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Extended lockdown will
!atten curve: Minister
CHENNAI

State Health Minister 
C. Vijayabaskar, in an
interview with The Hindu,

said the extended lockdown
would help the State step up
preventive measures in
containment zones and aid in
!attening COVID-19 curve. 
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Panel gives suggestions
on exit strategy
CHENNAI

The State government on
Friday received a set of
recommendations from its
17-member panel on the ‘exit
strategy’ from the lockdown.
Panel chief and Additional
Chief Secretary (Finance) 
S. Krishnan briefed Chief
Minister Edappadi K.
Palaniswami on the "ndings.
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T.N. has one lakh 
RT-PCR testing kits
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu’s COVID-19
testing "gures have been on
the rise in the last few weeks.
The State currently has a
stock of one lakh RT-PCR
(Reverse Transcription
Polymerase Chain Reaction)
testing kits in hospitals and
has placed an order for 4.5
lakh more, according to
Health department o#cials.
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The Ministry of Home A!airs
(MHA) on Friday issued new
guidelines allowing consid-
erable relaxations across
red, orange and green zones,
based on the evidence of CO-
VID-19 infection, even
though it extended the coun-
trywide lockdown till May 17. 

The lockdown, imposed
"rst on March 24 in the wake
of the COVID-19 pandemic,
was to end on May 3. 

The MHA asked local
authorities to ensure 100%
coverage of the Aarogya Setu
app among the residents in
the containment zones. The
National Directive for CO-
VID-19 management said use
of the Aarogya Setu applica-

tion is to be mandatory for
all employees, both private
and public and “it should be
the responsibility of the
head of organisation to en-
sure 100% coverage of this
App among the employees”. 

In green zones, buses can
operate with up to 50% seat-
ing capacity and bus depots
can operate with up to 50%
capacity, the MHA said.

In orange zones, taxis and
cab aggregators will be per-
mitted to ply with only one
passenger. Inter-district

movement of vehicles will be
allowed in orange zones for
permitted activities and cars
could have maximum two
passengers besides the driv-
er, and pillion riding will be
allowed on two-wheelers. 

In red zones, other than
the containment zones, priv-
ate cars will be allowed only
for permitted activities with
a maximum of two persons
other than the driver but no
pillion riders in two-wheel-
ers. Irrespective of zones,
however, all forms of other
public transport — air, rail,
metro and inter-State move-
ment by road — will remain
suspended except those al-
lowed in select cases.

Lockdown extended till May 17;
curbs stay on public transport 
Private cars, cabs to be allowed with fewer riders; buses with 50% commuters 

Special Correspondent

New Delhi 

Long wait ends: Migrant workers waiting on the IIT-Hyderabad campus to board a special train
early on Friday to return to their home State of Jharkhand. * MOHD ARIF
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Direct tax collection record-
ed a healthy growth in April
despite the nationwide lock-
down and grew by 36.6%. 

Data accessed by The Hin-

du showed that the net di-
rect tax collection for April
2020 was #34,780.4 crore as
compared to #25,466 crore
recorded in April 2019, a
jump of 36.6%.

Income tax collection in
April was #19,762.1 crore
while corporate tax collec-
tion was #14,608.1 crore.

The Central Board of Di-
rect Taxes (CBDT) had con-
vened a video-conference
on Friday with tax commis-
sioners to review the collec-
tion position during the lock-
down period. The collection
"gures of di!erent zones
were discussed during the
meeting. 

The department noted
the e!ort of the o$cers in
ensuring healthy growth of
tax collection in these test-
ing times. Among the zones,
Mumbai reported a massive
500% growth in net tax col-
lections, followed by Benga-
luru that reported 160%
growth. Delhi, at number
three, reported a 34%
growth in April.

Revised targets
The government is expected
to miss the direct tax collec-

tion target for the "nancial
year 2019-20. The revised es-
timate has pegged the target
for collection of direct taxes
for 2019-20 at #11.70 lakh
crore. The government had
collected over #7.52 lakh
crore as direct taxes till Janu-
ary 31.

Bleak forecast
In addition, the outlook for
indirect tax collection is also
bleak in the "rst few months
of the current "nancial year
due to the countrywide lock-
down. 

Some reports suggest that
GST collection in April and
May could decline drastical-
ly as the number of electron-
ic permits for transporting
goods are down 80% in
April. With the lockdown ex-
tended till May 17, tax collec-
tions are expected to remain
subdued. 

Direct taxes revenues defy
lockdown, jump 36.6% in April
Mumbai records 500% jump, followed by Bengaluru at 160% 

MANOJIT SAHA

MuMBAI

Automakers reported ne-
gligible or nil sales in April,
with the country under
lockdown due to the CO-
VID-19 outbreak.

The country’s largest
carmaker Maruti Suzuki In-
dia and Hyundai Motor In-
dia on Friday said they had
made zero dispatches to
domestic dealers.

Separately, associations
for auto component mak-
ers, manufacturers and
dealers on Friday request-
ed the Centre to allow re-
sumption of operations by
the entire value chain, in-
cluding service workshops.

In a submission to Home
Secretary Ajay Bhalla, they
reasoned that a vehicle ma-
nufacturer could not begin
operations if any supplier
was unable to undertake
production. 

Make full auto
value chain
functional: plea

Special Correspondent

New Delhi 
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The Union Health Ministry
on Friday listed 130 districts
in the country in the red
zone, 284 in the orange zone
and 319 in the green zone for
a week after May 3, ahead of
the extension of the second
phase of the nationwide
lockdown.

Under this classi"cation,
a district will be considered
under green zone if there
has been no con"rmed case
of COVID-19 so far or if there
is no reported case since last
21 days in the district. Red
zones are identi"ed based
on total active cases, dou-
bling rate of con"rmed cas-
es, extent of testing and dis-
trict feedback.

Maharashtra, Delhi and
Gujarat are among the States
with a heavy COVID-19 load
as per the list. 

The new classi"cation of
districts was announced fol-
lowing a video-conference
chaired by the Cabinet Se-
cretary on April 30 with the
Chief Secretaries and Health
Secretaries of the States. 

The classi"cation of dis-
tricts comes as the country
recorded 1,993 new cases of
COVID-19, taking the total to
35,365 with a recovery rate
of 25.37%. 

Since Thursday, 77 deaths
were reported, taking the to-
tal number of deaths to
1,152, the Ministry said.

The State Health Depart-
ments reported 1,182 deaths
with 25,074 active cases out
of a total of 35,555 cases.
Kerala did not report any
new case on Friday.

Identifying pockets
In a letter to the Chief Secre-
taries of all States and UTs,
Union Health Secretary
Preeti Sudan said, “It is im-

portant to ensure that we
identify pockets of critical
interventions for a focused
management of COVID -19 at
the "eld level”.

The list will be revised on
a weekly basis or earlier and
communicated to the States
for follow-up action, the let-
ter said.

Health Ministry identi"es
130 districts as red zones 
Bulk of areas in Maharashtra, Delhi and Gujarat fall in list
special correspondent

NEW DELHI 

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 8

The Railways on Friday be-
gan operating ‘Shramik Spe-
cial’ trains to transport mi-
grant workers, tourists,
pilgrims, students and oth-
ers stranded by the nation-
wide lockdown back to their
home States.

The decision follows re-
vised guidelines issued by
the Ministry of Home A!airs
(MHA) allowing the move-
ment of such people. Rou-
tine passenger trains have
remained suspended for al-
most 40 days in the wake of
the lockdown imposed in

March to contain the CO-
VID-19 outbreak.

Done on State’s request
Interestingly, the "rst such
special train to ferry about
1,200 migrants from Lin-
gampally (in Telangana) to
Hatia (in Jharkhand) started
its journey around 5 a.m. on
Friday, even before the
MHA guidelines were is-
sued. Terming it a “one-o!
special train”, a railways of-
"cial said this was done on
the request of the Telangana
government.

Railways run ‘Shramik
Specials’ to ferry stranded
Special Correspondent 

NEW DELHI

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 8

With Chennai remaining Ta-
mil Nadu’s COVID-19 epi-
centre, registering 176 of the
203 fresh cases on Friday,
the State government chose
to pay focused attention to
the capital city, appointing
senior IAS o$cer J. Radhak-
rishnan as Special Nodal Of-
"cer to coordinate issues re-
lating to the pandemic. Five
senior IPS o$cers will sup-
port him. 

With the 176 fresh cases,
the city’s tally of COVID-19
cases surpassed the 1,000-
mark. 

The State’s COVID-19 case
count stands at 2,526* (1,670
men and 856 women), of
which 1,183 are active cases. 

Health Minister C. Vijaya-
baskar said the maximum
number of samples were lift-

ed in Chennai. “We lifted
3,200 samples in the city, of
which 176 returned positive
for COVID-19,” he added. 

A 98-year-old man, who
was admitted to the Govern-
ment Medical College Hospi-
tal, Omandurar Estate, died

due to COVID-19 at 10.20
a.m. on Friday despite re-
ceiving intensive care at the
hospital. This took the CO-
VID-19 toll in the State to 28,
he said.

Among the 203 new cases
(117 men and 86 women),
Chengalpattu accounted for
eight cases, while Tiruvallur
had six. 

There were three patients
in Madurai, two each in Kan-
cheepuram and Thanjavur,
and one each in Ariyalur,
Cuddalore, Dindigul, Karur,
Nagapattinam and Villupu-
ram. 

Mr. Radhakrishnan, who
is currently Principal Secre-
tary and Commissioner for
Revenue Administration,
Disaster Management and
Mitigation, told The Hindu:
“We will try our best to work
hard to ensure that we are

able to get to a COVID-19-free
Chennai. We will work with
the entire team and the com-
mon people and work on
how to address this.”

He said suggestions and
inputs from o$cers will be
considered to tackle the
spread of COVID-19. A form-
er Health Secretary, he will
be supported by senior IPS
o$cers Mahesh Kumar Agar-
wal (in charge of Chennai
North Zone), Abash Kumar
(East Zone), Amaresh Pujari
(South Zone), Abhay Kumar
Singh (West Zone) and K.
Bhavaneeswari (Chennai
suburbs).

As on Friday, Chennai’s
cumulative tally of COVID-19
cases stood at 1,082, while
Chengalpattu accounted for
86 cases. 

Chennai remains hotspot with 176 new cases
To focus e!orts on city, govt. appoints J. Radhakrishnan as Special Nodal O"cer

A worker sprinkles bleaching
powder at a containment
zone in Chennai. * K. PICHUMANI

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 2
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TAMIL NADU

Another eight children, in-
cluding a two-year-old, have
tested positive in the State.
So far, a total of 150 children
aged 0 to 12, 2,110 persons in
the age group of 13 to 60 and
266 persons above 60 years
have tested positive for CO-
VID-19. The number of prim-
ary persons for whom inves-
tigation was under process
was 94 in the day’s count. 

With another 54 persons
discharged from hospitals,
the total number of persons
discharged across the State
is 1,312, according to the bul-

letin issued by the Directo-
rate of Public Health and
Preventive Medicine. 

The State’s recovery rate
of 54% was the highest in the
country, while the mortality
rate was maintained at 1.2%,
he said. The Health Minister
said that the State has so far
tested 1,29,363 samples, ac-
counting for 14% of the total
samples (9,02,684) tested in
the country till now. "Today
alone, we have tested 9,615
samples," he said. 

“We have been increasing
the testing facilities in a

phased manner. All laborato-
ries are functioning in three
shifts, round the clock," he
said. He added that a good
number of samples were be-
ing tested in all districts. "In
Chennai, we have so far test-
ed 33,819 persons, while
6,372 persons were tested in
Coimbatore, 6,081 persons
in Salem, and 5,450 persons
in Madurai. In Dharmapuri,
which is in the orange zone,
we have tested 2,174 per-
sons,” he said.

One more private labora-
tory — Meenakshi Labs in

Madurai — was approved for
COVID-19 testing. With this,
there are 34 testing facilities
in the government and 12 fa-
cilities in the private sector.
As on date, 2,013 persons
with suspected symptoms of
COVID-19 were admitted to
hospitals. A total of 33,184
persons were in home qua-
rantine and 40 in govern-
ment quarantine facilities. 

(*This is inclusive of two
deaths cross-noti!ed to oth-
er States and one patient
who died after testing nega-
tive for the infection)

Chennai remains hotspot with 176 new cases 

FROM PAGE ONE

Health Minister C. Vijaya-
baskar in an interview with
The Hindu on Friday says
the extended lockdown will
help Tamil Nadu intensify
preventive measures in its
COVID-19 containment
zones. Excerpts:

What does the extended
lockdown mean for Tamil
Nadu in its battle against
COVID-19?
! It will certainly help in a
more focused approach in
preventing the spread of
COVID-19. We will intensify
preventive measures in con-
tainment areas and create
more awareness among pe-
ople on the safety protocol.
Physical distancing is key. I
am sure that the extended
lockdown will help in !at-
tening the curve in Tamil
Nadu.

What steps are being taken
to increase green zones?
! Presently, Krishnagiri
alone is in the green zone.
But many districts have not
seen fresh cases for many
days. No new case has been
reported in The Nilgiris in
the last 19 days. Kanniyaku-
mari, Erode and Vellore
have not had fresh cases in
the last 16, 15 and 13 days,
respectively. The focus will
be on taking e"ective mea-
sures to prevent the spread
and classify these districts
as orange and then green
zones. There are many
more districts where no
new cases were reported for

over a week. The Chief Mi-
nister is also monitoring
and reviewing the situation
on a daily basis and giving
instructions accordingly. 

What is the status on contact
tracing of patients?
! We have done extensive
contact tracing by adopting
a scienti#c approach, as
done in some developed
countries. Thousands of
such contacts were quaran-
tined for a minimum 4 days.

What are the common
symptoms of patients in
Tamil Nadu? How is the
prognosis and recovery rate
?
! At least 90% patients are
asymptomatic. Tamil Nadu

has the highest recovery
rate of 57% in the country.
Doctors are saying that the
prognosis is very good. Of
the 1,800-odd positive pa-
tients in government hospi-
tals, not even one is in a ven-
tilator. A majority of them
will be discharged soon. Ag-
gressive testing even in
green zones is one way of
identifying asymptomatic
persons.

Did the ‘intensi!ed
lockdown’ in major cities,
including Chennai, help?
! It was done to prevent the
spread of cases, particularly
in Chennai. We believe the
lockdown helped minimise
the spread in red zones.
Cases in the last two days in
Chennai mostly came from
localities that were already
declared containment
areas. We will be able to
bring down the number
drastically in a few days. 

How is the T.N. strategy
di"erent from other States?
! We are at the forefront in
testing, treatment protocol
and recovery. We account
for 14% of the 9.02 lakh sam-
ples tested in India. We have
tested 165 samples per lakh
population — much better
than States like Maharash-
tra, with a higher
population.

Health professionals are
suggesting developing herd
immunity…
! Our approach to manag-
ing COVID-19 is guided by
the strategy devised by a
high-level expert team and
infectious diseases experts
like Dr. V. Ramasubrama-
nian. At every stage, we con-
sult these experts on how to
handle situations. We have
made an appeal to senior ci-
tizens and people with co-
morbid symptoms to strict-
ly remain indoors. That the
comprehensive COVID-19
management strategy will
ultimately lead to herd im-
munity is my belief. 

INTERVIEW | C. VIJAYABASKAR

‘Extended lockdown will help
!atten the curve in Tamil Nadu’ 
Govt. will intensify preventive measures in containment areas: Health Minister

S. Vijay Kumar

Chennai

<> We have done
extensive contact
tracing by
adopting a
scienti!c
approach, as done
in some
developed
countries

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has come out with
fresh guidelines for issuing
e-passes to move within dis-
tricts, between districts and
outside the State. 

The government has
mandated that any person
arriving in Tamil Nadu from
other States will have to be
under home quarantine for
14 days.

The government has set
up a website
https://tnepass.tnega.org,
where those seeking passes
can apply. The portal will be
accessible through mobile
phones as well.

The website enables indi-
viduals and organisations to
apply for e-passes for move-
ment of people or em-
ployees. 

The government will be
issuing three types of passes
— intra-district (within a dis-
trict), inter-district (outside
a district) and inter-State
(outside Tamil Nadu).

‘Inform about arrival’
Passes will be issued only
for marriages (only for close
relatives), funerals and med-

ical emergencies. Those ar-
riving from outside Tamil
Nadu should call and inform
1070 about their arrival.
They will have to con#rm
that they have not come into
contact with any COVID-19
patient for the past 15 days.

Passes will also be issued
to self-employed skilled ser-
vice providers like plum-
bers, electricians, carpen-
ters and others. 

Movement of employees
For industries and compa-
nies, passes can be applied
for movement of their em-
ployees. 

Organisations will need
to upload their GST/RoC re-
gistration certi#cate/Udyog
Aadhaar as proof, must fol-
low the standard operating
procedure as detailed along
with any other orders issued
by the government, and de-
tails of vehicles permitted
for transporting employees. 

All passes will have a QR
code. The State has also set
up a State e-pass control
room in Chennai and can be
contacted on the toll free
number 1-800-425-1333,
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. on all
days.

Government issues new
guidelines for e-passes 
Mandatory quarantine for ‘outsiders’
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

Mobile veterinary service of-
fered by the Animal Husban-
dry Department has come to
the aid of horses and temple
elephants, among other ani-
mals, in Tamil Nadu, during
the COVID-19 lockdown.

“Horses and temple ele-
phants are brought under
departmental care and they
are attended to on their pre-
mises. Mobile services are al-
so organised in villages,” said
Dr. K. Gopal, principal secre-
tary, Animal Husbandry
Department.

Veterinarians immediate-
ly attend to conditions like
colic in horses and foot pro-
blems in elephants and the
Department has also accord-

ed priority to sheep and
goats as they are prone to
endo-parasites.

The department has or-
ganised mobile services in
villages and veterinary assis-
tant surgeons tour the area
of operation, along with re-

quired supporting sta". The
veterinary services continue
to be provided at veterinary
institutions as well as at the
farmers’ doorsteps, since
farmers were reluctant to
present their livestock to ve-
terinary institutions. “The

Department is providing the
entire gamut of services at
doorsteps of farmers. Breed-
ing services both by veteri-
narians, para-veterinarians
and Maitri workers are pro-
vided,” Dr. Gopal said.

Besides ensuring udder
and reproductive health of
the cattle, conducting gy-
naecological interventions,
handling medical emergen-
cies, arranging green fodder
for the cattle, the general
health of the livestock is also
being taken care of regularly.

“Mobile medical ambu-
lances available in districts
are attending to emergencies
in remote areas. A tollfree
number 1962 provides con-
nectivity to ambulance ser-
vice,” he added.

Elephants, horses get much-needed care
Animal Husbandry Department provides mobile veterinary service 

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

Veterinarians attend to conditions like colic in horses and
foot problems in elephants. 

The Tamil Nadu Civil Sup-
plies Corporation (TNCSC)
has procured nearly 2.2 lakh
tonnes of paddy since the
imposition of the lockdown
in March, according to a se-
nior o$cial in the Food
Department.

The produce has been
procured by paying around
%415 crore to about 29,000
farmers. 

Over the last seven
months, the Corporation
has obtained approximately
21.9 lakh tonnes of paddy
from over 3.66 lakh farmers,
who have been paid about
%4,128 crore.

In addition, regulated
markets, which broadly
come under the control of
the State Agriculture De-
partment, have been trad-
ing, on an average, 2,400
tonnes of paddy, every day.

Farming activity
As for agricultural activity in
the last one and odd
months, harvesting of agri-
cultural crops has been car-
ried out over about 3.32 lakh
hectares, of which pulses
account for about 1.13 lakh
hectares, paddy- 92,620
hectares and millets- 63,054
hectares. 

Around 45,000 hectares
of area have been sown with
paddy, covering around
26,886 hectares.

To ensure that farmers
get an uninterrupted supply
of fertilisers, all 4,410 shops,
run by primary agricultural
cooperative societies, and
80% of 7,860 private shops
are being kept open. So far,
81,850 kg of urea have been
sold during the lockdown
through fertiliser mobile
vehicles, pointed out an o$-
cial in the Agriculture
Department.

To maintain a steady sup-
ply of rice through the pu-
blic distribution system
(PDS) over the next few
months, the TNCSC has got

a stock of rice to the tune of
about 9 lakh tonnes, equiva-
lent to three months’ re-
quirements. Besides, it has
been lifting the State’s allot-
ment of rice from the Food
Corporation of India, regu-
larly. 

The Corporation also has
an adequate stock of tur dal,
edible oil and sugar to be
distributed to about 2.07
crore ration cardholders in
the next three months.

Unorganised workers
Construction workers, mi-
grant labourers and those
employed by other consti-
tuents of the unorganised
sector were provided
around 24 lakh kits, each
containing 15 kg of rice, 1 kg
of tur dal and 1 litre of edible
oil during the lockdown,
thanks to combined e"orts
of the Labour Department
and the TNCSC, said a Food
Department o$cial.

On the status of E-thot-
tam, a home delivery ser-
vice of vegetables and fruits
by the Horticulture Depart-
ment, the Agriculture De-
partment o$cial said that a
maximum of 2,000 orders
can only be handled in a
day. 

Now the services of Zo-
mato, a private online deliv-
ery platform, too have been
roped in. 

"415 crore paid to 29,000 farmers

T. RAMAKRISHNAN

CHENNAI

To maintain a steady 
supply of rice, the TNCSC
has got a stock of 9 lakh
tonnes of rice. 

2.2 lakh tonnes of
paddy procured
during lockdown

Tamil Nadu’s COVID-19 test-
ing #gures have been on the
rise in the last few weeks.
The State currently has a
stock of one lakh RT-PCR
(Reverse Transcription Po-
lymerase Chain Reaction)
testing kits in its hospitals
and has placed an order for
4.5 lakh more, according to
o$cials of the Health
Department.

The number of samples
being tested has increased,
with the number of samples
being tested in a day cross-
ing 9,000 in the last two
days. In Chennai alone, over

3,000 samples are being
tested a day. 

Phased arrival
The State has so far tested
1,29,363 samples. “We have
placed orders for 4.5 lakh
more kits, and the order is
expected to arrive in a
phased manner. Of this, two
lakh is expected on Mon-
day,” an o$cial of the Health
department said. 

“One kit, with a PCR
probe and RNA extraction
tool, is for one RT-PCR test,”
he said. An o$cial said that
the Chennai Corporation
was planning to scale up
testing in the coming days. 

T.N. places order for 
4.5 lakh RT-PCR testing kits
State has one lakh kits in stock
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

On a day when the Union go-
vernment announced exten-
sion of the COVID-19 lock-
down for two more weeks,
the State government re-
ceived a set of recommenda-
tions from its 17-member pa-
nel on the “exit strategy”
from the lockdown.

The panel’s chief and Ad-
ditional Chief Secretary (Fi-
nance) S. Krishnan met
Chief Minister Edappadi K.
Palaniswami and reportedly
briefed him on the broad
contours of the #ndings of
the team’s study.

Earlier, the team held
consultations with experts
and other stakeholders. Mr.
Palaniswami held consulta-
tions with industrialists on
April 23 and assured them
that he would consider their
concerns and requests.

A source in the State go-
vernment said that there
won’t be any contradictions
between what the Govern-
ment of India says and the
State government does with
regard to relaxations. “Even
in the April 15 Government
of India order, they said that
except in containment
zones, in hotspot districts
too industries can operate,”
the source said.

“It (T.N. decision) will be
within the overall scope (of
the GoI’s guidelines). All of
GoI’s orders so far have been
— this is the outside limit of
how far you can go but you
need not give as much free-
dom as we are asking to
(but) you cannot go beyond
those orders,” he said.

States have been empo-
wered to make the condi-

tions more stringent than
what they are. Industry
sources expect the govern-
ment to allow industrial ac-
tivity in a staggered manner
even in the red zone, outside
of the containment area. 

In the containment zone,
no movement or activity will
be allowed, an industry re-
presentative in the know of
the development said. Ho-
wever, the government
source made it clear that

lockdown conditions would
continue for certain districts
such as Chennai and its
neighbouring districts.

S. Vasudevan, joint secre-
tary, Tamilnadu Small and
Tiny Industries Association,
suggested that a whole dis-
trict could not be classi#ed
as a red zone. “You have to
further divide it ward-wise
and only in the containment
area the industrial activities
should not be allowed. We
had suggested that indus-
trial estates which are locat-
ed outside the city should be
allowed to operate.”

Exit strategy to be in
tune with Centre’s plan
Expert panel hands in recommendations to State govt. 
T.K. Rohit
Sanjay Vijayakumar 

Chennai

The Cabinet, scheduled to
meet on Saturday morn-
ing, is likely to consider giv-
ing substantial relief on
lockdown conditions to ru-
ral areas.

The reason is obvious —
rural parts of the State have
reported a total of 283 CO-
VID-19 cases.

Of 12,575 village pan-
chayats in 388 blocks or
panchayat unions, 156 vil-
lage panchayats in 115
blocks have only reported
cases. As of now, there are
only 110 active cases, while
171 patients have been dis-
charged, and two deaths
have been reported. The
active cases are spread ov-
er 80 panchayats of 61 pan-
chayat unions.

Conscious of these facts,
the State government has
been receiving suggestions
from di"erent quarters on
why the rural parts of the
State should not be treated
separately from urban
areas, even while sticking
to norms of physical dis-
tancing, standard operat-
ing procedure and the
Centre’s guidelines.

Even though the Centre,
in mid April, gave nod to
States for resuming a num-
ber of activities from April
20, the State government
chose to con#ne itself to se-
lect activities. 

Just as the rural parts of
the State, non-contain-
ment zones in several dis-
tricts are likely to get simi-
lar treatment. The Centre
is said to have conveyed to
the State government that
it is up to the latter to iden-
tify non-containment
zones, even as the classi#-
cation of districts as ‘red’,
‘orange’ and ‘green’ will
continue. 

Cabinet may
examine relief
for rural areas 
T. RAMAKRISHNAN

CHENNAI

Taxation in India 
 
The India Constitution is quasi-federal in nature, and the country has three tier government structure. 
 
To avoid any disputes between the centre and state the Constitution envisage following provisions regarding 
taxation: 
 
Division of  powers to levy taxes between centre and state is clearly defined. 
There are certain taxes which are levied by the centre, but their proceeds are distributed between both centre 
and the state. Example- Union Excise Duty. 
There are certain taxes which are levied by the centre, but their proceeds are transferred to the states. 
Example-Estate duty on property other than agriculture income. 
There are certain taxes which are levied by the central government, but the responsibility to collect them is 
vested with the states. Example- Stamp Duty other than included in the Union List. 
There are certain taxes which are levied by the states, and their proceeds are also kept by states. Example: 
Erstwhile VAT 
 
The most important direct tax from the point of  view of  revenue is personal income tax and corporation tax. 
 
Income Tax: 
 
Income tax is levied on the income of  individuals, Hindu undivided families, unregistered firms and other 
association of  people. 
In India, the nature of  income tax is progressive. 
For taxation purpose income from all sources is added and taxed as per the income tax slabs of  the individual. 
 
Corporation Tax 
 
Corporation tax levied on the income of  corporate firms and corporations. 
For taxation purpose, a company is treated as a separate entity and thus must pay a separate tax different 
from personal income tax of  its owner. 
Companies both public and private which are registered in India under the companies act 1956 are liable to 
pay corporate tax. 
The Budget 2017-18 proposed following tax structure for domestic corporate firms: 
For the Assessment Year 2017-18 and 2018-19, a domestic company is taxable at 30%. 
For Assessment Year 2017-18, the tax rate would be 29% where turnover or gross receipt of  the company does 
not exceed Rs. 5 crores in the previous year 2014-15. 
However, for Assessment year 2018-19, the tax rate would be 25% where turnover or gross receipt of  the 
company does not exceed Rs. 50 crores in the previous year 2015-16. 
Tax on Wealth and Capital 
 
Estate Duty: First introduced in 1953. It was levied on the total property passing on the death of  a person. The 
whole property of  the deceased person constituted his wealth and is liable for the tax. The tax now stands 
abolish w.e.f  1985. 
 
Wealth Tax: First introduced in 1957. It was levied on the excess of  net wealth (over 30,00,00,0 @ 1 percent) of  
individuals, joint Hindu families and companies. Wealth tax has been a minor source of  revenue. The tax now 
stands abolish wef  2015. 
 
Gift Tax: First introduced in 1958. The gift tax was levied on all donations except the one given by the 
charitable institution’s government companies and private companies. The tax now stands abolished wef  
1998. 
 
Capital Gain Tax: Ay profit or gain that arises from the sale of  the capital asset is a capital gain. The profit 
from the sale of  capital is taxed. Capital Asset includes land, building, house, jewellery, patents, copyrights 
etc. 
 
Short-term capital asset – An asset which is held for not more than 36 months or less is a short-term capital 
asset. 
Long-term capital asset – An asset that is held for more than 36 months is a long-term capital asset. 
From FY 2017-18 onwards – The criteria of  36 months has been reduced to 24 months in the case of  
immovable property being land, building, and house property. 
For instance, if  you sell house property after holding it for a period of  24 months, any income arising will be 
treated as long-term capital gain provided that property is sold after 31st March 2017. 
But this change is not applicable to movable property such as jewellery, debt oriented mutual funds etc. They 
will be classified as a long-term capital asset if  held for more than 36 months as earlier. 
 
