengers, the manual cleaning of 
sewers and septic tanks without 
protective equipment, and the 
construction of insanitary latrines. 

 The District Magistrate and the local 
authority are the implementing authorities 
under the act which also aims at 
comprehensive rehabilitation of the 
identified manual scavengers. 

Why in News? 
 Recently, the 6th Meeting of the Central 

Monitoring Committee to review the 
implementation of the Manual Scavengers 
Act, 2013 was held under the 
chairmanship of Thaawar chand Gehlot, 
Union Minister of Social Justice and 
Empowerment. 

 The minister highlighted that the 
government is implementing a Self- 
Employment Scheme for the 
Rehabilitation of identified manual 
scavengers under which one-time cash 
assistance, skill development training and 
loan subsidy are provided for 
rehabilitation of identified manual 
scavengers. 

 The National Safai Karamcharis Finance & 
Development Corporation (NSKFDC) has 
held a number of awareness camps to 
motivate the manual scavengers and their 
dependents to undertake skill 
development training so that they are 
suitably equipped for employment on 
sustainable basis or start their self-
employment ventures. 

 

Data Localisation 
What is local data storage? 

 On April 2018, RBI asked all payment 
players to ensure that the entire data 
relating to payment systems operated are 
stored in a system only in India. 

 The data should include the full end-to-
end transaction details, and information 
collected, carried and processed as part of 
the message or payment instruction, RBI 
had said. 

 Payment system players were given six 
months’ time, which ends on October 15, 
to comply with the guidelines. 

Why in news? 
 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has 

asked payment system players to 
adhere to the October 15 deadline for 
storing data locally. 

What is the current status? 
 According to sources aware of the 

discussion, 80% of the 78 players, 
including Amazon, Alibaba and WhatsApp, 
have already complied with the RBI 
norms, while only a few players, including 
some card ecosystem companies, are yet 
to comply. 

 Ahead of the October 15 deadline to 
comply with RBI’s data localisation norms; 
Facebook-owned WhatsApp said it had 
built a system in India to store payments 
related data locally. 

 “In response to India’s payments data 
circular, we’ve built a system that stores 
payments-related data locally in India,” a 
WhatsApp spokesperson said. 

 

Ro-Ro to Majuli Island 
What is Ro- Ro Service? 

 Roll-on & Roll-off (“Ro-Ro”) waterways 
projects comprise of Ro-Ro ships/vessels 
which are designed to carry wheeled 
cargo, such as cars, trucks, semi-trailer 
trucks, trailers and railroad cars that are 
driven on and off the ship on their wheels 
or using a platform vehicle. 

 Last Year Pm Modi Inaugurated Ro Ro 
service from Ghogha in Bhavnagar and 
Dahej in the State Of Gujarat. 

What is Majuli Island? 
 Majuli is Located in Assam & is one of the 

biggest riverine islands in the world, 
located on Brahmaputra 

 This Island Faces serious connectivity 
challenges. 

Why in News? 
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 Inland Waterways Authority of India 
(IWAI) will be starting a new Roll on-Roll 
off (Ro-Ro) facility to Majuli Island in 
collaboration with the Government of 
Assam. 

Benefit of this move: 
 This Ro-Ro facility will cut down the 

circuitous road route of 423 KMs Majuli 
Island via Tezpur Road Bridge & Replace 
with the New distance of 12.7 KM by using 
of river route. 

 This move augmenting connectivity not 
only in Assam but the entire North Eastern 
Region. 

 IWAI is also planning to procure more 
such Ro-Ro vessels for use on river 
Brahmaputra. 

 

Save Heart Initiative: 
What is it? 

 Myocardial infarction and cardiac illnesses 
are touching epidemic levels in Kashmir. 

 Save heart initiative of Kashmir uses 
WhatsApp as the tool to provide expert 
opinion in case of Heart Diseases. 

 7029 Patients in 288 days, mostly in the 
Remote & inaccessible Areas, Have 
Survived Cardiac Emergency, by this 
Group Intervention during the Golden 
Hours. 

Myocardial infarction: 
 Myocardial infarction is characterized by 

cellular death (necrosis) of a segment of 
the heart muscle. 

 Generally, it involves an area in the 
forward wall of the heart related to the 
blood distribution of the anterior 
descending coronary artery. 

Why in News? 
 The Save Heart Initiative of Jammu & 

Kashmir multiplied from one to three 
WhatsApp group with 256 senior 
physicians and cardiologists in each group. 

 

Med Watch App 
What is Med Watch? 

 The Med Watch mobile health app is an 
Indian Air Force initiative which will 
provide correct, Scientific and authentic 
health information to air warriors and all 
citizens of India also. 

 It comprises of host of features like 
information on basic First Aid, Health 

topics and Nutritional Facts; reminders for 
timely Medical Review Etc 

Why in News? 
 In the Indian Air Force Day, the Indian Air 

Force has launched an innovative mobile 
health App named ‘Med Watch’ 

Background of this Move: 
 In the vision of ‘Digital India, Ayushman 

Bharat and Mission Indradhanush’. The 
app is conceived by the doctors of IAF and 
developed in house by Directorate of 
Information Technology (DIT) with ZERO 
financial outlay. 

Other Mobile Application for Health: 
The Following Website Are the m-Health initiative 

of Government of India 
 National Health Portal Of India 
 AIIMS-WHO CC ENBC 
 Healthy You Card 
 1mg 
 Safe Pregnancy and Birth 
 Mswasthya - CDAC 

 

Mission Indradhanush 
What is immunization? 

 Immunization is the process whereby a 
person is made immune or resistant to an 
infectious disease, typically by the 
administration of a vaccine. 

 Vaccines are substances that stimulate the 
body’s own immune system to protect the 
person against subsequent infection or 
disease 

What is Mission Indra Dhanush? 
 It is a vaccination programme which aims 

at achieving full immunization coverage 
(FIC) of 90% by December 2018 through 
focus on unvaccinated and partially 
vaccinated children and pregnant women 

 It vaccinates people against seven vaccine 
preventable diseases. 

 It is included as one of the schemes under 
Gram Swaraj Abhiyan (GSA). 

What is Universal Immunization Programme? 
 Mission Indradhanush is the main 

programme under the UIP. 
 Under UIP, 11 vaccines are administered. 

These are: 
o Diphtheria, Pertussis, Tetanus 

(DPT), Polio, Measles, Bacillus 
Calmette-Guerin (BCG), Hepatitis 
B, Japanese Encephalitis (JE) (in 
endemic districts), Rotavirus, 
Rubella, Polio (injectable) 

Why in News? 
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 Minister of health & Family Affairs 
Reviews the preparedness of States for the 
upcoming round of Mission Indradhanush 
(MI) With state health Ministers & he 

Assures full support to the States for 
fulfilling targets 
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Economy 
 

Task Force for Closing Skill Gaps 
Why in News? 

 Ministry of Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship launched a Task Force 
for Closing the Skills Gap in India, in 
collaboration with the World Economic 
Forum. 

 The rationale behind the Move 
 With more than half of our population in 

the working age, skills development will 
be critical to sustaining inclusive growth 
and development in India. The “Closing the 
Skills Gap” Task Force will be a significant 
step to accelerate the impact on skills 
development already achieved by bringing 
together relevant stakeholders to act 
collectively. 

About the Task Force 
 The goal of the Task Force is to develop an 

action plan to address skills gaps in India 
and make the Indian workforce ready for 
jobs of the future. 

 The task force will bring together leaders 
from business, Government, civil society, 
and the education and training sectors to 
accelerate the future-proofing of education 
and training systems in the country.  

 The Task Force is the second in a country-
led public-private collaboration of the 
World Economic Forum’s closing the Skills 
Gap Project after its inauguration in South 
Africa. 

WEF & ORF 
 World Economic Forum and Observer 

Research Foundation have come out with 
reports titled - ‘Future of Work in India’, 
an enterprise survey on future of work in 
India and ‘Young India and Work’, a survey 
of youth aspirations in India. 

 

Growth of India will accelerate: 
World Bank 
What’s in the news? 

 A World Bank report on South Asia has 
stated that the growth in India is projected 
to accelerate to 7.3 per cent in the 2018-19 
fiscal year and 7.5 per cent in the next two 
years. 

Highlights of the Report 
 Prompted by the introduction of GST and 

recapitalisation of banks following 
demonetisation, the Indian economy is 

growing at a firm rate and will see further 
acceleration. 

 It also said that the Indian economy 
appears to have recovered from the 
temporary disruptions caused by 
demonetisation and the introduction of 
the GST. 

 The report projects the growth to 
accelerate to 7.3 per cent in the 2018-19 
fiscal year and 7.5 per cent in the next two 
years, with stronger private spending and 
export growth as the key drivers. 

 The robust growth was led by the 
manufacturing sector and domestic 
consumption 

Challenges Ahead  
 The worsening trade deficit has led the 

current account deficit to widen due to a 
strong import demand, higher oil prices 
and exchange rate depreciation. 

 External headwind, such as monetary 
policy ‘normalisation’ in the US coupled 
with recent stress in some Emerging 
Market and Developing Economies have 
triggered portfolio outflows from April 
2018. 

 According to the report elevated oil prices, 
a recent hike in agricultural support prices 
and further exchange rate depreciation 
could keep the inflation outlook 
challenging, possibly resulting in further 
monetary policy actions. 

  

National Mineral Exploration Policy 
(NMEP) 
Background 

 The Ministry of Mines has, in the recent 
past, taken a series of measures for the 
growth of the mineral sector, including 
allowing 100% FDI.  

 However, these initiatives have fetched 
only limited success. This prompted the 
Government to carry out a comprehensive 
review of its exploration policy and 
strategy. 

 The amendments brought in to the Mines 
and Minerals (Development and 
Regulation) Act, (MMDR Act)  in 2015 is a 
step in this direction.  

 The most important feature of this 
amendment is that mining leases (ML) and 
prospecting license-cum-mining lease (PL-
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cum-ML) will be granted only through an 
auction process.  

 This is expected to bring in transparency, 
expeditiousness and simplification in 
procedures in the grant of mineral 
concessions. 

National Mineral Exploration Policy (NMEP) 
 The NMEP primarily aims at accelerating 

the exploration activity in the country 
through enhanced participation of the 
private sector. 

Salient Features- 
 The Ministry of Mines will carry out 

auctioning of identified exploration blocks 
for exploration by private sector on 
revenue sharing basis in case their 
exploration leads to auctionable resources. 

 If the explorer agencies do not discover 
any auctionable resources, their 
exploration expenditure will be 
reimbursed.  

 The policy emphasizes on making 
available baseline geoscientific data of 
world standards in the public domain. 

 The government will carry out a National 
Aero-geophysical Program for acquiring 
state-of-the-art baseline data for targeting 
concealed mineral deposits. 

 A National Geoscientific Data Repository is 
proposed to be set up to collate all 
baseline and mineral exploration 
information generated by various central 
& state government agencies. 

Why in News? 
 Having secured Rs.1.81 lakh crore i from 

e-auction of 50 mineral blocks, the 
government is looking to put on block 
another 100 mines in the next six months. 

  

Strong Policy response needed 
Why in News? 

 High CAD, rising oil prices and 
depreciating rupee need a strong response 
from policymakers 

Present Scenario 
 Most of the afflictions of the economy i.e. a 

high current account deficit (CAD), rising 
inflation, poor exports, expensive imports, 
and concerns over meeting the fiscal 
deficit target,  are on account of 
depreciating rupee and rising oil prices, 
which are largely influenced by external 
factors. 

Steps taken by the govt- 

 The government had already taken some 
steps to control the CAD, such as 
increasing import tariffs on several non-
essential items, and sought to ease the 
burden of higher oil prices by cutting 
petrol and diesel prices for consumers. 
The problem is the government can’t do 
more without risking damage to other 
important macroeconomic indicators such 
as the fiscal deficit. 

Criticism 
 The government’s recent action of 

directing oil marketing companies to take 
a ₹1 per litre hit on their finances was 
viewed as a reversal of deregulation of oil 
prices in 2014. 

 The government freed up the price of 
diesel in October 2014 after a decade of 
regulation, so as to encourage competition 
among vehicle fuel retailers and enhance 
efficiency in oil company services. Petrol 
prices were freed up in 2010. 

Way Forward 
 Mitigating the impact of high oil prices on 

the current account deficit, and therefore 
the currency is more of a medium to a 
long-term game. The reason high oil prices 
hurt India so much is that we import about 
80% of our oil requirement. The solution 
to this is the reduction of oil import. 

 The government is already doing quite a 
bit towards this by trying to boost 
renewable energy production, and also 
ethanol blending in petrol, diesel, and 
aviation turbine fuel. Policy certainty in 
the solar sector will only further help this 
along. 

 

Economics Nobel 2018 
Why in News? 

 The Nobel Prize in Economics 2018 was 
jointly awarded on Monday to Americans 
William Nordhaus and Paul Romer for 
integrating climate change and 
technological innovation into the 
macroeconomic analysis. 

About their Work 

 Their findings have significantly 
broadened the scope of economic analysis 
by constructing models that explain how 
the market economy interacts with nature 
and knowledge 

William Nordhaus 

 Nordhaus made his name by warning 
policymakers during the first stirrings of 
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concern about climate change in the 1970s 
that their economic models were not 
properly taking account of the impact of 
global warming and he is seen as one of 
the pioneers of environmental economics. 

 In the 1990s he became the first person to 
create a model that “describes the global 
interplay between the economy and the 
climate”. The model showed that “the most 
efficient remedy for problems caused by 
greenhouse gases is a global scheme of 
universally imposed carbon taxes”. 

Paul Romer 

 He is seen as the prime mover behind the 
endogenous growth theory, the notion that 
countries can improve their underlying 
performance if they concentrate on 
supply-side measures such as research 
and development, innovation and skills. 

 He has argued that technological change 
can be accelerated by the targeted use of 
state interventions in areas such as R&D 
tax credits and patent regulation 

About the Economic Nobel 

 The Prize in Economic Sciences is not a 
Nobel Prize; The Sveriges Riksbank Prize 
in Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred 
Nobel” was instituted in 1968 by Sveriges 
Riksbank (Sweden’s central bank). The 
five Nobel Prizes, on the other hand, were 
designated in the will of Swedish scientist 
Alfred Nobel. 

 The Prize in Economic Sciences is awarded 
by the Royal Swedish Academy of 
Sciences, and according to the same 
principles as for the Nobel Prizes.  

 While the five Nobel Prizes are based on a 
fund set up from the wealth bequeathed 
by Alfred Nobel, the Economic Prize is 
based on a donation received by the Nobel 
Foundation in 1968 from Sveriges 
Riksbank. 

 

India’s personal financial wealth 
Why in News? 

 India’s personal financial wealth, currently 
estimated to be about $3 trillion, is 
expected to grow to $5 trillion by 2022 
making India the 11th wealthiest nation, 
according to a report from the Boston 
Consultancy Group (BCG). 

Highlights of the Report 

 India’s personal financial wealth is 
projected to grow to $5 trillion by 2022, 

making it the world’s 11th wealthiest 
nation ahead of Switzerland, Hong Kong, 
the Netherlands and Taiwan. 

 BCG’s report to points out how the 
number of people with high personal 
wealth in India is growing rapidly. 
According to the report, India has: 

o 320,000 people in the affluent 
category (those with wealth up to 
$ 1 million)  

o 87,000 people in the high net 
worth individuals (HNWI) 
category (those with wealth 
between $1 million and $20 
million) and 

o 4,000 in the ultra-high net worth 
individuals (UHNWI) category 
(those with wealth above $20 
million) 

 The report also pointed out that 67% of 
India’s personal financial wealth is 
accessible to wealth managers as 
investable wealth as of 2017. This figure is 
projected to grow to 70% by 2022.  

 The investable wealth in India makes it an 
attractive market for banks to offer wealth 
management and investment advisory 
services, especially to their HNI clients. 

 Global personal financial wealth rose 12% 
in 2017. According to BCG, it was the 
highest annual growth rate in the past five 
years and was largely driven by bull 
market environment in all major 
economies and significant strengthening 
of most major currencies against the 
dollar.  

 

Impact of oil price cut on OMCs’ 
What is the Issue? 

 The government has decided to reduce the 
central excise duty levied on petrol and 
diesel by Rs 1.50 in light of the 
skyrocketing fuel prices to ease the 
burden on the consumers.  

 In addition to this, the government had 
also asked the OMCS to cut the retail price 
of both diesel and petrol by Rs. 1 per litre 
which is resulting in an effective fuel price 
cut of Rs 2.50. 

What’s in the news? 

 The recent decision of the government to 
reduce petrol and diesel excise duties will 
have a negative effect on Oil Marketing 
companies. 
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Impact on OMC 

 The OMCs cannot fully pass on higher 
crude oil prices to consumers and their 
earnings will be negatively affected. 

 According to experts, the fuel price cut 
may lead to losses of about 3,500 crores. 

About Oil Marketing Companies 

 In India, there are 3 big Oil Marketing 
Companies (OMCs): Indian Oil Corporation 
(IOCL), Hindustan Petroleum Corporation 
Limited   (HPCL), and Bharat Petroleum 
Corporation Limited (BPCL). 

 In addition to pure marketing, these 
companies also refine and market oil that 
they buy from upstream oil exploration 
and production companies including from 
ONGC, Oil India, Reliance Industries, Cairn 
India etc. Their purchase price is directly 
related to international crude price. 

 OMCs are not free to decide their selling 
price but instead, they are compelled to 
sell the products (petrol, diesel etc) at 
discounted rates. 

 The difference between OMCs purchase 
price and the discounted rates i.e. actual 
selling price realized (excluding taxes, 
dealer commission) represents ‘under-
recoveries’ of OMCs. This amount of 
under-recovery is paid to the OMCs by the 
Government of India. 

 

Rupee hits fresh low 
Why in News? 

 The rupee has depreciated over 16% in 
2018, making it the worst performing 
currency in Asia. 

Factors behind the Fall- 
 The outflow of foreign funds exerted 

pressure on the rupee as foreign 
institutional investors (FIIs) have sold 
shares worth Rs. 1,805 crores. 

 Concerns over worsening current account 
deficit due to hardening of oil prices and 
higher fiscal deficit have also weighed 
down on the currency. 

Impact of Depreciation 

 Inflation-One of the first visible effects of 
currency depreciation is the country’s 
imports become more expensive and 
exports cheaper. More expensive imports 
are likely to drive inflation upward, 
especially in India where input products 
constitute a large part of our imports.  

 In addition, a depreciating rupee also 
impacts the oil import bill since it costs 
more rupees per barrel of oil, which plays 
its own part in pushing inflation up. 

 GDP-Growth-On one hand, costlier inputs 
and the subsequent increase in the prices 
of finished goods should have a positive 
impact on GDP. But the consequent 
decrease in demand due to higher prices 
could nullify this. 

 

E-Kuber 
E-Kuber 

 E-Kuber is the Core Banking Solution of 
Reserve Bank of India. E-Kuber provides 
the provision of a single current account 
for each bank across the country, with 
decentralised access to this account from 
anywhere-anytime using portal-based 
services in a safe manner. 

Application 

 Auction of Government securities is done 
through the e-kuber system. Sovereign 
Gold Bonds are available for subscription 
at the branches of scheduled commercial 
banks and designated post offices through 
RBI’s e-kuber system.  

 Goods and Service Tax (GST) settlements 
are also proposed to be done through e-
kuber.  RBI has also launched a platform to 
enable trading in the priority sector 
lending certificates (PSLC) through its 
Core Banking Solution (CBS) portal (e-
Kuber). 

