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News	@	a	glance	
Polity	&	Social	Issues	

	

Begging	Act	
What	is	it?	

§ The	 begging	 act,	 incorporated	 since	 the	
British	Era	in	1871	entitles	a	magistrate	to	
place	people	caught	for	begging	as	defined	
under	 the	 act	 in	 a	 detention	 center	
punishable	if	found	guilty	by	a	term	of	up	to	
3	years	for	the	first	time	and	10	years	for	
second	offence.	

§ ‘Acts	of	Begging’	as	defined	by	the	act:	This	
includes	 soliciting	 or	 receiving	 alms,	 in	 a	
public	 place	 whether	 or	 not	 under	 any	
pretense	such	as	singing,	dancing,	 fortune	
telling,	 performing	 or	 offering	 any	 article	
for	 sale,	 having	 no	 visible	 means	 of	
subsistence	 and	 wandering	 about	 or	
remaining	 in	 any	 public	 place	 in	 such	
condition	or	manner,	as	makes	it	likely	that	
the	 person	 doing	 so	 exist	 soliciting	 or	
receiving	alms.	

§ Other	 infamous	 penalties	 include	
fingerprinting	 of	 individuals,	 detention	 of	
dependent	of	 the	 individual,	 separation	of	
children	 above	 5	 years,	 forced	 labour,	
among	others,	failure	to	comply	would	land	
the	person	in	jail,	effectively	marginalizing	
them.	

	
Why	in	news?	

§ The	Delhi	High	Court	recently	struck	down	
the	 Begging	 Act,	 citing	 grave	 inhumanity	
arbitrariness	and	ambiguity	of	the	act.	

Court’s	view	

§ The	 very	 definition	 of	 the	 act	 makes	 it	 a	
grey	 area	 and	 includes	 a	 high	 degree	 of	

vagueness.	This	provides	ground	for	excess	
arbitrariness.	

§ Citing	it	unconstitutional	as	it	violated	the	
fundamental	rights	14	and	21	(equality	of	
law	and	right	to	life	and	personal	liberty),	it	
pointed	 that	 begging	 is	 a	 result	 of	 the	
failure	 of	 the	 state	 to	 provide	 basic	
amenities	to	all	its	citizens.	

	

Drug	Abuse	
What	is	Drug	Abuse?	

§ It	is	the	usage	of	drugs	(either	prescription	
drugs	or	narcotic	substances)	for	pleasure	
instead	 of	 using	 it	 for	 an	 intended	
particular	medical	condition.	

§ It	seriously	affects	the	health	of	individuals	
especially	by	attacking	the	nervous	system	
and	 unsafe	 practices	 can	 cause	 even	
diseases	like	hepatitis	and	HIV/AIDS.	

§ People	generally	tend	to	use	such	drugs	for	
simple	pleasure	or	to	escape	depression	or	
any	 other	 sad	mental	 state	 and	 soon	 find	
themselves	addicted	to	it.	

	
Why	in	the	news?	

§ As	Punjab	battles	the	drug	menace,	it	has	so	
far	 concentrated	on	males	 as	 it	 perceived	
that	they	were	the	primary	users	of	drugs,	
unknowingly	ignoring	whether	women	use	
drugs.	

§ Due	 to	 shortage	 of	 rehabilitation	 centers	
for	 women,	 coupled	 with	 fear	 of	 social	
stigma	and	state	of	denial,	women	tend	to	
keep	the	issue	with	themselves.	

§ Increase	 in	 cases	 among	 women	
necessitates	 the	 opening	 of	 more	 such	



Page	|	4		
	

deaddiction	 centers	 in	 more	 parts	 of	
Punjab.	

Punjab	and	Drugs	

§ Punjab	 shares	 a	 border	 with	 Pakistan,	
which	is	located	in	close	proximity	with	the	
golden	 crescent,	 an	 area	 encompassing	of	
Pakistan,	Afghanistan	and	parts	of	Iran,	an	
area	known	for	drug	peddling.		

§ Hence,	 there	 is	 easy	 access	 to	 drugs,	 that	
are	peddled	into	the	country	from	Pakistan	
especially	through	Jammu	and	Kashmir	and	
Punjab.	

	

CAG	report	on	Submarine	training	
What’s	in	the	news?	

§ A	 recent	 audit	 by	 the	 Comptroller	 and	
Auditor	 General	 of	 India	 revealed	 that	
gross	lapses	in	infrastructure	especially	in	
the	 training	 field	 of	 submarines	 of	 the	
Indian	Navy.	

What	are	the	lapses?	

§ Despite	two	major	accidents	over	the	last	5	
years	claiming	the	lives	of	20	navy	men	in	
total,	 no	 adequate	 training	 had	 been	
provided	 for	 distress	 situations	 such	 as	
fire-fighting	and	damage	control.	

§ Besides	this,	the	report	also	flagged	delays	
in	 the	 completion	 of	 the	 Naval	 Academy	
Project	at	Ezhimala,	Kannur	district,	Kerala,	
non-availability	 of	 training	 equipment	 for	
new	 induction	 platforms	and	a	deficiency	
in	quality	of	training.	

	

Aadhaar	&	UIDAI	
What	are	they?		

§ Aadhaar	 is	 a	 12-digit	 unique	 identity	
number	that	can	be	obtained	by	residents	
of	 India,	 based	 on	 their	 biometric	 and	
demographic	data.	It	is	the	world's	largest	
biometric	ID	system.	

§ The	 data	 is	 collected	 by	 the	 Unique	
Identification	Authority	of	India	(UIDAI),	a	
statutory	authority	 established	 in	 January	
2009	by	the	government	of	India,	under	the	
jurisdiction	 of	 the	Ministry	 of	 Electronics	
and	Information	Technology.	

§ It	is	considered	a	proof	of	residence	and	not	
a	 proof	 of	 citizenship,	 Aadhaar	 does	 not	
itself	grant	any	rights	to	domicile	in	India.	

Why	in	the	news?	

§ In	the	backdrop	of	concerns	regarding	theft	
of	sensitive	and	personal	 information,	 the	
UIDAI	assured	citizens	that	it	is	absolutely	
safe	 and	 foolproof	 as	 it	 uses	 a	 complex	
security	 process	 that	 includes	 biometrics’	

knowledge	(such	as	fingerprints)	and	one-
time	password	authentication.	

§ Plain	knowledge	of	Aadhaar	number	 is	 of	
little	use.		

	
	

Sikkim	Legislative	Assembly	
Sikkim	

§ It	is	one	of	the	least	populated	and	smallest	
states	in	India	located	between	Nepal	and	
Bhutan,	 also	 sharing	 borders	 with	 West	
Bengal	and	China.	

§ It	 joined	India	as	the	22nd	state	of	India	in	
1975	 after	 the	 people	 of	 Sikkim	 deposed	
the	Monarchy	and	voted	to	become	a	part	
of	India	through	a	referendum.		

§ It	is	a	multilingual	and	a	multi-ethnic	state.	
Why	in	the	news?	

§ Recently	the	home	ministry	recommended	
the	expansion	of	the	Sikkim	assembly	from	
the	present	32	seats	to	40	in	order	to	give	
representation	 to	 two	 scheduled	 tribe	
communities	Limboo	and	Tamang.	

§ This	 is	 because,	 as	 per	 constitutional	
provisions,	 the	 total	 number	 of	 seats	 for	
STs	 should	 be	 in	 proportion	 to	 the	
population.	

§ The	2nd	 schedule	of	 the	Representation	of	
people	Act	will	be	amended	to	expand	the	
assembly	accordingly.	

§ It	is	the	first	expansion	of	the	cabinet	since	
1975,	when	Sikkim	became	a	part	of	India.	

	

Ease	of	Living	index	
Ease	of	Living	Index	

• A	 comprehensive	 index,	 launched	 by	 the	
Ministry	 of	 Housing	 and	 Urban	
Development	 based	 on	 the	 data	 and	 its	
actual	 performance	 in	 4	 parameters	 viz.,	
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institutions/	governance,	social	indicators,	
economic	 indicators	 and	 physical	
infrastructure,	Indian	cities	are	ranked.	

Why	in	the	news?	

• Important	findings	include:	
o Pune,	 New	 Mumbai	 and	 Brihan	

Mumbai	secured	the	top	spots.	
o Chennai	ranked	14th.	
o New	Delhi	was	at	65th	place.	
o Kolkata	didn’t	participate.	
o Many	 cities/	 performances	 in	 the	

parameters	 were	 zero	 due	 to	 lack	 of	
data.	

o Tirupati,	 Indore,	 Vijayawada,	 Bhopal,	
Thane,	 Raipur	 and	 Chandigarh	 were	
among	the	top	10.	

o The	worst	were	Rampur,	Kohima	and	
Patna.	 Patna	 was	 at	 the	 bottom	 at	
111st.	

	

Workplace	sexual	harassment	
Sexual	Harassment	at	Workplace	Act,	2013	

§ To	 prevent	 any	 sexual	 harassment	 at	 the	
workplaces	 and	 ensure	 dignity	 of	women	
besides	 their	 protection,	 Sexual	
Harassment	 at	 Workplace	 Act,	 2013	 was	
enacted.		

§ It	 was	 mandated	 by	 the	 government	 to	
corporate	 and	 other	 employment	 and	
educational	places	to	establish	a	dedicated	
cell	to	deal	with	such	cases.	

§ As	per	the	Sexual	Harassment	at	Workplace	
Act,	 it	 is	 mandatory	 for	 any	 organisation	
with	10	or	more	employees	to	constitute	an	
Internal	 Complaint	 Committee	 (ICC).	
Failure	results	in	a	fine	of	up	to	Rs.	50,000.	

§ An	ICC	should	consist	of	a	presiding	officer,	
who	is	a	woman	employee	at	a	senior	level	
in	 the	 same	 organisation,	 at	 least	 two	
employees	 committed	 to	 the	 cause	 of	
women,	 and	a	member	 from	an	NGO	or	a	
person	 familiar	 with	 issues	 relating	 to	
sexual	harassment.	

§ Such	 a	 committee	 would	 have	 powers	
similar	to	those	of	a	civil	court	and	would	
have	to	complete	its	inquiry	within	90	days.	

Why	in	the	news?	

§ Now	 the	 government	 has	 made	 it	
compulsory	for	companies	to	disclose	if	an	
internal	 complaint	 committee	 (ICC)	 to	
probe	such	allegations	have	been	formed.	

	

Pradhan	Mantri	Jan	Aarogya	Abhiyan	

(PMJAA)	
What	is	PMJAA?	

§ The	scheme	provides	an	annual	insurance	
cover	 of	 INR	 5	 lakh	 per	 family	 and	 is	
supposed	 to	 benefit	 more	 than	 10	 crore	
poor	families.	

§ This	health	insurance	cover	scheme	comes	
under	 the	 Ayushman	 Bharat	 healthcare	
policy	umbrella.	

§ It	 is	 supposed	 to	 be	 the	 world’s	 largest	
health	care	scheme.	

Ayushman	Bharat	
§ Ayushman	 Bharat	 is	 The	 National	

Health	 Protection	 Scheme,	 which	 will	
cover	 over	 10	 crore	 poor	 and	 vulnerable	
families	 (approximately	 50	 crore	
beneficiaries)	 providing	 coverage	 upto	 5	
lakh	 rupees	 per	 family	 per	 year	 for	
secondary	 and	 tertiary	 care	
hospitalization.		

§ Ayushman	 Bharat	 -	 National	 Health	
Protection	 Mission	 will	 subsume	 the	 on-
going	 centrally	 sponsored	 schemes	 -	
Rashtriya	 Swasthya	 Bima	 Yojana	 (RSBY)	
and	 the	 Senior	 Citizen	 Health	 Insurance	
Scheme	(SCHIS).	

§ The	 scheme	 aims	 to	 increase	 the	
availability,	 affordability,	 and	accessibility	
to	 health	 care	 to	 a	 wider	 section	 of	 the	
society.	

Why	in	the	news?	
§ The	new	health	insurance	scheme,	Pradhan	

Mantri	 Jan	 Aarogya	 Abhiyan	 -	 PMJAA	 is	
scheduled	for	launch	on	September	25th.	

	
	

Permanent	commission	for	women	
What	is	permanent	commission?	

§ A	Permanent	 Commission	means	 a	 career	
in	the	Army	till	one	retires.		

§ For	Permanent	 Commission,	 one	 has	 to	
join	National	 Defence	
Academy,	Pune	or	Indian	 Military	
Academy,	 Dehradun	 or	Officers	 Training	
Academy,	 Gaya,	 or	 Enter	 through	 Short	
Service	 Commission	 and	 then	 opt	 for	
permanent	commission	
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Permanent	Commission	for	women	

§ Until	 now,	 women	 were	 eligible	 only	 for	
short	 service	 commission	 in	 certain	 areas	
in	 the	 armed	 forces	 (army,	 navy	 and	 air	
force)	

§ A	 Short	 Service	 Commission	 is	 a	 type	 of	
commission	 in	 armed	 forces	 which	 has	 a	
minimum	 service	 of	 5	 years.	 It	 can	 be	
extended	into	10	years	and	then	14	years.	

§ After	 completing	 10	 years	 of	 service	 in	
Short	Service	Commission,	men	officers	can	
opt	 for	 Permanent	 Commission	 which	 is	
extended	till	the	retirement	age,	whereas,	
women	 officers	 have	 to	 relieve	 from	
service.		

§ This	makes	women	officers	opt	for	civilian	
jobs	after	service	and	not	able	to	prosper	in	
the	 armed	 forces	 career	 and	 make	 them	
ineligible	 for	 grants	 and	 incentives	 after	
service.	

Why	in	the	news?	
§ The	government	has	mooted	a	proposal	to	

give	women	permanent	commission	in	the	
armed	forces.	

§ The	 announcement	 widens	 the	 scope	 of	
women	 in	 employment	 in	 armed	 forces,	
thereby	increasing	their	confidence.	

	
	

No	creamy	layer	norm	for	SCs/STs.	
Creamy	Layer	

§ This	 concept	 refers	 to	 the	 section	 of	 the	
Indian	 society	 called	 backward	 classes	
(BC),	 who	 are	 economically	 and	
educationally	 well	 off	 by	 a	 set	 of	
parameters	defined	by	the	Supreme	Court	
and	 thus	 no	 longer	 require	 to	 avail	

reservations	 in	 jobs/educational	
institutions.	

§ The	 Supreme	 Court	 had	 excluded	 that	
section	 in	 the	 backward	 classes	 who	 are	
well	 off,	 having	 achieved	 socio-economic	
and	political	progress	from	the	privileges	of	
reservation,	in	order	to	focus	on	equitable	
empowerment	of	all	sections	of	the	society.	

§ However,	 such	 a	 concept	 was	 not	
applicable	 to	 the	 SC/ST	 communities.	
However,	 it	 is	 true	 that	 since	
independence,	 SC/STs	 have	 gained	 socio	
economic	and	political	progress	by	availing	
benefits	 of	 reservation	 and	 some	 of	 them	
have	 reached	 key	 positions,	 and	 have	
become	well	off.		

Why	in	the	news?	
§ A	proposal	to	bring	them	under	the	creamy	

layer	concept	was	brought	by	a	plea	in	the	
Supreme	Court,	 hence	 the	 Supreme	Court	
sought	 the	 government’s	 response	 to	 the	
issue.	

Government’s	response	

§ The	government	 replied	 to	 the	Court	 that	
such	 a	 creamy	 layer	 concept	 can’t	 be	
applied	to	the	SC/ST	communities.	

§ It	 cited	 millennia	 old	 deprivation,	
marginalization	 and	 the	 prevalence	 of	
untouchability	in	recent	times	as	well.	

§ The	centre	also	urged	the	court	 to	review	
its	 2006	 judgment	 in	 the	 Nagaraj	 case,	
which	requires	that	the	government	cannot	
introduce	 quota	 in	 promotion	 for	 SC/ST	
persons	in	public	employment	unless	they	
prove	that	the	particular	Dalit	community	
is	 backward,	 and	 is	 inadequately	
represented	 and	 such	 a	 reservation	 in	
promotion	 would	 not	 affect	 the	 overall	
efficiency	of	public	administration.		

§ The	 centre	 said	 it	 was	 impossible	 to	
provide	data	for	the	same.	

§ The	government	proposed	a	total	of	22.5%	
(15%	 for	 Scheduled	 Castes	 +7%	 for	
Scheduled	 Tribes)	 posts	 reserved	 for	
promotion	 for	 SC/ST	 in	 public	
employment.	
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Economy	
	

Tightening	of	credit	standards	
Credit	Standards	

§ In	general,	 it	refers	to	a	set	of	parameters	
that	are	required	in	order	to	access	credit.	

What’s	in	the	news?	
§ With	 the	 increase	 in	 the	 size	 of	

stressed/Non-performing	 assets	 in	 banks,	
any	further	credit	given	by	banks	are	now	
possible	only	if	the	borrower	meets	stricter	
standards	to	prevent	further	loss	of	money	
by	banks.	

Impact	of	IBC	
§ The	Insolvency	and	Bankruptcy	Code,	that	

was	 drafted	 to	 deal	 with	 the	 issue	 is	
showing	positive	signs	as	it	has	quickened	
the	loan	recovery	process.	

	

Transshipment	
What	is	transshipment?	

