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The National Investigation Agency (NIA) was constituted under the National Investigation Agency (NIA) Act, 
2008. 
 
It is a central agency to investigate and prosecute offences: 
affecting the sovereignty, security and integrity of  India, security of  State, friendly relations with foreign 
States. 
against atomic and nuclear facilities. 
smuggling in High-Quality Counterfeit Indian Currency. 
It implements international treaties, agreements, conventions and resolutions of  the United Nations, its 
agencies and other international organisations. 
It’s objective is also to combat terror in India. 
It acts as the Central Counter-Terrorism Law Enforcement Agency. 
Headquarters: New Delhi 
Branches: Hyderabad, Guwahati, Kochi, Lucknow, Mumbai, Kolkata, Raipur and Jammu. 
Scheduled Offences 
 
The schedule to the Act specifies a list of  offences which are to be investigated and prosecuted by the NIA. 
These include offences under Acts such as the Atomic Energy Act, 1962, and the Unlawful Activities 
Prevention Act, 1967. 
Need of  NIA 
 
The terrorist incidents are found to have complex inter-State and international linkages, and possible 
connection with organised crime, for example, the smuggling of  arms and drugs, circulation of  fake Indian 
currency etc. 
The agency at the Central level was created for investigation of  offences related to terrorism and certain 
other Act post-2008 Mumbai terror attacks. 
Mandate of  NIA 
 
The cases are assigned to the NIA by the Central Government in accordance with section VI of  the NIA Act, 
2008. 
The investigation of  the cases is done by the Agency independently. 
After investigation, the cases are placed before the NIA Special Court. 
For prosecuting the accused under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967 (UAPA) and certain other 
scheduled offences, the Agency seeks the sanction of  the Central Government. 
The sanction is granted under the UAPA based on the report of  the ‘Authority’ constituted under section 45 
(2) of  the UAPA. 
It is empowered to deal with terror-related crimes across states without special permission from the states. 
Smuggling and Terror Funding 
 
The amendments to the NIA Act has brought the offences related to the smuggling in High-Quality 
Counterfeit Indian Currency under the definition of  a terrorist Act. 
To curb various aspects of  terrorist financing, a Terror Funding and Fake Currency Cell (TFFC) has been 
created in the NIA. 
The Cell maintains a database of  terror financing and cases of  Fake Indian Currency Notes (FICN). 
TFFC also conducts a part investigation into terror financing aspects of  regular cases investigated by the 
NIA. 
TFFC Cell conducts verifications of  bank accounts of  the suspects that are linked with Naxalite groups. 
There is an exclusive Left Wing Extremism (LWE) cell to effectively deal with cases related to terror financing 
aspects of  Naxalite groups. 
The Ministry of  Home Affairs (MHA) reviews the manpower, financial and infrastructure requirements of  
NIA from time to time. 
Recent Amendment  
 
The NIA (Amendment) Bill, 2019 was passed by Parliament amending the original Act of  2008. 
The Bill seeks to allow the NIA to investigate the following additional offences: 
Human trafficking 
Offences related to counterfeit currency or banknotes 
Manufacture or sale of  prohibited arms 
Cyber-terrorism, and 
Offences under the Explosive Substances Act, 1908
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Jurisdiction of  the NIA 
The officers of  the NIA have the same powers as other police officers in relation to the investigation of  such 
offences, across India. 
The officers of  the NIA will have the power to investigate scheduled offences committed outside India, subject 
to international treaties and domestic laws of  other countries. 
The central government may direct the NIA to investigate such cases as if  the offence has been committed in 
India. 
The Special Court in New Delhi will have jurisdiction over these cases. 
Special Courts 
 
The Central Government for the trial of  Scheduled Offences, constitute one or more Special Courts under 
Section 11 and 22 of  the NIA Act 2008. 
Composition: Special Court shall be presided over by a judge to be appointed by the Central Government on 
the recommendation of  the Chief  Justice of  the High Court. 
The Central Government may, if  required, appoint an additional judge or additional judges to the Special 
Court, on the recommendation of  the Chief  Justice of  the High Court. 
Jurisdiction of  Special Courts: 
The Special Courts have all powers of  the court of  sessions under the Code of  Criminal Procedure, 1973. 
Where any question arises as to the jurisdiction of  any Special Court, it shall be referred to the Central 
Government whose decision in the matter shall be final. 
The Supreme Court can transfer a case pending before a Special Court to any other Special Court within that 
State or any other State in some exceptional cases where it is not feasible to conduct a peaceful, fair, impartial 
and speedy trial. 
Similarly, the High Court has the power to transfer a case pending before a Special Court in a State to any 
other Special Court within that State. 
Issues in the Recent Amendments 
 
Under schedule VII of  the Constitution, the maintenance of  public order and police forces are matters of  
state list. 
 
However, Criminal law forms part of  the concurrent list and national security comes under the domains of  
union list. 
The Central government gets the authority to have the NIA take over the investigation of  crimes, which involve 
allegations of  human trafficking, offences under the Explosives Act, and certain offences under the Arms Act. 
However, not every criminal offence in the above act is a threat to national security and sovereignty and 
consequently, states have the competence to deal with the same. 
The Amendment Bill puts Section 66F of  the Information Technology Act into the Schedule listing offences. 
Section 66F deals with cyber terrorism. 
But India does not have a data protection act and there is no definition of  cyber terrorism. 
The amendment to the NIA Act also gives the agency authority to investigate crimes committed by persons 
which are against Indian citizens or “affecting the interest of  India”. 
However, the term “affecting the interest of  India” is undefined and can be misused by governments to curb 
freedom of  speech and expression. 
Further, the laws, under which the NIA has the authority to investigate, themselves do not mention “affecting 
the interest of  India” as an offence.

Index of  Industrial Production (IIP) is an index which helps us understand the growth of  various sectors in the 
Indian economy such as mining, electricity and manufacturing. 
IIP is a short term indicator of  industrial growth till the results from Annual Survey of  Industries (ASI) and 
National Accounts Statistics (Eg: GDP) are available. 
The base year of  the index is given a value of  100. The current base year for the IIP series in India is 2011-12. 
So, if  the current IIP reads 180, it means that there has been 80% industrial growth compared to the base year, 
ie 2011-12. 
Who releases IIP? 
Index of  Industrial Production (IIP) is released by the Central Statistics Office (CSO) of  the Ministry of  
Statistics and Programme Implementation. 
 
IIP is published monthly, six weeks after the reference month ends. 
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T.N. eyes investment
from other countries
CHENNAI

Chief Minister Edappadi 
K. Palaniswami has set up 
a Special Investment
Promotion Task Force (SIPTF)
to attract countries likely to
shift their supply chains to
India in the wake of the
pandemic. It will submit its
!rst report in a month.
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NEARBY

Pregnant women to be
screened for COVID-19
CHENNAI

Pregnant women from
containment zones will be
screened for COVID-19 at
hospitals. This comes after
samples of a 27-year-old
pregnant woman, who died
at the Government Kasturba
Gandhi Hospital for Women
and Children on Monday,
tested positive.
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Non-resident Tamils told
to register on portal
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu government
has requested non-resident
Tamils living abroad, who 
are intending to return
(whenever air tra"c is
restored) to the State in the
wake of the COVID-19
outbreak, to register on the
portal nonresidenttamil.org.
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One of Indian cinema’s lead-
ing stars, much loved for his
youthful musical romances,
Rishi Kapoor, passed away
on Thursday after being on
ICU support for a week at the
Sir H.N. Reliance Foundation
Hospital and Research
Centre in Mumbai. He died at
8.45 a.m. after a two-year
battle with leukaemia.

Kapoor is survived by wife
Neetu Kapoor, and children
Ranbir Kapoor and Riddhi-
ma Kapoor Sahni. 

His last rites took place on
Thursday afternoon at the
Chandanwadi crematorium
in Mumbai in the presence of
his family, close relatives and
friends.

Kapoor, 67, was diagnosed
with leukaemia in 2018, fol-
lowing which he had gone to

His !rst !lm as a leading
man, Bobby (1973), was a su-
perhit and established him
as a youthful, romantic icon.
All through the 1970s and
80s he kept setting the hearts
"utter with his musical ro-
mances and the trademark
dance moves in many a

catchy !lm song. 
Manmohan Desai’s

paean to secularism,
Amar Akbar Anthony
(1977), and Subhash
Ghai’s musical reincar-

nation thriller Karz
(1980) were the

two land-
mark !lms
of that
phase. 

President
Ram Nath
Kovind
mourned
his loss in

a tweet: “Rishi Kapoor’s un-
timely demise is shocking. A
huge loss for the entertain-
ment industry.”

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi tweeted: “Multifaceted,
endearing and lively...this
was Rishi Kapoor Ji. He was a
powerhouse of talent. I will
always recall our interac-
tions, even on social media.
He was passionate about
!lms and India’s progress.”

“He was the torch-bearer
of an illustrious legacy of his
family whose contribution to
the !lm industry is unparal-
leled,” said Maharashta Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray.

The veteran’s demise is
the second blow to the !lm
industry in succession after
actor Irrfan Khan’s death on
Wednesday.

Rishi Kapoor dies in Mumbai hospital after two-year battle with leukaemia

Special Correspondent

Mumbai

Icon of romance takes a !nal bow

MORE REPORTS " PAGE 14

New York for treatment. He
was last seen in Jeethu Jo-
seph’s The Body.

The second son of legen-
dary actor-director Raj Ka-
poor, and Krishna Raj Ka-
poor, Rishi Kapoor showed
his acting genes in his de-
but !lm Mera
Naam Joker
(1970) for which
he won the Na-
tional Award
for the Best
Child Artiste.

A former sarpanch, aligned
to the BJP, from Shopian in
south Kashmir has been ar-
rested by the National In-
vestigation Agency (NIA) in
a case registered in Janu-
ary, after a J&K police o#c-
er Davinder Singh was
caught travelling in a car
with a Hizbul Mujahideen
militant. 

The suspect, Tariq Ah-
mad Mir, 36, was arrested
on Wednesday. An o#cial
said his name cropped up
during the interrogation of
Naveed Mushtaq Shah, the
Hizb militant. Shah report-
edly told interrogators that
Mir was involved in provid-
ing weapons to other terro-
rist groups. 

An o#cial said the NIA
had raided multiple loca-
tions in February and Mir’s
house was one of them. 

NIA arrests 
ex-Shopian
sarpanch 
Vijaita Singh

New Delhi 

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 8

India reported 1,823 new CO-
VID-19 cases in the last 24
hours, taking the total num-
ber of cases to 33,610 on
Thursday with 8,373 recover-
ies. An additional 71 deaths
have now taken the total
number of fatalities to 1,074. 

The deaths since Wednes-
day include 32 from Maha-
rashtra, 16 from Gujarat, 11
from Madhya Pradesh and
three from Uttar Pradesh,
the Union Health Ministry
said.

According to Ministry da-
ta, the highest number of
con!rmed cases in the coun-
try are from Maharashtra at

9,915, followed by Gujarat at
4,082, Delhi at 3,439, Mad-
hya Pradesh at 2,660, Rajas-
than at 2,438, Uttar Pradesh
at 2,203 and Tamil Nadu at
2,162. The number has gone
up to 1,403 in Andhra Pra-
desh and 1,012 in Telangana. 

The country is currently
recording a total recovery
rate of 25.19% up from 13%
about two weeks ago, the Mi-
nistry said.

Co-morbidities in 78%
Giving details on the percen-
tage of deaths in various age
groups, the Ministry said In-
dia has a case fatality rate of
3.2% currently which is 65%
male and 35% female. The
death rate is less than 14% in

persons under 45, 34.8% in
the 45-60 age group. Co-mor-
bidities were found in 78% of
COVID-19 fatalities, Joint Se-
cretary in the Health Minis-
try Luv Agarwal said at the
daily press brie!ng.

He added that case fatality
for those over 60 years is
51.2% which includes 42%
for those between 60-75
years. For those above 75
years the rate is 9.2%.

The Ministry added that
analysis of doubling rate
across the country has re-
vealed that the national aver-
age is 11 days presently as

compared to 3.4 days before
lockdown.

States/UTs having dou-
bling rate between 11 and 20
days include Delhi, Uttar
Pradesh, J&K, Odisha, Rajas-
than, Tamil Nadu and Pun-
jab. Those having doubling
rate between 20 days to 40
days are Karnataka, Ladakh,
Haryana, Uttarakhand and
Kerala. 

Assam, Telangana, Chhat-
tisgarh, and Himachal Pra-
desh have a doubling rate of
more than 40 days, as per
data released by the Health
Ministry.

Data from State Health De-
partments reported a nation-
wide death toll of 1,150 with
34,789 overall and 24,647 ac-
tive cases. 

The Ministry said no
health facility should pre-
scribe additional COVID-19
testing for non-COVID pa-
tients, causing unwanted de-
lay in treatment for critical
patients, and that testing
should be as per the protocol
issued by the Health
Ministry.

“States are advised to en-
sure that all health facilities,
especially in the private sec-

tor, remain functional and
provide critical services so
that such patients who need
these critical services do not
face any di#culty. States are
also informed that it is not-
iced that many hospitals in
the private sector are hesi-
tant to provide critical ser-
vices like dialysis, blood
transfusion, chemotherapy
and institutional deliveries
to their regular patients,
which is not acceptable,”
said Mr. Agarwal.

Post-lockdown steps
Replying to a question on the
Ministry’s recommendation
to end the lockdown, Mr.
Agarwal said: “We have to
ensure that physical distanc-
ing becomes a norm so that
the chain of transmission is
broken; equally important
are containment measures
for the disease.”

The Ministry reiterated
that as of now there is no
con!rmed treatment proto-
col for COVID-19 and that
Remdesivir is one protocol
which is being examined.

“There is no conclusive
study to prove its e$ective-
ness and we are waiting for
larger evidence to take mea-
ningful action. We have, ho-
wever, issued a detailed advi-
sory on the use of
hydroxychloroquine as pro-
phylaxis 19 and availability
of HCQ is being ensured,”
Mr. Agarwal said.

Recovery rate rises to 25%, says govt.
Fatality rate touches 3.2% with 65% male and 35% female patients; average doubling rate stands at 11 days

Special Correspondent 

NEW DELHI 

MORE REPORTS ON " PAGES 5, 8,
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Output at India’s core sector
contracted by 6.5% in
March, Commerce Ministry
data show, re"ecting the
early impact of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic and the
subsequent nationwide
lockdown.

The index of eight core
sector industries, which
form 40% of the weight of
items included in the broad-
er Index of Industrial Pro-
duction (IIP), re"ected a
contraction in key parts of
the economy in March, ac-
cording to the data released
on Thursday. 

Analysts warned that the
core sector data signalled a
much sharper contraction
in the wider IIP, especially
in April, as several core sec-
tor industries were actually

exempted from the
lockdown.

Steel declines 13%
Leading the contraction at
the core industries were a
13% decline in steel output,
and a 7% fall in electricity
generation. The two sectors
account for almost 40% of
the index. Cement produc-
tion crashed 25%, while nat-
ural gas production slid 15%,
the data showed. Fertiliser
production also fell 12%,
while crude oil production
slipped 5.5%.

Coal was the only core
sector which saw some
growth, with output up 4%.
The largest component of
the index — re!nery produc-
tion — also dipped by only
0.5%.

Sharper contraction likely in IIP

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

March core sector
output slumps 6.5%

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 8

The lockdown to check the
spread of COVID-19 in Tamil
Nadu should not be lifted in
one go, but be eased in a
phased manner, medical
and public health experts
suggested to Chief Minister
Edappadi K. Palaniswami on
Thursday.

The advice came on a day
when the State saw its shar-
pest spike in the number of
COVID-19 cases. Tamil Nadu
added 161 cases to its tally,
with Chennai alone account-
ing for 138 of them.

“A single decision on the
lockdown is not possible,”
Prabhdeep Kaur of the Na-
tional Institute of Epidemiol-
ogy (ICMR) said. 

“Our overall lifestyle has
to change. The virus will be
with us not for a few days
but for a long time. When

that is so, doing it [precau-
tionary measures] for a day
or two is not enough,” she
explained.

Addressing reporters af-
ter the experts’ meeting
with the Chief Minister, Dr.
Kaur said they provided cer-
tain indicators to the govern-
ment from the epidemiologi-
cal point of view and based

on the health system’s pre-
paredness. 

“With those indicators,
lockdown can be relaxed in
some areas or it can be con-
tinued in some areas. The
government will take a deci-
sion,” she said.

Indicators !nalised
The indicators were !nal-
ised based on data and sur-
veillance, and analysing
them could help the govern-
ment in taking a decision,
Dr. Kaur said. “But, even if
the lockdown is eased, it has
to be eased in a phased man-
ner,” she cautioned.

During the past two
weeks, there had been an in-
crease in testing and hence
more COVID-19 cases were
being reported, she pointed
out. 

Ease lockdown in phases,
public health experts tell T.N.
State adds 161 fresh cases, Chennai accounts for 138 of them

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

Workers barricading a street
in Choolaimedu on Thursday.

* B. VELANKANNI RAJ

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 2
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TAMIL NADU

Chief Minister Edappadi K.
Palaniswami has constituted
a Special Investment Promo-
tion Task Force (SIPTF) to at-
tract countries likely to shift
their supply chains to India,
in the wake of the COVID-19
pandemic. The 14-member
SIPTF, to be headed by the
Chief Secretary, will submit
its !rst report to the Chief
Minister in a month.

“The economic upheavals
and supply constraints
caused by COVID-19 has
prompted many countries to
rethink their existing supply
chains, excessively depen-
dent on some countries. Re-
ports indicate that countries
like the U.S., South Korea, Ja-
pan, Taiwan and Singapore
are likely to diversify by esta-
blishing supply chains origi-
nating in India. Tamil Nadu,
which is already a favoured
investment destination, is
well placed to attract these
investments and needs to
take proactive steps to at-
tract them,” an Industries
Department government or-
der said.

The G.O. said that the
terms of reference (ToR) of
the committee were to iden-
tify sectors in which Tamil
Nadu could attract invest-
ments due to relocation
from other countries after
COVID-19, and to formulate a
special incentive package to
attract and facilitate these
investments.

Identifying key infrastruc-
ture projects, including ded-
icated industrial townships,
that need to be undertaken
or expedited to attract in-

vestments; !nding measures
to fast-track clearances to
promote these investments
and recommending out-
reach activities and brand
building to position Tamil
Nadu as an attractive invest-
ment destination were the
other ToRs of the
committee.

Secretaries of Finance, In-
dustries and Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises De-
partments; managing direc-
tor and chief executive o"c-
er, Guidance Tamil Nadu;
and the Commissioner of
Commercial Taxes are
among the government
authorities on the panel.

Two nominees from the

Japan External Trade Organ-
isation ( JETRO), Korea
Trade Investment Promo-
tion Agency (KOTRA), Ko-
rean Chamber of Commerce
and Taiwan External Trade
Development Council and
two nominees from the In-
do-American Chamber of
Commerce, US-India Stra-
tegic Partnership Forum and
U.S.-India Business Council
are also part of the panel.

One nominee each from
Enterprise Singapore, Japa-
nese industrial parks, Japa-
nese companies in Tamil Na-
du, U.S. companies in Tamil
Nadu and Taiwanese compa-
nies in Tamil Nadu too are
on the panel.

CM sets up special task
force to woo investors 
‘COVID-19 has made countries rethink existing supply chains’
Special Correspondent 

CHENNAI

The State on Thursday saw
the highest number of cases
since the !rst case was re-
ported on March 7. A total of
161 fresh cases were record-
ed and the city of Chennai it-
self had 138 cases, re#ecting
a clear rising trend.

With this, the State’s total
count of COVID-19 cases in-
creased to 2,323*.

A total of 97 men and 64
women tested positive on
Thursday. A majority of
them — 141 persons — were in
the 13-60 age group. There
were 13 children in the 0-12
age group and seven persons
were aged above 60.

There were no deaths. As
on date, a total of 1,035 per-
sons (active cases) are under
treatment in hospitals. 

The number of districts
that reported fresh cases in-
creased to 11. Apart from
Chennai, there were !ve cas-
es each in Chengalpattu and
Madurai, three cases each in
Kancheepuram and Rama-
nathapuram, two in Peram-
balur, and one each in Ariya-
lur, Cuddalore, Ranipet,
Salem and Tiruvannamalai.

While Chennai’s total CO-
VID-19 count soared, cross-

ing the 900-mark, it should
be noted that Chengalpattu
too has been reporting fresh
cases in the last few days.
Chennai presently has a total
of 906 cases.

Two districts — Ranipet
and Ramanathapuram — that
moved to the orange zone
(districts with less than 15
cases or no new case in the
last 14 days) on Wednesday,
moved back to the red zone
(more than 15 cases or dou-
bling time less than four
days) after reporting fresh
cases. However, Erode, that

saw a signi!cant number of
cases in the beginning,
moved from the red to the
orange zone, with its present
case count being 70. This
means that there was no new
case in the district in the last
14 days.

According to a bulletin is-
sued by the Directorate of
Public Health and Preventive
Medicine, detailed investiga-
tion is in progress for 34

nesday, the number of per-
sons tested increased to
9,643. 

Till now, 1,19,748 samples
have been sent for COVID-
testing. A total of 1,10,718 in-
dividuals have been tested so
far. As on date, a total of
1,978 persons, suspected to
have symptoms of COVID-19,
have been admitted to isola-
tion wards. 

(*This is inclusive of two
deaths cross noti!ed to other
states and one patient who
died after testing negative
for the infection)

primary persons. Another
48 persons were discharged
after treatment from hospi-
tals in the State. This took
the total number of persons
discharged in the State to
1,258. In Chennai, 214 per-
sons have been discharged
so far. The number of per-
sons discharged from Coim-
batore and Tiruppur was 125
and 103, respectively.

More samples were tested
with the day’s count being
9,787 — an increase of 1,700
from Wednesday. From
7,886 individuals on Wed-

Chennai’s count soars to 906, with 138 fresh cases; 48 more persons discharged after treatment

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

State records highest single-day spike in cases

The city’s COVID-19 case
count has been increasing
day after day. This is partly
due to its population density
— a factor that has made the
already challenging task of
contact tracing all the more
di"cult.

Tracing contacts of pa-
tients was taking more time
in Chennai than in other dis-
tricts of Tamil Nadu, a health
o"cial said. Carrying out the
exercise in the State capital
was arduous, he added. 

“For instance, we are gi-
ven the address of a person.
On reaching the place, we
come to know that he does
not live there. We then !nd
out that he resides just be-
hind that particular house,”
he explained.

As expected, the number
of contacts of each patient
was relatively higher in
Chennai due to urban densi-
ty, another o"cial said.
“Some persons provide in-
complete addresses and
wrong mobile numbers. This

causes delay in the process.
It is their responsibility to
provide a complete address
with the right phone num-
ber,” he added.

In fact, the metropolitan
city has another problem —
many residents do not know
their neighbours. “There are
people who do not know the
names of their neighbours.
Such details are important
for epidemiological investi-
gation,” the o"cial said.

An o"cial of the Chennai

Corporation said that exten-
sive e$orts were being made
in terms of contact tracing in
the city. The exercise co-
vered both close contacts,
i.e., family members, and ex-
tended contacts. “Finding
the extended contacts is
more like an art,” he said. 

“It is a harder task here.
There are places where the
population is densely
packed. There are narrow
streets, or buildings that
have 10 families, or slum

areas where people are tight-
ly packed. Narrowly de!ning
extended contacts might be
meaningless. So we comb
the entire area,” he said. 

Not an easy task
For instance, in the north re-
gion of Chennai Corpora-
tion, there were 111 index
cases, for which a total of
3,081 contacts — 640 direct
contacts and 2,441 extended
contacts — were traced and
tested. “For every positive
case, we have 30 more per-
sons who are traced and test-
ed,” an o"cial said. By and
large, people are cooperat-
ing, said o"cials. “But hu-
man memory is fallible. The
real challenge is that we
come to know that somebo-
dy is infected only when
they test positive, but they
may have been infected 15
days ago,” the o"cial said.

“Field-level health inspec-
tors make discrete enquiries,
and enable patients to recall
from memory the places
they visited and the persons
they met,” the o"cial added.

Contact tracing in Chennai proves tough
Given its high count and population density, more e!orts are needed

Serena Josephine M. 

CHENNAI

The Chennai airport wears a deserted look with the lockdown
halting domestic and international !ights. * B. VELANKANNI RAJ

Pregnant women from con-
tainment zones will be
screened for COVID-19 at
hospitals. This comes after
samples of a 27-year-old
pregnant woman, a resident
of Chintadripet who died at
the Government Kasturba
Gandhi Hospital (KGH) for
Women and Children on
Monday, returned positive
for COVID-19 on Wednesday.

Health Department o"-
cials said 59 persons — !ve
doctors, 21 postgraduate stu-
dents, 17 interns, eight sta$
nurses and eight workers
and security personnel — of
KGH had been quarantined
for coming in contact with
the woman. Nasal and throat
swabs were lifted from all of
them. 

A few patients and family
members of the woman
were also being screened.

The woman, who was 36
weeks pregnant, was admit-

ted with complaints of wa-
tery discharge. She had no
diabetes or hypertension
and fell in the low-risk cate-
gory. However, she deve-
loped !ts and collapsed sud-
denly. Doctors and sta$ in
the ward tried to revive her
and performed cardiopul-
monary resuscitation. But
she collapsed and died. The
baby also died, said o"cial
sources. 

An o"cial of the Health
Department said the ward

and the operation theatre
were being disinfected. 

Adequate protection
“First of all, we have told all
doctors to fully protect
themselves when attending
to pregnant women, espe-
cially those coming from
containment zones. When
they come to the hospital in
labour pain, we cannot im-
mediately test them. So we
have asked doctors and sta$
to protect themselves and at-
tend to the expectant moth-
ers. They will be screened si-
multaneously. We will look
at those with symptoms and
their susceptibility,” he said. 

O"cial sources said preg-
nant women, known to be in
the high-risk category, were
being referred to the Insti-
tute of Obstetrics and Gy-
naecology and Hospital for
Women and Children, Eg-
more, and the Government
Kilpauk Medical College
Hospital.

A woman who died in Chennai on Wednesday tested positive

Serena Josephine M.

CHENNAI

Civic workers spray
disinfectant in Anna Nagar.

* R. RAVINDRAN

Hospitals to screen pregnant
women from containment zones 

Around 51,000 tonnes of ed-
ible oil and 30,000 tonnes of
pulses, which was held up at
the Chennai Port due to the
COVID-19 lockdown, are be-
ing released in a phased
manner for sale in Tamil Na-
du and other southern
States, according to mem-
bers of the State govern-
ment’s committee in charge
of essential commodities.

Following the imposition
of the lockdown in March,
the two commodities, pro-
cured by private traders
from domestic and interna-
tional suppliers, could not
be moved out of the port for
a variety of reasons, such as
the need for clearances from
Customs and plant quaran-
tine authorities and the non-
availability of lorry drivers.

The traders sought the
State government’s help,
and subsequently, the com-
mittee held meetings with

o"cials concerned and oth-
ers to pave the way for the
release of the commodities.

Pointing out that huge
quantities of black gram
(urad dal) had come in from
Myanmar and other south-
east Asian countries, the
members of the panel said
that swift action was re-
quired, as otherwise, there
may have been a shortage of
pulses. 

On an average, Tamil Na-

du has been receiving 40-60
truckloads of pulses — essen-
tially red gram (toor dal) —
from various States, every
day.

Likewise, when two priv-
ate companies — Aachi Masa-
la Foods and Sakthi Masala —
which manufacture pow-
dered spices, drew the go-
vernment’s attention to pro-
blems they were facing in
getting raw materials from
States like Gujarat, Rajasthan

and Maharashtra, the com-
mittee got the issue resolved
after taking it up with o"-
cials in charge of depart-
ments and agencies con-
cerned in the respective
States and the Union Minis-
try of Agriculture and Farm-
ers’ Welfare.

Monitoring availability
A group of o"cers — Daya-
nand Kataria, Additional
Chief Secretary (Co-opera-
tion, Food and Consumer
Protection), Gagandeep
Singh Bedi, Principal Secre-
tary (Agriculture) and P.
Thamarai Kannan, Addition-
al Director-General of Police
(Welfare) — has been entrust-
ed with the task of monitor-
ing the availability of essen-
tial commodities, both in the
government system and the
open market. 

It has been holding regu-
lar meetings with a wide
range of stakeholders in the
supply chain.

Essentials held up at port being released
Huge quantities of edible oil and pulses are being moved out for sale 

T. RAMAKRISHNAN

CHENNAI

Paintings adorn the walls of Tambaram railway station,
honouring front line sta" battling COVID-19. * B. VELANKANNI RAJ 
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Even after the lockdown is
lifted in some areas, mea-
sures such as physical dis-
tancing, hand hygiene and
wearing masks in public
places would have to be
continued.

Dr. Kaur said vulnerable
groups have to be protect-
ed. “Young people should
not interact much with el-
derly people. It [interac-
tion] should be in control
to some extent,” she said.
Other vulnerable people
such as those with cancer,
kidney ailments and dia-
betes would have to take
their treatment so that the
risk was reduced.