Tax on long-term capital gain: the Long-term capital gain is taxable at 20% + surcharge and education cess. 
Tax on the short-term capital gain when securities transaction tax is not applicable: If  securities transaction 
tax is not applicable, the short-term capital gain is added to your income tax return, and the taxpayer is taxed 
according to his income tax slab. 
Tax on the short-term capital gain if  securities transaction tax is applicable: If  securities transaction tax is 
applicable, the short-term capital gain is taxable at the rate of  15% +surcharge and education cess.
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Police Commissioner
inspects Koyambedu
CHENNAI

City Police Commissioner 
A.K. Viswanathan visited the
Koyambedu Wholesale
Market on Friday to ensure
arrangements are in place for
traders to maintain physical
distancing to prevent
COVID-19. 

IN BRIEF

IIT-M professor wins
Nikkei Asia prize
CHENNAI

T. Pradeep, a faculty in the
Chemistry Department of
Indian Institute of
Technology, Madras, was
honoured with the Nikkei Asia
Prizes 2020 in the science
and technology category for
contributing to the region’s
sustainable development. 

HC denies bail to rioters
who violated lockdown
CHENNAI

The Madras High Court has
refused to grant anticipatory
bail to nine individuals who
were accused of indulging in
rioting and other criminal
offences at Tondiarpet here
on April 9 when a nationwide
lockdown was in force to
fight COVID-19.

CREDAI Chennai Chapter
gets new president 
CHENNAI

The Confederation of Real
Estate Developers'
Associations of India
(CREDAI) - Chennai has
elected Padam Dugar as its
president for the next two
years starting April 2020. 
He took charge on April 1,
2020.

Timings

CHENNAI

SATURDAY, MAY. 02

RISE 05:48 SET 18:24

RISE 13:34 SET 01:37

SUNDAY, MAY. 03

RISE 05:48 SET 18:25

RISE 14:31 SET 02:26

MONDAY, MAY. 04

RISE 05:47 SET 18:25

RISE 15:30 SET 03:13

MUSIC DANCE DRAMA

SRI THYAGA BRAHMA GANA
SABHA (REGD.), VANI
MAHAL, Ph: 28152166 

All our Sabha programmes for
May 2020 stand cancelled in
view of COVID - 19 situation.
The last date for renewal of
membership for the year 2020-
2021 will be 30th May, 2020.
Members may drop their
Cheques with details of Name &
Membership No. in the Box kept
at the sabha premises. GST Not
applicable on subscription.

CINEMA ! ARTS ! EVENTS

Chennai is witnessing a spike
in COVID-19 cases over the
last one week. On the one
hand, the four government
hospitals in the city are !ll-
ing up fast, while on the oth-
er, arrangements are on to
increase bed strength and si-
multaneously establish insti-
tutional quarantine for sta-
ble patients.

In the last !ve days, 558
persons have tested positive
in Chennai. The city has four
designated COVID-19 facili-
ties in the government sector
— Rajiv Gandhi Government
General Hospital (RGGGH),
Government Stanley Medical
College Hospital, Govern-
ment Kilpauk Medical Col-
lege (KMC) Hospital and Go-
vernment Medical College
Hospital, Omandurar Estate. 

An o"cial of the Health
Department said as of now,
there was adequate bed ca-
pacity for COVID-19 patients
in Chennai. “Both RGGGH
and Omandurar Hospital

have around 150 patients
each. Each of these hospitals
have a capacity of 500 beds.
This means the remaining
350 beds are vacant. KMC
has around 200 positive pa-
tients. Already, work is un-
der way to create institution-
al quarantine facilities
including at a Er college
close to KMC,” he said. 

The Government Stanley
Medical College Hospital has
around 175 patients (as on
Friday morning). Authorities
said they were gradually in-
creasing the bed strength
and will have 400 beds in a

week. O"cials said KMC was
running out of beds and also
faced a space crunch as it
was catering to a large sec-
tion of regular patients too. 

‘KMC at full capacity’
“The hospital receives about
700 outpatients, and an
equal number of in-patients
everyday. It is running to its
full capacity. The hospital
has an exclusive burns ward
that has to be functional,
and is conducting more de-
liveries than its usual num-
bers. Its paediatrics unit is al-
so fully functional,” an

o"cial said. In fact, a few
days ago, 55 positive patients
were admitted to the hospi-
tal on a single day. 

This is why segregating
COVID-19 patients as per
their condition, and keeping
beds in hospitals for those
who require medical atten-
tion is crucial, doctors say. 

“As per the Indian Council
of Medical Research guide-
lines, patients who are
asymptomatic, stable,
healthy and with no active
illness can be shifted to insti-
tutional quarantine and kept
under the supervision of
doctors. We have found that
less than 10% of the patients
are symptomatic. So, we can
safely shift at least 50% of pa-
tients to institutional qua-
rantine. This can include
persons with no fever and
clear chest X-ray or CT scan,”
an o"cial explained.

This, he added, would
make space for patients in
need of hospital care, spe-
cialist intervention and in-
tensive care.

Govt. hospitals !lling up fast,
bed strength to be increased 
Stable patients will soon be shifted to institutional quarantine

Serena Josephine M.

CHENNAI

Kilpauk Medical College Hospital’s burns ward and paediatric
unit are still fully functional, say o!cials. * B. VELANKANNI RAJ

The Chennai Corporation
will start shifting those vul-
nerable to COVID-19, includ-
ing pregnant women and se-
nior citizens, from
containment zones, Corpo-
ration Commissioner G. Pra-
kash said. 

Speaking to mediaper-
sons on Friday, he said the
civic body has compiled data
on such persons in each
street. According to esti-
mates, over 2 lakh persons
in the city are likely to be
classi!ed as vulnerable.
There were a higher number
of cases in north Chennai
because of the intense popu-
lation density in these areas,
he added.

“Volunteers have to play a
key role in helping such resi-
dents in containment zones.
There will de!nitely be a tur-
naround in 10 days,” Mr. Pra-
kash said.

Mr. Prakash said the civic
body will recruit 500 sani-
tary inspectors in three
days. “The city has 100 va-

cancies in sanitary inspec-
tors’ posts. The work will be
outsourced to 500 sanitary
inspectors educated from in-
stitutions such as Gandhi-
gram University,” Mr. Pra-
kash said.

Stressing on the need for
special disinfection drives in
areas such as Tondiarpet,
Royapuram, Thiru Vi Ka Na-
gar and Ayanavaram, Mr.
Prakash said the Chennai
Corporation has started us-
ing additional vehicles to
disinfect these areas. 

“We have noticed a reduc-
tion of cases in containment
zones. In Chennai’s south-
ern region, we have released
areas from the list of con-
tainment zones after cases

have not been reported for
28 days,” he said.

Mr. Prakash ordered the
relaxation of restrictions in
seven locations where resi-
dents tested positive for CO-
VID-19. Streets in Royapu-
ram, Teynampet, Adyar,
Perungudi and Sholinganal-
lur have been removed from
the list on Friday. 

At least 20 more locations
are likely to be released from
the list by the end of next
week. 

“Chennai Corporation
has identi!ed 19 civic em-
ployees who have tested
positive for COVID-19. This
will not increase in the fu-
ture. At least 35,000 persons
are at work, containing the
spread of COVID-19 in Chen-
nai. We have procured per-
sonal protective equipment.
We are going in the right di-
rection,” Mr. Prakash said.

The Corporation will in-
voke the provisions of the
District Disaster Manage-
ment Act to take any proper-
ty for the development of
quarantine spaces, he said.

Over 2 lakh in city likely to be classi!ed under category

Aloysius Xavier Lopez 

CHENNAI

Corpn. to shift out vulnerable
groups from containment zones

<> Volunteers have to
play a key role in
helping such
residents. There
will de!nitely be a
turnaround in 10
days

G. Prakash

Corporation Commissioner

On Thursday, 17 healthcare
professionals of the ESIC
hospital in K.K. Nagar com-
plained that they were sent
for testing for COVID-19 in-
fection to a Corporation test-
ing centre, and were ap-
palled at the way things were
being handled there. 

They felt that they might
have had fresh exposure to
the virus, due to the casual
manner in which the tests
were done. 

The doctors were report-
edly sent for the test after it

was discovered that an
anaesthetist had come in
contact with a relative who
had tested positive.

Segregation of patients
At the Corporation Centre in
Virugambakkam, they were
made to wait despite having
an appointment but the
shocker was when they dis-
covered there was no segre-
gation for symptomatic pa-
tients who were also there
for a test.

A section of the hospital
sta# said though the ESI hos-
pital has a well-equipped

ENT Department which
could conduct the tests, it
has not been designated for
COVID-19 treatment.

Meanwhile health o"cials
said there was no compul-
sion on anyone to visit a pu-
blic health care facility, they
could test at private clinics
or private hospitals too if
they so wished. 

On Friday, ESIC hospital’s
Dean Sowmya Sampath
urged the doctors to meet
her in person “in small num-
bers”, and that she would
try to “facilitate things” for
them.

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

‘Testing centre not following guidelines’

With a 26-year-old Chennai Cor-
poration conservancy worker,
residing in Perumbakkam Tamil
Nadu Slum Clearance Board
(TNSCB) tenements, testing posi-
tive for COVID-19, residents want
doorstep delivery of rations and
su"cient medicines in the Prim-
ary Health Centre.

“This is the !rst case in the re-
settlement colony. After the
worker tested positive, we have
tested all the residents in the
block. We have to check how ma-
ny more people he came in con-
tact with,” said a health o"cial
from Chengalpattu. 

There are more than 18,000
families in the TNSCB tenements
in Perumbakkam. Most of them
are daily wage earners and dom-
estic helps. “All the houses are
located very close to each other.
The government should be on its

toes to prevent rapid spread of
the virus in the locality,” said a
resident.

Soon after the man tested pos-
itive, policemen were deployed
in the locality and the health de-
partment sta# started disinfect-
ing the area. The TNSCB o"cials
said that they would be disinfect-
ing all the blocks twice a day.
“Entry into the block has been
barricaded,” said a police o"cer.

Urgent need
“There is an urgent need to pro-
vide rations to our homes as ma-
ny people have started running
out of essentials. Initially, NGOs
and volunteers provided relief.
Now, no one provides. Getting
vegetables has become di"cult,
we just survive on dhal and rice,”
a resident said.

The residents also want the lo-
cality’s PHC to be well stocked
with medicines. 

Resident of Perumbakkam
TNSCB tenements tests positive 
Vivek Narayanan

CHENNAI

Chengalpattu to start
door-to-door inspection
CHENNAI

The Chengalpattu district
administration has worked
out an intensive inspection
plan for preventing COVID.
Field workers will be
assigned for localities like
Tambaram and Pallavaram,
for door-to-door verification
of residents’ health. 

Chennai Metrowater has de-
tected the presence of CO-
VID-19 RNA in sewage sam-
ples collected in Chennai as
part of a preliminary study. 

For the study, sewage
samples were randomly col-

lected from !ve sewage
pumping stations across
the city and were ana-
lysed for the presence
of the COVID-19 viral

RNA. The samples were
tested through the RT-PCR
technique at two accredited
labs. 

According to sources, the
presence of the COVID-19 vi-
ral RNA was detected in two

samples and a correlation of
con!rmed cases was also es-
tablished in the locations
from where samples were
lifted. 

“However, studies across
the world show that detec-

tion of virus in sewage is not
an indication that the virus
may be infectious. COVID-19
transmission does not occur
through sewage. The pro-
cess of sewage treatment, in-
cluding chlorination, kills
the virus,” according to a
source. Metrowater part-
nered with World Health Or-
ganisation India to devise a
study and evolve guidelines
for control of COVID-19
through wastewater surveil-
lance. Sources said it could
probably be the !rst time in
the country where COVID-19
RNA has been successfully
detected in sewage.

In case of asymptomatic
infections, it would come in

handy to identify COVID-19
carriers in an area and help
step up screening and other
intervention measures. 

Citing studies in many
countries, including Nether-
lands, sources said the dis-
ease could be identi!ed in
faeces within three days of
infection. The wastewater-
based epidemiology ap-
proach would help alert a
population cluster that is co-
vered by a speci!c sewage
treatment plant. Regular
monitoring of wastewater
even after the disease sub-
sides would serve as an indi-
cator to determine whether
the pandemic has been
brought under control.

Metrowater tests show prevalence of viral
RNA in sewage collected from city
Correlation established between con!rmed cases and sampled locations

Studies show that COVID-19
transmission does not occur
through sewage.

K. Lakshmi

CHENNAI

A 23-year-old woman house
surgeon was found dead in
her hostel room at the Go-
vernment Kilpauk Medical
College Hospital on Friday. 

Since the lockdown has
been in force, she came
from her house in Perambur
and was staying in the hostel
from April 14. According to
hospital authorities, she was
a CRRI and joined duty on
April 18.

On Friday, she did not
come out from her room
nor respond to anyone. Pol-
ice personnel broke the
door down and rushed her
to the hospital, where she
was declared brought dead. 

Hospital authorities con-
!rmed that her swabs tested
negative for COVID-19. Ho-
wever, post-mortem !nd-
ings were inconclusive, they
said, and added, “The cause
of death is not immediately
known.”

23-year-old house surgeon
found dead in KMC hostel 
Special Correspondent 

Chennai

The police invoked the
Goondas Act, detaining 14
people for a year, as they
were part of the group
which objected to the burial
of neurologist Simon Her-
cules in Velankadu after he
died of COVID-19. 

A police press release
said a criminal case has
been registered against the
14 people for preventing the
burial of the deceased doc-

tor, attacking the ambu-
lance, its driver and
occupants.

In connection with the in-
cident, the Anna Nagar pol-
ice arrested 22 persons, in-
cluding a woman, on
charges of rioting and at-
tempted murder. 

City Police Commissioner
A.K. Viswanathan issued or-
ders detaining 14 of them,
including P. Annamalai, A.
Asaithambi and others, un-
der the Goondas Act.

Goondas Act against 14 for
opposing doctor’s burial 
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI 
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Puducherry website for
stranded people 
PUDUCHERRY

The territorial administration
has launched a website,
http://welcomeback.py.gov.in
for people belonging to the
Union Territory stranded
abroad and elsewhere in the
country due to lockdown for
registration to facilitate their
return. 

IN BRIEF

Ambedkar statue
desecrated 
CUDDALORE

The desecration of a statue of
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar on
Bharathi Road triggered
tension in Cuddalore on
Friday. The miscreants had
put footwear on the bronze
statue and a poster with
derogatory comments had
been tied to the statue on
May Day. 

16 brought back from
Gujarat, quarantined 
TIRUPATTUR

The revenue and health
officials have brought back 16
people who were stranded in
various parts of Gujarat. They
arrived in Ambur on Thursday
and were quarantined in
Jamia Darussalam Arabic
College, Omerabad. None of
them showed any symptoms
so far, said a health official.

One more tests 
positive in Ranipet 
RANIPET

After Ranipet reported one
COVID-19 positive case on
Thursday, taking the tally to
40, the district administration
has decided to take stringent
measures to control crowd.
Those who venture out after 1
p.m. would be dealt with
severely, cautioned SP, A.
Myilvaganan.

Minister challenges
Lieutenant Governor 
PUDUCHERRY

Health Minister Malladi
Krishna Rao on Friday
challenged Lieutenant
Governor Kiran Bedi to
interact with people to know
whether the method she
advocated for distribution of
rice was proper. He told
presspersons that almost a
month had passed since the
govt. started distributing rice
sanctioned by Centre to red
ration cardholders.

T
he abdomen is a Pan-
dora’s box” is a well-
known phrase de-

scribed by many surgeons
around the world. Abdomi-
nal pain has always been a
tricky symptom to assess.
And now, during this lock-
down, we are getting a lot
more calls from our patients
complaining of abdominal
symptoms. These may vary
from simple gastritis-like
pain to acute/severe abdo-
minal pain. These symp-
toms need to be evaluated
and their medical history
studied before the diagnosis
and appropriate treatment.

Abdominal discomfort
has been identi!ed as one of
the less common symptoms
of the COVID-19 infection.
Recent literature has re-
vealed that about 20% of pa-
tients report to the hospital
with a digestive symptom,
such as diarrhoea, vomiting
and/or pain, accompanying
their respiratory symptoms.
And roughly 5% show up
with abdominal complaints
alone. A study in China
found that a third of the peo-
ple with mild COVID-19 ex-
perienced diarrhoea that
lasted, on an average, !ve
days. It took them longer to
clear the virus from their bo-
dies, compared to those
without gastrointestinal
symptoms.

So, when should a patient
with abdominal symptoms
visit a hospital? If the pain or
associated symptoms like
vomiting, diarrhoea, bloat-
ing or fever show an increas-
ing trend over a few hours
since the onset, it is better to
consult a specialist at the
hospital. 

Any acute abdominal pain
could mean that the patiet
may have an intestinal ob-
struction, infection or in-
"ammation of the appendix,
gallbladder stones causing
infection and pus within the
biliary tract, intestinal perfo-

rations and more. These
signs would be intolerable
and will limit regular activity
or movement. 

How do we diagnose once
we see you? It’s a combina-
tion of complete history tak-
ing and clinical examination
with blood tests and radio-
logical tests like USG abdo-
men or CT abdomen. Once
diagnosed, treatment choic-
es are o#ered which may be
medical or surgical in na-
ture. In some situations,
emergency surgery may be
recommended to avoid
further sepsis as this may
hamper the overall outcome
of the treatment and life of a
person. 

Delayed consultation
About 90% of these proce-
dures can be completed by
laparoscopy (keyhole sur-
gery) which is a minimally-
invasive method of perform-
ing surgeries. Most of these
patients get discharged with-
in two days and are able to
do their routine work soon.
When there is a signi!cant
delay between onset of
symptoms and arrival at the
hospital, that is where the
chances of performing these
procedures through the key-
hole method decreases and

the rate of complication ris-
es. But during this current
situation, I am sure you are
probably wondering how
safe it is for people to visit
the hospital. All hospitals
are taking utmost precau-
tions to safeguard the health
and safety of their patients
and, of course, the health-
care workers. E#ective
screening of every person,
including doctors and sta#,
is performed as they enter
the hospital on a daily basis.
All patients are screened
and their attenders
screened. If anyone has any
suspected symptom related
to COVID-19, they are isolat-
ed and admitted in special-
ised isolation suites till the
test results are out. 

All patients undergoing
surgery are tested for CO-
VID-19 and all healthcare
sta# dealing with the pa-
tients wear full personal pro-
tective equipment while
treating or handling these
patients, even if the results
of tests for COVID-19 are ne-
gative. Patients who are re-
cuperating from surgery
must take extra precautions
as their general immunity
will be a bit more
compromised.

People must stay at home
if they are !ne and healthy,
eat healthy food and indulge
in some form of exercising
like walking and breathing
exercises within the house
to keep themselves !t. Phys-
ical distancing is a very im-
portant principle to follow
during this period but in the
case of an abdominal or a
gastrointestinal (GI) emer-
gency, healthcare distancing
need not be practised. The
best outcomes in all these GI
emergencies can be fully
achieved if the patient re-
ports early to the hospital.

(The author is the Clinical
Lead of the Department of Mi-
nimal Access and Bariatric
Surgery at MGM Healthcare)

Don’t ignore abdominal symptoms

The Department for Promo-
tion of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT) under the Mi-
nistry of Commerce and In-
dustry has written to Tamil
Nadu Chief Secretary calling
for an urgent report on the
serious allegations levelled
by Arappor Iyakkam, a city-
based anti-corruption move-
ment, in the $2,000 crore
Bharatnet tender "oated by
the Tamil Nadu Fibrenet
Corporation Ltd.

Violations alleged
Arappor Iyakkam had
lodged a couple of com-
plaints on the alleged viola-
tions in the tender condi-
tions by increasing the
turnover, experience and
tweaking con!guration of
routers to suit two speci!c

companies and thereby
eliminating competition
through the issue of a corri-
gendum to the tender "oat-
ed by TANFINET and the IT
Department on April 15,
2020. 

The complaint was sent to
the authorities concerned in
the State and Central govern-
ment, including the Central
Vigilance Commission.

Forwarding a copy of the

complaint to the Chief Secre-
tary, the Department for
Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT) said
disciplinary action may be
considered against erring of-
!cers where restrictive con-
ditions against domestic ma-
nufacturers were imposed in
a mala!de fashion. 

‘Examine complaint’
The competent authority
said the complaint should be
examined and corrective ac-
tion taken if any violation
was observed. 

“Further, it is also re-
quested that a report be fur-
nished to this Department
urgently as this issue may be
taken up for resolution in
the standing Committee con-
stituted under the Order. It
may also be noted that the
subject procurement will not

be !nalised till the aforesaid
grievance is disposed of by
the competent authority,” he
said. The contention of
Arappor Iyakkam was that
the public procurement or-
der had clauses that were
unfair and certain tender
conditions were intended to
eliminate Indian suppliers
and bidders thereby favour-
ing foreign companies. 

Plea to CM
“We appeal to the Chief Mi-
nister, Chief Secretary and
Department of Telecommu-
nications to now act and can-
cel the Corrigendum which
is unfair, arbitrary, mala!de
and against public interest
and take action against the
o%cials responsible for this,”
Jayaram Venkatesan, Conve-
nor of Arappor Iyakkam said
in a statement.

Centre puts !2,000 cr. tender
"oated by TANFINET on hold
Report sought with regard to allegations levelled by Arappor Iyakkam 

Special Correspondent

Chennai <> The DPIIT said
disciplinary action
may be considered
against erring
o!cers where
restrictive
conditions against
domestic
manufacturers were
imposed in a
mala"de fashion 

Fisheries Minister D. Jayaku-
mar on Friday accused DMK
president M.K. Stalin and
former Public Works Minis-
ter Duraimurugan of seeking
to create “unnecessary con-
fusion” on the Cauvery Wa-
ter Management Authority
(CWMA) issue.

As the two DMK leaders
were not able to bear “con-
structive steps” of the
AIADMK government, they
were attempting to gain
“personal political gain” on
the issue, he said, adding
that there was nothing new
in the DMK’s bid to raise the
bogey that the State’s rights
were being taken away.

He criticised the DMK for
“not taking any step,” while
in power in 2007, to get not-

i!ed on the gazette of the
Union government the !nal
order of the Cauvery Water
Disputes Tribunal.

Giving an elaborate ac-
count of the rationale be-
hind the Central govern-
ment’s noti!cation on the
CWMA, the Minister recalled
that on June 1, 2018, the then
Union Ministry of Water Re-

sources, River Development
and Ganga Rejuvenation had
noti!ed the creation of the
CWMA on the gazette of the
Union government and stip-
ulated powers and functions
of the Authority, all in line
with the Supreme Court’s
judgment. The present Jal
Shakti Ministry, under
which the erstwhile Water
Resources Ministry got sub-
sumed, would only handle
measures such as appoint-
ment of chairman, members
and member-secretary of
the CWMA and chairman
and members of the Cauvery
Water Regulation Commit-
tee and pay !xation for
them. “There is no scope for
the Jal Shakti Ministry to in-
terfere with independent
working of the Authority,”
he pointed out.

Special Correspondent

Chennai

D. Jayakumar

Stalin misleading people 
on CWMA, says Minister

The district administration
has sealed the entire Vil-
lupuram town as part of
stricter implementation of
lockdown measures in the
wake of COVID-19 positive
cases reaching 50.

Out of the total positive
cases, as many as 38 pa-
tients are from areas within
the Villupuram Municipali-
ty. 

Positive cases have been
reported from 26 streets in
the municipal limits and
the entire town has been
declared a containment
zone. 

Villupuram Collector A.
Annadurai said with all the
32 entry and exit points
and approach roads to Vil-
lupuram town sealed,
movement of vehicles and
people will be restricted.

Villupuram
town sealed 
Special Correspondent

VILLUPURAM

Four new novel coronavirus
(COVID-19) cases were re-
ported in the Union Territo-
ry on Friday after three per-
sons at JIPMER and an
elderly man in Mahe, Kerala,
tested positive for the
infection.

Three patients are already
undergoing treatment at the
IGMCRI in Puducherry.

In Mahe, a 61 year-old
man who returned from Du-
bai 42 days ago, tested posi-
tive. He was shifted to the
General Hospital in Mahe.
Two others, who were in
contact with the patient, are
under quarantine and close
surveillance.

The Mahe enclave had re-
corded the U.T'.s !rst CO-
VID-19 case in March when a
68-year-old woman, who re-
turned from a pilgrimage to
Saudi Arabia, tested positive.
A 71-year-old patient died on
April 11.

Three cases in JIPMER
At JIPMER, an elderly patient
hailing from Cuddalore, Ta-
mil Nadu, who was admitted
for gastrointestinal symp-
toms, and two relatives who
accompanied the woman,
tested positive for COVID-19.

According to a JIPMER
press note, the patient was
admitted a couple of days
ago with gastrointestinal
symptoms and other pre-ex-
isting diseases. She had re-
cent travel history to Chen-
nai for medical reasons. 

After admission, she deve-
loped fever and was tested
on April 30. The RT-PCR test

showed her positive for CO-
VID-19. The patient has been
isolated and appropriate
treatment protocols initiat-
ed, JIPMER said.

Several of her contacts
have been identi!ed and
further contact tracing fol-
lowed by quarantine and
testing as per the national
guidelines. 

A woman admitted to JIPMER and 2 of her escorts test positive 

Special Correspondent

PUDUCHERRY

Four persons test positive in U.T. 

The risk pro!ling of
Puducherry, which has
been classi!ed into
orange and green zones,
will be subject to
periodic review by the
Health Ministry with the
COVID-19 lockdown
being extended to May
17. In revised guidelines,
the Ministry of Home
A#airs said the Health
Ministry would revise
criteria for States/UTs
on a weekly basis or
earlier.

Chief Minister V.
Narayanasamy said
Puducherry was put
under orange zone
while Karaikal, Mahe
and Yanam regions

came under green
category as it chalks out
a graded approach to
relaxing lockdown
restrictions under the
Union government
guidelines. The zoning
regulations will
determine the way the
administration restarts
economic activity.

According to the
MHA, States/union
territories can consider
inclusion of additional
places as red or orange
based on the extent of
COVID-19 spread, but
cannot lower
classi!cation of a
district listed in the red
or orange categories. 

Only orange, green zones 

National award winning au-
diographer K. Sampath died
in Chennai on Friday. He
was 87 and is survived by his
wife and daughter.

Known as ‘AVM’ Sampath
because of his long associa-
tion with the AVM studio, he
had seen several technologi-
cal advancements in sound
engineering — direct !lm re-
cording, magnetic record-
ing, four-track, multi-track,
DSR and digital.

He has recorded more

than 6,000 songs and won
the State award thrice. He
won the national award for
the Malayalam !lm Ennu
Swantham Janakikutty.

Audiographer Sampath dead
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

K. Sampath

PMK founder S. Ramadoss
on Friday said Tamil Nadu
Home Guards personnel,
who are involved in imple-
menting the lockdown
measures, were working
without protective equip-
ment or health insurance. 

They should be induct-
ed formally into the police
force, he said in a release.

‘Induct home
guards into
police force’
Staff Reporter

CHENNAI
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Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 19.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Saturday: Thunderstorm with lightning likely at
isolated places over Maipur, Tripura, Uttarakhand, Odisha, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, West Bengal, Karnataka Maharashtra
and Punjab. 
city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala................. -....32.5....22.9 Kozhikode..................... -....36.6....26.4
Ahmedabad............ -....42.5....28.7 Kurnool ........................ -....41.5 ....29.6 
Aizawl.................... -....25.4....16.3 Lucknow....................... -....31.9....22.3 
Allahabad............... -....31.9....22.3 Madurai ........................ -....39.3 ....25.4
Bengaluru .............. -....33.6....23.0 Mangaluru .................... -....37.0....26.4
Bhopal ............... 0.7 ....40.9....25.0 Mumbai ........................ -....33.9....27.8 
Bhubaneswar...... 8.4 ....35.7....26.4 Mysuru ......................... -....34.9....23.2
Chandigarh ............ -....36.5....22.6 New Delhi .................... -....38.8 ....24.6 
Chennai ................. -....36.6....28.9 Patna ....................... 5.2 ....31.2....25.2
Coimbatore ............ -....36.3....25.0 Port Blair...................... -....33.9....26.5 
Dehradun ........... 6.3....30.2 ....17.5 Puducherry ................... -....35.7....27.3
Gangtok............. 2.0....24.1....17.0 Pune....................... 19.7 ....38.3....24.8
Goa........................ -....34.5....28.4 Raipur .......................... -....40.2....26.3
Guwahati ........... 0.2....32.8....21.6 Ranchi .......................... -....33.4 ....20.5
Hubballi .................. ....36.0....23.0 Shillong.................... 2.4....21.4......... -
Hyderabad ............. -....39.7....26.4 Shimla...................... 0.7....23.2....13.6
Imphal ............... 2.0....26.0 ....17.5 Srinagar........................ -....27.6 ....12.1 
Jaipur .................... -....41.2 ....27.6 Thiruvananthapuram.......... -....35.6 ....25.7
Kochi ..................... -....33.4....25.8 Tiruchi.......................... -....40.1....25.4
Kohima .................. -....23.4 ....11.0 Vijayawada ................... -....39.8....27.0
Kolkata .................. -....33.0 ....24.5 Visakhapatnam .............. -....33.0....28.0

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at 4.00
p.m., Charkhi Dadri, Haryana,
recorded an overall air
quality index (AQI) score of
367 indicating an unhealthy
level of pollution. In
contrast, Aizawl, Mizoram,
recorded a healthy AQI score
of 15.

