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News @ a glance 
Polity & Social Issues 

 

Article 161 
What does Article 161 say? 

 It says a governor shall have the power to 
grant pardons, reprieves, respites or 
remissions of punishment or to suspend, 
remit or commute the sentence of any 
person convicted of any offence against 
any law relating to a matter to which the 
executive power of the state extends. 

 
Background: 

 Mr. Rajiv Gandhi was assassinated on the 
night of May 21, 1991 at Sriperumbudur 
in Tamil Nadu by a woman suicide bomber 
at an election rally. The convicts—
Murugan, Santhan, A.G. Perarivalan, 
Jayakumar, Ravichandran, Robert Payas 
and Nalini Sriharan—have all spent more 
than 27 years in jail for having 
orchestrated the killing.  

Previous steps by the state government: 
 In 2014, then chief minister J Jayalalithaa 

had announced in the assembly that the 
state government will go ahead with the 
powers vested with it to release the 
convicts.  

 However, a Constitution Bench of the 
Supreme Court, by interpreting Section 
435 (2) of the CrPC, held that it is 
necessary to get the Centre’s concurrence 
in the release of these convicts owing to 
the involvement of central agencies like 
CBI. 

 Following the judgement, the state 
government wrote to the Centre on March 
2, 2016, proposing the grant of remission 

for the convicts. It wanted the Centre to 
concur. But the Centre refused to release 
the convicts stating that setting the 
convicts free now would be a “dangerous 
precedent and lead to international 
ramifications by other such criminals in 
future.” 

Why in the News? 
 In a move to overcome the hurdle of 

requiring Centre’s nod, The Tamil Nadu 
cabinet has recommended the release of 
all seven convicts serving life terms in the 
Rajiv Gandhi assassination case to the 
governor under article 161 of the 
Constitution. 

Recent SC order 
 The Supreme Court, in its order of Sept 6, 

2018, stated that the Tamil Nadu 
Governor was at liberty to take a decision 
on the mercy petitions filed under Article 
161 and asked him to consider the mercy 
petition of A G Perarivalan, a convict in 
the Rajiv Gandhi assassination case, filed 
on December 30, 2015. 

 

Sec. 377 & HIV 
Why in the News? 

 The five-judge Constitution Bench in its 
judgement which decriminalised 
homosexuality under Section 377 of IPC 
has introduced the “Doctrine of 
Progressive Realisation of Rights” to 
guard against future attempts to 
reintroduce laws to make homosexuals 
criminals again.  

 Using this legal doctrine, once a right is 
recognised and given to the public, it 
cannot be taken back by the state at a 
later date. “In a progressive and an ever-
improving society, there is no place for 
retreat or regression. The society has to 
march ahead,” Chief Justice Dipak Misra 
held. A decree of hope for HIV-positive 
gay patients, health-care workers and 
rights activists. 

Impact on HIV patients of LGBTQ community 
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 The decriminalisation of Section 377 will 
give access and ease of working for non-
governmental organisations and workers 
from the National AIDS Control 
Organisation (NACO) to work openly and 
without fear of being charged as abettors 
of a crime. 

 The historic judgement has also given 
cheer to HIV-positive gay individuals who 
faced rampant discrimination because of 
the existence of Section 377 which 
encouraged “under-reporting” or even 
missing on HIV+ cases, and made risky 
sexual practices go unnoticed and 
unaddressed.  

 Many self-excluded themselves from the 
benefits of government programmes out 
of fear of life-threatening discrimination 
and backlash. 

 This ruling opens access for many to 
treatment with dignity without fear and 
discrimination. Activists say it restores 
dignity and gives hope for enabling better 
care to HIV-positive gay individuals. 

 
 

ICDS 
About ICDS: 

 Under the existing Supplementary 
Nutrition component of the Integrated 
Child Development Services (ICDS) 
scheme run through Anganwadi centres, 
infants under three years and pregnant 
and lactating mothers are given take-home 
rations while three-to six-year-olds are fed 
hot cooked meals. It is aimed at preventing 
child-maternal mortality and child 
malnutrition 

 
What’s in news? 

 The NITI Aayog has approved the 
supplementary nutrition guidelines, 
prepared by the Ministry for Women and 
Child Development, bypassing Minister for 
Women and Child Development Maneka 
Gandhi following intervention by the 
Prime Minister’s Office (PMO). 

Bone of contention: 
  The disagreement between Ms. Gandhi 

and Ministry’s officials centred around the  
approaches to food procured as take-home 
rations and the hot cooked meals served to 
10 crore beneficiaries under the ICDS 
scheme. 

 While Ms. Gandhi recommended that take-
home rations be procured either from self-
help groups (SHGs) that have adequate 
manufacturing facilities or from 
government or private undertakings, the 
officials had favoured sourcing food items 
prepared with locally available 
ingredients, solely from SHGs. 

 Ms. Gandhi also proposed to replace Hot-
cooked meals served at anganwadis with 
nutrition packets as the food being served 
at the centres is not calorie-dense.  

 However, several rights groups had 
protested against the Minister’s proposal 
to go for processed foods, which have 
been linked to rise in non-
communicable diseases.  

 They claim that packaged food would also 
mark a shift to centralised control by 
private contractors, which has been 
banned by the Supreme Court. 

 

Doorstep Delivery 
Why is in News? 

 The Delhi government has launched its 
ambitious project to deliver public 
services at the doorstep of residents of the 
national capital.  

 Currently the project includes 40 public 
services including applications for driving 
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licences, marriage certificates and water 
connections.  

 The applicant would have to call 1076 and 
fix an appointment with a mobile sahayak, 
who will go to their home and help with 
filling forms, payment of fees and 
collection of documents.  

 The mobile sahayak would then submit 
the documents at the government office 
concerned, which would post the 
certificate or licence once issued. These 
services can be availed at a fee of Rs 50. 

 Delhi chief minister Arvind Kejriwal said 
that the number of services to be home 
delivered would be increased to 100 
within three months. 

 
 

FSSAI 
About FSSAI: 

 The Food Safety and Standards Authority 
of India is an autonomous body and 
statutory body established under Food 
Safety and Standards Act, 2006, which 
consolidates various acts & orders that 
have hitherto handled food related issues 
in various Ministries and Departments.  

 Ministry of Health & Family Welfare is 
the Administrative Ministry for the 
implementation of FSSAI.  

 It has been created for laying down 
science-based standards for articles of 
food and to regulate their manufacture, 
storage, distribution, sale and import to 
ensure availability of safe and wholesome 
food for human consumption. 

Why in the News? 
 FSSAI has envisaged audits of food 

business operators by third party private 
auditing agencies recognised by the 
regulator. For the same, the FSSAI has 
notified the Food Safety and Standards 
(Food Safety Auditing) Regulation, 2018. 

 The move is aimed at strengthening the 
food safety surveillance system in the 
country. The FSSAI has provisionally 
recognised 22 audit agencies like DNV, 

Bureau Veritas, Intertek and MS 
Certification, in accordance with the draft 
Food Safety and Standard (Food Safety 
Auditing) Regulation, 2017.  

 The third-party agencies will be working 
in close coordination with the government 
food safety department. 

 

AWBI 
About AWBI  

 It is a statutory advisory body on Animal 
Welfare Laws and promotes animal 
welfare in the country. AWBI was 
established in 1962 under the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960. The Board 
ensures that animal welfare laws in the 
country are diligently followed. It provides 
grants to Animal Welfare Organizations 
and advises the Government of India on 
animal welfare issues. 

Minister’s allegations 
 Union Women and Child Development 

Minister Maneka Gandhi have accused 
Animal Welfare Board of India (AWBI), for 
being lax in enforcement of rules that 
specify how wild animals can be depicted 
in films and television programmes. 

 She alleged that the committee did not 
seek details of the species being used, 
which were required to determine 
whether they were protected. It had even 
allowed their depiction in scenes that 
could promote cruelty to animals. The 
board is India’s apex body for ensuring 
that animals are not mistreated. 

 

Special Courts for Politicians 
Background: 

 The Supreme Court by its December 2017 
order had directed the centre to set up 
special courts across the country to fast-
track the long-pending trials of 
lawmakers. These courts would devote 
themselves for the purpose so that trial in 
these cases could conclude in a year. 

SC’s directions 
 On August 21, 2018, the apex court had 

directed the centre to file details on the 
number of special courts that have been 
set up following its December 2017 order 
and the number of cases pending before 
these courts. 

Statistics 
 As many as 1,233 criminal cases involving 

MPs and MLAs were transferred to these 
courts. Of these 1,233 cases, 136 have 
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been disposed of and 1,097 are pending. In 
the remaining states where the cases 
against MP/MLAs are less than 65, the 
Centre has said these would be tried by 
regular courts in fast-track mode. 

Response from the centre 
 In response to the directions, the Ministry 

of Law and Justice in an affidavit told the 
court that 12 special courts have been set 
up across 11 States exclusively to try 
sitting MPs and MLAs. 

 Delhi has two such courts, while Andhra 
Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka, Kerala, 
Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West 
Bengal, Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh 
have one each. These courts would 
function within the territorial jurisdiction 
of the state they have been set up. 

 The Centre further accused State 
governments and High Courts of not 
parting with updated information on the 
number of criminal cases pending or 
disposed against the MPs/MLAs. The 
centre also asked the Supreme Court to 
direct the State governments and High 
Courts to submit the latest data on the 
trials of allegedly corrupt and criminal 
politicians. 

 Taking serious note of the lack of 
enthusiasm on the part of the States, the 
Supreme Court said it would monitor the 
compliance of its orders to form special 
courts to try MPs/MLAs and the 
functioning of these courts. The Bench 
directed the Chief Secretaries of the States 
and the Registrar Generals of the High 
Courts to provide the precise number of 
cases presently pending and required to 
be transferred to the special courts. 

 

Global hunger and Global warming 
UN’s latest report 

 The United Nations in its State of Food 
Security and Nutrition in the World 
2018 report noted that the number of 
hungry people in the world is growing 
again, reversing recent downward trends, 
wiping out progress on improving people’s 
access to food and leaving one in nine 
people undernourished last year.  

Reason for the increasing level of hunger  
 People facing chronic food deprivation 

increased to 821 million in 2017 from 
804 million in 2016, mainly due to climate 
change that is wreaking havoc on crop 

production in much of the developing 
world. 

 Analysis in the report found that climate 
variability, extreme drought and floods are 
already undermining production of wheat, 
rice and maize in tropical and temperate 
regions, and that the trend is expected to 
worsen as temperatures increase and 
become more extreme.  

 A hotter world is proving to be a hungrier 
world. 

What needs to be done? 
 The report advocated adapting practises 

to climate change like 
o Switching to less thirsty crops 
o Selectively breeding varieties for 

drought-resistance 
o Diversifying crops 
o Using natural methods to make the 

best use of rainfall 
o Giving farmers access to transport to 

take their produce to market, and 
modern technology, such as weather 
forecasting communications 

 With hunger on the rise for the past three 
years, the report called for policies to 
target groups most vulnerable to 
malnutrition, including infants, children, 
adolescent girls and women. 

Obesity- an indicator of poverty 
 The analysis also showed that one in eight 

of the world’s adults – 672 million people 
– are now obese. This is increasingly 
regarded as a form of malnutrition 
associated with poverty, as poor people 
often lack access to good quality food. 

 
 

India’s health report 
India State-level Disease Burden Initiative 
report 

 The report is a joint initiative of the Indian 
Council of Medical Research (ICMR), the 
Public Health Foundation of India (PHFI) 
and the Institute for Health Metrics and 
Evaluation (IHME) in collaboration with 
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the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, 
along with experts and stakeholders 
associated with over 100 Indian 
institutions. 

Why in news? 
 According to the recently released ‘India 

State-level Disease Burden Initiative’ 
report, Indians have registered a 50% 
increase in the prevalence of ischemic 
heart disease and stroke over the period 
from 1990 to 2016, with the number of 
diabetes cases climbing from 26 million to 
65 million.  

 In the same period, the number of people 
ailing from chronic obstructive lung 
disease went up from 28 million to 55 
million. 

Key findings 
 The report showed that the proportional 

contribution of cancers to disease burden 
in India has doubled since 1990, but the 
incidence of individual cancers varies 
widely between the States, the reasons for 
which need to be understood better to 
guide prevention and control of cancer. 

 The State-wise disease burden showed 
that Punjab has been ranked at the top for 
the burden of ischemic heart disease, 
followed by Tamil Nadu, and vice-versa for 
diabetes.  

 West Bengal topped with the largest 
number of stroke cases followed by 
Odisha. Kerala was ranked at the top for 
the burden of cancer, followed by Assam. 

 Being overweight was found to be a major 
risk factor for diabetes doubled in every 
State of India from 1990 to 2016. 

 While it is known that non-communicable 
diseases (NCDs) have been increasing in 
India, a major finding of concern is that the 
highest rate of increase in ischemic heart 
disease and diabetes is in the less 
developed States of India.  

 These States already have a high burden of 
chronic obstructive lung disease and of a 
range of infectious and childhood diseases, 
so the control of NCDs in these States has 
to be boosted without delay. 

37% of women dying of suicide are Indians 
 The study found that suicide is the leading 

cause of death in the 15-39 years age 
group in India. India’s contribution to 
global suicide deaths increased from 
25.3% in 1990 to 36.6% in 2016 among 
women, and from 18.7% to 24.3% among 
men. 

 Suicide Death Rate (SDR) in India is higher 
than expected for its socio-demographic 
index level, especially for women, with 
substantial variations in the magnitude 
and men-to-women ratio between the 
states.  

 India must develop a suicide-prevention 
strategy that takes into account these 
variations in order to address this major 
public health problem. 

 It further said that if the trends observed 
up to 2016 continued, the probability of 
India achieving Sustainable Development 
Goals for SDR reduction in 2030 was zero. 

Significance of the report 
 The insights provided by these findings 

are very timely for the planning of 
Ayushman Bharat, the National Health 
Protection Mission announced recently by 
the Prime Minister. 

 

Fixed dose combinations (FDC) 
What are FDCs? 

 FDCs are two or more drugs combined in a 
fixed ratio into a single dosage form.  

 
Ban on FDCs 

 The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 
has prohibited the manufacture for sale, 
sale or distribution for human use of 328 
Fixed Dose Combinations (FDCs) under 
Section 26A of the Drugs and Cosmetics 
Act, 1940. It also restricted the 
manufacture, sale or distribution of six 
FDCs subject to certain conditions. 

 The ministry’s decision was taken after its 
Drugs Technical Advisory Board (DTAB) 
said the ingredients of these FDCs have no 
therapeutic justification and they may be 
risky to consume. The ban includes brands 
like Saridon, Panderm Plus and Taxim AZ.  

Background: 
 Earlier, the ministry had banned 349 FDCs 

in 2016 and 2017, claiming they were 
unsafe and irrational for human use, under 
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Section 26 A of the Drugs and Cosmetics 
Act, 1940. 

 However, the matter was contested by 
manufacturers in various High Courts and 
the Supreme Court. In compliance with the 
Supreme Court judgment in 2017, the 
matter was examined by the Drugs 
Technical Advisory Board which gave its 
report to the Central government. 

Advantages of FDCs 
 FDCs offer simple dosage schedule which 

reduces ‘pill burden’, improves patient 
compliance and therefore improves 
treatment outcomes. This is especially 
important in elderly patients or patients 
suffering from multiple disorders. 

 The FDCs are more economic than single 
ingredient drugs. 

Disadvantages 
 In case of FDCs, dosing is inflexible and 

cannot be regulated to patient’s needs 
(each patient has unique characteristics 
such as weight, age, pharmacogenetics, co-
morbidity, which may alter drug 
metabolism and effect). 

 The patient may not actually need all the 
drugs present in the combination. If one 
drug is contraindicated for a patient, 
whole FDC cannot be prescribed. 

 

Misuse of Anti-Dowry Law 
Background 

 Expressing concern over misuse of Section 
498-A of IPC (anti-dowry law) by 
“disgruntled wives” against her husband 
and in-laws, the apex court had directed 
that no arrest or action be taken on such 
complaints without verifying the 
conformity to facts of dowry harassment 
allegations. 

 It directed setting up of a family welfare 
committee (FWC) in each district and 
entrusted it with the task of examining the 
authenticity of dowry harassment 
complaints.  

 It had said such complaints received by 
the police or a magistrate be referred to 
the committee and no action be taken till 
the committee gave its report after 
interacting with the parties. 

 The direction was criticized by various 
sections of the society. They claimed that 
the extra-judicial committee had added 
scope for delay and harassment of women 
in genuine cases, which would defeat the 
purpose of the anti-dowry law. 

Recent SC Judgement: 
 A three-judge bench of the Supreme Court 

headed by Chief Justice of India Dipak 
Misra set aside the July 27 directions, 
citing that it was not needed as it 
amounted to creating an extra jurisdiction 
by appointing FWCs that were not 
provided under the IPC. 

 The apex court, while modifying the 
verdict given by its two-judge bench, 
noted that a court cannot frame guidelines 
for the police regarding registration of 
FIRs on subjecting a married woman to 
cruelty for dowry, as the process has to be 
governed by statutory provisions. 

 The court also directed the Director 
General of Police of each State to ensure 
that investigating officers who are in 
charge of investigation of cases of offences 
under Section 498-A IPC should be 
imparted rigorous training with regard to 
the principles stated by the Court relating 
to arrest. 
 

‘Leprosy-free’ tag for India 
What is leprosy?  

 Leprosy is caused by infection with the 
bacterium Mycobacterium leprae. It 
mainly affects the skin, eyes, nose and 
peripheral nerves. Symptoms include 
light-coloured or red skin patches with 
reduced sensation, numbness and 
weakness in hands and feet. 

 Leprosy can be cured with 6-12 months of 
multi-drug therapy. Early treatment 
avoids disability. 

SC’s observations: 
 The Supreme Court questioned the 

‘leprosy-free’ tag and said though the 
country was declared leprosy-free on 
December 31, 2005; the reality is “entirely 
different”. 

 SC referred to progress reports of the 
National Leprosy Eradication 
Programme (NLEP) to show that only 
543 districts of the total 642 districts in 
the country had achieved the World 
Health Organisation-required prevalence 
rate of less than one case of leprosy for 
10,000 persons. 

Cause for concern 
 The underestimation of cases of leprosy 

and the declaration of elimination of 
leprosy has resulted in the integration of 
leprosy in general health services thereby 
leading to diversion of funds which would 



Page | 9  
 

have otherwise been dedicated to 
eliminating leprosy. 

 Patients and their families continue to 
suffer from leprosy and its stigma. They 
are even denied their fundamental right to 
food. They are not issued BPL (Below 
Poverty Line) cards to claim the benefit of 
various welfare schemes such as the 
Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY). 

  They are deprived of housing, basic civic 
amenities, adequate sanitary facilities and 
rehabilitation programmes. Majority of the 
populace afflicted with leprosy live as a 
marginalised section in society, deprived 
of even basic human rights. This 
manifestly results in violation of the 
fundamental right to equality and right to 
live with dignity. 

Recent initiatives 
 In 2017, Government has launched the 

SPARSH Leprosy Awareness Campaign 
(SLAC) to promote awareness and address 
the issues of stigma and discrimination. 

 Recently, The Personal Laws 
(Amendment) Bill, 2018 was introduced 
in the Lok Sabha to strike down leprosy as 
a ground for seeking divorce. 

 

Look-Out Circular 
What is a lookout circular? 

 LOC is a coercive measure used by 
investigating agencies and courts to 
compel suspects awaiting trial to 
surrender. 

What are the categories of cases in which 
agencies can seek a LOC? 

 Investigating agencies can approach 
immigration authorities for issuance of an 
LOC in cases of offences recognised by the 
Indian Penal Code or other penal 
provisions, or when the accused/suspect 
is deliberately evading arrest or not 
appearing for trial in court in spite of a 
non-bailable warrant and similar coercive 
measures. 

 It can also be issued when there is a 
likelihood of the suspect leaving the 
country to evade trial or arrest. In cases 
where the offence is not recognised by the 
IPC, LOC cannot be issued to prevent the 
individual from leaving the country. In 
such cases, the agencies can only ask to be 
informed about the arrival or departure of 
these individuals. 

Why in news? 
 Recently CBI said that the change in a 

2015 Lookout Circular (LoC) against Vijay 
Mallya from “detain” to merely informing 
about his movements was an “error” in 
judgement because he was cooperating in 
the probe and there was no warrant 
against him. 

 On November 24, 2015, the CBI issued a 
fresh LoC against Mallya asking airport 
authorities across the country to “inform” 
it about Mallya’s movements, thus 
replacing its previous circular which had 
sought detention of the businessman if he 
attempted to leave the country. 

 On March 2, 2016, Mallya left the country 
and has been in the United Kingdom 
where he has been fighting the extradition 
case. 
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Economy 
 

Pradhan Mantri Annadata Aay 
Sanrakshan Abhiyan  
PM-AASHA 

 The Cabinet Committee on Economic 
Affairs approved the new crop 
procurement policy- Pradhan Mantri 
Annadata Aay Sanrakshan Abhiyan 
(PM-AASHA) to ensure that farmers 
growing oilseeds, pulses and copra 
actually get the minimum support prices 
(MSP) they are promised for their crops 
every year. 

 The new mechanism is likely to cost the 
exchequer nearly Rs 40,000 crore and 
come into effect for the upcoming harvest 
of the Kharif season. 

About the new procurement policy 
 The new scheme is envisaged to be a mix 

of sub-schemes, which will involve direct 
procurement from farmers (price support 
scheme or PSS), paying them for losses 
incurred when wholesale market prices 
are lower than announced MSPs (price 
deficiency payment scheme or PDP), and 
procurement by private traders at MSP as 
a pilot. 

 Direct procurement or PSS scheme will 
kick in when prices of pulses, oilseeds and 
copra fall below MSP, up to a maximum 
limit of 25% of the total harvest. 

 The PDP scheme, which has been framed 
on the lines of Madhya Pradesh 
government’s Bhavantar Bhugtan 
Yojana, will be available only for oilseeds 
with registered farmers directly receiving 
payments in their bank accounts when 
they sell at prices lower than MSP. The 
government will not undertake physical 
procurement of crops under this scheme. 

Significance of the scheme: 
 The government announces minimum 

support prices for 23 crops every year. 
However, as the government procurement 
process primarily focused only on rice and 
wheat, most of the 21 other crops are sold 
at market prices, often below the MSP. 

 The new scheme will be crucial for 
farmers growing pulses, oilseeds and 
copra as the wholesale prices of these 
crops fell sharply over the past two years, 
driven by higher production, forcing 
farmers to sell at a loss. 

 

Foreign Institutional Investors 
Who are foreign institutional investors? 

● Foreign institutional investors (FIIs) are 
entities which invest in the assets 
belonging to a different country other than 
that where these organizations are based.  

Why are FIIs important for Indian markets? 
● FIIs are among the major sources of 

liquidity for the Indian markets. These are 
the big companies such as investment 
banks, mutual funds etc., who invest 
considerable amount of money in the 
Indian markets. 

● If FIIs are investing huge amounts in the 
Indian stock exchanges then it reflects 
their high confidence and a healthy 
investor sentiment for our markets.  

SEBI’s circular: 
● In April, Securities and Exchange Board of 

India (SEBI), the regulator for securities 
market in India, issued guidelines that a 
company majority owned by Non-resident 
Indians (NRIs) or Persons of Indian origin 
will not be allowed to invest as a foreign 
portfolio investor (FPI) in the country.  

● SEBI has directed that such funds should 
either be closed or the ownership 
structure changed by the end of December.   

● The move aims to check any possible re-
routing of funds of Indians and NRIs 
through overseas locations such as 
Mauritius, Singapore and Dubai. 

Why in the News? 
● An association of foreign funds, Asset 

Managers’ Roundtable of India, warned of 
a potential outflow of $75 billion from 
the Indian equity markets over the SEBI’s 
April circular. 

 

About: Rupee & Oil Price 
Rupee breaches 72.5 to dollar 

● The rupee breached 72.5 a dollar on Sept 
10 as the current account deficit widened 
to five- year high in the first quarter of the 
current financial year, to $15.8 billion or 
2.4%, of the GDP. 

● Some dollars sold by RBI helped rupee 
slightly recover. However, currency 
dealers said the central bank is not 
intervening aggressively as before. 
According to latest data, RBI sold only $1.8 
billion in July, compared to $6.2 billion in 
June.   
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● The country’s foreign exchange reserves 
dropped to $399.3 billion for the week 
ended September 7, according to RBI data. 
Foreign exchange reserves have fallen $26 
billion from its record high of $426 billion, 
as at April 13, 2018. 

But why do things seem better than in 2013? 
● In many ways, the present turbulent times 

are reminiscent of what happened in 2013 
economic crisis. These are without doubt 
challenging times but the picture is not as 
dismal as it was in 2013 because of three 
major factors. 

o Growth is on the ascendant 
which can be inferred from the 
8.1% GDP growth recorded in the 
first quarter of this fiscal. The 
economy seems to have shrugged 
off the twin shocks from the note 
ban and introduction of the GST. 

o Prudent fiscal management by 
the Centre and the dividends 
from the soft oil price regime of 
the last four years maintain fiscal 
deficit at a very respectable level 
of 3.3-3.5%. In comparison, the 
deficit in fiscal 2013 was 4.9% 
and in 2014 was 4.5%. 

o The political leadership does 
seem conscious of its fiscal 
responsibility. Despite calls from 
several quarters to loosen purse 
strings and cast aside the fiscal 
deficit marker, the Centre has 
refused to do so.  

