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News @ a glance 
POLITY 

 1) Panel to review defence 
procurement procedure  

▪ GS Paper III – Security; Defence 
procurements 

Context –  
▪ Defence Minister has constituted a 

Committee under the Chairmanship of 
Director General (Acquisition) to review 
the Defence Procurement Procedure 
(DPP) 2016 and Defence Procurement 
Manual (DPM) 2009. 

What are the features and functions of 
the committee? 

1. The Committee will revise and align the 
procedures to ensure seamless flow from 
asset acquisition to life cycle support. 

2. The Committee has been given six months 
to submit recommendations. 

3. Apart from DG (Acquisition), 11 members, 
not below the rank of Joint 
Secretary/Major General equivalent, are 
part of this committee. 

4. It will ensure seamless flow from asset 
acquisition to life cycle support and 
strengthen the ‘Make in India’ initiative of 
the government 

Terms of reference 
▪ Revising the procedures to remove 

procedural bottlenecks and hasten 
acquisition; 

▪ Align and standardise the provisions to 
optimise life cycle support for equipment 

▪ Simplify policy and procedures to 
facilitate greater participation of the 
industry 

▪ Develop robust Defence industrial base. 
▪ Examine and incorporate new concepts, 

such as life cycle costing, life cycle 
support, performance-based logistics, 
lease contracting, codification and 
standardisation 

▪ Include provisions to promote Indian 
start-ups and research and development. 

▪ Defence Procurement Policy - DPP-2016 
focuses on institutionalizing, streamlining 
and simplifying defence procurement 
procedure to give a boost to the “Make in 
India” initiative of the Government of 
India, by promoting indigenous design, 
development and manufacturing of 
defence equipment, platforms, systems 
and sub-systems. 

▪ http://pib.gov.in/newsite/printrelease.as
px?relid=187049#targetText=DPP%2D20
16%20focuses%20on%20institutionalizi
ng,%2C%20systems%20and%20sub%2D
systems. 

▪ https://www.thehindu.com/news/nation
al/committee-to-review-defence-
procurement-procedure-
appointed/article29120933.ece 

 2) Odisha to implement ‘One 
Nation, One Ration card 
scheme” 

▪ GS Paper II and III – Social issues; 
Poverty; public distribution system 

  

▪ The Odisha government has announced 
that it will implement the Centre’s ‘One 
Nation, One Ration Card’ initiative in the 
State starting from September 1. The 
initiative will be implemented on a pilot 
basis for ration card holders under the 
Bhubaneswar Municipal Corporation, and 
subsequently across the State. 

▪ The beneficiaries under both the National 
Food Security Act and the State Food 
Security Scheme will be able to get their 
ration items from any public distribution 
shops. 

http://pib.gov.in/newsite/printrelease.aspx?relid=187049#targetText=DPP%2D2016%20focuses%20on%20institutionalizing,%2C%20systems%20and%20sub%2Dsystems.
http://pib.gov.in/newsite/printrelease.aspx?relid=187049#targetText=DPP%2D2016%20focuses%20on%20institutionalizing,%2C%20systems%20and%20sub%2Dsystems.
http://pib.gov.in/newsite/printrelease.aspx?relid=187049#targetText=DPP%2D2016%20focuses%20on%20institutionalizing,%2C%20systems%20and%20sub%2Dsystems.
http://pib.gov.in/newsite/printrelease.aspx?relid=187049#targetText=DPP%2D2016%20focuses%20on%20institutionalizing,%2C%20systems%20and%20sub%2Dsystems.
http://pib.gov.in/newsite/printrelease.aspx?relid=187049#targetText=DPP%2D2016%20focuses%20on%20institutionalizing,%2C%20systems%20and%20sub%2Dsystems.
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/committee-to-review-defence-procurement-procedure-appointed/article29120933.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/committee-to-review-defence-procurement-procedure-appointed/article29120933.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/committee-to-review-defence-procurement-procedure-appointed/article29120933.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/committee-to-review-defence-procurement-procedure-appointed/article29120933.ece
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▪ Ration cards will be linked to the Aadhaar 
card of the beneficiaries. 

 One Nation-One Ration Card Scheme 
▪ Significance – it will sustain the reforms 

brought in by scheme on ‘End to End 
Computerization of Targeted Public 
Distribution System (TPDS) Operations’. 
To achieve the goal of eliminating poverty 
and hunger SDG – 1 and 2. It will benefit 
the migrant workers. 

Scheme –  
▪ “Integrated Management of Public 

Distribution System (IM-PDS)” for 
implementation during 2018-19 and 
2019-20. 

Objective –  
▪ To introduce nation-wide portability of 

ration card holders under National Food 
Security Act, 2013 (NFSA), to lift their 
entitlement food grains from any FPS in 
the country without the need to obtain a 
new ration card 

Method –  
▪ Integrating the existing PDS 

systems/portals of States/UTs with the 
Central systems/portals, etc. The national 
portability under ‘One Nation One Ration 
Card’ system shall be applicable only to 
the ration card holders under NFSA. 
Under IM-PDS scheme, there is no 
requirement to change the functioning of 
existing PDS systems/operations of the 
States/UTs. 

 NFSA, 2013 
Objective –  
▪ To provide for food and nutritional 

security in human life cycle approach, by 
ensuring access to adequate quantity of 
quality food at affordable prices to people 
to live a life with dignity.  

The Act-   
▪ Provides for coverage of up to 75% of the 

rural population and up to 50% of the 
urban population for receiving subsidized 
food grains under Targeted Public 
Distribution System (TPDS). Persons 
belonging to eligible households will be 
entitled to receive 5 Kilograms of food 
grains per person per month at subsidised 
prices of Rs. 3/2/1 per Kg for 
rice/wheat/coarse grains and existing 
Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) 
households, which constitute the poorest 
of the poor, will continue to receive 35 

Kgs of food grains per household per 
month. 

▪ Meal to pregnant women and lactating 
mothers during pregnancy and six 
months after the child birth, such women 
will also be entitled to receive maternity 
benefit of not less than Rs. 6,000. Children 
up to 14 years of age will be entitled to 
nutritious meals or take home rations as 
per the prescribed nutritional standards.   

▪ https://pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintRelease.
aspx?relid=102057 

▪ https://www.thehindu.com/news/nation
al/other-states/odisha-to-implement-
centres-one-nation-one-ration-card-
scheme/article29186403.ece 

 3) Children from shelter homes 
not finding work 

▪ GS Paper II – Society and Social Issues 
▪  A study conducted by an NGO across 5 

states has highlighted the issue of 
children from shelter homes not aware of 
the provisions of the law to avail benefits 
and are unable to find work. 

▪ The study - was conducted in Delhi, 
Gujarat, Karnataka, Maharashtra and 
Rajasthan by the NGO Udayan Care and 
was supported by the TATA Trusts and 
UNICEF (United Nations Children’s Fund). 

▪ 40% of children who leave shelter homes 
after turning 18 are unable to complete 
schooling, 

▪ 50% are unable to find paid work 
▪ 70% are unaware of their after-care 

entitlements under the law 
▪ 48% of these young adults were from 

government-run institutions, 52% were 
from NGO-run institutions. 

▪ Out of the total care leavers, 55% were 
male and the rest were female. 

▪ Poor implementation of after-care 
provisions prescribed under the Juvenile 
Justice Act (JJ Act), 2015, for those who 
leave child care institutions on turning 
18.  

▪ 27% of children did not receive any form 
of aftercare support such as housing, 
medical facilities, legal awareness, or 
emotional support after they left their 
shelter home. 

▪ As many as 78% of them did not have 
health insurance, 

https://pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=102057
https://pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=102057
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/odisha-to-implement-centres-one-nation-one-ration-card-scheme/article29186403.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/odisha-to-implement-centres-one-nation-one-ration-card-scheme/article29186403.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/odisha-to-implement-centres-one-nation-one-ration-card-scheme/article29186403.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/odisha-to-implement-centres-one-nation-one-ration-card-scheme/article29186403.ece
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▪ ·         67% were not aware of these 
services and other schemes designed for 
them, 44% of them had never been 
consulted over their care and 
rehabilitation planning during their stay 
at a home, as is required under JJ Act. 

▪ Way forward – strengthening the 
community development mechanisms 
and strict implementation of JJ act, 2015 
which pertains to all the developmental 
needs of children is necessary. 

▪ Note: these data numbers in a place will 
be useful for quoting in answers. 

▪ https://www.thehindu.com/news/nation
al/after-shelters-children-unable-to-find-
work/article29214056.ece 

  

4)  13 states, UTs improve their 
water management practices 

▪ GS Paper II and III – Governance; 
environment conservation 

▪  NITI Aayog has revealed that 13 of the 27 
States and Union Territories have 
improved their water management 
practices from last year. 

 Composite Water Management Index 
▪ It is a ranking tool developed by the NITI 

Aayog. 
Aim –  
▪ at capturing how well States have done on 

groundwater and surface water 
restoration, implementing major and 
medium irrigation projects, watershed 
development, participatory irrigation 
management, on-farm water use, rural 
and urban water supply, and policy and 
governance.  There were 28 objective 
indicators that include determining 
whether the State had policies and 
infrastructure in place to conserve 
groundwater, or its performance in 
providing piped water to villages. 

 The findings – 
▪ Gujarat topped the rankings for the 

second year in a row with a score of 75 
out of a maximum possible 100. 

▪ Six States did worse than last year — with 
Delhi, which was evaluated for the first 
time this year garnering the lowest score. 

▪ 16 out of the 27 States and UTs assessed 
last year scored less than 50% of total 

achievable score, and remained in the 
‘low-performing’ category. 

▪ The 16 low-performing States collectively 
account for 48% of the population, 40% of 
agricultural produce, and 35% of 
economic output for India. 

▪ The average improvement among the 
low-performing States stood at 3.1 points, 
lower than the 5.2-point average 
improvement observed across States in 
the last three years. 

▪ Haryana, Goa and Uttarakhand made 
remarkable gains from last year. 

▪ Inference - there is an overall 
improvement in State performance, but 
severe disparities remain between states, 
and across themes. 

▪ States growing crops that consumed 
excess water need to refrain from doing 
so and progress would come about only 
through “inter-State cooperation.” Last 
year’s report stated nearly 600 million 
Indians faced high to extreme water 
stress and about 2Z, 00,000 people died 
every year due to inadequate access to 
safe water.  It warned of unsustainable 
groundwater extraction and loss to 
India's GDP if steps weren’t taken. 

▪ https://www.thehindu.com/news/nation
al/13-states-uts-improve-their-water-
management-
practices/article29236531.ece 

▪ https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePa
ge.aspx?PRID=1582772#targetText=NITI
%20Aayog%20first%20launched%20and
,competitive%20federalism%20among%
20the%20states.&targetT 

  

5) Taking a far east turn to 
deepen a friendship  

▪ GS PAPER II – International relations 
 Context –  
▪ Prime Minister is going to visit the city of 

Vladivostok as the guest of honour at 
Eastern Economic Forum (EEF) in 
September, 2019. It is expected that he 
would be announcing India’s plans to 
invest in Russia’s Far East, which lies in 
the Asian part of Russia.  

▪ This region is less developed than the 
country’s European areas and therefore 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/after-shelters-children-unable-to-find-work/article29214056.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/after-shelters-children-unable-to-find-work/article29214056.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/after-shelters-children-unable-to-find-work/article29214056.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/13-states-uts-improve-their-water-management-practices/article29236531.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/13-states-uts-improve-their-water-management-practices/article29236531.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/13-states-uts-improve-their-water-management-practices/article29236531.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/13-states-uts-improve-their-water-management-practices/article29236531.ece
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=1582772#targetText=NITI%20Aayog%20first%20launched%20and,competitive%20federalism%20among%20the%20states.&targetT
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=1582772#targetText=NITI%20Aayog%20first%20launched%20and,competitive%20federalism%20among%20the%20states.&targetT
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=1582772#targetText=NITI%20Aayog%20first%20launched%20and,competitive%20federalism%20among%20the%20states.&targetT
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=1582772#targetText=NITI%20Aayog%20first%20launched%20and,competitive%20federalism%20among%20the%20states.&targetT
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=1582772#targetText=NITI%20Aayog%20first%20launched%20and,competitive%20federalism%20among%20the%20states.&targetT
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as part of his ‘Pivot to Asia’ strategy.  As 
part of his ‘Pivot to Asia’ strategy, 
President Vladimir Putin is inviting 
foreign countries to invest in this region. 
The country’s outreach to Asian nations 
has especially gained momentum after the 
2014 Crimea crisis spoiled its relations 
with the West. 

▪ On the Indian side the importance of 
Indo-Pacific region has raised concern for 
Russia. Regional economic cooperation is 
the underlying theme behind this visit. 

 Multipolar Indo-Pacific 
▪ Russia has raised concern over the Indo-

Pacific region as a nomination of US. New 
Delhi, on its part, has maintained that 
Indo-Pacific is not targeted against any 
country and stands for inclusiveness and 
stability which was clarified in the Sochi 
informal summit in 2018 and later in 
Shangri-La dialogue. 

▪ This constant engagement has borne fruit 
and the two countries are now working 
for a multipolar Indo-Pacific. On the 
Russian side to curb hegimonisation of 
China in Eurasian region, it is deepening 
cooperation with Vietnam, Indonesia etc. 

▪ This has the Far East potential to become 
an anchor in deepening India-Russia 
cooperation; and the scope of ‘Act East 
policy’ of India. 

Areas of partnership and cooperation – 
▪ Energy – this part of Russia has vast 

swathes of renewable energy 
▪ Tourism 
▪ Agriculture 
▪ Diamond mining and alternative energy. 
▪ A bilateral business dialogue was 

included in the business programme of 
EEF in 2017 and, in 2018, 

▪ Simplified electronic visas to encourage 
tourism in the Far East. 

▪ New Delhi will also provide an annual 
grant of $10,000 to fund the study of 
Indology at the Centre of Regional and 
International Studies at Far Eastern 
Federal University. 