Ahmedabad..... 33 .19 20 ....47 ...88 ....*
Bengaluru ....... 10 .17 48 ...... - ...83 ....*
Chennai .......... 09 .11 37 ....26 ......- ....*
Delhi .............. 29 .26 20 ..210 .179 ....*
Hyderabad ...... 04 .59 18 ...... - ...69 ....*
Kolkata........... 07 .10 14 ....24 ...40 ....*
Lucknow ......... 15 .18 ..- ....95 ......- ....*
Mumbai .......... 80 ...- 48 ...... - ...63 ....*
Pune............... 28 .10 52 ....35 ...34 ....*
Visakhapatnam 09 .22 06 ....20 ...52 ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)
SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues
and monuments.
NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.
CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.
PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
death in people with heart or lung disease

Not wearing a mask to
attract a !ne of "1,000
BENGALURU

Wearing face mask, which is
fast becoming the new norm
the world over, has been
made mandatory in
Bengaluru on Friday.
Violators will be fined
!1,000 for the first violation
and !2,000 for the second
and subsequent violations.
Amidst the relaxation of
certain restrictions during the
extension of lockdown, the
city administration is hoping
that this measure will help
curb the spread of the virus.

IN BRIEF

Over 5 lakh non-resident
Keralites plan to return
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The number of Non-Resident
Keralites (NoRKs) from
abroad and within the country
who have registered online to
return to Kerala has crossed
five lakh. Since the online
registration opened last
Sunday, 3,79,672 NoRKs from
203 countries have registered
on the official website of the
Department of Non Resident
Keralite Affairs. The
registration of NoRKs from
various States has touched
1,20,887 in two days. 

Kerala High Court
judges raising funds 
KOCHI

Judges of the Kerala High
Court are loosening their
purse strings to raise money
for the distress relief funds of
the Prime Minister and the
Kerala Chief Minister to meet
the COVID-19 challenge.
Earlier, the Kerala High Court
had asked the State
government not to deduct or
defer the salaries of High
Court judges. Each judge of
the Kerala High Court would
voluntarily contribute at least
!1 lakh each to the kitty and
the amount would be divided
into the two accounts. There
are 36 judges in the Kerala
High Court.

With the death of two pa-
tients in Andhra Pradesh
from COVID-19, the toll in the
State went up to 33 on Fri-
day. Karnataka reported one
more death in Davangere.

There were 24 new cases
in Karnataka, taking the
State’s total to 589. Of the
new cases, eight were from
Mandya, three of them with
a travel history to Maharash-
tra. Six cases were reported
in Davangere, three in Bela-
gavi, two each in Dakshina

Kannada and Kalaburagi and
one each in Vijayapura, Chik-
kaballapur and Dharwad.
There was one case each of
patients with Severe Acute
Respiratory Illness (SARI)
and In!uenza-Like Illness
(ILI) and other patients had
contact with positive cases. 

Of the 589 cases who test-
ed positive, 251 had been dis-

charged. There were 22 CO-
VID-19 related deaths. 

ILI and SARI patients had
symptoms such as breath-
lessness and cough, which
may be missed during
screening. The Department
of Health and Family Welfare

had directed that all such
cases be subjected to swab
test for COVID-19. 

A circular said the "nger
tip pulse oximeter was essen-
tial to identify ILI and SARI
cases. The meter along with
IR thermal scanners should

be provided to all fever clin-
ics in every district. 

60 cases in A.P.
With 60 fresh cases in the
last 24 hours, COVID-19 tally
in Andhra Pradesh rose to
1,463, including 1,027 active

ones. With 411 (335 active)
cases, Kurnool district was at
the top accounting for 25 of
the 60 new cases. Guntur fol-
lowed with 306 (201 active),
and Krishna with 246 (201
active) ones. Nellore had 84
cases (38 active), Chittoor 80
(58), Kadapa 79 (42), Ananta-
pur 67 (41), Prakasam 60
(37), West Godavari 58 (39),
East Godavari 42 (25), Visak-
hapatnam 25 (5) and Srikaku-
lam 5 (5).

Also, 403 persons were
discharged from hospitals.
Ten people had so far died in
Kurnool, eight each in Krish-
na and Guntur, four in Anan-
tapur and three in Nellore.

Meanwhile, 7,902 samples
were tested during the 24-
hour period till Friday. 

Kerala looks ahead
In a relief to Kerala, no CO-
VID-19 cases were reported
on Friday, after a slight spurt
over the past few days and
the hotspots jumping to 80.

“No new cases were re-
ported on Friday and sam-

ples of nine people were ne-
gative. The active cases
touched 102,” State Health
Minister K.K. Shailaja said in
a press release. Earlier, it was
on March 17 and March 18
that no fresh cases were
reported.

Four people each from
Kannur and Kasaragod and
one from Ernakulam tested
negative today, the release
said.

So far, 392 people had
been treated and discharged
and 102 were undergoing
treatment in hospitals,
21,499 people were under
observation, including 432 in
various hospitals. As part of
sentinel surveillance, of the
1,862 samples collected, 999
results available were nega-
tive, the release added. 

Six new cases were con-
"rmed in Telangana on Fri-
day, taking the total to 1,044.
No deaths were reported and
the toll was 28, Health Minis-
ter E. Rajender said.

(Inputs from Vijayawada
Bureau and PTI)

Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka report three deaths
Kerala gets a respite with no new cases; Kurnool district in A.P. remains a hotspot; six test positive in Telangana 

Special Correspondent

Bengaluru 

In a move to help migrant
workers return home, Kera-
la and Telangana operated
special trains on Friday. 

One train to Jharkhand
was run by the South Cen-
tral Railway (SCR) and the
Telangana government from
Hyderabad. In Kerala, the
"rst ‘Shramik Special’ left
Aluva for Odisha. The Rail-
ways will similarly operate
"ve special trains from Kera-
la on Saturday.

The train from Hydera-
bad was arranged for 1,225
labourers hailing from
Jharkhand. It had 22 sleeper
coaches and left Lingampal-
ly in the western suburbs for
Hatia, in Ranchi district, at
4.50 a.m.

The workers were
brought in 56 buses from
construction sites on the In-
dian Institute of Technolo-
gy-Hyderabad (IIT-H) by the
police and the Sangareddy
district administration.
They were then screened,
and their details collected. 

Station barricaded
The Lingampally station
was barricaded to prevent
outsiders from getting in.
SCR o#cials said the opera-
tion was taken up at the re-
quest of the Telangana go-
vernment and secrecy was
maintained after incidents
in Mumbai where rumours
brought thousands of la-
bourers to railway stations.

SCR General Manager Ga-

janan Mallya asked the auth-
orities to arrange food and
water en route for the 24-
hour non-stop journey. In
each bogie, about 52 people
were accommodated, main-
taining social distancing,
and Railway Protection
Force and Government Rail-
way Police personnel were
deputed as escort, said
Chief PRO Ch. Rakesh. 

Tickets were issued to
workers, and o#cials indi-
cated that the Telangana go-
vernment would meet the
expenditure. 

Train to Bhubaneswar
The non-stop special carry-
ing 1,140 migrant workers
from Aluva in Kerala left for
Khurda Road (near Bhuba-
neswar) on Friday night. It
was the "rst such train for
migrant workers stranded
in the State. The train with
24 carriages took in 35 to 50
workers per coach as per so-
cial distancing norms. Agri-
culture Minister V.S. Sunil
Kumar, District Collector S.
Suhas, and District Police
Chief (Ernakulam Rural) K.
Karthik were present.

Workers from Odisha ac-
count for nearly 12% of the
migrant workforce in the
district. “Migrants from Pe-
rumbavur, Muvattupuzha,
Kothamangalam and Kurup-
pampady were screened
and issued medical certi"-
cates,” said C. Jayakumar, in-
spector, Perumbavur.

(With inputs from Kochi
Bureau)

Labourers leave Kerala, Telangana

Special Correspondent

HYDERABAD

Going home: Police checking papers of workers who want to
travel on the train from Aluva on Friday. * VIBHU H

Special trains ferry
workers home 

For the "rst time since its in-
ception, Thrissur Pooram
will be observed on Saturday
with rituals within the tem-
ple premises, that too with
participation of just "ve peo-
ple each.

In the wake of the lock-
down in connection with CO-
VID-19, the organisers decid-
ed to cancel all celebrations.
The Kodiyettam ceremony
was conducted with mere ri-
tuals, without the accompa-
niment of percussion instru-
ments or elephants parading
at the Thiruvambadi and Pa-
ramekkavu temples. The
priests carried the idols of
both temples for ‘arattu’ by
foot.

Though Thiruvambadi,
one of the main organisers of
the Pooram, demanded per-

mission to conduct the event
with one elephant and a per-
cussion ensemble with 10
persons, the plan was shot
down.

The other participating
temples didn’t even conduct
the Kodiyettam (!ag hoist-
ing) ceremony. 

There are 10 participating

temples in the Thrissur
Pooram.

No elephant this year
Usually the 36-hour-long ce-
lebrations start with the Vi-
lambaram ceremony in
which Neythilakavilamma,
deity of one of the participat-
ing temples, on the top of an

elephant will open the
Thekke Gopura Nada of Sree
Vadakkunnathan Temple,
and declare open the cele-
brations. For the past few
years, Thechikkottukavu Ra-
machandran, the controver-
sial elephant with a huge fan
following, used to carry the
idol of Neythilakkavilamma
for the Vilambaram
ceremony.

After the celebrations
were cancelled, elders re-
called that the Pooram was
conducted with just one ele-
phant at the time of the In-
dia-China war.

Lakhs of people from
across the world used to
make a beeline to the Thek-
kinkadu maidan and Swaraj
Round in Thrissur to witness
the sound, music and co-
lours of the 36-hour-long
extravaganza.

No pomp, gaiety at Thrissur Pooram this year
It will be conducted on the temple premises with only a few in attendance

A sight to savour: A "le photo of the Kudamattom ceremony
of the Thrissur Pooram celebrated last year. * K.K. NAJEEB 

Mini Muringatheri

Thrissur 

The Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation has taken over a
case of alleged embezzle-
ment of funds by the then
director of two non-govern-
mental organisations in
Kerala.

Among those named in
the FIR are Joseph Pulikun-
nel J.P., Good Samaritan
Projects India, Catholic Re-
formation Literature Society
and unknown persons. Puli-
kunnel passed away in De-
cember 2017.

FCRA invoked
The case was initially regis-
tered at the Valiyathura pol-
ice station in Thiruvanan-
thapuram in September
2012. The Foreign Contribu-

tion Regulation Act (FCRA)
was also invoked. 

The CBI took over the in-
vestigation following the
State government’s consent.
It was alleged that Pulikun-
nel, director of Good Samar-
itan Project India and Cath-
olic Reformation Literacy
Society, misappropriated
funds received from Woord
en Daad (W&D), a Holland-
based charitable organisa-
tion, between January 1974
and December 2009.

According to the FIR, the
accused bought landed pro-
perties and buildings by us-
ing the charitable funds re-
ceived from W&D and also
sold them at huge pro"ts.As
alleged, $2.1 crore was mis-
appropriated by violating
the FCRA.

CBI begins probe into
two Kerala-based NGOs
Accused allegedly got lands using funds 
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI 

The Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment disbursed pension to
53 lakh bene"ciaries on Fri-
day, the "rst day of the
month, covering 94% of
those elegible for the YSR
Pension Kanuka. For the
third successive month, and
second during the lock-
down, pension was dis-
bursed at the doorstep of the
bene"ciaries by village and
ward volunteers, who began
the process at dawn.

Unlike the previous
month, the volunteers did
not capture the biometric
details of the bene"ciaries.
Instead, they took the pho-
tographs of the pensioners
to upload the same onto the
server. They geo-tagged the
details using the special mo-
bile app. As many as 2,37,615
volunteers were involved in
the process. 

The government released
$1421.2 crore for the pur-
pose. The amount was cre-
dited to the accounts of the
village secretaries through
the AP SERP.

For widows
Social security pensions are
given to the di%erently
abled, widows and people
su%ering from identi"ed dis-
eases. If any of bene"ciaries

are not available, or are
stuck at other places due to
the lockdown, the pension
will be transferred to them
by other means. 

Besides disbursing the
pension, the volunteers also
created awareness among
the bene"ciaries of the need
to stay at home to stay safe.
They also enquired about
the health condition of the
bene"ciaries.

They used special app to geotag details of the pensioners 

Staff Reporter

VIJAYAWADA

Door delivery: A volunteer taking a photo of a bene"ciary
before handing over the pension in Vijayawada. * V. RAJU 

A.P. volunteers ensure pension
disbursal to 93% bene!ciaries 

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) carried out
searches at the houses of Vi-
jith Vijayan and Abhilesh Pa-
dacherry, supected to be as-
sociated with the
proscribed Communist Par-
ty of India (Maoist), in Koz-
hikode on Friday.

An o#cial release said
that several digital devices,
including eight mobile
phones, seven SIM cards,
two memory cards, one lap-
top, seven pen drives and
one voice recorder, nine
books and numerous docu-
ments supporting left-wing
extremism and the CPI
(Maoist) had been seized.

Investigation in the case
revealed that they were in-
strumental in recruiting Al-
lan Shuhaib and Thwaha Fa-
sal, now expelled CPI(M)
members, who were
booked under the Unlawful

Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA) for alleged links with
Maoists last year.

The case was originally
registered on November 1,
at the Pantheerankavu pol-
ice station in Kozhikode
against them and a third sus-
pect, C. P. Usman. 

Shuhaib and Fasal were
arrested with documents
and propaganda material
supporting the CPI (Maoist)
while they were conducting
a meeting with Usman, who
managed to escape from the
scene.

The case was re-regis-
tered by the NIA, which
took over the case on De-
cember 18. 

Investigation established
that Shuhaib, Fasal and Us-
man were members of the
CPI (Maoist) and they had
committed unlawful activi-
ties. 

Further investigation is
on, the release said.

Youths with suspected
Maoist links raided
NIA searched their houses in Kerala 
Special Correspondent

Kozhikode 

Would you like to adopt an
Indian cobra for as low as
$2,000 per annum or an
Asiatic elephant $1.75 lakh?
Bengaluru’s Bannerghatta
Biological Park (BBP) has a
new programme for people
with an interest in conserv-
ing wildlife by adopting ani-
mals at the zoo.

Certain privileges such as
gift voucher for a zoo visit
and the display of names on
an adoption board would be
extended, depending on the
amount donated.

“The animal adoption
programme is an opportuni-
ty for you to get involved

with supporting feed and ve-
terinary care expenses for
zoo animals with provision
for Income Tax rebate under
Section 80G. There are 21
elephants that can be adopt-
ed online,” said zoo o#cials.

The BBP has released a list
of animals that can be
adopted.

Patrons can adopt a King
cobra and Indian rock pyth-
on for $3,500 per year, or a
jungle cat and the Assamese
Macaque for $5,000. Adop-
tion of a black buck and sam-
bar will cost you $7,500 per
year, an emu is billed at
$10,000, and a spot-billed
pelican at $15,000.

“The purpose of the adop-

tion programme is to create
awareness and connect with
people involved in conserva-
tion activities, not just gener-

ating revenues,” the Execu-
tive Director of the
government-run BBP, Va-
nashree Vipin Singh, told

PTI on Friday. “We don’t run
this programme with a pro"t
motive.” 

The zoo, which sees an
annual footfall of around 15
lakh persons, has been
closed since the middle of
March following the lock-
down declared in the wake
of the COVID-19 pandemic. It
received a record 23,000 pe-
ople on a single day on Janu-
ary 1 this year.

The animal adoption in-
itiative is part of the BBPs
outreach programme as peo-
ple are not able to visit the
zoo due to the lockdown. In
other times, visitors to the
zoo can sign up to adopt ani-
mals, Ms. Singh said.

Adopt a cobra for "2,000, an elephant for "1.75 lakh
Bengaluru’s Bannerghatta Biological Park o#ers animals for adoption for a year

A "le photo of a zoo employee feeding ostriches at the
Bannerghatta Biological Park. * DEEPA KURUP

Press Trust of India

Bengaluru

Bannerghatta National Park 
 
The Bannerghatta National Park is located near Bangalore in Karnataka. 
Wildlife such as elephants, gaur, leopard, jackal, fox, wild boar, sloth bear, Sambar, Chital, 
spotted deer, barking deer, common langur, bonnet macaque, porcupine and hares are found 
in abundance. 
The Bannerghatta Biological Park has been an integral part of  Bannerghatta National Park 
and emerged out as an independent establishment during the year 2002. 
In order to meet the growing demand for eco-recreation, eco-tourism and conservation, some 
area of  forest from the National park were set aside to constitute as Biological Park. 
Bannerghatta Biological Park is one among the few places in the world where wilderness is 
preserved so close to a big city. It is having different units such as Zoo, Safari, Butterfly Park 
and Rescue Center (Conservation of  captive animals).
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EDITORIAL

India as one
The spirit of the ruling
dispensation’s advocacy to
people to display their
unity by clapping and
lighting candles should be
ubiquitous in all areas of
political management
especially when it comes to
promoting brotherhood
among people of di!erent
religions (Editorial,
“Religion and freedom”.
May 1). The government is
still in no mood to review
its much protested pieces of
legislation such as the
National Register of Citizens
and the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act that have
the potential to deepen the
divisions within the
country. It is imperative for
the ruling establishment in

the post-novel corona
scenario to keep all Indians
united in every way
possible in order to
e!ectively and
expeditiously recover from
the devastating e!ects of
the pandemic — probably in
a changed global
environment too. Even
during the pandemic "ght,
it is distressing to see
politicians in power not
doing enough to contain
the communal virus set free
by fanatics to promote
hatred against a particular
religion. The politicians at
the helm should go beyond
symbolism in establishing a
united India by shedding a
religion-selective approach
lest the adverse remarks of
the U.S. Commission on

International Religious
Freedom against India gain
more credence (Inside
pages, April 29, 2020). 
N. Raveendra Babu,

Hyderabad

Getting home
The plight of migrant
labourers across India
during the extended
lockdown is distressing
with several of them now
walking several hundred
kilometres back home, and
for days on end (Inside
pages, Picture combo –
“Homeward bound”, May
1). The respective States
where such migrant
labourers are working to
earn their daily bread
should unhesitatingly
arrange for their quick and

safe return home. The
situation is only getting
from bad to worse. The
desperation on the faces of
the workers is evident. 
Muringatherry R. Jayanthy,

Mumbai

GI tag for candy
The report, “Kovilpatti
kadalai mittai gets GI tag”
(Tamil Nadu, May 1), is a
source of happiness. The
rich ingredients in this
all-natural gift are the sweet
water of the great
Thamirabharani,
groundnuts and traditional,
organic and special jaggery
prepared in an oven
(veragu aduppu). The legal
protection for this sweet,
the Palani Panchamirtham
and Tirupati laddu will

passes away”, May 1). He
was one of the many
stalwarts who turned out in
Mohun Bagan colours for
years and entertained
thousands. Indian football
lost one of its "nest
ambassadors when P.K.
Banerjee passed away. Now
with Chuni Goswami too
bidding adieu, the sport is
even more poorer.
C.V. Aravind,

Bengaluru

ensure healthy and tasty
treats in the days to come. 
A.J. Rangarajan,

Chennai

Sporting legend
Chuni Goswami, 82, was
one of India’s all-time great
footballers who, along with
the P.K. Banerjee and
Tulsidas Balram formed a
trio that could weave circles
around the opposition and
score goals with ease
(‘Sport’ page, “Football
legend Chuni Goswami

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters emailed to letters@thehindu.co.in must carry the full postal address and the full name or the name with initials.

To read more letters
online, scan the QR code

Chen Shih-chung 

T
he threat of emerging infec-
tious diseases to global
health and the economy,

trade, and tourism has never abat-
ed. Pandemics can spread rapidly
around the world because of the
ease of international transporta-
tion. Among the most salient ex-
amples are the Spanish #u of 1918,
the Severe Acute Respiratory Syn-
drome (SARS) outbreak of 2003,
and the H1N1 in#uenza of 2009. In-
termittently, serious regional epi-
demics, such as the Middle East
Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) in
2012, Ebola in West Africa in 2014,
and the Zika virus in Central and
South America in 2015-16, have al-
so reared their heads. 

Today, a novel form of pneumo-
nia that "rst emerged in Wuhan,
China, at the end of 2019 and has
since been classi"ed as coronavi-
rus disease 2019 (COVID-19) has
caused a global pandemic. As of
April 8, 2020, World Health Organ-
ization (WHO) data shows that 1.35
million people had been con-
"rmed as having the disease, with
79,235 deaths in 211 countries/
areas/territories. Taiwan too has
not been spared.

Taiwan’s strategy
In the 17 years since it was hit hard
by the SARS outbreak, Taiwan has
been in a state of constant readi-
ness to the threat of emerging in-
fectious disease. As a result, when
information concerning a novel
pneumonia outbreak was "rst con-
"rmed on December 31, 2019, Tai-
wan began implementing onboard
quarantine of direct #ights from

Wuhan that same day. On January
2, 2020, Taiwan established a res-
ponse team for the disease and ac-
tivated the Central Epidemic Com-
mand Center (CECC) on January
20 as a level 3 government entity,
upgrading it to level 2 and level 1
on January 23 and February 27,
respectively. The CECC is able to
e!ectively integrate resources
from various ministries and invest
itself fully in the containment of
the epidemic. As of April 9, Taiwan
had tested a total of 42,315 persons
showing 380 con"rmed cases, of
which 54 have been indigenous,
326 imported and "ve deaths; 80
people had been released from
hospital after testing negative.
Despite its proximity to China, Tai-
wan ranked 123 among 183 coun-
tries in terms of con"rmed cases
per million people. This has
shown that Taiwan’s aggressive ef-
forts to control the epidemic are
working.

Harnessing technology
Disease knows no borders. In res-
ponse to the threat of the CO-
VID-19 epidemic, Taiwan has im-
plemented dynamic plans
concerning border quarantine
measures, including onboard qua-
rantine, fever screening, health
declarations, and a 14-day home
quarantine for passengers arriving
from nations it has listed under
the Level 3 Warning. Moreover,
Taiwan has established an elec-
tronic system for entry quaran-
tine, which allows passengers with
a local mobile phone number to
"ll in health information using a
mobile phone. A health declara-
tion pass will then be sent to them
as a text message. This is connect-
ed to the community care support
management system, which al-
lows government agencies to pro-
vide care services and medical as-
sistance. The travel history of
individuals is now stored on the

National Health Insurance (NHI)
card to alert physicians to possible
cases and prevent community
transmission. For those undergo-
ing home quarantine or isolation,
the government is working with te-
lecom operators to allow GPS
tracking of their locations. Qua-
rantine o!enders are subject to
"nes or mandatory placement ac-
cording to relevant laws and regu-
lations, so as to prevent
transmission.

Taiwan has also increased its
laboratory testing capacity, ex-
panded the scope of its surveil-
lance and inspections based on
trends of the COVID-19 epidemic,
and retested people with higher
risk who had already tested nega-
tive, including patients with symp-
toms of severe in#uenza, com-
munity cases with upper
respiratory tract infections who
were already being monitored,
and cluster cases of upper respira-
tory tract infections, to identify
suspected cases and perform
treatment in isolation wards. 

Meanwhile, it has designated 50
regional hospitals and medical
centres and 167 community hospi-
tals and clinics to create a tiered
system for testing. These hospitals
and clinics are required to set up
special wards or areas; in princi-
ple, COVID-19 patients are isolated
and treated individually in these
wards and areas to prevent noso-
comial infections. Moreover, Tai-

wan has banned the export of sur-
gical masks since January 24,
requisitioned masks, and expand-
ed domestic mask production to
more e!ectively allocate masks. 

On February 6, Taiwan
launched a name-based rationing
system for mask purchases at NHI-
contracted pharmacies and local
public health agencies. It added an
ordering system for masks on
March 12. This allows people to or-
der online and pick up masks at
convenience stores. These mea-
sures have helped us achieve e!ec-
tive allocation of limited resources
and meet health-care, epidemic
prevention, household, and indus-
trial needs.

Global linking and beyond
A crisis anywhere readily becomes
a problem everywhere. Global
health security requires the e!orts
of every person to ensure an opti-
mal response to public health
threats and challenges. Taiwan,
though not a member of WHO,
cannot stand alone and must be
included in the "ght against such
threats and challenges. 

Taiwan has ful"lled its responsi-
bilities as a global citizen and abid-
ed by the International Health Reg-
ulations 2005 (IHR 2005) in
notifying WHO of con"rmed CO-
VID-19 cases. Moreover, Taiwan
has communicated with other
countries such as Japan, the Repu-
blic of Korea, Singapore, Malaysia,
the Philippines, the United States,
Canada, Italy, France, Switzer-
land, Germany, the United King-
dom, Belgium, and the Nether-
lands, as well as the European
Centre for Disease Prevention and
Control, to share information on
con"rmed cases, travel and con-
tact histories of patients, and bor-
der control measures. 

Taiwan has uploaded the genet-
ic sequence of COVID-19 to the GI-
SAID Initiative, or the Global Initia-

tive on Sharing All In#uenza Data
(GISAID). Taiwan has worked with
global partners to respond to the
threat of COVID-19 to ensure that
global health is not imperilled by a
lack of communication and
transparency.

If it is indeed WHO’s mission to
ensure the highest attainable stan-
dard of health for every person,
then WHO needs Taiwan just as
Taiwan needs WHO. Yet, Taiwan
has long been excluded from WHO
due to political considerations.
This has been regrettable given all
that Taiwan could share with the
world thanks to its renowned pu-
blic health experience, health sys-
tem, the NHI, and ability to per-
form rapid testing as well as
research and manufacture vac-
cines and drugs against COVID-19.
We can also share our methods for
analysing the virus. We hope that
after this pandemic abates, WHO
will truly understand that infec-
tious diseases know no borders,
and that no country should be ex-
cluded, lest it become a major gap
in global health security. WHO
should not neglect the contribu-
tion to global health security of
any nation.

We urge WHO and related par-
ties to acknowledge Taiwan’s long-
standing contributions to the in-
ternational community in the
areas of public health, disease pre-
vention, and the human right to
health, and to include Taiwan in
WHO and its meetings, mechan-
isms, and activities. Taiwan will
continue to work with the rest of
the world to ensure that all enjoy
the fundamental human right to
health, as stipulated in the WHO
Constitution. Echoing the mantra
of the United Nations’ 2030 Sus-
tainable Development Goals, no
one should be left behind. 

Dr. Chen Shih-chung is Minister of Health

and Welfare, Taiwan

Taiwan’s coronavirus protocol shows how it is done
If WHO’s mission is to ensure the highest level of health for all, then no country should be excluded from this goal
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T
he current national lock-
down to tackle the COVID-19
pandemic has highlighted

the problems of food, nutrition
and livelihood security confront-
ing a large number of rural people,
in particular, migrants to cities.
While some measures have been
announced, such as provision of
additional rice or wheat, some
pulses and oil free of cost, as well
as $1,000 cash for the purchase of
other essential commodities
through the Public Distribution
System (PDS), we need to under-
stand the di!erent dimensions of
food security in a holistic manner
in order to address this problem in
its totality. 

The "rst is the availability of
food in the market, and this is seen
as a function of production. Fortu-
nately, thanks to the Green Revolu-
tion, today we have enough food
in the market and in government
godowns. This is a great accom-
plishment by Indian farmers who
converted a “ship to mouth” situa-
tion to a “right to food” commit-
ment. Yet we cannot take farmers’
contributions in terms of sustain-
ing production for granted. While
some special exemptions have
been given to the agricultural sec-
tor, farmers are confronted at the
moment with labour shortages,
many of the inputs, including
seeds, are expensive or unavaila-

ble, marketing arrangements in-
cluding supply chains are not fully
functional, pricing is not remuner-
ative, and public procurement is
also not adequate. There is no
room for complacency, as in the
absence of demand, the lack of
storage or value addition facilities,
especially for perishable commod-
ities, we do not yet know exactly
what the impact of the current
pandemic will be on the kharif
sowing and food availability in the
future.

Widen the food basket
The second dimension is the ac-
cess to food, which is a function of
purchasing power, as unless you
are a farmer and grow your own
food, others have to buy it. Fortu-
nately, the government, through
the National Food Security Act
(NFSA) and the PDS, has assured
some additional food to every indi-
vidual during this crisis. This
should be further strengthened
and the food basket widened by in-
cluding millets, pulses and oil.
Steps should also be taken to avoid
hidden hunger caused by the de"-
ciency of micronutrients in the
diet. In light of the closure of
schools and anganwadi centres,
and the consequent disruptions in
the provision of midday meals or
other nutritional inputs, it is im-
portant to pay attention to the life
cycle approach advocated in the
NFSA, particularly the "rst thou-
sand days in a child’s life, when
the cognitive abilities of the child
are shaped. We may otherwise see
negative e!ects on nutritional se-
curity in the medium to longer
term. 