States may increase revenue from oil price rise 
● A research report of the State Bank of 

India (SBI) the increase in petrol and 
diesel prices is likely to give States a 
windfall gains of around Rs 22,700 crore 
over and above the budget estimates for 
the current fiscal.  

● Alternatively, a $1/barrel increase in oil 
prices translates, on an average, into Rs 
1,513 crore revenue gains to all the major 
19 States. 

● This windfall gain will have positive 
impact on State finances, which might 
push down the States’ fiscal deficit by 15-
20 basis points, other things remaining 
unchanged. 

● Since the States are having incremental 
revenue over the budgeted one, they could 
cut, on an average, petrol prices by Rs 3.20 
a litre and diesel by Rs 2.30 a litre without 
affecting their revenue arithmetic.  

Exchange rate crises 

● According to a new index by Nomura, 
global financial services major, seven 
countries including Sri Lanka, Pakistan 
and Turkey, are at risk of exchange rate 
crises as investors re-assess their risks 
following the currency crisis in Argentina 
and Turkey, monetary policy 
normalisation in developed markets, trade 
protectionism and China’s economic 
slowdown. 

● The new gauge, Damocles, that assessed 
the risk of exchange rate crises for 30 
emerging market economies, noted that 
seven countries are at risk of exchange 
rate crises with scores over 100: Sri Lanka 
(175), South Africa (143), Argentina (140), 
Pakistan (136), Egypt (111), Turkey (104) 
and Ukraine (100). 

● A score above 100 suggests a country is 
vulnerable to an exchange rate crisis in the 
next 12 months, while a reading above 150 
signals a crisis could erupt at any time. 

● Meanwhile, India’s Damocles score 
stood at 25 mainly because of moderate 
CPI inflation, manageable current account 
deficit and sufficient forex reserve buffer 
with the central bank. Nomura has 
cautioned that higher oil prices and 
portfolio outflows are India’s key external 
vulnerabilities.  

Govt. moves to stabilise rupee 
● The government has announced a set of 

five measures aimed at supporting the 
rupee, which has been under pressure in 
the last few weeks, and ensuring that the 
current account deficit stays in control. 
These includes, 

o Cutting down non-essential 
imports and boosting exports 

o Restrictions with respect to foreign 
portfolio investors (FPI) exposure 
limit of 20 per cent in corporate 
bond portfolio to a single corporate 
group and 50 per cent of any issue 
of corporate bond to be reviewed 

o Exemption from withholding tax 
for masala bonds (rupee-
denominated instruments issued 
abroad by Indian borrowers) 

o Mandatory hedging condition for 
infrastructure loans borrowed 
under the external commercial 
borrowing (ECB) route to be 
reviewed. Presently there is no 
compulsion on borrowers to hedge 
these loans. 
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o Permitting manufacturing entities 
to avail ECB facility with minimum 
maturity of one year, instead of the 
earlier limit of three years 

Rupee gains… Finally! 
● Expectations around intervention by the 

authorities to steady the rupee, with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi set to meet 
policymakers to review the economic 
situation, helped the rupee appreciate 
against the dollar further on Sept 14. 

● Opening at 71.70 to a dollar compared to 
its previous close of 72.18, the rupee 
closed at 71.84, appreciating about 0.47% 
against the dollar.  

 
Data storage norms 
Why in news? 

● Google CEO Sundar Pichai in a recent 
meeting with Electronics and IT Minister 
Ravi Shankar Prasad requested two more 
months from the Indian government to 
comply with RBI guidelines. 

Background 
● In April, RBI directed all payment system 

operators including Visa, MasterCard, 
Google and WhatsApp, to ensure that data 
related to payment systems operated by 
them are stored only within India within a 
period of six months.   

● It aimed at bringing oversight rules on par 
with what is prevalent in some of the 
other Asian countries. 

Concerns 
● However, with just one month left to move 

all their India-relevant data into the 
country, global data and payment 
companies have made representations to 
the RBI seeking an extension of the 
deadline. They told RBI that they will 
require more time, given the complexity of 
such process.  

● They also claim that Data localisation 
would come as a strong blow on the costs 
and additional work for foreign companies 
operating in India. 

Free data flow will aid economy 
● Mr. Pichai had also advocated for free flow 

of data across borders with a focus on user 
privacy and security which will encourage 
start-ups to innovate and expand globally 
and encourage global companies to 
contribute to India's digital economy. 

Towards a Data protection regime 
● The draft Data protection law, 

recommended by the Justice Srikrishna 

committee, suggests that every data 
fiduciary in India shall ensure the storage 
of at least one serving copy of personal 
data on a server or data centre located in 
India. The government can notify certain 
categories of personal data as critical 
personal data that would have to be stored 
in a data centre located within India. 

● The draft e-commerce policy also calls 
for local storage of personally sensitive 
data. 

 
Global trade war hits stock market 

● Indian stock market, which is being 
affected by a combination of global and 
domestic factors, registered its biggest 
single-day fall in almost six months on 
Sept 10.  

● The 30-share Sensex lost more than 500 
points during intra-day trades and ended 
the day lower by 467.65 points, or 1.22%, 
at 37,922.17. This was the biggest single-
day fall for the Sensex since March 23. 
Meanwhile, the broader 50-share Nifty 
settled at 11,438.10, down 151 points or 
1.30% , its biggest single-day fall since 
March 16. 

Reasons for the market fall 
● While renewed concerns over an 

escalation of trade war between the U.S. 
and China pulled down global markets, the 
domestic markets were further spooked 
by the unabated fall in the rupee that 
touched a new low. 

● Weak global cues, combined with 
widening trade deficit due to continuous 
fall in rupee, dampened the investor 
sentiment. 

 

Shrimp production 
India’s new target: 

● Having overtaken Ecuador in 2017 as the 
top farmed shrimp exporter, India is 
aiming to extend its success to become 
world’s largest shrimp producer by 
surpassing China. 

● While India’s shrimp production was 6 
lakh tonnes in 2017, the target for the 
current year stands at 7 lakh tonnes. 

● Unlike China and some Southeast Asian 
nations where farms were affected by the 
outbreak of the Early Mortality 
Syndrome (EMS) disease, India has been 
able to sustain its production through 
supply of good broodstock and better farm 
management practices. 
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Stats on Shrimp exports: 
● Cultured shrimps, primarily the 

Vannamei variety, accounted for nearly 
70% of the India’s seafood exports worth 
Rs 37,871 crore in 2016-17. Most of the 
output increase has come from Andhra 
Pradesh, Odisha, West Bengal and Gujarat.  
 

Ex RBI Governor on bad loans 
What is in News? 

 Former RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan has 
submitted a note on non-performing 
assets in the Indian banking system 
prepared for the Parliament Estimates 
Committee at the request of its chairman 
Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi. 

Highlights of the report: 
Major reasons for the surge in NPAs: 

● Over optimism of Bankers who 
contributed to the lending spree without 
proper credit risk analysis 

● Economic growth slowdown after the 
global financial crisis 

● Malfeasance and corruption among 
bankers and frauds 

● Slowdown in the government’s decision 
making process 

Flagged risks MUDRA, Kisan credit card loans, 
Credit Guarantee Scheme 

● The former RBI Governor has cautioned 
that the next crisis in India’s banking 
sector could come from loans given to the 
unorganised micro and small businesses, 
called MUDRA loans, and credit extended 
through the Kisan credit card. 

● MUDRA loans are offered under the Prime 
Minister Mudra Yojana or PMMY, launched 
in 2015. A total of Rs. 6.37 lakh crore has 
been disbursed under the scheme by 
public and private sector banks, regional 
rural banks and micro-finance institutions 
till date. Both MUDRA loans as well as the 
Kisan Credit Card, while popular, have to 
be examined more closely for potential 
credit risk, Rajan warned. 

● He also flagged the Credit Guarantee 
Scheme for MSMEs, run by the Small 
Industries Development Bank of India, 
calling it “a growing contingent liability” 
that needs to be examined with urgency.  

What needs to be done? 
● On steps required to prevent recurrence of 

rising NPAs, Mr. Rajan suggested: 
a) Improving governance of public sector 

banks by professionalising boards and 

depoliticising appointments by handing it 
over to the Banks Board Bureau 

b) Introduction of outside talent into top 
management of PSBs given the talent 
deficit they faced 

c) Implementing proper project evaluation 
and monitoring processes to lower the risk 
of project NPAs 

d) Government should refrain from setting 
ambitious credit targets or from waiving 
loans 

e) The bankruptcy court should be the final 
option in resolving NPAs. Banks and 
promoters have to strike deals outside of 
bankruptcy, or if promoters prove 
uncooperative, bankers should have the 
ability to proceed without them. 

  

Resolution of 8 cases outside NCLT 
SC stays RBI’s circular 

● The Supreme Court has stayed the RBI's 
controversial February 12 circular and 
asked banks not to initiate insolvency 
proceedings against the loan defaulting 
companies.  

● The bench also directed that the 12 cases 
related to this issue that are pending 
before different high courts should be 
transferred to the Supreme Court. 

What was the circular? 
● In February, the RBI had issued a circular 

outlining a revised, stricter, framework for 
resolution of stressed assets. The new 
framework made it mandatory for banks 
to identify signs of incipient stress in loan 
accounts and classify stressed assets as 
Special Mention Account, immediately on 
default (even if the borrower misses one 
day of the repayment schedule). 

● Furthermore, lenders were asked to 
finalise a resolution plan in case of a 
default on large accounts of Rs 2,000 crore 
and above within 180 days, failing which 
insolvency proceedings have to be invoked 
against the defaulter under the Insolvency 
and Bankruptcy Code. 

Effects on power sector 
● The RBI circular had particularly impacted 

the power sector because the sector was 
already suffering due to unforeseen 
circumstances ranging from fuel shortage 
to regulatory clearances that hit their cash 
flows, credit rating, and the like.  

Power companies welcome the stay 
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● Power companies welcomed the Supreme 
Court verdict saying it will prevent many 
stressed power plants from insolvency.  

● They are averse to go to NCLT because 
they feel it will not fetch the assets a fair 
price.  

● The order would allow companies to 
negotiate with the bankers and arrive at 
mutual arrangements in the interim to 
sort out their bad loans.  

Banks hope to resolve 8 cases outside NCLT 
● With the SC’s stay, lenders are hoping to 

resolve at least eight power sector 
accounts worth Rs 70,000 crore out of the 
20 cases that were headed to the National 
Company Law Tribunal (NCLT).  

● These eight power projects totalling 
13,000 MW have a debt of about Rs 70,000 
crore and are in the final stages of 
resolution. 

● The next hearing in the matter is in 
November, which means there will be a 
two-month window by which banks and 
their borrowers can work out a resolution 
outside NCLT. 

Note of caution 
● But according to experts, the challenge 

now will be ensuring that the resolution 
process for these defaulting companies do 
not move at a snail's pace, else they risk 
going from stressed to unviable. 

 

Hiking of ethanol prices 
What’s in News? 

● The Cabinet Committee on Economic 
Affairs headed by Prime Minister has 
hiked ethanol prices with dual objective to 
reduce both surplus sugar production 
and the fuel import bill.  

● The price of ethanol derived from 100% 
sugarcane juice is raised from Rs 47.13 to 
Rs 59.13. The rate for ethanol produced 
from B-heavy molasses (also called as 
intermediary molasses) has been raised to 
Rs 52.43. However, the rate of ethanol 
produced from C-heavy molasses (which 
has no sugar left) has been marginally 
reduced to Rs 43.46 from Rs 43.70. 

FRP and its effects 
● Fair and Remunerative Price is an 

arrangement for the price to be paid to 
sugarcane farmers by the Sugar Mills and 
is announced each year by the Centre, on 
the advice of Commission for Agricultural 
Costs and Prices (CACP) and after 

consultation with State Governments and 
other stakeholders. 

● High FRP of sugarcane results in the 
surplus sugar production which is more 
than 31 million tonnes this year against 
the domestic consumption rates of 25 
million tonnes, which in turn causes sugar 
prices to fall below cost levels. As a result, 
the sugar mills incur losses, leading to 
defaults in payments of farmers which is 
now more than Rs. 13,000 crores. 

How the recent price rise will help sugar mills 
& farmers? 

● By increasing the price difference between 
ethanol with no sugar left and that of fully 
made up of sugar to almost 35%, the 
Centre has given sugar mills a clear 
incentive to increase ethanol production 
from sugar, which will reduce excess sugar 
in the country and increase liquidity with 
the sugar mills for settling cane farmer's 
dues.  

How it will help Ethanol Blended Petrol 
programme? 

● The price rise will also help in increasing 
the availability of ethanol for Ethanol 
Blended Petrol (EBP) Programme, which 
aims at reducing our oil import bill and 
cutting down the emissions of harmful 
gases. Under EBP, the centre is targeting to 
implement 10 percent ethanol blending in 
petrol by 2022, which is now hovering 
around 4-5 percent.  

 

WPI inflation falls 
What is WPI? 

● Wholesale Price Index (WPI) is an index 
that measures and tracks the changes in 
the price of goods in the stages before the 
retail level. It provides estimates of 
inflation at the wholesale transaction level 
for the economy as a whole.  

About WPI  
● It is released by the Office of Economic 

Adviser, Department of Industrial Policy 
and Promotion, Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry. 

● The base year is 2011-2012.  WPI inflation 
is also known as headline inflation. The 
index basket consist of commodities under 
3 main categories in decreasing order of 
weightage: Manufactured products, 
Primary Articles and Fuel and Power.  

What’s in news? 



Page | 15  
 

● WPI reduced to 4.53% in August 
compared to the corresponding month last 
year. WPI stood at 5.09% in July. 

● The fall in WPI is mainly attributed to 
cheaper food articles, especially fruits and 
vegetables. 

 

Lehman Brothers Collapse 
What is meant by the Lehman Brothers 
Collapse? 

● Lehman Brothers, a 150-year-old 
investment bank weighed down by risky 
debt holdings made up of subprime 
mortgages (loan given to a borrower who 
does not qualify for a regular home loan 
because of a poor credit record, low 
income and lack of job security), collapsed 
in September 2008. With $639 billion in 
assets and $619 billion in debt, Lehman's 
bankruptcy filing was the largest in 
history.   

● Lehman's demise also induced financial 
crisis that swept through global financial 
markets in 2008, the worst global 
economic crisis since the 1930s. 

What’s in news? 
● Angel Gurria, the head of the Organisation 

for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) said that he 
regretted the rich nations club’s failure to 
predict the crisis triggered by the collapse 
of Lehman Brothers a decade ago, saying 
economic forecasts needed to better 
reflect reality.  

● In June 2007, the OECD economic outlook 
stated ‘the current economic situation is in 
many ways better than what we have 
experienced in years’. Mr. Gurria said the 
crisis had made clear that “mainstream 
economic thinking and the models it was 
based on did not reflect the reality either 
of the economy or people’s life”. 

 

CSRI report 
 The 'Credit Suisse Family 1000 in 2018' 

report published by the Credit Suisse 
Research Institute (CSRI) found that the 
family-owned businesses are continuing to 
outperform their peers in every region, 
every sector, whatever their size.  

Highlights of the report: 
● The report which covered 11 markets in 

the Non-Japan Asian region, found that 
Indian family-owned businesses are 
among the best in Asia, accounting for 
more than 50% of the top 30 performers 
in terms of growth and profitability. 
Companies such as Bajaj Finance, Eicher 
Motors, MRF, Ashok Leyland, Pidilite 
Industries and Dewan Housing Finance are 
among those that made to the top list. 

● The study defines a family business as one 
where either direct shareholding by 
founders or descendants is at least 20% or 
the voting rights held by the founders or 
descendants is at least 20%. 

● Further, with a total of 111 companies and 
a market capitalisation of $839 billion, 
India is the third largest market globally in 
terms of number of family-owned 
companies, followed closely after China 
and the U.S. 

● Shares of Indian family-owned companies 
generated an average annual return of 
13.9% since 2006, compared to 6% 
recorded by their non-family-owned 
peers. 

● According to the report, this out-
performance of family-owned companies 
is probably due to the longer-term 
outlook of family-owned businesses 
relying less on external funding and 
investing more in research and 
development 
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International Relations 
 

Kartarpur Sahib Pilgrim corridor 
Why in news? 

● Punjab Minister Navjot Singh Sidhu, in a letter to External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj, asked 
centre to take steps to realise a “Kartarpur Sahib corridor” for pilgrims, citing the strong 
sentiments Sikhs attach to the Kartarpur Sahib gurdwara in Pakistan.  

● In the letter he mentioned that the visa issues between India and Pakistan have deprived numerous 
pilgrims of reaching this gurdwara over the years. Now with Pakistan’s Information Minister Fawad 
Chaudhary categorically saying that the corridor will be opened and even visa won’t be required to 
visit this as part of the 550th birth anniversary celebrations of Guru Nanak Dev, it is time for India to 
take a positive step on this highly emotional issue. 

Importance of Kartarpur Sahib Gurdwara: 
● It was in Kartarpur Sahib, now in Pakistan, that Guru Nanak Dev had spent the last 18 years of his 

life. The gurdwara is built where Guru Nanak is said to have died. 

 
Guru Nanak: 

● Guru Nanak was the founder of Sikhism and became the first Sikh Guru. His spiritual teachings laid 
the foundation on which Sikhism was formed.  

● He advocated the existence of one God and taught his followers that every human being can reach 
out to God through meditation and other pious practices. Guru Nanak did not support monasticism 
and asked his followers to lead the life of honest householder. 

● His teachings were immortalized in the form of 974 hymns, which came to be known as ‘Guru Granth 
Sahib,’ the holy text of Sikhism. With more than 20 million followers, Sikhism is one of the important 
religions in India. 

 
 

CPEC – A Debt Trap 
About CPEC 

● CPEC is a collection of infrastructure projects, which includes building roads, laying railway lines and 
pipelines to carry oil and gas, valued at around $62 billion. It aims at linking the city of Gwadar in 
South Western Pakistan to China’s North Western region Xinjiang through a vast network of 
highways and railways. 

● The project is being financed by heavily-subsidised loans from Chinese banking giants such as Exim 
Bank of China, China Development Bank, and the Industrial and Commercial Bank of China. 
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● The CPEC, once completed is expected to cut short the trade route for China’s oil imports by 6000 
miles and reduce its reliance on the strategic Malacca strait. It is expected to open up a brand-new 
strategic gateway for China to tap into African, West Asian and South Asian trade. 

What’s in news? 
● During a recent visit of China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi to Pakistan, China has rejected accusations 

that its financial backing for the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) was a “debt trap” that 
could compromise Islamabad’s sovereignty.  

● China claimed that among the 22 projects within the framework of CPEC, 18 involved investment and 
aid and only four of them used concessional loan. Only $19 billion had been invested in the CPEC, 
which had generated 70,000 new jobs. 

CPEC to consider Pak. social sector priorities 
● China informed that it will give more assistance on a priority basis to such areas as agriculture, 

education, medical service and drinking water, delivering tangible benefits to more people. 
● The two sides are looking to enhance the building of the CPEC, and to decide the future development 

path and the course for cooperation through negotiations in light of Pakistan’s next-stage socio-
economic development priorities and the needs of its people. 

 

Tilonia’s ‘solar mamas’ 
Solar mamas 

● A group of 45 women from 10 countries, ‘solar mamas’ who learnt the skills needed for the 
fabrication of solar panels, lights and photovoltaic circuits in a six-month-long training programme, 
were felicitated at a graduation ceremony at the Barefoot College, Ajmer, Rajasthan.  

● Having developed the potential to become agents of change in their respective countries, the ‘solar 
mamas’ successfully completed an in-house solar engineering programme. They will replicate the 
model in their villages by installing solar lanterns and panels, and train the women in their 
communities for the electrification of their homes. 

About Barefoot College: 
● The Barefoot College, established four decades ago, empowers marginalised women by training them 

to become solar engineers, artisans, dentists, broadcasters and doctors for their own villages. The 
institution has so far trained over 15,000 women in various skills. 

● Training in solar energy applications was launched in 2005 and is now supported by the Ministry of 
External Affairs. It caters to two groups of women — from India, and from Latin America, other parts 
of Asia, the Pacific Islands, and African countries. 

Agents of change 
● Altitarmak Huray from Turkey, who completed the programme, said she would ensure that people of 

her village did not live in darkness again.  
● Diplomats from five countries attended the event. New Zealand High Commissioner Joanna 

Kempkers praised the Barefoot College’s training for mostly illiterate and semi-literate rural women. 
● Ziaulhaq Akhondzada, second secretary in the Afghanistan Embassy, said, “India is helping us rebuild 

in various ways. The skill training by Barefoot College will not only light up our villages but also give 
strength to our women.”  

 

LEMOA 
About LEMOA 

● The pact gives both countries access to designated military facilities on either side for the purpose of 
refuelling and replenishment in primarily four areas  
o Port calls 
o Joint exercises  
o Training and humanitarian assistance  
o Disaster relief 

● The agreement does not give the US automatic access to Indian military bases or to logistical 
support, but just smooths existing practices. 

What’s in News? 
● The India-U.S. foundational agreement for mutual logistics support, the Logistics Exchange 

Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA), has been fully operationalised. 
Background 
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● India had concluded the LEMOA in August 2016. It is a tweaked India-specific version of the Logistics 
Support Agreement (LSA), which the U.S. has with several countries it has close military to military 
cooperation. 

Other foundational agreements 
● With the recently concluded Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA), 

which is meant for secure encrypted communications, India has signed three of the four foundational 
or enabling agreements with the U.S. meant to improve interoperability between the militaries and 
allow transfer of high-end military platforms. 

● The first one, the General Security of Military Information Agreement (GSOMIA), which is for 
information safety, was signed in 2002. 

● The last one remaining is the Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement for Geo-spatial 
Cooperation (BECA). 

 

1st trilateral meeting between India-Iran-Afghanistan 
First tripartite meeting 

● India, Iran and Afghanistan held their first tripartite meeting on September 11 in Kabul, chaired by 
Afghan Deputy Foreign Minister Hekmat Khalil Karzai. The Indian delegation was led by Foreign 
Secretary Vijay Gokhale while the Iranian team was headed by Deputy Foreign Minister Abbas 
Araghchi.  

Outcome of the meet 
● The meeting was focused on consolidating economic cooperation, including Chabahar, as well as 

enhancing cooperation on counter-terrorism, counter-narcotics, and continuing support to the peace 
and reconciliation process that is led and owned by Afghanistan. 

● They discussed the possible impact of the US sanctions on the Chabahar port project which is 
considered as a gateway to golden opportunities for trade by India, Iran and Afghanistan with central 
Asian countries besides ramping up trade among the three countries. 

● India has been under intense pressure from the United States to reduce its trade and commercial 
links with Iran in view of American sanctions against Iran. India appraised the American delegation 
about the strategic importance of Chabahar, particularly for enhancing trade with war-ravaged 
Afghanistan in recent 2+2 talks.  

 Joint Working Group on Political and Security Cooperation meet 
● Before the tripartite meeting, India and Afghanistan conducted the third Meeting of Joint Working 

Group on Political and Security Cooperation. The meeting was co-chaired by Foreign Secretary Vijay 
Gokhale and Afghan Deputy Foreign Minister Hekmat Khalil Karzai. 

● Both sides stressed the need to continue working together towards a stable, peaceful and prosperous 
region that is free from terrorism and extremism. The India supported for an Afghan-led and Afghan-
owned peace and reconciliation process.  

● Both expressed satisfaction over the successful completion of several development projects such as 
the Afghan Parliament building, Storey Palace, Afghan-India Friendship Dam. They agreed to further 
enhance cooperation under the New Development Partnership as part of which India had 
announced taking up 116 "high impact community developmental projects" in the war-torn country. 

 

MILEX 18 - BIMSTEC Exercise 
BIMSTEC 

● The Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) is a 
regional organization comprising seven Member States lying in the littoral and adjacent areas of the 
Bay of Bengal. 

● It constitutes seven Member States: five deriving from South Asia, including Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
India, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and two from Southeast Asia, including Myanmar and Thailand.  

● The BIMSTEC region is home to around 1.5 billion people which constitute around 22% of the global 
population with a combined gross domestic product (GDP) of 2.7 trillion economy.  

● BIMSTEC is a sector-driven cooperative organization. Fourteen priority sectors of cooperation have 
been identified and several BIMSTEC centres have been established to focus on those sectors. It 
includes trade, transport, energy, fisheries, agriculture, public health, poverty alleviation, counter 
terrorism, technology, tourism, environment, culture, people to people contact and climate change. 

MILEX 18 
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● The MILEX 18 exercise was proposed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi as the first ever military 
exercise of the regional grouping BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and 
Economic Cooperation), during his speech at the BIMSTEC summit in Kathmandu last month.  

● It was scheduled from September 10 to 16 at the Aundh Military Station in Pune. It is aimed at 
helping the BIMSTEC nations practise “planning and conduct of counter terrorist operations”.  

● Each country was asked to send a contingent of 30 personnel including five officers and 25 soldiers 
in addition to three observers.  