▪ Memorandum of Understanding has been 
signed between Amity University and Far 

Eastern Federal University to intensify 
cultural and academic exchanges in the 
areas of research and education. 

Significance –  
▪ A lack of manpower is one of the main 

problems faced by the Far East and Indian 
professionals like doctors, engineers and 
teachers can help in the region’s 
development. Presence of Indian 
manpower will also help in balancing 
Russian concerns over Chinese migration 
into the region. Further, India, one of the 
largest importers of timber, can find 
ample resources in the region. 

▪ Chennai-Vladivostok sea route that would 
allow India access to Russia’s Far East in 
24 days, compared to the 40 days taken 
by the current route via Suez Canal and 
Europe. This route would potentially add 
the required balance to peace and 
prosperity in South China Sea and could 
open new vistas for India, like the India-
Russia-Vietnam trilateral cooperation. 

 ‘Para diplomacy’  - 
▪  Indian States are being encouraged to 

develop relations with foreign countries. 
States like Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, 
Maharashtra, Haryana and Goa would be 
collaborating with Russian Provinces to 
increase trade and investments. A 
meeting between the heads of the regions 
of Russia and various Chief Ministers from 
Indian States may soon take place and this 
should become a regular feature. 

 Way forward –  
▪ In times when U.S. President Trump is 

interested in ‘deglobalisation’ and China is 
promoting ‘globalisation 2.0 with Chinese 
characteristics’, it makes sense for India 
and Russia to increase their areas of 
cooperation and trade in order to hedge 
against disruptive forces and make their 
ties sustainable. 

▪ https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-
ed/taking-a-far-east-turn-to-deepen-a-
friendship/article29224805.ece 

 
  

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/taking-a-far-east-turn-to-deepen-a-friendship/article29224805.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/taking-a-far-east-turn-to-deepen-a-friendship/article29224805.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/taking-a-far-east-turn-to-deepen-a-friendship/article29224805.ece
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ENVIRONMENT 

1) CITES- COP18 
Why in news? 
▪ A resolution calling for Japan and the 

European Union (EU) to close their legal 
domestic ivory markets was not adopted 
at the ongoing 18th Conference of Parties 
(CoP18) to the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered 
Species (CITES) in Geneva on August 21, 
2019. 

About CITES: 
▪ ▪CITES (the Convention on International 

Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 
Fauna and Flora) is an international 
agreement between governments. 

▪ Its aim is to ensure that international 
trade in specimens of wild animals and 

▪ Plants do not threaten their survival. 
▪ CITES was drafted as a result of a 

resolution adopted in 1963 at a meeting 
of members of IUCN (The World 
Conservation Union). 

▪ The text of the Convention was finally 
agreed at a meeting of representatives of 
80 countries in Washington, D.C., the 
United States of America, on 3 March 
1973, and on 1 July 1975 CITES entered in 
force. 

▪ CITES is an international agreement to 
which States and regional economic 
integration organizations adhere 
voluntarily. 

▪ States that have agreed to be bound by 
the Convention ('joined' CITES) are 
known as Parties. 

▪ CITES is legally binding on the Parties. 
▪ Headquarters is at Geneva, Switzerland. 
▪ It is administered by United Nations 

Environment Programme (UNEP) 
▪ The species covered by CITES are listed in 

three appendices on the degree of 
protection they require. 

▪ Appendix I include species threatened 
with extinction. Trade in specimens of 
these species is permitted only in 
exceptional circumstances. 

▪ Appendix II includes species not 
necessarily threatened with extinction, 

but in which trade must be controlled in 
order to avoid utilization incompatible 
with their survival. 

▪ Appendix III contains species that are 
protected in at least one country, which 
has asked other CITES Parties for 
assistance in controlling the trade. 
Changes to Appendix III follow a distinct 
procedure from changes to Appendices I 
and II, as each Party’s is entitled to make 
unilateral amendments to it. 

 

2) 20 more cities added to 
CPCB’s Polluted list 

Why in news? 
▪ The Central Pollution Control Board 

(CPCB) has added 20 more cities from 
eight states to the list of polluted cities 
which do not meet the National Ambient 
Air Quality Standards. 

 
▪ Though the previous list contained all 

major cities including Delhi, Mumbai, 
Lucknow, Kolkata, Bengaluru, Chandigarh, 
Ahmedabad, Jaipur, Patna and Hyderabad, 
the additional 20 are those which 
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remained outside the ambit of the NACs 
despite being severely polluted. 

▪ These additions, including eight from 
Andhra Pradesh and six from West 
Bengal, have expanded the list of non-
attainment cities (NACs) from 102 to 122. 

▪ The additional 20 cities are Anantapur, 
Chittoor, Eluru, Kadapa, Ongole, 
Rajahmundry, Srikakulam and 
Vizianagaram in Andhra Pradesh; 
Vadodara in Gujarat; Thane in 
Maharashtra; Kalinga Nagar in Odisha; 
Trichy in Tamil Nadu; Sangareddy in 
Telangana; Dehradun in Uttarakhand; and 
Asansol, Barrackpore, Durgapur, Haldia, 
Howrah and Raniganj in West Bengal. 

Background: 
▪ The Centre, under its National Clean Air 

Programme (NCAP) launched in January 
to take dedicated action in 102 cities, had 
set a national target of reducing key air 
pollutants PM10 and PM2.5 (particulate 
matters) by 20-30% by 2024  

▪ 2017 was taken as the base year. 
▪ https://m.economictimes.com/news/environ

ment/pollution/20-more-cities-added-to-

cpcbs-polluted-

list/articleshow/70721767.cms  
 

3) World Bank report on Water 
Pollution 

Why in news? 
▪ The world faces an invisible crisis of 

water quality that is eliminating one-third 
of potential economic growth in heavily 
polluted areas and threatening human 
and environmental well-being, according 
to a World Bank report. 

Highlights of the report: 
▪ lack of clean water limits economic 

growth by one-third 
▪ Clean water is a key factor for economic 

growth. Deteriorating water quality is 
stalling economic growth, worsening 
health conditions, reducing food 
production, and exacerbating poverty in 
many countries.” said World Bank Group 
President 

▪ When biological oxygen demand 
crosses a certain threshold, GDP growth 
in downstream regions drops by as much 

as a third because of impacts on health, 
agriculture, and ecosystems. 

▪ A key contributor to poor water quality is 
nitrogen, which, applied as fertilizer in 
agriculture, eventually enters rivers, lakes 
and oceans where it transforms into 
nitrates. 

▪ Early exposure of children to nitrates 
affects their growth and brain 
development, impacting their health and 
adult earning potential.  

▪ The run-off and release into water from 
every additional kilogram of nitrogen 
fertilizer per hectare can increase the 
level of childhood stunting by as much as 
19 percent and reduce future adult 
earnings by as much as 2 percent, 
compared to those who are not exposed. 

▪ As salinity in water and soil increases due 
to more intense droughts, storm surges 
and rising water extraction, agricultural 
yields fall.   

▪ The world is losing enough food to saline 
water each year to feed 170 million 
people. 

Way forward 
▪ The report recommends a set of actions 

that countries can take to improve water 
quality. These include:  

1. environmental policies and standards;  
2. accurate monitoring of pollution loads;  
3. effective enforcement systems;  
4. water treatment infrastructure supported 

with incentives for private investment; 
and  

5. Reliable, accurate information disclosure 
to households to inspire citizen 
engagement. 

What is biological oxygen demand? 
▪ BOD is the amount of dissolved oxygen 

needed by aerobic biological organisms to 
break down organic material in a water 
sample. 

▪ httpss://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press

-release/2019/08/20/worsening-water-

quality-reducing-economic-growth-by-a-

third-in-some-countries  

4) Sericin 
Why in news? 
▪ Scientists have discovered that a protein 

produced by silkworms, Sericin can be 

https://m.economictimes.com/news/environment/pollution/20-more-cities-added-to-cpcbs-polluted-list/articleshow/70721767.cms
https://m.economictimes.com/news/environment/pollution/20-more-cities-added-to-cpcbs-polluted-list/articleshow/70721767.cms
https://m.economictimes.com/news/environment/pollution/20-more-cities-added-to-cpcbs-polluted-list/articleshow/70721767.cms
https://m.economictimes.com/news/environment/pollution/20-more-cities-added-to-cpcbs-polluted-list/articleshow/70721767.cms
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/08/20/worsening-water-quality-reducing-economic-growth-by-a-third-in-some-countries
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/08/20/worsening-water-quality-reducing-economic-growth-by-a-third-in-some-countries
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/08/20/worsening-water-quality-reducing-economic-growth-by-a-third-in-some-countries
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/08/20/worsening-water-quality-reducing-economic-growth-by-a-third-in-some-countries
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used to develop a range of beauty and 
skincare products. 

About Sericin: 
▪ The protein, sericin, is known to possess 

anti-oxidant and other medicinal 
properties. 

▪  These properties depend on amino acid 
composition and secondary metabolites 
(polyphenols and flavonoids) of sericin. 

▪ They vary with source of silkworms and 
their availability depends on the length of 
sericin peptides obtained during 
extraction. 

▪ It could be used for protection from 
oxidative damage, edema, erythema, 
sunburn, premature aging, wrinkling, and 
skin cancer. 

▪ Processing of one ton fresh cocoons 
produces about 200 kilograms of sericin. 

▪ https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/health

/this-silk-protein-can-help-make-beauty-and-

skincare-products-66245  
 

5) Exchange plastic waste for 
free meal here 

Why in news? 
▪ The Municipal Corporation of Ambikapur, 

in Surguja district of Chhattisgarh, in a bid 
to spread awareness of curbing plastic 
use, feed the homeless and ragpickers, 
and empower poor women, is going to 
open a cafe soon where a kg of waste will 
fetch one a full meal, half a kg will get one 
a breakfast. 

About the initiative: 
▪ The Ambikpur city is the second cleanest 

in the country after Indore according to 
the Swachh Survekshan 2019 

▪ Poor women from both urban and rural 
areas are Ambikapur’s green warriors.  

▪ Under a three-tier segregation scheme, 
women, as part of self-help groups, collect 
waste door-to-door, segregate waste at 
the secondary level, before grading it into 
156 categories at the last stage. 

▪ Similar women will run the cafe. 
Similar initiatives: 
▪ In 2015, before a waste management plan 

kicked in, the city even laid a road mixing 
plastic waste in tar. 

▪ Plastic granules, when proportionately 
mixed with tar, can be used to lay roads 
was found out. 

▪ The Corporation trained poor women on 
waste segregation, customised waste 
collection rickshaws to carry segregated 
waste separately, spread awareness 
among stakeholders like businessmen and 
shopkeepers and set up 18 Solid Liquid 
Resource Management units. Councillors 
held awareness programmes in the 48 
wards on one day. 

▪ While wet waste in the second stage is 
sent to a manure unit and sold in the 
market, plastic granules are made at 
another unit after the tertiary stage and 
sold to a contractor willing to pay the 
most, selected under the tender system. 

▪ https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-

and-environment/exchange-plastic-waste-

for-free-meal-here/article29162524.ece  
 

6) India - largest emitter of SO2 
in the world 

Why in news? 
▪ According to a new analysis by 

Greenpeace, India is the largest emitter of 
SO2 in the world with more than 15% of 
all the anthropogenic sulphur dioxide 
(SO2) hotspots detected by NASA OMI 
(Ozone Monitoring Instrument) satellite. 

Highlights of the analysis: 
▪ The Greenpeace study finds that Singrauli, 

Neyveli, Talcher, Jharsuguda, Korba, 
Kutch, Chennai, Ramagundam, 
Chandrapur and Koradi are the major SO2 
emission hotspots in India. 

▪ The report also highlights other  hotspots 
across the globe with the Norilsk smelter 
complex in Russia as the largest SO2 
emission hotspot in the world, followed 
by Kriel in Mpumalanga province in South 
Africa and Zagroz in Iran. 

▪ The analysis drives home the fact that air 
pollution is a huge public health concern. 

▪ Most of the emissions in India is due to 
Coal burning. 

About SO2 emissions: 
▪ Emissions of sulphur dioxide (SO2) are a 

significant contributor to air pollution.   
▪ The largest source of SO2 in the 

atmosphere is the burning of fossil fuels 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/health/this-silk-protein-can-help-make-beauty-and-skincare-products-66245
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/health/this-silk-protein-can-help-make-beauty-and-skincare-products-66245
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/health/this-silk-protein-can-help-make-beauty-and-skincare-products-66245
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/exchange-plastic-waste-for-free-meal-here/article29162524.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/exchange-plastic-waste-for-free-meal-here/article29162524.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/exchange-plastic-waste-for-free-meal-here/article29162524.ece
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in power plants and other industrial 
facilities.  

▪ Other sources of SO2 emissions include 
processes such as extracting metal from 
ore;  running of locomotives, ships and 
other vehicles that burn fuel with a high 
sulphur content, along with natural 
sources such as volcanoes. 

Way forward: 
▪ It’s time for the polluting fuel of the past 

i.e., coal, to be phased out and make way 
for technology of the future.   

▪ Air pollution and the climate emergency 
share the same solution.  

▪ Governments across the world owe it to 
citizens to stop investing in fossil fuels 
and shift to safer, more sustainable 
sources of energy. 

▪ https://www.greenpeace.org/india/en/press/4

015/india-largest-so2-emitter-in-the-world-

says-greenpeaces-new-analysis/  
 

7) Everest climbers set to face 
new rules 

Why in news? 
▪ In an effort to address deadly human 

traffic jams on Mount Everest and weed 
out inexperienced climbers, Nepali 
officials formally proposed new safety 
rules that could significantly reduce the 
number of permits issued for the world’s 
highest peak. 

About the new safety rules: 
▪ climbers would have to prove that they 

have scaled another major peak. 