§ It	 is	 the	 passing	 of	 shipped	 goods	 from	
one	carrier	to	 another.	 	For	 example,	
transshipment	would	 take	 place	 of	 goods	
bound	 for	 Hamburg	 are	 shipped	 on	 one	
vessel	from	New	York	to	London	and	then	
reloaded	on	a	second	vessel	 from	London	
to	Hamburg.	

Why	in	the	news?	

§ As	rules	have	been	relaxed	with	respect	to	
shipping	 in	 India,	 more	 ships	 are	 now	
coming	 to	 Indian	 ports	 increasing	 trade	
and	 cutting	 dependence	 on	 foreign	 ports	
such	as	Singapore,	Colombo	and	Dubai.	

§ Some	of	the	easing	of	rules	include	allowing	
foreign	ships,	chartered	by	Indian	citizens	
or	 firms,	 to	 ply	 on	 local	 routes	 for	
transshipment	purposes.	

§ Another	 benefit	 is	 that	 it	 has	 led	 to	
reduction	 in	 the	 port	 fees	 at	 these	 ports,	
that	are	key	trade	ports	for	India.	

	
	

Currency	war	
What	is	currency	war?	

§ A	currency	war	refers	to	a	situation	where	
a	 number	 of	 nations	 seek	 to	 deliberately	
depreciate	 the	 value	 of	 their	 domestic	
currencies	 in	 order	 to	 stimulate	 their	
economies.		

§ It	 is	 a	 condition	 where	 countries	 seek	 to	
gain	a	trade	advantage	over	other	countries	
by	 causing	 the	 exchange	 rate	 of	 their	
currency	 to	 fall	 in	 relation	 to	 other	
currencies.		

§ As	 the	 exchange	 rate	 of	 a	 country's	
currency	 falls,	 exports	 become	 more	
competitive	in	other	countries,	and	imports	
into	 the	 country	 become	 more	 and	 more	
expensive.		

§ Both	 the	 effects	 benefit	 the	 domestic	
industry,	 and	 thus	 employment,	 which	
receives	 a	 boost	 in	 demand	 from	 both	
domestic	and	foreign	markets.	

§ Although	currency	
depreciation	or	devaluation	is	 a	 common	
occurrence	in	the	foreign	exchange	market,	
the	 hallmark	 of	 a	 currency	 war	 is	 the	
significant	number	of	nations	that	may	be	
simultaneously	 engaged	 in	 attempts	 to	
devalue	their	currency	at	the	same	time.	

§ The	price	increases	for	imported	goods	(as	
well	 as	 in	 the	 cost	 of	 foreign	 travel)	 are	
unpopular	among	citizens	as	they	harm	the	
citizens'	 purchasing	 power,	 and	 when	 all	
countries	 adopt	 a	 similar	 strategy,	 it	 can	
lead	 to	 a	 general	 decline	 in	 international	
trade,	harming	all	countries.	

Why	in	the	news?	

§ Due	 to	 increased	 trade	 tensions	 in	 the	
international	platform	especially	involving	
China	 and	 the	 US,	 there	 is	 a	 fear	 that	
countries	 are	 resorting	 to	 this	 method	 to	
gain	unfair	advantage	over	competitors.	
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Turkish	Lira	
What	happened?	

§ Due	to	a	diplomatic	spat,	USA	had	imposed	
economic	sanctions	on	Turkey.	

§ This	 resulted	 in	 the	 value	 of	 the	 Turkish	
Lira,	the	currency	of	Turkey	to	drop	down	
drastically.		

§ The	US	actions	have	also	affected	most	of	
Asian	currencies	including	the	rupee.		

§ Because	 of	 this,	 the	 rupee	 value	 has	 also	
fallen	drastically.		

	
What	happened	to	the	Rupee?	

§ The	exchange	rate	of	INR	to	USD	dived	past	
the	70	rupees	mark	and	became	70.10,	for	
the	first	time	in	history.	

§ The	RBI	has	stepped	 in	 to	 slow	down	 the	
fall	 to	 keep	 the	 exchange	 around	 69	
rupees/dollar.	

§ This	 decline	 in	 value	 happened	 as	 a	 by-
product	 of	 the	 sanctions	 imposed	 on	
Turkey,	 leading	 to	 the	 devaluation	 of	 the	
Turkish	 Lira	 combined	 with	 problems	
already	 faced	 by	 India	 such	 as	 Current	
Account	Deficit	due	to	higher	oil	prices.		

Can	 India	 do	 anything	 about	 this	

unprecedented	depreciation?	
§ The	Economic	Affairs	Secretary	noted	that	

the	 depreciating	 rupee	 is	 in	 the	 current	
trend	 of	 depreciating	 currencies	 in	major	
economies	and	those	were	external	factors,	
which	India	doesn’t	have	a	role	to	play	in.	

§ Hence	 little	 can	 be	 done	 from	 the	 Indian	
side	and	such	a	depreciation	is	not	a	cause	
for	worry,	at	least	for	now.	

What	it	means	for	tourism	in	India?	

§ Falling	 rupee	 positive	 for	 growth	 of	
inbound	tourism:			 	 	

§ This	 is	 because	 due	 to	 a	 cheap	 rupee,	
Tourists	 from	abroad	would	 find	 India	an	
affordable	destination.		

§ However,	 travel	 from	India	to	abroad	will	
become	 more	 expensive	 and	 hence,	
outbound	tourism	from	India	may	dip.	

What	it	means	for	textile	sector?	

§ Weak	rupee	good	for	textiles	and	clothing		

§ As	with	 the	 general	 trend,	 a	 cheap	 rupee	
helps	 Indian	 exporters	 better	 sell	 their	
goods	abroad	because	more	goods	can	be	
bought	 with	 the	 same	 amount	 of	 money,	
from	a	buyer’s	perspective.		
Hence,	Indian	exports	get	cheaper.		
This	benefits	the	textile	sector.	However,	if	
the	competitors	such	as	China	provide	even	
cheaper	 goods	 for	 the	 same	 price,	 Indian	
exporters	may	not	be	benefitted.	

What	about	our	forex	reserve?	

§ The	Finance	Minister	Arun	Jaitley	assured	
all	 that	 India	 had	 sufficient	 foreign	
exchange	reserves	to	meet	any	situation	in	
the	 financial	 market	 such	 as	 adequate	
import	 cover,	 etc.,	 to	 assuage	 the	 various	
sectors	of	the	economy.	

What	are	Forex	Reserves?	

§ Foreign	exchange	reserves	of	a	country	are	
money	 or	 other	 assets	 held	 by	 a	 central	
bank	 or	 other	 monetary	 authority	 in	
foreign	currencies.		

§ They	are	held	so	that	it	can	be	used	to	back	
its	liabilities,	such	as	the	currency	issued	by	
the	 central	 bank,	 as	 well	 as	 the	 various	
bank	 reserves	 deposited	with	 the	 central	
bank	 by	 the	 government	 and	 other	
financial	institutions.		

§ They	are	also	used	as	a	tool	in	influencing	
the	monetary	policy	to	an	extent	

§ The	RBI	holds	 India’s	 forex	reserve	 to	 the	
tune	of	$424	billion	as	of	April	2018	

What	about	oil	import	bill?	

§ Oil	is	the	primary	import	item	of	India.		
§ Due	to	global	issues	such	as	depreciation	of	

rupee	 due	 to	 US	 sanctions	 on	 Turkey,	
strengthening	of	the	US	dollar,	etc,	imports	
have	 become	 increasingly	 expensive	 for	
emerging	markets	including	India.	

§ Coupled	with	 already	 increased	 oil	 prices	
and	increased	demand	for	fuel,	this	would	
increase	 the	 cost	 our	 import	 bills	 to	 USD	
26Bn.	

What	are	the	downstream	effects?	
§ This	could	increase	in	fuel	price.	Such	a	rise,	

could	 have	 cascading	 effects	 on	
transportation	costs,	which	 in	 turn	would	
affect	 the	 prices	 of	 various	 commodities	
and	trigger	inflation.	

What	it	means	for	Tea	Industry?	

§ Lower	 value	 rupee	 makes	 tea	 exports,	
which	 is	 a	major	 export	 product	 of	 India,	
more	 competitive	 in	 comparison	 with	
other	 Tea	 exporters	 such	 as	 Sri	 Lanka,	
Kenya,	 China	 and	 hence	 earns	 valuable	
foreign	exchange.	
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§ The	Tea	industry	is	also	looking	at	possible	
new	markets	 such	 as	 Kazakhstan,	 Russia,	
etc	to	diversify	its	market.	

	

Retail	inflation	
What	is	retail	inflation?	

§ Retail	inflation	means	the	increase	in	prices	
of	 certain	 products	 or	 commodities	 with	
regards	to	a	base	price.	

§ Consumer	often	directly	buys	from	retailer.	
So,	the	inflation	experienced	at	retail	shops	
is	 the	actual	reflection	of	 the	price	rise	 in	
the	country.		

§ In	 India,	 retail	 inflation	 is	 linked	 to	
Consumer	 Price	 Index	 (CPI)	 which	 is	
managed	by	Ministry	of	Statistics.		

§ CPI	 numbers	 are	 widely	 used	 as	 a	
macroeconomic	indicator	of	inflation,	as	a	
tool	by	governments	and	central	banks.	

Why	in	the	news?	
§ Retail	 inflation	 has	 slowed	 down	 and	 is	

only	 at	 4.17%	 since	 July	 last	 year	 and	 is	
expected	 to	 remain	 so	 for	 the	 coming	 2	
months.	

§ This	results	in	a	stability	of	prices	and	thus	
benefit	consumers	and	sellers.	

	
	

Solar	Safeguard	Duty		
What	happened	before?	

§ To	 protect	 indigenous	 industries	 from	
cheap	foreign	imports	regarding	solar	cells	
procurement,	 the	 government	 had	
proposed	a	tariff	of	25%for	solar	cells	from	
China	and	Malaysia.	

§ However,	 it	 was	 found	 that	 the	 action	
would	affect	India’s	quest	to	harness	more	
clean	 energy	 resources	 and	 hence	 help	 it	
realize	 its	 global	 environmental	
commitments	including	Paris	Goals	besides	
cut	 the	 import	 bill	 of	 India’s	 coal	 and	
petroleum	needs.	

Why	in	the	news?	
§ Considering	 the	 above,	 the	 Odisha	 High	

Court	has	granted	a	temporary	stay	to	the	
government	 tariff	 and	 pending	 further	
decision	 after	 gathering	 adequate	

information,	 a	 decision	 shall	 be	 arrived	
regarding	the	issue.	

	

Trade	deficit	
What	is	Trade	Deficit?	

§ A	trade	deficit	 is	an	economic	measure	of	
international	 trade	 in	 which	 a	
country's	imports	exceeds	its	exports.		

§ A	 trade	 deficit	 represents	 an	 outflow	 of	
domestic	currency	to	foreign	markets.		

§ It	is	also	referred	to	as	a	negative	balance	of	
trade	(BOT).		

Why	in	the	news?	

§ Trade	deficit	has	widened	to	a	5-year	high	
as	per	the	recent	data.	

§ Oil	imports	into	India	were	at	its	highest	at	
about	USD	12.35	billion,	a	massive	increase	
of	57.4%.	

§ This	 is	 despite	merchandise	 exports	 from	
India	 increasing	 by	 14.3%.	 and	 the	 net	
trade	deficit	stood	at	USD	16.6	Bn.	

	

Steel	imports	surge	
Background	

§ India	 is	 a	 producer	 of	 steel,	 having	 vast	
quantities	 of	 iron	 ore	 and	 other	 required	
minerals	 for	 the	 manufacture	 of	 steel	 in	
considerable	quantities.	

§ However,	 of	 late	 this	 core	 sector	 is	 not	
doing	very	well	owing	to	multiple	reasons.	

§ Amidst	 the	 backdrop	 of	 indigenous	 steel	
industries	 doing	 below	 desired	 levels,	
coupled	with	US	tariffs	on	imported	steel	to	
protect	 their	 industries,	countries	such	as	
Japan,	China	and	Korea	are	looking	towards	
India	as	a	suitable	market	for	their	exports.	

	
What’s	in	the	news?	

§ As	 a	 result	 of	 the	 above-mentioned	
circumstances,	 the	market	is	 flooded	with	
cheap	 imports,	 which	may	 be	 good	 news	
for	industries	using	steel	as	a	raw	material	
but	bad	news	 for	 those	who	manufacture	
steel,	 effectively	 hurting	 the	 steel	
manufacturing	 industry,	 which	 already	 is	
stricken	with	a	series	of	problems.	
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§ The	government	 is	 considering	 to	 impose	
tariffs	to	protect	local	industries.	

	

NPCI	&	UPI	
What	is	NPCI?	

§ National	 Payments	 Corporation	 of	 India	
(NPCI)	is	the	umbrella	organisation	for	all	
retail	 payment	 systems	 in	 India,	 which	
aims	 to	 allow	 all	 Indian	 citizens	 to	 have	
unrestricted	access	to	e-payment	services.		

§ Founded	 in	2008,	 NPCI	 is	 a	 not-for-profit	
organisation	registered	under	section	8	of	
the	Companies	Act	2013.		

§ The	organisation	is	owned	by	a	consortium	
of	major	banks,	and	has	been	promoted	by	
the	 country’s	 central	 bank,	 the	 Reserve	
Bank	of	India.		

§ Its	 recent	 work	 of	 developing	 Unified	
Payments	Interface	aims	to	move	India	to	a	
cashless	 society	 with	 only	 digital	
transactions.		

	
What	is	UPI?	

§ Unified	 Payments	 Interface	 (UPI)	 is	 an	
instant	 real-time	 payment	 system	
developed	 by	 National	 Payments	
Corporation	of	India	facilitating	inter-bank	
transactions.		

§ The	 interface	 is	 regulated	 by	 the	 Reserve	
Bank	 of	 India	 and	 works	 by	 instantly	
transferring	 funds	 between	 two	 bank	
accounts	on	a	mobile	platform.	

§ Being	 a	 digital	 payment	 system,	 it	 is	
available	24-7	and	across	public	holidays.	
Unlike	 traditional	 mobile	 wallets,	 which	
takes	 a	 specified	 amount	 of	 money	 from	
user	and	stores	it	in	its	own	accounts,	UPI	
withdraws	 and	 deposits	 funds	 directly	
from	 the	 bank	 account	 whenever	 a	
transaction	is	requested.		

§ It	uses	Virtual	Payment	Address	(a	unique	
ID	provided	by	the	bank),	Account	Number	
with	IFS	Code,	Mobile	Number	with	MMID	
(Mobile	 Money	 Identifier),	 Aadhaar	
Number,	or	a	one-time	use	Virtual	ID.		

§ A	 UPI-PIN	 (UPI	 Personal	 Identification	
number	that	one	creates	on	the	UPI	app	of	
the	 bank)	 is	 required	 to	 confirm	 each	
payment.	

Why	in	the	news?	
§ NPCI	has	introduced	UPI	2.0	with	advanced	

security	and	overdraft	features.	

§ The	features	in	the	system	are	comparable	
with	global	standards.	

City-level	GDP	
Background	

§ Indian	population	is	increasingly	moving	to	
urban	 areas	 where	 there	 is	 a	 higher	
concentration	 of	 economic	 activities	 in	
comparison	with	rural	areas.	

§ The	urban	areas	also	contribute	to	a	higher	
percentage	of	the	country’s	GDP	(projected	
to	be	75%	of	India’s	GDP	by	2020)	

Why	in	the	news?	
§ So	 far,	 parameters	 in	 the	 economy	 were	

based	on	the	national	level	GDP.	
§ However,	 the	 contributions	 of	 individual	

cities	would	be	determined	if	there	were	a	
city-based	GDP	Index.	

§ Such	an	index	would	help	in	assessing	the	
required	 infrastructure,	 investment	 and	
the	 procuring	 the	 funds	 to	 address	 these	
issues.	

§ This	will	achieve	the	core	objectives	of	the	
Smart	Cities	Mission-better	quality	of	 life,	
thriving	 economy	 and	 sustainable	
development.	

	

MSME	credit	growth	
Background	

§ Due	 to	 note	 ban,	 compounded	 by	 GST	
issues,	 the	 MSME	 sector,	 which	 provides	
major	 employment	 to	 people	 has	 been	
negatively	impacted.		

Why	in	news?	

§ An	 RBI	 study	 on	 the	 credit	 issues	 with	
MSME	 sector	 in	 this	 context	 has	 been	
released	

What	are	the	findings?	
§ The	 credit	 (loans	 given	 to	 enterprises	 by	

banks/NBFCs)	availed	by	the	MSME	sector	
for	 various	 economic	 activities	 seems	 to	
have	 recovered	with	 the	micro	 and	 small	
enterprises	doing	extremely	well.	

§ Credit	 to	MSME	was	at	8.5%	growth	rate,	
similar	to	the	growth	rate	before	the	note	
ban	and	GST	implementations.	

§ The	MSME	sector	is	particularly	vulnerable	
to	 various	 economic	 shocks	 as	 most	 of	
them	 deal	 with	 liquid	 cash	 to	 provide	
wages	to	labourers,	mostly	in	the	informal	
sector	 and	 due	 to	 the	 small	 size	 of	 the	
enterprise,	hence	a	cash	crunch	has	direct	
impact	on	this	sector,	affecting	all	economic	
activities.
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International	Relations	
	

India-built	houses	in	Sri	Lanka	
Who	are	Sri	Lankan	Tamils?	