Withdrawal of Nepal & Thailand  
● India is facing an embarrassing situation as Nepal and Thailand backing out from sending full 

contingents to MILEX 18. Both nations have conveyed that they could only send observers.  
● Nepal, which had initially confirmed its participation with a full contingent, pulled out in the last 

minute and instead sent three observers. The official communication from the Nepal Army was that 
“it was a political decision.” Nepal also conveyed that their Army Chief would not be able to attend 
the Chiefs’ conclave scheduled as part of the exercises. 

● While Nepal has backed off from this exercise, it is scheduled to hold its second military exercise with 
China later this month. Interestingly, the government in Kathmandu has concluded an agreement 
with China to gain access to Chinese ports, including Tianjin, Shenzhen, Lianyungang and Zhanjiang. 

● Apart from Nepal, Thailand conveyed that it could only send observers citing budgeting 
constraints. 

 

Doklam report 
Doklam standoff 

● The Doklam plateau, near the India-Bhutan-China tri-junction, was the site of a 74-day-long standoff 
between Indian and Chinese troops from June to August 2017.  

● Tensions began when the People’s Liberation Army entered Doklam in a bid to alter the status quo in 
violation of Beijing’s existing understanding with both India and Bhutan. The issue was eventually 
resolved with the disengagement of border personnel on August 28 last year. 

Report on Sino-India relations 
● The standing committee on external affairs headed by Shashi Tharoor submitted its report on Sino-

India relations, including Doklam, to Lok Sabha speaker Sumitra Mahajan. 
● The committee commended the government’s overall handling of the crisis as it managed to send 

necessary signals to China that India will not acquiesce in its unilateral and forceful attempts to 
change the status quo at any of India’s territorial boundaries. 

Concerns 
● However, it raised concerns that the Chinese infrastructure built uncomfortably close to the tri-

junction has not been dismantled. 
● The committee warned that even if china have withdrawn their troops from Doklam for the time 

being, China’s strategic intentions should not be taken casually and India should continue to monitor 
the Chinese activities along the border in general and the area in particular very intensely. 

Committee’s suggestions 
● The panel also suggested that military infrastructure, especially the roads on the Indian side, need to 

be improved. It also noted the urgent need for high-technology gear to prepare our security forces to 
respond befittingly. 

‘Army was ready for the long haul’ 
● Recently, Lt. Gen. Praveen Bakshi (retd), then Eastern Army commander, said the Army was given 

freedom to act as deemed necessary and it was prepared for the long haul during the Doklam stand-
off last year but a full-fledged war was ruled out as India had the edge of commanding heights.  

 Need to build critical infrastructure in vulnerable areas 
● Observing that India was fortunate in Doklam, as its infrastructure was good, allowing the Army to 

respond quickly, Lt. Gen. D.S. Hooda, then heading the Northern Command, called for alternate plans 
in case China makes a transgression in an area of vulnerability such as Ladakh or Sikkim. 

● He also called for a review of the existing protocols to deal with such stand-offs as they do not cater 
to situations like Doklam where thousands of soldiers moved in. 
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Science & Technology 
 

Organic solar cell 
What’s in News? 

● Researchers at the Indian Institute of 
Science Education and Research (IISER) 
Bhopal have developed cheaper and more 
flexible organic solar cells using a 
synthetic derivative of vitamin B12.  

Organic solar cell 
● An organic solar cell is made up of 

acceptor and donor materials. The donor 
absorbs light from solar radiation and the 
harvested energy is passed to the 
electrodes with the help of the acceptor.  

About the research 
● The researchers synthesised the donor 

using an artificial aromatic chemical 
(corrole) which has a similar structure to 
the Corrin ring in vitamin B12. The 
artificially synthesised corrole (Cor-
BODIPY) absorbs light much like 
porphyrin in natural chlorophyll. 

● According to the researchers, Corroles 
have very good photophysical properties 
which show excellent absorption in the 
visible light range and are highly stable. 
They are very flexible unlike the silicon 
solar cells and so could be used in flexible 
electronics. 

● Another commercially available organic 
molecule, which is electron deficient, was 
used as an acceptor.  

● The organic cells developed by the team 
showed three absorption bands between 
400-650 nm — whole visible range of the 
solar spectrum — with a maximum 
absorption at 420 nm. The ability to turn 
the light absorbed to electricity (power 
conversion efficiency) was 2.5%. The 
researchers enhanced the performance of 
the solar cells by coating them with 
different solvents. This treatment more 
than doubled the power conversion 
efficiency from 2.5% to 6.6%. 

Applications of Corroles 
● Corroles are currently used as sensors, 

catalysts and in biomedical imaging. This 
is the first study wherein a corrole has 
been utilised for a bulk heterojunction 
solar cell as a donor material.  

Significance  
● The authors hope that this study shall 

open up a new window and may pave way 
for its development as a low-cost, efficient 

photovoltaic material with a wide range of 
absorption and increased flexibility. 

 

VC11184 
What’s in news? 

● Hindustan Shipyard Limited (HSL), 
Visakhapatnam, is gearing up to undertake 
sea trials of India’s first missile tracking 
ship by the first week of October. Once 
ready, it will be a force multiplier and 
cruise the country into a global elite club.  

● The keel of the ship, which was laid on 
June 30, 2014, is being built for the 
National Technical Research 
Organisation, the technical intelligence 
agency working directly under the 
supervision of the Prime Minister’s Office 
and the National Security Adviser. 

● Considered a “topmost secret project”, a 
lot of confidentiality is being maintained in 
executing the project costing about Rs 750 
crore.  

● It will be named after its induction into the 
Indian Navy. For now, it is simply referred 
as VC 11184. 

Strategic weapons programme 
● This will be the first of its kind ocean 

surveillance ship being built to strengthen 
the country’s strategic weapons 
programme aimed at strengthening the 
country’s defences.   

About VC11184 
● The objectives of the VC1184 are two-fold. 

One, track missiles using the two sensors 
on-board, the X-Band AESA primary radar 
and S-Band AESA secondary radar. And, 
two, gather electronic intelligence. 
Between those two tasks, the VC11184 
will be the most advanced tracking and 
surveillance ship in India’s arsenal.  

● The ship has the capacity to carry 300-
strong crew with hi-tech gadgets and 
communication equipment, powered by 
two diesel engines, and a large deck 
capable of helicopter landing. 

● This would put India in the elite of club of 
a few countries like the US, Russia, China, 
and France that have such a sophisticated 
ocean surveillance ship.  

● The sea trails are set to be launched by 
Hindustan Shipyard Limited (HSL) off the 
coast of Visakhapatnam.  

Strategic importance of Vizag 
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● Visakhapatnam is considered a strategic 
location on the East Coast for the Indian 
defence forces as it is also home for Ship 
Building Centre to build nuclear powered 
submarine INS Arihant class, Naval 
Alternate Operational Base at Rambilli, the 
second naval base after Eastern Naval 
Command headquarters, training centre 
for Marine Commandos and headquarters 
of the submarine arm. 

 

Space Food 
What’s in the news? 

● Defence Food Research Laboratory 
(DFRL), Mysuru, the food research centre 
of the Defence Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO), said it is geared to 
feed Indian astronauts with tasty ready-to-
eats and easy-to-makes, during India’s 
first manned space flight- Gaganyaan. 

● DFRL has already prepared dishes like 
Roti or flat wheat rolls, two-minute idli-
sambar, ready-to-eat courses made of rice, 
lentils and millets, khichdi and awaiting 
for the government’s green signal to send 
these eatables to 400 km above the 
ground.  

● They have also developed starch-based 
edible plates, cups and spoons that don’t 
add to the trash in space travel. 

Importance of space foods 
● Space foods should keep astronauts going 

physically and mentally over many days in 
alien conditions. They must keep hunger, 
depression, infections and fatigue at bay, 
and fortify astronauts with nourishment, 
high energy, alertness and immunity to 
diseases.  

● Combating gravity-related disorientation 
and motion sickness while keeping bodily 
functions normal are other criteria. 

 

Apple watch can take an ECG 
Apple’s new innovation 

● Apple has unveiled a new smartwatch- 
Series 4- that allows users to take their 
own electrocardiograms (ECG). Apple 
claims it as the first ECG product offered 
over the counter directly to consumers.  

● Healthcare providers usually use ECGs in 
hospitals to measure the heart's electrical 
activity and detect abnormalities in its 
rhythm. The device also detects when a 
person suffers a fall, seen as an important 
feature for elderly or disabled users. If a 

person falls, and then is motionless, the 
watch will call emergency services. 

Significance 
● Though some are sceptical about the 

accuracy of the device's ability to take an 
ECG, the new device is a significant 
innovation in the background of rising 
heart diseases.  

● For the 14 lakh urban Indians that live 
with heart disease today, the ECG feature 
on Series 4 offers a means of keeping tabs 
on the heart rate and rhythm as frequently 
as they feel the need to. 

 

Gaganyaan 
GAGANYAAN –AN INDIAN IN SPACE 

● GAGANYAAN is the name of India’s first 
manned space flight that would be 
launched probably on or even before 
2022. It is going to be the most ambitious 
project in the country since independence, 
as we are trying to use Reusable launch 
vehicle (RLV) which no country has ever 
used in manned space mission. 

● GSLV Mk-III launch vehicle will be used to 
launch Gaganyaan as it is capable of 
carrying heavy payload for this mission. 
Many of the critical technologies going to 
be used in this mission are tested 
successfully, such as Space Capsule 
Recovery Experiment (SRE-2007), Crew 
module Atmospheric Re-entry Experiment 
(CARE-2014) and Pad Abort Test (2018). 

What’s in news? 
● The Indian Air Force chief Air Chief 

Marshal B.S. Dhanoa said the IAF and its 
arms are fully geared up for supporting 
the first Indian human space mission of 
2022. 

● He said IAF has in-house capabilities at the 
Institute of Aerospace Medicine [IAM] and 
selection of cosmonauts has been 
completed in the past. IAM will play a key 
role in human engineering support and the 
development of the space crew capsule.  

● ISRO, which is tasked with the Human 
Spaceflight Programme, has earlier said its 
three astronauts will most likely be from 
among the IAF's test pilots and they will be 
trained at IAM and other places once the 
specific requirements of the flyers are 
finalised. 

 

Eradicating AIDS 
What’s in the news? 
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● According to the HIV Estimations 2017 
report released by the National AIDS 
Control Organisation (NACO), India had 
around 21.40 lakh people living with HIV 
in 2017, accounting for 0.22% of people in 
the 15-49 years age group in the country. 
The country saw around 87,580 new HIV 
infections and 69,110 AIDS related deaths 
in 2017.  

About the Report 
● The report is the 14th in the series of HIV 

Estimations under the National AIDS 
Control Programme. NACO undertakes 
HIV estimations biennially in collaboration 
with the Indian Council of Medical 
Research—National Institute of Medical 
Statistics. The first estimation in India was 
done in 1998. 

Key findings 
● India has the world’s third largest 

population of people with HIV/AIDS after 
South Africa and Nigeria. 

● The NACO report corroborates the 
information provided in the previous 
rounds about the characteristic of the HIV 
epidemic in India, where national 
prevalence and incidence remains low. But 
the figures are high in some geographical 
regions and among some population 
groups.  

● The report has also noted that the rate of 
decline in annual new HIV infections has 
been relatively slow in recent years. In 

2015, the total number of people living 
with HIV in India was estimated at 21.17 
lakh, while the same figure was 22.26 lakh 
in 2007. 

● More than 22,675 mothers across the 
country needed antiretroviral therapy 
(ART) to prevent HIV being transmitted 
from mother to child. 

Eliminating AIDS by 2030? 
● The report noted that the impact of the 

HIV/AIDS control programme has been 
significant, with more than an 80 per cent 
decline in estimated new infections from 
the epidemic’s peak in 1995.  

● Similarly, estimated AIDS-related deaths 
have declined by 71% since the peak of 
2005. However, it also indicates that there 
is no place for complacency as the country 
aims to achieve the ambitious goal of 
ending AIDS in India by 2030.  

Significance of the Report 
● Estimations of adult HIV prevalence, 

annual new infections (HIV incidence), 
AIDS-related mortality, and prevention of 
mother-to-child transmission (PMTCT) 
needs are produced as outcomes of HIV 
estimations. The modelled estimates are 
needed because there is no direct reliable 
way of measuring these core indicators, 
which are used to track the epidemic 
monitor and evaluate response around the 
world. 
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Environment 
 

Air to Fuel 
Increasing CO2 

● As we have kept on burning more and 
more of organic fuel, such as coal and 
crude oil, over the last century across the 
world, the amount of the oxidation 
product, carbon dioxide (CO2), in the 
atmosphere has reached alarming levels, 
causing global warming and climate 
change. 

Why not convert carbon dioxide into solid 
carbonate rocks? 

● Given this scenario, a company in 
Switzerland, called Climeworks, has put up 
a plant in Iceland where they bury CO2 (or 
sequester it), captured from the 
atmosphere, into solid calcium carbonate 
(CaCO3) rocks, just as basalt; they also sell 
the CO2 to greenhouses and beverage 
makers. 

Air to Fuel 
● An even better method would be to 

convert it back into hydrocarbon fuel 
through a reverse reaction, a process 
termed as air to fuel or A2F. And a group 
of scientists led by Dr David Keith of 
Harvard have put together a company 
called “Carbon Engineering”, with such a 
conversion of direct air capture (DAC) of 
CO2 into A2F.  

● The team has been working for the last 
several years on this problem. What is 
being done is to capture the undesirable 
product CO2, run it through a reactor in an 
efficient manner and use it to combine 
with hydrogen (obtained through 
electrolysis of water) and generate the 
hydrocarbon fuel. The whole process is 
what is termed as ‘carbon-neutral-fuel 
production’ by them. 

 

On Kerala Floods 
Floods trigger influx of alien fish species in 
Kerala 

● A joint research team from the University 
of Kerala, Kerala University of Fisheries 
and Ocean Sciences (KUFOS) and the 
National Institute of Advanced Studies 
(NIAS) reported that the catastrophic 
floods that caused widespread havoc 
throughout Kerala last month have also 
released several alien species of fish into 
water bodies, raising a threat to the 

endemic aquatic ecosystem and 
biodiversity. 

● The team found the alien species had 
escaped in large numbers from flooded 
commercial and ornamental fish farms. 

Threat to Biodiversity 
● Globally floodwaters have proved to be a 

major route for the spread of invasive 
species and, therefore, a precautionary 
approach is warranted while farming 
potential invasive along floodplains. 

● The proliferation of alien species poses a 
serious threat to the freshwater 
ecosystems of Kerala, considered a global 
hotspot for fish diversity, with about 200 
freshwater species of fish, about 30 
percentages of them are endemic.  

Ban on alien species 
● The scientists have called for a ban on the 

import and farming of alien species like 
the arapaima and alligator gar. These 
species feed voraciously on fish and hence 
have the potential to cause serious threat 
to the indigenous fish in the rivers of 
Kerala. 

Kerala needs better dams to tackle floods, says 
Pinarayi 

● Refuting Opposition leader’s charges that 
floods last month were a manmade 
disaster caused by opening all the dams in 
one go, Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan said the dams had stored up a bulk 
of the rain water and released only a part 
of it, thereby preventing a much bigger 
flood than what had occurred.  

● Citing the Central Water Commission’s 
report on the floods in Kerala, he said the 
state had received 14000 million cubic 
metres of water through rains while the 
dams had the capacity to store only 2280 
million cubic metres. He stressed the need 
for the State to have better reservoirs with 
the capacity to control floods. 

 

Damage to Aravallis 
SC orders demolition of illegal structures 

● The Supreme Court has ordered the 
demolition of structures built illegally by a 
prominent builder in the protected forests 
of the Aravallis, noting that ecological 
damage done by colonisers to the ancient 
hills was irreversible and quite 
frightening. 
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● The court ordered that all structures built 
after August 18, 1992 in the area known as 
‘Kant Enclave’ at Anangpur in Faridabad 
district of Haryana should be demolished 
by December 31, 2018. 

● It held that these illegal structures defy a 
Haryana government notification of 
August 18, 1992, issued under the Punjab 
Land Preservation Act, declaring the area 
as forest land and fragile. 

Dept. pulled up 
● The court pulled up the State town and 

country planning department for 
supporting the illegalities. The department 
was myopic and brazen to push its agenda 
in favour of the builder no matter what it 
cost to the environment and ground water 
in the area. 

● It accused the department of having 
completely vitiated the efforts of the forest 
department as well as the orders of the 
Supreme Court. 

● It is not only the future generations that 
have to pay a heavy price for this 
environmental degradation, but even the 
present generation is paying a heavy price 
for the environmental and ecological 
degradation inasmuch as there is an acute 
water shortage in the area as prophesied 
by the Central Ground Water Board. 

 

Forest Martyrs Day 
What’s in the news? 

● Forest Martyrs’ Day was observed on 
Sept 11 to commemorate the personnel of 
the Department of Forest and Wildlife who 
laid down their lives to protect natural 
resources. 

● In a bid to pay homage to the martyrs, the 
Assam Forest Department prepared a list 
of 68 people who died in the line of duty 
during the last 35 years.  

● The list includes 26 people killed by 
extremist groups such as National 
Democratic Front of Boroland and United 
Liberation Front of Asom, mostly in the 
1980s and early 1990s. 

● The extremists had during the time made 
jungles their hideouts, felled trees and 
killed wildlife to smuggle timber and 
animal body parts for money to buy 
firearms. 

● Others have been killed by the animals 
they protect. For instance, a rhino gored 
Home Guard in Kaziranga National Park in 
November 2008.  

A study on man-animal conflict 
What’s in the news? 

● A study conducted by Scientists at 
Bengaluru’s Centre for Wildlife Studies 
revealed there are several inconsistencies 
in compensation awarded for human-
wildlife conflict- ranging from crop loss to 
human death- across the country. 

Five-year study 
● The study which analysed cases of 

compensation for crop raiding, livestock 
loss and human injury and death reported 
to the government between 2010 to 2015, 
finds that wildlife that caused losses in 29 
States included elephants that raid crop 
fields, tigers and leopards that preyed on 
cows and goats, and other species ranging 
from crocodiles to monkeys that cause 
injury and property damage.  

● While a majority of the States awarded 
compensation for loss of livestock, human 
injury and death, only 18 (62%) did so for 
property damage.  

Inconsistencies in compensation 
● When the team compared the 

compensation patterns in detail, they 
found that despite a significant mandate to 
address human-wildlife conflict, there 
exist numerous inconsistencies in 
eligibility, application, assessment, 
implementation and payment procedures 
across States. 

● For instance, although the majority of 
claims countrywide were related to crop 
loss, seven States — including Gujarat and 
Rajasthan — still do not provide crop 
compensation. The ramifications of losses 
in arid States where farmers rely on just a 
single crop for survival would be high. 
Such discrepancies in eligibility and 
procedure, by promoting selective 
tolerance and protection of wildlife, could 
be detrimental to conservation efforts. 

Standardise policies 
● Policies must be standardised across State 

lines in a manner equitable to both 
citizens and wildlife. 

● Empowering people to cope with their 
losses is needed if we are to see global 
conservation icons such as elephants and 
tigers thrive amidst people. 

 

Aerosol Pollution affects Monsoon 
What are aerosols? 
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● Aerosols are minute particles suspended 
in the atmosphere. They have both human-
made and natural sources.  

Cooling effect of Aerosols 
● A study conducted by researchers from 

Indian Institute of Technology (IIT)-
Kanpur and University of Hyderabad has 
found that increased emissions of aerosols 
into the atmosphere due to pollution are 
beginning to have a definite cooling effect 
of 1 degree C during the Indian summer 
monsoon period. 

● The increased cooling is seen during the 
day, while the night time temperature is 
increasing, thus shrinking the diurnal 
temperature difference. The diurnal 
temperature difference is what drives the 
convection process (where water 
evaporates and reaches the atmosphere as 
water vapour), and development of clouds. 

Weakening monsoon rainfall 
● As diurnal temperature difference 

decreases, the lower layer of the 
atmosphere will reduce in height and 
come closer to the earth’s surface. This 
will cause more aerosols to get into the 
atmosphere, thus impacting the lower 
atmospheric turbulence, which may 
eventually affect the distribution of 
moisture and rainfall. 

● The increased concentration of aerosols in 
the atmosphere also tends to change the 
shape and characteristics of rain-bearing 

clouds, leading to extreme rainfall events 
but weakened monsoon rainfall. 

Striking similarity 
● The study found striking similarity 

between satellite data (2002-2016) and a 
global reanalysis modelled data that 
showed cloud structure being modified 
with increased aerosol emission. Rain-
bearing clouds were found to increase in 
number and height when aerosol emission 
is higher. 

● The clouds also tend to have a far higher 
number of ice particles that are smaller in 
size when aerosol loading is higher, thus 
reducing the efficiency of water droplet 
growth. 

● When there is high aerosol loading, there 
will be more water droplets in the 
atmosphere. Once the droplets reach 
above the freezing level, ice formation 
begins. Heat is given off when ice 
formation processes begin. This acts as a 
fuel to make the cloud grow taller and 
thicker. 

● When aerosol loading is higher, the anvil 
(cloud top) contains more number of 
smaller ice particles, which tend to reflect 
the shortwave radiation from the top of 
the cloud, leading to increased cooling of 
the earth’s surface. Cooling by shortwave 
radiation surpasses warming by longwave 
radiation, leading to net reduction in 
daytime temperature during the summer 
monsoon. 
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Culture 
 

Eco-friendly Ganesh Chaturthi 
What’s in news? 

● Environmental activists have been raising 
concerns over the adverse impacts to 
environment during Ganesh Chaturthi 
observances mainly because of the usage 
of Plaster of Paris (PoP). 

 
Why people prefer PoP? 

● Idols were once made of clay, but it is a 
difficult material to work: even using 
moulds, if not properly treated, it can 
crack when drying and breaks easily. Most 
idols are now made of calcium sulphate 
hemihydrate (Plaster of Paris), because it 
dries quickly and cleanly in a mould, so 
artisans can easily make lots of idols; it 
also takes colours well, and is light, 
therefore easier to transport even in the 
large sizes community mandalas want. 
Above all, it is cheaper than quality clay 
and easier to get. 

Environmental effects of PoP:  
● PoP does not biodegrade well and forms 

an impermeable layer on the bottom of 
pond or lake. Several researchers have 
found that the oxygen level of water 
bodies falls drastically after the Ganesh 
Chaturthi. 

● The synthetic colours used are toxic for 
aquatic flora and fauna. Aquatic bodies 
may get blocked with POP deposition and 
it can also cause decrease in depth of 
water body. 

Eco friendly initiatives: 
● In Bangalore, Nature Calls, start-up 

promoting eco-friendly products, offers a 
clay idol with a seed ball embedded; it can 
be immersed in a container, and the seed 
ball merges with the clay and soil, and 
saplings will sprout in a week.  

● Sasya Ganapathi, started by four friends 
in Bangalore last year, offers a kit 

consisting of a flower pot, vegetable seeds, 
cocopeat, and potting mix. Devotees can 
immerse the idol in the pot, and after it is 
dissolves, add the soil and cocopeat, and 
sow the seeds. 

● Members working with the environment 
related trust Sprouts, which makes idols 
that biodegrade into fish-food, says, there 
is a consistent increase in the number of 
orders they receive every year.  

Civic Bodies in action: 
● In Pune, the municipal corporation has 

aggressively promoted eco-friendly 
celebrations, with innovations like 
distributing packets of sodium 
bicarbonate (baking powder) free with 
every PoP idol (it dissolves the plaster and 
the residue can be used as fertilizer), 
making provisions to immerse idols in 
civic tanks to reduce pollution of the city’s 
rivers, and training school students to 
make eco-friendly idols. 

● Visakhapatnam’s administration is trying 
out innovations like QR codes for every 
idol (to monitor the movement on 
immersion days, and also to trace the 
makers using PoP or harmful colours), and 
a police rule that any idol over eight feet 
must be ‘immersed’ using high-powered 
pumps at the site itself. 

 

Statue of Sardar Patel 
What’s in the news? 

● Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani said 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will 
inaugurate a statue of Sardar Patel, 
described as “the world’s tallest”, on the 
birth anniversary of India’s first Home 
Minister on October 31. 

● He said the statue with a height of 182m 
will be a symbol of the country’s unity and 
integrity, adding that the statue was made 
using iron, water and soil from across the 
country. 

● Calling Patel one of the tallest leaders and 
pioneers of the country, Rupani said that 
the statue will be called ‘Statue of Unity’ 
and will be even taller than the Statue of 
Liberty. 

● Engineering giant Larsen & Toubro 
Limited (L&T) has got the tender of 
design, engineering, construction, 
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operation and maintenance of the statue at 
a cost of around Rs 2,980 crore. 

About Sardar Patel: 
● Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel was a political 

and social leader of India who played a 
major role in the country's struggle for 
independence. He was called the "Iron 
Man of India".  

● As the first Home Minister and Deputy 
Prime Minister of India, Patel was 
instrumental in the integration of over 500 
princely states into the Indian Union.  

 

Pune’s Ganesha in ‘Thanjavur 
temple’ 
What’s in the news? 