▪ tourism companies would be required to 
have at least three years’ experience 
organizing high-altitude expeditions 
before they can lead climbers on Everest 

▪ Clients of expedition companies would 
have to prove, before setting out, that they 
had paid at least $35,000 for the 
expedition. This is to discourage cost 
cutting that can put climbers’ lives at risk. 

▪ These are for ensuring a quality 
expedition. 

Nepal bans single use plastics on Everest 
region 

▪ Nepal will make the Everest region a 
plastic-free zone by 2020 by banning 
single-use plastics, a move that will curb 
excessive pollution on the highest point of 
the Earth’s surface. 

▪ The new rule will come into effect from 
January 1, 2020. 

▪ Nepal is also marking the “Visit Nepal” 
campaign next year which aims to draw 2 
million foreign visitors. 

Single Use Plastics 
▪ Single-use plastics, or disposable plastics, 

are used only once before they are thrown 
away or recycled. These items are things 
like plastic bags, straws, coffee stirrers, 
soda and water bottles and most food 
packaging. 

▪ https://www.thehindu.com/news/internati

onal/nepal-bans-single-use-plastics-on-

everest-region/article29219053.ece  
▪ https://www.thehindu.com/sci-

tech/energy-and-environment/everest-

climbers-set-to-face-new-

rules/article29103485.ece  
 
 
 

  

https://www.greenpeace.org/india/en/press/4015/india-largest-so2-emitter-in-the-world-says-greenpeaces-new-analysis/
https://www.greenpeace.org/india/en/press/4015/india-largest-so2-emitter-in-the-world-says-greenpeaces-new-analysis/
https://www.greenpeace.org/india/en/press/4015/india-largest-so2-emitter-in-the-world-says-greenpeaces-new-analysis/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/nepal-bans-single-use-plastics-on-everest-region/article29219053.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/nepal-bans-single-use-plastics-on-everest-region/article29219053.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/nepal-bans-single-use-plastics-on-everest-region/article29219053.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/everest-climbers-set-to-face-new-rules/article29103485.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/everest-climbers-set-to-face-new-rules/article29103485.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/everest-climbers-set-to-face-new-rules/article29103485.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/everest-climbers-set-to-face-new-rules/article29103485.ece
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ECONOMY  

1) Gold imports up 15.4% in 
April-July period 

What’s in the news? 
▪ India's gold imports have increased by 

15.4 percent to $13.16 billion during 
April-July. 

How import of Gold affects our 
economy? 

▪ India is the largest importer of gold. 
Import of gold increases the country’s 
Current Account Deficit (CAD), which 
means the value of goods and services we 
import exceeds the value of those we 
export.  

▪ Because of the rising gold imports, CAD 
increased to 2.1 percent of the GDP in 
2018-19 as against 1.8 percent in the 
previous year.  

▪ Importing huge amounts of gold using 
foreign exchange reserves depreciate the 
value of the rupee. This in turn makes key 
imports like crude oil more costly. 

▪ Investment in gold does not add much 
value to the productive capacity of the 
economy. They are either stored in bank 
lockers or get exchanged for making 
jewellery.  

▪ To mitigate the negative impact of gold 
imports, the government increased the 
import duty on gold to 12.5 percent from 
10 percent in this year's Budget. 

Government measures to increase 
productive use of Gold 

▪ Gold Monetization Scheme to bring out 
the gold lying idle in homes into the 
Indian Economy which would turn gold 
into a productive asset. Through this 
scheme, people can deposit their gold and 
can earn interest on it. 

▪ Sovereign Gold Bond scheme to reduce 
the demand for physical gold which offers 
the same benefits as of physical gold. The 
value of gold bond increases with the 
market rate of gold. 

 
▪ https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/

economy/policy/rbi-amends-gold-

monetisation-scheme-to-make-it-more-

attractive/articleshow/64499211.cms?from=

mdr 

2) SEBI simplifies norms for 
foreign investors 

What is Foreign Portfolio Investment? 
▪ Foreign portfolio investment (FPI) 

consists of financial assets such as stocks 
or bonds held by investors in another 
country.  

▪ It does not provide the investor with 
direct ownership of a company's assets, 
in contrast to Foreign Direct Investors 
(FDI).  

▪ FPI can enter the stock market easily and 
also withdraw from it easily. For this 
reason FPI is also known as hot money, 
as the investors have the liberty to sell it 
and take it back.  

Why in News? 
▪ The Securities and Exchange Board of 

India (SEBI) has eased the regulatory and 
compliance framework for foreign 
portfolio investors (FPI) by simplifying 
their registration, entry and know-your-
customer (KYC) norms in a bid to boost 
investments. 

Background 
▪ FPIs have been withdrawing from Indian 

market after the Union Budget 2019 had 
introduced higher tax surcharge paid by 
high net-worth individuals (HNIs).  

▪ In the past two months, FPIs have sold 
Indian shares worth $3.07 billion, while 
they were net buyers of shares worth 
$11.3 billion till June. 

3) Rupee hits eight-month low 
What is currency depreciation? 
▪ Currency Depreciation refers to a 

decrease in the value of the domestic 
currency in terms of a foreign currency. 

▪ It makes the domestic currency less 
valuable as a result of which more of it is 
required to buy the foreign currency. 

Why in News? 
▪ The rupee has depreciated to a eight-

month low of 71.81 a dollar. 
Factors causing the rupee to weaken 
▪ The U.S. threat to reimpose tariffs on 

China has led to depreciation of all 
emerging market currencies.  

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/rbi-amends-gold-monetisation-scheme-to-make-it-more-attractive/articleshow/64499211.cms?from=mdr
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/rbi-amends-gold-monetisation-scheme-to-make-it-more-attractive/articleshow/64499211.cms?from=mdr
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/rbi-amends-gold-monetisation-scheme-to-make-it-more-attractive/articleshow/64499211.cms?from=mdr
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/rbi-amends-gold-monetisation-scheme-to-make-it-more-attractive/articleshow/64499211.cms?from=mdr
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/rbi-amends-gold-monetisation-scheme-to-make-it-more-attractive/articleshow/64499211.cms?from=mdr
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Will it help our economy? 
▪ Depreciation of a currency usually 

helps in improving global export 
competitiveness of the country.  

▪ Indian Information technology and 
pharma companies may benefit from a 
weak rupee since most of their 
revenues come from foreign countries. 

The flip side 
▪ Depreciation of a currency makes 

imports costlier. Some imports cannot be 
cut down such as oil, which can 
negatively affect India's current account 
deficit. 

▪ The goods that use imported components 
such as computers, smartphones and cars 
also get more expensive. Almost all 
import-based industry and trade suffers. 

▪ https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/

economy/indicators/rupee-breaches-the-70-

mark-how-its-bad-and-how-its-

good/articleshow/65396908.cms?from=mdr 

4) Centre responds to downturn 
with steps to boost growth 

What’s in the news? 
▪ The government has announced several 

measures to reduce the burden on the 
private sector and boost growth. 

Surcharge on FPIs 
▪ Finance Minister announced the 

withdrawal of the additional surcharge on 
Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs) 
introduced in the Budget 2019. 

▪ The move may help reverse some of the 
foreign investment outflows and will 
likely strengthen the rupee. 

Recapitalisation 
▪ The government also announced capital 

infusion of Rs 70,000 crore in public 
sector banks. 

▪ The move is aimed at increasing private 
investment by facilitating greater credit 
disbursal by banks.  

CSR violations not to be treated as 
criminal offence 

▪ Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) is a 
management concept through which a 
company achieves a balance of economic, 
environmental and social imperatives 
(“Triple-Bottom-Line- Approach”). 

▪ Any company that has a net worth of at 
least Rs 500 crore, a turnover of Rs 1,000 

crore or a net profit of Rs 5 crore is 
obliged to spend 2% of its average profits 
over the last three years on CSR. 
Businesses can invest their profits in 
areas such as education, poverty, gender 
equality, and hunger. 

▪ Recent amendments to the Companies 
Act, 2013 mandated jail time of up to 
three years and fine for those companies 
and its officials that do not comply with 
the stated CSR norms. 

▪ In order to allay private sector concerns, 
the government has assured that it will 
not treat CSR violations as criminal 
offences. 

Development financial institution to 
fund infrastructure 

▪ Another major announcement is the 
government’s proposal to set up a 
development financial institution (DFI) to 
solve the infrastructure financing needs of 
the country. 

▪ DFIs are specialised development banks 
set up to support private sector 
development in developing countries.  

▪ DFIs are usually majority-owned by 
national governments and source their 
capital from national or international 
development funds or benefit from 
government guarantees. This ensures 
their creditworthiness, which enables 
them to raise large amounts of money and 
provide financing on very competitive 
terms. 

▪ The establishment of DFI will spur 
infrastructure projects since banks do not 
have the long-term funds to finance such 
projects. 

Measures to accelerate auto demand 
▪ In order to boost demand in the auto 

sector, the government deferred the 
proposed hike on registration fee of 
vehicles until June 2020. 

▪ The government also considering various 
measures including scrappage policy to 
support the auto sector. The scrappage 
policy, if implemented, is likely to give 
stimulus to customers to make new 
purchases supported by government 
incentives in place of their old vehicles. 

Angel Tax relief 
▪ Startups registered with the Department 

for Promotion of Industry and Internal 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/rupee-breaches-the-70-mark-how-its-bad-and-how-its-good/articleshow/65396908.cms?from=mdr
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/rupee-breaches-the-70-mark-how-its-bad-and-how-its-good/articleshow/65396908.cms?from=mdr
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/rupee-breaches-the-70-mark-how-its-bad-and-how-its-good/articleshow/65396908.cms?from=mdr
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/rupee-breaches-the-70-mark-how-its-bad-and-how-its-good/articleshow/65396908.cms?from=mdr
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Trade (DPIIT) are exempted from angel 
tax. 

▪ Angel tax is levied on the excess capital 
raised by an unlisted company through 
the issue of shares over and above the 
‘fair market value’ of those shares. This 
excess capital is treated as income and 
taxed accordingly.  

▪ It was problematic for start-ups, since 
their valuations were higher than the ‘fair 
market valuation’ arrived at by the tax 
officials. 

▪ https://www.oecd.org/dac/stats/development

-finance-institutions-private-sector-

development.htm 

https://www.oecd.org/dac/stats/development-finance-institutions-private-sector-development.htm
https://www.oecd.org/dac/stats/development-finance-institutions-private-sector-development.htm
https://www.oecd.org/dac/stats/development-finance-institutions-private-sector-development.htm
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International Relations  

1) India, Bhutan vow to 
strengthen ties, ink 10 MoUs 

What’s in the news? 
▪ Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited 

Bhutan and the two countries signed 10 
Memorandum of Understandings (MoU) 
in the fields of space research, aviation, IT, 
power and education 

▪ Mr. Modi and his Bhutanese counterpart 
Lotay Tshering inaugurated the 720 MW 
Mangdechhu hydroelectric power plant 
and also launched stamps to 
commemorate five decades of India-
Bhutan hydropower cooperation. 

▪ The leaders also launched the RuPay Card 
in Bhutan to enhance the relationship in 
digital payments, and trade and tourism.  

▪ Mr. Modi said that India is positive to 
increase the currency swap limit for 
Bhutan under the SAARC currency swap 
framework.  

SAARC currency swap framework 
▪ The currency swap arrangement enables 

SAARC nations to provide a line of funding 
for short term foreign exchange 
requirements or to meet balance of 
payments crises of other member 
countries.  

 

2) Myanmar not safe for return 
of Rohingya 

Who are Rohingya? 
▪ Rohingya are an ethnic group, largely 

comprising Muslims, who predominantly 
live in the Western Myanmar province of 
Rakhine. They speak a dialect of Bengali, 
as opposed to the commonly spoken 
Burmese language. 

▪ Though they have been living in the 
country for generations, Myanmar 
considers them as persons who migrated 
to their land during the Colonial rule. So, 
it has not granted Rohingyas full 
citizenship.  

▪ Since they are not citizens, their 
movements are restricted within the 
Rakhine state. 

2017 attack 
▪ In 2017, the Arakan Rohingya Salvation 

Army (ARSA), a Rohingya insurgent 
group, attacked police posts and an army 
base in Rakhine state.  

▪ The response by the Myanmar security 
forces has sent over 7,00,000 Rohingyas 
fleeing into Bangladesh and other 
neighbouring countries including India. 
Reports of villages being torched and 
civilian deaths have followed the militant 
attack. 

▪ The UN has termed the Rohingya's 
situation as the "world's fastest growing 
refugee crisis". 

India’s stand 
▪ According to the Ministry of Home Affairs, 

there are approximately 40,000 
Rohingyas living in India. They have 
reached India from Bangladesh through 
the land route over the years.  

▪ The government had previously informed 
that all the Rohingyas in India were 
“illegal immigrants” and they will be 
deported soon. 

▪ (A foreigner is considered to be an illegal 
immigrant under two circumstances. One, 
if they come into India without valid travel 
documents, or two, having come in legally, 
they stay beyond the time period permitted 
to them under their travel documents. 
Illegal migrants may be imprisoned or 
deported.) 

Why in News? 
▪ The UN Fact-Finding Mission on Myanmar 

reported that sexual violence by 
Myanmar’s military against Rohingya 
amounts to war crimes. 

▪ The mission added that conditions are not 
favourable for refugees to return to the 
country. 

▪ https://www.reuters.com/article/us-

myanmar-rohingya-timeline/two-years-on-a-

look-at-the-rohingya-crisis-

idUSKCN1VD044 
 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-rohingya-timeline/two-years-on-a-look-at-the-rohingya-crisis-idUSKCN1VD044
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-rohingya-timeline/two-years-on-a-look-at-the-rohingya-crisis-idUSKCN1VD044
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-rohingya-timeline/two-years-on-a-look-at-the-rohingya-crisis-idUSKCN1VD044
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-rohingya-timeline/two-years-on-a-look-at-the-rohingya-crisis-idUSKCN1VD044


15 
 

3) FATF Asia-Pacific Group 
blacklists Pakistan 

What is the Financial Action Task Force? 
▪ The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is 

an intergovernmental organization that 
designs and promotes policies and 
standards to combat financial crime.  