§ Tamil	people	were	brought	in	from	India	to	
work	 as	 bonded	 labourers	 in	 the	 tea	
estates,	located	in	the	central	hilly	regions	
of	Sri	Lanka	during	the	British	rule.			

§ This	community	is	also	known	as	Malayaha	
or	 Hill	 Tamil	 community	 and	 contribute	
immensely	 to	 the	 tea	 industry,	which	 is	a	
major	economic	provider	for	Sri	Lanka.	

§ Despite	freedom	from	the	British	rule,	their	
living	 and	 work	 conditions	 remain	
substandard.	 They	 are	 a	
backward/neglected	community.	

§ After	decades	of	Civil	War,		
Why	in	the	news?	

§ Recently,	 India	 is	 participating	 with	 Sri	
Lanka	for	the	effective	rehabilitation	of	Sri	
Lankan	 Tamils	 by	 building	 infrastructure	
such	as	houses	for	them.	As	many	as	14000	
thousand	 houses	 have	 been	 built	 for	 this	
community.	

§ These	 were	 handed	 over	 to	 the	
beneficiaries	 by	 the	 Sri	 Lankan	 PM,	 Ranil	
Wickramasinghe,	who	 appreciated	 India’s	
positive	role	played	in	the	process.	

	
	

Indian	aid	to	SAARC	
What	is	SAARC?	

§ It	 is	 the	 acronym	 for	 South	 Asian	
Association	 for	 Regional	 Cooperation,	 a	
regional	 intergovernmental	 and	
geopolitical	union	of	South	Asia.	

§ Established	in	1985,	in	Dhaka,	its	members	
consist	 of	 Afghanistan,	 Pakistan,	 India,	
Nepal,	 Bhutan,	 Maldives,	 Sri	 Lanka	 and	
Bangladesh.	

§ Its	 secretariat	 is	 located	 in	 Kathmandu,	
Nepal.	

§ SAARC	promotes	development	of	economic	
and	regional	integration.		

Why	in	the	news?	

§ Except	Pakistan,	all	other	member	regions	
receive	significant	assistance	from	India	for	
various	 developmental	 activities,	 thereby	
earning	goodwill.	

§ However,	 in	 recent	 years,	 except	 for	
Maldives,	where	despite	deteriorating	ties	
with	Maldives,	 India	 has	 increased	 aid	 to	
the	 nation	 for	 various	 developmental	
activities,	 all	 other	 nations	 in	 the	 SAARC	
group	 have	 seen	 a	 decline	 in	 aid	 they	
receive	from	India.	

§ This	 runs	 contradictory	 to	 the	
‘Neighbourhood-first’	 policy	 first	 mooted	
by	India	during	the	first	years	of	PM	Modi’s	
tenure.		

Neighbourhood-First	Policy	

§ It	is	the	Indian	foreign	policy	which	focuses	
on	 improving	 ties	with	 India’s	 immediate	
neighbours.		

	

Illegal	migrants	of	Indian	Origin	
Who	are	Illegal	Migrants?	

§ It	 generally	 refers	 to	 people	 of	 foreign	
origin,	 who	 reside	 in	 another	 country	
without	 valid	 documents	 such	 as	 Visa	 or	
even	a	passport.	

§ But	most	of	them	enter	the	foreign	country	
on	a	valid	visa	and	overstay	in	that	country	
even	after	the	visa	duration	expires.	

§ Such	people	enter	a	foreign	country	usually	
for	better	socio-economic	prospects	due	to	
poor	situations	in	their	home	countries.	

§ They	 may	 also	 be	 fleeing	 from	 war-torn	
countries	like	Syria	or	Afghanistan.	

§ There	 are	 considerable	 illegal	 migrants	
suspected	to	be	of	Indian	origin	residing	in	
the	UK.	

Why	in	the	news?	

§ An	 MoU	 regarding	 the	 problem	 of	 such	
illegal	 migrants	 was	 initiated	 between	
India	and	UK	but	was	not	signed	by	India.		

Bone	of	Contention	
§ This	 is	 due	 to	 disagreement	 on	 certain	

aspects,	notably:		
o The	methods	proposed	by	UK	such	

as	DNA	tests	to	identify	their	origin	
o Allegation	 of	 a	 disproportionately	

high	 number	 of	 such	 illegal	
migrants	from	India	as	reported	by	
the	UK	

o UK	 wants	 India	 to	 identify	 Indian	
citizens	 in	 a	 very	 short	 time	
duration	upon	notification,	so	 that	
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it	can	start	the	deportation	process	
immediately.	

	

China	in	Iran	
China-	Iran	Relations	

§ China	 and	 Iran	 enjoy	 great	 relations	 and	
that	is	evident	by	the	volume	of	trade	and	
cooperation	between	the	two	countries	in	
many	fields.	

§ The	relations	have	been	stronger	since	the	
West	 (Europe	 and	 US)	 have	 been	 very	
suspicious	 of	 Iran’s	 intentions	 in	 the	
Middle	 East,	 which	 is	 a	 highly	 volatile	
geopolitical	area.	

§ Iran	 faced	 a	number	of	 sanctions	notably	
from	 the	USA	 for	 its	Nuclear	programme,	
which	 were	 eased	 earlier	 but	 again	
invoked.	

§ As	 a	 result	 of	 this,	 Iran	 has	 been	 tilting	
closer	towards	China	and	Russia	to	counter	
balance	US	pressure.	

Why	in	the	news?	

§ In	 the	 background	 of	 sanctions	 being	 re-
invoked	 on	 Iran	 by	 the	 US,	 foreign	 firms,	
notably	 European	 ones	 are	 increasingly	
pulling	out	of	economic	projects	in	Iran	

§ The	 latest	pull-out	 is	 by	 a	French	Oil	 and	
Gas	firm	(Total	of	France)	from	developing	
the	South	Pars	Gas	field	(the	single	largest	
gas	field	in	the	world)	in	order	to	prevent	
being	punished	by	the	US.	

§ China	 has	 filled	 in	 the	 vacuum,	 buying	 a	
majority	 stake,	 thus	 defying	 US	 sanctions	
and	 maintains	 that	 it	 protests	 such	
unilateral	 sanctions	 and	 will	 continue	 to	
pursue	 legal,	 legitimate,	 reasonable	
interests	with	Iran.	

	

	
	

Durga	Puja	Diplomacy	
Durga	Puja	

§ Annual	 Festival	 that	 celebrates	 the	Hindu	
God	Durga.	

§ It	 is	 very	 popular	 in	 West	 Bengal,	 Bihar,	
Jharkhand,	Odisha,	Assam,	and	Tripura	

§ The	 Durga	 Puja	 marks	 the	 victory	 of	
goddess	 Durga	 with	 the	 demon	
Mahishasura.		

Why	in	news?	
§ Chinese	consulate	will	fly	in	martial	artists	

who	will	 perform	 in	 the	Durga	 Puja	 from	
October	15	to	17,	in	Kolkata	

§ This	 will	 be	 the	 first	 time	 that	 a	 Chinese	
consulate	is	getting	associated	with	Durga	
Puja	in	such	a	manner.	

§ The	 extravaganza	will	 include	 Indian	 and	
Chinese	 artists	 from	 Yunnan	 Province	 in	
South	East	China	showcasing	their	cultures	
including	 dances,	 martial	 arts	 (such	 as	
Kung	Fu)	and	other	cultural	activities.	

§ This	 type	 of	 diplomacy	 will	 enhance	
people-people	 ties	 and	 cooperation	 and	
help	 in	 better	 relations	 between	 the	 two	
countries.	
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Science	&	Technology	
	

ISRO	TV	
ISRO	

§ The	 acronym	 for	 Indian	 Space	 Research	
Organisation,	 it	 is	 responsible	 for	 India’s	
space	missions.	 The	 organization	 directly	
responds	 to	 the	PMO.	The	organization	 is	
quite	well	known	for	its	successful,	yet	cost	
effective	missions.	

Why	in	the	news?		
§ ISRO	 will	 soon	 be	 launching	 its	 own	 TV	

channel	 called	 ISRO	 TV	 to	 broadcast	
information	 targeting	 young	
viewers/people	 in	 remote	 areas	 in	 their	
language	 on	 topics	 such	 as	 space	
applications,	 developments	 and	 science	
issues,	etc.	

	

Parker	Probe		
What	is	Parker	Probe?	

§ NASA’s	 Parker	 Probe	 will	 be	 the	 first	
spacecraft	to	come	in	the	closest	proximity	
with	the	Sun	in	order	to	study	phenomena	
such	 as	 solar	 storms,	 which	 have	 great	
effects	on	earth.	

§ The	spacecraft,	about	the	size	of	a	small	car,	
will	 travel	 directly	 into	 the	 Sun's	
atmosphere	about	4	million	miles	from	the	
surface,	 facing	 heat	 and	 radiation	 like	 no	
spacecraft	before	it.	

§ This	is	the	first	time	a	NASA	spacecraft	was	
named	 after	 a	 living	 person,	 honouring	
solar	astrophysicist	Eugene	Parker	

Significance	of	the	study	

§ It	will	 provide	 new	 data	 on	 solar	 activity	
and	 make	 critical	 contributions	 to	 our	
ability	 to	 forecast	 major	 space-weather	
events	that	impact	life	on	Earth.		

§ Such	studies	can	help	us	minimize	damages	
to	 equipment	 such	 as	 satellites	 and	other	
transmission	 systems	 and	 better	 predict	
such	outbursts.	

Why	in	the	news?	

§ The	Parker	Probe	was	launched	on	August	
12th	2018	and	its	mission	life	is	expected	to	
be	close	to	7	years.	

NASA	

§ The	 National	 Aeronautics	 and	 Space	
Administration	 (NASA)	 is	 an	 independent	
agency	 of	 the	 executive	 branch	 of	 the	
federal	 government	 of	 the	 United	 States	
responsible	for	the	civilian	space	program,	
as	 well	 as	 aeronautics	 and	 aerospace	
research.	

	
TB	Drug	for	Telangana	
Tuberculosis	

§ An	 infectious	 Bacterial	 disease	 caused	 by	
Mycobacterium	tuberculosis.	

§ Contagious	and	spreads	through	air	when	
infected	person	coughs	or	sneezes.	

§ Affects	 the	 Respiratory	 system,	 especially	
the	lungs.		

Drug	resistance		
§ TB	causing	bacteria	showing	resistance	to	

drugs	 which	 are	 generally	 used	 to	 treat	
them.	

§ Multi-Drug	 Resistance	 (MDR)	 –	 Drug	
resistance	 to	 Isoniazid	 and	 Rifampicin,	
known	as	first	line	drugs	to	treat	TB.	

§ There	is	an	increase	in	MDR	TB	cases	both	
globally	and	in	India	in	last	10	years.	

§ Extensively	 drug	 resistant	 TB	 (XDR-TB)	
MDR-TB	 with	 additional	 resistance	 to	 at	
least	one	 fluoroquinolone	and	one	second	
line	inject-able	drug.	

§ Fluroquinolones	 are	 also	 a	 class	 of	 drugs	
also	used	in	TB	treatment.	

Significance	of	drug	resistance	
§ Due	 to	 improper	 administration,	 patients	

develop	 anti	TB	drug	 resistance	 and	such	
cases	increase	chances	of	death	of	patients,	
making	 TB	 one	 of	 the	 diseases	 with	 the	
largest	mortality	rate.	

Why	in	the	news?	

§ Bedaquiline,	a	drug	that	is	effective	to	treat	
multi	drug	resistant	TB	cases	is	available	in	
Hyderabad	 and	 Warangal	 in	 Telangana	
through	 Central	 Government	 monitored	
outlets	exclusively.	

§ It	reduces	treatment	time	from	2	years	to	6	
months.	

Why	only	in	government	monitored	outlets?	

§ This	 is	 because	 studies	 are	 still	 being	
carried	 out	 and	 in	 order	 to	 prevent	 drug	
resistance	 to	 this	 drug,	 only	 government	
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outlets	 sell	 them	 and	 moreover,	 the	
patients	 are	 closely	 monitored	 during	
treatment.	

§ It	will	be	made	available	I	other	parts	of	the	
country	soon.	

	

Paleo-rivers	
What	is	a	paleo	river?	

§ It	is	a	remnant	of	an	inactive	river	or	stream	
channel	 that	 has	 been	 filled	 or	 buried	 by	
younger	sediment.		

§ The	sediments	 that	 the	ancient	channel	 is	
cut	 into	 or	 buried	 by	 can	 be	
unconsolidated,	 semi-consolidated,	
consolidated	or	lithified.	

Why	in	the	news?	
§ Study	of	paleo-rivers	throws	new	findings	

related	to	the	Harappan	civilization.		
What	is	the	finding?	

§ It	 was	 found	 that	 the	 rivers	 in	 the	 Indus	
basin	 had	 changed	 their	 courses	 almost	
35000	 years	 before	 the	 advent	 of	 the	
Harappan	civilization.	

	

Bed	net	to	prevent	malaria	
Malaria	

§ Malaria	 is	 a	 mosquito-borne	 infectious	
disease	 affecting	 humans	 and	 other	
animals	 caused	 by	 parasitic	 single-celled	
microorganisms	 belonging	 to	 the	
Plasmodium	group.		

§ Malaria	 causes	 symptoms	 that	 typically	
include	 fever,	 tiredness,	 vomiting,	 and	
headaches.	 In	 severe	 cases	 it	 can	 cause	
yellow	 skin,	 seizures,	 coma,	 or	 death.		
Symptoms	usually	begin	ten	to	fifteen	days	
after	being	bitten	by	an	infected	mosquito.	

§ 	If	 not	 properly	 treated,	 people	may	 have	
recurrences	of	the	disease	months	later.		In	
those	 who	 have	 recently	 survived	 an	
infection,	reinfection	usually	causes	milder	
symptoms.	 This	 partial	 resistance	
disappears	 over	 months	 to	 years	 if	 the	
person	 has	 no	 continuing	 exposure	 to	
malaria.		

Vector	&	Transmission	

§ The	disease	is	most	commonly	transmitted	
by	an	infected	female	Anopheles	mosquito.		

§ The	mosquito	bite	introduces	the	parasites	
from	the	mosquito's	saliva	into	a	person's	
blood.		

§ The	parasites	travel	to	the	liver	where	they	
mature	and	reproduce.	

Why	in	the	news?	

§ The	 nets	 containing	 pyrethroid,	 an	
insecticide,	repels	and	kills	the	mosquitoes.		

What	are	the	findings?	

§ The	 net	 also	 impacts	 the	 insect	 growth	
regulator,	 pyriproxyfen,	 which	 shortens	
the	 lives	of	mosquitoes	 and	 reduces	 their	
ability	to	reproduce.		

§ In	 areas	 with	 the	 new	 combination	 bed	
nets,	there	was	a	51	per	cent	reduction	in	
risk	 of	 a	 malaria-infective	 mosquito	 bite	
compared	to	areas	with	conventional	nets.	

§ This	 shows	 a	 new	 effective	 way	 to	 check	
malarial	infections.		

	

Scientists	to	test	land	for	LIGO.	
What	is	LIGO?	

§ The	 Laser	 Interferometer	 Gravitational-
Wave	Observatory	 (LIGO)	 is	 a	 large-scale	
physics	 experiment	 and	 observatory	 to	
detect	 cosmic	 gravitational	 waves	 and	 to	
develop	 gravitational-wave	 observations,	
to	be	used	as	an	astronomical	tool.	

§ Such	observatories	 are	 located	 across	 the	
globe	at	various	locations.	

§ In	 India,	 it	 is	 proposed	 to	 be	 located	 at	
Hingoli,	Maharashtra.	

Why	in	the	news?	
§ Recently	 the	 environment	 ministry	 had	

permitted	 scientists	 to	 conduct	 land	
suitability	 tests	 at	 the	 proposed	 site	 in	
Hingoli,	Maharashtra.	

§ This	 is	 global	 level	 cooperation	 involving	
many	nations	and	is	carried	out	in	India	by	
the	 Department	 of	 Atomic	 Energy	 (DAE)	
and	Department	of	Science	and	Technology	
(DST).	

§ The	cost	of	the	project	is	around	INR	1,200	
crores	and	is	expected	to	be	ready	by	2025.	
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Environment	
	

Coral	reefs	&	global	warming	
What	are	Coral	Reefs?	

§ A	 coral	 reef	 is	 an	 underwater	 ecosystem	
characterized	by	reef-building	corals.	Reefs	
are	formed	of	colonies	of	coral	polyps	held	
together	by	calcium	carbonate.	Most	coral	
reefs	 are	 built	 from	 stony	 corals,	 whose	
polyps	cluster	in	groups.	

§ Corals	secrete	hard	carbonate	exoskeletons	
that	 support	 and	 protect	 the	 coral.	 Most	
reefs	 grow	 best	 in	 warm,	 shallow,	 clear,	
sunny	and	agitated	water.	

Significance	of	coral	reefs	

§ Often	 called	 "rainforests	 of	 the	 sea",	
shallow	 coral	 reefs	 form	 some	 of	 Earth's	
most	diverse	ecosystems.		

§ They	occupy	less	than	0.1%	of	the	world's	
ocean	area,	 about	half	 the	 area	of	France,	
yet	they	provide	a	home	for	at	least	25%	of	
all	marine	species,	including	fish,	mollusks,	
worms,	 crustaceans,	 echinoderms,	
sponges,	tunicates	and	other	cnidarians.		