What is Core Banking Solution? 

 Core Banking Solutions (CBS) can be 
defined as a solution that enables banks to 
offer a multitude of customer-centric 
services on a 24x7 basis from a single 
location, supporting retail as well as 
corporate banking activities, as well as all 
possible delivery channels existing and 
proposed. 

 The centralisation thus makes a “one-stop” 
shop for financial services a reality. Using 
CBS, customers can access their accounts 
from any branch, anywhere, irrespective 
of where they have physically opened 
their accounts. Almost all branches of 
commercial banks, including the Regional 
Rural Banks (RRBs), are brought into the 
core-banking fold. 

What is Government Stock? 
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 One of the bonds sold by a government to 
finance its budget deficit i.e the difference 
between what it gets in taxes and what it 
spends. Government bonds are usually 
considered to be a very safe form of 
investment 

Why in News? 

 The Government of India has announced 
the Sale (Re-issue) of certain government 
stock. For this purpose, both competitive 
and non-competitive bids for the auction 
can be submitted in electronic format on 
the Reserve Bank of India Core Banking 
Solution (E-Kuber) 

 

Special deposit scheme 
Why in News? 

 The Centre has notified a higher interest 
rate of 8% for the deposits made under the 
Special Deposit Scheme for Non-
Government Provident, Superannuation 
and Gratuity Funds, 

What is the Special Deposit Scheme? 

 SDS was launched by the Central 
government on July 1, 1975.  

 The purpose of the scheme was to provide 
better returns to non-government 
provident funds, superannuation and 
gratuity funds, surplus funds of the Life 
Insurance Corporation (LIC), and 
Employee's State Insurance Corporation, 
etc.  

 When these institutions park funds in the 
SDS, the government pays the interest on 
the amount parked in SDS. In addition, the 
earnings of the non-government provident 
funds, superannuation and gratuity funds 
are through investing in government 
securities, mutual funds etc.  

 The Investment Pattern for Non-
Government Provident Funds, 
Superannuation Funds and Gratuity Funds 
was last revised in 2015 and includes 
investments in new category of 
instruments, such as, index funds, 
exchange-traded funds, debt mutual funds, 
and asset-backed securities and 
instruments, such as, the infrastructure 
debt funds, real estate investment trusts, 
and infrastructure investment. 

 
World Economic Outlook Report 
Why in News? 

 According to the IMF World Economic 
Outlook Report, India is projected to grow 
at 7.3% in 2018 and 7.4% next year. The 
forecast is lower than the April estimate. 

Highlights of the World Economic Outlook 
(WEO) report. 

 India will regain the tag of the world’s 
fastest-growing major economy this year, 
surpassing China with more than 0.7 
percentage points. 

 In India, important reforms have been 
implemented in the recent years, including 
the Goods and Services Tax (GST), the 
inflation-targeting framework, the 
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, and 
steps to liberalise foreign investment and 
make it easier to do business. 

World Economic Outlook 

 The World Economic Outlook (WEO) is a 
survey conducted and published by the 
International Monetary Fund.  

 It is published biannually and partly 
updated two times a year. It portrays the 
world economy in the near and medium 
context, with projections for up to four 
years into the future. 

 

Benchmark Equity Indices 
What are Benchmark equity indices? 

 They are a stock index or stock market 
index. It is a measurement of a section of 
the stock market. It is computed from the 
prices of selected stocks (typically a 
weighted average). It is a tool used by 
investors and financial managers to 
describe the market and to compare the 
return on specific investments. 

 The most prominent indices in India are 
Sensex, Nifty and Nifty Junior. 

Why in News? 
 Benchmark equity indices gained more 

than 1% a day after the State Bank of India 
(SBI) said that it would provide liquidity 
support to non-banking financial 
companies (NBFCs). 

Background 
 Commercial banks led by State Bank of 

India (SBI), with an exposure of over Rs 
4,73,500 crore to non-banking financial 
companies (NBFCs), have assured liquidity 
support to the NBFC segment following 
intense speculation that the NBFC sector 
was facing a debt crisis. The trigger was 
the default by the IL&FS group which 
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defaulted on repayment in the last two 
weeks. 

RBI's Stand 
 The Reserve Bank of India supervises 

11,174 NBFCs of which 249 are NBFC-Non 
Deposit taking Systemically Important 
ones. The RBI has initiated supervisory 
action against those NBFCs which are non-
compliant, inactive and not meeting the 
minimum net owned fund (NOF) criteria, 
thereby tightening the supervisory regime.  

 During the last round of inspections, the 
risk-focused model was tried out in 
parallel to the existing inspection report 
format, it has been finalised and will be 
implemented from the current inspection 
cycle. 

  

Land Management Agency 
Land Management Agency 

 NBCC (India) Limited, formerly known as 
National Buildings Construction 
Corporation Ltd., is a blue-chip 
Government of India Navratna Enterprise 
under the Ministry of Housing and Urban 
Affairs. 

 NBCC has been designated as Land 
Management Agency (LMA) by the Govt. of 
India to assist in the disposal of land/ 
immovable assets of the sick/ loss making 
CPSEs to ensure their time-bound closure 
as per the decision taken by Government. 

What is a blue-chip enterprise? 
 A blue chip is a nationally recognized, 

well-established, and financially sound 
company. Blue chips generally sell 
high-quality, widely accepted products 
and services.  

 Blue chip companies are known to 
weather downturns and operate 
profitably in the face of adverse 
economic conditions, which helps to 
contribute to their long record of 
stable and reliable growth. 

Why in News? 
 The Cabinet has approved the closure of 

National Jute Manufactures Corporation 
and its subsidiary Birds Jute & Exports Ltd. 

Disposal of assets 
 Disposal of fixed assets, as well as current 

assets, will be in accordance with the 
guidelines of the Department of Public 
Enterprise Guidelines which comes under 

the Ministry of Heavy Industries and 
Public Enterprises.  A Land Management 
Agency (LMA) will be engaged for the 
disposal of assets. 

 The proceeds from the sale of assets, after 
meeting the liabilities, will be deposited in 
the Consolidated Fund. 

The rationale behind the Move 
 According to the centre, the benefit of this 

decision would be that the exchequer 
would not be burdened with the 
expenditure of keeping the two PSUs 
running. 

  

Foreign Exchange Reserve 
What is meant by "Foreign Exchange Reserve"? 
The Foreign Exchange Reserve consists of-  

1. Foreign Currency Assets-Currencies of 
foreign countries are held in foreign 
exchange reserve. Apart from currency it 
also includes foreign currency deposit held 
by RBI with foreign central banks, The BIS 
and Non-Resident Deposit-taking 
institutions. The securities issued by non-
residents and financial derivatives having 
underlying foreign currency assets also 
form part of the foreign currency assets. 

2. Gold Stock of RBI-The RBI has gold stock 
as a back up to issue currency and to meet 
unexpected balance of payment problems. 

3. SDR Holdings-SDR is reserve created by 
IMF to help countries that have Balance of 
Payment problems. The member countries 
have to contribute to this account. The 
contributions are in proportion of their 
IMF quota (membership fee). 

4. Reserve Tranche-Tranche means portion 
or slice. Reserve tranche means a portion 
of the fund. It consists of India's quota to 
IMF and lending to General Resource 
Account of IMF. General Resource Account 
is the pool of member countries quota 
payment. 

Why in News? 
 Former RBI Governor has said, the current 

rupee exchange rate situation is different 
from past instances when the rupee 
depreciated, since the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI), this time, has the wherewithal 
to make any intervention as and when it 
wants to. 

Background 
 The central bank’s policy during the past 

had to contend with crises such as the 



Page | 20  
 
 
 
 
 

Asian Crisis, and the balance of payments 
problems faced by India, however, the 
situation right now is different because of 
India’s strong foreign exchange reserves. 

  

Hiking Import Duty 
What is import duty? 

 Import duty is a tax collected 
on imports and some exports by a 
country's customs authorities.  

 It is usually based on the imported good's 
value.  

 Depending on the context, import duty 
may also be referred to as customs duty, 
tariff, import tax or import tariff. 

Why in News? 
 The government recently hiked the import 

duty on certain communication items, 
including a base station and digital line 
systems, to 20%. 

Background 
 This is the second round of import duty 

hike after the government on September 
26 increased import duty on 19 items, 
including household refrigerators and air 
conditioners. 

The rationale behind the move 
 Central Government has raised the import 

duty leviable on goods falling under 
Chapter 85 of the First Schedule to the 
Customs Tariff Act, 1975 in order to check 
the widening Current Account Deficit 
(CAD). 

 Chapter 85 deals with electrical machinery 
and equipment, sound recorders, 
television image recorders and their parts. 

What is the Current Account Deficit? 
 The current account deficit is a 

measurement of a country’s trade where 
the value of the goods and services it 
imports exceeds the value of the goods 
and services it exports. 

 The current account includes net income, 
such as interest and dividends, and 
transfers, such as foreign aid. It represents 
a country’s foreign transactions and, like 
the capital account, is a component of a 
country’s balance of payments. 

Managing a Current Account Deficit 
 A country can reduce its current account 

deficit by increasing the value of its 
exports relative to the value of imports. 

 It can place restrictions on imports, such 
as tariffs or quotas, or it can emphasize 

policies that promote export, such as 
import substitution, industrialization or 
policies that improve domestic companies' 
global competitiveness. 

 The country can also use monetary policy 
to improve the domestic currency’s 
valuation relative to other currencies 
through devaluation, which reduces the 
country’s export costs. 

 

Sell-off 
What is a Sell-Off? 

 A sell-off is the rapid selling of securities 
such as stocks, bonds, 
ETFs, commodities or currencies.  

When does large-scale sell-off happen? 
 A sell-off may occur for many reasons, 

such as the sell-off of a company's stock 
after a disappointing earnings report  

 The departure of an important executive 
or the failure of an important product.  

 Markets and stock indexes can also sell-off 
when interest rates rise or oil prices surge, 
causing increased fear about the energy 
costs that companies will face.  

 Sell-offs can also be caused by political 
events, or terrorist acts.   

Why in News? 
 The Indian equity markets went in a free 

fall early on Thursday with the benchmark 
Sensex shedding more than 1,000 points 
during intra-day trading as interest rate-
sensitive sectors like banks, financials and 
auto lost heavy ground amidst a global 
sell-off. 

Primary Cause 
 The massive selling in the stock markets 

across the globe was primarily driven by 
the spike in the interest rates in the US, 
which increases the attractiveness of 
bonds for institutional investors compared 
to equities. 

 Asian and European stocks were also 
weak as an escalation in the US-China 
tariff dispute continued to haunt investors 
in global markets. 

The main concern in the Indian Market 
 There is fear that rising crude prices, 

weakening of the rupee will cause inflation 
to go up. Expectations are rising that the 
RBI could raise interest rate in the 
upcoming Monetary Policy Committee 
meeting in October. 

Government's Stand 
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 Attributing the slump in stock and 
currency markets to external factors, the 
Finance Ministry has that said more steps 
will be taken to check the widening of the 
current account deficit (CAD). At present, 
in spite of the pressures on the current 
account deficit, the foreign exchange 
reserves are good enough to withstand 
any shock. 

  
 Going Forward there are indications that 

oil prices will fall, which will have positive 
implications on the rupee. 

 

IIP growth slows 
What’s in the news? 

 Industrial production slowed to a 10-
month low of 4.3% in August, due in large 
part to a drastic deceleration in the 
manufacturing, mining, and consumer 
durables sectors, according to official data 
released recently. 

Index of Industrial Production (IIP) 
 Index of Industrial Production (IIP) 

measures the quantum of changes in 
industrial production in an economy and 
captures the general level of industrial 
activity in the country.  

 It is a short-term indicator of industrial 
growth till the results from Annual Survey 
of Industries and National Accounts 
Statistics are available. However, IIP is 
considered to be one of the lead indicators 
for short-term economic analysis because 
of its strong relationship with economic 
fluctuations in the rest of the economy. 

 Index of Industrial Production is compiled 
and published every month by Central 
Statistics Office (CSO) of the Ministry of 
Statistics and Programme 
Implementation. 

 The general scope of IIP, as recommended 
by United Nations Statistics Division 
includes Mining & Quarrying, 
Manufacturing, Electricity, Gas steam, Air 
conditioning supply, Water supply, 
Sewerage, Waste Management and 
Remediation activities. But, in India, due to 
constraints of data availability and other 
resources, the index is compiled using 
figures of mining, manufacturing and 
electricity sectors only. 

 The Eight Core Industries comprise 40.27 
per cent of the weight of items included in 

the Index of Industrial Production (IIP). 
These include – 

1. Coal production (weight: 10.33 per 
cent)   

2. Crude Oil production (weight: 8.98 
per cent) 

3. Natural Gas production (weight: 
6.88 per cent) 

4. Petroleum Refinery production 
(weight: 28.04 per cent) 

5. Fertilizers production (weight: 
2.63 per cent) 

6. Steel production (weight: 17.92 
per cent) 

7. Cement production (weight: 5.37 
per cent) 

8. Electricity generation (weight: 
19.85 per cent). 

   

Prompt Corrective Action 
Prompt Corrective Action (PCA) 

 To ensure that banks don't go bust, RBI 
has put in place some trigger points to 
assess, monitor, control and take 
corrective actions on banks which are 
weak and troubled. The process or 
mechanism under which such actions are 
taken is known as Prompt Corrective 
Action, or PCA. 

 The PCA framework specifies the trigger 
points or the level in which the RBI will 
intervene with corrective action. This 
trigger points are expressed in terms of 
parameters for the banks. 

 The parameters that invite corrective 
action from the central bank are: 

o Capital to Risk weighted Asset 
Ratio (CRAR) 

o Net Non-Performing Assets (NPA) 
o Return on Assets (RoA) 
o Leverage ratio 

Why in News? 
 The Reserve Bank of India Deputy 

Governor said that the performance of 
banks that are under the prompt 
corrective action (PCA) are improving and 
hence, such corrective measures should be 
persisted with. 

Other steps for course correction 
 The some of the structured and 

discretionary actions that could be taken 
by the Reserve Bank are- recapitalization, 
restrictions on borrowing from inter-bank 
market to steps to 
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merge/amalgamate/liquidate the bank or 
impose moratorium on the bank if its 
CRAR does not improve beyond a certain 
point. The corrective actions become 
tougher with worsening of the financials. 

 

4th Industrial Revolution 
What’s in the news? 

 The Centre for the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution, India, was recently launched 
by the Geneva-based World Economic 
Forum (WEF) 

Background 
 The New Industrial Policy framed by the 

Ministry of Commerce in consultation with 
all Ministries of Government of India, State 
Governments, Industry and all 
stakeholders embodies the Government’s 
intention to align India with the emerging 
technologies of drones, artificial 
intelligence and blockchain. 

 The policy is in sync with the challenges 
and opportunities for India with the fourth 
industrial revolution technologies and will 
place the country firmly in the global 
supply and value chains. 

About The Centre for the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution 
 The WEF is setting up a Centre for the 

Fourth Industrial Revolution in 
Maharashtra. The other centres are in San 
Francisco, USA, Japan and China. Artificial 
intelligence, blockchain and drones are the 
first three projects of the centre in India.  

 WEF will work in collaboration with the 
NITI Aayog, business leaders, academia 
and start-ups in these projects. 

World Economic Forum 
 The World Economic Forum is the 

International Organization for Public-
Private Cooperation. It engages the 
foremost political, business and other 
leaders of society to shape global, regional 
and industry agendas. 

 It was established in 1971 as a not-for-
profit foundation and is headquartered in 
Geneva, Switzerland. 

Important Reports- 
 Global Competitiveness Report, 
 Global Risks Report 
 Global Gender Gap Report 
 Global Environment Performance Index 
 Inclusive Development Index 
 Human Capital Index 

What is the Fourth Industrial Revolution? 
 The first industrial revolution, in the 18th 

and 19th centuries, involved a change 
from mostly agrarian societies to greater 
industrialization as a consequence of the 
steam engine and other technological 
developments. 

 The next technological age, the second 
industrial revolution, was driven by 
electricity and involved expansion of 
industries and mass production as well as 
technological advances. 

 The third industrial revolution sometimes 
called the digital revolution, involved the 
development of computers and IT 
(information technology) since the middle 
of the 20th century. 

 The fourth industrial revolution is growing 
out of the third but is considered a new 
era rather than a continuation because of 
the explosiveness of its development and 
the disruptiveness of its technologies. 

 
 It is characterised by the present 

developing environment in which 
disruptive technologies and trends such as 
the Internet of Things (IoT), robotics, 
virtual reality (VR) and artificial 
intelligence (AI) are changing the way we 
live and work. 

 According to Professor Klaus Schwab, 
Founder and Executive Chairman of the 
World Economic Forum and author of The 
Fourth Industrial Revolution, the new age 
is differentiated by the speed of 
technological breakthroughs, the 
pervasiveness of scope and the 
tremendous impact of new systems. 

 

Monetary transmission 
Monetary policy Transmission 
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 Monetary transmission refers to the 
process by which a central bank’s 
monetary policy signals (like repo rate) 
are passed on, through financial system to 
influence the businesses and households. 

 There are many monetary policy signals 
by the RBI; the most powerful one is the 
repo rate i.e the rate at which it lends 
money to the banking/financial system. 
When repo rate is changed, it brings 
changes in the overall interest rate in the 
economy as well. 

 As a result of a decrease in repo rate, the 
interest rate on loans by banks also 
changes and this encourages consumption 
and investment activities of businesses 
and households. 

 In an economy, both consumption and 
investment are often financed by 
borrowings from banks. As the repo rate 
brings changes in market interest rate, the 
repo rate channel is often referred to as 
interest rate channel of monetary 
transmission. 

What’s in the news? 
 The Supreme Court recently directed the 

RBI to come up with a decision on a 
representation that banks are delaying 
passing on the benefit of lower interest 
rates to those who have taken loans at 
floating interest rates. 

 What is the issue? 
 It has been alleged that Banks swiftly raise 

the lending interest rates the moment the 
RBI repo rate is raised however that the 
reduction in interest rates are not being 
passed on to old consumers by the banks 
on one or another pretext. 

 The plea has sought a direction to banking 
companies and NBFCs to calculate the 
amount of excess interest that has been 

charged to the existing borrowers under 
floating rate regime by denying the benefit 
of lower rates so as to pass through the 
benefit of a reduction in the interest rates 
to the existing consumer. 

 
 

Modified Land Pooling Policy 
 What’s in the news? 

 Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs has 
notified the Modified Land Pooling Policy. 
The policy replaces the earlier policy 
notified in the year 2013. 

About the Policy 
 The policy would be applicable in the 

urbanise-able areas of urban extensions in 
95 villages of Delhi.  

 It aims at developing smart and 
sustainable neighbourhoods, sectors and 
zones, planned and executed as per the 
availability of water, power and other 
infrastructure. 

 The core of the policy is the active role of 
the private sector and farmers also 
involved in assembling land and 
developing physical and social 
infrastructure. Owners or group of owners 
can pool land parcels for development as 
per prescribed norms. 

 Land Parcels of any size can participate 
under the policy. However, the minimum 
land to be pooled is 2 hectares to ensure 
the adequate return of land for 
development and form a Developer Entity.  

 Delhi Development Authority (DDA) will 
now play the role of a facilitator and the 
process of planning; pooling and 
development will be taken up by 
Developer Entities/ Consortiums. 
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International Relations 
 

International Fleet Review 
What is International Fleet Review (IFR)? 