Under the prevailing sit-
uation, certain relaxations
could not be granted. The
preparedness of health sys-
tems had to be enhanced;
e$orts on surveillance and
contact tracing, among
others must continue. 

‘Ease lockdown
in phases’

Is this the peak of the infec-
tion for Chennai? It may well
be the peak during the ongo-
ing lockdown, say experts. 

Some public health ex-
perts feel that another can
be expected post the lock-
down, before the pandemic
#attens in the State.

It is possible that in-
creased testing is the single
biggest reason for the large
number of cases that Chen-
nai throws up daily. And,
yet, experts say, the city is a
hotspot also because a com-
mon sense approach, com-
munity responsibility and
participation in public
health e$orts is lacking.

“Urban pockets continue
to be a huge problem across
the world. Continuous living
spaces and urban sprawls
make things di"cult from a

public health point of view.
Also we cannot deny that
there is poor compliance in
Chennai,” says a public
health o"cial. 

While the government
claims the State does not yet
conform to the de!nition of
‘community transmission’,
the numbers are growing
and this is a source of
concern.

With the Corporation
Commissioner comman-
deering schools for the CO-
VID-19 e$ort, it is clear that
the city is preparing for a
possible explosion of cases.
These schools will function
as COVID-19 care centres, al-
lowing non-symptomatic pa-
tients to be isolated, or dou-
ble up as quarantining
centres for vulnerable popu-
lations. 

V. Ramasubramanian,
who was on the expert com-

mittee panel that made re-
commendations to the go-
vernment, says: “This is a
good move, because I don’t
think putting an asympto-
matic person in a hospital is
a great idea. This will be a
sort of second tier of care for
people who cannot maintain
isolation at home.”

“The NIE has told us that
the numbers will tend to go
up, but to remain focused on
collection of data, identify-
ing, testing and contact trac-
ing,” says Health Minister C.
Vijayabaskar, adding, “the
positivity rate for the tests
we are doing is rather low.
We are doing nearly 10,000
cases now. Our recovery rate
is good, and fatality rate is
really low. The government’s
focus will be testing, treat-
ing, and keeping the vulner-
able populations safe, as of
now.”

Is this the peak for Chennai or
can another be expected?
Experts feel a post-lockdown spike cannot be ruled out

Ramya Kannan

Chennai 

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has requested non-re-
sident Tamils living, work-
ing and studying abroad,
intending to return (whe-
never air tra"c is restored)
to the State to register on
the portal:

nonresidenttamil.org.
According to an o"cial

release, the registration fa-
cility online has been creat-
ed “for the welfare of Tamils
intending to return, their fa-
milies, to estimate the num-
ber of such returnees and to
arrange for quarantine fa-
culties”.

Portal for non-resident
Tamils who wish to return
Special Correspondent 

CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has appointed senior
Indian Administrative Ser-
vice (IAS) o"cer Atulya Mis-
ra as the nodal o"cer in the
State to regulate issues relat-
ing to the movement of peo-
ple stranded in di$erent

parts of the country during
the lockdown.

Pilgrims, tourists, stu-
dents, migrant workers and
others from Tamil Nadu
have been stranded in va-
rious parts of the country
due to the lockdown in the
wake of the COVID-19
outbreak.

IAS o"cer to tackle issues
related to stranded persons 
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu Genera-
tion and Distribution Cor-
poration (Tangedco) has
purchased short-term pow-
er from the exchanges dur-
ing the lockdown as prices
have fallen below %4 per
unit. 

Between April 1 and 29,
the State utility has pro-
cured 253.23 million units
of power at %3.43 per unit
from the Indian Energy Ex-
change and 100.80 million
units of power at %2.93 per
unit from Power Exchange
India Ltd.

“As you can notice from
the !gures, we are pur-
chasing around 5% of our
electricity from the ex-
change, and that too at a
cost cheaper than our own
generation cost. This is one
reason why we are keeping
most of our own power
plants on reserve shut dur-
ing this time of low de-
mand due to the lockdown.
This has incidentally
helped us build our coal
stock to over 20 days of full
generation,” a senior Tan-
gedco o"cial said.

Tangedco’s own gener-
ating cost is around %4.50
to %6 per unit. 

According to the Indian
Energy Exchange, the peak
power demand across the
country has declined by
25%. The State’s require-
ment for energy during the
lockdown has been around
10,000 mega watt (MW).

Tangedco 
buys cheaper
power from
exchanges
Sanjay Vijayakumar 
R. Srikanth

Chennai































































































Annual Survey of  Industries (ASI) Vs Index of  Industrial Production (IIP) 
The Industrial Output data is captured and monitored, primarily, through two statistical activities – Annual 
Survey of  Industries (ASI) and Index of  Industrial Production (IIP). 
 
ASI 
 
ASI is calculated on an annual basis 
The ASI is conducted under the Collection of  Statistics Act, since 1959. 
The objective is to obtain comprehensive and detailed statistics of  industrial sector with the objective of  
estimating the contribution of  registered manufacturing industries as a whole to the national income. 
ASI data is based on the actual book of  accounts and other documents maintained by registered factories. 
IIP 
 
IIP is calculated on a monthly basis. 
Data for IIP are collected by various source agencies under different Acts/statutes. 
The IIP is compiled on the basis of  data sourced from 16 ministries/ administrative departments.
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MTC honours retiring
sta! by visiting homes 
CHENNAI

For the second month
running, the Metropolitan
Transport Corporation
honoured retiring employees
by visiting their homes. A
total of 69 staff of the MTC
retired on Thursday.
Retirement benefit cheques,
work appreciation certificates
and sweet packets were
distributed to them, MTC said
in a press release.

IN BRIEF

Daughter murders father
near Chengalpattu
CHENNAI

A 22-year-old woman
stabbed her father to death
with a knife after an
argument in their house in
Vadapattinam village near
Chengalpattu on Tuesday.
Her father Sekar, returned
home and had a dispute with
his wife. The daughter, who
was cutting vegetables, tried
to intervene and in the
course of the argument,
stabbed him, police said.

Timings

CHENNAI

FRIDAY, MAY. 01

RISE 05:49 SET 18:24

RISE 12:35 SET 00:46

SATURDAY, MAY. 02

RISE 05:48 SET 18:24

RISE 13:34 SET 01:37

SUNDAY, MAY. 03

RISE 05:48 SET 18:25

RISE 14:31 SET 02:26

+� #00 &KCPC 4WVJ &�Q� 4CLMWOCT 5C�
OWXGN 
%JGPPCK� RTGUGPVN[ TGUKFKPI CV
��� ,[QVK 0CICT� )CFCI 4QCF� *WDDCN�
NK������� JCXG EJCPIGF O[ PCOG CH�
VGT OCTTKCIG CU &KCPC 5YCOKPCVJCP
9�Q� 0KTOCN 5YCOKPCVJCP UYQTP DGHQ�
TG 5TK�5�(�*WKNIQN� 0QVCT[ 
)QXV QH +P�
FKC�� *WDDCNNK 
-CTPCVCMC� QP
�����������

PERSONAL 

CHANGE OF NAME

Thousands thronged shops,
supermarkets and vegetable
markets in the city on Thurs-
day despite the govern-
ment’s appeal to avoid
crowding.

Since morning, Villivak-
kam market saw a steady
stream of shoppers. The pol-
ice had to intervene and reg-
ulate the crowd by giving in-
structions on the public
address system, reminding
everyone to maintain physi-
cal distance while waiting in
the queue. A police o!cer
said: “From 6 a.m. onwards,
we have been advising peo-
ple to wear masks and main-
tain personal distance in the
market.”

Despite prohibitory or-
ders being in force, many
four-wheelers and two-
wheelers were found on the
roads in Anna Nagar and Thi-
rumangalam areas. Huge

crowds gathered to buy ve-
getables at Nammalwarpet
market.

In Thiruvanmiyur market,
vegetable market has been
partly shifted to a place near
the temple tank. A senior
police o!cer said: “Over 25
police personnel have been
on duty since 6 a.m. Three
inspectors, "ve sub-inspec-

tors, 15 constables and home
guards were regulating the
crowd and advising people
to maintain personal dis-
tance.” 

Commissioner of Police
A.K. Viswanathan has ap-
pealed to the public not to
do panic buying on Thurs-
day and not rush to buy es-
sential commodities from

neighbourhood shops. 
In a video message, Mr.

Viswanathan said to help pe-
ople purchase goods, shops
will be open from 6 a.m. to 5
p.m. on Thursday alone. “It
is not necessary for eve-
ryone to purchase whatever
they need tomorrow itself.
Shops will be open till 1 p.m.
from Friday,” he added.

Shoppers ignore government’s advisory, throng markets
Police had to
enforce physical
distancing

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI 

Dangerous proximity: People shopping at Nammalwarpet along the Konnur High Road on
Thursday. * B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

After four days of total lock-
down, the Koyambedu who-
lesale market saw a large
number of traders from the
city’s outskirts and neigh-
bouring districts thronging it
from early Thursday
morning.

While entry was restrict-
ed for residents, the Koyam-
bedu market saw nearly
30,000-40,000 retail trad-
ers from various places, in-
cluding Ranipet, Arakko-
nam, Gummidipoondi,
Tindivanam and even Nel-
lore, visiting on Thursday to
make bulk purchases. 

Nearly 450 shops of who-
lesale vegetables, foodgrains
and fruits market were open
since 2 a.m. Though police
personnel were posted, only
50-60% of the shops fol-
lowed physical distancing
norms. 

According to wholesale
traders, many people jostled
for space to buy onions and

potatoes. Only 180 truck-
loads of vegetables, which
was half the usual daily load,
arrived at the market, noted
merchants. 

P. Sukumar, a wholesale
trader, said the prices of ve-
getables escalated by 10-15%
due to the mismatch bet-
ween demand and availabili-
ty. 

“We did not receive green
peas. Beans, broad beans
and carrots were costly.
Most of the stocks were sold
by 7 a.m.,” he said. 

While about 200 vegeta-

ble shops were open, fruit
merchants sold the previous
day’s stock as they had de-
cided to halt sales till the end
of lockdown period.

M. Thyagarajan, presi-
dent, Koyambedu Vegeta-
bles, Fruits and Flowers
Merchants Association, said
retail traders must be al-
lowed to sell vegetables in
places around the market
and instructed to follow
physical distancing norms.
Moreover, action must be ta-
ken if retail trading takes
place inside the market. 

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

People at the Koyambedu market on Thursday. * R. RAVINDRAN

Retail traders !ock to Koyambedu

With over 100 persons test-
ing positive for COVID-19 on
a daily basis, the Greater
Chennai Corporation, on
Thursday, decided to take
over government and priv-
ate schools in the city to
create more quarantine
facilities.

As more than 98% of 906
residents who have tested
positive for COVID-19 in the
city have been asymptomat-
ic, the Corporation is not
taking any chances. It direct-
ed that schools be handed
over by May 2. Already, the
Corporation has created
quarantine spaces to isolate
and treat about 10,000 per-
sons in places like Anna Un-
iversity, IIT-Madras and
Chennai Trade Centre and
the addition of schools
would enhance quarantine
capacity in the city.

Earlier in the day, Corpo-
ration Commissioner G. Pra-
kash said front line sta# who
tested positive for COVID-19
will be replaced. “We have
devised a mechanism to re-
place front line sta# once
they test positive for CO-
VID-19. City survey is an im-
portant exercise relating to
COVID-19 containment. Ma-
ny such sta# members are
getting exposed to CO-
VID-19,” he said.

The Corporation has re-
quested residents and con-
servancy workers to dispose
of masks in a safe manner.

“Waste management of
materials remains a chal-
lenge in the city, increasing
the risk of COVID-19,” he
said. Front line sta# have
been directed to stop dispo-
sal of masks and gloves in
common bins across the city

as the Corporation made ar-
rangements for safe disposal
of waste generated by civic
workers, Mr. Prakash added.

Ripon Buildings cases
Two employees at Ripon
Buildings, the Corporation
headquarters, tested posi-
tive for COVID-19 this week.
Civic o!cials said all em-
ployees working at the head-
quarters will be tested this
week.

The workers in Ezhila-
gam, another government

building, would also be test-
ed. 

Mr. Prakash said the re-
cent price rise would be dis-
cussed with the Labour De-
partment to take action
against traders demanding
higher prices. He urged peo-
ple to report commercial es-
tablishments charging exor-
bitant prices.

The Corporation has per-
mitted 4,900 push carts for
selling vegetables and 1,182
mini trucks for essential
commodities, he added.

Civic body’s order applies to govt. and private institutions

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

Corporation to turn city schools
into quarantine facilities

ICSI postpones exams
from June to July
CHENNAI

The Institute of Company
Secretaries of India has
decided to postpone its
examinations of Foundation,
Executive and Professional
Programme and Post
Membership Qualification,
amid the lockdown. The
exams were to be held from
June 1 to June 10, 2020. The
examinations will take place
from July 6 and a revised
schedule will be announced. 

The city police has intro-
duced a robot cop with mul-
tiple functions to handle re-
sidents who live in
containment areas. 

It can be controlled using
a remote control and has a
mounted camera for surveil-
lance. The machine called
Robot Cop LD v5.0 was de-
ployed in Meenambal Pu-
ram Street, a containment
area in Mylapore. It is a con-
gested area with over 11 CO-
VID-19 cases, police said.

The robot cop has a two-
way intercom for direct pu-

blic announcements and to
listen to any communication
from the public. 

A LED display is mounted

on it to display messages. 
Joint Commissioner of Pol-

ice, East, R. Sudhakar, said,
“In containment zones, we

can’t enter and visit interior
areas. Our personnel had to
stand outside barricaded
areas. The drones were used
to make announcements.”

The robot was specially
built for the lockdown in
four days jointly by the pol-
ice, Robothoughts, SCI Fi In-
novation, and Callidai Mo-
torworks. 

It has special features
such as steering control for
precise mobility, LED dis-
play for push messages, two-
way intercom for direct pu-
blic announcements and
wireless connectivity range
for about a kilometre. 

Police deploy ‘robocop’ in containment area 
Device has a camera for surveillance and a two-way communication system

R. Sivaraman 

CHENNAI

The Robot Cop LD v5.0 being deployed in Meenambal Puram
Street in Mylapore. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Three policemen have been
admitted to government hos-
pitals after initial tests showed
them infected with COVID-19,
said police sources. 

They were on duty to en-
force prohibitory orders. One
of them is a 55-year-old sub-in-

spector working in Mangadu.
He is a resident at the Kun-
drathur police quarters.

Another is a sub-inspector
from Koyambedu police sta-
tion and the last one, a 25-
year-old constable of Armed
Reserve Police on duty with
Nungambakkam Police
station.

Three policemen test positive 
Special Correspondent 

CHENNAI

The Fisheries Department has
begun depositing $5,000 into
bank accounts of 1.75 lakh "sh-
ers in the State as dole for the
"shing ban period. 

Fisheries Minister D. Jayaku-
mar said a total of $83.55 crore
has been allocated for the
scheme. 

Fishing ban dole
distribution begins 
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

HC to continue hearing
cases over video link
CHENNAI

The Madras High Court has
decided to postpone the
summer vacation due in May
and continue to hear cases
through video conferencing
until the threat of COVID-19
subsides. The decision was
taken in a Full Court meeting
held on Thursday. It was
decided that more judges
would be assigned to hear
cases remotely in May.
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TAMIL NADU

DMK MLA !les case 
for release of funds
CHENNAI

Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
MLA V. Senthil Balaji has filed
a writ petition in the Madras
High Court challenging
proceedings issued by Karur
Collector on March 31
cancelling the administrative
sanction granted on March
28 for release of !60 lakh
from his constituency
development fund to
purchase 10 ventilators for
the government medical
college hospital. 

IN BRIEF

HC seeks explanation on 
purchase of rapid kits
CHENNAI

The Madras High Court on
Thursday sought the response
of the Centre as well as the
State government on
complaints regarding
purchase of defective rapid
test kits from companies in
China to test those suspected
to be suffering from
COVID-19. A Division Bench of
Justices M. Sathyanarayanan
and M. Nirmal Kumar granted
time till May 21 for the
government to file its reply. 

Plea to protect 
mentally challenged
CHENNAI

The Madras High Court has
directed the State
government to list steps
taken by it so far to safeguard
the interests of the mentally
challenged, and other
destitute residing on
roadsides, during the
lockdown. It wants to know
whether any of them had
been tested for COVID-19. 

Two new containment
zones in Villupuram 
VILLUPURAM

The district administration
has demarcated two more
containment zones, taking
the total number of such
areas in Villupuram district to
six. The total number of
positive cases in the district
stood at 50, on Thursday
afternoon. According to an
official, the new containment
zones are in Lakshmi Nagar
and Vadakuchipalayam on the
outskirts of the town from
where two cases were
reported on Wednesday.

The Integral Coach Factory
(ICF) here opened its o!ce
for administrative work, ask-
ing dozens of employees to
report for duty following the
safety protocol on Thursday. 

With the Southern Rail-
way Zonal/Divisional o!ces
also planning to open o!ces
with 33% sta", the Southern
Railway Mazdoor Union has
recorded its protest by writ-
ing to the General Manager
that the move was against
the interests of employees
and their family members.

ICF, the largest coach ma-
nufacturing unit in the
world, with over 10,000 em-
ployees stopped factory
work ever since the CO-
VID-19 lockdown was im-
posed. 

On April 29, the Principal
Chief Personnel O!cer is-
sued an order asking Heads
of Departments in the facto-

ry to call 33% of the sta" to
attend o!ce. However, em-
ployees residing in contain-
ment areas were asked to
work from home.

“Besides the Ministry of
Home A"airs letter allowing
functioning of o!ces with
33% sta", we obtained the
sanction of the Regional
Joint Director, Department
of Industries, Tamil Nadu,
according permission for
500 employees to work in
the lockdown period. All the

sta" who came to work wore
masks and maintained phys-
ical distancing as per norms”
a senior ICF o!cial told The

Hindu.

Safety issues
All India Railwaymen Feder-
ation working president N.
Kanniah wrote to the South-
ern Railway General Manag-
er expressing serious con-
cern over employees being
allowed to work in contain-
ment areas. 

He said Chennai topped
the list of COVID-19 positive
cases in the State and the zo-
nal o!ce of Southern Rail-
way and Chennai divisional
headquarters were located
in close proximity to the Ra-
jiv Gandhi Government Hos-
pital, which was a contain-
ment area.

The fact that doctors, pa-
ra-medical sta" and other
frontline workers were
themselves getting infected

only showed the tenacity of
coronavirus and the suscep-
tibility of normal human be-
ings. 

“It is not advisable to
open the headquarters, divi-
sion o!ces and workshops
in Chennai area as it will be
against the interest of hun-
dreds of employees and
their family members.”

Mr. Kanniah, who is also
the general secretary of the
Southern Railway Mazdoor
Union, said the suspension
of public transport was an
obstacle since employees,
despite having duty passes,
had to go through the ordeal
of severe restrictions on tra-
vel and frequent checks by
law-enforcing agencies. 

“If normal transport facili-
ties are restored, opening of
o!ces can de#nitely be
done since it would mean
that the area is safe and the
government has o!cially de-
clared it as such,” he said.

ICF asks sta! to report for work 
Heads of department in the factory asked to call 33% of the sta! to o"ce 

S. Vijay Kumar

CHENNAI

ICF stopped factory work
ever since the COVID-19
lockdown was imposed.

It is imperative that we fol-
low the guidelines laid
down by the World

Health Organisation (WHO)
and the government with
respect to personal protec-
tion against novel coronavi-
rus disease (COVID-19). Part
of this is practising hand hy-
giene -- frequently washing
hands with soap and water
or application of sanitisers.

While hand hygiene is an
excellent method to prevent
the infection from spread-
ing, it is also important to
protect our skin from ad-
verse reaction to frequent
hand-washing or use of alco-
hol-based rubs. Even though
COVID-19 is not skin loving,
the pandemic has a"ected
dermatology specialty in
more ways than one.

Dermatologists are notic-
ing an increase in patients
showing up with hand ecze-
ma/dermatitis caused due to
irritation by exaggerated
hand washing with soaps,
predominantly made of
chemicals. As we cannot shy
away from frequent hand
washing, it is highly recom-
mended that such patients
apply a moisturiser cream
after every hand wash. Also,
there have been instances
where a few patients have
mistakenly wiped their faces
with alcohol-based sanitis-
ers, resulting in irritation of
the facial skin or aggravation
of an existing skin condition.

Stress and anxiety
These problems are com-
mon in people with dry skin
and with an atopic (skin al-
lergy) background. During
the pandemic, it is likely that
we are under continuous
stress and anxiety at a sub-

conscious level. Since, skin
disorders also have a co-rela-
tion with emotional/mental
stress, the current scenario
is expected to exacerbate
the existing skin conditions
in patients. Patients with
chronic skin condition and
who are on long-term medi-
cation for the same are ad-
vised to consult their derma-
tologists on continuing the
medicines.

Health care professionals,
including doctors, nurses
and other paramedical sta",
too develop skin problems
due to prolonged use of per-
sonal protection equipment
(PPE). 

Continuously wearing
gloves can cause hand der-
matitis and wearing of occlu-
sive masks, goggles for long
hours has led to facial itch-
ing, rash, and dermatitis and
use of protective caps has
led to itching, folliculitis,
and seborrheic dermatitis of
scalp in some professionals.
Therefore, it is important to
continue using PPE along
with skin emollients, barrier
creams, moisturisers, and
skin-friendly
soaps/shampoos.

With regard to direct ma-

nifestation of COVID-19,
there have been reports
about skin changes in pa-
tients. The skin changes
were seen in 20.4% of the 88
patients in a study from
Lombardy region of Italy
(published in the Journal of
European Academy of Der-
matology & Venereology by
Relcalcati S.). Another study
from China by Guan W J. et
al., in the New England Jour-
nal of Medicine noted rash
in only 0.2% of 1,099 CO-
VID-19 patients.

Use teledermatology
Some skin disorders worsen
with stress requiring imme-
diate attention of dermatolo-
gists. With lockdown in
force, patients are unable to
access dermatological care,
since most clinics are tempo-
rarily closed as a precaution-
ary measure. This problem
can be solved by using tele-
medicine/teledermatology
practice.

It is prudent to provide te-
ledermatology care to non-
emergency skin conditions
and the dermatologist will
be the right person to decide
whether a patient needs in-
person consultation.

It’s important to protect skin 

The Central government
cannot interfere with the
functioning of the Cauvery
Water Management Authori-
ty (CWMA), though it has
been brought under the Jal
Shakti Ministry, as decisions
taken by the Authority are #-
nal and binding on the ripar-
ian States, according to K.
Manivasan, Prinicipal Secre-
tary of the Public Works De-
partment (PWD).

Pointing out that the lat-
est noti#cation was only a
“procedural measure,” Dr.
Manivasan, in a statement,
recalled that the Jal Shakti
Ministry was formed in May
2019 by bringing under its
umbrella two Ministries —
Ministry of Water Resources,
River Development and Gan-
ga Rejuvenation and Minis-
try of Drinking Water and
Sanitation. 

Subsequently, rules con-
cerning the allocation of bu-
sinesses were amended and
several subjects had been
transferred to the new Mi-
nistry. 

Among them were the Go-
davari and Krishna River
Management Boards and the
CWMA. 

Pointing out that there
had been changes in the
rules concerning depart-
ments, organisations and
other bodies, coming under
the control of the Jal Shakti
Ministry, the o!cial said the
changes were carried out for
enabling the provision of sal-
ary to sta" and the execu-
tion of other o!cial func-
tions. 

But, “there is no change
in the functions and powers
of the CWMA and the Cauv-
ery Water Regulation Com-
mittee. This has been ascer-
tained with o!cials

concerned in the Union Mi-
nistry. So, there will be no
adverse impact on interests
of farmers who are depen-
dent on the Cauvery river,”
the o!cial clari#ed. 

Another o!cial in the de-
partment said the noti#ca-
tion issued in June 2019 on
the formation of the new Mi-
nistry omitted bodies such
as the CWMA, which were
originally under the fold of
the erstwhile Ministry of Wa-
ter Resources, River Deve-
lopment and Ganga Rejuve-
nation. 

This was corrected with
the latest noti#cation issued
on April 27. 

Meanwhile, the State
committee of the Tamil Na-
du Vivasaigal Sangam criti-
cised the move and wanted
the Central government also
to make it clear that the in-
terests of the agriculturists
would not be harmed.

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

Centre can’t interfere with CWMA: Govt.

Tamil Nadu BJP president
L. Murugan on Thursday
accused DMK president
M.K. Stalin of “blatantly ly-
ing” on the subsuming of
the Cauvery Water Man-
agement Authority under
the Jal Shakti Ministry.

He said, “Mr. Stalin does
not even have the basic
knowledge that by bringing
the Authority under the Jal
Shakti Ministry, it would
get more strength and lead
to faster decision making.
His claims that the Author-
ity’s autonomy would be
lost due to this move is just
a sign of defeat as they are
not able to get people’s
support owing to the good
work being done by Cen-
tral and State governments
for tackling COVID-19.” 

He questioned why the
DMK did not get issue re-
solved when the party was
in alliance with the Con-
gress at the Centre. 

BJP accuses
Stalin of
spreading lies
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

DMK president M.K. Stalin
on Thursday urged the go-
vernment to make a decision
without delay on whether to
extend or not the COVID-19
lockdown after May 3.

“The second phase of the
lockdown comes to an end
on May 3 and people are

keen to know whether it
would be extended or lifted
in a phased manner. Let the
government make a quick
decision without delay as it
will avoid unnecessary ten-
sion and confusion,” he said
in a statement.

‘People con!ned’ 
Mr. Stalin said people had

been con#ned to the walls of
their homes for the last 35
days and the government
should not wait till the last
moment to make a decision. 

At the same time, Mr. Sta-
lin reiterated that it was the
duty of the people to respect
and adhere to the restric-
tions imposed during the
lockdown.

‘Decide on future of lockdown without delay’
People keen to know if it will be extended or lifted in a phased manner: Stalin

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

M.K. Stalin 

The famous Kovilpatti kada-

lai mittai has been granted
the Geographical Indication
(GI) tag. The application was
#led by the Kovilpatti Re-
gional Kadalaimittai Manu-
facturers. Kovilpatti kadalai

mittai is manufactured in
Kovilpatti and adjacent
towns and villages in
Thoothukudi district. 

Chinnaraja. G. Naidu, De-

puty Registrar of Geographi-
cal Indications, con#rmed
that the GI tag has been gi-
ven for the Kovilpatti kada-

lai mittai. He said that the
tag will now help this brand
reach an international au-
dience. “This product has a
long shelf life and has a huge
export potential,” he added. 

Kovilpatti kadalai mittai

is a candy made of peanuts
held together with glistening
syrup, and topped with

wisps of grated coconut
dyed pink, green and yellow.
In Kovilpatti, it is sold as sin-
gle rectangular chunks, or
rather cuboids, sealed in
packets. It is made using all
natural ingredients such as
the traditional and special
‘vellam’ ( jaggery) and
groundnuts and water from
the river Thamirabarani is
used in the production,
which enhances the taste
naturally.

Kovilpatti kadalai mittai gets GI tag
Sangeetha Kandavel

Chennai
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Thiagarajar Mills chairman Karu-
muttu T. Kannan donated $1 crore
to the Chief Minister’s Public Re-
lief Fund (CMPRF) for supporting
COVID-19 relief measures. 

He presented a cheque to Mad-
urai Collector T.G. Vinay on Thurs-
day. 

The Tamil Nadu Dr. Ambedkar
Law University donated about
$3.02 lakh as contribution from its
employees (one day salary in
April) and students. In March, its
sta" members had contributed
their one-day salary totalling

about $1.81 lakh, it said in a state-
ment. Chennai-based Shree Agar-
wal Samaj said it had donated $32
lakh. The samaj said it had distri-
buted 12,000 rice and grocery kits
worth about $72 lakh through the
district administrations, volun-
teers and through various charita-
ble trusts and NGOs to stranded
and underprivileged families. The
kits are distributed in the areas
like Chennai Red Hills, Tondiar-
pet, Vyasarpadi, Ambattur, Pon-
neri, Avadi, Madhavaram, Tirutta-
ni, remote villages of
Chengalpattu district and Tiruval-
lur district, it added.

Donations pour into CMPRF 
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI 

The Agriculture Depart-
ment has launched a free
app — Uzhavan e market —
to create a direct link bet-
ween farmers and traders. 

“Farmers can register
their produce through this
app and the traders can
approach them,” said Ga-
gandeep Singh Bedi, Agri-
cultural Production Com-
missioner and Principal
Secretary to Government.

He said the objective
was to #nd a market for
perishable commodities
and there was a huge res-
ponse from the day one
itself.

App linking
ryots, traders
"nds takers
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI












































What is GI status? 
 
GI status is an indication that identifies goods as produced from a particular area, which has special quality or 
reputation attributable to its geographical origin. 
 
GI-branded goods possess a recall value amongst consumers who essentially attribute these characteristics, 
qualities or reputation to such geographical origin. 
  