Food security and access to nu-

tritious, good quality food is also
contingent on job security. Today,
a lot of people employed both on
farms and in the non-farm sector
are without jobs. If job security is
threatened, then so is food and nu-
trition security. We have to ensure
people do not lose their jobs, and
one way of doing this will be to en-
sure value addition to primary
products. One example of such va-
lue addition is the Rice Biopark in
Myanmar, wherein the straw,
bran, and the entire biomass are
utilised. This would of course
mean some attention to and in-
vestment in new technologies that
can contribute to biomass utilisa-
tion. The Amul model provides a
good example from the dairy sec-
tor of improved incomes to milk
producers through value addition.
Similar attention needs to be given
to the horticulture sector on a
priority basis. Women farmers are
at the forefront of horticulture and
special attention needs to be given
to both their technological and
economic empowerment during
this crisis.

Work under MGNREGA
A second pathway to livelihood se-
curity for small and marginal
farmers and landless households,
and women within them, is streng-
thening the Mahatma Gandhi Na-

tional Rural Employment Guaran-
tee Act (MGNREGA). The
de"nition of a worker in MGNRE-
GA has so far been applied only to
unskilled, manual work, and not
to skilled jobs in agriculture and al-
lied activities. Given the lack of
jobs and incomes during the CO-
VID-19 crisis, it is imperative to ex-
pand the de"nition of work in
MGNREGA to cover skilled work
related to farmers and their farm-
ing activities. This is particularly
important for women farmers and
workers, who should not just be gi-
ven tasks of carrying stones or dig-
ging mud. Apart from farming,
they engage in a range of essential
care tasks, including caring for
children, the elderly and sick peo-
ple. These tasks, often invisible,
need to be recognised as work and
supported with appropriate edu-
cation, including on nutrition. 

Focus on non-food factors
The third dimension of food secur-
ity is absorption of food in the bo-
dy or its utilisation, which is de-
pendent importantly on
sanitation, drinking water and oth-
er non-food factors, including pu-
blic health services. Ensuring that
these services are functional de-
pends on the capacities of the lo-
cal panchayats and their coordina-
tion with other local bodies. The
lack of adequate clean water in
particular has come to the fore in
both rural areas and urban slums
in the context of COVID-19, where
one of the key measures for stop-
ping transmission relates to fre-
quent hand-washing. 

If we can ensure food availabili-
ty, food access and food absorp-
tion, then we have a fairly robust

system of food and nutrition se-
curity. All the above dimensions
are, however, now threatened by
the novel coronavirus, as dis-
cussed earlier. It is very critical to
highlight the linkages between
agriculture, nutrition and health.
While the PDS may be able to meet
calorie needs, the inability to har-
vest, transport and market perish-
able fruits and vegetables at re-
munerative prices during the
current crisis, has not just de-
prived farmers of incomes and li-
velihoods, but consumers too are
deprived of micronutrients in
their diets. Farmers making losses,
and agriculture moving from be-
ing job-led to jobless, raise ques-
tions about the sustainability of
the production cycle. At the same
time, this can have long-term con-
sequences on nutrition and health
security. 

India avoided what could have
been a big famine in the 1960s
through the help of technology
and public policy, which actively
worked with and supported farm-
ers to achieve signi"cant increases
in yield. Today’s problems are not
as daunting. Through a combina-
tion of farmers’ cooperation,
technological upgrading and fa-
vourable public policies in pro-
curement, pricing and distribu-
tion, we can deal with the fallouts
of the pandemic. We hope that this
pandemic will help recognise the
contribution of our farmers.

M.S. Swaminathan, eminent agricultural

scientist, is Founder of the M.S.

Swaminathan Research Foundation,

Chennai. Nitya Rao is Professor, Gender

and Development at the University of East

Anglia, Norwich, U.K.

It’s about food, nutrition and livelihood security
Farmers’ cooperation, technological upgrading and favourable public policies can help India deal with the pandemic 

M.S. Swaminathan & Nitya Rao 
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T
he latest data on core sector output is signalling
that considerable economic pain lies ahead in the
wake of the COVID-19 pandemic and the nation-

wide lockdown that commenced on March 25. The pro-
visional "gures released by the Commerce Ministry
show that production at all but one of the eight indus-
tries comprising the core sector shrank in March from a
year earlier, resulting in the sharpest contraction in the
index since the new series began in April 2012. That
output contracted by as much as 6.5% in a month when
most economic activities ground to a halt only in the
last seven days, is a worrying augury. While output at
petroleum re"neries slid only by a marginal 0.5% as a
bulk of the transportation sector was idled only in the
last week of March, the 7.2% and 13% contractions in
electricity and steel production, respectively, re#ect
the underlying stress in the economy, most crucially on
the demand side. With all non-essential industries and
commercial establishments ordered shut as part of the
lockdown, demand for electricity declined by more
than 9% in March, according to data from the National
Load Despatch Centre. While the power sector has
been exempt from the lockdown because of its essential
nature, the slump in demand from commercial custom-
ers is bound to have a signi"cant sector-wide cascading
impact as a result of heightened cash #ow problems at
the already stressed distribution companies that deliv-
er electricity over the last mile to consumers.

Coal, the only sector to post a positive "gure in
March as output expanded 4%, also presents a far from
reassuring picture as growth slowed sharply from Fe-
bruary’s 11.2% and was less than half the 9.1% pace seen
in March 2019. And with demand for coal from user sec-
tors spanning thermal generators and the key process
industries of steel and cement unlikely to revive any
time soon, production of the crucial commodity is very
likely to shrink in April. With the construction sector hit
hard by the lockdown and likely to face serious labour
supply issues even after the economy gradually reo-
pens, cement may see production shrink in the "rst
month of the new "scal year by an even greater extent
than the 25% drop seen in March. The mayhem in the
oil market with global crude prices tumbling is also cer-
tain to undermine the industries in the energy sector.
Undoubtedly, April’s overall core output appears head-
ed for an even sharper contraction. And with the eight
major industries having a weight of 40.3% in the broad-
er Index of Industrial Production, it is certain to drag in-
dustrial output as a whole into negative territory. The
Centre may be left with little option but to massively lift
public spending on infrastructure once the lockdown
eases in order to revive the reeling economy.

Ominous contraction
Steepest fall in core sector output in at least 
8 years portends protracted economic pain

D
ata for COVID-19 is still a long way from giving a
complete picture, but it is encouraging that the
basic metric of the number of those recovering

as a share of con"rmed infections is showing improve-
ment in India. The Health Ministry has said that the per-
centage of recoveries currently stands at just over 25, al-
most double of what it was two weeks ago. National
data on other parameters appear similar to disease
trends witnessed globally, with the worst outcomes en-
countered among elderly patients — translating into a
case fatality rate of 51.2% for Indians older than 60.
What is important to note, however, is that whether it is
recovery or death, not all cases are recorded for a varie-
ty of reasons. There may be untested people who have
recovered. Also, in the long term, most recover from
the infection. It is therefore imperative to "nd positive
cases early and assess the pace of recovery accurately.
Among the countries moving to a mass-testing strategy
after a measured lockdown and successful control over
viral transmission is New Zealand. In terms of deaths,
there could be unknown fatalities caused by COVID-19
outside hospitals. Doctors in the United States have
made a contrasting determination: of people who had
the virus, but died of unrelated causes. These "ndings
and trends underscore the importance of research on
the progression of the pandemic in India.

The comparatively low death rate from COVID-19 in
India, o%cially estimated at 3.2%, remains a topic for
systematic study. Even accounting for inability to iden-
tify all virus-caused deaths and misclassi"ed fatalities,
the absence of a large number of severely distressed pa-
tients in hospitals stands in contrast to the experience
abroad, notably in the U.S., as well as many countries in
Europe. The Johns Hopkins database gives the fatalities
per 100 con"rmed cases as 15.7% for the U.K. and Belgi-
um, for example. There are many hypotheses for the
less dismal outcome in India based on the impact of cli-
mate, bene"ts of immunisation, and other possible fac-
tors, but they remain untested. While India’s fatalities
may be low, and an improved recovery rate will help re-
vive the economy, there is genuine worry that patients
with non-COVID-19 conditions are at greater risk for
poor health outcomes due to lack of access to care dur-
ing the pandemic. The public health strategy for CO-
VID-19 has to sharply focus on helping people deter-
mine their infection status through widely available
testing. This will enable selective quarantining, plan-
ning of welfare measures and participation of people
who have recovered in trials for potential therapies
such as convalescent plasma transfusion. With a relaxa-
tion of the lockdown, India’s strategy will need precise
and intensive measures to drive down the reproduction
number for the virus.

Recovering early
An improved recovery rate is positive news,

but reducing new infections is crucial

corrections & clarifications: 

In a Business page story titled “HUL sales hit a rough patch,
pro"t slips” (May 1, 2020), in the sentence that read: “Among the
segment-wise businesses of HUL, beauty and personal care, the
largest segment, fell 24% while...”, the "gure should be corrected
to 14%.

The Readers’ Editor’s office can be contacted by Telephone: +91-44-28418297/28576300;
E-mail:readerseditor@thehindu.co.in
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GROUND ZERO

O
n March 17, West Bengal recorded
its !rst case of COVID-19 when an
18-year-old student, who had re-

turned from London, tested positive for
the virus. The student had been admit-
ted to the Infectious Diseases and Be-
liaghata General Hospital, located about
a kilometre away from the Eastern Me-
tropolitan bypass in Kolkata. Despite
being thrust into the limelight, the
primary referral hospital for COVID-19
cases remained quiet. People continued
to walk in; the guards did not stop
anyone. They did not even object to a
television crew that headed to the build-
ing later that night. 

The next morning, however, there
was frenetic activity at Nabanna, which
houses the State Secretariat, when it be-
came public knowledge that the student
was the son of a senior o"cial in the
State Home Department. The student
had been in contact with his parents
and his driver after his return to India
on March 15. His mother had attended
o"ce till March 17 and met senior o"-
cials, including the Home Secretary of
West Bengal. To make matters worse,
reports said that the student had de-
layed his visit to a testing centre and had
visited a shopping mall in the city, des-
pite government instructions that those
returning from abroad must remain in
quarantine for 14 days. Several o"cials
were furious about this serious and
dangerous lapse of judgment. 

Changing bulletins
Nearly a week later, on March 23, West
Bengal recorded its !rst COVID-19-relat-
ed death when a 57-year-old succumbed
to the virus. The case was a matter of
concern as it was unclear where the
man, a resident of Dum Dum and an
employee of the Eastern Railways, had
contracted the virus. His family denied
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee’s state-
ment that he had travelled abroad. The
confusion over his travel history also re-
#ected in the Heath Department’s o"-
cial bulletin: it simply did not say anyth-
ing about his travel history. In fact, from
that day onwards, the Health Depart-
ment, in its bulletins on COVID-19,
stopped carrying any details about the
travel histories of the infected and dead.
The daily bulletin, which was !rst re-
leased as early as February, was initially
an important tool for keeping the peo-
ple informed. However, as cases grew in
the State, the bulletins were constantly
altered — sometimes to omit certain de-
tails and at other times to add details.
This not only caused confusion and
panic, but also raised eyebrows about
the government’s handling of the crisis. 

This was surprising given how Baner-
jee appeared to be making all the right
moves in the beginning of the outbreak.
Between the time of the !rst reported
COVID-19 case and the !rst COVID-19-re-
lated death in West Bengal, the govern-
ment issued dozens of noti!cations and
orders. The most signi!cant one was is-
sued on March 22. Titled ‘Complete Sa-
fety Restriction’, it announced a com-
plete lockdown in West Bengal from 5
p.m. on March 23, a day before Prime
Minister Narendra Modi announced a
nationwide lockdown. A meeting of ma-
jor political parties was called to discuss
ways of !ghting the deadly virus. The
Chief Minister demanded special pack-
ages from the Centre and visited mar-
kets and hospitals. An image circulating
on social media at the time showed her
drawing circles on the road in front of a
shop to demonstrate to people how to
practise physical distancing. Regular
meetings with senior health and district
o"cials were broadcast live on local te-
levision news channels. The State go-
vernment announced a $200 crore fund
and urged people to donate to the State
Emergency Relief Fund that had been
set up to contain the crisis. Quarantine
centres were set up in every district. A
separate COVID-19 hospital was identi-
!ed and made functional. The police
appeared to be enforcing the lockdown
strictly by arresting hundreds of viola-
tors in Kolkata alone.

Setting up a task force
But in the last few days of March, it be-
came clear that the virus had spread to
di%erent parts of the State: a resident of
Kalimpong in North Bengal died, sever-
al in Howrah succumbed to the infec-
tion, and Purba Medinipur and Nadia
districts also registered cases. Between
March 31 and April 2, the death toll
jumped from two to seven. Those who
had died had no con!rmed travel histo-
ry outside the country.

On April 2, a committee of doctors
engaged by the State government as a
Special Task Force against COVID-19
met at the State Secretariat and an-
nounced that the death toll had in-
creased to seven. However, within an
hour, the government revised the num-
ber. Chief Secretary Rajiva Sinha said
that the death toll was not seven but
three, as four people who had died were
admitted with “co-morbidities”. On
April 3, the West Bengal government is-
sued a noti!cation announcing that an
expert committee would be set up for
“conducting audit of the suspected

deaths due to COVID-19”. The commit-
tee’s task was to audit all those people
who had died after testing positive for
the virus and examine “whether they
died of the viral infection or co-morbid-
ities”. The two terms, ‘audit committee’
and ‘co-morbidities’, came to dominate
the discourse on the pandemic in West
Bengal over the next few weeks.

More and more reports of COVID-19-
positive patients dying were published
in the media, but the o"cial death
count remained low. This was because
the audit committee was busy examin-
ing each and every case. The !gures
were updated only with its approval.
Journalists, doctors and Central teams
began raising questions about the com-
mittee’s method in arriving at the !nd-
ings. 

The bulletins caused more suspicion
about the accuracy of the numbers. On
April 2 and 3, the government did not
release the o"cial bulletin. The April 4
bulletin had no column on COVID-19-re-
lated deaths. This continued for a cou-
ple of days until April 7, when the go-
vernment !nally re-introduced the
column specifying how many had died
in West Bengal of SARS-CoV-2. 

From bad to worse
Unlike most places in the country, the
West Bengal government relaxed lock-
down-related restrictions. It allowed
sweet shops and #ower markets to re-
main open, apparently to give people
some relief. It issued exemptions in la-
bour-intensive sectors such as tea and
jute. These were not isolated instances
but part of the government’s stated pol-
icy of having a “lockdown with a human
face”. Towards the end of April, Baner-
jee announced that tea stalls and local
paan shops would be kept open in safer
areas of the State. Even buses were al-
lowed to ply in the eight districts of the
State which had not recorded COVID-19
cases yet. 

Despite her advocating physical dis-
tancing, the scenes from the markets of
Kolkata and Howrah presented a worry-
ing picture. Banerjee announced that
markets and shops selling essential
commodities would remain open. Peo-

ple thronged the markets daily to stock
up on groceries and other essential
goods. The government struggled to im-
plement its stated policy, while also im-
plementing the lockdown. The police
was accused of engaging in excesses in
their attempts to keep people from con-
gregating. On March 27, when Banerjee
chided the police, the results were
swift. In the next 24 hours, the number
of people prosecuted for violating the
lockdown in Kolkata fell to 182 from 453.

The nightmare of trying to enforce
physical distancing got worse on March
25 when thousands of people stranded
due to the nationwide lockdown packed
into Howrah Station. Banerjee claimed
that the government had arranged to
feed about 2 lakh migrants from other
States, in 711 camps. She also wrote to 18
Chief Ministers urging them to provide
essentials to the migrants from West
Bengal stuck in their respective States.

Even as the situation went from bad
to worse, attempts continued to stone-
wall questions from the media on the lo-
cation of hotspots in the State. Sinha
said on April 4, “Everyone does not
need to know everything. We are put-
ting information which people need to
know”. Instead of announcing the total
number of infections, for instance, the
government simply published the num-
ber of active cases. This number exclud-
ed the number of recoveries and
deaths. As on April 30, the active cases
in the State stood at 572, while 139 CO-
VID-19 patients have been discharged af-
ter treatment.

Testing problems 
While COVID-19 cases emerged in many
districts in south Bengal, and in a few
districts in north Bengal, Howrah and
Kolkata especially posed a challenge.
According to the 2011 Census, about 31%
of the total population in Kolkata re-
sides in urban slums. The administra-
tion struggled to deal with the large
crowds in front of ration shops in urban
slums. It was in the slums that the !rst
rapid antibody tests were conducted on
April 21. Of the 14 samples collected,
two people tested positive.

O"cial records show that testing
started as early as March 3, almost two
weeks before the !rst case was detect-

ed. The National Institute of Cholera
and Enteric Diseases (NICED), a facility
of the Indian Council of Medical Re-
search, was the only testing facility in
the !rst few days of the outbreak.
NICED provided training to other test-
ing centres of the State, particularly the
medical colleges and hospitals. But until
April 15, one and a half months after
testing started, the fourth most popu-
lous State in the country was struggling
to conduct 400 tests on a daily basis.

Initially the State government said it
did not have enough testing kits and
urged the Centre to provide more kits.
O"cials of the NICED denied any shor-
tage of kits, however, and said that the
samples reaching them had reduced sig-
ni!cantly. Their statement indicated
that the State preferred its own medical
colleges to the Central government in-
stitution. The State Health Department
also alleged that tests conducted using
the RT-PCR testing kits provided by
ICMR-NICED were proving to be non-
conclusive. Every sample had to be test-
ed twice or thrice, it said, which was
causing delays. “We received instruc-
tions from the ICMR not to distribute
the faulty kits. The kits have lost their
activity due to problems in storage level
at the medical college level or during
transportation,” NICED director Shanta
Dutta said. This development triggered
a major controversy with the Trinamool
Congress accusing the Centre of not
providing even the most basic resources
to !ght the pandemic. By the end of
April, the State began testing at 14 facil-
ities. It tested 2,000 samples a day. Yet,
with over 16,500 samples tested by the
end of April, West Bengal still ranked
the lowest among the bigger States in
terms of testing. It was testing 183 per
million of the population, whereas the
national average was 613.

Centre-State di!erences 
The NICED issue was not the only one
that revealed the di%erences between
the State and Centre. The Centre’s deci-
sion to send two inter-ministerial cen-
tral teams (IMCTs) triggered a public
spat between the West Bengal govern-
ment and the Centre. Banerjee made it
very clear that she was was unhappy
about the IMCTs’ visit and sent a strong-

ly worded letter to Modi saying “such
unilateral action on the part of the Cen-
tral Government is not desirable at all”.
The Chief Secretary said that the Cen-
tral teams had arrived in the State with-
out any consultation with the State go-
vernment and would therefore not be
allowed to tour West Bengal. However,
the State government softened its stand
after receiving a letter from the Union
Home Secretary, which said that the
Central teams “have been speci!cally
restrained from making any visits”
which amount to “obstructing the im-
plementation of the orders issued by
the Central government under the Dis-
aster Management Act, 2005, and
equally binding directions of the Hon-
’ble Supreme Court”.

For the next few days the IMCTs
raised questions on almost all aspects of
COVID-19 management in the State,
from the number of ventilators in hospi-
tals, quarantine facilities, delays in test
reports, and the use of personal protec-
tive equipment for medical sta%. Letters
addressed to the Chief Secretary by the
IMCTs stationed in the city and north
Bengal were made public, and dominat-
ed the headlines for several days. 

Meanwhile, while the Central teams
were visiting the State, the Chief Minis-
ter took to the streets once again. This
time, she did not distribute masks or
speak to the people directly; instead,
she addressed them via a microphone
while being seated inside a police vehi-
cle. She appealed to the people to re-
main inside their homes during the
lockdown. For several days, Banerjee
went around di%erent areas appealing
to people to respect the lockdown.

On April 24, the IMCTs sought to
know details of the procedure which
the audit committee was following to
announce COVID-19 deaths. On the
same day, the State government shared
for the !rst time the total number of
deaths related to COVID-19 in the State.
It said that the audit committee had exa-
mined 57 deaths and found that 18 were
related to the virus; the rest were due to
severe co-morbidities. On April 30, the
State government announced that since
the outbreak of the pandemic, 105 per-
sons who had tested positive for CO-
VID-19 in West Bengal had died. Of
these, 33 deaths had died of COVID-19
and 72 had died of co-morbidities. Inter-
estingly, this revelation came a day after
Banerjee said that it was the Health De-
partment’s decision to set up the audit
committee and that she had nothing to
do with it. Banerjee holds the health
portfolio in the government.

Virus infects healthcare workers
While the State and Centre were busy
writing letters to each other, healthcare
providers at State-run hospitals were
getting infected at a rapid pace. By the
end of April, more than 20 healthcare
sta%, including at the Medical College,
Kolkata, one of the oldest medical col-
leges in the country, had tested positive.
A doctor at the hospital said N95 masks
and personal protective equipment
available were not enough; that they
were available only for those who had

the highest risk of getting infected. This
endangered the lives of medical profes-
sionals, he said. The situation was simi-
lar in other medical college and hospi-
tals of the State.

Speaking on condition of anonymity,
the doctor cited an instance that oc-
curred on April 8 to illustrate how the
government was not taking the situation
seriously. A pregnant woman with CO-
VID-19 symptoms was brought to the gy-
naecology department. She was not
shifted to the COVID-19 facility and
came in contact with doctors and health
workers of three consecutive shifts. The
doctor, who was working at the emer-
gency department, later showed symp-
toms of the disease and was placed un-
der quarantine. Like many of his
colleagues, he stood in queue, gave his
samples and waited for the reports.

On April 26, a senior health o"cial of
the West Bengal government died. The
news sent shockwaves across the health
sector. The Calcutta High Court, which
is also hearing a matter on the spread of
COVID-19, wanted to know whether
enough pieces of personal protective
equipment were available for frontline
health workers. Highlighting the fact
that more and more healthcare workers
are testing positive for the virus in the
State, the West Bengal Doctors Forum
has emphasised the need for intensive
testing for healthcare professionals. 

At the Medical College, Kolkata, a
doctor heaved a sigh of relief after test-
ing negative for the virus. “My test re-
sults are negative, but my colleagues
and friends are testing positive. Even to-
day a postgraduate trainee at the hospi-
tal has tested positive. I don’t know
what the future holds for us,” he said.

‘Clerical mistakes’, data updates
The West Bengal government has not
only been criticised for allegedly hiding
data and for its low testing rate. In the
last week of April, a 70-year-old man
died after being readmitted to a State-
run health facility in Kolkata. The hospi-
tal had initially released him saying he
had tested negative for the virus. A day
after he was released, it asked him to get
readmitted. The hospital said he was
COVID-19 positive and that he had been
released by mistake. While the govern-
ment did not comment on this case, the
Chief Minister said “minor clerical mis-
takes” should not be highlighted.

It was only in the last week of April
that the State government started shar-
ing more information about the spread
of the outbreak. It released the list of
containment zones in the State (444 on
April 30). Almost 60% of these contain-
ment zones (264) are in Kolkata, fol-
lowed by 72 in Howrah and 70 in the ad-
joining district of North 24 Parganas. 

West Bengal has contested the
Centre’s May 1 list that shows 10 districts
of the State being in the ‘red zone’. It in-
sists that only four districts should be in-
cluded in the category. Communication
from the State to the Centre revealed
that on April 30, West Bengal had 931
COVID-19 infections. With 489 cases,
Kolkata alone accounted for over 52 %
o% all infections in the State. 

A municipal worker delivers fruits and vegetables from a vendor for residents in a containment area in Kolkata on April 21. (Below): Health workers interact with residents in a slum during a health survey in Belgachia,
Kolkata, after it became a COVID-19 hotspot. * AFP | PTI

The mystery of the low COVID-19 numbers
The West Bengal government is locked in a confrontation with the Centre, even as it battles charges that it withheld information on the number of infected and dead, 
and is testing too few people. Shiv Sahay Singh reports on a State that made initial e!orts to contain the spread of COVID-19, but has come under "re since
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According to the Union
Health Ministry, there are
130 red zone districts, 284
orange zone districts and
319 green zone districts.

“However, States/ UTs,
based on their assessment
of the situation, and with
the primary objective of
keeping the spread of CO-
VID-19 in check, may allow
only select activities from
out of the permitted activi-
ties, with such restrictions
as felt necessary,” MHA said. 

“In all zones, persons
above 65 years of age, per-
sons with co-morbidities,
pregnant women, and chil-
dren below the age of 10
years, shall stay at home, ex-
cept for meeting essential
requirements and for health
purposes,” MHA said.

All private o!ces in red
zone can operate with up to
33% strength as per
requirement.

All Government o!ces
shall function with senior
o!cers of the level of Depu-
ty Secretary and above at
full strength, and the re-
maining sta" attending up
to 33% as per requirement,
MHA said.

The National Directive for
COVID-19 management said
shops selling liquor, gutkha,
and tobacco will be allowed
to open in orange, green
zones and rural areas by
maintaining six-feet dis-
tance and ensuring no more
than #ve persons are pre-
sent at a time. 

Schools, colleges, hotels
and restaurants, cinema
halls, malls, gymnasiums
and all kinds of social, polit-
ical, cultural, religious gath-
erings remain prohibited. 

The MHA said movement
of individuals, for all non-es-
sential activities, shall re-
main strictly prohibited bet-
ween 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. in all
zones.

Green zones are districts
with either zero con#rmed
cases till date; or, no con-
#rmed case in the last 21
days. Red zones are de#ned
as per total number of active
cases, doubling rate of con-
#rmed cases, extent of test-
ing and surveillance feed-
back from the districts. The
districts, which are neither
de#ned as red nor green,
shall be classi#ed as orange
zones. 

Lockdown till May 17;
curbs stay on transport

have to be screened by the
sending States and only
those found asymptomatic
would be allowed to travel.
In addition, the sending
State governments would
have to arrange to bring
these people in batches in
sanitized buses, following
social distancing norms and
other precautions. “It will
be mandatory for every pas-
senger to wear face cover.
Meals and drinking water
would be provided to the
passengers by the sending
States at the originating
station.”

A Railway o!cial said the
fare for these special trains
would be based on the fare
for Sleeper Mail Express
trains, plus $30 superfast
charge and an additional
charge of $20. This includes
meals and drinking water
for long-distance trains. Ho-
wever, passengers are not
required to buy the ticket.
The fares would be paid by
the State governments. 

The Railways said the
cancellation of all passenger
train services would be ex-
tended till May 17. 

The #ve ‘Shramik Special’
trains planned are: Nasik
(Maharashtra) to Lucknow
(Uttar Pradesh), Aluva (Ker-
ala) to Bhubaneswar (Od-
isha), Nasik (Maharashtra)
to Bhopal (Madhya Pra-
desh), Jaipur (Rajasthan) to
Patna (Bihar) and Kota (Ra-
jasthan) to Hatia ( Jhark-
hand). A Railways o!cial
stressed that these were
special trains planned for
people identi#ed and regis-
tered by the State govern-
ments, and that the Rail-
ways would not issue any
tickets to any individual or
group. “We will allow only
those passengers to board
whom State government of-
#cials will bring to Railway
Stations,” said the o!cial,
speaking on the condition of
anonymity.

“These special trains will
be run from point to point
on the request of both the
concerned State govern-
ments as per the standard
protocols for sending and
receiving such stranded per-
sons,” the Indian Railways
said in an o!cial statement.

The passengers would

Railways run ‘Shramik
Specials’ to ferry stranded

new normal in terms of
maintaining social distanc-
ing norms.

Giving details of the avail-
ability of essential medical
equipments such as PPEs,
mask, gloves and ventila-
tors, Chairman of the Empo-
wered Group-3 P.D. Vaghela
said given the high global
demand, India is promoting
domestic manufacturing
and imports are being re-
sorted to only if absolutely
necessary. 

He noted that the Health
Ministry indicated a project-
ed demand of 75,000 venti-
lators till June. He said, “The
present availability is about
19,398. An order for 60,884
ventilators have been
placed wherein 59,884 ven-
tilators have been ordered
to domestic manufacturers
and imports are to the tune
of 1,000 ventilators.” 

On Personal Protective
Equipment (PPE), Dr. Vagh-
ela said the total projected
demand of PPE kits till June
was estimated to be $2.01
crore. He added that 107
domestic manufacturers
had been identi#ed and fa-
cilitated, who have raised
their daily production to
about 1.87 lakh such kits.

Dr. Vaghela said the In-
dian Council of Medical Re-
search (ICMR) has now
reached a per day testing le-
vel of about 70,000 and has
conducted more than 9 lakh
tests so far. 

Ms. Sudan said that in bu"er
zones, extensive surveil-
lance through monitoring of
ILI/SARI (in%uenza-like ill-
ness and severe acute respi-
ratory infections) cases had
to be taken up. “The con-
tainment zones in districts
have to be delineated based
on mapping of cases and
contacts, geographical dis-
persion of cases and con-
tacts, areas with well-de-
marcated perimeters and
enforceability.”

Ms. Sudan said districts
were earlier designated as
hotspots/red zones, orange
zones and green zones,
based on the cumulative
cases and the doubling rate.
But with the recovery rate
going up, the new classi#ca-
tion is multi-factorial, in-
cluding the incidence of cas-
es, the doubling rate, the
extent of testing and surveil-
lance and feedback. 

In the list, all the 11 dis-
tricts in Delhi have been
classi#ed under the red
zone hotspots. Uttar Pra-
desh has 19 districts in the
red zone, Maharashtra 14,
Tamil Nadu 12, Gujarat and
Madhya Pradesh nine each. 