 A fleet review is a gathering of naval ships 
for observation by a reigning monarch or 
their representative. In Indian events, the 
President of India reviews the fleet of the 
Indian Navy. 

 In IFR, the host country navy represents 
its maritime capabilities to participating 
navies which is reviewed by the head of 
the host country. 

Why in News? 
 INS Rana which is currently on 

Operational Deployment to the North 
West Pacific region in the pursuance of 
India’s Act East Policy is currently 
docked in Jeju, Republic of Korea to 
participate in the International Fleet 
Review (IFR) being held at from 08 – 15 
Oct 18. 

 The historical cultural links between India 
and the Republic of Korea have laid the 
foundation of vibrant bilateral relations 
between the two countries.  

 These include the growing economic 
engagements and military to military 
interactions. 

 
 

Interpol  
What is Interpol? 

 INTERPOL is the world’s largest 
international police organization, with 
192-member countries.  

 It is headquartered in Lyon, France. 
 The idea of INTERPOL was born in 1914 at 

the first International Criminal Police 
Congress, held in Monaco.  

 Officially created in 1923 as the 
International Criminal Police Commission, 
the Organization became known as 
INTERPOL in 1956. 

 
Role 

 Their role is to enable police around the 
world to work together to make the world 
a safer place. Their high-tech 
infrastructure of technical and operational 
support helps meet the growing 
challenges of fighting crime in recent 
times. 

Structure 
 The General Assembly and Executive 

Committee form the Organization's 
governance. 

1. General Assembly – INTERPOL’s 
supreme governing body, the 
General Assembly is composed of 
delegates appointed by each 
member country. It meets annually 
to take all important decisions 
related to policy, resources, working 
methods, finances, activities and 
programmes. 

2. Executive Committee – Elected by 
the General Assembly, the Executive 
Committee is headed by the 
President of the Organization. It 
provides guidance and direction to 
the Organization and oversees the 
implementation of decisions made at 
the annual General Assembly. 

India and Interpol 
 India is one of the oldest members of 

Interpol, having joined the organization in 
1949. 

 Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) 
represents India for the purposes of 
correspondence with the ICPO-INTERPOL.  

 All the State Police forces and other law 
enforcement agencies in India have a link 
through Interpol New Delhi to their 
counterparts in other member countries, 
through Interpol Global Communications 
System (I- 24/7) prepared to assist in 
dealing with criminal investigations 

Why in News? 
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 President of Interpol Meng Hongwei who 
is a Chinese national was arrested by 
China on corruption charges. 

 

Two Indian oil PSUs place orders for 
Iranian crude  
Why in News? 

 India’s two PSU’s Indian Oil Corporation 
and Mangalore Refinery and 
Petrochemicals have resumed their trade 
with Iran for crude oil of an order of 1.25 
million tonne. 

Context  
 India was asked to zero out transactions 

from designated from Iranian companies 
and port operators. 

 The waiver or sanction which US has 

said will be on ‘transaction based but not 

country based’, will be announced on 

Nov 4. 

India’s reasoning 

 India has reasoned that it transacting the 
business in ‘Rupee-Rial’ mechanism, which 
are immune to US strictures.  

 

India-China to fight protectionism 
Why in news? 

 China has asked India to counter jointly 
the growing threat of trade protectionism 
championed by U.S. President Donald 
Trump. 

 A statement issued by the Embassy of 
China in India said that attempts were 
being made to sow discord between China 
and India and they should not fall for such 
traps. 

What is China’s stand? 
 China says both China and India need to 

deepen their cooperation to fight trade 
protectionism.  

 The Chinese stance comes in the wake of 
the escalating U.S.-China trade warfare 
that has soured ties between the two 
countries.  

 The Embassy said the U.S. has provoked 
trade disputes, and asked US to introspect 
about “interfering” in the internal affairs of 
China and India in the guise of religious 
freedom and human rights. 

 The spokesperson said the U.S. was 
promoting protectionism while trying to 
keep India away from China by planting 
ideas that China’s financial support for 

developing countries would lead to a “debt 
trap”. 

 China wants to build on development 
partnerships with other countries in the 
region, the statement emphasised. 

An Objective view 
 The trade war between China and US is a 

two-edged sword both countries needs to 
negotiate respecting the international 
trade and global economy. 

 

Offset clause 
What is an offset clause? 

 Offset, in literary sense, is a factor that 
counterbalances or compensates an act.  

 In the defence procurement context, it is 
an element of ‘compensation’ made by the 
manufacturer that mostly takes place in 
the form of placing a minimum per cent of 
value addition in the ordering country. 

 Defence offset means “a supplier places 
work to an agreed value with firms in the 
buying country, over and above what it 
would have brought in the absence of the 
offset.” 

 Hence under defence offset, a foreign 
supplier of equipment agrees to 
manufacture a given percent of his 
product (in terms of value) in the buying 
country. 

 Under the Defence Procurement 
Procedure (DPP), 2016, deals worth 
₹2,000 crore or more have a 30% offset 
clause. This is meant to bring technologies 
to the country and develop domestic 
defence manufacturing capabilities.  

Why in News? 
 India has decided to drop the offset clause 

in its recent Rs. 40,300-crore S-400 missile 
deal with Russia. The move is to advance 
deliveries of the missile systems as the 
condition would cause delays. 

 

Global Britain and India Inquiry  
What is Global Britain Strategy? 

 Prime minister of UK, introduced the idea 
of Global Britain in October 2016 to 
counter fears that Britain would become 
inward-looking after the Brexit vote.  

 The idea of a global Britain has become the 
foundation stone of Britain’s post-Brexit 
foreign policy. Through this policy, the 
government has signalled its intention to 
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ensure that the UK remains an active 
player on the global stage after Brexit. 

What is and India Inquiry? 
 It is an inquiry set by UK parliament. The 

purpose of this inquiry is to take stock of 
the UK’s relationship with India, and to 
examine the relationship as an important 
test case of the Global Britain strategy 

 The inquiry will also be an opportunity to 
consider a number of cross-cutting issues, 
such as the relationship between trade 
and broader strategic relationships, and 
the implications of the UK’s visa policy in a 
foreign policy context. 

Why in News? 
 The Britain Foreign and commonwealth 

office has said that there are nearly 1 lakh 
Indian immigrants who have are 
overstayers in Britain. 

 Even Global Britain and India inquiry 
highlighted about the problem of ‘visa 
overstayers” 

 As Brexit processes are coming to end, 
India is facing tougher visa laws by Britain. 

Visa issue 
 Britain has not included Indian students in 

visa process relaxation as it has done to 
China and other list of countries. UK-India 
Business Council has called it as ‘directly 
hostile message’ and that it should revise 
the new visa regime. 

 NASSCOM, India’s Apex IT body has said 
that if Britain restricts skills by 
immigration laws, Britain’s economic 
growth and productivity will have a great 
hit. 

Reactions from within 
 Royal commonwealth society has asked 

government to provide 2 years multiple 
entry visas at 75% lower cost than others 
to India as they give to Chinese tourists. 

 But another satire is that Foreign Office 
has noted that Britain has highest number 
of visa centres in India than any other 
country and most of the skilled workers 
who are given visa are from India. 

 

JIMEX 18 
What’s in the news? 

 The third edition of Japan-India Maritime 
Exercise (JIMEX) is planned to be held 
from 07 to 15 October 18.  

 JIMEX-18 is aimed to enhance 
interoperability, improve understanding 

and imbibe the best practices of each 
other. 

 The last edition of JIMEX was conducted in 
Dec 2013 off Chennai. The conduct of 
JIMEX-18 after five years indicates an 
upswing in the Indo-Japanese defence 
relations and the continued efforts of both 
Governments to work closely to enhance 
safety and security of the Indian ocean 
region and to maintain a ‘rule-based 
order’.  

 

India – Indonesia CORPAT 
Why in News?  

 Indian Naval Ship Kulish & Indian Dornier 
entered Belawan harbour, Indonesia for 
the opening ceremony of the 32nd edition 
of India – Indonesia coordinated patrol 
(IND-INDO CORPAT) 

What is the Background?  
 In the PM Vision of SAGAR (Security and 

Growth for All in the Region), The Indian 
Navy Involved In Assisting countries of the 
Indian Ocean region (IOR) With EEZ 
Surveillance, Search & rescue etc. 

 India’s Naval Assets Have Been 
Increasingly Deployed to Address 
Maritime Concern of the IOR in the Recent 
Past  

What is CORPAT?  
 The Ships & Aircraft From the both the 

Countries Would undertakes patrolling on 
the respective Sides of 236 nautical miles 
Long International Boundary Line. 

 The Closing Ceremony will be held at the 
Port Blair Andaman & Nicobar Island.  

 Various Activities are planned Such as 
Formal reception on board, Ship open to 
Visitor & Professional Interactions. 

 

India re-elected to UNHRC 
About UNHRC 

 The United Nations Human Rights Council 
is an inter-governmental body within the 
United Nations system, headquartered in 
Geneva, Switzerland. It was created in 
2006. 

 The council is responsible for 
strengthening the promotion and 
protection of human rights around the 
globe and for addressing situations of 
human rights violations and make 
recommendations on them.  



Page | 27  
 
 
 
 
 

 It is made up of 47 UN Member States 
which are elected by the UN General 
Assembly (UNGA), with specific number of 
seats allocated for each region of the globe. 
The term of each seat is three years, and 
no member may occupy a seat for more 
than two consecutive terms. 

What’s in the news? 
 Recently, India was elected to the UNHRC 

from the Asia-Pacific category for a period 
of three years beginning January 1, 2019.  

 It is among the 18 new members which 
were elected by the UNGA by an absolute 
majority. 

 India had previously been elected to the 
council for the 2011-2014 and 2014-2017 
terms. Its last tenure had ended on 
December 31, 2017 and it was not eligible 
for immediate re-election since it had 
already served two consecutive terms.  
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Science & Technology 
 

Diphtheria Disease 
What is Diphtheria Disease? 

 Diphtheria is an infection caused by the 
Corynebacterium diphtheriae bacterium 
Disease Which Affects the Throat & Upper 
Airways 

How does it Spread?  
 Diphtheria spreads from person to person, 

usually through direct contact or through 
respiratory droplets from coughing or 
sneezing 

Symptoms: 
 Sore throat, low fever, swollen glands in 

the neck 
Treatment? 

 Treatment Involves Administration of 
Anti-toxin & Antibiotics 

Territorial Extent of Diphtheria Disease: 
 In India it spread mostly in Delhi & 

western Uttar Pradesh 
Why in News? 

 Nearly Thirty-One Children Died of 
Diphtheria Disease in September 2018, at 
Delhi’s Corporation hospitals due to lack 
of anti- diphtheria serum 

 The findings also show that these children 
have not received diphtheria vaccination 

 This has happened in spite of India’s 
Universal immunization Programme 
which is present to control such outbreak. 

What is Universal immunization Programme? 
 It is a free vaccination program launched 

by the Ministry of Family & Health Affairs 
in 1985 against vaccine preventable 
diseases. 

 Diphtheria is one among the Eleven 
Vaccine Prevented Disease Administered 
Under this Programme. 

 Mission Indradhanush is the main 
programme under this 

 

Lifestyle diseases 
What is Lifestyle Disease? 

 Diseases which are contracted because of 
a person’s lifestyle are called Lifestyle 
Disease. 

 Some of them are Alzheimer's disease, 
arteriosclerosis, cancer, chronic liver 
disease/cirrhosis, chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease (COPD), diabetes, 
hypertension, heart disease, 
nephritis/CRF, and stroke.  

Causes of Life Style Disease: 
 Unhealthy and sedentary living, poor 

lifestyle choices, such as smoking, overuse 
of alcohol, poor diet, lack of physical 
activity and inadequate relief of chronic 
stress are key contributors 

Status of Life Style Disease in India: 
 ICMR’s India State-Level Disease Burden 

Study report the estimated proportion of 
all deaths due to Non-Communicable 
Diseases (NCDs) has increased from 
37.09% in 1990 to 61.8% in 2016. 

 The Government has formulated the 
National Health Policy, 2017, which aims 
attainment of the highest possible level of 
good health and well-being for all at all 
ages 

Why in News? 
 The Vice President called upon doctors to 

create awareness among the people on the 
dangers posed by lifestyle diseases and the 
need to promote healthy living. 

 

Netflix addiction 
Why in News? 

 National Institute of Mental Health and 
Neurosciences (NIMHANS) in Bangalore 
received its first case of Netflix addiction. 

What is Netflix?  
 Netflix is an American media services 

provider, to watch a wide variety of 
award-winning TV shows, movies, 
documentaries, and more on thousands of 
internet-connected devices. 

 Netflix is not available in Crimea, North 
Korea, or Syria due to U.S. government 
restrictions on American companies. 

Who is most prone to Netflix Addiction? 
 The Children of Age 10- 13 Years are 

Mostly Addicted. 
What are the Effects of Netflix Addiction? 

 The Addiction Interface with the Child 
Academic Performance 

How to Overcome?  
 Parents to keep a close watch on the 

duration children spend in watching 
Netflix  

 Therapy, prescribing relaxation exercises 
and guidance are other ways. 

 

Robot Sophia 
What is Robot Sophia?  
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 Sophia is a social humanoid robot 
developed by Hong Kong-based Company 
for Purpose of the Crowd Management & 
Care of Elders. 

 Sophia is the first robot to receive 
citizenship of any country; recently Saudi 
Arabia granted her the Citizenship & 
UNDP Appointed her as the innovation 
Champion. 

Why in News? 
 Humanoid Robot Sophia Will Arrive from 

Singapore to Participate in the Vizag 
Fintech Festival. 

Special Features of Robot Sophia: 
 Cameras within Sophia’s eyes combined 

with computer algorithms allow her to see 
 She delivers speeches on pre-determined 

topics. 
 She equipped With the Voice recognition 

Technology & Facial Reading & She Shows 
the Facial Expression like Human Being. 

Humanoid Robot of India: 
 In the Global Entrepreneur Summit 

2017, PM Narendra Modi and Ivanka 
Trump launched the Indigenous humanoid 
robot Mitra  

 Mitra has face recognition capabilities and 
engages in conversations while alerting 
the hosts of the arrival of a guest 

 

Power Bat 
What is Power bat? 

 The Power Bat is powered by the 
Microsoft Azure Cloud Platform Using 
Artificial Intelligence & the Internet of 
Things. 

 A Lightweight Azure Sphere Powered 
Sticker is stuck on the Shoulder of Bat. 

How it works? 
 When the Batsman hits The Ball, Data on 

different parameters like speed, twist & 
quality of the shot are captured 

 It was captured in the new unit of 
measurement called Power Speks 

What are the Benefits of Power Bat? 
 It provides the real time statistics & it 

improve the quality of the cricket & game 
spirit 

 It provides the players, coaches, 
commentators, fans & viewers to engage 
with the cricket in a completely new way 

Why in News? 
 Cricketer Anil Kumble, The Microsoft Corp 

& The Star India Introduced Power Bat 
What is internet of things? 

 The internet of things (IoT) is a computing 
concept that describes the idea of 
everyday physical objects being connected 
to the internet and being able to identify 
themselves to other devices. 

 

India’s Gene Sequence Mission 
What is Gene Sequencing & Genome 

Sequencing? 
 Gene sequencing refers to the sequencing 

of a particular gene to look for anomalies 
in it. 

 Whereas Genome sequencing refers to the 
sequence of the entire genome (half the 
set of its chromosomes) of an organism. 

 CSIR has already sequenced the ‘Indian’ 
genome (from one individual), making 
India one of six countries to achieve such a 
feat. The results of the sequencing helped 
in studying disease susceptibility. 

 However, no compendium of genes that 
differentiate Indian populations from 
Caucasian or African genomes have been 
identified so far. 

 India has also sequenced the genomes of 
other organisms such as Mycobacterium 
tuberculosis, Bacillus sp., viruses such as 
Chikungunya, Dengue etc. 

Uniqueness of the Indian Genome 
 Diversity of ethnicity, race, and 

environment implies there is diversity in 
the gene pool.  

 This requires a Large-Scale study of the 
Genomes of people from various parts of 
the country along with studying their life 
style & diseases 

100K Genome Asia Project 
 100K Genome Asia Project is a gene 

sequencing initiative of Nanyang Technical 
University of Singapore which aims at 
sequencing the genes of 100,000 Asians 
including 50,000 Indians. 

What’s in the News? 
 Similar to the 100K Genome Asia Project, 

Prime Minister Modi has announced a 
Mission to Sequence Genes from Large 
Group of Indians.  

 This study will help India in moving 
towards personalised medicine. 

Stages of the project 
1. Sequencing of genomes from different 

people 
2. Linking the results of the study to human 

health and diseases. 
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Which other countries have made similar 
studies? 
 U.K, Japan, Australia & China 

Benefits 
 This mission will help India move towards 

personalised medicine 
 Such sequencing studies also help in the 

growth of research activities in the field of 
Genetics in India. 

What is personalised medicine? 
 A form of medicine that uses information 

about a person’s genes, proteins, and 
environment to prevent, diagnose, and 
treat disease. 

 Example: Using targeted therapies to treat 
specific types of cancer cells in a person’s 
body. 

 

Caesarean section doubles in India 
What is Caesarean section? 

 Caesarean section is the surgical delivery 
of a baby. It involves one incision in the 
mother’s abdomen and another in the 
uterus. 

 A caesarean delivery is typically 
performed when complications from 
pregnancy make traditional vaginal birth 
difficult, or put the mother or child at risk 
Such as Bleeding, Foetal Distress, Babies in 
Abnormal Position etc. 

Why in News? 
 Lancet Journal published The Paper That 

Found that the C-section use Went up from 
the 9% in 2005-06 to 18.5% in 2015-16 & 
it also Doubled in World Level at same 
Period 

 

Caution against a superbug 
What are superbugs? 

 Antibiotic resistance is a naturally 
occurring phenomenon that can be 
slowed, but not stopped.  

 Over time, bacteria adapt to the drugs that 
are designed to kill them and change to 
ensure their survival.  

 This makes previously standard 
treatments for bacterial infections less 
effective, and in some cases, ineffective.  

 Currently, antibiotic-resistant bacteria 
cause 700,000 deaths worldwide each 
year 

 "Superbugs" is a term used to describe 
strains of bacteria that are resistant to the 

majority of antibiotics commonly used 
today.  

Why Superbugs are dangerous? 
 When first-line and then second-line 

antibiotic treatment options are limited by 
resistance or are unavailable, healthcare 
providers are forced to use antibiotics that 
may be more toxic to the patient and 
frequently more expensive.  

 Even when alternative treatments exist, 
research has shown that patients with 
resistant infections are often much more 
likely to die, and survivors have 
significantly longer hospital stays, delayed 
recuperation, and long-term disability.  

 If superbugs are allowed to spread, we 
may reach a point where it is too 
dangerous to conduct surgeries such as c-
sections and transplants because of the 
risk of superbug infection 

 This would have huge implications for the 
health of people around the world. 

What’s in news? 
 An account of an investigative journalism 

reveals misuse in the commercial supply 
of veterinary antibiotics.  

 Multinational drug companies like Zoetis 
(US company) are selling antibiotics to 
Indian farmers which are intended to 
increase the weight of animals apart from 
making them grow faster.  

 But such antibiotics also leads to increase 
in resistance among microbes and 
ultimately result in the emergence of 
superbugs. 