§ Coral	 reefs	 flourish	 in	 ocean	 waters	 that	
provide	 few	 nutrients.	 They	 are	 most	
commonly	 found	 at	 shallow	 depths	 in	
tropical	waters,	 but	deep	water	 and	 cold-
water	coral	reefs	exist	on	smaller	scales	in	
other	areas.	

§ Anthropogenic	 activities	 are	 increasingly	
threatening	coral	reefs.	

Why	in	the	news?	
§ Recent	 concerns	 of	 coral	 bleaching	 and	

death	of	reefs,	that	affects	a	larger	fauna	in	
the	 oceans	 prompted	 the	 study	 of	 coral	
reefs.	

Findings	of	the	study	

§ It	was	found	that	coral	reefs	had	survived	
previous	catastrophical	events	on	the	earth	
way	before	man	came.		

§ This	implies	that	it	could	very	well	survive	
the	 unsustainable	 human	 activities	which	
are	causing	harm	to	them.	

	

Kerala	Floods	
What	happened?	

§ The	 unexpected	 torrential	 rains	 due	 to	 a	
resurgent	monsoon	has	completely	halted	
normal	 life	 in	 13	 of	 the	 14	 districts	 of	
Kerala.	

§ The	 heavy	 rain	 fall	 triggered	 a	 series	 of	
landslides,	aggravating	the	loss	of	life	and	
damage	to	property.	

§ This	 is	 the	 worst	 case	 since	 the	 1924	
floods,	 which	 were	 still	 higher	 in	 their	
intensity.	

§ The	rains	resulted	in	the	flooding	of	all	44	
rivers	 of	 Kerala	 and	 opening	 of	 all	 the	
dams.	

	
Mullaperiyar	dam	

§ It	 is	 a	 British-era	 dam	 built	 by	 John	
Pennycuick	 on	 the	 Periyar	 River,	 in	 the	
cardamom	hills	of	the	Western	Ghats.		

§ The	 Periyar	 National	 Park	 is	 located	
around	the	reservoir.	

§ Though	 the	dam	 is	 located	 in	Kerala,	 it	 is	
operated	by	Tamil	Nadu.		

§ Mullaperiyar	dam,	on	the	river	Periyar	had	
neared	 its	 permitted	 storage	 level	 at	 142	
feet,	 raising	 concerns	 of	 the	 people	 living	
downstream	in	Kerala	especially	in	Idukki	
and	Ernakulam	districts.	

§ However,	TN	Chief	Minister	had	convened	
that	it	would	not	reduce	the	storage	level.	

§ The	TN	CM	had	assured	Kerala	that	the	dam	
was	safe.	

SC	direction	on	Mullaperiyar	Dam	

§ Amidst	 fears	 of	 the	 water	 level	 of	 the	
Mullaperiyar	 Dam	 reaching	 its	 permitted	
upper	 limit	 and	 possible	 flooding	 of	
downstream	 areas	 located	 in	 Kerala	 and	
with	no	 signs	of	 rains	 stopping,	 following	
an	 urgent	 petition	 filed	 at	 the	 Supreme	
Court,	 the	 Court	 ordered	 Tamil	 Nadu	 to	
reduce	the	water	level	to	139	feet	

§ The	excess	water	will	now	be	channeled	to	
the	Vaigai	basin.	

§ This	is	done	to	prevent	any	further	damage	
to	flood	affected	areas	in	Kerala.	

§ The	Supreme	Court	urged	Kerala	and	Tamil	
Nadu	 to	 work	 together	 to	 protect	 the	
interests	of	people	in	the	river	basin.	

Damages	
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§ Due	 to	 the	 unprecedented	 heavy	 rains	
which	 led	 to	 large	 scale	 floods	 and	
landslides,	there	has	been	huge	damage	to	
life	and	property.		

Relief	measures	

§ The	cabinet	secretary,	P	K	Sinha	met	with	
the	 heads	 of	 the	 armed	 forces,	 National	
Disaster	Response	Force	and	other	Central	
armed	police	forces	(CAPFs),	assessing	the	
flood	 situation	 and	 taking	 necessary	
actions	for	the	same.	

§ This	 includes	 provision	 of	 relief	 material	
such	as	food,	clothing,	medicines,	etc.	

§ The	committee	also	reviewed	the	safety	of	
dams	 such	 as	 Mullaperiyar	 with	 the	
necessary	authorities.	

§ 18	 teams	 of	 the	 NDRF,	 9	 columns	 and	 8	
teams	of	the	Engineering	Task	Force	of	the	
Army,	 22	 teams	 of	 the	 Coast	 Guard,	 24	
diving	 teams	 of	 the	 Navy	 along	 with	
helicopters,	aircraft,	boats,	equipment,	 life	
buoys,	 life	 jackets,	 etc.,	 have	 been	 sent	 to	
Kerala	for	rescue	operations.	

	

India’s	first	baby	penguin	
Penguins	

§ Penguins	 are	 a	 group	of	 aquatic	 flightless	
birds	 that	 live	 almost	 exclusively	 in	 the	
Southern	 Hemisphere,	 with	 only	 one	
species,	 the	 Galapagos	 penguin,	 found	
north	of	the	equator	and	are	highly	adapted	
for	life	in	the	water.	

Why	in	the	news?	

§ A	zoo	 located	 in	Byculla,	Mumbai	was	 the	
site	of	the	birth	of	a	penguin,	in	conditions	
similar	 to	 its	 native	 conditions	 created	
artificially.		

§ This	showed	the	possibilities	of	preserving	
and	 increasing	 the	 species’	 number	 away	
from	their	native	lands,	which	may	not	be	
possible	for	a	wide	variety	of	flora/fauna.	

§ Also,	this	is	the	first	Humboldt	penguin	to	
be	 born	 in	 India,	 nicknamed	 as	 the	
‘Freedom	Baby’,	as	it	was	born	on	the	15th	
of	August	

	

	

Colour	coded	Vehicles	
What	is	it?	

§ It	 is	 an	 idea	 proposed	 by	 the	Ministry	 of	
Road	 transport	 and	 Highways	 where	 a	
hologram-based	 coloured	 stickers	 will	 be	
pasted	on	vehicles	to	indicate	the	nature	of	
the	fuel	used	in	them.	

§ Blue:	Petrol,	 CNG	Vehicles.	Orange:	Diesel	
Vehicles.		

Why	is	this	significant?	

§ In	the	light	of	the	increasing	air	pollution,	
this	initiative	will	help	to	better	understand	
the	 nature	 of	 emissions,	 their	 properties	
and	 thus	 find	 solutions	 for	 pollution	
problems	in	the	long	run.	

§ To	start	with,	these	will	be	implemented	in	
the	Delhi-NCR	region	and	then	expanded	to	
other	parts	of	the	country.	

	

DNA	Barcoding	
What	is	DNA	barcoding?	

§ A	method	 for	 identifying	 the	 species	 of	 a	
biological	 specimen,	 based	 on	 comparing	
the	 DNA	 barcode	 of	 the	 specimen	 to	 the	
DNA	 barcodes	 of	 known	 species.	 It	 is	 a	
method	that	uses	a	short	genetic	marker	in	
an	 organism's	 DNA	 to	 identify	 it	 as	
belonging	to	a	particular	species.	

§ The	DNA	sequence	can	be	used	to	identify	
different	 species,	 in	 the	 same	 way	 a	
supermarket	 scanner	 uses	 the	 familiar	
black	stripes	of	the	UPC	barcode	to	identify	
the	purchases.	

Why	in	the	news?	

§ Using	DNA	barcoding	method,	it	was	found	
that	 certain	 species	 of	 frogs	 such	 as	
narrow-mouthed	frog	are	in	much	smaller	
area	 of	 distribution	 than	 previously	
believed	by	using	this	technique.	

§ There	are	certain	other	species	also	which	
have	been	recently	been	reported	such	as	
Nilphamari,	Mymensingh	and	Mukhlesur’s	
narrow-mouthed	 frogs,	 all	 found	 in	 the	
India	Subcontinent.
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Miscellaneous	
	

Gallantry	Awards	
What	are	gallantry	awards?	

§ Gallantry	Awards	have	been	 instituted	by	
the	Government	of	India	to	honour	the	acts	
of	 bravery	 and	 sacrifice	 of	 the	
officers/personnel	 of	 the	 Armed	 Forces,	
other	 lawfully	 constituted	 Forces	 and	
civilians.		

§ These	 gallantry	 awards	 are	 announced	
twice	in	a	year	-	first	on	the	occasion	of	the	
Republic	Day	and	 then	on	 the	occasion	of	
the	Independence	Day.	

Types	of	Gallantry	awards	

§ Gallantry	in	the	Face	of	Enemy	
§ Gallantry	Other	than	in	the	Face	of	Enemy	

In	the	face	of	the	enemy	
§ Param	Vir	Chakra	(PVC)	
§ Mahavir	Chakra	(MVC)	
§ Vir	Chakra	

Other	than	in	the	face	of	the	enemy	
§ Ashok	Chakra	
§ Kirti	Chakra	
§ Shaurya	Chakra	

Shaurya	Chakra	
§ The	 Shaurya	 Chakra	 is	 an	 Indian	military	

decoration	awarded	for	valour,	courageous	
action	or	self-sacrifice	while	not	engaged	in	
direct	action	with	the	enemy.		

§ It	may	 be	 awarded	 to	 civilians	 as	well	 as	
military	 personnel,	 sometimes	
posthumously.		

§ It	 is	 third	 in	 order	 of	 precedence	 of	
peacetime	 gallantry	 awards	 and	 comes	
after	 the	 Ashoka	 Chakra	 and	 the	 Kirti	
Chakra.		

Why	in	the	news?	

§ Major	Aditya	Kumar	of	 the	Garwali	Rifles	
and	Rifleman	Aurangzeb	were	awarded	the	
medals	 for	 their	 role	 in	 the	 anti-terrorist	
operations	in	J	and	K.	

§ Major	Aditya	had	 fired	on	 an	unruly	mob	
that	attacked	the	army	in	Shopian.	

§ Rifleman	 Aurangzeb	 was	 killed	 by	
terrorists	 near	 Kalampora	 after	 he	
participated	 in	 the	 killing	 of	 a	 terrorist	
Sameer	Tiger.	He	was	enrolled	in	4-Jammu	
and	Kashmir	Light	 Infantry	and	posted	 to	
44	Rashtriya	Rifles.	
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News	in-depth	
The	Hindu	Editorials	

	

Growth	may	pick	up,	but	concerns	remain.	
Why	in	News?	

§ With	more	than	one	quarter	of	the	year	and	
two	months	of	the	monsoon	over,	it	is	time	
to	 take	 a	 look	 at	 what	 the	 whole	 year	 is	
going	 to	 be	 like	 and	 short-	 and	medium-
term	concerns	of	the	country.	

Sectoral	trends	

Agriculture	
§ The	overall	rainfall	deficiency	was	3%,	The	

area	sown	has	come	down.	Rice-producing	
Bihar,	 for	 instance,	 has	 been	 severely	
affected.	 However,	 the	monsoon	 can	 pick	
up.	 There	 is	 no	 consensus	 on	 the	 future	
behavior	 of	 the	 monsoon.	 Agricultural	
growth	may	at	best	be	equal	to	what	it	was	
last	year	—	3.4%.	

Services	Sector	

§ The	 services	 sector	 may	 perform	 better	
because	 public	 expenditure	 will	 be	
maintained	 at	 a	 high	 level.	 This	 is	 to	 be	
expected,	 as	 this	 happens	 to	 be	 the	 year	
before	the	elections.	

Industrial	Sector	
§ The	Index	of	Industrial	Production	(IIP)	for	

the	 first	 quarter	 shows	 substantial	
improvement	 over	 the	 corresponding	
period	of	the	previous	year.	It	is	important	
to	remember	that	the	correlation	between	
the	 IIP	 and	 national	 income	 data	 on	
manufacturing	 is	 poor.	 Some	 sectors	
(automobiles	and	railway	freight	traffic)	in	
the	first	quarter	have	done	well.		

§ The	problems	of	the	goods	and	services	tax	
(GST)	may	have	been	largely	overcome,	but	
it	is	still	a	work	in	progress.	A	pick-up	in	the	
growth	rate	in	the	manufacturing	sector	is	
likely.	

External	environment	
§ Trade	 Wars-Trade	 wars	 have	 already	

started	 and	 can	 get	 worse.	 The	 U.S.	 has	
raised	duties	 on	 several	 products	 such	 as	
steel	 and	 aluminum,	 and	 on	 certain	
products	 imported	 from	 China.	 In	 turn,	
China	 has	 retaliated.	 India	 has	 also	 been	
caught	in	this	exchange.		

§ Crude	 Oil-There	 are	 country-specific	
sanctions	such	as	those	against	Iran,	which	
have	 a	 direct	 impact	 on	 crude	 oil	 output	
and	prices.	India	benefited	from	the	fall	in	
crude	 prices	 earlier	 but	 this	 position	 has	
reversed.	There	has	been	some	lull	in	crude	
prices.	As	a	net	importer,	India’s	balance	of	
payments	can	take	a	beating	if	crude	prices	
rise	again.	

§ Impact	on	Rupee-Despite	a	current	account	
deficit,	 India’s	rupee	had	remained	strong	
because	of	capital	flows.	With	a	rising	trade	
deficit	 and	 some	 outflow	 of	 capital,	 the	
rupee	has	depreciated.	we	need	to	ensure	
that	 the	rupee	does	not	appreciate	 in	real	
terms	this	is	possible	only	if	our	exports	are	
competitive.	

Banking	

§ The	RBI’s	latest	report	on	financial	stability	
shows	that	the	gross	non-performing	asset	
(NPA)	ratio	of	scheduled	commercial	banks	
rose	to	11.6%	(March	2018).	The	ratio	for	
public	sector	banks	was	15.6%.		

§ The	high	NPA	level	has	a	dampening	effect	
on	 the	 provision	 of	 new	 credit.	 In	 fact,	
credit	 to	 the	 industrial	 sector	 has	 slowed	
down	 considerably.	 Unless	 the	 banking	
system	recovers	fast,	it	is	difficult	to	sustain	
a	high	growth	of	the	industrial	sector.	

Fiscal	Position	

§ So	 far	 in	 the	 current	 year,	 the	 Central	
government’s	fisc	has	been	within	limits.	

§ There	 are	 two	 aspects	 of	 the	 fisc	 which	
need	to	be	kept	under	watch.	One	relates	to	
GST.	It	 is	estimated	that	GST	revenues	are	
currently	 running	 behind	 budgetary	
projections,	 revenues	may	 pick	 up	 in	 the	
second	half.	

§ The	second	concern	relates	to	the	impact	of	
the	 proposed	 minimum	 support	 prices	
(MSPs)	 for	 various	 agricultural	
commodities.	 The	MSPs	 have	 been	 raised	
sharply	 in	 the	 case	 of	 some	 commodities.		
The	burden	on	the	government	as	a	result	
of	the	new	MSPs	is	uncertain	and	needs	to	
be	watched.	
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Expected	Growth	

§ Looking	 at	 the	 overall	 GDP,	 after	 several	
quarters	of	low	growth,	there	was	a	strong	
pick-up	 in	 the	 last	 quarter	 of	 2017-18.	 If	
this	momentum	is	maintained,	the	growth	
rate	(2018-19)	will	certainly	be	above	7%.	

How	much	higher	above	7%	will	depend	on	
a	number	of	factors.	

§ India	 may	 well	 clock	 the	 highest	 growth	
rate	globally,	but	more	is	needed	to	create	
jobs	and	reduce	poverty.	

	

Making	‘lateral	entry’	work	
Why	in	News?	

§ The	 Indian	 government	 has	 taken	 the	
initiative	to	invite	executives	from	beyond	
the	 ranks	 of	 the	 civil	 service	 to	 apply	 for	
certain	Joint	Secretary	posts.		

Lateral	Entry		

The	Lateral	entry	programme	has	the	potential	to	
introduce	new	thinking	and	new	expertise	into	key	
ministries.	 Elements	 that	 increase	 the	 chances	of	
success	of	the	Lateral	Entry	Scheme	are-	

§ Establish	 objective	 criteria-Having	
objective	 criteria	 In	 addition	 to	 ensuring	
transparency	 also	 gives	 decision	 makers	
confidence	that	their	appointments	will	be	
able	to	stand	up	to	public	scrutiny	without	
fear	of	seeming	biased	towards	or	against	
candidates	 for	 caste,	 geography,	 political	
affiliation	or	other	considerations.	

§ Targetting	 the	 required	 talent	 -Public	
announcements	 inviting	 lateral	 entry	
applicants	 for	 open	government	positions	
preserve	 transparency	 but	 are	 not	 very	
effective	 recruiting	 strategies.	 Top	 talent	
has	many	options	outside	of	public	service.	
The	Government	must	proactively	identify	
and	approach	executives	with	 the	desired	
skills	and	experience.	