● Dagdusheth Halwai Ganpati Trust, the 
custodians of the Pune’s famous 
Dagdusheth Ganpati Temple, has a 75-
year-old tradition of making replicas of 
historic temples across the country on the 
occasion of Ganesh Chathurthi.  

● This year, a 100 ft by 100 ft replica of the 
11th century iconic Brihadeeswara temple 
was featured as part of the Trust’s 126th 
year of public Ganesha festivities. 

● According to the Trust, the purpose was to 
showcase our country’s heritage to 

devotees who cannot afford to travel to 
other parts of the country, and to serve the 
larger purpose of uniting people during 
festivities. 

About the idol 
● The idol currently installed at the 

Dagdusheth Ganpati Temple was sculpted 
in 1968 by a Dharwad-based sculptor, 
Naglingacharya Shankaracharya Shilpi. 
The idol is 1.5 m in height, 1.25 m wide, 
and adorned with 40 kg of gold.  
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Miscellaneous 
 

Bogibeel road-rail bridge 
What’s in news? 

● The Brahmaputra River awaits the completion of the Bogibeel Bridge, country’s longest road-rail 
bridge at 4.94 km- that India’s defence forces and residents of the eastern half of the Northeast have 
been demanding for almost five decades. 

● Sited about 17 km downstream of Dibrugarh town, Assam, the bridge will facilitate road and rail 
connectivity between the north and south banks of the Brahmaputra in the eastern part of Assam 
and Arunachal Pradesh. 

Delay in completion 
● While former Prime Minister H. D. Deve Gowda laid the foundation stone for the Bogibeel Bridge in 

January 1997, work started only in April 2002, when Atal Bihari Vajpayee inaugurated the 
construction.  

● With several deadlines having been missed over the past 16 years, the Northeast Frontier Railway 
(NFR) that is undertaking the project, had set a June target, which was pushed back to October, and 
the latest indications are that the formal inauguration might be delayed by another couple of months 
more. 

● The protracted delay has resulted in the project’s cost increasing more than threefold to Rs 5,800 
crore, from the initial estimate of Rs 1,767 crore. 

Strategic importance of the Bridge 
● According to the Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal, “The Bogibeel Bridge will usher in a 

new era of economic development in the region, apart from strengthening national security in the 
border areas”. 

● The bridge, which is the second longest in Asia, is part of infrastructure projects planned by India to 
improve logistics along the China border.  

● The new bridge over the Brahmaputra will save a 600 km detour which wills drastically cut time for 
induction of troops and logistics during a war-like situation. 
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News in-depth 
The Hindu Editorials 

 

Too Close for Comfort? On India –U.S. 2+2 Meeting 
Why in news? 

 The first round of the much-anticipated 
India-U.S. 2+2 dialogues, comprising the 
Defence and Foreign Ministers of the two 
countries was held on September 6, 2018. 

 All the expectations halted as the first 
round appeared to be singularly one-sided 
affair. The dialogue looks more like the 
U.S. dominating over the Indian interests. 

Beware of the Catch 
 The inaugural round of the 2+2 dialogue is 

therefore ‘advantage U.S.’ With the U.S. 
addressing India as “a consequential 
emerging partner” or naming and shaming 
Pakistan, India should not get carried 
away. 

 The outcome of the talks and the future 
direction of the India-U.S. relations can be 
assessed from the recently held talks. 

Buy American 
 The American team which came under the 

name of strategic dialogue clearly had 
ambitions to market its goods and 
services. Strategic rationale and 
geopolitical calculations underpinning 
India-U.S. relations could not be denied. 

 But the underlying idea to sell its products 
could not be denied either. Two cases 
clearly advocate the above statements. 

De-link Iran 
 Iran has always been one of the main oil 

suppliers to India, next to Iraq and Saudi 
Arabia. U.S. insists India to terminate its oil 
import from Iran. This is following the 
U.S.’s unilateral withdrawal from the Iran 
nuclear deal, accusing Iran of possessing 
nuclear weapons. 

 Instead it recommends India to buy 
American Oil to make up the energy 
deficit. The U.S. oil exports to India have 
more than doubled in the past year. By 
generating fears of sanction, U.S. managed 
to help its booming domestic crude oil 
industry. 

CAATSA Effect 

 Countering America’s Adversaries 
Through Sanctions Act is a US federal 
law. It is to impose punitive provisions like 
sanctions on countries dealing with its 
enemy countries like Russia, Iran and 
North Korea. 

 India is set to buy s-400 Triumph air 
defence missile system from Russia, which 
draws the ire of U.S. U.S. wants India to 
terminate any deals with Russian defence 
and intelligence sectors. 

 For a country with close to 60% of its 
weapons systems originating from Russia, 
this would be a huge setback. Again, U.S. 
wanted India to buy its weapon instead. 

On the losing side 
 At the 2+2 meeting, the Indian side did not 

manage to get a waiver for importing 
Iranian crude. 

 India requested for a “one-time waiver” 
from U.S. sanctions to buy Russian 
weapons. 

 The joint statement at 2+2 is silent on this. 
 If such a waiver is denied, it would be a 

huge set-back for India. 
 U.S. pressures India to reduce the bilateral 

trade deficit, which is in India’s favour, by 
 buying more American goods. 

Key Security Agreement 
 Communications Compatibility and 

Security Agreement (COMCASA) was also 
signed. It is one of the three ‘foundational’ 
agreements necessary for a viable India-
U.S. military relationship. 

 Other two are the Logistics Exchange 
Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA) and 
the Basic Exchange and Cooperation 
Agreement (BECA) for Geo-spatial 
Cooperation. 

 In 2016, India and the U.S. had signed 
LEMOA, which allows their militaries to 
replenish from the other’s bases. BECA on 
the other hand is yet to be negotiated. 

What do we Gain? 
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 COMCASA will facilitate access to 
advanced defence systems. Will enable 
India to optimally utilise its existing U.S.-
origin platforms. P-8I and C-130J aircraft 
are U.S. origin which requires low-tech 
communication equipment from U.S. 

 The domestic laws restrict U.S. to provide 
such equipments, unless India signed 
COMCASA. Even high-end equipment and 
the interoperability between Indian and 
U.S. forces would be severely hampered in 
the absence of COMCASA. 

Not a Public Document 
 The India-specific COMCASA is not a public 

document and so the scope of the 
agreement is yet to be found out. It is 
necessary to take stock of the national 
security implication of the agreement. 
Concerns over some areas like the issue of 
visits by U.S. inspectors to Indian bases to 
carry out inspections on the COMCASA –
safeguarded equipment sold to India. 

The Korean Example 
 A look at the language from a similar 

agreement signed between the U.S. and 
South Korea in 2008 provides the 
following – The U.S Department of Defence 
(DoD) provided COMSEC 
(Communications Security) equipment 
and materials will be installed and 
maintained only by authorized U.S. 
personnel. 

 Maintenance and periodic inspections will 
be performed by authorized and duly 
identified U.S. personnel who will be 
permitted timely access to such equipment 
and material. 

 DoD will notify its Korean counterpart in 
advance in those instances when such 
access by authorised U.S. personnel is 
considered necessary. The above event of 
notification happens only when time and 
circumstance permit the DoD to do so. 

The Indian Angle 
 India is not a military ally to U.S. like South 

Korea and so the provisions of inspections 
might be less intrusive. Recently signed 
COMCASA will apply end-use monitoring 
and reconfiguration restrictions on India. 

 Original End-Use Monitoring Agreement 
(EUMA) was agreed between India and 

U.S. in 2009. It ensured that U.S. inspectors 
would stay away from Indian bases, which 
is not assured yet under COMCASA. 

 India’s acceptance to reduce its purchase 
from Russia on threats of sanction from 
CAATSA, and the above shows it 
admittance to the extra-territorial 
application of U.S. federal laws. Did India 
pushed for a U.S. presidential waiver for 
receiving COMSEC without going for 
COMCASA is another question to be 
answered. 

Security Angle 
 It should be seen that whether the 

installation of U.S. COMSEC would 
compromise the secrecy of Indian Military 
COMSEC. In any conflict situation, the two 
countries are not likely to be deployed 
alongside each other. 

 In such case it will be useful to debate the 
utility of such India-U.S. agreement. The 
question is not about India making use of 
American assistance in strengthening its 
national security. 

 Clarity and transparency on each move is 
necessary to keep India’s sovereignty 
intact. 

The China Question 
 Though not explicitly mentioned, there is 

no denying the fact that the ‘china threat’ 
is one the major talking points between 
India and the U.S. While China is indeed a 
challenge, the India-U.S. cooperation has 
little to do anything about it. 

 With several Southern Asian security 
challenges, India relying on outsider to 
meet the challenges on Asian soil will do 
no good.  

Way Forward 
 India’s geopolitical character, strategic 

future and its bilateral relations with 
global countries should originate within 
its own policy initiatives. It should not 
surrender its sovereignty to U.S., in the 
name of acceding to its demands and 
agreements. 

 India must keep its option open and be 
multi-aligned, even as the U.S. forms a key 
part in that scheme of things. 

 

A Greater Transformation 
Introduction 

 Supreme Court once again proved its 
role as the protector and guarantor of 

Fundamental rights of the citizens of 
India. 
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 It struck down the colonial-era law 
which criminalised both 
homosexuality and the lives of the 
LGBTQ persons. 

Why in News? 
 LGBTQ is the abbreviated form of 

lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and 
as well as those individuals who 
identify as queer. Those who identify 
as queer have non-binary identities, 
that is, they don’t identify them with 
either male or female gender. 

 The Supreme Court in its historic 
judgement legalised homosexuality in 
India. The Court, in its decision in 
Navjet Singh Johar v. Union of India, 
cited that the provisions of section 377 
of Indian Penal Code violated the 
Fundamental rights of the LGBTQ 
persons. 

 The right to dignity, equality, privacy 
and expression of these persons were 
denied citing the colonial law. 

Section 377 
 Introduced during the British rule of 

India. Criminalises sexual activities 
“against the order of nature”. It 
includes homosexual activities. 

 Prior to this law, sexual activities, 
including amongst homosexuals, were 
not penalised in India. 

Personal Matters 
 Intimate decision making is entitled to 

constitutional protection. By intruding 
in to such a zone, section 377 of the 
Indian Penal Code, clearly takes away 
the protection provided under 
constitution. The choice of a partner, 
the desire for personal intimacy and 
the yearning to find love and fulfilment 
in human relationships all has a 
universal appeal. 

 The judgement further cited that the 
State has no right to intrude into these 
personal matters. Societal notions of 
heteronormativity, should not be 
taken to regulate constitutional 
liberties based on sexual orientation. 
Heteronormativity assumes that 
heterosexuality is the default sexual 
orientation, and sexual and marital 

relations are most fitting between 
opposite genders.  

The Concept of Individuality 
 Chief Justice of India stressed on the 

right to develop one’s individuality 
against the demands of social 
conformity. The struggle in the context 
of LGBTQ persons is to assert their 
personhood in an isolating, ostracising 
environment in which heterosexuality 
is the norm. 

 The guarantee of equality was laid 
upon the guarantee of equal 
citizenship. Thus section 377 violated 
this guarantee as it “singles out 
people”, by their private choices and 
marks them as less than citizens. 

 The constitutional protection given to 
intimate choices against the dictates of 
societal conformity should not be 
considered as a special treatment. 

Creating a Stereotypical Morality 
 Section 377 prohibits a form of 

intimate and personal choice of an 
individual. More than that, it creates a 
stereotypical morality which has deep-
ranging social effects. 

 It perpetuates a certain culture of 
‘homophobic attitudes.’ It makes it 
impossible for LGBTQ victims to access 
justice. It violates the basic right of not 
to be discriminated against on grounds 
of one’s sexual orientation. It is all due 
to the prejudicial stereotypes about the 
LGBTQ community fostered by section 
377. 

Against Constitutional Morality 
 The recent judgement is firmly 

anchored in the notions of 
Constitutional Morality. Judges state 
that there is a vast gap between the 
moral values on which section 377 is 
based and the values of the 
constitution. 

 The denial to LGBTQ persons of the 
right to dignity is incompatible with 
the morality of the constitution. Thus, 
the constitutional guarantee of the 
right to develop one’s personhood and 
the right to equal citizenship is once 
again revisited through this judgement. 
 



Page | 32  
 

Defending the Constitution 
 The Court explicitly rejected the idea of 

prevalence of majority opinion on any 
matter over the minority opinion. 
Regardless of the opinion of the 
popular or legislative majorities, the 
Court reapproved its role as a 
guarantor of minority rights. 

 Its acceptance of application of 
fundamental rights to the minority 
LGBTQ persons exposed the Court’s 
role in defending the Constitution. 
Judges stated that the decision is not 
left to majoritarian governments to 
prescribe what shall be the norm in 
matters of social morality. 

A Transformative Constitution 
 The main logic behind the judgement 

lies in bringing out the nature of our 
constitution. The purpose of having a 
constitution is to transform society. 

 It should embrace the ideals of justice, 
liberty, equality and fraternity. The 
task to transform society in allegiance 
to the Constitution is vested in the 
State, the Judiciary and the Citizens. 

Humongous Task 
 Section 377 has its root in the social, 

legal and cultural sphere as well. It is 
deeply engrained such that it creates a 
prejudice over persons of LGBT 
community. It requires immense work 
to do away with such attitude and 
accept the rights of those individuals. 

 The best example is the prejudice and 
violence de-notified tribes still face at 
the hands of the state and society. The 
colonial-era Criminal Tribes Act was 
even repealed in the late 1940s, but 
people’s attitude towards them has not 
changed yet. 

Awareness Generation 
 The task of combating the prejudicial 

attitudes encoded in section 377 has to 
continue to bring the ideals of a 

transformative constitution. 
Understanding the challenge, the 
Judges mandated the Union of India to 
give ‘wide publicity to the judgement’. 

 It should conduct ‘sensitisation and 
awareness training for government 
officials’ and in particular police 
officials. 

Spill Over Effect 
 The implications of a transformative 

Constitution are wide ranging. The 
current judgement will create faith in 
inter-caste, inter-religious and same 
sex couples, all of whom are battling a 
form of social prejudice. 

 The judgement stated, the right to love 
is not just a separate battle for LGBTQ 
individuals but a battle for all of us. 

Upholding Dignity 
 By striking down of section 377 and 

upholding the rights of the LGBTQ 
community, the Court has harnessed 
the transformative power of the 
Constitution. It certainly amplified a 
way of thinking rooted in the values of 
respect for dignity, equality and 
fraternity. 

 Whether minority or majority, the 
values of dignity, equality and 
fraternity provided under the 
constitution cannot be abridged. 

Way Forward 
 The Supreme Court, as defender of the 

Constitution and guarantor of 
Fundamental rights to the citizens, 
instilled faith in the minorities. The 
judgement asserted the struggle 
against forms of discrimination 
perpetrated by a conservative social 
morality. 

 When people tend to address these 
struggles and accept in values of the 
Constitution, India will be more of a 
Constitutional democracy rather than a 
majoritarian democracy. 

 
Cloudy forecast: on climate change 
Why in News? 
 The conference of the UN Framework 

Convention on Climate Change in Bangkok 
was recently held to draft a rulebook for the 
Paris Agreement ahead of a crucial 

international conference in Poland in 
December.  

About UNFCCC 
 The UN Framework convention on climate 

change was the first multilateral legal 
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instrument on climate change was adopted in 
the UN Summit Conference on Environment 
and Development (UNCED), held in Rio De 
Janeiro in 1992. 

 The objective of UNFCC is to stabilize 
greenhouse gas concentrations in the 
atmosphere at a level that would prevent 
dangerous anthropogenic interference with 
the climate system. 

 UNFCCC is itself not legally binding and does 
not set mandatory limits on greenhouse gas 
emissions for individual countries and 
contains no enforcement mechanisms. 
However, it has projected a legally binding 
agreement as its protocols would set the 
emission targets and legally binding 
enforcement. Important protocols include the 
Kyoto Protocol, which is legally binding. 

 The Paris Agreement under the UNFCCC was 
adopted in December 2015 and entered into 
force on November 2016. This agreement was 
the outcome of the negotiations launched in 
2011 at the 17th Conference of the Parties in 
Durban to develop a legal instrument 
applicable to all Parties to cut greenhouse 
gases (GHG) emissions and to be implemented 
from 2020.  

The outcome of the Bangkok Meeting 
 Under the pact concluded in Paris, rich 

countries pledged to raise $100 billion a year 
by 2020 to help developing countries reduce 
their greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and aid 
populations to cope with extreme events such 
as floods, droughts and storms. 

 The meeting in Bangkok went into difficulties 
over the issue of raising funds to help poorer 
nations. Some developed countries led by the 

U.S, which has rejected the agreement — are 
unwilling to commit to sound rules on raising 
climate finance. 

China and India 
 There is international pressure on China and 

India to cut GHG emissions. Both countries 
have committed themselves to a cleaner 
growth path. India, which reported annual CO2 
equivalent emissions of 2.136 billion tonnes in 
2010 to the UNFCCC two years ago, estimates 
that the GHG emissions intensity of its GDP 
has declined by 12% for the 2005-2010 
period. 

 As members committed to the Paris 
Agreement, China and India have the 
responsibility of climate leadership in the 
developing world, and have to green their 
growth. 

Global Scenario 
 According to scientific estimates, the damage 

already done to the West Antarctic Ice Sheet is 
set to raise sea levels; a 2° Celsius rise will also 
destabilise the Greenland Ice Sheet.  

 Failed agriculture in populous countries will 
drive more mass migrations of people, 
creating conflict. A deeper insight on all this 
will be available in October when the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
releases its scientific report on the impact of a 
1.5° C rise in global average temperature. 

Way Forward 
 Developing countries need a supportive 

framework in the form of a rulebook that 
binds the developed countries to their funding 
pledges, provides support for capacity 
building and transfer of green technologies on 
liberal terms. 

 

Why Not Dalit? 
Why in News? 

 The government issued an advisory to the 
media saying they “may refrain” from 
using the word Dalit, based on an order by 
the Nagpur Bench of the Bombay High 
Court. 

Scheduled Castes 
 Scheduled castes are those castes/races in 

the country that suffer from extreme 
social, educational and economic 
backwardness arising out of the age-old 
practice of untouchability and certain 
others on account of lack of infrastructure 
facilities and geographical isolation, and 
who need special consideration for 
safeguarding their interests and for their 
accelerated socio-economic development. 

These communities were notified as 
Scheduled Castes as per provisions 
contained in Clause 1 of Article 341 of the 
Constitution. 

Terms over the years 
 The many movements launched by social 

reformers and activists against the caste 
system and against untouchability have 
used terms such as Antyajas, suppressed 
castes, pariahs, depressed castes, Dalits, 
Harijans, Ati Shudra and Adi Dravida. 
Jyotiba Phule is credited to have used the 
term Dalit. 

 In the absence of a better word, Dalit has 
been the preferred word in the 
movements for justice for Dalits till now. It 
is well known that the term Harijan was 
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coined by someone who was a victim of 
untouchability. He suggested that Gandhi 
use it to describe the so-called 
untouchables. That term was widely used 
during the freedom struggle and many, 
including Ambedkar, considered it 
humiliating and patronising. 

What is the Issue? 
 The Ministry of Information and 

Broadcasting has told the media to 
“refrain from using the nomenclature 
Dalit” and, instead, use only the 
Constitutional term, ‘Scheduled Caste’. 

 The Union Ministry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment issued similar orders to all 
state governments, stating that only the 
term ‘Scheduled Caste’ should be used in 
all official communication, adding that the 
term ‘Dalit’ does not find mention in the 
Constitution or any statute. 

Criticism 
 Such an advisory at a time when the term 

Dalit is empowering Dalits in their 
relentless fight against the increasing 
levels of atrocities against them, and at a 
time of heightened Dalit consciousness in 
the country may serve to marginalise the 
community.  

 The national coalition of Dalit 
academicians and activists said the term 
signifies “collective identity”, and banning 
it is akin to denial of the hard-won 
identity. ‘Dalit’ in Marathi means 
oppressed and excluded, and was 
originally a broader term that included 
both class and caste. There is nothing 
derogatory in the use of the word ‘Dalit’. It 
gained currency in the sixties and 
seventies with Dalit literature and the 
Dalit Panther Movement in Maharashtra. 

 
 

Much must change in Kerala 
Why in News? 

 After the devastating floods, Kerala society 
as a whole now needs to reorient its 
relationship with nature 

Background 
 Kerala has justifiably been identified as 

having carved out a niche, and not just in 
India but globally, as a society with high 
human development at a relatively low 
level of income. 

 Kerala also dealt with overcoming this 
burden through a non-violent political 
revolution. However, a decline in natural 
capital and associated ecosystem services 
have accompanied the rise in income.  

 The decline in natural capital has ranged 
from deforestation that contributes to 
rainwater run-off contributing to 
landslides, to sand-mining that leads to 
rivers over-flowing their banks, and 
building on the flood plains that were 
meant to provide a cushion. All of these 
contribute to flooding. 

Unsuitable Development Trajectory 
 Kerala’s much-acclaimed development 

trajectory is unsustainable as 
demonstrated during the recent floods, 
and needs a change. Kerala consumes too 
much. At the centre of this, consumption is 
luxury housing and commercial holiday 
resorts, such structures are much larger 
than necessary and cover the soil with 
concrete, heightening rainwater run-off, 

and through their weight increase 
subsidence. 

 Houses in Kerala have been historically 
been built with sand mined from rivers. 
Once this source got exhausted, river sand 
has been replaced by manufactured sand 
which is a by-product of quarrying. 

 Large-scale quarrying has meant loping off 
the top of hills and allowing water to seep 
into them, making them unstable. 

Gadgil Commission 
 Madhav Gadgil Chairman of the “Western 

Ghats Ecology Expert Panel” (WGEEP), 
also known as the Gadgil Commission has 
said that human action may have 
exacerbated the consequences of the 
unusually heavy rain this year. 

Key Recommendations 
1. It designated the entire hill range as an 

Ecologically Sensitive Area (ESA). 
2. The panel, in its report, has classified the 

142 taluks in the Western Ghats boundary 
into Ecologically Sensitive Zones (ESZ) 
1, 2 and 3. 

3. ESZ-1 being of high priority, almost all 
developmental activities (mining, thermal 
power plants etc) were restricted in it. 

4. Gadgil report recommended that “no new 
dams based on large-scale storage be 
permitted in Ecologically Sensitive Zone. 
Since both the Athirappilly of Kerala and 
Gundia of Karnataka hydel project sites 
fall in Ecologically Sensitive Zone 1, these 
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projects should not be accorded 
environmental clearance,” it said. 

5. The report specifies that the present 
system of governance of the environment 
should be changed. It asked for a bottom 
to top approach (right from Gram-sabhas) 
rather than a top to bottom approach. It 
also asked for decentralization and more 
powers to local authorities. 

6. The commission recommended 
constitution of a Western Ghats Ecology 
Authority (WGEA), as a statutory authority 
under the Ministry of Environment and 
Forests, with the powers under Section 3 
of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. 

Way Forward 
 Going forward, a path-breaking 

environmental movement in Kerala’s civil 

society is necessary with the new 
challenge of ecological sustainability 
arising, the government needs to assume 
accountability for the depletion of natural 
capital.  

 Land use in the State needs review at the 
level of the State government so as to 
check the expansion of concrete buildings 
on hill sides, alienation of agricultural 
land, and other such land use patterns 
which have a derogatory impact on the 
climate. 

 In addition to this, there is a need to 
institute a public review of the dams in 
Kerala and how they are operated, 
focussing in particular on how their 
operation may have affected the flooding 

 

Cause for Caution 
Why in News? 

 The estimates for the first quarter (April-
June) GDP growth are 8.2 per cent, quite a 
bit higher than the 7.5-7.7 range that many 
economists had predicted.  

Positive Aspects 
 One, private consumption seems to be 

very robust and that is good news for an 
economy that is dependent more on 
private consumption than on exports. 

 Two, gross fixed capital formation seems 
to be recovering steadily. Also, some of the 
growth in the GDP is led by job-creating 
sectors like construction and 
manufacturing. 

 Three. Agricultural GDP growth quickened 
as two successive years of good rains 
improved farm produce. Manufacturing 
and construction, both industries that 
were dealt a severe shock by 
demonetization, recovered, as the cash 
shortage moderated. Policy support, such 
as simplification of the Goods and Services 
Tax collection system can strengthen this 
revival. If nurtured, it can be employment-
positive. 

Key Concerns 
 The problem is that much of the last 

year’s GDP growth has been propped up 
by high government spending. And this 
dependency shows even in this quarter’s 
GDP numbers, where defence, 
administration and other such 
government spending component in the 
GDP growth remained high. 

 Another worry is that services growth 
remains subdued. Given the importance 
of services to our economy, the sector 
needs to fire up if the growth momentum 
needs to be sustained. 

 The present challenges include the 
depreciating rupee, rising bank bad loans, 
or non-performing assets (NPAs), a trade 
deficit that has shot up to a five-year high, 
and retail fuel prices that are inching up 
every day. 

Challenges Ahead 
 To sustain the 8%-plus growth rate 

beyond the first quarter, through the rest 
of the year, will require a far more pro-
active policy push than appears probable 
in an election year that is also fraught with 
global economic challenges and mounting 
macroeconomic pressures. 