Lack of laws 
 WHO, EU and other nations like US has 

banned the use of such antibiotics, but 
these companies are exploiting lack of 
laws in countries like India and are still 
selling such antibiotics 

 For example, Zoetis is selling NRFTIN-T, 
which contains antibiotic - TYLOSIN which 
is injected in chickens to increase weight 
and feed conversion rate (FCR).  

 But antibiotic TYLOSIN brings about 
resistance against another antibiotic: 
Erythromycin.  

Impact on using Erythromycin  
 Erythromycin is very important drug for 

humans and used to treat lung infections.  
 If Tylosin is excessively used for poultry, 

humans consuming them will become 
immune to erythromycin and treatment 
from this becomes ineffective.  
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Colistin 
 Another antibiotic colistin, purchased by 

farmers for the purpose of poultry 
treatment, is also a ‘highest priority and 
critically important’ antibiotic for human 
treatment.  

 If bacteria are able to develop resistance 
against Colistin, then we humans have 
almost no other wayto defend ourselves 
from them.  

Death due to antibiotic resistance in India 
 More than 1 lakh babies die in India due to 

infections caused by resistant bugs. 

Worldwide it kills more than 7 lakh 
people.  
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Environment 
 

Ethanol Bio Refinery 
What is Biorefinery? 

 A great fraction of worldwide energy 
carriers and material products come from 
fossil fuel refinery. 

 The replacement of oil with biomass as 
raw material for fuel and chemical 
production is an interesting option and is 
the driving force for the development of 
biorefinery complexes 

 In biorefinery, almost all the types of 
biomass feedstocks can be converted to 
different classes of biofuels and 
biochemicals through jointly applied 
conversion technologies. 

 The biorefinery concept is analogous to 
today's petroleum refinery, which produce 
multiple fuels and products from 
petroleum 

2G Ethanol  
 Ethanol produced from the structural and 

non-edible fractions of plants is called 
second generation (2G) ethanol 

 Production of 2G ethanol requires three 
main process steps: 
1. Physicochemical pre-treatment 
2. Enzymatic saccharification 
3. Alcoholic fermentation 

Why in News? 
 The Odisha Governor lay the foundation 

stone for Second Generation (2G) Ethanol 
Bio-refinery of Bharat Petroleum 
Corporation Limited being set up at 
Bargarh ditrict, Odisha 

Background of this Move: 
 The National Bio Fuel Policy of India 2018 

targets 20% Ethanol blending to Petrol by 
year 2030, but the current Ethanol 
blending in Petrol is about 3 to 4%. 

 India has the potential to yield 3000 crore 
litres of ethanol. 

Significance of the Bio refinery Plant 
 These Plants have the capacity to produce 

three crore liters of fuel grade Ethanol 
annually using Rice straw as the feedstock. 

Significance of Bio fuel 
 Blending of Ethanol in Petrol will reduce 

Green House Gas emissions as compared 
to fossil fuels. 

 Bio fuels have assumed importance 
recently due to the growing energy 

security needs and environmental 
concerns. 

 

Ghost Nets 
What are ghost nets? 

 Ghost nets are nets which are lost, 
abandoned or left out in the ocean by the 
fishermen. 

Why in news? 
 Wildlife trust of India and various State 

governments along with the help of NGOs 
had taken progressive steps to remove the 
ghost nets from the marine, such as 
training youth from coastal community in 
scuba diving to help in ghost net removal. 
E.g. Maharashtra. 

UNEP Report 
 The United Nations Environment 

Programme (UNEP) report in 2009 study 
titled ‘Abandoned, Lost or Otherwise 
Discarded Fishing Gear’, stated that 
almost 6,40,000 tonnes of all fishing gear 
is lost in our oceans annually due to bad 
weather or when nets get stuck to the 
rocky bottom. 

Effects of using ghost nets 
 They are responsible for trapping and 

killing millions of marine animals such as 
sharks, turtles, dolphins, whales etc. 

 They also cause further destruction by 
damaging live coral reefs and introducing 
invasive species into marine 
environments. 

 High quality synthetic nets can lead to 
formation of micro plastic ingestion by 
aquatic organisms. 

 Expensive clean-up process and financial 
loss for tourism and fishing industry. 

 Problems are increasing further with more 
global expansion of fishing operations. 

 

Eastern Ghats 
Significance of Eastern Ghats 

 Eastern Ghats are the discontinuous 
mountain ranges running parallel to the 
Bay of Bengal. 

 It covers states of Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, 
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. 

 It comprises large stretches of scrub, 
tropical and dry deciduous, moist, mixed 
and semi-evergreen and mangrove forests. 
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 This mountain range hosts nearly 20 
national parks, wildlife and bird 
sanctuaries, and tiger reserves. For 
eg.Satsokia Tiger Reserve, Simplipal Tiger 
Reserve etc 

Why in news? 
 Recent study reveals that Eastern Ghats 

had lost 16% of its forest area over a span 
of 100 years. 

 The study was done by Researchers from 
University of Hyderabad by studying 
historical maps and satellite images from 
1920 to 2015. 

Destruction of Forest cover 
Year % forest cover 

(to its 
geographical 
area) 

1920 43.4 

2015 27.5 

 Most of the forest covers are converted 
into agricultural land or grasslands for the 
economic purposes. 

 The fragmentation of land has also been 
increasing rapidly over the years, which 
may pose a major threat to endemic plants 
present in Eastern Ghats. 

 Agriculture being the culprit for 
destruction in the initial years has been 
actively followed by mining which now 
covers major forest areas. 

 With no proper interest shown in eastern 
Ghats which plays a vital role in monsoon 
break of both North west and southeast 
monsoon, it may lead to imbalance in the 
ecological conditions. 

Way Forward 
 Ecology expert panel such as Gadgil 

commission for Western Ghats should be 
set up for review of Eastern Ghats. 

 With large number of primitive tribes 
staying throughout the region, 
Government should take appropriate steps 
to fund and monitor programmes in these 
regions. 

 
Eurasian otter 
What is Eurasian otter? 

 It is a rare Indian mammal. 
 It is widespread across Europe, Northern 

Africa & several south Asian countries. 
 They are listed as a ‘Near Threatened’ as 

per IUCN Red List. 

 They are protected under wildlife 
protection act 1972. 

 They are usually poached for their skin. 
Proper and periodic survey is required to 
monitor otters in India. 

 
Why in news? 

 The scientists had confirmed the presence 
of Eurasian otter in Western Ghats. 

 It is the first photographic and genetic 
confirmation of Eurasian otter in Western 
Ghats. 

 

Ganga Task force 
What is Ganga Task Force? 

 The Ganga task force is a unit if territorial 
army which is trained by Ministry of 
defence. Most of them being ex-
Servicemen 

 It helps in creating discipline among 
visitors. 

 Major work of GTF  
 Plantation of trees on the banks of river 

Ganga   
 Strengthening of pollution monitoring 

mechanism  
 Management of public awareness and 

participation programmes 
 Monitoring of Ghats for the ongoing 

works.  
Why in news? 

 The Ganga task force will help the Uttar 
Pradesh government in organising the 
upcoming Kumbhmela. 

 They will be helping in spreading 
awareness about keeping the river clean, 
stop the industry and people from 
polluting the river. 

 The Jawans will be provided with boats to 
monitor activities and help in crowd 
management. 

 

Air quality index 
What is Air Quality Index? 

 Air Quality Index is a tool for effective 
communication of air quality status to 
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people in terms, which are easy to 
understand.  

 It transforms complex air quality data of 
various pollutants into a single number 
(index value), nomenclature and colour. 

 There are six AQI categories, namely Good 
+ Satisfactory, Moderately polluted, Poor, 
Very Poor and Severe. 

 The 8 pollutants based on which they are 
calculated are PM10, PM2.5, NO2, SO2, CO, 
O3, NH3, and Pb. 

Why in news? 
 Delhi’s air quality index had dropped from 

‘moderate’ to ‘poor’ level. 
 It is mainly due to agricultural waste 

burning around the neighbouring states of 
Punjab, Haryana and reduction in the wind 
speed. 

 System of Air Quality and Weather 
Forecasting and Research (SAFAR) had 
further estimated that the index could 
further drop to ‘very poor’ level. 

 NASA satellite images showed a sudden 
increase in open burning instances. 

 Proper steps from the concerned state 
governments are required to mitigate this 
climatic crisis. 

  

Forest fire management 
How to overcome forest fire? 

 Forest fire is the major cause for forest 
degradation in the country. 

 Forest fire management is part of 
sustainable forest management, as at least 
one in four people depend on forest for 
their livelihood. 

 Knowledge sharing between states is 
required for better management. 

 Community incentivisation and social 
movement among people is required to 
bring large scale reforms. 

 Incorporating modern technology, safety 
equipment and filling the vacant positions 
of staff are the key solutions to overcome 
forest fire damages. 

Why in news? 
 A report called “Strengthening Forest Fire 

Management in India” is released which is 
jointly prepared by the Ministry of 
Environment, Forest, and Climate Change 
(MoEFCC) and the World Bank. 

About the report 
 The report states that 20 districts (mostly 

located in the Northeast) account for over 

40 percent of all forest fires detected 
between 2003 and 2016.  

 Forest fire accounts for loss of almost Rs 
1100 crores per year in India. 

 It provides recommendations on five 
broad themes – policy, institutions and 
capacity, community engagement, 
technology, and data and information to 
overcome damages caused by forest fire. 

 A national forest fire information database 
is needed by bringing together satellite-
based remote sensing data and field-
reported data. 

 A formal cooperation between members of 
the research community and the forest 
department must be established. 

 This report may help to improve the 
National policy on fire prevention. 

  

1st National Environment Survey 
Why in news? 

 The 1st National environment survey 
commences from 2019, taking account of 
55 districts around the country. 

 It will be done by ministry of environment 
and forest, which will collect data air, 
water, soil, flora and fauna by taking in 
account of parameters like waste, 
pollution and hazardous substances etc. 

 The ministry is trying to scale up this 
survey to all districts in the country. 

 This survey could help in upgradation of 
ecosystem services and helps in research 
sector in field of environment. 

 

Ecological Flow target for Ganga 
Ecological flow 

 The quantity, timing, and quality of water 
flows required to sustain freshwater 
ecosystems and the human livelihoods is 
referred as Ecological Flow. 

What’s in the news?  
 For the first time the union government 

has mandated the minimum quantity of 
water that should flow in various stretches 
of ganga throughout the year. 

 The National Mission for Clean Ganga has 
laid down the flow specifications. 

 It has been framed for different stretches, 
for different seasons and different months 
during a year. For e.g.:  Haridwar must 
ensure a minimum of 36 cubic metres per 
second (cumecs) between October-May. 
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 These numbers will be revised and 
updated at regular intervals. 

 The new norms would require 
hydropower projects located along the 
river to easily help in monitoring and 
maintenance process. 

National Mission for Clean Ganga 
 National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) 

was registered as a society on 2011 under 
the Societies Registration Act 1860. 

 The aim of NMCG is to end pollution and 
rejuvenation of the river Ganga by 
comprehensive planning and 
management. 

 They also plan to maintain minimum 
ecological flows in the river Ganga with 
the aim of ensuring water quality and 
environmentally sustainable development. 

 

Stubble Burning 
What is Stubble Burning?  

 Stubble burning is a practice of burning of 
crop residue (straw/stalk)on the 
agricultural fields, to prepare the field for 
the next sowing season. 

 It is mostly done in states of Punjab, 
Haryana to remove the paddy crop residue 
from the field and sow wheat. 

 This burning of stubble is cited as one of 
the major reasons for pollution around the 
National Capital Region. 

Happy Seeder 
 The Happy Seeder is a tractor-mounted 

machine that cuts and lifts rice straw, and 
sows wheat into the soil. 

 It allows the farmers to sow immediately 
after the rice harvest without burning the 
residue, which causes large scale pollution. 

 But because the cost of the happy Seeder 
is too high, the farmers are unable to use 
them. 

Super Straw Management System (Super-SMS) 
 It is device which is attached to the 

harvester. 
 It is used in spreading the loose straw 

thrown by the machine evenly across the 
field. 

 The cost of this machine is also high. 
Government Intervention 

 The Farmers had given the subsidy of 50% 
for buying these machines. 

 Hiring centres or collective farmers (at 
least 8) can get subsidy up to 80%. 

 Creating awareness among the farmers on 
the field. 

 

IMD’s Red Alert  
About IMD 

 The India Meteorological Department 
(IMD which was established in the year 
1875 is an agency of the Ministry of Earth 
Sciences of the Government of India.  

 It is the principal agency responsible for 
meteorological observations, weather 
forecasting etc. 

 It gives vital information relating to 
weather forecast to farmers, aviation 
industry, fishermen. 

 IMD also operates seismic monitoring 
centres at key locations for earthquake 
monitoring and measurements. 

What is Red alert? 
 IMD has a mandate to issue alerts based 

on the level of caution forecasted. 
 They are divided into 4 colours based on 

level of caution. 

COLOUR 
CODE 

LEVEL OF CAUTION 
 
 

Red Action needed by 
government 
 
 

Orange Government agencies be 
prepared for severe 
weather 
 

 

Yellow Situation to be watched 

Green No action 
 

 

Why in news? 
 The IMD cautioned two districts in Kerala 

with red alert, as a new low pressure was 
formed in the Arabian Sea. 

 As the Weather forecasting agency 
forecasted later to see the depression 
forms as cyclonic storm and move towards 
Oman, it scaled down red alert to orange 
alert. 
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Organic farming 
What is organic farming? 

 Organic Farming is a method of farming 
system which primarily aimed at 
cultivating the land by use of organic 
wastes (crop, animal and farm wastes, 
aquatic wastes) and other biological 
materials for sustainable production. 

 This farming system avoids the usage of 
synthetic fertilizers, pesticides and 
livestock additives. 

 It helps in improving soil health, animal 
husbandry, water conservation, increasing 
genetic diversity etc. 

 Area under organic farming in India is said 
to be 23 lakh hectares, which is about just 
1% of overall gross sown area. 

National Project on Organic Farming 
 It is a central sector scheme which was 

formulated during the 10th five-year plan. 
 It helps in promotion and creating 

awareness among the people about the 
positives of organic farming. 

 To act as nodal quality control laboratory 
for analysis of bio fertilizers and organic 
fertilizers. 

 To maintain National and Regional culture 
collection bank of bio fertilizer. 

 It provides financial assistance for agro-
waste compost production units, bio-
fertilizers, bio-pesticides production units. 

Multi action waste decomposer  
 It is a combination of few beneficial 

microorganisms which was framed in 
2004. 

 It can be used for quick composting of bio 
wastes, drip irrigation and trigger the 
defence mechanism of plants. 

 It is simple to use and has better crop 
response 

 Very low cost. 
 It helps in Swachh Bharat movement by 

converting bio waste into organic manure. 
Why in news? 

 Jaivik Krishi Sammelan was organised by 
the National Centre of Organic Farming to 
create awareness about the potential of 
organic farming. 

 During 2016-17, India produced 15 lakh 
tonnes organic produced, the domestic 
market size is estimated at Rs 2000 crore  

 Organic farming is expected to touch Rs 
10000 crore in the next three years. 

 Al the farmers are required to unite to 
form a holistic organic revolution in the 
country. 

 

Naming a Cyclone  
How are cyclones named? 

 In September 2004, an international panel 
on tropical cyclones decided that countries 
from the region would select the names 
for cyclones. 

 It could be assigned to storms forming in 
Bay of Bengal and Arabian sea. 

 Eight countries India, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, Maldives, Myanmar, Oman, Sri 
Lanka and Thailand participated and came 
up with a list of 64 names. 

Why in news? 
 Tropical Cyclone Luban is spinning 

through the Arabian Sea. 
 It is forecasted to move toward Oman, 

Yemen or the Gulf of Aden in the week 
ahead. 

 The cyclone is named as Luban by Oman 
authorities. 

 It is likely to intensify further and move 
west-north-westwards towards Yemen & 
South Oman Coasts. 

 

Green Good Deeds campaign 
What is it? 

 It is launched by Union Ministry of 
Environment, Forests and Climate Change 
(MoEFCC). 

 It is a people-oriented campaign is to 
sensitize people and students, in particular 
about climate change and global warming. 

 The campaign aims to broad its base with 
involvement of teachers, students and 
other voluntary organizations. 

The Approach 
 States should have a great responsibility in 

implementing Green good deeds campaign 
and play a vital role in fighting climate 
change. 

 Adopting Green Good Behaviour, Green 
Social Responsibility and Green Practices 
will help in fighting climate change. 

 States must also take ambitious climate 
action on both, mitigation as well as 
adaptation. 

 State Action Plan on Climate Change 
(SAPCC) must be revised and updated. 
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North East monsoon 
About NE Monsoon 

 The period October to December is 
referred to as Northeast Monsoon season 
over peninsular India. 

 Northeast Monsoon season is the major 
period of rainfall activity over south India. 

 The retreating monsoons absorb moisture 
while passing over the Bay of Bengal and 
cause this rainfall. 

 Most severe tropical cyclones originate in 
the Indian seas especially in the Bay of 
Bengal during NE monsoon 

 The area’s most vulnerable to these 
storms include the coastal belts of Tamil 
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha and West 
Bengal. 

Why in news? 
 The Metrological Department has 

announced that the onset of Northeast 
Monsoon may be delayed. 

 This delay is mainly due to the formation 
of two cyclones in both Arabian sea and 
Bay of Bengal (cyclone Titli, Luban) 

 These cyclones had influenced the wind 
direction and distribution of moisture in 
Bay of Bengal, Arabian Sea. 

 Only after the landfall of these cyclones, 
the onset of NE monsoon might be seen. 

 

Jal Bachao, Video Banao, Puraskar 
Pao Contest 
About the contest 

 It was launched by the Ministry of Water 
Resources, River Development and Ganga 
Rejuvenation in collaboration with the 
MyGov portal of the Government of India. 

 The main objective of this contest is to 
spread awareness about water 
conservation. 

Participation 
 Any Indian citizen can participate in the 

contest. 
 He or she needs to shoot an original video 

on the theme. 
 They are required to upload their entries 

on YouTube 
 Enter the publicly accessible link on the 

Video link section of MyGov contest page 
www.mygov.in. 

 The winners will be announced based on 
the best video shoot. 

 

Bisphenol A 
What is bisphenol A? 

 It is used to coat the inside of food cans, 
bottle tops and water supply lines. 

 It is said to be safe in low doses. 
 But prolonged exposure to bisphenol A 

(BPA)might lead to high blood pressure. 
Why in news? 
  Scientists from US had developed micron-

sized spheres which is a collection of titanium 
dioxide petals. 

 They had used cyclodextrin — a benign sugar-
based molecule often used in food and drugs, 
to attract the BPA. 

 After attracting, the reactive oxygen species 
(ROS) produced by the spheres reduces BPA 

into harmless chemicals. 
What are ROS? 
  Reactive oxygen species (ROS) are chemically 

reactive chemical species containing oxygen. 

 

Flood-An Evergreen Disaster 
The economic view 

 The floods usually have a large-scale 
impact on global trade chains, national 
GDPs, household income and inequality.  

 With large scale structural adaptations to 
overcome flooding, the financial costs for 
shelters are increasing year by year. 

 The total economic losses from river 
flooding alone will increase by 17 percent 
globally. 

 Flooding also play a vital part in setting up 
the tone of inflation in the country. 

 Increased urbanization, climate change 
and outdated infrastructure makes the 
damages due to floods to another level. 