§ Identifying	 Potential	 -in	 addition	 to	 the	
right	 motivation	 there	 are	 three	 key	

personality	 traits	 that	 predict	 success	 of	
lateral	hires	in	such	roles.	

o The	first	is	resilience,	it	is	essential	
to	have	 the	 ability	 to	persevere	 in	
the	 face	 of	 constant	 pulls	 and	
pressures	 and	 aligning	 multiple	
stakeholders.	

o Secondly,	 the	 lateral	 hires	 should	
have	 a	 high	 level	 of	 curiosity	 and	
eagerness	to	learn.			

o Finally,	they	have	to	have	the	ability	
to	 engage	 others	 and	 the	 to	 build	
consensus	among	stakeholders.	

§ Smaller	 Selection	 Panel	 -According	 to	
experts	 one-on-one	 or	 two-on-one	
interviews	 allow	 for	 a	 much	 more	
meaningful	 exploration	 of	 key	points	 of	 a	
candidate’s	 career,	 their	 mindset	 and	
approach.	More	focused	interviews	should	
be	 supplemented	 with	 extensive	
referencing	 with	 finalist	 candidates.	 This	
combination	 of	 data	 will	 provide	 insight	
into	a	 candidate’s	 character,	 integrity	and	
moral	compass		

§ Accelerate	 the	 new	 hire’s	 integration-	
Successful	 recruiting	 is	 only	 part	 of	 the	
equation;	the	selected	lateral	hire	must	also	
be	prepared	 for	success	 in	his	or	her	new	
organisation,	through	a	systematic	process	
of	training	and	integration.	

	
	

The	Market	across	the	Border	
Introduction	

§ Former	 Pakistani	 Cricketer	 and	 chief	 of	
Tehreek-i-Insaf,	was	 elected	 as	 the	 Prime	
Minister	of	Pakistan.	

§ His	victory	speech	was	welcomed	by	all,	but	
raised	 hopes	 to	 one	 of	 communities	 –
Trading	communities.	

§ He	 insisted	 on	 peace	 and	 harmonious	
relationship	with	all	neighbours	 including	
Indi	 and	 improving	 bilateral	 trade	
relations.	

§ This	 has	 a	 lot	 of	 potential	 in	 moving	
towards	peace	and	prosperity	in	the	region.	

What	does	the	Numbers	Reveal?	

§ Bilateral	trade	had	been	volatile	with	a	high	
of	$2.70	billion	in	2013-14	to	a	low	of	$2.40	
billion	in	2017-18.	

§ In	 these	 five	 years	 Pakistan’s	 export	 to	
India	 stood	 steady,	 but	 India’s	 export	
declined,	yet	managing	to	hold	a	significant	
trade	surplus	of	about	$1.4	billion	in	2017-
18.	

§ Research	 found	 out	 that	 indirect	 trade	
between	 India	 and	 Pakistan,	 routed	
through	 a	 third	 country	 like	 United	 Arab	
Emirates	 estimates	 to	 be	 up	 to	 10	 times	
more	than	direct	trade.	

§ With	 addressing	 issues	 corresponding	 to	
tariff	and	non-tariff	barriers	and	increasing	
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trust	 and	 confidence	 among	 the	 trading	
communities,	 this	 huge	 bilateral	 trade	
potential	can	be	utilised.		

§ While	 tariff	 barriers	 are	 increasing	 of	
duties	 on	 goods,	 non-tariff	 barrier	 can	be	
quotas,	 embargoes,	 sanctions,	 levies	 and	
other	 restrictions	 used	 mostly	 by	
developed	countries	to	restrict	the	amount	
of	trade	from	its	partner	countries.	

Developing	a	Value	Chain	
§ Value	chain	is	a	high-level	model	or	process	

in	 which	 businesses	 undergoes	 the	
following	steps-	

o Receives	raw	material	
o Adds	 value	 to	 the	 raw	 materials	

through	various	processes	to	create	
a	finished	product	

o Sells	 the	 finished	 goods	 to	 the	
customer	

§ The	 global	 economy	 is	 getting	 more	
integrated	and	interdependent	nowadays.	

§ This	 provides	 India	 and	 Pakistan	
opportunities	 to	 diversity	 their	 imports	
and	 exports	 and	 to	 intensify	 their	
integration	in	to	the	global	economy.	

Areas	to	Focus	

§ A	 study	 by	 the	 Bureau	 of	 Research	 on	
Industry	 and	 Economic	 Fundamentals	
(BRIEF),	 New	Delhi,	 looked	 at	developing	
bilateral,	 product-specific,	 regional	 value	
chains.	

§ BRIEF	 is	 a	 research	 and	 consulting	
organisation	with	focus	on	policy	research,	
diagnostic	 studies,	 program	
implementation,	 industry	 and	 market	
research	as	well	as	assessment	of	various	
schemes	 and	 interventions	 in	 the	 socio-
economic	domain.	

§ Textiles	 and	 clothing,	 sports	 goods	 and	
surgical	equipment	were	areas	which	hold	
immense	potential	in	revenue	generation.	

Textile	Sector	

§ A	 bilateral	 engagement	 already	 exists	 in	
this	sector.	

§ Raw	materials	 like	 raw	 cotton,	 fabric	 dye	
and	 grey	 fabric	 like	 polyester,	 chiffon,	
nylon;	blended	fabric	like	cotton-polyester-
viscose	 blend	 for	 denim	 and	 stitched	
clothes	like	track	suits	and	sportswear	are	
needed	in	Pakistan.	

§ Indian	 hubs	 such	 as	 Surat	 and	 Tiruppur	
have	 the	 potential	 to	 supply	 these	 raw	
materials	 to	 Pakistan’s	 major	 production	
centre	 at	 Faisalabad	 and	 its	 Lahore	 and	
Karachi	markets.	

§ Salwar-kameez-dupatta	 made	 of	 lawn	
fabric	and	wedding	attire,	with	Pakistan’s	

expertise	in	this	field	and	demand	in	Indian	
market	for	them,	is	again	a	significant	area	
for	collaboration.	

§ The	market	opportunity	for	these	few	high	
demand	 products	 alone	 is	 about	 $2.3	
billion.	

Sports	Goods	

§ Pakistan’s	 sports	 goods	 manufacturing	
sector	is	emerging	as	an	original	equipment	
manufacturer	for	major	global	brands.	

§ Sialkot	 is	 a	 manufacturing	 hub	 for	
professional	 level	goods	such	as	 footballs,	
hockey	 sticks,	 quality	 leather	 goods,	 and	
weightlifting	and	cycling	gloves.	

§ Some	of	the	above	goods	are	also	imported	
by	India.	

§ Potential	 area	 of	 raw	 material	 and	 semi-
finished	 products	 supply	 could	 be	 tapped	
by	 India,	 for	 which	 Sialkot	 currently	
reaches	other	countries	like	Thailand.	

§ In	 terms	 of	 finished	 goods,	 sportswear	
made	 of	 lycra	 is	 in	 demand	 in	 Pakistan	
which	have	the	market	opportunity	of	$1.1	
billion	left	untapped.	

Health	Care	
§ Pakistan’s	 surgical	 instruments	

manufacturing	 industry	 is	 noted	 for	 its	
expertise.	

§ Pakistan	 is	 a	 major	 supplier	 of	 surgical	
instruments	 to	 the	 U.S.,	 Germany,	 France	
and	Belgium.	

§ India	 is	 a	 large	 medical	 market	 which	
imports	 these	 imports	 these	 instruments	
from	 these	 developed	 countries	 at	 high	
rates.	

§ Direct	 imports	 from	 Pakistan	 to	 India	 in	
this	 area	 would	 ensure	 considerable	
benefits	in	economics	and	logistics.	

§ India	can	potentially	increase	the	supply	of	
stainless	steel,	a	major	raw	material	used	in	
instrument	 manufacturing,	 or	 semi-
finished	products.	

§ Dispensaries	 and	 clinics	 in	 Tier	 2	 and	 3	
cities	in	India,	which	are	not	able	to	afford	
even	 re-useable	 surgical	 instruments	 can	
benefit	 from	 the	 availability	 of	 cheaper,	
new	instruments	from	Pakistan.	

§ Market	opportunity	in	this	sector	is	about	
$804	million.	

Historical	Advantage	

§ Sialkot	 and	 Jalandhar	 were	 a	 unified	
manufacturing	hub	before	Independence.	

§ Most	of	 the	 skilled	 labour	 force	moved	 to	
Sialkot	 following	 the	 Independence	 in	
1947.	
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§ Sialkot	or	Pakistan	got	the	historical	edge	
in	 the	 manufacturing	 of	 surgical	
instruments	with	this.	

Business-Level	Dialogue	

§ To	 bridge	 the	 gap	 between	 actual	 and	
potential	 trade,	 step	 by	 step	 process	 and	
dialogue	is	a	must.	

o Alleviation	of	 fears,	misconception	
and	improve	the	trust	in	the	trading	
community	

o Business	to	business	linkages	need	
to	 be	 formed	 and	 strengthened	
between	actual	traders.		Apart	from	
product	 specific	 industry	
associations	 like	 Jalandhar	 and	
Sialkot,	National	chambers	of	trade	
associations	should	also	step	in.	

o South	 Asian	 Association	 for	
Regional	 Cooperation	 (SAARC)	
business	 traveller	 visas	 must	 be	
implemented	in	practice.	

§ SAARC	 business	 traveller	 visas	 were	
announced	 by	 PM	 Narendra	 Modi	 at	 the	

SAARC	summit	 in	2014,	but	not	had	been	
implemented.	

§ It	 will	 improve	 movement	 of	 business	
personnel	and	trading	communities	hassle	
free	travel	between	the	two	countries.	

Holistic	Development	
§ Issues	 like	 key	 items	 in	 the	 textiles	 and	

clothing	 sector,	 border	 infrastructure	 and	
security	needs	to	be	focussed.	

§ Border	 infrastructure	 and	 security,	
improved	 connectivity	 by	 sea	 and	 air,	
enhanced	 people	 to	 people	 contact	 and	
educational	 exchanges	 are	 other	 areas	 to	
focus.	

Conclusion	

§ Economics	and	politics	are	not	completely	
disconnected	from	each	other.	

§ Political	 level	 engagements	 will	 be	 an	
important	factor	to	reinforce	economic	ties	
between	the	two	countries.	

§ Optimistic	speech	by	Pakistan’s	PM	will	be	
tested	 at	 the	 international	 political	 stage,	
which	 can	 place	 the	 countries	 in	 a	 better	
economic	and	political	situation.	

	

Bringing	Up	a	Science	
Introduction	

§ Neglect	of	a	specific	domain	has	its	share	of	
impact	 to	 the	 holistic	 development	 of	 the	
society.	

§ When	such	a	domain	falls	under	one	of	the	
necessary	spheres	like	health,	education	or	
environmental	conditions,	it	brings	a	larger	
pressure	on	the	population	to	handle	them.	

§ The	 marginalisation	 of	 research	 and	
education	 in	evolutionary	biology	 in	 India	
has	justifiably	been	a	matter	of	concern	for	
some	time.	

Evolutionary	Biology	
§ It	 studies	 the	evolutionary	processes	 that	

produced	 the	 diversity	 of	 life	 on	 Earth,	
starting	from	a	single	common	ancestor.		

§ These	processes	 include	natural	selection,	
common	descent,	and	speciation.	

§ Its	importance	lies	in	the	fact	that	it	helps	
in	understanding	multi-drug	 resistance	 in	
microbes.	

§ The	 nipah	 virus	 outbreak,	 traced	 to	 the	
habitat	 destruction	 of	 fruit	 bats,	 is	 also	 a	
study	in	ecology	and	evolutionary	biology.	

Darwinian	medicine	

§ Darwinian	 medicine	 or	 evolutionary	
medicine	 is	 the	 application	 of	 modern	
evolutionary	 theory	 to	 understanding	
health	and	disease.	

§ It	focuses	on	the	question	of	why	evolution	
has	shaped	these	mechanisms	in	ways	that	
may	leave	us	susceptible	to	diseases.	

§ Modern	medical	 research	 and	practice	on	
the	other	hand	focus	on	the	molecular	and	
physiological	 mechanisms	 underlying	
health	and	disease.	

§ Evolutionary	 approach	 has	 driven	
important	advances	 in	our	understanding	
of	 cancer,	 auto	 immune	 diseases	 and	
anatomy.	

§ In	 India,	 this	 field	 is	 poorly	 taught	 and	
researched.	

Host-Range	Expansion	

§ It	 is	 a	 classic	 example	 of	 evolutionary	
biology	concept.	

§ A	disease-causing	pathogen	usually	attacks	
definite	or	narrow	range	of	hosts.	

§ Owing	to	climate	change	or	other	reasons,	
it	moves	from	one	host	to	another.	

§ This	causes	expansion	of	the	range	of	hosts	
the	pathogen	attacks	and	this	context	had	
been	left	untapped	in	Indian	research	and	
education.	

§ Pathogens	 causing	 zoonotic	 diseases,	 the	
diseases	 spreading	 from	 animals	 to	
humans,	 perform	 this	under	 some	degree	
of	 stress	 caused	 by	 the	 evolution	 of	 its	
atmosphere.	

Academic	Laxity	
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§ Evolutionary	biology	is	at	a	disadvantage	in	
education	too.	

§ No	 postgraduate	 departments	 of	
evolutionary	biology	are	conducted	in	any	
university.	

§ Even	 an	 integrated	 Ph.D.	 course	 in	
Evolutionary	 and	 Organismal	 Biology,	
where	it	 is	an	attached	subject,	conducted	
at	 the	 Jawaharlal	 Nehru	 Centre	 for	
Advanced	 Scientific	 Research	 was	
terminated	a	few	years	ago.	

§ In	spite	of	positive	response	from	students,	
it	had	been	terminated	exposing	the	lack	of	
interest	shown	by	the	Government	towards	
the	growing	field	of	biology.	

The	big	question	

§ DNA	 fingerprinting	 is	 a	 method	 used	 to	
identify	an	individual	from	a	sample	of	DNA	
by	looking	at	unique	patterns	in	their	DNA.	

§ This	 technology	 has	 now	 been	 in	 the	
limelight.	

§ Using	 it	 and	 DNA	 statistics	 for	 forensics	
requires	a	clear	and	definite	understanding	
of	molecular	population	genetics.	

§ But	 the	 standards	 and	 number	 of	
researchers	 working	 in	 these	 areas	
currently	 and	 to	 train	 the	 future	
generations	is	low.	

ISEB	
§ Indian	 Society	 of	 Evolutionary	 Biologists	

has	been	established	recently	by	a	group	of	
evolutionary	biologists.	

§ This	platform	brings	together	practitioners	
and	senior	researchers	from	the	field.	

§ A	significant	development	 as	 also	 aims	 to	
reach	members	of	the	public	and	get	them	
to	engage	with	the	mission	of	the	society.	

Conclusion	
§ To	 effectively	 leverage	 scientific	

understanding	 to	 address	 problems	 of	
health,	 environment,	 agriculture	 and	
societal	 breakdowns,	 the	 importance	 of	
evolutionary	perspective	is	needed.	

§ Steps	needs	 to	 institute	 this	area	of	study	
and	research	with	proper	standards	should	
be	promoted	in	order	to	study	the	diseases	
and	 disease	 causing	 pathogens	 more	
effectively.	

	
“If	 India	 wishes	 to	 effectively	 leverage	 scientific	
understanding	 to	 address	 problems	 of	 public	
health,	 environment,	 agriculture	 and	 societal	
breakdowns,	 it	 cannot	 be	 done	 without	 greatly	
enhancing	our	appreciation	of	the	importance	of	an	
evolutionary	 perspective	 in	 attacking	 these	
problems,”	says	Mr.	Joshi,	a	member	of	the	ISEB.	At	
present,	 the	 Society	 has	 a	 small	 membership,	
mainly	 active	 researchers	 in	 the	 field	 of	
evolutionary	biology.	For	it	to	be	embraced	by	the	
public,	 membership	 drives	 will	 be	 crucial.	 If	 this	
project	 gains	 adequate	 momentum,	 it	 can	 help	
cultivate	a	citizenry	that	actively	participates	in	the	
democratic	process	that	is	science.	

	
	

Currency	Cross	Fire	
Why	in	News?	

§ The	currency,	which	was	valued	at	63.84	to	
the	dollar	at	 the	end	of	2017,	crossed	 the	
70-mark	recently.	

The	Immediate	Cause	

§ The	 Indian	 rupee	 briefly	 crossed	 the	 70-
mark	recently	on	account	of	the	fall	in	the	
Turkish	 lira.	 The	 lira	 has	 slipped	 40%	
against	the	U.S.	dollar	this	year,	but	a	bulk	
of	that	decline	took	place	over	just	two	days		

§ There	are	many	factors	at	play	for	Turkey’s	
currency	crisis,	 including	its	standoff	with	
the	U.S.	The	Trump	administration	has	just	
sanctioned	 Turkey’s	 Justice	 and	 Interior	
Ministers	 and	 plans	 to	 double	 punitive	
tariffs	on	steel	and	aluminum	imports	from	
the	NATO	member-country.		

§ Relations	between	the	U.S.	and	Turkey	are	
tense,	 with	 Washington	 refusing	 to	 hand	
over	an	Islamic	cleric	charged	by	the	Recep	
Tayyip	 Erdogan	 government	 of	

masterminding	 the	 failed	military	coup	 in	
2016.	

§ A	few	days	ago,	a	potential	bilateral	deal	to	
end	 Turkey’s	 continued	 detention	 of	 an	
American	pastor	and	 the	 incarceration	by	
the	U.S.	of	a	Turkish	banker	collapsed.		