 
Importance of  GI Tag: 
 
GI tag helps the producers to differentiate their products from competing products in the mark. 
It enables the producers to build a reputation and goodwill around their products, which often fetch a 
premium price. 
The products help in export earning, promotion of  tourism, cultural heritage and national identity. 
For example Kanjeevaram silk sarees and Pochampally Ikat contribute to exports and popularity. 
GIs have great potential to play a major role in trade between countries. 
Legal protection to GIs protect livelihoods and encourage employment 
Owing to the premium prices that many GIs command today, there is a possibility of  preserving many 
traditional skills. 
Benefit to the rural economy by improving the incomes of  farmers or nonfarmers. 
GI allows genuine producers to capture the market and creates entry barriers for fakes. 
  
 
Key Facts: 
 
Under Paris Convention for the Protection of  Industrial Property, GIs are covered as an element of  IPRs. 
GI is governed by WTO’s Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of  Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS). 
In India, GI tag is governed by Geographical Indications of  Goods (Registration and Protection Act), 1999. 
This Act is administered by Controller General of  Patents, Designs and Trade Marks, who is also Registrar of  
Geographical Indications. 
  
 
GI Tags products (2019): 
 
14 products that got a GI tag this year: 
 
Odisha – Kandhamal Haldi 
Himachal Pradesh – Kala Zeera 
Chhattisgarh – Jeeraphool Rice 
Karnataka – Coorg Arabica Coffee 
Andhra Pradesh – Araku Valley Arabica 
Kerala – Wayanad Robusta Coffee 
Karnataka- Sirsi Supari 
  
 
Challenges: 
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Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Friday: Thunderstorm accompanied with lightning,
hail and gusty winds very likely at isolated places over Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh; with lightning and gusty winds at isolated
places over Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, Goa, Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka and Kerala and with lightning at isolated
places over West Bengal, Telangana and Tamil Nadu.
city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala............. 5.4....31.6....22.2 Kozhikode....................—....36.6....26.4
Ahmedabad...........—....43.6....29.2 Kurnool .......................—....42.1....28.4
Aizawl...................—....24.6....17.1 Lucknow......................—....35.7....23.4
Allahabad..............—....38.0....24.4 Madurai .......................—....38.2....26.6
Bengaluru .............—....32.8....21.0 Mangaluru ...................—....36.8....26.8
Bhopal ..................—....39.3....25.8 Mumbai .......................—....35.9....29.0
Bhubaneswar.... 24.4....36.7....20.7 Mysuru ........................—....35.4....22.6
Chandigarh ...........—....35.8....24.7 New Delhi ...................—....38.6....25.2
Chennai ................—....35.5....28.7 Patna ..........................—....34.2....24.2
Coimbatore ...........—....33.7....23.4 Port Blair.................. 0.6....33.0....25.8
Dehradun ........... 6.3....31.8....20.2 Puducherry ..................—....36.0....27.4
Gangtok............. 5.6....19.4....12.4 Pune............................—....39.9....24.4
Goa.......................—....35.2....27.4 Raipur .........................—....38.0....22.8
Guwahati ..............—....33.8....20.0 Ranchi ...................... 4.2....32.6....18.0
Hubballi ................—....36.0....23.0 Shillong.......................—....19.6........ —
Hyderabad ............—....39.8....27.6 Shimla.........................—....20.6....13.0
Imphal ............. 16.8....26.0....17.9 Srinagar.......................—....27.3....13.8
Jaipur ................ 4.8....39.0....24.8 Thiruvananthapuram.........—....34.4....26.4
Kochi ....................—....33.4....26.6 Tiruchi.........................—....36.7....26.8
Kohima .............. 3.8....24.2....11.2 Vijayawada ..................—........ —........ —
Kolkata .................—....33.9....25.3 Visakhapatnam .............—....33.5....26.6

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at 6.00
p.m., Charkhi Dadri, Haryana
recorded an overall air
quality index (AQI) score of
320 indicating a dangerous
level of pollution. In
contrast, Ramanagara,
Karnataka recorded a healthy
AQI score of 35.

Ahmedabad..... 49 .25 21 ....44 ...75 ....*
Bengaluru ....... 10 .18 51 ..... — ...71 ....*
Chennai .......... 04 .37 32 ....33 .....— ....*
Delhi .............. ..— .54 56 ..155 .103 ....*
Hyderabad ...... 06 .68 77 ..... — ...74 ....*
Kolkata........... 09 .13 14 ....26 ...37 ....*
Lucknow ......... 06 .21 55 ....91 .....— ....*
Mumbai .......... 83 ..— 51 ..... — ...58 ....*
Pune............... 27 .10 51 ....34 ...32 ....*
Visakhapatnam 10 .23 06 ....32 ...63 ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)
SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues
and monuments.
NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.
CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.
PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
death in people with heart or lung disease

Minor !re at Satish
Dhawan Space Centre 
TIRUPATI 

A minor fire was reported at
the Satish Dhawan Space
Centre at Sriharikota, located
100-km from here. Though
the incident happened on
Wednesday, it came to light
only on Thursday. The
accident took place at the
Solid Propellant Plant, in
which two panels were
reportedly gutted. The staff
manning the plant
immediately doused the fire,
though the cause and source
of the accident were not
immediately known. 

IN BRIEF

9 held for stealing liquor
from distillery in A.P.
CHITTOOR 

The Chittoor police on
Thursday nabbed nine youth
in connection with the theft
of 110 liquor cases of various
brands from a local distillery
here over one month during
the COVID-19 lockdown,
when the factory remained
closed. The management of
the distillery noticed that the
liquor cases were stolen
between March 31 and April
25. A five-member gang who
sneaked into the factory on
Thursday was nabbed by the
police. After questioning, four
more were arrested.

Karnataka hikes PG
medical and dental fees
BENGALURU

The Karnataka government
has hiked the postgraduate
medical and dental fees for
the 2020-2021 academic year
at a time when colleges and
schools have been instructed
not to increase tuition fees.
According to an order issued
by the Medical Education
Department, PG medical and
dental fees for institutional
quota has been hiked by 30%
in private medical and dental
colleges. The hike in both
medical and dental streams
will be 20% for government
quota seats in private
colleges.

Telangana, recorded a fresh
surge in COVID-19 cases as 22
new ones were detected on
Thursday. Three people died
taking the toll to 28 and 33
were discharged. All fresh
cases were from Greater
Hyderabad Municipal Cor-
poration (GHMC) limits.

Dakshina Kannada dis-
trict in Karnataka reported
the death of a 67-year-old
woman from Bantwal from
COVID-19 in hospital on
Thursday. This is Karnata-
ka’s 22nd virus death, and
the third fatality in the
district.

The woman from Kasba
village, who was on the ven-
tilator, had Severe Acute Res-
piratory Illness (SARI),
chronic obstructive pulmon-
ary disease and diabetes, the
o!ce of the District Surgeon
and Superintendent of the
hospital said. She was a
neighbour of the "rst victim
in Dakshina Kannada, a 50-
year-old woman who died
on April 19.

Andhra Pradesh, which
added 71 new cases of infec-
tion on Thursday, provided a
pro"le of its COVID-19 cases.
About 75% of cases showed
no symptoms associated
with the disease and only
25% were symptomatic, the
State’s Department of
Health, Medical and Family
Welfare said. The Depart-
ment revealed the details till
April 29 on Twitter.

Among asymptomatic pa-
tients, 44% were in the 20 to
39-year age group while 29%
were between 40 and 59
years old. The rest were be-
low 20 years of age and
above 60 years, who were
considered vulnerable. 

Among the symptomatic
patients, 81% were 20 to 59
years old, while 19% were 0
to 19 years old, and others
more than 60 years.

The State tally touched

1,403 cases and 34 patients
from Guntur (28), Ananta-
pur (3), East Godavari (2)
and one in Visakhapatnam
had recovered. 

Of the 71 fresh cases, 43
were in Kurnool, 10 in Krish-
na, four cases each in Gun-
tur and Kadapa, three cases
each in Anantapur and Chit-
toor and two cases each in
East Godavari and Nellore
districts. Kurnool had re-
ported 386 positive cases in
all, while Guntur and Krish-
na reported 287 and 246 cas-
es respectively. 

In Telangana, a cluster of
cases was observed as the vi-
rus spread from two people
who work in Malakpet Gunj,
Pahadishareef to three shop
owners and their family. Of
the 1,038 cases reported till
April 30, 568 were active cas-
es, 442 had been discharged
and 28 had died. From April
27 to 29, single digit cases
were reported. 

Kerala has two cases
Two persons tested positive
for COVID-19 on Thursday in
Malappuram and Kasaragod
districts in Kerala. One per-
son had returned from Mah-

arashtra, while the other ac-
quired the disease through
contact with a known or un-
known source.

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan said that 14 patients
had tested negative and had
been put on the recovered

list. Of the 497 COVID-19 cas-
es reported so far, 111 were
undergoing treatment in
hospitals. A total of 383 per-
sons had recovered.

Kannur currently had the
maximum number of CO-
VID-19 patients, at 47. Kot-
tayam had 18 patients, Iduk-
ki 14, Kollam 12, Kasaragod 9,
Kozhikode 4, Thiruvanan-
thapuram 2, Malappuram 2
and Pathanamthitta, Ernak-
ulam and Palakkad districts
one patient each. 

Mr. Vijayan said that of the
1,508 samples collected and
tested from among priority
groups in the community as
part of the sentinel survey,
897 were negative. The
Health Department had col-
lected 3,128 samples from se-
lect groups in the communi-

ty under an augmented
testing drive on April 26.
Four positive cases were
found, and 3,089 samples
are negative. 

The o!cial bulletin said
that 14 samples were being
recon"rmed and another 21
samples “rejected” by the
labs were being re-tested. 

30 cases in Karnataka 
Karnataka had 30 new cases
on Thursday, taking the total
to 565. While the condition
of 305 people was stable,
nine were in the ICU.

Of the new cases, Belagavi
reported 14 and Bengaluru
Urban 10. In Belagavi, 11
were secondary contacts
and three, primary contacts.
Two cases were detected in
Vijayapura, and one each in
Dakshina Kannada, Tumaku-
ru, Davanagere and
Kalaburagi.

The Health and Family
Welfare Department said, of
the ten cases in Bengaluru
Urban, nine were from Pada-
rayanapura and one had sev-
ere acute respiratory illness.

(With inputs from Hyde-
rabad, Thiruvananthapu-
ram & Bengaluru Bureaus) 

Virus claims three more lives 
in Telangana, one in Karnataka 
Kerala reports two fresh cases, Andhra Pradesh adds 71 to its tally 

Special Correspondent

Vijayawada
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Homeward bound

Miles to go: (From top) Migrant workers who have undertaken a long and arduous journey sleeping on the road near Bhoraj
check post in Adilabad district of Telangana; and another group sleeping on the footpath near the Fishing Harbour in
Visakhapatnam on Thursday. * K.R. DEEPAK & S. HARPAL SINGH
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Governor Arif Mohammed
Khan has cleared the draft
Ordinance forwarded by the
government for deferring six
days’ salary of government
employees and teachers for
"ve months, in the wake of
the crisis triggered by
COVID-19.

The Ordinance was issued
after the High Court stayed
the government’s salary de-

ferment decision for two
months on the premise that
it lacked legal sanction. The
Ordinance gives the govern-
ment legal sanction to de-
duct the salary.

Finance Minister T.M.
Thomas Isaac said here on
Thursday that the impedi-
ment to deducting the salary
had now been cleared and
the disbursal will commence
on May 4. The government
was not on a collision course

with the employees and
teachers, but was forced to
take the decision in the wake
of the grave crisis.

The deferred salary would
be retained in a separate ac-
count and used only for vi-
rus containment e#orts and
not routed to the Chief Mi-
nister’s Distress Relief Fund,
he said.

Delimitation
Another Ordinance to

amend the Kerala Panchaya-
ti Raj Act and the Kerala
Municipalities Act seeks to
relinquish the delimitation
of wards before the local bo-
dy elections in October. 

Earlier, the government
had amended the Acts to add
one more ward each to the
rural and urban local bodies.
The Ordinance will empow-
er the government to con-
duct elections on the basis of
the existing wards.

Ordinance on salary gets Governor’s nod
HC had stayed decision to defer 6 days’ salary of Kerala govt. employees

Special Correspondent

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

The Karnataka Cabinet on
Thursday decided to grant
permission to industries
across the State, except
those in COVID-19 contain-
ment zones, to resume pro-
duction from May 4. The
Centre’s scheduled lock-
down ends on Sunday.

This means industrial ac-
tivities are expected to res-
ume in industrial estates, in-
dustrial parks and SEZs in
Bengaluru and other major
cities from Monday. Only in-
dustries that are located in
containment zones in urban
areas are not allowed to
function from Monday. 

Public transport, howev-
er, will continue to stay o#
the road for the time being.

Chief Minister B.S. Yediy-
urappa cautioned that the
COVID-19 crisis may last
another two to three
months. “But we feel that

the cases are reducing and
coming under control in the
State. In Bengaluru, not ma-
ny cases have been reported
in the last three to four days.
If this continues, it will help
us to open industries in and
around Bengaluru,” he told
presspersons after chairing
a Cabinet meeting.

A couple of days ago, the
government permitted in-
dustries in rural areas of 14
districts to start production.
Thursday’s Cabinet meeting
permitted all types of indus-
tries in rural and urban
areas, except those in con-
tainment zones, to begin
production from Monday. 

Industries outside containment
zones to open in Karnataka 
Public transport will continue to remain o! the road

Workers undergoing medical test before they leave for their
home town, in Bengaluru on Thursday. * BHAGYA PRAKASH K

Special Correspondent

Bengaluru

Amidst putting pressure on
the Centre for operating spe-
cial non-stop trains to facili-
tate the return of 3.6 lakh-
odd migrant labourers held
up in the State following the
lockdown, the government is
busy chalking out plans to
bring back Keralites strand-
ed in various States by road. 

The Transport Depart-
ment had taken the lead in
the consultations with the
Home Ministry issuing
norms for inter-State move-
ment to allow the stranded
to return home by road.

The transportation of 3.6

lakh migrant labourers using
the KSRTC $eet to West Ben-
gal, Odisha, Bihar, Uttar Pra-
desh, Assam and other
States is not feasible in the
present condition, o!cial
sources told The Hindu. 

Only non-AC buses can be
used and only 22 can travel
in a 50-seater bus as only
one commuter can be ac-
commodated in two seats.
Moreover, per km running
cost will come to %25, exclud-
ing salary. Each will have to
shelve out over %4,000 mini-
mum as the bus fare. 

The other hurdles are the
four days’ journey, COVID-19
hotspots, medical care, new

terrain for drivers, scattered
migrant population and bus-
es returning empty after
dropping the commuters.

Taking these factors into
account, the sources said
special trains were the best
option for the migrant la-

bourers. However, Railway
sources said no decision had
been taken on the request of
the State. Rajasthan, Jhark-
hand, Odisha, Uttar Pradesh,
Punjab, and Maharashtra
have also demanded special
trains.

Adequate physical dis-
tancing norms will have to
be followed in trains and on-
ly 40 can travel in a sleeper
class coach of 72. Each non-
AC train will be able to carry
1,000 people per trip.

Transport dept. plan
In the case of bringing
stranded Keralites home, the
government is moving ahead
with the Transport Depart-
ment’s proposal to facilitate
entry only through inter-
State checkposts at Amaravi-
la, Aryankavu, Kumily, Wa-
layar, Muthanga and Manjes-
waram. Instead of using the
KSRTC $eet for bringing the
stranded, the government is
considering non-AC private
contract carriages to operate
the services. 

Plan to bring back Keralites in other States by road
Government presses for special 
trains for migrant labourers

Police asking migrant workers to maintain distance while
waiting to receive food in Ernakulam. * THULASI KAKKAT

S. Anil Radhakrishnan 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

In a temporary relief to
owners of around 35,000
motor vehicles seized for
violation of the lockdown
norms in Bengaluru, the
High Court of Karnataka on
Thursday permitted the city
police to release them after
collecting a tentative "ne.

However, the court made
it clear that the release of
the vehicles was subject to
the "nal outcome of the pro-
secution launched against
the owners under the provi-
sions of the IPC and the Dis-
aster Management Act,
2005 before the jurisdic-
tional magistrate.

While the owners of four-
wheelers will have to pay a
tentative "ne of %1,000, the
owners of two- and three-
wheelers will have to pay
%500, apart from executing
a bond as required under
Section 102(3) of the Code of
Criminal Procedure.

The police will also have
to impose a condition that
the owners will not violate
the conditions again, the
court said.

A Division Bench com-
prising Chief Justice Abhay
Shreeniwas Oka and Justice
Savanur Vishwajith Shetty
passed the interim order on
an application "led by the
State government.

The government had
sought authorisation for the
police to release the seized
vehicles by adhering to pro-
cedures of the CrPC and the
Motor Vehicles Act, instead
of following the normal pro-
cedure of the owners having
to seek permission from the
jurisdictional magistrate.

It was also pointed out in
the application that sticking
to the normal procedure
would result in crowding of
the magistrate’s court and
defeat the purpose of social
distancing. 

Bengaluru police to
release 35,000 vehicles 
Subject to prosecution outcome: HC
Special Correspondent

Bengaluru












































































The special treatment to wines and spirits in TRIPS Agreement appears to be developed country centric. 
Developing countries, including India, seek the same higher level of  protection for all GIs as was given under 
TRIPS for wines and spirits. 
The battle for GI tag between states. 
False use of  geographical indications by unauthorized parties is detrimental to consumers and legitimate 
producers. 
Cheap Power loom saris are sold as reputed Banarsi handloom saris, harming both the producers and 
consumers. 
Such unfair business practices result in loss of  revenue for the genuine right-holders of  the GI and also 
misleads consumers. 
Protection of  GI has, over the years, emerged as one of  the most contentious IPR issues. 
  
 
Way Forward: 
 
The benefits of  GI tag is realised only when these products are effectively marketed and protected against 
illegal copying. 
Effective marketing and protection requires quality assurance, brand creation, post-sale consumer feedback 
and support, prosecuting unauthorised copiers, etc. 
For internationally recognised products like Darjeeling tea, international protection is of  crucial importanc 
Legal protection to GIs also extends to protection of  traditional knowledge and traditional cultural expression 
contained in the products. 
Hence Intellectual Property is a power tool for economic development and wealth creation particularly in the 
developing world. 
GIs have the potential to be our growth engine. Policy-makers must pay a heed to this and give Indian GI 
products their true reward.
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EDITORIAL

Finally, going home
Merely allowing migrants to
go home is not enough
(“Home Ministry clears
inter-State movement of
stranded people”, April
30). The State governments
in coordination with the
Union government must
make proper arrangements
for sending home the
migrants, keeping in mind
the practice of physical
distancing. Recently, the
U.P. government brought
home more than 2,200
workers from Haryana in 82
buses. The government
must avoid packing people
into vehicles. 
Jitendra Nath Nandi,

Kolkata 

This announcement should
have been made earlier, but

better late than never.
India’s migrants have had to
face many hardships. Some
even died on their way
home. It was heart-rending
to see how badly the
government had planned
the lockdown and how
cruelly the police treated
the migrants. At least now
we must ensure that the
migrants are treated in a
humane manner. 
V. Padmanabhan,

Bengaluru

Classroom learning
There are many areas
which still lack continuous
Internet connectivity. As
the author says, this denies
many students the
opportunity to access
online classes (“Limitations
of online learning”, April

30). Further, some subjects
demand face-to-face
interactions. In Technical
Education, for instance, a
majority of the subjects
involve practical training
experience. Also, in a class
of 60 students, if 10% of
them are above average and
10% below average, the
outstanding students who
constantly exhibit a thirst
for knowledge will
somehow study. But
teachers really need to
invest time in helping the
below average students,
which is not possible via
online classes.
Roy M. Thomas,

Kochi

A poorer !lm world 
Bollywood has been struck
a twin blow with the loss of

Irrfan Khan and Rishi
Kapoor. Both actors
enriched the !lm industry
with their talent, screen
presence and charisma.
While Khan was a
Bollywood star who was
also loved by Hollywood,
and was known for his
understated, yet impactful,
performances, Rishi
Kapoor was the evergreen
heartthrob, the
quintessential hero of
Bollywood. Though very
di"erent in their craft, they
both touched the hearts of
millions across the world. 
N.J. Ravi Chander,

Bengaluru

Among Rishi Kapoor’s
!lms, Bobby, Amar Akbar
Anthony, and Chandni are
my favourite. Though all of

modulation. He had scaled
great heights in his career,
but Irrfan never seemed to
throw his weight around.
Tributes show how much
respect the !lm fraternity
had for him. These are big
losses for Indian cinema. 
M. Somasekhar Prasad, 

Hyderabad 

Raj Kapoor’s sons were
talented, Rishi made a
special mark not only with
hard work but also his
histrionics. His forthright
views won him both
bouquets and brickbats.
Irrfan Khan seemed to
know only one word:
surrender. He could
surrender to any role with
ease and aplomb. He
mesmerised us with his
eyes and dialogue
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Prathiba M. Singh

E
very April 26, we celebrate
World Intellectual Property
Day. This year, it was not a

day for celebration, but one for re-
#ection and dedication. It provid-
ed us an opportunity to re#ect
upon the role of intellectual pro-
perty (IP) in the ongoing health
crisis and dedicate IP to !nding a
solution.

A long road ahead
The purpose of creating and re-
cognising patent rights is for the
common public good, i.e., innova-
tion should be made public in ex-
change for a limited monopoly.
Thus, patents need to be disclosed
to the public in order to enable
further research. Should pandem-
ics such as COVID-19 be an excep-
tion to this?

For human life to become nor-
mal again, vaccines or medicines
are the only permanent solutions.
However, even by conservative es-
timates, it will take at least 6-10
months for any vaccine/drug to be
available. Even when approval for
marketing of a vaccine/drug is
granted, it will be impossible for it
to be made instantly available
across the world. This is because
even after approval for commer-
cial production is granted, say, in

one country, in order for the pro-
duct to be available to the rest of
the world, approvals will be re-
quired in each and every country.
Then countries will have to gear
up for instant manufacturing and
marketing of the drug. For this to
happen, continuous dialogue has
to take place among innovators,
manufacturers and supply chains.
This requires massive e"orts by
private players, governments and
international organisations.

With the outbreak of COVID-19,
there are several innovations. All
these innovations may be the sub-
ject matter of patent applications
around the world. It will be a few
years before patents are even
granted. However, friction already
exists among various stakehol-
ders. For instance, one country
made attempts to obtain exclusive
rights to a vaccine being deve-
loped. On the other hand, there
are also collaborations taking
place. However, the spirit of col-
laborative solutions is only on the
anvil. The question that arises is
whether the exclusivity that is re-
cognised by patent rights will be
detrimental to society. Will pa-
tents create roadblocks or is there
a solution?

Pandemics need disruptive so-
lutions. Governments and interna-
tional organisations need to arrive
at a consensus in advance to en-
sure that the system is ready. Pro-
crastination would be disastrous.
Creating hindrances through ex-
clusivity claims, in the wake of a
pandemic, will result in dividing

countries, corporations and inter-
national organisations. This will
not bene!t patients and the world
as a whole. If patent owners create
impediments on the strength of
patent rights, the world will start
despising patents and that is not a
situation IP owners ought to be in.
Under the TRIPS (Trade-Related
Aspects of Intellectual Property
Rights) regime, there are several
tools such as compulsory licensing
that are available to ensure access
to medicines. However, beyond
the laws, society needs to respect
innovation. To protect the sanctity
and integrity of patent systems,
and in order to ensure that an anti-
IP sentiment is not generated glo-
bally, answers need to be found
within the existing regime. In ex-
ceptional circumstances such as
these, there is a likelihood that so-
cieties may resort to extreme steps
to protect themselves. Before such
ideas are #oated, solutions should
be created.

Creating a patent pool
One method by which aggregation
and dissemination of innovative
products can be ensured is by

creating a patent pool. Patent
pools are usually e"ective in ag-
gregating, administering and li-
censing patents related to speci!c
areas of technology. Such pools
are usually managed by a central
agency and the patents which be-
come part of the pool are readily
made available for licensing. Some
pools even publish the royalty
rates payable for such licences.
Anyone who wishes to obtain a li-
cence will be able to approach the
pool, agree to the terms, and begin
to manufacture and sell the pro-
ducts. Such pools are prevalent in,
for instance, standard essential pa-
tents related to telecom and digital
innovations.

At the moment, individual ef-
forts are being made by research
organisations to create their own
pools. A more fruitful endeavour
would be to create a global pool of
COVID-19-related innovations, or
innovations related to rare pan-
demics, in respect of vaccines and
medicines. This could be managed
by a trustworthy international or-
ganisation. All countries ought to
have the right to implement these
innovations without further per-
mission from the patent-holders
and without resorting to provi-
sions such as compulsory licens-
ing, state acquisition, etc. Even if
royalties are at a minimal level, the
revenues would still be in billions
of dollars owing to the large
swathes of the population a"ected
by the pandemic, who will need to
be administered these products.

Creation of a pool and imme-

diate licensing will ensure that
there are hundreds of manufactur-
ers across the world. As a result,
vaccines and medicines will be
quickly available. Some part of the
royalties could then be disbursed
to patent owners on a periodic ba-
sis and some part could be re-
tained to fund further research to
deal with such pandemics in fu-
ture. 

Such a pool needs the coopera-
tion of not just countries and inter-
national organisations but also the
hundreds of researchers, innova-
tors, companies and universities
involved. Concerns relating to pa-
tents and pro!ts to be earned the-
refrom should be put aside. The
world has to come out of this crisis
quickly and patents ought to accel-
erate rather than impede the path.
Combating the crisis and earning
collectively is the need of the hour.

Pooling of patent resources is al-
so in line with the Doha Declara-
tion on Public Health which is a
part of the TRIPS agreement. This
declaration recognises the need
for taking measures to ‘protect pu-
blic health’ and ‘promote access to
medicines’.

Public-private partnerships
(PPP) need to be scaled up. Crea-
tion of the ‘PPP-pandemic patent
pool’ at a global level, to pool all
innovations, is the way forward.
Let us not wait any longer.

Justice Prathiba M. Singh is Judge of the

Delhi High Court and was a member of the

IP think tank that drafted India’s

Intellectual Property Rights policy

Needed: a pandemic patent pool 
This will give all countries the right to implement innovations without further permission from patent-holders 
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I
n Sophocles’ powerful play, An-
tigone, the daughter of Oedipus
de!es the edict of King Creon of

Thebes that her brother’s corpse
should be left on the road for birds
and vultures to feast on. When
Creon charges her with disobe-
dience of the law — “And thou
didst indeed dare to transgress
that law?” — Antigone replies:
“Yes; for it was not Zeus that had
published me that edict: not such
are the laws set among me by the
Justice who dwells with the gods
below; nor deemed I that the de-
crees were of such force, that a
mortal could override the unwrit-
ten and unfailing statutes of hea-
ven.” Antigone articulates the fun-
damentals of a just law. Law is not
the source of its own moral auth-
ority and legitimacy.

A setback to democracy
Centuries later, M.K. Gandhi reit-
erated that a law is binding only if
it satis!es the unwritten codes of
public ethics. He spoke in the con-
text of colonial rule. Surely demo-
cratic regimes ought to respect the
right of citizens to dissent. In to-
day’s India, however, holders of
state power refuse to tolerate
ideas, re#ection, debate, and dis-
cussion. Two years ago, the go-
vernment arrested eminent mem-
bers of civil society on charges that
were clearly produced by conspi-
ratorial imaginations. On April 14,
two of India’s well-known scho-
lars/activists, Anand Teltumbde
and Gautam Navlakha, surren-

dered before the National Investi-
gation Agency. In early April, an
FIR was !led by the Uttar Pradesh
government against the editor of
the news website, The Wire, Sidd-
harth Varadarajan. The charges in
these cases are #imsy. It is obvious
that intellectuals are being penal-
ised for taking on the government.

The arrests are a depressing
commentary on the nature of the
present government. Sophisticat-
ed societies respect intellectuals
because they subject the present
to historically informed investiga-
tion, interpretation, critique and
prescription. This is integral to the
idea of democratic politics as self-
critique. Politics establishes rules
that govern multiple transactions
of society. It cannot be its own de-
fendant, judge and jury. If politics
is, as Aristotle put it, the master
science (science for Greeks is
knowledge), it has to accept re#ec-
tive and critical activity. Politics is
too important to be left to politi-
cians alone.

While authoritarian societies
breed court historians, mature de-
mocracies appreciate critical scho-
larship. But today intellectualism
is dismissed contemptuously as el-
itist. Not only does this attitude
foster a culture of mediocrity, in-
tellectuals who hold a mirror to
the state are hounded and arrest-
ed. This is a setback to democracy,
because it forecloses engagement
with structures of power. Without
its public intellectuals, democracy
slides into authoritarianism.

The Dreyfus a!air
The !rst public intellectual was, of
course, Socrates. The modern no-
tion of the public intellectual is,
however, fairly recent. It took
shape in the tumultuous days of
what has come to be known as the
‘Dreyfus a"air’ in France in 1894.