 Ranging from rising international crude 
prices to the risk of inter-country trade 
wars, these are likely to keep the current 
account deficit — and therefore the rupee 
— under stress. A depreciating rupee will 
inflate retail fuel prices unless the Central 
and State governments cut the taxes on 
them. But tax cuts will increase the fiscal 
deficit. 

 The Reserve Bank of India can hike 
interest rates to arrest the rupee’s 
depreciation. But that will further increase 
the cost of borrowing, including the 
government’s debt. 

Way Forward 
 Reforms, by removing bottlenecks, can 

promote growth even in an environment 
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of rising macroeconomic vulnerability. 
Sustaining GDP growth at over 8% over 
the next few years would require 
significant traction in private investments 
and relentless implementation of reforms 
to raise productivity. An encouraging 

development is a slow but steady rise in 
private consumption spending growth. For 
private investments to pick up, a strong 
and sustained revival in household 
spending is critical 

 

Clemency question: The Rajiv Gandhi assassination case 
Why in News? 

 The Tamil Nadu government has decided 
to invoke the Governor’s clemency power 
under Article 161 of the Constitution in 
the Rajiv Gandhi assassination case. 

Background 
 The earlier attempt in 2014 to remit the 

sentences under the provisions of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure was stayed by 
the Supreme Court, which ultimately held 
that the Centre had primacy in according 
remission to life convicts in a case that 
involves consultation between the Centre 
and the State.  

 The Centre formally declined to concur 
with the State’s proposal in April 2018, 
saying it would “set a very dangerous 
precedent and lead to international 
ramifications”. 

Implications of the Move 
 When lifelong imprisonment is regarded 

as a humane alternative to capital 
punishment, releasing life convicts may 
only strengthen the demand for the 
imposition of the death penalty — which 
would be retrograde. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS: - 
Pardoning power of the President: Article 72 

(1)  The President shall have the power to 
grant pardons, reprieves, respites or 
remissions of punishment or to suspend, 
remit or commute the sentence of any 
person convicted of any offence - 

a) in all cases where the punishment or 
sentence is by a Court Martial; 

b) in all cases where the punishment or 
sentence is for an offence against any law 
relating to a matter to which the executive 
power of the Union extends; 

c) in all cases where the sentence is a 
sentence of death. 

d) Thus, Article 72 empowers the President 
to grant pardons etc. and to suspend, remit 
or commute sentences in certain cases. 

Pardoning Power of the Governor: Article 161 
a) The Governor of a State shall have the 

power to grant pardons, reprieves, 
respites or remissions of punishment or to 
suspend, remit or commute the sentence 
of any person convicted of any offence 
against any law relating to a matter to 
which the executive power of the State 
extends. 

Judicial Review 
 There is no doubt that the sovereign 

clemency power vested in the President 
and the Governor is quite wide, but the 
Supreme Court has in the past cautioned 
against its use for political considerations. 

 In a landmark judgment Epuru Sudhakar & 
Anr vs Govt. Of A.P. & Ors, it was held by 
the Supreme Court that it is a well-set 
principle that a limited judicial review of 
the exercise of clemency powers is 
available to the Supreme Court and High 
Courts. Granting of clemency by the 
President or Governor can be challenged 
on the following grounds: 

1. The order has been passed without 
application of mind. 

2. The order is mala fide. 
3. The order has been passed on 

extraneous or wholly irrelevant 
considerations. 

4. Relevant material has been kept 
out of consideration. 

5. The order suffers from 
arbitrariness. 

 Now, it is a well-settled principle that 
power under Articles 72 and 161 is subject 
to judicial review. 

 

Drawing a curtain on the past 
Why in news? 

 The Supreme Court in the Navtej Singh 
Johar v. Union of India judgment struck 
down Section 377 of the Indian Penal 
Code, insofar as it criminalizes 

homosexuality, but it has also recognised 
the Constitution’s enormous and 
extraordinary transformative power. 

What is Section 377? 
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 Section 377 punishes with imprisonment 
for life or for a term of up to 10 years any 
person who voluntarily has “carnal 
intercourse against the order of nature 
with any man, woman or animal”. Over the 
years, the term, “against the order of 
nature”, has been used to persecute 
members of the LGBTQ community, 
treating any non-procreative sexual act by 
them as acts of crime. 

Landmark Judgements 
 In July 2009, the Delhi High Court, in a 

judgment delivered by a bench comprising 
Chief Justice A.P. Shah and Justice S. 
Muralidhar, declared Section 377, as 
Unconstitutional, On the grounds that it 
went against not only Articles 14, 15, 19 
and 21 — but also what the judgment 
described as “constitutional morality”. 

 In the Koushal Case, the SC overturned the 
High Court verdict and recriminalized 
homosexuality, on the grounds that the 
LGBT community constitutes only a 

“minuscule fraction” of the country’s 
population. 

Transformative Constitution 
 The logic of Navtej Singh Johar is anchored 

within the concept of “a transformative 
Constitution”. The purpose of having a 
constitution is to transform society” to 
“embrace therein” the “ideals of justice, 
liberty, equality and fraternity”. The 
mandate to transform society in allegiance 
to the Constitution is a task vested in the 
state, the judiciary and the citizen. 

Way Forward 
 The implications of a transformative 

Constitution are wide-ranging. The court 
has already reserved its judgment in a 
number of cases that will tell us how it 
intends on applying this theory. Its 
decision in cases concerning the entry of 
women into the Sabarimala temple, on the 
practice of female genital mutilation of 
minor girls in the Dawoodi Bohra 
community, on the validity of the Indian 
Penal Code’s adultery law, will all prove 
telling. 

 

Sage advice: on Raghuram Rajan’s suggestions 
Why in News? 

 Former RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan, in 
his note to Parliament’s Estimates 
Committee on bank non-performing assets 
(NPAs), Mr Rajan has flagged major 
sources of potential trouble. 

What are NPAs?  
 NPA indicates the amount of loan that was 

not returned by the customer. An asset 
becomes non-performing when it ceases 
to generate income for the bank. As per 
the current norm, if a loan is overdue 
during the last 90 days, it will be 
categorized as a Non-Performing Asset 
(NPA). 

 As per RBI’s Annual Report 2017-18, gross 
non-performing assets (GNPAs) plus 
restructured standard advances in the 
banking system remained elevated at 12.1 
percent of gross advances at end-March 
2018. 

Steps Taken 
 The Reserve Bank’s revised prompt 

corrective action (PCA) framework 
became effective in April 2017. “Eleven 
PSBs placed under this framework so far 
have been restricted in their operations 
and subjected to remedial action plan so 

as to prevent further capital erosion,” it 
said. 

 In order to curb NPAs, RBI also put in 
place revised and harmonised guidelines 
for resolution of stressed assets during the 
year, replacing earlier schemes like 
Sustainable Structuring of Stressed Assets 
(S4A scheme), Strategic Debt 
Restructuring scheme (SDR), Corporate 
Debt Restructuring (CDR) scheme and 
Joint Lenders’ Forum (JLF). 

 A Parliamentary committee has also 
recently questioned RBI for failing to take 
promptive action in checking bad loans in 
the banking system prior to the Asset 
Quality Review undertaken in December 
2015. 

Key Issues 
 Former RBI Governor, Flagged the 

following three issues - 
1. Mudra credit, which is basically small-

ticket loans granted to micro and small 
enterprises. These loans have been 
sanctioned under the Pradhan Mantri 
Mudra Yojana, which aims to ‘fund the 
unfunded’  

2. Lending to farmers through Kisan Credit 
Cards. 
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3. Contingent liabilities under the Credit 
Guarantee Scheme for MSMEs, run by the 
Small Industries Development Bank of 
India. 

Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana 
 It is a scheme launched by the Union 

Government for providing loans up to Rs. 
10 lakhs to the non-corporate, non-farm 
small/micro enterprises. Under PMMY, all 
banks viz. Public Sector banks, Private 
Sector Banks, Regional Rural Banks 
(RRBs), State Co-operative Banks, Urban 
Co-operative Banks, Foreign Banks and 
Non-Banking Finance Companies 
(NBFCs)/Micro Finance Institutions 
(MFIs) - are required to lend to non-farm 
sector income generating activities below 
Rs.10 lakh. These loans are classified as 
MUDRA loans under PMMY. 

Kisan Credit Card 
 It is a credit delivery innovation for 

providing adequate and timely cred it to 
farmers under a single window. Kisan 
Credit Card (KCC) Scheme enables the 
farmers to purchase agricultural inputs 
such as seeds, fertilizers, pesticides, etc. 
and to draw cash to satisfy their 
consumption needs has since been 
simplified and converted into an ATM 
enabled debit card. 

Major Concern 
 The Loans given under PMMY are small 

loans up to ₹10 lakh each, with the 
borrowers mostly from the informal 

sector, banks have to monitor them very 
closely.  

 It is debatable whether banks have the 
resources and manpower to do this when 
they are chasing the bigger borrowers for 
business and, increasingly these days, 
recoveries. The risk is that these small-
ticket loans will drop under the radar and 
build into a large credit issue in course of 
time.  

 The same logic holds true for crop loans 
made through Kisan Credit Cards. 

Way Forward 
 Recognition is the first step in a clean-up, 

and unless banks are cleaned of their non-
performing loans, they cannot make fresh 
loans. The Central government should also 
take note of some forward-looking 
statements that Mr Rajan has made on the 
governance of banks.  

 Among his suggestions to avert a 
recurrence of the current mess are- 

o Professionalising bank boards with 
appointments done by an 
independent Banks Board Bureau 

o Inducting talent from outside 
banks to make up for the deficit 
within 

o Revising compensation structures 
to attract the best talent, and 

o Ensuring that banks are not left 
without a leader at the top. 

 

An Education that is in Sync 
 All India Survey on Higher Education 

published in July, 2018 reveals an increase 
in the gross enrolment ratio (GER).It has 
increased from 10% in 2004-05 to 25.8% 
in 2017-18. This data led to opening up of 
debates on the quality and reforms needed 
in the Higher education domain. 

GER 
 The number of students enrolled in a given 

level of education, regardless of age, 
expressed as a percentage of the official 
school-age population corresponding to 
the same level of education. In India, GER 
in Higher education is calculated for 18-23 
years of age group whereas international 
limit is 18-22 years. 

 Total enrolment in higher education, 
regardless of age, expressed as a 
percentage to the eligible official 
population (18-23 years) in a given school 

year. Is widely used to show the general 
level of participation in and capacity of 
higher education.  

What does the Data Reflects? 
● Higher education in India has grown 

exponentially in recent years. GER for 
higher education in India stands at 30% 
for the year 2017-18.This is lower than the 
developed countries, but still the growth 
rate is impressive. 

 Instead of debating over the autonomy 
and governance issues of the HEIs, the 
content of higher education in HEIs should 
be focussed. 

Radhakrishnan Committee 
 A committee set up under Dr. S. 

Radhakrishnan, after Independence. It 
comprised of educationists from India, the 
U.K. and the U.S. It was to report on – 

a) The Indian University Education (IUE) 
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b) Suggest improvements and extensions on 
IUE 

 Suggestions may be desirable to suit 
present and future requirements of the 
country. Its report filed after its 
deliberations is known as ‘Radhakrishnan 
Committee Report’. 

RadhaKrishnan Committee Report (RCR) 
 It recommended a well-balanced 

education with ‘general’, ‘liberal’ and 
‘occupational’ components. It emphasized 
the importance of a multi-disciplinary 
education system. Without all-round 
education, one could not be expected to 
play roles expected of a citizen outside 
one’s immediate professional sphere. 

 Communication skills are essential and 
thus the study of ‘Languages’ should be 
given importance. It is most important tool 
to connect to the outside world. 

Importance of General Education 
 The RCR drew inspiration from the 

emphasis on general education in 
Universities in the U.S. The development of 
general ability for independent thinking 
and judgement should always be placed 
foremost. 

 Mastering fundamentals of a subject and 
the ability to think and work 
independently will help a person perform 
better. The above are cited from a lecture 
by Einstein in 1931. 

The U.S. Example 
 The National Academies Press (NAP) of 

the U.S. published the report, “The 
Integration of the Humanities and Arts 
with Sciences, Engineering and Medicine 
in Higher Education: Branches from the 
Same Tree”. 

 The NAP represents the national 
academies of sciences, engineering and 
medicine of the U.S. The report states, that 
the purpose of higher education is to 
prepare graduates for work and life, as 
well as active and engaged citizenship. 

 These can be achieved only through the 
acquisition of multi-disciplinary skills and 
knowledge such as – 

a) Specialisation in profession 
b) Communication skills 
c) Ability to work as a team 
d) Ethical decision making 
e) Critical thinking 
f) Ability to apply knowledge in real 

world settings 
Drawing the Parallel 

 Both RCR and NAP report highlights the 
importance to the integration of Sciences, 
Technology, Engineering, Mathematics 
(STEM) and Medicine and Humanities in 
University. The RCR talked about including 
general education as an essential element. 

 The NAP report advocates integrating the 
teaching of humanities in STEM. Surveys 
show that graduates with more than just 
technical capabilities or in-depth 
knowledge in a particular subject are 
preferred by employers. 

 It shows that certain educational 
experiences that integrate arts and 
humanities with STEM at the 
undergraduate level are associated with -   
a) Increased critical thinking abilities 
b) Higher order thinking and deeper 

learning 
c) Content mastery 
d) Creative problem solving 
e) Teamwork and communication skills 

Why is Inter-disciplinary Education Needed? 
 The NAP report acknowledges that 

disciplinary specialisation has resulted in 
many developments. Problems in real-life 
settings are inter-disciplinary and require 
an integrated approach. 

 Best examples are the ongoing issues of 
rising demand for energy and continuing 
advances in technology. Rising energy 
demand presses the need for continued 
availability of eco-friendly energy sources. 
With technical advances every day, 
concerns over privacy, mechanisation of 
labour affecting employment, etc. 
increases. 

 Professionals should study the impact of 
innovation in a holistic manner. These 
issues cannot be addressed by narrow 
specialists and only professionals trained 
in multi-disciplinary domain can help. 

Indian Scenario 
 HEIs are not yet integrated and most of 

them are autonomous. Regarding 
inclusion of elements of general education 
in the curriculum for undergraduates 
(UG), the picture is a mixed one. Several 
Engineering, and science education and 
research institutes have embedded 
general education programmes at the UG 
level, but missing at university-affiliated 
science colleges. 

 Institutions to cater to a single stream of 
education are higher than integrated one. 
This makes impossible even an informal 
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interaction between students and faculty 
with different specialisations. 

Way Forward 
 The focus of undergraduate education 

should be on classical disciplines, with 
enough credits for general education. 
Focus on specialisation can wait until the 
post graduate level in the universities. 

 There should evolve a culture in the 
education system, where each domain of 
the education like general education and 
specialisation courses should understand 
the importance of each other. Only such an 
inter-disciplinary understanding could 
help in addressing the problems of the 
present and the future. 

 
 

Dam disclosures: on the Kerala floods 
Why in News? 

 The people of Kerala have braved the 
worst calamity since the great flood of 
1924. The deluge in Kerala was made 
worse by inefficient management of 34 
dams.  

What is the Issue? 
 The Kerala government has firmly stated 

that incessant rainfall in August is what 
caused the floods. This is in contrast to the 
affidavit filed in the Supreme Court by the 
Chief Secretary of Kerala, which cited the 
water released from a dam as the major 
cause of the floods.  

 While there was a considerable deviation 
in rainfall in August, it is unacceptable to 
put the onus only on that. In fact, 
according to the India Meteorological 
Department study, the rainfall in August 
was only the sixth highest in the past 143 
years (1875-2017) in Kerala. 

Management of Dams 
 The operation and maintenance of dams is 

governed by the guidelines of the Central 
Water Commission and water 
management protocols. The safety, 
precautions and evacuation measures to 
be followed while declaring different 
alerts (blue, orange, red) are clearly 
mentioned in these guidelines.  

 The guidelines state that the reservoir 
control schedule, release procedure and 
gate operation procedure have to be done 
only after assessing the potential impact of 
the procedures. 

Mismanagement of Dams in Kerala 
 Kerala has 39 major dams. Their 

maintenance is shared between the Kerala 
State Electricity Board (KSEB) and the 
Water Resources Department. They had all 
reached their full reservoir level by July-
end, and were thus incapable of containing 
the water flow from torrential rainfall in 
August.  

 This forced the State government to open 
the gates of 34 major dams, thereby 
submerging all the major towns 
downstream. 

 Periyar system were filled to the brim 
starting August. This caused the Periyar to 
overflow all through its course. 

 The State government also failed 
miserably in coordinating with the Tamil 
Nadu government on the release of water 
from Upper Sholayar, which form a part of 
the Chalakudy river system, which 
consists of the Tamil Nadu Sholayar, 
Lower Sholayar draining into the 
Peringalkuthu dam. 

 The State government and the KSEB 
opened 34 of the 39 major dams 
simultaneously. Controlled release from 
these dams would have reduced the 
gravity of the calamity. 

Way Forward 
 The change in topography due to human 

interventions and climate change have 
contributed to the sporadic and excess 
rainfall. The proliferation of illegal stone-
quarrying activity has been a major reason 
for widespread landslides.  

 The decision of the incumbent government 
to reduce the boundary of a quarry from 
residential buildings to 50 metres has 
facilitated the mushrooming of the stone 
quarrying mafia and needs to be repealed 
at the earliest. 

 The disaster management system has 
failed to predict disasters and plan the 
process of evacuation. This system needs 
to be revamped by roping in experts from 
different areas. 

 The State government must also order a 
judicial inquiry into the gross 
mismanagement of dams in the State. 

 With environmental experts and scientists 
suggesting that floods of this nature would 
no longer be a once-in-a-lifetime 
phenomenon, it is imperative to 
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understand the real cause of the calamity and plug the gaps at the earliest. 
 

Rajiv Gandhi Assassination: The Seven Convicts have suffered Enough 
Introduction 

 The State Government of India can 
recommend to the Governor of the state to 
grant pardon, remit and commute the 
sentence of convicts in certain cases. This 
power of pardoning to the Governor of the 
states and the President of India is 
accorded by the Constitution of India. 

Why in News? 
 The Supreme Court (SC) asked the 

Governor of Tamil Nadu to consider the 
mercy petition of A.G. Perarivalan, one of 
the seven convicts in the Rajiv Gandhi 
Assassination case. Previously, following 
the order of the SC in the mercy petition 
by the convict, the Tamil Nadu 
Government has recommended to the 
Governor to pardon and release all the 
seven. 

 The delay in the pardoning and release of 
the convicts raised doubts in the mind of 
people in the future action of the Governor 
regarding them. 

Article 161 
 The constitution under this act provides 

the Governor the power to grant pardons, 
reprieves, respites and remission of 
punishment or suspend, remit and 
commute the sentence of any person 
convicted of any offence. 

 The offence shall be against any law 
relating to a matter to which the executive 
power of the state extends. The governor 
cannot pardon death sentence and pardon 
sentences inflicted by court martial. 

Who has Discretion? 
 India exercises a system of parliamentary 

democracy, borrowed from the U.K.  The 
Governor is much like the King of the U.K., 
a constitutional head. The constitution 
apart from certain discretionary rights, 
directs the Governor to act on the advice 
of the Council of Ministers. 

 Article 161 of the Constitution dealing 
with the pardoning powers of the 
Governor also directs him to act on the 
advice of the Council of ministers and not 
in his own discretion. This binding of 
Governor on the advice of Council of 
Minsters was introduced by the 42nd 
Constitutional Amendment Act. 

 But even before the amendment and after 
it, the SC issued the same direction in 
some cases. 

Baseless Fear 
 There lie apprehensions on the basis of the 

SC judgement in Union of India v. V. 
Sriharan alias Murugan (2015). A careful 
reading of the judgement reveals that the 
decision by the state government in 
releasing the death convicts should follow 
Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC). 

 Under section 345(1) of the CrPC, 
Statutory powers of the State Government 
to grant remission of a sentence in a case 
investigated by Central Bureau of 
Investigation should be after consulting 
Central Government. 

 The SC interpreted this ‘consulting’ 
mechanism to the meaning of 
‘concurrence’. The judgement has nothing 
to alter the pardoning power of Governor 
under article 161. The constitutional 
power to grant pardon will not be affected 
unless the concurrence of the central 
government is obtained by the state 
government. 

Judicial Review 
 Judicial Review is the Power of High Court 

and Supreme Court to strike down a law 
which is inconsistent with the 
Constitution. The Governor’s act of 
granting pardon may be struck down by 
the Court, if it is arbitrary or malafide. 

 This has been upheld in Maru Ram’s case 
v. Union of India and many other 
subsequent judgements of the SC. This is 
another baseless apprehension as the 
Governor in Rajiv Gandhi assassination 
case was asked to grant pardon on the 
recommendation of the State government 
of Tamil Nadu. 

 The question of Malafide or arbitrary does 
not comes in to the picture in this case. 

Time to Think 
 In Maru Ram’s case, the Court had 

observed that the consideration for 
exercise of power under Articles 72 and 
161 may be infinite and their occasion as 
ever-changing. The convicts have spent 
almost 27 years under such myriad 
considerations and suffered enough. 

 Humanity believes in justice and justice 
should be tempered with mercy. 
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Conclusion 
 The Governor has a constitutional 

obligation to act in the direction of the 
recommendation of the Council of 

Ministers. Instead of gaining political 
traction, the Governor must now act 
quickly and pardon and release the seven 
convicts without much delay. 

 

Prison of Patriarchy 
Why in News? 

 India’s female workforce participation is 
among the lowest in the world. 

Background 
 The cultural baggage about women 

working outside the home is so strong that 
in most traditional Indian families, 
quitting work is a necessary precondition 
to the wedding itself. 

 Also, this phenomenon is far more 
significant in higher income 
demographics, implying that the richer the 
family is, the lower the chances they allow 
women to pursue a career. In low-income 
families, economic pressure sometimes 
trumps social stigma.  

 Childbirth and taking care of elderly 
parents or in-laws account for the 
subsequent points where women drop off 
the employment pipeline. 

Labour Force Participation 
 The Labour Force Participation Rate for 

Women Is One of the Lowest in the World, 
The Economic Survey 2017-18 revealed 
that women comprise only 24% of the 
Indian workforce.  

 In fact, as India grows economically, the 
number of women in workplaces is 
declining steadily. This, even though the 
enrolment of girls in higher education 
courses is growing steadily — to 46% in 
2014 from 39% in 2007. 

 On the macroeconomic level, this suggests 
that we’re giving up on a 27% boost to the 
country’s GDP. 

Limited Role for Women 
 A growing body of research on this issue 

points to three key factors that have 
limited the role of women in the Indian 
economy: 
i) The role of entrenched gender norms in 

our society,  
ii) The rising incomes of men (which 

raises family income and makes it 
easier for women to quit working), and  

iii)The lack of quality jobs for women. 
Way Forward 

 Women's participation in the Labour 
Force is an important issue for India’s 
economic development as India is now in 
the phase of “demographic dividend”, 
where the share of working-age people is 
particularly high, which can propel per 
capita growth rates through labour force 
participation, savings, and investment 
effects.  

 But if women largely stay out of the labour 
force, this effect will be much weaker and 
India could run up labour shortages in key 
sectors of the economy.  

 Also, there is a wealth of evidence 
suggesting that employed women have 
greater bargaining power with positive 
repercussions on their own well-being and 
that of their families 

 

Power games: on issues in the power sector 
Why in News? 

 The Supreme Court has ordered a stay on 
the Reserve Bank of India’s February 12 
circular asking banks to recognise loans as 
non-performing even if repayment was 
delayed by just one day, and resolve them 
within 180 days.  

Background 
 The troubles of power companies can be 

traced to structural issues such as the 
absence of meaningful price reforms, 
unreliable fuel supply and the 
unsustainable finances of public sector 
power distribution companies.  

 At the same time banks are also unlikely to 
make much money out of these stressed 
assets until these structural problems are 
sorted adequately to attract investors. 

RBI's Circular 
 In February, the RBI scrapped all the past 

restructuring mechanisms such as 
Corporate Debt Restructuring and 
Strategic Debt Restructuring (SDR). It said 
if a borrower delays in payment for even 
one day, this should be seen as a stress 
and lenders should begin resolution of the 
stressed assets.  

 The new rule mandates lenders to initiate 
insolvency resolution under the 
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Bankruptcy Code if a borrower fails to pay 
even at the end of the 180 days of first 
default.  

Why did RBI come with one day default rule?  
 First, to compel lenders identify stress in 

loan account without delay for borrowers 
facing inability to repay.  Second, to 
encourage prompt repayment of loans and 
to stop instances of deliberate delay in 
repayment by some borrowers despite 
their having the ability to pay by due date.  

 Third, the RBI wants the system to 
penalise the defaulter by way of rating 
downgrade, which would, in turn, increase 
the cost of fresh borrowing or raising 
capital.  

Criticism 
 The apex court’s decision to overturn RBI 

rules and transfer all pleas seeking 
exception from them to it is clearly the 
biggest challenge against the IBC yet. It is 
likely to cause significant uncertainty in 
the resolution of stressed assets and 

undermine investor confidence in the 
bankruptcy process. 