Assam, Himachal Pra-
desh, Ladakh, Meghalaya,
Puducherry and Tripura
have no red zone districts.

Speaking at the daily
press brie#ng, Joint Secre-
tary in the Health Ministry
Lav Agarwal said the coun-
try will need to get used to a

130 districts in red zone
in lockdown extension 

The Centre’s proposal to
construct a new Parliament
building next to the existing
heritage structure was ap-
proved by the Environment
Ministry’s expert appraisal
committee (EAC) last week. 

The EAC, however, said
the approval was subject to
the outcome of a legal chal-
lenge to the change of land-
use of the plot, according to
the minutes of the meeting. 

The Central Public Works
Department’s (CPWD) pro-
posal for “expansion and re-
novation of the existing Par-
liament building at
Parliament Street” was
among the projects consi-
dered by the EAC at its meet-
ings on April 22-24. 

The proposal was earlier
considered by the EAC at its
meetings on February 25-26,
where it asked the CPWD for
additional information. 

While reconsidering the
project during last week’s
meeting, the EAC noted that
the project cost, as submit-
ted by the CPWD, had gone
up from $776 crore to $922
crore due to “changes in pro-
ject speci#cations”. 

While the March noti#ca-
tion of the Ministry of Hous-
ing and Urban A"airs of (Mo-
HUA) changing the land-use
of the plot from “recreation-
al (district park)” to “Parlia-
ment” in the Master Plan of
Delhi has been challenged in
the Supreme Court, the
CPWD clari#ed that there
was no stay order. 

The CPWD submitted that
there would be “no signi#-
cant impacts on public
space” and with the entire
area being in “high security

zone”, the plot could have
never been used for recrea-
tional purposes. Of the 333
trees on the plot, 223 will be
transplanted and 100 re-
tained. In addition, 290 new
trees would be planted.

Responding to a represen-
tation to the EAC about the
timing of the project in the
wake of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the CPWD submitted:
“The existing Parliament
building was constructed 93
years ago. Over the years
many planned/ unplanned
changes have been made, of-
ten undocumented. It is in
dire need of retro#tting as
soon as possible. This can

only be done once the build-
ing is in vacant position and
that will happen once the
new building is made availa-
ble. Therefore, development
of the proposed Parliament
building is of utmost impor-
tance.” 

The CPWD stated that the
project was the “expansion
of an existing building on the
neighbouring plot” so the
environmental impacts
would be “if at all, minor and
incremental”. The project
would not lead to any in-
crease in air and noise pollu-
tions and the water con-
sumption would decrease
due to reuse of treated wa-

ter, the EAC minutes stated. 
Kanchi Kohli, an indepen-

dent environment law re-
searcher, said the assess-
ment done was inadequate.
“The CPWD’s EIA consultant
has called the impacts of the
modernisation and expan-
sion of Parliament, which in-
cludes an entirely new build-
ing ‘minor and incremental’.
This is without carrying out
a full environment assess-
ment of the stand-alone Par-
liament project, leave alone
the full Central Vista redeve-
lopment, of which it is a
part.”

(With inputs from
Jacob Koshy)

Environment Ministry gives
nod for new Parliament project
Approval subject to outcome of legal challenge to land use change, says panel

Damini Nath 

NEW DELHI 

The Congress criticised the
government for moving
ahead with its plan to con-
struct a new Parliament
building at a time when the
country is battling the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. It showed
the government’s “absurd
priorities” at a time when
the country was facing a
health crisis and hunger
looming large due to the ex-
tended lockdown, the party
said. 

The Central Vista Com-
mittee, at a meeting on April
23, approved the construc-
tion of a new Parliament
building, The Hindu report-
ed on Friday. The construc-
tion is a part of the larger re-
vamp of the entire 3-km
Central Vista from Rashtra-
pati Bhavan till India Gate,
proposed by the Housing
and Urban A"airs Ministry
and its construction agency,
the CPWD. 

“It shows the warped,
distorted and completely
absurd priorities of this go-
vernment. Bang in the mid-
dle of COVID-19, they are
fast-tracking, hot-footing
the project,” Congress na-
tional spokesperson and Ra-
jya Sabha member Abhish-
ek Manu Singhvi said.

‘Hobby horse’
Mr. Singhvi called it a “hob-
by horse” of the govern-
ment. “It is the intention to
leave in a personal manner
your own stamp, by littering
the green verdant landscape
of Rajpath with new build-
ings in the name of moder-
nisation. A more horrible at-
tack on the heart and
pysche of Delhi cannot be
imagined,” he said. 

Nearly, 14 lakh ventilators
could be purchased with

this money and even the mi-
grant workers stranded
across various cities, staring
at hunger, could be, if need-
ed, %own back in planes us-
ing this money. “We would
earnestly with folded hands
urge the Supreme Court to
pay attention to this,” he ad-
ded. 

Jairam Ramesh’s plea
Rajya Sabha member Jairam
Ramesh, wrote to House
Chairman Venkaiah Naidu,
urging him to oppose the
project. The MP Local Area
Development fund had
been frozen for two years.
The dearness allowance of
government employees had
been deferred till mid-2021
and there were reports that
the defence expenditure too
shall be substantially cut. At
such a time, Mr. Ramesh
wrote, “the Central Vista Re-
development Project, of
which you have been a
strong votary, continues un-
mindful of the #nancial cri-
sis staring the government
in its face and unmindful of
all objections that have been
raised against it.” 

Mr. Ramesh urged Mr
Naidu to speak out and sup-
port a freeze on the Central
Vista Redevelopment
Project.

In a tweet earlier, Mr. Ra-
mesh said that “the many
‘Modi Mahals’ can and must
wait!”

Project shows govt’s
warped view: Congress
‘Funds must be used to !ght COVID-19’
Special Correspondent 

New Delhi 

Abhishek Manu Singhvi

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day asked the Delhi govern-
ment to respond to a plea
made by anti-Citizenship
Amendment Act activist
Sharjeel Imam to club the
#ve sedition cases registered
against him in di"erent
States and to have them in-
vestigated by a single
agency.

A Bench led by Justice
Ashok Bhushan gave the Del-
hi government 10 days to #le
a response even as it said
there was nothing wrong in
the registration of an FIR if
the police had information
about a cognisable o"ence.

Senior advocate Sidd-
harth Dave, for Mr. Imam,
referred to how the top

court had urgently heard the
case of journalist Arnab Gos-
wami even as it stayed all
multiple FIRs against him ex-
cept for the one in Nagpur,
which was shifted to Mum-
bai. Mr. Dave asked why his
client, whose personal liber-
ty was also at stake, should
not get a similar relief.

Mr. Dave, in a hearing
through videoconferencing,
said FIRs were registered
against his client in Delhi,
Uttar Pradesh, Assam, Mani-
pur and Arunachal Pradesh.
He has been booked under
the draconian Unlawful Ac-
tivities (Prevention) Act.

Mr. Imam was arrested by
Delhi police’s Crime Branch
on January 28 from Jehana-
bad in Bihar for allegedly
making in%ammatory
speeches in Jamia Milia Isla-
mia and Aligarh, during
protests against the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Act. The
PhD student at the JNU’s
Centre for Historical Studies
has been booked on sedition
and other charges after vide-
os of his speeches were cir-
culated on social media.

Respond to anti-CAA activist’s
appeal, court tells Delhi govt.
Club all sedition cases !led in various States, says petitioner

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Sharjeel Imam

The Centre on Friday clari-
#ed that all service matters
of the employees of the Cen-
tral government and the Un-
ion Territories of Jammu
and Kashmir and Ladakh
will be heard by the Central
Administrative Tribunal
(CAT) Bench of Jammu and
Kashmir.

“Neither the petitioner
nor the lawyer needs to go
to Chandigarh for #ling a pe-
tition or appearing before
the tribunal. The term
‘Chandigarh circuit’ is being
misinterpreted to mean that
the petitioner or the lawyer
would have to go to Chandi-
garh, which is not so,” the
Department of Personnel
and Training (DoPT) said in
a statement. 

The clari#cation came a

day after lawyers and re-
gional parties opposed the
shifting of service matters,
now pending before Jammu
and Kashmir courts, to the
CAT, Chandigarh.

In an order issued by the
DoPT on April 29, the CAT,
Chandigarh, was granted ju-
risdiction of the Benches in
Haryana, Himachal Pradesh
and Punjab and in the Union
Territories of Chandigarh,
Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh.

The registration of cases
can also be done either on-
line or at the CAT’s secreta-
riat o!ce to be set up
locally.

“Disposal of cases
through the CAT in the Un-
ion Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir will ensure fair and
objective delivery of jus-
tice,” the statement said.

CAT J&K Bench will hear
service matters: Centre 
‘No one needs to go to Chandigarh’
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Srinagar

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day granted noted civil
rights lawyer Prashant
Bhushan protection from
arrest in an FIR registered
against him in Gujarat in
connection with his tweet
on the re-telecast of epics
Ramayana and Mahabhara-
ta amid the COVID-19
lockdown.

A Bench of Justices Ash-
ok Bhushan and Sanjiv
Khanna, in the proceed-
ings conducted through vi-
deo conferencing, issued
notice to the Gujarat Police
and listed the case after
two weeks. 

The FIR was lodged by
former Army personnel Jai-
dev Rajnikant Joshi at Raj-
kot in Gujarat. In his com-
plaint, Joshi had accused
Bhushan of using word
‘opium’ for Ramayana and
Mahabharata in a tweet on
March 28 which hurt the
sentiments of many Hindu
people.

SC comes to
the aid of
Bhushan
Legal Correspondent

New Delhi 

A BJP spokesman on Friday
said that a former sar-
panch, arrested by the Na-
tional investigation Agency
(NIA) in a terror case on
Wednesday, had unsuc-
cessfully contested As-
sembly elections in J&K in
2014 on a party ticket but
was suspended for anti-
party activities four years
later.

The suspect, Tariq Ah-
mad Mir, 36, was arrested
by the NIA in a case regis-
tered in January. 

Altaf Thakur, BJP spo-
kesperson in Srinagar told
The Hindu that Mir was the
party candidate from Wa-
chi Assembly seat in South
Kashmir in 2014 but his
primary membership was
terminated on October 3,
2018.

‘Sarpanch held
for terror links
is not with BJP’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi 

The Election Commission of
India (ECI) on Friday decid-
ed to hold elections to nine
vacant Maharashtra Legisla-
tive Council seats on May 21,
after receiving letters from
the State Governor and the
Chief Secretary on the feasi-
bility of conducting the polls
during the pandemic.

The nomination process
will be from May 4 to 11, the
last date for withdrawal of
candidature is May 14 and
polling and counting on May
21. The ECI’s decision comes
just in time for Uddhav
Thackeray, who was sworn
in as Chief Minister on No-
vember 28 last, giving him
six months to become a
member of the Assembly or
the Council in order to conti-
nue in the post. 

The ECI’s schedule for the
polls says the election pro-
cess will be completed by

May 26, a day ahead of the
May 27 deadline for Mr.
Thackeray.

In a statement, the ECI
said it reviewed the feasibili-
ty of conducting biennial
elections to the nine seats
that fell vacant on April 24. 

Chief Election Commis-
sioner Sunil Arora joined the
meeting with Election Com-
missioners Ashok Lavasa
and Sushil Chandra through
videoconferencing from the
United States, where he is
since travel restrictions were
imposed to control CO-

VID-19 in March. The ECI de-
cided on April 3 to defer the
elections to the nine seats
each in Maharashtra and Bi-
har councils due to the lock-
down that followed the pan-
demic. The Commission said
it received a letter on Thurs-
day from the Chief Secretary
highlighting the steps taken
to control the pandemic and
reiterating that the State go-
vernment thought the polls
could be conducted safely. 

The State government
had assured the Commission
that it was fully committed
to ensuring that the elec-
tions are held in total hygien-
ic conditions with social dis-
tancing measures and other
conditions imposed by the
competent authorities, the
ECI said. Other elections
that were deferred, includ-
ing to the Rajya Sabha and
the Bihar Legislative Coun-
cil, would be reviewed next
week.

Maharashtra Legislative Council
elections to be held on May 21 
State says it is committed to o"ering safe, sanitised facilities

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI 

Uddhav Thackeray

Only one of the key terro-
rists of the banned Lashkar-
e-Taiba (LeT) and its front,
Jamat-ud Dawah ( JuD), who
were earlier arrested in Pa-
kistan ahead of the crucial
Financial Action Task Force
(FATF) review meetings, is
currently lodged in jail, ac-
cording to Indian enforce-
ment agencies. 

“Arrests of several top
LeT/JuD operatives were
shown by Pakistan before
the meetings in October
2019 and February this year.
However, according to our
information, now only one
of them — Qari Yaqoob
Sheikh — is lodged in Adyala
Jail [Central Jail-Rawalpin-
di],” said an o!cial. 

LeT chief Ha#z Saeed and
co-founder Amir Hamza are
currently said to be operat-
ing from their homes in La-
hore. 

The agencies are of the
view that Pakistani authori-

ties are exploring various
ways to conceal the ground
realities and instead, come
up with presentable #gures
before the FATF on the ac-
tion taken against terror
funding, before the review
of its performance in June.
In February, the interna-
tional watchdog decided to
keep it on its grey list.

Following pressure from
the global community to
crack down on the terro-
rists, Pakistan had admitted
that hundreds of them were
operating from its soil and
that strong action was being
taken against them. 

“Pakistan’s National
Counter Terrorism Authori-
ty (NCTA) maintains a list of
such elements. However, ac-
cording to the recent media
reports, about 1,800 names
have been removed from
the list since March. In the
past 18 months, as many as
3,800 of the 7,600 names
have been struck o",” the of-
#cial said.

‘Only one key LeT
operative in Pak. jail’
Enforcement o#cials express concern
Devesh K. Pandey 

NEW DELHI
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COVID-19

The Congress on Friday ac-
cused the Union govern-
ment of ‘mercilessly’ aban-
doning the migrant
labourers and asserted that
the Home Ministry’s order
allowing the inter-State
movement of those stranded
was a ‘cruel joke and
non-starter’.

The party said the Centre
should have provided
!2,500 crore to the State go-
vernments to facilitate a
smooth movement of work-
ers. 

In a series of tweets, form-
er Union Finance Minister P.
Chidambaram o"ered his
suggestions to the govern-
ment as well. He noted that
the government had listened
to some of the suggestions of
the Congress. There were
more that ‘deserve to be ac-
cepted by the government
forthwith’, he said. 

“Make cash transfers to
the bottom half of the fami-
lies (13 crore families). Pro-
vide #nancial assistance
package including wage as-
sistance and credit guaran-
tee to MSMEs. Prepare Exit
strategy after current lock-
down ends on May 3 and an-
nounce a Paycheque Protec-
tion Programme for
low-salaried tax payers,” he
said.

Singhvi’s charge
Addressing an online press
conference, Rajya Sabha
member and party spokes-
person Abhishek Singhvi
said the Central govern-
ment’s approach towards
the poor was re$ected by
the ‘mismanagement’ of mi-
grant labourers. “The
Centre had mercilessly,
cruelly and without a second
thought abandoned the en-
tire category of migrant la-
bour,” he alleged.

Mr. Singhvi claimed that
U.P. and Bihar alone expect-
ed about 42 lakh workers

from di"erent parts of the
country. Bihar alone expect-
ed an estimated 25 lakh
workers from States as far as
Tamil Nadu and Maharash-
tra and they cannot be tran-
sported unless special trains
were pressed into service.
“Is this a solution or mad-
ness.” Why the Centre could

not arrange special trains
earlier like it did with special
$ights, he asked. 

Congress leader Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury also
complained that Railway Mi-
nister Piyush Goyal didn’t
even take his call to discuss
the issue of moving stranded
people of West Bengal.

Help MSMEs, make
cash transfer to
poor: Chidambaram

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI 

Sad plight: Migrant workers waiting to board a special bus in
Bengaluru on Friday. * BHAGYA PRAKASH. K

MHA order on inter-State
movement a cruel joke: Cong.

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has re-
quested Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi to run a special
train to bring back over 1.6
lakh migrant workers of the
State stranded in various ci-
ties. 

In a letter, Mr. Baghel said
that taking care of the eco-
nomic and mental condition
of these workers and their
homecoming was
important.

He said the Centre’s deci-
sion to impose the lock-
down helped in controlling
the spread of COVID-19 in
the State.

Mr. Baghel said Chhattis-
garh was coordinating the
return of the migrants with
the other States and a plan
was chalked out to bring
them back by buses. Howev-

er, it would be di%cult to ar-
range for buses to transport
such a large number of
workers.

“In the present situation,
point-to-point special trains
could be run to ensure the
safety, convenience and hy-
giene of these workers. The
Chhattisgarh government
has made the request to Un-
ion Home Minister Amit
Shah. I request you to take a
quick decision on operating
a special train...,” he said. 

Baghel urges PM for 
train to ferry migrants 
‘Di!cult to transport them on buses’ 
Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Bhupesh Baghel 

PM meets Ministers to
discuss exit strategy 
NEW DELHI

Ahead of the scheduled end
of the extended nationwide
lockdown, PM Narendra Modi
on Friday met key Ministers,
including Home Minister Amit
Shah and Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman,
apparently to discuss an exit
strategy. Sources said the PM
has been holding discussions
on various post-lockdown
aspects. PTI

IN BRIEF

A new Urban Employment
Guarantee Act is needed to
complement the existing ru-
ral jobs scheme during the
ongoing COVID-19 crisis,
said a group of development
activists and economists. 

In a letter sent to Rural
Development Minister Na-
rendra Singh Tomar, they
have asked for MGNREGA
funding to be increased to at
least !1 lakh crore for the
next three months, noting
that the scheme already has
the infrastructure in place to
respond to the unprecedent-
ed unemployment crisis. 

The group has also re-
commended relaxation of
the 100 days of work per
household limit, suggesting

that all individuals who wish
to work under the scheme
be given employment for as
many days as needed, up to
the full year. 

Given that a large number
of migrants returning from
cities to villages as a result of

the lockdown would desper-
ately need work but may not
have MGNREGA job cards,
the group suggested that
anyone wanting work
should be given a job, with
card registration made avail-
able on site.

Signatories to the letter
include economists Jean
Dreze, Jayati Ghosh and Ree-
tika Khera, activists Aruna
Roy and Nikhil Dey of the
Mazdoor Kisan Shakti San-
gathan and Annie Raja of the
National Federation of In-
dian Women, as well as Swa-
raj Party president Yogendra
Yadav. 

The economists also
asked for full minimum wag-
es in cash, as well as dry ra-
tions, to be paid to workers
within seven days rather
than the current 15-day li-
mit, so that the scheme can
meet the needs of people.
Biometric based payment
systems should be avoided
for now, they said, noting
that bank account payments
would only cause over-

crowding in rural banks.
People prevented from

working during the pandem-
ic due to medical advisories
including those aged over
50, disabled and sick, and
pregnant women, should be
paid full wages for the dura-
tion of the restrictions, the
group recommended. The
signatories also urged that
rather than stopping
MGNREGA work throughout
districts declared to be in
the red zone, decisions
should instead be taken
block-wise.

With regard to an urban
jobs programme, the letter’s
signatories noted that a sig-
ni#cant number of migrants
were returning to small
towns and had lost their live-
lihoods. 

Economists call for urban jobs scheme
Social activists urge Centre to expand MGNREGA funding, work limits to mitigate fallout of COVID-19

Livelihood matters: A !le photo of workers engaged in
desilting work at a village in Visakhapatnam. * K.R. DEEPAK

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Uttar Pradesh and Bihar
joined the Centre’s ration
card portability scheme on
International Labour Day,
o"ering some hope that
their huge migrant worker
populations can start access-
ing subsidised and free food-
grains in many of the States
where they have been left
stranded by the COVID-19
lockdown.

Punjab, Himachal Pra-
desh, Dadra and Nagar Ha-
veli and Daman and Diu also
joined the national cluster
under the Food Ministry’s
One Nation One Ration Card
scheme on Thursday, taking
the total number of integrat-
ed States and Union Territo-
ries to 17, according to a
Food Ministry statement. 

The other States which

are already part of the na-
tional cluster are Andhra
Pradesh, Goa, Gujarat, Ha-
ryana, Jharkhand, Kerala,
Karnataka, Madhya Pra-
desh, Maharashtra, Rajas-
than, Telangana and
Tripura.

June 1 deadline
All remaining States and Un-
ion Territories are supposed
to come on board by June 1.
However, the integration of
States is running behind
schedule, with a number of
remaining States yet to com-
plete installation of electron-
ic point of sale machines at
all ration shops and seeding
of Aadhaar data into their
NFSA databases.

In a mid-April interview,
Food Minister Ram Vilas Pas-
wan told The Hindu that
“the project has been halted

now because of the pandem-
ic”. However, on April 28,
the Supreme Court directed
the Centre to consider
whether it was possible to
implement the scheme,
keeping in mind the plight of
migrants left stranded by the
pandemic.

The addition of #ve new

States potentially means
nearly 60 crore bene#ciaries
of the National Food Securi-
ty Act (NFSA) can now use
their ration cards, issued in
their home States, to pick up
their entitled quota of food-
grains from any ration shop
of their choice in these 17
States and Union Territories. 

However, the Centre has
quali#ed that actual imple-
mentation is still dependent
on “on-#eld readiness”, so it
remains to be seen when
workers start using the facil-
ity. Also, Aadhaar is a pre-
condition for availing this fa-
cility as the biometric ID is
used to ensure that bene#ci-
aries are not claiming food-
grains in multiple States,
above their entitled quota.

The Food Ministry has
earlier clari#ed that a single
family holding one ration

card can split the locations
from where they pick up
their ration. If one migrant
worker from the family is in
a distant city while the rest
of the family remains in their
home village, both can avail
themselves of a 50% portion
of the ration allocation in
the two di"erent locations
by providing ration card and
Aadhaar authentication.

The Food Ministry has ac-
tivated the facility for web-
services for inter-State tran-
sactions and monitoring
through central dash-
booards with immediate ef-
fect. All 17 States have been
requested to formally start
seamless portability opera-
tions in a single cluster with
e"ect from May 1, “or at the
earliest, depending on their
on-#eld readiness”, said the
statement. 

U.P., Bihar migrants can get rations in other States too
The two have joined One Nation One Ration Card scheme, which integrates a total of 17 States & U.T.s 

Migrant labourers
transporting food items in
New Delhi on Thursday. * AP

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

To express gratitude to all
those involved in the #ght
against the COVID-19 pan-
demic across the country,
the Armed Forces have
planned a series of activities
on May 3 from morning till
evening, Chief of Defence
Sta" (CDS) General Bipin Ra-
wat said on Friday. This was
the #rst formal press confe-
rence of the CDS along with
the three Service Chiefs
since he assumed charge on
January 1.

“Indian Air Force (IAF)
will conduct $ypast from Sri-
nagar to Thiruvananthapu-
ram and another one start-
ing from Dibrugarh in Assam
to Kutch in Gujarat,” Gen.
Rawat announced. There
will also be showering of pe-
tals from helicopters on hos-
pitals across the country

which have been in involved
in saving our people from
COVID-19, he stated. The $y-
past will include both tran-
sport and #ghter aircraft.

On its part, the Army will
conduct mounted band dis-
plays along some of the CO-
VID-19 hospitals in almost ev-
ery district of our country
and Armed Forces would lay
wreaths at the police memo-

rial to show solidarity with
the police forces, he said.

The Navy on its part will
be out on the seas displaying
their formations. You will
witness some lighting of our
ships on the seashores ex-
pressing solidarity and grati-
tude once again on our part,
Gen. Rawat said. He said this
was an e"ort by the Armed
Forces to thank all COVID-19

warriors — doctors, nurses,
sanitation workers, police,
home guards, delivery boys
and media — who have been
been reaching out with the
message of government on
how to carry on with lives in
di%cult times.

The Defence Ministry said
that the plan of action and
various activities of thanks-
giving from the Armed Forc-
es was #nalised at the meet-
ing earlier in the day,
presided over by Defence Mi-
nister Rajnath Singh with the
CDS, three Service Chiefs
and the National Security
Advisor (NSA).

Asked about the evacua-
tion e"ort being planned to
bring back Indians stranded
in the Gulf region, Navy
Chief Admiral Karambir
Singh said it will all depend
on the plan made by the Mi-
nistry of External A"airs.

Armed forces to express
gratitude to corona warriors 
Series of activities planned for May 3, says CDS General Bipin Rawat

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Showers of appreciation: Chief of Defence Sta" General Bipin
Rawat, left, and Navy chief Admiral Karambir Singh. * PTI

Delhi HC declines to hear
plea on phone bills
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Friday declined to entertain a
plea seeking directions to
telecom operators and
Internet Service Providers not
to charge any amount for
offices, shops and other
enterprises that remained
shut due to the lockdown. It
said the SC has already dealt
with a similar issue.

The West Bengal government
on Friday said that the
Centre’s classi#cation of ten
districts in the State as red
zones is erroneous. As per
the Centre’s criteria, the
number of red zone districts
should be four, not ten. 

“This is an erroneous as-
sessment. Based on the cur-
rent parameters of Govern-
ment of India for the
categorisation of areas for
COVID-19, the districts [that]
are in red zone are only four
— Kolkata, Howrah, North 24
Parganas and Purba Medini-
pur,” State Health Secretary
Vivek Kumar said in a letter
to Preeti Sudan, Secretary-
Union Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare. 

In the presentation made
by the Cabinet Secretary dur-
ing a video conference with

Chief Secretaries, and in Ms.
Sudan’s letter to Chief Secre-
taries on Thursday, West
Bengal is stated to have ten
districts in red zones. Mr. Ku-
mar’s letter says that in cer-
tain districts like Kalimpong,
which are included in the red
zone, the last coronavirus
case was recorded as early as
April 2. In Jalpaiguri, also in-
cluded in the red zone list,
the last positive case was re-
corded on April 4, and simi-
larly in Murshidabad on April
16. 

52% in Kolkata
There are eight green zone
districts in West Bengal
where no COVID-19 cases
have been recorded so far.
Mr. Kumar in his letter also
pointed out that there had
been 489 COVID-19 cases in
Kolkata till April 30. 

According to the commu-

nication received till April
30, there have been 931 cases
in West Bengal, and Kolkata
alone accounts for 52% of all
cases. After Kolkata, it is
Howrah, with 176 cases, that
has the second highest num-
ber of COVID-19 cases. 

Reacting to the Health Mi-
nistry’s list, the Trinamool
Congress leadership said it
was an attempt on the part of
the Centre to malign the
State government.

“The sole aim of the BJP-
led Union government is to
malign Bengal and its e"orts
to tackle the pandemic. How
can the Centre, without tak-
ing the state government on
board, declare 10 districts as
hotspots? This is nothing but
a violation of the federal
structure,” senior TMC lead-
er and Rajya Sabha MP Santa-
nu Sen said. 

(With PTI input)

‘Centre’s list of red zones in Bengal erroneous’ 
Health Secretary says there are only four, not 10, red zones 
Special correspondent

KOLKATA
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Central Administrative Tribunal 
 
Article 323 - A: The Central Administrative Tribunal had been established under Article 323 - A of  the 
Constitution for adjudication of  disputes and complaints with respect to recruitment and conditions of  service 
of  persons appointed to public services and posts in connection with the affairs of  the Union or other 
authorities under the control of  the Government. 
In pursuance of  Article 323-A, the Parliament has passed the Administrative Tribunals Act in 1985. The act 
authorises the Central government to establish one Central Administrative Tribunal and the state 
administrative tribunals. This act opened a new chapter in the sphere of  providing speedy and inexpensive 
justice to the aggrieved public servants. 
Benches: There are 17 Benches and 21 Circuit Benches in the Central Administrative Tribunal all over India. 
Objective and Composition: The CAT is a specialist body consisting of  Administrative Members and Judicial 
Members who by virtue of  their specialized knowledge are better equipped to dispense speedy and effective 
justice. It was established in 1985. 
A Chairman who has been a sitting or retired Judge of  a High Court heads the Central Administrative Tribunal. 
Operating Principles:  
It exercises jurisdiction only in relation to the service matters of  the parties covered by the Administrative 
Tribunals Act, 1985. 
The Tribunal is guided by the principles of  natural justice in deciding cases and is not bound by the procedure, 
prescribed by the Civil Procedure Code. 
Under Section 17 of  the Administrative Tribunal Act, 1985, the Tribunal has been conferred with the power to 
exercise the same jurisdiction and authority in respect of  contempt of  itself  as a High Court. 
Independence: The conditions of  service of  the Chairman and Members are the same as applicable to a Judge 
of  High Court as per the Administrative Tribunals (Amendment) Act, 2006. 
Appeals against Orders: The orders of  Central Administrative Tribunal are challenged by way of  Writ Petition 
under Article 226/227 of  the Constitution before respective High Court in whose territorial jurisdiction the 
Bench of  the Tribunal is situated. 
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COVID-19 

Maharashtra reported a re-
cord single-day surge of a
staggering 1,008 COVID-19
positive cases as the State’s
cumulative tally crossed the
11,000-mark to touch 11,506
cases, while 26 deaths took
the State’s death toll to 485. 

As per !gures from the
Health Department, Pune
district reported 11 deaths,
while Mumbai city reported
six, including that of a resi-
dent from Uttar Pradesh.