Alfred Dreyfus, a Jewish army of-
!cer, had allegedly handed over
important government docu-
ments to the Germans. He was
convicted of treason amidst a roar
of revolting anti-Semitism. When
Dreyfus was stripped of his me-
dals, the crowd shouted ‘Death to
the Jew’. The atmosphere was
charged, mob mentality ruled,
and sane voices were drowned in
the din. Scholars, artists, and no-
velists could hardly keep away.
They had to summon their know-
ledge to re#ect on citizens’ rights,
the irrational behaviour of crowds,
the ugly slogans that stereotyped
an entire community, and the un-
holy glee with which crowds
watched the humiliation of an ar-
my o$cer. The incident propelled
Paris-based intellectuals into the
mainstream of French politics.
This was the time when scholars
came out from their ivory towers
and took sides, despite massive
crowd hysteria that broke bounds
of civility.

Dreyfus was later exonerated,
but the a"air split the French intel-
ligentsia wide open. Emile Zola
wrote an open letter, J’Accuse, in
support of the beleaguered army
o$cer. Zola attacked injustice,
prejudice and intolerance. He re-
served for the intellectual the
function that Socrates had re-
served for the philosopher: stand

by the universal in the quest for
truth and in the !ght against injus-
tice. Julien Benda, a noted Jewish
intellectual, argued that the duty
of the intellectual is to defend un-
iversal values over and above the
politics of the moment.

But other scholars propagated
anti-Semitism. In 1942, the philo-
sopher Hannah Arendt wrote an
account of the anti-Semitism di-
rected at Dreyfus by right-wing in-
tellectuals in France. Intellectuals
who upheld Republicanism and
basic rights were too weak to con-
front the power of the mob. Mobs
are !ckle, their rhetoric is blood-
curdling, they hate debate, detest
institutions, and hero-worship
leaders. When intellectuals follow
the mob or, worse, the leader, they
pave the way for fascism, the des-
truction of institutions, the emer-
gence of the hero, and pogroms of
the minority. When intellectuals
fail to live up to codes of public
ethics, they uphold injustice.
Their commitment to truth, rea-
son and justice lapses; they be-
come partners in injustice.

Moral conscience of society
The Dreyfus a"air legitimised the
idea that a public intellectual has
to denounce injustice despite the
power of the mob. Since then it
has been held that intellectuals are
not de!ned by what they are —
professors, writers, artists or jour-
nalists — but by what they do. In-
tellectuals have to be competent in
their own !eld, otherwise they will
not be taken seriously by anyone.
But there is more to being an intel-
lectual. Scholars have to be public
intellectuals. They have to cast
their scholarly gaze on issues that
cause explosions, sift out the de-
tails, analyse, evaluate, and take a
position. An intellectual has to be
involved in public a"airs.

Public intellectuals are the mo-
ral conscience of society, simply
because they think. To think is to
question, to call for freedom, and
to invoke the right to disobey. Our
intellectuals have to be re#ective,
philosophical beings, philosophi-
cal in the sense that they think
about issues, addresses contem-
porary social problems and see
them as the legacies of previously
unresolved issues of social
injustice.

It is precisely the unresolved is-
sue of social injustice that has
been taken up by Mr. Teltumbde,
Mr. Navlakha and Mr. Varadarajan
repeatedly and insistently. All
three of them have battled the re-
production of injustice in their
own ways. Mr. Teltumbde is a !ne
chronicler of the injustice that has
been heaped on the Dalit com-
munity. Mr. Navlakha has !ercely
castigated violations of civil liber-
ties. And Mr. Varadarajan has ex-
posed the horri!c crimes commit-
ted by the merchants of hate.
None of them has advocated vio-
lence, none of them has asked the
Indian people to revolt against the
elected regime. All they ask for is
that the provisions of the Constitu-
tion be honoured by our leaders.
Leaders wield the scalpel, they
ought to be the healers. Their
touch should nurse the wounds in
the body politic. Public intellec-
tuals are the conscience of our
country. They should be respected
because they speak out against in-
justice wherever it occurs, not be
subjected to punitive action. Pu-
blic intellectuals are of value be-
cause they bring the sane, cool
voice of reasoned re#ection to
bear on contentious and stormy
public issues. 

Neera Chandhoke is a former professor of

Political Science at Delhi University

The making of the modern public intellectual
Public intellectuals should be respected because they speak out against injustice wherever it occurs

Neera Chandhoke 
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H
illary Clinton, the 2016 Democratic presidential
nominee and former Secretary of State, has en-
dorsed the presumptive Democratic nominee

for the 2020 election, former Vice-President Joe Biden.
With her endorsement Mr. Biden now enjoys unequivo-
cal support across the spectrum of Democratic Party
heavyweights, including former President Barack Oba-
ma, Massachusetts Senator Elizabeth Warren, and Ver-
mont Senator Bernie Sanders. The support of Mr. San-
ders is especially critical to the Biden campaign. Young
voters, voters of colour and a variety of other cohorts
within the larger body of U.S. progressives through this
year’s campaign were, and possibly still are, vocal sup-
porters of Mr. Sanders and his “democratic socialist”
policy agenda for the middle class. These groups also
backed Mr. Sanders in 2016, when he spoke of reining
in the excesses of Wall Street, cancelling student debt,
Medicare for all, expanding social security and a green
new deal emphasising renewable and clean energy ov-
er traditional reliance on fossil fuels. While the then no-
minee, Ms. Clinton, went on to win over 65 million
votes in the presidential election, her nomination cam-
paign was hobbled by a long season of bickering with
Mr. Sanders. In that regard Mr. Biden has already sur-
passed Ms. Clinton in securing the support of the most
important voices in the Democratic pantheon.

As the nomination race draws to a close at the Demo-
cratic National Convention in August, his ground game
must now move up a gear to take on incumbent U.S.
President Donald Trump, with a special focus on ma-
naging the COVID-19 pandemic. On the one hand Mr. Bi-
den’s most obvious line of attack will be to highlight a
series of bungles that Mr. Trump has made in his han-
dling of the crisis, from not heeding intelligence calls to
take decisive action early enough when there were
warning signs coming out of China, to playing politics
with states desperately in need of medical equipment,
and to making bizarre and reckless comments on un-
tested “solutions”. Yet, just like Ms. Clinton in 2016, Mr.
Biden cannot win without paying heed to undecided
and independent voters, especially in the swing states.
If the 2016 election held any lessons for Democrats, it is
to not underestimate the importance of economic is-
sues, especially job losses. Indeed, in the context of the
COVID-19 crisis, there have been numerous rallies
across the U.S. where protesters have not only lashed
out at Democrats for what they described as deliberate
exaggeration and politicisation of the pandemic and its
e"ects, but also appear to genuinely question the lock-
downs that impact commercial activity. To win in No-
vember, Mr. Biden will have to balance his policies pro-
moting mainstream values of his party with bipartisan
outreach that brings a large swathe of the working pop-
ulation of middle America under the Democratic tent.

Biden’s bid
Biden has the support of most Democrats, but

he must reach out to other sections too

R
eligious freedom is of paramount importance,
not because it is about religion, but because it is
about freedom. The characterisation by the U.S.

Commission on International Religious Freedom (US-
CIRF) of India as a country of particular concern, in its
annual report, is not entirely surprising, considering its
dim and known views about sectarian violence and ag-
gravating governmental measures over the last year.
The Indian government not only repudiated the report
but also ridiculed the USCIRF. The autonomous, bipar-
tisan commission’s in#uence over any U.S. executive ac-
tion is limited and occasional but its presumption of
global authority appears amusingly expansive. Wheth-
er or not the U.S. government acts on its recommenda-
tion to impose targeted sanctions on Indian govern-
ment agencies and o$cials depends on American
strategic interests. The U.S. has used arguments of free-
dom, democracy, tolerance, and transparency as tools
in its strategic pursuits, but there is no proof of any un-
iform or predictable pattern of enforcement of such
moral attributes. The process can be selective and often
arbitrary in spotlighting countries. Mirroring this pat-
tern, India selectively approaches global opinions on it-
self, embracing and celebrating laudatory ones and re-
jecting inconvenient ones. The frantic, and relatively
successful, e"orts to raise its Ease of Doing Business
ranking by the World Bank is a case in point. Many of
these reports have a circulatory life — the USCIRF re-
port quotes UN Special Rapporteurs to buttress its
point on the discriminatory outcome of the National
Register of Citizens in Assam. Overall, such reports con-
tribute to the construction of an image of a country, and
the Indian government is cognisant of this pattern. In
March, the Indian government told Niti Aayog to track
32 global indices and engage with the bodies that mea-
sure them, to advance reform and growth.

India advertises itself as a multi-religious democracy
and as an adherent to global norms of rule of law. It also
aspires to be on the table of global rule making. For a
country with such stated ambitions, its record on reli-
gious freedom as re#ected through events of the last
one year is deeply disconcerting. The catalogue of reli-
gious violence, incitement and wrecking of the rule of
law in several parts of the country remains an unset-
tling fact. The partisan nature of the ruling dispensation
is also di$cult to wish away. Reputation is important
for a country’s economic development and global
standing but beyond that instrumental perspective,
rule of law and communal harmony are essential for
any functioning democracy. 

Religion and freedom 
India must protect its freedoms, and come

down heavily on religious violence 
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OPED

(From an editorial)

Thanks to the deliberate su!ocation of indi-
genous Indian industries in the past and the
pursuit of a policy of indi!erence and hesita-
tion in the opportune days of the war, India,
unable as yet to regain her economic and in-
dustrial freedom, presents a pathetic sight.
The report of the Trade Commissioner, be-
sides giving the cause and extent of the ex-
pansion of Japanese trade in the country, is
also interesting as revealing a psychology of
anxious alarm at Japan’s commercial inva-
sion of the Eastern markets of European
traders. The report says that the most remar-
kable and signi"cant feature of India’s im-
port trade during the war was the prodi-
gious expansions in imports from Japan, the
total value in 1918-19 amounting to almost
eight times that of 1914-15. Such notable ad-
vances in Japan’s trade with India the report
attributes more to the shutting-o! of normal
supplies than to any better quality or more
economical production of Japanese goods.
On the other hand, the report speaks of the
unenviable reputation of Japanese goods
and traders, the despatch of articles below
samples, late shipments, bad packing and
unbusiness-like habits in general. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO MAY 1, 1920

Japanese trade in India.

josh (enthusiasm) to report
on what could be a lifetime
opportunity, can also care-
lessly drop safeguards
while entering risk-prone
zones. When something
out-of-the-normal breaks
out, it often is a "rst-time
experience for the repor-
ter. So it was for me in 1994
when cholera and plague
hit the national capital. 

The 1994 epidemic
One was not armed with as
much information and re-
sources those days. I recall
one morning when the “In-
fectious Diseases Hospital”
was diligently marked
against my name by the
chief reporter in the assign-
ment register. “Cholera
cases are coming in. Find
out the reason and talk to
patients if possible, was his
brief.” The next moment,
the photographer and I
were in a cab on our way to
Kingsway Camp. I rattled
my brain for my knowledge
about cholera and found it

Journalists out there on the
"eld run the risk of expos-
ing themselves to the high-
ly contagious virus, much
like our other foot soldiers:
sanitation workers, police
personnel and all those in
the healthcare sector, ren-
dering sel#ess service to
combat the COVID-19
pandemic.

Of course, we under-
stand anything can hap-
pen, whether we are cover-
ing a war, riot or an
epidemic. It is perhaps not
always easy to follow every
instruction to stay safe es-
pecially when in the line of
duty. Print journalists can
manage to get stories over
the phone but our photog-
raphers, TV reporters and
camerapersons do not
have that luxury. This takes
me back to my health re-
porting days for the paper
during the 1990s. It makes
me realise that city repor-
ters, who are always full of

limited to what I had read
in biology textbooks in
school perhaps. There
were no mobile phones in
1994 to call up doctor
friends to understand the
disease better, nor was
there the Internet to do
quick online research en
route to the assignment.
The best way to get the real
story was to be on the spot.

I don’t want to delve into
the details about the condi-
tion of the hospital wards
and the residential areas
that we visited thereafter.
But yes, I could meet the
treating doctors who ex-
plained how cholera in-
fects, its symptoms and
spread. The patients and
their attendants cried out
loud about contaminated
water supply in their habi-
tation. That evening, when
I returned home, my father
made me wash and leave
my shoes outside and ad-
vised me to give myself and
my clothes a dettol wash.

That became a habit

each time I visited hospi-
tals. Those infected with
plague in Delhi were most-
ly quarantined in hospitals
such as the Guru Tegh Ba-
hadur (GTB), Kasturba,
LNJP and Bara Hindu Rao.
The regular health repor-
ters were allowed to see the
facilities, with due adviso-
ries to wash our hands with
soap thoroughly. 

As an utmost precaution
we also covered our faces
with handkerchiefs or du-
pattas. Those regular visits
felt eerie at times. But the
fear of contracting the dis-
ease was somehow not
there. Surely, that is how it
continues to be with our
mediapersons. 

I used to regularly bump
into a security guard at one
of the hospital gates. Each
time I #ashed my card, he
would wryly say: “Don’t
impress me with your
‘press’ ID. If you are not
scared of the epidemic,
who am I to stop you!”
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Take care of yourself too, fellow journalists

It may not be possible to follow all safety precautions while in the line of duty

Soma Basu

The COVID-19 pandemic has posed
unprecedented challenges to govern-
ments, health professionals and the
general public at large, around the
world. Every response, administra-
tive, social, economic or medical is
being subjected to intense public
scrutiny, as it rightly should be in the
spirit of mature democracy. 

Scienti"c research in medicine is
the only means to overcome novel
and complex diseases such as CO-
VID-19 and that too thrives on the
same spirit of debate and criticism.
The di!erence, however, is that the
standards of evidence required, to
generate consensus and arrive at the
most optimal protocols, are far more
rigorous and time-taking than in
most other walks of life. 

So is the case with the convales-
cent plasma therapy, that is being
currently studied by the Indian
Council of Medical Research,
through open label, randomised con-
trolled trial to evaluate it for both sa-
fety and e$cacy. Already, four pa-
tients have been enrolled in
Ahmedabad and the study will be
rolled out in 20 hospitals by the end
of this week and at more centres over
the next month. 

The therapy involves infusing pa-
tients su!ering from COVID-19 with
plasma from recovered patients. In
theory, the antibodies of the reco-
vered person may help that patient’s
immune system "ght the virus. While
showing great promise, it is a line of
treatment that is yet to be validated
for e$cacy and safety and cannot be
deployed widely without caution.
The current evidence to conclude
anything about the true bene"ts of
this therapy is very thin.

Need for more research
The most important principle in
medical ethics is “do no harm”. The
transfusion of convalescent plasma is
also not without risks, which range
from mild reactions like fever, itch-
ing, to life-threatening allergic reac-
tions and lung injury. To recommend
a therapy without studying it tho-
roughly with robust scienti"c meth-
ods may cause more harm than good.

Till date, there have been only
three published case series for con-

valescent plasma in COVID-19 with a
cumulative of 19 patients. Given the
very small number of patients in-
volved in these studies and a publica-
tion bias in medicine, we cannot con-
clude the therapy will work on all
patients all the time or even believe
that the convalescent plasma was the
only reason for their improvement.

To say with certainty whether a
drug is truly e!ective or not, the gold
standard in medicine is to conduct a
randomised controlled trial, where
half the patients get the experimental
drug and the other half do not. Only
if patients in the "rst half show sub-
stantial improvement over those in
the second half, it indicates the drug
is bene"cial. 

Further, convalescent plasma the-
rapy requires intensive resources,
healthy COVID-19 survivors to do-
nate, a blood bank with proper ma-
chinery and trained personnel to re-
move plasma, equipment to store it
and testing facilities to make sure it
has an adequate amount of antibo-
dies. Too much focus on one ap-
proach can take away the focus from
other important therapeutic modali-
ties like use of oxygen therapy, antivi-
rals, and antibiotics for complicated
hospital courses. To overcome the
pandemic comprehensively, we
should focus on strengthening health
systems at all levels, including refer-
ral systems, supply chain, logistics
and inventory management. We
need to work on protecting our
healthcare workers, improving pre-
vention methods, promoting cough
etiquettes, e!ective quarantining
and accurate testing. 

Even these times of collective un-
certainty are no reason to lower
scienti"c temper. While it is good to
be hopeful, the fact remains there are
no real silver bullets in medicine and
health outcomes are a result of not
just a few pills or therapies but a com-
plex set of factors. Science should be
driven by reason and evidence with
hope as a catalyst but not by either
fear or populism. Pushing one or the
other therapy without evidence or
caution can only set back our larger
"ght against COVID-19. 

Dr. Balram Bhargava is Director General,

Indian Council for Medical Research

Plasma therapy is no silver bullet 
To recommend it without undertaking a robust
scienti!c study may cause more harm than good
Balram Bhargava

The murder of a wealthy landlord in Proddu-
vaka village in Krishna district on the night
of Sunday (April 26) has brought to focus the
growing Naxalite activity in the coastal And-
hra districts since three months. In the Sri-
kakulam agency area the last murder took
place in the third week of January. Since
then Naxalite groups have killed landlords in
villages in Anantapur, Warangal, Nellore and
Guntur districts. The Naxalite activity has
slackened in the Srikakulam agency area.
The pattern of attacks showed that the Naxa-
lite groups who once operated in the Srikak-
ulam agency areas have now spread out into
the coastal Andhra areas following intense
police activity in the agency areas. One theo-
ry is that the Naxalites wanted to show o! to
the country that the entire Andhra Pradesh
is under their sway but the second and more
plausible theory is that bv striking here and
there throughout coastal Andhra the Naxa-
lites want to divert the strong Police force in
an e!ort to weaken police concentrations In-
selected pockets in the State. Though a num-
ber of people have been interrogated in con-
nection with the latest murder in
Prodduvaka village, the police have not
made any arrests so far. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO MAY 1, 1970

Naxalites spread out to elude Police
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In the last few weeks, France and
Australia have taken signi!cant
steps to make news aggregators
such as Google pay for re-use of
news. The bene!ciaries will be news
publishers, who for years have been
struggling to make a digital transi-
tion. While the competition regula-
tor in France has e"ectively pushed
Google into negotiating a remuner-
ation deal with publishers, Austra-
lia has proposed to make platforms
pay for use of news. In a discussion
moderated by Sriram Srinivasan,
Rasmus Kleis Nielsen, Director, Reu-
ters Institute for the Study of Jour-
nalism, and Parminder Jeet Singh,
Executive Director, IT for Change,
discuss whether governments
should intervene in correcting lop-
sided platform-publisher
relationships.

What do you make of these
developments?

Rasmus Kleis Nielsen (RKN): It is
a clear political recognition of how
di$cult many publishers "nd it to
build a sustainable business in the
digital space. It is also a political re-
cognition in some quarters, that
while independent professional
journalism is often inconvenient for
people in power, it is fundamentally
also a public good. And if the mar-
ket on its own does not provide this
public good [at] the level that we
want in a society, then there is room
for political intervention. 

In the developments we see in
Australia and France, there is focus
on a very particular type of res-
ponse, which is to force one part of
the private sector to transfer money
to another part of the private sector.
This is quite an unusual approach.

Parminder Jeet Singh (PJS): To
the question that the government
needs to step in, in managing the re-
lationship between platforms and
media, I would say yes. But I would
also warn against doing it in a ‘plug-
the-leak-here and patch-a-tear-in-
the-fabric there’ kind of approach.
It won’t work. 

And you have seen it since at least
2014, governments trying to make
platforms pay for news snippets and
the di$culties in doing that. So, we

need to place this problem in the
larger problem of the relationship of
digital platforms in all sectors, with
those small actors who are depen-
dent on the platform. In that sense,
this problem is not very di!erent
from the problem that small traders
have with Amazon platform.

But some commentators point
out that it is an important step
because it is about shoring up
an essential industry. 

PJS: Yes, the media is a very di!e-
rent kind of essential industry. What
I am saying is that unless we under-
stand the nature of digital power —
what is that platforms have power
because of, and go and address
those issues — we will not succeed. I
completely agree that measures are
needed to protect the media sector
now. And therefore, even patch-
work attempts are good. 

Is there an agreement that the
platforms have
disproportionate clout when
dealing with publishers, and
this skewed relationship needs
to be addressed somehow, if
not in this manner?

RKN: It is clear that the largest plat-
form companies are extremely po-
werful, and that their power ex-
tends to all the di!erent "elds that
they’re active in. It is important for
us to recognise at the same time that
this power is a problem, because
unaccountable power is always pro-
blematic. But I think it is also worth
recognising that the root of this
power is relations. It is the choices
made by billions of end users and
millions of third parties who em-
brace large platforms because they
feel that they bene"t from working
with them, even as they also rightly
have reservations about the power
of these companies. 

The challenge from a public poli-
cy point of view is how can you "rst
ensure a competitive and transpa-
rent digital economy where you pre-
vent the abuse of dominant posi-
tions, without punishing success or
simply protecting incumbent indus-
tries who will always scream ‘blue
murder’ when new entrants disrupt

their old and pro"table businesses. 

PJS: There are a lot of tough deci-
sions to be taken at the top of the
political economy system, of who
owns the data, whether platforms
are essential utilities, whether they
should be regulated as utilities, and
so on. Also, there is a geopolitical
angle. No country can on its own do
it because then it becomes a race to
the bottom, and the Facebooks and
the Googles of this world will always
say that we are moving out and the
next country is ready to take us. 

I want to bring you both in on
gauging what is happening in
France and Australia from the
lens of what role the
government is playing.

RKN: The particular model that’s
being considered in Australia and
France, I would be very interested
to see more details on how exactly it
is proposed to work. It is not a mo-
del we use to fund public services in
general. We don’t fund public edu-
cation by taxing a few big compa-
nies solely for that purpose. We
don’t fund the public health system
by taxing a few large companies
solely for that purpose. The normal
approach is general taxation and
then political positions about where
we allocate that money. And I think
this sort of form of enforcement of
B2B relationships or hypothecated
taxes from one sector to another is
one that is quite complicated. And it
tends to be quite vulnerable to peo-
ple with clever lawyers and clever
accountants and the like to "nd loo-
pholes. And so it is not obvious to
me that it is necessarily the best way

to achieve the public interest goal of
funding independent professional
journalism. But the goal itself, I per-
sonally have a lot of sympathy for. 

PJS: I understand Rasmus saying
that there are di$culties in this mo-
del. I wouldn’t call it a tax. But what
they’re trying to do is to have a fair
sharing of value. And the problem
here is that fair sharing of value
does not take place because we
have not gone down deep enough to
recognise what is the nature of the
value that the platform brings by
controlling the channels of distribu-
tion access, and interconnection,
which is one kind of value that a
platform brings. The second kind of
value a platform brings is through
data and data-based intelligence
that it develops and how therefore it
uses that intelligence to control and
orchestrate all other actors and puts
them at a disadvantage, power-wise. 

There’s also a sense that over
the years, the primary tool that
governments used was the
copyright law. And now it
seems that the competition law
is becoming an important tool.
Do you see that direction?

PJS: Yeah, I think so. But both are
industrial-era attempts to solve a

digital-era problem. And in the digi-
tal platforms, much of the economic
interactions do not take place in the
nature of typical markets. 

India has now a committee of ex-
perts by the IT Ministry which is
talking about the value of data, in-
cluding non-personal data and how
its economic value should be distri-
buted and so on. We need to get
down to those basics. And without
that, we would not be able to solve
these problems.

RKN: There’s probably three basic
sides to this. The "rst is what we can
do with the tools that we already
have? We also need to recognise
that there are some very large com-
panies by now who have built up
their position over 10 or 20 years.
And that developing entirely new
regulatory and policy tools will take
time. So, if we want to do something
in the short term, it is primarily
about how we can use existing rules
of competition law, data protection
and privacy regulation and the like
to ensure that we have a more com-
petitive digital economy that bene-
"ts citizens and all legitimate inter-
ests. And I am very encouraged by
some of the steps being taken in the
European Union to do that. 

It is really important to recog-
nise, speaking narrowly about
news, that the general policy goal in
competition is not to protect com-
petitors, but to protect competition
and that we cannot assume, a prio-
ri, that new regulation in this space
will bene"t news publishers speci"-
cally. That is why we need to make a
political decision about whether
there is broad public support for the
idea that independent professional
journalism is in public interest and
is a public good, and needs to bene-
"t from public funding. 

There’s a geopolitical angle too.
Many of the large and dominant
technology companies are Ameri-
can. And the American government
does sometimes let slip that they’re
keenly aware of this and that they
will "ght their corner. Many of their
main competitors are from main-
land China. And it is also clear that
the regime in Beijing is not naive
about the assets that this repre-
sents. We just need to recognise that
when governments elsewhere are
thinking about intervention in this
space, it could also be because they
themselves think that national

champions are in their geopolitical
self-interest. Now, how important
that is, I think it is a political ques-
tion. I can totally understand why
the French government might like
to see a French YouTube or French
search engine. But it is not obvious
that journalism would bene"t more
from a relationship with a French
search engine or a French video-
sharing platform than from a rela-
tionship with American platforms. 

How do you see this from the
point of view of the general
Internet user? And also, do you
see that the publishers have got
onto something which they
have never had in many years?

PJS: I see hope. There will be di$-
culty in trying to do what they’re
doing right now. But there is a sense
of urgency among major countries,
and that sense of urgency will make
them stick to trying to do something
and this time around there would be
more sustained progress. There is
good traction now for things to
move forward and things will move
forward much faster now. 

RKN: We need to just confront the
fact that most politicians around the
world regard independent journal-
ism at best with benign indi!erence,
more often with rank hypocrisy,
and very often with open hostility.
And that many governments have a
very mixed record in terms of how
they deal with independent news
media. Now the fact that in two out
of 193 countries that are members of
the United Nations, there now
seems to be some move to change
this, is potentially encouraging. But
I don’t think we should consider
that a trend until we see a much
larger number of countries take
such steps. France has a long tradi-
tion of intervention within this
space. Australia is a country where
there’s a conservative government,
and a very well known conservative
media owner, who has been very ac-
tive in this space for a long time. 

The only people who care about
"guring out the future of the busi-
ness of news are those who are in it,
those who believe in the editorial
principles but also the practical
commercial realities of digital jour-
nalism. Now, in that space, I am an
optimist, a cautious optimist but an
optimist nonetheless.

Should govt. intervene in platform-publisher relationships?
The state’s record in dealing with independent
news media has been, at best, a mixed one

Parminder Jeet
Singh 
is Executive
Director, IT for
Change

Rasmus 
Kleis Nielsen 
is Director, Reuters
Institute for the
Study of
Journalism
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<> There are a lot of tough
decisions to be taken, on
who owns the data,
whether platforms are
essential utilities, whether
they should be regulated as
utilities, and so on

Parminder Jeet Singh,
IT for Change
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“The wider IIP will see a
much bigger hit, as non-es-
sential industries were com-
pletely closed in April. The
core sectors account for
about 40% of the IIP, but I’d
say about 45% of all indus-
tries will show zero produc-
tion,” said Dr. Sen. “I would
project a 30-40% drop in
the IIP in April.”

Fellow economist D.K.
Srivastava, policy advisor
with Ernst and Young, ad-
ded that the March core sec-
tor data also re!ected the
cut in capital expenditure
by both state and central go-
vernments in order to make
up for falling tax revenues. 

“This trend is bound to
continue because both go-
vernment and private de-
mand for infrastructure in-
vestment has collapsed,”
Mr. Srivastava said, adding
that a revival in the core sec-
tor is unlikely until the go-
vernment starts spending
on infrastructure.

“Several of the core sector
industries were given ex-
emptions under the lock-
down. Electricity and steel
are continuous processes
and have not been stopped.
But movement of goods
faced major restrictions, so
it could be that they re-
duced production as much
as possible to deal with re-
duced demand,” said emi-
nent economist Pronab Sen,
a former chief statistician of
India.

Going forward to April,
he expected these trends to
worsen slightly but within
the same magnitude, noting
that demand has fallen dras-
tically in the power sector
due to the full lockdown this
month, and gas powered
plants were likely to have
been shut down. Coal may
also dip for April, while ce-
ment production will fall
sharply as all construction
activity came to a halt, he
said.

March core sector
output slumps 6.5% 

Ahmad in Jammu. A PhD
scholar, Irfan was arrested
on January 24 by the J&K
police. The case was subse-
quently transferred to the
NIA.

Another o"cial said
though Mir was not directly
involved in Davinder Singh’s
case, he played an impor-
tant role in providing wea-
pons to several terrorist
groups active in Kashmir
Valley including the Hizbul. 

Singh’s arrest created a
sensation as he was found in
the company of Naveed
Shah, a former police con-
stable and one of the ‘most
wanted terrorists’ in J&K.
Police say that Shah was be-
hind the killing of 11 truck
drivers, non-local labourers
and apple traders in south
Kashmir after the August 5
clampdown in the former
State after Parliament abro-
gated Article 370. 

Gram panchayat elections
are not fought on party sym-
bols but candidates do get
support from political par-
ties. Mir was elected in 2011.

Panchayat elections
could not be held in the dis-
trict in 2018 due to prevail-
ing law and order situation.
Around 20,000 panchayat
seats are vacant mostly in
South Kashmir. 