 The postponement of the Supreme Court’s 
next hearing of the case will send the 
signal that in contrast to hopes that asset 
resolution under the new bankruptcy 
regime would be done within a strict time 
frame, there are likely to be considerable 
delays in the resolution of stressed assets.  

Way Forward 

 Policymakers, not courts, need to take 
charge and resolve these issues. That said, 
the current insolvency resolution process 
is not without its flaws.  

 According to a report released by the 
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India 
earlier this month, lenders could 
realistically expect to recover less than a 
tenth of their dues if stressed assets are to 
be liquidated. This could be attributed to 
the IBC’s overemphasis on the speedy 
resolution of bad loans over the recovery 
of maximum value from stressed assets. 

 
The Supreme Court Has Transformed 
Introduction 

 A long drawn battle of a section of people 
in India came to an end following the 
Supreme Court (SC) judgement in the 
Navtej Johar case. It decriminalised 
homosexuality in India, and more 
importantly safeguarded the identity of 
the transgender community. 

Why such Celebration? 
 Section 377 which apart from 

criminalising homosexuality in India, was 
disproportionately used against the 
transgender persons. The first death knell 
began with the recognition of the right to 
gender identity in 2014. 

 From then, there is no stopping for the 
members of the LGBT community to reach 
this stage of asserting their rights to live 
with dignity and decorum. Some attention 
has to be paid to the long road the 
community had travelled to achieve the 
milestone. 

A Huge Setback 
 It was in 2013, the SC passed the 

judgement in Suresh Kumar Koushal vs. 
Naz Foundation. It reinstated Section 377 
of the Indian Penal Code, which was 
considered to be in violation to the 
Constitution by Delhi High Court 

judgement in Naz Foundation vs. National 
capital territory of Delhi. 

 This was a serious setback to the LGBTQ 
community which was at a nascent stage 
then. Despite the setback, the community 
was growing strong with movements 
asserting their rights. 

Minority among the Minorities 
 Transgender persons continued to be the 

most marginalised and vulnerable group 
within the community. They were 
routinely arrested by the police, sexually 
abused by anti-social elements. On the 
streets forced into begging and sex work, 
they also had to bear the threat of 
criminals. 

‘The Third Gender’ Identity 
 In 2014, a 2-judge bench passed a 

judgement holding that transgender 
persons have the constitutional right to 
self-identify their gender as male, female 
or transgender. This can be done even 
without medical re-assignment. 

 This famous NALSA vs. Union of India case 
thus created a ‘third gender’ for 
transgender community. The SC held that 
the right to life, dignity and autonomy 
would include the right to one’s gender 
identity and sexual orientation. 

Infusion of Hope 
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 With the NALSA judgement, the LGBTQ 
community gained confidence and more 
and more petitions were filed to fight 
against Section 377. In 2016, two fresh 
petitions were filed under Article 32 of 
the Constitution. One was by Navtej Johar 
and another by three transgender 
activists. 

 Both the petition urged the SC to reassess 
the constitutionality of Section 377 of IPC. 
With this, the voice of the transgender 
reached the SC for the first time. 

Right to Privacy 
 The next big leap of the LGBTQ community 

happened with the SC judgement in 
Puttaswamy vs. Union of India case. The 
SC said that there is a constitutional right 
to privacy inherent in the right to life, 
equality and fundamental freedoms. 

 Simply, right to privacy falls under the 
fundamental right to life, equality and 
dignity. Thus it includes the right to have 
intimate relations of one’s choice and the 
right to sexual orientation and gender 
identity. It further stated upholding of 
Section 377 in the Koushal judgement was 
incorrect. 

Final Death Knell 
 After Puttaswamy, more petitions and 

interventions were filed against Section 
377 of the IPC. Finally, the SC, in a five-
judge bench led by the Chief Justice of 
India, delivered the historic judgement in 
Navtej Johar v. Union of India case. 

 It unanimously held that Section 377 was 
unconstitutional to the extent that it 
criminalises consensual relationships of 
any kind between adults. It legalised 
homosexuality in India and any other type 
of consensual relationship between them. 

 It asserted the constitutional and 
fundamental rights, and full and equal 

citizenship despite their sexual orientation 
or identity. 

Different Minorities 
 Article 15 of the Indian Constitution 

prohibits the state from discriminating 
any citizen on the grounds of any religion, 
race, caste, sex or place of birth. The SC 
judgement in the NALSA elaborated this 
Article of the Constitution. 

 It held that, ‘sex’ under Articles 15 
includes discrimination on the ground of 
gender identity. Further, it stated that 
discrimination on the grounds of ‘sex’ 
would also include discrimination due to 
sexual orientation or stereotypes. 

 So, being gender non-conforming or not 
adhering to society’s ‘norm’ of gender 
roles should not be a ground for 
discrimination. This is one of the main 
reasons for violence against the 
transgender community. 

Wider in Approach 
 Apart from transgender, the inclusion of 

discrimination on the ground of sex 
stereotyping was wider than expected. Not 
just the LGBTQ community, but it also 
includes women. 

 The Navtej Johar judgement has far 
reaching implications, with more and 
more rights are available to the minority 
and socially excluded community. 

Way Forward 
 The Court has gone far beyond the anti-

sodomy judgements from around the 
world that were referred to it. The twin 
aspects of gender identity and sexual 
orientation are recognised by the Court. 

 By doing this, the voices of the most 
vulnerable sexual minorities within the 
LGBTQ community will be heard through 
and their rights will be protected. 
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RSTV Corner 
 

SCIENCE MONITOR 
REMOTE SENSING POLLUTION MONITORING 
SYSTEM 
AIR POLLUTION-A MAJOR THREAT 

 The report from lancent Commission on 
Pollution and Health, attributed to air 
pollution an estimated 6.5 million 
premature deaths globally, with 1.1 
million being from India. 

 The world health organisation (WHO), has 
pointed out the poor monitoring programs 
that has been followed in India. 

 With air pollution being one of the major 
reasons for premature death, emissions 
from large sector of vehicles play a major 
role in outdoor air pollution in India. 

PUC TEST 
 The present model for checking the 

Pollution Under Control (PUC) of a vehicle 
is said to done by inserting the nozzle pipe 
in the exhaust system of the vehicles and 
PUC certificates will be issued to the 
vehicles. 

 95% of vehicles in the National Capital 
Region have passed the PUC test, which 
gives a doubt in the credibility of the test 
with high pollution around the NCR. 

 Need for physical presence of the vehicle 
and failure of continuous monitoring 
system has been the drawbacks of the 
present model. 

REMOTE SENSING MODEL 
 In the newly developed model by 

ENVIRONMENT POLLUTION CONTROL 
AUTHOURITY(EPAC), A detector, source 
and video camera is said to be used. 

 It is used to detect the levels of NITRIC 
OXIDE, HYDROCARBONS AND CARBON 
MONOOXIDE from the vehicles that are 
passing through the source. 

 The video camera records the vehicle 
number and notices are said to be issued 
to non-compatible vehicles. 

 Remote sensing technology can be used to 
identify vehicles which are not up to 
emission standards and identify clear 
vehicles that can be exempted from 
further notices. 

 Kolkata has been using this from 2009 and 
successfully using it as monitoring 
mechanism. 

WAY FORWARD 

 With no need for presence of vehicles and 
presence of continuous monitoring of 
vehicles this method is evolved as a great 
lead for proper pollution monitoring 
system in the country. 

 With Supreme court recommending the 
Delhi government to implement remote 
sensing pollution monitoring system, all 
other states should take necessary steps to 
implement this system as soon as possible 
for better and uniform management of 
pollution control throughout the country. 

 

CIF Test KIT 
Why in news? 

 In June, the Kerala government found 
9500 kg of formaldehyde-laced fish being 
transported into the State.  

 Several other states such as Tamil Nadu, 
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka has also 
captured fishes with formaldehyde 
content. 

 This has creates a massive health scare 
around different states and Goa has 
banned the import of fish from other 
states. 

Is formaldehyde really a concern? 
 Formalin is a form of hydrated 

formaldehyde, which is used as a 
preservative in museums. 

 Its consumption may lead to asthma, 
muscular weakness, heart problems etc. It 
is identified as a potential carcinogen by 
WHO. 

 Some amount of formalin is naturally 
formed while fish is transported with ice, 
but these are usually bound with tissues 
and not a risk. 

 Contrastingly, if fish is laced externally 
with formalin (to prolong shelf-life), it 
remains free and can cause serious health 
issue to the consumers. 

CIFTest KIT 
 

 Kochi-based “Central Institute of 
Fisheries Technology” (CIFT) had 
developed a detection kit for easy 
detection of formalin called as CIFTest kit. 

 The strips in the kit is wiped on the body 
of the fish and then dipped in a reagent 
solution, if the strip turns in blue colour it 
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confirms the addition of formalin to the 
fish. 

 Each kit consists of 40 such strips and 
costs only Rs 3.50 which can be affordable 
to the common man to test the safety of 
the fishes. 

Way forward 
 Simple measures such as thoroughly 

washing the fish and cooking at about 75°c 
might help to a considerable extent. 
Regular inspections, testing and seizures 
form the markets would help in reducing 
this malpractice. 

 Absence of stringent laws and lack of 
warehousing facility for bulk storage of 
fish are also additional reasons for 
addition of formalin. Kerala government 
has been carrying out a storm of raids 
under its fish safety and hygiene campaign 
“Operation Sagar Rani” 

 

Tracking natural process 
What is a natural process? 

 A natural process is a combination of 
biological and technical process which 
happens in high speed that could not be 
tracked by the normal camera. 

 For e.g. photosynthesis, DNA interaction, 
travelling of sunlight etc are some of the 
natural processes that happens at a rapid 
speed. Understanding the complex 
molecular system and reactions has been 
difficult, since the speed of the process is 
said to be at a rate of 1/1000th second. 

A new development  
 Indian scientists had formulated a new 

model for tracking the molecules using the 
ATTOSECOND LASER. 

 Laser is an acronym for Light 
Amplification by Stimulated Emission of 
Radiation. It is highly coherent, 
unidirectional beam of perfectly 
monochromatic light. It has greater energy 
than the normal light. 

  Using this laser pulse, researchers can 
now observe in high detail how electrons 
movement within molecule and fully 
understand dynamics during chemical 
reactions. 

 It helps to capture the changes in the 
molecular level and gives the photographs 
of the constituent matter. 

WAY FORWARD 
 Using this technology, we can easily study 

the nature of superconductors, which 
provides zero resistance to electricity. This 
can be used to track different type of 
molecules which are responsible for 
diseases can be used to find appropriate 
drugs to treat them. 

 It can contribute development of more 
efficient solar cells by observing the 
process of excitation through sunlight up 
to the generation of electricity. Using this 
laser pulse, chemical reactions can also be 
directly manipulated by altering course of 
reaction. 

SCICONNECT-2018 
 “Sci-Connect” Connecting Science with 

Young Talents with science: is a program 
initiated by the Vigyan Prasar especially 
for children in North-Eastern States of 
India, i.e., Assam, Mizoram, Nagaland, 
Tripura, Manipur, Sikkim, Meghalaya and 
Arunachal Pradesh. 

 Vigyan Prasar (VP) is an autonomous 
organisation under Department of 
Science and Technology. Objectives of VP 
are to take up large-scale science 
popularization tasks/activities, to promote 
and propagate scientific and rational 
outlook, 

 The main objective of the program is to 
sensitise young children in upper primary 
to secondary levels about science in daily 
life. This is to help them practice the 
method of science from their childhood.  

 The programme will also help children in 
remote areas to showcase their talents and 
innovative ideas.

  
 

THE PULSE: Child abuse and prevention 
What is child abuse? 

 Child abuse is physical, sexual 
or psychological ill-treatment or of a child 
by a known or unknown person. 

 There are different types of child abuses 
around the world, but most prominent one 
that affects large sector of children is the 

sexual abuse. The mental harassment of 
the children has now being taken large 
part in this phenomenon. 

A shocking data 
 According to the NCRB data, a total of 

106,958 cases of crimes against children 
were reported across the country in 
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2016. With a whopping 82% of increase 
in crimes than the preceding year. 

 The rate of crimes against children was 
the highest in Delhi at 146, followed by 
Chhattisgarh (47.2) and Madhya Pradesh 
(45.7). Comparatively, the all-India rate 
for such crimes stands at 24. 

 Delhi, Mumbai, Bangalore accounted for 
more than 60% of all cases against 
children as recorded in metropolitan 
cities. 

 It must be noted that the NCRB figures 
merely reflect the number of crimes 
registered by the police. These may or may 
not reflect the actual situation on the 
ground. 

Steps taken by government 
 India ratified United Nation Convention 

of Rights of Children (UNCRC) in the 
year 1992, where our nation moved from 
need based to right based approach. 

 The Protection of Children from Sexual 
Offenses (POCSO) Act was formulated in 
the year 2012 which gave a brief 
framework to define the sexual crimes 
against children. 

 The juvenile Justice Act 2000 dealt with 
two categories of children that are ‘child in 
conflict with law’ and ‘child in need of care 
and protection’. 

 Child labour (prohibition and 
regulation) amendment act, 2016 
curbed child labour activities across the 
country to a large extent. 

 A 24*7 helpline for child welfare “1098” 
was created at the national level. 

Child pornography-a new threat 
 Out of the total internet space, 34% of the 

data are related to child pornography, 
which shows the seriousness of the issue. 

 Easy access to this content has been a 
major reason for the large part of child 
abuse. 

 Parameters regarding pornography has to 
be decided as 19 (1)(a) of the Constitution 
is not “absolute” and is subject to 

reasonable restrictions. Supreme Court 
has asked the Centre to seek advice from 
the experts on banning of websites dealing 
with adult and child pornography. 

 Agencies like Interpol & CBI are taking 
necessary steps to block sites related to 
child pornography. 

 Country’s first ever hotline to curb sexual 
abuse of children through Internet & to 
remove child pornographic content online 
called AARAMBH INITIATIVE has been 
taken up by the government  

Parent’s responsibility 
 Building a great level of trust and 

confidence between parents and children 
is the major solution for this issue. 

 Parents need to be made aware of the 
nature of risks and encouraged to improve 
their understanding of young people’s 
online activities. Explanation to the 
children about good and bad touch can be 
vital lesson to them. 

 Proper surveillance of their activities and 
nature of their peer groups is the need of 
the hour. 

Way forward 
 Building capacity among professionals 

who work with children to alert them to 
the risks children face and teach them how 
to recognize warning signs and symptoms. 

 Child Welfare Committees (CWCs) 
should be set up in each district of the 
country. 

 An all India SCHOOL SAFETY 
GUIDELINES must be framed for the 
welfare of the students. 

 Since it is a societal problem all the 
stakeholders must join hands to bring up a 
sustained solution. 

 Large scale of international cooperation is 
needed between developing and 
developed countries. 

 By its very nature, abuse on the Internet 
has no borders, coordinated international 
action by justice and welfare sectors is 
therefore essential. 

 

IN DEPTH: Facial Recognition 
Why in news? 

 Unique Identification Authority of India 
(UIDAI) has announced new measure to 
make facial recognition mandatory for 
every authentication that requires Aadhar. 

 The facial recognition will come as 
additional feature along with regular 
authentication process that includes 

identification of an individual based on 
fingerprints or iris scan. This can be used 
as the second layer of the authentication 
process. 

Aadhar-a history 
 In 2006, the Empowered Group of 

ministers planned to collaborate both the 
national population register and the 
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Unique ID. The union government gave 
approval the proposal and UIDAI was 
created. 

 A photo, 10 finger prints, iris scan has 
been recorded and 1st UID number was 
released in September 20, 2010. UIDAI is 
nodal statutory organization behind 
Aadhaar, a 12 digit unique number. was 
granted statutory status by Aadhaar 
(Targeted Delivery of Financial and Other 
Subsidies, Benefits and Services) Act, 
2016. 

 89% of the total population of the country 
has come under the Aadhaar umbrella. 

Need for new technology 
 Many people around the country were 

excluded from the Aadhar authentication 
because of worn out of the fingerprint due 
to old age and manual labour. 

 There has been breach and misuse of 
Aadhar data has confirmed the failure of 
the fingerprint and iris authentications. So, 
the need of additional layer of security is 
the need of the hour, So UIDAI announced 
implementation of facial recognition 
technology.  

How technology works 
 The work for creating the software to 

recognise the human faces started in the 
year 1960. 

 Detection, alignment and recognition are 
the three main aspects of the face 
recognition technology. Detection is used 
to determine the location and size of 
human faces in digital images. 

 In alignment, the system determines the 
head position, size and pose of the head.  
Recognition is used for classification of 
detected, aligned and normalised faces of 
the recorded identities. 

 Images can be acquired by digitally 
scanning the photograph. The human face 
consists of geometric and photometric 
points that are called as nodal points. In an 

average, single human face consists 80 
nodal points. 

Advantages 
 Use of facial recognition can be used in 

policing and national security. 
 Helps in identifying criminals and 

terrorists and curb illegal activities. It 
avoids the usage of forged documents of 
the individual. 

 It can speed up the process of passport 
and immigration in the country. It can be 
used to find the missing people and helps 
in welfare of visually impaired persons. 

Concerns 
 The major concern is that it might lead to 

mass surveillance of the people. It might 
lead to major threat to immigration and 
minority people. With Cyber-attacks 
increasing in recent times,  property 
security mechanisms is needed. 

 The handling of data by the private 
companies is the major concern for the 
privacy of the citizens. 

 There are many problems arising sue to 
the centralisation of the scheme. Aadhar 
not being a proof of citizenship is also a 
major concern to the people. 

Way forward 
 The government should factor in privacy 

risks and include procedures and systems 
to protect information. National cyber cell 
should be made well capable of dealing 
with any cyber. 

 Proper education to people on the risks 
involved and highlights examples of ID 
thefts and cyber-attacks. The government 
should recognise the right to privacy and 
address concerns about data safety. 

 It should create institutional mechanism 
such as National Privacy Commission to 
prevent unauthorised disclosure of or 
access to such data. 

 
 

POLICY WATCH: New agricultural export policy 
Why in news? 

 To implement the vision of “Doubling 
Farmer’s Income”, Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry has taken the initiative to 
draft an “Agriculture Export Policy” in the 
larger interest of farmers and agricultural 
exports. 

 The main aim of the policy is to increase 
the share of agricultural exports from $30 
billion to $60 billion by 2022. 

Challenges 
 The major challenge to Indian agriculture 

is said to be water scarcity around the 
country. With most of the regions 
depending on monsoon for source of 
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water, failure of monsoon would lead to 
drought conditions. 

 Some commercial risks due to volatile 
prices, restrictions on movement of farm 
produce, and the lack of access to global 
markets are other major concerns. 

 Lack of implementation of latest 
technology in agriculture and the supply 
channel is inefficient because of the 
influence of middlemen in the marketing 
process. 

 Debt obtained informal sources of 
economy has led to large scale suicide 
among farmers. 

 The lack of proper storage facilities results 
in degradation of the quality of the 
produce. This, in turn, affects the volume 
of exports causing loss of potential income. 

New policy 
 To minimise rejections on quality issues 

such as sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) 
and technical barriers to trade (TBT) 
barriers. 

 The draft proposes to develop a common 
portal to monitor all export rejections and 
provide a platform to different nodal 
agencies to take up the causes for rejection 
and take required action. 

 It suggests creation of an institutional 
mechanism under the aegis of Department 

of Commerce for quick response to trade 
barriers. 

 It suggests to bring reforms in APMC Act 
and gives importance to creation of export 
promotion councils. 

 The draft policy also talks about 
development of export-centric clusters 
which promotes value added exports 
through incentives, special focus on 
packaging, marketing and promotion. 

 It promotes ‘produce in India’ through 
Geographical Indication (GI) registration 
and improving post-harvest infrastructure 
such as cold storage facilities for easy 
exportation. 

Way forward 
 Comprehensive risk management system 

must be developed in order to get famers 
out of the monsoon failure dilemma. 

 With rapid climate change pattern, proper 
resistant crop pattern must be evolved for 
sustainable growth of agriculture and 
farmers. Policy support will ensure a 
consistent increase in area sown and 
production, thereby reducing the 
country’s reliance on imports. 

 Creation of Export Oriented Units that 
focus on agricultural products that have a 
high demand in global markets, even if 
they are not consumed locally in large 
quantities. It helps Indian farmers to reach 
global economy. 

 

POLICY WATCH: Permanent commission for women in armed forces 
Why in news? 

 In his Independence Day speech, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi announced that 
women officers in India's armed forces 
would now have the option to take up 
permanent commission through the Short 
Service Commission. 

 The prime minister's announcement 
comes four months after the government 
told the Supreme Court that it was 
considering granting permanent 
commission to women army officers. 

Women in armed forces 
 As per the Short Service Commission, a 

woman officer can serve for 10-14 years. 
 The women officers are allowed entry into 

Army Service Corps, Ordnance, Education 
Corps, Judge Advocate General, Engineers, 
Signals, Intelligence and Electrical and 
Mechanical Engineering branches. But 
there is no option as of now to allow 
women in combat roles like infantry, 

armoured, mechanised infantry, aviation 
and artillery. 

 Women air force officers fly helicopter, 
transport aircraft and even fighter jets. 
Women are recruited only as officers and 
not as troops in any of the wings. 

Need for permanent commission 
 It may open up new streams of armed 

forces to Indian women to be inducted. 
 The women officers will have equal 

opportunity to attain higher ranks as their 
male counterparts such as Colonels, 
Brigadiers, Major Generals and Lieutenant 
Generals.  

 With the new policy announcement 
women could serve more than 14 years in 
armed forces. 

 Only the army allows permanent 
commission to women officers in two 
branches — judge advocate general (JAG) 
and education. 
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 This Parity to women in grant of 
permanent commission has acquired 
sharper focus so as to mitigate 
discriminatory treatment. 

 
Way forward 

 With very few countries have allowing  
women in combat roles which include 
Germany, Australia, Canada, USA, Britain, 
Denmark etc, this could be a great example 
of gender equality in the country. 

 But with greater emotional and physical 
strength needed for combat roles, constant 
training must be provided to women 
officers. 

 With almost half of the population of the 
nation being women, inducting them into 
combat roles is the need of the hour as the 
nation is heading towards facing strategic 
problems with other countries. 

 

SCIENCE MONITOR: Rotavoc 
Rotavirus-a deadly cause 

 Rotavirus is most common causative agent 
of moderate-to-severe diarrhoea (MSD) 
among infants below 11 months age group 
and death among children less than five 
years of age.  

 This type of virus spreads through faecal 
matter, food, water etc. It attacks the cells 
of small intestine and causes the formation 
of gastroenteritis. In some cases in causes 
malnutrition, delayed physical and mental 
development among children. 

Types of diarrhoea 
 Diarrhoea is classified into two types such 

as acute and chronic diarrhoea. Acute 
diarrhoea may last for 2 or 3 days but not 
more than a week. It is not life threatening 
condition and can be cured by taking 
simple medications. 

 Chronic diarrhoea may last for 1 or 2 
weeks, but sometimes it may last even for 
three weeks. It should be treated properly 
otherwise leads to serious consequences. 

The Indian version 
 In India more than 2, 00,000 deaths are 

occurring due to diarrhoea, while it is less 
than 10 in case of USA. 

 Repeated episodes of diarrhoea have a 
long term impact on the growth and 
potential of children and can also 
contribute to a cycle of poverty. 
Sometimes the diarrhoea that 
accompanies a rotavirus infection is so 
severe that it can quickly lead to 
dehydration. 

A historical help 
 Being one of most contagious disease in 

the country, scientists were trying to 
combat rotavirus from the early 1990’s. 

 A vital help for them was handed from 
1760s, when Edward Jenner found vaccine 
for small pox. 

 Jenner found out that a person attacked by 
cow pox was immune for small pox 
infection, due to the trigger of body 
immune response system. 

 The Department of Biotechnology in India 
and National Institute of Health joined 
hands to form the INDO-US vaccine action 
program to combat rotavirus. 

Rotavoc  
 Out of 5 types of rotavirus, the type A has 

been easily understood by the scientists. 
 The scientists found that some of the 

babies showed natural resistance against 
rotavirus. The sample was sent to other 
country experts. The Centre for Disease 
control and Prevention (CDC) in USA gave 
a limelight into the research by finding out 
the strange mutation in the molecular 
level of the strain. 

 One segment of the strain consists of the 
bovine nature differing from the human, 
this bovine strain showed natural 
resistance against rotavirus. 

 The strain was named as 116E by the 
scientists, further clinical trials were 
conducted. 

Clinical trials 
 In the 1990s, the phase I of clinical trial 

was conducted on adults and 116E 
showed better immune response. The 
other strain called as I-321 (animal virus) 
showed less resistance when compared to 
116E. 

 After successful examinations, in March 
2011 clinical trials were conducted on 
babies. 

 These successful trials led India to develop 
its first indigenous vaccine to combat 
rotavirus. 

 It was mainly possible with help of NGO 
funding from institutions uch as 
PTH,GATES FOUNDATION etc. 



Page | 51  
 

 The deaths due to diarrhoea have been 
constantly decreasing the concurrent 
years after the usage of ROTAVAC. 

Way forward 
 India has made progress against diarrhoea 

with deaths of children under five 
reducing from over 167,000 in 2010 to 
about 117,000 in 2015. 