Why Flood is happening frequently? 
 As the earth’s temperature increases, its 

atmosphere can hold more water vapour.  
 More moisture in the air means more 

sudden, violent rainfalls can occur 
frequently. 

 The other main factor is the increasing 
rate at which glaciers and ice sheets are 
melting into the sea.  

 In cities at the coastal areas, both of the 
changes-sea level rise and more extreme 
precipitation-can combine to create even 
greater floods.  
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Culture 
 

Aranmula’s Heritage  
What’s in the news? 

 The ICCROM is teaming up with the Kerala 
government to retrieve the state’s cultural 
wealth which was affected by the recent 
floods. The ICCROM team will visit the 
flood-affected sites for restoration and will 
also work for the rehabilitation of people 
like artisans who are sustaining heritage, 
both in the tangible and intangible forms. 

About Aranmula 
 One of the worst flood-affected places is 

Aranmula, a heritage village in 
Pathanamthitta district which is well 
known for its rich heritage in the areas of 
arts, culture, literature, agriculture, 
traditional practices, temple arts, 
sculpture, and also for the world-famous 
metal mirror, popularly known as 
Aranmula Kannadi. 

 The palliyodam, or snake boat shaped in 
the anantha shayanam pose of Lord 
Vishnu, is another important part of 
Aranmula’s heritage. There are 52 such 
boats belonging to 52 villages around 
Aranmula; they are revered and 
worshipped by the people. Many of these 
boats were damaged beyond repair. 

About ICCROM 
 The International Centre for the Study of 

the Preservation and Restoration of 
Cultural Property (ICCROM) is an 
intergovernmental organization with 
headquarters in Rome, created to promote 
the conservation of all forms of cultural 
heritage, in every region of the world. 

 Its mission is to provide Member States 
with the best tools, knowledge, skills and 
enabling environment to preserve their 
cultural heritage in all of its forms, for the 
benefit of all people.  

 Currently, it has 136 member-states 
including India. 

 

Swachh Army 
What’s in the news? 

 The Uttar Pradesh government, which will 
be organising the Kumbh Mela in January 

2019, is requesting the help of Ganga Task 
Force (GTF). 

 The GTF is a volunteer force of ex-
servicemen, specially trained by the 
Ministry of Defence will help with crowd 
management, spread awareness on 
keeping the river clean and stop people 
and industry from polluting the river. 

About Kumbh Mela 
 Kumbh Mela is considered to be the 

largest peaceful congregation of pilgrims 
on earth, attended by millions irrespective 
of caste, creed or gender.  

 The festival is celebrated four times every 
12 years, the site of the observance 
rotating between four pilgrimage places 
on four sacred rivers:  

 Haridwar on the Ganges River  
 Ujjain on the Shipra 
 Nasik on the Godavari 
 Prayag (Allahabad) at the confluence of 

the Ganges, Yamuna, and the mythical 
River Sarasvati 

 Knowledge and skills related to Kumbh 
Mela are transmitted through the Guru-
Shishya Parampara (teacher-student 
relationship) by way of saints and sadhus 
teaching their disciples. 

 Kumbh Mela has been inscribed on the 
UNESCO’s Representative List of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 

 

Ma. Po. Si  
About Ma.Po.Si 

 Mylapore Ponnuswamy Sivagnanam also 
known as Ma.Po.Si, was a freedom fighter 
and a learned scholar of Tamil literature 
who forged a new identity for Tamil Nadu, 
Tamil language and Tamil Culture.  

 He played a key role in spreading the epic 
'Silappathikaram' throughout Tamil Nadu.  

 His works like 'Kappalottiya Thamizhan' 
(based on V.O Chidambaram Pillai), 
‘Viduthalai Poril Thamizhagam’ record the 
role of Tamilnadu in the Nationalist 
movement. 

What’s in the news? 
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 Releasing the autobiography 'Enadhu 
Porattam' on Ma.Po.Si, the Vice President of 
India, Venkaiah Naidu has said that the stories 

of such great leaders should be taught in all 
schools. 

 
 

Miscellaneous 
 

Nagaland’s ‘Gandhi’ 
Natwar Thakkar 

 Natwar Thakkar, a Gandhian, was the 
founder of Nagaland Gandhi Ashram and 
two institutes – National Institute of 
Electronics & Information Technology and 
Mahatma Gandhi Academy of Human 
Development.  

 He was a recipient of the Padma Shree 
award. The Gandhian was chosen as a 

member of a committee, constituted by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, for the 
countrywide year-long celebration of the 
150th birth anniversary of Mahatma 
Gandhi. 

 Because of his efforts to spread Gandhian 
philosophy and peace he was known as 
Nagaland’s Gandhi. 

What’s in the news? 
 The Social activist died in Guwahati.  
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News in-depth 
 

The in-depth reports are sourced from Yojana, Kurukshetra, The Hindu Editorials, The 
Indian Express Editorials, RSTV debates and discussions, All India Radio News Analysis 

and PIB 
 

General Studies-1 
 

How safe are high Rises?  
(Developmental issues, urbanization, their problems and their remedies) 
Introduction: 

 A Good Samaritan in her early thirties died after a fire broke out at a complex building in the National 
Capital region. 

 Thanks to her, almost everyone escaped to safety, but unfortunately, she couldn’t. 
 A fire, accidental or otherwise, is likely to cause 12 times more deaths than injuries as per the NCRB 

data available in the country. The data shows 51 deaths are caused by fire every day. 
 The data shows residential buildings are more likely to catch fire than factories manufacturing 

combustible items. 

 Incidents at residential buildings account for 29% of the total number of fires caused. 
Why are the residential areas more accident prone? 

 When compared to the office buildings were norms are strictly followed and professionals are given 
proper training, the residential building there is very less monitoring and the safety norms are not 
followed properly. 

 Lack of awareness and negligence of the citizens as well as authorities in following rules on fire 
safety. 

 The residential building has people of different age group and more electrical appliances and kitchen 
which has more fire issues are more prone to fire. 

 Even in metro cities like Delhi where 20 million people there are only 67 fire stations available. 
What can be done? 

 The real estate sector needs proper regulation, the builders and promotes should get permission 
only if they have a proper layout and fire accident prevention plan. 

 Usually the standards of building are checked only when the building gets approval, its high time that 
the maintenance too needs to be checked on a regular basis. 

 The mass awareness campaign and events like marathon will bring better awareness among the 
people. 

 Frequent fire drills and camps in residential area and schools will educate people on ways to escape 
and prevent such accidents. 

 The space between the buildings, the ventilation criteria should be strictly followed. 
Conclusion: 

 With India growing fast in urbanisation there needs a national policy and guidelines on fire accident 
awareness and the focus on urbanisation is not faster growth of building but safe buildings. 

  

Misogyny is the new idiom 
(Women’s issues) 
Introduction:             There is a rise in the trend of the movies 

which comes up with misogyny (ingrained 
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prejudice against women) on women like 
witch power, obsessive women etc. which 
has led to prejudice and rise in violence 
against women. 

A new social reality: 
 The idea that women have secret powers 

which they are prone to using for evil 
purposes, including revenge, is common 
enough to make the recent films successful 
at the box office. 

 The core theme of such movies is the fear 
of women. 

 Over five years ago, after the ‘Nirbhaya’ 
episode, criminal laws and procedures 
were revised, raising the hope of 
containing crimes against girls and 
women. That hope has receded even as 
rape has become routinized. 

 Every morning, numerous incidents of 
rape are reported in newspapers. Many of 
these incidents involve young men getting 
together to rape a woman. 

 The term ‘gang-rape’ is used for such 
incidents, the word ‘gang’ suggesting an 
organised, well-planned crime. This usage 
hides the spontaneity and speed with 

which those who commit the crime came 
together when they spot a potential victim. 

 The idea of noticing an opportunity to rape 
together reflects an awful reality. 

 The police can hardly cope with this kind 
of commonplace social reality. 

 The new commonplace status of rape, 
including collective rape, as a crime that 
can occur anywhere, anytime, is what 
distinguishes the current cultural 
landscape. Conquest over a woman forms 
the central theme of this cultural 
condition. 

 Even if the victim is a child, the sense of 
conquest over her remains relevant to 
understanding the new male perspective. 

Way Forward: 
 The current school education on sex 

education and women awareness 
campaign have done very less in the 
direction of protection of women, what is 
needed is change in mindset and breaking 
the prejudice in religion and social 
practices. 

 

#MeToo: Not without her consent 
(Women’s issues) 
Introduction 

 The #MeToo outpouring demands a new, 
fair system that delivers brisk justice. 
There is increased complains in this 
campaign because it’s seen that women 
prefer naming and shaming more than the 
formal complaints due to the lengthy 
procedure. 

About the process: 
 At the heart of this change is the utter 

failure of due process. Victims who have 
written formal complaints and tried to get 
their organisations to act have mostly 
found themselves facing a system that 
prefers to be complicit with the 
perpetrators. 

 The events, added to the daily news cycle 
of multiple rapes, stalking, and harassment 
from all across the country has resulted in 
victims of sexual crimes entirely losing 
faith in the justice system. 

 This failure of due process is the success of 
#MeToo. After decades of witnessing the 
impunity of the perpetrators, #MeToo is 
fuelled by an impunity of sorts of the 
‘victims’.  

 Publicly naming and shaming, sometimes 
through anonymous screen shots, is 
obviously a flawed process, and nobody is 
blind to that. But our legal procedures and 
societal mindset has led to this success of 
#Metoo campaign. 

A metamorphosis: 
 Now that the floodgates have opened, 

various kinds of stories are getting 
exposed — ranging from awkward flirting 
to physical assault.  

 One other factor that is focus of the 
discussion into two is the nature of 
consent. What needs consent is often a 
function of society — many aspects of 
intersexual behaviour especially in the 
workplace that were acceptable 30 years 
ago, needless to say, are not tolerated any 
more.  

 However, with the advent of smartphones 
and instant messaging, interpersonal 
behaviour and the definition of consent 
have undergone a particularly momentous 
metamorphosis in the last decade. It is 
imperative at this point, therefore, to 
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consider that consent is not static, but 
needs to be continuous and incremental. 

 In the dating mores of millennials, seeking 
and swapping intimate photographs of 
each other is par for the course.  

 While the tendency, especially among the 
older generation, is to sweep subsequent 
allegations of violation of this trust as 
something the victim should have 
accounted for, and maybe even taken 
responsibility of, the #MeToo movement 
has revealed that to be old fashioned.  

 What is regarded as appropriate 
behaviour is anchored in many things — 
the age of the participants, their 
geographic location (what is acceptable in 
Denver is questionable in Delhi, and what 
is true for Delhi need not be conventional 
in Dindigul), as well as the social and 
economic demographic they occupy. A 
one-size-fits-all rule is not applicable.  

 As more people get on board social media, 
where many of these structures tend to be 

invisible, a code of conduct that is 
constantly evolving is inevitability, as will 
be the violations of this.  

 As the online space matures, so will user 
behaviour. Dismissing these incidents as 
irresponsible acts by the victims are only 
going to postpone the inevitable 
meltdown, not prevent it. 

The larger message: 
 Lastly, many people especially men have 

raised concerns regarding false 
accusations. This is valid, and there have 
been instances of this even in the last 10 
days. No movement is perfect, and all 
battles have collateral damage.  

 This makes it important that men, instead 
of beating their chests about potential 
victimhood, be active allies in making the 
due process a fair and functional one in 
which all victims including those of false 
allegations can seek justice. 

 

By extension: NRC for Tripura 
(Population and associated issues) 
Introduction: 

 The Supreme Court has asked the Central 
government and the Election Commission 
of India to update the NRC to identify and 
deport illegal migrants. 

Issue in Tripura:                     
 The local people of Tripura have 

petitioned to the Supreme Court that the 
influx of illegal immigrants amounts to 
external aggression. 

 The immigrants have turned the tribal 
people as minority in their own land. 

 The petition has referred to the 1993 
tripartite agreement signed between 
Government of Tripura and All Tripura 
Tribal Force that has asked for repartition 
of the Bangladeshi nationals who had 
come to Tripura after March 25,1971. 

 As early as in 1979, after years of struggle, 
the tribal people of the State had gained 
special autonomy provisions, the 
institution of the Tripura Tribal Areas 
Autonomous District Council and 

recognition of their spoken language, 
among other assurances. 

 Since then, the empowerment of the 
council and the protection of tribal rights 
have steadily reduced the tribal versus 
non-tribal differences that once existed in 
the State. 

 Over the last three decades multiple 
insurgent groups have ended violence 
either due to law or because the vital 
demands were met. 

 The new order to update NRC should not 
lead to opening of new pandora box. 

 Cautious steps need to be taken on what 
will be the future of people whose name is 
not listed in NRC and hoe the deportation 
will be carried out. 

Way Forward:                          
 The NRC process may undo the years of 

work done to bring reconciliation between 
Bengali speaking people and the tribal. 
The Supreme Court should be aware of 
this while hearing the petition. 

 

Sec 377 and beyond 
(Social Issues) 
Introduction:  The Supreme Court’s verdict on Section 

377 should be celebrated for ejecting an 
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ugly Victorian norm from the Indian 
criminal justice system. 

 The landmark decision breaks new ground 
by removing restrictions that made 
consensual sexual relations between 
members of the same sex and the 
transgender population a crime. 

 The judgment of the Supreme Court will, 
however, likely have unintended negative 
consequences for one group that has used 
Section 377 to protect itself from sexual 
violence — women. 

Sec 377 spill over effect: 
 While analysis found that more than half 

of the sec 377 registered cases where 
coupled with sec 498 A because most of 

the crimes in sec 498 where minor in 
nature. 

 When sec 377 was combined with sec 498 
it showed the severity of marital rape and 
the cruelty perpetuated on the women. 

 POSCO also largely utilised sec 377 to keep 
the children away from child pornography 
and homosexual rape. 

 Beyond the scrap of Sec 377 where the 
issues of legalising same sex marriages the 
issues like the above mentioned remain. 

Conclusion: 
 The Supreme court has taken the right 

step by decriminalising sec 377, and it is 
the right time to criminalise marital rape 
and change provision in POSCO. 
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General Studies-2 
 

The diaspora and disasters  
(Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests, Indian 
Diaspora) 
Introduction: 

 The recent Kerala floods showed the role 
of Indian diaspora on the social and 
political life of the people of our country. 

The pivotal role that diaspora plays: 
 Unfortunately, not much attention has 

been paid to the role of diaspora groups in 
post-disaster situation. 

 Yet, in a globalised world, the 
international dimensions of disaster 
response and recovery, and the significant 
policy role played by the diaspora can be 
critical’. 

 For example, after the earthquake in 2010 
in Haiti, ‘the Haitian diaspora in the U.S. 
served as a conduit for doctors, nurses, 
engineers, educators, advisers and 
reconstruction planners. 

 In Nepal, after the 2015 earthquake, the 
Non-Resident Nepali Association collected 
$2.69 million, mobilised over 300 
volunteers including doctors and Nurses, 
and pledged to rebuild 1,000 disaster 
resilient houses. 

 In Kerala, the migrant community and 
diaspora moved swiftly to organise an 
Internet-driven response. By sharing and 
re-sharing vital information on affected 

regions and people, supplies, and 
precautionary measures (on social media 
platforms), they were instrumental in 
expanding the flow of information that 
would later be used by politicians, private 
and military rescue operations, and relief 
workers. 

 Successful diaspora groups are among the 
largest contributors to the CMDRF. They 
will be invaluable in mobilising resources, 
talent, and knowledge which will be 
integral in rebuilding the State. 

 Diaspora communities will also inevitably 
shape political and economic responses to 
a disaster. 

 The linking of social capital between 
diaspora, civil society organisations, 
advocacy groups and government 
institutions, although necessary during 
rehabilitation, is bound to lead to 
unanticipated and undesirable outcomes. 

Way Forward: 
 Continuous awareness programmes and 

effective mobilisation of diaspora fund can 
go a long way in effective utilisation of 
diaspora fund and human resource in post 
disaster management. 

  
  

Power Politics at play 
(Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out of 
their design and implementation) 
Introduction: 

 A few months before the next general 
election, the Central government has 
proposed a set of changes to the Electricity 
Act 2003. 

 The amendments seek to enable a market 
transformation in electricity. 

Competition and Change: 
 Bringing in competition and choice in 

supply for the final consumer has long 
been an aim of electricity reform and 
remains central to these amendments. 

 The idea is to allow competition among 
the suppliers so that consumers gets 
cheaper rate. 

 The intent is that the discipline of 
competing for customers will lead to 
improved supply and lower bills. 

 While an earlier 2014 reform effort 
proposed mandatory and time-bound 
implementation of these reforms, and 
therefore was resisted by States, the 
current amendment allows them 
discretion on the timing of 
implementation. 

 The combination of time discretion and 
the improved presence of the ruling 
coalition in State governments may 
facilitate passage this time around. 

 Private suppliers could cherry-pick 
profitable locations and consumers; the 
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state-owned incumbent supplier will be 
left with the obligation to serve low-
paying consumers. 

 Direct benefit transfer to the poor 
consumer will make this step effective. 

Abolition of Cross-Subsidy: 
 The government envisions to remove the 

cross subsidy not across category like 
industry and agriculture but across big 
and small consumers which will 
rationalise the subsidies. 

 So the subsidy changes will move from 
open free access of electricity to cheaper 
source. 

Way forward: 
 There is a compelling rationale for these 

changes — India has among the highest 
electricity tariffs for industry, which bears 
the burden of low-performance and losses 
among other consumers, impacting their 
global competitiveness. However, this shift 
could be highly disruptive if the profit-
making side of electricity is not balanced 
with the loss making side of electricity. 

  

Salvaging a strategic partnership  
(International Relations) 
What is in News? 

 India and Russia had annual summit in 
New Delhi, they concluded with S-400 
defence deal which can attract US 
sanctions on India as per CAATSA act. 

Background: 
 After America first policy and an attempt 

of trump administration to cut the growth 
of Russia, it has introduced CAATSA 
(Countering America’s Adversaries 
through Sanctions Act) which authorizes 
the U.S. government to impose sanctions 
on entities for “significant” defence 
transactions with Russia, North Korea and 
Iran. 

 S-400 is a defence deterrence system 
which can track the multiple coming 
missiles and destroy in air. India in its 
national security interest needs the 
technology and has demanded Russia to 
provide it long before the CAATSA.  

 US has sanctions many countries like 
Turkey and China who has purchased S-
400 under CAATSA, even the officials 
warned India that it may attract sanctions 
if it goes to purchase the system. 

 Ignoring the warning, India acted as per its 
need and has signed a deal of Rs. 40,300 
crore with Russia. The article gives a gist 
of comments on trilateral relationship and 
balancing nature of India 

India and Russia 
 Both the countries have been in good 

relationship mode but due to recent 
policies of America as well as India’s tinge 
of movement towards US have been 
affecting bilateral relations. 

 The article analysis the joint statement of 
annual summit and says that both the 

countries are differ in some of the key 
areas like Pakistan, Afghanistan and China. 
Russia Cross-border terrorism is one thing 
which both countries agreed to oppose 
and mention for the first time in joint 
statement. 

 India expressed its support for the 
“Moscow format”, in which Russia 
involves regional countries and major 
powers in an effort to draw the Taliban 
into negotiations with the Afghan 
leadership. 