“Mir is an arms conduit,
he was arrested and pro-
duced in court which grant-
ed six-day custody. Further
interrogation is on,” a senior
NIA o"cial said. 

Deputy Superintendent
of Police (DSP) Singh was ar-
rested with Naveed, Ra#
Ahmed Rather, another Hiz-
bul militant and Irfan Sha#,
a lawyer, on January 11 in
South Kashmir’s Kulgam.
The accused were enroute
to the residence of Naveed’s
younger brother Syed Irfan

NIA arrests former
Shopian sarpanch 

Former RBI Governor Ragh-
uram Rajan, in an online
conversation with former
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi, the video of which
was released by the party on
Thursday, said India needed
to open its economy in a
“measured and clever way
and cannot wait until it has
zero COVID-19 cases”.

The renowned economist,
who teaches at the Universi-
ty of Chicago, said India
could shape the global dia-
logue in a post-COVID world
but also cautioned not to
have “a divided house” in
challenging times. 

Mr. Rajan, who took part
in the #rst of a series of dia-
logues planned by the Con-
gress on the challenge posed
by the pandemic, estimated
that India needed to spend
about $65,000 crore to take
care of the vulnerable sec-
tions such as migrant
workers.

“Our GDP is $200 lakh
crore, and out of that
$65,000 crore is not a huge
amount. So, we can do it. If
this is for the poor and to
save their lives and liveli-
hood, we must do it,” Mr. Ra-
jan said.

Mr. Rajan said the econo-
my needs to be opened up in
a sequential way in working
out a balance in #ghting the
virus and facing the conse-
quences of the economy.

“Our capacities and re-
sources are limited. Our #s-

cal resources are more limit-
ed than the West. What we
need to do is to decide, how
do we keep this economy to-
gether. When we reopen, is it
sort of able to walk o% the
sick bed and not be dead at
that point? Most immediate-
ly, keep people well and
alive. Food is extremely im-
portant,” he said, adding
that he and other econo-
mists like Amartya Sen and
Abhijeet Bannerjee have
talked about temporary ra-
tion cards. 

“It is all too easy to have a
lockdown forever, but ob-
viously that is unsustainable
for the economy.” 

‘Levarage DBT’ 
The economist said India
should now leverage its di-
rect bene#t transfer (DBT)
network to protect liveli-
hoods, keep people alive and
“keep them from going onto
the street protesting or going
out looking for work during
lockdown”.

The former RBI Governor
said India could mould the
international dialogue for a
more multi-polar global or-
der. “What I think we can say
is there will have to be a reth-
inking of everything in the
global economy once we are
out of this. If there is oppor-
tunity for India, it is in shap-
ing that dialogue...In this sit-
uation, India can #nd
opportunities for its indus-
tries, for its supply chains….” 

Reversing roles, Mr. Rajan
asked the Congress leader to

share his views on how India
is handling the pandemic
challenge compared to the
U.S. Mr. Gandhi said the two
countries are di%erent both
in terms of scale and
resources.

“The idea of governance
in India is always about try-
ing to control and I think that
is one of the challenges that
we are facing now. The dis-
ease cannot be controlled, it
has got to be managed, as
you said,” Mr. Gandhi said.

‘No divided house’ 
The Congress leader also
said there is an infrastruc-
ture, but if there is division
and hatred, that disconnects
people.

Agreeing with him, Mr.
Rajan said, “Having eve-
ryone believe that they are a
part of this system, an equal
part of the system, is essen-
tial. We cannot a%ord to be a
house divided especially in
these times when our chal-
lenges are so big.”

Spend !65,000 crore for the poor: Rajan
Former RBI Governor advocates opening of the economy in a ‘measured and clever way’
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Rahul Gandhi in an online conversation with former
RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan on Thursday. * PTI

Former Union Finance Mi-
nister P. Chidambaram on
Thursday said banks
should show loans taken
by fugitives Vijay Mallya,
Mehul Choksi and Nirav
Modi as ‘outstanding loans’
in their account books in-
stead of writing them o%.

“The only way to undo
the monumental error is
for RBI to direct the banks
concerned to reverse the
entries and continue to
show the unrecovered
loans from the fugitives as
‘outstanding loans’ on
their books and take steps
to recover them,” said Mr.
Chidambaram in a series of
tweets.

“The debate on waiver
or write-o% is academic.
People who are mighty
pleased are Nirav Modi,
Mehul Choksi and Vijay
Mallya! Rules are made by
human beings. If a rule can
be made, it can be unmade
too,” he added.

‘Show loans to
fugitives as
outstanding’
Special Correspondent

New Delhi

pressed their inability to join
the meeting on grounds of
travel restrictions in view of
COVID-19 and owing to lack
of technical capacity at their
end to join online web cased
conference facility,” the mi-
nutes stated.

These members had re-
quested for the meeting to
be postponed, “however,
keeping in view the impor-
tance of the project in na-

The government’s plan to
construct a new Parliament
building was approved by
the Central Vista Committee
at a meeting on April 23 with
the suggestion that the de-
sign be “in sync” with the ex-
isting Parliament House, ac-
cording to the minutes of the
meeting sent to its members
on Thursday.

The committee, which is
chaired by Central Public
Works Department (CPWD)
Additional Director-General
(Works) Anant Kumar, met
through video conferencing.
None of the non-government
members from the Indian In-
stitute of Architects (IIA) and
the Institute of Town Plan-
ners was in attendance.

“It is placed for record
here with that some mem-
bers, through email, ex-

tion’s interest and time scale
for its implementation the
meeting was held as per is-
sued meeting notice”, the
minutes said.

The “proposed new Par-
liament building at Plot
No.118, New Delhi” was the
only item on the agenda. The
item was submitted by Ash-
wani Mittal, CPWD Execu-
tive Engineer for the project,
for the committee’s consid-

eration. Mr. Mittal then invit-
ed the architect of the pro-
ject, Bimal Patel of the
Ahmedabad-based HCP De-
sign, Planning and Manage-
ment, to present the propo-
sal through video
conferencing.

After Mr. Patel presented
the proposal, the panel gave
its observation of “no objec-
tion, with suggestions that
the features of the proposed
Parliament building should
be in sync with the existing
Parliament building.”

Balbir Verma, a represen-
tative of the IIA on the com-
mittee, said the meeting
took place despite “all non-
government experts from
the IIA and the Institute of
Town Planners asking for a
postponement and having
the meeting after the condi-
tions of movement are
eased.” 

Parliament project gets panel nod
It should be in sync with the existing building, says the Central Vista committee 

In sync: The committee did not object to the proposal of 
the new building, but asked for similarities. * PTI
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday allowed a peti-
tioner to withdraw his plea
challenging the Centre’s re-
development project of the
Central Vista.

However, a Bench led by
Chief Justice of India (CJI)
S.A. Bobde gave petitioner
Rajeev Suri, through advo-
cate Shikhil Suri, liberty to
amend an earlier writ peti-
tion on the same issue to in-
clude the grounds agitated
in the withdrawn one.

Chief among these
grounds is the quashing of a
noti#cation issued by the
Ministry of Housing and Ur-
ban A%airs on March 20
authorising the change of
land use. This demand will
now be included in the
amended petition.

Mr. Suri argued that the
proposed change in land us-
age of Central Vista, the his-
torical boulevard of about
3.5 kmis a symbol of India’s
history, its nationhood, its
vibrant democracy.

“The ‘re-development’ of
the Central Vista, the entire
matter has been clothed in
secrecy and opacity. More
sinister, is the murky, du-
bious and suspicious events,
leading up to the present-
day events. Foremost is the
malevolent and malicious
manner in which Central
Government decided in May
2015 to withdraw India’s
nomination to attain a world
heritage city tag for Delhi’s
Imperial Capital Cities from
UNESCO; a quest it had
been pursuing over the last
decade or so,” the petition
said. 

SC allows withdrawal of
plea against Central Vista
Bench permits amendment of petition
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI 

Major farmers group Bhara-
tiya Kisan Union has de-
manded a $1.5-lakh crore re-
lief package for farmers
a%ected by COVID-19 and
lockdown, along with a four-
fold increase in the PM-KI-
SAN income support
scheme. This comes even as
Agriculture Minister Naren-
dra Singh Tomar sides-
tepped questions about a
farm sector relief package,
saying existing government
measures were su"cient. 

In a letter to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on Wed-
nesday, BKU national spo-
kesperson Chaudhary
Rakesh Tikait said farmers
with perishable produce

have been hit especially
hard by the lack of transport
and labour due to the
lockdown.

“The countrywide lock-
down caused lack of tran-
sportation that led farmers
growing fruits and vegetable
crops to let their crops rot in

the #eld. At the same time,
fair prices of produce were
not available in the markets
due to lack of demand. As a
result, farmers had no
choice but to throw away or
destroy their crops,” he
wrote, noting that there are
reports of farmers across In-
dia throwing away tomatoes,
gourds, cucumber, grapes,
oranges and litchis.

He estimated that fruit
and vegetable farmers faced
80% crop loss, while many
!ower farmers lost their en-
tire crop. 

Such extensive losses
mean that farmers do not
have the funds needed to
plant the next kharif or mon-
soon season crop, said the
farmer leader. 

Farmers group demands 
!1.5-lakh crore package
Do not have funds to plant kharif due to losses, it says 
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Chaudhary Rakesh Tikait 

The Election Commission of
India (ECI) has replied am-
biguously to a Right to Infor-
mation (RTI) query if the
Union Territory of Jammu
and Kashmir will be part of
the Electoral College for the
election of the President of
India.

The RTI request by Shub-
ham Khatri, a student,
sought a list of the State and
Union Territory Legislative
Assemblies which were part
of the Electoral College for
election of the President. He
also asked the EC to clarify if
the newly-formed Union
Territory of J&K was part of
the Electoral College.

The EC sent a single-line
response, merely saying
“for the information, appli-
cant may be informed to ref-

er Article 54 of the Constitu-
tion of India.” Under Article
54, the President is elected
by an Electoral College,
which consists of the elect-
ed members of both Houses
of Parliament and the elect-
ed members of the Legisla-
tive Assemblies of all the
States and also of Delhi NCT
and Puducherry U.T. Article
54, thus, only speci#cally
mentions NCT of Delhi and
Puducherry as eligible to be
part of the Electoral College.
The J&K Reorganisation Act
does not specify anything
about whether the legisla-
ture would be able to vote in
the election for a President. 

A passing mention is
made in Section 13 of the
2019 Act, which claims that
J&K Legislature would have
the same powers as its Pu-
ducherry counterpart.

EC vague on RTI asking if
J&K is in Electoral College
Refer Article 54 of Constitution, it says
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Chak-Hao, which is a black
rice variety of Manipur, and
Gorakhpur terracotta have
bagged the Geogrphical Indi-
cation (GI) tag. 

Chinnaraja G. Naidu, De-
puty Registrar, Geographical
Indications, con#rmed that
the GI tag had been given for
the two products on Thurs-
day. 

The application for Chak-
Hao was #led by the Consor-
tium of Producers of Chak-
Hao (Black Rice), Manipur
and was facilitated by the
Department of Agriculture,
Government of Manipur and
the North Eastern Regional

Agricultural Marketing Cor-
poration Limited (NERA-
MAC). 

In the case of Gorakhpur
terracotta, the application

was #led by Laxmi Terracot-
ta Murtikala Kendra in Uttar
Pradesh.

Chak-Hao, a scented gluti-
nous rice which has been in

cultivation in Manipur over
centuries, is characterised
by its special aroma. It is nor-
mally eaten during commun-
ity feasts and is served as
Chak-Hao kheer. 

Chak-Hao has also been
used by traditional medical
practitioners as part of tradi-
tional medicine. According
to the GI application #led,
this rice takes the longest
cooking time of 40-45 mi-
nutes due to the presence of
a #brous bran layer and
higher crude #bre content. 

At present, the traditional
system of Chak-Hao cultiva-
tion is practised in some
pockets of Manipur. Direct
sowing of pre-soaked seeds

and also transplantation of
rice seedlings raised in nur-
series in puddled #elds are
widely practised in the
State’s wetlands.

The terracotta work of Go-
rakhpur is a centuries-old
traditional art form, where
the potters make various ani-
mal #gures like, horses, ele-
phants, camel, goat and ox
with hand-applied ornamen-
tation. 

Some of the major pro-
ducts of craftsmanship in-
clude the Hauda elephants,
Mahawatdar horse, deer, ca-
mel, #ve-faced Ganesha, sin-
gled-faced Ganesha, ele-
phant table, chandeliers and
hanging bells. 

GI tag to Manipur black rice, Gorakhpur terracotta 
Both the products have been in circulation for centuries and are important to their native cultures

Expertly crafted: Gorakhpur has a centuries-old tradition 
of terracotta art. * T. SINGARAVELOU

Sangeetha Kandavel

CHENNAI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday asked Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) to en-
sure that the central bank’s
March 27 circular directing
banks and #nancial institu-
tions to provide borrowers
a three-month moratorium
on loan repayments is im-
plemented in “letter and
spirit” amid the COVID-19
pandemic.

A Bench led by Justice
N.V. Ramana said the cen-
tral banker should ensure
that its freeze on loan re-
payments between March 1
and May 31 was not diluted
and bene#ted the borrow-
ers. The court told Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta that
it appeared that the bor-
rowers had not actually be-
ne#ted from the RBI’s
gesture.

However, the Bench, al-
so comprising Justices San-
jay Kishan Kaul and B.R.
Gavai, which took up four
PIL petitions on the imple-
mentation of the circular,
said it was not intervening
any further as none of the
petitioners was actually an
aggrieved party.

On March 27, RBI gave li-
berty to banks and #nan-
cial institutions to allow
moratorium in respect of
loans outstanding as on
March 1. It said the repay-
ment schedule for these
loans as well as the residual
tenor would be shifted
across the board by three
months after the moratori-
um period. 

Sources in RBI said the
court order was a rap on
the knuckles of the banks
that were not extending
the bene#t to many cus-
tomers. 

(With inputs from
Manojit Saha)

SC directs RBI
to implement
moratorium
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI 

Several lawyers, the J&K Ap-
ni Party ( JKAP) and the Na-
tional Conference (NC) on
Thursday opposed the deci-
sion to extend the jurisdic-
tion of the Central Adminis-
trative Tribunal (CAT),
Chandigarh, to the Union
Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir to hear the cases of
employees for redress.

“Shifting of all pending
service-related matters from
both wings of the High
Court in Jammu and in Kash-
mir to the CAT will hit the
advocates of the Union Ter-
ritory in particular and the
public in general... Ironical-
ly, the worst su%erers are
those who had welcomed
the abrogation of the special
status of the erstwhile
State,” Naseem Liaqat, a

Jammu-based advocate,
wrote on Twitter.

JKAP president Syed Mo-
hammad Altaf Bukhari said
the decision would impact
over 30,000 service mat-
ters. 

“Instead of establishing
two tribunals, one in Jammu
and the other in Srinagar,
for the aggrieved employees
of J&K, shifting these service
matters to the CAT, Chandi-
garh, for adjudication is
simply a travesty of justice,”
he said. 

He said the decision de-
prived the employees of
speedier and cost-e%ective
justice delivery and denied
these rights to the job aspi-
rants who would approach
the judicial system to ensure
fairness and remove anoma-
lies in recruitment process-
es. 

Extension of jurisdiction
of CAT to J&K opposed 
It will impact service matters: JKAP
Peerzada Ashiq

Srinagar 

The Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation has taken over the
probe into an Arms Act case
following a Rajasthan High
Court directive to look into
the allegation that one of the
accused was framed by poli-
cemen in Bharatpur.

The matter pertains to an
FIR registered on October
28, 2015, at the Nadbai pol-
ice station in Bharatpur
against Suraj and Himan-
shu, who were arrested. An
illegal country-made pistol
with two live rounds was al-
legedly found in their
possession.

The police #led the #rst
charge sheet in December

2015 against the duo and
#ve others — Rinku, Manoj,
Raju, Ajay and Virendra
Singh. Further investigation
was kept open against Rin-
ku, Manoj and Virendra. In
September 2019, a supple-
mentary charge sheet was
#led against them.

Subsequently, Virendra
#led a petition in the High
Court seeking a fair probe.
He alleged that he was
framed. The court, in its
judgment on February 7,
2020, ordered a CBI probe,
stating that from bare peru-
sal of the record and the
proceedings conducted by
the police, it appeared the
personnel were involved in
implicating the accused.

CBI to probe complaint
of false Arms Act case
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI 


















USCIRF is an independent, bipartisan federal government entity established by the U.S. Congress to monitor, 
analyze and report on threats to religious freedom abroad. 
 
It makes foreign policy recommendations to the President, the Secretary of  State and Congress intended to 
deter religious persecution and promote freedom of  religion and belief. 
 
Highlights of  the report: 
 
India- specific: 
 
India is at the lowest ranking, “countries of  particular concern” (CPC). 
This is the first time since 2004 that India has been placed in this category. 
India is placed alongside countries, including China, North Korea, Saudi Arabia and Pakistan. 
India was categorised as a “Tier 2 country” in last year’s listing. 
 Reasons for this downgrade: 
 
Concerns about the Citizenship Amendment Act, the proposed National Register for Citizens, anti-conversion 
laws and the situation in Jammu and Kashmir. 
The national government used its strengthened parliamentary majority to institute national-level policies 
violating religious freedom across India, especially for Muslims. 
Besides, national and various State governments also allowed nationwide campaigns of  harassment and 
violence against religious minorities to continue with impunity, and engaged in and tolerated hate speech and 
incitement to violence against them. 
Recommendations made by USCIRF to US government: 
 
Take stringent action against India under the “International Religious Freedom Act” (IRFA). 
 
Impose targeted sanctions on Indian government agencies and officials responsible for severe violations of  
religious freedom by freezing those individuals’ assets and/or barring their entry into the United States under 
human rights-related financial and visa authorities, citing specific religious freedom violations. 
 
How effective can these recommendations be? 
 
In 2005, Prime Minister Narendra Modi who was at the time the Chief  Minister of  Gujarat was censured by the 
USCIRF. The commission had recommended sanctions against Mr. Modi for the 2002 riots and the U.S. 
government had subsequently cancelled his visa. 
 
How are other countries placed in the report? 
 
In the 2020 Annual Report, USCIRF recommends 14 countries to the State Department for designation as 
“countries of  particular concern” (CPCs) because their governments engage in or tolerate “systematic, 
ongoing, egregious violations.” 
These include nine that the State Department designated as CPCs in December 2019—Burma, China, Eritrea, 
Iran, North Korea, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Tajikistan, and Turkmenistan—as well as five others—India, 
Nigeria, Russia, Syria, and Vietnam. 
Instead of  using its own “Tier 2” category, as in past reports, the 2020 Annual Report also recommends 15 
countries for placement on the State Department’s Special Watch List (SWL) for severe violations. 
These include four that the State Department placed on that list in December 2019—Cuba, Nicaragua, Sudan, 
and Uzbekistan—as well as 11 others—Afghanistan, Algeria, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Central African Republic 
(CAR), Egypt, Indonesia, Iraq, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, and Turkey. 
The Report recommends six non-state actors for designation as “entities of  particular concern” (EPCs) for 
systematic, ongoing, egregious violations. These consist of  five groups that the State Department designated in 
December 2019—al-Shabaab in Somalia, Boko Haram in Nigeria, the Houthis in Yemen, Islamic State in 
Khorasan Province (ISKP) in Afghanistan, and the Taliban in Afghanistan—plus one other—Hay’at Tahrir al-
Sham (HTS) in Syria. 
Important Terms and definitions: 
 
Tier 2 countries are those in which violations engaged in or tolerated by government are serious and 
characterized by at least one of  the elements of  systematic, ongoing, and egregious (horrible)’. 
 
CPC is designated to a nation guilty of  particularly severe violations of  religious freedom under the 
International Religious Freedom Act (IRFA) of  1998. The term ‘particularly severe violations of  religious 
freedom’ means systematic, ongoing, egregious violations of  religious freedom.
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COVID-19

As many as 105 persons who
tested positive for COVID-19
in West Bengal had died, and
of these, 72 were due to co-
morbidities, Chief Secretary
Rajiva Sinha said on Thurs-
day, referring to a report by a
government audit commit-
tee. 

Meanwhile, the number of
testing went up hugely — 13%
— in a span of 24 hours from
14,620 to 16,525.

The committee was set up
on April 3 for “conducting an
audit of suspected deaths
due to COVID-19”. It is only
after its nod that a death gets
re!ected in the tally of fatali-
ties in the o"cial bulletin. If,
after investigation, it feels
that a death was due to “sev-
ere co-morbidity” — or due
to other ailment — then the
death is excluded from the
list.

Till Wednesday, the num-
ber of deaths due to CO-
VID-19 was 22. When asked
whether the 11 deaths added
to the o"cial tally occurred
within the past 24 hours, Mr.
Sinha denied it. He said that
only two deaths occurred in

the past 24 hours and the ad-
ditions were because the au-
dit committee’s recent re-
port had approved 11 more
deaths due to COVID-19. 

Another role of the audit

committee, he said, was to
look into the “treatment pro-
tocol” of COVID-19 patients. 

Questions about setting
up such a panel were raised
in several quarters, includ-

ing Opposition political par-
ties. Parties took to the
streets during the day raising
questions about Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee’s re-
marks on Wednesday that

she had no role in setting up
the committee.

In Kolkata 

The government said there
were 444 containment
zones, of which 264 were in
Kolkata. Howrah had 72 and
North 24 Parganas had 70. 

Mr. Sinha said no relaxa-
tion would be allowed in
these zones. There had been
no case of COVID-19 in eight
districts. Meanwhile, 37
fresh cases were reported in
24 hours. The total number
of active cases had increased
to 572. Over 1,900 samples
were tested during the pe-
riod, taking the number to
16,525. 

In another development,
the Health Department
transferred the Superinten-
dent of the Murshidabad
Medical College and Hospital
after certain noti#cations
were made public where it
was stated that COVID-19
positive should not be men-
tioned in the circular. The
Chief Secretary said he was
not the one who issued or-
ders of such transfers. They
were done by the respective
departments, he added.

Virus claimed 105 lives in West Bengal
Of them, 72 died of co-morbidities, says govt.; testing for virus increased by 13% in a span of 24 hours 

Special Correspondent

Kolkata

After Punjab permitted the
opening of shops in a stag-
gered way on rotation for
four hours every morning
from Thursday, a state of
confusion prevailed among
shopkeepers in many parts
of the State.

Several shops in the
markets at Kharar in Sahib-
zada Ajit Singh Nagar dis-
trict were open between 7
a.m. and 11 a.m. Though
the owners said the curfew
was “relaxed”, the district
authorities issued guide-
lines only later. 

The order issued by De-
puty Commissioner Girish
Dayalan said that in rural
areas all shops registered
under the Shops and Esta-
blishments Act will be al-
lowed to operate with 50%
of employees. In urban
areas, all stand-alone
shops, neighbourhood
shops and shops in resi-
dential complexes will be
allowed to operate. 

The State reported one
more COVID-19 death, tak-
ing the number to 20, and
105 fresh cases, an o"cial
statement said. The num-
ber of the cases has
reached 480. 

Most of the fresh cases
were pilgrims who had re-
cently returned from Gurd-
wara Hazur Sahib in Nand-
ed. 

Confusion in
Punjab over
relaxation 
Special Correspondent

KHARAR

Madhya Pradesh recorded
65 new COVID-19 cases on
Thursday, taking the tally to
2,625, the State Directorate
of Health Services said. Ho-
wever, these #gures do not
include the latest data from
Indore. 

With four more deaths,
the State-wide toll rose to
137. Bhopal, Ujjain, Khand-
wa and Hoshangabad re-
ported one death each, the
Directorate said. 

The day saw 21 persons
being discharged after treat-
ment across the State. So far,
482 persons have recovered. 

Most recoveries at 177
have been reported from In-
dore, where 1,486 cases and
68 deaths have been report-
ed as on Wednesday. But
Bhopal, which has a third of
the cases of Indore, has
notched a better #gure pro-
portionally at 162. 

The case fatality rate in
Ujjain stood at 17%, the high-
est in the State. Indore, the
most populous and the lar-

gest city in the State, record-
ed a rate of 4.6%, whereas it
was 3% for Bhopal. 

Meanwhile, Health Minis-
ter Narottam Mishra said no
patient as on April 30 was on
ventilator support in Bho-
pal, whereas six were being
given oxygen support in In-
dore. 

Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan said 65 sam-
ples out of 2,617 had tested
positive, marking a test posi-
tivity rate of 2.5%. In Bhopal,
25 of 1,275 samples, in Jabal-

pur seven of 157 and in Ujjain
11 of 96 samples tested posi-
tive. 

During a review meeting,
Additional Chief Secretary
for Health Mohammed Sule-
man said three districts — Uj-
jain, Indore and Bhopal — re-
mained in the red zone.

So far, 35,000 migrant
workers who were stuck in
di$erent States have re-
turned to the State. Of these,
25,000 had returned from
Rajasthan and 6,000 from
Gujarat. 

Ujjain records highest fatality rate in the State at 17% 

Staff Reporter

Bhopal 

Taking no chances: A health worker screening a person at
Satpura Bhavan in Bhopal on Thursday. * A.M. FARUQUI

M.P. reports 65 fresh cases,
death toll increases to 137

With over 3,000 COVID-19
cases and 149 deaths, Ahme-
dabad is the second city af-
ter Mumbai in number of
cases and deaths. 

On Thursday, the city ad-
ded 249 new infections and
12 deaths. The city alone ac-
counts for nearly 65% of to-
tal cases and 70% of deaths
in Gujarat. 

Despite stringent stay-at-
home measures and even
curfew in hotspots, the
number of cases has been
rising and so are deaths,
with one of the highest
death rates, around 5%, in
the country. 

Gujarat recorded 313 cas-
es and 17 deaths on Thurs-

day, taking the total to 4,395
cases and 214 deaths. So far,
613 persons have been dis-
charged, including 86 on
Thursday. 

“It is a community trans-
mission in Ahmedabad with
remnant contagion in con-
gested areas and slums,” a
top expert of infectious dis-
eases told The Hindu, ad-
ding “with or without lock-
down, Ahmedabad will only
see higher infections and
higher deaths.” 

Data of cases suggest that
the city has began commun-
ity transmission weeks ago
and now cases are increas-
ingly surfacing because of
the aggressive testing strate-
gy adopted by the Ahmeda-
bad Municipal Corporation. 

Ahmedabad records over
3,000 cases, 149 deaths
249 new infections, 12 deaths reported
special correspondent

AHMEDABAD

As many as 33 new cases of
COVID-19 infections were re-
ported in J&K on Thursday,
taking the total tally to 614.
The rising numbers forced
authorities in Srinagar to
make wearing a mask man-
datory for all from May 1.

“All 33 cases were report-
ed from Kashmir. The total
number of positive cases is
614, with Jammu having 58
and Kashmir 556 cases,”
said Rohit Kansal, Principal
Secretary (Planning).

South Kashmir’s Anant-
nag recorded the highest
number of cases with 12 and
north Kashmir’s Baramulla
reported 11 cases.

Mr. Kansal said the UT’s

testing rates continue to be
among the highest while the
percentage rise continues to
be low resulting in a high
doubling rate, which is over
12 days. 

“Our mortality is just
above 1%, which is quite low
given the number of cases.
The most notable part is
that over 92% of the cases
can be traced. All these are
positive factors,” he added.

Meanwhile, Deputy Com-
missioner, Jammu, Sushma
Chauhan said all reported
26 positive cases from the
district have recovered. “It’s
indicative of being on the
right course, nevertheless
declaring the district COVID
free, will be premature,” she
said.

33 new cases in J&K,
masks made mandatory 
Over 92% of cases traced, say o!cials 
special correspondent

Srinagar 
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The COVID-19 pandemic
surged relentlessly in Maha-
rashtra, as the State
breached the 10,000-case
mark on Thursday. It report-
ed 583 new cases and 27
deaths, as the cumulative
tally and the death toll
surged to 10,498 and 459
respectively.

According to #gures given
by the State Health Depart-
ment, 20 of the deaths were
reported from Mumbai city,
while three were reported
from Pune city. Pune district
authorities, though, report-
ed #ve deaths today, includ-
ing of a person hailing from
Kolhapur.

On the other hand, 180
persons left hospitals on
Thursday, taking the total
discharged in the State till
date to 1,773, said State Sur-
veillance O"cer Pradeep
Awate.

Mumbai’s death toll now
stands at 290, while that of
Pune district (the State
Health Department’s #gure)
is 88. 

According to the Pune dis-
trict administration, howev-
er, the district’s death toll
has now touched 90.

Nagpur reported its se-
cond death on Thursday and

Raigad district its #rst.
“Eighty-one per cent of

the deaths reported had
high-risk co-morbidities
such as diabetes, hyperten-
sion, asthma and heart dis-
ease. One of them was an

HIV patient and one was suf-
fering from cancer,” said Dr.
Awate.

Information regarding co-
morbidities of four of the pa-
tients was not available as
yet.

Maharashtra’s case tally
crosses 10,000 mark
583 new cases, 27 deaths reported in the State in one day

Staff Reporter

PUNE

Hard trek: Tribals carrying relief material at the Sanjay Gandhi
National Park in Mumbai. * AADESH CHOUDHARI

Dharavi reported 25 new
COVID-19 cases on
Thursday, bringing the total
in Asia’s largest slum to 369.