▪ Created in 1989 by the G7 countries, 
currently there are 38 members, 
including India and two regional 
organisations- European Commission and 
the Gulf Cooperation Council.  

Grey list and Black list of FATF 
▪ FATF maintains two different lists of 

countries: those that have deficiencies in 
their anti-money laundering and counter 
terrorist financing (AML/CTF) regimes 
but they commit to an action plan to 
address these loopholes, and those that 
do not end up doing enough. The former 
is commonly known as grey list and latter 
as blacklist. 

▪ As of now there are only two countries in 
the blacklist — Iran and North Korea — 
and seven on the grey list, including 
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Syria and Yemen. 

▪ While greylist includes countries which 
are considered as safe havens for 
supporting terror funding and money 
laundering, blacklisting will mean severe 
strictures on the countries banks and 
credit rating, as well as access to loans 
and foreign investments. 

▪ Pakistan has been under the FATF’s 
scanner since last June, when it was put 
on the greylist for terror financing and 
money laundering risks. 

Why in News? 
▪ The Asia Pacific Group (APG), one of the 

nine regional affiliates of FATF, has placed 
Pakistan in the “enhanced expedited 
follow-up list” (also known as the 
blacklist). 

▪ Pakistan was placed on the list after it 
failed to meet the required standards for 
combating terrorism and money 
laundering. 

▪ While the two processes are separate, the 
APG blacklisting would impair Pakistan’s 
chances at extricating itself from the FATF 
greylist. 

 

▪ https://www.fatf-gafi.org/publications/high-

riskandnon-

cooperativejurisdictions/?hf=10&b=0&s=de

sc(fatf_releasedate) 
 

4) U.K. to end EU free movement 
after Brexit 

What is Brexit? 
▪ Brexit ("British exit") refers to the United 

Kingdom's decision in a June 23, 2016 
referendum to leave the European Union 
(EU), which is a group of 28 countries that 
operates as a cohesive economic and 
political block. 

▪ The process of leaving the EU formally 
began on March 29, 2017, when the then 
British Prime Minister Therasa May 
triggered Article 50 of the Lisbon Treaty.  

▪ The UK had two years from that date to 
negotiate a new relationship with the EU. 

Article 50 of the Lisbon Treaty 
▪ It gives any EU member state the right to 

quit unilaterally, and outlines the 
procedure for doing so. It gives the 
leaving country two years to negotiate an 
exit deal and once it is set in motion it 
cannot be stopped except by unanimous 
consent of all member states. 

Withdrawal Agreement 
▪ The “Brexit deal” is a legally-binding text 

agreed to by the EU and UK government 
on November, 14, 2018. The deal sets the 
terms of the UK’s divorce from the EU and 
can only enter into force once ratified by 
the UK parliament. 

▪ But, the deal Therasa May negotiated with 
the EU was rejected by Britain's House of 
Commons. Britain has to ratify a 
withdrawal agreement with the EU before 
leaving if it wants to avoid a "no-deal" 
exit.  

When is the UK due to leave the EU? 
▪ The UK had been due to leave on 29 

March 2019, two years after it started the 
exit process. But as the UK MPs rejected 
the withdrawal agreement, EU leaders 
have now backed a six-month extension 
until 31 October 2019.  

Why do people oppose the deal? 
▪ There are a broad range of complaints, 

many of which claim the deal fails to give 

https://www.fatf-gafi.org/publications/high-riskandnon-cooperativejurisdictions/?hf=10&b=0&s=desc(fatf_releasedate)
https://www.fatf-gafi.org/publications/high-riskandnon-cooperativejurisdictions/?hf=10&b=0&s=desc(fatf_releasedate)
https://www.fatf-gafi.org/publications/high-riskandnon-cooperativejurisdictions/?hf=10&b=0&s=desc(fatf_releasedate)
https://www.fatf-gafi.org/publications/high-riskandnon-cooperativejurisdictions/?hf=10&b=0&s=desc(fatf_releasedate)
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back to the UK control of its own affairs 
from the EU. 

▪ One of the biggest sticking points has 
been over what happens at the Irish 
border. 

What is the ‘backstop’ plan? 

 
▪ Northern Ireland is part of the UK while 

the Republic of Ireland, which is not, will 
remain part of the EU after Brexit.  

▪ Under EU arrangements, it is currently 
easy for people and goods to cross the 
border between the Republic of Ireland 
and Northern Ireland, and there are fears 
that it will not remain so after Britain 
leaves.  

▪ Many also fear that barriers between the 
north and south could revive the tensions 
that prevailed during the 30-year conflict 
that ended in 1998.  

▪ To address this, the withdrawal 
agreement includes a “backstop” plan to 
ensure the border remains as smooth as 
possible until a trade deal between the UK 
and the EU is struck.  

▪ On the other hand, opponents believe that 
the backstop plan would leave the UK 
subject to EU regulation even after Brexit. 

Why in News? 
▪ Britain has announced that it will 

immediately end freedom of movement 
for people from the European Union after 
Brexit on October 31. 

▪ https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-

ireland-politics-44615404 
▪  

Thousands march in Hong Kong 

Ready to open Kartarpur Corridor, says 
Pakistan 

▪ The above topics were already covered in 
the previous Pulse edition (Pulse #10). 

  

https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-ireland-politics-44615404
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-ireland-politics-44615404
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SCIENCE and TECHNOLOGY 

1)  New Drugs for Ebola 
Why in News? 
▪ Two new drugs have shown remarkable 

promise at treating Ebola in a clinical 
trial, increasing survival rates for people 
who recently contracted the disease to 
between 89 and 94 percent. 

▪ They are REGN-EB3 and mAb114, which 
work by intravenously infusing a 
combination of monoclonal antibodies 
into the patient’s blood. 

▪ Intravenous means "within a vein." Most 
often it refers to giving medicines or 
fluids through a needle or tube inserted 
into a vein. This allows the medicine or 
fluid to enter your bloodstream right 
away. 

▪ Monoclonal antibodies are laboratory 
produced antibodies designed to 
recognise and bind to specific receptors 
found on the surface of cells. They are 
derived from natural antibodies, complex 
proteins derived from a single B cell made 
by the body's immunological defence 
system to recognise and fight foreign 
invaders such as bacteria and viruses. 

▪ Viral haemorrhagic fevers (VHFs) are a 
group of illnesses caused by four families 
of viruses. These include Ebola and 
Marburg, Lassa fever, and yellow fever 
viruses. VHFs have common features: 
they affect many organs, they damage the 
blood vessels, and they affect the body's 
ability to regulate itself. 

What is Ebola? 
▪ Ebola virus disease (EVD), formerly 

known as Ebola haemorrhagic fever, is a 
rare but severe, often fatal illness in 
humans. 

▪ The average EVD case fatality rate is 
around 50%. 

▪ The 2014–2016 outbreaks in West Africa 
was the largest Ebola outbreak since the 
virus was first discovered in 1976. The 
outbreak started in Guinea and then 
moved across land borders to Sierra 
Leone and Liberia. 

▪ The current 2018-2019 outbreak in 
eastern Democratic Republic of Congo 

(DRC) is highly complex, with insecurity 
adversely affecting public health response 
activities. 

Transmission: 
▪ It is thought that fruit bats of the 

Pteropodidae family are natural Ebola 
virus hosts. 

▪ Ebola is introduced into the human 
population through close contact with the 
blood, secretions, organs or other bodily 
fluids of infected animals such as fruit 
bats, chimpanzees, gorillas, monkeys, 
forest antelope or porcupines found ill or 
dead or in the rainforest. 

▪ Ebola then spreads through human-to-
human transmission via direct contact 
(through broken skin or mucous 
membranes) with: 

1. Blood or body fluids of a person who is 
sick with or has died from Ebola 

2. Objects that have been contaminated with 
body fluids (like blood, faeces, vomit) 
from a person sick with Ebola or the body 
of a person who died from Ebola 

Symptoms: 
▪ The incubation period, that is, the time 

interval from infection with the virus to 
onset of symptoms is from 2 to 21 days. 
A person infected with Ebola cannot 
spread the disease until they develop 
symptoms. 

▪ Symptoms of EVD can be sudden and 
include Fever, Fatigue, Muscle pain, 
Headache, Sore throat 

▪ This is followed by Vomiting, Diarrhoea, 
Rash, Symptoms of impaired kidney and 
liver function, In some cases, both internal 
and external bleeding (for example, 
oozing from the gums, or blood in the 
stools), low white blood cell and platelet 
counts and elevated liver enzymes 

Source: 
▪ https://www.theverge.com/2019/8/15/20806

246/ebola-cure-outbreak-drug-development-

congo-clinical-trial 
▪ https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-

sheets/detail/ebola-virus-disease 

https://www.theverge.com/2019/8/15/20806246/ebola-cure-outbreak-drug-development-congo-clinical-trial
https://www.theverge.com/2019/8/15/20806246/ebola-cure-outbreak-drug-development-congo-clinical-trial
https://www.theverge.com/2019/8/15/20806246/ebola-cure-outbreak-drug-development-congo-clinical-trial
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/ebola-virus-disease
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/ebola-virus-disease
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▪ https://www.whatisbiotechnology.org/index.

php/science/summary/mabs/monoclonal-

antibodies-comprise-a-third-of-all-new-

drugs 
▪ https://medlineplus.gov/ency/article/002383.

htm 
▪ https://medlineplus.gov/hemorrhagicfevers.h

tml 
 

2) ULTRASAT - Ultraviolet 
Transient Astronomy Satellite 

Why in News? 
▪ Israel’s Weizmann Institute of Science 

announced that it is building a “next-gen” 
satellite - Ultrasat, along with Israel 
Space Agency. 

▪ It is set for launch in 2023. 
What is ULTRASAT? 
▪ ULTRASAT is a scientific mini-satellite 

carrying a telescope with an 
unprecedentedly large field of view (210 
squared degrees) observing in the 
ultraviolet. 

▪ ULTRASAT will revolutionize our 
understanding of the hot transient 
universe: the extra-Galactic volume, that 
will be accessible to ULTRASAT for the 
discovery of transient sources, is 300 
times larger than that of the most 
sensitive UV satellite to date, GALEX, and 
comparable to that of the largest ground-
based optical transient survey planned to 
begin operation in 2022, LSST. 

▪ GALEX - The Galaxy Evolution Explorer 
satellite was a NASA mission (active from 
2003 to 2012) led by the California 
Institute of Technology, whose primary 
goal was to investigate how star 
formation in galaxies evolved from the 
early Universe up to the present. GALEX 
used microchannel plate detectors to 
obtain direct images in the near-UV (NUV) 
and far-UV (FUV), and a grism to disperse 
light for low resolution spectroscopy. 

▪ LSST - The Large Synoptic Survey 
Telescope is a new kind of telescope. 
Currently under construction in Chile, it is 
being built to rapidly survey the night-
time sky. Compact and nimble, the LSST 
will move quickly between images, yet its 
large mirror and large field of view work 
together to deliver more light from faint 

astronomical objects than any optical 
telescope in the world. 

Source: 
▪ http://www.weizmann.ac.il/ultrasat/home-0 
▪ https://archive.stsci.edu/missions-and-

data/galex-1/ 
▪ https://www.lsst.org/lsst/ 

3) Species Discovery 
Why in News? 
▪ Scientists of the Zoological Survey of 

India have discovered two new species of 
freshwater fish from the north-eastern 
and northern parts of the country. 

▪ While Glyptothorax gopii, a new species 
of catfish was found in Mizoram’s 
Kaladan river, Garra simbalbaraensis 
was found in Himachal Pradesh’s 
Simbalbara river. 

▪ Both fish, measuring less than seven 
centimetres, are hill stream fauna and 
are equipped with special morphological 
features to suit rapid water flow. 

Glyptothorax gopii: 

 
▪ It is dark brown on its dorsal surface, and 

its ventral surface is of a yellowish-light 
brown. 

▪ It has an axe-shaped anterior nuchal plate 
(bone below dorsal fin), which makes it 
distinct from other species of the genus 
Glyptothorax. 

▪ The elliptical thoracic adhesive apparatus 
and plicae (folds of tissue) present on the 
ventral surfaces of the pectoral-fin spine 
help the fish cling to rocks. 

▪ It has been named to celebrate the 
contribution of taxonomist K.C. Gopi. 

Garra simbalbaraensis: 

▪  
▪ It has a yellowish-grey colour fading 

ventrally. 

https://www.whatisbiotechnology.org/index.php/science/summary/mabs/monoclonal-antibodies-comprise-a-third-of-all-new-drugs
https://www.whatisbiotechnology.org/index.php/science/summary/mabs/monoclonal-antibodies-comprise-a-third-of-all-new-drugs
https://www.whatisbiotechnology.org/index.php/science/summary/mabs/monoclonal-antibodies-comprise-a-third-of-all-new-drugs
https://www.whatisbiotechnology.org/index.php/science/summary/mabs/monoclonal-antibodies-comprise-a-third-of-all-new-drugs
https://medlineplus.gov/ency/article/002383.htm
https://medlineplus.gov/ency/article/002383.htm
https://medlineplus.gov/hemorrhagicfevers.html
https://medlineplus.gov/hemorrhagicfevers.html
http://www.weizmann.ac.il/ultrasat/home-0
https://archive.stsci.edu/missions-and-data/galex-1/
https://archive.stsci.edu/missions-and-data/galex-1/
https://www.lsst.org/lsst/
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▪ It has a prominent unilobed and rounded 
proboscis with tubercles that help the fish 
in manoeuvrability. 