§ Beyond	 the	 bilateral	 consequences,	 the	
crash	of	the	lira	has	had	a	ripple	effect	on	
most	emerging	market	currencies,	catching	
policy-makers	off	guard.	The	South	African	
rand,	 for	 instance,	 had	 its	 biggest	 single-
day	fall	in	a	decade.	

What	is	Depreciation?	

§ Depreciation	 is	 the	decline	 external	 value	
of	the	domestic	currency.	

§ A	depreciating	rupee	implies	that	more	of	
the	rupee	 is	needed	to	purchase	dollar	or	
similar	foreign	currencies.		

A	depreciating	rupee	affects	the	local	economy	
in	several	ways:	
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§ Crude	 Oil	 Prices-it	 keeps	 the	 cost	 of	 oil	
imports	relatively	high.	India	imports	more	
than	70%	of	its	crude	oil	requirements,	this	
is	a	major	area	of	concern.	

§ Current	Account	Deficit-it	 can	 affect	 the	
current	account	deficit	i.e	the	gap	between	
foreign	earnings	against	expenses	(exports	
against	 imports	 plus	 net	 transfer	
payments).	 A	 falling	 rupee	 increases	
import	 costs	 while	 increasing	 export	
revenues	 in	rupee	 terms.	Since	we	have	a	
deficit,	 our	 imports	 become	 more	
expensive	 and,	 therefore,	 have	 the	
potential	of	increasing	that	deficit.		

§ Inflation-It	 has	 the	 potential	 to	 fuel	
inflation	 throughout	 the	 economy.	Higher	
oil	import	costs	could	translate	into	higher	
fuel	costs,	which	will	raise,	or	at	least	keep	
the	 pressure	 on	 the	 overall	 cost	 of	
economic	 activity.	 That	 will	 add	 to	 the	
headache	 of	 the	 RBI,	 which	 has	 been	
struggling	to	contain	inflation,	even	at	the	
cost	 of	 sacrificing	 short-term	 growth,	 by	
raising	interest	rates.	A	falling	currency,	if	
the	trend	continues,	could	compel	the	RBI	
to	keep	policy	rates	high	for	a	longer	time.	

§ Exports	 Become	 Competitive-It	 make	
Indian	 exports	 competitive	 in	 the	

international	 market	 as	 more	 of	 the	
commodities	from	India	has	actually	fallen	
due	to	depreciation.	

§ Imports	 Decline-Depreciation	 increases	
the	 price	 of	 foreign	 goods	 in	 the	 Indian	
market.	This	effectively	discourages	India’s	
imports.	

Present	Scenario	

§ Barring	the	gradual	decline	in	its	value	this	
year,	 the	 Indian	 currency	 has	 been	 fairly	
stable	over	2016	and	2017;	with	 inflation	
being	higher	 than	 in	developed	 countries,	
its	 purchasing	 power	 at	 home	 has	 been	
falling.	

§ The	rupee’s	correct	value	may	be	closer	to	
70-71	to	the	dollar,	and	achieving	that	level	
will	boost	job-creating	sectors	like	exports	
that	 have	 severely	 underperformed	 in	
recent	years.		

§ With	 foreign	 exchange	 reserves	 currently	
around	 $400	 billion,	 India	 is	 comfortably	
placed.	With	both	consumer	and	wholesale	
price	 inflation	 easing	 in	 July,	 the	 Reserve	
Bank	 of	 India,	which	 has	 only	 intervened	
sparingly	 in	 the	 forex	market	 so	 far,	may	
have	 room	 to	 hold	 off	 on	 a	 growth-
debilitating	 rate	 hike	 in	 the	 next	 MPC	
meeting			

	

Keeping	Dry	
Why	in	News?	

§ Kerala’s	 floods	 show	 the	 need	 for	
governments	 to	 strengthen	 resilience	
planning.	

Present	Scenario	
§ More	 than	 three	 dozen	 people	 have	 died	

and	 an	 estimated	 ₹8,316	 crore	 worth	 of	
economic	 assets	 have	 been	 lost	 in	 the	
seasonal	 rain,	 particularly	 over	 the	 past	
week.		

§ The	 gates	 of	 reservoirs	 in	 the	 Idukki	
system,	 a	 giant	 hydroelectric	 project,	 and	
several	 other	 dams	 have	 been	 opened,	
inundating	 riverside	 habitations	
downstream.	

§ At	 the	 peak	 of	 the	 havoc,	 about	 60,000	
people	 whose	 dwellings	 suffered	 damage	
were	 lodged	 in	 relief	 camps.	 In	 the	
northern	districts,	damage	to	houses,	roads	
and	other	structures	has	occurred	owing	to	
landslips	caused	by	incessant	showers.	

Steps	taken	by	the	govt.	

§ Setting	up	of	a	National	Crisis	Management	
Committee	(NCMC)	

§ For	 effective	 implementation	 of	 relief	
measures	in	the	wake	of	a	natural	calamity,	

the	Cabinet	may	set	up	a	committee.	On	the	
constitution	 of	 such	 a	 committee	 of	 the	
Cabinet,	 the	 Agriculture	 Secretary	 is	
required	 to	 provide	 all	 necessary	
information	to	and	seek	directions	if	any,	of	
the	 Cabinet	 Committee	 in	 all	 matters	
concerning	 relief	 in	 the	 wake	 of	 natural	
calamity	 and	 take	 steps	 for	 effective	
implementation	 of	 its	 directions.	 In	 the	
absence	 of	 such	 a	 Cabinet	 Committee,	 all	
matter	relating	to	relief	shall	be	reported	to	
the	Cabinet	Secretary.	

§ Rescue	Plan	 -In	 an	 attempt	 to	 rescue	 and	
evacuate	people	from	submerged	areas	and	
for	 distribution	 of	 relief	 material,	 the	
government	 has	 pressed	 into	 service	 at	
least	 67	 helicopters,	 24	 aircraft,	 548	
motorboats	 and	 thousands	 of	 personnel	
from	the	Indian	Navy,	Indian	Army,	Indian	
Air	 Force,	 National	 Disaster	 Response	
Force	 (NDRF),	 Coast	 Guard	 and	 other	
central	armed	police	forces	(CAPFs)	

§ Relief-Central	ministries	have	so	far	made	
available	 food,	 water	 and	 medicines.	 The	
railways	 have	 been	 running	 trains	 to	
Thiruvananthapuram	 via	 Erode	 and	
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Madurai.	They	have	offered	to	run	a	special	
food	 and	 medicine	 train	 from	
Thiruvananthapuram	 to	 Ernakulam	 to	
distribute	 food	 and	 medicines	 to	 all	 the	
stations	on	the	way.	

§ Funds-	Recently	the	centre	has	announced	
₹	500	crore	 financial	assistance	 to	Kerala.	
An	ex	gratia	payment	of	₹	2	lakh	per	person	
to	 the	 next	 of	 kin	 of	 the	 deceased	 and	 ₹	
50,000	to	those	seriously	injured,	has	also	
been	announced.	

Way	Forward	

§ Kerala’s	 unusually	 heavy	 monsoon	 this	
year	is	in	contrast	to	the	long-period	trend	
of	rainfall.	This	trend	is	expected	to	become	
stronger.	 This	 points	 to	 the	 need	 for	
governments	to	strengthen	their	resilience	
planning.	

§ It	 should	 begin	 with	 a	 programme	 to	
relocate	 people	 away	 from	 hazard	 zones	

along	the	rivers	that	were	in	spate	in	Kerala	
over	 the	 past	 week	 after	 the	 shutters	 of	
more	than	two	dozen	dams	were	opened.	

§ It	is	crucial	that	with	the	help	of	its	efficient	
primary	health	care	network,	Kerala	takes	
all	measures	necessary	to	avoid	epidemics	
in	the	wake	of	the	floods.		

§ The	disaster	this	year	also	underscores	the	
role	of	the	government	as	the	insurer	of	last	
resort	 for	 the	 average	 citizen.	 In	Mumbai	
last	 year,	 for	 instance,	 those	 who	 had	
private	household	insurance	cover	against	
disasters	discovered	the	limitations	of	such	
policies,	 since	 the	 companies	 were	
unwilling	to	pay	many	home	owners	for	a	
key	risk	such	as	costly	displacement	 from	
homes	 since	 the	 houses	 were	 not	
structurally	damaged.		

	
	

Making	NHPM	work:	On	Ayushman	Bharat	
Why	in	News?	

§ Prime	 Minister	 announced	 on	
Independence	Day	that	Ayushman	Bharat,	
or	the	National	Health	Protection	Mission,	
will	be	launched	formally	on	September	25.	

National	Health	Protection	Mission	(NHPM)	

§ NHPM	 or	 Ayushman	 Bharat	 -	 is	 a	 new	
Centrally	Sponsored	Scheme	having	central	
sector	component	under	Ayushman	Bharat	
Mission	anchored	in	the	Ministry	of	Health	
and	 Family	 Welfare	 (MoHFW).	 It	 is	 an	
umbrella	 of	 two	 major	 health	 initiatives,	
namely	 Health	 and	 wellness	 Centres	 and	
the	National	Health	Protection	Scheme.	

§ AB-NHPM	will	have	a	defined	benefit	cover	
of	Rs.	5	lakh	per	family	per	year.	This	cover	
will	take	care	of	almost	all	secondary	care	
and	most	 of	 the	 tertiary	 care	procedures.	
To	ensure	that	nobody	is	left	out	(especially	
women,	children	and	elderly)	there	will	be	
no	cap	on	family	size	and	age	in	the	scheme.	
The	benefits	cover	will	also	include	pre	and	
post-hospitalisation	expenses.	

§ Benefits	of	the	scheme	are	portable	across	
the	 country	 and	 a	 beneficiary	 covered	
under	 the	 scheme	will	 be	 allowed	 to	 take	
cashless	 benefits	 from	 any	 public/private	
empaneled	hospitals	across	the	country.	

§ AB-NHPM	 will	 be	 an	 entitlement-based	
scheme	 with	 entitlement	 decided	 on	 the	
basis	 of	 deprivation	 criteria	 in	 the	 Socio-
Economic	Caste	Census	database.	

§ One	of	the	core	principles	of	AB-NHPM	is	to	
co-operative	 federalism	 and	 flexibility	 to	
states.	 There	 is	 provision	 to	 partner	 the	
States	through	co-alliance.	This	will	ensure	
appropriate	 integration	 with	 the	 existing	
health	 insurance/	 protection	 schemes	 of	
various	 Central	 Ministries/Departments	
and	State	Governments	(at	their	own	cost).	

Structure		

§ For	 giving	 policy	 directions	 and	 fostering	
coordination	between	Centre	and	States,	it	
is	 proposed	 to	 set	 up	 Ayushman	 Bharat	
National	Health	Protection	Mission	Council	
(AB-NHPMC)	 at	 apex	 level	 Chaired	 by	
Union	Health	and	Family	Welfare	Minister.	

§ States	 would	 need	 to	 have	 State	 Health	
Agency	(SHA)	to	implement	the	scheme		

Health	and	Wellness	Centres	

§ Under	 this	 1.5	 lakh,	 existing	 sub-centres	
will	bring	health	care	system	closer	to	the	
homes	of	people	in	the	form	of	Health	and	
wellness	 centres.	 These	 centres	 will	
provide	 comprehensive	 health	 care,	
including	 for	 non-communicable	 diseases	
and	maternal	and	child	health	services.	

	
	
	
Challenges	

§ It	 is	 widely	 recognised	 that	 there	 are	
“nations	with	the	nation”	in	India,	given	the	
population	sizes,	disease	burdens	and	the	
development	levels	of	different	regions.		
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§ The	 NHPM	 has	 a	 problem	 with	 the	
distribution	 of	 hospitals,	 the	 capacity	 of	
human	 resources,	 and	 the	 finances	
available	 for	 cost-sharing.	 Addressing	
these	 through	 the	 planned	 increase	 in	
public	 health	 spending	 to	 touch	 2.5%	 of	
GDP,	 and	 8%	 of	 State	 budgets,	 is	 the	
immediate	challenge	

§ Reducing	 the	 cost	 of	 universal	 health	
coverage	 is	 imperative,	 and	 it	 requires	
parallel	investments	in	the	neglected	public	
sector.	

§ Private	insurance	can	only	be	a	short-term	
option,	and	 it	 clearly	has	 limitations.	 Less	
ethical	 institutions	 have	 been	 found	
ordering	unnecessary	 treatments	 to	claim	
insurance	 compensation.	 An	 ombudsman	
to	deal	with	complaints	from	NHPM	users	
should,	therefore,	be	a	priority.	

Way	Forward	

§ Reaching	 a	 consensus	 on	 treatment	 costs	
through	a	transparent	consultative	process	
is	vital	for	a	smooth	and	steady	rollout.		

§ A	 large-scale	 Information	 Technology	
network	 for	 cashless	 treatment	should	be	
set	up	and	validated.	

§ Since	a	majority	of	the	families	will	be	rural,	
and	 the	 secondary	 and	 tertiary	 public	
hospital	infrastructure	suffers	from	severe	
efficiency	 and	 accountability	 problems,	
State	 governments	 should	 upgrade	 the	
administrative	systems.	

§ The	Centre	should	extend	the	scheme	to	all	
children	and	senior	citizens,	and	cover	out-
patient	consultation	and	essential	drugs	to	
sharply	reduce	out-of-pocket	spending.	

	

Fear	isn’t	the	key	
Why	in	News?	

§ India’s	stock	markets	are	booming,	with	the	
BSE	Sensex	touching	new	highs.		

About	SEBI	

§ Securities	 and	 Exchange	 Board	 of	 India	
(SEBI)	was	established	in	1988,	however,	it	
got	 statutory	mandate	 and	 powers	 under	
the	 SEBI	 Act,	 1992.	 Its	 objective	 is	 to	
protect	 the	 interests	 of	 investors	 in	
securities	and	to	promote	the	development	
and	regulation	of	securities	market.	

Functions	

§ Regulating	 stock	 exchanges	 and	 other	
securities	markets	

§ Registering	and	regulating	 the	working	of	
intermediaries	 who	 are	 associated	 with	
securities	markets	in	any	manner.	

§ Registering	and	regulating	 the	working	of	
venture	 capital	 funds	 and	 collective	
investment	 schemes	 including	 mutual	
funds	

§ Promoting	 and	 regulating	 self-regulatory	
organizations	 and	 prohibiting	 fraudulent	
and	 unfair	 trade	 practices	 relating	 to	
securities	markets.	

Present	Scenario	

§ The	 regulation	 of	 securities	 markets	 has	
evolved	over	the	last	two	and	a	half	decades	
since	 the	 setting	 up	 of	 the	 Securities	 and	
Exchange	 Board	 of	 India,	 but	 it	 is	 still	 a	
work	in	progress.	

§ Front-running,	 insider	 trading,	 shady	
accounting	 practices	 that	 are	 tantamount	
to	 window-dressing	 firms’	 performance,	

and	other	such	malpractices	to	manipulate	
share	prices	continue.		

T.K.	Viswanathan	Committee	
§ A	 panel	 headed	 by	 T.K.	 Viswanathan,	 a	

former	 Lok	 Sabha	 Secretary	 General,	 has	
recently	 submitted	 recommendations	 to	
curb	 illegal	 practices	 in	 the	 markets	 and	
ensure	fair	conduct	among	investors.	

Key	Recommendations	

§ The	panel	has	recommended	that	SEBI	be	
granted	 the	 power	 to	 act	 directly	 against	
“perpetrators	 of	 financial	 statements	
fraud”.	In	essence,	this	means	SEBI	can	act	
not	 only	 against	 listed	 entities	 under	 its	
extant	powers	but	also	against	 those	who	
aid	 or	 abet	 financial	 fraud	 ,	 including	
accountants	and	auditors.	

§ The	panel	has	suggested	that	SEBI,	 rather	
than	the	Central	government,	be	given	the	
power	 to	 grant	 immunity	 to	 whistle-
blowers	who	help	uncover	illegal	activities.	

§ It	has	mooted	new	ideas	to	address	market	
manipulation,	from	better	scrutiny	of	price-
sensitive	 information	 to	 the	 creation	 of	
processes	 to	 expedite	 investigation	 into	
cases.	 It	 goes	 to	 the	 extent	 of	
recommending	that	SEBI	be	given	powers	
to	tap	phone	calls.	

§ Greater	executive	powers	should	be	given	
to	 SEBI,	 so	 as	 to	 help	 the	 regulator	 take	
swifter	action	against	offenders	instead	of	
relying	on	government	bodies	such	as	 the	
Ministry	 of	 Corporate	 Affairs.	 This	 could	
also	free	SEBI	from	various	manifestations	
of	political	influence.	
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§ Since	 SEBI	 is	 better	placed	 to	understand	
the	complex	nuances	that	financial	market	
fraud	 entails,	 compared	 to	 other	
investigative	 agencies	 or	 even	 those	 in	
charge	of	implementing	the	Companies	Act,	
it	may	also	be	better	placed	to	enforce	the	
law.		

Drawbacks	

§ Given	that	SEBI	is	now	considering	a	cap	on	
trading	 by	 retail	 investors	 based	 on	 their	

assessed	 ‘net	 worth’,	 the	 committee’s	
suggestion	that	it	may	consider	any	trading	
by	 players	 beyond	 their	 known	 ‘financial	
resources’	 as	 fraud	 could	 lead	 to	 undue	
harassment	of	investors.		