Of the 25 new cases
reported in Dharavi on
Thursday, some were from
areas like Kalyanwadi,
Kumbharwada,

Kunchikurve Nagar and
Muslim Nagar that had seen
cases in the past. Besides,
cases were reported from
newer parts, including
Chaughule chawl and
Labour camp. 

Total cases in Dharavi
now stands at 369. With no
death reported today, the
tolls remains at 18.

25 new cases in Dharavi 
staff reporter

Mumbai
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The Union Home Ministry
reiterated on Thursday
that separate passes were
not required for trucks and
goods carriers to move
across States. 

In a letter to the States
and Union Territories, Un-
ion Home Secretary Ajay
Bhalla asked them to en-
sure free movement of
trucks, including empty
ones. 

The Ministry wrote to
them on April 3 and 12 stat-
ing the same. “It is now
reiterated that no separate
passes are required for
through tra!c of trucks
and goods carriers, includ-
ing empty trucks, etc. This
is essential for maintaining
the supply chain of goods
and services,” it said. 

The Ministry asked the
States to convey it to dis-
trict authorities and "eld
sta# to avoid ambiguity.

Trucks don’t
need passes,
says Ministry
Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Opposition parties have
called the order of the Union
Home Ministry allowing the
State governments to ferry
back those stranded outside
their boundaries a hogwash
and a measure to buy time. 

Jairam Ramesh, Rajya Sab-
ha member of the Congress,
said that at best it was a half-
hearted measure. “The fact
that it took 36 days for the
government to respond to
the plight of the migrant
workers shows both apathy
and a lack of planning before
the lockdown. Even now, it’s
a half-hearted attempt. Why
aren’t special trains being
deployed? Many State go-
vernments have asked for it,”
he told The Hindu.

‘No coherence’

Congress spokesperson and
Lok Sabha member Manish
Tewari said the order
showed utter lack of cohe-

rence or strategy. “How ma-
ny inter-State meetings has
the Ministry held so far?
Does the government have
data on migrant workers,
about who from which dis-
trict is stranded where? And
is it safe to cover long dis-
tances in buses,” Mr. Tewari
asked. 

All these problems should
have been anticipated when
the lockdown was "rst an-
nounced on March 24. 

Trinamool MP and former
Railway Minister Dinesh Tri-
vedi said that if the govern-
ment was indeed serious, it
would have considered
trains and not speci"ed that

only buses could be used.
Whether the order would ac-
tually be implemented or
not was anyone’s guess. 

“Buses are not the answer.
This will only create confu-
sion and not a solution. They
are merely buying time.
There was too much pres-
sure on the Union govern-

ment to come up with a pol-
icy on migrant workers, so
they brought out this order,”
he said.

CPI(M) general secretary
Sitaram Yechury called the
order condescending, com-
ing after days of su#ering for
the migrant workers and oth-
ers stranded miles away
from their homes. He ques-
tioned the fact that the
Centre had delegated it to
the States instead of taking
the initiative. 

CPI general secretary D.
Raja said the Centre had vir-
tually abdicated its responsi-
bility of helping the migrant
workers or assisting the
States in this time of crisis. 

“In both the interactions
the Chief Ministers had with
the Prime Minister, the main
issue of contention was lack
of "nancial aid to the States.
They can’t deceive people
who are in unimaginable
misery. The hunger deaths
are rising.” 

‘Half-hearted bid to transport migrants’ 
Congress, other Opposition parties say Centre should have anticipated problems of stranded workers

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Long ordeal: Migrants from Madhya Pradesh waiting for buses in Prayagraj on Thursday. * PTI

Bihar on Thursday urged
the Union government to
run special non-stop trains
to bring back 27 lakh people
of the State stuck in distant
places because of the lock-
down. The appeal came a
day after the Centre issued
an order allowing the States
to bring back students, mi-
grants and tourists.

“Since the Central go-
vernment has passed the or-
der, I will appeal to it to run
special non-stop trains to
bring back those people
from far-o# places like Surat
and Porbandar in Gujarat,
Chennai, Bangalore, Maha-
rashtra and Delhi,” Deputy
Chief Minister and BJP lead-
er Sushil Kumar Modi said.

In a two-minute video re-
leased to journalists, Mr.
Modi said it would not be
“possible to bring back such
a large number of stranded

people by bus as it will take
months”. “Over "ve lakh pe-
ople stranded in Delhi, 2.68
lakh in Maharashtra, over
two lakh in Gujarat ... over
one lakh in Karnataka have
applied for the relief to the
o!ce of the Chief Minister,”
he said.

The Bihar government
appointed the Principal Se-
cretary of the Disaster Man-
agement Department, Pra-
tyaya Amrit, as the nodal
o!cer to supervise the pro-
cess of bringing back the
stranded people, he said. 

Bihar seeks non-stop
trains for migrants
27 lakh people from State stranded 
Special Correspondent

PATNA 

Sushil Modi

The Supreme Court on
Thursday asked an NGO to
approach the Indian Council
of Medical Research (ICMR)
with its reservations about
seriously ill COVID-19 pa-
tients in intensive care units
being subjected to “contro-
versial, unproven, non-spec-
i"c and potentially toxic o#-
label” use of anti-malarial
drug Hydroxychloroquine
and broad-spectrum anti-
biotic Azithromycin.

A Bench led by Justice N.V.
Ramana stopped short of in-
tervening on a writ petition
"led by NGO People for Bet-

ter Treatment, saying the
court is not an expert. It
asked Dr. Kunal Saha, presi-
dent of the NGO, to submit
his research to the ICMR.

People for Better Treat-
ment had drawn the court’s
attention to an extraordin-
ary bulletin issued jointly on
April 8 by the American

Heart Association (AHA), the
American College of Cardiol-
ogy (ACC) and the Heart
Rhythm Society (HRS) with
warnings on the use of the
two drugs on COVID-19 pa-
tients with existing cardiac
conditions.

The bulletin said the use
of these drugs on patients
with cardiac conditions
would possibly trigger ab-
normal heartbeat, heart fai-
lure and death. It advised
speci"c therapeutic mea-
sures in such cases. “Most of
the drugs presently being
used to treat COVID-19 pa-
tients are based primarily on
anecdotal evidence and not

on direct scienti"c data be-
cause very little actual re-
search has been published
on this new strain of corona-
viruse, which was isolated
for the "rst time only a few
months ago. COVID-19 pa-
tients receive primarily
symptomatic therapy be-
cause no speci"c drug
against the new SARS-CoV-2
virus has been invented till
now... Needless to say that
when treating the vulnerable
patients with an unproven
drug for its o#-label use, doc-
tors should be extra vigilant
about its potential harmful
adverse e#ects on COVID-19
patients,” the petition said.

Approach ICMR, SC tells NGO 
People for Better Treatment submits plea on hydroxychloroquine
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The Employees’ Provident
Fund Organisation (EPFO)
on Thursday said it had
separated the "ling of
monthly electronic chal-
lan-cum-return (ECR) from
the payment of PF contri-
butions, giving employers
more time to pay the
amount in view of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. 

“The ECR can now on-
wards be "led by an em-
ployer without the need of
simultaneous payment of
contributions and contri-
butions may be paid later
by the employer after "ling
the ECR. Filing of ECR by
the employer in time is in-
dicative of employer’s in-
tent to comply and will not
therefore attract penal
consequences if the dues
are paid within the extend-
ed time as announced by
the government,” it said. 

EPFO gives
payment relief
to employers
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The Union Social Justice
and Empowerment Minis-
try on Thursday said per-
sons with disabilities
(PwD) employed by public
sector banks and insurance
companies would be given
special leave without loss
of pay for the duration of
the lockdown imposed in
the wake of the COVID-19
pandemic. 

The Department of Em-
powerment of PwD under
the Ministry took up the is-
sue with the Finance Minis-
try’s Department of Finan-
cial Services on Tuesday
after receiving information
that State Bank of India
was treating the absence of
PwD as “sick leave”. The
National Federation of the
Blind had raised the issue
with the department, it
said on Thursday. 

Special leave
for disabled
bank sta!
Special Correspondent 

NEW DELHI

Expat Indian citizens have
played a signi"cant role in
creating prosperous econo-
mies in the Gulf region, the
External A#airs Ministry said
on Thursday. 

The statement came amid
reports of continued job cuts
in several Gulf countries, in-
cluding Oman, which has in-
structed government-owned
companies to replace expat
workers “as quickly as possi-
ble” with Omanis. 

“The Gulf countries great-
ly value their relation with
India. They also value the
role of the Indian diaspora in

the development of the re-
gion. The policy of Oman is
not speci"c to India and it
does not target Indians,” Mi-
nistry spokesperson Anurag
Srivastava told
presspersons.

Oman’s Finance Ministry
on Wednesday issued a new
set of guidelines ordering
state-owned companies to
“expedite replacement of ex-
patriates with Omanis”. 

According to some esti-
mates, around a third of
Oman’s 4.6 million residents
are expatriates who work in
state-owned and private sec-
tors. 

There are at least

8,00,000 Indian workers in
the kingdom and a part of
them are likely to be impact-
ed by the order. Though the
order is limited to the state-
owned companies, it is un-
derstood that the private
sector will be under pressure
to follow the state sector’s
example.

The Omani order, when
carried out, is expected to
force signi"cant part of the
expat Indians to return

home. In view of the CO-
VID-19 outbreak in the Gulf
states and the accompanying
regional economic down-
turn, India is already prepar-
ing to evacuate a large num-
ber of citizens from the Gulf. 

Mr. Srivastava said, “The
issue of evacuation is receiv-
ing attention of the govern-
ment,” though he refused to
spell out the plans saying, it
is “remature” to discuss the
details of the evacuation. 

Sultan of Oman Haitham
bin Tarik had assured Prime
Minister Narendra Modi that
the salaries and well-being of
the Indian community
would be protected. 

Oman job cuts not Indian-speci!c: Centre
Gulf country decides to !re expat workers from state-sector companies
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI <> Gulf countries
greatly value their
relation with India

Anurag Srivastava

Spokesperson, External A!airs Ministry
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Solution to puzzle 12923 Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku
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Adyatma sadana is demanding as it takes root only when
one is able to distance oneself from the immediate world
and the impact of the physical awareness that is a constant
presence in each one. In the Gita, it is clearly shown that
Adyatma sadana is something that cannot be practised by
one whose mind is caught in desire and anger, pointed out
Swami Sashishikananda in a discourse. 

Arjuna asks who and what is prompting him to act in a
particular way, especially in doing wrong when he wants to
avoid such acts. Krishna points out to Kama, desire, and also
Krodha, anger that are present in all beings in the form of ra-
jas. When prompted by desire one seeks to ful!l them; in
case the e"ort is thwarted, it gives rise to anger and the ego
in one regards this as a personal failure. This leads to being
caught in a vicious cycle. Moreover, since there is no end to
desires, chasing them in life is like entering a fathomless
ocean. The answer is !rst of all to accept the presence of de-
sires in us. They are a part of the human personality com-
prising the senses, mind and intellect. But one should be
wary of desires and not allow them to occupy the mind as
they can easily cause harm to one’s spiritual sadana when
they lead to wrong actions, even as a strong virus can attack
the physical health of a person. Instead, one can try to focus
on one’s ordained duties, that is, what has devolved on one
owing to birth, circumstances, etc and not encourage sel!sh
tendencies.

The Kenopanishad teaches the foundations of upasana,
the practice of austerities, such as self control and content-
ment and so on, and encourages one to cultivate and sustain
these at all times. This is the only way to attain chitta suddhi
which is conducive for Adyatma sadana. 

FAITH

Basis of upasana + 12924
(set by Arden)

! ACROSS 

1 Said to be constructed on ground — initially it could be sort of

jerky (7)

5 Slip into low gear perhaps (7)

9 Foolish fellow with ego, puts one in a spot (5)

10 One being & lit. all set to go up in !ames (9)

11 Servant has a duty, he is revered (9)

12 Strict usage allows for some sudden attack (5)

13 First casting inside mould is cubic in shape (4)

15 Time to plug extra covers, it’s a pledge (8)

18 Don’t allow to carry tin bottle (8)

19 Not often will you see in a letter — a reminder (4)

22 Horse — one could be found in Goa or Mangalore, perhaps (5)

24 Exaggerated — close by backward point (9)

26 Daily work, very essential trait (9)

27 Flower sample attached to plant (5)

28 Back on, Arden’s off (4-3)

29 Complete success in a gallop (4,3)

! DOWN

1 Bond covers thousand acres of lake (6)

2 Distressed ladies get help, saved (4,5)

3 Lost the election, party becomes better (5)

4 Winger’s remorse over the French physician (9)

5 Bird breaking many hearts (5)

6 Dismissed oil worker to keep things on even keel (9)

7 Ploy to get girl out of reach (5)

8 However, decreases — only to provide support (4,2)

14 Make way heading North, talk will disappear (9)

16 They are rather placed in the periodic table (4,5)

17 Possible merger, also included the plant (9)

20 Washer’s room, right underneath... (6)

21 ...as one "nds bliss "nally in marriage (6)

23 One slept inside, rose to "nd a horny beast (5)

24 Chose to take some time and performed the surgery (5)

25 Pride is missing, there is inner belief in God (5)

SCAN TO PLAY
There is no lockdown for your brain! 

Try solving a puzzle today! 
@ https://crossword.thehindu.com

The odds were stacked
against Makhmuddin. The
74-year-old blacksmith had
previously su"ered bouts of
jaundice that had weakened
his immunity. And he came
in late to the hospital with a
feverish breath and a frantic
cough that jolted his heaving
chest. Doctors immediately
put him on non-invasive
ventilation support. For 12
days, his life hung precipi-
tously on the edge — on oxy-
gen support. 

Yet, he knew he would re-
cover, Mr. Makhmuddin
said. And survive he did,
trumping COVID-19. On
Wednesday, the septuage-
narian, Indore’s longest-
treated patient for the illness
after having been in bed for
32 days, walked out of the ci-
ty’s MRTB Hospital. Unfazed
by the fact that the novel co-
ronavirus has been sicken-
ing older people more grave-
ly, he also became the city’s
oldest to bounce back from
the infection.

Weakened system
Previously, a year-long battle
with jaundice had weakened
his body. But the experience
of having overcome that
condition, Mr. Makhmuddin
said, had steeled his resolve
for facing future challenges.
“Twice, I thought I was

gone. But surviving jaundice
had given me the strength to
overcome other illnesses, in-
cluding corona. This expe-
rience was nothing before
that one,” he said. 

He still does not know
how he became infected. As
the lockdown kicked in, he
barely stepped out; no one
in his family or locality con-
tracted the illness. “Some-
times I lent my sons a hand
in repairing vehicles,” he re-
called. 

Eight days before visiting
a hospital on March 29, he
su"ered the !rst bouts of fev-
er, temporarily controlled
with self-medication. “He
came to us at the peak of his
illness,” said Salil Bhargava,
a doctor at the Mahatma
Gandhi Memorial Medical
College who was involved in
the treatment. “He carried
bilateral pneumonia and
acute respiratory distress
syndrome.”

Most of the 68 patients
who have died in Indore pre-
sented so late at hospitals
that the COVID-19 condition
had taken complete hold by
then, opined health experts.
Despite pulling out all the
stops, it was di#cult to save
them. “Most who have come
to us in Makhmuddin’s con-
dition have died,” Dr. Bhar-
gava said. “Although the ill-
ness doesn’t have a de!ned
remedy at present, his re-
covery shows supportive
treatment works. Therefore
we should not lose hope,”
the doctor said.

Cheerful company
As he showed improvement,
Mr. Makhmuddin was
moved out of the ICU to
another isolation ward.
There, he drew support
from the company of those
recuperating alongside him.
Six patients of varying ages
occupied beds set wide
apart. They chatted away
their time, on the road to re-
covery. “Accha time pass
hua udhar. Dil behelta raha
(We passed our time plea-
santly. We kept ourselves en-
tertained),” he chuckled. 

Two recently admitted
youth, with uncertainty
gripping them, had asked
him about recovery. “I told
them to have patience and
the willpower to !ght it out,”
he recalled. 

74-year-old patient beats the
odds after 32 days in hospital
Makhmuddin, a blacksmith from Indore, is out of the ICU

Sidharth Yadav

Bhopal

Makhmuddin 

With India needing an esti-
mated 25 lakh units of Perso-
nal Protective Equipment
(PPE) every day, experts and
scientists have highlighted
the need for their proper dis-
posal, treatment and recy-
cling to safeguard the envi-
ronment. These PPEs have
given a new lease of life to
plastic, which was facing sev-
ere scrutiny across the world
on environmental grounds. 

Even India had banned
single-use plastic to protect
the environment, and today
except a few, no one seems
to be complaining.

Since the COVID-19 out-
break, plastic items such as
PPE suits, masks, gloves,
sanitiser, handwash and wa-
ter bottles, and shoes and
head cover have been the on-
ly protective shield for the
front-line workers.

Participating in a discus-
sion, K.K Aggarwal, former
president, Indian Medical
Association, and president,
Confederation of Medical As-
sociations of Asia and Ocea-
nia, said currently medical
workers needed protective
gear which were made from
an impermeable and non-

porous material such as plas-
tic to avoid COVID-19
infection.

Hence masks, gloves, pro-
tective shield for eyes and
face, head and shoe cover,
and apron made from plas-
tics were used since imper-
meable material stopped vi-
rus-containing droplets from
touching the skin. 

“Also the virus stays on
the outer surface of the pro-
tective gear. It is also essen-
tial that healthcare workers
change their personal pro-
tective equipment every 8
hours, and regularly decon-

taminate the hospital,” Dr.
Aggarwal said.

“Currently, 40 lakh health
workers are !ghting against
COVID-19 . We need 20 to 25
lakh protective equipment
every day to protect the
workers from the infection,”
he said.

Ashok K Agarwal, Presi-
dent, Indian Association for
Hospital Waste Management
and former Dean, IIHMR,
New Delhi, said the improp-
er handling and disposal of
medical waste could put
healthcare workers at a high-
er risk of infection. “All bio-

medical waste needs to be
disposed of in colour coded
categories — yellow, red,
white and blue — as per the
guidelines stipulated in the
Biomedical Waste Manage-
ment Rules 2016 and by the
Central Pollution Control
Board,” he said.

“These guidelines must be
followed studiously to con-
tain coronavirus infection.
The government should en-
sure the availability of plastic
garbage/disposal bags in hos-
pitals, quarantined places
and general households, so
the waste can be collected

and treated (medical waste)
or recycled (general waste),”
he added.

According to Vijay Habbu,
Adjunct Professor, Institute
of Chemical Technology, the
protective equipment such
as masks, gloves, PPEs and
plastic bags/bottles used
while delivering essentials
such as grains, oil, water
must not be carelessly
thrown away. 

“They must be properly
disposed of so they can be
treated/recycled. The earth
is healing itself; it is an ideal
time to cut down on non-
ecofriendly human practices
such as littering and utilise
this time to strengthen the
plastic waste management
ecosystem in India,” he said.

Dr. Habbu said that scien-
ti!cally all types of plastic
products/equipment were
recyclable and every Indian
citizen must know this fact. 

“The responsibility to en-
sure proper disposal of
waste and source segrega-
tion is on every Indian citi-
zen, it will prevent the highly
hazardous practice of waste
dumping in land!lls/waste
bodies and help in keeping
our earth clean and green,”
he said.

Experts call for proper disposal of PPE 
India needs 20 to 25 lakh pieces of personal protective equipment a day for workers !ghting COVID-19 
Lalatendu Mishra 

MUMBAI 

Stay safe: People wearing protective suits at an awareness campaign in New Delhi. * REUTERS

One of the two drivers of an
ambulance that travelled
more than 3,100 km from
Chennai to drop !ve people
in Tripura has tested posi-
tive for COVID-19.

Tripura’s Education Mi-
nister Ratan Lal Nath said
the !ve residents – two wo-
man patients from Gomati
and Baikhora and their at-
tendants – returned in the
ambulance on April 27.

“Thermal screening was
done at the Churaibari (As-
sam-Tripura border) entry
point but the two drivers
and the passengers were
found asymptomatic. Their
samples were collected and
tested on Tuesday,” the Mi-
nister said, adding that one
of the drivers from Tamil
Nadu tested positive on
Wednesday. The test result
came after the ambulance
had already left Tripura on
its return trip since the e-
pass was valid till April 28.
The vehicle was stopped at
Siliguri on northern West
Bengal late on Wednesday.

O#cials in Tripura said
the !ve people from the
State were put in institution-
al quarantine as per guide-
lines. Two families shared

the ambulance charges of
$1.40 lakh.

The process of tracing the
contacts of the drivers in the
State had started, they said.

At least six other ambu-
lances from Chennai have so
far dropped patients and
their attendants in various
districts of Tripura. A 60-
year-old male patient could
not survive one of the trips.

Ambulance driver from
Chennai tests positive 
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Guwahati

Nine members of a family
were quarantined after a
newly wed couple returned
from Ghaziabad to Uttar
Pradesh’s Muza"arnagar
district in an ambulance in
the guise of patients, police
said on Thursday.

The groom, bride and
their seven family members
were quarantined at their
home in Khatauli. A case
has registered against the
ambulance driver who
brought the couple home,
police added.

Bride, groom
pose as
patients
Press Trust of India

Muzaffarnagar

The Orissa High Court has
directed the State govern-
ment to expedite investiga-
tion into the death of a pa-
tient su"ering from
chronic kidney disease,
and who was denied dialy-
sis at a private hospital at
Cuttack, allegedly for his
Muslim identity, during the
COVID-19 lockdown.

Azra Jamal, a lawyer ac-
tivist, had moved the HC
seeking legal action against
a Cuttack-based private
hospital that denied dialy-
sis treatment to a patient
identi!ed as Sayed Abdul
Hasan, leading to his death
on April 10.

“Shanti Hospital in Cut-
tack had refused to treat
the chronic kidney disease
patient because he be-
longed to Muslim com-
munity. As a result of
which he died the same
day,” Ms. Jamal said in her
petition.

She said the private hos-
pital had turned the pa-
tient away, demanding the
production of “COVID-19
test certi!cate” before al-
lowing him to access the
dialysis facility.

Investigate
‘denial of
dialysis’: HC
Special correspondent

Bhubaneswar

The National Mission for
Clean Ganga (NMCG), an
arm of the Jal Shakti Ministry
that deals with the Ganga
clean-up plan, has forward-
ed to the Indian Council for
Medical Research (ICMR) a
proposal to undertake clini-
cal trials and examine if Gan-
ga water can be used to treat
COVID-19 patients.

The proposal was made
by a collective of activists in-
volved in the clean-up of the
river as well as in the litany
of litigation surrounding it.

The thrust of the proposal
is that research for over a
century — and most recently
an investigation by the CSIR-
National Environmental En-
gineering and Research In-
stitute, Nagpur — had found
that the upper stretches of
the Ganga had several spe-
cies of bacteriophages.
Phages, as they are also
called, are viruses that spec-
i!cally target bacteria and
are also extremely strain-
speci!c. While there is re-
search to suggest that these
phages may have anti-micro-
bial properties and could
potentially destroy bacteria
such as Mycobacterium
streptococcus and Pseudo-
monas Yersinia, it is unclear
how phages — being viruses
themselves — could have an-
ti-viral properties.

COVID-19 is caused by
SARS-CoV-2 virus infection.
“There’s no evidence that vi-
ruses can, even in principle,
be used to destroy other vi-
ruses. Phage therapy has its
uses in experimental medi-
cine and has been used to
treat infections from anti-
biotic-resistant bacteria,” Su-
nit Singh, virologist, Benares
Hindu University, told The
Hindu.

‘Experimental medicine’
The proponents of the pro-
posal — Anil Gautam, A.K.
Gupta, Bharat Jhunjunwala
and Narendra Mehrotra —
said the Ganga “could have”
anti-viral properties, but the
scale of the pandemic and
the need for new drugs and
treatment mean that there
could be “immense bene!t”

from undertaking such stu-
dies on the lines of “experi-
mental medicine.”

Before being forwarded to
the ICMR, the letter reveals,
the NMCG discussed the
feasibility of the proposal
with NEERI, on April 24.
NEERI, which is a Council of
Scienti!c and Industrial Re-
search organisation, has an
ongoing study examining
whether the phages in the
Ganga water are responsible
for destroying pathogens
and delaying putrefaction.

“The considered opinion
of CSIR-NEERI is that over-
all, clinical trial on water
alone may not yield very
useful results, though this
would need the considered
opinion of agencies such as
ICMR,” notes the NMCG let-
ter, signed by D.P. Mathuria,
Executive Director, NMCG,
and addressed to the Direc-
tor General, ICMR. “...It is
true Ganga water has special
properties which is promi-
nent in upper stretches.
Since no virus related stu-
dies have been yet carried
out, one could attempt a pi-
lot in the Upper Regions of
Ganga.” 

Most studies have been
done in the context of years-
long movement that sees
Ganga water as “unique,”
particularly the water in the
upper stretches of Rudra-
prayag and before Tehri. 

Activists seek testing of Ganga
water for COVID-19 treatment
Mission under Jal Shakti Ministry sends the pitch to ICMR

Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI

There is no evidence that
the waters of the Ganga can
destroy viruses.

The COVID-19 lockdown has
inspired a musical initiative
for peace and bonhomie in
Manipur, a State troubled by
decades of con%ict.

A group of musicians in
the State has produced a
multilingual music album
titled ‘Yes We Care’ with the
objective of bridging the
ethnic divide believed to
have been widened by the
lockdown that has mini-
mised human interactions.

The album, released on
YouTube on April 28, has
the same song in English
and seven other languages,
including Hindi. Extremist
groups in the northeast
have ideologically been
against Hindi, which they
say is the language of “impe-
rialist Delhi”.

The local languages in
which the song has been
sung are Nagamese, Tangk-
hul, Khoibu, Vaiphei, Paite
and Manipuri.

While Nagamese is the
pidgin lingua franca of Na-
galand, Tangkhul and Khoi-
bu are Naga dialects of Mani-
pur. Manipuri is the tongue
of the non-tribal Meiteis of
Imphal Valley and Vaiphei
and Paite are languages of
the tribal group classi!ed as
Kuki-Zomi.

The Meitei, Naga and Ku-
ki-Zomi groups have had a
strained relationship with
each other. There have been

several instances of ethnic
violence. 

“The idea behind the al-
bum was to spread the mes-
sage of peace and brother-
hood and enliven the
people in this time of the
pandemic,” said Norbert
Khayi, the president of the
Tangkhul Music Forum
based in Manipur’s Ukhrul. 

“Apart from appealing to
the people to stand up and
!ght the pandemic together,
our aim was to celebrate Ma-
nipur’s ethnic diversity,” he
said, adding that the project
cost the forum about
$40,000.

The main person behind
the concept, Mr. Khayi said
he felt the need to remove
the misunderstandings bet-
ween the people living in
Manipur’s hills and the val-
ley as also di"erent tribal
groups within the hills. 

“The song is about over-
coming the situation
brought about by the CO-
VID-19 pandemic by sticking
together,” said Mandira Das,
who sang the Hindi version. 

Songs of peace from
Manipur’s con"ict zone 
Group’s creativity spurred by lockdown
RAHUL KARMAKAR

Guwahati

A screen grab from the
music album.

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC




























































































































CM
YK

M CH-CHE

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

CHENNAI THE HINDU 

FRIDAY, MAY 1, 202012
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

WORLD

U.S. intelligence agencies
have concluded that the new
coronavirus was “not man-
made or genetically modi-
!ed” but say they are still ex-
amining whether the origins
of the pandemic trace to con-
tact with infected animals or
an accident at a Chinese lab. 

The statement from the
O"ce of the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence, the clea-
ringhouse for the web of U.S.
spy agencies, comes as Presi-
dent Donald Trump and his
allies have touted the as-yet-
unproven theory that an in-
fectious disease lab in Wu-
han, the epicentre of the Chi-
nese outbreak, was the
source of the global pandem-
ic that has killed more than
220,000 worldwide. 

In recent days, the Trump
administration has shar-
pened his rhetoric on China,
accusing the geopolitical foe
and vital trading partner of
failing to act swiftly enough
to stop the spread of the vi-
rus that causes COVID-19 or
sound the alarm to the world
about the outbreak. 

"The Intelligence Com-
munity also concurs with the
wide scienti!c consensus
that the COVID-19 virus was
not manmade or genetically
modi!ed,” said the state-
ment. “The IC will continue
to rigorously examine
emerging information and
intelligence to determine
whether the outbreak began
through contact with infect-
ed animals or if it was the re-
sult of an accident at a labo-
ratory in Wuhan.” 

Mr. Trump addressed the
theory earlier this month,
saying, “More and more,
we’re hearing the story.” Se-
cretary of State Mike Pom-
peo added: “The mere fact

that we don’t know the answ-
ers — that China hasn’t
shared the answers — I think
is very, very telling.” 

Mr. Pompeo also pressed

China to let outside experts
into the lab “so that we can
determine precisely where
this virus began.” 