 US has boycotted this initiative and has 
unilateral communication with Taliban, 

 There are obvious opportunities for 
cooperation between Russia, which is 
natural resources-rich, and India, which is 
resource-hungry. Recent move of rupee-
rouble mechanism also provide this 
opportunity to match up the requirements. 

 CAATSA has some loopholes like sanctions 
are applied to deals which are done in 
Euros and Dollars, India is transacting in 
local currencies (rupee-rouble 
mechanism). Therefore, with proper 
structuring of business deals, trade and 
investment exchanges with Russia are 
possible, and without losing business with 
Europe and America. 

 Actually, imposing sanctions would hurt 
U.S. defence sales to India, defeating one of 
the principal objectives of the legislation. 
The effort would likely be to achieve 
desired results with the threat of 
sanctions. 

Way forward: 
 India as a neutral country can take its own 

decisions without having a fear of any 
other country. All strategic partnerships 
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should be based on MUTUAL INTERESTS 
than based on ALLIANCES. Indo-Russian 

talks should not hamper the India-US 
dialogue.   

 

The power of non-alignment 
(International relations)  
Introduction 

 With the serious trade wars going 
between powers like among major powers 
like US, China, Russia the writer brings in 
the essence and importance of soft 
balancing by weaker states to bring in 
stability in the geopolitical scenario. 

Background: 
 The Non-Aligned Movement was formed 

during the Cold War, as an organization of 
States that did not seek to formally align 
themselves with either the United States 
or the Soviet Union, but sought to remain 
independent or neutral 

 The basic concept for the group originated 
in 1955 during discussions that took place 
at the Asia-Africa Bandung Conference 
held in Indonesia. 

 NAM’s objective was sought to "create an 
independent path in world politics that 
would not result in member States 
becoming pawns in the struggles between 
the major powers." 

 
Analysis 

 The writer takes the examples of Non-
Aligned movement (NAM), Bandung Afro-
Asian Conference etc. to represent the role 
played by smaller nations which inhibited 
the growth of Cold war and arms race. 

 The coming in of smaller nations and their 
leaders like Jawaharlal Nehru from India, 
Gamal Abdel Nasser from Egypt, Sukarno 
from Indonesia and Josip Broz Tito from 

Yugoslavia with futuristic vision helped in 
trimming the effect of Cold war which in 
turn would have turned to third world 
war. 

 They used the platforms like UN and 
techniques of Naming and Shaming to 
make the smaller countries free from 
colonization, make regions nuclear free, 
understand the country’s their role in the 
development, and make them feel that 
even without aligning to any bigger power, 
the smaller ones can attain the success. 

Present Scenario 
 The present scenario wherein US, Russia 

and China are fighting with each other to 
establish global power, it’s important for 
smaller countries to balance and middle 
between the conflicts. 

 China’s trade and military expansion 
through Belt and Road initiative (BRI), US 
expansion in South China Sea and Indian 
Ocean by building artificial islands and 
military bases, etc. are fuelling new Cold 
war scenario which may first impact small 
nations. Hence nations should attempt to 
go with non-alignment to protect their 
interest and sovereignty. 

Way forward 
 Under these scenarios, there is no leader 

to combine the smaller states and lead the 
non-alignment. There is a need of a leader 
for it. The states must not go around the 
facilities and money which great powers 
are providing rather they should rather 
see their sovereign interests and 
autonomy. 

 They should have multilateral approaches 
than getting into alliances. The groupings 
like ASEAN, SAARC etc. must be 
strengthened to leverage the attainment of 
interests.  

 

We need a pro-liberty judicial approach 
(Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary Ministries and Departments 
of the Government) 
Introduction: 

 The judiciary is the guardian of the 
fundamental rights of the citizen, but some 

of the recent judgements of the SC has 
been seen as a slight deviation from its 
own precedents in terms of civil liberties. 
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The importance of Article 21: 

 Article 21 of the Constitution places the 
personal liberty of citizens on the highest 
pedestal, and so it is the duty of our courts 
to protect it. However, two recent 
decisions of the Supreme Court suggest 
that the court may not be showing 
sufficient zeal in upholding the liberty. 

 Case 1: In Romila Thapar v. Union of 
India, the case concerning the Bhima-
Koregaon accused, the court should have 
applied the ‘clear and present danger’ test 
of the celebrated Justice Holmes of the U.S. 

 If it had done so, it would have held that 
the actions of the accused in the Bhima-
Koregaon incident. By giving bail to the 
accused the civil liberties of the victims 
were affected. 

 Case 2: In Abhijit Iyer-Mitra v. State of 
Odisha, the Supreme Court refused bail to 
the petitioner saying that his action hurt 
religious feelings, an offence under section 
295A of the Indian Penal Code. 

 All that the petitioner did was to tweet 
some satirical remarks about the Konark 
temple, and he clarified in later tweets that 
he was joking.  

 It is true that the tweets were indiscreet 
because many Indians do not understand 

satire, but the court could have laid down 
the condition in its order granting bail that 
the petitioner should not repeat such 
remarks, which could hurt religious 
feelings, and if he did that the bail could be 
cancelled. It was certainly not a case 
deserving rejection of bail altogether. In 
this case the civil liberty of the accused got 
violated. 

 In Maneka Gandhi vs Union of India 
case (1978) SC held that – ‘Procedure 
established by law’ within the meaning of 
Article 21 must be ‘right and just and fair’ 
and ‘not arbitrary, fanciful or oppressive’ 
otherwise, it would be no procedure at all 
and the requirement of Article 21 would 
not be satisfied. Thus, the ‘procedure 
established by law’ has acquired the same 
significance in India as the ‘due process of 
law’ clause in America. 

 These two cases mentioned above how SC 
got deviated the precedence set by it in 
holding precedence of civil liberty. 

Conclusion: 

 Civil liberty is the bedrock of Democracy 
and the SC is the guardian of individual 
liberty needs to ensure the civil liberty is 
upheld in every situation. 

 

The Right to mental Health 
(Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to Health, 
Education, Human Resources) 
Introduction: 

 A new report by Lancet shows how rising 
mental ill health is causing mounting 
disabilities, early deaths and fuelling 
cycles of poverty. 

 Most people with mental health problems 
do not receive care, which prolongs 
suffering and leads to societal and 
economic losses.  

 Even worse, they are often subjected to 
human rights abuses and discrimination. 
Perhaps no other cause of suffering has 
been so profoundly neglected. 

 The term “mental health” has become a 
synonym for “mental illness”. This is in 
stark contrast to what it should be, for 
mental health is the most valued asset we 
have, the most treasured aspect of our 
humanity.  

 Though mental health is a positive asset 
that needs to be taken care of they are the 

most feared health issue and most 
neglected ones as well. 

Situation of mental health in India: 

 The situation in India is on par with 
amongst the worst country-level mental 
health indicators in the world.  

 In India, suicide is now the leading cause 
of death of young people, alcohol use is 
blatantly promoted by commercial 
interests and its abuse has been relegated 
to a moral issue to be addressed by 
primitive, punitive policies rather than 
through a public health approach, tens of 
thousands of people with severe mental 
health problems languish in horrific 
conditions in mental hospitals or on the 
streets and appalling deprivations — from 
under-nutrition to neglect — that affect 
the development of the brain in childhood 
remain unchecked. There are virtually no 
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community-based mental health services 
in the country. 

SDG commission principles: 

 The specific references to mental health 
and substance use as targets within the 
health goal in SDG reflect this 
transformative vision. 

 To help achieve these targets and, indeed, 
the SDGs themselves, the Commission 
outlines a comprehensive blueprint for 
action. It has three unique guiding 
principles.  

 One, our approach to mental health must 
cover its full spectrum, from day-to-day 
wellness to long-term, disabling 
conditions. We know how to promote 
mental health, prevent mental disorders 
and enable recovery. It’s time to use this 
knowledge to benefit entire populations. 

 Two, mental health is the product of 
psychosocial, environmental, biological 
and genetic factors interacting with 
neurodevelopmental processes, especially 
in the first two decades of our lives.  

 Because our experiences in childhood and 
adolescence shape our mental health for 
life, it is crucial that these years unfold in 
nurturing environments, which promote 
mental health and prevent mental 
disorders.  

 Three, mental health should be respected 
as a fundamental right by putting people 
living with mental health problems at the 
centre of planning services. Everyone is 
entitled to dignity, autonomy, care in the 
community and freedom from 
discrimination. 

Actions to be taken: 

 First, mental health services must be 
scaled up as an essential component of 
universal health coverage.  

 Second, barriers and threats to mental 
health, such as the pervasive impact of 
stigma, must be assertively addressed.  

 Third, mental health must be protected by 
public policies and developmental efforts 
led by the country’s top leadership. This 

endeavour should involve a wide range of 
stakeholders within and beyond health.  

 Fourth, new opportunities must be 
enthusiastically embraced, in particular 
those offered by the innovative use of 
community health workers and digital 
technologies to deliver a range of mental 
health interventions.  

 Fifth, substantial additional investments 
must be urgently made as the economic 
and health case for increased investments 
in mental health is strong. There is also an 
immediate opportunity for more efficient 
use of existing resources, for example, 
through the redistribution of budgets from 
large hospitals to district hospitals and 
community-based local services.  

 Finally, investments in research and 
innovation must harness diverse 
disciplines to advance understanding of 
the causes of mental disorders and 
develop more effective interventions to 
prevent and treat them. 

Conclusion: 

 Mental health is a global public good. Our 
reframing of mental health is aligned with 
the central principle to “leave no one 
behind” and to the contemporary notions 
of human capabilities and capital. 

 Urgent action to fully implement our 
recommendations will not only hasten the 
attainment of the health SDG, but indeed 
many of the other SDGs as well. While 
diverse legislation and programmes, from 
the Rashtriya Bal Swasthya Karyakram to 
the Mental Health Care Act, provide a 
robust policy foundation for realising 
these aspirations in India, we need to 
ensure that these are implemented.  

 For this, we will need a genuine 
partnership of a diverse range of groups 
— from the mental health and 
development communities to policy 
makers and civil society — coming 
together to transform mental health 
across the country. 

 
Negotiating the US sanctions 
(International Relations)  
Introduction: 

 President Donald Trump on said that India 
"will soon find out" about his decision on 
the punitive CAATSA sanctions after India 

signed a USD 5 billion deal to purchase the 
much-vaunted S-400 air defence system 
from Russia. 
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 Under the Countering America's 
Adversaries Through Sanctions Act or 
CAATSA sanctions, which was amended 
early this year, only Trump has the 
authority for the presidential waiver to 
India on weapons deal with sanctions-hit 
Russia. India last week inked a USD 5 
billion deal to purchase S-400 Triumf air 
defence system from Moscow. 

 Amidst the suspense, Ambassador of 
Russia to India, said that US sanctions will 
not be a pressure on India-Russia defence 
deals and the two countries will further 
intensify their military cooperation and 
defence purchases in the coming days. 

What is CAATSA? 
 It is a United States federal law that 

imposed sanctions on Iran, North Korea, 
and Russia 

 The CAATSA includes sanctions against 
countries that engage in significant 
transactions with the Russian defence and 
intelligence sectors. 

Waiver on the sanction: 
 A recent US Congressional conference 

report paved the path for a waiver to 
countries such as India from the punitive 
Countering America’s Adversaries 
Through Sanctions Act or CAATSA. 

 This punitive act was signed reluctantly by 
President Donald Trump in August 2017 
and forced his administration to impose 
sanctions on any country carrying out 
significant defence and energy trade with 
sanctioned entities in North Korea, Iran 
and Russia. 

 The Senate and House Armed Services 
Committee in a joint conference report to 
the National Defense Authorization Act 

(NDAA)-2019 provided a modified waiver 
to section 231 of CAATSA.  

 As pointed out by a media release by the 
Senate Armed Services Committee, the 
proposed modified waiver requires 
presidential certifications designed to 
protect US alliances, military operations, 
and sensitive technology. 

 However, after India went ahead with the 
deal of S400 Us has again threatened that 
India would also face sanctions sooner. 

The clash of interests: 
 The US has on recent decades is moving 

close to India, it has wanted India to be a 
strong strategic partner in Asia Pacific 
region. 

 It wanted India to be a major player in 
Afghanistan, continuously helped India in 
joining nuclear export regimes. 

 But India’s close relationship with Russia 
and Iran is detested by US. It wants India 
to stop arms import from Russia and oil 
from Iran at the earliest. 

 US have to realise that India’s military 
equipment from the initial period are 
hugely procured from Russia which needs 
its technical assistance. 

 And Iran is of strategic interest to India. 
Though India can reduce the amount of oil 
purchased it cannot completely stop 
procurement. 

 The clash of interest will only be a irritant 
between India-US relation if not 
negotiated properly. 

Conclusion: 
 U.S. and India needs to negotiate the issue 

before this irritant has spill over effect on 
other issues. 
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Crop damages in wild animal attack put under Fasal Bima Yojana 
(Agriculture)  
Why in News? 

 The Union government has decided to 
cover damages to crops in wild animal 
attacks under the Pradhan Mantri Fasal 
Bima Yojna in select districts on an 
experimental basis. 

Background 
 Several parliamentarians have been 

raising this issue from time to time and 
demanding insurance cover for damages 
to the crops in animal attacks under the 
Cent 

Background 
 Several parliamentarians have been 

raising this issue from time to time and 
demanding insurance cover for damages 
to the crops in animal attacks under the 
Centre's scheme. 

 The government has also brought under 
the PMFBY ambit certain horticultural 
crops on an experimental basis. 

 Following a two-year review of the 
scheme, now damages to the individual 
fields due to incidents of local disasters 
like cloud bursts and fire too are being 
taken up now for insurance claims. 

Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PFBY) 
 The Crop Insurance Scheme is in line with 

One Nation – One Scheme theme.  It 
incorporates the best features of all 
previous schemes and at the same time, all 
previous shortcomings/weaknesses have 
been removed. The PMFBY replaced two 
schemes National Agricultural Insurance 
Scheme as well as the Modified NAIS. 

Objectives 
1. To provide insurance coverage and 

financial support to the farmers in the 
event of failure of any of the notified crop 

as a result of natural calamities, pests & 
diseases. 

2. To stabilise the income of farmers to 
ensure their continuance in farming. 

3. To encourage farmers to adopt innovative 
and modern agricultural practices. 

4. To ensure the flow of credit to the 
agriculture sector. 

Salient Features 
1. There is a uniform premium of only 2% to 

be paid by farmers for all Kharif crops and 
1.5% for all Rabi crops. In case of annual 
commercial and horticultural crops, the 
premium to be paid by farmers is only 5%. 

2. There is no upper limit on Government 
subsidy. Even if the balance premium is 
90%, it is borne by the Government. 

3. Earlier, there was a provision of capping 
the premium rate which resulted in low 
claims being paid to farmers. This capping 
was done to limit Government outgo on 
the premium subsidy. This capping has 
now been removed and farmers get a 
claim against full sum insured without any 
reduction. 

4. The use of technology is encouraged to a 
great extent. Smart phones are used to 
capture and upload data of crop cutting to 
reduce the delays in claim payment to 
farmers. Remote sensing is used to reduce 
the number of crop cutting experiments. 

5. One of the objectives of the scheme is to 
facilitate prompt claims settlement. 
Towards this, the scheme guidelines 
provide that claims must be settled within 
two months of harvest subject to a timely 
provision of both yield data and share of 
premium subsidy by the State 
Government. 

  

 ‘Learn from highways to promote infra’ 
(Investment Models) 
 Why in News? 

 According to credit rating agency 
CRISIL, reviving private sector investment 
in infrastructure will need an innovative 
sector-by-sector overhaul of the existing 
PPP models. 

Background 

 The main takeaway from the CRISIL report 
is that the share of private investment has 
come down this year. The share of public 
spending has grown however there is a 
need to reduce the consolidated Centre 
and States’ fiscal deficit. Going forward the 
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Centre and States to continue to provide 
that funding support may not work. 

 In order to ensure continued growth, a 
good model to follow will be that of the 
Highway sector, which has seen maximum 
increase in investments . It’s not only the 
hybrid annuity model or the TOT (toll-
operate-transfer) model followed by this 
sector but the key takeaway is that there 
was a lot of focus and effort to tweak the 
PPP framework and make it more 
bankable. 

 The National Highways Authority - the 
nodal agency for ensuring the rapid 
development of roads in the country has 
made PPP the preferred mode for most of 
its projects. PPP projects take much lesser 
time to complete and the Government 
does not have to bear cost over-runs. 

Different PPP Models in the Highways sector - 
 EPC-It stands for Engineering, 

Procurement, Construction. In this, the 
Engineering and Construction Contractor 
carries out the detailed engineering design 
of the project, procure all the equipment 
and materials necessary and then 
construct to deliver a functioning facility 
or asset to their clients. The private 
sector’s participation is minimal and is 
limited to the provision of engineering 
expertise. The primary drawback of the 
model is the high financial burden  borne 
by  the government 

 BOT-Toll (Build-Operate-Transfer) -In 
this framework a third party, for example, 
the public administration delegates to a 
private sector entity to design and build 
infrastructure and to operate and maintain 
these facilities for a certain period. During 
this period the private party has the 

responsibility to raise the finance for the 
project and is entitled to retain all 
revenues generated by the project. The 
facility will then be transferred to the 
public administration at the end of the 
concession agreement. 

 BOT-Annuity - In the case of annuity 
model, the cost of building the entity is 
paid to the private entity or the developer 
annually after starting commercial 
operations of the facility.  There is no user 
fee collection but the government has to 
keep paying the private entity every year. 

 Operation Maintainance and Transfer 
(OMT)-Under OMT  the operation and 
maintenance of roads are outsourced to a 
private entity for a definite concession 
period.It is a scheme for tapping the 
private sectors efficiencies in operation, 
fee collection, and maintenance. e.g Golden 
Quadrilateral and North South East 
West  (NSEW) Corridor. 

 DBOT (Design Build Operate Transfer) - 
Under this model the private sector 
designs and builds a facility. Once the 
facility is completed the private sector 
operates the facility for a specified period. 
e.g-Worli Haji Sea link in Mumbai. 

 Hybrid Annuity Model-In India, the new 
HAM is a mix of BOT-Annuity and EPC 
models. As per the design, the government 
will contribute to 40% of the project cost 
in the first five years through annual 
payments (annuity). The remaining 
payment will be made on the basis of the 
assets created and the performance of the 
developer. There is no toll right for the 
developer. Under HAM, Revenue collection 
is the responsibility of the National 
Highways Authority of India (NHAI). 

  
  

Sovereign Gold Bond Scheme 2018 -19 
(Mobilisation of Resources) 
Why in News? 

 The government of India, in consultation 
with the Reserve Bank of India, has 
decided to issue Sovereign Gold Bonds-
2018-19. The Sovereign Gold Bonds will 
be issued every month from October 2018 
to February 2019. 

About the Scheme 
 Sovereign Gold Bonds (SGBs) are a kind of 

Government bonds that are issued (by the 

RBI on behalf of the Government) on 
payment of rupees but denominated in 
grams of gold. The value of these bonds is 
tied to the value of gold. On redemption, 
the investor gets interest income and the 
prevailing price of gold. 

Rationale 
 The demand for gold for investment 

purpose is due to the returns and ease that 
the metal provides vis-à-vis other 
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investment instruments. Given these 
benefits, the demand for gold for 
‘investment purpose’ can be shifted away 
from physical gold, only if an alternate 
financial instrument for investment, which 
is linked to price movements of gold is 
made available. The Sovereign Gold Bonds 
scheme aims at achieving this objective. 