▪ It has been after the Simbalbara river in 
Himachal Pradesh 

Source: 
▪ https://www.thehindu.com/sci-

tech/science/new-species-of-freshwater-fish-

found/article29121424.ece 
 

4) Inferences from fossil 
findings of Kutch 

What is the news? 
▪ The hot arid desert of Kutch was once a 

humid sub-tropical forest with a variety 
of birds, freshwater fish and possibly 
giraffes and rhinos - a team of Indian and 
French researchers has concluded. 

▪ Their conclusions are based on the 
discovery of a tranche of vertebrate 
fossils from nearly 14 million years ago 
in the geological time period of Miocene. 
After the discovery, it took nearly 12 
years for analysis. 

▪ Miocene – 25 to 13 million years ago – 
geological epoch of ‘Tertiary’ period in 
‘Cenozoic’ era 

▪ The fossils, consisting mostly of ribs, and 
parts of teeth and bones, were unearthed 
from Palasava village of Rapar taluk in 
Kutch, Gujarat. 

▪ The bulk of fossils unearthed in Kutch 
have so far been mainly marine 
organisms, due to their proximity to the 
Arabian Sea. 

▪ Geological changes eventually closed off 
the salt-flats’ connection to the sea and 
the region turned into a large lake, 
eventually becoming salty wetlands. 

Significance of the findings 
▪ The findings point to clues on how 

mammals dispersed between Africa 
and the Indian subcontinent when part 
of India was in the Gondwanaland 
supercontinent that existed nearly 300 
million years ago. 

▪  Kutch is a potential treasure trove of 
mammal fossils with possible continuity 
to vertebrate fossils in the Siwalik, 
spanning Pakistan to Nepal. 

Source: 
▪ https://www.thehindu.com/sci-

tech/science/fossils-show-kutch-desert-was-

once-a-forest/article29215598.ece 

5) Humanoid robot sent into 
space 

Why in News? 
▪ The first Russian spacecraft to be 

commanded by a humanoid robot failed 
to dock (24/08/19) at the International 
Space Station (ISS). 

Background 
▪ A FEDOR (Final Experimental 

Demonstration Object Research) robot 
was on board Soyuz MS-14 spacecraft on 
a planned two-week mission to support 
the ISS crew and test its skills. 

▪ The Skybot F-850 (name given to the 
FEDOR) is the first humanoid robot sent 
to space by Russia and is the first robot to 
take a human pilot’s place in a Soyuz 
spacecraft. 

▪ FEDOR or Feodor is a Russian humanoid 
robot that replicates movements of a 
remote operator as well as performs a 
limited set of actions autonomously. It is 
the size of a human. 

▪  ISS - The International Space Station 
(ISS) is the largest single structure 
humans ever put into space. Its main 
construction was completed between 
1998 and 2011, although the station 
continually evolves to include new 
missions and experiments. It has been 
continuously occupied since Nov. 2, 
2000.  It is a joint project of the space 
agencies of the United States, Russia, 
Europe, Japan and Canada. 

▪  Robots that went to space 
o In 2011, NASA sent up Robonaut 2, a 

humanoid robot developed with General 
Motors to work in high-risk 
environments. 

o In 2013, Japan sent up a small robot called 
Kirobo along with the ISS's first Japanese 
space commander. Developed with 
Toyota, it was able to hold conversations 
— albeit only in Japanese. 

Source: 
▪ https://www.independent.co.uk/life-

style/gadgets-and-tech/russian-robot-

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/new-species-of-freshwater-fish-found/article29121424.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/new-species-of-freshwater-fish-found/article29121424.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/new-species-of-freshwater-fish-found/article29121424.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/fossils-show-kutch-desert-was-once-a-forest/article29215598.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/fossils-show-kutch-desert-was-once-a-forest/article29215598.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/fossils-show-kutch-desert-was-once-a-forest/article29215598.ece
https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/gadgets-and-tech/russian-robot-spacecraft-humanoid-iss-soyuz-fedor-nasa-a9077251.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/gadgets-and-tech/russian-robot-spacecraft-humanoid-iss-soyuz-fedor-nasa-a9077251.html
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spacecraft-humanoid-iss-soyuz-fedor-nasa-

a9077251.html 
▪ https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/FEDOR_(robot

) 
▪ https://www.space.com/16748-international-

space-station.html 
▪ https://www.thehindu.com/sci-

tech/science/russia-sends-its-first-humanoid-

robot-fedor-into-space/article29220831.ece 

 

6). Floating Nuclear Reactor in 
Arctic 

Why in News? 
▪ Russia has launched a pioneering floating 

nuclear power station, Akademik 
Lomonosov, which will sail 5,000km 
(3,000 miles) from the Arctic port of 
Murmansk to Chukotka in the far east. 

Purpose of Akademik Lomonosov 
▪ The nuclear agency Rosenergoatom says 

the Akademik Lomonosov's mobility will 
boost the power supply to remote 
areas. 

▪ One of its targets is to power the Chaun-
Bilibin mining complex in Chukotka, 
which includes gold mines. 

▪ The Akademik Lomonosov is also 
destined to supply electricity to offshore 
oil rigs in Russia's Arctic. 

▪ Another idea is to hook it up to a 
desalination plant, to produce fresh 
water, and in future island states could 
benefit from such power stations. 

Concerns 
▪ Greenpeace sees the project as high-risk, 

in a harsh weather environment. 
▪ Critics including Greenpeace warn that 

the Akademik Lomonosov's mission 
increases the risk of polluting the Arctic 
- a remote, sparsely-populated region 
with no big clean-up facilities. 

▪ The launch comes just two weeks after a 
nuclear-powered engine blew up on a 
Russian naval test range in the Arctic, 

killing five nuclear engineers and 
releasing radiation. 

▪ The floating power station's highly 
radioactive spent fuel will be stored on 
board. 

  
Source: 
▪ https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-

49446235 
 

 

 

  

https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/gadgets-and-tech/russian-robot-spacecraft-humanoid-iss-soyuz-fedor-nasa-a9077251.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/gadgets-and-tech/russian-robot-spacecraft-humanoid-iss-soyuz-fedor-nasa-a9077251.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/FEDOR_(robot)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/FEDOR_(robot)
https://www.space.com/16748-international-space-station.html
https://www.space.com/16748-international-space-station.html
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/russia-sends-its-first-humanoid-robot-fedor-into-space/article29220831.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/russia-sends-its-first-humanoid-robot-fedor-into-space/article29220831.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/russia-sends-its-first-humanoid-robot-fedor-into-space/article29220831.ece
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-49446235
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-49446235
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PIB ANALYSIS 

1) Aadi Mahotsav 
General Studies-I: Indian Heritage and 

Culture 
Significance of the event: 
▪ As the name of this event Aadi Mahotsav 

suggests, it is it’s ‘Adi’ factor that is 
important about them. The Adivasi way of 
life is guided by primal truths, eternal 
values and a natural simplicity. The 
greatness of the tribes lies in this that 
they have managed to retain the primal 
skills and natural simplicity. Their 
creations issue from the depths of time. 
This quality gives their arts and crafts a 
timeless appeal. The crudest tribal 
handicraft instantly touches a primal 
instinct in all of us. This is particularly 
true in tribal music and dance. 

 

Mahotsav is also covering to identify: 
▪ Food and Forest Products, which can be 

processed, value added and marketed 
under the Van Dhan Scheme of the 
Ministry of Tribal Affairs 

▪ Artisans and master craftsmen and 
women of Ladakh for empanelling them 
as suppliers of TRIBES India . 

▪ These products can then be marketed all 
over the Country through the 104 retail 
outlets run by TRIBES India across the 
country and 190 countries across the 
world through AMAZON, with whom 
TRIBES India has an agreement. 

Why in News? 
▪ Aadi Mahotsav (National Tribal Festival), 

a joint initiative of Ministry of Tribal 
Affairs, Government of India & Tribal 
Cooperative Marketing Development 
Federation of India (TRIFED) begins at 
Leh-Ladakh. 

▪ The first of its kind event in Leh-Ladakh 
will see around 160 Tribal artisans from 
more than 20 states across the country, 
actively participating and showcasing 
their masterpieces. 

Source: 
▪ https://pib.gov.in/newsite/erelease.aspx 

▪ https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?

PRID=1582131 

 

2) Four New Products get GI Tag 
▪ General Studies-III: Technology, 

Economic Development, Biodiversity, 
Environment. 

What is a GI indication? 
▪ GI is an indication used on products that 

have a specific geographical origin and 
possess qualities or a reputation that are 
due to that origin. Such a name conveys 
an assurance of quality and 
distinctiveness which is essentially 
attributable to its origin in that defined 
geographical locality. 

▪ GI products can benefit the rural economy 
in remote areas, by supplementing the 
incomes of artisans, farmers, weavers and 
craftsmen. India’s rural artisans possess 
unique skills and knowledge of traditional 
practices and methods, passed down from 
generation to generation, which need to 
be protected and promoted. 

Palani Panchamirtham 
▪ Palani Panchamirtham, an abishega 

Prasadam, from Palani Town is one of the 
main offerings in the Abishegam of Lord 
Dhandayuthapani Swamy, situated in 
palani Hills, Tamil Nadu. 

https://pib.gov.in/newsite/erelease.aspx
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1582131
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1582131
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▪ It is a combination of five natural 
substances, namely, bananas, jaggery 
sugar, cow ghee, honey and cardamom in 
a definite proportion. It is prepared in a 
natural method without addition of any 
preservatives or artificial ingredients and 
is well known for its religious fervour and 
gaiety. 

▪ This is the first time a temple ‘prasadam’ 
from Tamil Nadu has been bestowed with 
the GI tag. 

Tawlhlohpuan 
▪ Tawlhlohpuan, a medium to heavy, 

compactly woven, good quality fabric 
from Mizoram is known for warp yarns, 
warping, weaving & intricate designs that 
are made by hand. 

▪ Tawlhloh, in Mizo language, means 'to 
stand firm or not to move backward’. 
Tawlhlohpuan, which holds high 
significance in the Mizo society, is 
produced throughout the state of 
Mizoram, Aizawl and Thenzawl town 
being the main centre of production. 

 

Mizo Puanchei 
▪ Mizo Puanchei, a colourful Mizo 

shawl/textile, from Mizoram, is 
considered as the most colourful among 
the Mizo textiles. It is an essential 
possession for every Mizo lady and an 
important marriage outfit in the state. 

▪ It is also the most commonly used 
costume in Mizo festive dances and 
official ceremonies. The weavers insert 
the designs and motifs by using 
supplementary yarns while weaving to 
create this beautiful and alluring textile. 

Tirur betel 
▪ Tirur betel vine from Kerala, which is 

mainly cultivated in Tirur, Tanur, 
Tirurangadi, Kuttippuram, Malappuram 
and Vengara block panchayats of 
Malappuram District, is valued both for its 
mild stimulant action and medicinal 
properties. 

▪ Even though it is commonly used for 
making pan masala for chewing, it has 
many medicinal, industrial and cultural 
usages and  is considered as a remedy for 
bad breath and digestive disorders. 

Why in News? 
▪ The Geographical Indication (GI) under 

the Department for Promotion of Industry 
and Internal Trade has recently registered 
4 new GIs. Palani Panchamirtham from 
Palani Town in Dindigul District of Tamil 
Nadu State, Tawlhlohpuan and Mizo 
Puanchei from the state of Mizoram and 
Tirur Betel leaf from Kerala are the latest 
additions to the list of registered GIs. 

Source: 
▪  https://pib.gov.in/Pressreleaseshare.aspx?

PRID=1582173 

 

3) Know India Programme 
▪ General Studies- II:  Indian diaspora 
About: 
▪ The Know India Programme (KIP) is an 

important initiative of the Government of 
India with an aim to engage and make the 
students and young professionals of India 
Diaspora in the age group of 18-30 years, 
feel a sense of connect with their 
motherland and to be motivated and 
inspired by the transformation taking 
place in India. 

▪ The objective of KIP is also to give them 
an exposure to various aspects of 
contemporary India’s forms of art, 
heritage and culture and to promote the 
awareness on different facets of life in 
India and the progress made by the 
country in various fields such as Industry, 
Education, Science & Technology, 
Information & Communication 
Technology, Climate and Power & 
Renewable Energy etc.  

https://pib.gov.in/Pressreleaseshare.aspx?PRID=1582173
https://pib.gov.in/Pressreleaseshare.aspx?PRID=1582173
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Features: 
▪ In 2016, the scheme was revamped to 

increase duration from 21 to 25 days, 
with a 10-day visit to one or two States 
and preference given to PIOs from 
Girmitiya countries. Since 2016, six KIPs 
are being organised in a year. 

▪ A maximum of 40 Indian Diaspora youth 
are selected for each programme and 
provided full hospitality in India.  

Who are Girmitiyas? 
▪ “Girmitiyas” or Indentured Labourers, is 

the name given the Indians who left India 
in the middle and late 19th Century to 
serve as labourers in the British colonies, 
where the majority eventually 
settled.Mauritius, Fiji, Suriname, Guyana, 
Trinidad & Tobago are known as 
Girmitiya Countries.  

Why in News? 
▪ A group of Indian Origin youth have 

visited India under the 54th Edition of 
‘Know India Programme’ (KIP). The 54th 
KIP is scheduled from 1st August to 25th 
August, 2019 in association with the 
partner states of Punjab and Haryana. 

Source: 
▪ https://pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintRelease.as

px?relid=192668 

4) Committee to Review 
Defence Procurement 

▪ General Studies-III: Security  challenges 
and their management 

About the committee: 
▪ The Committee has been setup under the 

Chairmanship of Director General 
(Acquisition). Apart from DG 
(Acquisition), 11 other members, not 
below the rank of Joint Secretary/Major 
General equivalent, are part of this high-
level committee. 

Terms of reference of the Committee 
include: 

▪ Revise the procedures as given in Defence 
Procurement Procedure (DPP) 2016 and 
Defence Procurement Manual (DPM) 
2009, so as to remove procedural 
bottlenecks and hasten defence 
acquisition. 