Scientists say the virus

arose naturally in bats. Even
so, Mr. Pompeo and others
have pointed !ngers at an in-
stitute that is run by the Chi-
nese Academy of Sciences. It

has done groundbreaking re-
search tracing the likely ori-
gins of the SARS virus, !nd-
ing new bat viruses and
discovering how they could
jump to people. 

“We know that there is the
Wuhan Institute of Virology
just a handful of miles away
from where the wet market
was,” Mr. Pompeo said two
weeks ago. The institute has
an address 13 kilometers,
from the market. 

U.S. o"cials say the Amer-
ican Embassy in Beijing
#agged concerns about po-
tential safety issues at the lab
in Wuhan in 2018, but have
yet to !nd any evidence the
virus originated there nearly
two years later. 

Purely fabricated 
The Chinese government
said on Thursday that any
claims that the coronavirus
was released from a labora-
tory are “unfounded and
purely fabricated out of
nothing.” 

Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Geng Shuang cited the
institute’s director, Yuan
Zhiming, as saying the lab
strictly implements bio-se-
curity procedures that
would prevent the release of
any pathogen. 

“I would like to point out
again that the origin of the vi-
rus is a complex scienti!c is-
sue, and it should be studied
by scientists and profession-
als,” Mr. Geng said. 

He also criticised U.S. pol-
iticians who have suggested
China should be held ac-
countable for the global pan-
demic, saying they should
spend their time on “better
controlling the epidemic sit-
uation at home”. But a go-
vernment spokesman, Zhao
Lijian, demonstrated that
China was not above sowing
confusion . He tweeted in
March the falsehood that the
virus might have come from
the U.S. Army. 

Virus was not manmade: U.S. agencies 
Intel o!cials ‘are examining whether the origins of the pandemic trace to an accident at a Chinese lab’ 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON

Prayer time: Devotees gather on the occasion of Buddha’s birthday at Jogyesa Temple in Seoul,
South Korea, on Thursday. * GETTY IMAGES

Like thousands of women
across South Asia, Shahida
Khatun dropped out of
school to work in the gar-
ment factories that were
springing up in Bangladesh’s
cities, hoping to pull her fa-
mily out of poverty.

At 12 years old, she
clocked in for long shifts in
an overcrowded factory. But
the $30 she made each
month ensured that for the
!rst time, her family had reg-
ular meals and could buy
previously unheard-of luxu-
ries like chicken and milk.

A decade later, Ms. Kha-
tun more than tripled her
wage.

But when Ms. Khatun and
her husband were laid o$ in
March as Bangladesh, like
much of the world, went un-
der lockdown because of the
coronavirus pandemic, she
dropped back to dark places

she hoped she had left
behind.

“The garment factory
helped me and my family to
get out of poverty. But the
coronavirus has pushed me
back in,” Ms. Khatun, now
22, said in a recent interview.

The gains the world was
making in !ghting poverty
are now at grave risk.

The World Bank says that

for the !rst time since 1998,
global poverty rates will rise.
By the end of the year, 8% of
the world’s population — half
a billion people — could be
pushed into destitution, lar-
gely because of the wave of
unemployment brought by
virus lockdowns.

While everyone will su$er,
the developing world will be
hardest hit. The World Bank

estimates that sub-Saharan
Africa will see its !rst reces-
sion in 25 years, with nearly
half of all jobs lost across the
continent. South Asia will
likely experience its worst
economic performance in 40
years.

Informal sector 
Most at risk are people work-
ing in the informal sector,
which employs 2 billion peo-
ple who have no access to be-
ne!ts like unemployment as-
sistance or health care. In
Bangladesh, 1 million gar-
ment workers like Ms. Kha-
tun — 7% of the country’s
workforce — lost their jobs
because of the lockdown.

The !nancial shock waves
could linger even after the vi-
rus is gone, experts warn.
Countries like Bangladesh,
which spent heavily on pro-
grammes to improve educa-
tion and provide health care,

a day. By 2016, that number
had dropped to 734 million
people, or 10% of the world’s
population, largely because
of progress in South Asia and
China.

Some of the biggest gains
were made in India, where
210 million people were lift-
ed out of poverty from 2006
to 2016, according to the UN.
Since 2000, Bangladesh lift-
ed 33 million people — 10% of
its population — out of pover-
ty. 

Famines that once
plagued South Asia are now
vanishingly rare, the popula-
tion less susceptible to dis-
ease and starvation. But that
progress may be reversed,
experts worry, and funding
for anti-poverty programmes
may be cut as governments
struggle with stagnant
growth rates or economic
contractions as the world
heads for a recession. NY TIMES

which help lift families out of
destitution, may now be too
cash-strapped to fund them.

“These stories, of women
entering the workplace and
bringing their families out of
poverty, of programmes lift-
ing the trajectories of fami-
lies, those stories will be easy
to destroy,” said Abhijit Ba-
nerjee, a winner of the 2019
Nobel Prize for economics.

“There will be groups of
people who climbed up the
ladder and will now fall
back,” he added. “There
were so many fragile exis-
tences, families barely stitch-
ing together an existence.
They will fall into poverty,
and they may not come out
of it.” The gains now at risk
are a stark reminder of glo-
bal inequality and how much
more there is to be done. In
1990, 36% of the world’s
population, or 1.9 billion pe-
ople, lived on less than $1.90

Coronavirus is pulling millions back into poverty 
World Bank estimates sub-Saharan Africa will see its "rst recession in 25 years & South Asia its worst downturn in 40 years

Pushed into penury: A !le photo of workers sewing garments
at a factory in Bangladesh. * NYT

Maria Abi-Habib

COVID-19 cases in Russia
surged past 1,00,000 on
Thursday, the government
said, with an increase of
7,099 con!rmed infections
in the last 24 hours. Russia
has so far recorded
1,06,498 cases and 1,073
deaths from the virus.
Russia recently surpassed
Iran and China in the total
number of con!rmed
infections and is now
eighth in the world in virus
cases. With the number of
infections on the rise,
President Vladimir Putin
warned this week that the
situation remained “very
di"cult”.

Cases in Russia
cross 1,00,000

Agence France-Presse

Moscow

South Korea, once one of
the hardest-hit countries in
the COVID-19 pandemic,
reported no new cases on
Thursday, boosting hopes
of an eventual return to
normality. 

The good medical news
caused equities to rally,
despite mounting deaths
worldwide and abysmal
economic !gures caused by
the COVID-19 crisis. 

Data showed the
pandemic, which has killed
more than 2,24,000
people, has plunged the
U.S. into its worst economic
slump in a decade, and has

left Germany expecting its
biggest recession since the
Second World War.

But for the !rst time
since the new disease was
detected there in mid-
February, South Korea
reported zero new
infections.

The East Asian nation
had the world’s second-
largest coronavirus
outbreak for a period after
the virus emerged in China
late last year. But with an
aggressive test-and-trace
strategy and widespread
social distancing, it has
managed to bring the
spread of the pathogen
under control.

South Korea leads virus
success with no new case 
Agence France-Presse

Seoul

Pressure is mounting on De-
mocratic presidential hope-
ful Joe Biden to personally
respond to a sexual assault
allegation made by a former
Senate aide — despite a
strong denial issued by his
campaign.

A 56-year-old former aide
claims that the assault took
place in 1993, when she was
a 29-year-old sta$ assistant
in the o"ce of Mr. Biden,
then a U.S. Senator from
Delaware.

Kate Beding!eld, Mr. Bi-
den’s deputy campaign
manager and communica-
tions director, has issued a
statement dismissing the al-
legation but there has been
no comment so far from the
77-year-old former Vice-Pre-

sident himself.
“Vice President Biden has

dedicated his public life to
changing the culture and the
laws around violence against
women,” Ms. Beding!eld
said in a statement. 

“What is clear about this
claim: it is untrue,” she said.
“This absolutely did not
happen.”

President Donald
Trump’s campaign manager

Brad Parscale has #ooded
his Twitter feed with mock-
ing references to the former
aide’s allegation, ignoring
the string of accusations
made by women against his
own candidate.

According to the former
aide, the assault took place
in August 1993 in a hallway
on Capitol Hill. 

“We were alone, and it
was the strangest thing,” she
said in an interview. “There
was no, like, exchange, real-
ly, he just had me up against
the wall.

The allegations have led
some supporters of Senator
Bernie Sanders, who
dropped out of the race for
the Democratic nomination
and endorsed Mr. Biden, to
call on the former V-P to end
his White House bid.

Joe Biden under pressure to
address sexual assault charge 
His silence on alleged assault on ex-aide has sparked anger

Agence France-Presse

Washington

Joe Biden

German police raided !ve
sites linked to the Lebanese
Shia group Hezbollah, as
authorities announced
Thursday that they were
banning activities by its pol-
itical wing in Germany. 

The raids, intended to
prevent evidence about pos-
sible front organisations be-
ing destroyed, took place at
mosques and community
centres in Berlin, Bremen,
Muenster, Recklinghausen
and Dortmund. 

German lawmakers last
year called on the govern-
ment to extend an existing
ban on activities by the
group’s militant wing to in-
clude those of its political
branch. At the time, o"cials
had warned that such a
move was legally di"cult,
because Hezbollah doesn’t

have any o"cial presence in
Germany. 

The Interior Ministry said
the decree issued on Thurs-
day bans all activities in sup-
port of the group in Germa-
ny, including the use of its
symbols or publications.
Hezbollah supporters have
staged annual anti-Israel
marches in Berlin for sever-
al years. 

The U.S. and Israel wel-
comed Germany’s move
against the group, which is
rooted in Lebanon’s Shiite
community and has close
ties to Iran. 

U.S. Ambassador Richard
Grenell called on other Eu-
ropean Union countries to
also ban Hezbollah’s activi-
ties, saying the group “can-
not be allowed to use Eu-
rope as a safe haven to
support terrorism in Syria
and across the Middle East.” 

Germany extends 
ban on Hezbollah 
It raids 5 sites linked to the Shia group
Associated Press

Berlin

Brazilian President Jair Bol-
sonaro on Wednesday with-
drew the name of a family
friend he had picked to run
the federal police, after a Su-
preme Court justice blocked
an appointment that oppo-
nents said would allow him
inappropriate in#uence ov-
er law enforcement.

His decision to drop Alex-
andre Ramagem, who was
director of the Brazilian in-
telligence agency Abin, was
published in the govern-
ment’s o"cial gazette.

The suspension of the ap-
pointment by Justice Alex-
andre de Moraes earlier on
Wednesday came after the
top court authorised an in-
vestigation into allegations
by Mr. Bolsonaro’s former
Justice Minister that the Pre-
sident had abused his power

by swapping the police
chief.

Mr. Moraes wrote that he
granted the injunction,
which can still be appealed,
because there were relevant
signs that Mr. Ramagem,
who was set to take o"ce on
Wednesday afternoon,
could be compromised by
his close relationship with
Mr. Bolsonaro’s family.

Ramagem, who joined
the federal police in 2005
and has run the intelligence
agency since July, had the
fewest years of service of
any o"cer tapped to lead
the force. He took charge of
Mr. Bolsonaro’s security in
2018 after the soon-to-be
President was stabbed on
the campaign trail and grew
close to the President’s
sons, who have been ac-
cused of embezzlement,
which they deny.

Bolsonaro drops name
of friend as police chief
President backs o# after top court’s rap 
Reuters

BRASILIA

Man opens !re on Cuban
embassy in Washington 
WASHINGTON

A person was arrested early
on Thursday after opening
fire on the Cuban embassy in
Washington, the U.S. Secret
Service said. No one was
injured. The unidentified
person fired multiple rounds
from what some reports said
was a high-powered assault
rifle. AFP

IN BRIEF

Libya’s Haftar announces
Ramzan ceasefire 
BENGHAZI

Libya strongman Khalifa
Haftar said on Wednesday his
forces would cease hostilities
for the holy month of Ramzan
following international calls
for a truce in the war-torn
country. Haftar’s rival, the
UN-recognised Government
of National Accord (GNA) had
yet to respond. AFP

South African anti-apar-
theid activist Denis Goldb-
erg has died at his home
near Cape Town, aged 87. 

Mr. Goldberg was a pro-
minent member of the now-
ruling African National Con-
gress and stood trial along-
side Nelson Mandela. He
spent 22 years in prison for
his involvement with the
ANC’s !ght against apar-
theid, the racist system of
oppression imposed by the
white minority government. 

When his fellow accused
were sent to Robben Island,
as a white prisoner Mr.
Goldberg was separated
from them and imprisoned
in the capital, Pretoria. 

Mr. Goldberg had conti-
nued his activism in post-
apartheid South Africa and
was a critic of former Presi-

dent Jacob Zuma, who
stepped down in 2018 and
faces multiple allegations of
corruption. 

Mr. Goldberg was a critic
of the ANC’s performance in
government and the socio-
economic conditions of the
largely black poor majority
in South Africa, one of the
world’s’ most unequal coun-
tries. 

Anti-apartheid activist
Denis Goldberg dies 
He spent 22 years in prison in S. Africa
Associated Press

JOHANNESBURG 

Denis Goldberg

President Donald Trump
said the federal government
will not be extending its
physical distancing guide-
lines once they expire
Thursday, and his son-in-law
and adviser, Jared Kushner,
predicted that by July the
country will be “really rock-
ing again.” 

To underscore his con!-
dence, Mr. Trump said on
Wednesday he plans to res-
ume out-of-state travel after
spending more than a
month mostly cooped up in
the White House, starting
with a trip to Arizona next
week. 

Rallies planned
Mr. Trump said he’s hoping
to hold mass campaign ral-
lies in the coming months
with thousands of suppor-
ters, even though medical
experts have said there is lit-
tle hope of having a vaccine
by then. 

Putting a positive face on
the latest grim numbers —
the U.S. death toll has now
surpassed American lives
lost in the Vietnam War —
Mr. Trump delivered his dai-
ly upbeat update.

Mr. Trump also talked up
the good news the day pro-
vided — hopeful results for a
possible COVID-19 treat-
ment. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Kushner
described the administra-
tion’s much-criticised res-

ponse to the pandemic as “a
great success story.” 

But the government an-
nounced dismal new eco-
nomic numbers as the pan-
demic took hold and shut
down much of the country. 

The U.S. economy shrank
at a 4.8% annual rate in !rst
quarter of the year — a pre-
cursor to far grimmer re-
ports that are expected this
summer from the severe re-
cession triggered by the pan-
demic. 

President outlines plan to resume out-of-state travel 

Associated Press

WASHINGTON 

U.S. President Donald Trump in the Oval O"ce. * REUTERS

Won’t extend physical
distancing norms: Trump
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There will be 11,000 fewer
deaths in European coun-
tries under coronavirus lock-
down due to a sharp drop in
fossil fuel pollution in April,
according to research re-
leased on Thursday. 

Measures to halt the
spread of the COVID-19 pan-
demic have slowed the re-
gion’s economies to a crawl,
with coal-generated power
falling by nearly 40%, and
oil consumption by a third.

“This will result in 11,000
avoided deaths from air pol-
lution,” said lead author
Lauri Myllyvirta, senior ana-
lyst at the Centre for Re-
search on Energy and Clean
Air (CREA).

Globally, oil use has de-
clined by about the same
amount, with drops in coal
consumption varying by re-
gion. 

An unintended boon of
shuttered factories and emp-
ty roads has been more
breathable air.

Levels of nitrogen dioxide
(NO2) and small particle pol-
lution known as PM2.5 —
both toxic by-products burn-
ing coal, oil and gas — fell 37
and 10%, respectively, ac-
cording to the !ndings.

“The impacts are the
same or bigger in many oth-
er parts of the world,” Ms.
Myllyvirta told AFP. “So we
are looking at an even larger
number of avoided deaths.”

Air pollution shortens
lives worldwide by nearly
three years on average.

11,000 fewer deaths in Europe
due to drop in pollution levels
Agence France-Presse
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The National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) recently has issued a 15-point directive to the 11-Ganga basin 
states to prevent idol immersion into river Ganga and its tributaries and on their banks, including cordoning 
off  the ghats. 
 
According to the directive, a fine of  Rs. 50,000 would be imposed if  immersion of  idols took place in the 
Ganga or its tributaries during festivals, including Dussehra, Diwali, Chhath and Saraswati Puja. 
According to NMCG officials, the large-scale immersion of  idols and puja material in the Ganga and its 
tributaries during festive occasions led to an alarming rise in pollutants in the river. 
The directive has been sent to officials of  these 11 states namely- Uttarakhand, UP, Bihar, Jharkhand, West 
Bengal, Delhi, Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, and Chhattisgarh. 
The Chief  Secretaries of  these 11 states have also been asked to submit an action taken report within seven 
days from the end of  each festival. 
These directives were issued by NMCG under Section-5 of  the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. 
Initiatives to Clean Ganga 
 
Ganga is a trans-boundary river of  Asia which flows through India and Bangladesh. It is the longest river in 
India and is a lifeline to millions of  people who live along its course. 
 
Causes of  Ganga Pollution: The main causes of  water pollution in the river Ganga are: 
Industrial waste (dumping of  various harmful & untreated industrial waste into the river), 
Human waste (human activities such as bathing, washing clothes, etc.), 
Religious waste (religious bath, cremation near the ghats, idol immersion, etc.) 
Initiatives to Prevent Ganga Pollution 
 
Ganga Action Plan: It was the first River Action Plan that was taken up by the Ministry of  Environment & 
Forests in 1985, to improve the water quality by the interception, diversion, and treatment of  domestic 
sewage. It also aimed to prevent toxic and industrial chemical wastes (from identified polluting units) from 
entering the river. 
National River Conservation Plan was an extension to the Ganga Action Plan, so as to cover all the major 
rivers of  the country. 
‘National River Ganga Basin Authority (NRGBA)’ was formed by the Central Government of  India in the year 
2009 under Section-3 of  the Environment Protection Act, 1986. It is chaired by the Prime Minister of  India. 
It declared the Ganga as the ‘National River’ of  India. 
In 2010, ‘Government clean-up campaign’ was started to ensure that by 2020 no untreated municipal sewage 
or industrial runoff  enters river. 
In 2014, ‘Namami Gange Programme’ was launched as an Integrated Conservation Mission, to accomplish 
the twin objectives of  effective abatement of  pollution, conservation, and rejuvenation of  National River 
Ganga. 
The program is being implemented by the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG), and its state 
counterpart organization viz., State Program Management Groups (SPMGs). 
It is the flagship programme of  the Union Government with a budget outlay of  Rs. 20,000 crore. 
The main pillars of  the programme are: 
Sewerage Treatment Infrastructure & Industrial Effluent Monitoring, 
River-Front Development & River-Surface Cleaning, 
Bio-Diversity & Afforestation, 
Public Awareness.
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PRICE CHANGE

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 290.10. . . . . . . . . 2.45

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1758.70. . . . . . . . -8.80

Axis Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 444.90. . . . . . . . . 5.80

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2623.30. . . . . 124.15

Bajaj Finserv. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5104.35. . . . . 105.70

Bajaj Finance. . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2318.10. . . . . . . 21.65

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 514.30. . . . . . . 18.30

BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 370.00. . . . . . . . . 9.25

Britannia Ind . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 3165.75. . . . . . . . . 8.95

Cipla. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 589.60. . . . . . . . -6.65

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 148.50. . . . . . . . . 8.65

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 3936.30. . . . . . . 55.60

Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. 14707.95. . . . . 392.20

GAIL (India). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95.70. . . . . . . . . 6.60

Grasim Ind. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 504.90. . . . . . . . . 2.95

HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 543.55. . . . . . . 51.80

HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1916.00. . . . . . . 79.25

HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1001.80. . . . . . . 24.70

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 2166.70. . . . . 196.45

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 130.20. . . . . . . 13.90

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2195.00. . . . . . -36.75

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 380.15. . . . . . . . . 9.70

IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 468.15. . . . . . . . -2.95

Bharti Infratel . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 174.40. . . . . . . 11.40

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 715.50. . . . . . . 38.95

Indian OilCorp. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 84.20. . . . . . . . . 3.70

ITC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 182.05. . . . . . . . -0.10

JSW Steel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 180.65. . . . . . . 16.55

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1357.20. . . . . . . 29.35

L&T. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 897.55. . . . . . . 22.20

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 366.65. . . . . . . 18.65

Maruti Suzuki. . . . . . . . .. . . . 5358.80. . . . . 290.35

Nestle India Ltd. . . . .. 17924.65. . . . . 434.95

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95.05. . . . . . . . . 4.85

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79.90. . . . . . . . . 9.40

PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 162.05. . . . . . . . . 4.00

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1466.00. . . . . . . 39.05

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 190.50. . . . . . . . . 0.40

Shree Cement . . . . . . . .. 19767.90. . . . . 596.45

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464.45. . . . . . -13.20

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93.25. . . . . . . 15.10

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 298.30. . . . . . . 15.65

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2014.45. . . . . 108.80

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . . . 546.25. . . . . . . 17.55

Titan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 970.05. . . . . . . 44.65

UltraTech Cement. .. . . . 3534.30. . . . . . . 99.95

UPL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 420.05. . . . . . . 59.45

Vedanta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89.55. . . . . . . 10.40

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 190.95. . . . . . . 10.30

Zee Entertainment . . . . . . 159.35. . . . . . . . -0.05

EXCHANGE RATES

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on April 30

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 74.91. . . . . . . 75.23

Euro. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 81.42. . . . . . . 81.77

British Pound. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 93.66. . . . . . . 94.08

Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 70.23. . . . . . . 70.54

Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 10.63. . . . . . . 10.68

Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 77.09. . . . . . . 77.43

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 53.15. . . . . . . 53.38

Canadian Dollar. . . . . . . . .. . 54.01. . . . . . . 54.25

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 17.42. . . . . . . 17.52

Australian Dollar . . . . . . .. . 49.15. . . . . . . 49.36

Source:Indian Bank

market watch

30-04-2020 % CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddd 33,718 ddddddddddddddd3.05 

US Dollardddddddddddddddddddd 75.09 ddddddddddddddd0.75

Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 25.65 dddddddddddd10.03

Reliance Industries Limited
(RIL) has announced pay
cuts for employees of the hy-
drocarbon division as the
business has su!ered badly
due to an unprecedented fall
in oil prices consequent to
the spread of COVID-19.
Chairman Mukesh Ambani
decided to forgo his full
compensation for this year. 

Hital Meswani, executive
director, RIL, in a letter to
employees said, “The hydro-
carbons business has been
adversely impacted due to
reduction in demand for re-
"ned products and petro-
chemicals. This has, of
course, put pressure on our
hydrocarbon business, ne-
cessitating optimisation and

cost reduction on all fronts. 
“The situation demands

that we maintain razor sharp
focus on operating costs and
"xed costs and all of us need
to contribute to make this
happen.”

E!ective April 1, 2020, the
board of directors, including
executive directors and oth-
er senior leaders, will see a
30-50% cut in compensa-
tion, while the hydrocarbon
division employees earning
over #15 lakh a year will see a
10% pay cut. Performance-
based pay and annual cash
bonuses also stand deferred. 

“We will closely monitor
the economic and business
environment, re-evaluate a
response to the situation on
a continuous basis,” Mr. Mes-
wani said in his letter to RIL

sta!, dated April 29, 2020. 
“The lockdown period

has also provided us with
several opportunities to re-
organise ourselves and digi-
talise our business process
to generate signi"cant im-
provements in our produc-
tivity, e$ciency and costs.
Together, we will embrace
these opportunities and
work towards restoring our
compensation levels to nor-
malcy.” The Hindu has a co-
py of the letter.

Mr. Mukesh Ambani’s sal-
ary in 2018-19 stood at #15
crore, unchanged for the
eleventh consecutive year. 

The Reliance Industries
board approved Mr. Amba-
ni’s proposal to forgo his sal-
ary till the impact of CO-
VID-19 abates. 

Employees of hydrocarbon unit to be impacted

Special Correspondent

MUMBAI

RIL announces salary cuts

Reliance Industries (RIL) on
Thursday reported a sharp
37.2% dip in its fourth quar-
ter net pro"t to #6,546 crore,
dragged down by an excep-
tional item of #4,245 crore,
mainly on account of the im-
pact of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, inventory losses due
to fall in crude oil prices and
an incremental liability to-
wards licence fees.

Pro"tability from the com-
pany’s core businesses of re-
"ning, petrochemicals, oil
and gas fell while retail and
telecommunications o!set
some of the losses from oth-
er segments. 

RIL announced a rights is-
sue of #53,125 crore at #1,257
per share with the share ra-
tio pegged at 1:15.

Revenue fell 2.5% to
#1,51,209 crore but EBITDA

increased by 7.6% to #25,886
crore. Reliance Industries’
chairman and managing di-
rector Mukesh Ambani said,
“Our consumer businesses
further strengthened their
leadership positions and re-
corded robust growth on all
operating and "nancial pa-

rameters during the year.
Both Retail and Jio continue
to work towards providing
superior products and ser-
vices to Indian consumers.”

“We are fully committed
on our investment plans in
our consumer businesses
and new initiatives. We are at

the doorstep of a huge op-
portunity and our rights is-
sue and all other equity tran-
sactions will strengthen
Reliance and position us to
create substantial value for
all our stakeholders.

First in three decades
“The proposed rights Is-
suance will be the "rst by RIL
in three decades. The issue
will be structured as partly
paid shares and enable sha-
reholders to phase out the
outlay on their investment
over a period of time,” said a
company statement.

It added that the promo-
ters had con"rmed that in
addition to subscribing to
their aggregate entitlement
in full, they will also sub-
scribe to the entire unsub-
scribed portion. 

The company is expected
to complete the capital rais-

ing programme, totalling ov-
er #1.04 lakh crore, by Q1 of
the current "nancial year.
This includes the investment
by Facebook in Jio Platforms,
the upcoming rights issue
and the investment by Brit-
ish Petroleum in "scal year
2019-20.

On the $15 billion deal
with Saudi Aramco, the com-
pany said in its statement,
“In spite of the COVID-19 cri-
sis and the lockdowns, the
due diligence by Saudi Aram-
co for the planned invest-
ment in the O2C business is
on track as both parties are
committed and actively
engaged.”

The company had an out-
standing debt of #3,36,294
crore ($44.4 billion) com-
pared with cash and cash
equivalents of #175,259 crore
($23.2 billion) as on March
31, 2020.

RIL net drops 37% on virus, oil impact
Firm announces rights issue at !1,257 apiece, share ratio is 1:15; Aramco deal worth $15 billion on track

Special Correspondent

MUMBAI

The rupee extended its gain-
ing streak for the fourth con-
secutive session as it ended
the day with an apprecia-
tion of 57 paise against the
dollar, backed by steady in-
%ows and weakening of the
dollar.

After opening at 75.17 a
dollar compared to the pre-
vious close of 75.66, the ru-
pee appreciated to 74.94 be-
fore closing at 75.09 to a
dollar. 

According to currency
dealers, robust foreign fund
in%ows and positive mood
in the domestic equity seg-
ment aided the gain of the
currency, apart from weak-
ness in dollar. 

“Rupee ended at a one-
month high on Thursday as
overseas in%ows into stocks

rose on reports of a poten-
tial new treatment for CO-
VID-19 created a buzz and
boosted risk appetite, lead-
ing to rally in equities both
in the U.S, and Asia,” said Ja-
teen Trivedi, analyst at LKP
Securities. The dollar index
was trading 0.06% down at
99.50.

“The U.S. Federal Re-
serve kept key interest rates
unchanged, but hinted it
can [opt for] any measure to
contain the economy which
is why the dollar lost some
gains in the overnight ses-
sion in the U.S. Rupee has
gained strength very rapidly
from 77-75 in a matter of 7
trading sessions on the back
of major positive cues of
economic funding, CO-
VID-19 treatments, and few-
er cases in the last 10 days
globally,” Mr. Trivedi said.

Rupee gains for the
fourth straight session
New virus drug buzz spurs currency
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai

The Automotive Tyre Ma-
nufacturers Association
(ATMA) has urged the
Centre to come out with a
policy to addresses the ge-
nuine needs of the tyre in-
dustry with utmost urgen-
cy so that it would lead to
signi"cant increase in ex-
ports from India.

“Amid the new geo-pol-
itical warfare, China is fast
losing currency as the fac-
tory of the world. Led by
nations such as the U.S.
and Japan, the world is
keenly looking for alterna-
tives to China, for sourcing
a host of products,” said
K.M. Mammen, chairman
and managing director,
MRF Ltd., and chairman,
ATMA. This could be In-
dia’s moment to seize the
opportunity, as it had the
potential to lead the march
of manufacturing sector
globally in the new world
order, he said.

In this regard, ATMA
urged the Centre to ad-
dress two issues on urgent
basis — imposing curbs on
indiscriminate import of
tyres into India and mak-
ing available natural rub-
ber at internationally com-
petitive prices, through
reduced duties.

Asserting that a majority
of international vehicle
majors (OEMs) in India
have been rolling out mar-
quee models on India-
made tyres, he said it truly
represented ‘Make In In-
dia’ spirit.

ATMA seeks
policy for 
tyre industry 
Special Correspondent

Chennai 

Indian equity benchmarks
rose for the fourth consecu-
tive day on Thursday on the
back of strong global cues to
register the best monthly
gain in almost 11 years.