Three deaths were re-
ported from Jalgaon district,
while one death each was
reported from Thane, Bhi-
wandi and Sindhudurg in
the Konkan, and from the
Nanded, Parbhani and Au-
rangabad districts in the Ma-
rathwada region.

Mumbai city reported its
highest single-day surge in
new positive cases, record-
ing a signi!cant 751 cases, as
the city’s cumulative tally
soared to 7,812 cases with
295 fatalities thus far.

“A total of 106 persons
were discharged today, tak-
ing the cumulative dis-
charged till date to 1,879,”
said State Surveillance O"c-
er Pradeep Awate.

Pune district’s death toll
stands at 99, while Jalgaon
district, which has thus far

reported a relatively low !-
gure of 44 positive cases,
now has a high death toll !-
gure of 12.

High risk
“58% of the deaths reported
had high-risk co-morbidities
such as diabetes, hyperten-
sion, asthma and heart dis-
ease,” informed Dr. Awate.

Till date, 1,45,798 sam-
ples have been tested in
Maharashtra, of which
1,34,244 (nearly 90%) have
returned negative, while
10,498 have tested positive.

Tally hits 11,506 with 1,008 fresh cases

Special Correspondent 

PUNE

New facility: A test being conducted in a newly inaugurated
COVID-19 bus in Worli, Mumbai, on Friday. * AADESH CHOUDHARI

Virus claims 26 more
lives in Maharashtra 

Fasting period: Muslims maintaining physical distancing as they o!er Ramzan prayers 
outside the Jama Masjid in New Delhi on Friday. * SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA 

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

Subdued prayers 

Undeterred by the coronavi-
rus lockdown, a 23-year-old
man in Uttar Pradesh kept
his marriage date even if he
had to pedal some 100 km
to reach his bride’s home,
all alone — no family mem-
bers in tow.

Kalku Prajapati of Pauthi-
ya village in Hamirpur dis-
trict was waiting till the last
minute for permission from
the administration for his
marriage on April 25.

But on !nding that it was
not coming, he decided to
go all alone on his bicycle to
his bride Rinki’s place at Pu-
niya village in neighbouring
Mahoba district, 230 km
south of Lucknow.

“We were not getting per-
mission from the local pol-
ice for the marriage. I was
left with no option but to go
on cycle, all alone, to reach
there,” Mr. Prajapati, who
studied till Class X and who
is a farmer by profession,
said.

“Those people [in-laws]

had also got wedding cards
printed and were ready for
the wedding on the decided
date,” Mr. Prajapati told PTI
on the phone. 

“Though I have a motor-
cycle, I have no driving li-
cence. Cycle was most han-
dy,” Mr. Prajapati said.
“With a handkerchief
around my mouth to save
myself from any infection, I
set o# in the morning in
jeans and a T-shirt.” 

Interestingly, the wed-
ding was performed in a vil-
lage temple with the bride
and the groom posing be-
fore the camera in their nor-
mal attire, with mouths co-
vered. 

The return journey after
the marriage was even more
arduous for Mr. Prajapati as
he had to carry his newly
wed wife on pillion. 

“I pedalled all the way
back with the double load.
Even in my dream, I had not
thought that my legs will
have such pain. I could not
sleep and had to take pills to
ease it,” he recalled. 

U.P. man cycles 100 km
all alone for his wedding
Rides double with bride on way back 
Press Trust of India

HAMIRUR

Jammu and Kashmir has re-
ported 25 fresh COVID-19
cases on Friday, taking the
tally to 639.

Government spokesman
Rohit Kansal said the Union
Territory also recorded 31
cases of recovery. “It is the
!rst time the number of re-
coveries overtook the num-
ber of those who tested pos-
itive in a day.” 

The total number of pa-
tients who have recovered
now stands at 247, including
51 from the Jammu division
and 196 from the Kashmir
division.

The o"cial said that of
the 25 fresh cases, 12 were
reported from Anantnag,
six from Kupwara, two each
from Srinagar and Shopian
and one each from Budgam,
Bandipora and Baramulla. 

In Hirpora, a hotspot in
Shopian district, two fresh
cases pushed the total num-
ber to 49. 

“Hirpora saw an expo-
nential increase in the num-

ber of cases since the !rst
was recorded on April 8. A
total of 74 cases has been re-
ported from the entire Sho-
pian district,” o"cials said. 

Bandipora district
topped, with 128 positive
cases. In Jammu division, all
26 patients have recovered
in Jammu district, o"cials
said. 

In Pulwama, !ve more
villages were declared red
zones and surrounding vil-
lages bu#er zones on Friday.
This comes with seven fresh
cases reported after no case
emerged for a month. In all,
17 villages have been de-
clared red zones.

25 fresh COVID-19 
cases reported in J&K 
31 persons recover in a single day
Special Correspondent

Srinagar

Health o"cials carrying out
random sampling in Srinagar
on Friday. * NISSAR AHMAD 

If alcohol-based sanitisers
can kill the coronavirus on
hands, there is no reason
why alcoholic drinks may
not kill the virus in tipplers’
throats, Congress MLA from
Sangod Assembly
constituency in Kota district
Bharat Singh Kundanpur
has proposed, seeking the
reopening of liquor shops in
Rajasthan. 

Mr. Kundanpur wrote in
all seriousness to Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot
on Thursday. The move
would not only save
alcoholics from dying of

spurious liquor
consumption, but also earn
much-needed revenue for
the State in a lockdown-hit
economy, he stated. Liquor

is a much-maligned
commodity, Mr. Kundanpur
said in a matter-of-fact
manner. When alcohol can
wash coronavirus o# hands,
it will dislodge the virus
from booze guzzlers’ throats
as well, he reasoned.

Mr. Kundanpur is not
alone in urging Mr. Gehlot
to open liquor shops in the
State. 

Similar appeal 
His Communist Party of
India-Marxist (CPI-M)
colleague Balwan Singh
Punia, MLA from the Bhadra
Assembly segment, had
made a similar plea to the

CM in early April. He, too,
had pointed out that the
closure of alcohol shops had
led to spurious liquor
businesses $ourishing,
a#ecting people’s health.

Appealing fervently, Mr.
Kundanpur referred to an
incident in Halena village in
Bharatpur district, where
two persons lost their
eyesight and after
consuming country-made
liquor. He also pointed out
that Rajasthan’s target of
generating %12,500 crore
revenue from liquor sale in
2020-21 appeared to have
become a distant dream
now.
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Spirited legislator backs tipplers’ joke 

Press Trust of India

KOTA

Open liquor shops and virus may die in throats, says Rajasthan Congress MLA

The move would earn 
much-needed revenue for
the State, the MLA said. 

A wide variance between the
cumulative COVID-19 test re-
ports received and the sum
of samples that tested posi-
tive and negative until April
30 in Madhya Pradesh, has
raised questions about accu-
racy of data maintained by
the State government. The
di#erence between the two
metrics has left at least 9,271
test results unaccounted. 

Incidentally, this !gure is
close to startlingly high num-
ber of 7,875 tests which the
State government claims to
have conducted on the same
day (April 30). 

This stated number of
tests is more than twice the
highest number of tests re-
ported earlier. . It also marks
an unusual 23.27% jump in
testing over the previous day,
much beyond the State’s in-
frastructure. On April 16, a si-
milar inexplicable jump of

41% was recorded. 
The spike in testing num-

bers helps buttress the
claims of the embattled State
government, under whose
watch 5.2% of COVID-19 pa-
tients have died. Ujjain, with
a fatality rate of 17% has over-
taken every other city in
country. However, even as
the !gures showed a wide
discrepancy, Chief Minister
Shivraj Chouhan said the in-
fection rate had reduced in
the State, and the situation
was improving. 

Slump in positive cases
On April 30, Madhya Pra-
desh had conducted 500.3
tests per million, up by
around 100 counts over the
previous day. In line with Mr.
Chouhan’s claim, the num-
ber of positive samples
among the tested ones conti-
nued a downward trend, set-
tling at 6.3% on the day, ac-
cording to the media

bulletin. “We are recompil-
ing these !gures. The Indian
Council of Medical Research
is not sharing the data with
us real time. Their database
is not available with us. And
the data given in the bulletin
is collected from laborato-
ries. The laboratories are re-
porting more,” said a senior
o"cial of the State Health
Department, requesting ano-
nymity. 

The over-reporting in test-

ing comes four days after
8,439 samples were shown
in the daily bulletin as pend-
ing results. Thereafter, the
government scrapped the
‘pending samples’ column
altogether. Amulya Nidhi, of
the Jan Swasthya Abhiyan,
believes this was done to
avoid the media questions
over the high numbers of
pending test results. 

“The government is ma-
nipulating data in varying

ways since March 26,” Mr
Nidhi alleged. “First, it
stopped releasing the tally of
rejected samples, and in-
stead combined it with nega-
tive samples. Then a month
later, it stopped revealing the
number of samples collected
and the pendency.” 

The number of total sam-
ple test reports received is a
sum of positive and negative
samples tested. Since April
26, the tally of negative sam-
ples has not taken into ac-
count the rejected samples,
said an o"cial at the depart-
ment. And since then, the
di#erence between reports
received and the sum has
been growing. Starting with
1,344 on April 27, it has
touched 9,271. 

In two other recent in-
stances, the government had
similarly slashed its cumula-
tive tally of samples which
had tested negative. On April
27, the total samples tested
until then dropped to 25,665,
as 4,679 was subtracted from
the tally of negative samples

on the previous day. Similar-
ly, 416 was removed on April
18 from the tally until the
previous day, thereby drop-
ping the testing count. 

The bulletin, released ev-
ery evening, does not take
into account !gures from In-
dore, the hardest-hit city
where most cases and deaths
have been reported. The city
releases its !gures late night,
which are adjusted in the
State tally the next day. 

“As the situation in Indore
turned worse, they stopped
even revealing who died of
COVID-19 and with what co-
morbidities, in the city’s bul-
letin. From a comprehensive
bulletine, Indore district ad-
ministration has made it into
a short single-page one,” said
Anand Rai, part of the Indore
COVID-19 combat team.
“The media and the public
have a right to access data,
and analyse it. It must be
transparently released so
that others can study trends
and help to contain the vi-
rus,” said Dr. Rai. 

Over 9,000 test reports unaccounted for in M.P. 
State claims 23% jump in number 
of tests conducted on April 30 
Sidharth Yadav

Bhopal

On the go: Policemen having meals while on duty in 
a market in Bhopal on Friday. * PTI

In a !rst, the Maharashtra
government has capped the
cost of treatment in private
hospitals for people who
are not covered under
insurance. For those who
have insurance, the capped
prices will come into force
after they have exhausted
the cover. The decision
comes after several patients
su#ering from COVID-19
and other ailments
highlighted the exorbitant
cost at private hospitals. 

State caps
hospital costs
Staff Reporter

Mumbai

After the contribution of
one-day salary of all the em-
ployees of the Ministry of
Defence (MoD) to the PM
CARES Fund to !ght the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, a proposal
has been moved to contri-
bute one-day salary every
month of this !nancial year
to the Fund, defence sources
said.

“The proposal is to de-
duct one day’s salary every
month this !nancial year
and deposit it in the PM
CARES Fund. The circular
on this will be issued in a day
or two. This will be purely

on a voluntary basis,” a de-
fence source said on Friday.

End of March, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh ap-
proved a proposal for the
contribution of the MoD em-
ployees’ one-day salary,
which the Ministry had stat-
ed “around %500 crore will
be collectively” from the
three Services, Defence Pu-
blic Sector Undertakings
(DPSU) and others, to the
PM-CARES Fund . The con-
tribution is voluntary and
those desirous of opting out
will be exempted, the MoD
had noted.

In addition, the DPSU’s
and the Ordnance Factory

Board have made a contribu-
tion from the Corporate So-
cial Responsibility funds.

Earlier, the Finance Minis-
try issued a circular dated
April 17 on contribution of a
day’s salary every month of
all its employees to the fund
till March 2021. It stated that
“any o"cer or sta# having
objection to it may intimate
drawing and disbursing of-
!cer, Department of Reve-
nue, in writing...” However,
this was modi!ed in an or-
der on April 29 that said
anyone willing to contribute
a day’s salary every month
has to write to the drawing
and disbursing o"cer.

MoD for contributing 1-day salary
every month to PM-CARES Fund 
However, this will be implemented on a voluntary basis 
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The scheme was introduced as a social measure that guarantees “the right to work”. The key tenet of  this 
social measure and labour law is that the local government will have to legally provide at least 100 days of  wage 
employment in rural India to enhance their quality of  life. 
 
Key objectives: 
 
Generation of  paid rural employment of  not less than 100 days for each worker who volunteers for unskilled 
labour. 
Proactively ensuring social inclusion by strengthening livelihood base of  rural poor. 
Creation of  durable assets in rural areas such as wells, ponds, roads and canals. 
Reduce urban migration from rural areas. 
Create rural infrastructure by using untapped rural labour. 
The following are the eligibility criteria for receiving the benefits under MGNREGA scheme: 
 
Must be Citizen of  India to seek NREGA benefits. 
Job seeker has completed 18 years of  age at the time of  application. 
The applicant must be part of  a local household (i.e. application must be made with local Gram Panchayat). 
Applicant must volunteer for unskilled labour. 
Key facts related to the scheme: 
 
The Ministry of  Rural Development (MRD), Govt of  India is monitoring the entire implementation of  this 
scheme in association with state governments. 
Individual beneficiary oriented works can be taken up on the cards of  Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, 
small or marginal farmers or beneficiaries of  land reforms or beneficiaries under the Indira Awaas Yojana of  
the Government of  India. 
Within 15 days of  submitting the application or from the day work is demanded, wage employment will be 
provided to the applicant. 
Right to get unemployment allowance in case employment is not provided within fifteen days of  submitting the 
application or from the date when work is sought. 
Social Audit of  MGNREGA works is mandatory, which lends to accountability and transparency. 
The Gram Sabha is the principal forum for wage seekers to raise their voices and make demands. 
It is the Gram Sabha and the Gram Panchayat which approves the shelf  of  works under MGNREGA and fix 
their priority. 
Role of  Gram Sabha: 
 
It determines the order of  priority of  works in the meetings of  the Gram Sabha keeping in view potential of  
the local area, its needs, local resources. 
Monitor the execution of  works within the GP. 
 
Roles of  Gram Panchayat: 
 
Receiving applications for registration 
Verifying registration applications 
Registering households 
Issuing Job Cards (JCs) 
Receiving applications for work 
Issuing dated receipts for these applications for work 
Allotting work within fifteen days of  submitting the application or from the date when work is sought in the 
case of  an advance application. 
Identification and planning of  works, developing shelf  of  projects including determination of  the order of  
their priority. 
 
Responsibilities of  State Government in MGNREGA: 
 
Frame Rules on matters pertaining to State responsibilities under Section 32 of  the Act ii) Develop and notify 
the Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme for the State. 
Set up the State Employment Guarantee Council (SEGC). 
Set up a State level MGNREGA implementation agency/ mission with adequate number of  high calibre 
professionals. 
Set up a State level MGNREGA social audit agency/directorate with adequate number of  people with 
knowledge on MGNREGA processes and demonstrated commitment to social audit. 
Establish and operate a State Employment Guarantee Fund (SEGF).
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COVID-19
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All beings seek happiness, but many are misled to believe
that the external world with its glitter and attractions is the
source of it. This is in spite of the fact that the world is a
place full of sorrow and uncertainties. Krishna tells Arjuna
that the mind of an unsteady person where innumerable de-
sires keep arising can never !nd happiness, whereas the ap-
proach of the steady minded Stitaprajna !nds peace within
himself, pointed out Sri B. Sundarkumar in a discourse. 

There are many examples of such strong minded people
who have transcended the contradictory pulls of the world
and have shown that it is possible to !nd happiness even in
this ephemeral world by distancing oneself from it. It is said
that the great music genius and composer Saint Thyagaraja
was once invited by the king of Thanjavur to attend the royal
court. But he rejected the invitation without hesitation. He
knew only too well that the promise of the life of comfort in
the palace meant subservience to the king at the expense of
the personal freedom and joy he experienced in the worship
of Lord Rama. He was not prepared for this. It is said the fa-
mous song ‘Nidhi Chala Sukama’ was sung in this context
and re"ects his spirit of vairagya and bhakti. 

Sastras assign the greatest importance to righteous living.
But in several trying contexts, even the righteous minded
!nd it di#cult to distinguish dharma from adharma. The
spirit of dharma is buried well within each being and it is im-
portant that it is discovered. It is generally accepted that
when assailed by doubts about following the right path, the
wise fall back on the promptings of the inner self and mind,
which is accepted as the !nal authority. In the pure mind,
truth, which confers peace and joy, is re"ected clearly with-
out distortion. 

FAITH

Contentment & happiness + 12925
(set by Arden)

! ACROSS

1 Restraining — did perhaps break the law by doing it (7,7)

10 Rob’s returned to seat (5)

11 Harp on shifting time — there are many wards here (9)

12 Aversion for amount of work partner accepts (7)

13 Follow girl with !ower (3,4)

14 Pushed the horse, wading in up river (5)

16 Doctor must inject drug, there is some change in swelling (9)

19 Metal can’t upset a cowboy (9)

20 Trainer’s had a change of heart, gets a comfortable seat (5)

22 Crossover the sides and repeat... (7)

25 ... work is heavy at the religious academy (7)

27 Crafty ideas to acquire money — area where the British set up shop

(4,5)

28 Term’s somewhat lost in translation (5)

29 All ten swirling around — no holds barred here (3-2,9)

! DOWN

2 In the dark, may be lone source of illumination (4,5)

3 Loafer may go around dreamily (5)

4 Sweetheart, stop getting snug with the surroundings (9)

5 Maybe tide over initial problems, not too hot to handle (5)

6 Current carrying electronic signal turns out to be a pain reliever

(9)

7 I had taken up old state (5)

8 Great! one’s gone for sure — was the oldest (7)

9 Property dispute ended on land... (6)

15 ...and a Tamil version could be a pet possession (9)

17 He’s loaded one in my luggage (9)

18 Somehow tried to get top university — no one came up with

scholarship (9)

19 Fish caught by him over time (7)

21 Home under hard ground (6)

23 Tea-seller’s got a stand (5)

24 Wood dock workers use essentially (5)

26 Sails woven with "bre (5)

SCAN TO PLAY
There is no lockdown for your brain! 

Try solving a puzzle today! 
@ https://crossword.thehindu.com

The COVID-19 outbreak is
spiking sharply in Gujarat
with 326 cases and 22 deaths
reported on Friday, taking
the total to 4,721 cases and
236 deaths. The State has
now recorded increases of
300 or more cases for three
consecutive days. 

Friday’s 22 deaths was the
highest single-day toll due to
COVID-19 in the State so far. 

In the midst of rising cases
and deaths, emerged a new
trend of higher recoveries as
the State recorded 123 dis-
charges on Friday, its highest
single-day recovery count,
while the total number of
discharged patients was 736. 

There are 3,713 patients
undergoing treatment at va-
rious places in the State and
their condition is reported to
be stable, while 36 others are

critically ill and have been
put on ventilator support for
breathing. As per the health
department’s !gures, so far
68,774 samples have been
tested in the State. 

Ahmedabad continues to
remain grim. The city saw its
steepest spike of 267 new in-
fections and 16 deaths on Fri-
day. 

The death toll in the city
has now jumped to 165 while
number of cases have
reached 3,293 and recovery
is at 399. 

For the last three days, the
city has been adding 200
plus cases, making it one of
the worst a$ected cities in
the country and the city with
the second highest number
of cases and deaths after
Mumbai. 

Ahmedabad accounts for
almost 70% of the total ca-
sualties and cases of CO-

VID-19 in Gujarat. After Ah-
medabad is Surat with 644
cases and 26 deaths while
Vadodara’s numbers stand at
308 cases and 21 deaths. 

Entire Gujarat’s death ra-
tio is almost 5%, which is
even higher than Maharash-
tra’s ratio. Maharashtra is the

worst a$ected State with
more than 10,000 cases. 

Cases in other districts
Besides Ahmedabad, Surat
and Vadodara, deaths have
been reported from other
places like Bhavnagar 5,
Anand 4, Panchmahal 3 and

Bharuch and Gandhinagar 2
each. 

According to medical ex-
perts, Ahmedabad will likely
see an exponential rise in
cases and fatalities in the
coming days as the infection
has penetrated in highly con-
gested and slum pockets. 

Gujarat sees 22 deaths, 326 fresh cases
State records more than 300 cases 
for the third consecutive day

special correspondent 

AHMEDABAD

In the hotspot: The situation in Ahmedabad continues to remain grim, with the steepest spike
of 267 new cases of infections and 16 deaths on Friday. * PTI

In a letter published in The

Lancet on April 30, World
Health Organization (WHO)
Director-General Tedros A
Ghebreyesus and others
highlight a few critical issues
over the use of BCG vaccine
for COVID-19. They under-
score the importance of ran-
domised controlled trials of
the vaccine to understand its
safety and e#cacy before us-
ing it on healthcare workers.

Randomised controlled
trials are under way in the
Netherlands and Australia to
!nd out whether the vaccine
can reduce the incidence
and severity of COVID-19
among healthcare workers.

The authors do state that

the BCG vaccine, which “en-
hances the innate immune
response to subsequent in-
fections, might reduce viral
load after SARS-CoV-2 expo-
sure, with a consequent less
severe COVID-19 and more
rapid recovery”.

A study, posted on March
28 in a preprint server medR-
xiv, found an association bet-
ween countries that have a
universal BCG vaccination
and reduced coronavirus
cases — and even deaths. Pre-
prints are yet to be peer-re-
viewed and published in
scienti!c journals.

The authors cite !ve rea-
sons countries should wait
for the results of the BCG
vaccine randomised con-
trolled trials. According to

them, the association of few-
er COVID-19 cases in coun-
tries that have a universal
BCG vaccination programme
is based on population rath-
er than individual data. Se-
cond, the bene!cial e$ects
of the BCG vaccine given at
birth are “unlikely” to re-
duce the severity of CO-
VID-19 decades later. “One
reason for this is that the be-
ne!cial o$-target e$ects of
the BCG vaccine might be al-

tered by subsequent admi-
nistration of a di$erent vac-
cine,” they write.

Third, there is a possibili-
ty, even if remote, that the
BCG vaccine ramps up the
immune system leading to
exacerbation of COVID-19 in
a small population of pa-
tients with a severe disease.
It is already known that the
virus induces cytokine storm
in some patients, leading to
further complications — and

even death. Fourth, if not ef-
fective against the novel co-
ronavirus, BCG vaccination
is likely to give a false sense
of security to people, espe-
cially during the pandemic. 

And !nally, using the vac-
cine without evidence of its
bene!ts could further jeo-
pardise vaccine supply,
which is already short, to
protect children against dis-
seminated TB in high-risk
countries. 

“BCG given early in life
does improve the immune
system. The vaccine can pre-
vent intracellular infections.
So the protective e$ect of
BCG against COVID-19 is a bi-
ologically plausible hypothe-
sis,” Prof. Gagandeep Kang,
executive director of the
Translational Health Science
and Technology Institute
(THSTI), Faridabad, had ear-
lier told The Hindu.

WHO raises concern over use of BCG vaccine 
‘Vital to understand its safety, e!cacy
before being given to health workers’

R. Prasad

CHENNAI

Deeper insight: The WHO has underscored the importance of
randomised controlled trials before usage. * GETTY IMAGES

As Odisha’s graph of people
testing positive for COVID-19
is sharply rising, the State
government has been ramp-
ing up trained manpower to
tackle the pandemic — the
latest addition is the engage-
ment of a large group of ve-
terinarians. 

Although involving vete-
rinarians in critical clinical
functions at peak of this
pandemic sounds strange,
top healthcare functionar-
ies see no contradiction.

Trained on par
“Veterinarians handling mi-
crobiology, virology and
biotechnology in veterinary
science are at par with
scientists managing labora-
tories for humans. Patho-
gens of human and animals
are having not much di$e-
rence. Moreover, the source
of coronavirus is not hu-
man, but animal,” said Dr.
Jayant Panda, a critical care
physician and State’s nodal
o#cer on training.

“A crash course has been
prepared for microbiolo-
gists and virologists working
under veterinary depart-
ment. They are being
trained on pathology of CO-
VID-19. This will help us in
man management in labora-
tories when the pandemic
situation would worsen,”
said Dr. Panda.

When veterinary scien-
tists are adept at colleting
swab from di$erent ani-
mals, there is no reason why
they cannot take swab and
blood samples from hu-
mans, he asserted. 

ICMR guidance
As many as 97 veterinary ex-
perts have undergone train-
ing conducted by Dr. Panda
and specialists from Region-
al Medical Research Centre,

an ICMR institute. 
Stating that the capacity

building is a continuous pro-
cess, Dr. Panda said, “We
have already trained 1.5 lakh
people including doctors,
medical students, nurses
and pathologists and made
them ready to tackle CO-
VID-19 pandemic in the
State.”

Besides, members of
NGOs, students, Scout and
Guide cadets, sanitation
workers and other support
sta$ have been trained as to
how to conduct themselves
during the emerging crisis
and save themselves from
infections. 

“We are preparing for a
scenario when more than
50,000 people will be in-
fected and we would require
proportionate number of
manpower to serve them,”
he said. 

According to Director of
Medical Education and
Training, C.B.K. Mohanty,
the State government has al-
so been proactively prepar-
ing technical manpower to
face the crisis. 

“We have a sizeable num-
ber of government doctors.
Besides, private health insti-
tutions have been requested
to keep their doctors on al-
ert so that they can join the
workforce at short notice.
The government had also
put out an advertisement in-
viting private and retired
health professionals to en-
roll for COVID-19 response,”
said Mr. Mohanty.

Odisha veterinarians
train to man testing labs 
State anticipates a
rise in infections
Satyasundar Barik

BHUBANESWAR 

Functionaries see no harm in
letting veterinarians
perform critical clinical
functions. * FILE PHOTO

The Government of Kuwait
on Friday said it was willing
to evacuate a large number
of workers and illegal mi-
grants from India. who are
stranded in its territory, due
to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

In a detailed press state-
ment, the Embassy of Ku-
wait said the Ambassador of
Kuwait Jassem Al Najem has
conveyed to India his go-
vernment’s plans to begin
the operations after the na-
tionwide lockdown is lifted.

“The Ambassador high-
lighted Kuwait’s e$orts to
evacuate all illegal workers
of di$erent nationalities, in-
cluding Indian nationals
who were granted general
amnesty by the Kuwaiti go-
vernment and o$ered to
fetch them back to their res-
pective countries free of
cost and by its own civil air-
lines,” said the embassy in a
press note. The Ministry of
External A$airs is yet to res-
pond to the Kuwaiti
proposal.

The proposal is the se-
cond from a Gulf country. A
similar idea was presented
by the Ambassador of the
United Arab Emirates
Ahmed Al Banna on April
10, proposing the evacua-
tion of several thousand In-
dian nationals from his
country. 

Relief for illegal workers
The Kuwaiti proposal, ho-
wever, is signi!cant as it
states clearly that the eva-
cuees will include illegal im-
migrants from India who
were found to be residing in
Kuwait.

“Kuwait is looking for-
ward to work with the In-
dian government after the

complete lockdown ends on
May 3, 2020, in the back-
drop of coronavirus pan-
demic and extraordinary sit-
uations the world is
witnessing,” the press re-
lease said, quoting Mr. Al
Najem’s communication
with the Indian authorities.
The Hindu has reported that
India has been planning
large-scale evacuations
from the Gulf region after
the lifting of the lockdown.
Wide-bodied aircraft and
naval ships have been kept
ready for the planned
operations.

India’s ties with Kuwait
came under a cloud over the
last fortnight as a social me-
dia campaign began in the
Gulf state after a March 2 of-
!cial communication of the
country urged international
intervention to safeguard
the rights of the Muslim
community in India. 

O#cials on both sides
reiterated their commit-
ment to the principle of
non-interference in internal
a$airs. 

Kuwait has several
hundred Indian nationals
who have been infected by
COVID-19. New Delhi had
sent a team of doctors and
experts earlier to assist Ku-
wait in providing treatment
to the Indian nationals.

Kuwait o!ers to airlift
stranded Indian citizens
Echoes evacuation proposal from UAE
special correspondent

NEW DELHI

The operation is planned to
begin after the lockdown is
lifted. * FILE PHOTO

Kamala Das and husband
Subhash Chandra Das on
Friday received the Megha-
laya government’s appro-
val to travel from State cap-
ital Shillong to their home
town Hojai in central As-
sam. But the curfew pass
came too late — after their
son was cremated.

The couple were on a vi-
sit to their ailing daughter
in Shillong more than a
month ago but were
stranded after the nation-
wide COVID-19 lockdown
began from March 25.

While in Shillong, the
health of their 34-year-old
son Deepak deteriorated. 

The couple applied for a
curfew pass on April 29 but
it did not arrive. 

They wrote another on-
line application on April
30, this time informing the
authorities about their
son’s death along with a co-
py of his death certi!cate.

“A daughter of a !lm star
[Rishi Kapoor] quickly got
permission to travel but an
ordinary couple had to
wait until their son died,”
Shillong-based social acti-
vist Arvind Yadav said.

He added that the pass
was !nally issued after the
intervention of Meghalaya
Health Minister. O#cials
claimed some applications
take time because of sever-
al cases of travel permits
obtained for medical emer-
gencies being misused. 