§ Powers	 such	 as	 tapping	 phone	 calls	 are	
already	 vested	 in	 the	 police	 and	
investigating	agencies.	 	So,	 it	might	it	may	
lead	 to	 undue	 harassment	 if	 extended	 to	
financial	regulators	as	well.	
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Yojana	(Part	II)	
	

India’s	MMR	now	at	130	
§ Our	 country	 has	 made	 a	 major	

accomplishment	 of	 achieving	 the	
Millennium	 Development	 Goals	 (MDGs)	
target	5.1	of	 ‘reducing	Maternal	Mortality	
Ratio	 (MMR)	 by	 three	 quarters,	 between	
1990	and	2015’.	

§ The	 latest	 Sample	 Registration	 System	
(SRS)	data	shows	that	India’s	MMR	stands	
at	130/lakh	live	births.	

§ MMR	 has	 declined	 by	 37	 points	 from	
167/lakh	live	births	in	2011-13.	

Maternal	Mortality	Ratio	(MMR)	

§ MMR	is	defined	as	the	number	of	maternal	
deaths	 from	 any	 cause	 related	 to	 or	
aggravated	 by	 pregnancy	 or	 its	
management	 (excluding	 accidental	 or	
incidental	 causes)	 during	 pregnancy	 and	
childbirth	or	within	42	days	of	termination	
of	pregnancy,	per	100,000	live	births	for	a	
specified	year.	

§ Maternal	Mortality	Rate	has	the	number	of	
women	of	reproductive	age	(14-45	years)	
in	the	denominator.	

§ Maternal	Mortality	Ratio	(MMR)	 indicates	
the	 risk	 of	 death	 once	 a	woman	 becomes	
pregnant	 and	 does	 not	 take	 fertility	 into	
considerations.		

§ MMR	 is	 used	 as	 standard	 indicator	 over	
Maternal	Mortality	Rate.	

Significance	of	MMR	
§ MMR	reflects	the	pros	and	cons	along	with	

the	 characteristics	 like	 inter-sectoral	
collaboration,	transparency	and	disparities	
of	the	national	health	system.	

§ It	 also	 illustrates	 the	 socio-cultural,	
political	 and	 economic	 philosophy	 of	 a	
society.	

Current	scenario		
§ India	has	achieved	22	per	cent	reduction	in	

MMR	since	2013.	
§ There	are	now	nearly	12,000	fewer	annual	

maternal	 deaths	 in	 2016	 as	 compared	 to	
2013.	

§ The	 top	 three	 states	 to	 contribute	 to	 this	
achievement	 are	 Uttar	 Pradesh,	
Uttarakhand	 and	 Assam	 with	 more	 than	
60-point	decline	in	their	MMRs.		

§ Overall	 10	 states	 have	 achieved	 the	MDG	
MMR	target	(139/lakh	live	births)	and	six	
states	 have	 achieved	 the	 National	 Health	
Policy	target	of	100/lakh	live	births.	

§ India	is	well	on	its	way	to	achieve	the	SDG	
MMR	target	of	70/lakh	 live	birth	as	 three	
states;	Kerala	 (46),	Maharashtra	 (61)	and	
Tamilnadu	(66)	have	already	achieved	the	
same.	

Ensuring	Emergency	Care	

Demand	side	
§ Janani	 Suraksha	 Yojana	 scheme	 is	 being	

implemented	to	bring	pregnant	women	to	
health	 facilities	 for	 ensuring	 safe	delivery	
and	emergency	obstetric	care.	

§ Janani	 Shishu	 Suraksha	 Karyakaram	
ensures	 that	 every	 pregnant	 women	
delivering	 at	 government	 health	 centers	
get	 facilities	 like	 free	 drugs,	 free	
diagnostics,	 free	 diet,	 free	 delivery	 and	
Caesarean	 section	 and	 free	 to	 and	 fro	
transportation.		

§ It	is	also	provided	to	sick	infants	upto	one	
year.	

§ More	 than	 24000	 ambulances	 have	 been	
operationalized	to	provide	toll	free	number	
based	 referral	 and	 emergency	 transport	
services.	

Supply	side	

§ Funds	 are	 being	 provided	 for	
strengthening	 of	 ‘delivery	 points’	 for	
provision	of	 comprehensive	 reproductive,	
maternal,	 new	 born	 child	 health	 and	
adolescent	(RMNCH+A)	services.	

§ First	 Referral	 Units	 (FRUs)	 have	 been	
operationalized	 to	 provide	 emergency	
obstetric	care	services.	

§ State	of	the	art	Maternal	and	Child	Health	
(MCH)	 Wings	 have	 been	 sanctioned	 to	
provide	 outstanding	 quality	 care	 to	
pregnant	women	and	children.		

§ Blood	 banks	 and	 blood	 storage	 centres	
have	 been	 made	 functional	 to	 ensure	
adequate	 and	 safe	 supply	 of	 blood	 and	
blood	components.		

§ Additional	 human	 resources	 like	
specialists,	 doctors,	 staff	 nurses,	 para-
medics	and	ANMs	have	been	added	under	
NHM.	

§ Approximately	 10	 lakh	 Accredited	 Social	
Health	 Activists	 (ASHAs)	 have	 been	
engaged	to	provide	outreach	services	and	
improve	access.	

§ Capacity	 building	 of	 MBBS	 doctors	 in	
anesthesia	 and	 obstetric	 care	 have	 been	
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undertaken	 to	 overcome	 the	 shortage	 of	
specialists.	

Continuum	of	Care	Approach		

§ Under	 RMNCH+A,	 iron	 and	 folic	 acid	
supplementation	 is	 being	 given	 to	
pregnant,	lactating	women	and	adolescent	
girls.	

§ The	 Pradhan	 Mantri	 Surakshit	 Matritva	
Abhiyan	was	launched	 in	2016	to	provide	
quality	antenatal	care	to	pregnant	women	
in	the	country	on	the	9th	of	every	month.	

§ Mother	and	Child	Tracking	System	(MCTS)	
and	Mother	and	Child	Tracking	Facilitation	
Centre	 (MCTFC)	 have	 been	 introduced	 to	

track	every	women	and	child	to	ensure	and	
monitor	 timely	 and	 quality	 services	 to	
them	 including	 ANC,	 JSY	 benefit,	
immunization	etc.	

Conclusion		

§ Our	 country	 is	 poised	 to	 achieve	 the	
Sustainable	 Development	 Goal	 for	
maternal	mortality	before	the	global	target	
date	of	2030.	

§ In	order	 to	ensure	 this,	 the	states	need	 to	
focus	on	 the	 factors	 that	 are	 their	unique	
challenges.	 These	 factors	 need	 to	 be	
identified	and	addressed	to	save	the	lives	of	
mothers.	

	
		

Empowerment	through	political	interventions	
What	is	empowerment?	

§ Empowerment	 is	 widely	 defined	 as	 ‘the	
expansion	 of	 people’s	 capabilities	 and	
choices,	the	ability	to	exercise	choice	based	
on	 freedom	from	hunger,	deprivation	and	
to	participate	in	decisions	that	affect	their	
lives’.	

	
Who	are	marginalized	section?	

§ With	the	nation	growing	by	every	decade,	
still	considerable	population	are	under	low	
literacy,	abject	poverty	and	complex	social	
ethnic	environment.	

§ They	 have	 been	 historically	 denied	 with	
social	and	economic	rights.	

Constitutional	provisions	

§ The	constitution	provides	preferential	and	
protective	 treatment	 to	 Scheduled	 Caste	
and	Scheduled	Tribes.	Eg.	SCHEDULE	V,	VI	

§ It	 also	 prohibits	 any	 practice	 of	
discriminating	 or	 excluding	 individuals	
from	 social	 interaction,	 public	 spaces	 or	
even	physical	contact	against	these	group.	

Eg.	ARTICLES	14,15,16,17	etc	
Grass	root	level	democracy	

§ According	 to	 Gandhiji,	 Villages	 should	 be	
governed	 by	 themselves	 through	 elected	
panchayats	 to	 become	 self-sufficient.	 Eg.	
ARTICLE	40	

§ Planning	 commission	 appointed	 a	 study	
team	headed	by	Balwantrai	Mehta	in	1956.	

§ It	recommended	that	“only	grass	root	level	
agency	 can	 establish	 a	 link	 between	 local	
leadership	and	the	local	people”	and	asked	
to	 form	 three	 tier	 Panchayat	 Raj	
Institutions	(PRI)	in	the	country.	

§ 73rd	 Constitutional	 Amendment	 Act	

(1992)	gave	constitutional	status	 to	PRIs.	
It	 is	 considered	 as	 one	 of	 the	 best	
transformations	 in	 democratic	 India	 to	
realise	the	participation	of	ordinary	people	
in	power	sharing.	

		
§ Reservation	 of	 1/3rd	 of	 total	 number	 of	

seats	 to	 women	 and	 Reservation	 for	
Scheduled	 Castes	 (SC)	 and	 Scheduled	
Tribes	(ST)	have	brought	a	radical	change	
in	social-political	structure	of	the	country.	

§ The	reservation	policy	has	given	chance	to	
elect	 nearly	 18.50%	 ofSCs,11.26%	 of	 STs	
and	 36.87%	 of	 women	 in	 2,39,582	
panchayats	in	the	country.		

Why	they	need	to	be	represented?	

§ Political	 Representation	 of	 these	 groups	
will	give	them	power	to	change	the	rules	of	
the	 game	 and	 negotiate	 power	 equations	
with	the	privileged	sections	of	the	society.	

§ They	can	be	also	brought	into	the	political	
inclusion	of	the	country,	by	which	they	can	
be	aware	of	the	decision-making	process	of	
issues	that	affects	their	lives.	

PERFORMANCE	 OF	 MARGINALIZED	 SECTIONS	

IN	PRIs	
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§ The	elected	Representatives	of	SC	&	ST	are	
actively	 participating	 in	 decision	 making	
and	 implementing	 pro	 poor	 schemes	 at	
panchayat	level.	

§ They	 give	 more	 importance	 to	 loan	 and	
credit	 for	 agriculture	 and	 animal	
husbandry,	 maintaining	 infrastructure	
facilities	 like	 road,	 drinking	 water,	 street	
lights	etc	which	may	benefit	 to	welfare	of	
their	community.	

§ They	make	 us	of	GRAM	SABHA	meetings	
which	are	conducted	at	regular	intervals	in	
different	 states	 for	 implementing	 their	
decisions	successfully.	

Challenges	

§ States	 such	 as	 Andhra	 Pradesh,	 Haryana,	
Orissa,	Rajasthan	etc	have	introduced	two-
child	norm	for	contesting	in	elections.	It	is	
more	 detrimental	 to	women	 especially	 to	
SC	&	ST	communities	because	majority	of	
them	follow	big	and	joint	family	norms.	

§ Panchayat	elections	had	mostly	led	to	large	
scale	 violence,	 bloodshed	 and	 loss	 of	 life	
due	to	dominant	groups.	

§ There	 has	 been	 large	 scale	 power	 tussle	
between	 traditional	 dominant	 force	 and	
new	emerging	leadership.	

Conclusion	

§ In	 the	 initial	 period	 constitution	 couldn’t	
bring	 them	 into	 the	 decision-making	
process,	 due	 to	 various	 reasons	 such	 as	
division	 in	 society,	 traditional	 institutions	
and	 poor	 economic	 condition	 of	 the	
marginalised	community.	

§ Of	 late	 they	 have	 been	 actively	
participating	 in	 decision	 making	 and	
implementing	process,	in	order	to	develop	
their	livelihood	and	locality.	

§ A	 Positive	 step	 to	 give	 an	 overall	
empowerment	 to	 the	 country	 must	 start	
with	 the	 power	 sharing	 with	 women,	
especially	in	marginalised	community.	

	
	

Socical	change	among	SCs	and	STs	
Who	are	SCs	and	STs?	

§ The	 constitution	 had	 recognized	 the	 less	
privileged	and	more	disadvantaged	groups		

o Scheduled	 Caste	 -	 For	 Structural	
disadvantage	based	on	ritual	status	

o Scheduled	 Tribe	 –	 For	 their	
geographic	 isolation	 and	
disadvantage	

Special	safeguards	

§ Positive	 Discrimination	 laws	 such	 as	
prohibition	 of	 untouchability,	
protection	of	 right	 to	 land	and	habitat.	
Eg.	ARTICLE	 17,	 Forest	 rights	 act	 2006	
etc	

§ Affirmative	measures	such	as	provision	of	
reservations	 and	 scholarships	 in	

education	and	employment		
§ Sub	plans	in	union	and	state	budget	across	

various	 departments	 for	 improving	 both	
SCs	 and	STs	 for	 facilitating	 creation	of	 an	
entrepreneurial	 and	 commercial	 class	
among	them.	

	

	
New	educated	class	

§ These	 measures	 had	 made	 great	 role	 in	
creating	 a	new	educated	 class	 among	SCs	
and	STs		in	the	post	independent	India.	

§ This	had	 in	 turn	had	 improved	social	and	
economic	 status	 and	 opened	 avenues	 for	
better	livelihood	opportunities.	

Higher	education	participation	
§ The	 Gross	 Enrolment	 Ratio	 (GER)	 of	 SCs	

and	 STs	 have	 witnessed	 tremendous	
improvement	in	the	past	fifteen	years.	

§ GER	has	increased	from	a	mere	8.1	in	2005-
06	 to	 19.1	 in	 2014-15	 for	 SC	 and	 GER	 of	
mere	6.6	in	2005-06	to	13.7	in	2014-15	for	
ST.	

§ Women	 from	 these	 groups	 have	 been	
tremendously	benefitted	from	this	boom.		

§ For	 example,	 Higher	 education	
participation	 rates	 among	 SC	 and	 ST	
women	have	tripled	between	2005-06	and	
2014-15.	

Effects	of	education	

§ This	 has	 helped	 in	 the	 huge	 induction	 of	
first	generation	of	SC	and	ST	into	the	fold	of	
higher	 education	 and	 leading	 to	 social	
empowerment	of	the	community.	

§ They	are	able	 join	 in	professional	courses	
such	as	engineering,	medicine,	law	etc	and	
able	to	fill	jobs	in	civil	services	and	they	are	
on	 the	 road	 to	 restructure	 their	
occupational	profile.	

§ Post	 liberalisation	 many	 of	 them	 are	
moving	 abroad	 for	 education	 and	
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occupational	 purposes.	 They	 are	 also	
organising	 diasporic	 groups	 in	 the	 host	
countries	 which	 shows	 the	 tremendous	
social	and	economic	development	attained	
by	them.	

Concerns	
§ Post	2000s,	 since	 large	part	 of	 the	higher	

education	institutions	in	India	have	been	in	
the	form	of	private	institutions	which	does	
not	come	under	the	reservation	policy.	

§ It	is	not	accessible	to	large	sections	of	these	
groups	 as	 they	 have	 very	 less	 social	
mobility	and	in	turn	reduces	the	education	
and	 employment	 opportunities	 of	 the	
community.	

§ Another	 major	 hurdle	 is	 that	 lot	 of	
employment	opportunities	has	been	found	
in	 private	 sector	 which	 is	 also	 out	 of	 the	
reservation	policy.	

§ Large	 chunk	 of	 GROUP	 IV	 jobs	 and	 lower	
positions	 in	 private	 sectors	 has	 been	
occupied	by	SC,	ST.	It	may	be	due	to	large	
section	 of	 early	 school	 leavers	who	 settle	
for	lower	positions	in	the	institutions.	

§ This	in	turn	creates	a	hierarchical	pyramid	
in	the	modern	and	secular	occupations.	

§ Gender	parity	is	also	booming	to	be	a	large	
problem.	 The	 education	 among	 SC,	 ST	

women	 has	 increasing,	 but	 it	 is	 still	 far	
behind	the	men.	

	
Way	forward	

§ While	 lot	 of	 SC,	 ST	 has	 been	 significantly	
improved	over	the	past	decades,	there	is	a	
still	need	of	improvement.	

§ Reservation	 policy	 in	 private	 sector	 may	
play	a	key	role	to	overcome	this	hurdle.	

§ The	consensus	of	need	of	education	among	
them	 has	 been	 rapidly	 increasing	 which	
may	 lead	 to	 the	 creation	 of	 egalitarian	
higher	education	system	and	society.	

§ There	 is	 no	 doubt	 that	 access	 to	 higher	
education	 and	 subsequent	 employment	
opportunities	 lead	 to	 real	 social	
empowerment	 there	 historically	
marginalised	people.		

	
	

Living	a	life	of	dignity	
What	is	a	dignified	life?	

• “A	Dignified	 life	means	 an	 opportunity	 to	
fulfil	 one’s	 potential,	 which	 is	 based	 on	
having	 a	 good	 level	 of	 health	 care,	
education,	income	and	security”	

• In	India,	91	million	people	of	60+	need	the	
above	 themes	 irrespective	 of	 government	
taking	various	steps	to	fulfil	them.	

World	of	opportunities	

• For	 instance,	 education	 to	 old	 age	 people	
may	 lead	 us	 into	 the	 world	 of	
gerontological	 literature,	 which	 Is	
popular	in	western	countries.	