▪ Align and standardise the provisions in 
the DPP 2016 and DPM 2009, wherever 

applicable, to optimise life cycle support 
for equipment. 

▪ Include provisions to promote Indian 
start-ups and research & development. 

▪ Why in News? 

▪ Defence Minister has approved setting up 
of a Committee to review the Defence 
Procurement Procedure (DPP) to 
strengthen ‘Make in India’. 

▪ Source: 

▪ https://pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintRelease.as

px?relid=192686 

 

5) National Maritime Domain 
Awareness (NMDA) 
▪ General Studies-III: 

Security  challenges and their 
management 

▪ About: 

▪ The two centres are under the National 
Maritime Domain Awareness (NMDA) 
Project. The NMDA project was launched 
in accordance with the vision of PM Modi 
on SAGAR (Security And Growth for All in 
the Region). 

▪ The IMAC monitors movement of more 
than 120,000 ships a year passing 
through the Indian Ocean. It collects 
shipping information, analysing traffic 
patterns and sharing the inputs with the 
user agencies. 

▪ IFC-IOR is a collaborative initiative by the 
Indian Navy in coordination with partner 
nations and multinational maritime 
agencies to enhance Maritime Domain 
Awareness and Maritime Security. The 
Centre is likely to host International 
Liaison Officers from the partner nations 
in the near future.  

Why in News? 
▪ Defence Minister Rajnath Singh visited 

the Information Management and 
Analysis Centre (IMAC) and Information 

https://pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=192668
https://pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=192668
https://pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=192686
https://pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=192686


24 
 

Fusion Centre – Indian Ocean Region (IFC-
IOR) located at Gurugram. 

Source: 
▪ https://pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintRelease.as

px?relid=192709 
▪ https://www.business-

standard.com/article/news-cm/defence-

minister-reviews-functioning-of-imac-

and-ifc-ior-119082000198_1.html 
 

6) National Sports Awards -
2019 

About the awards: 
▪ National Sports Awards are given every 

year to recognize and reward excellence 
in sports. 

▪ Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award is given 
for the spectacular and most outstanding 
performance in the field of sports by a 
sportsperson over a period of four year, 

▪ Arjuna Award is given for consistently 
outstanding performance for four years, 

▪ Dronacharya Award for coaches is given 
for producing medal winners at 
prestigious International sports events. 

▪  

▪ Dhyan Chand Award for lifetime 
contribution to sports development and 
Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puruskar are 
given to the corporate entities (both in 
private and public sector) and individuals 
who have played a visible role in the area 
of sports promotion and development. 

Overall top performing university in 
inter-university tournaments is given 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad (MAKA) 
Trophy. 

▪ The awardees will receive their awards 
from the President of India at a specially 
organized function at the Rashtrapati 
Bhawan.  

Why in News? 
▪ National Sports Awards -2019 announced 

Bajrang Punia and Deepa Malik to get 
Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award. 

▪ Source: 
▪ https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframe

Page.aspx?PRID=1582410 
 

7) Iron Age Settlement at 
Phupgaon 

▪ General Studies-I: Indian Heritage and 
Cultur 

Significance of the site: 
▪ The excavation indicates the presence of 

sedentary (permanent) settlement, 
belonging to the Iron Age of Vidarbha. 

▪ The finding from Phupgaon indicates its 
contemporaneity with other Iron Age 
settlements of Vidarbha like Naikund, 
Mahurjhari, Bhagimori and Thakalkat. 

Where is it located? 
▪ The team of ASI took up an intensive 

survey in the region between Chandur 
Bazar to Dariyapur of Purna basin at 
Phupgaon, Amravati district of 
Maharashtra.  

▪ The site is situated in the vast meander of 
the river Purna, a major tributary of Tapi, 
which used to be a perennial river, but at 
present is completely dried-up due to the 
dam construction in the upper stream.  

 

Findings:   
▪ A total of 9 trenches were taken for 

excavations, which brought to light the 

https://pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=192709
https://pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=192709
https://www.business-standard.com/article/news-cm/defence-minister-reviews-functioning-of-imac-and-ifc-ior-119082000198_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/article/news-cm/defence-minister-reviews-functioning-of-imac-and-ifc-ior-119082000198_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/article/news-cm/defence-minister-reviews-functioning-of-imac-and-ifc-ior-119082000198_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/article/news-cm/defence-minister-reviews-functioning-of-imac-and-ifc-ior-119082000198_1.html
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=1582410
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=1582410
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house remains and other associated 
features like hearth, post-holes and 
artefacts. 

▪ The excavation also exposed antiquities 
like beads of agate-carnelian, jasper, 
quartz and agate were collected in large 
quantities. Iron, Copper objects have also 
been collected from all the trenches. Large 
quantity of graffiti marks had been 
observed on the potsherds. 

▪ Chronologically, the site could be placed 
between 7th Century BCE and 4th Century 
BCE. 

Why in News? 
▪ The recent excavation carried out by the 

Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) at 
Maharashtra’s Phupgaon has revealed 
evidence of an Iron Age settlement in the 
Vidarbha region. 

▪ Source: 
▪ https://pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintRelea

se.aspx?relid=192753 

 

  

https://pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=192753
https://pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=192753
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News in Depth 

AIR NEWS  

1) Chardham highway project 
▪ General Studies-III: Technology, Economic 

Development, Environment. 
About Chardham Yatra: 
▪ In the great Himalayas in Uttarakhand, 

the four pilgrim-destinations namely 
Yamunotri, Gangotri, Kedarnath and 
Badrinath are collectively known as 
Chardham.Traditionally, this pilgrimage 
tour should begin from the West and end 
in the East. Thus, the Char Dham Yatra 
commences from Yamunotri, then 
proceed to Gangotri and finally to 
Kedarnath and Badrinath. 

 
▪ Each of these four sites is devoted to a 

specific deity. 
▪ Yamunotri is dedicated to the Goddess 

‘Yamuna’. Yamunotri stands high up in the 

deep left on the western face of the 
Bandarpunch Peak. 

▪ Gangotri is dedicated to Goddess ‘Ganga’. 
The shrine overlooks the River Bhagirathi. 

▪ Kedarnath is dedicated to Lord Shiva and 
is also a part of the Panch Kedar. It is the 
northernmost Jyotirlinga and is close to 
the source of the holy River Mandakini. 

▪ Badrinath is dedicated to Lord Vishnu. It 
is situated on the bank of the River 
Alaknanda. 

Why in News? 
▪ The Supreme Court has cleared the 

Chardham highway project, which will 
connect four holy places of Uttarakhand 
through 900-km all-weather roads. 

Source: 
▪ http://www.newsonair.com/News?titl

e=SC-clears-Chardham-highway-
project%2c-forms-fresh-panel-to-look-
into-environmental-
concerns&id=370213 

▪ http://www.bvmlu.org/chardhama/in
dex.html 

 

2) Photo-Dynamic Therapy 
▪ General Studies-III: Science and 

Technology- developments and their 
applications 

About: 
▪ Photodynamic therapy (PDT) is a 

treatment that uses special drugs, called 
photosensitizing agents, along with light 
to kill cancer cells. The drugs only work 
after they have been activated or “turned 
on” by certain kinds of light. PDT may also 
be called photoradiation therapy, 
phototherapy, or photochemotherapy. 

Features: 

http://www.newsonair.com/News?title=SC-clears-Chardham-highway-project%2c-forms-fresh-panel-to-look-into-environmental-concerns&id=370213
http://www.newsonair.com/News?title=SC-clears-Chardham-highway-project%2c-forms-fresh-panel-to-look-into-environmental-concerns&id=370213
http://www.newsonair.com/News?title=SC-clears-Chardham-highway-project%2c-forms-fresh-panel-to-look-into-environmental-concerns&id=370213
http://www.newsonair.com/News?title=SC-clears-Chardham-highway-project%2c-forms-fresh-panel-to-look-into-environmental-concerns&id=370213
http://www.newsonair.com/News?title=SC-clears-Chardham-highway-project%2c-forms-fresh-panel-to-look-into-environmental-concerns&id=370213
http://www.bvmlu.org/chardhama/index.html
http://www.bvmlu.org/chardhama/index.html
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▪ Light-based or photo-dynamic therapy is 
already a clinically-approved treatment, 
which uses drugs that only work when 
exposed to light to destroy cancer cells.  

▪ However, many of these drugs are 
frequently toxic even without light, 
causing many side effects in patients and 
leading to treatment failure.  

▪ Now, researchers in the UK have sought 
to improve these drugs by using small 
carbon dots as a way to get the drug to the 
tumour.  

▪ Carbon dots are fluorescent nanoparticles 
with very little toxicity, making them 
extremely useful for this application.  

Why in News? 
▪ Researchers in the UK have developed a 

new technique that could make light-
based cancer treatment more effective 
and safer for patients while reducing its 
cost. 

Source: 
▪ http://www.newsonair.com/News?titl

e=UK-Researchers-develop-new-
technique-to-make-cancer-treatment-
more-effective%2c-
affordable&id=370263 

▪ https://www.cancer.org/treatment/tr
eatments-and-side-effects/treatment-
types/photodynamic-therapy.html 

 

3) Okjokull Glacier 
▪ General Studies-I: Geography of the 

World  
About Okjokull Glacier: 
▪ The Okjokull glacier was officially 

declared dead in 2014 at the age of 700 by 
the Icelandic Meteorological Office when 
it was no longer thick enough to move. 

▪ What once was glacier has been reduced 
to a small patch of ice atop a volcano. 
Okjokull is the first Icelandic glacier to 
lose its status as glacier. 

▪ The plaque is also labelled "415 ppm 
CO2,'' referring to the record level of 
carbon dioxide measured in the 
atmosphere last May.  

▪  
Why in News? 
▪ In Iceland, the loss of Okjokull glacier was 

commemorated by people with a plaque. 
Iceland loses about 11 billion tonnes of ice 
per year, and scientists fear that all of the 
island country's 400-plus glaciers will be 
gone by 2200.  

Source: 
▪ http://www.newsonair.com/News?titl

e=Iceland%26%2339%3bs-Okjokull-
glacier-commemorated-with-
plaque&id=370284 

▪  

 4) Retirement in Central Armed 
Police Forces (CAPFs) 

▪ General Studies-III: Security ,Various 
Security forces and agencies and their 
mandate 

About: 
▪ The Central Armed Police Forces (CAPF) 

refers to uniform nomenclature of seven 
security forces in India under the 
authority of Ministry of Home Affairs. 
They are the Assam Rifles (AR), Border 
Security Force (BSF), Central Reserve 
Police Force (CRPF), Central Industrial 
Security Force (CISF), National Security 
Guard (NSG), Indo-Tibetan Border Police 
(ITBP), and Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB). 

Government’s direction: 
▪ All personnel working in the Central 

Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) will now 
retire at a uniform age of 60 years. 

▪ A Home Ministry order issued yesterday 
has corrected the anomaly where 
personnel between the ranks of Constable 
to Commandant in four forces – CRPF, 

http://www.newsonair.com/News?title=UK-Researchers-develop-new-technique-to-make-cancer-treatment-more-effective%2c-affordable&id=370263
http://www.newsonair.com/News?title=UK-Researchers-develop-new-technique-to-make-cancer-treatment-more-effective%2c-affordable&id=370263
http://www.newsonair.com/News?title=UK-Researchers-develop-new-technique-to-make-cancer-treatment-more-effective%2c-affordable&id=370263
http://www.newsonair.com/News?title=UK-Researchers-develop-new-technique-to-make-cancer-treatment-more-effective%2c-affordable&id=370263
http://www.newsonair.com/News?title=UK-Researchers-develop-new-technique-to-make-cancer-treatment-more-effective%2c-affordable&id=370263
https://www.cancer.org/treatment/treatments-and-side-effects/treatment-types/photodynamic-therapy.html
https://www.cancer.org/treatment/treatments-and-side-effects/treatment-types/photodynamic-therapy.html
https://www.cancer.org/treatment/treatments-and-side-effects/treatment-types/photodynamic-therapy.html
http://www.newsonair.com/News?title=Iceland%26%2339%3bs-Okjokull-glacier-commemorated-with-plaque&id=370284
http://www.newsonair.com/News?title=Iceland%26%2339%3bs-Okjokull-glacier-commemorated-with-plaque&id=370284
http://www.newsonair.com/News?title=Iceland%26%2339%3bs-Okjokull-glacier-commemorated-with-plaque&id=370284
http://www.newsonair.com/News?title=Iceland%26%2339%3bs-Okjokull-glacier-commemorated-with-plaque&id=370284
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BSF, ITBP and SSB – superannuated at the 
age of 57, instead of 60. 

▪ Officers from the rank of Deputy 
Inspector General upto the top-most rank 
of Director General in these four forces 
retired after attaining the age of 60. 

▪ However, in two other forces of the CISF 
and Assam Rifles, all personnel retired at 
the age of 60. 

▪ The latest Home Ministry direction comes 
in the wake of a January order of the Delhi 
High Court where it had called the policy 
of different age of superannuation as 
discriminatory and unconstitutional, and 
said it created two classes in the 
uniformed forces. 

Why in News? 
▪ Union Home Ministry has directed all 

Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) to 
adopt uniform retirement age of 60 years. 

Source: 
▪ http://www.newsonair.com/News?titl

e=Govt-directs-all-CAPFs-to-adopt-
uniform-retirement-age-of-60-
years&id=370372 

5) Catalina Channel 
▪ General Studies-I: Geography of the 

World  
Where is Santa Catalina Island? 
▪ Santa Catalina Island is a rocky island off 

the coast of the U.S. state of California in 
the Gulf of Santa Catalina. The island's 
name is often shortened to Catalina Island 
or just Catalina. 

▪ Santa Catalina is part of the Channel 
Islands of California archipelago and lies 
within Los Angeles County. 

▪ Stretching between Santa Catalina Island 
and Los Angeles in California, the Catalina 
Channel is 21 miles long. 

▪ It's comparable to the English Channel in 
terms of distance and water conditions, 
although it’s a little warmer.  