“How can they suspect
medical certi!cates? Will
parents lie about the failing
health or death of their son
or daughter? I hope no pa-
rent on earth has to under-
go such an ordeal, not even
those who were responsi-
ble for ours,” Ms. Das said.

Parents miss
son’s last rites
over pass delay
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

GUWAHATI

COVID-19 cases are resurfac-
ing in districts declared “co-
rona-free” by the Uttar Pra-
desh government. 

On April 22, the Health
Department declared that
with the inclusion of Pratap-
garh district, the total num-
ber of districts that had reco-
vered from COVID-19, those
that have not reported any
new cases over a certain pe-
riod of time, had increased
to 11. These “corona-mukt”
districts, as the government
called them, were Lakhim-
pur Kheri, Pilibhit, Bareilly,
Hardoi, Pratapgarh, Shahja-

hanpur, Hathras, Maharaj-
ganj, Barabanki, Kaushambi
and Prayagraj.

However, the !gure has
dropped since then as some
of these districts, including
Prayagraj and Pratapgarh,

reported fresh cases. On
April 30, the number of dis-
tricts that now have zero ac-
tive cases stood at seven.
These were Kheri, Hardoi,
Shahjahanpur, Hathras, Ba-
rabanki, Kaushambi and
Bhadohi. But on May 1, Fri-
day, the number further fell
to six. These were Lakhim-
pur Kheri, Hardoi, Shahja-
hanpur, Barabanki, Kaush-
ambi and Kasganj. 

Hathras and Bhadohi,
which had been declared
free of COVID-19 returned on
Thursday to the infected list,
as they reported one fresh
case each, as per the health
department data.

COVID-19 cases resurface in
‘corona-free’ districts of U.P.
However, "gures are down from 11 on April 22 to 6 on May 1

special correspondent 

LUCKNOW 

The number of a!ected
districts with no active cases
further fell to six. * AFP

The Ministry of Develop-
ment of the North Eastern
Region (DoNER) has direct-
ed the Arunachal Pradesh
government to include the
Chakma and Hajong com-
munities in the COVID-19
relief programme. 

In a letter to the State’s
Chief Secretary, Naresh Ku-
mar, on April 29, DoNER
Joint Secretary Rambir
Singh cited the complaint
by a rights group to Prime
Minister’s o#ce for treat-
ing the issue as a “matter of
priority” in “these di#cult
times of pandemic”. 

A majority of the Chak-
mas and Hajongs living in
the State for the last 56
years have been facing
massive food shortage be-
cause of their exclusion
from the relief pro-
gramme, the Rights and
Risks Analysis Group said. 

‘Add Chakmas
and Hajongs
to relief plan’ 
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

GUWAHATIThe Citizenship Bill seeks to grant citizenship to six minority communities — 
Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis, and Christians — without valid 
documents from Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan after six years of  stay 
in India. Locals are concerned as this bill seeks to grant citizenship to Chakma 
and Hajong refugees. 
 
  
 
Who are they? 
 
Chakmas and Hajongs were originally residents of  Chittagong Hill Tracts in 
the erstwhile East Pakistan. They left their homeland when it was submerged 
by the Kaptai dam project in the 1960s. 
 
The Chakmas, who are Buddhists, and the Hajongs, who are Hindus, also 
allegedly faced religious persecution and entered India through the then Lushai 
Hills district of  Assam (now Mizoram). The Centre moved the majority of  
them to the North East Frontier Agency (NEFA), which is now Arunachal 
Pradesh. 
 
Their numbers have gone up from about 5,000 in 1964-69 to one lakh. At 
present, they don’t have citizenship and land rights but are provided basic 
amenities by the state government.
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U.S. President Donald
Trump has said he has seen
evidence the new coronavi-
rus originated in a Chinese
lab, an assertion that threa-
tened on Friday to turn a
health emergency into a di-
plomatic crisis The state-
ment was immediately un-
dermined by intelligence
o!cials and top diplomat
Mike Pompeo, who said:
“We don’t know precisely
where it began.”

But the claim — already
denied by Beijing — could stir
tensions even as the World
Health Organization (WHO)
asks to be allowed to take
part in a Chinese investiga-
tion into the “animal ori-
gins” of the pandemic.

The lockdowns that have
frozen the global economy
for weeks continued to ease,
with South Africa and Aus-
tria allowing some business-
es to reopen from Friday,
joining other parts of Europe
and some U.S. States that
have begun to emerge in the
last few days. 

Death rates slow down
While death rates slowed in
most of Europe, the global
toll from the pandemic has
now topped 2,30,000.

Scientists believe the killer
virus jumped from animals
to humans, emerging in Chi-
na late last year, possibly
from a market in Wuhan sell-
ing exotic animals for meat.

But speculation has swir-
led about a top-secret lab,
and seems to have been ta-
ken up by the U.S. President.
Asked if he had seen anyth-
ing to make him think the
Wuhan Institute of Virology
was the source of the out-
break, Mr. Trump replied:

“Yes, I have.” But he refused
to give details and Secretary
of State Pompeo indicated
he had not seen de"nitive
evidence. 

Germany has accelerated
plans to start lifting its lock-
down, preparing to ease
curbs on public life and reo-
pen religious institutions,
museums and zoos. 

Neighbouring Austria fol-
lowed suit on Friday with pe-
ople allowed to go out again
freely and gather as long as
the group does not exceed 10
people — or 30 for funerals. 

Italy to reopen airports
Italy, once the world centre
of the outbreak, said it was
hoping to reopen two major
airports next week but
would move slowly.

And British Prime Minis-
ter Boris Johnson, recover-
ing from COVID-19, said his
country — which has the
world’s third-highest death
toll, behind the U.S. and Italy
— would publish a roadmap
next week on easing
restrictions.

Trump points !nger at China laboratory
He does not provide any evidence though; lockdowns continue to ease in Europe and some U.S. States

Agence France-Presse

Washington

Another day at work: Workers at a United States Postal Service plant in Los Angeles, California.
The employees continue to work and deliver mail to customers * AFP

Russian Prime Minister
Mikhail Mishustin told
President Vladimir Putin on
Thursday that he had been
diagnosed with the new
coronavirus and was
temporarily stepping down
to recover. Mr. Mishustin,
54, suggested that First
Deputy Prime Minister
Andrei Belousov serve as
acting Prime Minister in his
absence. Mr. Putin, who was
listening on a televised
video conference, sighed
when he heard the news,
wished Mr. Mishustin a
speedy recovery and said he
agreed with the proposed
replacement.

Mr. Mishustin, who has
been one of the main
coordinators of Russia’s
response to the new
coronavirus, is the "rst
high-ranking Russian o!cial
to publicly say they have the
virus. He broke the news

hours after the number of
con"rmed cases of the virus
in Russia surged past the
1,00,000 mark.

“I have found out that the
coronavirus tests I had done
returned with a positive
result,” said Mr. Mishustin,
who was appointed by Mr.
Putin in January. “I need to
self-isolate, and follow
doctors’ instructions. This is
necessary for the safety of
my colleagues.”

The broadcast of the
meeting, which showed the
men on split screens, lasted
just under four minutes.

Reuters

Moscow

Mikhail Mishustin. * AP

Russian PM tests positive

The Speaker of Pakistan’s
National Assembly said
late on Thursday that he
had tested positive for
COVID-19, after hosting an
iftar dinner to celebrate
Ramzan, and meeting
Prime Minister Imran
Khan and other high
o!cials earlier in the
week. “I have quarantined
myself at home,” Asad
Qaiser, who is also a close
aide to Mr. Khan, said on
Twitter. Mr. Qaiser met
with the Prime Minister on
Monday, and has met
several other leading
"gures during the past few
days.

Pak. Speaker 
has COVID-19
Reuters

Islamabad
Presumptive Democratic
presidential nominee Joe Bi-
den denied on Friday that he
sexually assaulted a former
U.S. Senate aide in 1993, in
his "rst public remarks on
the subject after he faced in-
tense pressure to personally
address the accusation.

“No, It is not true. I’m say-
ing unequivocally it never,
never happened,” Mr. Biden
said in an interview on
MSNBC when asked about
the accusation, which his
campaign had already
denied.

Pressure to respond
A California woman named
Tara Reade, who worked as
a sta# assistant in Mr. Bi-
den’s Senate o!ce from De-
cember 1992 to August 1993,
has accused Mr. Biden in
media interviews of pinning
her against a wall in 1993,
reaching under her skirt and
pushing his "ngers inside

her. Mr. Biden, 77, who will
be the Democratic nominee
to face Republican President
Donald Trump, 73, in the
November 3 U.S. election,
has faced growing pressure
from within and outside his
party to directly address the
accusation.

In a statement before the
interview, Mr. Biden called
on the U.S. Senate to ask the
National Archives to release
any personnel records that
could indicate whether the
aide "led a complaint
against Mr. Biden at the

time. He said that personal
papers from his Senate
years, which were donated
to the University of Delaware
and have yet to be made
available to the public, do
not contain any personnel
"les. “There is nothing for
me to hide,” Mr. Biden said.

Mr. Biden said he was not
aware of any complaint
against him by Ms. Reade
and he had not asked
anyone to sign a non-disclo-
sure agreement. He said he
would not question Ms.
Reade’s motive and did not
know why she had made the
complaint. Reuters has not
been able to independently
con"rm Ms. Reade’s accusa-
tion and also was unable to
reach Ms. Reade for
comment.

“I think he should res-
pond,” Mr. Trump said of
Mr. Biden at a media brie"ng
on Thursday ahead of the Bi-
den interview. “It could be
false accusations. I know all
about false accusations.”

His campaign has already said the accusation is not true

Reuters

Washington

Joe Biden * AFP

Biden denies sexual assault
allegation by former aide

Japan’s Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe said Friday the
government would plan
for an approximately
month-long extension of a
state of emergency
declared over the
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Mr. Abe put in place an
initial month-long state of
emergency for seven
regions on April 7, later
expanding it to cover the
entire country. But with
the measures due to
expire on May 6, Mr. Abe
said he had instructed his
minister for the virus
outbreak Yasutoshi
Nishimura to plan for an
extension.

Japan has seen nearly
14,300 infections and 432
deaths so far.

Japan to extend
emergency

Agence France-Presse

Tokyo

ELSEWHERE

Australia to consider
ending restrictions
SYDNEY

Australia will consider early
easing of coronavirus
restrictions next week,
o!cials announced on Friday,
as the number of local cases
dwindled. Prime Minister
Scott Morrison said the
national Cabinet would meet
on May 8 — a week earlier
than expected — to weigh
loosening social distancing
measures. AFP

Spain con!rms
slowdown in spread
MADRID

Spain registered 281 deaths
from coronavirus in the past
24 hours, bringing the total
toll to 24,824, con"rming the
slowdown in the pandemic,
according to "gures released
on Friday. On Thursday, the
death toll reached its lowest
since March 20 with 268
deaths. Spain has registered a
total of 2,15,216 con"rmed
cases. AFP

Sri Lankan President Gota-
baya Rajapaksa on Friday
ruled out reconvening the
dissolved Parliament using
his discretionary powers. 

In a letter signed by his se-
cretary — released to the me-
dia on Friday — the President
said the Opposition parties
“do not believe in holding
elections and instead engage
in a narrow political agenda
at a crucial time when the go-
vernment is striving to safe-
guard public health, social
security and welfare”. 

The letter comes days af-
ter leaders of major political
parties in Opposition wrote
to President Rajapaksa, urg-
ing him to reconvene Parlia-
ment that he dissolved on
March 2, using his discre-
tionary powers, to enhance
the country’s COVID-19 res-
ponse by passing “necessary
laws”. Further, they pledged
“responsible cooperation”,
assuring the President that

they would not draw salaries
or thwart any “legitimate ac-
tions” of the government.

However, President Raja-
paksa said the requirement
to abide by Article 70 (7) of
Sri Lanka’s Constitution
didn’t arise. He was referring
to the article evoked by the
Opposition that says that if
“the President is satis"ed
that an emergency has ari-
sen of such a nature that an
earlier meeting of Parlia-
ment is necessary”, he may
summon the dissolved legis-
lature by proclamation.

Polls postponed 
Sri Lanka’s Election Com-
mission postponed the gen-
eral elections — earlier sche-
duled for April 25 — to June
20 in the wake of COVID-19,
but many Opposition parties
have objected to the new
date, citing likely public
health risks. Some have also
pointed to the risk of an “im-
minent constitutional crisis”
posed by the new poll date,

as the Constitution requires
Parliament to be summoned
not later than three months
after the proclamation dis-
solving the House [March 2].
President Rajapaksa has ear-
lier said the poll date was the
prerogative of the Election
Commission. 

Sri Lanka reported a total
of 671 cases as of Friday. The
country saw a spike in the
number of cases after over
200 Navy personnel tested
positive last week. Sri Lanka
has been in near-total lock-
down since March 20, with
government-imposed cur-
fews in high-risk districts, in-
cluding Colombo that has
the most number of cases.

Meanwhile, Prime Minis-
ter Mahinda Rajapaksa has
invited all MPs of the last Par-
liament for a meeting at
Temple Trees, his o!cial re-
sidence, on Monday. PM Ra-
japaksa earlier convened a
party leaders’ meeting to dis-
cuss Sri Lanka’s response to
COVID-19.

‘Opposition parties engage in a narrow political agenda’ 

Meera Srinivasan

COLOMBO 

Gotabaya rules out reconvening
dissolved Sri Lankan Parliament 

In an interview with The Hin-
du, Maldivian Foreign Minis-
ter Abdulla Shahid spoke of a
range of issues from the
country’s "ght against CO-
VID-19 to regional collabora-
tion. Edited excerpts: 

How is the Maldives dealing
with COVID-19? 

! As of 3 p.m. on May 1, we
have 468 con"rmed positive
cases. This includes 145 Mal-
divians and 323 foreigners.
They are from Bangladesh,
India, Italy, Pakistan, Sri Lan-
ka, Nepal and the U.K. Unfor-
tunately, there has been one
death, of an 83-year-old wo-

man. We saw the highest
number of con"rmed cases
recorded — 107 — in a single
day on April 30. The govern-
ment is isolating all positive
cases in dedicated isolation
facilities and taking their di-
rect contacts into quaran-
tine. Elderly persons are be-
ing kept in the dedicated
hospital facilities in Malé.
Contact tracing is done ex-
tensively. 

You have a National Task
Force on COVID-19 chaired
by the President. What is its
strategy?

! All our key stakeholders
have worked together since
the beginning of the "rst re-

ports [of COVID-19] from late
January. The challenge has
always been that in the event
of a major breakout, our
health services would be
stretched immensely. The
shortage of healthcare pro-
fessionals is felt more acutely
in such a crisis. We made ve-
ry di!cult decisions early
on. We temporarily suspend-
ed direct travel from China
on February 4, 2020. As you
know, China is our biggest
source market for tourism,
and this was in the middle of
the peak season. 

The virus was !rst reported
in one of the atolls, and has
now reached Male. How are
you arresting the spread? 

! We had managed to pre-
vent community spread for
over a month, until we found

the "rst positive case in Malé
city on April 15. Since then,
the rate of spread has escalat-
ed signi"cantly. In the past 15
days alone, 448 cases have
been con"rmed. We are now
dealing with containing the
spread of the virus in our lar-
gest population centre. Malé
city has been under lock-
down since April 15. This is,
as you can imagine, a chal-
lenging situation. This city is
one of the most congested
areas in the world, with a

large population of migrant
workers as well. 

The Maldives’s primary
revenue-earning tourism
sector is a"ected very badly.
What are the options you are
looking at to revive your
economy? 

! Our economy is heavily
dependent on tourism. And
the disruption in global tra-
vel and connectivity has re-
sulted in the closure of the
entire industry. And falling
demand, and resulting de-
cline in price for "sh globally,
has impacted the "sheries
sector, which is our second
largest economic sector. The
Maldives imports nearly eve-
rything, from basic staple
food, to luxury goods, to eve-
rything consumed in the tou-
rist resorts. We pay for these

imports from hard currency
earned from tourism and "sh
exports. Last year, we pro-
jected a rise of 8% in tourist
revenues. Revenue generat-
ed by the tourism industry
accounts for over 70% of the
country’s GDP. Now, tourist
arrivals are expected to de-
cline by 50%. The sharp re-
duction in tourist arrivals
this year and shutting down
of the tourism industry have
brought a cash $ow crisis to
the government. The govern-
ment has taken a number of
measures, including reduc-
ing expenditure and intro-
ducing a "nancial stimulus
package with $161.9 million
to prevent the closing down
of local businesses. 

How does the Maldives view
the prospect for regional
collaboration? 

! The Maldives is, and has
always been a "rm believer
of strong regional coopera-
tion, especially in the face of
adversity, such as the one we
are facing now. A common
regional strategy must create
space for closer cooperation
among the health emergency
agencies to ensure that the
countries in SAARC have un-
hindered exchange of infor-
mation. Secondly, because
the economic impact of this
pandemic on our region will
be immense, to formulate an
economic relief package.
Third, to start discussing a
long-term recovery plan for
the region. 

The Maldives has been
working on restructuring its
external debt. How does
COVD-19 impact your
engagement with donors?

! The Maldives has been ve-
ry fortunate in its friend-
ships, as we have a number
of trusted partners and
friends. India is one such
partner and friend. On debt,
the Government has set in
place a debt sustainability
strategy since early 2019, and
has been pursuing its bor-
rowing, revenue generating,
and expenditure policies
based on the strategy. Ho-
wever, the unexpected and
sharp decline in government
revenue will impact the pre-
vious forecasts and the cur-
rent debt sustainability stra-
tegy, and the Finance
Ministry will be making the
necessary adjustments as
required.

For the full interview, log on to
www.thehindu.com

‘There should be a common regional strategy in the !ght against COVID-19 ’
Maldives has been a !rm believer in
regional cooperation: Foreign Minister 

Abdulla Shahid in December
2019. * V.V. KRISHNAN

Meera Srinivasan

A bitter feud between Af-
ghan President Ashraf Gha-
ni and his rival Abdullah Ab-
dullah appeared closer to
resolution on Friday after
Mr. Abdullah said the two
men had moved forward in
talks. “We have made pro-
gress in negotiations &
reached tentative agree-
ment on a range of princi-
ples. Work on details is un-
derway to "nalize the
agreement,” Mr. Abdullah
said on Twitter.

The dispute has proved a
huge distraction for Afghan-
istan at a terrible time, with

the coronavirus crisis wor-
sening daily and the Taliban
stepping up attacks despite
a deal they signed with the
U.S. in February.

“We hope to "nalize the
political agreement at the
earliest so that we can pay
undivided attention to tack-
ling COVID-19 pandemic,
ensuring a just, digni"ed &
lasting peace, & confronting
the security & economic
challenges in a spirit of na-
tional unity & solidarity,”
Mr. Abdullah tweeted. Mr.
Ghani’s o!ce did not imme-
diately comment.

Speaking on condition of
anonymity, an Afghan o!-

cial said Mr. Abdullah has
made a multi-pronged pro-
posal to Mr. Ghani. The o#er
would see Mr. Abdullah ap-
pointed to lead eventual
peace talks with the Taliban
while also getting a 50-%
share of the government in-
cluding several high-ranking
positions for his allies. Mr.
Abdullah would also gain
the title of “executive Prime
Minister”, the o!cial said,
stressing that Mr. Ghani has
not accepted the proposal. 

On Thursday, Mr. Ghani’s
second Vice-President, Sar-
war Danish, con"rmed that
Mr. Abdullah would be lead-
ing the peace council.

Ghani, Abdullah reach ‘tentative deal’
Agence France-Presse

Kabul

Soldiering on: Members of the Greek Labour Union (PAME) at a Labour Day demonstration in Thessaloniki on Friday. Due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, workers were forced to scale back May Day rallies around the world, though some pushed on. * AFP
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Wages, rights, justice

INTERVIEW | ABDULLA SHAHID

What is BCG Vaccine? 
 
Bacillus Calmette–Guérin (BCG) vaccine is a vaccine primarily used against tuberculosis (TB). 
 
In countries where TB or leprosy is common, one dose is recommended in healthy babies as close to the time 
of  birth as possible. 
In areas where tuberculosis is not common, only children at high risk are typically immunized, while 
suspected cases of  tuberculosis are individually tested for and treated. 
How can TB vaccine help fight COVID-19? 
 
The BCG vaccine contains a live but weakened strain of  tuberculosis bacteria that provokes the body to 
develop antibodies to attack TB bacteria. 
This is called an adaptive immune response, because the body develops a defense against a specific disease-
causing microorganism, or pathogen, after encountering it. 
Most vaccines create an adaptive immune response to a single pathogen. 
Unlike other vaccines, the BCG vaccine may also boost the innate immune system, first-line defenses that keep 
a variety of  pathogens from entering the body or from establishing an infection. 
But, what’s the concern now? 
 
Doctors and scientists in India have expressed caution on this study, which argues that countries that have 
deployed the BCG-tuberculosis vaccine in their immunisation programmes have seen fewer deaths from 
COVID-19. 
 
They say, it is premature for India, that has had a consistent TB vaccination policy since 1968, to take comfort 
from the study.



Following Facebook’s
!43,574-crore investment in
Jio Platforms, the vice-presi-
dent and MD of the India
arm of the U.S.-based social
networking giant, Ajit Mo-
han, spoke on the opportun-
ities in India and the bene"ts
the company sees from the
deal, while also allaying con-
cerns over data privacy. Ex-
cerpts from an interview:

You have talked about the
Facebook-Jio deal in the
backdrop of a digital
revolution in India. What
opportunities do you see?
! [For Facebook], India has
a special place for many rea-
sons — the largest communi-
ties on WhatsApp, and Face-
book app are from India. 

It is hard not to look at In-
dia and see a pretty exciting
economic and social trans-
formation... in the last !ve
years, there has been an ex-
plosive expansion in access
to a"ordable mobile broad-
band bringing more than
500 million people online. I
would imagine it’s one of the
fastest expansions in access
to the Internet probably
anywhere in the world.

All our three apps — Face-
book, Instagram or What-
sApp — have a particularly
special place in the lives of
Indians. 

We see it from the en-
gagement, we see in
terms of how culturally
embedded these ser-
vices are in our
lives everyday.
Therefore,
we’re not
looking at it as
speci!c short-
term transac-
tional opportuni-
ties. 

We look at it from
a long arc… even

though India is in the begin-
ning of that transformation,
led by digital, the opportuni-
ties have opened up in such
a substantial way, whether
it’s in healthcare or educa-
tion or entertainment, that
there is an opportunity for
us to play an enabling role.

How does Facebook bene!t
from the Jio deal?
! One of the roles that Face-
book plays in the digital eco-
system is that we are big ena-
blers for small businesses. 

Even today, businesses
use and leverage our ad plat-
forms on Facebook and In-
stagram to reach new cus-
tomers, to !nd new markets,
sometimes in the cities
where they are and some-
times, outside India... most
frugal marketing and growth
spend from new ventures,
the !rst-time entrepreneurs,
invariably tends to be on Fa-
cebook. They get clear and
measurable returns for the
money.

I think we played a fairly
material role in fuelling the
growth of small businesses.
And, that continues... one of
the big pillars of the strategy

that we articulated for India
last year was: ‘how can we
do even more to fuel entre-
preneurship and the growth
of small businesses in In-
dia’... on the back of the in-
vestment in Jio Platforms,
the two companies have
agreed to look at working to-
gether to fundamentally
open new doors for the digi-
tal ecosystem with a particu-
lar focus on small
businesses.

How do you see the three
applications contributing to
the digital revolution,
speci!cally with respect to
the Jio deal?
! It is interesting when we
look at each of these three
apps. Each one plays a dis-
tinctive role. 

We have articulated this as
Facebook and Instagram re-
present a town square and
WhatsApp represents the liv-
ing room, where it is [about]
the intimacy and privacy of
your engagement. We have
seen growth in all the three
in India... both in terms of
new people coming in as
well as engagement.

We have seen it go up in
India and around the world
over the last few weeks.

With the Jio Platform in-
vestment, the !rst idea that
we’re exploring is on What-
sApp... because WhatsApp is
encrypted, we are not able
to see the messages, but we
see it from observed beha-
viour that people use What-
sApp to communicate with

their local stores, whether

it’s the local kirana or the lo-
cal pharmacy. It’s already
happening.

We saw a potential to
structure and reduce the
friction around the beha-
viour that already exists and
ways to make it a lot more
easy for people and busi-
nesses. We’re really thinking
through: ‘can we make it ea-
sier to locate a local mer-
chant,?’ ‘can we service a
product catalogue elegant-
ly?’ And, of course, in a
world where we get approval
for WhatsApp payments,
you’re paying from within
WhatsApp. 

This collaboration doesn’t
assume Whatsapp Pay. We
think there’s still a big oppor-
tunity to reduce the friction
in discovery and connect
merchants to people. 

That’s exactly the value
for us, because between Jio
Platforms and JioMart, Jio is
essentially activating and
digitising millions of small
businesses in India. They
have a distribution and ful-
!llment backbone. Our focus
will be on ‘Can we make it
easier to service merchants
and products from within
WhatsApp, and to make it
easier to buy things from
within WhatsApp?’ We are
exploring this in India !rst.

Concerns have been raised
on privacy and data sharing.
How will data between the
two companies "ow?
! This collaboration is not
about data sharing. We are
clear that we will adhere to
all the principles of neutrali-
ty and data protection that
have already been outlined.

That wasn’t even a part of
our conversation because it’s
a given that we will be open
platforms. It’s a given that it
won’t be exclusive; we will
work with other partners.

INTERVIEW | AJIT MOHAN

We want to make it easier to buy things
from within WhatsApp: Facebook India MD

‘With Jio, idea is to help shoppers !nd merchants, reduce friction in discovery’

Yuthika Bhargava 
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Automakers reported neglig-
ible or nil sales in the domes-
tic market last month with
the country under lockdown
for all of April due to the CO-
VID-19 outbreak.

The country’s largest car-
maker Maruti Suzuki India
on Friday said it made zero
dispatches to dealers in the
domestic market in April
2020. “This was because, in
compliance with govern-
ment orders, all production
facilities were closed,” it said
in a statement.

However, the company
added that following re-
sumption of port operations,
the !rst export shipment of
632 units was undertaken
from the Mundra port, en-
suring that all guidelines for
safety were followed. Like-
wise, Hyundai Motor India

exported 1,341 units last
month. “Domestic sales
stood at zero amid the na-
tionwide lockdown due to
pandemic COVID-19,” Hyun-
dai said in a statement.

Naveen Soni, senior V-P,
Sales & Services at Toyota
Kirloskar Motor noted that

the COVID crisis exacerbated
the already prevalent pres-
sures on the automobile in-
dustry, but that the challeng-
es this time were
multi-dimensional. While
Mr. Soni said the lockdown
was absolutely necessary,
the unavoidable side e"ect

had been the adverse impact
on economic activity. 

Homegrown auto major
Mahindra & Mahindra said it
exported 733 units last
month. Veejay Nakra, CEO,
Automotive Division, Mahin-
dra & Mahindra said, “We
are hopeful that our dealer-
ships will open soon and
have stocks to cover the !rst
few weeks of sale.”

Meanwhile, Mahindra &
Mahindra Ltd.’s Farm Equip-
ment Sector said its tractor
sales stood at 4,716 units in
the domestic market, while
exports were 56 units. 

Its president Hemant Sik-
ka said “The extension of the
national lockdown impacted
the business, with dealers
partially open for just a few
days. Going forward, several
positive factors, including a
good rabi output, opening of
procurement centres by the

government, indication of
good crop prices, reservoir
levels etc., augur well for
tractor demand.”

“However, the rate of im-
provement will depend on
how quickly the on-ground
sales operations, including
the start of NBFCs, are nor-
malised, following the relax-
ation of the lockdown.”

MG Motor India also saw
zero sales as showrooms re-
mained closed. The compa-
ny, which has begun opera-
tions and manufacturing on
a small scale at its facility in
Halol, expressed hope that
the production will ramp up
in the month of May.

VE Commercial Vehicles
said due to the halt in opera-
tions, it sold a total of 85 un-
its in the domestic and ex-
port markets for April 2020,
while Royal En!eld posted
sales of 91 units.

Automakers remain stationary in April
Most companies report nil or negligible sales on account of the COVID-19 triggered lockdown

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Exports gave some solace to the sector, with Maruti
exporting 632 units and Hyundai, 1,341 units. * REUTERS

Indian carriers owe #3,700
crore in refunds to passen-
gers and repaying such a
large amount — if the Su-
preme Court takes a deci-
sion favouring air travellers
— will be among the !rst ma-
jor acid tests for airlines, ac-
cording to aviation consul-
tancy CAPA.

CAPA estimates that air-
lines owe nearly $500 mil-
lion, which translates into
#3,787 crore as per the cur-
rent exchange rate, in re-
funds. This includes $300
million (#2,200 crore) for
domestic bookings and over
$200 (#1,500 crore) for inter-
national travel. 

But there will be many
more challenges facing the
industry. As and when the
ban on air travel is lifted, re-
sumption of operations will
prove to be extremely com-
plex so much so that “some

carriers may choose to re-
main grounded, whilst oth-
ers may not survive,” the
Centre for Asia Paci!c Avia-
tion (CAPA) warned in its
fourth report on the impact
of COVID-19 on the sector.