 Rotavac became first indigenously 
developed vaccine from India to be pre-

qualified by World Health Organisation 
(WHO), It means that vaccine can be sold 
internationally to several countries. 

 It has been included in India’s national 
immunisation programme. The vaccine 
was tested in field, have not shown any 
negative effect. 

 Improved sanitation is a key measure to 
prevent diarrhoea, according to a WHO. 

 

THE BIG PICTURE: Can Trump Be Impeached? 
Why in news? 

 American president Donald trump is in 
fear of facing an impeachment process in 
coming months, due to campaign finance 
violations, tax fraud, and false bank 
statements. 

 Michael Cohen, the former lawyer of the 
president pleaded guilty about these 
illegal transactions during the election 
campaign of trump. 

 This has led to chance of initiating 
impeachment process against the US 
president. 

What is the issue? 
 The US president is involved in various 

scandals from the start of his tenure, such 
as Russian influence in elections, tax fraud, 
false statements to a bank and campaign 
finance violations. 

 It is alleged that Russian hackers stole 
information linked to the campaign of his 
rival Hillary Clinton and passed it to 
WikiLeaks, to undermine her. 

 Mr Trump's then campaign manager, Paul 
Manafort, was accused of accepting 
millions of dollars in cash for representing 
Russian interests in Ukraine. 

 Scandals such as facilitating payments to 
prevent two women, including Stormy 
Daniels, from discussing their alleged 
affairs with a presidential candidate, 
thereby intending to influence the 
2016 presidential election.  

 With most of the trusted teammates of 
trump moving out of the camp, more 
issues are building up for him. 

The impeachment 
 The process begins in the U.S. House of 

Representatives, where any member of the 
House may make a suggestion to launch an 
impeachment proceeding.  

 The speaker assigns the House Judiciary 
Committee to investigate, there is no time 
limit placed on their investigation. 

  Impeachment is passed by a simple 
majority vote in committee would then be 
voted on by the full House of 
Representatives.  

 A president can continue governing even 
after he or she has been impeached by the 
House of Representatives. 

 The senate need to approve the 
impeachment process by 2/3rd the 
majority of the house. 

 If the Senate fails to pass, then the 
president will not be removed. 

 While the Senate trial has the power to 
remove a president from office, it does not 
have the power to send a president to jail. 

 No US president had been impeached, but 
House of Representatives had voted 
against Johnson and Clinton, They were 
saved by senate. 

Implications on India 
 With impeachment process nearing, trump 

could take more aggressive stand on the 
economic warfare, which might affect 
India in the long term. 

 The strict immigrant and protectionist 
policy by the US president could affect the 
Indian Diaspora who has a long history in 
United states. 

 With various strategic agreements such as 
Logistics Exchange Memorandum of 
Agreement (LEMOA), Communications 
Compatibility and Security 
Agreement (COMCASA) signed between 
US and INDIA, change in president might 
affect the future deals. 

 The current political turmoil in US will not 
affect India in a great extent as it is a 
domestic problem. 

Way forward 
 The allegations on trump may affect the 

mid November elections in US that might 
go out of the hands of republicans. 

 If the allegations are proven, then 
republicans might turn against trump, as 
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anything against the national security 
might harm such as influence of Russia. 

 Trump has said if he is impeached, it might 
lead to crash of stock markets will send 

shivering effects around the world 
economies who considers dollar as he 
reserve currency. 

 

EUREKA: Genomics Wonders in Agriculture 
What is genomics? 

 A genome is an organism’s complete set 
of DNA, including all of its genes. The term 
was coined by Thomas Roderick in 1986. 

 Genomics is the scientific discipline of 
mapping, sequencing, and analysing 
genomes. It also investigates molecular 
processes and relationship of genetic and 
environmental elements. 

 Genomics is divided into two basic 
areas: structural genomics, 
characterizing the physical nature of 
whole genomes and functional genomics, 
characterizing the transcriptome (the 
entire range of transcripts produced by a 
given organism). 

Applications of genomics 
 The genomics revolution has enabled 

sequencing a large number of organisms 
including bacteria, plants and animals. 

 Understanding genomes of livestock 
has created a rich resource of genetic 
variations that can be used to produce 
animals with superior traits. 

 It has widely helped in treatment of cancer 
with comparing the genomes of the 
affected persons. 

 Scientists have developed methods that 
can monitor the genetic health of a 
developing baby. 

 It can be used for study of large scale of 
population and their migration history. 

Implications on agriculture 
 Design crops with improved resistance 

that affects their growth such as pests, 
flood, drought, frost, diseases etc. 

 To produce large quantities of food, to 
ensure food security and cultivate more 
nutrient rich crops. 

 It helps in improving the growth rate, 
disease resistance and stress tolerance in 
aquatic organisms.  

 The aquaculture produces high quality 
protein that feeds large scale of population 
around the world. 

 This rapid crop and livestock 
improvements that have the potential to 
end hunger and improve the standard of 
living across the world.  

The Indian scenario 

 In an entirely indigenous effort, a group of 
31 scientists from the Indian Council of 
Agriculture Research, led by Nagendra 
Kumar Singh from ICAR's National 
Research Centre on Plant Biotechnology at 
New Delhi, decoded the genome of pigeon 
pea (arhar) in 2011. 

 Pigeon pea, grown on about 5 million 
hectares in Asia, sub-Saharan Africa and 
South-Central America, is a very important 
staple food for millions of the poor in the 
semi-arid regions. 

 The sequencing was accomplished by a 
global research partnership — The 
International Initiative for Pigeon pea 
Genomics (IIPG) — led by 
ICRISAT(International Crops Research 
Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics) at 
Hyderabad. 

 It was the first plant genome to be 
sequenced India by the scientists. 

 They also discovered a new wheat seed 
storage protein called as TRITICIN, which 
has great bread and chapathi making 
quality. 

 This quality requires elastic property 
which is formed due to the 
polymerisation of the protein. It is a 
climate resilient wheat genome. 

 They had also developed a rice variety 
which shows tolerance for floods for about 
2 weeks, called as SWARNA SUB 1. 

Way forward 
 Genomics is creating enormous new area o 

study and new advancement that is 
required for the globe. 

 They have mapped several genes for 
agronomical useful traits. 

 Genomics can lead to more food security 
around the world by increasing the crop 
production and speeding up the process. 

 The genome sequencing will enable rapid 
crop and livestock improvements that 
have the potential to end hunger and 
improve the standard of living across the 
world. 

 With the emergence of genomic 
sequencing and expansion of 
bioinformatics tools, we are shifting from 
single gene study to whole-genome 
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analysis, which offers a broader view of how all genes work together.  
 

THE BIG PICTURE: Ganga –The Thirsty River 
Why in news? 

 Ganga, the 2,600-km-long trans-boundary 
river of Asia, has witnessed 
“unprecedented low levels of water in 
several lower reaches” in the last few 
summer seasons. 

 The study, published recently in Scientific 
Reports magazine by Nature Publishing 
Group. 

 The study was done by a professor from 
IIT Kharagpur. 

 They used a combination of satellite 
images of groundwater levels of Ganga, 
numerical simulations and chemical 
analyses to draw this conclusion. 

The mighty Ganges 
 The Ganga river system outspreads in 

India, Tibet (China), Nepal and 
Bangladesh.  

 It is the largest river basin in India and 
accounts for about one-fourth of the total 
area of the country. It covers states of 
Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, 
Rajasthan, Bihar, West Bengal, 
Uttarakhand, Jharkhand, Haryana, 
Chhattisgarh, Himachal Pradesh and Union 
Territory of Delhi. 

 The river basin is bounded by the 
Himalayas on the north, by the Aravalli on 
the west, by the Vindhyas and 
Chhotanagpur plateau on the south and by 
the Brahmaputra Ridge on the east. 

 The river is a lifeline to millions of Indians 
who live along its course and depend on it 
for their daily needs such as irrigation and 
drinking purposes. 

Current issue 
 Scientists from IIT Kharagpur and IIASA 

(International Institute for Applied 
Systems Analysis) Austria had found the 
rapid drying of the river Ganga in the 
recent years during the summer seasons. 

 They also found that it is mainly due to 
groundwater depletion in the Gangetic 
aquifers. The decline of groundwater 
inflow (base flow) is also impacting the 
health of the river. 

 The report states that the base flow might 
have dipped by 50 per cent from the 
beginning of irrigation-pumping phase in 
1970s. 

 It also observed that in the forthcoming 
summers, for the next 30 years, 

groundwater contribution to river Ganga 
will continue decreasing in their overall 
content. 

Causes for downfall 
 Very large content of abstraction of 

ground water for irrigation purposes 
through Ganga canals has been the major 
cause for this downfall.  

 The increase in population pressure along 
the riverside increases the dependence on 
ganga. 

 No proper recharge of ground water 
during the non-monsoon times has also 
initiated this downfall. 

 Unplanned urbanisation has led to 
consideration of water bodies as the part 
of land which distances them from proper 
maintenance. 

 Encroachments along the river basins has 
reduced the catchment area and to shrink 
its size. 

Effects of drying up 
 The trend can lead to disastrous effect on 

the riverine ecology and lead to food 
scarcity for 115 million people in the 
Ganga basin due to irrigation problems. 

 The pollution levels may rise further as 
there will hardly be any dilution of the 
sewage and other pollutants that drain 
into the river and remain in their original 
concentration levels. 

 The National Green Tribunal (NGT) 
expressed concern at the level of pollution 
in the Ganga, between Haridwar and 
Unnao in Uttar Pradesh, and said “the 
water is unfit for drinking and bathing”. 

 With the water level going down, allied 
activities such as aquaculture has also 
seen a decreasing trend in the region. 

 According to the International Water 
Resource Management Institute, industry 
and population growth will imply a 32 
percent increase in national water demand 
by 2050. 

 With no proper cleaning mechanism, WHO 
says that more than 115,000 people in 
India died from water and sanitation 
related issues. 

Way forward 
 Change in the cropping pattern and 

increase in water usage efficiency may 
help to overcome this issue. 
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 Proper URBAN WATER MANAGEMENT 
PLAN must be devised at the national 
level. 

 Proper construction and maintenance of 
sewage treatment plants must be devised 
along the river to avoid further pollution. 

 Better control must be brought into the 
domestic usage of water among the 
people. 

 With the help of ISRO Satellite images 
ground water mapping must be done to 
increase the base flow at required places. 

 This study can help the general public 
understand the wider implications of 
groundwater depletion and take 
appropriate steps to save the ganga.

THE BIG PICTURE: DNA technology (use & application) regulation bill 
Why in news?? 

 Recently, the Union Cabinet approved the 

DNA Technology (Use and Application) 

Regulation Bill, 2018. 

What is DNA Profiling?? 
 DNA is a molecule composed of two chains 

(made of nucleotides) which coil around 

each other to form a double helix carrying 

the genetic instructions used in the 

growth, development, functioning and 

reproduction of all known living 

organisms and many viruses 

  
Need for DNA technology: 

 Vital for living beings: DNA is vital for all 
living beings including plants. It is 

important for inheritance, coding for 

proteins and the genetic instructions guide 

for life and its processes. DNA holds the 

instructions for an organism’s or each 

cell’s development and reproduction and 

ultimately death. 

 Useful in crime investigations: DNA 

technology is used worldwide in crime 

investigations. 

a) Identifying of unclaimed bodies. 

b) Determining parentage. 

c) It also supplies the courts with 

accurate information about all the 

relevant features of identification 

of criminals. 

The limitations in DNA technology  

 Privacy issues: DNA samples can reveal 

not just physical features of individual, but 

also more intrusive information like their 

allergies, or susceptibility to diseases. 

Consequently, there is a greater risk of 

information from DNA analysis getting 

misused. 

 Not reliable data: Sometimes, DNA data 

recovered from a crime scene may not be 

enough to produce a correct match for the 

algorithms. 

 DNA profiling: DNA profiling can be 

mismatched while generating a match. It 

will be difficult to resort if wrongly 

matched is taken as evidence. 

 Data storage issues are also involved. 

 DNA technology is very expensive 
What are the highlights of the bill? 

 The Bill was mainly aimed to assist law 
enforcement agencies in tackling crime 

but provides for DNA testing techniques to 

be used in other situations as well, like 

establishing parentage or blood relations 

between individuals. 

 The bill proposes to form a National DNA 

Data Bank and a DNA Profiling Board, 

and use the data for various specified 

purposes. The proposed DNA Profiling 

Board will consist of molecular biology, 

human genetics, population biology, 

bioethics, social sciences, law and criminal 

justice experts. 

 The Board will define standards and 
controls for DNA profiling. It will also 
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certify labs and handle access of the data 

by law enforcement agencies. There will 

be similar bodies at state levels. 

 The bill will also create a National DNA 

Data Bank, which will collect data from 

offenders, suspects, missing persons, 

unidentified dead bodies and volunteers. 

 It will profile and store DNA data in 
criminal cases like homicide, sexual 

assault, adultery and other crimes. 

 The data will be restricted and will be 

available only to the accused or the 

suspect. 

 A person facing imprisonment or death 
sentence can send a request for DNA 

profiling of related evidence to the court 

that convicted him. 

Criticisms against the bill 
 Privacy issues: Concerns over privacy or 

misuse of information still prevails. 

 Issue of security: Profiling standard as a 

means to protecting privacy in its report- 

This standard has yet to find its way in the 

text of the Bill. 

  It has been pointed out that information 
like ancestry or susceptibility to a disease 

or other genetic traits is liable to be 

misused. 

  It has been said that DNA Profiling has not 

led to an improvement in conviction rates 

in countries where it is already being 

followed. 

 Activists and lawyers have argued that 
India does not have a data protection law 

and that information like ancestry or 

susceptibility to a disease, or other genetic 

traits, is liable to be misused. 

 It is also alleged that too much of power 

has been vested in the hands of National 

DNA Database Bank. 

Issues around the bill: 

 
Positive Aspects of the bill: 

 The bill has evolved over the years with 

adequate safeguard mechanisms like DNA 

data is not collected universally but only 

on voluntary basis. 

 In case of data collection in criminal cases 
if the punishment is less than 7 years 

consent is required and if the punishment 

is more than 7 years the DNA is to be used 

only for specified purpose. 

 Stringent provision for misuse of Data is 

included in the bill and the bill gives scope 

for expansion of the rules with dynamic 

changes in the science and technology. 
Conclusion: 

 Privacy issues can be handled by adopting 
the best practices around the world like 
restricting the number of years that the 
data can be stored.  With the adequate 
safeguard mechanism on place DNA 
Profiling bill can go a long way in ensuring 
an efficient justice system established 
which would benefit the citizens. 

 

In Depth - Focus on Biofuel 
Why in news? 

 India’s first biofuel flight was flown by 
Spicejet from Delhi to Dehradun. For now, 
the tests have been at a non-commercial 
scale, but after this success we have plans 
to scale up research and production of 
biofuels so that they can enter the 
commercial sector. 

 With the success, India has joined an elite 
club of nations including USA and 
Australia who use biofuel for commercial 
flights. 

What is a bio-fuel? 

 A biofuel is any hydrocarbon fuel that is 
produced from organic matter in a short 
period of time.  

 This is in contrasts with fossil fuels, which 
take millions of years to form and with 
other types of fuel which are not based on 
hydrocarbons like nuclear fuels. 

  The structure of the biofuel itself does not 
change between generations, but rather 
the source from which the fuel is derived 
changes. 

Types of Biofuel: 
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Bioethanol, biodiesel and biogas are a class of Bio 
Fuels. 

 Bio ethanol: It is produced 
from fermentation of carbohydrate and 
cellulosic material of crops and other 
plants and grasses. It is generally used as 
an additive to increase octane number of 
fuel. Clean gas with no toxins. 

 Bio Diesel: It is a methyl or methyl ester 
of fatty acids produced by trans 
esterification of oils and fats obtained 
from plants and animals. It can be directly 
used as fuel. It will be effective 
replacement petrol with almost zero 
toxins. 

 Bio gas: Biogas is methane produced by 
anaerobic digestion of organic material 
by anaerobes. It can be produced either 
from biodegradable waste materials or by 
the use of energy crops fed into anaerobic 
digesters to supplement gas yields. 

 Butanol: It is a petrochemical obtained by 
Fermentation of sugar and agricultural 
crops. This is the fuel with highest fuel 
value among all the gasoline fuel. It can be 
added to diesel to reduce emission. 

 Bio-Hydrogen: It is production of 
hydrogen with the help of bacteria and 
algae by using methods of photo-
fermentation and pyrolysis. It can be used 
as alternative to fossil fuel. 

Generations of Bio-Fuel:  
 Biofuels are classified into generation 

based on the raw material used. 
 First Generation Biofuels were directly 

using the food crops like wheat and sugar 
for making ethanol and oil seeds for bio 
diesel by conventional method of 
fermentation.  

  Second Generation Biofuels used non-
food crops and feedstock instead of 
food crops as used in first generation. 
Wood, grass, seed crops, organic waste are 
used in fuel preparation. 

 Third Generation Biofuels use specially 
engineered Algae whose biomass is used 
to convert into biofuels. The greenhouse 
gas emission here will be low in 
comparison to others. 

 Fourth Generation Biofuel does not 
involve destruction of any biomass instead 
uses techniques like electro fuel, photo-
biological techniques. It is carbon neutral 
fuel. 

Advantages of using Biofuel: 

Biofuel advocates frequently point out the 
advantages of these plant- and animal-based fuels, 
such as: 
 Cost: Ethanol is already cheaper than diesel 

and gasoline. This is particularly true as 
worldwide demand for oil increases, oil 
supplies dwindle, and more sources of 
biofuels become apparent. 

 Source material: Whereas oil is a limited 
resource that comes from specific materials, 
biofuels can be manufactured from a wide 
range of materials including crop waste, 
manure, and other by-products. This makes 
it an efficient step in recycling. 

 Renewability: It takes a very long time for 
fossil fuels to be produced, but biofuels are 
much more easily renewable as new crops 
are grown and waste material is collected. 

 Security: Biofuels can be produced locally, 
which decreases the nation's dependence 
upon foreign energy. By reducing 
dependence on foreign fuel sources, 
countries can protect the integrity of their 
energy resources and make them safe from 
outside influences. 

 Economic stimulation: Because biofuels are 
produced locally, biofuel manufacturing 
plants can employ hundreds or thousands of 
workers, creating new jobs in rural areas. 
Biofuel production will also increase the 
demand for suitable biofuel crops, 
providing economic stimulation to the 
agriculture industry. 

 Lower carbon emissions: When biofuels 
are burned, they produce significantly less 
carbon output and fewer toxins, making 
them a safer alternative to preserve 
atmospheric quality and lower air pollution. 

Disadvantages of Biofuels: 
Despite the many positive characteristics of 
biofuels, there are also many disadvantages to 
these energy sources. 
 Energy output: Biofuels have a lower energy 

output than traditional fuels and therefore 
require greater quantities to be consumed in 
order to produce the same energy level.  

 Production carbon emissions: 
Several studies have been conducted to 
analyse the carbon footprint of biofuels, and 
while they be cleaner to burn there are 
strong indications that the process to 
produce the fuel - including the machinery 
necessary to cultivate the crops and the 
plants to produce the fuel - has hefty carbon 
emissions. In addition, cutting forests to 
grow crops for biofuels adds to carbon 
emissions. 
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 High cost: To refine biofuels to more 
efficient energy outputs, and to build the 
necessary manufacturing plants to increase 
biofuel quantities, a high initial investment is 
often required, making its 
production currently more expensive than 
other ways to fuel cars, even though this 
could change in the future. 

 Food prices: As demand for food crops such 
as corn grows for biofuel production, it raises 
prices for necessary staple food crops. 

 Food shortages: There is concern that using 
valuable cropland to grow fuel crops could 

have an impact on the cost of food and could 
possibly lead to food shortages. 

 Water use: Massive quantities of water are 
required for proper irrigation of biofuel 
crops as well as to manufacture the fuel, 
which could strain local and regional water 
resource. 

Conclusion: 
 India with being an large energy 

consuming country the development of 
bio-fuels will not only help in attaining the 
energy security but also help India in 
achieving its climate conservation targets. 

 

Big Picture: sec 377 decriminalised 
Why in news? 

 The Supreme Court on Thursday 
decriminalized sexual relations between 
consenting homosexual adults in a historic 
judgement, thrusting diversity and 
pluralism into the centre stage of India’s 
public discourse. 

 Not only did it strike down a 158-year-old 
controversial legal provision of section 
377, thus legitimizing same-sex 
relationships, it also signalled an end to 
prejudice, which it argued has bedevilled 
India. 

 Essentially, the ruling came as a strong 
endorsement of the idea of diversity at a 
time when the country is deeply polarized 
along ethnic, religious and caste lines. 

What is Section 377 of Indian Penal Code? 
 Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code 

dating back to 1860, introduced during the 
British rule of India, criminalises sexual 
activities “against the order of nature”. 

 It arguably includes the consensual 
homosexual sexual and transgender sexual 
activities, thus making them criminal 
offence. The punishment under this 
Section can be life imprisonment or 
imprisonment up to 10 years. 

Positive Aspects of the Judgement: 
 The nine-judge Bench concluded that the 

2014 verdict by a two-judge Bench 
pandered to a “majoritarian” view to turn 
down the LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 

transgender) community their inherent 
fundamental rights of life, personal liberty, 
equality and gender discrimination. 

 The bench held that fundamental rights 
are not subject to minority or majority. 

 It also observed that the chilling effect of 
Section 377 “poses a grave danger to the 
unhindered fulfilment of one’s sexual 
orientation, as an element of privacy and 
dignity”. 

 Finally the bench held that these rights are 
not illusory, but are real rights founded on 
sound constitutional doctrine. The 
Supreme Court has once again asserted its 
role as the defender of the Fundamental 
rights of the individuals. 

Challenges ahead of the Judgement: 
 The mind-set of the large section of the 

society has not yet changed. 
 Issues like marriage, inheritance needs 

clarity. 
 Sexual harassment laws will have to 

include the LGBTQ community. 
Conclusion: 

 Sexual orientation is an essential attribute 
of privacy. Discrimination against an 
individual on the basis of sexual 
orientation is deeply offensive to the 
dignity and self-worth of the individual, by 
this judgement Supreme Court has 
ensured the right to privacy and the 
fundamental rights of the individual. 

 

The Big Picture - NPA Deadline Ends: What Next? 
Why in news? 

 Shares of power companies fell after the 
Allahabad court refused to extend the 
deadline for finalising the resolution plans 
for stressed power assets as mandated by 
the Reserve Bank of India.  

 The ruling implies that lenders to such 
companies will have to file for insolvency 
proceedings against 70 stressed assets 
worth nearly Rs 3.8 lakh crore in the next 
15 days with the Reserve Bank of India’s 
deadline coming to an end. 
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  On 12 February, RBI had set a 180-day 
timeline starting 1 March for resolving 
large corporate loan defaults, failing which 
banks have to refer these cases for 
insolvency proceedings. 

Why so many NPA in power sector?? 
 The infrastructure sector is run by the 

Government and hence Public Sector 
banks have been pressurised to lend to the 
infrastructure sector. 

 The non-competitive nature of the power 
sector due to subsidies is further 
burdening them. 

 UDAY has not been able to successfully 
able to recover the power sector from the 
NPA burden. 

Way forward: 
 The government has reviewed 34 coal-

fuelled power projects, with an estimated 
debt of ₹1.77 trillion. 

  Issues faced by these projects include 
paucity of funds, lack of power-purchase 
agreements and absence of fuel security 
has to be resolved to fight the NPA 
problem. 

 

The Big Picture - India-Pakistan: Indus Matters  
Why in news? 

 India and Pakistan are holding crucial 
talks over various aspects of the Indus 
Waters Treaty on Wednesday and 
Thursday in Lahore.  

 A nine-member delegation of the Indian 
Water Commission arrived in Pakistan on 
Tuesday.  This is the first engagement 
between the two nations since Pakistan 
Prime Minister Imran Khan took office on 
August 18.  

 Pakistan Water Commissioner Syed Mehr 
Ali Shah and additional commissioner 
Sheraz Jamil received the nine-member 
Indian delegation led by Water 
Commissioner PK Saxena on its arrival via 
the Wagah border.  

 The last meeting of the Pakistan-India 
Permanent Indus Commission was held in 
New Delhi in March during which both the 
sides had shared details of the water flow 
and the quantum of water being used 
under the 1960 Indus Waters Treaty. 

About Indus water treaty (IWT): 
 IWT is a water-distribution treaty 

between India and Pakistan. It was 
brokered by the World Bank (then the 
International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development). 

 The treaty deals with sharing of water of 
six rivers — Beas, Ravi, Sutlej, Indus, 
Chenab and Jhelum between the two 
countries. It was signed by then Prime 
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and President 
of Pakistan Ayub Khan in Karachi on 
September 19, 1960. 

 As per treaty, control over three eastern 
rivers —Ravi, Beas and Sutlej was given to 
India. While control over three western 
rivers — Indus, Jhelum and Chenab was 
given to Pakistan. 