Why in News? 
▪ Madhya Pradesh para swimmer Satendra 

Singh Lohia has become the first Asian 
swimmer to cross the Catalina Channel of 
America. Satendra holds the Asian record 
of crossing both the English and Catalina 
channels. 

Source:  

▪ http://www.newsonair.com/News?titl
e=Madhya-Pradesh-para-swimmer-
Satendra-Singh-Lohia-crosses-
America%26%2339%3bs-Catalina-
Channel&id=370419 

6) Cabinet Secretary 
▪ General Studies- II: 

Governance,responsibilities of various 
Constitutional and Non Constitutional 
Bodies. 

About Cabinet Secretariat:  
▪ The Cabinet Secretariat functions directly 

under the Prime Minister. The 
administrative head of the Secretariat is 
the Cabinet Secretary who is also the ex-
officio Chairman of the Civil Services 
Board.  

▪ The business allocated to Cabinet 
Secretariat under Government of India 
(Allocation of Business) Rules, 1961 
includes: (i) Secretarial assistance to the 
Cabinet and Cabinet Committees; and (ii) 
Rules of Business.  

Functions:  
▪ The Cabinet Secretariat is responsible for 

the administration of the Government of 
India (Transaction of Business) Rules, 
1961 and the Government of India 
(Allocation of Business) Rules, 1961, 
facilitating smooth transaction of business 
in Ministries/ Departments.  

▪ The Secretariat assists in decision-making 
in Government by ensuring Inter-
Ministerial coordination, ironing out 
differences amongst 
Ministries/Departments and evolving 
consensus.  

▪ Management of major crisis situations in 
the country is also one of the functions of 
the Cabinet Secretariat.  

Why in News? 
▪ The Appointments Committee of the 

Cabinet (ACC) has approved the 
appointment of Rajiv Gauba as the new 
Cabinet Secretary .Mr. Gauba who is a 
1982 batch IAS officer of Jharkhand cadre 
will replace P.K. Sinha. 

Source: 
▪ http://www.newsonair.com/News?titl

e=Rajiv-Gauba-appointed--new-
Cabinet-Secretary&id=370469 

http://www.newsonair.com/News?title=Govt-directs-all-CAPFs-to-adopt-uniform-retirement-age-of-60-years&id=370372
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http://www.newsonair.com/News?title=Govt-directs-all-CAPFs-to-adopt-uniform-retirement-age-of-60-years&id=370372
http://www.newsonair.com/News?title=Madhya-Pradesh-para-swimmer-Satendra-Singh-Lohia-crosses-America%26%2339%3bs-Catalina-Channel&id=370419
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Hindu Editorial Analysis 

1) WHAT IS THE UN’s STAND 
ON KASHMIR? 

▪ GS PAPER II – International relations;  
▪ TOPIC – International institutions, 

agencies and further structure, mandate 
Context –  
▪ The UN Security Council held a closed 

door consultation regarding India’s 
decision to end the special status of the 
State of Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) under 
Article 370 and Article 35A, carving it into 
two Union Territories: J&K and Ladakh.  

▪ Both India and Pakistan were kept out of 
the meeting. 

What did the UNSC discussion throw up? 
▪ The UNSC has not yet put out a statement, 

but after the meeting India insisted that 
issues around Article 370 and special 
status to J&K were an internal matter.  

▪ The Indian Ambassador to the UN, Syed 
Akbaruddin, accused Pakistan and China 
of attempting to impart greater 
significance to the meeting than was 
warranted. 

▪ As per UN diplomats, countries disagreed 
on wording of a statement, with some 
fearing any comment would escalate 
tensions or would show bias towards 
Pakistan by simply holding the meeting. 

▪ France, Germany and the United States 
objected to language that might have 

▪ broadened the issue beyond the 
possibility of future bilateral talks 
between India and 

▪ Pakistan. However, all agreed that the 
issue of Kashmir must be resolved 
bilaterally between Indian and Pakistan. 

UNSC and the Kashmir Issue: History  
▪  In 1948, India had raised the issue of 

violence unleashed by the irregulars on 
the local population and infrastructure 
became the foundation upon which the 
“Jammu and Kashmir Question” was 
created at the UNSC. The title was 
changed on January 22, 1948 to “The 
India-Pakistan Question”. From its origin 
till 1971, the topic featured prominently 

at the UNSC especially when both 
countries clashed. 

Resolution 39: (January 20, 1948) – 
▪  The UNSC set up a three-member UN 

Commission for India and Pakistan 
(UNCIP). Disagreement between India 
and Pakistan led to the first failure as the 
commission failed to materialise. 

▪ Resolution 47 (April 21, 1948)- passed 
urged India and Pakistan to hold a 
plebiscite after restoration of law and 
order. The UNCIP passed a resolution on 
January 5, 1949 that provided the 
mechanism for holding a “free and 
impartial plebiscite” in Kashmir. 

Conditions for the plebiscite: 
▪  Withdrawal of Pakistan from the areas 

under its control and India withdrawing 
individuals who were not residents of the 
State. Pakistan at the behest of UK agreed 
for a ceasefire without withdrawing from 
the area in Kashmir which it had captured 
during its raid in October of 1947.  

▪ This holding on to the Indian Territory 
effectively undermined the entire idea of 
plebiscite. Both sides firmed up their 
presence in the areas under their control. 
India took the Kashmir issue to the UN for 
“prompt and effective action” but as 
pointed out by scholars, the big powers 
ensured that the issue lingered on and 
became a part of the global concern on 
conflicts. 

The Shimla Agreement 1972 – 
▪ The Simla Agreement signed by Prime 

Minister Indira Gandhi and President 
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto of Pakistan on 2nd July 
1972 a peace treaty seeking to reverse the 
consequences of the 1971 war (i.e. to 
bring about withdrawal of troops and an 
exchange of PoWs).  

▪ Under both countries undertook to abjure 
conflict and confrontation which had 
marred relations in the past, and to work 
towards the establishment of durable 
peace, friendship and cooperation.  

▪ The Simla Agreement contains a set of 
guiding principles, mutually agreed to by 
India and Pakistan, which both sides 
would adhere to while managing relations 
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with each other. These emphasize: 
respect for each other’s territorial 
integrity and sovereignty; non-
interference in each other’s internal 
affairs; respect for each other’s unity, 
political independence; sovereign 
equality; and abjuring hostile 
propaganda.  

1.A mutual commitment to the peaceful 
resolution of all issues through direct 
bilateral approaches. 

2.To build the foundations of a cooperative 
relationship with special focus on people 
to people contacts. 

3.To uphold the inviolability of the Line of 
Control in Jammu and Kashmir, this is the 
most important CBM between India and 
Pakistan, and a key to durable peace.  

What is the relevance of the Simla 
Agreement to the Kashmir issue? 

▪ Pakistan kept the issue alive by hosting 
the Islamic Summit of 1974 where 
Pakistan began courting the Islamic world 
for its major foreign policy goals. After the 
Simla Agreement, Pakistan proceeded to 
further entrench territorial status quo as 
Prime Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto on 
November 7, 1973 ruled out an 
independent status for Azad Kashmir. The 
Northern Areas and Azad Kashmir were 
territories of the princely Indian State of 
Jammu and Kashmir that were awaiting 
plebiscite but the case for “accession” 
ruined the chance of Pakistan acting in 
accordance with the conditions of 
plebiscite. 

▪ The current situation and way forward 
▪ The UNSC has not involved officially in the 

recent developments over Kashmir 
though Pakistan has internationalized the 
Issue. India’s is firm in asserting it as an 
Internal matter and is open to discussion 
only on PoK with Pakistan. However 
India’s diplomatic channels and world 
position is strong enough to deal with this 
issue. 

▪ https://mea.gov.in/in-focus-

article.htm?19005/Simla+Agreement+July+

2+1972  
▪ https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/wh

at-is-the-uns-stand-on-

kashmir/article29121025.ece  
 

2) Taking on TB (The Hindu – 
19th august) 

▪ GS Paper II and III – Society, Health and 
Science and Technology 

Context:  
▪ The anti-tuberculosis drug Pretomanid 

was recently approved by the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration.  

▪ According to the World Health 
Organisation, in 2017, there were an 
estimated 4.5 lakh people across the 
world with MDR-TB, of which India 
accounted for 24%, and about 37,500 
with XDR-TB. Hence it will be a game 
changer for treating people with 
extensively drug-resistant TB (XDR-TB) 
and those who do not tolerate or respond 
to now available multidrug-resistant TB 
(MDR-TB) drugs. 

What is MDR- TB? 
▪ The bacteria Mycobacterium that cause 

tuberculosis (TB) can develop resistance 
to the antimicrobial drugs used to cure 
the disease. Multidrug-resistant TB (MDR-
TB) is TB that does not respond to at least 
isoniazid and rifampicin, the 2 most 
powerful anti-TB drugs. 

How is it caused? 
▪ Multidrug resistance continues to emerge 

and spread because of mismanagement of 
TB treatment and person-to-person 
transmission.  

▪ Inappropriate or incorrect use of 
antimicrobial drugs, or use of ineffective 
formulations of drugs (such as use of 
single drugs, poor quality medicines or 
bad storage conditions), and premature 
treatment interruption can cause drug 
resistance, which can then be transmitted, 
especially in crowded settings such as 
prisons and hospitals.  

▪ In India it is found mostly in population 
which is co-morbid with HIV.  

Challenges:  
1.Availability and affordability of TB drugs 

to the poor rung of population. 
2.Incomplete treatment schedules. 
3.Population and poverty burden. 
4.Newer bacteria and its resistance. 
5.Air pollution and related lung 

vulnerability in the population. 
Programmes in India: 

https://mea.gov.in/in-focus-article.htm?19005/Simla+Agreement+July+2+1972
https://mea.gov.in/in-focus-article.htm?19005/Simla+Agreement+July+2+1972
https://mea.gov.in/in-focus-article.htm?19005/Simla+Agreement+July+2+1972
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/what-is-the-uns-stand-on-kashmir/article29121025.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/what-is-the-uns-stand-on-kashmir/article29121025.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/what-is-the-uns-stand-on-kashmir/article29121025.ece
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▪ RNTCP's National Strategic Plan (NSP) 
2012-17 was part of the country’s 12th 
Five year Plan. The theme of the NSP 
2012-17 was "Universal Access for quality 
diagnosis and treatment for all TB 
patients in the community" with a target 
of "reaching the unreached".  

▪ The major focus was early and complete 
detection of all TB cases in the 
community, including drug resistant TB 
and HIV-associated TB, with greater 
engagement of private sector for 
improving care to all TB patients 

▪ The NSP 2017 - 2025 builds on the 
success and learning of the last NSP and 
encapsulates the bold and d innovative 
steps required to eliminate TB in India by 
2030.  

▪ It is crafted in line with other health 
sector strategies and global efforts, such 
as the draft National Health Policy 2015, 
World Health Organization’s (WHO) End 
TB Strategy, and the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) of the United 
Nations (UN). 

▪ Vision: TB - Free India with zero deaths, 
disease and poverty due to tuberculosis. 

Goal:  
▪ To achieve a rapid decline in burden of 

TB, morbidity and mortality while 
working towards elimination of TB in 
India by 2025. 

▪ Therefore this new drug approval will be 
instrumental in achieving the goal of 
eliminating TB and achieve sustainable 
development.  

▪ http://vikaspedia.in/health/nrhm/national-

health-programmes-1/communicable-

diseases/revised-national-tuberculosis-

control-programme  
▪ https://www.who.int/features/qa/79/en  
▪ https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/

taking-on-tb/article29127571.ece  
 

3) Unclear doctrine; An 
intervention that leads to 
more questions 

▪ GS Paper III – Security; Nuclear Doctrine 
Context-  
▪ The Defence Minister has recently stated 

that India’s ‘future’ commitment to a 

posture of No First Use of nuclear 
weapons ‘depends on the circumstances’. 

▪ In the time of Changes in Jammu and 
Kashmir and its critical focus by the 
neighbours and world nations, it becomes 
vital to consider this issue. 

▪ India’s nuclear doctrine, given by the 
cabinet committee on security, 2003 

▪ The adoption of the nuclear doctrine 
came soon after Operation Parakram 
(2001-02), when the threat of a nuclear 
exchange on the subcontinent had figured 
prominently in international capitals. 

▪ India’s nuclear doctrine can be 
summarized as follows: 

1.Building and maintaining a credible 
minimum deterrent; 

2.A posture of "No First Use"(NFU) nuclear 
weapons will only be used in retaliation 
against a nuclear attack on Indian 
territory or on Indian forces anywhere; 

3.Nuclear retaliation to a first strike will be 
massive and designed to inflict 
unacceptable damage. 

4.Nuclear retaliatory attacks can only be 
authorised by the civilian political 
leadership through the Nuclear Command 
Authority. 

5.Non-use of nuclear weapons against non-
nuclear weapon states; 

6.However, in the event of a major attack 
against India, or Indian forces anywhere, 
by biological or chemical weapons, India 
will retain the option of retaliating with 
nuclear weapons; 

7.A continuance of strict controls on export 
of nuclear and missile related materials 
and technologies, participation in the 
Fissile Material Cut-off Treaty 
negotiations, and continued observance of 
the moratorium on nuclear tests. 

8.Continued commitment to the goal of a 
nuclear weapon free world, through 
global, verifiable and non-discriminatory 
nuclear disarmament. 

Significance of the doctrine: 
▪ India has been one of the two nations (the 

other is China) which have this doctrine of 
NFU. It has earned the dimension of 
nuclear diplomacy in India’s foreign 
policy.  

▪ This doctrine has been instrumental in 
fetching the status of responsible nuclear 
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power to India in spite of being a non-
signatory to the NPT.  

▪ This ensured a credible deterrence of 
nuclear attack by other countries. 

▪ It was also instrumental in eventually 
signing of various nuclear programmes 
with other countries for eg. The Indo-US 
nuclear deal 2008 for civilian nuclear 
purposes. 