Salient Features 
 Eligibility-The Bonds are restricted for 

sale to resident entities including 
individuals, HUFs, Trusts, Universities and 
Charitable Institutions. 

 Minimum permissible investment is 1 
gram of gold, The maximum limit of 
subscribed shall be 4 KG for the individual, 
4 Kg for HUF and 20 Kg for trusts and 
similar entities per fiscal. 

 Bonds can be used as collateral for loans, 
they are also tradeable at stock exchanges. 

 The interest on Gold Bonds shall be 
taxable as per the provision of Income Tax 
Act, 1961 (43 of 1961). The capital gains 
tax arising on redemption of SGB to an 
individual has been exempted. 

Advantages for Investor 
The advantages to the investor in investing in SGB 
instead of gold are the following: 

1. Interest earnings on an otherwise dead 
asset. 

2. Ease of storage and handling gold, while 
preserving its advantage of earnings in 
terms of appreciation of its prices in 
future. 

3. An alternate instrument for investment. 
Disadvantage 

 The only possible disadvantage to the 
investor is that, while in the event of 
appreciation of the price of gold, the 
investor gains, however, in the unlikely 
event of a fall in gold prices, the loss too 
will be borne by the investor. 

Advantages to the Economy 
 The advantages to the Government and 

the economy are the following: 
 Reduction in the cost of Government’s 

borrowings- the current borrowing cost 
from the domestic market is around 7-8 
per cent. Thus, an interest payment below 
this level is a yearly saving for the 
Government on account of its borrowing 
cost. This difference can be used by the 
Government to cover the appreciation of 
gold prices payable to the investors at the 
time of redemption. 

 A decrease in the price of the gold will be a 
gain for the Government. 

 It will reduce the demand for physical gold 
to some extent and thus helps in reducing 
the annual demand for import of gold. 

Disadvantage 
 The possible disadvantage to the 

Government will be in the unlikely event 
of a substantial increase in gold prices. For 
this, the scheme proposes the creation of a 
Gold Reserve Fund which will absorb the 
price fluctuations and the fund will be 
continuously monitored for sustainability.  

 Further, the issuance of the SGBs will is in 
tranches to enable the Government to 
maintain its issuance within its yearly 
borrowing limits. 

  

Second Generation (2G) Ethanol Bio-refinery 
(Resource Mobilisation) 
Why in News? 

 Odisha Governor laid the foundation stone 
for Second Generation (2G) Ethanol Bio-
refinery in Bargarh. 

Background 
 Biofuels have assumed importance 

recently due to the growing energy 
security needs and environmental 
concerns. Several countries have put forth 
different mechanism and incentives to 
encourage production and use of biofuels 
to suit their domestic requirements. Indi 
has surplus biomass availability of about 
120-160 MMT annually which if 

converted, has the potential to yield 3000 
crore litres of ethanol. 

 The National Biofuel Policy of India 2018 
targets 20% Ethanol blending to Petrol by 
the year 2030. However, due to non-
availability of Ethanol, the current Ethanol 
blending in Petrol is about 3 to 4%. Setting 
up of 2G Ethanol plants will help achieve 
the target of Ethanol blending in Petrol. 

What are Biofuels? 
 Biofuels are combustible fuels created 

from biomass, that is, plant or algae 
material or animal waste, in other words, 
fuels created from recently living plant 
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matter as opposed to ancient plant matter 
in hydrocarbons. 

 Since such feedstock material can be 
replenished readily, biofuel is considered 
to be a source of renewable energy, unlike 
fossil fuels such as petroleum, coal, and 
natural gas. 

Bargarh Bio-Refinery 
 The Bio-refinery, the first of its kind to be 

set up, will have a capacity to produce 
three crore litres of fuel grade Ethanol 
annually using Rice straw as the feedstock. 
Ethanol produced from this plant will be 
blended with Petrol. 

Significance 
 The Bio-Refineries will contribute to the 

cleaner environment due to usage of waste 
Rice straw for Ethanol production thereby 
reducing waste straw burning in fields. 

 Blending of Ethanol in Petrol will reduce 
Green House Gas emissions as compared 
to fossil fuels. 

 The plant is based on Zero-liquid 
discharge plant technology where all 
water will be recycled back into the plant. 

 In addition to a cleaner environment, the 
project will also help improve the socio-
economic conditions of the farmers due to 
additional income from the sale of Rice 
straw to the bio-refinery. 

 It will help generate employment for 
approximately 1200 persons (both direct 
and indirect) during construction, 
operation of plant and supply chain 
management of biomass. 

 It will go a long way in boosting the 
infrastructural development in the area 
and overall improvement in the livelihood 
of people. 

 Further, blending of ethanol enhances self-
sufficiency of the Nation by reducing oil 
imports, thereby saving foreign exchange. 

The National Biofuel Policy of India 2018 
 The Policy categorises biofuels as "Basic 

Biofuels" viz. First Generation (1G) 
bioethanol & biodiesel and "Advanced 
Biofuels" - Second Generation (2G) 
ethanol, Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) to 
drop-in fuels, Third Generation (3G) 
biofuels, bio-CNG etc. to enable the 
extension of appropriate financial and 
fiscal incentives under each category. 

 The Policy expands the scope of raw 
material for ethanol production by 
allowing the use of Sugarcane Juice, Sugar-
containing materials like Sugar Beet, 
Sweet Sorghum, Starch-containing 
materials like Corn, Cassava, Damaged 
food grains like wheat, broken rice, Rotten 
Potatoes, unfit for human consumption for 
ethanol production. 

 The Policy allows use of surplus food 
grains for production of ethanol for 
blending with petrol with the approval of 
National Biofuel Coordination Committee. 

 With a thrust on Advanced Biofuels, the 
Policy indicates a viability gap funding 
scheme for 2G ethanol Bio refineries. 

 The Policy encourages setting up of supply 
chain mechanisms for biodiesel 
production from non-edible oilseeds, Used 
Cooking Oil, short gestation crops. 

   

The vision of a USD 5 Trillion Indian Economy 
(Indian Economy)  
Why in News? 

 The Working Group tasked to develop a 
roadmap towards achieving a 5 trillion 
dollar economy by 2025has prepared its 
report and it is being circulated to the 
stakeholders for further suggestions. 

Background 
 India is one of the fastest growing major 

economies and is currently ranked as the 
world’s sixth largest economy.  

 The underlying strengths are indicative of 
the potential of India to achieve a USD 5 
trillion economy by 2025.  

 The current structure of the economy and 
the emerging dynamics provide the 
grounds for the target of achieving- 1 
trillion dollar from agriculture and allied 
activities, 1 trillion from manufacturing 
and 3 trillion from services. 

 About the Working Group 
 The Working Group was constituted by the 

Department of Industrial Policy and 
Promotion in the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry with participation from 
government and industry. The Group held 
extensive and broad-based consultations 
with stakeholders to better understand 
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the aspirations and the potential. The 
sectoral sub-groups were also formed to 
take the task forward. 

Steps Taken By the government 
 The Government has several ongoing 

initiatives across sectors focused on 
growth. 

 In agriculture, the Government is aiming 
to reorient policy focus from being 
production-centric to becoming income-
centric. The emphasis on income provides 
a broader scope towards achieving the 
needed expansion of the sector. 

 The proposed Industrial Policy 2018 
provides an overarching agenda for the 
enterprises of the future and envisions 
creating a globally competitive Indian 
industry that is modern, sustainable and 
inclusive. 

 The Cabinet has approved the proposal of 
the Department of Commerce to give 
focused attention to 12 identified 
Champion Services Sectors for promoting 
their development and realizing their 
potential. This will go a long way in 
accelerating the expansion of select 
service sectors. 

Way Forward 
 India has the largest population of 

millennials and it was crucial to fulfilling 

their aspirations by creating appropriate 
physical and social infrastructure. Several 
tier-II cities need to be created to make 
growth more inclusive. 

 Around 80 per cent of the global trade 
happens through Global Value Chains 
(GVCs). Indian industry needs to align 
itself with these GVCs. Most of the 
enterprises involved in GVCs are medium 
enterprises. It is this category that needs 
to expand. 

 Growth of GDP will come from four items: 
Government expenditure, Private 
Expenditure, Investment and Exports. 
Strategies under each need to be carried 
out on the ground. Greater private 
investment in infrastructure and asset 
recycling by moving towards private 
ownership of assets like ports, airports, 
bus operations needs to be encouraged. 

 Growth needs to come from the Indian 
States and further below from the districts 
too. 

 Institutions in India need to be stronger, 
including the regulatory framework. There 
needs to be a rationalisation of laws that 
allow sensible regulations, transparency 
and fairness. 

  

As the rupee spins downwards 
(Indian Economy) 
Why in News? 

 The government and the RBI have taken 
various steps to check the fall in the value 
of the Rupee, however, it has continued to 
depreciate in the past few months. 

Impact of Currency Depreciation 
 It keeps the cost of oil imports high. India 

imports more than 70% of its crude oil 
requirements. Thus fall in rupee value, 
means India have to give a higher amount 
to buy oil from suppliers. 

 Falling rupee increases current account 
deficit since import expenditure will be 
higher than export earnings. 

 It will increase inflation in the country 
since the increase in oil import costs 
would mean higher fuel costs and it will 
cause pressure on overall economic 
activity, thus increasing inflation. 

 Fall in rupee value will affect the inflow of 
foreign investments. 

 Importers and oil marketing companies 
are the biggest losers since they import 
their main raw material, that is, crude oil. 

The Government's Stance 
 The Government has stated that the 

rupee’s troubles are due to external 
factors like policy decisions are taken by 
the US that is seeing the dollar strengthen, 
global crude prices and trade wars which 
are impacting India despite its strong 
macroeconomic fundamentals. 

Steps Taken By Government 
 The move to raise the import tariffs on 

select ‘non-essentials’ confers protection 
on local industries with competitive 
disadvantage vis-a-vis imports. 

 The Government has decided to permit the 
manufacturing sector to access ECBs up to 
$50 million with residual maturity of one 
year instead of three years. Masala bonds 
will be exempted from withholding tax 
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this financial year and Indian banks will be 
allowed to become market makers in 
masala bonds including by underwriting. 

 The government has decided to review the 
mandatory hedging conditions for 
infrastructure loans and permitting 
manufacturing sector entities to avail of 
external commercial borrowing up to $50 
million with a minimum maturity of one 
year. Doing away with mandatory hedging, 
for now, will reduce demand for dollars. 

 The government also proposed to remove 
exposure limits of up to 20% of an FPI 
bond portfolio to a single corporate group, 
and 50% to a single company. 

 The centre has affected a Rs. 2.50 per litre 
cut in prices of petrol and diesel in an 
effort to ease inflationary pressure and 
boost consumer confidence. out of the Rs. 
2.50 cut, the centre will reduce excise duty 
by Rs. 1.50 per litre, while state-run fuel 

retailers will take a hit of Rs. 1 for every 
litre sold. 

Steps Taken by RBI 
 The Reserve Bank, in its capacity as India's 

central banking institution and monetary 
policymaker, has, at its disposal a number 
of instruments with the capability to 
arrest depreciation. Some examples of 
such measures are: Deregulation of 
interest rates on deposits from non-
resident Indians, introducing measures to 
curb speculative trading and sale of dollars 
from forex reserves. 

 The Central Bank intervened in the 
Foreign Exchange Market to curtail 
volatility in the exchange rate The Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI), has defended the 
rupee in the forex market by dipping into 
its $425 billion forex reserves. Roughly 
$25 billion was spent between April and 
September. 

  
 

Overhaul GDP norms: MPs 
(Indian Economy)  
Why in News? 

 According to a report by the Estimates 
Committee of Parliament, The current 
manner in which the GDP is measured 
needs an overhaul as it provides an 
incomplete estimation of economic 
activity. 

Highlights of the Report 
 The draft report questioned the accuracy 

of the data, survey and parameters 
adopted to measure employment and 
unemployment levels, and complained 
that up-to-date, realistic position on 
employment/unemployment at a 
particular time “on various important 
parameters is not available”. 

 In the draft report, Measuring Growth, 
Employment & Income, it has been 
recommended that the government evolve 
a mechanism by bringing new measures 
for GDP estimation by including statistical 
data of larger social factors and real-time 
data. 

 The draft report has said that in the 
present GDP estimation, as stated by the 
Department of Economic Affairs, “only” 
economic variable are used to analyse the 
economy. 

 It has stated that the mechanism evolved 
for GDP estimation needs review and that 
many more factors need to be 
incorporated in statistical measurement of 
socio-economic factors so that GDP 
reflects reality and perception. 

About the Estimates Committee 
 Estimates Committee is a Parliamentary 

Committee in India consisting of 30 
members, elected every year by the lower 
chamber of the Parliament - Lok Sabha - 
from amongst its Members, to examine the 
budget estimates of the Union 
Government. 

 The Committee on Estimates was 
constituted for the first time in 1950. 

 The Chairperson of the Committee is 
appointed by the Lok Sabha Speaker from 
amongst its members. A Minister cannot 
be elected as a member of the Committee. 
The term of office of the Committee is one 
year. 

 The committee can authorize sub-
committees to look into specific issues. 

 Estimates Committee does not look into 
the working of the public sector 
undertakings for which a separate 
committee - Committee on Public 
Undertakings – is constituted. Any change 
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in the preparation of budget estimates 
would need the approval of the Estimates 
Committee. 

What is GDP? 
 It is the total value of Goods and services 

produced within the boundary of a nation 
during a one year period. 

Uses of GDP 
 It indicates the growth rate of the 

economy 
 It is a quantitative concept and its volume 

indicates the internal strength of the 
economy. 

 It is used by IMF/WB for the comparative 
analysis of member nations 

Changes in GDP Measurement 
 The Central Statistical Office of India has 

upgraded the National Income Accounting 
standards by introducing some notable 
changes. 

 Most tempting factor that compelled the 
CSO to introduce these changes is to make 
India’s national income accounting 
standards in conformity with global 
standards. 

 Globally, most accepted and followed 
national income accounting format is the 
System of National Accounting (SNA), 
prepared by the UN and ratified by the 
IMF, World Bank, OECD and EC. 

Methodological changes 
There are two methodological changes adopted by 
the CSO in its new estimates - 

1. GDP of the country is to be estimated in 
terms of Market Price 

2. Gross Value Added (GA) from different 
sectors will be calculated at basic prices. 

 Change in the base year 
 The base year for national income 

estimation in the country has changed to 
2011-12 from 2004-05. Usually, a base 
year change is done periodically to 
accommodate the changes in the economy. 
The recent revision was done as per the 
recommendation of the National Statistical 
commission chaired by Pranab Sen. 

Comprehensive coverage to all sectors 
1. Comprehensive overage of the corporate 

sector both in manufacturing and services 
by incorporation of annual accounts of 
companies as filed with the Ministry of 
Corporate Affairs, under their e-gov 
initiative called MCA21 (database) 

2. Comprehensive coverage of the financial 
sector by the inclusion of information from 
the accounts of stockbrokers, stock 
exchanges, Asset management companies, 
regulatory bodies including SEBI, PFRDA , 
and IRDA. 

3. Improved coverage of activities of local 
bodies and autonomous institutions, 
covering around 60% of the grants 
transfers provided to these institutions. 

4. Thus the coverage has been enhanced with 
greater representation of the 
manufacturing and financial sectors and 
this became a notable change that caused 
an upward revision of GDP for a few years. 

 

New Climate Ambition 
(Climate Change)  
Paris Climate Agreement 

 The Paris Climate Agreement aims to 
gather the global response to mitigate 
climate change by keeping the global 
temperature rise in this century well 
below 2 degrees Celsius above pre-
industrial levels and to pursue efforts to 
limit the temperature increase even 
further to 1.5 degrees Celsius. 

IPCC 
 The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change (IPCC) is the leading international 
body for the assessment of climate change. 

 It was established by the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) and the 
World Meteorological Organization 

(WMO) in 1988.Currently 195 countries 
are Members of the IPCC. 

 The IPCC reviews and assesses the most 
recent scientific, technical and socio-
economic information produced 
worldwide relevant to the understanding 
of climate change. 

 It does not conduct any research nor does 
it monitor climate related data or 
parameters. 

Why in news? 
 During the finalisation of the Paris peace 

agreement, the countries requested the 
IPCC to produce the “special report” on 
the “impacts of global warming of 1.5°C 
above pre-industrial levels”, and the 
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possible emission pathways that could lead to fulfil that objective. 

  

“Global Warming of 1.5 °C” REPORT” 
(Climate Change) 
Understanding Global Warming of 1.5°C 

 Human activities are estimated to have 
caused approximately 1.0°C of global 
warming above pre-industrial levels, with 
a likely range of 0.8°C to 1.2°C. Global 
warming is likely to reach 1.5°C between 
2030 and 2052 if it continues to increase 
at the current rate. 

Potential Impacts 
 By 2100, global mean sea level rise is 

projected to be around 0.1 metre lower 
with global warming of 1.5°C compared to 
2°C. 

 Sea level will continue to rise well beyond 
2100 , and the magnitude and rate of this 
rise depends on future emission. 

 On land, impacts on biodiversity and 
ecosystems, including species loss and 
extinction, are projected to be lower at 
1.5°C of global warming compared to 2°C. 

 Extreme weather events such as heavy 
rainfall and heat waves are likely to 
become more severe and freshwater 
supply could fall. 

 Possible outcomes such as Melting of 
Greenland ice, collapse of Antarctic 
glaciers, destruction of amazon forests 
etc. are on cards.  

 
What Limitation Does? 

 A slower rate of sea level rise enables 
greater opportunities for adaptation of 
ecological systems of small islands, low-
lying coastal areas and deltas. 

 Limiting global warming to 1.5°C 
compared to 2°C is projected to lower the 

impacts on terrestrial, freshwater, and 
coastal ecosystems. 

 Limiting global warming to 1.5°C is 
projected to reduce risks to marine 
biodiversity, fisheries and ecosystems as it 
reduces increase in ocean temperature 
and ocean acidity. 

4 Suggested Pathways to Limit Global 
Warming 
 Rapid decarbonisation of energy supply 

using afforestation as a tool. 
 Using low carbon energy innovation such 

as Bioenergy with Carbon Capture and 
Storage(BECCS). 

 Changing the way in which energy and 
products are produced 

 Removals of carbon from greenhouse 
intensive lifestyles using BECCS. 

Socio-economic angle 
 The report also takes the socio economic 

impact on people due to climate change 
like health, malnutrition, food security and 
employment etc. 

 Researchers from, UK, reported that 
limiting global warming to 1.5°C could 
prevent around    3.3 million cases of 
dengue every year in Latin America and 
the Caribbean alone. 

 A World Bank report said that an 
additional 150 million people could be at 
risk from malaria if the temperature was 
allowed to increase beyond 2°C. 

 The journal Climate Change in 2016 
claimed that the world could have 25 
million fewer undernourished people by 
the end of the century, if the 1.5°C goal 
was achieved. 

 A study published in PNAS said about 350 
million additional people could be exposed 
to deadly heat waves if the warming 
increased to 2°C as compared to 1.5°C. 

 A study in Nature Climate Change said the 
1.5°C could prevent 153 million premature 
deaths due to air pollution by 2100, as 
compared to the 2°C scenario. 

 A UNDP report in 2016 claimed that a 
1.5°C strategy could create double the 
number of jobs in the energy sector by 
2050. 

Is it possible to attain? 
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 Appropriate Carbon removal technology 
must be framed in order to eliminate 
carbon dioxide which has lifetime of about 
100-150 years. 