The 30-share Sensex, that
gained 1,167 points during
intra-day trades to touch a
high of 33,887.25, ended the
day at 33,717.62, up 997.46
points or 3.05%.

More importantly, the
benchmark Sensex rose
14.42% in April, which is the
highest monthly gain since
May 2009 when the 30-
share barometer had gained
28.26%. Incidentally, the sig-
ni"cant gains have come on
the back of a 23.05% fall in
March — the worst monthly
fall since October 2008. 

Meanwhile, the broader

Nifty gained 306.55 points,
or 3.21%, to settle the day at
9,859.90. Elsewhere in Asia,
the benchmarks of China,
Taiwan, Indonesia, Hong
Kong, South Korea and Sin-
gapore, among others, all
gained ground on Friday.

Investor optimism wit-
nessed renewed vigour after
reports surfaced about U.S.
pharmaceutical major Gi-
lead achieving a possible
breakthrough in testing for a
medicine to treat COVID-19.

The U.S. Federal Reserve
has committed to continue
its support to "ghting the
economic impact of the pan-
demic while keeping inter-
est rates at near zero. Fo-
reign portfolio investors net
bought almost #1,970 crore
while their domestic coun-
terparts net bought #579
crore on Thursday. 

Best monthly gain in Apr.
for Sensex in 11 years 
Possible virus drug adds to vigour
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

MUMBAI

Hindustan Unilever Limited
(HUL witnessed its March
quarter domestic sales de-
cline by almost 9.5%, one of
its worst-ever quarterly per-
formances, as discretionary
spends took a massive hit
amid the COVID-19 pandem-
ic and the ensuing national
lockdown.

Further, volume growth,
which denotes the actual
number of products that
consumers purchased, regis-
tered a decline of 7%.

For the quarter ended
March 31, 2020, income
from sales was pegged at
#8,885 crore as against
#9,809 crore in the year-ear-
lier period.

Net pro"t dipped margi-

nally to #1,519 crore from
#1,538 crore. Net pro"t for
FY20 rose 12% to #6,738
crore.

“The slowdown in the
market growth was visible in

the "rst two months of the
quarter, with greater decel-
eration in both discretionary
and rural,” said Srinivas Pha-
tak, CFO, HUL.

“The market slowdown

was exacerbated with the
outbreak, and the ensuing
national lockdown,” he
added.

Among the segment-wise
businesses of HUL, beauty
and personal care, the lar-
gest segment, fell 24% while
the food and refreshment
vertical declined 6.7%. The
homecare segment declined
4.34%.

Incidentally, the impact of
COVID-19 was clearly visible
as the company saw a jump
of almost 60 times in the
sales of hand sanitisers.

Meanwhile, the board
proposed a "nal dividend of
#14 per share which, when
combined with the interim
dividend of #11, would result
in a total dividend payout of
#25 per share for FY20.

Firm contends with lower consumer spend though sanitisers prove a bright spot

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

MUMBAI

HUL sales hit a rough patch, pro"t slips

Glenmark Pharmaceuticals
on Thursday said it had re-
ceived approval from the
Drug Controller General of
India (DCGI) to conduct clin-
ical trials of Favipiravir anti-
viral tablets on COVID-19 pa-
tients. 

The company said it was
geared to immediately begin
the exercise. “The clinical
trials will let us know the ef-
"cacy of this molecule on
COVID-19 patients,” execu-
tive vice-president – Global
R&D, Sushrut Kulkarni said. 

A generic version of Avi-
gan from Japanese "rm Fuji-
"lm Toyama Chemical Co,
Favipiravir has demonstrat-
ed activity against in%uenza
viruses. It has been ap-
proved in Japan for the treat-
ment of novel in%uenza vi-
rus infections. Multiple
clinical trials have been in-

itiated on COVID-19 patients
in China, Japan and in the
U.S.

Glenmark said that having
internally developed the ac-
tive pharmaceutical ingre-
dient (API) and the formula-
tions for the product, it had
"led for clinical trials with
the DCGI. The regulator gave
approval for conducting the
trial on mild to moderate pa-
tients. 

Strides exporting
Meanwhile, Strides Pharma
Science announced that it
had developed and commer-
cialised, and was exporting
the antiviral Favipiravir ta-
blets. 

With regard to the India
market, the company said it
would immediately apply to
Indian drug authorities to
commence necessary stu-
dies and make the drug
available to Indian patients

‘expeditiously’. 
Strides said the product is

currently being exported to
GCC (Gulf Cooperation
Council) countries to treat
patients under their treat-
ment programme for CO-
VID-19. The tablets were be-
ing manufactured at a
Strides facility in Bangalore
that can produce up to 6 bil-
lion units of solid orals an-
nually. Also, the company
has entered into a preferred
arrangement with a leading
Indian API manufacturer for
supplies of Favipiravir API.

CEO and MD R. Anan-
thanarayanan said Favipira-
vir had demonstrated posi-
tive outcomes in several
studies on COVID-19 pa-
tients. The drug has demon-
strated positive outcomes,
including a reduction in the
duration of COVID-19 and
improved lung conditions
for the patients.

Multiple trials initiated on patients in China, Japan and U.S. 

Special Correspondent

HYDERABAD 

DCGI nod to Glenmark for trials 
of Favipiravir on COVID-19 patients 

With bank credit registering
a signi"cant growth in
March,the biggest bene"ci-
aries are the non-banking "-
nancial companies (NBFC)
and the industry sector, a re-
port by the State Bank of In-
dia said.

“Credit to NBFC sector in
March expanded by a sharp
#1.15 lakh crore, the highest
in 147 months/ January
2008,” said the report, auth-
ored by Soumya Kanti
Ghosh, group chief econom-
ic adviser, SBI. 

Incremental credit to in-
dustry in March stood at
#1.34 lakh crore, which was
also a 147-month high. Credit
to micro, small and medium
enterprises were at a 24-
month high while infrastruc-
ture registered a 12-month
high growth.

“Even retail credit did not
perform too badly with the

March incremental growth
still higher than February,
even as economic activity
was nearly at a complete halt
in the second fortnight of
March,” the report said,
while adding that banks had
extended a substantial
amount of credit in the last
seven days of the year ended
March 2020, including both
term loans and working cap-
ital loans with companies
bracing to tide over the CO-
VID-19 crisis. 

Commenting on the cre-
dit growth for the "rst fort-
night of the current "nancial
year, which contracted by
#31,562 crore, the report
said a low decline in credit
growth is a sign that custom-
ers are using the limits judi-
ciously during these uncer-
tain times. 

In the last fortnight of the
previous "nancial year,
banks had disbursed #2.3
lakh crore, the re port said.

Bank credit to NBFCs
rises most since Jan. ’08
Firms received funds to tide over virus 
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai

In the "rst quarter of 2020,
India’s fast moving consum-
er goods (FMCG) industry
grew at 6.3% — across tradi-
tional trade, modern trade
and e-commerce — down
from 7% in the previous
quarter, largely due to the
e!ect of COVID-19 felt in the
month of March.

As per market research
"rm Nielsen, the initial two
months of the quarter — Ja-
nuary and February — saw
signs of recovery before the
COVID-19 pandemic impact
led to a fall in the growth
rate. “There were distinct
signs of recovery in January
and February, which is con-
sidered pre-COVID-19 for
the India market. The indus-
try clocked a growth of 7.5%
in January and February. 

This growth was signi"-
cantly impacted in March,
with the initial e!ect of CO-
VID-19 bringing growth
down to 4%. This led to a
slowing down of overall
growth for the quarter,” the
Nielsen report stated.

In terms of distribution of
growth across urban and ru-
ral markets, the study found
that smaller towns in India
with less than 10 lakh popu-
lation witnessed a signi"-
cant slowdown in March.

COVID-19 pulls down
FMCG growth: Nielsen
Sector sees major impact in March
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

MUMBAI

Heavy Industries Minister
Prakash Javadekar, who on
Thursday interacted with
leaders from the automobile
industry, said that the sector
needs to be brought “back
on wheels” even as the in-
dustry pitched for measures
to stimulate demand as well
as manufacturing.

The virtual meeting to dis-
cuss the plan to revive eco-
nomic activity post the na-
tionwide lockdown was
attended by industry leaders
including Maruti Suzuki In-
dia’s Kenichi Ayukawa and
Ashok Leyland’s Vipin Sond-
hi. Additionally, presidents
of the two auto industry bo-
dies — SIAM’s Rajan Wadhe-
ra and ACMA’s Deepak Jain —
were in attendance.

“This meeting was an im-
portant one because all the
captains gave the scenario...

This industry is very impor-
tant for India and we have to
bring this industry back on
its wheels,” the Minister
said.

Demand for GST cut
He added that the industry’s
demands included reduc-
tion in GST, employment
support, support for retail as
well as supply, and liquidity
support. “... naturally, after
what the industry has gone
through, they have put up

demands but they have also
given very good suggestions
such as batch testing before
workers rejoin duty, online
registration of new vehicles
and registration of BS-IV
vehicles sold in March.”

He said these suggestions
will now be discussed with
other Ministries. 

Speaking to The Hindu,
Mr. Kirloskar, also CII presi-
dent, said one of the things
industry highlighted was
that the supply and value
chains were integrated. “We
cannot build vehicles even if
one part is missing. Supply
chains are spread around In-
dia and a few parts of the
world… unless all is open, it
is di$cult to start produc-
tion.” He said on the de-
mand side, it was important
that dealerships be reo-
pened "rst. For, unless they
start selling, there won’t be
any demand.

Holds discussions on ways to bring the sector back on track

Yuthika Bhargava

NEW DELHI

Prakash Javadekar

Minister talks to auto captains

Ratings agency Crisil has
pegged the minimum "scal
support by the government
to counter economic losses
due to the lockdown at #3.5
lakh crore, excluding gua-
rantees that the Centre
mayprovide. This includes
the #1.7 lakh crore stimulus
that was announced by the
government earlier. 

Crisil, which has cut the
GDP growth projection to
1.8% for the current "nan-
cial year, said the forecast
assumed the e!ect of the
pandemic subsiding mate-
rially in the current quar-
ter, besides a normal mon-
soon, and minimum "scal
support of #3.5 lakh crore.

“We see a permanent
loss of around 4% of GDP.
Fiscal 2022 is likely to see a
V-shaped recovery at over
7% real GDP growth,”
Dharmakirti Joshi, chief
economist, Crisil, said. 

Crisil pegs
govt. support
at !3.5 lakh cr. 
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

MUMBAI

The RBI has extended the
bene"ts of the special li-
quidity facility for mutual
fund scheme to all the
banks, irrespective of
whether they avail funding
from the central bank or
deploy their own resources
under the scheme. 

Some of the bene"ts for
the loans extended under
the scheme include classi"-
cation of such investments
under the ‘held to maturi-
ty’, such exposures not be
reckoned under large ex-
posure framework. Expo-
sures under this facility
will not be reckoned under
the Large Exposure Frame-
work and also exempted
from banks’ capital market
exposure limits. There are
a number of mutual funds
sponsored by banks, and
these banks are providing
liquidity support to the
MFs from their own funds. 

MF scheme
bene"ts now
for all banks
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai

K.M. Mammen













































































National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) 
 
It is the implementation wing of  the National Council for Rejuvenation, Protection, and Management of  River 
Ganga also known as National Ganga Council (set in 2016; which replaced the NRGBA). 
NMCG was established in the year 2011 as a registered society. 
It has a two-tier management structure and comprises of  Governing Council and Executive Committee. 
The aims and objectives of  NMCG are: 
To ensure effective control of  pollution and rejuvenation of  the river Ganga by adopting a river basin approach 
to promote inter-sectoral coordination for comprehensive planning and management. 
To maintain minimum ecological flows in the river Ganga with the aim of  ensuring water quality and 
environmentally sustainable development. 
Ganga Manthan- It was a national conference that was held in 2014 to discuss issues and possible solutions for 
cleaning the river. The event was organized by the National Mission for Clean Ganga. 
In 2014, Clean Ganga Fund was also formed for cleaning up of  the Ganga, setting up of  waste treatment plants, 
conservation of  biotic diversity of  the river, and development of  public amenities (activities such as Ghat 
redevelopment, and Research and Development and innovative projects). This fund will also be used to finance 
National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG). 
In 2017, the National Green Tribunal banned the disposal of  any waste in the Ganga. 
Way Forward 
 
Suitable alternative arrangements for idol immersion must be made in an environmental-friendly manner in 
order to preserve and conserve both the religious beliefs & sentiments and the environment. 
The concerned authorities must ensure effective monitoring and strict enforcement of  the enacted rules and 
regulations. 
Even though the government has claimed that significant progress has been made, the data from the Central 
Pollution Control Board (CPCB) from earlier this year (2019) stated that water from River Ganga at several 
stretches is still unfit for direct drinking and bathing. So proper auditing and reporting must be done to take 
relevant actions.
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If one were to describe Rishi
Kapoor in a single phrase, it
would be the embodiment of
youth and romance. He de-
!ned love and all its proto-
cols for the Gen X in India.
An idea that, surprisingly, far
from getting frayed at the
seams, has been embraced
heartily by millennials and
Gen Z as well. Cool and retro-
cool have come to live happi-
ly ever after in the persona of
Rishi Kapoor.

Perhaps it has been so be-
cause the energy and liveli-
ness he brought to romance
was infectious and timeless.
It’s also the reason why it’s
hard to imagine him robbed
of it now. That too at the age
of just 67. He was full of life
even in the thick of his treat-
ment for leukaemia in the
United States in 2018.

For a young man be-
queathed with the enviable
Kapoor blood and genes,
Rishi was born into acting.
The evidence of which was
for all to see in his debut it-
self. Not the song ‘Pyaar hua
iqrar hua’ in his legendary
father Raj Kapoor’s Shree
420 (1955), when he was
barely three, but as the
young Raju later in Mera
Naam Joker (1970). It was a
complicated role, of a boy’s
deep infatuation with his
school teacher (played by Si-
mi Garewal) and he brought
alive the pain and anxieties
of unattainable love well
enough to bag the National
Award for the Best Child Ar-
tiste. 

It was the following !lm,
again by his father, Bobby
(1973), a quintessential Bolly-
wood romance, that un-
leashed him, along with Dim-
ple Kapadia, as heartthrobs
of the nation. The !lm came
to form a new template for
rebellious love. It was a love
across class barriers, a love

in which eloping was a way
of making a grand statement
against societal constric-
tions. It was all about break-
ing free. 

More of such youthful
!lms started piling up for
him in the 1970s and early
1980s — Rafoo Chakkar
(1975), Khel Khel Mein (1975),
Laila Majnu (1976), Kabhie
Kabhie (1976), Hum Kisise
Kum Naheen (1977), Sargam
(1979), Zamane Ko Dikhana
Hai (1981) and more. All of
them were marked by a zest-
ful musical score and cool
dancing moves that have
been rocking the dance "oor
till date. 

Wholesome package
For the Spartan, pre-liberali-
sation 1970s and 80s India,
his cinema would have been
a wholesome package of hea-

diness, abandon and reck-
lessness. It re"ected in his
own body language and the
colours and designs of the
trademark sweaters and muf-
"ers he wore while singing
and dancing with his lady
love against fetching back-
drops, in the hills, by the sea
and often abroad. These
!lms were dreamscapes in
which the audience could
live vicariously. Some even
tried to turn the aspirational
into attainable. Bollywood
screenwriter Ishita Moitra
tells me that one of the rea-
sons her mother agreed to
marry her father was be-
cause he was called Rishi.
Such was the delirious pas-
sion for him. 

Heady phase
His stand-out turns in this
heady phase were as Akbar
Ilahabadi in Manmohan De-
sai’s Amar Akbar Anthony
(1977), a lost and found !lm

about three brothers which
became a paean to the secu-
lar spirit of the nation. The
element of cool reached the
peak as music got mixed with
murder to serve the most en-
tertaining reincarnation saga
— Subhash Ghai’s Karz
(1980). As Monty, Rishi
strummed the guitar and
sang ‘Dard-e-dil’ and danced
to ‘Om Shanti Om’. The
young India did as well.

Late 1980s and 90s
marked the decline of those
romances. There were two
stand-out !lms that were
love triangles, in fact. One
had him and Kamal Haasan
vying for Dimple in her much
touted return Saagar (1985),
and Chandni (1989) in which
it was a !ght between him
and Vinod Khanna for Sride-
vi. Bol Radha Bol (1992), Da-
mini (1993) and Eena Meena
Deeka (1994) paved the way
for the character roles of the
2000s. In between, in 1999,

Rishi also turned to direction
with Aa Ab Laut Chalen.

Undervalued versatility
Cinema has way of often
creating neat demarcations.
It can box people in limiting
slots. So a mainstream star
may often get disregarded as
an actor, unfairly so. Rishi
Kapoor’s versatility and the
ability to transform was im-
mense and criminally under-
valued. If his debut wasn’t
radical enough, a few years
down the line came Ramesh
Talwar’s Doosra Aadmi
(1977) that looked at the tan-
talising possibility of a young
man-older woman relation-
ship. He played a man,
forced by tradition, to marry
his widowed sister-in-law He-
ma Malini in Sukhwant Dhad-
da’s Ek Chadar Maili Si
(1986), which was adapted
from a Rajendra Singh Bedi
novella. Raj Kapoor’s Prem
Rog (1982) made a progres-

sive call for widow remar-
riage. “I did o#beat !lms like
Doosra Aadmi and Ek Cha-
dar Maili Si back then, both
of which failed. I was stuck
with the identity of a lover
boy in colourful sweaters
singing songs in Ooty and
Switzerland. I wasn’t given
enough challenging roles,”
he said.

He also took easily to the
new ways, transitioning
seamlessly into character
roles and !lms made by a
new brigade of !lmmakers.
From Zoya Akhtar’s Luck By
Chance (2009) to Rakyesh
Omprakash Mehra’s Delhi 6
(2009) to Imtiaz Ali’s Love
Aaj Kal (2009), from Nikhil
Advani’s D-Day (2013) to Atul
Sabharwal’s Aurangzeb
(2013) and more recently as
the lascivious grandfather in
Shakun Batra’s Kapoor and
Sons (2016) and the patriarch
with a secular heart in Anub-
hav Sinha’s Mulk (2018). The

most scintillating of them all
was Habib Faisal’s real slice
of Delhi life — Do Dooni
Chaar (2010) — in which he
and wife Neetu returned to
the screen as the middle-
aged, middle-class Duggals
working hard to bring up
their two bright children. It
felt so lived in, as though
they hadn’t left the big
screen at all.

Social media stint
In his later years, he took just
as easily to the social media
as he did to the new !lmmak-
ers. Anushka Sharma intro-
duced him to Twitter and
Abhishek Bachchan revived
his long defunct account.
And so he started tweeting
with his characteristic blus-
ter, was blunt, forthright,
disagreeable and often politi-
cally incorrect and aggres-
sive in putting his views
across. 

I also got a glimpse of his
mercurial side once. It was
for the interview on his new
online avtaar that I What-
sApp-ed, him only to be re-
buked for not having appre-
ciated him in Kapoor and
Sons. However, within mi-
nutes, he seemed to have
cooled down and had me
come over the next day for
an interview. 

“I started acting when I
was 15. Now, I have played a
90-year-old in Kapoor &
Sons. I know you didn’t like
me in it, but it was important
for me as an actor to have co-
vered the entire spectrum,”
he told me. It was a wide-
ranging conversation con-
ducted over glasses of pudi-
na chhaas (mint buttermilk),
which he claimed was the
best I could get in Mumbai. I
couldn’t have agreed more.
What lingers on still is this
one line: “I am happy being
an abhineta (actor), not a ne-
ta (politician)… Acting gives
me a high”.

Rishi and the inheritance of romance 
Cool and retro-cool came to live happily ever after in the persona of the actor who embodied youthfulness

Namrata Joshi

MUMBAI

From the album: Rishi Kapoor, right, with wife Neetu Singh and son Ranbir Kapoor in a photo
dated September 3, 2013. * AFP

Virus forces
Hundred delay
LONDON

English cricket’s new
Hundred competition has
been delayed until 2021
because of the coronavirus
pandemic, it was announced
on Thursday. AFP

MULK | 2018BOBBY | 1973 AMAR AKBAR ANTHONY | 1977 EK CHADAR MAILI SI | 1986 KAPOOR & SONS | 2016

Sania nominated for 
Fed Cup Heart award 
NEW DELHI

Sania Mirza on Thursday
became the first Indian to be
nominated for the Fed Cup
Heart Award from the Asia/
Oceania zone. She recently
made a comeback to Fed Cup
tennis after four years, with
her 18-month son Izhaan
present in the stands. PTI

IN BRIEF

Nakamura, Caruana and
Liren make the last four
NEW DELHI

Hikaru Nakamura, Fabiano
Caruana and Ding Liren joined
Magnus Carlsen in the
semifinals of the $250,000
Magnus Carlsen online chess
tournament on Wednesday. 
Sixth round results: Hikaru
Nakamura (USA) bt Ding Liren
(Chn) 3-2; Fabiano Caruana
(USA) bt Maxime Vachier-
Lagrave (Fra) 2.5-1.5. 

Labuschagne gets CA
contract, Khawaja out
MELBOURNE

Marnus Labuschagne and Joe
Burns were rewarded for
their performances in Cricket
Australia’s annual player
contracts announced on
Thursday. Usman Khawaja
and Shaun Marsh missed out. 
PTI

Rishi Kapoor’s death was
mourned by the !lm
industry, as Lata
Mangeshkar, Amitabh
Bachchan and Karan
Johar called it the end of
an era of Hindi cinema,
recalling his jovial and
larger-than-life persona.

In a statement, his
family said that the actor
remained “determined to
live to the fullest right
through two years of
treatment across two
continents”. The actor
died at the age of 67 on
Thursday at H.N. Reliance
Hospital after a two-year-
long battle with
leukaemia. His last rites
were conducted at the
Chandanwadi
crematorium at Marine
Lines and was attended
by close family members.
On social media, daughter
Riddhima Kapoor Sahni
said Rishi Kapoor was her
“strongest warrior”.

Mr. Bachchan, a close
friend and frequent
collaborator of the actor,
was the !rst to break the
news on social media, but
deleted his tweet later.
They last acted together
in 102 Not Out (2018).

Actor Rajinikanth, who
worked with Rishi Kapoor
in Dosti Dushmani (1986)
said he was heartbroken.
Ms. Mangeshkar said the
actor’s passing away has
created a huge void in the
cinema industry. “It’s
really tough for me to
bear this pain,” she
tweeted.

Singer Asha Bhosle said
the actor was always by
her side but she could not
be with him in this hour
of grief. Filmmaker Habib

Faisal, who directed
Kapoor in Do Dooni
Chaar (2010), told The
Hindu that the actor was
keen on doing a sequel to
the !lm once. “He was
passionate about three
thing: !lms, food and
people,” said Mr. Faisal.

Filmmaker Nikhil
Advani, who worked with
Kapoor in D-Day told The
Hindu, “We were pretty
honest with each other
and I would call it a
unique friendship.”

Aamir Khan said that
the industry has lost one
of the greats today, who
was “100 percent a child
of cinema”. “You will be
badly missed Rishiji,” he
said. Madhuri Dixit said
working with the veteran
actor in !lms like
Yaarana (1981) and Prem
Granth (1996) was an
honour and that she was
“absolutely heartbroken”
with his demise.

Filmmaker Maneesh
Sharma, who directed
him in Shuddh Desi
Romance (2013) said, “He
was the oldest person on
set but the youngest at
heart. It was the biggest
pleasure for me when he
agreed to do that !lm,
and I was a fanboy
throughout the shoot.”

Film fraternity recalls
star’s jovial personality
‘Rishi had a larger-than-life presence’
Staff Reporter

Mumbai

Neetu Singh and Abhishek
Bachchan at Rishi Kapoor’s
funeral. * PTI

1952 - 2020

Subimal ‘Chuni’ Goswami —
the man who inspired India
to its most talked-about mo-
ment of football glory, gold
at the 1962 Asian Games in
Jakarta — is no more. The
footballer extraordinaire
breathed his last in a city
nursing home on Thursday
evening. He was 82.

The high point of India’s
presence in international
football came in the 1960s,
and it was Goswami’s leader-
ship that brought together a
group of outstanding players
who produced magic for the
team, which beat South Ko-
rea 2-1 in the !nal.

Extremely skilful
“I always called him ‘Cap-
tain’. There was a command-
ing [quality] about him that
made him the natural choice
as captain,” said Arun
Ghosh, the great defender of
the gold-winning team. “He
was extremely skilful as a
forward and most of our op-
ponents planned their stra-
tegies keeping Chuni da [el-
der brother] in mind. He
possessed the skill and inge-
nuity to beat any kind of
defence.”

According to statistics
available with the All India
Football Federation (AIFF),
Goswami represented India
in 36 o$cial international
matches, including 16 as cap-
tain. He scored 13 interna-
tional goals. He was ho-
noured with the Arjuna
Award in 1963 and the Pad-
ma Shri in 1983.

Goswami had spoken ma-
ny times of receiving an invi-
tation from prominent En-
glish club Tottenham
Hotspur to appear for trials. 

This came after news of
India’s win in Jakarta spread
far and wide. But Goswami
refused to travel. He was not

keen on leaving Mohun Ba-
gan, where he enjoyed im-
mense popularity as captain
and spent the entirety of his
career.

“It is sad to hear that Chu-
ni-Da, one of India’s greatest
footballers, is no more. He
will stay synonymous with

the golden generation of In-
dian football. Chuni-Da you
will remain alive in our
hearts,” said AIFF president
Praful Patel in a statement.

Darling of fans, peers

Goswami’s quick re"exes
and dribbling ability made
him the darling of both fans
and peers. “The stories
about his exceptional skill
which helped Mohun Bagan
win scores of titles have been
passed down through gener-
ations and make him so pop-
ular even now,” said Olym-
pian Samar Banerjee.

Football legend Chuni Goswami passes away
Led India to glory at the 1962 Asian Games; also captained Bengal in the Ranji Trophy 
Amitabha Das Sharma 

KOLKATA

Multifaceted: Chuni made his mark both as a brilliant
footballer and a quality cricketer. * FILE PHOTO: K.N. CHARI

“Chuni Goswami is a god
for me. He is de!nitely one
of the best footballers to
have played for the country.
The loss is irreparable,” said
former India captain and
Mohun Bagan stalwart Sub-
rata Bhattacharya.

A versatile sportsman,
Goswami captained the Ben-
gal cricket team to the Ranji
Trophy !nal in 1971-72 and
was awarded the Lifetime
Achievement Award by the
Cricket Association of Bengal
in 2012.

Goswami is survived by
his wife and son.

Sunil Gavaskar: Today is
a truly depressing day. First
Rishi (Kapoor) and now
Chuni da have left us. Both
champions and legends in
their craft. The world will
be the poorer for their
departure. 
Bhaichung Bhutia: It’s a
big loss for Indian football
in two-three months. First
PK Banerjee and now
Chuni Goswami. He was a
true sporting icon. 

He was the !rst
superstar of Indian
football.
Sunil Chhetri: We’ve lost
one of the leading lights of
Indian sport. Not too many
can boast of being top-
notch in two sports. You
played your part to the
fullest, rest well, Chuni sir.
Strength to the family.

Tulsidas Balaram
(part of the football
trinity with PK and
Chuni): I am really
shocked. First PK
Banerjee and now Chuni
is gone. We were very,
very good friends. We
had mutual respect. I
have so many fond
memories. I’m really not
in a frame of mind to
speak further.
S.S. Hakim (Olympics
teammate): I vividly
remember he played the
best against France in
the 1960 Games. India
may not see such great
footballers. They were
passionate about the
game, simple, humble
and gentlemen to the
core, who put national
pride ahead of anything. 

Greats pay tribute Bengal’s cricket fraternity
too mourned deeply at the
passing away of Chuni
Goswami.

Former Test cricketer Di-
lip Doshi said it was a privi-
lege to play with Goswami.
“He was India’s all-round
sportsman and there was
much to learn from him
about !tness and !ghting
spirit.

“His will to !ght the issue
out was infectious and as a
footballer and India’s cap-
tain as well, we learnt much
about !tness attitude from
him. He had a great sense of
humour which he used
timely to release the tension
in the dressing room. India

is poorer without such
icons,” said Doshi.

First Class cricketer Sa-
tyabrata Mukherjee, who al-
so played with Goswami, re-
membered the multifaceted
icon.

“He set examples for oth-
ers to follow. The best thing
about him was his tremen-
dous sense of humour.
Once, a Bengal batsman was
worried about the size of the
sightscreen and Chuni da
said, ‘Are you going to watch
the sightscreen or the ball?’

Former Bengal captain
Sambaran Banerjee hailed
Goswami as a natural ath-
lete. “He was equally good
in football, cricket and ten-
nis. He was always cheerful
and boosted youngsters.”

Bengal’s cricket family
fondly remembers Chuni

Long vigil ends: Chuni Goswami, being dismissed by 
Milind Rege, scored 96 and 84 for Bengal in the 1969 
Ranji Trophy !nal against Bombay. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

Y.B. Sarangi

KOLKATA

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