• The	 retired	 people	 in	 Indian	 context	 are	
eager	 to	 do	 social	work	 in	 comparison	 to	
other	 countries	 where	 old	 age	 people	
prefer	for	postretirement	leisure,	holidays	
etc.,	

• For	 example,	 In	 Mumbai	 663	 Dignitaries	
joined	 hand	 with	 corporation	 to	 start	 a	
project	 called	 CLEANING	MUMBAI	WITH	
DIGNITY.	Where	the	senior	citizens	act	as	
community	 leaders	 tp	 make	 their	 own	
“MODEL	STREETS”	

• They	 had	 also	 joined	 hands	 to	 form	 a	
HELPLINE	 for	 lonely	 seniors,	 where	 they	
can	talk	for	over	40	minutes	about	their	life	
stories.	

Second	career	

• Post	 retirement	 work	 along	 with	
sociological	 significance	 could	 be	 a	 great	
value-added	contribution	to	the	growth	of	
the	nation	in	a	longer	run.	

• It	 may	 lead	 to	 a	 formation	 of	 bridge	
between	the	intergeneration	and	forms	an	
equity	among	the	society.	

• It	 brings	 the	 old	 age	 people	 into	 the	
integration	and	participation	in	the	society	
and	bringing	 them	into	 the	 limelight	 from	
the	fringes	of	the	society.	

Self	esteem	

	
	

• The	 crowning	 expression	 of	 productivity	
among	 senior	 citizens	 is	 SELF	 ESTEEM	 –
DIGNITY.	

• In	 India,	 the	 senior	 citizens	 don’t	 want	
fame,	name	or	fortune,	they	are	in	need	of	
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dignity	and	willing	to	be	a	productive	value	
addition	to	the	country.	

• Self	Respect	has	been	the	key	in	their	long	
journey	for	the	nation	with	their	family.	

• This	is	due	to	the	liberal	education	attained	
by	 the	 post-independence	 generation	 of	
India	which	has	benefitted	them.	

Old	age	economics	

• They	 had	 been	 developed	 from	 potential	
contributors	 of	 the	 society	 to	 become	
important	market	sector.	

• We	 are	 in	 urgent	 need	 of	 nurturing	 our	
skills	 and	deliver	precious	 services	 to	 the	
seniors	of	the	nation.	Health,	holidays	and	
culture	services	must	be	tailor	made	for	the	
seniors.	

Way	forward	

• The	 Government	 has	major	 responsibility	
towards	 the	 senior	 citizens	 of	 nation,	 but	
the	subject	is	vast	and	complex.	

• We	 need	 a	 separate	 think	 tank	 to	 create	
widespread	 specialisation	 to	 take	 care	 of	
them.	

• THE	 NATIONAL	 POLICY	 OF	 OLDER	
PERSONS,1997	need	to	be	updated	in	light	
of	the	current	scenario.	

• Many	 State	 governments	 such	 as	 Kerala,	
Tamil	Nadu	have	 laudable	schemes	which	
must	 be	 taken	 as	 scope	 of	 learning	 for	
others.	

• NGOs	and	Government	 should	be	hand	 in	
hand	to	prepare	policy	for	better	welfare	of	
senior	citizens.	

	

Building	an	inclusive	society	
What	is	an	inclusive	society?	

• A	society	where	even	 the	most	oppressed	
and	 backward	 sections	 of	 our	 population	
can	live	a	life	of	dignity,	pride	and	actively	
contribute	to	nation’s	development.	

• The	 economic,	 educational	 and	 social	
empowerment	 of	 SC,	 OBC,	 and	 other	
vulnerable	sections	of	society	is	one	of	the	
key	features	of	this	mandate.	

• The	 department	 of	 social	 justice	 and	
empowerment	plays	a	vital	role	to	fulfil	this	
mandate	

• GRAM	SWARAJ	ABHIYAN,	ASPIRATIONAL	
DISTRICTS	 PROGRAM,	 MISSION	
ANTODAYA	 etc	 are	 some	 of	 the	
government	programs	which	play	a	major	
role	in	creating	this	inclusive	society.	

	
Scheduled	class	and	tribe’s	development	

• Large	 section	 of	 Department’s	 fund	 is	
directed	 towards	 scholarship	 is	 directed	
towards	 scholarships	 for	 SC	 students,	
which	has	helped	them	in	a	large	extent	to	
initiate	 a	 social	 change	 among	 their	
community.	

• The	protection	and	dignity	of	SCs	and	STs	is	
held	 by	 Scheduled	 Castes	 and	 Scheduled	
Tribes	(Prevention	of	Atrocities)	Act,1989.	

• The	Pradhan	Mantri	Adaarsh	Gram	Yojana	
(PMAGY)	 tries	 to	 bring	 out	 integrated	
development	of	SC	majority	villages	(more	
than	50	per	cent	SC	population)	

Scheduled	class	sub	plan	(SCSP)	

• According	to	guidelines	given	by	planning	
commission,	 all	
STATES/MINISTRIES/DEPARTMENTS	 are	
required	to	allocate	funds	out	of	their	plan	
outlay,	 in	proportion	 to	the	SC	population	
present	in	their	respective	territory.	

• It	 has	 been	 renamed	 as	 “Allocation	 for	
Welfare	of	Scheduled	Castes	“	(AWSC).	

• This	is	said	to	be	monitored	by	using	Web	
portal	called	e-UTTHAAN,	which	is	used	to	
capture	data	from	various	ministries.	

	
Backward	class	development		

• The	skill	development	of	Backward	classes	
had	 been	 taken	 up	 by	 NATIONAL	
BACKWARD	 CLASSES	 FINANCE	 &	
DEVELOPMENT	CORPORATION	(NBCFDC).	

• The	 overall	 percentage	of	 the	 scholarship	
given	 to	 Backward	 classes	 has	 been	
increased	in	rapid	manner.	

• The	 government	 is	 in	 a	 plan	 to	 start	 a	
Venture	Capital	Fund	for	OBCs	to	cater	the	
further	needs	of	the	community.	

Social	defence	

• Under	 INTEGRATED	 PROGRAMME	 FOR	
SENIOR	CITIZENS,	various	posts	from	post	
of	 physiotherapist	 attendant	 to	 yoga	
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teachers	have	been	created	in	order	to	aid	
them.	

• Under	RASTRIYA	 VAYOSHRI	 YOJANA,	 A	
TOATL	 OF	 99431	 living	 assisted	 devices	
have	 been	 provided	 to	 senior	 citizens	
belonging	to	BPL	categories.	

• Under	 PREVENTION	 OF	 ALCOHOLISM	
AND	 SUBSTANCE	 (DRUG)	 ABUSE,	 full	
time	doctors	and	cooks	has	been	appointed	
to	take	extra	care	of	addicts.	

• For	the	First	time	National	level	Survey	on	
Drug	abuse	has	been	started	and	expected	
to	be	completed	shortly.	

Rehabilitation	of	manual	scavengers	

• The	manual	scavengers	had	been	identified	
by	 a	 National	 Survey	 undertaken	 by	
National	 Safai	 Karamcharis	 Finance	 and	
Development	Corporation	(NSKFDC).	

• They	 will	 be	 given	 One	 Time	 Cash	
Assistance	 of	 Rs	 40000	 and	 will	 be	
provided	 with	 subsequent	 rehabilitation	
measures.	

• Recognition	of	Prior	Learning	(RPL)	will	be	
used	to	train	10000	sanitation	workers	and	
waste	 pickers	 in	 safe	 and	 mechanised	
cleaning.	

• The	 provisions	 of	 “Prohibition	 of	
Employment	 as	 Manual	 Scavengers	 and	
their	 Rehabilitation	 Act,2013”	 is	 spread	
through	 conducting	 workshops	 in	 big	
municipalities.	

Corporations	

• The	 department	 of	 Social	 Justice	 and	
Empowerment	 has	 three	 finance	
development	corporations	

1. National	 Backward	 Classes	
Finance	 and	 Development	
Corporation	(NBCFDC)	

2. National	 Safai	 Karamcharis	
Finance	 and	 Development	
Corporation	(NSKFDC)	

3. National	Scheduled	Class	Finance	
and	 Development	 Corporation	
(NSFDC)	

• These	 are	not	 for	profit	 companies	which	
work	for	the	benefit	of	targeted	groups	and	
assist	 them	 in	 livelihood	 and	 self-
employment	ventures.	

Way	forward	

• The	 Department	 is	 committed	 to	 give	 a	
proper	meaning	to	ARTICLE	38,	to	secure	
a	social	order	for	promotion	and	welfare	of	
people.	

• Dr.	 Ambedkar	 International	 centre	 at	
Janpath	will	act	as	a	think	tank	for	inclusive	
growth	 of	 the	 society	 and	 related	 socio-
economic	issues.	

• The	 goal	 of	 Inclusive	 Society	 will	 be	
realised	 only	 when	 marginalised	 and	
vulnerable	 people	 are	 empowered	 fulfil	
their	true	potential.	
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All	India	Radio	–	News	Analysis	
	

Pradhan	Mantri	Jan	Arogyan	Abhiyan	
When	was	it	announced?	

§ The	prime	minister	announced	the	scheme	on	15	august	Wednesday-a	largest	health	insurance	
scheme	

Features	
§ It	is	a	5lakh	cashless	insurance	covering	all	members	of	the	household	in	a	year.	
§ 10	crore	families,50	crore	individuals	can	be	utilized	from	the	scheme.	
§ 40%	of	the	Indian	population	will	get	health	coverage.	
§ It	covers	nearly	1300	packages	under	25	specialties.	
§ It	will	help	in	rationalising	the	cost	of	care.	

Economic	advantages	

§ There	will	be	a	huge	demand	for	hospitals	and	huge	scope	for	creating	hospitals.	
§ Health	sector	will	have	huge	jobs	faster	for	both	professional	and	non-professionals.	
§ Especially	for	women	and	young	people	there	will	be	stimulus	for	growth,	poverty	eradication,	

poverty	control	and	healthy	India.	
Expenses	covered	by	the	scheme	

§ Hospitalisation	expenses	such	as	registration,	nursing,	and	boarding	charges	in	general	ward	
§ Consultation	fee,	surgical	equipment,	procedure	charge,	cost	of	implants,	medicine,	diagnostic	test	

and	food	for	patient	
§ Follow	up	care	along	with	pre	and	post-hospitalisation	expenses	

What	sort	of	services	done	here?	

§ Monitored	for	quality.	Services	are	linked	with	payment.	Treatment	guidelines	are	followed.	If	the	
hospital	is	credited	then	they	can	charge	up	to	10%	more.	

§ IT	system	is	the	backbone	of	delivery	of	vision.	
§ Pradhan	Mantri	Ayushman	Mithra-	“BENEFICIARY	FRIEND”	(person)	who	will	guide	and	help	for	all	

the	facility	and	also,	he	will	show	that	the	quantum	of	money	left	in	the	kitty	out	of	5lakh.	
§ Payment	mode	is	made	within	15	days	of	time.	
§ Feedback	from	the	people	is	also	made	how	the	scheme	is	going.	
§ National	Portability	is	a	boon	for	the	people.	

How	beneficiaries	are	selected?	

§ People	are	encouraged	to	look	at	their	name	in	the	list,	also	set	up	helplines.	
§ Health	workers	are	there	to	reach	out	families	that	the	people	are	entitled.	
§ All-out	effort	has	been	made	to	select	beneficiaries.	

Date	of	launch	

§ It	will	be	launched	national	wide	on	25th	September	2018.	
	

Defence	industrial	corridor	in	“ALIGARH”	
Location	

§ It	 is	160	km	away	from	Delhi	on	the	Agra	
express	well	connected	with	550	hectares	
of	land	for	this	project.	

Key	facts:	

§ As	part	of	defence	corridor	in	UP,	six	nodal	
points,	 Agra,	 Aligarh,	 Lucknow,	 Kanpur,	
Chitrakoot	and	Jhansi	have	been	identified.		

Necessity	for	defence	corridor:	

§ Prime	minister	 said	 that	 before	 couple	 of	
years	there	is	need	to	Indianize	the	defence	
production	due	to	2	adverse	reasons	

§ Chinese	in	the	north	
§ Pakistan	in	the	west	

Advantages	of	 implementing	defence	 corridor	
in	India	

§ India	 is	 the	 largest	 importer	 of	 weapons	
from	abroad	

§ There	is	defence	procurement	policy	(DPP)	
and	 defence	 offset	 program	 (DOP).	
whenever	we	buy	anything	in	a	contract	in	
abroad	 there	 is	 a	 certain	 percentage	 of	
money	we	have	to	invest	in	India	

§ When	 the	 hubs	 are	 functional	 we	will	 be	
less	dependent	on	import	equipment	from	
abroad	

§ Economy	 of	 our	 country	 is	 hugely	
dependent	on	other	countries	like	America,	
Russia,	UK	(on	defence	related	matters)	

Reason	why	it	is	not	going	well?	

§ This	 is	 not	 going	 well	 because	 of	 private	
industries	 like	 L&T,	 TATA	 they	 want	 to	
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participate	but	they	do	not	know	what	kind	
of	return	they	will	get.	

§ We	 will	 be	 earning	 foreign	 exchange	 by	
exporting	our	equipment,	GDP	will	increase	
and	improves	in	strategic	development	

§ Labour	 is	 costlier	 in	 UK,	 Russia,	 America	
whereas	it	will	be	cheap	in	India		

§ Initially	 we	 need	 to	 invest	 our	 private	
companies,	 DRDO,	 invest	 lot	 of	 money	 in	
core	 research	 project	 technology	 should	
work	out	here	

§ It	 is	 estimated	 that	 the	 employment	 will	
increase	in	2.5	lakhs	in	Uttar	Pradesh	alone	

§ Eg:	 A	 Benz	 car	manufactured	 in	 Germany	
has	large	component	of	parts	manufactured	
in	Chandigarh,	Noida,	Delhi.	

§ We	 have	 adequate	 labour,	 capacity,	
technicians,	 we	 can	 train	 them	 to	
manufacture	 in	 India	as	young	population	
is	huge	in	India.	

§ DRDO	needs	to	take	a	lot	of	effort	
§ Forget	 the	 boundaries	 when	 economic	

matters	come	up.it	is	a	national	project.	
	

Digital	north	east	vision	2022	
Introduction	

§ The	 digital	 north	 east	 vision2022	 was	
released	 in	 Guwahati	 Assam	 by	 union	
minster	Ravi	Shankar	Prasad	

Features	

§ It	 plans	 to	 connect	 north	 eastern	 states	
with	 telecom	 services,	 optical	 fiber	 link,	
setting	up	BPO.	

§ Government	is	planning	to	connect	almost	
all	the	region	with	mobile	connectivity.	

§ Idea	 of	 connecting	 optical	 fiber	 up	 to	
Arunachal	 Pradesh	 with	 high	 speed	
bandwidth.so	it	can	improve	in	developing	
in	 e-hospitals-learning	 schools,	 remote	
teaching	in	medical	college	which	is	a	issue	
in	north	east.	

§ Huge	 focus	 on	 creation	 of	 jobs	 in	 both	
private	and	government	sector	

§ On	 the	 government	 side,	 it	 is	 planning	 to	
increase	the	subsidy	for	setting	up	BPO.so	
every	 BPO	 setup	 there	 is	 a	 subsidy	 up	 to	
1lakh	and	government	is	planning	to	setup	
a	 mega	 50000	 seating	 facility	 for	 hiring	
technical	profession	and	outsource	service	
from	north	east	region	

How	this	will	be	useful	for	the	people?	

§ Due	 to	 the	 lack	 of	 connectivity,	 people	
migrate	to	metropolitan	cities,	so	when	this	
scheme	appears	it	will	provide	a	huge	boost	
for	the	online	business	

§ In	 shilling	 and	Arunachal	Pradesh,	 if	 they	
are	 providing	 the	 high-speed	 optic	 fiber	
connectivity,	 there	 are	 best	 location	 for	
setting	 up	 data	 centres	 because	 of	 the	

weather	advantages	and	less	electricity	and	
AC	bill	

Overall	 plans	 of	 the	 government	 in	 terms	 of	

connectivity	fie	north	east:	

§ If	 government	 is	 able	 to	 provide	 the	
connectivity	 then	 its	 will	 open	 the	 flood	
grade	

§ The	 number	 of	 seats	 planned	 for	 BPO	 in	
north	east	states	will	be	doubled	to	10,000	
while	 the	 network	 of	 common	 service	
centres	 will	 be	 expanded	 to	 cover	 all	
villages	

§ 	State-wise	road	map	have	been	developed	
for	implementing	digital	initiatives	

§ Revenue	 will	 always	 be	 challenging	 in	
north	east,	government	will	have	to	initially	
fund	 the	 projects	 because	 private	
companies	 will	 not	 be	 ready	 to	 huge	
investment	

Will	5g	support	north	east	

§ It	 will	 be	 difficult	 because	 the	 areas	 are	
remote	 and	 there	 is	 no	 proper	 road	
connectivity	 or	 transport	 connectivity	
which	 was	 made	 unavailable	 but	 if	 we	
invest	as	an	isolation	in	the	telecom	sector	
it	does	not	work.	If	you	work	parallel	then	
it	will	work	

Conclusion:	
§ Actually,	 this	 optic	 fiber	 connectivity	

should	be	given	 long	back	we	are	already	
late.	But	once	the	government	provides,	 it	
will	 in	 employment	 opportunity	 up	 to	 70	
lakhs	in	digital	sector.	

	