 It could require quicker and sharper 
emission cuts by big emitters like China, 
the US, the European Union and India. 

 Proper technology transfer and fund 
allocation must be done to least 
developing countries by the developed 
countries. 

 It stated that global net human-caused 
emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2) would 
need to fall by about 45% from 2010 levels 
by 2030, reaching ‘net zero’ around 2050. 

 The targets kept at the Paris agreement 
must be scaled up in order to achieve 
stabilisation of average global 
temperature rise to 1.5 degree. 

 Problems related to funding such as Green 
Climate Fund (GCF), which had promise 

$100 billion annually up to 2020, has 
disbursed only 10% of its agreement must 
be solved. 

Indian Scenario 
 The government should create a scientific 

temper among farmers to grow climate 
resilient crops and cultivation pattern. 

 Need for climate based research in the 
country, which helps to give India-centric 
climate views to the world. 

 The country is also in need of framing the 
database for change in rainfall pattern for 
effective monitoring of climate change. 

 Community strengthening at grass root 
level and role of state governments plays a 
vital role. 

 Reforestation, Energy shift to non-carbon 
materials, electric transportation, 
educating climate change and research are 
the need of the hour. 

 

Drug Resistance 
(Health) 
Why in News? 

 Under-dosing or Consumption of Poor 
Quality or Not Completing the Entire Dose 
of Antibiotics Medicine Could Be 
Accelerating Drug Resistance in India. 

 The Emergence of Drug Resistant Strains 
In Diseases Such as Malaria & 
Tuberculosis(TB) 

What is Drug Resistance? 
 Drug resistance is the reduction in 

effectiveness of a medication such as an 
antimicrobial or an antineoplastic in 
curing a disease or condition. 

India & Drugs: 
 India called itself as world pharmacy , 

which is one of the largest manufactures & 
exporters of generic medicine 

 India could take the lot of credit for 
supplying affordable medicines to treat tb 
& malaria 

 But this progress is being reversed 
growing resistance. 

 The standard set by the he central drugs 
standard control organization (CDSCO) 
not effectively clearing the parasites. 

 CDSCO also considered the substandard 
that generally allowed for the anti- 
infective medicine in the US or UK 
pharmacopeia  

What is Generic Medicine? 

 A generic drug is a pharmaceutical drug 
that has the same chemical substance as 
the drug that was originally developed, 
patented and innovated. 

 Generic drugs are allowed for sale after the 
expiry of the patent of the original drugs. 

What Recent Report Says? 
 WHO estimates one in ten medical 

products sold in low & middle income 
countries such as India are substandard 
(medicine that are out of specifications) or 
falsified (deliberately misrepresent their 
identity) (SF). 

 Journal of the American medical 
association (JAMA) found that some 
percent of antibiotics and antimalarial in 
such countries were sf. 

How it Affect? 
 SF Medicines can Cause the Serious 

Injuries to Patients. 
 SF Medicine are Resulted in Emergence of 

Drug Resistance. 
Way Forward: 

 Amended the drugs & cosmetics act to 
include the severe penalties for those 
manufacturing the sub- standard drugs 

 CDSCO has to tighten the specifications to 
not allow the substandard drugs on the 
market. 
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Dyslexia Awareness Month: 
(Health) 
Why in News? 

 October is the World Dyslexia Awareness 
Month. 

What is Dyslexia? 
 Dyslexia is a condition that makes it hard 

to learn to read and learn due to Problem 
in brain processes graphic symbols. 

 The problem in dyslexia is a linguistic one, 
not a visual one. 

 It is a neurological condition; dyslexia is 
not linked to intelligence. That means 
people with severe dyslexia can be 
brilliant. 

 People with dyslexia are more likely to 
develop immunological problems. 

How is it caused?  
 The causes of dyslexia vary with the type. 

In primary dyslexia, much research 
focuses on the hereditary factors. 

 A small minority of people with dyslexia 
acquire the condition after they are born, 
usually due to a brain injury. 

Impact of Dyslexia: 

 The Students Dropping Out of the School is 
Because of Dyslexia. 

 It’s Important Reason For Street Crime. 
 With 8-10 % of Dyslexia in World 

Population, it’s Difficult to Achieve the 
United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goal (SDG)-4 that the Universal Literacy in 
Education. 

How to Overcome the Dyslexia & to achieve the 
SDG 4 : 
 Build the awareness about the dyslexia to 

teachers. 
 Educational system need to be designed to 

be flexible, encouraged & nurtured the  out 
of box students 

 Build the awareness about the dyslexia to 
parents & doctors especially 
paediatricians. 

 Build dyslexia into the policy, has India did 
in the 2016. That it includes specific 
learning disability (SLD) into the rights of 
persons with disabilities act, 2016

ICMR Confirms the CDV in Gir Lions 
(Bio diversity) 
Why in News? 

 Indian Council of Medical Research – 
National Institute of Virology (Pune) 
Found Active Transmission of the Canine 
Distemper Virus (CDV) in 21 Lions of Gir 
Lions. 

What is Canine Distemper Virus (CDV)? 
 CDV is a viral disease that affects a wide 

variety of animal families, including 
domestic and wild species of dogs. This 
virus is believed to the 50% fatalities rate 
in dog. 

 Canine distemper is caused by a single-
stranded RNA virus of the family 
paramyxoviridae which also causes the 
bronchiolitis in humans 

 CDV is transmitted through the air as well 
as infected body secretions. 

 Now scientists told, the sequence of CDV in 
Gir lions is related to the sequence of cdv 
in east Africa strains which kills 1000 lions 
in Serengeti region of Tanzania 

What are the Causes for CDV? 
 Some experts say, the mutation in virus 

could have caused death. 
 The Virus May transmit from Dogs to lions. 

How Can the Outbreak Be Checked? 
 The cdv affected lion will be immediately 

vaccinated (most of vaccine are made of 
cdv American genotypes). However, 
experts say its bad idea, which introduce 
new complications to the immune system 
of lion 

 The lions which live outside the protected 
area in contact with the domestic 
dwellings are susceptibility to the new 
pathogens has risen 

 Save the lions from catastrophes like 
epidemic, SC in 2013 called for the shifting 
of lions from Gujarat to MP. 

GIR Forest & its Lions: 
 The Asiatic lion's (GIR Lions) habitat is dry 

scrub land and open deciduous forest. 
 Gir National Park and Sanctuary does not 

have a designated area for tourists 
 Every year Normally 80-90 lions Died in 

Gujarat   
What is ICMR- NIV? 

 Virus Research Centre (VRC), Pune came 
into existence in 1952 under the joint 
auspices of ICMR & Re designated as NIV 
in 1978 
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 NIV is the National Monitoring Centre for 
Influenza, Japanese encephalitis, Rota, 

Measles and Hepatitis 

  

SEZ Policy 
(Growth, Development and Employment)  
Why in News? 

 The Baba Kalyani committee has recently 
submitted draft recommendations 
regarding the SEZ Policy. 

Background 
 The Special Economic Zone (SEZ) policy in 

India first came into inception on April 1, 
2000. The prime objective was to enhance 
foreign investment and provide an 
internationally competitive and hassle-
free environment for exports. 

 The idea was to promote exports from the 
country and realising the need that level 
playing field must be made available to the 
domestic enterprises and manufacturers 
to be competitive globally. 

 The policy relating to SEZs, so far 
contained in the foreign trade policy, was 
originally implemented through ad hoc 
amendments to different laws, besides 
executive orders. In order to avoid these 
pitfalls and to give a long-term and stable 
policy framework with minimum 
regulation, the SEZ Act, '05, was enacted. 

 The Act provides the umbrella legal 
framework, covering all important legal 
and regulatory aspects of SEZ 
development as well as for units operating 
in SEZs. 

What is a Special Economic Zone (SEZ)? 
 Special Economic Zone (SEZ) is a 

specifically delineated duty-free enclave 
and shall be deemed to be foreign territory 
for the purposes of trade operations and 
duties and tariffs. 

 In order words, SEZ is a geographical 
region that has economic laws different 
from a country's typical economic laws. 
Usually, the goal is to increase foreign 
investments. SEZs have been established 
in several countries, including China, India, 
Jordan, Poland, Kazakhstan, Philippines 
and Russia. North Korea has also 
attempted this to a degree. 

Baba Kalyani Committee- 
 Ministry of Commerce & Industry had 

constituted a group of eminent persons to 
study the Special Economic Zones (SEZ) 
Policy of India led by Bharat Forge 
chairman Baba Kalyani. 

Terms of Reference 
 The group was to evaluate the SEZ policy, 

suggest measures to cater to the needs of 
exporters in the present economic 
scenario and make the SEZ policy WTO 
compatible, suggest course correction in 
SEZ policy, make a comparative analysis of 
the SEZ scheme and dovetail the SEZ 
policy with other similar schemes. 

Recommendations 
 It has suggested delinking the enclaves 

from exports and allowing payments to be 
made in rupee when they deal with areas 
outside the zone. 

 It said that the SEZ Act of 2005 focused on 
promoting trade competitiveness but it 
needs to be shifted to “manufacturing 
competitiveness” in the current 
environment. 

 The panel wants SEZs to be converted into 
employment and economic enclaves (3Es) 
with efficient transport infrastructure, 
uninterrupted water and power supply. 

 The committee has talked of enablers for 
the SEZs based on job creation, investment 
committed, inclusivity, value addition and 
technology differentiation, which are 
delinked from exports performance. It has 
suggested that states and the Centre 
together work on an incentive package for 
such enablers. 

 The committee has advocated simpler 
entry and exit processes using time-bound 
online approval and dispute resolution 
through robust arbitration and 
commercial courts. It has sought 
infrastructure status to 3E projects to 
make cheaper finance available to them. 

 In line with WTO norms and goods and 
services tax, the group has suggested the 
government to prepare a sunrise list for 
“focused diversification” such as 
engineering and design, biotech and 
healthcare services. 

 It has asked the government to align the 
policy framework to avoid competition 
among similar schemes of industrial parks, 
export-oriented units, SEZ, national 
investment and manufacturing zones and 
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sectoral parks and provide ease of doing business to developers and tenants. 

 

4th India International Science festival 
(Science and Technology) 
Why in News? 

 President of India Ramnath Kovind 
Inaugurated the 4th India International 
Science festival at Lucknow on 5th October 
2018. 

Who Organized this? 
 It was Organized by the Department of 

Bio-technology (ministry of Science & 
Technology), Ministry of earth Science & 
VIBHA 

What is this Theme & Objectives of this Year 
IISF? 
 “Science for Transformation” is the Theme 

of This Year festival, With the 23 special 
events. 

Objectives: 
 To Encourage the Scientific Temper 

Among the Masses 
 To Showcase the Indian Contribution in 

Field of Science 
Significance of 4th IISF: 

 It Showcased the India’s Largest Scientific 
Achievement 

 It Embark the People towards Science & 
Monitor them to Seek out Scientific 
Activity in Country. 

 IISF 2018, a World Record attempt will be 
made to “isolate DNA” by 500 students 
from class 8th to 10th standard. 

Algorithm Application in real life 
(Science and Technology)    
Why in News? 

 Prof. Amit Kumar of IIT Delhi is recipient 
of the Shanthi Swarap Bhatnagar prize 
of 2018 for his outstanding work in 
algorithm particularly in combinatorial 
optimization. 

What is the Shanthi Swarap Bhatnagar Prize? 
 It is a science award given annually by the 

Council of Scientific and Industrial 
Research (CSIR) for notable and 
outstanding research, applied or 
fundamental, in biology, chemistry, 
environmental science, engineering, 
mathematics, medicine. 

What is Algorithm? 
 It’s a set of step by step instruction to 

resolve the problem e.g. step by step 
process of multiplication. 

 It was used in the all-time such as 
application in different discipline include 
computing 

 It includes calculation, data processing & 
automated reasoning 

What is Combination Optimization? 
 Combination refer to the fact that having 

the lot of possibilities eg. going from one 
place to another place, it’s possible to take 
left or right 

 Optimization refers to the maximize or 
minimize something e.g. using the short 
way to minimizing the time while 
travelling in travel 

Application: 
 This applies on problem arising in 

scheduling, graph theory & clustering. 
 Scheduling makes the things systemic 

 

Zika Virus in Rajasthan 
(Health) 
Why in News: 

 The confirmation of 29 cases of Zika fever 
in Rajasthan through the ICMR 
Surveillance System marks the first large 
outbreak in India, Where only four cases 
having been documented in the country 
previously. 

What is Zika Virus? 
 Zika is spread mostly by the bite of an 

infected Aedes species mosquito which 

Bite During the Day Time & Currently it’s 
reported by 86 countries worldwide 

 Zika virus is similar to the dengue, yellow 
fever & west Nile virus. 

 Zika virus can be transmitted through 
sexual intercourse 

 The Zika Virus disease continues to be on 
disease surveillance radars of Union 
Health Ministry although it is no longer a 
Public Health Emergency of International 
Concern vide by the WHO notification 
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 It was discovered in 1947 in Uganda from 
monkey. 

 In 1980’s it expanded to the Equatorial 
Asian Countries Including India .The first 
large outbreak was reported from 
Micronesia (pacific Island of Yap) in 2007. 

What Are the Symptoms of Zika Virus? 
 Symptoms of Zika virus disease are similar 

to such as dengue, and include fever, skin 
rashes, conjunctivitis, muscle and joint 
pain, malaise, and headache. 

 Symptoms are Mild & Typically Last for 2-
7 Days. 

What are the Effects of Zika Virus? 
 Zika infection during pregnancy causes 

infants to be born with congenital Zika 
syndrome. 

 It also includes other complications of 
pregnancy including pre term birth & 
miscarriage 

 It also associated with a risk of neurologic 
complication. 

How we Protected & Diagnosed against the 
Zika Virus? 
 Protect from mosquito bites during the 

day & early evening. 
 Pregnant women, women of reproductive 

age & young children are prevented from 
mosquito bites    

 Use the personal protection measure like 
closing window & doors 

 Sleep under mosquito bites 

 Eliminate the mosquito breeding sites like 
small collection of water around homes, 
schools etc. 

 To support the local government & public 
health program to reduce mosquito 
breeding 

 Zika can be diagnosed through a blood 
test   

Is Any Vaccine Developed for the Zika Virus? 
 Till now No Vaccine Developed for the 

Zika Virus. 
Status of Zika Virus in India: 

 Before it was reported First in Gujarat & 
After Tamil Nadu in 2017, Both were 
Successfully Contained Through Intensive 
Surveillance & Vector Management   

What is The Indian Council of Medical 
Research (ICMR)? 
 It’s the apex body in India for the 

formulation, coordination and promotion 
of biomedical research & it’s the Oldest 
One in the World. 

Government Response: 
 7-member high level Central of Union 

Health minister team was deputed to 
Jaipur to Assist the State Government 

 Authorities Surveyed the Houses & 
Treated the Container with Chemicals 

 Pregnant mothers in the area are being 
monitored through national Health 
Mission (NHM) 

 Extensive surveillance and vector control 
measures are being taken up 

 

4th Industrial revolution (4.0) 
(Changes in Industrial Policy)  
Why in News? 

 PM Modi given institutional ship & launch 
the world economic forum (WEF) 4th 
centre of industrial revolution 4.0. 

What is the Centre of industrial Revolution 
4.0? 

 It partners with governments, leading 
companies, civil society, and experts from 
around the world to co-design and pilot 
innovative new approaches to policy and 
governance in the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution. 

 WEF launches the 4th Centre in India after 
the USA, China & Japan 

What is 4th Industrial Revolution? 
 The Fourth Industrial Revolution, which 

fuses physical, digital and biological 
spheres, is transforming global production 

systems & Bring Together the Feelings of 
Nano, Bio tech. 

 Advanced technologies, such as the 
internet of things, artificial intelligence 
(AI) , block chain, robotics and additive 
manufacturing, 3d printing, Automated 
Vehicles Etc. 

 Initially it Focus on AI, Drones & Block 
Chain Technology 

 4th Industrial Revolution is Initiative of 
WEF   

Importance of the Centre in India: 
 This Centre Collaborate with Niti Aayog to 

Co design New Policy & protocol for 
Emerging Technology 

 It Changes the Nature of Job & Provide 
opportunity to Youth by Preparing them to 
the Technology through the Skill India, 
Start-up India, Digital India 
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 It Looked as the opportunity t unit With 
the Global Community & build Sustainable 
Economies 

What is Status of 4th Industrial Revolution in 
India? 
 Emerging nations like India have a unique 

opportunity to leap-frog to the next levels 
of development by Investing in the right 
skills, innovation frameworks. 

 India Embark to the Massive Technology 
Transfer by the 4th Industrial Revolution    

What are the Government Schemes/policies 
Related to the 4th Industrial Revolution? 
 Drone Policy of government of India 

Which Used to the Drone Mapping 
 Skill India, Digital India, Atal innovation 

mission & Start up India are prepared the 
youth for the Transferring Technology. 

What Are the Benefits of 4th Industrial 
Revolution In India? 

It transforms the India In the Fields of 
1. Alleviating Poverty 
2. Better Low Cost Health care 
3. Enhance he Farmers Income 
4. Improve Connectivity to the Last Mile 
5. Ease of Living & Ease of Doing Business 

What is Industrial Revolution (IR)?   
 It Introduce the Mass Production & 

Replace the Hands to Machine 
 IR is Significant Period in Changes of 

Human History (Industrial Age) 
 IR was Started in British & Later Spread to 

Europe, After the End of Civil War it 
introduced to the  USA 

What are the Stages of Industrial Revolution? 
 1st Industrial Revolution: it was started 

around the period of 1760; it was 
characterized by the huge machine & used 
the water stream to mechanized 
production. 

 2nd Industrial Revolution: characterized by 
the automobile, railways & used the 
electrical energy to create the mass 
production 

 3rd Industrial Revolution: it also called as 
digital revolution; it used the electronic & 
it to automated production. It transfers the 
industry from electrical to electronic 
driven 

 Renewable Energy Was Emerged in this 
Stage 

 4th Industrial Revolution: It’s 
differentiated From Other by the Speed of 
Technologies 

Industrial Revolution in India: 
 IR came to India in 1854 which was late 

due to complicated political, social & 
economic relation with Britain 

 British period in India is characterized as 
de-industrialization period & make the 
Indian economy worsened   

 3rd industrial revolution started in India 
during 1980’s, which introduced the 
personal, information & communication 
technologies etc. 

 

Iranian Oil imports by India 
(Energy) 
Introduction: 

 With looming US sanctions on Iran, India is 
almost importing 1.25 million tonnes of oil 
from Iran. The US has also asked India to 
stop importing oil from Iran by November 
and the sanctions are a cause of concern 
for India. 

Will the sanctions affect India? 
 India and Iran has a deeper relationship, 

India has invested hugely on Chabahar 
port and Iran has agreed to sell oil to India 
in rupees. 

 The unilateral decision by USA without UN 
backing will have no impact on India. 

 When US imposed similar sanctions on 
Russia, it went on an agreement with 
China on a non-dollar oil trade. 

 Hence US imposing such unilateral 
relation can only harm dollars in the 
future. 

 India has time and again asserted that its 
foreign policy will not be dictated by third 
country. 

 And India has also agreed to get oil from 
US for almost 2.5 billion dollars, US needs 
to respect India’s diversified interests. 

Conclusion: 
 US needs to understand that India is as 

important to US as US is to India and hence 
negotiation is the only way forward and 
not unilateral decision.
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