It noted that the safety
protocols laid down by the
aviation security watchdog,
Bureau of Civil Aviation Se-
curity, which require air-
lines to leave the middle
seats and the last three rows
empty, will push up the fares
at which airlines can break

even, forcing an exit from
the market by some carriers. 

Moreover, aircraft utilisa-
tion may drop as they may
need to spend more time on
ground in between a landing
and a takeo" for sanitising
requirements, further
mounting pressure on air-
lines to increase airfares. 

But, with all this unfold-
ing between June and Sep-
tember, when demand for
travel is at its lowest in any
given year, a move to hike
fares may completely ‘choke
o" demand’, explains CAPA.

It has also further revised
its estimates for the impact
on passenger demand. From
its forecast in April that
domestic passenger demand
will fall 40%, it now expects
passenger trips to fall 50-
60% to 5.5-7 crore trips. Si-
milarly, international trips
are likely to fall 70-75%, in-
stead of 50%, to 2-2.7 crore
trips.

‘Airlines owe !3,700 cr. refunds’
Domestic travel may fall by 60%, international by 75%: CAPA

Staff Reporter

New Delhi 

Gold investments in the
form of gold backed ex-
change traded funds (ETFs)
witnessed a huge jump in the
!rst three months of 2020,
even as jewellery demand
took a signi!cant hit on ac-
count of the global COVID-19
pandemic that led to lock-
downs in most countries.

As per the latest Gold De-
mand Trends report by the
World Gold Council, global
gold demand held !rm in the
!rst quarter of 2020 at
1,083.8 tonnes, a rise of 1%
compared to the corres-
ponding period last year.

Safe haven investment
“The global COVID-19 pan-
demic fuelled safe-haven in-
vestment demand for gold,
with gold-backed ETFs at-
tracting huge in$ows (+298
tonnes) to push global hold-
ings in these products to a

record high of 3,185 tonnes,”
stated the report.

The !rst quarter in$ows
into gold-backed ETFs saw a
sevenfold year-on-year in-
crease amid global uncer-
tainty and !nancial market
volatility, it added.

Meanwhile, consumer-fo-
cussed sectors of the market
weakened sharply as jewel-
lery demand was hit hard by
the e"ects of the outbreak

and quarterly demand
dropped 39% to a record low
of 325.8 tonnes, as per the
global gold body.

Lows not seen before
“The pandemic slashed je-
wellery demand as global go-
vernments imposed lock-
down measures. Demand
fell to previously unseen
lows, led by a 65% decline in
China, the largest jewellery

consumer and the !rst mar-
ket to succumb to the out-
break,” the report said.

However, central banks
continued to buy gold,
though at a much slower
pace, as global gold reserves
grew by 145 tonnes in the
!rst three months of the cur-
rent calendar year.

Interestingly, Russia has
announced it would suspend
its long-term buying pro-
gramme thereby signalling a
slowdown in global net buy-
ing for the second quarter
and beyond.

On the price front, sharp
investment in$ows helped
push the gold price in dollar
terms to an eight-year high
following which the demand
in value terms reached $55
billion, the highest since the
second quarter of 2013. 

Incidentally, the gold
price reached a new record
high in Indian rupees and
Turkish lira, among others.

Gold ETFs see in"ows, jewellery takes a hit
In"ows via exchange traded funds rise sevenfold to 298 tonnes in January-March

Jewellery demand fell sharply, led by a 65% decline in China,
the largest jewellery consumer. * REUTERS

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

MUMBAI

Shahlon Silk Industries,
which manufactures and
exports fabrics and syn-
thetic textile yarn across
the world, has received ap-
proval from South India
Textile Research Associa-
tion, to manufacture fabric
meant for body coverall of
Personal Protective Equip-
ment (PPE) for COVID-19
pandemic, the !rm said.

Shahlon has overall wo-
ven fabric manufacturing
capacity of 42 million me-
ter per annum.

The capacity will cater
to the augmented demand
for PPE kits required for
healthcare professionals
attending to infected pa-
tients in isolation wards
and intensive care units as
well as other national
healthcare services’ volun-
teers, the company said.

Shahlon Silk 
gets nod for
PPE fabric 
Special Correspondent 

MUMBAI 

Garment and made-up ex-
porters who have Rebate of
State Levies (ROSL) Scheme
arrears will receive it in the
form of scrips, according to a
Department of Revenue
communication.

The ROSL Scheme, which
reimburses the State levies
that garment and made-up
exports incurred, was dis-
continued on March 7 last
year and replaced with the
Rebate of State and Central
Taxes and Levies scheme.

In order to clear pending
claims under the ROSL
scheme, #464.13 crore has
been allocated for issue of
duty credit scrips by the

DGFT to exporters who have
pending claims, according to
the communication.

The Cotton Textiles Ex-
port Promotion Council has
welcomed the move, while

pointing out that exporters
were in need of funds now
and that the scrips would
provide relief.

They can use it for im-
ports too, if needed, accord-
ing to the Council.

‘Biggest challenge’
Apparel Export Promotion
Council chairman A. Sakthi-
vel said the apparel export
sector has been asking for re-
lease of the ROSL arrears.
The present crisis is the big-
gest challenge faced by the
apparel export industry, he
added. With Union Textile
Minister Smriti Irani facilitat-
ing release of pending bene-
!ts, exporters will stand to
bene!t, he said.

Garment and made-up
exporters to get ROSL arrears 
DGFT to issue duty credit scrips worth #464 crore

The scrips can be used for
imports too, the Council said.

Special Correspondent 

COIMBATORE

The COVID-19 pandemic has
dented the prospects of the
Indian cement sector. Be-
sides materially dragging the
sector’s improving utilisa-
tion curve, the virus out-
break has also pushed ahead
the emerging pricing power
of companies in north and
central India by at least two
years.

Clinker utilisation across
the country is likely to drop
to 62%/72% in FY21/FY22
from 79% in FY19 on account
of a 3.5% capacity CAGR
amid weak expected vol-
umes. Given the sub-optimal
utilisation expected across
regions, sustenance of pro-
duction discipline would be
the key to prices and mar-
gins. This would be tougher

to achieve for regions with
higher capacity growth such
as east India which has seen
a 30% rise in capacity. 

“Due to the impact of CO-
VID-19, we have cut our FY21
EBITDA/PAT estimates by
23-38%/31-60% for cement
companies under our cover-
age,” Motilal Oswal Research
said in a note to its clients. 

“In such an uncertain de-
mand environment, we pref-

er companies that are mov-
ing down the cost curve,
have a strong balance sheet
and provide valuation com-
fort,” it added, with Ultra-
Tech and ACC as its top picks
in the large cap. While the
COVID-19 impact on volume
is still uncertain, the de-
mand is likely to fall 30%/
15% year-on-year in the !rst
half of FY21/FY21 for the in-
dustry, assuming a return to
normalcy post monsoon i.e.
second half FY21, it said.

“We expect FY22E vol-
umes to grow 20% y-o-y to
338 MT, which would imply
a 0% CAGR in FY19-22E. We
expect the !rst leg of volume
recovery to be driven by in-
frastructure (~22% of vol-
ume) followed by rural and
low-cost housing (~43% of
volume,” said the note.

COVID-19 pandemic dents
prospects of cement sector
Sustenance of production discipline key to prices, margins

special Correspondent 

MUMBAI 

Private sector lender IDFC
First Bank has decided to
raise equity capital of
#2,000 crore by way of a
preferential issue to !ve in-
vestors — ICICI Prudential
Life Insurance Company,
HDFC Life Insurance Com-
pany, Bajaj Allianz Life In-
surance, Dayside Invest-
ment of the Warburg
Pincus group, and to its
promoter, IDFC Ltd., the
lender said on Friday.

The board of the bank
which met on Friday has
approved the proposal. 

The bank will allot 86.24
crore equity shares with a
face value of #10 to these
!ve investors at #23.19 a
share, compared with
Thursday’s closing price of
#21.90. Stock markets were
closed on Friday.

IDFC First Bank said that
Dayside Investments Ltd.,
along with Cloverdell In-
vestment Ltd., both War-
burg Pincus LLC Group en-
tities, holds 9.92% of the
pre-issue shareholding and
will hold 9.93% of the post-
issue shareholding of the
bank.

The post issue share-
holding of ICICI Prudential
will be 4.56% in the bank,
while HDFC Life will have
1.52%, and Bajaj Allianz
Life Insurance will have
1.76%. Parent IDFC’s share-
holding will remain at
40%. “The networth of the
bank post the issue and as
added to the networth as of
December 31, 2019 will be
#17,240 crore,” IDFC First
Bank said.

The bank’s common
equity tier-I (CET1), which
was 13.28% on December
31, 2019, will improve to
15.3% post the capital rais-
ing. The lender said it
would use this capital to
power growth, to continue
to invest in liabilities and
asset franchise, technology
and infrastructure plat-
forms to expand reach,
among other things.

IDFC First
Bank to raise
!2,000 crore
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai

Insurance regulator IRDAI
has advised general insur-
ers to continue to engage
with their policyholders
and provide necessary gui-
dance regarding certain
clauses of property policy
that may be triggered dur-
ing the lockdown or imme-
diately thereafter.

The advisory comes in
the backdrop of a recent
announcement by the Gen-
eral Insurance Council, a
body representing general
insurers, that a one-time
relaxation will be made
available to all policyhol-
ders whose property is un-
occupied during the lock-
down period, from March
25 to May 3. 

Guide holders
of property
policies: IRDAI
Special Correspondent

HYDERABAD 

<> Jio is essentially
activating and
digitising
millions of small
businesses in
urban and rural
India

The three main industry bo-
dies in the auto sector — Au-
tomotive Component Manu-
facturers Association of
India (ACMA), Society of In-
dian Automobile Manufac-
turers (SIAM) and Federa-
tion of Automobile Dealers
Association (FADA) — on Fri-
day, came together to seek
government nod for re-
starting of operations by the
entire value chain, includ-
ing vehicle manufacturers,
component suppliers, deal-
ers and service workshops,
in unison.

In a joint submission to
Home Secretary Ajay Bhalla,
the industry bodies rea-
soned that a vehicle manu-
facturer cannot commence
operations if any one of its
suppliers is unable to under-

take production. 
Further, production for a

vehicle manufacturer will
only amount to adding to in-
ventory, thus blocking work-
ing capital in case dealers
are unable to sell vehicles.

“You would appreciate
that the automotive value
chain is highly complex, in-
tegrated and interdepen-
dent... It is therefore perti-
nent to note that, if any
element in any segment
does not commence opera-
tions, the value chain will
not be able to restart,” the
letter dated May 1, which is
also marked to Heavy Indus-
tries Secretary Arun Goel,
stated.

The industry associations
also noted that the sector
was losing #2,300 crore in
revenue per day due to the
halt in operations. 

Auto industry seeks govt.
nod to restart operations
‘All suppliers crucial to value chain’ 
Yuthika Bhargava

NEW DELHI
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SPORT/LIFE

Hungarian GP to go
ahead without fans
PARIS

The Hungarian Grand Prix on
August 2 will be staged
without fans, organisers
announced on Friday. The
race at the Hungaroring is
following the British GP at
Silverstone and the truncated
F1 season’s new curtain-raiser
in Austria in going ahead in
front of empty grandstands.
“It has now become clear that
we cannot hold the 35th
Formula 1 Hungarian Grand
Prix in front of spectators
despite all our efforts,” a
statement from the race
organisers said. AFP

IN BRIEF

Ross Taylor bags a 
third Hadlee medal
WELLINGTON

Ross Taylor bagged the Sir
Richard Hadlee Medal for the
New Zealand Cricketer-of-
the-Year on Friday. This is his
third medal. Tim Southee
followed up his best bowler
award with the Test Player-
of-the-Year recognition. He
took 25 wickets at 16.4 in four
Tests that New Zealand won
during the awards period. PTI

Jagshaanbir joins Points
Park varsity team
PITTSBURGH (USA)

NBA Academy-India product
Jagshaanbir Singh has been
signed by the Point Park
University men’s basketball
team as its overseas player
for the 2020-21 season. The
seven-foot center was most
recently at Golden State Prep
in California. Jagshaanbir was
part of the first-ever class of
NBA Academy India in 2017.
PTI

Ding nails Carlsen ahead
of semi!nal clash
NEW DELHI

Ding Liren warmed up for a
semifinal clash with Magnus
Carlsen by beating the World
champion 3-1 in seventh and
last round of the $250,000
Magnus Carlsen Invitational
tournament on Thursday.
Hikaru Nakamura will take on
Fabiano Caruana in the other
last-four clash.
Seventh-round results: Ding
Liren bt Magnus Carlsen 3-1;
Hikaru Nakamura bt Maxime
Vachier-Lagrave 3-2; Anish
Giri bt Fabiano Caruana
2.5-1.5; Ian Nepomniachtchi
bt Alireza Firouzja 3-2.
Standings (after seven
rounds): 1-2. Nakamura, Liren
(15 each), 3-4. Carlsen,
Caruana (13 each); 5.
Nepomniachtchi (8), 6-7.
Firouzja, Giri (7 each), 8.
Vachier (6).

Graves to step down as
ECB chairman on Aug. 31 
LONDON

Colin Graves has decided to
step down from his position
as the England and Wales
Cricket Board (ECB) chairman
on August 31 following the
postponement of The
Hundred tournament to next
year, the ECB announced on
Friday. He will be replaced by
Ian Watmore. Graves is
expected to take over as ICC’s
next chairman, replacing
Shashank Manohar. PTI

CGF postpones 
2021 CYG to 2023 
NEW DELHI

The 2021 Commonwealth
Youth Games was, on Friday,
postponed to 2023 because
of clash of dates with the
Tokyo Olympics. The Tokyo
Olympics were originally
scheduled to be held from
July 23 to August 8, but the
quadrennial event was
postponed by a year. The
seventh Commonwealth
Youth Games were scheduled
from August 1 to 7 2021 in
Trinidad and Tobago. The CGF
said the Caribbean nation will
continue to remain the first
preference for hosting the
Games. PTI

Ex-World snooker champ
Ebdon calls it quits
LONDON

Former World snooker
champion Peter Ebdon on
Thursday said he was retiring
from the sport to avoid having
to endure daunting spinal
surgery. The 49-year-old, who
has been plagued by neck,
back, shoulder and arm pain,
won the 2002 World title,
beating Stephen Hendry in an
18-17 final thriller. He was also
a two-time runner-up. “I had
an MRI scan about seven
weeks ago which picked up
significant wear and tear in my
neck,” Ebdon said. “Two of the
vertebrae need to be replaced,
which is not an operation I
want to have because if it
went wrong I could be in a
wheelchair for the rest of my
life,” he said. AFP

2021 badminton Worlds
rescheduled
NEW DELHI

The 2021 World badminton
championship, to be held at
the Carolina Marin Stadium in
the Spanish city of Huelva, has
been moved from August and
will now be held between
November 29 and December 5.

Committed to !nishing
season: Premier League
LONDON

Premier League clubs on
Friday reconfirmed their
commitment to finish the
2019/20 season subject to
restrictions being lifted in
Britain despite fears
expressed by players. The
league faces an estimated
loss of around £1 billion if no
more football is played due to
the pandemic. Playing the 92
remaining games behind
closed doors would mitigate
that loss, avoiding the need
to repay hundreds of millions
to broadcasters. But the
League faces huge logistical
difficulties in its attempts to
return to action, with Britain
being one of the worst-hit
countries. AFP

Kashmir sa!ron, which is
cultivated and harvested in
the Karewa (highlands) of
Jammu and Kashmir, has
been given the Geographical
Indication (GI) tag by the Ge-
ographical Indications Re-
gistry. The spice is grown in
some regions of Kashmir, in-
cluding Pulwama, Budgam,
Kishtwar and Srinagar. 

The application was "led
by the Directorate of Agricul-
ture, Government of Jammu
and Kashmir, and facilitated
by the Sher-e-Kashmir Un-
iversity of Agriculture
Sciences and Technology,
Kashmir, and Sa!ron Re-
search Station, Dussu (Pam-
pore). 

‘Very precious’
Chinnaraja G. Naidu, Deputy
Registrar of Geographical In-
dications, said, “Kashmir
sa!ron is a very precious
and costly product. Iran is
the largest producer of saf-

fron and India is a close
competitor. With the GI tag,
Kashmir sa!ron would gain
more prominence in the ex-
port market,” he added.

Kashmir sa!ron is re-
nowned globally as a spice.
It rejuvenates health and is
used in cosmetics and for
medicinal purposes. It has
been associated with tradi-
tional Kashmiri cuisine and
represents the rich cultural
heritage of the region. The

unique characteristics of
Kashmir sa!ron are its lon-
ger and thicker stigmas, nat-
ural deep-red colour, high
aroma, bitter #avour, chemi-
cal-free processing, and high
quantity of crocin (colouring
strength), safranal (#avour)
and picrocrocin (bitterness). 

It is the only sa!ron in the
world grown at an altitude of
1,600 m to 1,800 m AMSL
(above mean sea level). 

The sa!ron available in
Kashmir is of three types —
‘Lachha Sa!ron’, with stig-
mas just separated from the
#owers and dried without
further processing; ‘Mongra
Sa!ron’, in which stigmas
are detached from the #ow-
er, dried in the sun and pro-
cessed traditionally; and
‘Guchhi Sa!ron’, which is
the same as Lachha, except
that the latter’s dried stig-
mas are packed loosely in
air-tight containers while the
former has stigmas joined
together in a bundle tied
with a cloth thread. 

Kashmir sa!ron gets GI tag
The aromatic spice possesses medicinal properties 
Sangeetha Kandavel

CHENNAI

A woman picking sa!ron
"owers in south Kashmir.

* NISSAR AHMAD

Aakash to commentate
for digital franchise WCC
CHENNAI

Former India opener Aakash
Chopra will offer commentary
for the digital cricket
franchise World Cricket
Championship (WCC). Aakash
has signed up with Nextwave
Multimedia (a subsidiary of
Nazara Technologies Ltd.),
which owns the WCC
franchise. This is the first time
a professional commentator
will lend his voice on the
virtual game in India. 

was limited despite bamboo
craft being an important
economic driver in the
northeast.

IIT-G has o!ered to share
the designs with the Gauhati
Medical College and Hospi-
tal. It said the “participatory
design approach” could aid
in the manufacture of about
200 bamboo hospital beds a
day.

“Given the current pan-
demic, if the situation aris-

The Department of Design
in the Indian Institute of
Technology-Guwahati (IIT-
G) has completed a project
in designing bamboo furni-
ture to meet the require-
ments of the primary health
centres in rural Assam dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic.

The bamboo range, mem-
bers of the design faculty
said, o!ered scope for im-
proving basic infrastructure
facilities during epidemics
and pandemics such as
COVID-19.

“The current pandemic
has brought to the fore the
need for seeking self-re-
liance of sustainable solu-
tions that are contextually
appropriate for meeting the
needs of the community,”
said the department’s Ravi
Mokashi Punekar.

The project, he hoped,
would lead to utilising bam-
boo e!ectively for commun-
ity facilities. Such utilisation

es, the bamboo furniture
range will help in meeting
the high demand required
for those admitted for treat-
ment,” Professor Punekar
said.

Two local entrepreneurs
have agreed to undertake
the manufacture of a simple
version of the hospital bed,
an IIT-G spokesperson said. 

Other bamboo hospital
furniture items designed in-
clude a wheelchair.

IIT-G designs bamboo hospital beds 
They are highly bene!cial during epidemics and pandemics

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

GUWAHATI 

Innovative: A bamboo bed that can be used in hospitals.

Australia has deposed India
in the world Test rankings
and Pakistan in the Twen-
ty20 standings, the Interna-
tional Cricket Council said
on Friday.

Just two points separate
Australia (116), New Zealand
(115) and India (114) in the
Test standings, with cricket-
suspended due to the coro-
navirus pandemic.

Leads WTC table
India, which had held the
No. 1 spot since October
2016, stays on top of the
World Test Championship
table.

In 2019, India claimed its
"rst-ever Test series win in
Australia, but Australia drew
the Ashes 2-2 before blank-
ing Pakistan and New Zea-
land at home to cap o! a suc-
cessful season cut short by
the coronavirus outbreak.

The annual update of the

rankings eliminates results
from the 2016-17 season
when India won 12 and lost
just one Test. 

The system also gives
more weight to matches
played since May 2019 than
those of the previous two
years.

South Africa su!ered the

biggest fall of eight points,
which sees it drop below Sri
Lanka to sixth place. En-
gland is fourth.

In the ODI rankings,
World champion England
consolidated its No. 1 posi-
tion, followed by India and
New Zealand.

In the T20 chart, Australia

ended Pakistan's 27-month
stay at the top to reach the
summit for the "rst time
since rankings in the shor-
test format were introduced
in 2011.

Pakistan is now fourth
while England jumped to se-
cond and India to the third
spot.

Australia tops Test, T20 rankings
India slips to third place in the longest format; England keeps No. 1 spot in ODIs

Agence France-Presse

New Delhi

The best: A magni#cent rally after a Test series loss to India in 2019 has taken Australia 
to the top of the charts. * FILE PHOTO: PTI

Discus thrower Praveen Ku-
mar Sobti is a two-time
Olympian, a Commonwealth
Games medallist, a double
Asian Games gold medallist
and one of the rare ones to
win a medal in three consec-
utive editions. 

He has also lived through
the 1972 Munich Olympics —
perhaps one of the darkest
episodes in terms of Olympic
history — and believes that
just like that edition irrevoca-
bly changed Olympics, the
Tokyo Games would be a wa-
tershed one.

“Personally, I believe Mex-
ico (1968) was the last of the
true Olympics in terms of
freedom, openness and cele-

bration. After Munich (and
the massacre) things haven’t
been the same. In terms of
security, restrictions and the
whole idea of Olympics, it
was a turning point. Tokyo
will be the same,” Praveen,
who played Bheem in the
popular series Mahabharata

now being re-telecast on
Doordarshan, told The

Hindu.

Mere formality
“The Olympics next year will
be a mere formality. The mo-
mentum that was building
up was targeted for 2020 be-
fore COVID-19 struck. People
were training for four years
to peak this year. 

“Now you have to main-
tain your performance for

one more year. For a profes-
sional sportsperson, that is
extremely di$cult,” he cate-

gorically said.
“Athletes will go down,

they have to, and then try

and peak again within one
year. Four years of planning
has to be replicated in 12
months. Anyone who says it
won’t a!ect doesn’t under-
stand sports,” he added.

Praveen won the discus
gold at the 1966 and 1970
Asiad and silver in 1974. He
also won bronze in hammer
throw in 1966 and added a
silver in the same event at
the Kingston Common-
wealth Games that year. 

He believes that the men-
tal and emotional comeback
for athletes from the pan-
demic would be equally
tough.

“Athletes would also be
disheartened. Training for
Olympics is a single-minded
pursuit and when that target

is suddenly pushed away,
things change. The competi-
tions and competitors may
or may not be available again
whenever training starts,” he
added.

Economic impact
There are economic rami"-
cations as well, he explained.
“The companies supporting
Olympics and athletes will al-
so be su!ering and that will
a!ect preparations. Morale
would be hurt. To be honest,
people are a lot less interest-
ed in sports right now as the
attention is on more impor-
tant considerations. 

“How can the spirit, the
essence of Games remain the
same? It will be all body, no
soul,” he said.

Tokyo Olympics will be ‘all body, no soul’, says Praveen Kumar
Champion discus and hammer-thrower feels the mental comeback from the pandemic could be tough for athletes
Uthra Ganesan

NEW DELHI

Tough assignment: Praveen Kumar says it would be di$cult 
for the athletes to keep the momentum going till the 
Tokyo Games next year. * THE HINDU ARCHIVES

The Badminton World Fed-
eration (BWF), a couple of
years ago, had expressed in-
terest in replacing the cur-
rent scoring system — 21
points, best of three games
(21x3) — with an 11-point,
best-of-"ve format (11x5). Ho-
wever, this was rejected by
the member associations.

The pandemic lockdown
appears to have allowed
BWF president Poul-Erik
Hoyer the time to mull over
the idea and restate his case.
In a recent interview, Hoyer
said that he still wants to
change the scoring format
because it’s long and not as
exciting for spectators as a
shorter, sharper game. 

His intention is to make
badminton keep pace with
other international sports.

India’s chief badminton
coach P. Gopi Chand was
surprised to hear this and
was willing to discuss the
subject. 

“Is that really going to
make a change? I don’t think
so. It does not actually shor-
ten the game by a big stan-
dard. In fact, you could end

up playing for longer dura-
tions,” Gopi told The Hindu

on Wednesday.
“If there is speculation

about a change in the scor-
ing system to 11x5, then I
would prefer the 15x3 rally
format as it cuts down 18
points. Anyway, we can all
have our preferences, but if a

change happens it happens. 
“As players and coaches,

we have to adapt to it.
There’s no point in brooding
or thinking about it,” Gopi
added. But he preferred not
to speculate about the possi-
bility of a change.

Not taken o!
Former national coach U. Vi-
mal Kumar said the BWF had
tried to push the idea
through, but it hadn’t taken
o!. 

“The sport is doing well
and nothing needs to be
done now. I also feel that it
(format change) has not
been discussed properly. 

“They must take the views
of the players, but I am not
for the change,” he said and
quickly added that it can suit
one brand of badminton —
the attacking kind.

Does badminton need a scoring revamp?
BWF president Hoyer continues to push for a change in format 

Rayan Rozario

COIMBATORE

P. Gopi Chand.
* FILE PHOTO: VIVEK BENDRE

U. Vimal Kumar.
* FILE PHOTO: G.P. SAMPATH KUMAR

Sharath and Rajath’s 
!ne gesture
CHENNAI

Olympian and nine-time
National table tennis
champion A. Sharath Kamal,
his brother A. Rajath Kamal, a
former video analyst with the
Indian TT team, and their
father A. Srinivasa Rao, a
Dronacharya awardee,
distributed 5kg rice and a bag
of vegetables each to 100
slum dwellers in the
Nungambakkam area of the
city on Friday.

Far removed from the city
where he spends most of his
year, Tamil Nadu pacer T.
Natarajan is enjoying quality
time with his family in his
hometown Chinnappampat-
ti, near Salem.

But the 28-year-old also
feels hard done by — the IPL’s
inde"nite postponement be-
cause of COVID-19 means
that he has to wait to build
on his domestic performanc-
es this season.

No "tness concerns
Speaking to The Hindu, Nat-
arajan said, “This year I
played through the season
without any "tness concerns
and I was very happy with
the performance. I was con"-
dent I would get a few games
[for Sunrisers Hyderabad] as
I was in a good place with my
bowling, but now I have to
start all over again.”

The left-armer took 18
wickets in the Ranji Trophy
at an impressive average of
17.94 and had a commenda-
ble showing in the shorter
formats as well, adding new
skills to his repertoire.

“Over the last two years, I
worked on being able to
bring the ball into the right-
hander and I feel I am bow-

ling my best now,” he added.
When he burst onto the

scene six years ago, it was a
huge deal for someone from
a small town in the State. He
generated big buzz when
Kings XI Punjab paid %3
crore for him in the 2017 IPL
auction. Since then, Natara-
jan has put his earnings back
into the game, starting an
academy in his hometown
with a couple of turf wickets
and inspiring a new crop of
cricketers.

Last year G. Periyasamy,
who hails from the same
town as Natarajan, made a
name for himself in the TNPL
and played for Tamil Nadu in
the Syed Mushtaq Ali Tro-
phy. For the 2020 edition of
the TNPL, two more cricke-
ters from Salem who have
worked with Natarajan’s aca-
demy, pacers G. Aravindh
and V. Gowtham, have been
picked by Lyca Kovai Kings
and Siechem Madurai
Panthers.

Speaking on an Instagram
chat, Natarajan said, “There
are a lot of talented cricke-
ters in every part of the State
and they just need some gui-
dance. “I had A. Jayaprakash
to guide me and I am doing
the same now. It feels good
that we now have four
cricketers from here.”

I have to start all over
again now: Natarajan

S. Dipak Ragav

Chennai

T. Natarajan... doing his best to stay in shape.

Was looking forward to the IPL, but
his ambitions have been put on hold

What are ETFs? 
 
Exchange Traded Funds (ETFs) are mutual funds listed and traded on stock exchanges like shares. 
 
Index ETFs are created by institutional investors swapping shares in an index basket, for units in the fund. 
 
Usually, ETFs are passive funds where the fund manager doesn’t select stocks on your behalf. Instead, the ETF 
simply copies an index and endeavours to accurately reflect its performance. 
 
In an ETF, one can buy and sell units at prevailing market price on a real time basis during market hours. 
 
  
 
Benefits and significance of  ETFs: 
 
ETFs are cost efficient. Given that they don’t make any stock (or security choices), they don’t use services of  
star fund managers. 
They allow investors to avoid the risk of  poor security selection by the fund manager, while offering a 
diversified investment portfolio. 
The stocks in the indices are carefully selected by index providers and are rebalanced periodically. 
They offer anytime liquidity through the exchanges. 
  
 
What you need to know about BHARAT 22? 
 
Bharat 22 consists of  22 stocks of  CPSE’s, PSB’s & strategic holding of  SUUTI. Bharat 22 is a well Diversified 
portfolio with 6 sectors (Basic Materials, Energy, Finance, FMCG, Industrials & Utilities). 
ICICI Prudential AMC will be the ETF Manager and Asia Index Private Limited (JV BSE and S& P Global) will 
be the Index Provider. 
 