▪ It has strengthened the defence capacity 
of our country. 

▪ India’s self-proclaimed restraint has 
formed the basis for its claims to belong 
to the nuclear mainstream — such as the 
claim to membership for the Nuclear 
Suppliers Group and our recent 
membership to the Missile Technology 
Control Regime, the Wassenaar 
Arrangement and the Australia Group. 

The current scenario: an analysis 
▪ India's nuclear doctrine like any other 

principle of national security should be 
dynamic in nature and capable of change 
to change in international conditions.  

▪ While revoking the commitment to NFU 
does not necessarily equate with 
abandoning restraint, it does leave India’s 
doctrine more ambiguous. Ambiguity, in 
turn, can lead to miscalculations.   

▪ However in the face of present 
international geopolitical and geostrategic 
situations, a relook at the doctrine is 
necessary to tide according to the 
changing times without compromising the 
ultimate objective of National Security. 

▪ http://pibarchive.nic.in/archive/releases98/ly

r2003/rjan2003/04012003/r040120033.html  
▪ https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-

ed/an-intervention-that-leads-to-more-

questions/article29127586.ece  
 

4) New norms (The Hindu – 
23rd august) 

▪ GS Paper III – Economy; Macroeconomic 
policy; Capital markets 

Context –  
▪ The Securities and Exchange Board of 

India (SEBI), based on the 
recommendations of the H.R. Khan 
committee, eased several regulatory 
restrictions for foreign portfolio investors 
(FPIs).  This step comes at a time where 

the domestic capital market is facing 
outflow of foreign capital over the last 
month.The reasons being budgetary 
decision to increase the tax on FPI’s and 
general global trend of capital outflows of 
emerging markets. 

The revised norms:  
▪ FPIs to be re-categorized into two 

categories - Categories I and II - instead of 
the present requirement of three 
categories. 

▪ Simplifying their registration, entry and 
know-your-customer (KYC) norms. 

▪ Relaxation of the buyback norms for listed 
firms that own non-banking financial 
companies (NBFCs) and housing finance 
companies (HFCs) subsidiaries. 

▪ FPIs will be allowed to buy or sell shares 
off-market to any domestic or foreign 
investor even if the stock of such a 
company is unlisted, suspended or 
illiquid.  

▪ The norms for issuance and subscription 
of contentious offshore derivative 
instruments such as participatory notes 
or P-notes have been rationalized. 

▪ Entities registered in international 
financial service centre to be 
automatically classified as FPI. 

▪ Tightening of regulations for credit rating 
agencies. 

What Is Foreign Portfolio Investment – 
FPI? 

▪ Foreign portfolio investment (FPI) 
consists of securities and other financial 
assets held by investors in another 
country. It does not provide the investor 
with direct ownership of a company's 
assets and is relatively liquid depending 
on the volatility of the market.  

▪ FPI money often departs the country of 
investment whenever there is uncertainty 
or negative news in a foreign land, which 
can further aggravate economic problems 
there. Hence In India, FPI’s are strictly 
regulated. 

Advantages of the new norms: 
▪ Mutual funds with offshore funds too can 

invest in India as FPIs to avail certain tax 
benefits.  

▪ Relaxing the broad-based criteria will 
open up the FPI route to a whole new 

http://pibarchive.nic.in/archive/releases98/lyr2003/rjan2003/04012003/r040120033.html
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category of entities, which were unable to 
meet the 20-investor test. 

▪ The relaxation in the buyback norms 
assumes significance in the wake of an 
increasing number of NBFCs and HFCs 
witnessing accumulation of debt and 
consequent deterioration in their Debt to 
equity ratio. 

▪ Central banks that are not members of the 
Bank of International Settlements are also 
allowed to register as FPIs and invest in 
the country under the new norms. 

▪ Smart cities, along with other urban 
development agencies, will be allowed to 

issue municipal bonds to raise funds for 
development.  

▪ These measures to cut red tape will help 
lower the regulatory burden on investors, 
globalise India’s financial markets, and aid 
the growth of the broader economy by 
increasing access to growth capital. 

▪ https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/

new-norms-on-regulations-for-foreign-

investors/article29224669.ece  
▪ https://www.livemint.com/market/stock-

market-news/sebi-relaxes-fpi-rules-share-

buyback-norms-1566413802921.html  
▪ https://www.investopedia.com/terms/f/foreig

n-portfolio-investment-fpi.asp  

 

  

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/new-norms-on-regulations-for-foreign-investors/article29224669.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/new-norms-on-regulations-for-foreign-investors/article29224669.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/new-norms-on-regulations-for-foreign-investors/article29224669.ece
https://www.livemint.com/market/stock-market-news/sebi-relaxes-fpi-rules-share-buyback-norms-1566413802921.html
https://www.livemint.com/market/stock-market-news/sebi-relaxes-fpi-rules-share-buyback-norms-1566413802921.html
https://www.livemint.com/market/stock-market-news/sebi-relaxes-fpi-rules-share-buyback-norms-1566413802921.html
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/f/foreign-portfolio-investment-fpi.asp
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/f/foreign-portfolio-investment-fpi.asp


34 
 

RSTV Big Picture 

1) MODERNIZATION OF INDIAN 
AIR FORCE 

▪ GS PAPER III – SECURITY 
CONTEXT –  
▪ With the growing tensions between 

neighbours from the abrogation of article 
370, the IAF chief has highlighted the 
issue of growing numbers of obsolete 
aircrafts like MiG 21 in Indian air force.  

▪ MiG-21s have been the most accident-
prone of all IAF fighter jets, thus earning 
the names "flying coffin”. Speaking at an 
IAF seminar in New Delhi, he said the 
basic version of the Russian fighter jet 
would be phased out this year. He also 
said the IAF is replacing high-end 
obsolete weapons with indigenously 
developed ones that will boost in-house 
defence manufacturing, however, "to win 
a war, we also need high-end, high-tech 
items, which we need to import". 

 What is the Need for modernization? 
▪ There is a need to ascertain the war 

capacity with the derivation of threat 
perception & future wars 

▪ To cater to the Doctrine - two front war 
policy 

▪ Aerospace kind of space assets. 
▪ To maintain Offensive capabilities & Air 

defense 
▪ To add more  Force multipliers to the 

weapon system for eg air to air refuel 
▪ Protect the vast airspace. 
▪ There is a higher need for fighter jets of 

different varieties customized. 
▪ There is a huge mismatch between the 

rate of induction and retirement of 
aircrafts. Eg a gap of almost 400 aircrafts. 

▪ High time need for indigenous capability 
and reduce the defence imports for both 
economic and strategic purposes. 

What is the progress made so far? 
▪ We have the following modern systems: 
1. Integrated air command and control 

system 
2. Integrated materials management system 
3. Strategic missile segment 
4. Air refueling technology 

5. Various weapons like LRSAM, MRSAM, 
BrahMos 

6. AVAX surveillance radars 
7. MAFIN – modernization of air field 

infrastructure 
What are the challenges to 

modernization? 
▪ The defence perspective plan is not being 

implemented properly because of  Lack of 
collaboration between PSUs & private 

▪ Manufacture Challenges: Access to 
technology & tariff, long gestation period 
for ROI, Enabling ecosystem. 

▪ Capital expenditure is a burden and high 
allocation for imports 

▪ Limited skills workforce available 
▪ Procurement challenge – models need 

customization, the cost of indigenization 
is more than procurement in the current 
scenario. 

Government initiatives – 
▪ The process of defence acquisition is 

based on the fifteen years Long Term 
Integrated Perspective Plan (LTIPP), five 
years Services Capital Acquisition Plan 
(SCAP) and an Annual Acquisition Plan 
(AAP). Government also constantly 
reviews the security scenario and 
accordingly decides to induct appropriate 
defence equipment to keep the Armed 
Forces in a state of readiness. 

▪ Defence Procurement Procedure (DPP) 
has been revised in 2016 wherein specific 
provisions have been introduced for 
stimulating growth of the domestic 
defence industry. 

▪ A new category of procurement ‘Buy 
[Indian-IDMM (Indigenously Designed, 
Developed and Manufactured)]’ has been 
introduced in DPP-2016 to promote 
indigenous design and development of 
defence equipment. 

▪ Government has notified the ‘Strategic 
Partnership (SP)’ Model which envisages 
establishment of long-term strategic 
partnerships with Indian entities through 
a transparent and competitive process, 
wherein they would tie up with global 
Original Equipment Manufacturers 
(OEMs) to seek technology transfers to set 
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up domestic manufacturing infrastructure 
and supply chain. 

▪ Defence Investor Cell has been created in 
the Ministry to provide all necessary 
information including addressing queries 
related to investment opportunities, 
procedure and regulatory requirements 
for investment in the sector. 

▪ FDI Policy has been revised and under the 
revised policy, FDI is allowed under 
automatic route upto 49% and beyond 
49% through Government route 
wherever it is likely to result in access to 
modern technology or for other reasons 
to be recorded. 

▪ The Government has set up the 
Technology Development Fund (TDF), 
which aims at funding the development of 
defence and dual use technologies that 
are currently not available in the defence 
industries. 

▪ In addition, Technology Perspective and 
Capability Roadmap (TPCR), which gives 
out the details of the equipment and 
technologies, required by the Armed 
Forces, has been put in the public domain 
to provide the Indian Defence Industry an 
overview of the direction in which the 
Armed Forces intend to seek specific 
capability in the long run. 

Way forward – 
▪ The pace of manufacturing and foreign tie 

ups has to be increased and a time limit 
for model manufacturing, imports etc has 
to be framed. 

▪ Technology timeline is also needed as it 
gets obsolete even before the completion 
of fleet. Therefore a timeline has to be 
fixed coordinating the technology and 
manufacturing. 

▪ The IAF should be given the flexibility to 
choose its requisite weaponry. 

▪ G2G is needed. 
▪ Tie up with foreign vendors for 

components parts etc has to be properly 
integrated. 

▪ Need to broad base the industry by 
including the private in component parts 
manufacture, developing skill set and 
collaboration. 

▪ https://pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintRelease.
aspx?relid=177432 

▪ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fGw
OwFY9KCg 

 2.   PUBLIC SPENDING 
COUNCIL 

▪ GS PAPER III – ECONOMY; FINANCIAL 
PLANNING FISCAL POLICY 

Context –  
▪ The Indian economy is facing a slowdown, 

and the Prime Minister and his Economic 
Advisory Council are of the view that the 
government needs to form a ‘GST Council-
like’ body to strategize expenditure and 
have maximum impact.  

▪ Pointing out the success of the GST 
Council body for decisions about indirect 
taxes, the Economic Advisory Council 
Chairman Bibek Debroy said that in order 
to increase the efficiency of the overall 
public expenditure, there needs to be a 
decision-making body that would keep a 
check on the expenditure.  

▪ The chairman also mentioned that there 
are fiscal consolidation issues that limit 
gains on public expenditure, but a focused 
and strategic expenditure by central and 
state governments could yield efficiency 
gains. Therefore the need for a Public 
spending Council is examined. 

Need for the Public spending council? 
▪ The role of planning commission is not 

being fully taken care by the NITI Aayog 
when it comes to actual financial 
planning. And also the distinction 
between plan and non-plan expenditure 
has been abolished therefore there is a 
need for alternative planning mechanism 
with a more federal structure. 

▪ The state’s role in planning commission 
has shifted to finance ministry. 

▪ There is a need to properly channelize 
funds between the centrally sponsored 
schemes and central sector schemes as 
March 2020 is the sunset clause for the 
bulk of schemes which were started after 
PC was wound up. 

▪ However the needs and ground level 
situation of different states wrt to 
schemes implementation differs therefore 
a better planning and voting mechanism 
is required. 

▪ Economic slowdown is surfacing and 
increasing fiscal deficit has to be curtailed, 
therefore dynamic and efficient planning 
structure is the need of the hour. 

Challenges: 

https://pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=177432
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▪ There is different between expenditure 
and revenue, as expenditure is more 
diverse and segmented a model as GST 
might not be fully achievable. 

▪ Ground level situation and needs varies 
from district level to state level, hence a 
central planning structure may not cater 
to all needs. 

▪ The items in the state list and concurrent 
list cannot be all planned from one level; 
the states will not give up their 
sovereignty on these lists. 

▪ In terms of expenditure management 
there at least 20-30 ministers in each 
state. So there will be a council of around 
500 members and the functioning will be 
hampered. 

▪ Problems like that of land acquisition, 
delays and not able to formulate a proper 
scheme require day to day management 

▪ GST council like body will be a challenge 
as in GST council states cannot decide 
unilaterally among themselves and if 
wants to veto a center’s proposal then 
some states have to come together. 

 Suggestions for the Council: 
▪ A Centre-state expenditure council can 

direct the states of their priorities on 
expenditure. 

▪ State wise council to be formed for 
expenditure management. 

▪ The body can have a voting mechanism 
for the states. Thus, follow the principle of 
cooperative federalism. 

▪ Separate ministry wise councils can be 
formed so that the schemes are 
formulated in tandem with those in the 
states. So there is optimization and 
efficiency in the use of resources. 

▪ Finance Minister can be the head of the 
council and the Chief Minister of the 
state’s representatives. 

▪ State wise meetings under the central 
council can be formed. 

▪ Optimization will be achieved by such 
faster decision making body. 

 Way forward – 
▪ A  two-tier system- One with the Finance 

Minister and NITI Aayog with Chief 
Ministers and State Finance Ministers 
together for major decisions. Second-tier 
can be ministry wise to understand the 
requirements of different states under 
different schemes.  

▪ Speed up public expenditure and improve 
its efficiency.  Requirements of the states 
should be taken into account by the 
council and the meeting to be held within 
the mentioned state. 

▪ Hence such a mechanism would be 
accelerating the economic growth by 
increasing the efficiency of public 
spending. 

▪ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eZH
-KsFWDNM 
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