 It allows India to use only 20% of the 
water of Indus River, which flows through 
it first, for irrigation, power generation 
and transport. Most disagreements and 
disputes have been settled via legal 
procedures, provided for within the 
framework of the treaty. A Permanent 
Indus Commission was set up as a bilateral 
commission to implement and manage the 
Treaty. The Commission solves disputes 
arising over water sharing. The treaty has 
survived India-Pakistan wars of 1965, 
1971 and the 1999 Kargil standoff besides 
Kashmir insurgency since 1990. It is most 
successful water treaty in world. 

 Issues related to Indus water treaty 
 KISHANGANGA HYDROELECTRIC 

PLANT: Located in Jammu and Kashmir 
(India) on River Kishanganga (that later 
merges with the Jhelum River in Pakistan) 3 
units of 110 MW were inaugurated in May 
2018. Its case was settled by Permanent 
Court of Arbitration in 2013. 

 BAGLIHAR DAM: A neutral expert, 
Raymond Lafitte, was appointed in May 
2005 by World Bank to settle the objections 
raised by Pakistan on this project 
on Chenab River in Jammu &Kashmir, India. 
After some technical changes, the issue 
was settled in June 2010. 

 LEFT BANK OUTFALL DRAIN: It is 
a drainage canal in Pakistan. It bypasses 
the saline and polluted water to reach 
Arabian Sea via Rann of Kutch. This 
is contaminating the quality of water 
bodies in the Gujarat state of India. 

 PAKAL DUL DAM: It is a proposed dam on 
the Marusadar River (a tributary of River 
Chenab) in Jammu &Kashmir, 
India. Pakistan is raising objections on it as 
per the treaty, which India is denying. 
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Scope for India under the treaty 
 India can reduce the water flow to Pakistan 

under the provisions of the Treaty. It 
can utilize the maximum of 20% water 
sharing which it is permitted. 

Indian government had taken some decisions 
related to IWT in light of Uri attack: 

 No review or abrogation of the Indus 
Waters Treaty. 

 Decision to utilise water under India’s 
share to fullest. 

 Suspend talks on the Permanent Indus 
Commission (PIC), the dispute redressal 
mechanism until terrorism stops. 

 Review the 1987 suspension of the Tulbul 
navigation project that Pakistan had 
objected. 

 Build more run-of-the-river hydropower 
projects on western rivers (Indus, Jhelum, 
Chenab) to exploit full potential. 

 Expedite construction of Pakal Dul, 
Sawalkot, Bursar dams in Jammu and 
Kashmir. 

 Use 20% of river water allocated under 
treaty for Jammu and Kashmir farmers. 

Implications of such a move: 
 Violating the Treaty may not be a good 

option as the Treaty is meant to reduce the 

hostilities between India and Pakistan. 
Also, it requires a lot of infrastructure to 
store the additional water available. 

 Violating the treaty may also bring China in 
action which can block the flow of 
Brahmaputra River flowing to India. Terror 
activities from Pakistan may also get 
intensified. 

 India is keeping an eye on a permanent seat 
in United Nations Security Council. So, it 
should safeguard such treaties which 
involve international bodies (World Bank in 
this case). 

 India at present enjoys a moral high ground 
because it respects all its treaties with the 
neighbouring countries. The decision to 
abrogate the treaty would make other 
smaller neighbours uneasy.  

Conclusion: 
 Indus Water treaty is often called as the 

most successful water treaty between 
countries that have a continuous border 
dispute. The well set precedence should 
not be violated by India, Indus water issue 
should not be mixed with other issues 
between India and Pakistan 
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All India Radio 
 

Roll out of IPPB  
What is IPPB? 

 The India Post Payments Bank governed 
by Reserve Bank of India is a public sector 
company under the department of Posts 
and Ministry of Communication where the 
Indian government holds 100 % equity.  

Why in news? 
 India Post became the third entity after 

Bharti Airtel and Paytm to receive final 
payments bank licence to roll-out banking 
operations commercially. 

 IPPB services are now available at 650 
branches and 3,250 access points and will 
be quickly scaled to all 1.55 lakh post 
offices by December 2018 providing the 
largest financial inclusion network in the 
country, covering both urban as well as 
rural hinterland.  

What are some of the facilities provided by the 
IPPB?  

 Like other payments banks, IPPB can also 

accept deposits up to Rs 1 lakh per 

account from individuals. 

 IPPB will offer a range of products such as 

savings and current accounts, money 

transfer, direct benefit transfers, updating 

PAN, payments offered across mobile 

banking app offer forex services at charges 

lower than banks including the benefit of 

national electronic funds transfer 

(NEFT), real time gross settlement 

(RTGS), Unified Payments Interface 

(UPI) and bill payment services. 

 The bank will offer an interest rate of 4.5 

per cent on deposits of up to Rs 25000; 5 

per cent on deposits of Rs 25000 - 50000 

and 5.5 per cent on deposits of Rs 50000 – 

100000 and 4 per cent interest rate in 

savings accounts. 

 The accounts can be opened through 

mobile apps by providing Aadhar number 

with KYC verification. It doesn’t charge 

any fee for withdrawals made from its 

own ATM or any Punjab National Bank 

ATM. 

 QR card is another service the IPPB is 

offering with transactions authenticated 

via biometric verification. With a saying – 

“Aapka bank, aapke dwaar”, it will make 

banking services accessible to every 

doorstep with the help of Postmen and 

Gramin Dak Sewaks (GDS). 

 As per the need of an individual, IPPB has 

made 3 distinct accounts: 

1. ‘Safal’ which will be a Regular 
Account comprising all banking 
features 

2. ‘Sugam’ which will be a Basic 
Savings Bank Deposit Account 
(BSBDA) 

3. ‘Saral’ which will be for Small 
BSBDA providing limited banking 
experience for specific people. 

What is the background? 
 September 2014: task force was formed 

headed by T. S. R. Subramanian which 

aimed to leverage the existing postal 

network. 

 December 2014: the task force submitted 

its report to Minister for Communications 

and Information Technology and later it 

was announced that India Post would 

issue ATM-cum-debit cards to its account 

holders. 

 January 2015: announced that a banking 

license would be applied for at the Reserve 

Bank of India. 

 28 February 2015: Budget announced that 

India Post will use its large network to run 

a payments bank. 

What is the new model under Payments 
banks? 

 The new model of Payments Bank allows 

mobile firms, super market chains and 

others to cater to banking requirements of 

individuals and small businesses.  

 They can issue ATM/debit cards but not 

credit cards. They can also issue other 

prepaid payment instruments.  Non-

resident Indians (NRIs) are not be allowed 

to open accounts in payment banks. 

To what extent IPPB will be helping the rural 
sector ensuring that payments are done on 
time digitally? 
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 Digitalization has removed the problem of 

Benami account. UR code and biometric 

code makes available who and when the 

payment is made. 

 People will be well identified by the 

government making sure the utilization of 

these transfers once it reaches the 

beneficiaries. Payment sin terms of 

MNREGA or subsidies would be directly 

reaching beneficiaries cutting down the 

middlemen. 

How is it good for economy? 
 Government won’t have to print extra 

notes with digital mode gaining 

popularity. It will decrease the burden 

related to hoarding, and distribution factor 

by central banks and commercial lenders 

to supply to different branches. 

 Fraud if reported in specified number of 

days would then be the responsibility of 

the bank and thereby compensation would 

be given to the consumers. It will even 

ensure sufficient amount of  literacy 

creation  

What are the advantages IPPB have over other 
entities? 

 It has a vast network of more than 1.5 lakh 

branches (90% in rural areas) compared 

to all the banks with 1.05 lakh branches on 

the whole. It has the experience of running 

domestic remittance business under 

National Savings Certificate.  

 It has  22,137 core banking branches more 

than that of the country’s largest lender 

State Bank of India with 1,666 core 

banking branches. 

What are the challenges? 
 Connectivity through roads and 

electrification. It takes time for the people 

to recognize and adapt to the technology, 

but once done, they don’t have to travel or 

carry cash. 

What are suggestion and way forward for 
IPPB? 

 IPPB should quickly focus on technological 

up-gradation and staff training. It should 

have robust online platform for providing 

easier access to customers.  

 Ill-selling of sophisticated financial 

products to the poor customers may 

jeopardize the initiative and the trust 

people place on India Post. 

 The government should lure merchants 

and customers to opt for card based 

transactions by offering tax incentives. 

Further, additional tax can be levied on 

those merchants who opt for cash 

transactions. 

 

Decline in Naxal activities 
Why in News? 

 The Naxalite insurgency, which was 
famously labelled as India’s “greatest 
internal security threat”, has gradually 
declined by 40 % over the last three years 
as reported by CRPF. 

Who are Naxals?  
 The Naxals are far-left radical communists 

working on the ideology of Chinese 

Revolutionary Mao Zedong. 

 The term ‘Naxal’ derives its name from the 

village Naxalbari of district Darjeeling in 

West Bengal, where the movement 

originated in 1967 under the leadership of 

Charu Majumdar and Kanu Sanyal. 

 They strongly believe that the solution to 

social and economic discrimination is to 

overthrow the existing political system. 

Plan of action taken by CRPF : 

 Operation ‘SAMADHAN’ 

1. Smart leadership – states to “take 
ownership” of anti-Naxal operations & 
frame strategies  

2. Aggressive strategy –helicopter 
support for operations + 400 fortified 
police stations 

3. Motivation and training- make 
efficient use of resources  

4. Actionable intelligence – Better inter-
state coordination and intelligence 
sharing 

5. Dashboard Based KPIs (key 
performance indicators) and KRAs 
(key result areas) 

6. Harnessing technology –UAVs and 
drones for Maoist hotbed areas + GPS 
tracking + satellite imagery 

7. Action plan for each theatre 
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8. No access to financing – to ensure 
effective choking of fund flow to LWE 
groups 

Security: 

1. Operation Steeplechase (1971): Joint 
Army-CRPF-Police action. 

2. Operation Green-Hunt (2009): 
Government deployed Commando 
Battalion for Resolute Actions 
(COBRA) against Naxals.  

3. Andhra Pradesh has its specialised 
Greyhound commando force to tackle 
LWE 

4. Unified Command( 2010):Government 
established a Unified Command for 
inter-state coordination between 
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Odisha and 
West Bengal 

Developmental: 

1. Forest Rights Act, 2006: The Scheduled 
Tribe and Other Traditional Forest 
dwellers (Recognition of forest Rights) 
Act 2006 recognizes the rights of the 
scheduled tribes and forest dwellers 

2. Additional Central Assistance (ACA) 
for the LWE affected districts  

3. Civic Action Programme 
4. the provisions of the Panchayats 

(Extension to the Scheduled Areas) 
Act, 1996 (PESA) on priority,  

5. ROSHNI: It is a special initiative under, 
Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyaya 
Grameen Kaushalya Yojana for 
training and placement of rural poor 
youth from LWE affected areas 

6. Naxal Surrender-cum-Rehabilitation 
Programme 

Background: 

Causes of Naxalite Problem  
1. Socio-economic: 
 Lack of human development, inequality in 

distribution of income and cultural 

humiliation 

 Large-scale displacement of tribal people 

from their lands for developmental 

activities. 

 Poor public infrastructure- lack of roads, 

communication.  

 Further, forested areas aided developing 

guerrilla warfare 

2. Governance: 
 Political marginalization 

 Mismanagement of forest and policies 

with restriction for their livelihoods. 

 ineffective implementation of government 

schemes 

Challenges: 
 Governors delayed in submission of 

reports under the provisions of Schedule 

5.  Tribes Advisory the councils are filled 

with bureaucrats and ministers instead of 

representatives of tribal communities with 

effective voice. 

 Manipulation of records and incorrect 

interpretation of law; encroachment of 

tribal land by non-tribal people and 

immigrants; creation of national parks; 

and armed conflict resulting in forced 

migration and eviction from homelands. 

 Naxal activities receive support and 

sympathy from local tribals and 

intellengisia from urban areas, the present 

rising income and social inequality pose a 

serious challenge for the government to 

address growing discontent and 

extremism 

Way Forward 
 Government should primarily focus on 

social and economic development in the 

backward tribal areas. Government 

First Phase Second Phase Third Phase 
1967- Naxalbari uprising 
1969- CPI (ML))declared 
illegal by the government 
1971-The arrest and 
subsequent death of Charu 
Majumdar marked the end of 
the first phase of the 
movement. 

 1980-formation of the 
People’s War Group in Andhra 
Pradesh  
1991, Naxalite extremism 
reached its peak 
However, the movement faced 
a setback due to security 
operations Internal conflicts 
within the group further 
weakened the movement 

2000,: third phase of the 
movement began with the 
establishment of the People’s 
Guerilla Army 
2004:the People’s War Group 
merged with Maoist 
Communist Centre and formed 
CPI (Maoist) augmenting the 
strength of the movement 
spread across 233 districts in 
20 states 
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service delivery should be improved in 

tribal areas.  

 The government should initiate sincere 

dialogue with marginalized groups and the 

Naxalites. It’s important to recognize tribal 

rights on forests and ensure proper 

rehabilitation in case of any displacement. 

 Undertaking technological solutions such 

as use of mini-UAVs or small drones to 

minimize loss of lives of security 

personnel. Prisoners should be given 

considerate treatment and efficient 

rehabilitation. 

 

Union cabinet decisions  
O-SMART 
Why in News? 

 The Cabinet Committee on Economic 
Affairs (CCEA) approved the umbrella 
scheme “Ocean Services, Technology, 
Observations, Resources Modelling and 
Science (O-SMART)” for implementation 
during the period from 2017-18 to 2019-
20 under the Ministry of Earth Sciences.  

What is the underlying Scheme? 
 The scheme encompasses a total of 16 

sub-projects addressing ocean 

development activities such as Services, 

Technology, Resources, Observations and 

Science. 

 The services rendered under the O-SMART 

will provide economic benefits to a 

number of user communities in the coastal 

and ocean sectors, namely, fisheries, 

offshore industry, coastal states, Defence, 

Shipping, and Ports etc. 

 What are the advantages attached? 
 The fishermen community are receiving 

information daily through mobile phones, 

on the allocation of fish potential and local 

weather conditions in the coastal waters 

that will help reduce search time and fuel 

cost. 

 It will help address issues relating to 

Sustainable Development Goal-14, which 

aims to conserve use of oceans and marine 

resources. 

 The State of Art Early Warning Systems 

will help in effectively dealing with ocean 

disasters like tsunami and storm surges 

which have been recognized by UNESCO. 

 The technologies developed under this 

scheme will help in harnessing the vast 

ocean resources of both living and non-

living resources for the implementation of 

aspects of Blue Economy. The ocean 

services and technologies being rendered 

will contribute significantly to the GDP. 

 The important deliverables: 
 strengthening of Ocean Observations and 

Modelling;    

 Strengthening of Ocean Services for 

Fishermen;  

 Setting up Marine Coastal Observatories 

for monitoring marine pollution  

 Setting up Ocean Thermal Energy 

Conversion Plant (OTEC) in Kavaratti;  

 Acquisition of 2 Coastal Research Vessels 

for Coastal research; 

 Continuation of Ocean Survey and 

Exploration of Minerals and Living 

Resources; 

 Technology Development for Deep Ocean 

Mining- Deep Mining System and Manned 

Submersibles; 

 Setting up six Desalination Plants in 

Lakshadweep and Projects at Coromandel 

Coast. 

Provisions under the scheme: 
 To offer support for the research activities, 

the Ministry has acquired many research 

vessels namely ORV (Oceanographic 

Research Vessel) Sagar Kanya, CRV 

(Coastal Research Vessel) Sagar Purvi, 

Technology Demonstration vessel Sagar 

Nidhi, Fisheries and Oceanographic 

Research Vessel Sagar Sampada. 

 The deep-sea mining and rights provided 

by ISBA [International Sea Bed Authority] 

to explore PMN [Poly-Metallic Nodules] 

from over 75000 sq. km area in the Central 

Indian Ocean [CIO] as well as 10,000 sq. 

km in the Indian Ocean to explore  

mineral- hydrothermal sulphides. 
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 Extension of India’s ocean-related 

activities to the Antarctic region from the 

Arctic region through a wide range of 

Satellite-based and in situ observations 

under the Antarctic Treaty System.  

 to harness the ocean resources like the 

low-temperature thermal desalination for 

islands  

 to include the Remotely Operated 

Submersible and soil tester in water 

depths up to 6000 m 

Conclusion: 
 Hence umbrella O-SMART is proposed by 

the ministry wherein the current schemes 

would be included in a focused manner.  
The continuation of the marine 
biodiversity and the coastal research 
activities which are necessary for 
achieving the Sustainable Development 
Goal-14 is also envisaged under this 
scheme contributing significantly to the 
development activities of more than 12 
sectors.  

 These sectors add handsomely to the GDP. 
In addition to the contemporary oceanic 
disasters warning systems, relentless 
services are provided to India as well the 
UNESCO recognized countries of the 
Indian Ocean. 

 

4th BIMSTEC Summit 
What is in News? 

 The fourth Bay of Bengal Initiative for 
Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic 
Cooperation (BIMSTEC) summit was held 
in Kathmandu, capital of Nepal attended 
upon by Indian Prime Minister and 7 
member countries with an aim to provide 
a synergy for promoting regional 
cooperation. 

 The theme: ‘Towards a Peaceful 
Prosperous, and Sustainable Bay of 
Bengal Region’.  

Key Facts  
 Besides countering terrorism enhancing 

collaboration in areas of regional 

connectivity, shipping, space, energy, 

transport and tourism was the agenda. 

 It brings together 2 major policies: 

Neighbourhood first and Act-east policy. 

It’s a confluence of SAARC and  South east 

Asia 

Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral 
Technical and Economic Cooperation 
(BIMSTEC) 

 It is a regional grouping of seven countries 

in South Asia and South East Asia lying in 

littoral and adjacent areas of Bay of 

Bengal. It was established on 6 June 1997 

through Bangkok Declaration.  

 It is headquartered in Dhaka and the third 

in 2014 in Myanmar.  Member countries: 

India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Sri 

Lanka, Myanmar and Thailand. 

BIMESTC’s prime objectives:  

 BIMSTEC is sector-driven cooperative 

organization including trade, technology, 

energy, transport, tourism and fisheries. 

 Promote technological and economic 

cooperation among the countries. In 2008, 

it was expanded to eight more sectors 

including agriculture, public health, 

poverty alleviation, counter-terrorism, 

environment, culture, people to people 

contact and climate change. 

 India has been pushing for making 

BIMSTEC vibrant forum for regional 

collaboration as cooperation under South 

Asian Association of Regional Cooperation 

(SAARC)  India feels it as the best way to 

extend its cooperation beyond its 

neighbours It automatically deletes 

Pakistan and china . 

How can BIMSTEC come up with plausible, 
reasonable alternative? 

 Poverty Alleviation: eradication of 

poverty in the Bay of Bengal Region in line 

with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development  

 Connectivity: to conclude the BIMSTEC 

Coastal Shipping Agreement and the 

BIMSTEC Motor Vehicle Agreement that 

will boost North eastern states connection, 

trilateral highway. 

 Trade and Investment: Renew our 

commitment to Free Trade Area (FTA) 

negotiations, and direct the BIMSTEC 

Trade and Economic Ministerial Meeting 

(TEMM) and its subsidiary bodies 
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including the Trade Negotiating 

Committee (TNC). 

 Counter Terrorism and Transnational 

Crime: Convention on Cooperation in 

Combating International Terrorism, 

Transnational Organized Crime and Illicit 

Drug Trafficking. 

 Environment and Disaster 

Management: Early warning system, 

adoption of preventive measures, 

rehabilitation and capacity building for 

responding to natural disasters in the Bay 

of Bengal Region and to operationalize the 

Paris Agreement.  

 Energy: Signing of the Memorandum of 

Understanding on BIMSTEC Grid 

Interconnection and instruct the relevant 

agencies.  

 Agriculture: By appropriately linking 

both traditional and modern farming, and 

reducing costs, enhancing income making 

contribution to the poverty job creation. 

 Fisheries: Agree to deepen cooperation in 

fisheries to ensure food security and direct 

the relevant authorities to explore how the 

landlocked Member States can benefit 

from inland fisheries. 

 Public Health: Agree to expand 

cooperation as trans-national public 

health issues that threaten the socio-

economic progress and express 

appreciation to Thailand for their efforts 

in traditional medicine. 

 People-to-People Contacts: Agree to 

explore possibility of establishing 

appropriate BIMSTEC forums for 

parliamentarians, universities, academia, 

research institutes, and media community. 

 Tourism and Cultural Cooperation: 

underscore the importance of Buddhism 

as a connecting thread in the region by 

establishing a Buddhist Circuit. Prime 

Minister to have centre for Bay of Bengal 

studies in the Nalanda University .2020 

India will host the international Buddhist 

conclave. 

 Mountain Economy: Underscore the 

necessity of making concrete efforts to 

ensure the conservation of mountain 

ecosystems, including their bio-diversity 

in order to support sustainable 

development;  

 Blue Economy: keeping in mind the 

special needs and circumstances of the 

landlocked Member States. 

Conclusion: 
 The 4th BIMSTEC summit concluded with 

the member states approving an 18-point 
Kathmandu Declaration. The government 
of the seven member states reaffirmed 
strong commitment to making BIMSTEC a 
dynamic, effective and result-oriented 
regional organisation for promoting a 
peaceful, prosperous and sustainable Bay 
of Bengal Region through meaningful 
cooperation and deeper integration in line 
with the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals.   

 After a closing speech, Prime Minister Oli, 
who is the current chair of BIMSTEC, 
handed over the chairmanship of the next 
BIMSTEC summit to Sri Lankan President 
Maithripala Sirisena. 

 

Economic growth -overall analysis 
In News: 

 The Central Statistics Office (CSO), 
Ministry of Statistics and Programme 
Implementation has released the 
estimates of Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) for the first quarter (April-June) Q1, 
of 2018-19, both at constant (2011-12) 
and current prices, along with the 
quarterly estimates of expenditure 
components of the GDP. 

The Present data-representation of the 
potential ‘New India’: 

 GDP at constant (2011-12) prices in Q1 of 
2018-19 is estimated at 33.74 lakh crore, 
as against 31.18 lakh crore in Q1 of 2017-
18, showing a growth rate of 8.2 %.  

 GDP at current prices in Q1 of 2018-19 is 
estimated at 44.33 lakh crore, as 
against38.97 lakh crore in Q1 of 2017-18, 
showing a growth rate of 13.8 %. 

 Cash to GDP Ratio: Less than 18-months 
after demonetisation, the cash-to-GDP 
ratio is back to the levels seen before the 
note ban. 
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 As a percentage of GDP, currency in 
circulation was at 11.3 per cent as on April 
27. This is close to the pre-demonetisation 
levels of 11.5-12 per cent of GDP, 
according to Nomura Global Research. 
Prior to the note ban, currency in 
circulation stood at Rs 17.98 lakh crore, or 
close to 12 per cent of GDP. 

Major highlights - According to World Bank  
 Surpassing China’s growth figures, India 

has become the fastest growing economy 
in the world. This is the highest growth, 
India has attained since fiscal year 2016-
17. 

 Last year, the first quarter observed an 
exponential dip in economic growth at 5.6 
% as companies cut their stock before the 
GST roll out on 1st July. 

 India has surpassed a developed European 
country like France and has successfully 
captured the sixth spot.  

 apart from China, who is above India in the 
World Bank’s GDP list, all the other 
countries have a population which is 
lesser than half of ours. For example, the 
USA’s population is only 32.57 crores. 

Reasons for higher growth: 
 The high growth for this quarter in India is 

partly a result of the low base effect.  Since 
quarterly GDP growth is calculated against 
the growth rate from a year back in the 
same quarter as the base which was 5.6% 
growth in quarter 1. 

 With 99.3% of demonetized currency is 
back in the system figures of the private 
consumption that surged to 8.6 % mainly 
due to the increase in the consumer 
demand. 

 Demonetisation, GST and digital payments 
have gradually brought down corruption 
as well as tax evasion which are essential 
for growth including the ease of doing 
business. 

Solutions to Challenges: 
 Firms rated low domestic demand 

followed by high commodity prices as 
main concerns in CII’s Business Outlook 
Survey. 

 While the latest growth numbers are quite 
robust, the volatility in oil prices and 
rupee value is exerting some pressure on 
industry members. More than 80% of oil is 
imported and paid in dollars . 

 Public sector banks should function at 
arm’s length as commercial entities. 

 To ensure prudent lending happen, we 
need growth that is sustained and much 
equitable. Indiscriminate growth leads to 
artificial growth. 

 Inflationary pressures also remain a 
concern. Though food prices are likely to 
be contained on account of favourable 
monsoons, caution must be exercised as 
upside risks. 

 India’s share in world exports is currently 
at 1.8%. Efforts to increase this figure by 
way of providing export credit to 
manufacturers, increasing the capital base 
of Export Credit Guarantee Scheme 
(ECGC), increasing subvention to 4% etc. 
must be undertaken. 

 With Non-Performing Assets (NPAs) at 
9.9%. India has been ranked fifth on the 
list of countries with highest NPAs. The 
economy needs to recover from the bad 
loan problem quickly for favourable 
economic growth in the future. 

Conclusion: 
 With on-going reforms that are beginning 

to positively impact the economy, 
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) is 
optimistic about Indian growth prospects 
in 2018. At the same time, policymakers 
need to be watchful and address the 
current macroeconomic challenges for a 
sustainable and fruitful recovery. 
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